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On the third, fourth and fifth days of a meeting God began to stretch certain individuals out
on the floor around the atar in the old-fashioned way. | was deeply interested in the case of a
Methodist local preacher of fully sixty years of age, who sought the blessing of sanctification with
a persistence and patience for five days that | never saw surpassed. Morning and night he was the
first at the dtar, and sought the blessing with strong crying and tears. Service after service he
failed to obtain the witness of the Spirit that the work was done, yet he never alowed himself to
be discouraged. Others swept in ahead of him who had begun later, but he did not murmur, repine,
halt, nor fall into darkness, on account of what to some would have appeared divine favoritism. He
held onin hislonely way. He told the Lord that he must have the blessing. He did not knedl alittle
while and then get up and take his seat, as | have seen many do, but he held on to the horns of the
atar, and pleaded with God, while great tears rolled down his cheeks and fell upon the rail before
him. Meantime his soul was greatly blessed in the seeking. He was evidently in the path of the just
that shineth more and more unto the perfect day. He was nearing Canaan, and stood on the banks of
Jordan in the same beautiful country that so captivated two of the tribes of Isragl that they would
not cross over at al. Alas for people who stop short of entire sanctification with any religious
experience, no matter how good it is. Theword is, "Cross over."

Mr. Wesley saysthat sanctification is preceded and followed by a blessed growth in grace.
All sanctified people find it so. It pays spiritually just to seek sanctification. The soul wakes up,
the spirit gets on a stretch for better things, the heart becomes inflamed with love and devotion to
God. But it pays better to "go on to perfection,” to "groan after it," and never stop until we are
"made perfect in lovein thislife." See the Discipline, and above all see the Bible.

Our local preacher spent a couple of blessed days on the beautiful banks of Jordan, but still
sighing out his soul for Canaan beyond the flood. One night nearly everyone had left the altar but
himself; he still lingered with great pleadings before God, when suddenly the Savior whispered to
him, "He that confesseth me before men, him will | confess before my Father which isin heaven."



He leaped to hisfeet, crying, "I believe He sanctifies me now"--when instantly the power of God
came upon him, the fire fell, and there followed a scene that the congregation of that night will
never forget. Oh how he shouted, laughed, wept, clapped his hands, and embraced his brethren.
Did any of my readers ever hear a man rejoice who had not thus overflowed in twenty, thirty or
forty years, who was doing the first real shouting of hislife? Asarule such people make up for
lost time. Besides, the Holy Ghost can make afirst-class shouter in asingle second. Thereis
needed no evolution or growth into this Methodistic, old -time religion, pentecostal and heavenly
overflow of the heart and exercise of the voice. So our brother shouted, and cried out he was
sanctified, and shouted some more, and said he had the witness--that the Spirit told him he had the
blessing. Then he shouted again, and went over to his weeping wife at the atar, and said to her,
"Say, glory," and then fell back on the floor and clapped his hands over his head and shouted

again.

Other men were quietly saved that night, but his case drew specia attention and interest
because of his being a preacher, and his having sought the blessing so long and patiently. What
some one has called "The Problem of Methodism” was solved with him forever; and so it would
be with al who would do as he did. If our preachers and laymen who fight the doctrine of
instantaneous sanctification by faith, would spend the time and energy in seeking for the blessing
which they now lose in withstanding it, there would soon be no "Problem of Methodism™ to
discuss, while the glorious solution, read in shining faces, liberated tongues, and God-empowered
lives, would send areviva wave of salvation over thisland whose tidal uplift would bear upon it
the beautiful dawn of the Millennium.

Source: "Pen Pictures'

(Portion of Chapter 17)
By Beverly Carradine

* * * * * * *

THE END



