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people of the earth_ The balanced pastoral evangelism I discoveredthat a personis not onlya sinner.
r EDITORIAL we need iscalled for by the Bible: "Pure religion ... is Heor sheis alsosinnedagainst,Myculturalbackground

" " this. Tovisit the fatherless and widows in their affliction. _nwhite.North Americanchurcheshadodentedmealmost

exclusivelyto see_hga personasthe .subectof sin.Butnot
and.to keep himself unspotted from the world" (JaZmes the objectof sin?

1:27). In Acts we find those early Christians aglow with Our evangelisticmessage must speak tOthe needs of

PASTO_I_L EVANGELISM " " ter6,organizingtotakecareofthehelploss.Pentec°stalgrace(chapter21and aim°st at °ace (chap" Pe°'pl°wh° n°t °nly are sinn°rs"butsinned3.Closely related to the prev,ous [>ointis the neecJforagains't'•1am not calling us to make the name evangelicalor pastors, by example and precept, to lead today'sChris-

SEEING SINNERS AND we,,e,_rac, holiness synonymous .with freedom marches belliger- tians beyond meresympathy for the "sinnod ogainst" to
ant I_laca[ds,and pressure politics. Rather I am saying true compassion for them: Conncites hisministry to the
the balance between doing justice and preaching grace prostitutes .as this kind of experience. When he saw.

...... must be fervently urged. . them not r;necelyas sinners, but as victims of a sinful

THE SINNED AGAINST • HarvieConn'sbook Evangelism:.-DoingJustice and ,ulturalstructur'e, compassion s,ized him and made an ." •. Preaching Grace has disturbed me more than the ice evangelist out of a mere miss_onary.
storm that has split my hackborry.tree in half, made a This hits home to me personally. I am one of those

- nontrlumphal arch of rny holly tree, and made weeping persons wholikes to get off the hookby giving $50.00
• " " " " by WesleyTracy. , . .... . " willows 0fti4e elms. With the power lines down and the to one relief fund or another.Conn says that Christians

; . . city at a stands.till,Iread Conn's .bookby candlelight. Let like me have to be moved from $50.00 sympathy to
_amuel Rutherford was so Calvinisticyou cou!d.lose 41 Evangelidzo exhorts us to "evangelize" or "gos- . . me share fK,e ideas that cling to me after finishing the compassion that will get its handsdirty inministry to the
_ bin'} in .a TULIP patch. Ne,_ertheless.he had the pelize" the unreached. " '• book." " :" . -" • .leftoversof s_ciety, the et ceteras of culture, as he calls'
spirit that epitomizes pastqral, evange ism In '1636 he 5. Koinonia is the rlurturmg fellowship the church is • ' 1."Dikaiorfta (doing. ustice) must'be a visible p,_rtof them. Seeing."sinner" and "sinned against'! in the same
was removed from his rural'parish and jailed .for not called to provide. " our diakonia if we are to be biblical evangelical ch_'is- pair of eyes is a starting point. "
conducting the church affairs according to the.Acts of 6 Diakonta _sthe New Testament word for the set- liens. I said this earlier so.Ill add noth'inghere. 4. Our ':come"structure must be mollified into a"go_i. " "
Eptsc(?pacy_He wrote to his flock: . vice that the church is to give to those el the household 2. Wemust see the unreached as both "sli_ners"and structure. It is not one.ughto build,a church and say,;.

- Whileye sleepI amafraidof _oursouls.tnat theybeoff Of faith and to the yet unreached. . -"sinned against." It is only when we see this.cleady, "Youallcome._:Ratherwe must deploy ourselves to'_go" -
• the rock.Next to my LbrdJesus... ye'havethe greatest We can't isolatethese functions. Most of the time we Corm believes, that we will have the proper attitude out to where the unreached -are. Conn says, "The '

shareof mysorrow,and.alsoof myjoy; yearethematterof can't.tell where one leavesoff and the otber begins. It.is - toward..diakonia and :dikaioma. To see a-person as a church must recapture.,its identity as the only or-
the tears, care..fear and daily prayers Of an oppressed enough-to know that we must work at all of them. . . "sinner" is to see one who needs to discover Chi'ist as ganization in the world that exists for the sake of its

• pdsonerof Chdst..I amin bendsforyou. Furl:her.we must not make a theological provincialism personal Savior.Tosee persons as "sinnedagainst" is to nonmbmbers."'
Oh.howdcheprisonerwerel iflcouldobtainofmyLord of any.one of.these functidns.to which the church is. reeognizethe structural or systematic nature of eviLIt is 5. E_)angelismmust become gospel show-a_d-tell:(beforewhomI standfor you)the salvationof ybu all!Oh.

whata preyhacl'tgotten,to naveyoucaughtinChrist'snet! "called. That is,..wemust not stress one.in such a way to uRderstand that sinful structures such as systems of showing mercy and preaching grace. Conn points out
Oh, thenI hadcast out my Lord'slihesandHis netwith a that it dwarfs the others. I say that because, for exam- . racial.subjection, ghettos; oppresive laws, manipulated the order of .Jesus'. words to a paralyti(_ ."Adse. and
dch gain! . pie,when I preacn on prayerwith all my heart, a listener" poverty, and the like make their victims the "sinned walk_ (physical need} and"Thy sins be forgiven thee"

My witness,isabove;yourheavenwouldbe twoheavens might think that praying,was at least 99.44 percent of - " agaihst.". . " " " :' (spiritual needs).This should be our pattern too. he be-
to me.andthe salvationof youallastwo salvationsto me.' the Christian lifo. Next Sunday t might preach on wit- Conn explains this by way of his own ministerial ex- lieves. We must show tnercyand compassion,tothe "et
Such an evangelistic spirit is the home base of pas- nessing in a.99.44 percent way, and the next week it • perience. For seven years in.Korea he had the assign- - ceteras of culture"--the weak. the oppressed, the

_oralevangelism in all its forms. Rutherford's letter.has might be ste_vardship, and on and on. Of the ten- rnant 0f.evangelizing the prostitutes. At first he admits sinned against;Then Christ can be Offeredas the whole

the same flavor as Paul's heart cry in Rom. 9:3-4" '1 derhearted and uninitiated we could make Confused seeing them onlyassinners, people in rebellion against answer for the.whole person. Conn is careful not tocqu d wish. that myself y_ere'accursed from Christ f(_r neurotics. " " " " God needtng repentance and saving grace. He c:alled allow compassionate ministdes to become incidental

i my brethren, my kinsmen... [the] Israelites." Such a. Putting a magazine together can have similar risks, . them to repentance, but no one changed. Then some- prelude for tongue-tied evangelists..Good deeds are
spirit cannot be tegislated. No bishop can command it Thus,this ssue on pastoral evange ism is not meant to thing happened. Here's bow Conn described it: never,to be employed to create psychological debt so

• diminish the other roles of the pastor. We can't'say ev- " .... , .,Rheereaklhroughcame when one person,began to they have to listen to our "God talk."
Yet.pastoral evangelism,if itgets abit at all.will be I.o.b. _thing that is needed, not even everything that is ur, " -_henge:I cbanged..As•lworkedwith thewomen_Igathered Conn rec?gnizes the urgency of evahgelism.He cites(left on base) w thout it....

I " " . gent in one issue more.!ntorr_atipnabout the systemof-which they'werea one denomination that seemsto have lost the.urge or

I amnot suggesting that.the challenge:that pastoral .._ - -
evangelism rises, jut-chinned.to hurl. can be dismissed But gwen a few column Inches for my own. 1want to " pa_'t.I learnedthatmanyof themhadenteredprostitution skill to evangelize.Theylost 47,000 members ina recent
with a simplistic "Be morespiritual." God gave us sound talk about diakonia from.the foregoing list. I .think it is becauseit'_'as often theonly work theycould find i_ an year.Hecites anotherdenominationWhosemembership
minds as .welllas yearning heart_. Vis_0n.is indis- crucial to pastoral evangelism And t s, wou d judge, Asian. meld-dominaled,culture.'The war had destroyed

i pensable-- Where there iSno vision, the peopleperish" the area in which we need the most improvement. Our theirlinks-withtheextendedfamilysystem.Andotteri they " losses are On such a skid that if they continue there Willwere the sen_orbreadwinners.Therewere:brothersand be one pastor for every church member by the Year
• diakonialService.must reachthose of the householdof sisterstotake careof.Frequentlytheyoungwomencame 2000. All this in a country (U.S.A.}where B0 million are

I (Prey.29:18). But, "Where there.is only vision, the peo- •faithmespecially. And while we are a long way from from ruralhomes,Io0klngfor quick moneyin the big city. unchurched. " -
I pie havea nervous:breakdown/'.The pastor With a sound mind and a yearning hearl perfect in Ihis we.are better at serving our own than we Personalproblemsat homeora bad economicyear sent Perhaps here is where we should glance at ano-ther '

are at serving the. unwashed, unwanted, unreached themlookingfor a betterway..Theyweremetat the trains'- New Testamentword_._martus. It means "witness," "ev-

• • will find himself as leader, director, model, teacher,and

enabler of a'handful of functions that haveevangelistic people for: whom Ch_'istdied. by the pimps._,ho offer'e_r'th_m;_placat0 stay for the idence, b_" t_Stl_'bf_y_It is sis0 the Greek word from• . Hai'vieM. Conn suggests that to.such a standard list night. In'thehomemey weregang-raped.When'theygot which we get.our word-martyr/This word g_vesm'ethe
significance; Of churchly roles as I have presented,above we should readyto teave,theywereinformedtheyhadto paylor room picture of a witnessfor Christ who is willing to do "what-

" If I understand the New Testamem.the church has add dikaioma: .the righteous deed. the doing of jus- andboard. Theycbuldn't_lndfound prostitutionthe only ever it takes" to bring the power Of thegospel to "sin-
- these functions: tice_"Our evangelical task, says Conn is to do justice " " " " " way to paytheirdebts. " . •

1. Kerygma: proclamation of the incarnation, cruci- and preach:grace. After a few weeks of this. their debt was paid for by ners" and the.'sinned against" of our weary,world, i'
anotherbrothelowner,and theyweremovedc_oserto the NOTES

fixion, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The pastors This is an old tension;but 'one-we-must-face more- -- 38th_mllel. -Theyhad becomeslavesof e sy'_temfrom: ---._.Franke.a_.ed._Tt_Lett_rsolSam_Rutherlotd(CNc.ag_:Moedy
role is primary here. . squarely than ever before.We can no longer§ay,"Leave which.theycouldneverbreakfree Theirdebtswerealways Pros_._980).see.3o_. "
• 2. Lelturgia: worshlp of God by believers'who adore. thatkind of stuff to the Salvation Army; it is not our. higherthantheir ability,to pay.Theyfound themselvesim- - 2. Harv_eM.Coa,.E_,_e_r,_'Do_._,st,cear,d_Gr_m.IGr_

. R_Dk:is: Zo_de_sn Pui_shlng HOUse, 1982]
praise,thank, and petition the Father in the Sod's name: ministry." Seventy-fiv_ pea'centof the people who are pdsonedand oppressed,,t_eir humanitybuded in shame 3 _b_.,44-45.

3. Didache Is the teaching ministry of the church: unreached,by the gospel are by and large the poor ' ' " - and guilt.. 4 _..23. " -

2 .... 3
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' ' .was proclaimed to them they turned from their Idols "to resounding "No!" It is the gospel thatcreates an un-
EVANGELISM serve the living and true God" (1/,,Thess,1:9, NIV). The restricted vis on for m n stry.w th nour wodd. If thereare

" power to transform humanlife does not dwell in the limitationsin the evangelistictask. they are .theproduct
-. " : " - ' ' " " " [ evangelist.lt exists Withinthe gospel itself,The bhrden, of ourbasicmisunderstarlding of the gospelitself_

" " . .... of the .evangelist is to make the proclamation. God, Several years ago I began to study the Book of Acts.
' " " " " . ' " .. through the,gospel me_sage,supplies the power neces- It became obvious that the gospel could overcome any

• . " sary to ct:eatetransformati0_, obstacle I_aced in its path. Racialand culturalbarriers
..... . " . Thegospel, then, is the message of God'sgrecaand could not hinder itsprogress;Neither couldestablished

' A THEOLOGY power to all humanity, re_ealedthmughJosusChris, 'forms of religtonand government.The gospolproduced
' ' 'Thes!x propositions that,follow are intended to pro- o, an unquenchabledesire to preach the good news of

• _ . . vide a structure for the developrdent of a theology of God's salvation to all humanity.The command of Jesus,
. - .. i_ • - -,. .... " evangelism..- to take this gospel "to the ends of the earth" (Acts 1:8,

EVANGELISH%,#r IN THE WORK OF JESUS CHRIST -The doctrinebf humanpersonsinWesleyantheology

• . " - - The crucifixionof Jesus Christposed an unavoidable supports the notion of an unlimitedgospel message.Human beings are not considered tO.be thoughtless
.... by Robert W. Smith, Pastor .... . . " ' - problem'for theeady Christian community.Howcould it pawns in the hand of God. Wesleyantheology affirms

Churchof theNazareneAurora•Colo. " . '. " . defend th_ fact that Jesus had been put to death on a the free. moral agency of ndivdual existence. While
cross?TheNewTestamentdoesnottelluswhowastBe God, through His Word of grace, is cat!ingall humanity

• . " " " _ " "i .. first to see God's love being demonstratedthrough the tohimself,Wesleyanshold that His cellcan be rejected.
|f evangeiists were our theologians or t_eolograns Simply to Thy cross I cling." To proclaim the gospel as Cross•Nevertheless, this interpretationbeCame.theba- Gods sovereignty it not demonstrat_d inHis ability to -
II were our evangelists, we-should _t least be nearer grace =sto emphasize.wnat God: has accomplished sis formost ChdstianpreachingintheEadyChure, h, The createa stateof irreversibeeection :Thesovereignty'of "

== the ideal church." says James De[lney in his book. The through the death and resuf'rection of Jese'sChrist fo}" . . . Resurrection,. with all itsglory, signaled God S .vin- Godexpresses itself in His relentlessoffering of salva-
,' • Death of Christ•The ideal church,.then, i_ motivated by all humanity. The gospel of grace is a _3ositiveword of " - dication of Jesus, but itdid notexplain the enigma of His tionto all humanity. It is in the presenceof the GOdwho

-_ a twofold goal. It proclaims a message'that is tneelogi- liberation: Humanitycan beset free from the tyrannyof . _ ' " . ' death•Paul placed the deathof Jesus ChdsLin themain- - • -
" caIly correct and proped_,communicated• sin. stream of God's redemptive activity by declaring that calls all humanity to himself that men and women staod. - morallyaccountable

= When Paul wrote his letter to the churches in Galatia,• . There is no place _nthis message for silly moralizing. "Christ died.for us" (Rom, 5:8). The Crucifixion,there- Theevange!isfic fask. functionfngwithin the frame-
r_ewas aware that unidentified teachers- were pro- The _imple phrase "You ought to act like a Christian" is fore, was more than a bare, historical event•It was .qn workof Wesleyan theology, shares the burden of Paul.

=_ claiming a "different gospel" •from that which he had -not a word of grace..Such •a phrase rnay beused to event Within the'dimensions of space andtime to say Writing to the Christian community in Codnth he said,
_ . _reached•,This perverted'gospel of Christ was creating confront a Christian engaged inquestionable behavfo[ the least; Yet it was more than mere history. .

a spirit of coofusion within the fragile community of but tt is Jseless in proclaiming the gospel to unre- The Early Christian Church did not confess the Lord- " "We mpore you .onChdst's behalf: Be reconciled to• . GOd"(2 Cor.5:20,NIV)..This_erseexposesthe heart of
believers•Convinced that his understanding of the £los- deemed people• Men and women are not redeemed . ship of Jesus Chdst because.they were eyewitness of , the apo.stle..No eqe proclaiming the gospel message
pet was correct, Paul invoked a curs.e upon his, op- becausethey behave like Christians•If they were, salva- theCrucifixion. The confession was the product of sod- Canconclude by saying, "Takeit or leaveit." The eternal

= ponents in Galatia (Gal. 1:8-9).FromPaul's perspective lion would be the result of personal good works rather " -' " ousreflectiononwhat had taken placeoutsidethe walls destiny of human lives demar_dsthat the'evangelist
- there was only one gospel; Geographical location and tha_ oi g_ace.The eYangE_listas theologian must exer- of Jerusalem during the Jewish celebration of Passover. sense the urgency of themoment•The impassionedcry,
• cultural identity might generate .diverse evangefistic• cise great care in removingeyery tendency to moralize . . In a momentof divine inspiration,historyand theology "BereconcUed to Gocl.;'clarifies the aim of evangelis-

- methods. The core of the gosPel, however, Would re- the message of the gospel, - , . met; A message began to take shape. The unavoidable tic preaching. No person, for whatever reason, _sto beI
_-- main unchanged• " _ Further,the gospel is a message of power. In the mino - questionwas answered.tothi_gloryof God. The riddle denied the privilege of responding,to thismessage of
i . i . . • In Gal. 2:1-10 it is revealed that the apostles recog- of Paul "•power"is not merely_ synonym for "signsand of theCrucifixiortwas solved;AlthoughnoteveryChris- grace. • " "
= . . nized two separate e"vangelistic'missi0ns in the Early, wonders•",The gospel as -the 7power of God for the " • tian evangelistwould preach the message in the same " The evangelist is not responsiblefor the results 0f.the
=-" " .Church•Peter would direct his preachingactivity !owa_:cl salvation of'everyone who beliffves" from. 1:1E. NIV) terms the foundation of the gosPel message had .been pn:)claimedWord. The resbensibi!ity of the evangelist is

: the Jews. while Pauland Barnabas would work among has the abilitytg .tf,ar_sformhuman life from a state,of .established. The Cross became the focal pointof God's to keep on preeiaimingthe gospe of grace and power.
the Gentiles. It was,evident to the leaders of.the Ea;rly sinfulness't0,tHe clynamicexperience of Christlikeness. redemptiveactivity,By the Cross "God was reconciling . ,:_
Church that no stogieevangelisticmethod,would serve This power for human transformation fbtJndexpression th$_World to himself in Christ" (2 C0r. 5:19, NIV). No 3. A THEO_,OGYOF EVANGELISM CONFRONTS
the cultural needs of Jew and Gentile•alike•The oblec- in Paul's ministry in Thessalonica. Thebelievers there •longerwould a Chds-tiane_,angelistbe able to proclaim THE BASIC PROBLEM OF ALL HUMANITY:SIN

•tive of the Early Church Was to proclaim the.gospel of formerly w{)rst]iped idol_. When the gospel message the salvation of God apart from the work of, Jesus ;=Sin"is a theological term. As such, it is never to be
. • Jesus Christ, for.through t God's sawng power was ..... . -., . Christ. To I_reelaimGod's salvationis to "preachChrist defined by the standardsof i] eeeular society. Secular

unleashed in the world from. 1:16), Methods only exist- crucified" (1 Cor' 1:23). society has little patiencewith talk about human sin,
_. ed'to carry out this object ve. The gospel of Chdst crucifiedhasl always been-a because it has no place for,a personal'GodI_ef0fe,

The.essenceof evangelismis the messageit desires stumblingblock to someand sheer foolishnestto oth- whomall humanitystandsaccountable.
to proclaim.The contentof thismessage is.thegospel, ers. Inspiteof suchreactions,thegospelof Chdstcruci-. Recently,in the citywhere I live,threemembersof a
The evangelistastheologianmust settlefo_nothingless fled is the only adequatef0undationon which to con- family were. brhtally murdered. The response of the
fi_aqa clear,biblicalgospelmessage.The first task of a structa theology of evangelism,because inthe Cross communityhas been one Of shock. The story has re-
theology-of evangelism,then, is to providea _working. God was at work, offeringsalvationto all who would, ceivedintensecoveragein the local news media. The
deEnitionof the term gospel. '. " believe, " media,to•myknowledge,hasn0tyet attributed the mur-

The gospel is first and foremost a message Of " " 2. A THEOLOGY OF EVANGELISMPROVIDES ,_N tiers to an act of human sin. So an entire community
grace. Grace, accordingto Paul. is God's comprehen- UNLIMITED VISION FOR THE EVANGELISTIC standshelplessas it tdSsto answerthe naggingques-
sive plan of satvati0rTgiven to all humanity-through.. . ....... ' . TASK - . . t onof how SOmeonecould commit sucha horribleaft.
JesusChrist:The gospelas graceisa free,jilt. Itcannot • " This Secondpropositionis nothlngmore.thananex- One couldonlyhope that a tragedylike thiswould ex-
be purchased;it cannot be .earned; neither is•it ever RobertW..Srnitn_ tension of the first. When a theology.of evangelismis pose the sinfulnessof an entire community.The com-

.. deserved. It_canonly be received by faith• .Inthe hymn grounded in the work of Jesus Christ, someone is cer- munity, however,has responded as any typical; Secular.
"Rock of Ages," Augustus.,Topladyhas caotured this tain to ask, "Are there any restrictions to the proclama-, community would. People are buying guns to protect
thought in the phrase, "In my hand no price I bring; / _- tion.0f'the gospel message?" The biblical answer Is-a themselves. Guns--not repentance; that is how our
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world attempts to confront the •basic problem_of all hu- all humanity, "You cannot save yourself•" This-is a direct

manity. ' I attack against the gospel of success. Grace proceeds to • - ". • . - . : -The•evangelist•as theoogian must a_way_ confront declare God's good news: "You don't have to save your- '

self. Salvation is provided for you in Jesus Christ• It's i_ER, SO_]AI_the human prqblem of sin, To repeat a tired clichb, the Sowing and 'Reaping

evangelist must haie-sin but love the sinner. I_othing less free_" " I . . .
s acceptable to God; nothing more _s necessary. The evangelist as theologian must know the subtle

'The church cannot L}e content to fight against the differences between the gospelof success and the gos- _ . " by Ruth V.DeLor_g '
- . " Minister of Outreach and Evangelism "

visible sins of a specific community•- AlcohoL• drugs, pal of Christ crucified. Shoul_l these differences go un- Orangewood Church of the Nazarene. Phoenix
abortion, adultery, gambling (and on and on} have all. recognized, the solution to the ba51c:problem of aIJhu-

torovided grist for preaching against sin. And so, the manity will be.stripped of its power. "Who's there?" called Blind Bob "hesitated. saying, "1 want to really .my home. lelteredhimaddnk, buthe
Church must continue to take its stand against the ira- At this. very moment, someone is misconstruing the' " when we knocked at. his door on a mean it -and be able to live right, rye wouldn't take it. Bul John didn't lust
morality of this,present age. When, however, we have intention of what I have just written, No, the person who Wednesday morning. - . been listening to the Bible 0n_tapes, " drop me off and.f_get about me, He

•named all the sins imaginable and havbexplained the resoonds to the g0spe of Christ crucified is not des- "It's John," replied pastor. Bennett• and j0st this morningl gotdown on my comes to see me at least once a
various consequences Of each sinful actl the invisible tined for failure in the structure of contemporary society. , "r_;ebrought a couple Of fr_f_ndswith . knees'and thanked God for giving me week--sometimes twice• And he
problem of sin remains. From a biblical perspective the Neither however. is. success an inalienable .right of me i'd like for you .tomeet." a good night's rest•" takes me to church on.Sundays.",• . - " ,_ Jesus' said, "inasmuch as yehave

" problem of humansin is not sinful human behavior. The Christians, As the Christian lives in the modem world. . .Bob warmly, invited us in, slaling_ I assured Blind,Bob that if he was done Jt unlo one oi tt_e least of these
Bible teaches that humanity is separated from God, Cre'- the affars of life, are regulated 13ythe gospelof Chrisl "Any friend of yours is w_come. Pas: sincere in making a confmitment to' my brethren, ye have done it unto me"
ated beings attempt to live'in alienation from theit:.Cre- crucified. One who has accepted thegospel of Ch_:ist tor." . " Jesus Christ, Hi} would help him with (Matt. 25:40). Jesus also tells us.."Go
ator. The evangelist must•seize the opportunity to make" crucified is constructing a value system that is radically - We passed througl_ the kitchen on his problems.•Bob prayed the sinner's out into the highways andhedges, and
known the.root of'our sinfulness. Perhaps no task is distinCt from the•value system orthe unbeliever. The • " our way tothe livi0g room. Sitting on prayer and invited Christ in_ Pastor
more demanding th_,n to preacri against sin with a bro- Christian value system is characterized by obedience. .the counter was Bob's morning drink, John, my fdend, and I welcomed him compel them to come in" (Luke 14:23)•• : •BlindB(_bis an exampleof what can

ken heart of love to preach agatnst sin•without judging The obedient Christian"knows that the gospel ef Chdst and it wasn'.tcoffee. Bob was an sic0- into the family of GOd.. . happen when we go out from our
the sir_ner; to let God be God.in creating conviction cru#ified cannot be manipulated to guarantee worldly nolic. " Bob then s_id. "Lei me tell you comfortable .homes and pews and
within the sinner. . - suc(_ess. The obedient Christian knows that th e gospel We visited a few minutes, building a something about the preacher who with love and compassion share.,the

I am asking, Christians to.reevaluate .their attitudes of Christ crucified is the only solution to the oroble_ of I br dge of friendship• Then•l s_ared brought'you here• He was d[iving Good News The[e -are many BobsChrist wdM Bob. After presenling the down the street here in Auckland searching for something to fill the void
have thetoward the sinner While maintaining a strong, stance human sin. " " " " gospel I aske(_him if he Would like to when be saw me.I was snockered and in their lives. You and I an-

agaidst sin. A personal experience has motwated this ' " " ' ,_request• Several years ago, after a rather pointed ser- 5. A THEOLOGY OF. EVANGELISM ANTICIPATES repent of'his sin. o!_entrio door ofhis "had fallet_into the gutter. He stopped swer, and we had.better not keep Hi• THE SECOND COMING OF JESUS •CHRIST " " " heart, and invite Jesus Christ in.'He his car, I_ickedme up, and took me to a'secre_,
mon on sin, a man slipped his arm•around my shoulder - . • • . -
and said, "Pastor. don't ever stop .telling me the truth••• For more than 1,900 yearsthe Church has anticipated _ . .
This man has since become my friend. He,till makes no thesecond coming of•Jesus Christ• Intemperate predic_ " -
profession of faith.l pray for him frequently, I am thank- lions concerning the time of"the Second coming have _ • • " • " ' ., , .- . , -,, 'i ; "
ful that he chooses to hear the gospel message week caused many to viewil w!th derision. Ridicule is not, ' -- '
after week,One thing _sc_ear.He.has found a.commu- however, the product of_the modern:mind. In the first " " " ' . " " " " . .
i4!ty Of believers who have accepted him for. what he century people had already begbn to•ask, "Where is this . . • -
is--a sinner alienated from God. Shoule he leave our "coming' he promised?",_(2 Pet.-3:4, NN). Could the
fellowship before he opens himself to the transforming apostles have _mag_nedthat the Church age would last
1Sowerof the gospel, I pray that'his departure will not be nearly 20 centuries? The questio_ needs .no answer, ity. This Christological shift in meaning does not exclude, the whole person. Evangelism, therefore;,i'eaches be-. • judgment• It eroclaims that judgment is no Iong'er the yond the revival meeting, t includes deeds of ¢ompas-
caused by self-righteo_)s attitudes expressed• by his The fact is, it has. . .
pastor. The evangelist as theologian does not attempt to es-. primary theme: the day of God's wrath is also the day of sion end mercy in the name of Jesus Chdst. It en-" " God's final•act of •salvation. Christians are called to pro- _deavors to stabilize emotional needs and it' seeks to.

The message of evangelism is for•the sinner; how will _tablish the exact date of Christ's return. More s at stake . . . • • • -
'the_/hear if we fail to accept them as they are? Risky than knowing when theend shall come. Men and claim the gospel of Christ crucified .in the light of this prov de healing to the I_hysK:allydistressed. The hungry,
business? Indeed. it is! The question we are forced to women throughout the World must be spiritually pre-- blessed hope. • - the.oppressed, the poor must.never be excluded from ..
answer is simple• Do we Care enough to take the risk? pared for His coming. To multiplied mi}lions of people The. evangelist as theologian proclaims the message -hearing God's good news of salvation.

" this means hearing the gospel message for the very first of Christ's return as judgment, and salvation. To exclude The.integrity of the gospel of Christ crucified is not
4. A THEOLOGY OF EVANGELISM PROCLAIMS t_me. Evangelism is motivated' by the awareness that either theme from tne message is to distort its mean!ng, sacrificed when the concept of evangelism is expanded

THE SOLUTION TO THE BASIC PROBLEM OF Christ's coming is near: that the world as we know it Will 6. A THEOLOGY OF EVANGELISM. IS DIRECTLY to incllTde the needs of the who e p,erson. Expanding the
HUMANITY . .. not go on forever. ,_ mood of urgency is createdfor the " " REILATED TO THEDOCTRINE OF THE CHURCH sphere of evangelism inprojects hke the Community of

If "sin" is a theological term .it is oi_ly natural tO speak proclamation of the gospel, because no one really ' :" . Why does the local church exist? This is a coml_lex Hopein Wasl'lington. D,C., is. to recapture the vision
ofitS solution in theological terms. To be set free from knows'whet] Christ shall.appear.. " question that cannot be answered within the limitations that John Wes ey had for. the church, Evangelism that
sin, to be reconciled to God, however, are empty con- I recallthe first sermon I heard on the secondcoming of this article. One thing is certain. The local church cares for.the whole person is the essence of Wes-
cepts within the secular•world. This is.not to imply that of Jesus Christ. Being on!y six years old, Iwas terrified! . " exists to carry to the ends of the earth the proclamation leyanism. -
contemporary society ooes not have a doctrine of salva- For more nights than I carl. remember I thought I could

°rption that the church may accept or reject at will• To Ought to do; it belongs to the ven/. nature of what thetion. It certainly does! Worldly salvation is not lhe result' see the stars falling from the heavens and the moon the gospel of. Chdst crucified. Evangelism is not an Evangelism, therefore,, [s not something the church

of God's WOrd of•grace: it is•the produc_of.one'sown turning to blood. It Was not•until my•college days that I " .. defne tile.mission.of the chur(,_h:apart from its evan- churchis. If the(;hu.rchistofulfillitsmissionintaking the:
activity, Worldly salvation is characterized by success-- heard Christ's return proclaimed as "the blessed hope" gelist c task in the'w0rld is to al:_olish the church by gospei of Christ crucified to the ends Of the earth, it
a nontheological term that all too frequently infiltrates (Titus 2:13), and that .Christians did.not need to fear His definition• Every aspect of the church must be viewed in must first be ehgaged in two preliminary tasks. First, the.
Christian thinking. The validity of worldly salvation is appeanng. . the light of _tsavenge istic purpose. Time Is t_) valuable evangelistic church must have a firm grasp on the gos-
found.in the slogan-"Look what I have done._; From the perspective of biblical theology the "day of . .and resour(;o._ are too limited-to build church.programs pelofChrlst c_'ucified_lt is this message that contains

The gospel of success will a_way_;be insulted by the the Lord" (cf. Joel 21 has become the "day of Christ" " : that do notlend themselves to the evangelistic mission the power of God to create new life. Second an evan-
cress of Jesus Christ: A plan of salvation :requ_ng hu- (Phil; 1:10; 2:16; cf. 1:6}. The prophetic proclamation of. ge stic church must develop methods in line with itsman merit can neve[ be harmonized with a plan of salva- God S judgment upon faithless Israel. has become the of the church, .To evangelize is to proclaim God's messageof good understanding of the gospel that will serve the procla-
tion totally dependent upon God's grace. Grace Says to final act of God's salvation in JesusChdst.to all human- news The gospel of Christ crucified is able io minister to m_tion of G_:l's good news througnout the wodd. ;l'
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; • ' . ' " ..... by MichaelGrimshaw
: by Duane Yoesel " " . Pastor, Church of.the Nazarene Bremerton Wash. " "

" Pasto¢Church of the Nazarene. WestminBte_Colo. : • ' " " " •-.

R._V ..... " " ._efdre I becamea pastor was a much greater ex- afford the meetir_g at that time;the board voted
IV|-'heart was "strangely/warmed" in Kansas Ciiy _n b, Twice a year--;51% - " • :. ' " . _ perton how to prepat:e a church ior revival (in the unanimously to schedule It any'c_ay_based on our

• 1966 when C: William Fisher delivered a keynote c..Morethantwiceayear--21% . : , same way that l was an e×pert on raising cllildren before desperate fleed for revival, ana our recent probe on •
• address on "It's Revival We Needt" But that Was 18 "3/How long should the actual revival meeting Tast? " my son appearedon the sc#,ne). If only I could remem- how to be participants n true revival.

years ago. As I sit in the here'andnow thinking how a. Weekend_24% . ber those"gems'.' of intenect, wisdom, anddeepspiritual Actual Preparation forRevival
! refreshing itwoulcl be to have a real revival in my church. " b. Five days--27% . nsight. If only .my yision wasn't blurred by 15eople.who :"' C. E. Matthews states, "There is one thing that pre-

I have to ask myself if I'm really convinced that revivat is c. One week.-:--:38% .- . " feel revivals are outdated, arid by others. Who valiantly " "
what my church needs. I'd really be happy for some d. Longei than one week_11% • defend such methods yet never realized the sacrifice ............... '........... _ ....
increases in altendance in giving .and in membersh 15 • ,_, ............................................ _ .... .. _ " " " - . : " -"

" nvoved for success. Oh well though memory fades, If I could advise every pro-.
That would make. me look good to my leaders and my experience eaves me some bas'cs on wh'ch to bud my .
peers andwould certainly add to my contentment. ' spective youn9 pastor, I would "

we pastors are tempted to be content with that some-, We used to have revivals be= -case for revival preparation. .

times,aren'twe?Maybethat'sbecauseWe'vetriedso (_ause we had to have them to " Clanficationof Purpose say: "Learn how to pray." Noth-
many times but haven't been Sure that we really experi- • - -. - • Before we begin to imprement plans .for revival, the .ing worthwhile is accomplished - ', "

" .enced revival. We blamed our _)eople..They didn't at- .exist; Revivals as mere tradi- . • " " ,. leatiers of the church must be aware brwhat we want to
.. tend. They wererYt interested/They didn't put forth lion can be fatal. .., accompUsh. What.is the emphasisofthis special week? without intercession. •

Whatis the real _urpose? Too often our shbtgun ap-
much effort. It's.easy:to blame the taypeoisle when the _ " ' " '. " ..... i _ ................ '................t. • proach to roy va S sprec se y the mason for dlsappo nt- ... _ .... -.. . : . . - .-
.vival.truthis we probably didn'.t adequately, prepare.. for, re- _ ...... -.ing results, Even our prdyln_ ig_'_'lthout direction; ,. cedes all ottiJ'eJements which go with achurch revival,

I recently prepared a survey for: the Wednesday: oight 4: {,Nhat app_pach do yotj like best. for a revival? • " ''_'_" " 1.. Begin with'the Pastor, He must honestlyanswer that is desire. A.genuine desire on the part Of the pastor
. . . , , , O

crowd at. my church, I felt I needed, to know what my a. Evangehst_c preaching to the lost--34 Yo . the .following questions: \, an_ church is an absolute essential if a regival is to be
people were thinking if'l was to properly prepare my b. Teaching or building.up of the Chr stians_9% " " " " _ • Is this just another activity?,, experienced" (A Church Revival, Broadman. Pressl p

church for revi{,al. Some of them. I knew, had never ,_ Seminarbh current theme of interests2% • Why are we having this meeting? Is it to .meet 35), .experienced a.' heaven-sent" revival. If they had. the_,'d Combination of the above at various timesm55% real needs, or is it because the Church Manual Many books dealing with revival preparation tell you
_rave another like the taste.buds crave a secand Pizza 5. Do you personally attend revivals? states we should have atleast two revivals per to establlsh sl_ecial revivhl committees.'l have found that
,Hut Supreme. Abo0t 100 responded, their ages rang ng a. Yes, most of the time--64% - . year.? " committees .formed from: the church:board function

from teens to-seni0r adults. " • " "b. No, never--11% . ..- " . ! ":. • What,specifically do •_e hope to gain from this most product vely. The responsibilitiesof these commit-. Let me Share the results of my survey:. " d: Some ofthe time--25% .. meeting? . . . . tees are outlined each year as a part of their total job
1. Do._ve still need revivals in our church, or will other 6. Ifyou do not attend, why not? . " " "2. Talk with the Evangelism Committee and the descriptions, Therefore, when.revivals are planned, the.

methods or approaches work'as well.or better? a. have no interest and do not believe they are Church Board. It is essential to involve the lay lead- evangelism and outreach committee is assigned prayer
a. We still.need revivals_93% beneficial--if-20% " " ers. Recently, we dealt with calendar.dates cor_sid-, preparations, _,isltation, and follow-u'p, wh'ch are all part
b. Other.methods would work better--7% .b. Prior commitments--80% enad poor for.revival because of their proximity to. of their total areasof _'esponsibility, The finance and

" " -' Christmas. I asked the board•to.make the final pers0nnelc0mmittee.givesinpu{ai3d recommendations
2, How often shoiJld we have revivals in thechurch? 7. How do you gauge the success o_ a revival? .....

a. Once a yehr--_28%- a. Attendance--5% " decision. Though some members felt we couldn t for total budget, honoraria to speakers and musicians,- • " . (Continued on page .10)
.... (Continued on•page 10) " -
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Yoesel . . Grimshaw Yoesel one must be wi}ling to obey that whichGod communi- "
b. Seekers_l 3% " p_essscream.of the eternal.woeof those who cannever cates to r]im in pra.yer.Fletcher Spruce, in his book Re-
c Ongoingchange irf the Sl_iritof the church--55% and accommodations. The praise and worship commit-tee takes care of music, baby-sitters, ushers,and greet- again pass triis way." viveUs AgairJ(BeacOnH II Press of Kansas C ty,.p 55),
d. All of the above--27% ers'justas they do the re_t of the year.A buildingand • .Prayer is the great force of revival, but we must also suggests that.our prayer must be: "1want God to open

8. How long has it been since you nave experienced grounds committee looks after the janitorial duties and put feet to.our prayers. Preparation is needed in adver- my eyes, my spiritual perception, in the time of revival, t .
" fising end inviting in the actual emphasisof the services want to see with the eyes of the soul. I want.a vision in..what you would calla great revival? facilities preparation. These committees function regu-

a. Less than a year--14% " lady with en a'rged memberships of non-board mare- ' I and the selection of the evangelist. We must create an my heart.'
" Following one such revival,our church expedenced_

b. 1-5 years---31% bers, whichhelpslodevelopmoreinvolvementinprepa, l air:of._xpectancy among our people--_-m.akethem be- number ofcontinuing results. For exampie, tWo da_sc. 5-10 years--4% " - ration. . " - ' lieve this ,will be the spiritual event of,.the year._nour
d. More.than 10 years--25% ' Advance notificat on s ,_ssential Here is a place church, Our people will get about as excited as we get, after the'close.of the meetings one layman led another
e..Never--26% " whei'e the pastor holds the k_,y.Once theboard s aware ,_ and thelqexpectancy level will nse as.highas our faith- to the Lord.A businessman had lunch with a competitor

9, How do you thnk we best canprepare our church for of the meeting andof their responsibilities t then falls to But'God is not obligated to ble_s us just becausewe but saw him through eyes thatviewed his spiritual need.
revival?. (This was the only question where no the pastor to alert the cong[egation'of its timing, its have called an eyangelist and announced the dates• The pastor, led a new man to Christ. A Sunday School

" " choices were gwen for answers)... priority, and all that is involved. Adve/lisement can be There must be preparation and perspiration on our part. class party I_ecamea time o{ praise, ,
a. Prayer--78% acc£mplished through bulletins, newsletters, pulpit an-. The. day before Dr. George Truett died. he,had some But how do we get people to respond, to commit, to
b, Calling and edvertising_t1% nouncements, class announcements• and a revival, visitors. They expected to see him in his bed, but they say,"yes, rm willing to'obeyS'?Ultimately that is the work
c. Preac.hing_4% . " board displaying advancedates and names of workers, found him kneeling with arms outstretched at the win- of the Holy Spirit: however, the edminisfratdr c_anhelp.
d. Obedience--3%. Testimoniesof persons.savedin #rev!ousrevival& those "clew, looking over the great city o)'Dallaswhere he had. It has been my practice for some time to haveprinted

.... e. No idea_4%.: sanctified4nrevivals,and those Strengthenedin revivals • pestered for 50 years. Sick as hewas, and near death, sermon outlines available fo'reverysermon preach. In
• .r ". ' will buil_ expectation Music can also be a great me- he sobbed,'"Oh, people of Dallas, won't you c0me.to. - preparation for a recent revival I was doing a seres (?n

Summing up the survey,it seems that our people still tivator, especiallyhymns and gospel songs w th great . : _ - Jesus?"-.Thiskind.of concern will bring revival to our the subjectof prayer.On the back'of one sermon ()utline
want revivalsandalmost.80 percent feel the answer is in reviyal themes. • churches. - } " I printed severalchallengingquesfions foreach person's
seeking God in prayer. This-is not _,'new thing, It was Scheduleadjustments must be made. Rearrange.the ' private evaluation and soul preparation: -
stated many centuries ago in the Old Testament ','Ifmy e _ _ _t__,_,r,_ _,,_,_,'L;; ,.._r_,,-__.._..... : :- - ""' " • Whettime each.day do I pray f0r, ¢evival?

. church calendar to give the reyNal'priorfy. As an itiner, Grfmshaw • What time'do I pray for my'Sunday School class?
people, which are called by my name_:shall humble ant evange!ist I used to suggest that it would be poss=- ._,olvementof,as many as possible: While not all t_me • What areas of my life do I want God te deal with?themselves, and pray,.., then wil! I-hear from he&yen ble for all of us to keep a full slate if every year had six " " .
•.." (2 Chron. 7:14).. • - mofiths of October and six months of April. Many con- . . slots were filled, we did havesomeonepraying for.more • As.the revivalpregresses, _nwhat areas is the Lord

It was disturbing to.see that 26-percent of my people sider these two months the best timing for.revival el- . , than t3 hours each day. " dealing with me? "
_ had never experienced what they tho.ught.Was signifit, forts. However, in the past year we enjoyed two out- The secohd t0ol was the use of adult Sunday School • What new matters did God deal with me about-?

cant revival, Maybe most of those were young people, standin£ revivals.Oneinthe third Weekof :Juneandthe. classes. PdoJ"to the revivaldates, we cleared the calen- Certainly, our human ende.avor will not bring about " ,
which makes, t even more disturbing. If that trend con. .other the second week of December amid Advent ano dar for special praye_'nights and askedeach adult Sun- revivals in the church;however,the more I readof God's
tinues, revival will be a.thing of the past in our church. Christmas programming.With proper preparation God daySchool class to take charge on onelspecific evening. •promises in His Word to "pour out"_revival upon His

. . That thought alone should dr ve us to our knees. It must was free to move and to draw menand women•tohim- , Anyonecould attend the."ar0und the'altar" prayer.times,, people,the more aware I become of the necessity for
begin in our'hearts and spread to the people.A good self. " " •. " " _but 0no class was responsible,for.each evening. " . the human elementof p_:eparedness,that is s0 often •

. goal for all of (_swould be tO determine that e.veryonein " A pre.revival p_eachingp_ogramis often beneficial. A " . • These are not new ideas,but they were greatly used absent. . " • .
Ou)"church andunder our ministry wo_ld have the op- sermon series to set the atmosphere or to deal with - of the Lord,Whatever methods you use, get your people Real revivaiin the local Churctlis premised upon four

•portunity of experiencing at.least one exciting, sou - issues _nvolvedin revival preparation could include: praying earnestly! . ' - essenttal elements: clarification of purpose, motivation
. changing, significant revival in his lifet me " - A vital part of true prayer isthe commitment to obe- _)fleadershipand congregatioh,intercessoryprayer,and

My denomination was hem in revival.Wehad revivals • What Is a Revival?- . : -" " " dience, It is not enough to go throughthe form of prayer;, unwavering obedience. "
ther) because we hadto have them to exist, Have we • How tOPrepare for Reviva] . . " . .. : . .. .
now come of age and see reviv&l as a tradition i'ather " • Revival.Kindlings ..
then a necessity? How do we move from complecen(_y • Prayer."The Prerequisite for Revival . -, . . . " : " .
to cohstraint? _- " .- • Great Prayers of God's Word . . ...;

If we;agree that prayer is a top priority inpreparing for AUowthe Holy Spirit to stir your sanctified imagination
rewval, thenthe next question is, Hbw do we<get our and Ilustrate what is in your ability to communicate.' .. _ - .
people to I_ray?John J: Hancock, in The Joy of Revival Prayer.is essential. The longer I minister, the more : - " " " ' " " ' _ ,,
(Chapter 6), suggests organizing prayer groups..Some" amconvinced that nothing lasting is accomplished with- " " " "
of.the ideas he presents are: revval Communion,prayer but intercession. If I could give just one bit of advice to . . i- -" _/_, _& "

chains' prayer cells in h°mes' Prayer Partners' church every y°ung past°r' t° every minister/alstudent; it w°'utd " "! _'__ _,_

_b_ardprayermee_ings_and_he_ldstahdby_c_tagebes_mp_ythis_eamhdwt_pray_ef_ec_ve_y_rm_ure_ !_

prayermeetings. Rev.Hancock quotes from Dr.Eugene that my ministry would have been much more pi'o- ,. .. i . '" v

Stowe who-said, "Three months of well-organized ducfive had I.learned that lesson sooner. Effective _/,/"
..praye_preparation,should be a m n mum for revivalcam- prayer is not eesy,Yourpeople will not learn how to:pray
pegns:' "Prayerparaton," says Mendell Taylor,"should without an example. There is'no limit to the ideas that "
be. acc.ent_ated prior to a revival campaign arid con- can he.lpencourage prayer.. ['_,'.;'.';."_ ,__
tinued through the meeting. God.is ready to give,We • Prayer Partners . : -. .... ° _ " _- _,'

" must be ready to receive." • PrayerChains " " " '
Leonard RavenhiU,in Revival Praying, says, "Millions • Prayer Seminars • " ,,"

a man into apace. Yeteveryday thousands of.souls are • Prayer Clocks. " .... .

(launched;into e Chfistless eternity and are in orbit for- In our last revival we used the visualaid of a giant • "
ever in the regions of the darrfned. Few hearts thump 24-hour clock, divided into 15-minute segments. We did '_-_ _'_" - "

-over their etema misery; no banner headlines of the not emphasize.coyedng all 24 hours, but rather rheim Then there are the preachers who -&till.won't quit after 43 verses of "Justas I Am." . ,

10 . . " : "
" • • 11
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" . - . out calling regularlywith evangelism teams himself•and
., - saw his church grow.

• • "..... - 3. Analyze Yo(JrChurch to _npoint Strengths and
o . . WeaknesSes

. . . "'.

•. " " _" An analysisof the 1977 SundaySchool records of my
.... church showed that _,outfi and children made up 39

' _ • - percent of our attendance compared to a denomina-
...... - tional averageof 58 percent, Further we discovered that

• .. . . ;,,i our adults were predominadtly older.Finally it dawne_- . . '

• " ". ". . ' " ori us that we neecledto concentrate more on young
• " - adults• wt_ich.in turn-would increase the children and

: " " " " CharlesShaver youth• We took specific steps to strengthen fami;ymln- .
. stry:

" " " " " , a. Redevelopnursery poiicles. • "
.... b. Organize a mothers' club. _ "

...." .ow TO. _ i'll - proaehed Pharaoh in.what they knew from the begin- .c. Show the James Dobson film series. Eocus on the
" . nmg was a high-risk adventure (5:1), Fathily. :

•• - When Saul• after his conversion on the D_mhscus" d. Start a men's breakfast•
• .. .... • ,- , Road. came to Jerusalem to join the disciples, they re- e."Begm'mothers'.day out. . : • . " i

DEVELOP AN ' buffed_im. Only through.the help of the already tmsted . ' Expand summer VacationBible School.
• . Ba,';nabaswas he able to es!abiish a confidence base: g.. Add another jl4nior.high.class; - • • ..

, . . . • - . -- Then Saul was free to speak boldly .for Chr,ist (Acts h 'Add two new young.a.d.u;tcasses• " "

EVANGELISTIC ,Hirea youth rfiinister,
• - I do not mean to say that you enter your parish situ- After years of attendance decline in both Sunday ..

" " " .ation with the idea of earning trust sOyou can then run School and church thesechat]ges were made, and.the..
- - your program. Oh, no! You enter that pastorate to be last four years haveshown healthygrowth: Last year we

CONGREGATION God's man and serve people. As aloving, faithful; integ-, re{:eived_15young adult laY couplesinto meml_ership" " . . : rity-fil!edperson ;willing tolay dowh a chunk,of your I'ife received 38 by profession of faith or_as new .to,our
. . . . .. • ; ..foriothers,..you earn as a by-ptoduct the.right to lead denomination,andgrew 17 percentin.both worshipand

. tl3em_-even to high-risk adventure. . SundaySchool attendance.Analysis of our church was
• : ...... one of the keys to this iurnar6und, James Er_gel_and

- 2. "ModelEvangehsm for YdurPeople Wilbert I;4orton.have sold, "The .cutting blades o! any
" by Charles (Chlc) Shaver . '" "" " " Youcarry, the greatest weight Witfi your people when Christian organization are a research-based, Spirit.led
Professorof Evangelism.NazaKeneTheologicalSeminary .you.show. them how to evangelize,not just te!l them. I strategy to rea(_hpeople with the Good News and to

: , . regu arly take both laity arid seminarystudents with me buildthem in the faith"3(ital!cs mine). "
.... . . on personal evangelism calls_Mrs. Shaver and I invite .When a pastor is analyzinghis church, he willprotect
_- r . .. -. and; entertain both Christians and bon-Christians tO- himself from e_or by thinkingof evangelisminits br.oad-

. ... getfler ih our home in friendship evangelism. In,these _st _;ange.In other words, he needs to be concerned
t , - situations some will come to Christ. Meanwhile the.

• " - - " Christians who saw it happen will be encouraged to with: - • . . .. . •
. , . . • . . " share Christ, . -a. the contact of new people

i It is possible Io be an evangelistic pastor "confidence in you--before _he_; will follow Petei"Wagner has popularizedthe idea thatabout 10 b the cultivation of prospects : " "percent of Christians have the gift of evangelism. This c, the conversion of prospects -
_ I and not .have an evangelistic congrega- you out.on a high-risk adventure. Be sure d. the follow-up of new converts " "of course, meansthat many,pastors do nothave the gift -.

lion..It is sad Jfitends there. The pastor, as you havebuilt a solidconfidence base with. - of evangelism._Yet Wagner states, "The _astor of a e. the incorporation Of converts into the ire of the
spiritual leader,must lead that church to be- them before you call them to that risk; " " • 'growing church doesnot necessarily need to have the church

{ come what it should be. Let me propose' . God commissioned Moses to go to gift ofevangeism,although heshouldbeveryactive.in f theentire.sanctificationof believers
' : _• seven stepsa pastor can take to developan Egypt's Pharaohto deliverIsraelfrom bend- using hisroleof wJtness.""Sucha r_astorwillwinafew. g. the discipling'of Christians-' . .

evangelisticCongregation. . • age (Exod.3:11; 4:21).Yetthe first thing Mo- toChdst_hroughhis roleof witness.Inhissermons,he h. theequipping of believerstoserve
- 1. E,_tablish•aConfidence;Base ses and Aaron. did when they. arrived in " willillustrate with the conversions;tories of.thoselhe !. service, ministry,andspirtualreproducti0nbyma-

congregation.has come {o know as true Christians and ture Christians " "
Many evangelistic approaches entail h gh Egypt was to bring together the elders(the

risk. The present sa nts of your congregation., influence'makers) of Israel in order tO gain include his part in bringing about these conversions. Growth can be stopped by one I_reakin the chain. Inmy.
" " will-need to trust you--have_a high levelof theirconfidence.(4:29-31).Then_they ap- " " This pastor will encourage.those of his Congregation first pastorate,.l did very l ttfe to equ p'sain{s to serve. I -_,- • : . who_have the gilt--f evangelist. In one fast-growir_g put all _nyemphasis (_nreaching new p_ople in conver-.

2
.... congregation, Jean has for several years demonstrated sion, I prayed to that end.. My church was averaging

• _. the gift of evangelist. This didn't threaten her pastor at about 50 in attendance. Then.in a 41-day period, 42
• " ' " all.Heasked her,to te.adtheir evangelismprogram,went people sought God. I had not a single folloW-upworker

12 - 13
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trained. Itwas impossibTeto establishall these converts nesslng Laymen Make Living Churches, In it, Claxton -,,_"=_-- _ ,_,"¢_'_,_% .'5_-._-'_-'..'_.. _ •
myself, sklppecl an important link and suffered, for it. Monro and William Taegelstate. " _,_. _ _.,_. __.,,,._ ,

Now ftrain follow-upworkersearlyln my pastorateadd The non-Christiancannot'readilyidentifywith an or- '_.._t,l-__ . _ "_; _1_ " .'_'} ,,_'._- _ --_ ,,,7-_

take a more balanced approach to tlle broader range of dainedministerwhois,inhisopinion,a professionaltrained _(_ hl._hlc_d.'__._ _.hL',lrk'_{/..'_.;'_ ._ hl_hlothe__l,_k,[ llL_(_J_._,t.

evangelisi_. " " andpaidto talk aboutGod'sglory..Inhiseyes.the'ordained '-' '-'---_ " -- _'_th -'--''_'--_._,lr_ -- '
4. Commi# Yourself to an Equippin_ Ministry . 1

An. equipping ministry is one in which the pastor encouragedthisglorycomin(ltoseekint°thethelifesameOfahopelayman..forlikehimselfhimselfthroughheis 1 HUGO TOM " I _ SIM

teaches, trains, and develops his laypeopleso they may pursuing-aliving"relationshipwith Godin Christ.' __ "_ I'_ ' '_!_'_

discover their midistries and perform them. This con- ' t i i£-_. =_1 j_i_ "

- cept is taught In Eph:4_11-12.An equipping ministry is If W'ewarit an evangelistic congregation, we must - . _ " "
naturally a multiplying ministry. •James Kennedy has " halvelay testimonies about what God has done for indi-

stressed an equipping ministry in the area of personal viduals.There is another step, however.Testimoniesare ,,,(_,r,,_,q,,bor._ mlll_' e,c

evangelism training and has seen his cl_.urchgrow.f[om needed highlightingh'ow God ha, usedlayindividuals _._,'_!
17 tO6.500 members. He says, "It is becausewinning a to witness. Last Sunday night the preacher preached a

powerful messageon the second coming of Christ. Ear- HANSENS

_)ersonto Christ is so important that training someone - - " . ." " _ " PHILLIPS • .j.-_._

to win 10 or 100 or.l.000 people'to Christ is' so muct_ .lier in the service a layman, Don. had testified to God's __ _ _ . ,,,, . . •

more important:"_ ..... special grace to his family at the time of the death of his . .
infant daughter. Atthe funeral, certain relatives wept I ' _ . ,,,,.,,-._o,,. _. ,,,,'.,r_,,,,,l_',, _l_'_._"_)_ _-_c_,_

Most'churches should have a trainingprograrn in a uncontrollably. Den's 'other daughter. four years old, ALICEAND JOHN
planned, personal evangelism approach.Since not all' askedwhy suchtears.DicJn'tGrandparealizethatsister l . ' _ _)
will be gifted in this area,we need to provide training for hadgone to h.eaven?Don said that it might bethat _ - LEN LONANDMARGARET ".
the broader range of evangelism. Ina given year my Grandpa didn't have that.assurance of heaven• In the " _ "
local church will provideworkshops in friendship calffng next 24 hoursthe four-year-oldcame repeatedly,to Don " •
hospitality, fellowship groups, small-groupBible.studies. and asked him to tell GrandPaabout Jesus and heaven.. • • "
witnessing, follow-up, alta_work,and prayer as well,as The next daybefore Grandpa left to drive to his home .....
the intensive 16-week class on personal evangelism, state. Don hada serious talk with him. Grandpaprayed .pastors. AH_astors should preach evangelistically,from ago when an amazing growth began.•Many new pro-

t_meto time. I ha_,ebeen teaching my students: "If what gramshad alreadybeen insti_utedandwere in place,but
- Sometimes a. fear arises that personal evangelism and invited ehrist into his life. you preactl is the truth, truth is important enough to act no growth oc(:utred, Then. about four years .ago, we-training.willstifle spontaneous evangelism.On the con-. •

- In-(_urpublic services, we are _areful not to give a lot on n0w;So give the altar c:all."Phillips Brooks says. "A_ began "Dayspring,':a 6-7 A.M.Fridayprayer meetingthat
trary, it enhance_;it..The highly trained Pecome more- of detail of the procedures and methods used by which sermon exists n and for its purpose.That purpose is the has met every week but three over these nearly four
confident and more free to share Christ as spontaneous, people come to Christ. The [)._obJemif you do is that you persuadin{_and moving of men's souls."_-Thus the fr_- years. Only about 12 people meet-each week. but it is
situations arise. The pe[sonal spiritual development of revealyour strategy tOpeoplewho may be calledon and quent public invffationtO salvation,reclamation,or entire burdened, faith-filled, intercessory prayer, end God is • •

. those so trained is amazing. Just this _eek I was chat-
--- : ting with Dan.who io ned our.church in 1982. He'said. "1 witnessed to by your•personal evangelists. However, sanctification will be appropriate, answering• New.people.are being won to Christ,.prob-
- " i went into the personal;evangelismclass just toget addi- twice a year we hold a personal evangelis_n,banquet Planyour seriesof special services (revivals)carefully, lems are being solved, new ministries are beginning,the. with between 10 and 16 new converts tellinghow they sufficiently in adva[lce, and as higll points in.your year. c ty is being influenced for Christ. Remember Engeland

. lionel Christian. training--to round me out. But it were reached with the gospel. They get. very specific Selectan evangelistyou haveconfidence in andwhoWill :Norton sa(_ we needed a "research.based. Spirit-lee
changes your heart. Youview relationshipswith adiffer- about the methods by whichthey were reached,but this have the ability to inspire your people. Many events-., strategy"! How the Spirit leads us as we pray. Pastor--- "
ent heart. You develop.'soul-winning eyes."You look at. banquet crowd is a group alreadyChristian and commit- leading up to and dur ng th6'special service should in- call your people to prayed " :
people asones to witness,to." . .. " " " " " "

ted to.personal evangelism, vo ve yourpeople (special prayer,.fellowshiptimes after . On a day in.October, Del, a member of our church,
prepared to go ou{ shopping andt0 get his car repaired.5. Celebrate God's Grace Through.Public Testimony In public services, we express appreciation for,less services SundaySchool classnights, bring_a-friendem-

Debbie testified a few months ago that God did a intense forms of witness, because_ople, need to be phasis).. - " "- He had been involved in.personal evangelism training in
•-_ wodderful thing for her when Hesanctified her wholly. In encouraged tOwitness at all levels:ReCehtlyour minis- Ican honest y say that our•revivalsare exciting ever_ts, our local church, and he.was als_ a man of prayer.He
i that ou_people look to with anticipation.As 1write this,, prayed for, God's guidance that day and a chance to• her full surrender to Him. she felt so much better about ter of youth, presented what he called the Sunday " it Jseight weel_sbefore our revivalservices, 10utbothih witness for Christ. ,_t the Fiiestone store while waiting
. herself.Shestopped biting he.rnails, brought her weight. Scho_,tree. As he told the story of each'person who .our last. Wednesday prayer meeting and this Frida9 .for his car to be serviced, he struck up a convereation

problem under control,.end stopped nagging her bus- invited another to Christand the Sunday School, the • •
band Evenpeep e new to the church cou d dent fy with . i - vi-u I nam- morning prayer meeting],I heardothers praying for this with Jim. who had been transferred to the area by his" - . . . • . na_ cl a co came and stood at the front. By the - " - - " •
thin testimony•Regularly our church nwtes aymen to .... " revJval.When layman Brad prayedWednesdaynight, he.: company.

- tell what God isdoing in their lives--they prepare pew- time he finished the picture illustrated on the next page _ " reflected on his two years in the church and rejoiced that They.got into a discussion of church and spiritual
I erfl31testimonies-_n advance--:--andthey are given in .emerged. The front of the sanctuary filled With people, - : the revivals during that time had been spiritual high things..Del invited Jim to attend oLir church. The next

Sunday night services. AndGod breaks in and thereare and people in the pews caught a vision of _,hatcould be _ points for his family,He asked God that the.next revival .Sunc}ayI_ewas present. In a few days some ofour folks

i.1 spontaneous testimonies too-:-I've seenas many as 40 done in their webs:of relationships._ Elepeatedly..such -•. havesimilar impact, went with Pastor Wright to ball on Jim. They sharedin one service, public displays of.God's grace should send our people " Cht'ist _ith;him. Jim prayed and for the first time in his

.When new members are received, a brief biography _ome talking, thinking, andpraying about winning:the 7. Pray! " " "" I saved this until last. though in importance it is first. I life received the assurance of sa vat on J mnow atter_ds
h_ghtightingGod's working in thelriives JSg_Oen.Titus in lost'to_Christ.and.the church. - .. thought tha.t if I put it first in the article, you would just a the services regularly, gave a.powerful.. testimony to
a single service.G()d's grace is magnified from 10 or 20 6. Promote Exciting Public Evangelism - : think of it as a_tipof the.hat-to prayer and pass on. the congregation.on Christmas Sundaymorning, and is
or 50 _rspectives. Somehow a reluctanceto preach evangelisticallyand Earlier !n this article I mentionedyears of declinein the enrolled in the membership class.

A few years ago a powerful Peek appeared--Wit-" call for public commitment has gripped many of our Iocalcongregation of which l am a part--until four years The stories of theDelsand Jlmsha_penrepeatedlyin• -. (Continuedon page._7)
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" " .... . not doing the work of evangelism today, hand½."writes John Mil_er."It takes the Are we pastors setting the example?
As I took across my own denominationI form of"physical laziness and sluggish- In Evangelism and Your Church,• the

• ,. - . _ . .

] wonder if we are truly doing the ,_ork of ness of spirit, which really fosters fea_ wnter indicates that people will not rise •• " . . . ' , "

, . ." _. evangelists•The statistics are notreally Personal timidity and physic_l exhaus- higher in evangelism.thanrtheir pastor's
• . . convincing, tion often seem to issue frotn the Poi- examele. • .

. '.- :i ".. - _ i ... : • . It is one thing for our.pe0ple to invite sorted conscience of the slothfur man" My chuf'ch has raised more monkey
their friends and neighbors to come to (Evangelismand YourChurch, p. 29)i than it ever has irl its history. We've
our churches, our Sunday Schools. and As "we indulgeourselves,we can find. made some needed improvements on

. to get.involved; but it is still another all kinds of reasons for not going into the.building But our growth byl pro-
: , - - " "_ thing for us pastors to "go and call in the homes of peepie and meeting them fession of faith has been quite small.

ON'_:- DOING THE WORK these homes minister to them• and Our people havffbeen doing more
" things With more harmony.thal_ they

• evangelizethem• . ., .. . " " I took comfort in the fact that a few The greatest Indict-" ' havedone in some time. But my preach-

_!_ _V_I,N_LJ_LI_i--II&ll_ IIm_--Bill----II II--llll yearsagothechurchgrowthmovementTent of the church is ing nas nOt.been evangelistic. I haveOF " stated that only about10 percent,of the not that it Ilas fallen couragement and building up the saints.
" and the emphasis on spiritual gifts r been preaching mostly in the area ofen-

people have the gift of evangelism,I did short of the evarl-, i cecame disenchanted after preaching

" " . . • - ._ - not feel I was called to be an evang(_list - evangelistically for some time.and not
.... • by t-_aroldJ. 'Straiten , . . "inthe way they were presenting it_ But gelism mark, but that gett,ng any response. Now I'm wonder-

.•Pastor Church of the Nazarene•Golden, C_lo. even though I do not nave that definite it has quit striving tO i 'ing if there may be a direct,relationship
..... - .spiritual gift of an evangelist, I find that I ' ".betweer_a lack of personal evangelism ' "

.... " .... . Stillmust do the work of an evangelist." reach the mar.k, anc a lack of persons at the altar.
" - .. " _ Mychurch Ma_ualstates, The minis- " " " " There are many ways and places to

I"1. o pastors today have more de- ren would.believe onChrist, an echo el for i'ny brethren, my kidsmen according " _ " tar must have g_fts,as well as grace, for gain new contacts. In my first paste[ate.
mends on melr time I,han Pauldid Moses' prayer for his people. The ques- to the flesh" {ROT.9:3). I wonder if W.e " the work. ;. Saints will be edified and where they live. We don't rea y get to I found that a variety of persons gath-

when he wrote, "DO the work.of an tion comes to every pastor: How impor- really are doing the work of an evam sinnerslconverted through his ministry", know their needs, ered at one of' two local coffee shops. It _sbe'r_lto get into the homes, be- "
• - evangelist, discharge all the d'uties of rant is evangelisqi in my pastoral minis- gelist,thusmaking full proof of our Tin- (401A): "He must havea deep sense of every morning to drink coffee and talk. I

, . .your ministry" (2 Tim:4:5, N V)'_ F'aul try? iatry,we can le_e lot of goad p[ngrams the feet that soulsfor whom Christ died cause so many are not there during the joined them. I was ai01eto plant a lot of
! - fuilher instruct_.pastors to.preach me Is evangelism sornethir_gthat hap-' spuriously g[ab the first priority, are perishing, and that he.is called of hours that ',rewould liketo do our-call- seed.andgainedthe resLqectof,my corn-

God to proclaimto them the glad tidings ing,-Perhaps we=needto adjustour call- qlunity_-one of the benefits of pastor-
Word• be p],epared,correct, rebuke•en- _ pens ,.when we schedule.a commis. It is alsoeasy to getcaught inthett'aP . of salvati_:_n"(401). ing,to their schedules. We"might also log in a small community. In my presentcourage with a lot o! patience and care-.' siOned evangelist? How important is "of doing work ourselves that ought to..

• f[Jlinstruction, keep a cool heae. and be evange,sm to the church? D_ Purkiser be delegated to others. By doing this, " " "Continuous evangelism fails wher-, make'better u_e of the phone. Each in- pastorate, new families.visit our ch,.'ch
prepared for hardship: states, "The priority of evangelismin the we may try to legitimize .our tack of ever its spirit is r_otin the pastor.He is to dividL]almust adjust and"justify; in his nearly every.Sunday These are the t_est

i. How do we accomplishall that when preachingministry of the church is seen evangelsm by keepingtoo busy." lead, strengthen, and guide. The whole own mitid, a"calJJngschedule..that will . prospects for evangelization.-we have people re.four different hospi- in the fact that the great wbrd for the toneof his ministry and the whole tenor work. Larry Chdstenson states.in Back to
i.-. Iatsscattered across town, people living church's message'--the word gospel-- ' THE PASTOR IS THE KEY, THEY SA,Y of.his preaching.mustsustain theeffort, EVANGELISMBY SEMINARS; Square One, The greatest indictment

30 miles from the church on whom we is the very term from which evangelism I have been doing a lot of reading and or it withers," states Frederick DeLand DOES IT WORK? " of e Christian congregation is not that it
mustcall, andtheDenvei_Br0ncoscom'- comes. Evangelism is •not lUSt part of soul searching regarding this matter of Leite in Every-DayEvangelism. " VVehold seminarsand workshops to is fallingshort of the mark but that it has
ing tO town next Sunday? the church's task in the world. It comes pastoral evangelism. I recent!y read Are we getting away trot _,hat Paul train people in- vanous kinds of evan- quit strivirlg to reach the mark•"Let's not

In Paul's.day people were usually in very close .to being the whole of it." Evangelism and You/" Chuf'ch, by C. . . . told his son Timqthy? Do we end. up ' geIism, and we have many items on the let programs,'buildings, and finance get
their, homes or' working in their fields (Fret0 The New TestamentImage of the John Miller. Miller is pastor of the New sl_ending.too much time at" meetings, church agenda for discipleship traifling in the way of doing the work of an even-
when,the pastor called.,Of course.half "Ministry;, by W._T._Purkiser.) Life (Orthodox) Presbyterian Church of too much.;time in things that dull our and discipling. But are we really mobi- getist and making full proof df odr minis_

,. the p0Pulation wel'e.in slavery or it) As a pastor/evangelist feet inade- Jenkintown,..Pa.. and teacher of evan-' sensitivityto theneeds of people?"Self- lizing people? ..Or are we just simply try.
some kind Of,bot]dage. That was hard quate.Perhaps you feel the same way. gelism at Westminster Theological " " "indulgence represents a special and teach!ng them to carry around note- Let us hear the Wordof Jesus anew:
on their personal freedom, but the pas- Faced with this we often do not do the Seminary It is his assertion that we are cootinUihg.temptation to tne,pa_tor, be- books? We must get them out of the "As my Fathe( hath sent me, even st)

• tor could find them easUy.-Paul didn't wor'k of'an evangelist because we may cause his time is large!y in his own .classroom.and out lethe people. • •send I you" (John.20:71).
.haveto meet with a proliferationol com- meet rejection or turn people away• . . • .. . . .
mittees before every transaction or Many times I find. it easy to do other ...... • .
decision, Marriage counseling was un_ things to keep me busy and yet giveme - . . . ...... _; £ ...... _ . r ,_ . , : . r : = , . j ........... . .... . ..... t _ ,

heard of, I wonder :whether hypo- a sense of do!ng the mnstry of the - • - . ....
chondriacs'requestingprayer foe this or church:ButPaul•wr0te to Timothy,"Do - "

" ' that illnessabounded then. - the work•of an'evangelist, make full . , " - - " _ "
Todays pastor needs to developgood proof'of thy ministry" (2Tim. 4:5).This is HOWTO DEVELOP...

' time-management skills and to set prior- the stuff of,which mandates ai;emade (Continued from page 15) . " " . _ " . _: . . .. . ,

1' flies. The top pdodty Is evangelism. I wonder if today's pastors see the " our church, not 0nly because we have an evangelistic. 3.'JamesEngelandH. W_lbenNonon. What_sGoneWr°ng withtheHarveat?

i Jesus spoke of tearing the 90 and 9 people as Paul did:. =F6r I could wish pastor, but also because we have an evangelistic Cod- (GrandRapids:Zondervan.1975),13.4. D. James Kennedy, Evangelism Explosion, 3rd ed .(Whea on, I1: T_'ndale

to find the 1 lostsheep. He spoke a so that myselfwere accursedfrom Christ gregatiOn. And we are working and praying that it be H,_use.t983),S. " ' "of being the Good Shepherd who will- " 5. claxtonMoOreandWilliamTaegel,W_lness_ngLaymenMakeLiving
lngly paidany pricefor His sheep. Paul : - more so. Let's work to fill ou_ world with evangelistic . Ch_hes(waco."rex.:_rd. t 96S),_'t.
spokeofli)eing,,allth]ngstoallmen, that . congregations! _ " _ 6. WinArnandChadosArn. The Master_ Plan for Making Disci_cqes tPaa-• ; . arlene. Calif.; Church Growth Presa, 1982). 43-44, mpo[t a sunday el 14,000

I might by all means save some" {1 Cor. Harold J. Straiten NOTES • . )aypeoplf_. Over 75 percent attributed their being in Chdst and the churCh to a

9:22). In" Romans. he declares his will- - frie:nd or re{alive. "rhua rt_e web of relationships is the meier reason why people
1. Peter Wagner, )t_r Chur_l Can Glow (GIon_eio, C _,1if.: Rag=, 1976); 81. come to Christ. -

ingness to be damned if only his breth- 2. Most r_atnes have been changed toprotect p_ivacy. The events are tfue_ 7. phillips erooks.'Lecture_ On Pmaching'(Grand Rapids: Bake_ 1978). 110.
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ISMPRAYER ANDEVANGEL •- ..
- . - . . ,

, by Jack O. Bowman " _....
Pastor. Eastside Church Of the Nazarene. Denver , -.

_ _ |S anyone here hearing from heaven?" also abjectsto it and tights it. Ha'crees both prayer and evangelism.TOstart His . _- '. "
,' . P _ • " . -

.11Charles G. Fmney always asked that everything in.his power to detain, dis- ministry, He spent 40 days and nights in

. question at the start of a revival cam- courage,ordefeatprayers. Thegreat,st the.wildei;nessfast,ng(Matthew, chap- " How to Make an Altar Callpalgn. If he found one active prayerwar- power wehave in br.ingingman back to tar 4)."The New testament Church was.... " "
don he made himself the second.party, God is evangelizing _n the.power of . founded on prayer and launched'with. " • . "- -" ' "

agreeing for revival on the Promise of prayer. . .the 120in the Upper Room praying " Help SeekersMatt. 18:19:Againlsayuntoyou, That,7 rnthe Rookof.DanieL the 1Orb.chap- (Acts. chapter 1). The apostle Paul, andtwo of you shall agree on earth as. tar, w_read that D.anielfasted for tnreH when he.ordained the eldersat Antioch: . • .
touching any thing tlfa_ theyshall ask. it weeks before he received an. answer, prayedand fasted for them (Acts 14:23).
shall be done for them of my Father Then a certain man from heaven ap- Again.the.apostlePaul admonished the
which is inheaven, peered and said: "Fear not. Daniel: for church at Corinth "Give yourselves to' • .. - . • - " ' " ." : "

The best tool for evangelism is usu- from the first day that thou didst set fasting and prayer" ('1 Co_ 7:5). " by.Duane Yoesel, "ally the most neglected--prayer and thine heart to understand, and to I tla_ a godly pastorwhen I was a
fasting, When Jesus came down from chasten, thyself before thy God, thy teenager.He loved the Lord, his church. . . Pastor, Church of the Nazarene, Westminster,Colo. . "
theMount of Transfiguration He found words were heard, and I am come for and the youth el his church. One day , . • • • . . .
nine distraught, frustrated, and con- thy words" (v. 12. : sever'a/of us boys and this pastor were.. .' . . " . , - . • ..

'fused discipleswho couldn't heatthe fa- We need to pray for the imp0ssible swimming.in .oui" "fa_,oriteswimming " "

ther's lunatic'son. Jesus healed the son. E B..Me.yeronce said: "You do not tesl hole. and one of the young men asked " TOday, somewhere in Jerusalem a Yemenite Jew.sits had its beginning in 19th,.century Methodism. It wasand when He and His disciples were the resources of God till you try the ira. how the posto(, got calluses on his ,"
alone, they asked: ;'Why could notwe possible." God is still interested in per- knees. My pastor's answer was, "Talk" • " . . I cross-legged on tl3e floor Of a synag.oguei, dudng.tbe powerfulrevivalof that.time thatthe practice

, cast him out?" Jesus' all-important reply " forming miracles. "Therefore I say unto ing !o my Lord." Wrapped in a prayer shawl, he sways backward and of inviting penitent sinners to the public altar for prayer
was: "Because of your unbelief: for. you What-things soever ye desire. Years later, at (he_1972"Ganerai.As- " forward asbe recitesthe Torah, was.first introduced..
redly I say ui3toyou, !fye have faith as a when ye pray, belieOethat ye receive semblyof the Churchof the Nazarene in " . In Istanbul, a man completing his Ramadanfast which Our church altar should be frequented by both sinner
grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto them, and ye shal have them" (Mark Miami. Florida, I shared a small tJ;t,vel
this mountain, Remove hence to yonder 11:24).What a promisel So large, so di- trailer with the same man. I noticed his .-has lasted for a month pros(ra;tes himself five timesa and saint. We must remove the :stigma or "invisible

wne, that it is hard for our finite minds knees were more callused.than 'when I d_y as he looks toward: Mecca, the holy city of Me- sflield" surrounding our altars if we want.them to corn-
• i plaCe;shallbeandimpossibleltshall remoVe;unto.you.andHowbeitnothingana small hearts to concewe. It is the was a teenager,and I knew without ask- hammed. plement o.ur services_ Maybe we have cultivated the

' " " this ktnd goeth not out but .by prayer language of faith. God delights in doing =ng that he still maintained his practice. I[1"Kyoto, a Zen monk arises at 3 A.M. tO sit cross_ idea that only liars, murderers, or thieves should-ever •
.I and fasting" (Matt.17:19-21). Faith and hard things, of "talking with his Lord." The very next " " egged and immovable ashe seeks to plumb the depths pray at the altar. Dr. Jarrette Aycock, former evangelist

prayer and fasting go and grow to- God's greatest acts'areimpossibilities year he was "graduated" tohis eternal
1 gather, for man. In His creation He mabe a uni- home. I_went immediately to the small of Buddhism, . and.distriCt superintendent in the Church of the'Naza-

Where there is no prayer there is no verse out of nothing. His .redemption OklahomaCommun=tywhere neand his In India. we .visiJalize a mother as she sacrifices her. rene; said, "Codhas helped me to help thousands find -
t v}ctory;,where the pdce .is paid in pro- overcomes difficulties impossible for be- wilelived. Standingin the funeral nome, strongest, oldest child to the river to appease the gods. helpat the a!tar on what I call 'The Fourth Proposition.'
;=' vailingprayerthe spiritual.results_re be- man wisdom or power. "With mar)this is the director:said to me, "1thougi3tthe In Mexico, peep e draw on their hands and knees for We invite people forward to be saveO, reclaimed, and

yond expectation, Gene Edwards, in impossible; but with God all things are "familysaid he'was a minister.Then how miles and miles over rough stones and streets to wor- filled with the.Spirit; and I sometimes wonder if we

How to Have a Soul Winning Church, ,possible" IMatt. 19:26).Pray for the im- come he has such callused knees?' ship at anidolatrous.shrine, Should not have a fourth proposition inviting Chiistianssays, "One mason bersonal evangelism possible, . . i'S'r.'I said, "he got those from spend-
. Is so weak in _he 20th century is be- Our Lord Jesus was the Master of _ngso much time on his knees in prayer. All of._theseare seeking God in the most diverse ways to the altar to get help." Hewent onto say that he would

• .cause.w(t nf]ver pay the .pricefor it. To " " petitioning his Lord for his family, his imaginable. But the Wor_ of God says, "We have an invite Chn'stians to the altar with these words, "How
win people your church will first have to church, and h_s friends." I knew. be- altar" (Heb. 13:10), symbolic of a place where mortcan many Christians;am there Ii'ere who say: 'Preacher, I am
get down on its knees.'_ cause tnat man was my dad: What a meet God freely and openly for their spiritual needs, not backslidden. I love God and I am trying to hold on to

Our instructions in Matt. 6:6 are: "But heritage! While standing -atthe Need of.
thou, when thou prayest_enter _ntothy his.casket I hl_ardmany from the corn- • Most of the mean ngfu} cerem0ntes'and exPeriences of Him, but I will admit I have lost ground.l have seen better

: closet, and when thou hast shut {lly mL_ni!yu_ter the plea, !'PaStor,Pastor, " - our spiritual liVes center around the altar in a church. A" days-spiritually.' You definitely.edm!t you are not w_ere,
door, pray to •thy Father WhiCh i.s in " who now will pray for us?" The words dedication, a wedding, the Lord's Suppe,, sa vetion . you, once were, aqd whel'e.you ought to be and want to
secret." God Is Interested in our re- varied,I_utthe heart cry was the same. _ sanctification, rededication, and ordination happened be. Would ybU be willing to.come an_ kneel and let us
quests, knows them even before we As'for my part I sha_leeve_"forget the " ' " ' for most of us.around an altar. .... gather around and pray for. _,ou?" (Taken fr0rn Evan-

ask, bdt He wants us to'ask..Leonard advicet_egave me: "Son, go forward on ": One day. while talking to .my naighbor _friend from gelism, 139/deas and Quotes, edited by Nell B. Wis_-
Ravenhill(Why Revival Ta.tries)says this your knees." , . -, "....
about Goaland prayer:. Prayer.isasvast Armin R. Gesswein, in Evangelism in another denomination, he related to me unashamedly man, p. 43.)
as God.because He Is behind it. Prayer the lifeline with tears running down his cheeks that he was really It greatly disturb's meto see people I have pastored

is as mighty as God, because He has of New Testamentevangelism .the oxy- .. ..... disappointed and disillusioned by his church: When I for years who make.a profession of faith,.yet who have
•committed Himself.to answer It._ gen ofits holy fire. The New Testament asked .why, he replied: "They have taken the altar out of never been seen praying at the altair fol" any reason. We

Praying Is fighting. It is said. _Satan was born In prayer. It knows no even- ". - " _i - . . our chuf'ch," Others _iss desperately What we many must use our altars often in t.he public service if we
trembles when,he sees the weakest gelism without prayer, and no prayer
saint upon his"knees. Prayer over- whichdoes not lead to evangelism.God. times take for gr.anted. I made up my mind that there . expect needy personsto.respond publicly at the invita-
comes the evil one and sin. It is our best has joined these; we must.never.sepa .... wouldalways be an altar in mychurch., lion time. It will.be difficult if not finally impossible to

_ weapon. Satannot onlyfears prayer,but Jack O. Bowman rate them. _, The altar, or "m0umer's bench" as it once was called, 'conVince the laity ofour churches thai'something eter-.
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nally significant is |aking place unless they see people less wedefinitely have a direct word from God to that • . ..
actively seeking God at the altars., effect. Also. we haveall been guilty of sayingwe will sing " , - ......

Thereisnosuost,tutefortheprayerandconcern'ti'iat lustonemoreyerse_.andlthenwesingmore, ltisbetter " AS: O.nc.isurround the actual service. - • never'to make that staten_entat all,0.rif you am going {o ".
Followingaresomepractica_ideasonhowtomakean sing only one more verse .do it If you feel led to sing J. ........ ._. . . _... . . .

another then you are free to , s . I-' . boyf, iffor'd.Ohl3W, Jr, . _ ' . . i •
effective altar call. . ' " " do t. Bee"pecisily sensi_ " . i-_ _ :

1. Set the mood in the service that paves the wayfor tive to th_ integrity of your.statements during an altar " " -. " . . - ChUrch t _Naz_._._._._e..!_tersburg, P,. . - : • _ ,..

God's Spirit to do His work. This includes the ;)roper call. " " " " '"t ........ .- _ '_ .... . . _ _:: -...... ,_-- ._ '_.... '.,:i _.,_o,'...
songs an atmosphere of worship and reverence,and a 7. Be very clear to the intent of your invitation. If you ,
sermon that lifts up Christ and points men and women are in_'itingpeople for salvation,tell them so. The Same ". ,'Mate," beSalcI,'_'when'youhave.
to Him. hqlds true.for sanctification, reclamation, or as Dc Ay-

2. Make •sinners feel comfortable and welcome in %-_
_/ourchurch, and then through God's Word and the con-

victing power of the Holy Spirit make them feel misera- not
ble and uncomfortable in their sins. A "holier than ihou:: " . dgglngiri a semlstem manner end
attitude from the pulpit will chill the interest o_the sin- • tothe demandof the "alectde box,"
ners in your.church and in.the Savio_Jesus. our Savior officersand seamen "manned the come
and Example; walked with sinners and socialized with • rail."
them, yet He remained unspotted in theworld. There they .were: .soldiers. I_ he said, 'tYou takeri_care of .by

3. Allow sufficient time for thea_tarcal_.D_ not clutter .blue, Standingat attention,'_aclng-: line brass, when: you're. homdandretirod.
upthe service with legitimatethings that take time from . the,.rail.and .llnlng..it.every 10 feet drono_,..no_ash __canson a sub__and -That "groat _ibucl0f witnesses"

the expedient thing. I have witnessed., and. probably . " .. " Untllborder.theship.wore a perfect blue......"crosshailingtorpedobombers_ . em not rooting-for,our ceremony;• , i. t_,o.,-_m_Jt, i f_;_h_,,=_n_ . our buildings_LTDs,or f'm,anclalre-
evendirected, some services that were not mucl- more ,The spectators murmureo,- ...... ':"::',:.." ..... :" "r........ ;'-rts The'" are a war_,,rs fish-

; than a spiritual three-rir_gcircus. Youcannot get'people cock urged, for the foutlh Droposition.The invitation t.h_c,r,=rl nnd clanned, It WRSa We.only overhaularid paint up 1. P'., . .. 1. . __ "," , ,
into the spirit of Worshipand confron't them with Chdst should closely followthe theme of your message. Be as -._.,,-_-., - r-,- • . - ,,,,,-_ ,.,,,_,4__ ¢_,,,._,,,,_,_os,_'S " ermen, harvesters, ./nay un_er-

: in just a few closingminutes. " ; defipite in your. invitation as,ypu are _n your message. ,.,_=u.,,., .o,u,,,_: " " -- - • ., " ,_,-.,_o,,,u'c'_t'hnM ,---,fish,__.nt_t------.lrtnkrtn "_hnrn*__..r. .start° ,only...., one tnlng:.tota=.. ,v ctory
. Nearbyatood a c?mme_,a.Ir!sn -'r_,,=,,,,h=,_,v,=d_,_,_=,_,- fi, nf *forholtnessaridtotaldefeatfor,sin.

4. Ne_er quench" the Holy Spirit. I have a few so- We must•also be sensitive in our meetings tOpeople '. ern_an;and on:see=ngthis dmplay . -'"_ _,_---_,,_,-.,,u ._tT,.".,^L_.,,_ . ' ,,_,,_,_,._,,,;,,,,., ;,=,,,,-;,_ ,,,.,,;o,
called saints in my church WhOare more.interested in who are not familiar with altar.services. Make sure you " - h=,._,=_"nr_ nlH r_tli'_d _h/_f ceremony, .s.es o,, w_,,_,_uo • - ,.,,,,,,=_,,=,_,,,_LU"_" "_ _"''"" " " ........... ' ............. ' f road
the serv=cenot ast ng more than one hour tl'_n _ see- explainquickly and simply that you are inv!tingpeople to ; I-t_,f_t,unin'¢=rnnl'awh_" ==c¢_h=lt_k endspendsthe week talking about . for ceremony, but to re b -

: _ngneeds met at the.altar, If God moves in an unusual Jesus, not to join the .churchor to shake the preache_"s . tho,,_,-,,_,_.l,,., ,_,,om_lish with this It.A real fishermanfishes allweek• sides,set nets;andcombinea her-
, _ way,don'tallowtime to controlwhatHe is tryingto do. hand.We won'thaveanytroublemakingthisclearinthe " . ,.,=--',.---.rn_n_=_r":'-Hl'_,-r-.,_i_nlu----..---tl_r-rll"}l_dwA|l:.... .. andspends,the..weekend,..talking..... to._ vest.And,.this great cloud of

On my first Sunday at my curreht church ] io/'eached altar call if we make it clear in our Preaching. .a danger the church feces today.' . God.... . _. . i : ... n.e._es_ls_i..ngbandages forthe . .
' on the subject "We Havean AItar."ln the service that day 8: Beprepared for the actual altar calI. There is noth- • ' "The War_sover, mate" he Said. " The fighting crawls known for. Pu_P_u."u=_'u"uuvtu>_."•_'"'."_='_'

i. were my aunt and uncle'andcousin Kathywrfom I bad ing more distressing.ormore disturbing than havingde- , . "This is "only_ceremony,:and we the enemlesdes_'oyecla.ndfellow- ' .. Linethe r_d!?•N0t'ye! sal(o¢l.tis.• • don'thaveceremonydudngawar. _ me0 rescued afishermsnbY what' '. at II.batt!e:_s.tatIons ana general
not seen for more than 15 years. Kathy was 26 and livemdyoursoul in pre_ching,bringingthemessage to a _.,Thenext quest(on'followedlog- .he:"packe out.at the_.:And 'quarters,ana w_]lt)e .-,-. untdtnerecentlydivorced.Inoticed thatshe was touchedby the- conclusion,havingthe Spiritof Goclevident•andthen ' " c_,v, "Why'do they do t fnen? . the chui'ch?Jesus sad By the r : Admiralcells ushome. _ I,
presence of the Holy Spirit crying openly as the altar havingthesong, leader-orpianistfumble throughahym- • ..... . -" . - - :. : .... .'. • . . , . " ..
call was-giv,'en. I closed the service after a few re_ nal trying to find an.invitationalsong, Trainyour musi- - .. " '- . . ., • • - .. . .... ,
sponded, but Kathy was r_otone of them. didn't speak, cians to .be prepared and to be as _nconsp=cuousas . • '- " " '
tO her .either privately or publicly about her need. be- possible. It seems to me that the preacher should in • •
cause Ididn't know her very.well nor anything about her most cases pick out the invitational song in advance. " " " " ' . . .

I life•Kathy never attended church again. Three months and the more familiarsongthe better. The attar worker happened to be my uniqLJepast0rfrom man unobtrusively prayed and observed what was hap-
I. af.terthat service she put a shotgun nto her mouth and Counseling.Seekers at the Altar " " : high school days. On that Sunday, a chronic seeker pen_ngaround the altar. When he.witnessed someone

pulled the tdgger, h have often wondered what might 1. Whether you are a. _?astcr.oran evangelist, if you • named John was again at the altar.My pastorgot down having difficulty.in finding victory, he silently moved in
havehappened f:we had•sung another verse and hel_ invite people to the al_ta_to pray_you should have the " " besidehimand said "John,here is what we are goingto • and began to pray and counsel.Almost without excep-
on a little longer, common courtesy to stay and pray with them. or for " do• I'.rngoing tO pray you through tO victory, and then tion, in just a few minutes the seeker found joy and
- 5. Never ."force"the altar calf.Twoor thme_,erses of them. No visitor in your services ismore important than . take this hamrner (which happened to be behind the satisfaction. I wonder if- his secret was somewhere

invitationalmusic are usually enough. If nothing is'hap- the seekerat.your alta_ '* altar) and h t-youover the head untily.ou.aredead. That wrapped up in his own Close walk with God and his

" " - pening it might be _etter tb simply pray or sing an 2. _Allow people, initially,.ithe time to pray.fo/them- • . - is the only way you •will ever make it to heaven." " genuine desire to help others find Him.
upliftir)gsong arid dismiss_If you haveto coerce people selves. S()met[Fneswe have so rnanypeop(e prayng :.. . - Strangelyenough, it seemed to work. Whether out o1_ Effectivealtar:calls and res_bnsedo not just happen.
to respond, the spiritual encounter at the altar isusually/ around them they,can't £.ommunbwith God. Give;them fearor victory,John hover had to come back to thealtar .._rve found that God usually honors me in direct propor-

_, with.man and not with God. time to do businesswith God themselves.God theHoly. again and testified to cor_stantvictory, tion to my plans, my prayers, and my preparation.'Fail-
• . . 6. Be esPecially,sensitive during the altar call about Spirit is still the best Altar Worker. However, there are I'm not recommending that approach. The best altar ure.to give our best selves andcurliest methods to this

your treatment 6f peop_band their em0tidns_Granted,, times when prayerful counsel is needed. Ke_epyour worker I ever witnessed was a manwhose name I don't Important part of evangelisticendeavor may bar some-
emotions playa big part In the spiritual process, but we counsel simple and Bible-centered: Don't bomba_ the " . remember but whose face Ican stillvisualizearound the one's entrance into this holy of holies where we make
sh0uldn't manipulatepeoplein any way. For examp_e,l seeker with denominationalshibboleths or phrases that _ •. - altars of Bethany F!rst Church while I was a:student our sacrificesof praiseto the Most High. •

" don't feel thai_w_ should make statements about this. most don't understand or comprehend• them. He had never been to-an altar workal"s seminar, We owe it.to the Kathys who may never enter our
. - maybe being someone'.slast chance to get saved, un- remember•one humorous incident from my.youth, but he was most effective•This quiet Christian gentle._ churches again. . - . .
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" - - " " be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some
.pastors and teachers..to equip the saints for the Workof

..... _ V.mtrilstr,y (Eph. 4:11-12. RS ). - ,-

i " •-" " - ' • " " , " ". "' .. " • Equipping LaypersonsRequires_A.T.R.Disciples
: "Whomdo I equip first?"Tbe !ady who constantly

. . . asks to he!p in the church in some way? The excited
. . ' new Chdstian,burstingt6 share his faith? The church

Jesus was trulya'Man of visipn-Yes, He was con- stagnantas a farm pond in August.What a church- I_oara'_.The answers e in whether or not they arecernedwith the everydaytasks of :ministry,but I needstoday n_orethan perfectprogramsand soothing EA.T.R.disciples.I don'tmeanoverweight; meanFaith-
believe He was even more concerned.withhow they servmces,is God-givenvision!We needto be dreamers .'t " ful. Available,Trainable,and Reproducible..
affected the fqture.He trainedHisdisciplesto take their inaction, isteningto the very'wordsof our Master.But Usually,the ast personto equip isthe Chdstianwho

.getsexcted andenthusiasticforJesusonSundays,buteyes off presentwoddlyprobems and look to H s eter- we mustalso share our VlSmOnswith layperso s.
halplan.In Luke9:25, He asked them, "What:goodis it • -_ . . " - ' n Re u res C;mm tment gives{he Lordthe=restof the week off. Jesusequipped

' • for'aroan'togainthe whoe world,andyetlose o_;forfeit - _-quippmgtne Layperso q • - " 12 strong,dedicated men Who knew Him personally,
his very self?" (NIV); The pastormustbe committed.I believethatif evera nt matey They wereordinarymen but they were faith-.

Thelast words Jesus spoke "to His disciplesbefore pastor fails concerning evangelism,it's in commitment. .-__. ful, available, trainable,and reproducible.Imagine the
He ascended into heaven were, "But you will receive Paul in 2 Cor.5:19 declares, "God was Ceconcilingthe ...... ¢_. fath Jesushadinthese men!Eventhoughtheywere full'
power when the HolySpidt comeson you;and youwill world .to himself in Chi'ist, not counting men's stuns of weaknesses,Jesusleft theentireplanof savationin
be:my witnesses in Jerusalem..and in.all Judea and againstthem.And hehascomm=ttedtoqusthe.message theirhands,Whenit comes to equippingourown peo-
Samaria',-andto.the endsof the earth" (Aclts1:8, NIV). ofreconciliation_'(NIV).Imaginethat. God.theCreatorof

.. theentireuniverse,haschosenusto doHisworkon this pie,we shouldlook for EA.T.R,disciples•
' " Equipping LayPersons RequiresVision . earth.He has committedit to us!Butwait a minute;are BeforeI equipsaintsfor evangeUsm.I havethemsign

" " " Recently,.L,met with the senior pastor of one of the we committed to Him? Are we witing to paythe price? a contract saying they will completethe programendremainin it to reproducethemselves.Both of us keep ..
. . fast=.st-gr0wingchurchesintbe Seattle-Tacomaarea. Are we willing to lay down our livesto win people to copiesOfthe contractas a reminder.They are required

Hesharedwrothmehs Church'sprojectedgoalsto 1994. Christ?
, He'snot afraid to dream of a congregationof 5,00Oto A chicken and a pig left the farm to seek their for- to attendallsess=onsof training.If they missmorethan

. 10,000 inthe next few years•He'snotafraidto dreamof tunes,-theold.storygoes,Whentheycame to a.country three,they willhaveto repeatthe program Establishing
. tithesand offerings tripling,He told me he t:equireshis "restaurantthe chicken conceived a .great idea, The Camerique thestandardsand levelsof expectationat the beginning

staff of 15 to spend at least a half houra week just chickensaidto thepig,"Why.don'twe go towork forthe • later.elthe coursesaves a lot of headacheand frustration
sittingand dreaming. He has.themget abso utely alone restaurant?We can providethe ham and eggs!" The pig

; _ with God just for the purpose of allowingGod.toreveal thought for a time before replying;-"No! For you that _" ' " ' " " " " •
, " His vision to them..I believethis is a good idea for every " would involve a mere contribution, but for me it would " 'His disciples:_lamesthe bi'otherofJesus andJames the Faithful "
r" minister.. - mean total commitment!'_As God,s leaders inthis sin-. son of .Zebedee preached and were killed by mobs in. believe in faithfuti_essand accountability.AcCount-

The Biblesays, "where there is no vision,the people saturated society we need to be totally committed to Jerusalem; Matthew was slain by a sword.in Ethiopia; ability is something we often neglect In the cnurch:-.-leader. and the church b0ard.q'akea Close10ok.at Jesus
perish" (Prey.. 29::18). What a simple but convicting saving the lost. Philip was hung n Phrygia Bartholomew was _flayed someth ng we expect only 'of .;the pastor, the youth- alive in Armenia• Andrew was crucifiecl in Achaia_

I .statement! Toooften churches settle for-mediocrity, be- Jesus committed to us the task of spreading the " . .come comfortable with .normality, and soon become. Gooe News--regardless of the cost. Look what it cost Thomas was run through with a lance in East India; methods. "He sent them out to preach the kingdom of
. . . . . . Tl_addeuswas shot to death by arrows; across went up God"; "When the apostles returned.' they reported to

• " . in Persia for Simon the Zealot and another in Rome for Jesus what they haddone" [LuRe9:2, 10,NIV).FirstCor.-, 4:1-2 tellsus. "Men ought to regard us as servants of

' EQUIPPING LAYPERSONS Peter.MatthiaswasbeheadedandJesusChristdiedon
• ' Christ... it is required that those who'have been given

. a cross: Wilt it cost us anything? .
I • " - The aitymust'becommitted. A laypersonwho felt-the e trust must prQvefaithful" (NIV). Faithfulness is like a

" " " need to be totally oommitteoto God compiled a rather postage stamp. Its usefulness lies inthe abilityto stick

FOR EVANGELI'3M ...-- iengt_y_`to_aiithet_gshewo_d_dwo_l_n,tdofor.toone_h_ng_ntiit_e_obiscompleted.That'_t_ekin_o_`...... ,4, ,,,,,__o,_,,-,_,,_ "Here meri and wo_en Jesus Wantsto use. He wants to be. I " God. He dateclhms,=_,=,u,,_--,-,,,, ............ t'.' . :'.. able.to say to us..;'Welld;one,good andfaithful ser:vantl
L6_d,make.my life count!" Toh_samazement, tne Lore." Youhavebeen faithfulwitha few things;Iwill put youm

t " " did not answer him right away.After several weeks, inthe middle of the night he was awakene_l. "Son," the charge of many tl_ings.Come and share your master's
,. , happiness!" (Matt. 25:23. NIV):" ' . • " HolySpirit seemed to say, If youre rea y committedto "

- •. Me, takea blafik sheet of paper,sign at the bottom, and Available •
by David L. Thompson I'11.1illit in_" They must be not only faithful_but also available."As
Ministerof Youth/Evangelism If pastors are going to equip their laypeopte, both ..Jesus walked beside the Sea of Ga ilee; he saw Simon

Churchof the Nazarene;Westminster,Colo. must be commuted. Presently Iamdiscipling a man who and his brother Andrew casting a net into.the lake. for
" " " " ' has said. "Yes.I will be comm'tted ' He has gK,en Thurs- they were fisllertnen: 'Come. foltowme; Jesus .said,

- daynightstoshareJesuswlthsomeonewhohasvisited 'and I willmake you fishers of.men'.At once they left
" ' " " " outchurch: He hasti_sted the vision;and evangelism, their nets and followed him. When he had gone a little

which once had no place in his life, is now a priority. farther,he saw James son Of-Zebedeeand his brother . .
.... " • . John in a boat, preparing their nets. Without delayhe

For too ong Satanhas c[evedyconvinced the Church
" " that the work of evangelism belongs tO professionals, called them. and they left their father Zebedee ir]-the

. . . . ' " The popularviewis, "T.hepastorcan doa much better boat with the.hired men ano followed, him" (Mark
. " " " job shar ng Chr!st. After all, that's what he went to semt- 1:16_20,NIV).

Da_,idL. Thompson . nary for."The biblical concept of ministry is that every Every time I read this passage I am amazed/_t how •
" - - believer ministers. "And his giltswere that some should willing anti available the disciples were. I'm sure they. _ " (Continuedon #age52)

":..... " 23
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PREACHING
FROM.JOHN3:16" • _ HE GAVE HIS ONLY BEGOTYEN SON,

_ . _ THAT WHOSOEVER BELIEVETH •IN HIM

• - SHOULD NOT PERISH, BUTHAVE EVER,
. . . . ,

_.-- If a truly-evangelistic-text ever existed, it is •.. .. LASTINGLIFE.
• .. John3:1.6.Therefore.we asked four preachers - " ....... -- . • , . . . . - .

", • " . "

_'. to develop an evangelistic sermon o,utline on .... ' "
•_,•. this. "best •loved'" text . . •" . : .
• _t . ,

i : " • _ " '. _,- - - " - - . " " :

; " LOVING IS GIVING ' " THE THREE "Rs_ OF REDEMPTION . - LOVE'""""-"'*"_'•"'=.=.rrt=oo=u=u YOU THE woNDER OF IT ALL

by Dean Baldwih. Oastoi: . by John W Bruce. Pastor. " " by Ftobert G. Snodgrass, Pastor "Crestview Church of the Nazarene. Springfieid. Me. Church of.the Nazarene, Coshocton. Ohio bY.R._Wayne Sharpes',Pastor
: Church of the Nazarene,.Uma, Ohio . Western Oaks Church of the Nazarene, Ok!ahoma Cit)4,

i Purpose: This scripturerevealshow G_:I's lovecausedHim Proposition;Perhapsno passage.i0 the Word of,God is'so . . . . " . , Okla.
10give His most precious possession to.redeem mankind, ex#licit regarc!_ngthe seriousness of sin on the one Iland,. Introduction: Learningto communicateis one of our great

t ., It is POssibleto givewithout loving,butit is not POssibleto and the magnitudeof God s lovefor man on the other hand. needs. Through history many prOblemsthat faced mankind PurposeStaiement: Toshow that the incomparableloveofwere the result of broken communication. Todaymany he- God the Father s persor_allyand.redemptivelyreaching out
" ' affection.l°vewlthOUtThisgiVihg.istrueGenuineoneveryl°VelevelgiVeSoflife_hatural.t°the objeCthuman.Of.itsIntroduction:Thefact that sin is not a trifle is demonstrated "toevery individual through Chdst the Son....

vividlyby thistext. God sent Hisonly Son_toearth and to The lack of communicationShowsup in the_igh di_/orco Introduction:Quotesong:q'he Love of.God" , ,
or d=vlne.Godlovedman so much that He gave the One He death, providing the. only way for man to have hope and rate. A"magazine canied a cartoon showing a husband ancJ 1: What great_" texi for themessage of Christmas th_iri
loved the most to redeem him. This is love 8t its highest redemotion. This text is often cailed the mimaturegqspe!, wife,,_.,u_';°vLn"the 0f{ico of a mar_a,,e,,.ulevel, the greatest expression of love of Whichwecan con- Theclear .text,if taken seriously,means that no person ever - -

counselor,The husband this?'

ceive. Paul tells us in Rom. 5:8."God commendeth his love needs to perish w_thpot .,,_,,,_'_"_. said to the.wife, "Nowtna! we've learned to communicate, 2. Here we find the {e_ of texts Gift of _.__nifts..andWonder
toward us. in that. while we were yet sinners. Christ died for Consider with me the dynamic and awesome Cmpectof stiut up." -. of wonders. "
us." GOdloves everyone.'and that'includes you and me this text in our"lives. Wefind three life-changingconcepts: (1) . - We understand little about the communication Of' love. 3. (Break.down verse) "
Introduction: While waiting for a ferry to take us.across the God RF-._CHINGout to man (2) Man RESP(JNDING tO His Somb 4hings are very imN)rtant iflove Is to be felt..
Pearl Riverin Communist China, the 12'people =r_our party reach, (31The eternal RESULTSo{ this meeting. The initial " " Words are not the only waywe communicate. The inflac- I. God's Love Is Bey'endCompmhens!on ' . . •
sang "chbruses. About .1,200 Chinese people gathered step is: . - .- ti0n of thevoice, the expressior} of 1he eyes, a loving touch The;,,,apostleit:PaUlthatweinhis,,_,,prayerbefo[ there,';',_,-,'=_,&,_chui'chat Ephesus'withall
around us, curious about what_was going ()n.When we I. God ReachingOut to Man--"For God so loved the world, or body movementalso communicate, e,,_,resSeSsaintswhat is the breadth,.'"a_andablelength,W'"_"_'_n_anddepth and
finished singing we handed out copies of the Gospel of that he gave [sent] his only begotten Son.. " . Learning to listen is imPOrtantin.the family cir,deand es- -
John. They press_ us back against the bus reaching for the A. Among all the religions of. the-wodd; Christianity .is I_n:;lallyIn mamage. It'is easy to misinterpret words and height" of His love (Eph. 3:18)2 .
booklets. When they receivedone, they took it to the edge unique, tn all other faiths the _,,,,,,,"="*,,reis man reaching out to actionsof otherswhen we are not "tuned in."Whenour own A. The measure.of love is alwa_/sits willingness•t_ give" " " " self-esteem is low and our needs are high, we are often too and ts capac ty.for sacrifice. "
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of the crowd and, gathering hveor six others around them, his god(s), •struggling, sacrificing, going, mrough painful edncemed about ourselves to really listen tothose close to Someone has thus written of love:
they read the Gospel aloud• Soon the"antire area•was filled bodily abuses, evan_dying to appease or get the attention us, Inthe communication of love we,learrf to acceptli_e way "Love ever gives, forgives, outlives;
with smallgroups reading the Word. Th_ Holy Spirit came in and approval dr.,hisgod. But in Christianity, it is the opposite, our mates express their love. That expression differs from .And ever stands with open hands:
a marveTousway as we .weot and rejoiced. When,the ferry We see God, through HisSon Je§us reaching out to us,-and person to person determined to a large degree by o.urpast And while it lives it gives; .
came, we went rejoicing on our way to a city-wide crusade giving himself without reservation in cruel death for us. that o.bservanceof ourown parents. We need to learn new ways For while it'gwes it lives;
in Song Nam Cty, Korea, kn0wing that these people had we might receivesalvation, redemption of our souls through : of saying, "1 love you." A fond. Iodk, e playful touch• a And this is Love's prerogative.._--
•read the Gospel of John, We ereyed that .the Holy Spirit Him. .. m thoughtful.gift, a word of support, a favor'itbdish, a phone To owe--and'give--and give."
would open their minds and hearts'to the Word and that riley B This reaching surely proves the worth of man to GOd. call, a lovenote. sitting closely in the car. listeningwith gen- B: Chdsl does not merely d_:lare the love of GOd:He is
would know that John 3:16 included them. We are unworthy but not worthless! None of us can ever be uine interest,or doing a needed task around the home can the love of God iecarrfate..

" worth the price God paid for us. Who could ever be proud often express our love more strongly than words. In his dailydevotional book. Awake.,My Heart,-J. Sidlow
I. The Reason for.His" Giving--"For God so loved the enough to imagine himself worthy of the blood of Christ? Though showing love may be a struggle for us, GOdknew Baxter gives us the fcliowing.insights: " .

world.. :" . However,if we had not been worth)t, He never Wouldhave exactly how to express His love for us. He, first revealed. 1..'if we would measure the love of God We would
A. His longing'for man would not cease• . Said the phce for us. We are never;worthy.of that pdce, but himself bYwords and miracles through His prophets to H=s measure it by Calvary,"
B. His love for man would not die: the fact that He paid it makes me Know I'am not worthless people Israel, Bit that communication was incomplete: God • 2, ."God'slove is revealedIn its giving, and is thus seen
C.. His-lift{rig man b._ckto himself was imminent. . but very preciouS'to. Him. In fact; Jesus-"said every human khew.that for us to understand He mpst come himself, inth_

As long as there is love, there is a long=nofor the Object,of. being is worth more than the total of a_lthe matehal wealth " " ' • .3. "Wecan never know the costliness of Calvary toin the wodd (Mark8i36).' • :,_i.:- .flesh, so we could see a_d touch Him.God sent _is Son, His to be beyond.all measure."that io_. As great,powerful,wise, and mighty as God is_He
would nbl quit yearningand longing for man. He Wantedhim C. Here is a beautiful picture of God becomiqg Man. ".,. _, *.v_' 5est, His most beloved. His love was expressed in that Gift
to be restored and reinstated into His love and favor: Christ Jesus_Who being in_ve_yn&ture God, did not con- • , and.reinforced by Christ's everyword anddeed and His final God. nor can we ever .measurethe love that lay behind il.". - " act of death. " • 4. "This we simply know. John 3:16:---The apostle

" Paul speaks further of this oneness of the Father and the
The love that GOd had for the human family, was not srclerequality with GOdsomething to be grasped, but made My text has been caIJed "everybody's text" because if Son,.'.... that God was in Christ• reconciling the.wodd unto

merel_ human love. Human love domes and goes. It is born himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant.... And;
•and dfea in the hearfs of men. But d/vine love never dies. I| being found in apl_arance as a man. he humbled himself summad:;es God's great expression 0l love to each of us,- I Himself' (2 'Cor.5:19)." " .There ar_ four evidences of God's love in.the familiar '&,ords "
is eternal. His basic natureis love.and He cat,notstop loving .and became obedient to death--even death on a cross£" of John 3il 6. " Illustration: The late D_ Sam Shoem_er in his writiisgs of
any more than He can stop being h01y.This love is so strong (Phil. 2:5-8,NIV): We tend to pull awa,y from people who
and permanent that man cannot ao anything good enough patronizingly offer us a :'lip" f(om their al;)undance..But I. PaSsiona!e Was His Concem--_Eor GOd' so .loved the "How Wonderful Christ Was Born" tells of God's :idle insending His SonJesus to this earth, likening it to a small bey
to deserve or merit it. neither.can he do anything-bad Christvoluntadly eondescet_dedto the level of the comr'non wodd .. " .. , . " . " _ • whohaS received an Erectot_set for Christmas with all the
enough to stop.it, God's io_'eis like the sunshine..It shines man,becoming a ser:varlto} God and of man. What con* - A. Resource of ove--'For God so dyed,,. . pieces now spread out acr.oss"the floor. Hadoesn't under-
over everything, good and evil•The sun shines on the beau, descenslon! Ir that humble self-empty[ng,we can re/ate to ..... The word "for' connects us with the.prewous two verses stand the directions or how the pieces should fit together,"

. tiful rosegarden with its fragrance and beauty, and it shines God. He did not reach down from His lofty position, as in which John tells of Israers sin. God sent serpents to bring but his father who gave him this present gets down on the
- ' ' on the garbage dump. with its stench end ugliness. God's mighty God, Lord of ti-_e'universe,sovereLgnKing of.KingS; death in the camp as punishment, bu! He also provided a_ floor with him anddirects his mind and handsin•the building

love reaches'out to the' best people' onearth as well as the but rather Hewas born'of ahumble maid, s virgin, donceived remedy in lifting _upthe brazen serpent. His 10rerequired a of something that's meaningful. Spiritually, this is what God
worst• God is no respecter of persons; neither isHis love the by the Holy•Spirit, and became flesh"ai'=ddwelt among us, remedy. Had we stood in the camp that day,would we Ilave in Christ has done for each of us..

. kind of love that.will die. So God continues to love mankind the poorest of the poor:We'can retafe to One who is flesh of -- wondered What kind of God wQuld_-sandsuch judgment? II God's Love Is ManifestedWithout Discrimination
regardless of response; . our flesh• " _eoplestilt look at sin and death and question GOd'snature•

God's love is strong, dynamic, and active. The object of D, This reach is ESSENTIAL be,cause "all have sinned But•John declares the same love that lifted Ul_the serpent is A.. God's giving =ssc different from,man's. "
' that love must be lifted, cleansed, and restored before GOd's and come short .of ihe glo_ of GOd (Rom.3:23)•"We all,like the Idv_that initiated our salvation•throughJesus Christ and 1. Man's giving is for self*advantage ... "What will I

' love can be fulfilled and satisfied. So He devised 'a plan sheep, have gone estray,,eachof us has turned to hisown . " . lifted Him up as our sacrifice for sin. . , get out oi it?_ . " " "

i whereby man car be redeemed, way" (Is_. 53:6. NIV), "If we claim we have not sinned, we B. River of love_'so loved ." The .river of love.that 2. Mans'giving carries certain- conditior_s and 'lim-make him out to be"a liar and his word has.no pla_-.,ein our " " " ' " - flows to us h;om eternity is in •that"" word "so:_,_The:aorist =tat_ons.

II. The Reality of His (_iving--"He gave his Only begotten lives" (1 John 1:10. NIV). All come under the •judgment-of i_ show God's love in action, back to 3." GOd unconditionally." Son..-." " " GOd'Swrath•.He is holy and cannot toleratesin. tense used to
reaching g_ves

etemily coming to fruition in.Bethlehem and Calvary and. Note: (R0m. 5:6• 8) .=Jndue time Christ died for the un-
1 A He gave'from H_smind, . E. •"Thisis iove:not that we lovedGod, but that he loved ;,,iewodas one great central fact. "So loved" sl_eaks of the godly"; "God commendeth his love toward us, in that, wl_ile

B. He gave from His heart. : .... " us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our Sins" (1 mature, ._agapelove Of Christ. It goes beyond human love., we were yet sinners,Christ died for us." - .
i C. He ectually gave His Son. John4:10. NIV). _Greatei;iovehasr_oonethahthis, th_tone His 0re s concerned wit'fi what He can do for us with no B. Ingivingus Chdst God is giving usall that He is in His

Since .this love must be.active, God gave His Son to re_ la_;down his life for his friepds" (John 15:13 NIV). John is merit Onour part. It is loveand not pity that He'gives. Sldlow only bogotten Son,
• i deem manfrom sin and death, in His mind He gave from called'ttle acostie of love,and loveis tf_etheme of his gos-_ Baxter, in hisbook God So'Loved, tellsof the d_stressof a - ' "- .1. Forgrveness--Cleansing--Peace--Assurance of

before the fouodationof the wodd (Rev. 13:8}. He made uD pel. Love here means total unselfish givingwithoht thought woman .who came to him after three years of married life. Salvation_Etemal Life--Pardon from Sin--Power over Sin
I His mind to give His most prized Possession to buy back or of oneself, or Without calculatingme cost.of the gi_,ing.It is ;he found' that her husband had never really loved her. He

redeem His most-lovedcreatiod. As Abraham decided to the willingness to risk everythng for.the good' of enothe_ 2; Nothing s givento us as a blessingby itself,but all
i obeyGod er_dgivehisson Isaac,so God decided to giveHis Litei'ally,GOd"sent" His only begotten Son for our salvation, had been sorry for her ih her"poverty and had married her

SonJesus. Not only did He g!ve mentally,but He gaveout of It is uneemed, undese.ryeS.Is'not.this the zenith of graca, outof p4ty.That woman's heartbroken cry wash'Oh, [ are included prov_sionallyupen the Cross through the gift ofwould sooner be married to the poorest of'menand be the only begottenSon.

His heart. He-loved His Son in a way that we cannot con- the gift of God's Son for our salvation?This deliberate,gan, loved, than have the dchest of men and only be p tied,"' 3. Let usappropriate the _avior by faith: "That who-
_" erOusgift was planned"before the foundation of the world C. Recipients of Iove---'wodd..._ If Jesus Spoke today soever believeth in him should not perish, but have ever-' I ceiv_in ou_finiterrdnds.Jesus came to thisworld fresh from (Eph. 1:4). lasting life."the heart of God,

The differenCein Abraham'sgiving and God's givillgis " .F. Hadnot sin been so serious,so powerful8s to.damn _ to Nicodemus,He wouldwant _imto knowthat Hislovewas ,
that GOd actually"gave His Son. They both gave in their "eternallyGod's highestcreation there would have beer_no not nationalbut worldwide,Tile world meant the sum total 4. Balieviugis receiving,i• minds'andout of their hearts• YetwhenAbraham puthis son need whateverfor this sul_remecachi'iceof heaven'smost of human life. apart from and hosfi_e.toGOd.The unlovable IlL GOd'sLove Is Made Knownin.Salvation' and the Unlovelyand those no one else loved. . - .
Isaac on the slier and drew the knife to slay him, an angel priceless treasure--Christ himself!
stopped the act and provided a ram for the sacrifice. When Co_Jldanything ess dynamd mot vate man to' respond to "Do.yo;,.like dollies'?"a little,gid {]skod her parents' house semane'sA"The sulfedngSt°rYof Bethlehem'SandGolgotha's,rnangercrucifixion.mUstinclude Geth-.
Christ wason the Cross for the sinsofthe whole world. GOd" that love? • . - . - guest. ':.Yes,very much,"the man responded. "Then II_show 1 1must oe_r separate the cradle from the Cross, "" - you m ne," was the reply•Thereupon she presentedone by .
offered no substitute (there was no otherl). Pilate did not IL•Man's Response to God's Reach--"... _hatwhosoever " one'a wholefam_ of dolls. "And now tell me." the visilor 21 "The Wo_ that became "flesh, and dwelt among
stop the sacrifice.The Roman soldiersdid not stop iL'The • believethin him..._ " :asked, "w'hichis your favo_t_-dotl?".Thechll_llesitatedfor_ _Js_is the_Wor(/t/let is also our atonement and salvation.
angels ,stoodby"Withbowed heads. GOd the Fatherturned _.. It must be understoodthat belie_,,ingin Him is much a momentand thenseid, "Are yousureyoulike dollies,and B. His Gift is beyondeompadson.
His head and d!d not stopit. Even Jesus, who could have more thanjust a mentalapprovalof truth. It mvolvastotal willyou please.promisenot to smileif I showyoumy favor- 1. Paulexpressedit "Ha... sloarodnothisownSon."
saved himself,did not do so, _- " surrenderof ourwills,ourminds,our spirits.GOd'Sfaithinus ite?" The.man solemnlypromisedandthe.girlhurriedfrom He freely gave us heaven'sbest!

Thel'e Wasno one toistop that grim sacrificialoffer/noon and love for us meant more than lust sayingso; il meant the room. In a moment she returned with a tattered and 2.- One writer"in poetic.utterance states:":Therewas
. - . . .
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Calvary that day.Jesus took tl!e full blow of Pilates judg- doing s0mething--dying for us. Even so, our faith in Hint . dilapidated old doll• Its hairwas gorle, its nose.was broken, no omer good enough / To pay me price of sin: / He only"
men{, the Roman soldiers' hatred• man's sin. and God's means much more than just reolt_nga creed, "1belie_,e_r_ its cheeks.were scratched, an arm en_ leg were missing• could unlock the gate / Of heav'n and let us in "
wrath. He actually suffered, bled, and died for the sins of the God the Father,Almighty,... and in His Sdn. Je;susChrist "We. we I, said the visitor, "and why do yOLilike this one
entire race; for you and me, lost and away from God. Paul our Lord..." Rome10:9 states, "That if you confess with ; best?" "1love her most, said the little girl, becauseif I didn't Conclusion'.
says in Rom. 8:32 "He that spared not his own Son, but your mouth, 'Jesus is Lord.' and believe in yo0r heart that love her,rio one e se wou d.r_ That s ak ri to God's love for . Song: "The Wonder'of It' AIl"--Usmg especially this verse
delivered him up for us all...^ Also. in Gal. 1:3-4: "Out Lore God raised him from the dead, you will besaved" (NIV).This broken humanity. . - and'the chorus: "

Jesus Christ... gave himself for our sins. that he"might confession includes repentance, or being sorry enough to II_ Precious' Was His Cause-_-' gave his only' begotten "There's the wonder of Beth ehem's manger,
deliver us from this present evil wodd..." Isa. 53:5 tells us, quit our sinning. It i§ the full consent'and surrender of our Tf_ere'slha•wonder of Calvary;
But he was wounded foroui" transgressions, he was will, unconditionally,to God'sterms. Man. by his very nature, Son...--

bruised for our iniquities:the chastisement of ourpeace was will.experience stiff resistance, a desire'to hold on to the • I haveoften said that th_'e is no person nor any cause for But the wonder of wonders that thnlls my sou!t
upon him: and with his stripes we are heeled." God not only willful self. GOdgave His Son willingly, unconditionally. We which I.would knowingly or willingly take th_ life'of'my son. Is the'wonder that God loves me.'
gave'out of His-mind and #om.His heart, but He actually can do no less in our response to His gift. Yet God gave His Son. How •precious Was His cause and "Oh. me wonder of_lt all. The wonder of it all.Just to think that.God eves me." {Repeat.)

gave Jesus on a cross for the entire,word. B. The message is clear and dynamic: "If we confess our how,great was His love that He would give.His only Sent •sins [and forsake;them], he is faithful and just anclwill for- A. His giving,."ne gave " 1; No one can _ve the life of a Christian .m his own
III. The Results_of,His Giving--"... whosoever beliaveth in give us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness" (1 The vely nature of .love is to give• AtChristmas we ex- strength..
, "him should not perish, but have everlasting life." John 1:9. NtV). .. press our love in gifts to thosewho are nearest and dearest• 2 Jesus came and died on the Cross for yobr sins 13ro-

A. The extent of His giving--whosoever C. We must,not leavethis great challenge without noting Something that represents us Or a gift mode by us seems visionally.
B. The.expectation for His gi,,;illg--only believe -'. that it siates 'whosoever believeth." GSd's redemption is mosfappreciated.So the.Fathergeve wnat was nearest and 3. Today He standsat the door-of yo_heart and knocks.

: C. The eternal results of His giving--everlasting life ALL-inclusive, not at all exclusive. It is available to every dearest to His heart • accord_nato Rev. 3:20. " iWhen:Jesus died and peld the full sacrifice for our sins, it person.,His love amdgifts.are imparbel. Heb_7:25 states, _ God's giving we call grace, S6n_etimeswe give to receive• "
reachedback to'the dawn of creationand became adequate "Therefore he is ableto save completely those who Cometo O0r giving is a slJb/le form of getting back. God givesout o_ 4. If you will open your heart's door add recewe H m as
for every sin man had evercommitted, eventl_e sins of our God throughhim. because he alwayslives to intercede for pure c0mpassionlOyr givingis limitedbut there isno limitto Savior He willenter and live His tile in you,and through

His forgiveness and grace: Our givingis in response to ur- you to others. . . :. . "_forefather Adam. It covered every sin being committed at the them" (NIV)..His grace is'not a limited gif! offered just to a
time Christ died. even the- sins;of Pilate and the' Roman selected few. It is'the free gift of God to all--regardless of gent calls for help, but God gives to those who are neither
soldiers who nailed Him to tne Cross, It reached down color:creed, culture. or the depths of sin to which one has awa,'e'of the r needs nor appreciative6f His of.ft,We give tO . .

our friends; God's gift is to the rebellious.through the pages of histo_ and covered the sins.of every gone. , _.-.
nation, every civilization, and every individual, and will con- • D_ To.reelly believethis,is to stake our lives 0n Him. He B,. His gift, "only begotten Son...
tinu_ to cover when the last human beingis born, It covered staked His life od us, believedin us.and fever enough to die . Only begotten" refers to the uniqueness of God's Son as:
the sins of every person, m every age, over the entire scope for us. WHATIS YOURRESPONSE? His loving gift of salve- the Second Person of the Trinity. But'think for a moment ." . . . .
of.history, for the wholew6rld. Thank God it is all-inclusive+ lion to you should •create a flame of loving response by . . .how precious was God's cause that He should be willing to
regardlessof who we at'e,Where ;we_re_and:whatevercir- whichour hearts_gladlyaccept Hissalvation. Confess and give 013His Son in death for us.
oumstanoes are surrounding our lives. The blood of Jes.us forsake your sins, and be certain that His grace will pardon In t_ ng to understand I took thel_berty of asking a father _ ._,
Christ canand will save to the uttermost allwho come to and receive yoh _ohimself. . • ." • . in myc0ngregation how he felt when t_ehad to give up his . / %
God by Him. In Hob. 2:9. Paulsays, "But we see Jesus. who • But if the love of God for us is not sufficient motivation to son in death• Several things were mentioned. • "
was made a little lower than the;angels for the suffe£ing of On'noa response to His' overtures, the promised glodous 1. There was the personal+loss of fellowship. Jesus
death.... that he :.. Shoulcltaste.death for every man+" results He offers should motivate us to respond, and the Father felt that moment Of loss whe.nJesu.scried•
John says in 1 John 2:2, "And he iSthe propitiation 'for our . . , "My God, my God, why ha_t thou forsaken me?"
sins: end not }or ours only, but also for the sins of the Whoie Ill. The Eternal Results of God's Reach and, Man's Re- 2. There was outrage at the one who causedhis death.
wodd.' ' . . . spense--".. •;'should not _erish. but _ave .everlasting The Cross was not God's anger at man out at his sin.

I. All that God expects of'us in order to be included in this tirol" . Christ's death made the defeat of sin possible.glorious plan of redemption is to believe on the Lord Jesus A. If there were no other prlntecIword from God. this text 3. There was the feeling of loneliness• I am sure the

7"1-f . Christ. Philip.said to the Ethioplan eunuch in Acte 8:37, "!f should be sufficient for us..It is clear in showing us God's Father'sheart achedwhan HisSon hung aloneon the Cr0ss.
thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayesL And he an- love for us and FlJsdirectives for out eternal welfare• This 4. There was concern as towhatothera thought about /' swered and said. I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of text clearly impliesthat whoever does nol believewill perish, their son. The Fathercares very much What•you think about

- God." Verse 39 records, "And he went on,his wayrejoicing." Everlasting _amnation is as certain f0K.the Unbelieveras His Son. Have.you passed by Ca vary or refle'ct'edoh'.what
= Paul said to the Philipplan jailor in Acts 16:31, "Believe on eternal life is to'the believer. The whole structure Of the He d!d for you.there?

the Lord Jesus Christ. and thou shelt be saved. and thy universe and common sense tell us.we cannot have one. No doubt,that father'/;'ondered if anyone _new how badly
house•"Jesus said ifi Mark 16:f6. "He that be_ievethand is without the other.Rewardsaregiven,justice is ioeted dot to he hurt. Such hurt is felt by our HeavenlyFather as well. He
baptized shall be saved." . both the good_a_d .the bad; the righteousand the un_. hurt-for His Son than..and He hurts now for those who turn

."l'heeternal result-0f this entire process is that we shall nghteous. " " . away from Him and "crucify to themselves the Son of God
haveeverlasting life•Jesus says in John 6:47, "Verily,verily, B. Note the:different tenses in the two verbs in the'text afresh" (Heb. 6:6). _
I say unto you, He that be[lievethon me hath everlasting life." (Beacon Bible Commentary). "Perish" is in the aodst tan._e, IlL Precise Was His Condition--'that whosOever believem
In Leo. fT:f 1, we ?eed, "For the"life of the flesh is in the meaning "compleied action irrevocable judgment in-oLiter in him..." ... •
blood: and I,havegiven it to you upon the altar.to make an ' darkness.".ln fact, i_woud be a travesty on the rite gence God in His love wanted'the condition of salvation to be so

.. atonl_mentfor your souls: for it Is the bleed'that maketh an of God, an insane'act_to let His Son be crucified if there simple that no one would miss the way.
atonementfor the soul." were any lesserreason for it. Sin.the reasonfor.His death, A. Conditionwas inc]usive--"whosoever :..

JesusChrist,.ourblessedLord,gaveHisbloodonCalvary willsend a Dersonto eternaldamnationunlessit is repented That He loved the wodd in a umve_salway has'already
=1 that'we n'lighthave eternal life. Just as our physica fes' of. By"the precious blood of Jesus Christ we are savec, been declared. Now He personalizes the gift. Sometimes

located in the blood, out atemel life 'comes through the transformEtdinto new creatures.The "HAVE" (eternal life)'is - the individual is lost In those sweeping statements of His
bleedof our biassed Lord and Savior J_sus Chdst, who "In the present tense, and means both "abundant life" here eve for the world. But"whosoever" lets me Know He
loved-us.and.gavehimself:for us. PraiseH!s_holyname! andnow, and "eternal re" in the hereafterl "1am oemethat.

..... they mighthavelifo,'andhave It to theffull (John 10:.10.NIV): I thought of me.:ln the words of Augustine. that greai church--- ;theologian. "GOdeves each_P,e43f4_Sas if there was only_ E?Y'_LEIV_."tI_#
Conciuelon:'The reiationship of'His giving to the Christian C OswaldChambers, in My Utmosi for His Highe,_t(p. one of IJstc_love. . " r i • | djdnit enjoy'your Sermou. +,<;
•.As GOdgave himself tp us tht'o,.ghHis Son, then we His 325), states,.-".Bewareof the pleasant view el the Father- . 8. His precise condition_--"beeveth" Here s expressed It gave me ba_l vibes!

ohildranaretogiveofourselves'toHimaodto,otherstobelp heedof God . . . God ls so klnd and loving that of oeurse He tne exelusive condition for entrance-into salvation_ex - -
redeem the lost; Many have accepted Christ as,Savior but .will forgive us.That sentimenthas no place whateverin the ercisinga iwr)gfaith [n the person of.Chdst.We do notcome

28 .... , . . : . 29
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have not made Him Lord o.f their lives,Christwants all of New'Testament,The only,ground on whichCllrist can for= to Godonour terms.We do notreceiveHis Giftjust because Inthisspace buildyourown outlineof John3:16

give us is the tremendous tTage_yOfthe c;ressOf Christ.-.. we come to churc'nor make an attempt to reform our lives•you, so He can give you.all of himself. Christian, why. not
make that total commitment today and'let Him be first in to put forgiveness on any other_Jroundis unconscious bias- Belief or faith is not some good feeling inside when I hear

" phemy. Forgiveness, which is so easy for us to accept, cost gospel music.• It is not faith in faith. It is not mental assent
The relations'hipof His g!ving to the unsaved • " Christ theagony of Calvary.Forgivenessisthe divine miracle that sa_s, "l know the Bible is God's Word.and that Christ is

Provision for the' forgiveness of your sins has already of grace.Neveraccept a view of the Fatherhoodof God if it God's Son."
been.made at Calvary. They are u0der the Blood. All you blots oufthe Atonement: To base our •preachingof forgive- The condition stated is. -"believethin I_im."The faith that
need to do•is repent.of those Q!nsand believe on the Lord hess on the fact that God loves_ueand therefore He will saves must be plaCedIn the person of Jesus Chdst. Faith is
Jesus Christ. He loves you with an eternal Iove.'He longs to forgive our sins is to ma_e the cross unnecessary,and re- ,_ the channelilhat connects us 46 God. It is putting my total . .
save you and make you happy and.fulfilled. Hewants to. demption, 'much ado'about nothing!" -- . . . confidence in what Jesus did lor me at Calv'aryandbelievihg ,i . . . -..
•share His glory with you throughout eternity Believe in Him Conclusion:God, through HisSon Jesus, has set the stage. He has applied it to,my heart. . .
now;.accept Him as your Savior,and He will accept you as He is reaching out to us in love, expressod by His supreme IV. Practical Was His Confermentw"... shoOldnot I_erish," " "
His very own'. He. will make you a new creature in Chdst sacrifice on the Cross. He earnestlybeckons us to respond . but have evedasting life." . " "
Jesus, and life wilt be meaningfuland exciting, I'met Himfirst to His divine initia_tlve.That response involves our will our God in HiS love offered me"what "1needed most--to be
when I was a'boy. All through the years of my life He has faith•and our complete surrenderto Him.We must stake our " " _ rescued from death and given eternal fife. " " _" " ;
been with me. When I failed, Ha was there. When I sinned, very lives on the truth that He will'give us abundant and .'A. Saved from death---'"should not perish." •
He was there to convict and lift me again. He told us He eternal life. i Without Christyou amdead in trespasses and sins.The
Wouldnever leave us no[ forsake 0s.The oumey hasbeen _ "(lll0stration)A young prince fell deeply in lovewith aser- Bible says, "The wages of sin isdeath' (Rom.6:23). Notjust • -
wonderful, He sticks closer than a brother, to reprove, re,' vent girl,daUghter of a slave, The pdnce reasoned that to physical death but eternal death is the result of sin Christ " "
buke, restore, to love, lead, and lift us. w n _er he cou d not go to her as a FJrnce n all his splendor, offers us.deliverance,from spiritqal death now and from eter- " " " " . ".

He _'ejoices"with us in our victories: " " " Sohe chose.to adopt e life-style like hers: He became a poor hal separaton from God r_the fe herea ter. ....
He comforts_us in our sorrows; ,_ndhumble servant andtook on her manner drJiving. When B. Saved to life;--"have everlasting life.". " -"
He strengthens us in our weaknesses_ he won her love,he revealedhis true iden!ity:lt was not hard He wants you to come nto vital fellowship wJthH.imhere _" " -. ' _' ' .
He forgivesJ_4/_lhenwe sin; . then for her to accept him as a prince " and now, having repented of your sins-and put•your faith in
He assures us _Teare His children; Is not this a'picture of. Christ who _ovedus so much He Jesus" His offer of grace cancels the death Sentence and : "
He counselsus inour confusions: " ' humbledhimselfand became as the lowliestof men to win offers.you heaven... _ • : ,, . .. , .
He sustainsus inall of life's situations; ouroonfidence ir_himself and lift us to livewith Him inall His • ' Would _'e think a man_ fool who refused a physicians " "He'loves and longs for'you, today. . • .

Come to Him now and you will find Him to Deyoui"Best splendor?He became a baby In the flesh, endured the ex-- offer of a cure for his dr_fadeddisease, free and with no
Friend.He will do more than He promises. He will be with ' pedencesof men,even hatredand death, that He mightget strings attached? Would a drowning man not be a fool tO •- us to respond to H_slove and take us to himself. • push"away the lifeguard who swims out to rescue him? " ' "" '
you always, arid you can be with _lim forever. What will your response be today? Would a starving man not be a fool to refuse food'offered :Hymn: "t Gave My Life for Thee" (No. '284 Worship in ' '. . '.' " . " " "
S.ong) .. ' " Invitation: "Just.as f Am" . . 'him by a Red Cross worker? The man who refuses the " " "
(All scdpturets from the•King James Version of the Bible.) Just as I 'am, wi[hout one Dlea'/But that Thy blood was _ mercy and forgiveness offered by,God's Son and chooses ..... • -

Shedfol"me, / Arid that thou bidd'st me to come to Thee, / rather to perish is the greatesL!_31.o!all.. " , , . ] . . .
- - " _ O Lamb of GOd,'I Come!I come! conclusion: There is a SpOt'outsideDenver,on.top of ihe _ " "

Just as I am--Thou wilt receive, / Wilt welcome, pardon, Rocky MountainS, called the Continental•Divide. From there " " ' " " "
Notes cleanse, relieve;/ BecauseTby promise I believe,/ O Lamb the melting waters flow'east-west, There is a continen[al 1

- of God, I come! I come! - - dividein spit:itual things.Those who believeare saved.and" I " • "
• ' flow toward•heaven, Those who refuse are lost and their I• (Tie in the words of the invitation_ th the concepts of the • . .

. • ' message,) " ' . . " _. r_veaflow toward hell and destruction. " .
God has done all He•can to express His love andconcern

_= , . t. i: " ' " " - - Noles for you.You c}meither accept or reject that Iove.'Youcannot .
;.. be neutral Come, .as we•sing that grand hymn.. Jesus Is . ._ .. . .....' " " "

• , Ca ng." . " '_
• . . . . =

. NOTES " "
: "" ' " 1. J. Sidlow Baxte_ God So Loved " "' ' " " - •

-= _ i "..' . , .. House), 84, "- . " "," :

i 2, Chades L Allen. The M_rac/e ot Love (Old Ta_Dan. N J._ Fleming H. Rovell " '° 1 _
! : . CO.),82. - - - , "_

" Notes .",

=.

30 31',

1984 09-11-16



I

. . . . •
•. _/-

- • . .. _ " , - . . .. •

THOUGHTS ON .... "
EVANGELISTIC byWilbui" W. Brannon

Church of the Nazarene.

I

. - . . , . •

_L significant aspect of pastoral work arouna which all t_at traditionarrelig'lous'meanlngs and belief in God will be
functions must"revolve is the evan_e/ism motive of the _tren'gthened in a new age of indivib'ualism, We sh0urd ex_

pastor. - pecl the.quest for the sacred to intensify.,. Churches and
Weare interested in something more than presence evan- synagogues will assume much greater roles as centers where .

gellsm which some denominaedns espouse; even something • people can gather to share common interests'..,, By.2033,

more' than'Procamation 'vangeism emDhaszed by Calvin- " th, number of Christians in the Th_d Wodd will swell from less "'J_V_J_ S '" LIS ""GEM ." , -i' .-_ " '"""" . _ ,-'"

•ists, We go a step iurther without deoying the value of each of than half to well over.60 percent of the p!anet'sChristian .=-_;w ,,,AI " '" "
these and:call for a persuasion evangelism." We are not sat- Dopulation." : . - . the pastor, dull, deadening lassitude will bring the church to a
isfied with a clecis_on tO accept Christ without a commitment The pastor needs the theological and bib_ce_ fotJodafions, standsti]l._' • " , " . , "

-" tobecomeFlisalsclple. . ' f°rguidinghischurchinreviyalwithasenseofmissi'°nand ,, l'rlll_,l,,i,_lTHE " ....... I'believethatwher6verl'haveseenai°astordetermined' "== Evangelism ts not something extra we do atone with the conviction, Bbt he also must be convinced that revivals can , - • ' • " _ -: re,]lizing God ca} ed him to preach for th s purpose and bring- •
rest of our Christian duties, It issomething that tlappens as relate to modem culture. The things that threatened {he plo- - • ' " - . " • , • " .ihg all force:s to bear on.thisprime directive souls'were won

LOCAL. . the inner dynamic Of Cnrist"s love--sometimes spomaneous_ neering settlers have their psycholog!cal counterparts in our . .... . . - to Christ and added to the church• '
, . ly and sorfietimes" intentionally--and so moves us 'to the un- modern ctvi[i;;ation, They are a bit more subtle becausethey . . - '. " . ,A sad _nd tragic report Was given by a "pastor.at one of

churched that they are drawn into tl_e Stream of a new life, are less apparent, but no less real, f_I_lrl' T_J"_I_I" '.,. • ' my district assemblies last year. He had pa,tored the'church
• Everything we do a_ the Church •should converge at the 1. PHYSICAL, ISOLATION--With the advent of the com- _,,_il'-_IL,I,i'_lt,_,J[-_ ., lot ).0 years. The tenth year back the record showed no one "

• " i_olnt of evaogelism, whether it's theway we handle Our: h- purer, man's reduction to a number has magnifieda rail- r .... , " .... , .:/ ..... " " . by profession of faith or transfer had jotne_ the church, The
_vangellsm is conlronlln 8 people WlUJ me reaemp[ On pro- .,. • . ' . .., , ...... ...

nanees, direct a board meeting, or conduct the music, ministry lionlold from the good old days of the simple indus/h- ............ ., " .. , . . olsmm report was repeater] ]or every year olme JU wJ[n me

of the local church." If they,aren't pointing to evangelism (the allzed mass ,ociety. Civic clubs, social and community _oewd _l_lUstgn_0_n_[_anrOsPe_t;aoaem_utr_ tt_as_t_at__ ex_ePat_tonrOs(at_et_leth_h_ntwo_otneadrthae_hC_hhaT_ -.

good news of God in Chr st), theyare at best irrelevant and at g_oups.and even.religious organizations and activities guiding them into entire Sanctification and ultimaiely through . HagdPihey,_Did He _y' ' g Y " "' " "worst apostasy, . . seldom reach the deep.cravings aqd inner hunger for the
life and into the kingdom ot h,eaven. , ........ " . ,, rea V b_ eve that such A 1C-year failure occurred be-

. fellowship pcople seek, V_ are lonely creatures in a • But if the first step doesnt occur,the rest cannot m,ow.. " . " . ,God'slove in the heart is not only the pnmary motive for busy end crewdirig worldl But weare probably jostling •. : caOsethe pastor was walling.tOsettle for t Oh he wou dhave
the co(_ve('sion of persons to Ch_'ist'but also,the preservation • Also theconverse ts true; if a local church can onn9 them to - . ' . . ' •

• next to someone _ustas lonely. Christ it should be able to lead them on. . . • been g[ed for a great revival for growth. But he d_d not care.
of the Body of Christ• the Church• " ' 2. THE PHYSICAL DANGERS--The nuclear freeze debate• , ,. . _ ...... " , ... • enough to pay the price'tn leadership, n'program prayer_ "

, .Ll_e an en_ ne i$ Du}/[ [o run( lille an airplane _s DUll/ tO . . , " ,
The secret of touch,rig the contemporary person for Christ raises the consciousness level.of an emotional insecurity ., . . . , ...... . preaching, m bringing all forces'and potential to bear on the.

tly, sotn_cnurco is constructed to evange_ize _oe L.nr st WhO " one feat reason for the church to eRi_t ....
is to allow God's sanctifying Spirit to so pervade the foun- and fear that Is worldwide, . came to seek,_n_Jsave ihose Who ate last assigned that same _. • . ; • . . ' " ' " .
tainhead of our motivations that from a pure heart flows.a 3.- MORAL _NSENSITtV_TY and confusion are rust as real task _.o.His_Cburch." - ' _nat cnurcn was operating in tne negat re, mr :doting
self-denying love that reaches outto {hose whose lives have today as ever, but theircrudit;es have been outfitted in a ,_ - " J ", ", . " . _.-, " those lb years therelent|ass lime and'life had taken.souls into
been cheated, • .... c.vange smn _st happen in tne oca_ church. _ e pal- . ".. . . . . . -,

mary person in th_s _sthe pastor Every pastor mustbe deter- ,_.. • ." . . .. . _ .. .

i, _' different garb, This generation is left withlwhat Walter " . • etermty wno m_gnt nave neon saved. •Revivaland ,the Future :,. Lippmann calls "a grudging endurance of.a Series of I , ' , ' ' .'- , - _nere are some woo.reaa tins WhOw luoge m s as rod
. " *'unsanctified compulsions,"" " . _oin:dt _i° _ea_w_shc_eurt_'=e i_lotr°ce_c_(_a_e_lissms dW_n n he ` hard. But brethren we are in ;/he v,iorld's greatest.crisi, of all

It is the respons b ty of the pastor'to lead in preparing me These contemporaries of ours are sodivided by loneliness, • • ' " " • tir'n'e. This isour day to bring revival 'and salvation to the •such ,_nintense purpose and unswerving determinat on s in ___ ',-L- , .I- .-- , . . ,. ....
SOthreatened by fear, and so confused morally, we've gotto . ... . neuuy. Hus _s (ne u,_y =or s(rong men who wm aom=[ [ne

church for revival, Revivals neither take .the'placeof evan- tell them the Good News and show them how good it is by thb" ' " ' ,." • ' , . awesome strategic importanceof the pastor and wilI face tbe
gelistic efforts, nor are they to be confused with each other. . ,.

Revival is an experience in the church, :Evangelism is'an way it _s working in our lives .',. and all for their benefit!', . ' ' chal enge of evangelism, . ' , - , .
. • '_ :" The Church of the Nazarene by its vei:y structure places . "

expressioh, of the church, Revival shoul_ precipitate evan- Unchurched Believers " " . ". g_'eat re once upon its prefiehers_ Our Manual sta_es.this •
gelism, but evangelism rare_y if ever produces revival. E_,an.... " , : " " " ". " . "The perpetuity and the efficiency of the Chdrch Of the Naza_

gelisrn [lows from revival as its most glowing product. JallUp, commissioned by Rev. Robert Schuller. interviewed _' " " . ' - . "" . ' ' ', rene depend largely upon the spiritual qual!. - !icatic_s the char-
Revivallsm historically ha_ been. described as a religious f •509 scientifically selected Amed_'an adults. The result of the " • • . " -' ' _ • " actor, and the manner of ire of Its mfnister_; (paragral_h 401

phenomenon that, includes a seii:itualizing experience tha _511was that "the unchurch_l are overwhelmingly 'believers' " ' ' • ' . The _:hureh be]loves, r_,ally believes, that with a-Bible, aawakens the church and engages it in Its evangelistic respon- and it is not a loss of faith, in most cases, that has caused

:'.', "" :. :'.-i ". wJljpulpite_'angeiize.andG°d'san°inting'you asHis repr_zsentativecanand. .- . _, . ,, '... .. • " sibility to the'SecuIar environment In.which,it finds itself _lnd to people,to become unchurched," The key reasons the un- _- • . • , , "which it must communicate the gospel, . churched aren't inchurch are: other act.vities that conflict with
. _', .... • . •, " This is an asset to you. It pushes you toward an ever

Ifrevivalism is to be a viable means of renewing the church time of church.{33 percent),, specific problems _with tile • " ' . , ' • " increasing effectiveness, ft.urges you on Into conquest, Such is
. within and impelling her into the world for any practical benefit church, its teaching or members 30 percent) growing up (27 • , • ' _ .. life s appea| and you:__ttraetiveness to poop e -
In our century, it must relate to our modern culture. The fact is percent), and moving to e new community and not finding a bg Genera/Superintendent - " Walk the high roadl Accept the challenge.Be all out for
we are in the. midst ol a cuRurat cnange lrom an industrial to new church (26 percent). '_,H. Lewis . , ' ' evangelism. God .will see you to victory.,a highly technological society as radical as the shift was from' The key activities that.tend to conflict with church ai'e ., - . •

- ,an agrarian to an industrial society, sports,.recreat on,and soctal events (72 percent), and work ' ' . , " " _ •
It doesn't matter how high our ntgh techn0togy era De,; (3.3 percent), " "' " " ' '"

comes, however. People will still respond at the point of.their We might ask, "What would bring ihe •unchurched into the ' " ' " " "
needs..U,S. News and World Report (May 9, 1983) projects Body of Christ?" That is tile evangelistic question.
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Exp y :•ress: our // \,, . ... :.,
appreciation ?',, ' ....

Lhis \

"I, hristmas/ "I'd give more to my Church ifseason, , I thought I could afford it."
. " .

.' Mrs. Peters has inherited some stocks and.would I
/ like to put them to vJork forthe cause of Chest.

/ . "i "• ' / But, with living costs rts ng, she i_Iso:could use

• .// .more income hei's_If. " " " -
/-

/ " : What shou.ld she do? -:

/ An'ange,a Gift Annuiiy with the Church of.the./
Nazarene! It will pay her a guaranteed regular ,

j ., __ / ini:ome foi" life, and it will benefit/her church. -
_ff'_ _ • .- . . - . .'Find out more about this'd0uble:blessing gift _-- '/ i " " plan." Just use the coupon below to request our _'A"2_:_"_ '

• : " ' " PLAN . " :' • . " " .: ':' 'hf' lkT , o .o •
, ." - " . ', I .IVnmml_i - " W PROGRAMS " , " . - . •.: . ".

" " "":'"ii" i . /" . _-." . ltev..Hempei:Please._endmeafreecopy0f"Evangelism Ministries • - - . - " " " "Giving Through Gift An'nuit_es.":
asks 1hat you remember . .Life IncomeGiftsServicss . • - -

_ " ' " / the evangells|s dnd_song =_.z=::o_ .CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE _ev,

.... " / evangelists Who held services. 6401ThePaseo M_. . . .

. VI/S.

• " " in your church this past year KansasCity,NO64131 MNS. " .

•.. - " i, . with a Christmas gift 0f-$25.00 .. Attn"RobertHempel Adaress " .... "

or more. - In.Canada: City
. _ ._. _ / " . , . ,• Church of the Nazarene •

/ J.et us express our appreciation this ExecutiveBoard SlaTe " " ' Zrp
•" -/ Christmas season. Evangelists'and song . . Box30080,stationg Te,- " "

evangelists' addresses may be Obtained from - - Calgary,Alberta,c_nada Birthdate _/ the Preacher's Magazlneor by calling . . .. ." . T2M. 4N7. Birthdate of Spouse

/z Evangelism Ministriesat (800) 821-2154. - [] Brochure--'Answers1oAlltheQuestionsYou'HaveWantedtoAsk,
" . - • " About Life Income.Gifts Services." " - - .

\\ // • ." .. " ,..:• ....... ..,•,.,',!. ,,:............., .,,,

/ :Reme.mber toput thlsmpodantltem on yourNovember .... : - . : . . ....................... ....../ : . : • churchboard agenda." " " " '32E..,< /)
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1
. .

• " RADIO/TELEVISION;' '_ " A COMPI.ETE . /

: . - CABLE TV PACKAGE
•_ ft

" ' The set of four "Welcome" stories is available, for
. ,, . .

. • . • .. radio, television and cable TV, The radio spbts are

" " _ "_i' 60 seconds.in length, ]-he televisior] and cable TV. " Spots are 30 seconds long, All soofi} can be local-

" " • " • • . . . _ j Lz_d to include the name of the church, its address.
- and phone numbe_

_'i : : ,_ i_._'.-; : - .- .'. .,. - The Media nformation Kit contains an audio-" _ ' , , . cassette of the radio •advertisements ana slory-

- CHURCH boards depicting each
of the commercials,

: ° , _ ...... ,.° . { : " All materials are ready for immedia}e use on your .

• , ' : ,, ' , • ,( local radio or television stalion and cable TV sys-tem.

]-he Church Communication5 Sourcebook, edited . •
• by RuSsell D. Bredholt ana Merrltt J. Nielson, is an .... " -- -.

A
informati6n-packec resource manual to help you -- - .:_ - . -.

build an effective.communication strategy for ,'., • ..... ., .- ........... :............................. ,............. _.. ....... ..._o_../=,,.,,._,_-_................... ......... -, -_- • .......... ," ......
yourchurch ToDics:dovered _nc ude: Public Rela- ": _': _ " ' -

• tons • Community Relations • Promption • Adver- ' " "
. rising INewsletters• Computers• Audiovisugls• Di- '_ "-_• " " . °.... -............. . A DIRECT.MAIL AND

rect Mail • Radlo/TV/Cable TV • Listening e.Printing VISITATION,CAMPAIGN
& Duolication and more! Discover new ways to communicate with yoL_rcon- - . ,
When .you purchase O Sourcebook you-also re- gregalion ana community. Fill.out the coupon oh For rnose churches interested in direct mail Dieoes
ceive FREEa ReligioQs Research Update, featuring the next 'page. and send in your order .for the ana leave-behinds for calling programs. Media.
soecial, studies on "The Unchurch'ed American." Church Communibations Sourcebook todpy! Serwces has oroduced four brochures, each.telling
ana "Religion _nAmerica" by George Gallup: $29,95,. _ " " ' aboul one. of the st'aries in. the 'Welcome'. cam-

- oaign.
. : fhese erocnures can .be' used to give a oositive

- " • " • -.. " " identity, fat the Church at the Nazarene among
..... ' - ' " " " " " " - new members of the communlry and for. negn-

• . "- ' " " '" • Dorhood or hospitc visitation. They.can De nanded

• ,'_iIiP_,;_ :'_i:' ' ',LH,_ • , , _ ._ oulsepa(atelyoras,a'packageoffour.
_/_ • . . . On the back Of each brochure is a place for the

. . - - . church, to DrinEits qame. address, phone numbe[

READY-TO-USE PRINT ADVERTISING ana lhe times of services
_, ' -. The 'brochures can ioe oraered'in various quan- "

The "welcome lothe Church of.the Nazarene'" "tities. A tree sample is included LPyour Media Ki}r
campaign contains four orofessionally eroduced
and ready-to-use newspaDer advertisements " " . " " " "
Each adve[rlsement can De reaucea or enlargea BEGIN YOUR .- •
in size and Iocal_zedwith vour cnurcn's name. ad-. I MAIL TO:Media Services
dress, ana onone'numbe_ The tour stones .belng OUTREACHEFFORT-:_ CHUJ_CH OF THE NAZARENE . . .

• told througn the campaign tie-in with the. radio. " " " "TODAY.CONTACT ' _0_T_ePaseo - -
,}v. ,,,,._ television., and cable TV messages toorov_ae con- _ KansasCity, Me 64131

" tiriQit'y and build _awareness for the Church of the " " MEDIA SERVICES _-, -_ _YES! rm interested in mol[e intormation. Pleasecontact me

'- -. - _,_,. j_ " ,' -.,_, " Nazarene,n_,ourcommunity. A FREEMEE)IA _: "..... .,_ _,_,_._u-_,,_ ' _ ', - ,, ,,. " -- NO... I'm not interested in additional inlormation at this time. However,

I .._'_' : ;,'_..p,_"_,S_'"" "_ ""/. ,,&'_, inaddition,youwjllrecelveasheet of;Wetcome FOR
• _ _ please _eep my name on your mailing list. " "

( _j_'_ _" :_:: : " _-._',-" _ ,_-" log.as tO.De used on letterhead, envelopes• news .... " " • _ _ , . .

___'_,_"_1.\_11"i&_ A " f._l_: ";'i'i;°'" "'_'_:_'_ J_':''' _i"A'i'" _':'oiI _"_h' _ et t.ers .and bLllletins . INFORMATIONKIT' , l Please.sendme - copy(sloftheChurchCommunicarions
' _ : " The "Welcome" theme can also be: used on I_iG - . ,_ Sourcebcok at $.29.95 each'. " :

i1...e.._.1_?_ ,i_. ,_i_,,_ i_,_ _ f_._l_ _ boards and othei forms of outdooradvertising " " '"

l "_" A free samole Is _ncluaed in the Media Informa'tion ' " " • " " .- _ " "

.... :. -. . ._ CHURCtI: - "

• , ,- ADDRESS/PO..BOX: "

C_c_ _.}).,., _ CITY: STATE -- ZiP:-." ." . - -
" " ' . _ " CONTAC'E " " " " " ' " "

OUROIU[_OtC_I_EEyCr]_ttlIU!i[ _ . . " " . , -
TELEPHONEI

. .. °" 32G
32F " " "

I ..... U " "
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-, Do YOUR part inencouraging
: " " " 'YOUR district to reach its.goal

. . 3

mulate you ....o. " . "The blessings andinspirationof the
• - : "" " , - - Herald of Holiness

are well worth the

, . : " : cosU'
Defiance.Ohio

"1enjoy reading•
" your magazine. !t

_ has helped me in

, , • .my Christianwalk .
- with Jesus this

" _tesr."

The vivid, spellbinding story of _ PaloArto.CaliforniaAn exceptional film on stewardship,.

evangelism, Church _,Irowth. Chuck Pl°Deer mi_si°nar'v Harm°n - 1984Bradley, typical cnurcn member. Schmelzenbach's frek. into porthern -.
gains exciting new ght and Swaziland, and his successfal struggle

. commitment, Fie ana his wife find To plant the Cnurctl of'the Nazarene DISTRICT
• . God's love, . an thb veldts, of Africa. Color. 50: .

unreached Deople, and the.real " mlnul"es. CAMPAIGN
• reason for giving, loving, ana caring. ". FR-134 - "" .Freewill Offering SCHEDULE

FR-13"I f_ental . . s]5.00 FOR
• ' ' The m!nistry of medical m_ssions _n S[PT_MllLr

The inspiring story of God working on. the Church at the Nazarene aria • : . N_bra,ka
vanous fields--and our: _nHis missionary D_ Orpna Speioher's 40: . .. , . .-.' . n_*_,_U.d
work. Contains actual testimonies of years ofservice arid sacrifice• " " : " - Akro,OC1OB[r

"" ._- people whose lives have been" . . BuildJnga 105-bedhospital from•an - • ^,.,°.,
transformed. Original scoi"e by Pdul 8-room,mud-wall schoolhouse is but c..,d,_.,_,^,,.t_,

'_ _ Mickelso_ Color, 32V2minutes, one facet of this remarkable Lady'S _.t,r.,,.unU_,
FR-120 Rental $'25,00 , , ministry, Color. 35 minutes, • . '" _. ", m,,,_l°"". ,

- FR-12B " $25,00 . Mi,h_x,,t• " North Cemrat Ohio
. ', N_dhwes I

Or L'lon P,I( ilic
.... Philadelphia

. . . . , . ,_ , . _.ya_hlnllton ".

. , : NOVEMII[R
• . • . . Canada Paclh(

• " - . - . " LOS AnKeles
• , . • " PiltsbufKh

.p

" • _. "The Herald is one
"' - " of the finest

' " ' "" . .Chdstian "
• •. • . . . : - . . ,. maiyszines that I

• -- .. , . . .', , . , . , . - . . have*hadthe
, .. -. : . -pleasure of reading

• •. "

_ in a Iongtime."

_.. . -. . . • . !' ...:::. .• . , . . . , , :_ g_dtbrd,Texall •".1

, ,.... . , . . ' . ..: .., .. "l sure do love endenjoy so much,
.. • your Herald of

-,-'. - - •, - ....... Holiness magazine.
': " ": "' . •. : It's one of,the

-, . • . -, greatest andlpray.
it always will be."

":, i ."" Oxford, Mtct_gan

1984 09-11-21



,, , ;i._.', ¸ f'"

' 8.
:_ " Chu"__, rch of the N zarene

I

"_ _ CREATED TO SERVE c_,,,,_0,,

C _ " OI

Tfl BUILvlu DEDlCATIO. ........Cc_li|icale ............ •"

,.,,°,. BAPTISM o,
64__: __5 [_uble giving ,ill heiplo re.. - P .......... ( _.""

duce overseas capltal:debts: " ". 0h,  ivl° m.,0o,moke,o .: MEMBERSHI ", wealthy_but [t WlUmake you" , .i " •

a_ ." '."i' ;rich irl.Joy.
-"_' _ ..... Handsomely I.ithographed .on a beaL_tiful

,. -fl .. "- Hopper Sl_ytone parchmentwith Church of • " . ', "• ' the Nazarene emblem on.front: Artistically
- printed.inside areappropriate verses from the •Holy Bibleand special certificate form

,:, with space for name of person and church, place, date. and pastor's signature. 5V2 x
. _tl :' ' • _ 8V2". Matching envelooe. " : - "

CT-163 Dedication • CT-164 Baptism • CT-165 Membership :

-_ Package of 10-for $2.50- " "

: ' church o_ the Nazarene

DoUBU<i " BOON
Every churcb should have a guest.book. And
this One. custom-made for Nazarene churches. - ,.. ..,_:
can fulfill a very vital role in making visitors feel ":,.".. -_ _ : - ,,,,

•., Welcome. , . ..
• '. " _, '" r Dignlty and qualit'y describes this book through-: " •

out. Topping each. page _s a liturgical design and
a friendly "We Welcome You--Today YouAre'One .... ..

., . " of Us" message, .with .spacebelowfor date. name. ...
...... address home church. Heavy. w,hite stock, provides

a fine writing surface. Paddedsimulated-leather bind-
ing.is gold-stare ped with art lettering and Church of the .Naza[ene emblem.Corners are

' ' • rounded; edges q _ilted. 9 x.12". Boxed. . .
- , - , j

" ,,-. R,1144BI Brown (1.000 names) - .
...... ch"- ........ . ..-- R-1144RI Red (1,000 names). Ea $14.00

• CHURCH O_ 11_" N_ZAI_ENE,

..,,,,.,_o,_o_,,_._,_,,.,_,,o.._°"_'°" For other style CERTIFICATES and GUEST. BOOKS. consult our
latest Supplies/Equipment Catalog, Freeupon request.

NAZARENEPUBLISHING" HOUSE Post office Box 527 Kansas City, Missouri64141

" . " , 32K
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• "D'o your best to pro-
sentyourse]r to God as

• _ . . . .., one approved, a workmanwho does not need to be

' Coming to you eacl_ quarter'from Pastoral Ministries, Wilbur Brannon. Director 4_,. ashamed and who.cor-rectly handles the.word of

• LEADERSHIP 'o |NSPIRATION. • FULFILLMENT" . • ENRICHMENT . . "tUtti." (2 Tlmothy2:15)

A CALLTO PRAYERFORTHE
YEAR OF CHURCHGROWTH

• . " , ' . . .

To b 750 000 g me b hip " ' '.:: ecome , stron in m ers • _ - .... . .

And reach 75.000"new-Nazarenes " : ., . • " ,_ ' ,,. . • . -
• And start i 000 works. " " ': " " "' " ', DeW _ ./ . " . .

We must pray the Lord of the Harvest ...... • • .". .... :-. ,
" • " f emin /U --_'• " " " '.' ' "• -..- For.a net increase. .o 1"74activ isters.in Canada .S.A, • .... _. .,

: . THE .APPROVEDWORKMAN

• =_ SE ORAL ' SOMETHINGNEW IN CONTINUINGEDUCATION• NEW RIES--PAST : _]0nuary 1: 1985,'wlll mare a turning point Inthe . directed study courses are being developed lind
efforts of the Church of the Nazarene to pt:ovlde -classesare being organized on general, regional

TRAININGFOR LAY LEADERS continaing education for ministers. Presently, Pas- and district levels. Wheh:a minister completes 10
tor&l Ministries offers an Advanced Ministerial of-the 14 specified categories, an "Approved " "-,

. . The month of September marks the rst'annlversaryof pastor's VIDEONET. We're ex- : . Studies (AMS) certificate fo_rthe completion of ten Workman's" plaque will be awarded at the appro-

-' . " " cited about'how the, program has developed these past 12.months'and hope you've had . . . Continuing Education" Units (CEUs) in general priate district assembly•
a chance to watch at least one prod]ram, If you did, you probably are considering a . . fields related to the practice of ministry• These " •Those wanting_ tq cornplete work oil an AMS- credits can be earned through, directed'study certificate must do so by January 1, 1985. After .

" subscription• - that date, _MS CEUs currently on record will be
" " "VIDEONET" is just the beginning• By now you've heard of f_he.series currently in courses avail'ablethrough Pastoral.Ministries, gen-

process that.will help the pastoi" in his development of Icb_:allay leaders• This series shows " i , " eral ,church offerings, planned district• meetings, converted to cred ts" n the appropriate area in the
, the commitment of Pastoral Ministries and the,Division of Church Growth to video rain- • and through approved seminars and Workshops Approved Workman program.

istries asa means of disseminating vital training information to the local chur_.hes. ' on a Nazarene college campus or in a minister's For fm'ther information, write Pastoral Minis-
Make use of:these helpful video.tools. Order from the Nazarene Publishing House.[] '. ..... home area. tries for the brochure entitled "The Approved . .

• " . The new development in continuing education . Workman Program: Continuing Educatlon for Mln-
• - .for mifllsters will becom e known as the "Ap- isters in the Church of the Na}.arene.". - . [] _ .

" " • proved Workman" program w th scriptural refer- . -. "
• " - " ence to 2 Timothy 2:15/It will begin January l as I

an expansion of the Directed Studies program. To . •
,. .• d

..... receive an Approved Worl_man certillcat!e_ a rain- ' D1RECTED STUDIES CHANGES.: " [
WORSHIPSERVICE RESOURCES• ., : ister is required to compete five CEUsIn one of '

- 14 specified areas of ministry including.:Admlnis- HOW WE GOT OUR BIBLE, by Ralph.Earle
When you receive.your "Pastor°s Program Planner" this fall pay / i
careful attention to an ntroductory section of specially designed - tratiOn, Preaching Christian Education, Pastoral has been relocated in the 'Course of Study "[

worship.helps for.tbe pastor• Last. March, a committee of pas- /. !•_i ,- Care, Holines_ Theology, Evangelism, Biblical . from 111.2a to .121a. "
' ' - " _ Stud es,. Contempm'ary Theological Issues, 'the . lll.2a is GETTING TO KNOW YOUR BI-ters met in Kansas City to construct detailed materials to assist " f,": P&si0r s Personal and Devoti0nal Development, " BLE..by Julia Rippy Boobe (Broadman)
_: • in the planning of the Sunday worship services. These Will be "

mailed separat_._fromthe !'Planner" around October 31, 1984..' . . : Worship, Lay Development. Church Planting, Ur. 134a is .INDUCTIVE PREACHING, by'- . ban Ministries, and Ministry to Ethnics.
Worship and preaching'helps I will be a regular feature' of ":"'- . Five CEUs represent 50 clock-hours and can be Ralph L. Lewis With Gregg Lewis (Crossway)

future _'Pastor'sProgram Planners.' Let us know what you thln[_ " ' : earned in the areas of study .listed above. New
of this Ififormation and how you use it. Poster's Program Plannor_ : -. , , . .- . - ...

i i -- Practical Helps Added • " • . . : ,.. ...

h • , " . • • . 321_

32L " ' " " --
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possibilities of being a long-lasting, need-meeting
• arm of the church. • " "" ' "

,. A l_ilot project has been established in two ar- 'At ieas known as CONET North and CONET South. . . ' "
CONET North includes districts in the states of .

' " Illinois, Michigan, Indl0na, and Wisconsin, while
• ". CONET South involvds the three districts tn Flor-

ida. . " _. , . .

: " An "800" number called "Heartline," 10cat_d in " i_ '

' • CONET Nashville, is available for crisis problems and re- .Lu:-==-_. _ ' " .. ,P
ferrals. The referral network has been carefully ._.== '._ _,)_
chosen' and-is compoied of professional Christian '
counselors as well as ldrofessionals from the medi- . ,. .:

cal and legal field£ . ' "_ / ....• CONETalso' includes consultation servicesfor ": ..... ""

help in handling difficult situations such as conflict . :.' _ _ZiJ'
- ' management.Continuing education, a third com-

ponent, is an emphasis that will enrich ministers .
• and enhance their professional skifls. "" .

•At present the CONET model is operative only . ' . ,

• : During the General Board •meeting in February a in the two. regions mentioned above. It will be. , ." • .
. monumental decision v_as made• that potentially evaluaied periodically, and If it has'met tbe objec " .... :

will • benefit all ministers and their families. The. tlves it is"designed to meet., a proposal will be " ' " *" •
• ] ,

-. program known as "CONET" was'revlewed.and submitted to the Board of General _uperinten- • . ,.
• unanimously approved. " dentsand the Department. of Church Growth for. - 7_" " '

. We've been telling _/ou about CONET, and for possibleexpansion into other regmns of Canada _' _ '_"
" the last five'months th s program has been'a real- and the U.S.A. , _-*-'.

" Pray that CONET will' b_'used by God to aid"ity: It has received trerpendous support from pas-

" . tors and district, sup_rintendentg, and has. all the and encourage our. ministerial, work force... E .

• ,, The case sludy for group discussion ison page 44; . ,_ , • , ,.,
The PdstoralCIinlccan be a sharpening device for the pastor's counseling
ability,and technique. Call a fellowpastor or pa_tors and discuss over "' ' ,i _ :- -:

_, lunch"_Tfie Case oftheUnwanted Mother." - [] _ ,

-._:r.__,=_ ":; ; •

". " . • . • " . _

/
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z , . - ,

" - " " - . • ' :' : " JACK'O•BOWMAN
" " " " " " " " " " ..... . DenverEaststde

• - - - 1983 1 " ' " " " " " " " " " " " dr " " " "

NAZARENE 19B3:." . " . " : . _"" " " CHURCH MEMBERSHIP . , • WORLD POPULATION

i
I

Serving on .the editorial 'adviso%, board fo{ this issue on "Pastoral

' " u_tod stat_ . Evangelism" were six pastors (Duane Yoesel nol pictured] from Denver

, _ . ..... c_nada. , , area Churches of the Nazarene• :]'he editors are.grateful for ihelr _'c:ounsel and their contributions to this Issue.

"t EUGENEL. MINGUSThe advisory boards give theiz time, .w] hou! pay, to help us . Denve•rHerilage
decide'what needs to be said On the.'the'mes. We are seldom. If ever,

• able to includeall we'd liketo, but we hope every pastor"will find, WESLEY]RACY
1 •something helpful in.these pages. Ed,t0,

1 . ": . " • -_ : ',,- . .

0." . .,,8, .... :/ :-M,SSIOH ..... ' _ >
CHURCH MEMBERSHIP' "

• :' . . . ." "._"."". " NINABEEGLE
:" '" " : : " " " : Eulope/M.Eas _- -._ _ AsslslanlEd,t_

' ." ' " . 3%" • _.::-L" _-_-_-- . . / "/ T_,e,_zcht_ MaWane
I N: _m I --Ip_ _ I r : I m I ; ,/ L : _ : , " " I . : m "

:;:o0:I : --,--.-.:: HAROLDJ. STRAT[ON
" : " " " -- . . . . : . .. " DenverGolden

. : , , _: _° // "' ., , .
Central America. . •

• Canbbean

• . , .// "'" / i

" OUTSTANDINGGAINS IN COUNTRIESWITH LARGERMEMBERSHIP ';
. . . . . . " . - . " . .

Cor,ntry Gain .' Percent Countr_ Gain Percent . - DAVIDTHOMPSON• - • . : AssistantPastor
- • " " " - Weslmmster,Colo.

Domli_lcan Republic ' 2,624 243% Peru 2.871 39% -_

' Guatemala " • . 5,258 " 57% •Haiti 9,560-: 33% .... "
Bolivia • 1,715' 43% "India 731 24% : ' " ....... "

Taiwan 239 . 2096, Korea .3,499 13% "

OUTSTANDINGGAINS COUNTRIES'_IN WITH SMALLERMEMBERSHIP _ :
Country " ." Gain % Country " Gain % . Country Gain . % " "

ColOmbia • 307 1,203% Hong Kong 67. 176% El Salvador 791 - 1.6096 :.
Ecuador - 242 159% Wlndwardlslands : 154 145% Indonesia 254 _144%

• ..CostaRlca 729.'.- 126%' Netherlapds: 155 ' I 11% Honduras 173 11096 " , '

• Samoa .- I 16 94% Portugal - • "I 23 . 7096. Nigeria. . . . 902 66%
Bahamas, . 281 50% Holy Land ' 9 " 47% Belize 3.52 42% . .

Brazil." " ' 85B 42% Middle European 297 .40%. Denmark . 12 .35%

-. Puerto RicO' - 508. /:' 34% .P.anama 121 29% ' New Zealand 101 27% .... 32Q
Papua New Guinea 467 27% Malpwl "blO 23%. Leeward & Virgin IsL" 84 2296"

• . . . , • - .

: " " • . . " "• .H .
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flz

eeligie s °=.

t /
. / " " 1985ScdptureText " "

_\ _ 1985Wordsof Wisdom

B An inso_ratloeal remtrzder to each memoer and lriend _ha| his ChUrChao_ OpenS• ]B'L CIo_edfJ_9

"_"_ r}astor stand ready to munlsterto his needs Ihrougnout 1985

_ _' • • Deszgned to Rt the Decor'of Today:s Homes
' c..3_ ' " • BeautnbJI Frill-color ArttPhoto 'TeDroduchons • -

" • SDace for Nohng Personal and Fam ryActlwbes. . - , ...... %

• '" •.. _,,_._,,_'_'__.:,-: _ E r chln9 T ough S and Senptu as for Day uwng , -• • YourImprint here
" " " - " " • Complete w_th.Splral Top Punched for Hanging . ,1_ " ._ • " -

03 . . .. 't,_ ' ' "

_'_[IK'll'4 MIEII,_I I'lC:h " ' " " " ' " .... " _'i " _ ' ....... " .....

,I 4 ,,,', .....,, ....

. . With name of pastor, church, address, hours of services-
. 1985MemoModeme• 1885Appointment

- - o_,,.-_,, I_ " Scripture Text _" _'" '

" " [he [iaGillOn;J hattie calendar for-over 50,,ears, .. .__±'L-'.._._

. . Memo Moderne . " . ,
: x_.._.,,_ • • Sirlaller, s_zq,economy eollnon

" ' - Appointment . "
• " . " lirsplrailonarrem,_der far desk or wall

X'_. FORINFORMATIONWRITE:RuthL_.'Gibs0n 6401 ThePase0KansasCity,M0 64131 -_="_ .... _-,,,,', ,,o Wordsof Wisdom " ......

, ._: . _,, ,_ • " • - " " " ._t _-_'_-- Hlgnllgras lavorde verses Item Provar_)s _'_'
" " His World . . - ..... .

.CHANGE OF 'ADDRESS FORM : Depicts tl_emales,y el,God's 6reatlon, " " " _-:"
. SeaSoh's Greetings . - • •

P._TOR--o Service to You • . - " : 1985HisWodd F-eatur_nglUll page church mpnrll 1985Season,sGreetings

When ,/ou change address, fill in the form below and mail to the Geheral . :.... ,. ..
. .. : , .

Secretary ..... . • ,, ... .... 1N4Edl_ons" 1 .., .12" 25 50, 106 200 ' 300 500
.i

• : S(_RIPTURETEXT• , . : 2.00 " 1.6'5 !.30 ' 1.11 1,00 .96 ,92 .89Name ., Date of Change . u-285 .wilhmonthl)_quotations • . .

Former Address,. ' " " •ZJ_ " U-285M 'With churchimprintan each month X X ' X 1.18 1,07. • 1.03 " ,99 " .96 '

.... • ":' " " - U'-i85" '.MEMO MODERNE , " [' " " " '" "- ]_ "" I "" ' "
Forme_"Church .'w.thmorlthlyquotati6ns ' " : I 50 1.20 ' 1.10 ,93 ' .82 ]7 i .75 .74

" . . U-185M ' ' " ' " . , -• Wl h church _mpnn on each man h ' )(. " X X ' 1.00 ,89 ,84 .82 31
New Address : • • - , •

" • . " .. . 0-335 " ,APPOINTMENT _ ' • ' [ " t , , ' . I-- " I , ,

" Z . with monthly quotations 2.25 1,80 t .45 1.26 "1,15 1.{2 1.07 1.03
City .State'--. . . . IP " U:335M Wiih church'impdnton eachmonth X X " x .1.33 :1.22 ' 1.i9 ' "1.14 " 1,10

] " .• " ' - " "" " " HIS WORLD " . . , ", , "

Nameof Church : District u-345 , with monthly quaY,at/arts ' • 2.50 . 2.15 •' ,1,75X_" 1.30 1.20 1.14' 1,10 1.06New Position:Pastor (.);.Evangelist ( ); Other " " :' " " _" " _ ' "" U-345M With ehurchimprinton each month X X 1.37 i.27 1.21 .1.17 : 1.13 •
I , " I I .

WORDS-OF wISDOM " " ....

I !. All official records at Headquarters and periodicals checked below"will be u-355 11.75' 1.30 1.20 1.14 1.iO 1.06
" ,.' . withmonthl),.qubtations . . 2.50 2.15

. , . [ I . . • .

Changed from this one.notification. , . ..... U-355M Wilh church impdnton each monlh X " x , X 137 1.27 1.23 1.17 1.13 .

• . . wtato 13t*oIo_IaPh's Cck)r poia'O_d$ i_1 le¢,o_ •Check Herald of Holiness ( ); World Mission ( ); Preacher's Magazine ( ); U-365M SEASON_GREETiNGS ,_q_$_aoepe_,_,lo_epa,at_n_,_us.'_..'_ . 1.06 1,03 '1.00 "_..97

-" . • NOTE:_Forpostage and handhng'chargeoh CASH orders, add 8% (8¢for each $1.00). CHARGE orde/s will be billed exact amount

I Other . , "IMPORTANT: Please type Imprint Instructions clearly, Price Includesup to five lines ot copy; Any additional, $ | .75 per line. Allow

p" " FOUR WEEKS, for imprinting and shll_plng. Orders for Cizristmas distribution should be received by November l,(Cli and send to the Subscription Department, - ." " r,_,.......... ,........ , ...................
Nazarene Publishing House, P.O. Box 527: Kansas Cily, MO 64141.) _ Order 4T ONCE! . . .

,, EN S
n _£t " " " ' "- ,,;_ NAZAR EPUBLISHING HOU E." Post Office-Box 527', Kansas City, Missouri 64141 32U

: • ' " ." ; " i 'h [ .": .,-

1984 09-11-27



r" . ' o 0 _EfITS SE_vI_'_" " " " " "

. J :. K,_-c_- . . . .. _'_'. " _-"'_

FO" free info_mation onany of m_.:l, . . _ ". ' ,: . :the. _-Mces offered by Pen- • . •

mark the box that.•indicates . " "

the coriespondlng:Itomde- " ' " : " " " - " " " ;
" sired:. . • . . : " ' _ . ., -i.':

•Dea - " ,_V,(__,'n'Isovv- __p.¢service-'" •:
' 1 " 2 " .3 4 ' ' " ure to to ation°" nsiohS- . . : .

I' i--I E3,F-IF-I.... " , d_teredtq _v- SerViceS"1°_:,;f_d ma'v.esu!_ , : . ' ." "- .:' "
I " 5 " "6 " '7. 8 " •_°nell_ _,.d_s" "

' . yo_,_0*°'_,._. . :.. • '

[] [] [] '  ,O'dazamn

" " .. . I, ' : '1. MEMO! H0using for Your'pastor:parsonage 0r Ho(Jsing AIIowanc0

• . 2. MEMO: Church Employees or I_fOl_endent Cat'tractors??? ..
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aking Disciples 'Perhaps we should admit our lack of an enthusiastic SUB- ally artificial ano forced rather man the spontaneous out-
: port in some • places for "revivals" as a program• Our avoid-, growth of genuine friendship. We must encourage our people -

• ance of respodsibilify for them has probably been the result of to build Dridges. of friendship with the unchurched that they
an upward mobility of our pe6ple (pastors included), which might ultimately share the.gosPel wnntnem

N atural.ly " " makes us more consci0us of keep,rig our respeqtabUity. But We must eyangel[ze hot or_ly by the real,ty ofl!our fellowship

even more imoortantly,'our theological tradition has not made but also by the'compassion of our service , . - .
" ' " Jteasy for Us tO admit the need for revival, it has been difficult This means that when we "preach not ourselves but

for us to adm_ the need for forgiveness'without in some Jesus Chnst as Lord" we also present "ourselves your ser-
senous way reflecting on the validity ofour experience of ". vents foi Jesus'-sake." We Dear in m_nd that men are not

Not.Just PrOgram.tButa Way of Life entire sanctification. There seems to be dawning of a new bey onlylost, bad. and sinful; they are.i]lso lonely, be',_ildered." " a . in this regard, howevec . and suf er ng We witness to our Lord not only when we telt
' , Pastors have the [eadership.responsibility to take the ad- of H_Swonderful works, but when we StdP ourselves as He

_ _" " - - ' ' vance steps _nspiri!ual vulnerabi]ity,-showing the" way tO re- did, and take a towel as He did. and wash &lirty feet as He
_ " • " " viral One of the prerequ_snes for spiritual renewal within the did. And if our servtce is not a kind of superiority, then the

Body js honesty with oneseif and discreetly shadrlg that hoB- CUbof co d•water or the Washing.of dirty feet may open the
" ,. " . " . , " esty with others, door of the heart to hear al_eut the cross, (Leighton•Ford,

• _ Paul S. Rees once said• "We must cease to ma.ke ourselves The Christian Persuader [Harper & Row. 1966], p..75.)
the clearinghouse for ife's decisions and•begin To listeh to We must eee the•ministries O! the Church escaping from
God: we must let the HD!y Spirit of God show us those d_s- behind the confining wails and going Where.people are_-into

• " "" " honesbes that we call petty; those trespasses on.the rights of domes an_ offices and factories, to the seashores and lakes
others that we make light of. those fee rigs of resentment and.. and mountains where life is, lived day to d_y:

- - . ' bitterness that we try to just!fy, and those careless if not But m,en fellowship and service cannot stand alone. Sam-

. ....'*" . . brutal, handlings of other peDple's reputations that we have uel Shoemaker summarizod it lille this:
" " -_- . grown to enjoy• We've babied ourselves and coddled our sins., I cannot, by being good. tel! men of Jesus' atoning death

too long Addwe are inadequate to face the demands of life and resurrection, nor of m_,faith in His divinity The empha-
. ! consctence, and toe-perversity of selfishness. We must seek s!s_is too much on me and too little on [-lim. Our lives must

" " _ toe face of God to gain H!s favor•" . be made as consistent as we can make them with our faith:
• . but our faith, if we are Christians, is vastly greater than our

• • / Fellowsh!p. and Service I_s..That is 'why the "word" of :witness is so important
.- ,-_j . . - (Ford, p. 78).

" " " God's Sirategy Of evangelism demands the.penetration of It goes _tho_Jt saying that the pastor takes .the lead by.

6>, ; : '_ " ." : your church's whole world, the' mobilization of.a g_'owing proclaiming "a word from the Lord"' from the pulpit. And as a": • - " " '_ Spit:it-filled nucleus within your church,and the utilization'of part of his equipping mlnist_ he assumes responsibility for

•\/, " every n'ght m_thod of'sharing the good news of Jesus Chdst,_ the training of his people in personal evengelism and by set-
. ' " " A sanctuary is important because Shechurch that is fulfilling ting a"visitation schedule appropriate for his situation. .

its evangelistic mission needs a secure pla_e for rejoicing and 3he pastor must demonstrate ways in which the un- . .
renewal.' ' : . _ churched may be reached. He must bewilling to.face failure in

: "' ,"_,_P i! Nevertheless. many of us have no idea of the fear many the attempt and not 'be defeated by such failure, He Should

- -_ ' '_,.t.: f -. " . unch_r.ched people na.ve o coming to the house of God. The" • become acquainted with a vanety o) methods and help. his "" • -. "closed corporation" mentality, a sort of Christian solationism, people find the way tnat best.fits each personality. Even if he
_" nas become a constant barner to evangelism: On the other does not sense that he" has the gift of evangelism, _e will

" .-_1 ! hand, many Christians have been se afraid of •being con- encourage his people to fDIIow through if they see their pastor

:"_ " " - - taminated by worldliness that they have avoided any social taking the lead.• It'is the privilege and duty of every member'of• . ,,!_ . i-.:.. - . " " ' . contacts with the unconverted. AS a result, they nave no nat- Christ's Body to joyfully share the reality of a living faith in

"" "" ',_ .... _I: . :. ural bridges for evangelism. What witnessing they do is'usu- Jesus Christ• '_

• _'_ "t., ' • .. ' . - ..' : - "

v

.. .. Howcan the people in your _hurch"go .'.
not into a new program so much as into a process that builds on:_atural "webs"of
relationships. • .. " _ . ..- . - -

Translations of the Bible used by permission in this issue ere noted as follows:

The book is new. The concept is old. I[ Weave.,s into the everyday pattern of Our .1. a_otations cited NIV are from"The HOlyBible, 'New:International Version.copyright _ 1•978by the New York International
living, like tying our shoes. "BibleSociety. • .-
-'And God gives the increase. _'he potential ifo_ growth, in your church is exciting] " _,.Quotations cite(] RSV am from he Revfsed Standard Versiono/the Bible, cbpyrighled 1946.1952 '0 1971 1973..

. . ... - 3_Qu_t_ti_nsci_d_ASBarefr_mtheNewAmedcan_tandardBib_e`(_)TheL_ckmanFOundati_n.1`96_1962`_9_3_1968_ .

i C£T Denomlnatlonwld¢ '4. Quotations'cited TLB are from The LMng Bible, (_ 19"(1 t_yTyndaleHouse Publishers Wheaton, II1. " ""5. Quotations cited Phillips are from the New Testamentin Modem English, RevisedEdition (_) J. B. Phillips. 1958, 1960,
• _ Study Text for 1:985 t 972. By permission of the MacmillanPublishingCO. - "

THE YEAR OF CHURCH GROWTH 6. Quotations not cited with ftspec_al designation are from the King James Versionof the Bible

'• ' " S• Scheduleclasse.s during I . " . " " " "ci . February-March, 1985 _ _ld_--_d_'_ E)LSCIR_ES • " "' .
Nazarene\" . _'J. '--" . "
Cdltlon • .__,,,," _'
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.... " • . - • 26 FOR WHAT. IS A MAN PROFITED, IF HE SHALL. GAIN

PREACHINGFROM.- wo..D,  ou.?o.• "-• WHAT SHALL- A MAN GIVE IN EXCHANGE FOR HIS
" SOUL? '

MATTHEW16:£6-£7. . , , , .
. ,. . . . .

.... " 27 FOR THE SON QF MAN SHALL'.COME IN THE GLORY- i

. . - . • ,

- " . . , . " . . OF -HIS FATHERWITH HIS ANGELS;AND THEN HE

" " Six eachers espo to Ou fc SHALL REWARDEVERYMANACCORDING TO HIS• , pr r nded r appeal WORKS. "
•' this text:sermonson . .......

• -'J

• , , ,
z

| , . . ,

• . " • . .

i'

:- .'. ' ?WILL IT BE WORTH IT DEC[SIONS--DECLARATIONS-- 'JI_SUS,THE MASTER ' WHAT CAN YOU LOSE THE PRICELESS SOUL GOD'S BALANCES

ALL ON I_AYDAY? DESTINIES ..... ECONOMIST by £. D. Buckingt_am,Pastor by Calvin B. Oyler,Evangelist by Lyle V_.Curtis, Pastor 'by Kenneth Gulbertson,:t?astqr •by J. V Morsch. District t_j{ Virgil t_ Applegate, Pastor The WesleyanChurch" Church of the Nazarene First Church of the Nazarene
SOuth Hills Church of the.lyazarene Superintendent, Central Florida First Church of the Nazarene Moncton, New Brunswick " - " . Lawrence,Kans.

' Bethel Park."Pa. _ Church of the Nazarene Middletown, Ohio. Sermon PropoSition: The text ex-
• " , - , • " .Sermon Purpose: To help mankind forcefullyJhe value of. one Pro.Message.Scripture Reading:

I ! Purpose:Toconvince mento investir_ sermon Theme: Develod 'nferentiatty introduction: One of tt]e mostfro:. '-. I recognize the value of the soul and sool, or life. It implies the desperate Daniel 5:17-28
Jesus Christ. . - . . , . the inescapable.considerations and quen;t'.topics of conversation in th s thus make salvation our'highest prior- need f()r every person to consider "

Introduction: Whileir_ seminai_ Lanx- 3rovisions of Christ:s atonement, contemporary:age is the economy of " " ity. " , " i carefully his priorities. The speaker Sermon Proposition: The conduci• " " " our country, On either the national or hopes his messagebased on this sol- and attitudes of our life are subject to
=ouslyawaited my upcoming marnage. Introdudtibn: Comment on the differ- Introduction:' For what is a man prof- emn text will move those who listen to God's approval
My anxiety Was due not 0nly"to the ence t_:_etweenlivin9 and existing, personal level.T° be knowledgeable of . . , " _. - .

this currentsubject in.thisaffluent so- itcd, if he shall gain the whole world, give their',heartsand lives to the Lord Introduction: Belshazzar was a great"and lose his own soul?".This ts _he
normalyoungman'sexpectations,but G ve backgreundand re atonshipof .ciety,.weare proneto seel_information JesusChristalso to the fact that t was heady pen*" .thecontextto text.'.- mostsolemn,soul-searchingquestion ' - " ana powerfulking inthe heightof his
niless.I was deeplyconcerned about " Introduction:Who despiseslivingina "glory.withno'thoughtthat he was be-

: my financialsituation'and willing to The text includes life's greatest ex-" from sourcesthat'do _ot enhghtenUS.The facts'and figures'only add to our I ever asked by Jesus. He wanted toshock man into seeing .what was his ing we[ghecl in God's balances: Bel-changes that have to do k,vith b deci- nice house? Which of us would find

cobsider any honest means to remedy sion'a'declaration--and a desti/7_ confusion..Letus turn to the Word of "i" " most impbrtant and only real pos- dd_,inga new car unpleasant? Do we shazzar was weighed, in God's bal-, it. MANPOWER seemed to be the an- .(3od;whichhasaweal(hofinformation sessio_ The two key words in the text . not aft enjoy fine foods add clothes ance. "
, • swar.I awoke at the crack of dawn--. I. A Decision Is Sought--v. 26a: about ecOnomicvalues.In His Preach- I are worldand soul. The qUestionis an when and if we have them? Let us Humble Daniel who.knew the true
" or was it before i[.cracked? I .toOka "What good will it be for a man if'he ingand teaching,Jesus used descdp- '{ appeal to man's sense of reasonand confess it: We would like to get our andliving God. was called to declare
i _ bus downtowr_ to Manpower head- gains the wholeworlD, yet forfeits tive language and effective tech- _. logic; his sense ofresponsil_ility and shareof satisfactionwhile livingin this God's judgment,"Tonight, Belshazzar,

" quarters..'TbereI waited with a m0_ley his Soul?" (NIV), niques. His parables were filled with justice, as well as to his conscience. In world. But •.. you have been weighed in the bel-
- - asso0ment of men, feeling very m_ch ecoAo__J.Cjssqes.He:used.im#(ess_i_on--

out of place._A 0b came in' on the A. Every man has a s0ul. - .......... order_to calculate the profit in an ex, I. A Person May Obtain Many Earthly- ances and are found wanting.."
• abteeplgtamS_--phrases.thatspeak to char)go one must determine the value Goals and Possessions and Lose' Ide failed: to learn fror_ example "phone line. . " . . . B What have you gained'if you _heheart of-the matter. In our text. of that which is to be traded.

I thought it wise to purchaseb pair could acquire the world? . Jesus used severalke_;words relating . His Soul! (Nebuchadnezzar).
of work gloves since my new job was 1. By the test of its nature-- to individual and sp!ritual, economy: I..Value of the World A. The pursu=tof mammon will rob He failed tohumble himself before
to tear apart a f/re-gutted bowling al- what? "save,". "lose," "profited," "gain," "ex- " " A. Valuefs determined by ]he value youof the time beloogingto God. and God. " . -

- . .. , . • -
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" "Culbertson - Morsch" Applegate -------v----- Buckingham Oyler , , Curtis L

" ' ' L God's BaJancesDetermine Values •ley. The Manpower executive cheeP- 2. By the test of =i$ utility-_-- cnengeo," to enable us to place "our of other things in comparison, Jesus time is the most'valuable thing any of
fully explained that tne cost of the what?, " sense of values In prolSerperspoctivg, eoqld have portrayed the worth: us has. For instance, whe,'i e man do- A. What Is profit and Imp'errant?
gloves would be deducted from my 3 By the test of its contmu- " Throughout the'Gospels, Jesus t lessness of thisworld by asking the gages in unnecessary'labor on the (Brief description of materialism Inbur
days pay: Eight hours, later .I weanLy ence--what? used descnptive'language regarding . . . question, "What is amen profited ifhe' . Lords day _nd fails to worship and' I.'day.) • " ' i
hitched a ride back tO my denomina: C. What have you lost when you those economic issues of intrinsic shaligaln the whole world and lose his feed h ssout,tt always results_indam- B. What is weighing? (Comparing
-tlonal headquarters where I was al- lose your soul? " - value. He talked about true treasures: . health?" What sane person would sell age to his spiritual well.being._OLord,. valueand,standards.) . -
ready late for my normal custodial job. 1. By the test of subtrection_ '_Laynot Up for yourselves treasures -_ his. body to .be warped, deformed, "teach us to number our days..that weI was exhausted and hungry, so ran upon earth, where moth and rust doth . = twisted, and racked with pain in ex- may apply our hearts unto wishers" . C. What can I exchange?(The pdce
across the street foradecent meal.By the animal is left. corrupt and Whel'e thieves break _ change for possession of all the (Ps_90:12). will pay.).(SometimasI cannot afford
the time I deducted tne. cost of. the 2 By the test of purpose--it is through and steal: but ay up for your- t what I want, •therefore have to do
gloves, thecost of thejunk.food lunch the soul that achieves• selves.treasuresin heaven,wherenei-. : . world? B. The preoccupation lwith acqur. without it..This is what is valuable to
on the job, the cost of' the .evemng 3. By the test of endurance-:- ther/noth nor rust doth corrupt, and _ " Jesus could have asked. "What is a 'ing woddly things.and goals may hin- me,)

. . men profitedlfheg_itn the whole world der the development and use of.tal_ II:God's Balances-DetermineRewardthe soul is eternal, where thieves do not break through and lose his own mind?" What valuemeal, and the cost of the lost time at
work 1 began.to doubt if my in- Illustration:. Milan-Cathedral and _rt- nor'steal: for where your treasure, is, would possessionsbe to one locked irl entSespectallyfOrGOd.young,people,Ohthat ChrlstlanS,wouidsee A. "Christ comes in.the glory of the
vestment had been worth it. Only the script!ons over the dooi:s', there •will your heart be" also" (Matt. an insaneasylum unable to enjoy'any the tremendous-lr_pact they could i Father. ('[he recogn lion thatthe "re-

- thought made tt seem worthwhile--I D, The,soul is'of eternal worlh yet 6 19-21), , of its bepefits? Thank God for a sound make for Christ, and set out to de-' warder" is'mighty and glorious and to

• had done it for love• " often forgotten. Jesus talked abeut spiritual pros- mind.It's worth more than the world to velop Ged-given talents until;they are be feared [stood in awe of],)rm sure you have a similarly amus- 1. Forgotten in education for.the penty: for example..iri Loke'12:16-21. me. • "
ing story about a quest disable in- mind • .. we read of a prosperousiarrrler who We all would whoteheartedly agree sharp sl_ills.Seldomequaled by those B. Christ establishes the" rewardof the world, and never surpassed by .and the values thereof
vestment of time .ene/'gy, money, or • 2?Forgotten in enterprises for thought much about greater.barnsand that'the mind and body are more valu- the wodd! Our Lord and Kingdeserves IlL God's Baltmces Determine 'Our El-
some other orecious commod!ty. " . the body - more earth y ga n but gave very little able than the world, If this be true of our basil, forts .

However. it's really not amusing, re- Inustration:Tribe of Indians waiting for attention to the spiritual side of life. • "that which lasts for such a brief time, . C, The obsession for possessions (Reward in relationshipto our el-
ally not something to be trifled with souls to catch.up with _,b_!es. Jesu_scailed ;lhisman.a fool because how much more so for that which lasts may blind you to your f nancial ac- forts. Justified by faith that workswhen we talk about the s(_ullife,of an E. Some of the world s greatest of his ignorance of Spiritualvalues,and " • forever--thesoul. •
individual. The investment has eternal judges have decided mere ts no prolit he was baldaccountable for_is deeds B. Value is determined by whether countability to God. . [cf. James 2:18].)
consequences.. It must be made in the text's pi'opositions. 'and actions. " : property truly can be owned and D. The Lord will not countenance A.Our efforts'are determined .by

" " Letus noticethe teachingsof Jesus " whether a ,clear title,to _t:can.be ob- such disposition of time',,talent, and our tru'st in God. " "
wisely. I believe there is guidance for 1 Abraham left all to follow•God_ regai'ding 'spiritual econdmy, as re- " ".us _nthis passage: forlhere wesee to a new country, tair)e_:l:T, DeWitt .Talmage, .e great treasure. The parable of the rich fool, B.. Our efforts arO'determlded by
I. The Ti;emend0usWorth of.the Soul " 2 Moses left Egypt's palaces corded in our text: preacher of'the past, siJggestswe ask recorded inLuke12:16"21,, s-a grave our.concern.for Others. - -

(Life) for Israe!'s tents. ", - I. The Master Economist wants us to this question, one that would be asked .and impressive illustrationof the con- •C. Our efforts are determined by
" 3.' Solomondeoidedthe worldis CONSIDER the Real Issues by any responsibleperson purchasing sequences of: choosing worldly gain our commitment.

A. The world'_ .cynical estimate-of vanity. _' "For what is a man proiited, if, he real estatei"Can a clear title be ob- insteadof spldtualtife.The rich farmer
life is all aroundus. .. • tained?.ln purchasing Ethome,,one :was blessed with beautifulcrops be- conclusloni God's Balance Deter-

1 The '60s tune Is That .All " " .4. Paul countedhis past life as shall gain._hewhole wodd, and !ose
• There Is?.... dung: - hiso_vnsoul?or what shalla mangive -- makescertainthatthe titleis clear,that 'ceuse of the goodnessof God, yet he mines Our Cost, (Precedingverses,

- 2, The SupremeCourt rulingon 5. Christ rejected the comfort in exchange for his soul?" (Mett. there aren't so many legal heirs and counted the gain as self-earned end Matt. 16:24;25.) .
- . and power that life in the world of- 16:'26). entanglementsthat the title can't be owned. He did not regardGod or his Havewe lostourlivesinHim?When

abortion fered. This is a masterful question: Think freed, fellowman,but thoughtonlyofhim_salf, my vauesend my profitis eternal.I will
3. Men's ihhun_enit_tto man " " Supposeyou,owned the wo_d,Ev- Jesus said he was e fool. Harper's: establishmy heart right befgre Ged.

1. Many and sharp are the numerous F. In life's most important axe of the possibility0fgam_ng the whole
•_ ills. change, please consider. "What shall I wodd: then think of the possibnityof, erythinginit'wasat yourdisposal.You Lexicon reveals the odginal meaning nluatretlon:Brief storyof e man who" " ' were kirlg will'out even the fear of a of this word "fool" was'"foam or froth._ rejected the truth; that the.spul v_illlive
_il Interwoven in ourfreme: . do with my soul?" losing life. : rivel_Do you really own it? It is certain Could it be that. Jesus was saying, forever. " -

More poignant still we make II. AOrDeclarationIs Se_ed--v. 26b: A, The impossibility of gaining the that one day a ghostly monster will "THOU MADMANr'--foaming and Wou_l yougive your'lifo to Jesus• Ourselves.... " . what can a.man give in ex- whole wodd • " come and introduce himself. "My. frothing.atthe mouthl And so is every, tonightthatyoumightbe foundsafein
: . Regret remors'e and shame: Change for.hissoul?" (N.IV). Gainingthe whole world:is beyond name is Death. I have a mortgageon mantoday_wholivesfor himselfand Is Him?

And man's heaven-erected face, A.,!t is possiblefor a soul to be lost. my imagination;no one couldgair)the ..- this property.: It's time for you to notrich toward God. InsanetWithout Iqvitatlon'.Hymn="ls,Thy Heart Rig;
The smiles of.love adorn. "B. Note_Jesus did' not ask'what whole world, t yvoul_be foolish to move" Youargue, "1ownit, i boughtit, reason! "Headless, witless." says with God?" " ' •Mob's inhumanity to man. willa.man "take.. , think that you.cauldy_jnthe wodd,Yet and I;mnotmoving._'.Death"isdeaf. He Young'sConcordance. . . .

• Makes cOunt/ess thousands 1..We know that answer "very history teaches us that there were walks.right in. He kicks you off the He was'a fool for the foilowingraa- • •
those individualswho soughtto gain property.S0, doyou reallyown it? NO sons: First, a soul does not feed on Not.as

mourn.. --R0oert Bums well. " • the.whole World: Ali_xanderthe Great property of the world _can truly be earthly fai'e. A life consistsnot in eat---fading honor
B. God's "estimate of the worth of conquered one country after another.: : ow.ned.lf you die today, the house you Ing and drinking, _ut in "righteous-

. --,raw'dollars It has been recorded that when A);_x- own will be the propertyof another1o- hess, and peace, and Joy in the Holy
the sou s very different. . ---fleeting comfort andei"reachedthe banks el the Indian Ghosf" {Rom. 14:17). Second, that1. 'I am come that they might •--false promises - • • morrow. T "

O_ean, he wept because he had no So you trade you_"soul in exchange which a marlhas In this life is not his
have life: and that they might have it _fleshly excursions _ore worlds to conquer.We read of _ for theworlcland go to an eternalhell: but God's and passingthroughthe re-
moreabundently" (John 10:10). C. He did ask what a man will Napoleon, emperor of Frence. who _ but.then you didn't real!y own the stl'ictedgateof death alllaieftbehlnd!: " " ..

2. Cf. parableof lost sheep, "give." conqueredEurope andset his heart wodd: That's poor bbslness.You Jose Aga/n; he comple(elyforgot the Giver, :
3: Cf. Nicedemus's importance _.1. The questioncan mean there on Englandand Russia,but Napoleon ] " .everything, . who gives to all men libera!ly,and up- "

to JesUs. i_ no pdce that a man can.bring that met his Watered. " " Most likely we would not purchase braideth,n0t, Farmers, of all persons,
4. Cf. Jesus' reason for setting will recover a soul already lost. B. The temporary'staleof'the world something that could not be.inSured, wouid bequite aware of the Lord'srole

His Iacatoward Jerusalem. 2. The question can mean that Even if you coul_ gain the world, There isnot en Insuranceagent in the in producing e harvest, There is little .
II,The Relative Worthlessness of the there is no price that man can bring you cot_ldnot retain R forever. Jesus J - world who would Insure a burning man can do. except-toplant the seed

Wodd - - .that equals.the price Christ has el- givesus grel_hlcillustrattonsin relation t house:You give your soulto gainthe -end cut the weeds. God gives the In-
A. Originally worth a gi'eat deal-- readypaid,. " " to thatwhich Is temporal irl contrast to "l world, but youcan'tkeep it. Th.eBible crease.. "

Gen. 1:1, 3:1 D. Christ has pa{d what man can- that which iseternal. Ha speaksof the . I says Ir_2 Pet. 3:16, "But the day of the Last, his Ionaly,.helplesssoul, once
B. Its value depreciated by sin-- " not. " brevity of life and the necessity of .LordwUlsomeesathlefinthenlght;in past the place.bf death, would be _ "

Rom. 5:12. NAS_ " " E. Inlife's most important ex- seeking.that which is changelessand I thewhlch theheevensshellpassawa.y quick!yclalmedby horddhostsof hell.
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C. Its value compared--l' John change, please'consider,':What shall I permane.nt. Life Isshort at the vel:y very clear at this i_oint.Every person with a great noise, and the elements Many Bible students,, tnclJTalngJohn
2:15_t7 give for my soul?" . longest; it is like a.val_,r,ashadow that will live either with God or away from shall melt•with feryent heat, the earth Wesley and Hen_ .Alford,"claim the

D Yet how.many f6olishly inves! in IlL A Destin_,IsSealedMv. 27b: "And flees away, and the flight of an eagle. God, .depending upon that_person's • also and the works that are therein scripture .to read:' "This night" they•re-
Fame, popularity, and recognition choice. Our.ererna! destiny is deter-i shall bel0umed up," You sell your soul, quire thy soul," One well-known

the wodd to the detriment of the S6bl! then he will reward each person Boon pass away•One should not give mined inthis choice. It is heavenor hell miss'heaven, and go into utter dark- scholar states• "The.indefiniteness of
1. Fred Smith. executive vice- according to what he has done" himself to such'a temporarymatter. 't" for the choosing.All a manacquiresot ness Withouthelp, and you lose your the pronoun _s impressive--who are

presidentof the Gruen Watch Corn- . (NIV). earthly characterbelongsto the bedy, wodd as well. That'sppor busir_ess .'they?'" W. B; Godbey asserts_"they'pany,whilespeakingat a morningser- C. The w/oddf`ailsto satisfy
vice in his.church; said:' "The good A..Every man makes his own deci- Gainingthe woddwouldnotguaran- and remains with the mortal at its C..Value is dete_rminedby satis- are demons,whose job it is.to precip-
thingsin life have to.be paid for in ad- 6ion for the destiny of his own soul tee genuinehappiness.Jesus said, "A 1. passing;but the soulof man is immor- reactionproperty hasbrought to others, iratethe souls of men into hell. And so
v,_nco,while the' evil things we do are E} He is coming again• man's life consisteth not in the abUn- tal. I_et's think back to real estate. "An the rich farmer was dragged by imps

agent has my interests 'at heart. He of hell into the regi0ns of the darnned.
- 45

)aid for, generally, on the installment C. Potentially everyone nes been dance of the thipgs which he pos- "111.The Master_Economist Wants Us
plan._ - , _ . redeemed.... sesseth""(Luke 1'2:15). Solomon•was to INVEST Our Lives . advises ."P.astor,don't buy that house. ,11.A. Person Cannot Trade Anythin_

2.. Recently the collector of inter- 1. By His grace we are offered the playboy of the eastern wodd, but In order to d0"this wisely, We•must The I:)eoplewho lived in it didn t like It. He Has•or Is for His •Soul "" It's not well arran£fed. It is uncom- .A. There is no currency of any kind
nal revenue ,received a' check for His promise--His pardon--His powe_ he summed oplife asvanity. Realhap- the matter of profit ahd loss. fortable and inconvenient. The house available to I_arter for the soul. All$5,000 end a 'bdef note, from "a busi- D. It is ours to accept or rejeCt,and piness.is found in a person. Man was
nessman..It read: "Please find an- this decision detet'minesdestiny_ Profit is a business term that affects has changed hands 10 times in 10 thre_ of the synoptic Gospels -record
closed $5,000 that I owe on my past 1. Thisdecisionaffectswhat we ! madeby-God end a personcannotbe the care'of.0ur lives_ProfitIs a moti_,e years." I wouldnot buythe hoqse. • tl_islesson and in all three tn_;tances

happy until a right relationst_;_with thatis primarilyexpression,"What'sin I ask you, How satisfyinghas the Christ is quotedas sayingthe "whole
income tax. I am Bendingit to you be-" I_come in•life. . God is established. Losing the 'wodd } it for me?" Jesus had a'word•to say world been to thosewho haveonly tne •world" would not be sufficient to re-
cause I haven't been able•to sleep. If I " •.. 2,. This_r decision determines our means finding Christ. and when, you .. about profit. He showed USthat aside world? At the pinnacleof his success deem the soul•'i This express'on ','whole.
can't sleep now,_lwill send you the bal- eternal reward,, consider the real issue and count the from thl_mad i'ush for profit end gain; John DeLorean, the former automobile World" maywell imply the totality of all
ance of it.",(Both illustrations from C. E. In life's most important •ex- cost, you are making a wise invest- for knowledge, for power and pres- magnate, said, "1do not have peace." values in the Universe'.One writer be-
_Oy Angalt's. "/:he /?rice Tags of Life change, I_leaseconsider.•"What shall I merit. Lose self to find Christ. tige, there Is something that is of ut- This assessmentrepeats itself without lie,;es the Words" to include"all intel-.

. Nashville: Broadman Press, t 959].), benefit .b_/accepting?" _, II. The Master EconomistWants Us to most importance--the realization of exception for every individual of worth, lectuai attainments, all monetary and " - " .
E. Not the least bit humorous to re: Conclusion:. . . EXAMINE Our Holdings saivetion arid the development bf life.• power, end fame-who does not know material attainments, ;all sensual ful:

elize that one could gain the whole A_ Those who decideto "play safe" A The worth of a soul _" We look at the words rece.rdedinMai'k God. We are told that the highest rate lillments, all. power"positions..and on
world, and havO made s bad invest- lose their soul within themselves, _ It is difficult to determine the'true for reriewed emphasis, For what shall of-suicide is in'what is considered to and•on. While no man has ever tapped

:;Elent, f0r:'"Behoidi all souls are Mine; Those who.take Calvarys offer find worth of God's greatest masterpiece it a man, if•be shall gain the be the paradise of the world, Hawaii• this kind of possession,. Christ •says
the •soul of the father as wail as the their soul secure'=nChdsL T--thehuman soul. It has been refe_rred whole,world,, and lose his own soul? The most miserable people I [{now are ,even-if it. were possible i|would not.
soul of. the son is Mine. The soul who Illustration: Sp[dts of ai_ water, earth: toas a pdceless possession. You can_ Or'what shall a man give in exchange those living for this wodd. Lose the redeem even a single soul or life! -
sins will die" (l_zek_18:4 NASB). and fire finding a place (o hide man's, not'put a price tag on the value of a for his soul?" (8:36-37).The scripture world ar'_dyou reall_ 10senothing, be: Jobreceived this counsel from a
III. The Accounting of the Son soul, Satan made the decision to hide human soul...Jesus taught that one has an example id the apostlePaul to cause you neverreally hadit in the first would:be friend: '_Because there is

ii'li " A.' A FairApc..ountlng " it in man's body. ' •soul is worth more than tl_e wealth of validate this great spldtual truth. He place, wrath• bewarelesthe take thee away
1. Jesus"has shown Us 9y His B. In life's most • important exL the world. This is'beyond human un- expressed it himself in this eutobl-

life• and death the comparativeworth change, by accepting Calvary's offer. .derstanding:one person, any person, ogrephicaisectionof PhiUpplans:"But I1..ValueOf the "Soul with his stroke:, then a great ransomliving anywhere, has more worth than what things were gain to me, .those I A. Value is determined.by the price cannot deliver thee,Will he esteem thy
,;' of the souland the wodd. please considerthis as we open the the'entire _ofld system, countedloss for Christ.Yeadoubtless, " riches? No, not gold. nor all the forces_1 2. Cf. Ldke 4:5-12. altar, paid for the soul. ff man could make a of strength" (36:18-_f9).

3, Cf. thp coniext of our text_" "1. What will He do With me - Yetthe massesof thiswodd amber- and [ count all filings but Ioss.fo_the purchase with his I_illions. it would B. Ps 49 6-7 "They that trust in
Jesus would hot bypass.the Cre'ss for •n°w? . " taring their souls for_a mess of .pot- ' excellencyof the knowledge of Chdst never begin to match•the supreme •
any t'eason, ; " a. He will for'give your sins• tape, a glass of wine, For all that is in Jesus my Lord: for whom I have auf-. price--a-life. Not lust a life.but the life the!r wealth, and boast themselves in.the world, the lust of the flesh,and the fared the oss of all things, end do of the Greatest who has ever existed, the multitude of their riches; none of

them can by any means redeem his
4. Jesus investedHis life that we b. He will rilake life worth- lust of the eyes.and theprfdeof life, Is count them but dung, that I may win (_od paid for our soul 'with His most brother,nor give to God a ransom for

might have life and forever.settlethe while. . Optof the Father.butisof theworld"(1 Chdst" (3:7-8). , Valuable possession.What Would be hi ." • ' . - .
- question,of comparative,worth, then?2"(Matt.Whatto:32).willHe do with me' John2:16) What does it profit?Where A. We und;arstan_ that there is important ar;dvaluableenoughto any n]Earth a ns ploperly belong, to.. ,, yg' ,, .

B. A Just Accounting • some profit that is really loss. , of"usthat we would give one of our
1. Cf. v.'._i5--"Wh0 do'you say I a. The cohfessing of Christ is the profit when life is spent'_Whatdoesthe world.profitwhen a manout- . Paul discovered that.all he h(_ childreninexchangefor it? Nothingin God,and the possessoris onlya stew-- ard. After King David challenged.the

heremeans theconfession lives hispleasures_when his energy "worked for and all.the privJl_Jeshe this world! Yet, the soul was so valu-' people td,give a good offering to buildam?" (NIV,italicsadded), by Christ there • .
• 2. Cf. v. 2_--_"lf any one wishes is spent? Influenced by the present- hindin lifewere not.reallyprofitswhen ableto Him that He gave His best.

to come after Me, let him denyhimself,, b. The der]iai of Christ here - . the Temple,and they respondedgen-meansthe denialby Christ day materialistc interpretationof life, judgedby the standardof God's Spldt B, Vaiu_is determinedby,theplace' erously,he Pr0yed: "Who am I.''and
a0d take up.hi_tci;oss,and follow Me there.- we tendto calculatea mans weath and Ged's will for hislife. prepared for the _soul..John 14:2-3 what is my people,that we shouldbe

- • insteadof hisworth. Yoursoul'ssalve- The real problemwith these things says,"In mY Fathers.houseare many, ableto offer sowillir_glyafter this_sort?
(NASB)..3.He ,"_ill then recompense ev- C_ AcceptCh?P3tin thegreatest ex_ lionis of incalculablevalue, is that they .often"promote pride,a mansions: if "itwere not so, I ;,,_0uld Fpr all thingscome of. thee, and of
ery manaccordingto hisdeeds"-(v.27. changeof life'sbenefitsnow and then. B. The, immense capacitiesof the that can lead to a fall. Raul ha_ ,_avetold you. I go to preparea place 'thine own have we given thee" (1

•NASB). " In an evangelisticsetting,the altarcall soul . many thingsto beast of: the pdde of for you.Andif ]go andpt:eparea place Chron. 29:14). • ' * . .

really begins at.the beginningof the Human beings, are the crown of family, the prideof faith, the pdda of for you, I willcome again, andreceive IIIi When ChristComesAgain. _-IeWillCohclualon:When I was in the ninth sermon.. . . God's creation,capableof relationship achievement,the prideof morality.... you unto myself;,that where., am.
• grade, all in my.class were given an The Altar Call:'.An effective invitation and fellowship Withthe Lord. The soul realizedwe can have all there ye maybe also." Someonesays Decide Which Ones Have Savedimaginary$1,0goto 10vestinthe stock * Their Souls
market as.a learningexperience. We_ is.so important. It desei'vesyour.very of man'is not satisfiedwith the beg- of thesemanyassets appeai'inginthe, heaven is notso much going some-_
were to.kebp'track of profits and best_ " gadythingsof thiswodd.We are des- but ifwe have where as it is being something.It is A. This decisioncleadyis no_made
lossesfora givenpedod. A fdend'sfa- A.. This invitationmust start in the tinedfor'bigger andbetterthings.God we are inthemlnuscolumn, quitedifficultto be somethingwithoL_t iby any man:"The Sonof manshall...

"_ ther hadinformationconcerningan up- heart of the _reacher.If yo_ have it in has created in each of,us s longing B. There is a loss that really is havingsomewhere to be. reward every man,"
" Hea,_enIs'a real place. No one can . B. Christ will base His decision oncoming stock split in a certain corn- your deepest soul to convince people I and a desireto become morelikeHim, profit. ,,. . . .

,. Paul had a great pdde In all his at- adequately describe•it. We know .ourdaily living and attitude. ' "party. Because of l his advance of this great-exchange, you will some- to dseabove the earthlyand reach for
.warning, my fdehdwas able to double how know how (odo it: The Holy Spidt I the heavenly. . . tai0merlts all.those things that he heavenwill be a plsceof boauty,splen- Henry Alford •suggests ihe word

will help you (John 7_17)... ' ' I C. The Immortality.of the soul counted profit, until one d_y on the dor. peace, and •satisfaction beyond "works" is rea y s=ngular,and refers to"his investment. • -
Jesus Christ has given Usadvance B. Prayerfullyhave the sermon lead. I Every person Who is born into this road to Damascus he discovered the anything ever experienced in this a man s work as a whole: his'habit of

_arnlng, He has settled the question to thisultimate purpose. - I wodd shall'.ltve forever."The B_ble Is greatest profit--_faith in Jesus Christ world.There isa cityinwhich thffreare action." Ri_ther.that the saved (:ondi-
(Continued on page 57) : - , (Centlnued on page 57)
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C. Create'an appeal t_ the lost; as- as Savior.This becomes the most'(m- ti0n of a soul Is a life-style consistent " " . ,
suring .victory in Christ:"with honest portantdecision of all foi_any person• with Christ's teachings: "The Son of _ "
and sincere investigation that is clear It is a rich and reward!ng !nvestment. man shall .... reward every man ac- . '=
and to the point; alive, positively Conclusion:What do you profit bythe cording to his worke'--the living out . i ' " •_ -

Of his'faith in e,,;erydayfife. " " -)ointed toward a divine ;'esponeesat- acceptance of Christ? Yougain a new - . _ . ,] - " . • .....
urated in an atmosphere of prayerend set of _'atues,a new position, a new ' Paul tells the Romans that God will - " • - " - - . :
conviction, fellowship, a new hope. These secun- reward every man. according to his ....
- D. Open the altar"with intercessory ties are very important as we.too(is on deeds, and then explainsdeeds•inthe -] , .- . . _.

prayer for the sp r tual nee_ls Dur ng verse 27 of our text: "For th_ Son of following Words: *Patient continuance " - ......• . , | , .

ths t me wh te the people wa_/ with man shallcome,in the glo_ of his Fa- in well doing.see_[ing] for glory and ) . _ -_ -

bowed heeds, the preacher can ask ther with hisangels: andt"en he shall honour and immortality, eternal life.... ,." ,-, ,- 'n'4"listi • _for those who are moved toward God rew._rd every man according to his (2:6-7). Ev £ Sermon
to raise their hands askingfor remem- works." He i.sthe So,of Manby virtue Conclusion: Years ago pastored a . " . •
branoe in the prayer.The organ or pi- of His incarnation: but in His essential precious saint named John Kirk. He " : "
ano is usually play(rigsoftly.a veryfa- being Heis'God. equal with th_ Father, had not always been a'Christlan. For . . , -. .. . . . .

,., re(liar preselected nvitatqn hymn at the Godheao. Then He shall reward 40 yearshis wileprayed for.him'At the - '
this time. every man according to his.work as a age of ,72 GOd"got a hook in his jaw" . .

. E. At the end_ofthe l_rayerthe con-whole. "]:heaward will be proportioned while a young.man was singing '_The COME RUNNING"gregati0n is asked to stand as the in infinite justice and.mercy.to the Love of'God."His.salvationwas mJrac- "
chor bogns to sing ths same t_vffa- whole scope ano meaning of-each uous and comp_te Hewas de vered " . " ' . . .

.tionhymn. The cengregation.mayjoin man's earthly life. He bids us to look fromtbbacooafter66_yearsof'smok -" " WITH A
- .. in with the choir.,Mustc is an all=. forwar.d,to that great day and to esti- ing. More than once he said to me, .- .

. important'part of the appeal, rriate things in referenceto the Coming "Oh. that I had given my heart 1oGOd'
E The invitation'must be directe(J judgment. The glory of the world many_yea[s ego." Iwas by hie bed " "

by the Spirit. The preacher most be aeems at present very great and m,ag-" iholding his hend when he died. Asthe " " " _nm. lll N--mAF'---- " " ""
sensitive and open to His leadersh p. nil(cent and overpowering. But when doctor pulled the sheet over hie face. " . - U K,,,,llqLi|
God never fails His children. This is we look at these earthly things in light dear.Mother. Kirk'looked at "me and • . . [ . : . . - . . .
God's business (Luke 19:10)..The of eternity and the jd'dgment, they said. "praise th'e Lord. Brother Oyler, . . . . . . "
length of the invitation is in':the will of shrink into nothingness. The sublime _e's made it in!" - ' " " ..

, iGOd. illustration is presented by the Lord Deal friends; let's make t m. Lets .

G. Becauseof the deep everlasting himself, who acquired nothnr)gearly, make it in! ..... by WesleyTracy , " -. • , •
consequences involved n-the a tar whd gave up everything He _0d that Song: "Just as I Am" _ . .. ' "
call. it iswell (o realize the preacher's men esteem and. call gain, but who : ." .... - ". '

gained the eternal treasure oftested "" ""tremenaous responsibilityl Timidity, Notes .
hesitancy, lack of confidence and con- spiritual character, perfected Sonsh]p.
victioncan defeat an invitation.Create I ask you, Which is to be first, pos- - . . . . _, "-
an atmosphere in which everyone sessions or spiritual character? " " ' , . - Text: 7-hebook of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of.David, " _
"nakesa declaration to move.closer to Invitation: Christ wants to meet you . - _ . " _ , " • ihe son of Abral_am. ., So all-(he generations from Abraham to ._ _. . . •
God in, definite salvataonor growing right where you are.., onlyJeSuscan: - David were fourteen generations, and from David to the deportation .
graceat the altar or in the I_ew.Close change your life and give you some- " " . . tO Babylon foL_rteengenerations, •and from the deportation to Bab- . ,,
the service with everyone participating thing worth livi[_gfor. Hecan satisfy ylon to the Chest fourteen generations (Matt. 1:1, 17, RSV).
in prayeror respect lor the altar ca_. e_,,erylongingand desire of yoursoul. ,

. - f Youhave nothing tolose and every- " " " . " " . . " "
thing to gain when.you turn.your ti_e • - . • ..

Notes over to Jesus... don't waste your life .,; .. . •
" - on material gain; give yourself to the . " _ • .

t_ighbst. " . : " ._hat.a boring way to start a book! Doesh;t Mat- thing the Levitical Board of Orders ancl Relations de-
" " iThe choice is yours: no one can.' • • • tbew kr_ow anything about the narrative hook, manded was that the candidate produce.an dnbroken" " make.it.for you.., choose Jesus and - - -

- live, "reject Him and you have lost ew that device whereby thewriter snags the readeralmost pedigree tracing his !ineage al! the waY back to Aa.ron,
erything tl_at Is w0rthwhile in this fife '_ against his will? Doesn't Matthew know that genealo- the granddaddy of the priesthood. If the candidate could o
and the wodd to come.... .gies-=-th0se dreary "begat lists"-_-are the most Skipped not produce it, he was'given the same salutation that

" (Balancescale)Put the world and all passagesby Bible readers? Does he think We want to Charlie the Would-be Starkist tuna gets.."Sorry,ChaY-

.... earthly.possessionson one side of the i . mess with any list of 42 generations? lie---you don't qualify." Further, if anypriest fell in love

scale and placeyour immortal soul on : " " " ' " •i But while a genealogy may be boring and eminently and wanted to get married (or if he wanted to get mar-
" the other side; and the worth Of your . =skippable" to us, to, the Jewish mind it is the natural . ried for any. other reason), he had to go befo[e the

• soul will tip the st:ale. It is a priceless . ,' ' place to begin.."Check this fellow's pedigree," they "Boardof 'Orders and Relations' and preseni.a pure

pos'session; .. . _' • • . . • ! would say. "Let's shake his family tree and see what Jewish pedigree of his fiancee .for at lea_t five gener,. might fall out. Perhaps they-pUt as m_Jchst6/e'in _urity ations, We see in the Book of Ezra, for example, would- ..t of lineage as Hitler & Co. did. In Jesus' time, Barclay -. be priests dismissed from office on charges of pollute_/

- .. . • " . " . • __ . says, if a man's lineage showed the slightest admixture pedigrees, - ; '
.... • of foreign blood,he lost his right to be ca!led aJew and •To put tills in perspective, if we.had the same practi_!

a member of the Deople of God. a preacher m!ght have to produce a pure pedigreeall thEI

• _ " TObe a priest one could not simply testify that Jeho- way.back to Paul. His fiancee would have-to produce a. . yah has called him to the priesthood. Oh, no. The first spotless genealogy back to John Wesley.
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Herod the Great, being•part Edomite, had the pedi: II. Ruth the Moabitess Rahab. As William Barclay says, ff you had ransacked ashamed. Th§y,mat_eyou want to shun His pi'esence,
.gree registers in Jerusalem destroyed so no candidate Ruth is mentioned in verse 5, Like.Rahabshe is.not the Q d Testament,yotJcould not find four more unlikely but.]hat's when .youneed Him most; He assures us of
for king could oust him on the basis of a purer pedigree, evena Hebrew. But she is not just a Gentile--she is the people ever to.appear in the Savior's credential state- His love through. His teacl_ing, through His example,

I have said all of that. tOsay this--It was of utmost . wt2rstpossibl_ kind of Gentile. She is a Moabitess. Re- ., . ment. But of them all Jesus said, "They are My own." througli His preaching, through His precepts, throHgh
- - His invitations,and even through +Hisgenealogy.

_mportancewho Jesus claimed to be. ILwas so impor-, member the origins of the Moabites--reed it in Genesis V, So What? " : If He claimed sinners-like Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba, _,
..tent. tha_ the 42 generations of Jesus were listed-in 3 .19.There you havea drunken father,Lot, in incestuous

sets of 14 so you could memorize them easily.What? relationshipwith incontinent daughters and whelping i_ We come now to the so what section of the sermon, and _lamar,He will accept your repenta.ntand contdte • ,.
Oh, my, in ,New Testament times, a Jewish Christian despised race--the Moabites, This foul origin gave the 1 What is Jesus sayingto us? Jesus is sayingthat with heart. These four women havenotexhausted His .met-

+ " " cy, There's grace ahclmercy aplenty for you. Hewilt say
would not thinkof witnessing to one of his countrymen Jews spitting rights.On any sidewalk,on any street, on the inbreak[ng of the+kingdom,of God upon history of youwhat He said of each of these women: +Youare
without being able to recite Jesus' genealogy--would any path where a Jew met a Moabite, he would hiss ! some old barriersare coming down: " one of Mine."
he? Had. Campus Crusade existed then at Jerusalem through his teeth and spit at.the despaired descendant 1. The barrier' between male and female is coming . Youcan Cometo Himjust as you are_and Hewill set'
University, they.w0ulcl have had to: have five spiritual of sensual sin. down. By including five women He :announces that you free..laws. andone of them Wouldha_,ebeen: JesusChrist is They wer_ so infamous the Old Testamentsays they women are just as precious in His sightas any man ever

Nancy Splegelbergexpressed it this way in a poem: .
the Son of David and Abraham"--and' these 40 other are not even to be allowed in Church.In Deut. 23:3 we was--and that both menand Womenare equally impor- Lord,1 crawled
folk, . . find this law'. "No... Moabite shall enter, the assembly rant to His purposes. This may seem insignificant to .Across the barrenness to You -:

;A number of important truths are taught, implied, and of the Lord: even to the tenthgeneration none belonging . you, but then it was indeed "news" and in some places With myempty cup _ " ' " i "
inferred in this credential statement of Jesus Christ•But "to them shaft enter the assembly of the Lord for ever" in our worldthis good.'news is still needed. Uncertain in asking_anysmall drop of refreshment.

• " I.vvantto focus our attention on the one thing that l think (RSV). " • 2. FIJrther,Jesus is proclaiming that the old barriers If only l had known Youbetter,is most remarkable, marvelous, and even outrageous.. That means. in terms of a rough-comparison, that if. between Jew and Gentile so precious.to the Jews are
That iS, that in Jesus' very own credential statement-- back at the time when Columbus discovered America " coming down. Divine favor, salvatiOn, is bygrace, not I would havecome running with a.bucket.

- - (From,Decision magazine. Used bypermission.)
published right out there for the whole .world to see-- one of your ancestors had been a Moabite, even today race.
five women appear: . . ' you would not be allowed to set foot inside the church. .. ,- - 3. The. I_arrlerbetween saint ann sinner is coming Too long you have-borne the guilt and pain of sin.

Tamar.v.3 "' Then there's Ruth herself,We know some very good .... down. This is an announcement that both the blatant Come andlet Him for:giveand redeem you. There is no •
Rahab,-v.5. " " " - " •things about her. But sometimesshe was far from ex- lawbreaker.and the self-righteous lawkeeper can only question, there is no doubt, that. He will accept and
Ruth, v.5 emplary in hePcharacter. She w_te the book (with Na- :find salvation by grace and grace atone. The.old idea forgive and redeem you too..
Bathsheba, v.6 omi's help) on _ow to trap a husband, RemembeTthe that a codekeeper can earn his salvationand be better Jesus, the Savior,willaccept you:just as you are, but+.. + Hewill notlea,Jeyou just as you are. Hewill libel'ateyou
Mary, v. 16 law in those days was.that any two people caught shar- than other stnhers perishes forever before the holiness from the guilt and power of sin. The fountain of.grace is
Inthose days nobody, I mean nobody, would dare put ingthe same blanket had to getmarried--whether any- and grace of God.

women inhis official credential statement. Like Gentiles thing immoral had ti'anspired or not. Here goes Ruth . . overflowing--come ruriningwith a bucket. _.
and slaves, they had no legal rights andno so_ialstatus, after rich Boaz (one of two kinsman with levirate mar- VI. Whal Does Thls Mean to.M_ ?
The devout Jew every day at the morning prayer lifted• fiage f:esponsibilitytb her), Heis worn;out and tired after -. 1. It meansthat-my.race is no plus or minus so fat"as Notes on the Sermon
his bearded•face toward heaven,arid thanked God for , working in the harvest field all day.They didn'tgo home . God is concerned. In God's sight, being a white Anglo- TheOriginsof the Sermon " "

three things: at night. They camped out In the fields where they were Saxon gives me not one hint-of an advant_;geover the I usedto lectureon thegenealogyof Matthew1 to my" freshmanBibleclassat.MidAmedceNazarene(3ottege_I
1. That he was not a Gentile working.AboutmidnightRuthslipsir_and lies downat. simplestpersonin(hejunglesofSo_h America,Butmy
2. That he was not a slave hisfeet andpullshisblanketoverher.About fiveO'clock race gives me no.disadvantagefincomparisonto any aterdedveda sermonfromthoselecturenotes.• My principlecommenta_ sourceis WilliamBarclay's
3. That he was not a woman in the morninghe wakes up and there's Ruth grinrfing otherson ordaughter of Adam or Abreham_: . i well-knownWork•TheDailyStudy Bible(Matthew,vol. 1),+;
But not only did Jesus claim five Women--look at coyly..Trapped?I'llsay. " ' 2_ ltmeans that my gender i%no testimony to my This work is.cited in the sermon,and the subpolntsin

- who they are. Mary we can understand--but the other But Ruth. the trickster, the despised Moabitess, is personal and eternal worth. . sectionV aretakendirectlyfromBarclay's'comments.
four? listed in JesusLown' credential statement. Outrageous 3, It alsomeans my past failures'and sins0eed not;be After! hadworkedw_thMatthew1severaltimes,!heard

I should deal WithTamarhere since _he is mer_i0ned indeed] What was He thinking.about? . . final, and that my past self-righteous strivings cannot Dr. I_aulMerdtt Bassettpreach from the passage.'As I
first, but I'm going.to put her last'add hope I rup out of ..... - - " buy my _al_ation. .; , . + , . • recall,his sermongavepnmarystress:tothe Tamerinci"
time and don't '_aveto tall_about her infamousexploits. 11i.Then _'here'd.Bathsheba " " : " . Nowi'edupingthis Wholestudy down to one applica- dent.I'mindebttohim,forhisexcellentsermonhelpedmerefinemy own work on this passage.Not veryoriginal?
Idon't know how to talk about herClaimto fame in.po!ite Bathsheba baited David and then yielded to h!s.sinful .tion,one truth that you can tuck in your heart and liveby, True.WithoutBarclay,Bassett,and95'eagercollagefresh-
company. " - . " seduction, and didn't seem to grieve too. much over f come to this: menwho daredmetomaketheBibleinterestinglthisset-

So let's go _0someone more honorable-- David'smui'derof her husband Udah_after all,it's nicer Most of all:itmeans that--if Jesus claimedthose fou'r •monmayneverhavebeenpreached.
to be queen than a sergeant'swife, After. a child had sinfullynotorious women as His own (not.0n the sly) in Deliveryof theSermon " •

. . I_ Rahab the Harlot of Jericho . beenconceivedasa resultof their lawlessliaison,David His public credential statement, there can be no possi- The sermonhas beenpreachedthree timesin the last
YOu remember" that the Israelite spies who were arranged for poor Uriah to become a war casualty. And ble reason to t_ink that He will reject you! four months.It has beenwell receivedand severalhavecometo thealtar,Each,timeI preachedfromamantJscdpt.

scouting out Jericho took refuge inher place of bust- Bathsheba see_ed to be happyas. a caqary-snapping- - If He claims a Moabite--oh, wretched • incestuous Whenpreachingonsuchdeticatesubjectmatter,caremust
ness. Why they'were there I don't know. 1 know that cat:about the whole thing, How could Jesus claim such clan:.,ifHe claims Rahab of red-Jightfame;:if F-leclaims• be taken to state things:.precisely--notoffending the-
some squeaky clean evangelicalshave tried to promote a woman! But she is right here in His credentialstate- ,_ Bathsheba, that heartless adulteress;• if He claims canonsof goodtaste. It'is no timefor ad libeor freeand
Rahab fromharlot to honorable innkeeper,but their el- .ment. , Tamar..isthere a shred of,evidence that He will reject easy extemporaneousspeecb.,Thecanon of "appropd-,
forts have been.largely fruitless. , you? Not No--a thousand times No! - ateness"tellsusthis is nota sermonfor children'schurch.

I ' " " • Remember the sign. Rahab Saidsomething like this IV. Tarear i You see, this isone reason"why all this 'is in your It's betterdeliveredto theadult congregatidnWhilethe
: + . , ,!, " "When your peopl.etake our city,.p!easespare my fam; I'm glad rm about out of time. Of Tamer's nefarious. Bible--Jesus is i]nnouncing to you that all the broken childrenarein children'schurch.

= ily." They told her to hang a red cord in her window., escapades let me simply say that she had a husband " I memories,all the Wrongdecisionsyoucan't undo.all the TheologicalConcerns " .: . .., " Caremustbetakennotto justtellinterestingstories(or
., . Some have tried to say that the red cord L, some named-Er--but the Lord slew him. She had a husband -heartaches,.allthe wiCkedness--in short, all the sins of dullones either)in a sermonlike this..The gospel,the

oblique, obscure symbol of. redemption, but it is more• .named Onan and the Lord slew him. She really wanted all the past can be put under the redeeming Blood, and kerygma,must be proclaimed:Thussin, confess=on,re-
likely that this -red.cord in the barlot's window is the a husband.narried Shelah but was denied him; Shore- you can be a child of the King. He wants to adopt you pentance,adoption,faith,andredemption are pointedly

.... origin of what is called today the red-lightdistrict. Can it sorted to harlotry to solve hal' family and economic All yoursins Of all your pasthave not weakened His stressedin the cbnclusionof the Sermon."Without the
be that right here in Jesus' genealogy is Rahab .the problems, And unlike Paul Harvey I'm not going to tell Calvary love for you, kerygmatlcconclusion,thesermoncouldbea meresenti-

. motherof the red-light district? What W._s.Jesusthink- you the restof the story.Read it In Genesis38, Don;tlet fear or guilto_'prideor a broken heart keep mentaljourney, .
" Ing about[ : There you have them:Tamer.Bathsheba, Ruth, and . you away from Him. Yoursinsmake youfeel guiltyand " " • "

• _. - -
. " . .
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PASTORAL CLINIC CHOOSE AN ENDING

One of the following endings is the ,true life" outcome
: • - of this situation. Which is.thereal ending?

TheCaseofthe UnwantedMorher ....... " .- . Ending One EndtngTwo EndlngThree .
" " " ; - Rev. HudsOnrecognized a common Rev. Hudson realized that the hus-_ Rev. Hudson believed that the Bible

" _ pi_oblem for those-who have been band and sister were parts of the pr0b- has the answer [or everything, He didn't
. - . . . treated .in mental hospitals and" who .lem, not the solution. Since he was a -believemuch in'odun_etors. He told M_:

" " " have recovered sufficiently to return confrontationalcounselor he decidedto Hall that his wife's problem was splri.
- . " e, home. Mrs Hall was ready'to come talk with eachOf the partiesconcerned, tual.not menta!.He shouldtake her out

Mrs, Hall, a lady.in her 40s, had agement, Pastor Hudson made it a sleeping ,since leaving the hospital, home, but her family "could not"forget First he explainedto Mrs. Hallthat her of the hospital for good,
- her symptoms, husband and sister were behaving Hudson told Mrs, Hallthe samething.

been in and out of the mental point.to'greet her shortly after she she was exhausted. When_she A few days later Pastorand Mrs. Hud- "somewhat predictably. They were nev. "YooarewastingyourtimeinthathospJ,
hospital for years. Her case had ev- arrived home with her hu_barid and awakened she was bright and sou invited Mrs. Hall and her son, Ron- ertheless, he explained, turning thechild tel." he told her. _Youare gett!ng worse
eryone puzzled. Each time she was son. After a brief visit the pastor, cheerful much like her old Self nie, to go with them on a few days' out- agaInst her because they couldn't cope insteadof better. You_'real need is tO
granted a leave to._]0.home she suggested that if she slattedto feel again. Then the pastor began to talk ing with"the young people of their .,with her illness. - comeclean with'God." Willing to try any-
would return in a few days in a sen- upset, Mr. Hall should bring I_er to things over with her. When the sub- church4Mrs. Hall hekpodwith the cook- - Next Hudson spoke to.the husband, thing she agreed to.attend next weeks "
Ously disturbed condition. In the the parsonage first before taking her ject of Ronnie's.fear arose she said, ing. It was a perfdct time for her son.to He confronted Mr. Hall directly with revivaland "obey the Lord.": .
hospital she had proven herself over to the hospital. " '1 believe they unconsciously put renew his cor)fidence in his mother. And what he was doing wi'ong. He expected On Tuesday night she went to the al-• .how Mrs. Hall feasted iJn the attention Mr.Hall to see the l_laintruth readily;But tar. but' made no headway. She went

• . and over. again to.be [eeay for dis- - :"lwant to help keep her out of the" him up to it.They don't:try to explain . of her Son! " ir_steadHalt became.defensive and ac- again on Thursday,n ght, prayed fran- . .
missal. But evidently there was hospital this time," Pastor.Hudson" anything t0.the child. They talk too After the camping tnp Mrs. Hall ;_nd cused the pastor of meddling and gos- tically and fervently, but stillleft mired in.
something at home that kept her explained to the husband, much In front of him. My husband Ronnie went home. Since the pastor sJpJngabout his sister, urtcertainfies. She came to the altar

•upset--something with which she Just four days ater they brought means welL,but he listens to his sis- and hiswife had displayed.confidencein Hudson thenmet with Mr.Hall's sister, again on Sunday night while the"crowd
. 'couldnot cope. . " i_er over to the parsonage, dis- ter too much:' her. Mr. Hall found it easier to trust:her He told her that she was breaking up sang "Almost Persuaded." As she
,i ..Mrs. Hailwanted to be home; she turbed, unable to expres s herself, too. He no longer threatened her"with her brother's family. "1 don't think you prayed she became wild-eyed and des-

onged for t more th'ee anything. Pastor Hudson took the husband.to "Listens to his sister?" the pastor " : ' " - "returning" or with close ._rutiny of all aredoing it on purpose.".he said. "but perate ."God's .dealing with her." the
She wanted so muchto be a mother one sfde and began to explore just inquired: - " that she did, Ronnie Came.todepend On think if, you examtne your motives you preacher procltdmed as she lay groan-
tO Ronnie. her seven-year-old son, what had happened. At .length he "Yes," stie con_t[nue(:l._You see, . " " hismother. Havingherson's confideni;e, m!ght be surprised."Hudson knew her. ing at the altar. "Say that final ye_ to
Rorlniewas a bright; .energetic boy asked "Why. do you think she she helps take care'of. RonnieWhen • she aJsohad more faith in herself.Since to be a bit of a conniver in church affairs Him."
who needed h'is mother, too. should be back in the hospital?:' I am in the hospital. She has no chil; Mrs. Hall h_d found ;JesusChdst as her dbout which he had confronted her be- Mr. Hall took her home, She was

Her husband, Mr, Hall, gave every "1 can't have her scaring Ronnie dfen of her own, so _,hewants to ' Savior a few months previously, she fore. The sister was offended _nd left nearly out of contrqL She sat up neaily
evidence of devotion to his •wife. He ke' she does," answered Mr. Hall. keep Ronnie. I heard something on - - was able to trust God to deliver hei"from the area, takiqg an attractive job offer In all night on the porch swing. Part of the
v Sted her regularly, sent presents, "Scaring Ronnie?" the -extension phone, something I : her fears and to help her further., Chicago. time sfie sang soft y,_mostlyshe .staredA month later upon seeing Mr. Hall • Pastor Hudson "[dikedwith Ronnie as ir_tothe darkness. Mr.Hall took her back
and wrote now and then. "Yes, when.she gets one of her wasn't supposed to hear. They were Pasto'/"Hudson asked, "We& wben are well.assudng him that no matter what to the hospital the next day. -

Whenquest oned why she had • spells he gets scared and I don't like talking about my being home, and you going to let your wife come and visit his father,and aunt might say he should Five years later Mrs. Hall is confined
trouble staying home on her leave ft. I don't think Jt'sgood for him tobe my sister-in-law Said I was crazy-- us again?" love and .trust his mother. , to a stdte institutiorl. She has made no

" , . " she would only say, "1don't know. I scared like that, do you?" .that's all there was to it--that the Mr. Hall lQeganto smile and said, "Oh, Six years later no memberof the fam- progress. She never comes home-any-
only wish 1did knowP . ."Perhaps not," said the ;pastor. sooner my husband.made uphis I don't know..Ror]niewon't.leLb#r.p.uLof ily attends Rev. Hudson's church. Mrs, more. Mr.Hall divorcedherlast year and

The mystery began'to unveil itself " "But you must talk in front, of him mind to leave me in the hospital, the his sight now. He won't even eat my . Hallcontinues a pattern of periodichos- married another woman. -Rohnle now
cookie1'anymoreI_' . iJitalization.about the time Mr. Hall tOok his va- about his mother, or.he wouldn't be happier everyone would be--that it " lives with his aunL No one hears Ofthe

cation, He prevailed again upon the scared.. You know as well as I do wasn't good for Ronnie to have me . " "" Mrs.'Hall was discharged from the . " " ' " ,first. Mrs. Hall-anymore except those
doctor to givehis wife anotherleave that' she loves him and wouldn't coming home becaLJse I. upset him • hospital three months later. Every day .. who hear Rev. Hudson's "ser.mon tn
of absence_to come home with think of hurting him." and everyone else." she gained more confidence:Her dream . which he uses her as an illustration Of a• . .of beirig a mother and wife literallycame • soulsaying a final no to God who finally
him and Ronnie. Mr, Hall did not answer. . This explained volumes_ Mrs. true! :_ . . . gives her over to a "reprobate mind."

"111be home to help Qdt and see Thepastor then suggested .that Hall's family all considered her • , . .. • ..... • -
that.everything goes-all dght," he Mrs.iHall stay with them for a few "crazy." Her husband was being in- " . .

'1 'i said. days. .fluenced by Iiis sister who, possibly " For Ref ection and DiscussionPastor Hudson, a friencl of the. "We.think so much of your wife, sincerely, thought she shouldhave "" "
family, heard that ,Mrs. Hall would and we would be happy to have her the boy.. Naturally Mrs. Hall was
soon return h_'ne again. Wanting to with us: Perhaps she will quiet down Breaking because she had no way 1 Choose'the ending you think is the 3. If you were "in.Ray: Hudson's place, 5. Write yourown ending--the way you
help all he could, the pastor called and not,have to go back to the hos- to change their attitude toward her.. true-life'ending. Explain your answer to. how would you handle the c&se? What tilink thtngs would turn out if you were

• . " • would your objective be? That is; what the pastor in this case.the hospital and talked with the psy_ _ital." . sanity. This threatened her entire fu-. '.t the group. _
=_ chlatdst. The two agreed that Rev. Mr. -Hall agreed to the Suggestion. ture and even her son's acceptance . - outcome would youaim for?

Hudson should visit Mr. _ndMrs. Since it .was satisfactory with Mrs. of her as his mother, She was con- 2.. How would the Bible,theology, or .4. By wl_atactionswouldyou.proceed?
Hall shortly after she was released. Hall, the husband returned home. vinoed that they really didh't want anyother resourceof the Ct'i'istianfaith . -

• "1 wish you could determine," said An hour or so later Mrs. Hall be- her. _ nforr_ your action if you were =nRe_ " -
the psychiatrist, "what prevents her gan to relax. Then the pastor's wife Hudson'sp ace?
from stay ng with her family. There's put her to bed where she slept for ge_dntedfrom ThePsyct_lGgyof Cou_se/ing.'by " "
no reason why she sbouldn't be able , 12 hourel Clyde M. Natramore, (_) Copyright 1960 by Clyde M. " - " (O_PUOel!H_ru eql sl .ouo 0u!Pu3,_
to ive at home." With this encour- Since she had done very. little Na_=,,o_.u_byp=m_s_.

. . • , _ . , °
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'THANKSGIVING+ ..

.: W,ecan drinkall the draughts from1he well of'God without a sec-
. ond thought ... or likeDavid we can lift them up untiltheir sacra-

• 'mental significanceshines, through:

+,: " THE "'" "'------'-'" "______CI--IIVALHY ' . ,

OF THANKSGIVING" +i " . I |: no! David's insight was clear_The water wouldchOke centrate our attention.upon the ihJngswe have done.
J him if.he 'drank it. As the light felt .o_ it it'seemed to Hurnilityis the garden in which the forget-me-notsof

• . redden like the wine of the sacrament, thanksgiving grow. When you encounter a man or

by David A.MacLennan "Beit fal' from me, O Lord, that I should do this: is not woman who is grateful for the tradition of the home, the "
this 'the blood of the men that went in jeopardy of their, old-fashionedfidelfties of familyfife; for basicmoralcon. "

• • " - " " • " " " lives? therefore he would n0tdrink it" . . victions like courage, self-sacrifige, decency; for the
- ' _, David _vasnot ungrateful. Far from Jr!He saw'that Christian ti'aditlon of faith and life you do not. finda

• - ,there are some values in life too sacred to be used for person who is .arrogant and self-complacent, Rather
' mere. self-gratification, There _s a. chivalry of thanks- you meet menand women who are humbly grateful for. . .

And David /ohged, and sal_ZOh that one Wouldgive Ah Godt to see the branches stir " • " " ' giwng. . ' • the great movement Of thought,and'tile that enrich'and
me cfrinkof the water ofthe well of Bethlehem, which is "Acrossthe moon at Grantchester! , Let us walk around this truth liberate,the present _ .

.by the gate_ And the three mighty men brake'through Tosmell the thrilfing sweet and rotten, It is not pious rhetoric t() say, "We Thine unworthy
•theh6st of thePhilistines,anddrew wateroutofthewell Unforgettable, unforgotten -. I. Unearned Values servants do give Thee most humble and hearty.thanks

: of BethlehemL that •was by the gate, and took it, and Riversmel4 andhear the breeze In the first place the.chivalry of thanksgiving.makes forallThygoodnessandloving:kindnesstousartdtoall
br_?ughtit to David: nevertheless 17ewould not drink .Sobbing in the tittle trees, , :. clear that a _argepa'rtof life is composed of values we men." Freelywe have received.
thereof,but poured it out unto ti_eLord.•Andhe said, Be _Andhe asks c0nceming the deeper things that seem to ,.., have not earned. Theyare partof.ourlegacy'fromour You cannot choose your heritage. But you can
it far from me, OLord; that l should do this: is not this the havebeenl0st tohim: . " " . , predecessors, These values we call our:.heritage, choose your.attitude toward it. We can'drink all the
blood of the men that went Ih jeopardy of their lives? Strictly speaking, a heritage is a portion atlofted to an draughtsfrom the Wellof God withouta second thought. therefore he would not drink it. These things did these Say, is there Beautyto find? " •

individual or Community,It comes from the past. The as to what {hey.si(]ni!y.Or like David We canlift them up
threemighty inert (2 Sam. 23:15-17). . And Certainty? And QuietKind.? good and the great of the ages are the true creditors of unfit their sacramental significance shinffs through

Deep meadows yet, for,_toforget
Some 3,000years before Alexandre Dumas immor: The lies and truths anEIpain_ , • the race. What they leave us is the t_ue "unearnedih- them; transfigun0g our heritage and transforrningus.

talized in romantic novels the exploits of the Three Mus...... . " ..... " crement._'.I would not glorify, the past.indiscriminately, Nor-may our thanksgiving I_erestricted to the"inher-
keteers, there Was a trio Of gallant Hebrew warnors _n "O for a drink of water.from the wellin Bethlehemby the . but I would celebrate those institutions-andfaiths'and itance from the past. Here.in the present many of the "
the"service of King David known as "the Three.".Their. " i,,•gate.. •. ideals that we take for g=:anted.Foras another has said: 'comforts we enjoy come to us at great cost, not infre-
deeds were celebrated in the annals of ancient chivalry. But the three'mighty men heard the cry of. the r k ng "The plain f._ctis that the biggest part of our lives !s our quently at too great a cost in human lives: The mining :
Who they were we do not know. The dame of one has and leapedto answer it.The rest of the story follows as . . heritage.... ,By long and patient process of aspiring, industry, deep-sea ,fishery, space exploration, a•.thou.
come down to us, Eleazar ded dodo. Nothing.is known you know it: On this Thanksg v ng Sunday let rne hold t . thinking, :ryipg, daring, and sacrificing, mankindhas ac- sand Occupations and industries that 'minister to our
of themexcept the fragmen!ary tale in the 23rd chapter..up t6 youas a p cture of the.Chivalryof Thanksgiving. cumulated a culturalinheritance! daily Comfort and convenience,"are carried on at perilof
of 2 Samuel. Upon them was conferred the Hebrew Those threecomrades in arms did a brave thing be- Again and again, the pioneers in realms of govern- men's lives. -
"Order of Merit": for they.were Sportsmen and adven- cause they loved their king: Their.journey was under ment_ sciehce, social relationships, oni:l religion have . John Woolman. the Quaker apostle, once wrote:
turdus"warfiors..,Theywon undying fame in connection . cover of night; through the. enemies' tines until they gone "in jeopardy of their lives" to bring us-purer water "The oppression of.the slaves which I have seen in.
with a St_angeservice rendered to their leaclerand king. reached.Bethlehemand the old well. There by the gate to refresh and liberateDUEspirits. "Yeare bought with a several Iourneys southward on this continent, and the
David, n the m dst of h s war with the.Philistines was it_was:As noiselessly as they-c0u d they craw ed unti .price.'; .Tosaunter'througt_ life as if everythisg we pos- report of their treatment in the West Indies, havedeeply
hor_esick. At theclose Of a ong, hard day he onged for. they reached the"wellside.-Down into the well s Coot " sess belongs to us "in fee simple" is to be inwardly affected me, and a care tO livein the spirit of peace and
a drink of Water"out of the well on.his.father's farm: "Oh_ heart the bucket was lowered. Up again--and away. impoverished. That is why so many think lightly of the minister no just causeof offense:to my fenowcreatures.

:" for a drink of wa!er from the well in Belhlehe_by the -(heybroke through the)inesagainand _eachedthe k ng wasteof patrimony,which has been so characteristicof having from time ,to t_meliqinglyrelived in my.mind. I + " -
gate!" . wifh their precious gift: It was a chivalrous:thingto do. . • ourturbulent and profligateera..There are some thin_)s have for some yea,rspast de_/ined to gratify my palate

You may know the feeling. Perhaps thismorning you Youcould not havepaid them to do what they did. But of the,past that need to be left behind..There are,cus- with ihose sugai's. And'he said, "Be it 'far.from me, O
in61ulgedthe nostalgia that grown-up men and women- then you never can purchase.thechoicest things of life. ' toms and traditionsthat impede mankind's Drog_ess. Lord, that I should do this: is not this the blood of the " " "
experience.The coffee or the bread does not taste quite .As Charles ReynoldsBrown put it: . - ._ . But there are other things like "the principles of Jeus, men.that went in Jeopardyof their lives?" . .

i l - the same as-it did when youwere a child. In reality the The choicest things in=life are r_eve£purkhased--a tile power of applied science, the idea .of democracy"coffee and the bri_ad and the other things have not woman's.kiss of affection, the fine uncalculatin_ friend- ' " we escape from only at our pedL "Be it fatt from me, O III. Response to'Values -
changed except for the better. You have changed. YOU ship which one man cherishes for another. Phe_devoted ... Lord. that I.should do this: is not this thi_blood'of the Humble g_:atitude,however,is not the end 0fthe cl_iv-
and David.Jaded taste has replace_ the o!d exhilaration . self-sacrifice of a mother, the fifeblood of a patriot men.that went in jeopardy of their lives, airy of thanksgiving. It is not enough to recognize with
n simple things. Qf course.this,craving for a refreshing poured out forhis country--r-thesegreat valuesin fife.are " tcuehumility that we are Ileirs of.spiritual "riches.No=

•drlnk from tl_eold well Was the symbo of a deep and never bought and sold as if they were meat and pota- II. Recogniti0n of yalLles where in the Bible will you find any defense for amerely
innercravingfoi'theinnocenceandfaithofyesterday. To toes. They are freely given away by thegenerous souls Agan such recognition of the vaJueof things should " passive sentiment of +thanksgiving. The chivalry of
bebackbnthehillsidethere'tendingthesheep, snging,, whohave them toof_er, awaken within us humility and thanksgiving, I suspect thanksgiving is always expressed in determined and
"The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want_'lTogo from But the shining act of chivalrywas.yet to come, Wi_en that when David held the water.up to the light and real- enthusiastic aOior_, '_Freelyye have received+ free!y
the sheepfo d to the battlefield and Vanquishthe gianti .they gave David the jug of water he would not di'ink iti - . ized what it stood for,.he was moved to profound hu- give." "We.ought tO.lay.down out lives for the brethren "
To recapture the grandeur of the.coronationt You almost see the astonishment on the flushed faces mility and thanksgiving. Humility is the mark of the dis- because Christ. first laid down his life f0r-us." You will

Once Ru.gertBrooke setin a Berlincaf_ andcried out of the three mighty men. "This is the water he wanted; cerningmind. It,is the response of the appreciativesoul.. •recall easilythe 1lth chapter of Hebrews in which the
for simplejoysand familiarscenes: he migl?tdrinkff now that we've,brougl_tit to him..+But Priderulesourwills for the simplei'eason that we con- writer Carve.sout of the illustriousnames of the 'past

- (Continuedon page62) :. . . . •
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FOR THEIR SINS ' " .
by Donald W. Wood

. • . ; . . . Central WesleyanColfege. Centra/.S.C. " _SH

But then there are other works, wherein we cannot please cerh for the best intere.stsof others. The heavenlyvisionwhile
Christ but by denying ourselves, as in bearingand for. calling for the best is yet patient wire somewhat less than thdt." " " " by Gay L. LeOnard

bearing, re0rowng men for their-sins.. 7 The most enlightening and comprehensive statements of ..
This solemn reminder from John Wesley's Covenant Ser- Wesleys view of the Christian's duty of reproof are te be -.

vice pamphlet of1780 sta[lds in _tark contrast .to current found in his sermons. There are two sermons that touch on .: .
.'. . ,

practice in the Ch.Jrch. Having been rescued from Iogalism. this responsibility in a minor way, and there are two other ,.Scene: A cashier's desk in a large - I'm telling you? I didn't even know Customer: Yes. Of course it.is,
bluelaws, and P.uritanism.-th_contemoorary Christian treads sermons that have this as their principalmes§age.His sermon ; "department store. A large crowd .you had,tohave a number. Now Clerk: Driver's license and two IDs,
dangerously close to antinomianism, laissez-faire indiviau- "The Wilderness State" mentions as a sin of omtssion the huddles around the one'clerk. A lady _. I've wasted a lot of time. I've been please. No social security cards.
alism, and hedonism. Wher_ does the balanced iJathway of failure of believers to rep_'ove.Hear what Wesley says: c_Jstomer is holding several item_ " here waiting. Can't y'ou take.me " no school IDs. • : :grace lie with both its compassion and tts discipline? How Anothersin of omission,which'frequentlyormgsthe soulof e : ' '

- shall the ChrisUancommunity be-directed along the trail el a. believer'intbdarkness,is'the neglect'ofwhat'qvasso stronglyan- she i_ waiting to buy. She keeps next? Customer: I'm not.in school. (She
-_-i .. common 1ireexpressed in brotherly concern? Theseare social ]oinedevenundertheJewishdispensation:"Thoushalt._nanywise; checking her,watch and tapp!ng her Cle_'k: Do you have a number? hands, the clerk sonfe identifica-".

and psychologicalquestl0ns aswell as theological questions, rebuk_lhyneighbour,andnot suffersin uponhim:Thoushallnot • . fQOt impatiently. Customer: I do now. But I didn't iion. The clerk shovesthem back.)
Precisely I?ecausethey are.theological matters they are sig- h_tethybrolherin thyheart."'Now,if Wedoh'at_ourbrother.Inour " " " .
n!ficant questions, and because they are 'social and ps.vchoJ heart,ifwe donotrebukehimwhenweseehiminn tault,but suffer Customer (to an innocent bystana- know I had to have it 15 minutes Clerk: No gasoline credit cards.s_nuponnlm,thiswinsoonbnngleannessinto_urowrtsoul:seeing .e/_._"Do _,ou believe this? Fifteen ago. - Customer: Why don't you .tell me
logical issues they are also spiritual issues, hereby,we.arepartakersof his sin,By neglectingtOreproveour people to be waited on and only Clerk: What's your number? what _/ou willtake? . .
...John Wesley with his concern for biblical faith that _sex- nelgnDour.wemakehissinourown:Webecolneaccountableforit one clerk. You'd think they'd get Customer: Ninety-{wo. .Clerk: BankAmericard. MasterCard.
pressed In the common life of GOd'speople wrote, spoke, and" " to God:Wesawhis danger,andgavefl_mnowa_ng'.,. (Works,,
practiced the particular demonstration of love known as.re- 6.'8U. " " . .... some help up here. (To another Clerk (calls Out)."Number 87. ' American Express.

. . customer): .I've got.two kids Customer (to no one in particular): Customer: You'll have to .settle for
proving one's brother, An .Illustrationof this practicewas the In his' sermon "On FamilyReligion,'; Wesley preaches.that . • waiting in the car. They're probe- This .ought to be reported, This Sears.institution of the.class meeting, .. - men are accbuntable;for the behavior of their households. He

Class meetings were begun as Wesleysensed the neces- declares that they should restrain them bYpersuasion andby . . . bly crawling out the windows and ought to be reported to someone. Clerk: I'nhave to have this approved
slty for correcting and encouraging Christian behavior among examole. He instructs husbands not to.strike their wives and laying on the horn by now. .... Oh. There's no sign saying take a . by the manage.r. Mr. Thompson.
the people in Methodist societies. To be sure. some classes. then goes on to say, "If evil can ever be overcome:atmust be • " now that does it, (She elbows her ,number. All they need is just a Check. please.
degenerated into censoridusness and dogmatism on triv!al overcome by good.., whatever is done shouldbe done with way UP to. the clerk,). Miss. I've sign_ Big red letters. TAKE_A-- (A gray-haired man walks over and
praclices, but .Wesley would re_rove and. if necessary,.reo, mildness: nay. indeed,witt_kiedness lop" (Works, 7:B0}.Here ., been standing in line here fop 10 NUMBER--PLEASE. would initials the check.)
move class leaders who manifested such faults. Furthermore. one can sense the atmosphere Wesley intends should sur- minutes. You're waiting on people have taken.one if I had known, Customer: Sir, do you know there's
he never *avered in his belief that the classes were a vital _round the reproving of one's neighbor, Note both the.wo_'ds Who.walked _Jphere after I did. (She paces and r_utters to "herself no sign here saying take a hum-means to _n.improved Christian life. He understood that all and the context. Evil is overcome only ,6y good. The topic is
believers need reproof from time.to time, aqd he also under- Clerk meyer, looks up during the for the next few minutes.) ber. I waited inUne 15 minutes be-family relationships.The application of the pr!r_cipJein the par-
stood that such correction needs to be given within an overall ticular and fundamental i_elationship'o'f the famlly,(:arriesover - scene): DO you have a number? Clerk: Ninety-two. forel knew you-eeeded a number.
framework ofsuppOrt and encouragement. The individual is into the genqral and advanced community of the believers. Customer: What number? " Customer:. That's me. Here I am. Big red letters. It ought to be right
called to a commoh life, a body life. . correction in each instance _resumes prior binding commit: : Clerk (continues Working): Three Clerk: Will this be all? here. TAKE--A--_NUMBER---'

While Wesley realized that only God could know another's _Continuedon page 62) ninety-eight, Plus tax. That Will be Customer: Yes. this is all. This is all PLEASE.. I would have done it if I
heart., he also recognized that a class leader w_thChristian : 4.dollars and 14 cents. Cash or wanted to buy 25 minutes ago. had ImOwn. •

.. . 1oreand common sense could discernthe life and practice of
. a fellow believer. To those who believed that he should' be charge? - Clerk: Cash or charge? Manager (just l_ol_s at thecust'omer.
more cautious.about thematter of leaders examining the - Customer (raps on counter): Miss Customer: Cash. Well. check, I'11. To the clerk): Place of'employ-
members _f the classes, Wesley wrote m March of 1747. what number? - write a check, ment. • . - .

. Inowsaw.morecleatlythanever,thatthis[examination]mightbe - • Clerk:Farend0fthecounter.Takea Clerk: Two sixty-five, Ten ninety- Clerk: Place of employment
done.andwithoutmuchdiffic_31ty,supposingony two.things:First, " " ' " number to be waited on. eight. Five fifteen. Plus tax. That's .Customer:. I don't work,

, courageandsteadinessin theexaminer.Secondlycommonsense "- • l Customer:.. Where does it say that? 19 dollars and. 53 cents_ (She Clerk: Husband's employment.

_'_ " isandcommon'honestyintheLe_derofeachclass_.: Thequectiecnotconcerningtheheart,buttl{etife .. Wherethenisthereneed _ -" " Whei'e does t sayteke a number?, takes the check from the cus- .(Therais,alongpause.) . -

of any miraculousdiscernmentIn .order to purge oneof these l Clbrkl Number 86. tomer and turns it overto write on Customer:. I-Je'sa minister., i - societies?(Wdrks,.2:48). Customer (pUshing back up to the it.J Address? Clerk (Iook_ up fot_ the first time):

_ ' Insistence aboutthe class meeting examlnatien is fot_ndin' .1,I clerk, holding her number): Miss; Customer:lt'sonthecheck. .'You_eaminlster'swife?,..Name
•; both the Joumaland invarious pamphlets. In addition, even a do you'know there's no sign any- Clerk: Home.phone_ . - and location of business." " casual readerof Wesley's personal correspondence discovers -1 "

hs willingness to reprove his family and friends for faults and _ where around here saying you Customer: It s on the ¢heckl Look. (Anothffrpause_ Then the customer• " have to take a number? Turn the check .over. See? That's smiles kindly,)
{o receivesuch adman lion w h a Christianspirit.,Warningsof _ Clerk:' Will this "be all? Cash or printed on the front of the check. Customer: Why don't Ijust payCashtile dangers of riches, strong drink, pr de and s othfu hess Donald W. Wood-.
frequent hisletters as do admissions of error.Throughout me . . . charge? " " .for this? That would be so much
correspondence.thereis a strong undercurrent of mutualcon- • - " Customer: Miss. do youhear wl_at Clerk! Is this your correct address ." and phone? Simpler " • '_
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THE.TAX .i ' MAN• IS THEMINNOW"END"-IAND THE -" "
o '

_' i" " . . • "For we know in part" (t Cor, t3:9)

• - .bY Paul D, Fitzgerald,Ch.EC.,C.L.U, .. " . '• . ' " , . • .
- . Administratwe.Assistant for.Pensions and Benefits Services Church of the Nazarene .... , . _ .

" , " " " - - perhaps Carlylein Sartor Resartus said it best: "To the were still helpless, at the right time Christ,died for the un-
" " " " II minnow every cranny and pebble and qualityand acci- godly (NASBI And m the marvelous eighth chapter, he

" " ' ' " " " "" dent-of its little nativecreek may have become.familiar.But wntes. _n the-first verse• "There is therefore,now no con-

AS . . does the minnow understand the ocean tides and periodic detonation for those•who are in Christ Jesus" (NASB).a Ch.EC, C.L.U. employed by Pensions and Ben-. laterally act to not •give-an increase [some may be well current; the trade windsand monsoons'and moon's eclipses;' The third part of Paurs letter to the RomanChristians deals
efits Services, I have had the opportun=ty tO re-. practiced in this) "and then simply not be concerned Byall of which the condition of its little creek is regulated.and, with the life of thankfulness and serviceto God that Christians

spond to many tax questions from pastors, local church when tSeir pastor pays little or no tithe. Yes. supposedly may--from t=meto t_me_be auite overset and reversed? must.live in their gratitude for salvation• In the opening verses -
treasurers,.district superintendents, and others; While it could be structured legally; This is unfortunate! Such a minnow is man;.hiscreek this planet Earth; his ocean of.the 12th chapter he says, "1urge you therefore• brethren,
each personal situation is umaue, ,most are fairly well . The.second part of the answer to the question deals the mmeasurab e all. his monsoons and periodiccurrents;the by the mercies of God, to present your bOdiesa living and
spelled out in the Tax Code and its regulations. Often with the fact that the tax "end'.' in mind may not be _ mystei'iouscourse of Providencethrough aeonsof aeons." holy sacrifice, acceptable to God. which is your spiritual ser-
the questions deal w!th how the minister's or lay era-. "ethically justified by any legally structured "means" to I I_avegone to seminary.Let me take a moment to reveal to vice of worship• And do not he conformed to this world, but.
pIoyee's compensation can b.erestruct#red for-the put- accorflplish it. Compromising qne's leadership role in the you how little I know• L0t me choose as a subject "The Origin be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may
pose of saving tax dollars for both the employee and the area of being an example in the worship and stew: - of Evil•" Certainly this pertains.to my feld. It is & topic how, prove what thewill of God is. that which is good and accept-

" - .ever,•that contains some d=eepand unanswerable problems, able and perfect" (NASB); -:

church. The"meaos'_foraccompIis, hingsbohanobj ec- ardship of giving for fhe cause of saving a few or many EaViythatGodistheoriginofevil:thaBibleteLismethat . Here was the sum to a of the knowedge df.PauL Years ' -live are clearly and legally provided for in the Tax Code• tax dollars is only asking for,misunderstanding, con;. enianates from satan, But who made Satan? I may not "{James later, twSmen were to write a catechismin Heidelberg,Get-
It can be'accomplished through the use.of tax-flee em- fusion, and complacency, Such a contrived strategy.may - 1:13).When it comes to thissublect, therefore, can ultimately many; In composing =t.ursinus and Olevianus foUowedthis
ployee benefits and professional expense reim- save tax dollars, but.it takes advantage of theunique only shrug my shoulders and admit ignorance, schema of the" Book of .Romans (Sin. SalvatkJn,Service},

bursement procedures, In short, there Is an ethical : role of the minister or church employee since it would Or take somethingqulie different--like a funeral This, too "What three things must you know?" they wrote. Their an-
"means '•provided by .the Tax Code to accomplish"the not be a strategy that would be availabfQ to any layman Isin my line. Why was'this pers'ontaken and not that person swer was: 'First, how great my sins and misery are; ihesec-

"" tax purpose in"mind• One must remember that .tax in the church• - . . over there? Why did this individ,',aLSoneeded by others, get ond. how I am delivered from allmy sins ahdmisery; the third,
• " " "calledarray from earth? What pre,cise[y happens to the soul how I am to bethankful to God for such deliverance."avoidance is not the same as iax.e_-asion. While it-may_ seem very reasonable to this• year's " " " - at .the moment.of it_'sevcrance from the I_ody'?Can the de- • "

Recently; a new question on•boy, to save taxes has boaid, •what a_(_ut next year, or several years hence? parted see us? The'questions I am asked when' _leathhas I remember the time I attended a service of w6rship in a• state penitentiary.The men filed in with expressions'revealingbeen asked, It has a clear affirmative tax basis but has •Then all that may be known about the plan is "Did you made a-visit are vaned arid perplexing and beyond the something less than enthusiasm. Their faces fell even lower
serious.ethical questionsregarding the"means" used to know'the pastor doesn't eventithe? _ Even if such a reaches Of my knowledge: ' " when the cnaplaln,a,somewhat scholarly lookinggentleman,
accomplish the t,hx "end." The question is this: policy, was changed later, a serious question could still We could contini_e in th)s veto, but f think we have saJo told them that he was going to reveal to them the.ful_extent

"My church is planning to give me a raise, and the hang over the congregation for years: "1wonder: Does ' " - enougn The point iSplain• The minnow is man. We see in a of his great knowledge•The captive audiencebrightened con-
, board wants" to know if theycould just*consider the he or doesnt he? Should I or should I not?_'It all reminds. .: . mirror dimly; We know in part, " " siderably.'however, when the speaker revealed the fact that

i'aise as part of my tithe? It would be their decision me of the story of the Sunday School teacher who, . But wait• If W# know in part. if we kn°w only a little, then it
and therefore they. Would 'unde[star_d' why I didn't - when asked about tithing, said he didn't tithe, but then follows that we do know something. It may not be much, yet this would take less than five minutes. The clergyman there-upon'proceeded to tel_them all he knew: namely,that they

. something Is always more than nothing•What• Ihen. is that were sinners and.neededa Savior.and that they should l_ve
pay tithe from that point Iorward. In my case, [twould he didn't charge the church $100 per hour for his teach-, i "little" that,we know..that which Paul knew after hi_ conver- . li_,esin accordance•with His wishes and desires•save me Income taxes and Social Secur!ty taxes• Can ing either! " . . - .
this be done legally?" One questioner suggested that:it was a young finan- '] sion had shrunk his head?. The sum ahd substance, of Paul's knowleage was theTo find an.answer.,we must turn tothe .letter Paul wrote to

. _ " the RomanC_t'istiansof years ago. Now I knowthat the Book same. It ;wasbur little. Yet the little he knew was,._nfact;a Jot:
The answer has at least two'parts. Perhaps such an cial _]enius on his board who suggested it and who " . of Rornansseems'a very fofmldab[edocument• For the reader enough to.live on; enough to ale on. A little knowledge, Alex-arran_]ement _could.be "legally" accomplished as far as woul_ probably think it was foolish notto do it. However, ! -

• thetheTaXministerC0dedoesiSconcerned,nottegallyifoweCarefullYatitheStructured'tothe church,Since. mightinthissituatiOn,seemltheaS"end"•attractivesimplyaSdoesSUChanottaXlustifyreductionthe ,i " " " coverto conque(threethiSdivisions•bOok•whosehemust?dividelistng represents,it"Doing thiS.infact,"we dis:.thebutedgeanderit"isth'atPopesaidenough.wasPaul's'isAndaisdanger°uSbecauseablessedit.thing"BUtisthng.enoughl'tmaytheitnOtis"littleabelot.kn°Wl'much,lt,is " ,.. • • thenthe church employer would not be forgMng any "means," sincewithout a doubt this "means" would dull sum of Paurs little knowledge.

debt owed by notreceiving it. If. the minister had any the effectiveness of spiritual leadership. } The first section of Romaes deals with'the subject of the enough for: hundreds ot miWonsof Chdstiar_s-around the• . sinfulness of man. Discardinghis plume_ofpedigree entirely world to _now as they'come to the Lord'stable on this world-
:choice in the mattermto e thor receive the raise or to :..... = Paul says.In Rom, 3:22-23 that "there is no distinction:for all wide CommunionSunday•forgo the increase; then the funds would, no doubt be

- t : , Thotnformallonconts=nedlnthisartlcloisofageneralnature, l_lsnotolfereaas have.sinnedand fall short of the glory.of God" (NASB).
considered taxable income under the.principle of con- specific legal or "tax adv*ce." Each churchand individual should evaluato Its own The secondpart of the book deals withthe topic of satva- =rorn FOR SINNERS ONLY by J. O. Eppinga. Copyright (_) 1970"by William e.

structiVe receipt. However, the chui'ch board could uni- unique slluatlon _n consultation will1 I_rsonaL legal, an_l tax a_vlsOrs, tlon In the fifth chapter: the sixth yerse he Writes. "Whilewe. Eerdmans Publis_ling Co_ Used by permission. .
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EQUIPPING•LAYPERSONS " _ep[°ducib_e I• " ' DanielIWebster once said, "If we work on marble, it THEMINISTRY I i

(Continuedfrompage23) will perish• If we work on brass, time will efface it..If We -..
•rear temples, they will crumble into dust. But if we work . • .

were notJ'icl?meni mey were only fishermen.They obvi-." on immortal minds:as we imbue them with'principles, " - " " ., ' -
ously had decided to make. fishing their lifetime pc- 'with the just'fear of God and love of our fellowman, we •
cupat_on1 Yet when Jesus challenged them to follow will engrave on .those tablets something that will _.

Him, they d,dnt k " f " " WIS
• as quest ons, they simply ollowed At brighten all eternity." " •

once they left:theirnets and fo_lowed." Have you evernoticed that Jesusdidn,:t say, "There- " i1 " " ' E WORDS FROM
"Trainable" " " ' .said,f°reg°"Thereforeand'makeconve.Sandmake°fall nationSdisciples...,.,,?In_tead,.He(Matt. _' AN EXPERIENCEDHow trainable is that layperson? How coachable is. go . . SHEPHERD
he?Thisisthedisciplinethateithermakesorbreaksthe 28;19, NtV), Conversion irrip!ies,an initial turning to

Christ, while a disciple has accepted. Christ and re-
disciple. The best disciple is ready to learn more and b_ Edward F.COX - .produces Christ inothers. That's why Jesus wants us to " •more about his faith and how to share it. Jesus calls him
- make disciples--to reproduce until every natio_ is fullof Chaplain,Mount VernonNazarene College
"blessed•" '_BI6ssedare those who hunger and thirst for disciples. :.
righteousness" (Matt• 5:6, NIV). . Let's use my church as an example. If every member . " '

A person I am currently discipling has recenti]/ com. won a person tOChrist•everysix months and taught that. Jacob knew about sheep. It is ir{- herds. Now I speak of those shep- was overseeingthe whole endeavor:oleied arl eight-week course adopted from Evangelism person to.share Christ_and that person won another to structive and inspiring to hear herds called pastors and of sheep They didn't really need armed men
Explosion. He had to memorize 15 scriptures, eight illu_.- Christ avery six months, in oneyear, our church of 400 and see a man who is unqbestion-, with only half asmany legs as those on horseback;" The One who had
trati0ns, and a '36-minule presentation of.the gospel• I would grow to 1,600, If this process.continued for two ably competent at hiswork, Jacob of Jacob's flock, The sheep must brought them thus far on the way
also take. him With me every time'l call on first-time .years, our church would overflow at 6_400people. This was a shepherd and. a, good one. not be overdrivenfor even one day was still there, and frenzied, extrabr-
visitors. This man has decided to be cbachable_ ishow Christ wants His Church to multiply. It is not Success anti prosperity during .his or all the flock will die. " ,) dinary measures were not needed.

_.bout a year ago, another t_:aineeand I were knock- enough to add or to divide. We must multiply--repro- years with. Laban attested to that. Are the sheep (people). of our There would be "times v_hen'they
mg on doors and inviting people to church about nine duce: ' on numerous occasions his knowl- flocks (congregations) sometimes needed to stop and rest, .There
o'clock in:the evening,We were goif_gtogo home after The evangelist's job isn't over when he _ompletes his edge of sheepreveals itself, but now overddven? I think So. It may be.by wo_!d be: times when the sheep

'we knocked on one more door.At that door the odors.of training_ It has just Degun. Hemust pour his life into I am thinking of a special.bit of ex- at1overly eager-pastor Who is fairly, .mustpause for water and refrestl-
smoke and beer billowed out. We ,lvited the peopleto others thatthey might someday do the same.,It's a bit .,pertise concerning sheep that calls well convincedthat sheep-area lazy merit. It never has been easy to go
church, and to our amazement they invited us inside, like a story abouttwo men in a foxhole. Surrounded by for our attention• . , Iot.anyway. What the slothful crea- slowly or to wait. It doesn't get eas-
The _ipartmeht reeked with smoke, and empty beer .the enemy,'John said, "Sam, we"re completely sur- After an.absence of many years tures need are some vigorous yells let when the goal is almost in sight,
cans were bal#,ncedon top ofeverything. After about rounded by the enemy; they're everywherer'._Samre- hewasonbiswaybecktohishome- and strong whacks with the rod to but the experienced shepherd
two hours, a 1.6-year-old alcoholic and a 31-year-old plied, "Good! Let's not let a single one of them get. landwith family, servants_ flocks, get them to pick up their heels and knows about time. Hahas heardthe
disillusioned lady knelt over the stack of beer cans on away!" 'A disciple,does not let his convert, i'get away" and herds when ha'met his brother, move along. For a whileit s_ems to Lord's "Wait" and in faith accepts it.
the coffee table and accepted Christ. They did! At that until he too {sa disciple.- Esau.The meeting was merefriend- work, They certainly are on the .We are tempted to suspect that
point my trainee learned the real velueof his trainingas : Des re tObe used of God inmull p ication evangelism ly than Jacob could have hoped, move, but when the,destination- is When the shepherd 'overdrives the

. well as Sharing Christ Our disciples need to.be train- choose to be pure, plan.to succeed in your ministry,and Esau graciously offered to travel reached there is amazement at two sheepi it may be that he himself.is
•able. not in the sense that yotJtrain seals or dogs. but in trust Him to accomplish itthrough you. "The one who- with him, his armed men serving as points,how quickly he got there.and overdriven, He feels a basic inse- .,
the sense of being eagerly,coa6hable, calls you is faithful andhe Willdo it" (1Thess.5:24, NIV), an escort, This offer Jacobdeclined, how few he brought with him.. curity that compels him.to.push and

.... _ explainingthat the flocks must not • .Jacob .was especially concerned: press for things togo fast_ Alas, he
be overdriven lest they die,- for the young,.and well he might be, is a stranger to. the green pastures

. " .' " - ' . Jacob knew the difference" be- The lambs could easily be-excited, and still waters of our Great_hep-
,,_r-,,,_-.._._-,-.-.*,,_._ tween the furious paceof horsemen Dashing wildly about they might -herd. We can never really know.the
_..,.,,_._._...... 'and the'delibei'ate plodding of harm themselves• The wise shep- motivation of another person, but

• _'_' sheep. Esau would be hurrying to herd is mindful of the lambs, He -wedoknowour own motivation bet-
" " • ... " ' " ' get home, andthe sheep,some with, does not demand performancewith tar than _nyone.else..When we feel

- " " :'" • lambs,and some still heavy with no regard for the.immaturity of " ourselves being driven and con-
. .young, would never be able to keep thosefromwhom he demands it. If sequently ,impelled to dri,2eOthers,

up: The experienced shepherd we don't take care of 'the lambs we should at leest pauseto consider
• knewwhattoexpectandsohesaid, there wUlsoonbe no flock. Cared for if it all comes from a.desire to do

• "Tharlk you,.brother,but no. We will wisely they :will.grow and become God's will and seek His glory,or.if
'_''i • proceed at our own speed.' strong, but for a while patient lead- perhaps personal ambition -is a sig-

'_' t Itwas not that Jacob was indiffer- ingis necessary, I have heard more nificant factor. . ..ent ,to progress on the journey. He • than one wise pastor advise' care Across :the centuries comes the
Intendedthat each sundown .find against pushing young converts too counsel of the ex_ededced shep-

• , " ._: themnearerjoumey'send butwhen yaPidly into places of responsibility herd. People are not sheep, but

they reached their destination he with which they are not ready to there are more similarities than wewanteo them all to be there. Meam cope,.More time is needed and a might think• It is Jesus, the.Ma.ster " :
time the sheep would not be allowed •slower pace will reach thegoal more Teacher,whooften used theanalogy
to meander about at their own ini- surely, pointing out the likenesses.As un-

. i tiative but would be led forward at Jacob knew that he didn't have to dershepherds we are tO keep .the
: the pace they could safely go. complete the journey that day.There welfare/of the.flock of God ever be-

Then there are the preacherswho read every wo_d 0f their sermohs--and bl_]methe dozing This bit of counsel is not inap- would be another day and hopefully fore us. They are not to be over-
congregati6n for being"spiritually ill-prepared for worship," " propriate for modern-day shep- another.Somehow he felt that God dr.iven,lest they die, _. " "

. . . .
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PREACHING POINT " ""

- ,- LET'SHEARIT FORTHEPERIODIC SENTENCE. • -• • .
SERMOHOUTLIHES

od h_s a communicationp,robiem..Frequentlyit soars to you can know what you are booing and hissingabout. In this ,,
its mostcacophonouspitch,with all the "scritch"values way the periodic sentence=sa-persuasiondevise• - - -

ofa fingernail-scratchedchalkboard,inthediscordantrhe_onc The Bibleitself contains many•examplesof pededic sen- " _ERJ_'_O]'_T OUr_P1,]NE_ G. "Meanest people in the world are C..praying, in the Holy Spirit--Judeof those of who inhabit pulpits at 11:15 Sunday mornings, tenses: ,. -
Godwants to speak to the folksthrougnour sermorls.Butwe =Thestone the builders rejected has become the capstone" . . . by Art Fish in .tile church•"Why? We should,ex- 20
clutter upthe sim.plegospel,distort obviousmean=ngswith (Luke 20:17, NIV). ,. - - pect it from the wodd.but when we -

: "ramblingsentences and fuzzy thinking,and make payingat- "Though you soar aloft like the eagle, though your nest is find it in the churchit makes it twice [3. All to His glory--l,,Cor. 10:31
tentien a real 'challenge. " set among tile stars. /hence / will bring you down" (Obad.4. " "LORD, TEACH US TO PRAY" 1. EdifyHim ano His church

Inthe.editorialof the previousissueI addressedonedimen- • RSV). '_ (Part I) as bad_The church is love. forglye- . .
• •ness, patience,kindness,etc., inHim, *E.Humility--Luke .18:10-14: Matt.

sion of sermon.s_yle.But I ran out of room.Therefore the "Shewho was queen among the provinces has now be- Scripture:Luke 11:16 Mark 11:25--"Whenever you stand 6!4,6
(:matienof a new standingfeature called."PreachingPoint" come a slave" (Lam. 1:1".NIV). • " • ' : " " praying,forgive" (italicsadded). Matt, "'Not by might nor by power,but by'.
sounded goodto me, In eachissue some particularpoint on •Sometimesthe Bibiewriters doublyaccent the last phrase Text: Johrl 9:31: We know that God '5:23-24, "My Spirit,' says the Lord of hosts"preecbingwill be addressed.This time I want to write about orword o! a periodic sentence by endingit with a sensitive does no(hear sinners;but !f anyone
anotheraspect of sermons/yle-:-the periodic sentence. Pamllelisnt. - is God-fearing,and dqes His will. He "Godhelp us to'quit being mean. un- • (Zech. 4:6).

The periodicsentencehelpsus help God with His commu- " Though I speak,with the tongues Of m.en and of angels, and " " hears him" (NASB)? forglviog_slanderous..etc.,that when "With men thisis !mpossible.but with: :"
nicationproblem.Ithelpsholdattention,buildssuspense,aids hays not chanty, I am become as sounding brass, (bei'ethe
persuasion,and helpsemphasize the dramatic parts of the • _edodlcsentence iscomplete,but Pauladds a poetip,parallel A..Sin inbur lives . we pray,Youwillhearus-an_dbe glori- God all things are possible" (Matt•- - .... tied. both by answenng our prayers 19:26}. :
sermon, for emphasis and beauty) or a tinkling cymbal (1 Cot, 13:1). . Ps..66:18--_1f I regard wickedness _n '

Read this periodic masterpiece from Habakkuk. Read it mJ/heait, the Lordwill nothear" (ital- - and our being like Your Son in Chris- "What Is a Pedodic Sentence? ...... . tian love; Amen." F. Believe/Faith. - •
• - aloud,slowly anclwith meaning, and see for yourself how the',. .ics added).." • - : Matt. 21:22: "." , everY/thing,.• be- - ..

Andrew Blackwood observes that these claysit is easy"for periodicsentencecan hold attention, build suspense, and em- B. "You do not have because you oo lieving..." . "
a person to graduate from c011egeand never hear of the peri- phasize a dramatic truth. • . .
odic sentence. He asserts nevertheless "The mastery of the Though the fig tree do notblosspm, not ask" (James 4:2b. italics addecl). "LORD, TEACH US TO PRAY" Matt. 9:29: blind--"acco_lng to your

" " periodic eentencoaffords., conclusiveproof of a man'sed- nor fruit be on ttte vtnes, . Failureto ask; .attemptto have by ev- (Part'II) faith"
uqationand culture,"' " " the produceof the olive fail ery method but asking GOd. Whyour prayers are heard and'an" Mark9:23:."AIJtbingsarepossJble,..

A pedodic sentence is "a sentence in which icieashang m . 0elieve."

the air like._]irderauntil all interconnections are looked by the and the fields yield no food, C. "You ask and do not.receive, be- swered:. .' - . * t,/lark11:24: 7.. believethat youhave
flnalwol;d. "Herais anexample fr0m PhillipsBrool;_ssssrmon the.flock be cutoff from the fold cause you ask with wrong motwes'" A. "Accordihg to His will" (1 John" received them..." .

and there.be no herd in the stalls, (James 4:3a. italics added). Why de) 5:14-15). - " Luke 17:6: .". :. faith like a mustard
at AbrahamLincoln's funeral: 'Solemnly, in the sight of GOd,I yet I.will rejoice in the Lord. (,andnow the we pray? What is God's will?• Charge this tnurder where it belongs, on sla_e_ _ 0arallelemphasis'to clinch it) , _ . - . seed. :. mulberry tree. .: uprooted

Examine the sentence. Indeed all the ideas hang ih the air I will/oy in th# God of my salvation [3:17-18, RSV). 1_.Life easier, more comfortable. 1. Salvati0n--2 Pet 3:9; 1 Tim. ano planted in the sea"
• " like girders until the finalword. The sentence is incomplete in

" Asyoubegin topracticowdtingpedodicsentences, youwill 2,. Recognition, prestige, etc. 2:4 . James 1:6: "... ask in faith without
terms of meaning and grammar until the last word locks it in discover'that it is difficult to make everythinghinge on the very ;_._.To"God be the.glory?.Right too, 2," Sanctification--1 "Thess."4:3; any doubting, ."with force.

Look at another example from the samesermon: "....... last.word. Though the "pure" pedodic.senten!'..edoes this. it is tive,_sfor God.lobe glorified.by His Heb. 10:10 . .James '.5:15: ,"... prayer offered in
"l bid you . . .. to whte it on the d_rposts of ypur mouming acceptabletoaddatouchofpedodii;itybymakingthemean-_- .... answenngourprayer.John14:13;1 3:Heaven-:-lJohn2:i7 . faithwillrestore._.sick..." "

houses, to teach !t to yourwonder_ng children, to giveit to the. ing and grammar come together i_ the last clause or phrase . " " Cor. 10:31. . 4- Suffering--1 Pet. 3:17:4:19
history Of these times,"that all times to.come ,mayhate end 'instead of the very last word. _ • G. Persistence
dread tt]e sin that killed our noblest president " . _ English speakers tend to drone on.in the subject-verJ3- . . D..Spiritually lean. James 1:6-7-.-, 5. Companienship--Heb. 13:5 Matt. 7:7: ".:.ask."..seek...knock

Noticehere how Brooks used the periodic sentence to em- object format. This we get from the French influence on the .... doubter"; must believe, believe, be- 6. Thanksgiving--1 Thess. 5:18 . ."
language (now you know another reason why A.O.1065 iS - Iieve.. ' " ' " Luke.18:1:.",... at all times., play ""pl_astzea dramatic point. In the followingexample he corn- 7. To pray:.-1 'Tim. 2:8 -

bines the pedoclicsentence with anaphoric phrasing (ana- Important).But we alsoneed to borrowfrom the Latin,Greek, " " " ' " " and not,lose heart."
phor_ts the device of beginninga ssdesof clauses, phrases, and.German influences on our language and learn the art of E.-Responsibility of" being a scdptur- B. Abide in Him(communion, not l_e- Rom: 12:12: "devoted to prayer"
or.sentences the sameway): . : using the periodic sentence.Though this is important tn writ- ally correct :husband/wife, father/ tition); "My words abide i_ you" (draw 1 Thess. 3:10;' .'_._ night end day

" "ten discourse, It is even more important in oral discourse: mother. 1 Pet. 3:7. lifeJbear,fruit, vlne and branches)-- keep praying most earnestly.. 7"By all the goodness that there was in him; by all tt_elove '
•we had for him;by all the sorrow tl_athas burdeneddown this Learning to use thts dev ce can be one step toward helping " The true test of'a professing mar- John 15:7.... • " . " Col. _,:12:"Epaphras ... laboring ear_
desolate and dreadful week--I Chargethis murder where it GOdwith Hiscommunicationproblemon-Sundays. ., _ nags part.nor.ishis relationshipbehind. "In My neme"--John 14:13-14; 16:- nesty:for you in his prayers "
belongs, orislavery." . Last Sunday night I listened to Chades.Shaver preachat - _ closeddoers in the home. 1'Tim.:5:8.

_. Some say that the United Statesis an independentnaflon Kansas CityFirst Church.He.preachedfor 42 minutes.--and t_ 23-24 . Intans=tyof our desire andincrease.
today because of the periodic'sentence.Fearingth.atEngland man.agedto keep our a_tention very well (I mean I'v.aheard " F. God's will? 1. Authorityas Lord' . ou_alth--_no! overcomingreluctance
would enter the Civil War on the side of the Confederacy," ' 20-minute sermons that were longer). He demonstrated * 2 Cor. "12:8--Paul prayed three 2. Submissionto Lordship In God. Praying through, .
Lincoln informally commissioned a preacher, Henry Ward severalpreachingskills in order todo that. One that I noticed times for removal ,of his" "thorn"; it 3. Utter dependence The best and nicest people In'the.

right away was the repeated use of periodic sentences. _ -didn't happen. When we meet all • world are in'the church,our church. I

Beecher,to make a sei'ieso1 pro-Unionspeechesin England. : 1 4. Willing to renounce anythingBeecberspokein the "textilecities"t}_atdepeddedon South- Severalpeople came to the altar too. Isn'Fthat refreshing? other cdteda, we will want His will. thankGed for tl_echurch,ourc:hurch.
era cotton to keep themillsgoing.The crowds booed,hissed, " • " _' _ "And this is the confidencewhich we displeasingto Him Pleasam View Church of the Naza-
threw things, and carried blood-red placai'ds.Yet Beocher " . ._ have.beforeHim, that,'if we ask any- Righteous Living.:--f Pet, 3:12_Prov. rene. "
was heard and heeded. The onlyway hesucceeded washy - NOTES :i thing according .to His.will, Re heals 15:8, 29
deliveringhis speeches in pedodic sentences.You see, even 1. Andrew Blackwood The Preparation oi Sermons [Nash_lle: Ablng_ 'A11 scnDtu'res auoled from New American Stan.

• Pre_sl.182. _ us" (1 John 5:14, italics added). Saul/Samuel--lSam. 28:15 18 dar_e,t_e...if you are goingto boo and hiss. you have to wait unt!l you 2: SheridanBakc_.TheCompleteStylis_2nded_tJo_{Newyork:T_as Y. " ' "
have heard every last word.of the-sentence _)efore Crow_lCo.1972}112. J . . . " . .
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I thank God for you. Pastor!' '. CoL 1:10: '" walk in a m_nner 2.. '. , . groanlngs, . ." however we
Praise the Lord--He'hears us. worthy of the Lord. to oIease Him in pray';word• desires, groans." sighs, _ Culbertson asks such an all-important question, be robbed of this peace. The. devil
" • - : all respects, bearing fruit in every tears it is the Spirit that presents it to (Contitn._d from pdk,e38) _Forwhat is a man profited, if he shall can't take it away and God won't.

"LORD, TEACH US TO PRAY" good work and ncreas ng n the God =nan understandable way. of the best inv,esiment by invest ng gain the whole world, andlose his own Conclusion:
(Part III) knowledge of God." 3: The Spidt knows us andbur prob- hmse : / soul?" (Matt, 16:26)• When the moon " A. What is our greatest loss?

Pdodty Praying G. The gospel's erogress--_2 Thess. lems: He also knows the Fathers will Will you investyourself in HIm?Will has turned to blope, the stars have _---Loseyourjob.if youmust. but
Text; Luke 11:16 3:1-2 for us. you seek Him as your Savior a[td fallen from the ,skies,,and this earth don't lose your soul.

Apathyof prayedessChristianscan C. What the Spirit is--John 14:17 Lord? It'w I be.worth itpn payday! has burned to ashes, you will slili be --Lose your friends, ff new,ps-

I. Preying for others: be a greater barrier than the activity "triJth"; 15:26:16:13 •, . " ""i Hymn of Invitation; "1GaveMy Life•for yourS°mewhere:only'eternaIThisandmakeSmostY°ur(,aluabteS°Ul'sary, bUt_LosenOtyOUryourSOUl.money,if that" is

A. All men (family,friends), especially . of persecutingenemies..Col.4"2-4. D: Why it is good to pray in Him: i" Thee" _ possession.Dofft lose it'! ; . whatit takes to be a Christian.but notrulers. 1 Tim, 2:1-4. I1.Prayer for ourselves:. Rom: 18:14-_-"... Led by the Spirit • your soul.
Christianity can best be shared sons of God" - C. Value is determined by, the" --_Loseyourphysicallifeif that's

when leaders/rulers are in accord A. God's will_Luke.22:42--Jeeus, "" i . piesure enjoyed when the lost soul is Whet it costs to follow Jesus. That.
] " with gospel message; our Exar_pla Acts 13:52--". . filled with joy and _ guckinghom " found. Many glorious events could be too. will be lost someday, in spite of

B. "Faith--Luke 17:5_Apostles. our with the Holy Spirit." _ , , ,t Continued [rom par2r_,39)- a cause for celebration• I suppose our efforts to•saveit:

John 16:13--"... guide .... whatever , lasher .wa.s, pearly gates, ivory pal- when war ceases and peace begins, it B. What is God's greatest loss? A
B. Church leeders--"Brethren, pray example He hears. He will Speak:... disclose , i aces,,golde[i streets, and a river clear would bea time•[0r the greatest cele- child with his clothes is entrusted to a
for Us" (1 Thess. 5:25). C. WisddmDJames 1:5--To know .. what is to come•" as crystal runn=ngthrough its midst, bration. However, the.Bible cites great , servant's _,are.Upon the paranW re-

Why? Swift to criticiz_ slow to and do the dgl_t'thing. John 14:26_--".., teach.. I_ringto The Lamb of God lights that World celebration on two•ocoasions--the tum. itwould be apoor.excuse forthe
PraY' D.'Keep from evil--Matt. 26:41; your remembr,4nceall that I said to with.glory and splendor, and there,is prodigal's coming home and•the an- _ servant to say. "Sir. here are all the

preyedess lips have forfeited their Mark 14:38; Luke 22:40 you." . . . . no night there. Rev. 21:4 says,• "And gels_rejoicing in heaven,over the lost chilcl's(;IQtbes,neat and dean. but the
'dght to grouse about defective lead- Result: Matt, •26:56 ".,, all.., fled" John 6:63--"11 is the Soirit who gives God shall wipe away all tears from being found. Nothing else that• has child S lost Would the clothes be sat-
ership, even as prayerless hearts El our enemies--1 Pet. 3:17--_1t is life.. " " " their eyes; and there.shall be no more .ever happened in history, no matter isfactory?" Someday we will stand be-.
have lost the capacity to appreciate better,if God shoutdwiU itso. !hat you John 14:16--'. .. Helper {Comforted cleath,neither sorrow, nor crying,.net-- how wonderful or'how great,has ever . fore God. Will we'say. =Lord,:here is
sound leadership• - suffer for doing what ist' right rather • , " tner shall there be any,more pain: for caused the angelsto rejoice in I:_eaven. my body, I,was very grateful for it.. I

- " " "" the f0rmer things are ,passed away•" To God the soul is so valuablethat its took good care of it. In no way did I
C. Pray for lat:)orors--" .'.. harvest is than.!or doing•what is wrong.' _al. 5:22-23: Eph, 5:9; Phil• 1:11-- : •For GOdto haveprepared for the soul saJvation-is more important thaq • neglect, itscomfort. But."mY soul Is ....

.plentiful. but the workers are few" F. Persecutors--:Matt, 5:44--"Love "Fruit .. " sontething'beyond anything eve_ worlds like this• Lose your souland lost"? Would this be acceptable? No
(Matt. 9:37). .yourenemies,and prayT_r ttiose who James 3:17--_"... wisdoml., pure_. ' known, experienced,or comprehend- more so then your servant's returning- you lose everything, because it.is the

Do we si_arethe Lord's compas" persecute you." then peaceable, gentle, rsasonabie. _d in-this world, would be some indi- _nly thing you ever really i2a_ • toyou withyourchild'sclotheslnsteed
sion for mankind "like sheep without Luke 6:28: "... bLess/curse ,.. pray/ full of mercy,and good fruiis, un. " caiion of the value He places on •that
a shepherd" Iv. 36)?: , mistreat.. " - wav_ring. _..'. " soul. Jesus_primary purposeWasto seek "of your child.. • • - - " .Let us•not lose that which isthe

• " , - Luke 23:34: "Father. forgive them•" Rom. 15:6: I Pet. 1:2 Jofin t 7:17-- It is Said that no Rolls Royce ever, and'to.save those who are lost. In be- most important tOGod, ourselves,and
D. The unsaved--Rom. 10:1 Jesus. our Example "... sanctifying :. ? _ . , . made has.ended in a junkyard, Obvi- ing found by Him you receive what ev- otl_ers.., our souls. "
E. Believers'to t_e sanotified_Acfs Acts 7:60: "Lord,do not hold this sin (ScripturesquotedIro_NewArnencaflStandald ously, the car is of such hgh quality eryonemost intenselydesiresanyway.
8:5-8. 14-15--Philip. Peter."andJohn againstthem!" Stephen e,t_'e.) • • thatit lasts along, Ion,.time, Thisqual; The Bible says,"Thereforebeing usti. Closing Hymn:"Just'as I Am"_ty=swhat makes_t one of the most fled by faith. Wehavepeace w th God I would invite people forward to the

: "_ valuable cars in tl_e world. What through'our Lord JesusChrist".(Rom aitar,pointlngout that therearetrainffdFor thereinis the victoryl Love inspires prayer, and prayer =n............... :. _........... ........ "
Luke 11:13;Acts 9:17--Sahl creases Iove.'Ydu will _ot long resent . i " makes gold. diamonds,and other jew- 5:1), In Colossians we read of the counselorswho willsimplyand dearly

" els so valuable?Their longevity is,cer- "peace of God" ruling our, hearts showthem howthe lostcan be found.
E Holy lives--_dsand others the one for whom'you pray. THE SPIRIT OF LIFE tainly a major.,factoi'.Then how _/alu- (3:15). This• peace provides the ulti- I would keep.reiterating. the most per-.

As we pray for others we ourselves God help us to pray as we ought, for -
Willenjoy "the Spirit-filled life." others' success in Christian living; and Scripture: Rom.,8:1-16 . . ab e must be .that which lasts for all 'mate inlife hereeedin the hereafter..In- suasivepoints of the message dudn_ourselves to be all that'He wants us to Text: Rom', 8:6: "F,or to be carnally eternity. IS it.any "wonder that Jesus .living by His principles, we will never the invitation.
2 Cot. !3:7: "... (to nowrong.., do 'be.Amen. minded is death; but to be spiritual_y " : " " " "

h ' . ,
w at Is right.... . There =spossibility, sadenough, that minded is life ancl.peace:' _ - '_ - . .
1 Pet. 3:1_2:"... won withouta word We cease to pray for certain people. I, Spirit of Life Sets YouFree (v..2) '_ " ' " "" !'' " :' ' '_ ' _''
• .. behavior... ," (husband/wife) 1 John 5:16-17 A.. Spiritof life frees you fromdeath's: . .. i !"
Eph. 3:14-19: "...strengthened with .Jer. 7:16; 14:11 hold
I_ower... Christ may dwell in your (Scripturesquoted from New American 1. Physical death .
hearts .., roote_ and grounded in Standard Bible.) 2. Spiritualdeath
love.., filled upto all the fulnessof B. Spiritof-life givesyou life

! i God." I. Physical life initiatesfrom God. "" " :t " "LORD, TEACHUS TO PRAY_'
l i Phil, 1:9-11:'_LOVemay abound still 2; Spirituallife initiatesfrom God.
, ,. (Part IV). - '_ . .moreattd more in real knowledgeend - - II. Spirit of Lfe Bdngs Peace Iv..6) -
II

I _ alldiscernment.., approvethe things Scripture: Luke 11:16 A Temporarypeace "
, that are excellent,inorder to be sin- I. =Prayingin the Holy Sp'r't..." (Jude B. Eternalpeace
' - cere and blameless.., filledwith the 20) . Ill Spirit of Life 'Makes You a Child of

I fruitof righteousness:.. to the glory A. Eph.6:18_"Pray at all timesin the God (vv, 13-14) . - : .
i ] ... and praise of God.' .Spirit.. :' A. Spidt of Satan destroys man's re-

1 Thess. 3:12-13: "Increase and Prayer is not a part of the armor. -Istionship to God
abound in love for orleanother...es- verses 16-17, but'r.esult and effect.of B. Spirit of life destroys man's rala-
tablishyourhearts unbfamableinholt- . B, Rom. 8:26-27. t_onsh_ptoSatan " " " •-
ness..• . 1.. Admit weakness. "... we dO 1. Man set free from hell -
1Thess. 5:23: ", .; sanctify you en- not know how to pray as we 2. Man set free to heavenlyhome / - -
tirely ... should...." --Derl Keefer_

-"Fied noted your mention of sin this morning and thinks he'dlike a second opinion:"
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• " : " ' " the personwhowants to believein God of human sin and degradation on _e tianity? Why have the "FenCommand-

_.,_ - " • - J _ " " - '. but whose secular conditioning pre- soulof His Son and then backed away." ments if you cannot obey them? What
: " : " _'" ' i ' ' • . ' i vents him. It Will support the Chnetian . Notably, Dr Tozer observes that will happen at the jul:lgment'_The s_'-

TODAY'S BOOKSfor , / coIlegestudentwhoisconfused. Abeve God's actsqfcreat,onwerenotthefirst ond half deals wi,h the Seven Deadly

all it will reinforce every Christian who of H s act v ty; thus everythngs recent, Sins (haven't hea_.those preached in a
' " ' : really wantsto think about hisfaith and everythingistemporal,and everythingis long time), the Fruit of the Spidt, and

__'1"_ . " . _ .... . ' . _. " . ' ' i , _ommunicate it more effectively."To this transient. " : Commitment to Chdst, .

TODAY'SPREACHER! WOuldadd. RWill provide an exce,lent Here is a.'elightful evening of reed'ng . lt is a, exce]lent preaching resource.• . frameof reference for thepastor whois for the busy pastor or teacher, who Its tooicS and subtopics can providetrying to understandthe secularworld in - would like to relax with some easy_but, .years of sermon material.
which he ministers and the creeping or profound sermon Ideas to incubate. _However,the bo6k is de_ignod"for Bi-

- perhaps rampant secularism in the local through the night, bit, study, youth groups, and discussion
church.... WayneE. Caldwell _reUps. I.quest'ton this intended use. !

The strength of thebook might simul- Marion. Ind. she)wedthe 'book to an adult Sunday
taneously also be a weakness, de- School teacher .4ndshe said it is cum-

THE ULTIMATEPOWER reau. Micah. the RevolutionaryWar,Gar: life and exporlence, which makes each. pending on the background of the .BAKER'S BIBLE STUDY GUIDE bersome to use. Used by itself, it would

By Dave Grant (Fleming-_4.Reve]lCo.. ibaldi. Peter Drucker, a sermon of his section come alive. His approach inL . . . reader..Campotodoes a fine iob Of dis- By Derek, Prime (Baker 9ook House, Deceme bcring. Av,_dety of teachingcussing end defining secularism, This is 26:4pp., $8,95) ; . . methods would have to be used.
1983, $9.95) own called "Holy Horticulture." St. Fran- velves.us with the Holy Spirit as corn- done from soci01_:Jicalaswell as theo- This book is a combination of two -Another problem is its lim_ed view-

cis. Schweitzer, Father. Dameu, D. L: munlcatorsof the Word and our respon-, logical and philosophical perspectives, previously published works. Question.s" COinLScripture is used to support doc-
The material for this book is taken Pri- Moody, Charles G. Finney, the Phari- sibility to.involve our people with the " " His Jse of the.primary sources _saecu-marily from Dave Grant'sseminars enti- sees. an old army i3uddy,Thomas C/_r- .H01ySpirit. God wants to do someihing

tied _'TheMaximum Pe'former" that he lyle, Samuel Coleridge, James Stewart significant in .us and through us as rate without being boring, At the same lines.°ntheltChristianhasa questionFaithandandBibleanswerGdide,for.,_rminiantrinesat stand.'varianceTheseWithwouldaWesleyan-include
has taught for the past !0 years, the preacher), a s'to_ about St. Peter preachers,A study of the Book of Acts . '. t_meit is.quite" possible that some will mat With biblical references to support interpretations on perseverance, elec-

. . tt.deals"with theimpact of love and of and George Morrison, Martin Luther, with this volume close at hand coula fine it difficult to handle the depthat each answer, tton. and sanctification. _ ... .
.fear.and wffh who we are and wtlat we . Isaiah Abraham, T. S. Eliot and Henry dramatically effect one's approach to : which the matenal _spresented. On the The fi£st half deals with the per- --Thomas J, Purchase
do. It provides tools and 9sights for us- Drummond who,onae told a. gi:oup of . biblical,Spirit-filled preaching t6 pmcip-, other hand. this should not discourage piexing questions of life: What =sChris- Waterville.Vt. _,
|ablishing richer, more rewarD=rig rela-, college students: '3 beseech you to itate revival In his church. the thoughtful pastor who feels.the . ..
tionsllips. " _need.and we ell.should, Ofc_eckir)gthe " "

:seek the kingdom of LGOdfirst or not at . --Wilbur W Brannon"
" " - It is made uo of four units: "How Love all.I pi'dmiseyou a miserable time if you • - . : tide of secularism in his society. . " • .

' " -Every pastor who reads and studies -. .
Overcomes the Power of Fear,' "When seek it second." THE WESTMINSTER DICTIONARY . on a weekly basis wilt want to read this :
Love .Takes Charge," .':Making Love .This volume is a delightful toot when . OF CHRISTIANSPIRITUALITY . book. . THe' _I]E_C_"_ _-X_ _" '
Wor_.' and "Where Love Can TakeUs. used along with a critical commentary. By Gordon S. Wakefield (Westminster, - ... • --W Stephen'Gunter " "•I particularly likecf tPiechapter "Mak- - _.-David Knaffe
ng Love a Habit" because it deals wdh "hardback, 1983,-$20.95) '. _- " Bethany, Okla. •
how we d_humanize each.other. "POD- THE COMMUNICATOR'S The Westminster Dictionary of Chds. " " " FORSALE:(Package.only)$50.00. t,t4:_'ks Donkelaar,5243 Dryden Rd., Dryden.MI
Die are not turkeys, or ding-a-lings, or COMMENTARY " tian Spidtuafity gives to the reader.con- " " " " " - of Fletcher(4vets,);Clsyce'sChristianThe- 48428 phone(el 3)796-2167.,
IJakes:they ate tiuman beings just like Acts cise definitionsof terms, descripfi(_n:sof : CHRIST,THE ETERNAL SON . o/qgv;,R:Watson,TheologicalI#stitutes(2 WANTED:OldManualsoftheChurchof the
we are. We dehu*manize=norder to jus- ve_s.):oldsheepskin"binding,bindingbrc- . Nazarenedatedbefore1923.'1alsoneeda
tify our failLJre'to-relate." Out of. our By Lloyd• _J.Ogilvie (Word Books. events, concepts, and persons. It has By A. W. Tozen.ecl.bY Gerald B. Smiti_ ken at hinges,good Internalcondition; 1932 Manual State your pdce Con act "

articles on religious and theological is- (Christian. Publications, 1982, paper_ J. Miley,Systemab_Theology,VOl.Ealoth. Rev."JimNoroross,4855 BaileyRd. N.E,.sense of inadequacy .we use. negative 1983, $19,95) " ":suesinChristian spiritualityolfered by a . - .
labels torationalizeour inabilityto relate Preaching a biblical"series is one of team of more than 150 scholars. " back, $3.25) •bindingbrokenathinges,goodintemalcon- Keizer,'OR97303.
to others. . thebest waysto.plansermonicmater{81. The Dictionary i_ecumenicalinnature _ Th s' s the ninthvolumeof Dr.Tozer's dl#on:Ralston,Elementsof Dll_Jty:. poor WANTED:Churchof_eNazateneManuals

• - conditior_ContactDavld_HalI.TheGran- --eny before 1968. Call cpllect (216)"
This isan excellentbookfor ministers Inthis latestcontnbutionDr.Ogilvie.the w=tha widerangein_centributi0n:Angli- sermonsedited bY GeraldB. Smith. the themChurch,Granthem,PA17027. 339-3770.Orwrite:Rev.LeeRandolph.Rte.

--full of goodillustrations,sermon ma- master craftsman, demonstrates his cans, RomanCatholics.Baptists, Pres- . . previouseightnow knownas The Tozer FORSALE:Volume5 of Clarke'sCommen- 4..Bo_4491.NewPbiledelt_hla,OH44663.
terial,and counseling guidance, method of 4_ermonicdevelopment.This byteriens,Quakers,Methodists, Luther- PulpiL " " " - tary (Matthew--Acts).E_cellentcondition. WAN_'ED:1. In_.lghtstntoHoline._s

--Jerry L. DeMetre series on Acts is filled with contem- ans, and others. " " _ A'l'ongt_me pastor in The Christian • $5.00,postagepak:LWnteto:_ev.J.EUnt, 2. Furth_rlnslghtsintoHoliness
. porary'appiications that are personal The major strengths of the Dictionary and Missionary Alliance and editor of R e. 1, Box14;1.-.B,Culkxlen,WM-25510.' end"olderused books publishedby the

THE COMMUNICATOR'S an_ practical. " The Alliance Yt,£_ekly_D[ Tozer died in FOR SALE:"Booksof'all kinds. Send GospelTrumpetCo.,Anderson,thd.Wdteto
COMMENTARY Hi_'emphasison 'theHoly Spintgives are: (1) the articles.arenondogmatic and •scholady..(2) It sheds new I ght on the - - ' 1963. His simp!estyleof expositionwith st_,rnped.self-addressedenvelopefor list, PaulE..Voss,First Churchof God :100
VoL3--Luke tne .holiness preacher -some .valuable waysinwhichwomen and men have re-. _. vividillustration and exhortation ere pro- toS.E. Noths'Jne,R.'4,80x-242.3,Mocks- GroveSt.;Peeb_es,OH 45660:

material that is fresh_nd based orl solid spondedto.Godin prayer and living. (3) _ served in the 10 senqlonsof this 136- W!e,NO27028. :WANTED:Emmanuel.byR E Breseeand
E_,Lloyd Ogilvie.'General EDitor:'Brt_ce exegesisfor the most part;however,he . It has value for many.different people, '. page paperback,based on John 1,1,4. FORSALE=Fullseto)'PulpitCotnlnentafies oldcopiesof'theAmericanHoline_Jour-
Larson. Commentator (Word Books does no| esp(_use the "second bless- not just studentsand scholars. . _ 6a, 7b. 11, 1_*,and John 3:9,'14b.;15, withthe Indexvolume.Good'condition.. nat Wdtoto:Rev.LanyStover,Box302.SL

. hardback, 307 pp., $19.95) ing" as a norm for spiritual expariarlce. Themajor weaknessof the Dictionary ' 16. 17. $275.00ptuecost of,t{ansportat._on.Con- Bernice,IN47875. •

I tactC;L; Froderlckson"11301stAve.,Or- WANTED"(3oodused'commentariesI am.,

l:vejusthad my first lookat volume3 He has a'charismatiCorientationbut is cs its size. A one-vol0me"dictionary • Dr.Tozer'sapproachto profoundrev- tawa,lL61350. " ....
of The Communicator's Commenta_ consistentand clear to'say, '_1havetried tends to be limited }n scope compared . elation is seen in his words. "We will interested n sets'and alnglevolumes
aumored by Bruce Larson. While no not to make a lawout 0f,myovenexperi- to multi-volumedictionaries. : walk along the hi'Dadseashoreof God FORSALE:Onecopyof PeterCartwflght, Pleasemallyourlists(w;thprices]to:Roy. " -theBackwoodsPreaches;,copydght1856. DonaldR.Sanders,Jr.,Mk_-AmedcaNaza-
one has accusedLarsonof heavybibli- ence bY thinking everyone is either in The Dictionary should be useful for and pick up e shell:here and a shell OnecopyofAnAlarmto UnconvertedSin- runeCollege,Box145.Olathe.KS'66061." " "calscholarshiplatelyhe has beer1rightly the.same needI was in orthat the Lord sem=naryandcollegecoursesm soiritu- • - •there,holdingeschup to the lightto ad- nets. Ina "SeriousTreatise,byiMr.Joseph WANTED:Usedboors: Introduction to

,, credited with better-than-average corn- will deal with him or her in only the same ality. - mire its beauty" (p. 14). His often re- Allein.copydght1816. Christian Theology,by Wiley and Cul-
mur_icat[onskills.. way." --Barth Smith " " pealed philosophyof life, "Everything is One completeset of.30 (3" x 4"] real bertson;.ChdstlanityThrough theAges,by

,._i He brings these skills to bear in writ- Throughout his book Dr. Ogilvte Olethe.Kans. wrongUntilJesusmakes it right."isil/us. leather booksentltJedTheHolyBibleCon- I_oumtte; Cl_sttanHdltrlessin Scripture,
•mg about the Gospelof Luke. His mix of keeps asking what meaning the particu- trated' as Dr. Tozer tiptoes through the rainingtheOldandNewTestaments:Trans- /nHlsteq4,andlnLife,byTurn_.Stepato

quotations and allusions reveal a, lar happening has to us and the ones to A REASONABLE FAITH" 25 incomparable words of John'3:16, " latedeutoftheO_jlf_Tongues.Pubiished Sern_by Brown,C.41nard,sedNort_utr,breadthof sources that work toward i'el-'" whom we communicate: He is identi-
evence and usability, tn his s_x pages lying with us as corhmun_catorsand at By Anthony Campolo (Word Books, whenhe wntes that "the livingGod be- by Uttle LeatherLIb_/.Corp. of N.Y.No: Woadson r_-get,byNichols.Sendlistand
(large. type) of comments on Luke the same time with the hearerswhose 1983, hardback,$8_95) came flesh and eternity, walked, tnto copyrightda_ aveilsbie;professionallyaP- pdceof booksto'Ray.RaymondDanlels,• man's mind." When .Christwent to the praised_t $120. Contact:Pas_r R. Van 901'E. 4thSt, Klnsley,KS67547.
3:1-20, he refers to or quotes the follow- needs are not much different from our The cover jacket of the bookls right • Cross, God"dumped allof that vast, " "ing: the Reader's Digest Sweepstakes, ov#n. on target with its statement, '_4Reason-
Marshall McLunan. Henry David Tho- He draws illustrations .from his own able Faith JS'must' reading. It will help seething, boiling, filthy a_)dslimy mass -" - "
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OLDTESTAMENT NEWTESTAMENT
WORD STUDES WORD STUDIES

' by Harvey•E:Finley , Ralph Earle '"
' ., . • . .

• YAHVEH--REDEEMER, Part II (v.25), whereasby contrastHeconfirms taking notice of Zion's discouragement Hebrews Here'the word in its nobtest senseis cheer. The noun stoicheion (s_ng.)
Yahveh-RedeemerSPeaks to Those In and performs the messages His ser- Iv.14), gives assurancethat.Hehas not Ordained (5:1) singularly appropriate. Prayer _s probably means "one of a 'series"

Captivity vents I_rociaimiv. 26a). All this empna- -forsaken nor forgotten them iv. 16). He
" sizes that messagesof Hisservantsare then prom0ses a change, a'new day: Kathistemi literally means "set heard as it is 'according to God's (stoichos). Plutarch uses it for "an
Ths study d rects attention on Isaiah " dowff' or "bring down" (to a place), will' (1 John v. 14f), and Chriatby His " elementary sound or letter of the el-. . , _ ,

40--66, which ksnot only a d0stnllat_ono! truer.their word is: Jerusalem ahd Ju- " Zion's inhabitants will not'only return to eulabeia perfectly realized that sub- phabet", and Aristotle for "the ele.
significant even..sublime ';theologiCal' dah's Citieswill be reinhabtted:the Tern- her city, but they.also will have the ste- ,Then itcame to be usedmost _ener=,. mission Which is obedience on one merits or rudiments Of knowledge"

. pie foundation wilt be laid; Cyrus will be tus of royalty and be treatedlike a king •ally in the sense of ':appoint." West- side and fellowship on the other" (Abbott_Smitt_'. io. 41 8). That is
e_phasesbut' also a deposifum.of His instrument (shepherd)- in accom- (vv,'22-23). Every would-be oppressor _°tt says that it is "the °rdinary w°rd (Hebrews;p: 127). cleady itsmeaning here .
newer, prc_founder revelation, t. is n plishing these objectives (vv. 26:-28). wu[Ibe defeated and taken away captive for authoritative appointment to an - "
these chaoters .that -"Redeemer' .ana Yahveh-Go'elwasth_s affirnling that He (vv, 25:26): office" (H.ebrews, p. 118). Since "or- -•- Author (5:9) Delling writes:. "If letters are the

• basis cJfspeectl and their knowl-
"Savior" occur with divine names el- wLIlaccomplishHis purpose through the Yahveh Go'el Endorses the Ser- dained" (KJV) now has a technical Aitios is an adjectwe meamng, edge that of instruction, stoicheion
reaay discussed such as Yahveh...Yah- political powe_and military might of one_ vant.--In 49:1-7. one of several Servant usage -pr0bably "'appointed" "causative of" or "responsible for:' can soon come to mean 'what is ba-veh Sebaoth. and Oedosh yisraeL Isa- whose sun at that time had barely dsen

passages. Yahveh identifies himself (NASB. NIV) is bette_ IAbbott-Smith, pp: 14-15), In the NT s c'orprimary' or the'e er,nentaryiah 40--6_. esbeciatty40m-55, eddress above the international horizon (cf.also again:as Go'el and Qedosh.("the"Holy " "
the nearing termination of the Babylo- 45:11-13). Have Compassion On (5:2) it is Used only as a substantive Ilike a details'.. ,': (TDNT. 7:679): He goes
nian Captivity, ca. 540-538 B.C.In these Go'el Urges Obedience in Conjunc: One" v. 7). There is indiceted in this .... ' ' -
cnaptera the prophet used the Exodus lion with Departum.--Isalah 48:17-20 is identification" _ most- significant ane The verb metdopatheo (only here noun), It means ':cause': or "source" or_to say: ;'The mear_ing in Hb. 512
from Egypt as a metaphor to speak an "exhortation to obedience" unit. It is close relationshipbetween YahvehCo'el . in NT) means "to hold One's .leas: (NASB, NIV). is clearly 'first principles' .with. a

Ylsrael= Qedosho('Yahveh, Redeemer Sions or emotions in restraint; Calle_ (5:10) '-slightly derogatory nuance: ta sto-
_omfertingly and encouragingly to introduced by:.Thus says Yahveh,your:- of Israel equals or is the same as their "h_nce_ tO .b_ar _ently with, •feel
those whose patience for deilveranca Redeemer,the Holy One of IsraeL"Thus ............ i ser . The verb is prosagoreuo (only icheia. 'mere rudiments.' 'ABC.'. The
nac waned an_ .whose spirits lan- the Go'elrole isenlphasized as the spe_ : _a_ty _._e _sanwaa_ei_mt_isZssi_n_:,c_to " gently tOwards"[Abbott.Smith. Lex- here in NT}.lt means "calL. name, idea-of..first principles, is strength-
guished. " " " ca actviy of Yahvehwho s alSO the , , ff - • " Icon, p..289). "Deal gentlywith" designate." The last of these three is ened, or brought to expression, by

.... ' .... • -he " d s . . bnnglsraelto Yahveh(v. 5), qe ect.to
Go".el of Past. Continuing to Be Is. tto_y _ne .or israel. _ nee y . yn- raise up and restore them to the place - "' . (NASB, NIV) best communicates the used in the RS_ NASB_ and NIV. .tesarches" (p. 687). The whole ex-.

rael'sGo'el.--Inaproc_amationofsalve- onymous use ot tliese tnree names Yahvehhasintendedlv. 6).Further.Hei s . exact tho_Jght. . Westcott says that the verb "ex- pression literally means the "ele-
: . tion (43:1:21) Yahveh-Go'el affirmed shows clearly that deity, holiness,,and to be a light to the nations to the end In That He.Feared (5:7) i presses the formal and solemn as- ments of the beginhing"(NASB mar-- that it was He who had created and • " 'redern_tion are inextricably intertwined
i established.Israel as His people in the .within t_ divine nature and purpose, that Yahveh'ssatvation(yeshu'ahJwillbe The Greek hasthe noun eulabeia cription Of the title [high priest] to - gin). '.

Exodus from Egypt iv. la. b), a most The exhSttation to obedience, to follow taken to the far comers of the earfn Iv. (only .here and 12:28). In secular Him to whom i.t be!ongs" (p. 130)• Strong Meat (5:12, 14)
i striking incident of His acting as "Re- as the,_o'el leads and to give heed to 6). Thus Yahwehas Go'elcails and corn- " " iSreek usage this .word does corn- . 'Hard io Be Uttered (5:11) The Greek is steieas trophes iv.
I missions His .'ebad_Servant") to be the • money have the idea of fear, or anxn- -deemed" (Go'el).They therefore as.His His commandments (vv, 17c, 18a), One who will be the immediate means " , This is all one word in Greek, the 12, gen. case) and steres trophe iv.

people, celled by His name iv.7)_would given at this time was crucial: It would whereby. His salvation will re:_chthe ely. 'But it also was used.in the • • . 14, nora case) The adjective, ste-

I • • comeound adiectve dysermeneu- ., ., " drownbeable(v,tO2a,passb),threughriverSwalk.tilroughandfireandn°t• -Go'elbeinhad°bedienCeforHis peoplethatthe.wouldexpectationbereal- - ends of the earth, . " . .. sense of piety, .or reverent awe of tos _nly- here in NT). The prefix dys reos (-a,,,-on). means "hard, •f'rlm,
YahvehGo'ers Bedth Sheldon('Coy. . God. Bultmann argues for both solid," Trophe comes from the verb -

has the idea of "difficult." The rest of "feed." .not be bumeel iv. 2c), for He, Go'el.pf ized (vv, 18b-19). This was evidently a meanings as valid (TDNT, 2:751-54).: the word iS based on the verb her- trepho. . So the correct trans-
thefirstExodus, would'd0intheirbehaff subtle reminder that history need not enant of Peace")_--Anotherunit o_ " _ He does Say that in the Septuagint meneuo "explain' or' interpret (c!; lation here is "solid food_! (RSV,I as great or eve_greater th_ngsin bring- repeat itself in their generationand late_ promise and assurance, 54:1-17, acl-

It, ing them out of the land of BabYlon The prophet alsourgestbemtogoforth dresses the barrenness and desolation . .of Prey. 28:14 it means ."religious hermeneu'tics). So, "ba_;d_o explain. NASB, NIV). TheKJV often usesback to their promised homeland. Fur- from their, captivity with shouting and of the city of Jerusalem and of the land. awe." SO we find in recent versions: (RSV, NASB, NlY) Js the ;orrect "meat" for all.food, which could mis-
ther, Yahveh,.acting as Go'el in their singir_g,clecladngthat Yahvehhasacted (w, .1-2) with the comforting message "for his godly fear" (RSV); _because lead the modern reader.

i present and future, deerared His inten: as Go'el iv,.20). He rer_inds them.that that they will again inhabit and multiply of His piety" (NASB); _lJecause of translation here.. . . , - ."

}, lion to,bringdown Babylon and to make . Yahvehas Go'elme(_Jfuliyprovidedwe- in their land iv. 3). Furtherl there is a _ his reverent submission" (NIV). For the Time (5:12) Of.Full Age(5:14)
I its inhabitants lug!tires iv. "14). ter from'the rock for His people during reminder of their former disgrace iv. 4) .Westcott makes these, corn- This could be taken as meaning , This is one word in Greek, the "
l Go'el to Use Cyrus to Effect Deify- their wilderness travel after leaving and of being for some time ut_derwrath . ments: "Eulabeia marks that careful "for the time being."But the Greek . :genitive plut:a!of (he.adjective tele.:
_ erance.--In another IJroclamationof de- Egypt iv. 21); Yahvehas Go'elwill do the (w. 7a;8a). This. however,has _.hange_ and watchful reverence which pays literally says, "because of the.time" los, which comes from 'the noun

! t liverance (44:24-28) Yahveh identifies same and even rriore for them. He will inasmuch as Yahveii's continual mercy : " regard to e_/ery circumstance in that "(die ton chronon). The true meaning telos, "end," So it means "havinghir_selfas "your Go'el" iv, 24). He again removeobstacles,providewater for the (based) toward them and now evident
speaks pf having formed Israeland of thirsty, and,change the barren desert subsequentto the time of wrath willbe with which it has,to deal. It may obviously is "by this time" (RSV; 'reached its end, finished, mature

being'the Creator of all things (ii_id.)He _nto a garden of luxuriant vegetation manifested,in their being "gatheredup" 1 thi]refore degenerate int6 a timid NASB. NIV)--that is_ after such a ...' (Abbott-Smith, p. 442). All are
states He is the One who confounds (48;21;.41'_17-20;c1,35:1.-2,6-7).-_ in _ltder to begin the new age with their and unworthy anxiety (Jos. AntL vi. long time as Christians: agreed that here it means "the me-
devotees and specialists in the art of. YahvehGo'el Comforts Zion.--In art- GO,el.the time of the berith shalom • "2, 179); but more• commonly it ex- ture" (RSV, NASB,_NIV). Babies
Babylonian'religions so that they speak - other unit of comfort and encourage-: ('covenant of peace": vv.'9 and 10,esp. " _resses reverent and thoughtful The First Principles (5:12) drink milk,• but mature persons eat
nothing but nonsense and.foolishness ment(Isa. 49:14-26), Yahvehtheir Go'el. v. 10b). . .... _, •shrinking from over boldness, :.. The Greek. is ta stoicheia tes ar. solid food: ., • _,
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'CHIVALRY OF. THANKSGIVING age and fortitude Of our fathers' relig,on? Do we sacri- " " J

lice.to maintain the glory of His cause? Do we put heart

(Continuedfrom oege'47)., . .and soul into th.e.cult,va,,on of a vigci[ous church life in . _._:_ -. -

what has been fittingly called "The Westminster Abbey our community? Do we have a vivid sense of God's . . iof the Scnptures."'But after the roll call he does not ask presence to guide..and guard our lives? .
• f6/" new songs of gratitude for the past. He does not Recently a student who had I_een somewhatwild and. . "

" ' c°mmissi°n his people tb erect rlew and greater me_lu" reckles'_' unappreciative °"the high traditi°ns bf the ' " " _ CL "ERGYQU ' IZ " " ' "

ments. He challenges them to build on, not only to up- service, set.at a table in a biological laboratory. Hewas , , .
hold worthy traditions bequeathed to them but also to looking through a microscope.at a tiny globule of proto-
make new ones! plasm. Suddenly he stood up. '1 see it.now," he cried. "1 "

"Wherefore seeing we also. are compassed about am a s_ngle link between the generations before me and
with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every those.wh 9 may come after. I will not be a rotten link in _'_!_.'_ ' •
weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us. and _hat chainF This also is the chivalry .of thanksgiving. ": "."mq_" _ '1

let us run witl] patience the race that is set before us." 0 God,. the Source of all good gifts, we thank You for.
"We cannot be grateful descendan,ts of great crusaders the heritage whlch has come to us.from the noble dead,
for God if our religion tike our spinning wheels is to be whose quest of truth has lighted the path in whrch We. . "• , _ . • .

•more of a rehd to admire than a means:of active service walk. whose quest of beaury has enriched the world in 1. Which Of thes_ religious journals celebrates its 100th 10. If a preacher _zansa sermonwith a'series of questions or
'tOhumanity." Our churches must be more than symbols which we five. whose quest of goodness has ennobled, year of publicahon in 1984? " "analog_es,proceeds With examoles, stories: quotations. •
of an ancient faith..Religion has its roots in the long past; the soul of the race. and•whose quest of You has made . . A. The Christian Century and concrete experiences on the theme• and in the end . .

•but it. is" vastly more than an antiq0e. It Is a powei tile significant forever. Accept us. Most Holy God, aS we B. The Preacher's Magazine leads to the biblical conclusion, he or she Is: - "
through'which we recover moral greatness and spiritua -. pledge ourselves to You,.odr reasonable service, to live C. The Arminian Magaztne A. preaching inductively, which fits the modern mind-

. D. The Evangelical Quarterly set.
quality• Down in Plymouth churchyard wnere the Pil- rTot for'ourselves but for our brothers, and for You, tp B. preacl_Jngdeductively, which fits the classical rati_er •
gems are I?uried. there is this line on .the tombstone of ChUm ourselves rich not in what we keep but in what we " " 2. Which of the following does not_belong in this list?
Ihe first governor, V_illiam Bradford_ '.'What our fathers share, and to strive to live in 'fellowship Of spirit wit1) " -_ A.C.K. Barrett C. Emil Brunfter than the modern mind.seL

" with so much difficulty secured do not basely relin- Jesus Christ our Lord: A'men. . _ . . .... . B.F.F. Bruce "" . D. William BarclaX C. preaching intuitively from forensic patterns of. " • thought•
quish.' . " " 3. The primary message of which of the following books is

Are we Concerned about maintaining and e;_panding ReprintedfromTheClergyJournalNovember.December1ST6.Copyright1976 that the treachery of Edom will act like a boomerang? 11. How many Prolestantsarethere in RomanCathohc Italy?_y Church M_nagemenL Inc. no. Box .1625 Austtn. TX 78767. Used w_ln

the.idea of democracy? Do we display any of the cour: porto,as,on A Amos C. Zephaniah A. 13 • " . C. I_.000,000 - "
B. Obadiah [3. Ezra B. 1.300 D. 350,000

• , . " * ., . , .....

•- - " " • . :. " i . : 4 Between 7"weWorlds is a recent book by: 12, If.you. oreppeCIm on a cenferer_ce and saw that the
_" " " • A. A. M. Hunter on New Testament,theology . . .agenda called for Rollo May, Paul Tournier.and Howard

. - .. B. Billy Graham on the minister's vocation - Clinebell what would the conference be about?.
. . . ., ." _ .. , C. John Stott on preaching A. carpentry C. counsehng

D: Robert Schufler on self-esteem B_ sexology D. hermeneutics
• . ." . .

I_I::PROMI NIG l_l I::N Without reproof sinners will not be stirred, and Christians wil 5. "Who is a God like unto thee.., he will havecompassion 13• The firstAmerican Islam c college has recently opene_lin:
(Continu#d from pege'48) grow lax. indeed• Wesley asserts. '1 have never h_atd or rea(: upon us: he will s0bdue our iniquities" is from: A. Decatur Ga. C. Kansas City, Kans

_. _ • of.any _onsiderablerevivalof re,glen which was not attended A 1 Cot 14:15 C. 1 John 2"10 "_ ._ B. portland. Oreg. D. Chicago
meet to another's welfare• As such, it is a manifestation of with a sl_iritof reproving _.. for what is faith, unless it worket_ B. Hos. 6:6-7 D. Mic. 7:18-19

grace. - by love?" (ibid., p. 303). " -.... .. - 6. ,Which0f the following British divines was not a contem- 14 A.FindersABroadwayKeeperSmusicaliSthe titleonof?the.prebiems"• of marriage
i The two sermons devoted primar!iy to this matter are "The The'above q0otation leads naturally into the third question: .... porary of John Wesley? on personal and small-greup evangefism by- . Dee Brestin .
i Duty of .,R,e_rovingOur.Neighbor' arid "The Cure.of E_'il How are we to'reprove? Wesley's reply addresses both the A. Richard Challoner C. RichardRofle B. -A bookinward attitude and the outward manner,but it is simply stated .. : ; B. Philip Doddridge D. Adam Clarke C. An old "Jaytngmade fa_ous by.Lily Langtry

Speak_ng.',Thefirst sermon is based on Lev. 19:17;'_thesac- as "in love." Specific inward states that Wesley thinl<sappro- * '7.. If you were reading anarticle about the Cur_ d' Are you D A Bill_/Graham film on discipleship "
' end. on Matt. 18:15-17. They consider the euest_onsof what, priate for effective reproof are as follows: (1) a spirit of prayer_ " would•be reading which of the.following? " " "
! Whom,and Ilow Christians are to _'eproveone another, fulness;'(2) a spirit of love, for love begets love;(3) a spirit of 15. According to recent studies in America, being an onlyA..abo{_t Jean-Baptiste-Made Vianney:
i. In responding to the question of what Christians ought to humility, pointing out that which is good in the ne!ghbor; (4) a B. an article on the cure of s_ula child: .

reprove, Wesley is careful.to distinguish biblical injunctions spnt of meekness, knowing that anger and pride do hot _rb- ' - C. an article about St. Philomena " :A• makes a womana poorerrisk for.marriageand makes
i from personal convictions• Those practices clearly called sin- duce true holiness• AScan be seen from these suggestions. D. an article about cinemattcs • • a man a better risk.

• ful by Scripture are what should be reproyed, He specifically me reprowng that Wesley approves is as far from legalismas B.. makes a woman a better risk anda man'a poor risk.
I IistE'_ursing di'unkenness, and profaning the Lords Day._If a it is from antinomianism.'As to the outward manner,he recom- 8. If Meister Eckhart came to speak at your church, which of C. makes persons of either Sex poor mamage risks.-. "

l i believersees a brother commil undeniable sin. he should take " mends that one offer a frank and earnest expression of good- " the following would definitely not be his topic?the earliest opportunity of going to admonish him."Wesley will. that one be Sensitive to the moment: a'nd that one be •A The Fact'of Original Sin 16. Which of the following doesnot belong in this list?

! goesontosay n his remarks on the Matthew'18 paasage: "O pat_entifamendedbehaviorisnotimmediate_ytorthcoming, ln B. Asceticism for Fun and P.rophet A. JamesM. Bums D. MichaelMaccobythat all you who bear the reproach of Christ• who are in deri- the message entitled '_TheCureof Evil Speaking,_headvises. C.. Social Justice B: Peter Drucker E. Douglas,McGregor
: sion called Methodists. would set an example to the Christian Avoideverything in look,gesture,word.andtoneof voice.that " " " D. Effective Prayer C_ Mariene Wilson E .Rosemary Reuther
I world: so called, in this one instance!" {_Votks,6:123). A little• savorsof Dndeor self-sufficiency• Studiously aVOidevery thing E. A and B.

laterhe writes, "Let th s be the distinguishingm_irk9f a Moth- magisteiialor dogmatical,everym_ngthat lookslikearroganceor F. O a_ldB ' "' • "-' " " " " Answers
odist: 'He cens,#resno man behind his back'" (ibid.)•Inother assum_og...Andyetthissweetnessneednothinderyourspeak- 9. If you made a speech about Rastafadahism;.you would.- t--A; 2_C; 3--B; 4_C; 5--b; 6--C; 7_---A;8--E; 9--A:

,_ words, following the biblical pattern of re0roof will be a great ingmthe mostseriousandsolemnmanner(Works,6:117). be speaking about . tO--A; 1linD; 12_.Ci 13--D; i4-_'B; t5_A: 16--F
corrective to the usual sift of gossip• TOspeak.to rather than By reproving men for. their si/}s, Wesley sought for per-. A. A 20th-century Jamaican religious movement that Rating your score: . " "
about a person is God's way. - ., faction of love•and improvement of life. There is no place for honors Halle Selaasie.as divine. " 16 .correct--you a_'enot playing enough golf

The second question is whom are we to reprove. Mention a dogmatic or arrogant spirit in such a quest, but it s equa!y . .. El.The teachings of Proctua. the Greek philosopher who 13-15 correct--you are playing enough golf
has already been made of the duty for reproving one's own certain that neither is there place for neglect or indifference -. lived 500 years before Christ. 8-12 correct--you.are, playing too much golf (try fishing)
household• However,Wesley's b_'oadan's_verto the query of toward sinful behaviors. . "; C. The doctrines St. John Climacus taught _nthe book " 0-7 correct--tear out this page and burn it before anyone

• whom is "everyone that has a soul to be saved". (Works_ MayGod diree His Church _nthe purging that brings fortr_ _ • "The Ladder of Divine Ascent. • • - sees it. " '"
6:301): Thus he includes unbelievers as well as believers more fruit! _ • .
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CHEAPER GRACE i •

un 1937 Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the German theo[ogiarq vationthat such behaviorwas sin,he was toTd:"No, my
. .n who was latei killed by the Nazisl published a book brother, ntwas not sin, it was just his humanity,'_

titled The Cost of Discipleship in which he spoke about " But il was sin By.a biblicaladd Wesleyanstandaras
"cheap grace."Cheap grace is'a corruption of LdtheCs it was sin. Specifically, it was a willful violatipn of the
doctrine of justificatioh by.grace through faith, in which, ninth commandment. Topass it off as mere."humanity"
the great reformers insight is greatly misused• is.to traffic in cheap grace• Worse still, even those who

We sometimes•call it antinomianism. "Love God and engage in such "WesleyanWatergate"cover-ups, when
do as you please.",is a po[Jularcatct_phrase,--Sincewe dealir_gwith specific instances involving themselves or
are saved by grace•it doesn't fi_ialtymatter Iiow we live. their friends, will themselves usually call it sin•from the

- Bonhoeffer, a devout Lutheran, called this "cheap pulpit when preaching{o the masses. Suchdouble stan-
grace." Truediscipleship, he insisted, is indeed costly, dards make cheap grace even cheaper,

Today_,e Wesleyanshave developed our own brand But tilat's-how "sanctified cheap grace"works• If yo[J
ofcheap grace. But wtlereas the Lutheran brand Of it, catch me _nan unchnst_anaction or attitude• rll.insist
described by B0nhoeffer. was' a distortion of the cloc- that it was only a mistake, only my humanity•But if I find . .

' trine of justification, our Wesleyanvadety is a corruption you guilty of the same thing.' rll call it sin.

., • of the•doctrine of sanctification. Cheap grace thrives also in thosecomplex realms
_- It works like fbi's: "Since I am sanctified• freed from. where "societal sin'_or"structural evil" abound. We do
I sin, pure in heart, noneof my actions and attitudes can not sin to ourselves•Sin is not merely indiviclual;[t is also

--_ be considered •sinful." Udder the cloak of such an _n- interpersonal and suprapersonal; a ddying force inher-
i_ verteclassumption,all.kinds of unethicalbeha_,iorisable enL in the: institutions of society. Individual good_ill:

i, to masquerade as a normal part of the sanctified life• seems to accomplish little against all thoseforces that • "The definitiollof sin that is sometimes celled the. inex0rablydictatetoindividualsacertan patternof con- . . THE. PIORNING SON,by Doug Holck, recreatesthe joy and mystery of Jesus'
"Wesleyan'_ one (even though it wasonly one of the duct;.the state, the party,,business, custom, fashion, . :. blrth,.ForS.A.T.B,choirwithoptona narrator andsolOlst_s,.the16selectionsareallnew

• ways in which Wesleyspoke of sin), namely ':the volun- public opinion, .ideology, and even the institutional and the arrangementsare equal•to the aut'h0r'sbest_selllng"The Word...The Per-
tary transgressionof the known law of God." can easily church. - son... The Song."Performanc_time: 45 minutes.BOOK,MC-S2,$3.95;A_BUhfL-9053,
be corrupted into an excuse for bad ethics,.both, per: One who tries to do something about it is frequently _ so.98; BOOK_ALBUN. L-90S3C. $t 1.95;CASSETTE.TA-?0S3C, sB.gs; TRAX tRtEL),-NU-?053,
soda and social. "My motive was good; I did not-know I ignored or thrown aside. Few possess the ceurege or . _ $45;@0;('CASEETTE),NO-q053C.$4S.eO;3Et_WCEFOLDEB$,MC-52SF,I00FOR$6.00
Wasdoingwrong." Such claims, valid enough within the the strength to take the•risk, Most do not evensee the " " ,,
proper context, can easily be used to promote cheap neec to do so. When pf_rsonsare hurt by suprap_rsonal ......
grace. Many unchristlike actions, including all kinds o[ ihstitutiens--even the church_and we remain.sUent, " • :- -

•in ust ces can be."swept under the rug" by a misuse of pretending that all is well. that is (:heapgrace. It is _sanc- .
Wesleys definition. It is easy to f0rget that we are tiffed antinomianism._ _'_
greatly responsible for our not knowing. The absenceof Sanctification is distorted and,corrupted when Used _';_ _
light can become an excuse for not seeking light• as a cover-up for poor•ethics, either personal or social. .

A past()r friend of mine was crushed when in his Bonhoeffer calls us to remember Paul's words in Rom. _i_¢_.;
presence.a "fellow Christian" did an evil thing. When my. 12:2, that we are to prove what the will ofGod is. Disci- _._
friend lamented it to a church leader, with the obser- pleship Is demar_ding.Grace is free, but it is hot cheap!

" " " " . _¢i_mad_n_n_t_m_!te_ine_fs_ndm|_eria_c_sunt_eL_itn_C-_tmac_84Hu_ta_dPr_qe_u_ces_Fr_u_r_L_
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