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.: , . 1, EDITORIAL ,.

- - " uitabb -. ' "N ' ' " ', " POINT• PREACHING
; :- - -ramznc- ' • .by Wesiey.Trl]oy

J _ " "e C ighty:-Iive.percent ol preachers, declared my first hem,- "Levensky, the communist, harangued the ditch diggers, ,Pro c ssionary. Caterpillars - " . . L_ leticaprofessor, Donald Metz. "saythe samethingin the Now the ehras,ng is specific. Note the oenelits of the av_ofSameway:Twenty-fiveyeara,a*er,askedMetz'lnest'"soec,f,c,ty';._ bcheved his 85-Percent.formula. "No, ne shot back, ,t s a Iol 1. •Increased clarity• "

l'lll_hey ," _'_'_ h,gher than.that." 2 The qu,lity of commun[cat,on Js ,maroveo-
|_s, .c)ne ' _' . . _,_ _ 1 Metz ,s right, anc think he is.-the matter of preaching 3 The r,sk of misunderstano,ng ,s reduced. -

.[] __ h_ _ 4 " " _ _.r style S as neglected.as a ragweed ,n a rose garden. If you " 4. The m_ntal images are much sharpe,

J\'_\\ __ . _ '.' ' . . . " ". _ ; ¢:<amtne"your books on preaching youwllld,scover.matme 5 The abstract gwes way to the.concrete
__r e.x-_ " "" ". _1_ [_ cnaoter ,or page)on style ,s buried in me back of the book - Allo{ the.loregoin_l benefits arelmoortant. I w,lt enarge only

k_'_ : J an_H bre t_e '_:ea n(:h ural ,_ai'te " " ':: . /,_,/_ I " From the conglomera, on of odds and ends that gets stulled " on'namber-fr"ze Conquenng abstractness is a formidablee end Fa , t Fre t is) r_Pa. " : ,. _nt le."s yle" section yo y _1 • " - nlr_ nr _tnctrines The aw of specilicity s one way of con-g na u ma aso be _n to wonder if anyone problem especially v_hen pr_eachlng ab0ut thffological prtn-
__p liars, • : _ _ reall knows what •"style" is.Everything from gestures ,tOg,er_ _"_'_7"-:7--.,_,T._._r,ct' wiih )'he 'co'ncrete Specifics tend to be

. ' • . : . ,. .. " . ._--_.-'1. obwous for a few.pages and'tl'_an more concrete: general_ttes more abatracLj_' e _:_-... ,_ .[ und y gets herded into the same c°rral and branded style" quu,,._ ............ • -"

k___ _ _ " " _ I Some authors flail at the

J_ll[ _t arte_ ." _ _=i,1 dec,are that. style tsa personal thing anyway, affferent'for One.p reaChe' declared'''The relative vaueOl_the transitOry"' " " ' ' " " i " "" each 17reacher ahd something mat is more orqess automatic deceives many Thus me temporal s (;hosen at'the expense"
j_.--.._:d : .. .... As.longas,tiss,ncereandnaturafi, wiUtakecareofitself." oftheeternal"Je'sussaidthes&methngnspecific, concrete

. .'. .... Thus style TSsent to me end of the line of 3reachzng prtont_es. I_nguage_ ':What she1 t profit a man, il he ga n the whole
V___ _'_" "__ To me style is the skillfu use of language that makes tile world, a,dlose his own sou,.

[__ \ :'..i '_" -_ -feby.say,ng,"Mortal' " " ' " " ..... "< . " ex stance _s vict m zea by the fe(:und hun)an _magtnatlon_,'.. spoken message clear, s mole, d_r:ect, personal, vital and el- One speaker touted the emotiness Of

I""//JP I'_l_ ' _ee march, _ :._ _ . J fective. The Earrof Chesterfiel(l in1749 cafled styte the "dress
J_ _ " '> ,._?: _i:i: 1or.thought In 1980 Haddon W. Robinson called_ the same which invents ruses to escaoe the reahty'that human ie is

....... ..... . . . .. _ .; thing Maybe they are right'. :The preacher's style task. then, ts meaningless." Shakespeare; a master of specificity and corl-

{_.t{_ _ " ) ' " ' " " " " '' i"." ' [ '_ _'_'_ to search for tl.le rignl words--th' r,gre wardrobe for the l°ftY cre,eness,_xoressedt'i_esamethenle:

'. ' Through sheer•force of habtt the hwng creeping ctrcle . . " _ .. seaK:h Life's but e, walking shadow, a poor player

Yh:°keg;t sh_::inf_raC:o:ihtbi: ilhme/if_heg'pci_ePJanog:ndl_n: " •" - - .Thai sruta.ar_d frets his hourupon tile stage• _.__, memes of the Bible. Robinson declares that mrs

II I_ _. :' 'scrapes the f_Jngus off thought."'"Elizabeth -Aehteme_er reminds JS that to neglect the man- And then is I_eara no more: _t _sa tale

' i _sto be hke a carpenter WhO. sets out to fashidn a piece " Sign fyng nommg _ " " .

[ /I_ ." _ ' _ " . _ _ of.l,rle ,urn,lure, usngnoth,ng but an ax. we nlay hack .ere are some abstract generalities th"tTve.heard in receht "'" "
• - , . "' .. . ' ' . " . " . _ away at a co_lgregatlon wnn tools totally inappropriate to sermons that could be _mproved by the law of specific:ity:

" - " " ' " " ' their purpose--dull woras misleading sentences, • repels- "Enter.the realn) of redernpt_on. (is this the Green Stamo-

k_'_i t._ ,_ ousparagraons ,neffectweillustratons. Or we rnay take store?) " "

J_-. _ _. _ . _ _ .up tile fine.tool of language, honed ann pohshed to a cut- 'Keepthe faith, walk in the I,ght. _and read the harvest."
,. . • . . • . . . . t n edae and then trust that God w_lLuse _t to fashion h_s

' - .......... " " ' pegople_-h_s-work of art in Christ (Eph. 2:10) _'-- (What could all that mean to a visitor?)
- Lwe by heaven's s abdards not earth's standards." [Well.

J,___ _-_ Such a challenge sets many style-related concerns to way- wnathungry_areortney?goo0D°ad,et?)Y°Uwant. me to stop swear,rig held me
r__-- . . _ ::; ,rig the'" nands for recognn,on hke 1he schoolbOy who ,,Dally .. _ . • . . . . r _ " " .,knows an answer. Clarity, s_mplicity, approenateness, wwd- '"1 Want•to go all the way with Jesus (You what?]_

ness a_ wave "1 know_ t know!"'Anaoh'OdC cadence, asso-. Ir Eclen. that lirst.coul_le had ample sources of seas-nonce, person ca _on, ch_asmus, metaphor, simile,' syn- faction.' (Well. wl_at satisfactions dii:l they have?) •
ecdoche,- and the like put eager palms in the ai_' Even the Job was iaced _vith overwhe m ng difficulties." (I heard.he

J_s. _._ . " _,_ forgotten waif, the "pqdod,c sentence, says "1 can helD." " had sores and.a nagging wife.I .
• " ' ' " - " " • gnor ng all these for now lel me cal on _ust one.stylistic . "Weindulged in an.act of generostty. (So what did you

I_rd_ ' • ". _ dev,ce tllat has been snubbed In a lot of sermons rve heard do_:..putado_larintheofferihg?'OrputthePreacherL_Maga'.

lately. Let the'law of specificity speak. The law goes some- zzne in your wifl?") " " " : c sen-. _ n . .

th_ng, I_ke this If you replace general words, pi_ras.es.,a d. Such generalities are somet rues all rigifit as top

inTages with ;specific words, phrasesl and images you en- fences. But mean)rigs must De _pelled out. -

• Perhaps the B_ble _, our best caacn on the law of•concrete

" '" " ' " : _ " _ ' " " " _" hance communtcatton.
Consider this examole from The Go/net Bool? on Writing by speCdiC_t_/ n Psalm "104 Dawd could have said trees, but hecedars and firs. He could have sa_a an reals, but he said

• " Dawd Lambuth:

___'_._ _ _'_._ .(_ "The man talked to the workers wild asses and. graz,ngcatlle. He specifie_ the sto(,," not just
• • This sentence ts acceptable so far as grammar and syntax birds• Human life is concretized oe_ngdescribed as grass and

. . are concerned• It is weak because of ts general phrasing It 8 'lower" soon to wither. The Bible does not leave God an
needs the ungus._,craped off. Here is Lambutn's rewnte_ ob Ong bur" in the m_nd'of man Fie is called, specifically ann
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: " MAGAZINE" THE PREACHER'S
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concretely a father a/_usbanc a bndegroonr, a srtepherd, a a_ties. Ilazy abstractions, and luzzy generalities full.of "sound I .... P

farmer a h?e. a king and a redeetrrerof slaves." and fury, sigrltlylng nothing. "" " June / July [ August, 1984
Scrod preachers Bellpve _tis unsolrltual Io search for the t seems that failing to labor to find the rigm worasts rather - Volume 59, Number 4 " . . - "

"right words Their style.seemstq oe to get themselves so unsp_rnuaF 'after all.lAnd if you want to get started applying -
emotionally wrougm uo about tire sub ecl tiler they cant hold tl',_ law o specificity rgt) away, tr;y it out on me oreced_ng Wesley Tracy , IN THIS ISSUE
BaCk tl_b vverds Mtstak,lci ntis for uncllon they passlonatet,, sentence *Editor
blUrtout their leelings as cud anc last as may can Such _ EDITORIAL ,_
sermons resemble the creek ,] Back of my house when v'.,e NJlla Beagle 1 Preachirlg Point .................... .: ............... Wesle'yTracy.
get three incllos n' ram m tllree hours. It becomes a muddy

- torrent. Brash and .&,eeds. Carttobelt scul) cans. tenms shoes. " .NOTES - . , Assistant Edit.or, PASTORALCLINIC .
fishing nes. and old T-sP rts come churning downstream and _ "HaddonW'nonqnson e_bhc,_lPr_.ach_ngiGrarldRall,d_BakeraoOkHousc Consulting Editors 4 When You're Out You're Out "
are flung evervwnere L980 Its Bill S.ullivan 6 My Church Died...: ......... ; ..................... : ....... EdwardLykens

2 Ehz_Det_l Achte_#_ CfP3h_" Pf_ctCh/_3_ AbJngdon Preachers Library,

. The preacher who dOeS not dig oul me rlgllt words may w,I{_amn ThonlDsone(]ltor(NashwIIeAbingdonPress.1980)22 . Director of the Division of THE MINISTER'S STUDY. . " "
preaclf like a-flooding creek[ His or her sermon Oecomes a 3 M,]ct_ttl ActV.SceneV ' , Church Growth 12 Celebration of the Discipline of Study., ..................... Richard J. Foster

• torren of muddy p'o_e angled wLmml._placed moddiers am- 4 See E zabei Ach eme e s ea meet of this heine =n Cr{,atJ_ Pre,tchJng . Church of the Nazarene
p_guous antecedents sentence fragments, grammatical cru- g;'-_d3 " PREACHING •

.... , " Wilbur Brannon 18 Has PreachingBecomeIrrelevant?............ : ...... ..._... C.S. Cowles
_ . . Director of Pastoral 20 StoP That Clock Talk! ................................ Robert Hudson

"" _ I_ L_.__I__,_. Ministries STEWARDSH,P
' : . : .... ,. . . Church of the Nazarene -.22 •NowThattheOffering HasBeen"l_aken": ..................... Kenneth VOgl

' - . " George E. Fai.ling THEMINISTER'S 14E/_LTH"
:' - . General Editor 24 A Study m Pastoral Stress ............................ ... Robert C_Noah

Small Church Issue of me great good that is done a_ways 1 am thankful for the Preache_ Ma 9- " The Wesleyan Church
Appreciated nas oeen done and can be done =neven az_ne but rece_?tl_/it reads more _ke a CLASSIC SERMONS

" " " t_elter ways in and lt]rough.'the small' . rn'ag'azine for a _oetor Of theology Contributing Editors . 26. On Family Religion ............................. "........ ;JohnWesley
want to express to you my appre- _¢ftur_:hes me most slgniticaqt WOrK " What happened to ll_e l[lustratron " " • " ," r . . .

c_auon for your recent ssue of rite, oe_hg cone nthe cl]urch s dot bein_ pages?In me pas ssue'fbi" SePt.-Oc_t.- . • ,V. H. Lewis .. . PASTORAL CARE . . Jerryl_fcCant
Preacher's Magazine. Focus'on'the " Eugene L. Stowe . . 31 Mil_istenngto Older Adults. _.......... "...................done by US _,vlIo are in the target Nov. there was not one idea aboul .
Small Cburch It is a qua,ty puB,cation churches. Manypasiors anti churches YouthWeek Labor Day; Communion Ondlle W. Jenkins WESLEYANA .
war=perspective that I tllmk will makea of fewer titan 100 are doing more slg- ,Sunday; LaymCn's Sunday; Reforma- Jerald D. Johnson 36 Revivaland RevolutJon ...... "., .'., .._ ..... _... : .......... : ..... .. L_ Hynsondifference'because vt _swHtterl by men Charles H. Strickland

• ' [leant work than we are doing And = t¢on.or even Thanksgiving, I did use the - •
who have earned me r_ght to "spea_ n .... Willlam.M. Greathouse THE MINISTER'S MATE

--BillBurch .rea=ybetievethat heritage art=cles for my message on. " -. GeneralSuperintendents 38 A Coat of Arms ........... :........' ............. ".... ....Frances.Simpson
Bethany, Ol_lahoma --Ponder W. Gilhla,nd Heritage Sunday. " " Church of the Nazarene •

" - 8etttany, OMahoma I r_eed someth,ng that w_ll he p me on . . FINANCE " . • -
- " " " Tuesday for. Sunday s sermons., not J;.D. Al_bett.' 48 :Church Employees.or Independent Contractors?

Read th# Whole Thing . ".Mo'st Helpful , . some theology s!dry from 1559. I nee;d _ .... : Robert W. Mclntyre " "
Lasl qlght IJ nlsl]ed tlris issue o1 PM tile Preacher's Maga'zine to 3e for V!rgil A. Mitchell EVANGELSM , ." " " . . " " " " •

(.wner '83/84: "Focus on' me Small .I have been an avid reader of me preachers, not some tl_eology student O.O. Emery 41 Tithing the Time--Telephone Evangelism Plan ................... JJLester Se#l
Clturch t It.was about the first t=me I Preacher's "Magaztn# fop severalyears
ever read the whole thvng tnrougn_ and nave always found =tvery he p ul i Held =swhat rm asking for. Help in ser- General Superintendents ." moo and new sermon thoughts. " The Wesleyan Church CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
nearly, at.least. I found =tto be one of the warn to thank you and OL_rchurch for T,hank you lor putting up with guys . . - 44 'P_:eparc'dMembers Are Better Members........... -........... : :..Carl C. Green
most helpful, _nformarwe and _nsp_ra-. your help." The most helpful issue was like r_e. I know you must get'le[ters" of- Jack C, Red "
tional _ssues eve_:-Yout finely wrought the "F_cus on the Small Church." Jack L. Willcuts CHURCH AND SOCIETY
editorial provide_l a onlhant and warm Seveial articles were really helpful ten wgh-this tone 47 The Church Returning rathe _orld ...................... ..-... TomNees'_Hdrace Smith Maurice Roberts

frontispiece. Thank you. . There has beena lot ol pressure to pro- - . Russell'Myers HOLINESS HERITAGE , . : ',. "
--C. S, Cowles dude "big" churches _'lth little attention Logansporr. Indiana " " Superintendents. 48 Stonemason and L_vingStone.. :.. .....'.,., : .............. ._lt;ertJ. Lown

Narlrpa, Idaho to the majomy of churches. • Evangelical "
, -"." --K. I:. Stinson Can't Frame . Friends Church VISITATION •

" Most Valuable Port Arthu_ Texas "Suitable forFraming" Robert Kline ',, 50 Visiting theSick' ...... ..................... .. ;:. ,... William G JustiCe,Jr:
" Congratuiations on the good worK_ General Superintendent • THE MINISTRY "

Congratulations on the w=nter _ssue of. Positive Feedback _- you are doing as editor of the Preacher's ...Ross W Hayslipthe Preacher'S Magazine wnn ti3e era- Churches. of Christ in 52 Overcoming the Giant "Despai-" ................. : ......
phas S on the small church. Other Denominations Maga2ine. The coverage of}" the many Christian Union .. - '

• SUbjects contained in each-issue is very ' ' - . THE CHURCH
In my opinion, th=s =Sthe most vaiu- My congratulat=ons on a fine ssue nelolul. R. Donald Shater- " 54 Don't Wi_ Out the LocalChurch ..... ,: ..... • ..;...:.'... J. _rantSwank, J_

able of all ol your.issues. And mere are You covered tl-e ':small church" topic m " - -
SO rfiany of them with great value, an informatwe and inspirational manne_ Howeve_ I off.dr a suggestion. The General Conference

The emphasis od the small cnurch is I _;ommena you for cutting out- such a =terns you oiler with the suggestion . Secretary . _" CHRISTIANDOCTRINE
one of the more needed .ones n our consistency fine :product.. rub shoul- "Suitable for Framing are very good Brethren in Chi'ist . 56 Flnney un.Repentance........... . . ..... . . Charles G F_nr/ey
church. It is needea, for.one tiling to get •ders w_th people from vanousdenomi- -items and suitablelor framing. HoWeve_ Church .
us away from an inordinate attention to" .nat=ons and their reaction is always th6 .regardless of bow good an.articte Is. if it THESE TOO .- "- . , •
suoerehurches, extraordlnary.cnurcnes same-_ooslttve, has emolazoned acrossit tn bold red A_thors should address at ert=cles Suitable for Framing--inside front cover. WeGet Letters--2; In the Preacher'sMagazine 50
n terms of growm, and "sBectal sou- ,--Jon Johnston type, "Suitable for Framing," it is not arid correspondence .to Editor• YearsAgo-:-35; The IdeaMart--42; The preacher'sExcbange--43;.Sem_onOutlines--58;.

Malibu, Cafifornis seo, Kansas City. MO 64131. Self-. Word Studies--63; The Ark Rocker--64dUDes . ' "_ suitable for tram_n£ Preacher's,Magazine, 6401 The Pa- , Today'sBooks for Today'sPreacher--61:Old TestamentWOrdStudies--62: NewTestament

In my opinion. It is not the negative Why ..don_tyou print over. unde_ or addressed, stamped envelopes
- ,,, even od another page "Suitable for shouldaccompany all manuscnpls. " Cover photo byGlimpseot Time

"approach of asking, Why do we have so i Heritage Issue Too Heavy .
many small churches?:or'What car" We - Framing'? or out it on a rubber PREAcHER`SMAGAz_NE[_SSN_162-3982tisr_ut_ishedquartei1y_yee_nH_i_Press()fKansas_ity2923TroostAve.,KansasCity,MO64109:EdttodalOPi¢.e
do tO held them grow? I have been taught not to look a gift stamp. " "• at6401Thepaseo,Kar_s&sCityMO64131.AUdressallcorrespondenceconcerningsubscriptionstoyou_denomtnaCona/i_b/_sh_nghouse.Col_ht !98_bythe

. Instead as comes through so clear y horse in the mouth, but t'r_ go!ng to give ' --C_harlie.Harrison " BeaconHillPressot KansasCity.POSTMASTER:Peasesendci_angeor addressto THEPREACHER'SMAGAZINEnO.eox 527.KansasCity,MO64141

_nyour issue, it.is the positive approach it ano{t_er _ry. .. . Olathe. Kansas _ • "" . .. Subscn_t_onprice:$3.50perye_[Second-classpostagepaidat KansasCity.Mo L_thoin'US.A.• . - . . -. .
. . -. .. ".
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PASTORAL CLINIC and a loneliness like unto the grave. When a minister finance. The secono year we received the third largest
" " - .... has to leave the ministry there is a sense of shame faithpromise offeilng on the dist,rict. But all was not

• . . .. " " that is attached, It is then that he needs a pastor, btJt " well It was.hard to preach at times, Gossip was ram-
. ; - .. - , _........ '-.._,I, there is hone. There !s an awkwardness thai'arises pant and meml_rs were suspicious of each other.and -

. , - • " • - . . . . when friendsiptroduce him. IS it Mister or_[_ it _till often.suspicious of me, especially my motives. Some-
....... ±_ .... Reverend? Sunday School teache'rs are ill at ease in how I was unable to overcome the problems• I am not

• " ..... . I the presence of a man who is well trained in the _ord, try_r_gto fix blame--I am reporting what was going
• 1,i " " . - on_ Good men and women were praying ana fasting

• . ', The district superintendent t01d and begging for helpf :omthe Lord, Thepeculiarthing'
..... " • " " ' ' - me•that, he would not approve thatmanygoodmemberswere totallyunawarethatany!hing was wrong• Those who were a_,are that-the -•

my renewal vote. . . - church was sick clid riot know what was the problem,
, . . There•were, of course, some problems that were

..... ' " • " " " evident--even to me. We were recewing new mem-

When You're Out; Pastors who are insecure view the man as a threat to

- - bers and it was ul_setting the status qUo. The one
• their ministry. Like the princLpals in a divorce, everyone thin{) that brought things to a cnsis was the leens.

_, wonde.rs who was "really" at fault. Like divorcees, he• • " doesn't fit and is so painfully aware of it. It is my firm There, were no teens when I arrived. We want teens in
conviction that there is in thesf_ troubled times a need our church, I Was told. What I didn't realize was that

they Wanted teehs but they wanted them to be seen

You're Out, i..-., for,the.church to minister to men .who have had to an£1not heard. Sort of window dressing to De seen
leave the pastorate, and placed where they.would ook good but not move

• It is'especiall_/-hard to review the cause_ of why I -
- • : was "out." They are not that clea_ ,They were net clear from the r assigned place, I ar_ gla_l to report the ma_

- - ionty of the members did not feel .that way, but the old- • .... . _ to mos_ of th'e church I missed.a two-thirds vote bY.
: • - " ' " . - twolvotes. WelII I-tt_ought: I tlave.a year fo find a pla(;e homesteaders did and they had the'power to control

." • - • . - - to move. and I began Just three years before, when I, • things. Af-ter seeing 16 teens pray thr_ugn and then- go through several Weeks of one-on-one Bible lenin-
• . " " . • - . . felt it was time to move: I had received three calls and ing, Iwanted to see them taken into membership. The

Tills manuscript did not come. to us as a regular law's garage, and then the long days of he woil_ tom- . " - . had to decidewhich one to take. One ca_lwas to the board balked and said that the entire church board "
submission fo_"oublication. Ratherit came as a letter menced. It was strange to go to church; it appears second largest church on my disti'ict. It was what _s would have to interview them. Parents were disgusted
to one of the st_ff members in the Division of Chui'ch that no one In the Church of. the Nazarene dares to commonly _nown as .a "prestige'_ church, and the kids said if they don't want us. pastor,.it's OK. .

Grovvth. We offer it here as a case study for reflection have ve_ much to do with a pastor _Nho.is "out," Peo, Th0 chui'ch I was now serwng had Iia_ a recora of Four kids' opted to join anyw_ay That was the beg n-
and discussion.. " " pie don't know t_ow to handle it--it's the same if you • I .t#ouble. I clidn't know ihat prey ousiy_The first . .n_ngof the end. After _eceivirtg a one-year call didn t

It-seems thatis my ministry; hooking up things and " .are divorced or nave a termi'nal illness. Finally, my wife year we increased in' i_otn members by profession and panic, but I didn't jump for jQy either. Somehow if',l Bad.
I making them work again. In the" 60s we tooka found a very good oosiii_)n with a university. I had " • " - . . • ,
church in the South. Fifty-year-old church _na frame "' found a posit on with.an insurance compaqy, but it

wasn't really what I wanted to oo. Then a break came " ' ,house older than that. sagging, conderhned by the city • -
, engineers, on a dead-end street r_the Wrong part of and the president of a bank.wanted me to take over , - " " ' " " -

• an agen%v in his bank. I was given a_br._nd-new office "_VE LIKED HIS SPIRIT"-.'town, Seven years later we moved andleft _them with • "on the third floor and negotiations began. All Jhad to " " 'a new air-conditioned building and a new parsonage
on four acres of land in the '_best:' part of town. It . do was say yes and I would beg_na new and lucrative -. . .. : , . .

. . ,°- 'seemed easy then, I was.young and youth knows no career. It.wasn't that I wanted out of the ministnj.--:we
called, wrote contacted_--but no call _Me had just fin_st_edSunday a_n- gan {o pray {or Morn Da_l,and me. In pastoral m_nistry,and whatever He I_ad

fear. " - Where had _gone wrong? Where was God? I_i'dn't • _._ ner When the phone rang It he nex few da_'s,the Holy.Spint gently _nstore wa_ust fine. No bitterness, lust .t .The next church was a s_x-year hitch, thir d largest
church on"the distl'ict. VVeleft it larger than we found He care? D dn't the chUrch care9 That. was the hardest was Morn ano Dad from halfway across dealt w_thme. He reminded r_e that we a swee_ sDirit'that comes from a corn-- ' _he country Through.the usual greet- are called to serve, and that we are.to p!e{econsecration of allof _fe----_'ils.yes-

: it. The next was a three-year ministryto one of the .' pa_l; you see. in the Church of the Nazarene there is- rags I sensed a solemn note in their lea_,eihe:c_rcumstances.to Him. He.re- terdays, fogeys, and tomorrows. .
"real good" churches on the district. When we were no machinery, so f&_as I know, to help a man who is . " voices. Something wasn't right! minded me of the hundreds, yes thou- Last night the phone" rang. It was

_* called to a larger church our D.S. commencled us , "out._'There are no agencies, /lo services, no recog- ' '" Weunderstood when they broke the sanes, who have served m me face'ef Morn and Da_l.Through the usualgreet-
highly,.Those were the days wh.e_ we took no.thought nition of ,orevious service or.:seniority. I took stock; the , " .. news. It was recall Sunday,andthe vote lragic c_rcumstances. - _hgs"a noie: of victory rang. Another
of failure, God was very good to us. and we were Lbrd qad nqnored my ministry through many years in .. had beer_less tna_ the necessary two- had to say "Lord, Youare _ncharge, church heE'deda:easlor. The bo_ardhad -
aware that it came at His hand. not ours God never many-ways, but now I was dead, thirds. They were crushed! Never belore and I leave them to You. NOWabout my unanimously nominated Dad.. and only
fails. The problem is that there are times when one or Like.Lazarus must ha_e--I wondered., Wh_re is _n tt_e_r30 years c,f m_hisl_ nao lt3i9 ministry. Well _t's.Yoursalso. If after 30 onenegative vote arose at election time;.
two things can happen. Either we fail in our own head- _Jesus? Doesn't He care? (I thought of.all.the sermons " " happened., years the church doesn't warn _ny_s_r- One of the commentsfrom the board.
long" strength or the. Lord a 6ws. us to "die"--fail'-- . ini'ticted on.tolerant listeners about a caring Christ.) . , ]'hough.. I. tried to cot_sole and sup- vices. Ihen You II have to" g_ve new was. "We liked his spirit._' " - ""
out--done. _,nd it hurts . That was great for them but this is ME. Lord. I port, _,wasangry at carnal _eop_e_naa ma_ch_ngorders. The huil and anger Would they have ked hisspirit had _ ---:-

thought about ILazarus. Job. and David. but quite church and a God that would allow this flowed from me. but still there was con- .been saturated.w_thbitterness? I doubt •" 1o happen to these canng people el cern for _qm'_ and Dad's future, it.-for bitterness sours the spirit lot all
' _1, ugust,of 1980 I was out. OUt of the ministry_ frankly theyseemed remote a_qd_mpersonal..This was God. Was this what I:had to look for. Througn the months their spirits m_n- the w_rld to see. _Seeto tt that no'one

without a church. The church weserved was fi- real, this was now, and this was me. Why? What hap- ward to alter 30 years in the pastora' istered to mine. Sure they wer_ d_sap- misses 'the grace of" God and mat no
nanc_ally.the best it had e_,er been, but _l was s_ck p_ned? ministry? . . 3ointed.. not "only for Ihemselves. t3ut b_tter root grews up to cause tr.ouble
spiritually.. I was the pastor'and Couldn't seem tO br ng . Like Lazarus. the unfairness, the realization that That evening I shaftedthe burden w_th. "also for the church. Yet. mere was me and defile many" (Heb. 12:15. NIV]
about heating. Letters had.gone out, but no call was nothing and no one can help gripped me--_-it's all over. " - the people qf my church, and they be: peace that God.had called them to the --Namew_rnheld
forth_.oming: Friends prayed, other pastors commis- Iam dying_ I am alone, and I am afraid. Unlike Lazarus.
eraled.with me. nothing happened. The last day.came; I do not kflow the feel Of physical death, nor do I . : .
and we left. We put our belongings _nour m0ther-in_ know the [eality Of the grave; but I know a living death ._ _ " " -.
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ecently, we pastors recewed a the presenl and future; Only one group treat I w_s crushed under the financial and strength. Our conflict added to my Some time ater I received a phone ... asHe was yesterday. • • as He will
questionnaire fi'om Church Exten- was w_llingIo do so. "- . and soirl[bal conditlons of my people, despair! call from a member"of the _,dvsory be tomorrow! Circumstahces change,

slon Ministrie_sasking for nformatlon to As the s ructure problem worsened, andall the advice andsupport did not lift One day we .sat down and talked Board They bad dec ded we woud cls-" " but God is the same. The fog of gr'ief
aid in setting policy at the General As- so did the spiritual problem. My .ser- my neavy burden " about our personal feelings. I" learned "continue services and'askedme to stay and despa r that soaC.edn around me
sembly. I filled oui the form anti added a mons on commitment i_adno _lfeet ' Of the nlqe months the c'Iturch was that day that it really was her ministry, and sel the properties andan'ythtngelse obstructec a clear view of God's cur-
page of comment, then I stuffed it into saw no spiritual growth so I visited each active. I challengedthe church board td herchurch, and her people as we I! She of value•On the following Sunday I an- pose.but His love andcare for me didn't
an envelope. After two days I scraooea, family oy appointment: With a imle trtnetne _ncomeof the church but each. .. was also concerned about her castor nouncedoUr closing to tna _ongrega; change whether I.was Jnor out of the
me envelope and contents I had Been" coacnJng,some of the people were hon- t_metheldea _'as'refused. One mqntk and husband. She Was.carrying every t_ohand the 40 boys andgirls in Sunday fog
too sharp-tongued: besides, no one est and gave me_rop n_ons One lam,y my w_leand I challenged them. My'tam- bit as much -as I was!.At that point I School• I then went•to each home to There was"_'asense.or ceace that
wamec to hear what I had to say. naBa I,st that sounded,almost tdentice ,,_,ano I t_thedour normal •amountolus realized that I was wrong in allo_'ing the explain to the parents. I stayed to Sell - came from remembering mountain

I have since come to behave "that to anothers Two families were totally the _comeof me cnurch.They were not pareof grief to separate us and g_veawaylthe dreams.and,holaes"of.. Beaks of God's hearness,'and-because
mere are other pastors going through Supporhvewhile another told me to stoa Imcressed. even though they ,_new.we. The .board and I made a tnp io the Bays gone by. .there hadbeen these personal peaks,•
me pa_nconfusion, andstrain oi closing preacn_ngon three subjects could no1afford tog ve Suchan amount, district office to meet with the District -[here are aftersnocks thai .fotlow there would be more in the days ahead.
rne_rchurches.•l have decided.to snare At one point I dec_dedwe would set ' They missed me oomt that "God will " Home Mission Board to dISCUSSthe deep grief• Just as _nme loss.of a loved I learn'_d that God is love and Hid love
my expenence. goals to owe everyone something to moerneed_ when He s put above ev- structural problem andto evaluate the one. grief sweeps over you I_ke'a tidal demands t,ne best for me an_ from.me•

L_keall aastors. I was excited about work toward• I set up tables•,arranged• erym*ng else. Such (ntrovertedunbelief .'_'_ ,easonfor our existence•We left with no wave uncontrollable•Part of the after- From me crucible of adverslty'a moreSter_ng character is cast. A character.
my call to my first congregation. My chairs, brewed coffee._nd p[epareu a always leads to finaqcial problems And " " " answers. It was. suggested to me on- shoc!_was andis guilt. I blamed myself • ' '
family and l arnvei.lat our new town and quant_tatwe chart and a qumltahve " we nab problems! We were spending." vately th#t there was little node for_ne for notcalling more. fcr not doingmore; better able to reflect the image of {he
'home late _n July. We were received chart. When we began thesession they more than was coming n.'We were cul church. •. faster, bettei_ o'r differeqhit. For: many Craftsman. -. .• _ One Sunday morning the peebte months a tat he closing asked myself.warmly Oyme"peopJe,andWhen school tOldme hey had no _nterestin numbers Back_to the very essentials••And there '... - . - "
started m SeptemBer everytl_ng had or in other people; the quant_tatwecoals was.me "definite welfare syndrome of., sensed the deotn, of my concern and "What would qave happened if '... ? learned more of Gbd's love for me.

-settled down to.a full schedule they WOUlO"not d_scuss.I.set tl_em"aside give to me•'! " ." wanted to return n the evening service. There was aso the aftershock of ange_ _This s ref ectedforotherina greaterd&stors.COrnpass_onlam not
" . . critical of a :'bad_report."-It s reflected•Afterthe "honeymoon.̀ • facades ana noplng to get back to them. E_,eryth_ng Atlthe innerd_rectionof mi_i_strlesand to talk about closing the odors. I told If evei'yoneelse haddone more for the on my part

lack of financialresponsibility,aswell as them that they cOuld not close up the church, been more concerned beyond also in more Bye and anDreciation formasks dropped and I began dealing, t.hey wanted was. for memselves. The
with .a serious sJructural problem. I sermons tney contended, were tobudd ti_eway may Jreatedeach Other:demon-. . .. church, that I would hold services as their own contention maybe it would, my w fe andfam_y.I now realizethat my
fOund.we (the Church)had outstanding the"Body,"'ahd the evening service was strateo clear y me_r spiritual apathy• " norma' that only the District AdviSory have been better, -
bdlsmore mac one ye_'rold relating to to be a t_meof d_alogue.They wa'nted Mine Nas the constant r)ainof canng Board could close the doors• After the "1 found I was hypersensitive to the • Wife carries a concern for me..aong
th_sproblem. It also Became apparent more formahty m the morning serwce andof not being ableto reach them with service they called-the a_stnct supenn- next congregation: when"difficult times with shanngconcern for the congrega-
this broD_emwas a source Of _alr!tual and suggested mat maybe after one or "the Word of God This pa_nOrgan to fondant'to'see if any.decision had Been came. I feared the _orst - t_on.In allof•our ministry we are a team." : • reached from ou['visit w_th the Home I learned a number of lessons during God demonstrated Hisdependability.dlwsionbetween three groups. Nothing "two years ofbeing.fed they would be affect my marriage; I was ahenating me
Was accomplished in.talking w_theach reaay to.reach out'mto.tne t;ommun_ty affections of my w_fe.lwas allowing d_s- Mission Board. Nothing had beendefer-' th_s"turtnoil. Oh. already knew these thrdugiaout the ordeal• We can be sure
group, so I proposed mat the leaders of to fulfdl the Great Comm_ss_op . tress f()r my people to secarate us. I. mined_ but t was informed the cnurcn th_qgs,.butwe can know that something.- He will fulfill His.will and gl_'e us himself
the three groups come together,get me Shor ly af er this.planningmeeting my. was shutting qerout of my concern My. wou d ]orobaby close and should keep _sso'w_thout having rea_y learned it. " to leanucon when fiothing else has sue-
past settled,and determine direction for wife and I attended a zone overnight re- 'church was drain "_ga!l of my emotions _tto myself. . ' " " .I learned that God is the same today stance• Praise His holy name! _I'

!. • . • • " • ' - ,. : ' • • , . " , ' " • " ' " " " voted Out He had agood record previousy'and ' " ' • '
• h or be n to Understand the man " . son woud be that nthe Church of the Nazarene a • . ' -( on handled thngs d fferent y perhaps th_ngs ther I worst t e m e ga " " : -, ',, ......... ..,,.,.-,an was hardhead or a nut talked to h m on the ,.

• , wou dn t have degenerated• : . character m Franz Kafka s novel, The Thai.The them e :; • move like !hat _snt .smart" _ ,_ _ .__;._ ,,_4;,,,_,_,_o aa,, a few months after he had to leave• He ..
The d;J hest art was that no one Seemed to have ' of the stor s hat the ma ncharacter s always on . " • no_ objectively create an atmosphere where _ _,_n _"_"'_ I".,'":._ .L ., "''--S "h': on'; -ers0n in thet g p ' • Y . • - - . " ' ' ' ..... " nchul'chwitho'ut eo- creaane_oame[na_:_w_ _ _ yP '

any specf b complaint, nor could anyone come Up tnal for. his life but is rzever told what. the charges are _ can deliberately.take a m_sso P ..• . . -. - ...... ,; : -........ ,_, ,,..--,-,,,,._,,,,, ,-,,,.-c. _ ..... -- "-_-- ...... -_ "" w w ' know" he th nks ' " e wonderin why We Seem {o be moving ever so i " entir'e Churcn of the Nazarene who naa ca_eo, anu' with any re,_, ,_=u. ,,-,_,._ _ ,,.,.... ._,.,.up_u_t_ _n,n_ . rln_Hy, _}_ _emenceu. i_o . _ ...... : : ' _ . . P , g • .... . ..... • _L _....... , ,., ,h h m have some other letters from pastor . .....
.... r an excuse t but h sentence s to never know what the charge s : ." . • •" • sl()w y 0 th_ right d rect on,.bUt t s my nutnu_u._p,_r ,'"=" .""" ." _-' ,-.._ ....-, ,,.... ;_ _,a _,,-,*,&th=r " '', _gosslp. That _snot on. accusatl.on o --_ . s . . • . .... : . . • . , ,_ - --- -, ,_,^.h_,inht nf hi_ ca Trienos aolnq mrougn [rl,_,s ,1,,,, ,a,.,,,,u ,= ,.,.......... • '

J ..... " ' " hsoccurred It s ho earecordof • • andthat tw0Udbeconsiderecla, stepup, itmight emp y . -; '
• .. After the:one-year .ca!l was complete, the,D.S, cam e church where._ _. - .'- ' • P .'---, ..... • " _ ,-......... ,.,-,,,_, _,nrl would a :more Churches aild work _ecause when.he was going through College o!,

and to d me he wou a not approve my ca . WRy'.. , now at..tlmes _oa works. Know.... my streny_n_, _nu •. ' uu [na_ w= .............. .lant . " sern na_ ne'-was' "-'"_u,ua 'red _.-,reacnerenu..t_.r_sn rosen •
n rat on' was to G e me s e- sensb ke the'rest of us admit to some weak- ." have healthier new churches .......... ry _ ; - " s" n another

. - . asked" Youradm st .. _" Y .-P • Y " • .. - . ' ' ..... rCh of.the Nazarede there is to my know ;" on y for the m_n_s!ry,llnonassome K s• c_fics; After some lengthy genefaht_es ! became pain-, nesses. Wdh that in.m_nd I can say concluswely that I .... Inthe Chu
• .... • .... hin ne_er would have Cons dared o nqto the church l ... ". l'. edne no machinery or service'to: help a manwho ]s , field_ he, still is hurting because emPloyers are leary of, .

fully aware that there were no specl{ics. Not _ .g . . . ^ - .... g • - , . , c.. _,-: • " : . . _',, ,_ __ ,:,.._=I h_v_ _nrn_ tear stained letters fi'om ' .a man who does not have an up-to-date w0rk.re`c0[d. .
against my character, I was assured: NO conduct i now serve unt _oe numeleo me comp_e_eJy-,-nu do- . . .. our. in my H_... ........... _ ---" • - ' " "'n And what went • .

• . Unbecoming---no, no, nothing like that at all. The tub•. Sblutely: The reason w0uld not be I_ride;.the realrea- -i • • • a good!pastoi" who hit atough sttuat_0n and. was • .,n the !ype of work he ,s seeKi g......, i. . :

6 " : : "i "' "
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wrong an_,way in the m_n_strv? "What's'wrong'_" I was Perhaos. nowever, if there were more deaths there " By himseif. My point is that there needs to De some* Make plans th_med_ately to do whatever you can to
_ asked by me .emo oy _nenl interwewer..".You are the would be more resurrections, Poor rationale, bLJt aer- one. somewhere to help ministers who are eying and' keep going. Do what _s honorable anddon't" cry about

,fifth m_n_ster I have had in here this yeaC This _s not naps _t makes .the poir]t clear that only the Lord can h_ed to be resurrected. (I am aware that some do noI what _s going on. Take whatever work you,q,_n. AdviSe

merely "all too common" but.rather t Js a wayof life_n ' ..help the dying man. Yet that is not entirely true, God Want help from the church, They are too bitter.) Some the Lord of your _mmed_ate plans and keep going
the Church of the Nazarene and no one Wants to'talk .called Lazarus from the grave. He neard the Lord's are inept and are difficult _o.help. That's evident:But ' Keep your conlacts w_[h leaders. If you get a !etter
about it very mucn voice and recognized it, and responded.'lf we believe - •

" Please,do not accuse me of rancor or o_tterness.'l'm "n fr6e moral agency, We are stuck With the deduction there are many who have good records who are "out from a general superintendent that says he will he o
east that, Nor do I wist_ to draw attention to myself. It that I_azarus didn't have to come foi:lh _He knew and' " " . " and need caring'help._ and. have. nowhere to turn. It's youand notiq_ng happens--don't blame him. The or-

I _s ta_ng allthe courage-I'have to type"this, and to trusted the Voice that called him. and responded, Out I, worse than dworce. Dworce ts no longer a shame ganizatlon doesn't lend itself well to fitting an outsider

express my concern . " " - There are g[oups divorcees can join. Some.good, back in 1 do not think _t's.lair. but don't fignt i£Sit
dt a way,ttTat someone else mfght hecarfie, and I,thinkJt is significant that we are never . ; . somerset so good. There are groups for children of down _nd read the life el Joseph and then realize thai

" see or near Howev'e[ I have learnea one very dear los- lold oy what means. I have always wor_dered how'a " " divorcees, kelp for the divorced is abundant, Most " God has a plan. Realize that the Bible stones we

son. No one can ever again fnreatema roan w_th death man bound hand and foot "came forth." But I never cnurehes have a group of divorcees and pride them- preach can have a Dresent-day reality that might touch
I WhO nasa ready died and been resurrected!'l am.talk- wondered very long on that point .I.am more con- selves on how they love them. They are accepted as you--personally. If it does. thank God for _t. I can as-

}ng about the death of a caf'eer, dreams reputahon. •cerned with why he didn't, like Jesus. dome 'forth equals, although at times'there arises some awkward sure you that at'so_e point _n t_me there wdl come a
.t_ stand_ng among peers, and all that. goes w_tn _t. clean and with me graveclothes neatly folded and lef't " ' . " i" situation. But a pastor who is "out" ,sn't afforded the sense of His presence that c:alms the panic and brings

For the man facing:such a s_tuation _n the church he behind. The lesson It Seems to me. is that God
same measure of acceptance. Oh. everyone _s.polite. " the security that came to the disciples on the sinking

has nowhere to turn Tl_e very organization that says wanted man to be involved.vvith.resurrection.:l gave 15ut that hardly fills the bill for an aching heart. boat. Youwill never know tnat feeling "of 'security until
."come unto me" is suddenly silent. No d_strict supenn- him life--you unwrap n_m _ . Death is usually unwelcome, I have some sue- your sh_p berths to s_nk. You w_ll never hear "Come
tendent can risk'offenng a man, who _s :'out •. to.a , There is the smell of death mot'attends resurrection.. ,gestions for those who are facing that death of being forth" 0nhl you are a dead duck. It's at th_s point, with
"good" congregation. In many cases I am sure this is It seems _mphed frbm the record that .there were many. - Voted out or have already been voted out. The churc.h all the inefficiency !ack of concern and callousness.

-:- wise. But where.is.the man to go, and from.whom will" who never belie_,ed Lazarus was the same berson put " " odes not nave an agency to tu_;n to for.continued sol- that the same denomination that turned you 5ut will
xhe seek heID?.Are his. past years Of serk, ice worthless? into [ne ground--that there was some trick involve_ . ,ary or emergency funds until you can get going again oe that'same church that unwraps the ;'mummy and

Even Ihe most mediocre worker _n todays•society has lust.as w_l_ Jesus. In the church Jt seems very evident You are on your own. Don't fight ft..The organization becomes a part'of your resurrection. [I make a differ-
:'rights." The union stands ready-to ne p.'ln'the cDurch that there are many who fee a man can never come .. . at this point [s nqt wnere your help comes,from. But ence at th_s point between church and organ_;;ahon ),
there is no suc_ avenue., Pastor/nones suddenly are back. 8u! then he does and he lives. BUT THERE your help willcome. . • .. . The o_ganization can gnn(J usto L_its--but when a .

busy. Don t get toodose to Lazarus, No one knows " MUST BE SOMEONE HANDY.TO UNWRAP ]'HE- What I sa_d wa_..the organization is ihot where your. church is Spiht-f!lled and Spirit-led, resurrection and
what he has and _f s killing.him. If you get _nvo_ved ST/NK{NG'MA, _. AND EREE HIM'Only Jesus had the help comes from at th spO h. Your he,,3 comes from new birth become the order of the day and the pa_ns '

• ; you m_gnt catch his disease and o_e too power to.lay down His hfe and to take it up again all . an unquenchable faith that you are st_ll God's man. of .sick,q'ess and death fad_ (n the light of day-when " . ..

i . ,. , , . "" =
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, A Superintendent's "Paperwork" ,,',o odandfro=,,mt wo, al,outf g toa,,concomedand",knewthe ord wad,orme."an,hefor His glory. I_ prayLng_tervently.thot GOdwill open theproper Odor chorusgoes. Ireceived [heworst vote _nm_"last _astorate(1979) of
.i . " for Brether and Sister Bradleyand.thatHe willleadthe right pastel" all the 36 years I pastored bul God poureclHLSlove inand through

. , _ to yourchurch.I truth'believe'He:w=tldo both, me till.I was able to ministerright On for aboui _t5 moPemonths,

i Mrs. Joyce Hyde' rm happy to tel you and Gary the throughmany trials, tempte- L_t'sholdsteed]pondrefuseto allowSatanto poisonourettLt_Jdes- victoriously,evento the 25 p_oplewho voted,against)m_._ helpffd8OTBrookheveeCircle : t=ons,enoveryd_ff=cultsiuatonsett_meswhensomebeop[emls= towdrdanyone,Thesearepetdoustinlesoverywhere. fmconvinCed meandHea_ntago_f_pastorto|o]lowmewhe:nlleft_n'd'_echurch •" has madesome line 9regress.Godknows how to'help usprcac,,llers• -

l , She_eywlle,TN 37:160 " " understoodand misjudged, God's gtac.e has been gloriously erie- the devilworks at times even throegh good people_ncreatingmis-

" Dear';Jo_'ce: t. - quote andHe has pouredHis love in and through me until allpraise understandings and misjudgment.'etc., So thet he can disnJpt .the end He knows how to he_pthe church. Including how to deal with

unity and/or progress of the chur_;h._ln.theId{itfew yearsI'veknown those who manifest attitudes and actions {hat are unchristltke and

to Him):!'vdbeen vicfo,doosand triumphant through if all I know Ha of manypastors being voled eut-_-doubflessat times somepeople contraryto the spirit and.doctrineel hohness. .
" " I'_pprecia o verymuch your el er of _une3rd and apologize for w=[Lgiveyoubothcourage,grace, and love[n the midstef alto,aliens .

not answenng you sooner,bLJtI Staycovered up_nworkhere inthe =harid out of the churchso that you.too, can be. "moPe.thancon, were justifiedin votingno a_ldat timessomewere not,but we have Joyed. rem,embffrsome blunc(etsare from the.heart"and some
office end on the roadto the churchesove_"toe o_smctfor services querors througnh_mthat lovedus."as St. Paul said. • • bepray for our-pastore rindchurches,for God to defeat Sat_ and -from thehead--and God :who knOweththe hearts" (asPeter said) .

,and board meetings--not .complaining ust explainng see us all throughthesedifficulttimes, ,. • certaintyknows the difference. And Ha wiJIjudge and deal with ,
• I regretso much thatthe setuahonat yourchumh has developed.

: ' l " Yes. r cfommenllseryou and Ga_. Joyce l" hod hod the oppor- .totheextentthat theeaster-peoplerelationshiphas beenaffected as t truly believeGOdw_dt_ke careof Brotherand SisterBradley.w_ll people ecoorO!ngly.That fact?eally helps me to keep people end
, , , beat their hurt.and will I_ovide for themanother asstgnmantin His. circumstances that I can't understand in better i_rspectiveand

tup_ty-tospeak with you that Weenesoayn=gnt,I meant to tell you ithas,rva triedto staycloseto theBredleysbyte)ephoheandlet ers " . kingdom work. I also believe God .willhelp you fine people, rm proper.beTanee,so"faras my feehngsand attitudesare concerned.
" how _nuc_ yourJ3nghtcountenance, Christian smile, and nodding {treeand ag_n. Then I've {ned tomln_,sterto the church on two praying that the revival this week.with Brother Henderson w'i_'bea God bless_'ou.I loveand appreciateyou and Gary and thankGod

yoqr head in assen, o my preaching meant to me. Youand Gary Wednesday n_ght services and in three board meetings..I have mighty,woederfulrefreshLngof _e_eeencaoftheLord--thet souls thet youbo hhavegvenyour heads, Ires, and a[antsto Jesus and .were an msp_raton o me_s=tlmg thereon the second pew to my. sought to help both lhe Bradleys and the church to commit every- - " "
i' " right anddnnking =nme message.Last week afterthe boardmeehng thing to God and keep trust in Him and love for eachother upper- wi.qbe 9dyedand sanctified,e_l thet hearts end lives.andattLtudes thQChurch. Be faithlul and steadfast n the Lord;.keep sweet pod.

I tried" to cat! you. freq] a"sti'eet phone before leavin_ town, but and dispOsitionswill be wonderfullycared for b_/God's redeeming kind in yourattitudes:continue _bbe _ vit,_lpart o) yourlocalchurch.
• evidently no one was dt hor_e. . most, Oh, how Satan theves on ge['tingmisunderst_mdingsend and purifyingpower. . Youneed thechurchand the churchneeds you.,

• ieelings crossw se among God's people. I'm confident his greatest The Word.of GOdsays. "Greateris he that Is in you. than he that ' ' . ' .';' JoyCe.Ipraise GOdfor what Hedid for _,outnree years ago endior strategy,against the church IS to create.Internal unrest and n=s- :
' Ga_ more reoehtty.Isn't ii great to know JesuS!Ill neverregret the 'is in.theworld."3esussaid•_'lnthe wori_yeshallhavetdbelatlon:bur Yourfdend in Jesus,

• sansionamong themembersand between _e congregationand the -
day I met Him an_ later He sanctified n_eand has wondrouslykept easter. " be of goo_ cheer;,t haveovercomett_eworld." Selieveit. Joyee and , .

, " Gary, God willtake careof His own.Don't'worry endf_et-,_becon- " - Doyle C. Smith
meacroseal heseyears--pra_seHisname_ But. Joyca, wehave to prsy for each Olher,aod amld our hurts for domed.yes andprei/muct_andlr'UstGodwhbismightlerthanSatan Superintendent. EastTennessee
°The_d_torhaschangedthe_ames=nthisbetterexceptthatof nov.Sm_ln " someand diseppoiotmentsin otherswa n_ustby allmeanscomm=t: to overrule Satan's efforts. - . _districtChurch of the Nazarene -
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me gravecloth is •removed from your face and like ...spoKe To me and said. :'So am I." A dialog0e began :Ths new rock-bottom assignment was the begin- out--death is not a permanent state. The God of
Lazarus you can again'see your Lord and know He that lasted until the sun began to set and m'y feet n_ngof an exciting resurrection The church has grown. Lazarus still lives and _ssttll _nthe resurrection bust-
always has a plan for your life. Don't fear deatl_- it is a were nearly frozen _ - ' - by leads and bounds. If ha_ing a wall full 'of wood hess: ,
prelude to the command• Come forth." , Out of that confrontation with the Lord came an at- plaques with engraved brass• plates oh them is•any . --Name._viihheld

n the midst of my ['lK,ihg death" a friend called• He firmatton of all that f h#d learned and livee and measure"of success• then I'm it. My church has re-
I had been 6onverted under my minis, ry years Be- " preached. I said to the Lord "1will.try again, If You will ceived every award that is.olfered.at the assembly. FoR REFLECTION "

fore He was a successful businessman now. We went help me get a call, will take whatever comes. If no .. I wonder--why,_has Jthappened to me? What have Summat;_ze_he problem of this case in a two.to lunch and t shared the offer from the banker which call comes, will You honor my work that I set my hand done that the Lord should resurrect my ministry'? I re- t.• . sentence st_ltement. "
I mentioned earlier. He assured r_e it was a tremen- " to so that I can provide a home for my family?" jelce.at His mercy wlth'a Keer awareness that I am - -
aous of?or,, that he knew the man and that"it wash Returning home we called a D.S. again. He would . , not worthy, Am I wrong in feeling thts is not the usual 2. Sort out the various theolo'gical'interpretations the
once-in-a-Ifletime career offer Twice my friend st,arted like to have me on the district but had nothing corn- thing? Why is _tI get tne uneasy feehng,mat the Lord ,_uthor makes• Do you agree or disagree with his
to say something and•then stopped. Later he told me mensurate wrth my abilities and standing (what stand- has done this ifi spite of the denominational machJn-" theological affirmations? _ . .
he was going to offer.mea parmersntp in his business ing?). I hadtold him frankly what my circumstances .ery, not'because of if? It seems to me as I wew many 3. Is the aOthor s observations about the'church's lack

(which J would have taken Immediatelyl But he f_lt. • were. J also told him that f.woutd.take anything. He - .-, of my unfortunate b[ethren that mere dug m to be an- of struct_[e and service to the "out" minbster accu-
checked, . .said the only thing open was an "opportunity."' I told . . diner way--a better way, rate? -. .

, , , On the way home my silent was troubledand I took - him immediately I would take it. He said I h,_d better I c_nnot•help but wonder--why me? There are at " 4. Evaluatethe author's references-to and _nter-
• an old road home. A winding_ twisting, two-lane tratl near the details. I told him; "In all due respect, the de, , thiS,Writing several good men-whom I know Personally pretatipn of scriDture. • . .

that J hadn t tra.veled ir: 15 or 20 fears• As the r0ao tails, are'Just that .-_.dotal s. VVhatever the circum- _,, who have been'voted out and.are withering away at 5.'. How does the.author's wife fit into this •painful pic-
unfolded I.noticeda cemetery, that I had never seen stances. I will come." , secular jobs wondenng, "Where ts the Dr0mised help ." ture? What do we,know of hersuffer_ng or support

• before so.I turned, aside and drove in. The far side of . . The "details" included adequate,buildings in a good the Lord gives.that we.preached about all these". - of her husband? Whm more information •would be
the cemetery .eve(looked a beautiful ;)lain. I could see location•• More inViguing, there w&s a $1 000 a month - .years?" Some ai'e bitter` Du! most are forlorn and be- hetofu}?
cattle snow-covered barns, fences• horses. Adog mortgage payment and a-membership o! four c0upfes, wildered. I cai_ only tell them that God has not failed, I
barked in the dtstance, f was alone with_Tly aching The D,S. toldme I could back out. But I t_ld him that I haven't.the guts to say out. loud that the church has ' 6. If you were chairoerson of a committee to designa
soul and the Liord " ' " ,. had promised the Lord I would take the first•call re- failed, but I Wonder` i's it. true? Are vve failing, and what• placemer_t service and/o/: care ministry for!'clergy

Someone had,made a cross out Of two fence posts gardless-of ' details•" Even as I said it, I didn't really are We going to do-about it? " " wno are "out.' what are the main ideas_/ou would
and Dut'_t up. It Was.lopsided. too snort, twisted• Any- : believe the Lord would require me to start over` Bul Perhaos my wow of the church is. faulty• It is.my . - propose t.o me committee?
one could •see that the posts were rejects, so crooked, startover is wnat I did. Starting all,over brings a hu- earnest pra'fer,.nowever, that if there isa beU:er way, l! 7. Consider the "sidebar' articles accompanying this

- mey ¢o_Jldn't be used. Rejects, ha. Iknow about ..... " " • " 'mtl_typrewously unknown• and cunously enough a so- will.be found, but if not.{ can hold out this uneouivocal letter. What.(_omplementary ideas ao they sLiggest?
rejects--i'm an expert on mat SUbleCt.'And the Lord curity 3reviously unknown, hope to the church that is dead or the man who _s 8, What questior_s'do you have that.we.left 0ut?

i P otectin,, Invest nts ........... "
of Strugglingand burhng he sensed that h_sd_stnctsupenm between taking anothe_church or going mtc-ayear s tntern-. _

me : • _tendent must be receiving telephone calls from the "other ship in the chaplain_'." he went foi" the "year, off" !rom. i= .n_

! , _ . . . : . . .. - _r side" and that worse than.that he'mustbe'be 6ving Whathe church-type pastoring: He still needed to heal. become __e

:.__ |t"was our monthly meeting of tRe Pastoral'Counsal[ng brother, We had been aValable to h m. Yet wllat he Wanted " i heard W th'coachlng h:omthe chapa n f.;end he set out to Whoe and understand how,hiehad gotten hih_selfinto.such" __e ".-'un-branwash" his distric{superintendent.He finally felt as a mess. " . " ' . ' ' -. ..' . ."' .. "
e= II Semlnar. a time.and, place _e provide for several,loca 'most was help from his own den()minaton, from one of h s • _ thou._hhe got through with a fair presentation of the facs Whenl heardmy brother tell how easy it was foi' him:to =

, . =e n_inisters!to gather and share about themselves and thi_ir "own who was speciallytra ned n he p ng h m sort ih ngs out. _" and was bptter understood and mo_'eappreciated. He still find help. t jealously' Wondered.'How much longer will we
., . __e ministry. Here they find thecaring support and gentle con- " n'further discussion these factsbecame available"(1) ItWas t was under colossal ressures, and he and his famil were cont_ue'to let'our Investment in our pestors_andtheir fami- =-

' =e front&tion of peers•. Somet(mes cases are discussed well known to him that he or an memberofhis(am could 'hurtni]bady.NowoPnlder, whencgnfrontedwithtbeYhoJce lieSgo unprotected? • - ' --Nar_ewit#held _
'.Several'timeswe'velookedatchurchProblems,Now.that"receivehelp'In'atimeofeds_ (2)t.wasknown tYat'hls.. :, :.- • . •.... • .. •: . , " , .' "' ,. . . • . - ;-= trustis building occasionallyonewillshareaporsonalpmb- : distrlctsu " dntendentwasihecontact ers'onA honeca • '
,em:Th smomngw,ho=wem ngapa'storopnedu;and,,ou,dbd b,m'thenameofaua,f eduno  ),twas' " * * ** ** * * * * * *** * =

=" shared."Yoeknowho_ skepticalef psychologyl waswhen known'thatafter referralthedsthct'superintande'ntWo,ld. ,:' ' • Out You: : Go!" " " ' .... =i
" _"• we started these.meetings. Well. things•arechanging; I got "work on the church probem and"et the tourise or'dea W th

' ; intotroub!e In the cht_rch.Some key familieshaveleft,They" the personalstressassoclate_lw ththe churchstuation.(4). "" " "' " : ' " "i" .:': "' "". by Clifford chew,-Jr... ..'..."... ' " .- ..i,- . :: i" _ must have contactedmy d strict leader becausehe called ff was kr)own thattherewouldbeno chargefor ths Sew co:
..__ me to talk 'about It: t_e _.been.ugder tremendouspressure'.' The denominationass,Jmedit as pert of their investmer_tin •

these pastweeks: I havent been sleeping._tall. t seemsas " the ministersendtheir families ' , ' ' . ' ' ".... " " " , ' -" • '" " "" " " ' : " " ' ." .
• ,._ : . . . y rn Y • Y.. O g .....
I _, .ifbltmytmeand.energitsspentthnkngabouttheproblem M fdendca ab theolhe_'da He'sd in muchbetter. - _o they voted himout.'What.a foice. His business sense matched" the atmospherehe createSin the room:andwhattf dnythinglcandoaboutit, t'sbeen hur/Jng.the . He knows that he and hs famiy wil have to leave the _ shametore_,eryone.Theylost a ,. that of a schoolboyon his tirst ctate_ in which it tsserved,soag°odseFmon _

_. whole family•.lt finallygot.so bad I called the distdctleader church.His wifehas i]0ne with him to seethe psychologist. " • Oddpmache_:He osth s Confidence a I love and roses " , s testeless"ln the wi'ong atmosphere -=g , ,. , , . . , , • - , • •
=.." and askedhim for the nameof a psychiatdst, coudsee He" It hasrelievbd her ssures too The are _nn to• .... . . _ .. .: y. .beg g . What was the tro be?Wasu .thim Where did he gowrong? Twoways"., and tn a soppy program,. • . _

" gaveme a name and telephonenumber,whichI called.The understandhow such.a .nee couplegot themselvesinto •
1 _ man.isaPt_D, tnpsychologyandordalned pray der_omnaL...Sucha mess. They th{nk it Isa oorr_:tibe fl_,wso that it' " Orwasifthem?,Wasit neitl'ierorboth? In 'not recognizing his weak areas " "And'the churchlost aoood pre;,ch-

i _ :tion. We setupan appotfitmentdghtaway.Iwant to seehim needn'thappanagain inthe next pastorate. :In this case it wasignorance on both ' andadmitting them , er.Ehe next one may have other tal- _ " "
parts. , • ". . In not .beingable to recognizeand.• - ents. but none will.be skilled in-all: ,_

=e (three-hourdrive)and it hbs done me.a'wodd of good. My In contrastI know of another situationwhem.a pastor in 'He "was _awonderful pi'eachier; usepthers:to fillthese weak areas areas,and I_raachingis.the most ira- =e= "problems.am..still...them..I probeblywi, st ,tl,haveto leavethe our dehorn naton went under "two-thi__rds._"............H_ wa,_hurt nno •
z _, _church soon, It justhelpedimmenselytorfalk.tosomeoneof ".and didn't know whatto do or to whomto turn. Hefell back • skilledin the Word and me arts of de- He had thegreatesttalent needed in portant" of alia pastors'sktifs.. •==

• _ my denominationwhois trainedto helppaop_esoft out their on seeinga chaplainfdenda few times.The b,haplalndidn't livery;a master`Butthere it ended." our chUrchtoday:the ability to.preach - - - '.. - •
:-- - - _--_oblemP_-Best-of-a! -my2denominatiooaLbossLL%,_t,qLmy_._derstandtheJ:lenomnationata ;'ThechPplainsent him to " ! _ In.singing and so.ngleadinghis skill the Word; but he'.ruined the dime- So they vet60him out. They both.

. =e lder_dandhelpingme and the congregaton'to'sette things' a psychiatristfor a couple of vs ts The psychiatristdldn;t--_ --.... mi_chTe_:ltl_at.of_a-du-_kleadingacag ,c_C--spherein which-hepreached=it.". made_a mistake_m_ltheY' both !ost..-
_e: clown." • "..' . , ' . - : - ' charge,him eithbr,-(Snce t}'_ church'qu t pay ng h}m his sal- ' : full:of canaries. In organization he waS-'' Just like 'a good cook can ruin a Couldthey havetalked it out? Preach- e_

' =" : Hebreathedasighof.reliefandso_idwe Wefet.forour 'ary there was noway to afford treatment) After sorn'etJme " ;_. •,., ...... , • ' • - paddlinga canoe trying to lead a task meal by the way-he sets the table and •;ers are hard to talk to,
_.. .... ._ ,... .. . . - ...... ?. • - . • " . .

01" (DII_IIOII•Ile_I•fl•IIQIIIDII•IIIIIIIDIIOII•II•IIO •ll•lt•l •_i_e_0_0_0i_a_(D_0_•_•_•_•_Q_I_e_•_HD_!Q_•_e_I_•1_•I_0_ IDLIIDII• •ll_ll_ll•ltell•_ _i•_•_•i_•_•_0_o_et_D_(D_T•_•_(D_Q_Qi_Q_e_i•_I_•i_D_•_D_•_•_Du0_0_•_0_Q_•_•_i_[•_@_•_i_i_i_i_•iI•iI•_•_@_•_t_•_•_ _•II•I}•_JQ
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THE MINISTER'S STUDY .....
. . • • " ...

. . . . ,

J

I

.Study demands humili Arro::- . - ganceand a teachable spirit
., are mutuallyexclusive.

. . on gates and doorposts and bound to the wrists so that

" " - ' • -, . " . _' ' " " "_ "they shell be'as frontlets between :/our eyes" (Deut.

LJ " '- 1"J_18,RSV) The p_Jrpose.ofthAt instruction was tO
• " ' .:. .... " . ' " ' -direct the mind repeatedly and regulerly in certain
" .- " " ' '" ' " " modes of thought about God and human relations. A

' _.__Jl_ rosaryor a preyerwheel has the same objective in mind.

_i_._d__[_--.J O_" _'_,__ _,r-_._.-..___ :=_'- - ,..-5-.....,.,, OfcQurse, the New Testament:replacesiews writtenon

• _ : ' " " " " " Photo by Glimpse of Time • the doorposts'with laws written onthe heart and leads

: " " us te Jesus, our ever:present and inwardTeacher.

• made it unmistekebly clear that it is the knowledge of - We mustonce again emphasize that the ingrained
the truth that will set us free. "You will know the truth• hebits of thought that are f0rmecl will conform to tl?e

and the truth will make you free" (John 8:32, RSV}. order of the thing being studied. Whatwe stuOydeter.-
• ' - •- Good feehngswillnot free u's,Ecstatic experiences will ' mines Whatkind of habi|s are tobe formed.That iswhy.

: " " ' " " not free us. Getting•"high on Jesus" will not .free us. Paul urged us to.center on things that are true, honor-
',_ _ " " by.RichardJ. FOste_ " Without a knowledge of the truth, we will not be free. able, just, pure, lovely,and gracious,

.• , Thisprincipieistrueinevery.areaofhumenendeavor. The process that occurs in study should be dis-
"} : It is true in biology and mathematics•It is true in mar- tinguished from meditation. Meditation is devotibna_:
_- - -. .... riages andother human reat unships.But it is especially study is anelytcal. Meditation will _'elisha word; study

' i . " . - - . .- _ . . . truein referenceto the spirituel life. Many are hampered will explicateit. " ". . " - " -and confused in the spiritual walk by simpl_ ign0rence Although meditation and study often overlap and
" of the truth• Wor._eyet,many havebeenbrought into the function concurrently, they constitute tWOdistinct ex-ile that studieson!ymen. w_/_get mebodYof knowledge• praise.' think about these things" (Phil• 4:8, RSV, itelics • . .

without the souL"and he that studies only bo'oEs, the added).The disciplineof studyis the primary vehicle to most cruel bondegeby false teaching. "Youtraversesea periences. Study provides a certain :objective frame-
soul without.the body He that to what lie sees. adds bring us to "think about these things.'_Therefore. we " " and land to make a single proselyte, and when he be-' work within which meditation can sUccessfu!lyfur{ct!on;

• observation, and to what he reads, reflection, is'in the shoule rejoice thatwe are not left to our own devicesbut . .comes'aproselyte, you make him twice as much a child In study there are two "books" to be studied: verbal
[ight road to knowledge, provided.that inscrutinizing the have been_given this means of God's gract_-for the of hell as yourselves" (Matt. 23:15, RSV). and nonverba!. Books and:lectures, therefore, consti-
hearts of others, he negldcts not his-own.--Caleb changing of our inner spirit. ,Letustherefore apply ourselves to learningwhatcon: tute only half.of the- f eld of study, perhaps less• T_e
Colton • ManyChristians remein in bondage lo fears and anx- stitutes the spiritual discipline of study, to identify, its world of nature and, most important, thecareful obser-

ieties simply,beceuse they .do not avail themsel_.,esof . . pitfalls, to. practi(_e-it vVithicy; and t(_ experience the. vation_'=Ofevents and.actions are'the pdmary nonverbal• - fields of study. . -
The,purpose of the Spir!tuel Disc=plinesis the total •the discipline of -study•They may be faithful in church liberation it brings, " " " - _ " The principal task of study is a perception into the

transformation.of the person. It aims at replacing old. attendence and earnest-infulfilling their religiousduties " What is Study? " h Ch "i-eality of;.a given situation, encounter, book, etc. (_ne .
destructive hebitsof thought with new, life-givinghebits, and still they are not cnange_i am not here speeking Study is a specific.kind of experience in _v ' person could go through, f(_re_(anlple,the Waterga_te.

, Nowhere _sth s purpose more c ear y seen than n the :on y of those who are going through mere.re ugou through careful observation of objech_/estructureswe.__ . .. _ , scandal without any p_rceptiorlwhatever of the real
discipline of study.The epostle Pault_lls JS.thatthe way forms, but of those who are genuinely seekiRgto wor- • " . - ' cause ,tnoclghtprocesses to move ,n aci_aln I_a;_sHewre"_qature Of that tragic•si.tuation.BUt ira persOn would
we are transformed....is through.the renewal of,the mind ship and obey Jesus Christ as Lord.and Master, They haps we study a tree or book. We se , e . . ,:,carefully observe and reflect upon what was occurring,
(Rum.12:2). The mind usrenewed by applying _tto those maysing w_thgusto, pray.in the Spirit, ve as obediently do our thougl?tprocesses take on an order conforming he would learn a great deal.
things that will transform it. "Finally brethren, whatever as they know how,even receive divine visions and reve- to the order in the tree or book. When done with con-
is true, wherever is •honorable,whatever is just; Whet-• lations: and yet the tenor of their lives remains-un- centration, perception, and repetition, ingrained habits Four Steps

•ever is._ure, whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, if changed•.Why?Because they havenever taken up one of thought ar_ formed. " . Study involvesfour steps:The first is repetition. Rep-
thereis any excellence, if.there is any!hing wbrthy of of the centralways.Goduses to chengeus: study,Jesus . The Old Testamentinstructs that.the laws be wntten etition is a _vay (_f regularly channelingthe mind in a

• . ., r • . . . . " .
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specific dlrectior thus _ngraln_ng habits of. thougt_t _ exacting art _nvolving a labyrinth of details• The mulct the Scripture"we come to be cnanged, not to amass
Repetition has received something of a bad name, tOday: obstacle is convincing people that they must learn to information - .
tt is important, however: to reahze that sheer repetition _ _------_] study: Most people assume that because they knoW We must un_erstanc however, thai avast difference

without even L_nderstanding what is being repeated _.ll - - hbw to read words they kr_ow how to study. Thisllmited exists between the. study of/_Scrio]ure and the eevo-

does affect the"inner mind. Ingrained.habits of thought . . grasp of ,the nature of study explains why so many tional read_ng of Scripture. In the study of Scripture a
" _ " '. people gain so little from reading books: . n_gh priority is placed upon interpretal_on--what it

10):canbeThatfOrmed.isthebYcentralrepetiti0nrationaleal°nethUSbehlhdChahglngpsycnocy.behav- .. _- : " " Three intrinsic .,andthree•, extrinsic rules govern the means: in the devotional' reading of Scripture a high
• " bernetics, which trains the ir/dividual.to repeat certain succes_,ful study of a book. priority iS place_l upon application_what it means for

affirmations regularly (e.g f love Myself dnc._nditior/a,lly) . , - , , The fnthnstc, rules may in the begmn_ng neeessita,te me. In study we are not seeking spiritual ecstasy; in lact.
It is not even imp,0rtant _hat the person be eve what he / \ .... . .. " _./._ - . J o . three separate.readings but in time can be done concur- ecstasy can be"a.hlndrance. Whbn:vve study a t_ookof
is •repeating, 0nly_that it be relbeated. The nner mnd s ,,, J ' \t_- 1 "_ • ._-._J" ! (_ • ' J rently. The first reading, involves understanding the , - "

. ,Oook:w, t,stheauthorsayiog?These ondread,ng- thus trained and will eye0tuaUy respond by modifying • / . ir_vOJvesin_terpretir_9 the book: what does the author A vast difference exists be-
behavior fo conform to :the affirmation..,This principle ' ( "_-'_-J " /_( '_'_"_ P _\ - mean'_Theth_rdreadlnginvolvesevaluatingthebook: s .
has, of course, been known for centuries tO0)9nly re- _.._/ ' /:"_V__" - ' tween-the study of Scripture
cently has it received scientific confirmation,- , __ _='_\f" . " V "X" _ _ the author ngbt or wrong? Most of us tend to do the

t " That is why the issue of television programming is so _"l'_----r-h-'mI / . _, ,. / , _ _. third i'eadlng first and often never do the first and sec- ond the devotional reading of
, ,mortant.W th nn merabmurderscommittedeach1111 " "t ' . ond read,ngsat a. Weg,vea critical•analysisofaboo

evening on prime-time TV, the repetition al0ne will trair_ I: I[ -_'_'[- • - ' ./ . " / - ( " before we understand what it says.We judge a book to -Scripture. - "be right or wrong before.we interpret its meaning. The

_ the in"er:mind in destructive thoug'ht patterns Atthe ,_. _u__/ t :. " •
tim:eof this writing there i_ a case in the couris in whiqh II ':U _ I. 1// \._/ ) _, : wlse writer of Ect;lesiastes said that there is a time for - :• : . every mat|er Under.hen,van and the time for critical anal- the Bible we are seekihg to be controlled by the intent of
the defense is claiming that the cause of a teenager . u _\ " _ 'f " ".I I " ys s of a book.comes after:careful understand=rig ann the author..We.are determined to hear wtlat heis saying.
killinghsgrandfatherwa-sihls'watchngcrme°ntee" ' )J_ _:1 \: interpretation., what we would like bi'm to say. We are wtl[ing.to pay

Co " . : • . . : ',_.._ I _':'_"_ "_F"_'_ /_ the price ol barren day alter barren da'y ant I the mean-v s on " " ) " ' " ' selves inadequate To read successfully we need the- _ng)s'c_ear' This _rocess revoiutiontzes o_]r lives•ncentration is t_e second step in study• If, in addi- ) The'intnns_c rules of study, however are" =n them- not

tion to bringing the mind repeatedly.to me subject extrinsic aids of experience, otl]er books, ann live d_s- The apostle Peter found some tl_ings inthe Epistles of
matte_ tne person 'wit/ concentrate on what _ beiog "I)i)n't think for one minute th'_{ you cart go o'_:ermy cusslon . - " our beloved brother Paul': that were 'hard to under-
studied, learning is vastly'increased• Concentration con-.--._- head." " - Experience is the on y wa_-we can interpret and relate stand" (2 Pet. 3:15-16. RSV) If Peter found it so. we will
ters the mind. It focuses the attention on the thing beihg ." - tb what we read, Experience that has been understood as well. We wi need to work' at it.' Daily deed)tonal
studied The human mind has incredible ability to con- '. " - " &rid reflected upon informs and enlightens our study., reading ts certainly commendable, but _t,_s not study:

_ centrate. It _sconstantly recelwng thousands of stimuli.- " Other books can include dictionaries, common)ones. Anyone who is after. "a ittle word from God for today" is
i" " every one of which t is able to store in its memory banks sh£uld feel profound sorrow for suchpeople, They do and other _nterpretative literature, but more significant- not irlterestedin the discipline of study•

while focusingon, only'a fe_'. This natural ability Of'the not understand the spiritual discipline' of' study. They are other great books that precede or further the issue The average adult Sunday School =sfar too superficial
" brain.is enhanced When with s_ngleness ofpurpose we have mistaken .the accpmulation of information for being studied; Books often have meaning only when and devotional to help us- stddy.the Bible. although

center, our attentior_ upon a desired object of study• knowledge• They equate the spouting of words .with " they are read in relation to otherboqks: People will find some churches believe sufficiently =nstudy tooffer sen-
it nearly impossible to under_,tand Romans or Hebrews.

i ous courses In the Bible Perhaps you I_vein proximitY, to
When we rh.peatedly channel the mind )n a particular wisdom• .How tragic) The apqst e John defined ,eternal for example, without a grounding in the literalure of the _ seminary or university where you can audit Courses• If

• ; direction, centenng .our attention on the subjec.t, and life as the knowledg e'of God. "And this is eternal life, Old Testament• It ts impossible toread Tl_e Fede/alist so; you are fortunate, especially if you finda..teacher
understand what we are studying, we reach a new level, that they know thee the only true God. and Jesus Christ Papers with understanding without first having read the• who is dispensing fife as well as'information. If, however,.

_ ofC°mprehensi°n'study.Comprehensionthen"_stheleadsthirdtostePinsightintheanddisciplinediscern.WilOm thou hast sent'_.(John 17:3. RSV). Even a touch of Articles of Confederation and the U,S. Constitution.The . that is not me case (and even if it is) you can do several
i men). It prowdes the basis for a true perception of real- this experiential knowledge is sufficient- to g_ve us a . . great books that take up the central._ssues of life.inter- . things to begin•studying the Bible'•- act with each other. They cannot be read in isolat.on.

ity. . .- .profound sense of humility. " _" Live discussion refers to the ordinary interact=on that Some of my most profitable expenences of study
i One further step is needed:, reflection, Although Now, h.avir)glaid the basis, let us move on to consider occurs among,human beings as they pursue a part[cu- have come through structuring a private retreat for my-
i " comprehension defines what we are studying reflection the practical implementation of tlie discipline of study. .: cula_ course Of study• We interact with the author, we self• Usually_t ihvolves two.to _reeclays. No doubt you

i defines the. significance of What we are studying: To Study of Books _• " - interact with each other--and new ereatwe ideas. are" will obje,ct that giyen your schedul_eyou could not pussY.reflect to ruminate on.the events of bur time will lead.us ' born• Ply find that kind of time• I want'yOu to kr_owthBt it.is no
.t to the inner reality of.those ev_r'ts. Reflection brings us When we consider study we most naturally think Of ' ' " " The first and most _mportant book we are to study iS easier for me'to secure that time than for anyone else, I

'I : to see. things, from (_bd's 13erspective. In reflection we books or others.writings. Though on y half•0f the field .... , .the Bible• The Psalmist asked "How can a young man fight•and struggle forevery retreat, scheduling it into my
come to understand not or_ly.our subject matter but . as I stated earlier, and the most obvious, they are .clearly keep his Way pure?" He then answered his own aues- dateb0ok :many weeks in _vance: I flave..suggested

I .ourselves: Jesus spoke often of ears that do n0t'hear important. ; • t.lon_"By guarding t according to thy Word." and added• this iclea to groups and found that professional people
and eyes that do not see. When we ponder the mean_ng Unfortunately, many seemto think that studying a "•. . " "l have laid up tby word in my heart, tha;tlmightnotsm w_tr_.busy schedules laborers w_th rigid schedules,
of what we study, we come to hear and see things in•a- book is'a simple task. No doubt that flippant attitude against thee" (Ps. 119:9, 11. RSV). probably the:"word" housewives with large familles; and others can in fact,

,_ " new way. " " • accounts for the poor reading habits of so man_,people. • the Psalmist is referring to is the Torah. but Christians find tirne' for a private study retreat• I•have discovered
It soon becomes obvious that study-demands hu- The studying of a book is an extreme!y complex matter, . : . throughout the'centuries have.found this to De tr_'ein that the mos'.t difficult problem is notfinding time.but

mility. It cannot=ha_ppenuntil we.are willing to be subject their .study (hrbugh0ut Scripture, "Atf scripture is in- convincing myself that this. is important enough to find•
especially to the novice. Like tennis or typing when you. " - spired Dy.God and profitable for.teaching, for repi'oof, the time. "

to the sub ect matter. We must submit to the system. We are •first learning it seems |hat there are a thousand forcorrection, and for training in righte()usne_s, that themust come as StUdent, not teachffr. Not only is study, Scripture tells us that following the marvei0Lts resur-
directly dePendent. Upon humi/ity, but itJs conduc,ive to details to be mastered ancl you wonde( how on earth it man of (3od ma'_ be complete, equipped for every good rection of Dorcas• Peter "turned many nays in Joppa •
it,'.Arrogance anda teachable spirit-are mutually exclu- is.possible to keep everything in mind at the same time. work"• (2 Tirfi. 3:16-17, RSV). Note that the.central put- with one Simon a tanner" (Acts 9:43). It was while tar-
sive Once you are proficient, however, the' mechanics' De- poseqo-not doctrinal purity (thOugh-that-is•no-dOubt

All .of us know •individuals who have taken some come second nature and you can concentrate oh the involved) biJt inner trai_sformation. When we come to rytng n Jopp_th_ the Holy Sp r_t got-through _toPeter• (with visual aids. no less) about his racism• Whatwould
course of study ot_attainedsome academ_c:de_]ree and game of tennis or the material to be typed. *Thesemattersarecovered_ greatdetail'_MortimerJ.Ad_(sHDl'.'toRead have happened if. instead of tarrying, Peter had immedi-.... a _ook (New York:S_monand Schuster.1940) am _r'_debted)c, himfor these

parade their information in an offensive manner. We -The same is true with studying a book. Study is ar _ ,ns,gt_tsr_o nea,scip_neofstudy . . ately struckout a speak ng.tour to:tell of the resurrec- . .
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lion of Dorcas '_Is rt Possible that ne Would have failed to Next turn to The Imitation'of Christ thyThomas ,_Kern- " it was natural, could he not see that it Was marvelous? demonstrate the rightn'ess of it. Why is it we feel this
come to that snattenr)g insight from the -Holy Slhirit pis, Don't neglect The Practice (2f the Presence of God Poor creature! From that day. I took a dislike to him and compulsidn to set the record straighl? Because of pride
"Truly I percewe that God •shows no partiality, but in oy Brother Lawrence; For an added pleasure read The a loathing.to his lessons "_ Who Wouldn't! Gide's pro- add fear. Our reputation is at stake!
every nation any on0 who fear_ him and does what _s Little Flowers of St. Francis by Brother Ugolino. Perhaps ' lessor had only amassed informahon, ne had not StUd- That trait is particularly easy to observe arnong sales- "
r_gnt is acceptable to him" (Acts 10:3435.-RSVI? No you_m_ght"want something a bit neawer next like the. led. And so the first step in the study of nature is rover- people, writers, ministers, profe,ssorst-;-ell those Who •
one knows. But I do know th s for a df us God desired R,ensees of Blaise Pascal. Enjoy the Table Talks of Mar-" enl" observation. A leaf can s!heak of order and variety, earn theirliving by being good with Wdi'ds_ If. however.
various 'tarrying'_ places Where He canteach us _n a tin Luther before tou wade into Calvin's Institutes of the complexity and symmetry. Evelyn Underhill wrote: we Will make.ourselves one of the principa! sublects of
special _way. Chfisiian Religion. Consider reading the pacemaker of Gather yourself up, as the exercises of recel ection study we will be gradually delivered from arrogance. We

I:or many people, a weekend is a good time for such religious journal writing. The Journal of George Fox, or have taught you to do. Then--wj h attention no Ion- will be u'nable to pray like the Pharisee. "God. I thank
an experience• Others can arrange a block of time in tne pe.rhaps the better-known Joumalo£John Wesley. Bead . gel" friLtered a_nongst the:petty accidents and inter- thee that I am not like other.men .:.." (Luke 18:1 1 RSV)."

caretully William Law's A Serious Ca?l to,a Devout an'_ • :. ests of your personal life• but poised.,ten_e, ready for Become attentive to the ordinary relationships yQu
Holy Life(its words carry a contempo,'ary nng). Frorfi the " the work you shall demand of. t-_-stretch out by ,a encounter fhroLIghoUt your day: at home. work. school. "

! distinct act of loving will towards one of the.mynad Notice the.things that control people. Remember, you
{ A private Study retreat.could twent,eth century .read A Testament .of Devotion oy manifestations of life ihat surround you: and which, in are not tr.ying to.conde .mn.or j.qdge a.nyorfe,.you are only

" " Thomas Kelly,-The Cost of Discipleship by Dietrich Bon- an or in'ar .... r,_ .n,4fi ,_ nle _ ,',- h=nr,,=n try ng'ro earn• it you oo nno a luog ng spent emergJ0g

be the most profitable thing h(Jeffer, and Mere Christianity by C. S:.Lewis, d . yway, yoLrha_y,_,c_u s_y_'-_r,_,_- "wi_h'n n. 'nh_ _th_n,'{l =rn, .tp need them• Pour yourself out towards-it, do not" ,-t. y_,, ..... rv....... e....As Imentioned earlie_ one of the principal objects of
you do this-year. " . - Obviously that is onJya samp!Jr_g.I completely passed draw its image-towards you. Deliberate--more ira- our study should be Ourselves. We Should learn the- • over the Revelations of Divine Love by Julian of Nor-

- w_ch Introduction.to the Devout Life by FrAncis de passioned--attentweness, and attentiveness Which .things that control _{_.Observe your inner feelings and
soon transcends to the thing seen; this isthe condi- mood swings. W hat!co.ntrols'.your• moods? What can

• " middle'of the Week. If on y one day is possible, orion a Sales. The Journal of John' Woolman. and many other • hon of success• As to the object of contemplation, it you learn about yourself from that?, "" books Nor should we forget the great body,of literature
Sunday is excellent. • , matters little. From.Alp. to Insect. anything will do. In doing aIFthiswe are not trying to become amateur

Thebest place is anywh'ere .so _ongas _t[s away from oy men. and women from many disciplines• Many of provided that your athtude _e right: for all:things in psychologists or sociologists. Nor are We obsessed with
home. To leave the house not only/sets yod fn?efrQm the thesethinkers have unusual oerce.otion into the human this- world towards which you are stretching out 'are exc_sswe retrospection. We study.these mat{ors with a "predicament•.Lao-tzu of China and Zarathushtra of Per-.. ". hnked'together, and one truly apprehended will be the spirit o'f humility and needing a large dose of grace. We ,
telephone and domestic responsibilities, but it also sets sia_Shakespeare and Milton• Cervantes and Dante. l-all- - ' " gateway to the rest _ ' are wanting only to :follow the dictum _of So•crates:your mind intoa learning mode•Motels work well as de
cabins. Camping is less desir'able since you are more stoy and DostoyevsP_i. and'in our cen'tury_ Dog Ham- The next step is to make friends with the flowers and "Know thyself.':Ahd through the blessed Holy Spirit we
d_straoted by the tasks, of living; Often CathOlic retreat marskloid canteach us. , trees and little creatures that creep upon the earth• L_ke are expecting Jesus to be our living and ever-present
centers are'recephve and can accommodate private re- One word of caution _s _n order: Do not 'Pe over- th6 fabled Dr. Doolittle. talk with the animals:Of course ,Teache_ " .
treatants. " ' wnelmed or discouraged by all the books you have net you can't.really talk tO each other,.. Orcan you? There We would do well to study _nshtutions' and cultures

Orgamzed group ret_'eats almost never take study read• You Wilt probably not read all Of those listed Mere is certainly a communication that goes beyond words--t .and theforces.thatshape them. Also. we should ponderthe events' of our time--noting fir,_st,with a spirit•of.
, . seriously, so you will most ceFtainl.y need to structure and Will undoubtedly read others"not,noted..These have -. and animals: even plants_ seem to respor_d to our'friend'- discernment, what o_Jrculture thinks is or is not a"great _

theretreat you,_seff.Because you are alone _'ou will need been listed to encourage you bydemdnstrating the' • . sh_p and compassion. I know this because I have expert- event•" Look at the value systems of a culture--not
to discipline yourself and your.t_me carefully• If you are amount of excellent liteiature at our disposal to guide us mented with it. and so have some .first-rat_ scientists what !people say they'are, but what they actually are.
new at _t you'will not-want .to overdo 'ane thus burn • _n the spiritual walk. Many others have traveled the and we have found _t to be true. Perhaps the Stones And one of the clearest ways to.see the values plainer- .
yPurseif out. With experience, however, you will hope to same path and'have left markers. Remember that the " about St. Francis of.Assist taming the wolf.of Gubbio icon culture is |o observe television •commercials•
put in 10 to 12 hours of good study, each day. key to the d sc p.tineof study s not•reading many books and preaching to the birds'is not so farfetched. Of th_s Ask questions. What are the assets and liabilities'of a " "

What should you study? That depends on what you. but, expenencin_ what we do reap. " . much we can De surer.if we 10ve.the•creation we will technological society? What has thefast-food industry
need. I do not know your needs but'l do know mat one -- -. " " _earn _'rom.it. In The'EYrothers Karamazov Dostoyevski. done to the tradition of a family gathering for dinner?

;. of the great needs-among Christi:ans•t0day'is simply the Study.of Nonverbal "Books. " Co_Jnseled: Why clo we find it difficult in our culture to have time\to
.reading of farge pornops of Schptufe So much of our "We now come to _heleast recognEed but Perhaps the Love all God's creation• the whole and e_,ery grain dove op relationships. Is Western indlwduahsm valuable
Bible reading is fragmented and sporadic. I have actually most important fie.ld of study: the observation of reality ,., • . of sand _nit. Love every leaf• every ray of God's light, or d_structive? What.in e.ur culture is in line with the
known students'who hay,e taken courses _n the Bible in thing_, events, andactions:Theeasi_stplacetobegin . - gospel and what is'at odds with,it? One of the most

' anc[ never even read as a whotb the book of the Bible _s,with nature It is not difficult to see' that_ the created ,. , ,. _mportant functions of Christian p.rophets in our.day is
: • oe_ng studied..Consider taking a malor book of the B- order has something.to teach us . - .• . . .. the ability to perceive the consequences of vadous._n-

ventions and other forces in OUKculture and to make
blelike Genesis or Jer.emiah and read it stra_ght.throughr Isaiah tells us that "... the mountains and the hills .... Notice the things that control value judgments upon them., Notice the structure and.tlow of thebook. Note areas of- before you'shall break forth into s_ng_ng,and all the

, difficulty and return tothem later Jot down thOughts ' trees of tne field shall clap"their hands" lisa. 55:12_ _ people not to judge, but to - Study produces joy. L_ke any novice we Will find it
- " • . har_ work vn the•beginning, But the greater our pro- .

-'_ and impressions. Sometimes it is wise to combine the RS,V)..The handiwork of the Creator can speak to us - " leal'n,, ficJeney.the greater our joy. Alexander Pope.said. "There-
' ; study of.the Bible,with the study of some great devo- and teach us dwe will listen. Martin Buber told the story is no study that.is not _apable of delighting' us after ational classic• Such retreat experiences can transform of the rabbi who went to a pond every day at dawn to " " •
} -. your life• " ,, . • learn "the song with which the frogs praise God."' ., : •. ,, little application to it.''_ Study is well worth our most

Another approach to •the study of the Bible is,to take. We begin _he study of.nature by paying attention. We . . . •.. serious effort. . 1_,
_. a smaller book like Ephesianf; or 1 John. and read.it see flowers or birds. We observe them carefully and Love the animals, ove the plants, love everything. If F_om_hebOokTheCelet)ratlonofDisctphne,_yFchardJ.Fostef,CopynghlC

through• each day for a month,. More than any single prayerfully,=Andr6 (_ide described the time when ddring you tore everything, you will perceive fhe divine rays- _97abyRlchardJ4_oste_ a_pr,nled'_,tf]p_rrnls$,onolHarperan_RowPubl,sh-
- . . "

i effort this will put the structure o[ the bool_ irito your. "a.classroom lecture he observed a moth being reborR. " t.ery in things. Once you percewe it, you will begin to ers.lnc _" NOTES
m_nd, Read it without,, trying to fit Jt into established from its chrysalis• He was filled with wonder, awe. joy at bomprehend it better every day? " Mart_nBuberTalesotthe Has_dtlnEarlyMasters(NewYork:Scl_OC;.,en
categories. Expect to hear.new, things _n new ways. this metamorphosis, this resurrection. Enthusiasbcally There are. of course, many otner "books" beside.na- aooks,lnc 194BL111
Keep a jou[na I of y:our fir_dir)gs. In the courseof these Mesnowed it to his professor who. repliedwith a note of lure that we should study. If you will observe the re!a- 2 AndreG,de.lilt D_es.transDorothyBussey(NewYo_kRandomHouse•

• . , t935 83 : -
studies you will/3bviousfy want tO mal_e use of_st disappr0,/ac"_'{-_5_now thai a chrysalises tOTrStl]hs-'q(hat_goqDn-b_en-human-betngs,.you will---3_ EvelynUndedllfl_P!ract_c,ttrty._tter._,14_-YO_kW_rldPubbshm9 co_
secondary aids available, the en.velope of a butterfly? Every butterfly you see has _ rece_ye a graduate-level education. W&tcF,, for example. Mend,anBooks.1955)93_94.

In addition to studying the Bible, do not neglectthe come out of a chrysalis; It's perfectly,natural." Disillu- how much of our speech is aimed at justifying our ac- 4 FyodorDosloyevskiThearothersKaramazovlCh=cago'Encycloped¢aBn:
"study Of some of the experiential classics in Christian s_onee Gide wrOte,""Yes, indeed. I Knew my natural tions, we find it almost impossible to act and allow the lann_ca.G,eatBooks.1952 167. • . 5. Charles Noel £)ouglas, E_, F_rt¥ Thousand Ouota_lon_ IGarden C ly, New

-literature. Beg=n with The Confessions Of St. Augustine• ' history as well. perhaps better than he... But oecatJse act to speak f_.itself. No. we"must explain • it justify it. ..¥o,,Ha_woneduce._9,0 _ee
,," _=: [,
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screened. Hori'or of horrors _is renowned pulpiteer Like a concertmaster, let the pastoraldirector orches-

PREACHING began.to exhort the thousand or go conferees on their trate the variousgifts withinthe body in such a way that
need to spend more time in sermon preparation• He his solo voice decreases and the rising chorus of the

". ._ went .to the nd culous extreme Of confessing that he servant community in.cr_}ases.In'the church that under-.
• - ddnt consider h_sprnc_pal Sunday sermon worth the standsitselftobealgenuinecommunityoftheSpirit, the

- preaching if not backed up by one hour;of preparatior old model of active preacher laying it on passK,e parish-

i ._ • " Forevery,minute,of delivery...,. ,. ronerswhose role is to "pay, pray, andobey" is dead. It
_.- - " Whereupon the obweusly agitated conference leader s irrelevant to the real work of ministry.

_i mounted the podium and, after appropriate apologies; -Preaching Is Nonproductive• " " took issue with•his distinguished guest. Said he, "Think That is the studied conclusion..based dn extensive;
-, - . , • . of all the lonely,lost, andalienateo peoplewho will never sociological research• of certain specialists in church

- " .... • : • ._ C.s. Go,Vies darken the door of your church to hear your sermonic .'
- . ". : . " - " . " masterpiece.Think of all the people who areperishing . .

• for want of a drink.of water of.life while you luxuriate in
your cozy, book-lined study•" - - - "Pulpit work is an inexcusable

. _ ". Drawing himsel'f up to full height ne protested, "You dilution of time and talent."
. .canhaye your great sermons, polished monuments to -

Has Preaching
•. your preaching eloquehce But give me men who will .

. • " • . - - walk the highways and hedges of thiswOrld's life and .... I
. . .. . - . • ..... ; compel people, one bY one to come to Jesus!" This growth. I was in on.one o_theeadiesi expressions of

• ' " declarative speech, eloquent in its own right, bf'ought this movement in southern California, where it largelymost of the pastors to their f_et in spontaneous ovation•

Become.. . " ' . - . ., George asked me, "Why should I spend:20 hours a originated.. In one such conference• the six principal.
• " week. prepanng sermon_ when I could p.e[sonallydeal functions to which past0rs have been •conditioned' {o

• " . . ... with 10 to 20 souls Jnthe so'meamount of time?" devote:their time were listed on an overhead projecto_
I • . WelIIwhat _ould I say? • They were• m order of time ariorities, sermon prepara..

• " -: • . " " tion. StUdy, administration, pastoral work. personal

Irrelevant? " " ..... " " '_'" evangelism, and tr,ining of the laity'-for r_inistry.

Preaching Is Irrelevant .. .
.... " . ' • . That is. preachingis but one Ofthe'many roles--and We were asked to analyze this way of investing our-

i " " " by no meaps the most _mportant--by whi(_h.the.pastor energies with an eye toward the church growth graplis.
I- -- - _ - " " " " - • - sets the_laityfree for ministry, Toequate 'ministry"- with Which 'of these tasks p[oduced the greatest results?

. • ' 'preaching" is a m_snomer.Thanks I,oa sharper reading Which built membership, Increasedfinances,"erthanced
I ..... .. of Eph_4:11 ff: we now understandthat the dividi0gwall the evangelisticeffectiveness of the church? Does any-, - .... .

. by C..S, Cowles - •'.. . . •between claeros an{] laikos (clergy and laity) is broken .body go to anyone'schurch anymorejust to tiear some-

' t .Professorof Preaching,NorthwestN.azarene.College " ' " ...... down. In fact, ;theword laitycloesn't evenappear inithe one preach?Does preaching draw crowds, build atten_
, " • . _ . " " " • ; : " " • ' " New Testament. AI_of the people of God are rais;ed.to dance, and promotelay participation?

f ,. • . the rank 9f laos. ADd ministry .is the pro[Jerwork orall Understandiqg myselfaSonecalled to preach, I found

i . • ,. -. " . . . - the satnts, not just the paid professionals, my own answers to these rhetorical questions diSoon-:• . _ • . In this liberating.new environment the pastor is re- certir_g.We were asked to lhink ab0ut the superchurch
; . •. ..... leased fl:omthe his{odcburden'of having.to be.the so!e pastors we had heard or of whomwe had read. Did any

" ' " " " 1 ' . " : : " spokesman for God, Now he Is set free to equip the. of them attribute their astounding growth success to the

:1 walke(_tl_ehalls of our educational inst'tutions some table exceptions,.that.dayhas largely passed. As Lance saints for their proclaiming,witnessing, reconciling;and power of their pulpit work? Or did they not rather speak
• 20 years ago, driven by the unshakable conviction MorroW notes in a.Time magazine.essay on ;'TheDe- servanthoodministry in thechurch and to the world. The• of SundaySchools, busministries.personalevangelism,

O r "that preaching was front and center in the pastoral rain-, cline and Fall of . rato y, "Few speakers today make Spirit is exciting a variety of gifts within the body tOfulfill discipleship groups, 'Bible studies, television outreach.
istry. I plunged into my first pastorate committed to the oratory seem the urgent and necessary approach to the : this greatly expanded fnission, • . . puppet shows, possibility thinking.,and staff. 'pl_iloso-
proposition.that, wnatever _lseldid, preachingtheWord world that _t once was, Eloquence implies' certitude. - So,. the Solitary pulpit yields to "body life." And the phie_;? " - " "
was my first, foremost, and most compelling assign- "Hear O Israel.'said Moses his voice reverber.atingw th pastor's role becomes that of an equipper,"a coach, a Wewere then challenged to considerwhat might hap-
mont. . " " ' authority well beyond his own. It is not a postdre much• . ,• recruiter, a trainer, a manager,a facilitator,an enabler, a pen if we reversedthese six major emphases andwere
_ i was ill-prepared for_the rude awakening that as- - .ad0pted now '.. ;' . . " " " " -discipler.This is not to say that the traditional half-hour to de'_oteour greatest block of time andbest energiesto

saulted me fr0mrnany dii:ections.Apparer_tly;a new _lay About the least,effective _rogramof behavic}rmodifi- . reservedfor public preaching sho,ld 13escuttled. To the those actlv_tiesmost likelyto fruit in 'growing a chL_i-ch."
is dawning. A fresh consciousness seem_ to be emerg- cation imaginableis that of a preacher exhorting passive " "" contrary, it ought itObe utilized by the pastoral director Anticipating ou_'q_Jestionabout sermon preparation un-
ing. The priority,of preaching in pastoral ministry _s.un- parishioners to piety from a pulpit placed far away and for his aN-importanteqt_pping ministry, der.'_henew scheme, our church growth spec'al'st as- - "
dergoing a radical•reappraisalon many fronts. A pulpit, high above, the people.. As Peter Berger sard0nically . Lel the pastor, however_avOid the appearance of sdred us that we wouldn't have to worry about preach-
centered ecclesiology _is being called intO .question,. observes. "The great delusion of preachers is that there _preachi_qg.Let him leavethe pulpif_a!togetherand come ing:.we would have more thah enough to simply share
Sweeping advahces in the science of communicology is a direct re ationship between what. s sad from. the down among the peoPle, Let proclamation become oul of the overflow pf all that we had been experiencing
threaten to renoer obsolete the lone voiceof one crying ..p.ulpiton SuBdayand what is done by those in ttle pew sharing .Let preachinggive wayto teaching..Let mono'- in the dynamic flgw of our church's life.
from'the puipit. . on Monday:" Iogue yield to dialogue. Let there be an abundance of . Jerry Falwell,.in a recent Moral Majodty newsletter,

Co_sider the rising tide Of opinion coming from the Nowhere is this shift from pulpit to pew more appar- - personal-interest stories, testimonies, overhead- pro- bluntly expresses this w(despread feeling of futiIRyre- "
--_ank's-o_'q'[0ted-ecclesiastical authorities: ent than.in theexplosive•resu_ence ofNew Testament • jectors, mult!media presentations, musical extrava- garding the'_fectK, enessof preaching: "In recedt

• • personal evangelism. My friend_G-e-ol'gere_:_- " - {_a-n-zasexp_6_ti_g-84-c_iannela_dro_stereoSystems,di- -.'months God-has been ca I!ng me to do more than just
Preaching Is.lneffectwe turned from yet another ministerial conference held at. ,. alogic sermons, dramaS,folk-song s_ngs,questionnaire's, 13reach'--lie.hascalled me to take action."

There may have been a day when prea,chlng exer-, the posh retreat center of a !eading evangelistic or- - three:rihg binders, talR-backsessions,small-groupbuzz Yes, brethren, the evidence is overwhelming. The
cised a compelling power inw_nningconverts, changing ganization,One of (he featured speakers, a highlysu_:- - sessigns, and. (}f course genial handshakesallar0urld, facts .are .incontrovertible. The trends are .irresistible.
character,and affecting behavior. But. with a few no- cessful pastor, apparently had not been properly • . .ll_ "• . . . . .

• " " 19
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Preachingis'fast be(;omingan anachronism of the pasi. - man speaking: words• simple little innbcuous words• bring recovery of.sight to the blind, and to a coach? A facihtator?,Ar enabler? An equ_pper?Or
Sermons--a nor)biblical word anyway--are no longer words like., set free those who at'eoppressed? - was it to hear a preacher of the gpspel, an evangelist.
relevant to the'heeds Elfthe church. Pulpit work, is an ! "God created the heavenand fhe earth••• All that happens Whenthe Word is passionately and oroclaiming me Ward of God--ar)d through an ruler-
inexcusable dilution Ofrimeand talent• "God so loved lhe world• that he gave .... biblically preached is thai.,, prefer af that?

_ . :Thetlme has cofn'_to convert our studies into offices• "God was in.Christ, recor)cilingthe world unto him- sint_ersare converted• One also wonders wny itis that the Sunday morning
• trade.in our books for computers, transform our pulpits " -self." • - - . . "" saints are nourished, preaching serwce cor)s_ster)tiyoutdraws every other

i.. intostages, and Ihe.our walls with charts and,graphs. "Jesus Christ of Nazareth. whom you ci'ucified.... Satan falls like lightning from heaven kind 6l.performance or activity in the church including
" As I reluctantly•face the facts, I confess that preach- " God raised from the dead. - - darkness is dispelled. , Sunday.School? How s _t that more Americans.get

!ng is.indeed as nonproductiveas.. ' " "He that hath the Son'hath life." ; light snlnes, " . " dressed up and go to hear someone preach every Sun-
a hymn sung beside the sea at eventide, as . sins power is broken " " day morning than crowd into coliseums, stadiums and

•" _,V the Kingdom•comes, theaters during the week? {Over. 75 million.attend
a walk in the high country at summertime, as "Preaching is as ineffective as efe'rnallife dawns, and _a love-note scratched in the sana. or as.... church on the average.Sunday.)

• . -downcast.spirits are raised on tne wings of theWord , In view of the demise of preaching,wnyis it that Whe,n
a candlelight dinner for two. : a hymn sung beside the sea at to sit in heavenlyplaces in Christ Jesus. pastoral vacanciesoccur•churches stilldoggedly set OUtPreachingis as ineffective as... • • - . . .

eventide." Roger Palms. editor of Decisionmagazine, is justified to call a preacher?Andwhy is it that so few of our younga,father flying a kite with his son. as
a rainbow on the _edgeof an autumn storm, as when he complains in a recent Christiantty Todayarticle people are feeling a divine call to become trainers man-

tha_ too many preachers preach with little or:no eye agers, recruiters, discJplers,equippers? Yet. they con-
a moonlight stro through dew-dusted meadows, as Preaching has to do with pronouncements like that-- " ' " "
a Handel's Messiah filling the Advent ai_ or as . . - • - toward specific results•The record suP0orts him m this tinue.to be aroused by a misty-eyed, soul-gripping, and

really inconsequential stuff, r_ assertion• : ' all-consumingcall to preach?
lovers sauntenng westward along a country road, . Let's face it_preachingdoesn't accomplish much.All it - " ' " The•rehavealways been'preachers.Who'couldrl'thelp Considering how nonproductive•ineffective, add Jr{el-
. _atchir_gthe sun go down• . does is. ' " " " proclaiming the Good News. simply Bedause it "was evant preaching nas aroven to be. it is a mystery past
Perhaps they are right about preaching. Howdo you announcegpod,news, good. or who havebeen constrained tb declare the trutl_ findfng out"why Jesus came [}reaching. why He corn-

go about computing'its results?,How would you'mea-, quicken the sprat, ., . " " simply bec.ause t _strue, or.who delight in e)4pounaing manded His disciples,to go p[eaching, why Paul felt
. sure its effectiveness? Lstrikes me that preaching may pierce th'eheart, . • " " ' " the Word of God simply because it s.G0d's Word. And such a compelling passion to p?'each,why•the apostles

well be as _rre_evantas.. awaken the dead, " "" ' • " . .. therecontinue to be those who squanaervaluable pulpit ordered their;ministry to give priority tO prayer'and the
a whispered. "Will you marry me?" as provokea decision and , trine by .gwmg in.fo the inexcusable [Jrge to lift their preachingof the Wore.or wny every fresh breakthrougn
a s[}oken "1do." as [}ecome the oower of God unto salvation for everyone voices in celebrating the greatness, the maesty, .the in the history of the Church has been keyed fd powerful
an anhouncemer)[. "It's a boy," or as , that believes hoiiness, the glory af God for no other reason than,that preaching.,It contradicts the evidence, violates log=c,
my daughte[ 'sitting•on top of ,,.Moun!,Whitney last " Why should we get excited whenihe Spirit of the Lord they,really b61ieveHe is eminently worthy of such ce[e- and flies in the face Of the experm

summer.."lookingout over'_'he v&'_t_xpanse and _supon us to... . . brative praise. • In-short,Jt JUSt doesn't make s.ensethat "God .was ;
staging, 'To God be theglory--great things He hath preach good news to the poor. to" " Corisiderir)ghow preaching nas lost fts appeal to the well-pleased,through the foolishness of the message
done." p_oclaimreleaseto the captives, to masses, one wonders what it was that over a,million preached to save mose who believe" (1 Cor. 1:21•

i What is preaching? Fundamentally,it is an act of hu-. bind up the brokeqhearted_,to South Koreaf}swent our to hear a few years ago. Wasit NASB).

• . r . .

If'" more thing th
•._--_.... ', : ._"One en Ill rush on - i

r _

.• abbreviate•it-• _.!

_/'t , "

_'_,, there Isjust not
in_.Othis

:_ will talk about his Bible2:'::,=
_:_ so heavily:on tl_e •

• I_I_'"' '_m_iBdthat.g_nerally I:per- longevityOfhismessages.: ':";_?/, :
_,_ centered conceptsrather than:!ll_:?', ::

b_ "! : " ." .... . • • ..... , • .
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" STEWARDSHIP ..... .....
•. . _"

n _

h

|

" ...."-- "NOW . . " '-..-.. " .... "" .

FERING HAS : '-"
is .- /

: '-., - - / " ] "

_, .. by Kenneth Vogt "'Whatever we decide about the pastor's salary.Jet's keep In " "
naind all those sermons ast year on the simp e te-style. "_.

4"' , - - _+ - h • . . ,

L&)Leadership i982 ConceDI Jbm ReaDsot_e Artist, Lair'/ Thomas Used IJy perm_sslc_

Ushers. will you nowprepare to ment wher_we are s,aring from o0r are now looking into.thedttitudesake.the offering?" Ttiat is of- earnings. 11is blessed.to Pray, It:is and actions. 0f those entruste_ 'by comes to these officials _sto hoard bility of evaluating what such an in- ' did not take of it until after he had
ten the first watniqg that -the wor- blessed to be'participators ina great God and the organizational pro- parts of this money for possible fo- "vestment migl_t produce tn dollars. ' receivedoermission.fromthe 13roper• as compared with what these dol- authority to use the altar bread for
shipers have to get themselves message from the pulpit. It is more _eduresbf thechurch to expend the ture emergencies. By this process,.,
ready to give their tithes and offer- lslessedto give, " " " tithesand offerings for the greatest . . the implncitand naked trust in God lars could produce when invested in personal life sustenance.May those
ings. Surely there is a better way, I once heard a pastor testify that and fastest advancement of the : f()r.our daily sustenance shifts from an Immediatepeople minist.ry, oftheUSchurchWbOarebowindownthepaidinmln.istrYbe.Of
and manypastors have found it. he had so ih_tructed his people k ngd0m of.God, the Lord God4o our own resources, iknow.these are heart-sea_'ching humilityfore the Lord with a deep"sense of

First find foremost, instead of about the bleSsedness of giving that - ThefirSt temptation that comes to tis easy for such a group to' be- .thoughts. They'te intended to exam- we are and
• . _neour attitudes and actuonsafter have, ano all that our'.families h._ve,take, let's use the word receive.That when he announcesthe offering the Officials who are entrusted with the come egocentric and the preserva- ' stewardship. All that

" isindeed better,.., but ttlereis stilla congregatk?n often breaks into "disbursemen| £( tnese funds is Io tion of self becomes a dominant thebfferin.g has been received, is the result" of the faithful stew-I

i :better way. spontaneous.applause. The mo- think of it as"our money."Local trea- note, The self ego of the organ- .There. are some further heart- ardship of God's people. In high too-•Why notsing the Doxology first, merit:for reioi_ing i_as come They .surers. board n_embers.and pastors - izat|on begins to Edge God Out. searching t_oughts'for those of us ments of worship ant!praise in con-
and let the people know that the are privilegednow to give tithesand are not-,lfnmune from thi_thought EGO! who live as the paid ministry of the gregations all across .the country,

I. high moment of worship has come, offerings as unto the Lord. Halle- process.The same attitudes of wor- " ". . ? A third temptationth_at comes to .church, n whatever .capacity that " they have give,nas unto the Lord.when we become g vers. Were the lujah! The meanungof stewardship ship, praise,and dent f cation ought- - officials is t0 in_,estthe funds for in_-'. may be. The very sustenance0f our _ay those of us:who receive also
most like God, the greatest Giver of has reached its apex. to be present in the distribution, as
all, when we, too, become givers. But, the ieat inte0t of this article is was expected in the- wershipers at . terest and/or dividend earnings. It is lives and Our families is, as t were live daily_hourly, as .untothe Lord.
We; should be able .to feel our to stir up our.pure minds beyondthe the time oFcollectiori, There Is no possible in the life of an institutiOnandfrom2,thelnDavid'sShewbreadhe°fdid.tl3_notTaber'take" WeseryantsarenOtvouroown actsWeareofstew-b°nd
closest identification with Godin His moment of adorationandoraise and double standard for stewardship, for this to be the proper right na_.,e, day, bre_eated

.purposes in the world at thai too- identification with God as givers• We The second temptation that courseof action foraseason How-..ofthebreadasamatterofright. He ardship, both-in the receMng andever,the officfals bea_"Aberesponsi- ' took of it as a matter ofprivilege.He the spending of the Lord's tittle. '_,

" " ' '' " " " " 2322. , . : . . " .....
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THE MINISTER'S HEALTH Pastors by years Pastors by years :
• " " of marriage • of ministry n " "

." " " . • • " : i'!_._4 - 3 2 1 0 OS __ t 2 3 d _ 5 7 _ . " - . - • . " •

#J _ - , 10

A 'Study in
• .•. 30

• . 35

40 " ; "

• . . . _.... fig. no'.2. _. ,[

Pastoral Stress
- i

" " ' " ' : Sources0f Stress Sources o_ Stress ..... I/
" " " . Open-end questions dealt with ,....... =- •

" by Robert O. Noah . - ............. '" sources of stress No responses were _ ,-,_,.,,,,-•, "
Community of Hope Church• Madison. Wisconsin suggested for the three categories of ,,, ,,_,,_,_,,._-----1, • "

" " , . ' -'. : . • - stress; personal stress, marital stress. ._ . _,,,,.,,,,,,_ ,," .

- and family stress. S_milarsources were " "_"' ._-.._,'%','T,.._,___'_""'=_"--_'_""-- " ...... "

. . .. . - ". . : . , • • - ,., reported to=;all three categorieS.Of:those,With ." "_'_".q_._ _.._j,._

time as the most common source of ' • ' ' -I

• i_ c0mposltep_cture emerges from less. Seventy-eLghtpercent are pastors year` The mean pastor's salary is stress. The secon.d most comm0n . "1•
the returned questionnaires re-' n urban cnurches. 21 percent =nrural $9,000 Two-thirds of the salaries fall sourcewas problemsin raisingchildren. ) -

i;eivedfrom research done with pastors churches, between $8,000 and$12,g0g;: 53 pet:- The third was finances. Thirty-one dif-
on one district inthe Church of the Naz- One pastor is widowed and the,,_e- cent were betWeen.$8,OO0 and ferent sources of stress were listed on
arene. As a class:assignment for'social • mainder have been married'for frorff 3 to. $1000g. -me returned questionnaires .

1IS, no, 3

work research I sent out 50 question- 40 years. Notice how similar"are the 18 were listed gray once.

natres. Nineteen were returnee, polygons of the years of marriage and When salary _s comparedof.87 lOistheagere-a " to Stress " " " : " ' " 'As I read responses to the questions the years of ministerial,expenence. It c:hi-squaresignificance Responses
II

aDout personal, marital, and family appears mat most of them got ,married relatSUlt"ThiSonshShOWs.thatage has littlewhenifany. _,-;,.,Questi°nS.to" _"_ab°uthOWmaritt=l,mepastOrSandre- . .. ""stress, frequently-the notes .n the mar- ..- and shortly alterward entered me rnJnls- P,to salary Similarly, sv,.,n,., vero..,n,.,,, family
gins told more man the direct answers" try. They. average two children ap=ec.e salary is cornpared With education, a stress were also o0en. Again, the most . rig.,_o.4

to me ouestJons. While onepastor and 74 percent .stdl _ave children at cht-square significance of .1839 is .comm°r_threecategones.answers°'""_'"werewasfOUndlistedinal121 ' " ' "
statee he had no stress of'any kine an- nome. '. found, indicatingthat education also has times and was theHay,_,
other revealed thaithough.he ha_ The. salaries*of the pastor`s range very little relationshiptosalqry for fhese; most commonly

re-

worked" previously =r various secular . from. $3J)00 per year to $18,000 per pastors . . ported response tO s_ess. Prayer was _ • -followed in popularity by discussion,
. pos_t_ons, ncluding thai of a social " " "' anddiscLBsionby recreationas away in • .. ,worKer,he found the oastorate.to be the .....
"noststressful Another. in a marginal - " which the pastors of this district re- ,,_ _ . _ .. _, ...._,_,,,,it=- spend to personal marital, and family . .......
note stated. "Thei_e_sno one I.lalk to . stresses. There were altogether 38 dif- ,,= • . - . . _,,,_.

about'JustdeeOwhatCOncerns."kindel idersons are the . . - ferent responsesto stress. Nineteenof " "'_"
pastors of this d,strici? Number _ " fig, no. ,1 "' " me entries listedwere one of a kind _ " ][q_espon.ses to ,_, tess ,,,_'-L:,"_

n-cU,_rounr_ of Conclusion ,.,- • o.,,.,....,,_
Statistical.The)var}/-_-=--inage frdm approximately" pastors _ Pastorsdistributed EaChquestionnairebrought a storyof - " " .......bv age ' " . individual needs. ._ • " ' " ._"'_ .... '--_30 6O Theirto years ages are not

One pastor ._ .. =,--,- .... _,. .had lost his wife il'irougl_ " " ""'"_ ' _'_'
distributed.The mean age is 35: _ deathand was learning to carefor home "'_ : 'evenly

over half are under 40.... and c.Jlild_enas well as carrying on with
These. pastors are educated /nen.

ul_n'yone reported .less man: a Bible _ pastoral duties. An older pastor was . .• facing retirement with no home our- .school or college degree, 58percent , -.. .
" . havemaster's degrees and ode a dec- _ chased. Other stresses included the "

tor's degree• . _ _ : _''''"'-_ needfor personalfriends, lear of-failure, of a.35-year-old7manw_thofa master's de-m drawSfindsthatantime.annualsalary.childi.eh,Of$9.0g0.ahd.Hefi.-. and lack of promotion=nthe church. .gree who has years expenence raising

They have spent from t to 38 yearsin " " "_/ i._." '- _ I " " The mean statistics for the •back- the ministry__Hehas been m_ied.for 13 nances are his chief sources of _er-
the ministry. Their mean exoerience is7 j ground materiaL, combined with the years and has two children. ThisCOrn- serial, marital, and family stress: He) • . ' most common responses to the ques- posite manls pastor of an urban'church .deals with th=sstress through prayer,

More than half have ,pesteredyears.

: their present congregacons for 2 years _0 _ 40 4s so ss _0 ,_. lions about stress, produced a picture to y_hi(_hhe moved 2 _,ears ago. He discussion•and recreation• _,
o_"less, and 84 berdent for 5 ye_tisor - ,

25
24.•
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CLASSIC SERMONS

8
. . . . . .

• . - • " , " •

' " "You shouldparticulaHyendeavor,to tostructyour children---early,
plainly frequently and patiently!' : -

. , .. • , - b,i ," " ." * - . . * .

- _ . .... . . _ • ..- . . . _- . . , . . ._ _ . -: . . •

' Un'lP_lk-- ;ll_a_ - -'°ly£mll ... , never laStslonger than one generation.?By agener, outwardservice(thoughsome gf theJewsundoubtedly

• _ _' - - . at_on(as he explains.himself),he means thirty years, went fartherthantffis),_utwithinward."withthe service
• " . But, blessed he Gee th=sremark does not hold w_h of theheart,"worshippinghim inspiritandintruth:' The

. . . • regard to the present instance; see=ngthis reviva' from First thing implied in'thisservice is faith;believing in the
.... " ' '_ " . " . its rise in the year 1729•has.already lasted above fifty nameof the Son of.God. _e cannot perform anaccept-

._'._ A I= -.. . .. • . " , _: . years . , able service to God, till we believe on Jesus Christ
' " r_ .f_l._ .,p,.qr._ ,f_k-t,,_L . . . : _"-"" 4. Have we not already seen some of the unhappy wh0m He hath s_ntl Here the spiritual worship of G0d

l'Cll:lgI 1
. . . .. . . : ... consequences of gooo men's not adopting this,resolu- begins. As soon as anyonehastl_e witnessin himself;

tion? Is there not a generation arisen, even within this as soon as he can say, "The life that Inow live• I live by
, faith in the Son of God,wile loved _ne.and gavehimself '

" - . , ... • • for me he s able truly to "serve the Lord."
" • • • _ . -_, . 2. As soon as he believes,,he loves God, which is

" ' ; "Your children [are] immortal anotherthing impliedin _'servin_jthe Lord." "We lovehim

, by John Wesley " • spirits whom God hath, for a becausehefirsttbvedus":ofwhichfaithistheevidence.
• : • The love of a pardoning God is "shed abroad inour

- - time, entrusted to your care hearts• by.the Holy Ghost which.is given unto us," In-

:. - . train them up,inall holiness." .deed•thislovemayadmitofathousanddegrees:Butstill
- : . " - . • . every one, as long as he believes, may truly declare

- " - " " • before God.' "'Lord, thou knowest that I lovethee.'.Thou
. • _ knowest, that 'my desire is unto thee. and unto the re-

"As forme anc/myl_(_use,we willserve the Lord' (Josh• 2. A resolution this worthy of a hoary-headed.sa nt, period,'yea, and from pious parents, that kr_ownot the membrance ofthy name:". :.
24:15). . . • • . who hadhad large experience,from hisyouth up, of the "

1.. Inlthe ioregoing verses we readthat Joshua,.now goodness of the Mastbrto whom he ha_•d_voted him: . • Lord? that have fieither His love in their hearts, nor His 3. And if any man truly (eveGod, he bannot but lovefear before:their eyes?HOw many of them a=reaey"de- his brother also, Gratitude to our Creator will surely..
grown old, •:gatheredall the tribes of Is_aelto Shechem, serf, andthe advantagesof hi,sservic'e.How _uch iSit to • spise their fathers; and mock at the counsel of their produce benevolenceto our fellow-creatures,If we love
and Calledfor the elders of Israel, for,their heads• for be wished that all who have tasted' that the Lord is _" mothers"! How many are utter strangers to real religion. Him. we cannot but love one another,as Christ loved us.

gracious, all whom He has brougllt out of theland eltheir judges and officers and. they presentecl the_- . to the lifeapd power of ittAnd not a.few haveshakenoff We•feeloui sofils enlarged in lovetowardeveiy childo!
,selves before the Lord"(v. 1.) And Joshua rehearsed to Egypt, out of the bondage of sin--those.especially who allreligion and abandoned themsel_/esto all'manner of man, And toward'all the children of.God we put on
them the great things which God had done for their .are.umted together in Christian fellowship--would wickedness! Now, although this may sometimes be the . "bowels of kindness, gentleness, Iongsuffedng forgiv-
fathers (vv. 2-13); conclddingw_th that strong ex- adopt this wise resolutions!Then would the work-of.the , case; even of.children educated In a pious manner, yet.. ing one another," If we have acomplaint against any,
hortatlon: "Now tl_bref0refear the Lord. andserve him in Lord.I_rosperin our land: then would His Word run and . this case is very rare: I have met.with some, but not "even as God.for Christ's sake hath forgiven us."
sincerity and truth: and put away the gods which your .be gloilfied. Then would multitudes of sinners [n every - many, instances of.it. Thewickedness of the.children [s 4. One thing more s imp ed.in "serving the Lqrd,"
•fathers served on the other side of the flood [Jordan], p/acestretch out their hands .unto•God,.until "the glory generally owing to the fault or neglect oftheir parents, namely, the obeying Him; the steadily walking in all His
and in Egypt" (v.!4)• Can aqythir)gbe more astonishing of the Lord•covered the land, as the waters cover the . i.For it is a general, though not universal rule. though it ways, the doing-His will from the heart. Like those ".his•

i. than this?thatevenin Egypt, yea,and io the wilderness, sea.' . "- . admits of some exceptions. "Trainup a childin theway servants_'above, "who do his pleasure, who keep fiis
where .they were daily fed. and both clay and night 3, On the contrary, what will the consequence be. if he should gg.,.andwhen he is o d hewill not depart from - commandments,and hearkento thevoice of hiswords";
guided by miracle, the Israelites,in generaL-shouldwor-" they do not adopt this _'esolution?--if family religion be it." " " : these• Hisservants below,hearken unto His voice, dill-
ship idols, in flat defiance of the Lord their God! He neg ecte_?--if care be not taken of the rising gener; 5 But what s the purport of ths resolution, "1end my gently keep His commandments, carefully/avoid what-
proceeds: "If it seem evil unto you to serve the Lord. ation? Willnot the present revival of.religion in a Short house will serve the Lord"? In order to understand and ever He has forbidden.,and zealously do whatever He
choose you this oay Whom ye will serve; whe,ther the time die'away;?Will it not be as the historian speaks of practice this, let us. First. inquire,what it.is to "'servethe has enjoined;studying always to havea conscience void

gods Whichyour fathers served that were on the other the Roman state in its infancy--res Unius aetafL4?_"an Lord." Secondly, Who are included in that express=on of offense toward God and toward man.
side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites =nwhose event that has its aeginning andend within the space of "m_;house• And. Thi_dly,What can we do. that we and I1. "1 and my house will serve the Lord," will every
land yedwell: but as for me and'my house, we WilJserve" one generation"? Will it not be a confirmation of that our house may serve the Lord? - real Christian say, But who are included in that expres-
the Lord" (v. 15). melancholy remark of Luther's, that "a revivalof religion I. 1. We may inquire,First what it is to "serve the sion, "my house"? This is the next point to be consid-

Lord," not as a ;Jew,but as a Christian;not only with an ered.
26 - - • o .

-- - - , 27
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1. ]_heperson _nyour house that clairns your first anc n anywise, dismiss from your family, though Ifshould be actually employ that timein.the exercises for which it is .Ne_,erleave off. never intermit your labour of love, till you
nearest'attention is, undoubtedly, your wife;, seeing you ever so _nconvenient. . " . • . • " allowed. Neither should any day pass without family see the fruit.of it. But in order to this, you will find the
are to love her even as Christ hath loved the Church,. 2. But you cannot dtsm_ss your Wife, unless for the .prayer• seriously and solemnly performed• absolute need of being endued wiih power _rom on high; _
when'He laid down His life for'it: that He m.ight "purify it ,cause of fornication; that _s,adultery. What Can then be 6. YJoush..ould particular y enaeavour to Instruct your without which am. persuaded, none ever had. or will
unto himself, not.having Spot,. or.wrinkle, or any sucn none. if she is habit0ated to any otneropensin?lcannot children• early, plainly, frequently,'ana patiently. Instruct have, patience sufficient for the work. Otherwise, ,tOe -
thtng." The same end is every husband to pursue. Jnall find in tile Bible that a husband1 has authority to strike them early from the first hour.that you perceive reason inconceivable dullness of some children and the gid-
nts intercourse with his wife: to use every possible - h_s wife on any account•,_even suppose she struck him, begins to dawn• Truth may then begin to shin e upon the diness or perverseness of others• would induce them to

means that she may be freed from every,Spot, and may first unless his life were in _mmlnent danger. I never have mind far earlier than we are apt to suppose•. Arid who- give Ul_the irksom;e task. and let them follow _eLr own
walk unblamable kn ove. " ever wat_;hes the first openings of the understanding • Dmagination.2. Next toyourwife are your childreniimmortal spirits Known.one rns[ance ,yet of a wife that was mendedthereby.I have he&re• _ndeed: of some such instances. 11. ,_nd suppose, after you have'done this, after you
whom Godhath• for a time. entrusted t(_your-care, that butas I dtd not See them do not beheve them• It seems - may, by little and little, supply fit matter for it to workupon. and may turn the eye of the 'soul toward good have taught your children from their early infancy, in the

...... _ ,to me. al mat can be done _nthis case is [o be done. things, as well as tpward bad or trifling ones. Whenever plainest manner you could., omltting no oppqrtunity, and
persevenng therein, you did not presently see any fruit

-,- • partly by .example, partly by.argument or persuasion, - a chi.ld begins to speak, you may be assqred reason of your labour, you must not conclude that there will be
each applied in such a:hlanner as is dictated by Chris- " " " "begins to w0rk.'l know no cause why a parent should none. Possibly the "bread' _,hich you have "cast upon"1 Cannot find in the Bible that. t_a_ prudence, if evil can ever be overcome, it must be .

a husband has authority to ovel'come by good. It cannot oe overcome by evil: We not lust then begin to •speak of the best things, .the the waters" may be "round,after many days•" The seed
cannot beat the devd with h_Sown weapons• Therefore, things of God. And from that time no opportunity should Which has long remained in thegr0und may, at length,

strike his,wife on any account." if this ewl cannot be overcome by gooe. we are called to be lost. of. instilling all truths.as they are capable.of springupintoaplenti[ul,harv_st. Especially if you do not• - - recewing,
" ' restrain prayer before God if yo_ continue instant herein

" , .suffer _t. We are then called Io say, 'This is .the cross 7. But the speaking to them early wi][not avail, unless with 'all supplication..Meantime, whatever the effest of
- : .. _ whlChwiseends:G°dhath,let.H_mChOsendowhatf°rme.seemetl_.HtmHesurely good•'permitSwhen-itfor " " you likewise speak to them plail_ly..Use such Wore's as this be upon others, your reward is with the" Most High.

'_'°umaytralnthemu°_nallh°linessandfit them f°rthe ever He sees it to be best.'He will remove thls cup from little children may understand• just such as they use. 12. Many parents_ on theother hand. presently see
enjoyment" of God in eternl][y,. This _s a glonous and me." Mean_me, eontinue inearnest prayer, knowing that . themselves• Carefully observe the fewideas which they. the fruit of the seed they-have sown. and have the
importaht trust seeing one SOMis of more value than all. with God no wo(k is impossible; and that He will el!her in "have already, and endeavour to graft whatyou say tJpon.
the wor d be_lde. Every ct*/ild., therefore, you aie' to due time take tf]e temptation away, or make it a blessing them• To.take a little example: Bid'the child look up; and " comfort of observing-that.their childreh grow in grace ifi
watch over w_th.the utmosl care,'that, whet you are - - ask. "What'do you see fhere?'_"The, sOn.' 'See. t_ow !he same proportion as they grow in years. Yet theyhave not done all.:They r_avestill upon their f_ands an-

. to your soul• bnght it is!'Feel how warm it shines upon your' hand! .other task. sometimes.of no small.difficulty. Their ¢hil-called to give an account of each to•theFather of Sp_nts. 3. Your children wl_fle tl_ey are young,, you may re-
you may g_ve your accounts-with joy and not with grief• strain from evil not-only by advice, persuasion, and Look, how it makes the grass and the flowers grow, and dren are now old enough to go. to school. But.to what3: Your servants• of whatever kind, you are to look. the trees and everythi0g look green! But God, though "

reproof• DUt also by'correction, ordy remembering, that " you cannot'.see Nim. is abp_,e the sky, and is a deal school is it advisable to send them? -. •UDOnas a kind of seconda;y children: These•'likewise. th_sme'arts is to be usedlast-_-n0t till all other have be_n 13. Let it be remembered• that I do not speak to the
God nas committed to your cnarge,-as one tl_at must tried, and fourtd to be ineffec{ual. And even then yoL_ " brighter than the sun! It is He. it is-God that made the
gwe account. For every one under your roof that lias a should take the utmOst.care to.avoid the very appear- sun, and you. and me, and everything. It is He that wild. giddy, thoughtless world, but to those that fearGod. I ask. then. or what end do you send your children
soul to be saved _s under your care: not only _ndented ,_nce'o__assion. Whatever _sdone should l_e done w_th makes the grass and the flowers.grow: that makes the
servants" who are legally engaged to remain w_tl_you for m_ldness: nay, _ndeed. with. k_ndness .too. Otherwise trees green, and the fruit.to come upon them! Think to school? "Why, that tney may be fit to live in the world.".... In Which world do you mean_this or the r_ext? Perhaps
a term of years; not only hired servants• whether.they • your own apint will suffer loss. a,ne the child will reap " what He pan dot He can-do whatever He pleases• He you thdught of this world only and had forgot that.there

voluntarily contract for a longer or shd_'ter.time: but also Rile aavantage; . " can strike me or you dead in a.n._oment! But He loves• .. . i I I

those who serve you oy the week or day: For these [oo .4. But some w_lltell you, All this s lost labour: A Child you; He loves to do -you .good, He loves to make you

are, _na measure, delivered into your hands. And it is not nee_ not.tc be corrected at all. Instruction _ersuasion... happy• Should not you then love Him? You love me. ,"God loves to do yol.I good, •He .the will of your Master who is _r_heaven,"that any of. and advice will, be sufficient for any child w_thout cot- because I.Iove you and doyou good/But it is God that
these should .go out ol your hands before.they have rect[on: especially if gentle reproof be added,, as oeca- .makes me Idve you. Therefore. you should love Him. loves to make you happy."
recewea from you somett]mg more valuable than gold or slon may require.'" I answer There may be. particular And He will teach you how to love Him.

silver Yea, and you are in a degree acc.?untable even for _nstances. wherein this method may be successful_ But 8. While you arespeaking in this, or some such man-.
"the stranger'th_,t tswithin your gatesi' Asyou'are p_r- you must not. _nanywise, laythis down as an_unlversal ner. you should be continually lifting up your.heart to : is a world to come; .yea, #nd one that wilLlast for ever!
ticularly required to see that he does "no-manner of rule; unless you suppose yourself wiser than Solomon God, beseeching Him tO open the 'eyes of their under- Pray take this into your account, andsend them to such
work", or_ [he Lord's da,j, while he is. Withi0 you[ gates;, o_,io sl?eal4.more properly wiser than God F0'Pt is God standing, and to pour His light upon them. He, an_l He masters as Will keep it always before their eyes. Other_
so bY parity of reason, you are required.to do al.Ithat is _mselt. who bestknoweth His own creature& thaihaS .... alone, can make them to differ herein from the beasts wise..to send them to school (permit me to speak

• in your power to prevent his sinning against God in any told u_ expressly, "He that spareth his rod hateth his that perish• He alone can apply your words to their .plainly) is little better than sending them to the devil• At
other instance. • son out he that Ievetn him"chasteneth h_m betimes" hearts: without which all your labour Will be _nvain. But all events, then. send your boys if you haye any concern

IlL Let us inquire, in the Third place,.What can we (Rrov xiii 24). And upon th_s _s grounded that plain whenever the Holy Ghost teaches• tfiere is no delay in for their souls, not to anyof the large public schools (for
do that al these may "serve the Lord"? commandment. •directed to aft that fear God. "Chasten learning., they arenursenes of.all manner Of wickedness), but a

1 May we not endeavour, FirSt, to restrain them from thy son while thereis hope. andlet not thy soul spare for " " 9. But if you we`(_ldsee the fruit of your labour, you private •school, kept by some pious man who on-his _rying" (xix. 18).
all outward sin: from profane sweahng; from taking the 5. May we not endeavour. Secondly, to instr[_ot must.t'e.ach them not only earlyand •plainly, but fie- deavours td instruct a.small number of children in re-
name of God in vain: from doing any needless work•or -them? to take care that every person who _s under our " " quently tOo. It would be.of little or no service to doit only ligi0n and learning tCgether. " " "

once or twice a week. How .qften do you feed their 14. "But'what shall I do with my girls?" B_' no means
talklng any pastime• on the Lord's day? Th s" abour'o|; • roof have all such knowleage as _s necessary to s#lva: bodies? Not less than three times a day. And is'the soul send them to a large boarding school• _ntflese semi- '_oveyou owe even to your visitants, much more to your tion? to see that our.wife servants, and children be
wife, children, and servants. The former, over wfiom you taught all.those things which belong to their eternal of less value than the body? Will you not then feed this naries too the children teacl_ one another pride, •vanity,
have the least influence,..you may restrain by argument peace? In'order to this you should provide that not only. as often? f you find this a tiresome task. 'there is cer- affectation• intrigue, artifice, and in short, . everything
or mild persuasion. If you find that. after repeated trials your wife, •but your servants also, may enjoy all the tainly something .wrong inyour own mind. You do not which a Christiah woman ought not to learn. Suppose.a

.they will not yield either to one or the other, it _s your public means of instruction. Onthe Lord'sday_npart_cu- ove them enough;-or you do not 10ve.Him whoisyour, gift were wellinclined, yet what would shedoin acrowd
b0Unde_ duty to set ceremony.aside, and to'dismrss _a_you s0ould.so forecast what is necessary to bodone Father and their Father. •Humble yourself before Hi_! of children not one of whom has any thought of God, or,
them from your h6use:.Servants also whether.[_y the at home. that they may have an opportunity of attending Beg that He would.give you.more ove: and love wiil the least concern for her soul2 Is it likely, is it possible,

. day, or for a longer space, if you cannot reclaim, either, allihe ordinances of God. Yea, and you should take care make the labour light., she•should retain any fear of God or any thought of
bY reasoning added to yourexample, or By gentle or that they have some t_me every day for reading, medrt.a- 10. But it witl not avail to tCach them' both early, saving her soul in such company? especially as their
severe reproofs• though frequently repeated, you must, .tiqn, and prayer and you shouldinquire Whether they do plainly, and frequently, unless you. persevere therein. whole conversation points another way, and turns upon
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things which one would wish she wo.u!dneverthink of. , PASTORAL (:::ARE
never yet knewapous, sens ble woman that had been ' * " ,." , . .. -
bred at a large boarding school, who did notaver, one • - - ,. .

•might as well send a young maid to bebred in DrLJry "" " " " J
Lane.

15. "But where, then. shall I send my girls?" If you -.i
cannot bl"eedthem up yourself (as my mother did, who
bred up Seven daughters 'to years of maturity),, send
them to some m_stressthat truly fears God: one who_e L

" ' life is a pattern to her scholars, and who has only so - - Jerry McCantmany that she can watch over each as one that must . .
g_veaccount to God. Forty years ago I did not know

-Such .a mistress in Englaod; ,but you may now find
several: you may !ind such a mistress, and SUCha
school at Highgate.at Deptford,near Bristol. in Chester.
or near Leeds.

• " 16• We m_y suppose your sons havenow been long
enough at school• and you are thinking of some busi-
ness fer them Before you determLneanything on this - - ,

head`see that your eye be single. Is it so? Is i! ypur v,ew. Mintste rin.g to "

to please G.odherein? It is.well if you-take-Hintinto your . -
• account! But surely, if you love or fearGod _'ourself.'this,
will be your first consideration, In what business w.ill " " . . - - "
your son,be most likel_ to love and serve God? In &,hat i .,,,, " , • . . , "
employment will He have the greatest a_vantage for . [ he I ast_)r[_ Sure ]?ressin_Hard lor'] bat New . • . - . . .

Older Adultslaying up treasure in heaven?"-I have.been shocked• . %Vibl_to the Church." • - •.- . _. ,
.above measure in Observing how little this is attended , " " • • . ,
to. evenby pious parents! Eventhese consideronly how . . _ -j
he may get most-money; net how ne may get most , . .. . "

. holiness! Even.these• upon this glonous motive• send " "" -
himtoa heathen master,and intoa family where there{s . " . " .- ' . " • ' .. " " "
not.the veryform. much less the power of religion! Upon by parity of reasoh,mou mayest callhell'agood lodging. , " • "
this motive they fix him in a business which wi'l neces- and thedevila good master.O learna better lesson from - '_ " . " , " by Jerry McCant " "
sarily expose him to S_Jchtemptations as will leavehim a better Master! "Seek ye first the kingeom of God, and . . Professor of Religious Education,.PointLomaNazareneCollege

not a probability, if a possibility, of serving,God` O-sav- his •righteousness." both for thyself 'and thy chil_lren: ., .
age parehts! unnatural,diabolical cruelty--if,you believe "and all,other things shall be added unto you:_
there is another World. 18. It s undoubtedly true. that if you are steadily .

"But what.shall do? Set God before your eyes and determined to walk in this path:_o endeavour by every " " - , " "-
do all thingswith aviewto please Him.Then you willfind possible means• that you and your house may thus - . " : '- '. • • .
a master ofwhatever profession, that loves, or at least serve the Lore: that every membei"of your family may - . _edical science has brought ds better health and enough younger people working to supp.ort the pro-
fears•God: andyoLJwill find a family wheretn is the form worshi!oHim. not o01y,in.form,but In spirit and in truth; I g I longer life Weare experiencinga gt:ayrevolution• gram•So. we are in for some changes•The church must

" of religioh if hot the power.also. your son may never- you .willhave 0eed to use all the grace, all the courage, "Senio/"Power" will no longerbe ignored`Television.and respond to these changesif we wish to remain a rele-
theless serve the devil-if he will; but it is probable he will all the wisdom which God:hasg_venyou; for.you Will find radioadvertiSers havebeen forcedto revise their format vant. force in the world• Part.dr our response,should be.
not Anddo not regard, if he get lessmoney,provided he such hindrancesin the way, as only.themighty power of to. nc ude the presence of older,citizens:Their numbers to take a serious 'look at"our responsibilities to older
get more holiness. It is enough, though he have less of God can enable you to break thr_ovgh.You Willhaveall haye ncreased,.andwe will beseeing moreand moreof . people.
earthly gooos, ifhe secure the-possession of heaven, the Saintsof the world to grapple_with, who will ,think these older adults• Youth has been so glorified in .me churoh that we

17. There is one circumstance more wherein you will. you carry things too far. You will haveall the powers of _,tthe beginning of the twentieth century tl_erewere. inadvertentlydeprecate old age. We.don'tmean to do it.
havegreat.need of the wisdom from above. Yourson or. darkness against you emp!oy_r_gboth force and fraud: slightly more than 3 million men and women aged 65 but the net result is that the older adults are somewhat
your daughter is nowof age to marry, and _esires your and. above all the .deceitfulness of your own heart; and over.about 4 percent of the pop.ulation_Today,we. gnored Theywill teU.youthat they are "on the shelf" Or

.advice relatK,e to.it. Now yo_Jknow what the world calls which if.you will hearken to it,.will supply youwith many ha_;ein the United States _lOne23 million over-65ers, "in the way."Many of them feel that no onein the church
a .go0d'matc_--one Whereby much .money is.gained, reasons why yo0 should be a little more conformable to ' about 11 percent Of the population. Each day another is interested in them•We have come [o associate the
Undoubtedly it IS so, if it.be true that money always the world. Bu{ as you havebegun, go on it) the name of 4,000 persons.cross the 13ouhdaryinto the wonderfui elderly with what is_decrepit and disposable.. Because
brings happiness: But i doubt it is true; money seldom" "theLord. and i_ the power of His might! Set the smiling _v0rldof old age. AbOut 3,000 persons in that category, Wefear old`ageanddeath, we relect those persons who
brings,happiness, either in this world,or, the world, to and the frowning world` with _heprince thereof, at _lefi,. _ie eyery day, giving us a notgain of 1,000 senior citi- a_rouseou_:fears by their presence..
come..Then let no man deceiye you with vain words: once. Follow reason and the.oracles :of God; not the zensevery day. By the year 2000 we can expect tha{ n the world of.the Old Testament.,old age was not
riches and happiness seldom dwell.together.Therefore, fashior_s and customs of men. "Keep thyself-15ure.'' " percentage to reach 20 percent,'And.by the year 2020• considered a defeat but a victory; _t was not a pun-

" if you are_,ise, you Willnot seek riches for your children Whateverothers do. let you and your nouse "adorn the 'we havepredictions of more thar_40 million elderly peo- ishment but a.privilege. Growing old was considered a
by their marriage. See that your-eye be single in this doctrine of God o0r Saviour."Let you, your yoke-fellow. " . . pie in the United States.... .- blessing that God bestowed. God's promise to Abraham
also: Aim simply at the glory of God, and the real hap- your children• and your servants, be allon the Lord's - It souncls like science fiction. There stalk of pushing was that he would be buried at -a good old age" (Gen.
piness of your children, both in time and eternity;.It is.a side;sweetly drawing together in oneyoke,walking in'all the age limits upward to 130 arfd 140 yeats. We might 15:15). Dying n "a r pe old age" (1 Chron•29 28, NASB)
melancholything to see how Christian parents rejoice in H_scommandments and ordinances, tilt.every one of . soon see people retiring at,90 or 100 years of age. is a blessing to be desired. God promises.to be with us
selling their son orthei( daughter to a wealthy heatOen!' you.••shallreceiven s own.reward` according to his own " • " Social Security will not be sufficient and there will not be till the hair on our heads turns gray (Isa. 46:4).
Asdo you seriously call this a good match? Thou fool. labour"!
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Honoring parents is a commandment •accompanied " . . . _i
by a prom,ise of long life (Deut• 5:16: Exod. 20:12) Dis-
honoring 'parents was 3unishable by stoning (Exod
21:17). The gray head is not a thing of shame but of
honor (Le_,. 19:32) Our:Western culture hardly _news
how to accept th_ biblical view that "a gray head is a " "
crown of glory" (Prov. 16:31. NASB). Prestige_ hqnor. .'1
and glory accompany old age. How startling to Ameri-
cans•

Wisdom is one of the positive features accompanying
old age in biblical characterization,- From Job we learn
that "wisdom is with aged men" (Job 1•2:12.NASB). Out
of respect Elihu refrained from speaking until Bildad.
,Zephar. and Eliphaz.had spoken, because they were
"olderand wiser (Job 32:4-9).

Around the turn of •the century, child develoomental
theories came into their: .own_ Psychologists talke_
about stagesof child development, but for some reason
they assumed that development, ceased at about age.
18. Developmental Psychology is lUSt now catci!_ng u13 , • . ,
and recognizin_ that adulthood is dynaqnic anclthat it is . • . " ' . • , : - . _ • . , • .

• " . : • , . " .

filledwithclevelopm_ntalchariges. "' " 'PUTT_'NG ON ' '-' speakermaYhavec°mefr°malargec'tyand'amma" 'lt'i$ now fashi0nable to'talk about."phases of adult ' " " small town or•even in a rural setting. He may' have
life.;' _,dults have discovered that there is a midlife crisis . • •i_, l_r"_l&_ff_,'l_l) " " multiple staff and I am the only one employed in my
and some attendant problems. Geror_t01ogy has be- ' SAUL_.S ./-_-,K_,l.¥1_.J.E_k • .- church: [ then compare my lack of success with his
come a fruilful,and exciting area of research..We i_re lust " " ', . ", I " ' great •success and consider, myself a ,failure. "
now rediscovering wbat the Old Testament has been . " ' - ' .
tryirig to tell us fora long time: old is not a four,letter - l It has.always been intriguing tome that David Was l FrQm that point on l must'work.d0ubly hard, for
word! This is a new frontier rn our society; andthe able to slay the gtar_t with a slingshot.• When.King Saul not only do the methods not _oi'k fbl; me but along with,

church must _ecome aware of its responsibility to mlr)is- , t. offered David his own armor, he was making av&ilable 'it I have suffered damage to my self,esteem. Now I do
to the young lad the very best n weaponry that Was, have a problem and my 0nly _'ecoursemay be to plan toter to older citizens. • " " " ..... • - •

Neither society in general nor.the churehin particular " " available at that'time. David was simply uncomfortable move on to another church where perhaps the methods •
nave understood senior'adults. It is doubtful,that ve/y W th t anti proceeded to accomplish the'task his own mighi •work for me and I can at least get a fre._'_start.',
many• pe,ople under 65 can understand what it is like . . . :. way with his Own weapon. • • " " . The only other alternative is to.leave the ministry alto-
being over 65. Before 65 we.fhink that financial security ' There has to ben esson inthis forministers. We • gether. .
and freedom.fromresponsibility will be What we most naveAndersonPhoto find ourselves in a compet tire society. The Spirit of D_,vid could have eft thehaft ef e d that day a

want in o d age.'But those who have crossed that !ine competitionis mainta ned by the making Of corn- • seared defeated, 'chagrined, i!_tle shepherd .boy. Butparisons. Sales organizations follow this principle..A something inside Of him said; Let,me try it my way.-Itell.us what t£e_, want most is te be•needed by others . " " " . . - ,,
and to,.feel self-esteem; in short, what an older adult orime minister at 81. George O'Keefe,starred his first successfu sa esman s eevated as an-examp e of suc-. w use what has worked best for me in this s_tuahon..
most wants isto be somebody telews_on special- at 90. Bob Hope has become a trad_- but always withthe admonition "because he did It, 'l certainly am n•favor of hearing the succe'ss s[ories. All

OI¢ler-people lose their status ra_3i_lly--even in th'e t_on in "his own t_me in his mid-70s George Burns is u0u can do t a so" " " ' " " - . " of us must be open toreceiving ne'w methods and ideas• . *" . • * . . . . . • . - , •

church. They no longer serve on boards and commit- going strong and making jokes about his age as i_e Some of this is done in the'church as.well.: Thq _'andthen _mplement !hem. However, We must not allow
" successful m n sters are invited to be the semin&r speak- ourselves to be'in'bot_dage to them. ' _"

tees and'areno longer asked to sing. Exc:ept for those nears 90. -. -.ers. _l'hey !e• ' I1us how. they'did t The manuals are dis- " , _ A rural church will'have a program and implement
we deem "di_ty old men." many ass0me they have lost This essay'has both acade_nic and oracticat _nterests.
allinterest in sex. and older women are often thought by I am fascinated wi(h developmental psychology, even tributed a_d the tapes, are sold. EnCumbei'ed with h s methods to reach rura people. Tl_e,statistics will in all

younger people t(_ be ugly. They are thdught to be in-, though I make no.claim to professional compmence. I " - : armor _ve return to our .places. of service to face 'the " probability, not be as impressive as the statlstics_of a "

: capable of thir_king clearly, to De very forgetful. &nd to be •have alwaysloved older people: and fo_"the past three grants in our communities. Once back home, however, , b g-city church.,:This should not however, be re'ason for
unaSle to hold responsible jobs. In shOrt, they. are ••years I have.taught a Sunday School class of sen_or we discoverthe armor smp y doesn't fit." The seminbr a rural or small town ppstor to be discouraged,.As long

' ' " ' ' " " r ' ' '" : i "' . Us we a_'e a_;hieving reasonable goa]_ commensurate-= " thought to be incapable of living• • citizens. " - . , , . • . •
Our prejudiced viewS, sometimes called age_sm, need T_fere are assumptions underlying this essay that " ' , : . w_th our oppo.rtumties, we should_• .have l'eason,. to r_-

-' to be reexam_ne'd. Newsman a few years ago were con- should be stated•• T_e first _sthat we accept the Bible . , joice. : . . - .....
" , " " . Let eyery pastor be excited and challeng6d right

.. s'tantly writing about the 20-hour workday of Golda Meir with its very positive attitude toward old age, It is further .'"
| even•though she-was in ner mld-7Os, F:'icasso painted assumed that we accept _tshol_stic view of man. Thatis, " • , where"he is serving. If.youarea David and are more
I masterworks untiIa few months before his death at 91. we do not compartmentalize man but view n_m as a ,., . . . ... " • -. comfortable with a slingshot and are Convinced you can

! Micfielangelo was {_tillSCUlpting a few weeks before he single unit• It is then assumed th,_t the biblical'approach " " . ' slay the giant with one of five stones,'then accept yoUi"' " lot as a _hepherd lacl rather than that of a king
I_, died at 89. Suppose the =works of these g_ants nab to ministry for older adults involves us n meehng the .. " . . .- ' ' " " " placed yOU where you are for a purpose_ As you are'

stopped because they were old! needs of the whole man. With such.assumptions. I nave . . , ,
" Verdi wrote Falstaff at 80; Tolstoy wrote What Is Art? the awful audacity to offer some.suggestions for minis- By General'Supei'inie_dent . faithful to Him. His purpbses are being fulfilled. Let this•

• " " be your joy and contentment,. " - ' "at 68.Even Freud. who was pessimistic about the minds try to older adults in the'church. . d_rald D. Jc,hnson
of old people, did not beg_n his best work until his 40s. 1. Prepare them for this final stage in human devel- ." ", - .... .
and he wrote The Ego and the Id at 67,Titian did n_s opment. Since the only alternative to'old age is early . • . .
finest work just before.no died at 100. Pablo Casals was death we must. through our Christian•education pro-
still play!ng the cello in his 90s., Winston Churchill was grams, prepare, people to become old. They must do
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"@ " a
ANNUITY

What is a "Tax-Sheltered Annuity'.'? " " .
• . * . . i

Made avaiiableunder special provisions of the Federal Income'Tax Law, a ..

A Tax-Sheltered Annuity (TSA)is a means for an individual toa_:cumulate ' lCJ84-85 MISSIONARYSTUDY/READING'BOOKS
money under tax-deferredconditions.for the purpose of prov.ding incoi-ne . .
for.retirement. Accumulated at guaranteed interest' rates, contril_utions as " _ ....... __. .....---

small as.S10.00 permonth may be made: " " " ' -""
. _ " _h'% I_)RTtl [ (" I_iLVI t"RI'_• • 10 SOW_

How can I put money• into a TSA? "=='=--"
" " " . - lrluD

..._&. In order to:maintain tax=deferral, all TSA contributions mus{ be remitted for =_ _ --
you directly by. your church empl6yer..¥ou and your church employer may. I -- __"
agree to dothis _bya "salaw.increase''`agreement, a "salary reddction" agree- • " " " " . • - "
ment, or a combination of the two. _ Reading Books , Resource Book For Youth

• _ ,,, : . _ A'gOW_E_EO_O_OW INTO THE EIGHTIES .- -
i --Merdtt Nielson ........ _... _ .,._•. :, S2.95- . . . _T,oCbu,_h_,_o._._oJ.s,_.d--_._.,,o_.,Reading Books

(_ What happens if I cannot continue making contr;butlons or need _ JQHNPAT]FEEOFCHIN&ANDTHE ycar'dstudy°fthehl_t°ryoLmissi°nsc°mpilcdb_/egthnal'l_lOT1F-'Sce*tarred(*)fltl_slnAdultRe:'dlng"

' PII|UPPINES_--C. Ellen Walls....... -. $3.95 . directqrsofWorldMissioqand tbeOlf_egfCburch E_ten: .
• : " " NE WM[LFORDSTC_IR_'.;[IIE'k sionSetvlces............. _ r "1 " ; ......... i"" :..$3.95 U-63084 ,_tol3tifles•.." ............. ..,Only$8.9$

some ofthe funds? . • - .... I_ ""--Fs_nMinCook/AI.Truesdale .........$2.95

" " " _ _OR AN"_LOTtlER CI_E&TURE " " "

You remain :thesole owner 0f-youraccount..If c0ntributions are dlscon- _ "-""°"_"_'°:Z"•......:....,_,_.AdultMission Resource YouthMission R_source.

"_i " 3_R[ED'AND TRIUMPHANT st Brent Cobb "... $._,95 Practical ideas for keeping tbe 'nllsslon study I'resh and PrOvides Iheleader with Resource 8ook Guide_ 12 Pres-

" tlnued,your fundscontinue•to draw interest at current.farCes.Youmay With-., _ WHEREVER GOD PLANTS 1J_ interestmgeacbmonlh,lndudcsLea_er'sGuide,Rc-_ou_ce_ureFaxmasters,maps,songbook,'andre'cipesfor
• " . 1 --YQomthy Bevil] ]_by/J. Wesl_y'Eby .....$3,95 Book, 2 _attem sheets. 4 Pressure Faxmastez,._,] 2 postera, presenbng an in,erest- fille_t)_outh-related study. "

draw funds.atany time subject to their taxability _nd any other•IRSor insur- _ _.._tor 6t,_,....................o_ $*_._sz_,_,,_,e.U_0_*...........:.:_..:......S_S U_0_...............•......:..............-.Sl,.gS
ante company guidelines. " " . . • "

What are the savings to me? _.i_c_t_0_r,_MISSION: ,__ uw ,_._,_h_b,_ -"',
, . ;,-,_ _-_-. ' ,.

Contfibutions receiveddur.ing1984 not only earn agL_ai'anteedannual effec- :_"L

tive interest-rate of I.I perCent, but savetax dollars, tOo!.. '._L_J_'_" .... ...='r-.-._"_'

Where can I get the details before making adecision? :

N 'Write.to Pensionsand genefits"Services,6401 ThePaseo, KansasCity, MO
64131,-

.- • • throughout, thewmm_stry. . . Available at you r DISTRICTASSEMBLVor direct from your

PE N S . S "" E . E F" S _ VICES " ' 1 NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE, • - 1

32F .: .. Post OffiCe Box 527, Kansas City, Missouri 64141.
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" " WHEN THE PASTOR'S gregation's) destructive •forces are
" ' " " " FAMILY HURTS broughtto bea'r.Thebuild-upofthitse forces ceil lead to breakage

"What hasIrappened _o me and and the'shattering ofthe "capsule'!
", ' " "_ " " my family is becoming more com-

"I HE SIIEPI that contains the "inner-us."

man among pastors and their fami- CONET o0o.o.,o• - [ies,"'begins an anonymou s article in some of the pressures. Pastors.and
. . Coming to" you each quarter from Pastoral Ministries. Wilbur Brannon. DirectOr a Home Life magazine. "The pres-, their families need not suppress-
" ' i sures of the 'glass house.' the lone, their feelings to the breaking point.

,LEADERSHIP- • INSPIRATION • FULFILLMENT: •. E-NRIGHMENT ,: [iness. the dor_stant demafids,of an- " "; feeling notone cares._ ergy, emotion, and se rare'enough. --
But ,.hen°Churchhas,ye0rofI CAN WE HELP "Heartline"hasbeer{ established

" crises--one major problem .after in two areas as .a pilot project to

CHAPLAIN •BOWERS JOINS .... another--the parsonage farriily suf- YOU?. give counsel to these people in• - " - "fers.". . times.of stress.,Pastors and l'amilies

' PASTORAL MINISTRIES STAFF • This pastor's story included two pastors art'de. But instead of sup" in the three districts of Florida and
• ;.. .... • - " " ' " suicide atLempLsby his severely de- port thisfamily-received harsh crit- in the Central Region. U.S.A., may

•. I .... " pressed wife who couldn't livi_ up to icism and refection. Small wonder call a toll-free number: 1-800-874,Wdbur Brannon, director of Pas- Fort Hauchuca. Bowers was com- , . "
• toral Ministries. has announced that missmned in 1961 , .tile .asupersain't'' expec/ations of her the Wife continued.to get worse in- 2021. If-the ".Heartline" counselor

' Chaplain Curt Bowers, former sfaff " Born in Lancaster, Pa., he is mar. , : church, stead.of, better` .. " " .. " cannot help, you will be'referred to
chaplain at, Fort Stewart. Ca, has rJed to the former Doris Shawver` . "The pastor "and his faqlily "are Pastoral Ministries recognizes hu- a profession,_l ncai'est youwho will
acceptedthe position of Chaplaincy They have three.children,.Sharon; " ,, subject tc_the sar_le p wsidal, men- man limitations of God-called pas- respect your need for confidentiality

• I coordinator. The post was left ya- . 26: Wiiliar_.'22: and Stephefi, 18. ta). ahd emotiona] problems that tars and their familles. When guilt is andyour.Christlanity_ '
• cant bY the recent resigfiation of After graduation from Asbury Col- iro6ble olhe_ families. "And llke add/zd to tile pressures of their llves . For more inJormation write Pas-

' " I . Chaplain.Leroy Bevan. lege and seminary, he pastored the other families, they need the loving because expectations are too hlgh loral Ministries, .6,101 The Paseo.
• . - - Colonel Bowers entered the chap- Erma church in Cape May, N.J. support of their dmrch:" ended the (their own, their church's, t|m!r con- " Kansas City, _O 64131. [] '

' }aii_cy'in 1961 andservedwith the Bowers l_as the Silver Star, .-

I l_)lst Airborne.in Vietnam, as well- Bronze Star, Meritorious Service " •WHAT IS DEPRESSION? "
" as in Germany, •Japan, and Korea. Medal. Commendation Medal with Ministers deal with it in their own church f_imiiies•where the people in-

His assJgnm'ents in" the United First Oak Leaf Clustm. and the.Air . ,2olved do not understand what is happening. When it strikes the pastor's own
I " 'States.include 'Fort Campbell, Fort Medal with First Oak Leaf Cluster. family it is Often "too close" to be _req.ognizedfor. what it is. " • "

Carson Fort Hood. Fort Knox. and [] The f011o&,ingbriefly de_c_6e_s't]_{'_,d,degreos0f severity that will helpthe
I " " " " pastor recognize depression:

• - ' " MILD DEPRESSION •MODERATE

CATCH UP--- " This is.the most common'typeo,'(the ."blues"). ""Symptoms are similar to those of

_{-__,-.,}_='_"_NN_//(__f" \ depression. It is usually brief and m;Id depres,lon but more intense,
, " WITH ." "" ." _lU& doesnt Seriously interfere with nor:- andlongerlasting.

_\'_\\ ,f\,f ".... " "' . " " ., . real activity. • An unhappyevent such as loss, " We J_avebeen in,production now enioy VIDEONET as much as • Significant events such as hot- of e loved one. career, setback,
" "' for almost h year and the. positive pastors • -idays,annwersar_es,a new iob. a etc., Is Osuallylhecau_e. Person

- • _ response .h_s been' far beyond our" 3. District superintendents ma_ing., move. as'well as boredom and _ aware of unhappy feelings but
- " frustration, can produce a tern- can't control them. ,. • ,,

. - i: expectations. Pastors, districtsupcr, the tapes avaiJa'bJe to pastors, I_orary "down_'mood. '. '_#Da lyecllvllleemay beharderto
inten_ents, and various,den0mina- Some will want to show" the' = Postpartum depreesl0n" (after " cope With. but usually am s01]

• tiona] leaders haw contacted us tapes to small specialized groups giving birth) is a common type of possibl_.:
• ' about h'ow'please_:i tl_ey are with the (new pastors• church planters, mild depression. However,Jlcar_ t Sulclde may be e danger, t

• information being produced." ' "" etc.). Others will make .equip- _ become severe, so tall{ to your mayseemlikQ.theonly'sql_0"._,
" How can VIDEONET be us¢d? rnent and tapes available to use physician it you feel depressed as pain.gets Worse.' '. _'-'_

1. In gi'o0ps of pastors with a fact]i- as their, time permits, after childbirth. Professional help may be nee,as.;"- • Treatmentis usuallynot needed, saq/,
" • tator, Study guides are provided We cover the top cs in a.concise A,.change of situation, pace. etC.. is •

as discussion starters.This helps but.penetrating manner, The Idea is usually enough." . _"--_'_

. : .. to persqnali_e the Information,. to "whet the a_petite" [or further i _--_...(_) .. !..'.,_ .

• and the.dlscussion among pas" study• We are noyal_roduclng many - • " .
• You've seen the word VIDEONET .tars will provide insights that will tapes that will be lar0adei" in per. .
. m many of our publications, and by help all pa_rticipants. " , spective..tapes that will be. Used,in

,"" now man_' have Viewed at least one 2,. With laypersons: In producing your personal continuing education

' edition. If you haven?t, you probably VIDEONET. we try to gear at program and.that of your district's.._ ./ " _,_ __ .'. "..... arerwondedTrg=if-you-are-behind-the_:---leest-a-portion-of3he-prograra to VIDEONE_. is.tru y "a' bold new . • •

times. Well, you are--but you can instruct and enhance the prod- step towa_:d creative communica- . _,_q_..-J__./ ' "catch up! _ .. - " uctlvity of lay w0rkers.'They will lion.'.' . . . []
• .. . . .

. . . "' .
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MEMO TO: Local and Licensed.Min!sters {who are students of liberal arts colleges • . : ..
. and thesemina_). • " .,- ..

• . ".• . .

" SUBJECT: .° ParagraphHM.429.1 "
If youmissHANDBOOK paragraph 429.1 youcouldbeemban:assedand In difficultywhen
ordination time approaches.Here's the scqnarlo.It happenseveryyear. The assemblyIs start-

'• . lug. PaStoralMinistries is requestedto send a Certificate of Graduation,The generalsuperln-
• •tendenth_sasked If the validation Ison hand. The hoards, the candidate,the supeflntendent, " "/_

andPastoralMinistriesarestymied.Then comesthe inevitablequestion, "How could a religion • .|
., major, .muchlessa seminarian,not bequalifiededucationallyfor'ordination? . -

! . . ." Defldencles0ccur 5ecauseqfcertaln requtred subjects,Graduationatteststo the fact that It.Is
not a matter of total academiccredits. The tensionIs that.it is possible to graduate horn
a liberal arts college and the seminary and not fully qualify for ordination.

What'sltl_e solution? First, note the qualifying phrases In .429;1 such as "thcludlng ope :But t h e -
• coursein the doctrineof holiness"'underTheology•Or, "includingonecourse in the history and

' goapolity of the Church of the Nazarene with'special 'concentrationon. the MANUAL" tJndei" . J
' Church History. Later the paragraph cautions "the ca_ldida.teshould not _expect._nyof the

, requlrem_t,nts to be_modifiedand waived." " of- • Second,the student shouldiat appropriate intervals, checkhis recordswith the registrar, the..... OUr
[ schooladvisors,andthe distrl_:tadvisors.With careful planningyou can make sure that grad- : " " " '"• uation meansyou have taken all the subjectsrequired for ordination.Proper cautionwill save " instruction

. "you delaysand embarrassment,.

• See HANDBOOK'ON, THE MINISTRY. pages 18.-19.(Boards of Ministerial Studies • iS love
• shoukf,make sur_ all licensedministerssP.ethis article,) E3 • . . .

"_.... ' J from a
" . • ". . - _ . .

i , ,

I "" YOURS,Co,rs¢H-ISTi.&N EDgCATIOH': _"°"_3Zu_MAKING" _II"|STI_Sl O'F'by Earl Wpif, isa revisedTHE reprintBIBLE,• " i. |amainiI_]•CourseNo.336_ MUSIC_ (Moody),UINSaC"THE CHURCHMI'|ST_|E$;:replaces:THE MINISTRY •OF ,CHURCHby- Vie MU-De-" :';>_• pureand aheartgood
of THE LWING WORD,_whichIs:out of " '1 'SIC HANDBOOK; by Lyn, W."Thayer' conscience

• prnt Releas_.is'sehe&iedfor'AprlL _'l L(Z0ndervan). • !"• irl_..... i J o,,uo
• _. • . _ sincere "

. Jl - • .

•: C_LB.DAROFeW.TS faith.

t 984.85._._The,Voo_o,C.erchg,o.,.. ' i:hy• • .I Time .1:5,.NASB.
August 27_September 2, 1984., Yo_JlhWeek. : ' _. , • .'
September/10-15, 1984 • NIROGA, Glorleto, Nev_Mexico " _ - - • %. =.

September 17-21, 1984 . • N[ROGk RidgecresL.Norlh Carolina - ,.ll "
", " O=lober:'l',_.5,"(_84.._ " NIROGA. Aditonda(;ks " " "' ' " "

' " " Octob_t._984':. • European Military.Persg_nelRetreat ' '
• FebruarY18-22,1985 " • NIROGA:Florlda " - . .

June 20.22_ 1985 General Conventions, Anaheim
GenetolAssemblY, Anaheim . . .
Youth Week

1985 Nll_OGA,'Glorieto,NOW Mexico " " " " "

• 985 NIROGA.Riagec(est,NodhCarbtina NAZARENE "_U=_' "_-'" _,= ¢="'_'_'A r_vOctober 4. 1985 " NlROGA. Adtrondacks " • . II ir'ilr_iL_=lll_F'KB- Ji_Jl¥1111 I_ll"_llK"l
•NIROGA. Canadian Rockies " • '" _ , " .... .

_ 1700 E Meyer BId. .....:,.•. - - _ .......... _ ., • V , .
• Kansas City, HO 64131 " : - . I

" " " " ' " " - 32K
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• THE MINISTER'S.___.________ .
• ' ON-THE ROAD COMPANION1 • .

heStoryofthe Nazarenes " " Ihe.SecondTwentT:fiveYears :, -
• - " MINISTERS. TAPE CLUB

CgLLED ,UNTO .CALLED
s ' How will I benefi_ from MTC?

. ' " " ' : -'" - Continue your. miriisterial development through tile " :
" " .Ministers Tape Club, Join the more than 2,000 other- . -,,

Vol_e 2, " I t _ j. _ "_ ,) ministers who are receiving ihis monthly 90-minute
/Ill Sl( (_\l) . tape with serrnods, classroom, lectures, sermon illus-

I n_ \ r'_-ii_ I'fi _,r_ I,_._, tralions, personal interviews, excerpts of conferences
-and seminars, and more from people like

T. Purkiser \ Eloyd J: Ogilvie • Albert L Lown. Paul S. Reos-By _ w. Tozer • Win Am.O Earl Leee william M.Greathous6 o-Dennis F. Kinlaw • and many
• - " olhers " "

icking up from Timothy L.Smith's volume Called unto Ho- Howl do f _oin MTC? "
lineSs_.The Story of, the Naz- _: r _,,,_,,,,, "

arenes--_The Formative Years [1962) . ................ . ""Simply fill.in the convenient order for'm below today,
Dr. Purkiser views the second 25 " . .... . .. . • - " .. and return it to Nazarone:Publishin.g House. You will.... -.. recewe the MTC 90-minute cassette in your mailbox
years (1933-58) of the Church of the Nazarefie. • " monthly. And Ihe cost is only.S3.98 a month (tapes

" " " " " " " " " cost "$5.25 for lhose no! club members). And aS an .

Through a period including the great depression and World WarIf the church extra bonus we will.sendyou a Heritage Edition cas-
rose to.the challenge, experiencing a time ofexplosive growth and expansion. . . " selte with your subscription,

,Its.institutions and itsmethodology were.established an d its course set. The
Church of the Nazarene won well-deserved recognition in the religious world , . .. , . ' '

as a holiness church concerned with taking th_ whole gospel to the whole

world. ' . "' "- • . . . " . - " .:x, .. _,_ HER.ITAGEEDITION I. . • . ,. 'I • 'o.i_.
An inspiring, informative, and reassuring story that Nazarenes everywhere kq"\:_,_, ",. / side Oae: • "- '". ChaCge toi _ Personal "
will read With great interest. An appendix and index increases its value as a . _,, e_ _-,_/ -, " . ' • ,' .:. , - " .
reference volume. '_ _ -_" qo/ Scripturereacling:Isaiah.60--H. I m Church • % .;. _ . . .., " " ¢._ _. / " Orlon Wiley (Pi/o! Point Oc- - : ' .. O her "
356 pages. Clothboard with attractive dust jacket. $14.95 . _ _>_>_ .:_. tober.1958) . '. . - [ Name. " "':' "

_,,,,_,_,,t,.._,,,,,-,,,,,,,_,,.,,,,.t,,o,,_,. _ 0"/. _ . Prayer ancl Bible Reading--Bud ...... '-
•- - ,,/ ." _,-',': Robinson," . ", ".' , ,, "Address ..

.... , 'j"_" Pilot Points iof the Church of the.: ': . . [ Qty, State,ZIP " " . "
,, " : Nazarene--,Hardy C. Pqwers 'Pleasecheckoneof the,foJiO_ng:,. . '

CALLED UNTO " /.. :'.' (Pilot,Po|l_t,Ocl0ber'l_8)•': l- " --.Bill melof$41'.95'l,i'm,a",uall_TCsub-0 ' • ". The Divine ResporisemJames B,Cfiapman scrlptloiT.. • . . : -
_' . , . ._ .(Kansa'sCity, Noyember 1945) % ' - __ Encl_ is $41;95for my annualMTC,sub:"

HOLINESS VOI _" "" " "deTw°:"' "•"" " " "Mail,o: ' scriptibn., , ; " . ' i,: , "[j_s , • l_me . .-Wh.a_5OriflOgfp4_r,onAml?_RoyT. William,(Det,oi, ' : .... __ Bill'meat $11:94per quarterfor MTC"
" ' ' FareWellS-;G. B.Williamson:(KansaSCtiy, June 1980) .. { n^z^rene Pu,usHINc HOusE.... :c_"

,spJn't of the Pioneers--Hugh C. Benner'(Katisa$City, J Box527 KansasCity,Missoud 64141" " " BY Timothy I_ smith .clothboard • 416 pages $9.95 : " 1974)- , . , , ,.. -'. "

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE e Post Office Box 527,Kansas City, Missouri 64141 ' " ' : "• " - " . . .. " , . 32M
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, FOCUS
your message

MISSIONS
• 2

. *, ." "

.. . _.r=u,.o,,e "

!ii "sonsof.o,_F_th_,s"- ..... : --

z," - " .. 5L-8480

=I -
!

1 _

• T_iese slitt_ sets. are availabl e on a rental .basis fromthe Film Rental Deski. '°

• . : . . NAZARENEPUBLISHINGHOUSE, Box 527, Kansas City,Miss0uri.64141. ". . .
...... " ,Rental fees are$7.50 for adult sets. Purchase price is $30.00.
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. . more than prepare for financial security; they must also
be prepared emotionally. The trauma of sudden retire-

CO j'_E meat could be reduced if we helped them prepare."_ 2. Hetp them accept this final stage _nhuman devel-
" opment. Until Weaccept old ageand old people there

" • •will continue to be the attempt to hide from it. H_w many
: - - people are"there in your'church who arestill r_otattend- ' ._ .

COMINt_J'BACK/ ing the "seni°r citizens class because they deny their
• age? When we begin to "honor the gray belial" agavn,it

" maybecome less threatenlag for people to ._cceptthem-
serves as older"adults•

__ ,_lJ [_Ul_, H l'TI _111_ rl,,1'_ .I f_"_]r rt"11 " ' 3. Help them resolve the identity crisis..Older adults
face identity crises similar to those faced by,addleS-
cents• Erikson writes that identity formation neither be-

. gins.nor e.nds.with adolescence, it is. he claimS,a life-
long development. They don't always Know precisely
where their lives'are going• They are experiencing loss-
es and they arebeing forced to change old habits•Many

You deserve a good vacation, but.. '. of them are ma_e more dependent 0n others at a time -.,

youll be back in "a: few weeks " " whenthey do n_t want ft. _,11of {his becomes confusing• in terms of one'g se'if-identity.Once theY served in vari.
and when you.return " " pus capacities of-the church, but now they see the "_

" _,oungerpeople taking over It really is not carnal jeal- ,_
-•youll be on the threshold ousy; they Wonder wno they are and how they fit. into . .

• i : . ' Of the fall program, the program:We musi help them with that crisis.
" - 4. Provide for the achievementof Ego Integrity. ErJk ;,

Erikson says the final.stage in human psychbsPcialde-
" " " Are you ready for that? velopment is "Egolntegrity vs; Despair' when one is . . .

confronted w_thdeath and the reeva,luat_onof his past
experiences..This usuallyoccurs in later adIJIt;fiood "

... _ - when personal a[_dsbcial losses become most pro- . ._
,-. " no_Jnt:ed. '

Ego integrity is achleveawhen one can acknowledge
: . . and accept the self as,a totality. This means being able " " .

• " to accel_t the good and bad. the positive and negative " . Photob_'WesleyTracy
Youll avoid post-vacation hangover if your aspects of identity without .being "threatened ,by this - . .

pre-vacation checklist is complete, knowledge• This also allows the person to accept the .inevitabilityof death. Despair results when the threat of concerns of this Writeris that we'need a healincmintstry
" - death forces the person to realizethat there is no time to in the church• There are so many people who ale h_Jrt-

Follow two simple steps and "set one's house in orcier"and exit with no regrets• Lng.wounded, ancl traumatized. Older adults with their. . 5. Help them deal po,_itivey and hopefullywith death• wisdom,'patience, and tolerancecan function as loving.

youll I_e re,,ady_,- . . ' Despite being forced tO face it. there is still ataboo on carincj hssistants to the pastor. They hayethe time to- _ talkingabout death, Ernest Becke_ in his Pulitzer p_:ize- sten. They can use.tt_etelephone and sefid cards even
" _,vinnlngDenial of Death; deals with this.tabooand sa_/s .when they cannot drive. We need people in the church

1. Locate your copy of the People Reach- that we are all terrified by the idea of death• We cannol wno have time to listen and care for the brokennearted
" • ing People booklet, it contains all the teacn people to live until we can teach them to die,. on adeep and sustained 3asis. " "Talking about-death is_not morbid; avoidance of the A'coup e of _/earsago Wentthrough,a very.traumatic..

•. plans for the Year df Church Growth, subject is .morbid. One may seriously doubt that an period in my life.My heart was broken; my life was _n
_, September _, _984_August 31_, authentic Christian life-style can be achieved 'without- shambles. I did not know what todo: did'not know

• 1985. - . facingdeath head.on. Dymg_sapart_fl!fe. Wdlsneeclto where to turn, It was a mother of Israel--8 years

2.- Appoint a local Year. of Church Growth Planfiing commi[tee and be written, plans need to.be made. old--who took me under hey;wing•She called metwo Dr
• • " schedule, a meeting noAater than August. . .... , . 6. use themin rainstry We'velong known the slogan three times,a week. sometimes ever_"noreoften if she

-. - Using this booklet and. Pastor's Program Planner, plan the Year of -use them•or lose them" and we apply'that principle for 'ffelt ledof the Lord'; to do so. She was patient. Ioyipg,
• Church Growth for your church, especially the fall program--Phase 1. younger people.Have we.forgotten that the same is true and she was always there.. - • . for older adults? Whateverelse these older adults have . Why don't wemobjlize our older adults into a caring

" " ' or don't have. they have memories. Those memories ministry? It would b6 presumptuous, to call it coun-
• . " .

• The numerical goal for the Year of Church Growth is to receive 75,000 can function as a bridge to interpret the.traditions, rlt- seling" butthey can certainly provide a'listeningear and
. . new Nazarenes into the church worldwide, an'average-of I0 per.church uals, and history of our church, The hope for keeping ,the wisdom 0{ their years.

-or 1-0percent of present membership. Your people will want.to be a part " faith alive in the church depends ul_on our use of.the • 8 Minister to the whole person.-Some older hdulis- . • " memories the order adults have,stored away. Moses are living n houses thatare not fit for human.habitation.
• " " They are on fixed incomes and they areeating dogfoodof this exciting venture ...... commanded precisely this in Deut. 6:20-24.

- '- " . " " - • - . •7."Train them for a caringmin!stry. One ofthe great and,c:at food to stay.alive. The church has been slow
., . ; . . . - . . .
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about doing anything because we thought tne govern- 11. Pt'ovidethem wiih educationalexperiences• How 1
merit would clo it. We must accept that we have a re- often we hear it: "Oh. all you needto do with the old.
sponsibility for caring for the.body as v_ellas the soul. folks is let them talk and give a little devotional." Well•i1
We cannot leave them hungry, naked, and cold. and ju_stmigntsurprJse us to discover that older adults still J

" simply say.to them. "We are praying for you." Some- have functioning Idratns!.Despitepast assumptior_s:age .... " ' ' " • " " " " "
where _n the church budget we. must rind a.way to does not bring loss of intelligence Or learning•ability;

minister to the physical needs of our older citizens. Paul disease may.The elderly deserve a good, sound educe- # -'_':_ _//j _:j _ -.._._,____--,_ \\L - . . _i ' _ . " ' I i .-"

reminds us to "contribute to the needs of the saints" tionalexoerience. . _'. _,_l}_l_.._.l_i_i_r S

from. 12:13.RSV)--especially, he says, to those who Across the country, senior adults are flocking to col-
are of the."household of faith" (Get.6:10)• lege'and university campuses. They are returning to t .

9. Physicaleducation canbe included in the program, complete (sometimes to begin)educationalcareers that I

If we realty believe-the Bible teac.hesministry to the were interruptdd earlier.That should send a clear mes- I .,
whole person, we cannot afford to neglect the physical" sage to the church• It.would not hurt if we offered them
needs of oldei"adults. Most of them are in good eno.ugh : some philosophy, theology, and biblical exeges_s--
condition to log, swim, ride.bikes, play tennis, work, and. arongwith.some mo_e "practical" Stbdiffs. " " . • . ".
garden. With the advances of medical science.they win 12. Treatlhem as persons. They are individualswith - "
be increasingly more heaIthy.:Providing safe ways for individualized.needs. Don't refer to them with derog'a- . , .. " -
them to care for their,bodies might be just as "sp.ritual" tor_ terms such as "old fuddy-duddies -orin waysthat NATURALLY SOAP IS'CHEAP genlcs, moderr_fictiori and the like.

as taking them to Sunday School• treat old ageas a negativephase of life. Almost as bad 'Th_ voice of the modern- "Thei'e is no excuse for preachers but Nazarenes cannot• 10. "r,ransgenerational Christiah education should be are terms of endearment that tend to treat older adults - - "
encouraged, In•the church we are.so inclined to _om- like children.Theydo not like to be described as •cute" preacher is Often hideously artificial" who go into the p,Jioitwith dahdruff Raymond Browning• . .May 1934
partmentalize and fragment the congregat on f you are or "adorable.'"Vjsit them. and listen to what they have to and not very natural: on-their shoulder.swhen soap is so . . .
in a certain age bracket you go here, in another bracket, say."Treatthem asfriends, and enjoy them as persons "1believethat so far as a preacher cheap; and one good application a SERMON BARREL
you go there• We are so age-conscious that some folk• who ha_e something to offer. "l'heyneee to Know they - goes away from his natural v0ice, el- week will. guarantee, protection• A
even when they have reached their 75th,birthday, still are infpot'tant; ;they want to. know they• are loved. A thor.in language.or tones• beloses preache_"should know that h s collar "Sermons.,may..eedu_'chasedby.
have a horror of being associated with old" people! basket ol fruit at Thanksgiving doe_ not make up for a " his self-respect, inward v_gor,ano is nev_arc_ean_nough to wear the the'barrel, but they cannot be defiv-
Somewhere _r the .(;hurch we need to get the ages year Of neglect, social frame. So. if we would Know secono day ....that his•home ane ered thatway. A doctor maynot take
(ogether.Old peoplecan learn from the younger set. and Minister to older adults and allow them to •ministerin the art of making good _nthe mlnis, "childrerl should be kept clear_at "all his own medicine and a lawyer may
children need _headvantage of being with and hearing your church. Wem0st respond to them as whole per- try, we mhSt be devoutly studfous, tim.es.., when people.come to your not follow h:s owr_advice but a mLn-
older• peopte_A great deal of veryeffective learning, sons over abroad enough baseto ministereffectively to sublimely courageous, SupremeLy home and find it looking ratty, o[" _stermust be a oartaker of his own

" message;.A congregahon becomes
coutd take place. Everyone is a loser•when we con-. all their needs This [s our last ct]ance to minister to' earnest, and beautifully natural." yesterday's syrup on the ¢hJldren's" likethe mihisteras much as or more
tinually segregate people on thebasis of age. Ageism _s these satnts of God because tne next stage'of their . . .. . --W B. Walke_ faces, your preachingwill not sound than like his message."
a prejucJiceevery bit asrea and as unchr st an'as"rac- develbpmem will remove them from us and from our. • ApriL1934 SOgood next Suuday. Clothes and . --C. -EMoore
'ism..ministry' Let us minister to them now. - } .. " . " )ersonal appearance 'rib"not. make "February1934

• " A LITTLE VISION, PLEASE character but they d(_help to make

• . ." " " _ _ "Some {ime'agp a little woman re_utation,and thus.help'you to suc-.. WHO'S IN CHARGE?
• " .... " _::'_ "1 . .who had tne sbtnt of ministration ceeo. -

_:..L " and justwanted to hell:)somewhere " , " . . .--J. VILRoach 'To place the entire career of the

•.. - . - -' : started a Suhday School and after a '_ jut/1934 - rainstry Under the.direction of the

_l_ chureh is' not'ngbt. -The mimster rs
" . while had"an evangelistic service. -. . not a machine.thatcan be placed, by
- " " -_,.--"_L-'_ ) .., , • 2"henshe started regular,serwces, human hands _ntoa groove that _s• - • - _ .. THE PLAY'S THE THING

" " " " ' -'_" -- _'" "YdJ ''z_"_ III_ got a crowd together and called a one o' - maclefor him in the machif_eryof the "• _ . - /- ._ < "_ • . _'--,_.._a,iII. "1"?iIi_ pastor, and later built a church build- "If our Nazarenepreachers', ehurch. Tl_eminis{er is.a throbbing,

•_ ,,_. |.. , ," " _'_"'. lllIl/_ • ing. . ..... . - shoutd some'day be-tempted to.put [iv,rfg, pray,rig, wrestl,ng marl of-"•" l_! i_"_'_-k _'._l/_'J,,.. C There were ministers ir that con- on' some gaudy play or.pageant in, God,withe divinec,II upon hiril;and
. \'_'_ _f_/., k]?, ,'N_]_. - _" "_ _ '.I " gregation who could not find any? his church inthe fond but foolish with aburning.message'_oproclaim:

• ..\_ /.,_ .. _ _-_5"-/- :' [i_ I ":" • fhing to do..Tbey would have been nopethatit.mightproveablessing, I andtoputhiminconfinementtothe

" . ":' __ .._:_"i_-" _ _N'_'_L./f-_""F--_-_l_"-_-'_t':I--!L"/_._- , nItIIIl_/ .... , glad to pastor that church or take a would suggest that ne procure the well worn systems"_!c_ervice isall -. . • . meeting somewheie, but .whe_?-it cooperati0nof some kindhearted too fi'equent_ya mistat_e.... Theie

• i _'_l_l_i_l_l_ ._"_'_'Jg_ - . . . came tc service for the sake of oth- ufidertaker to br,ng his outfit an_ are thousands of ministers r,gm this
• " . . " . t " ers they could0't _findany place to stage.:a funeral That Would be far miridte-who are serving the church

!" _ __il_/i "_,-.._ • " i" "--... "_ ' ! serve ano consequentlywere out of more appropriatebecauseitwillbe n perfeet divineorder; but that does

. . . . work. • ' . a faithful portrayal of'what is about not even infer that..the ministry has.' " _ • . . - "Sometimes it-seems we need a tq happen toyour church gone out of the hands of God and

' " _ [ " " " -cluded in a call to preach.•` pu pits nto' forums for the dis- ring source."
revive1of those things whiOhare in- "Other churches may.turn their into the•hands of men foi its direc-

.l/x/ .,1, cessionofeco om,cs overn- --Pa.s.,,,
December1934 mental affairs, racial problems, eu- March1934

"'De_r,wh/_n the doctor told you to take, Your,medicine religiously he didn't mean only on Sundays,"
. , . , , - , , , - • " , •

34
35

1984 06-08-27
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I • , . . . . " , . , ,., • ".

vival and RevolutionRe The Wesleyan revivaL,conservativein much of its political postur-
• ! • a i ':: -by LeonO. Hynson...ing'. actually.. became revolution_,ry, . _. . _, .

Professorof ChurchHistoryandHistoncal'Theology. • - _ •
Asbufy Theo/ogicalSeminaryg

t . . * . . • t
• ,. . . .

The Wesleyan,Revivalprevented tt_e "haves". an_-."have not_" are" 'tree'and finding no fruit thereon carved out,a mod.estliving on small Wesley's theology of perfect.love comPany of earnest. Christians a
II a social and [oolitlcalrevolution madeto suffer, are tortured.,driven (Mark 11:12-14). " ' " farms had been driven off the land offers the _romiseof a transformed zeal to better their livesand their so:

in England like the bloody upheaval .fromhome and murdered tnthe pro- Attenti(Snshould.be drawn tothe _ - into the cities, While. landholders relationshipto God and a new sDInt ctety as integral to their Christian •
of the French Revolution." cess, is the "bloody foundation on climate of.English church and social . controlled larger :tracts of land foi: of love towar_dthe _vorldand toward [aith and w_tness. ,The Methodist

• • _which the new society rests and life in the eig_hteenthcentury, While -. their purposes, the poor were de- our_neighbors;Thesocietyoflove-- Revolution channeled men and
This statement s a varlatLonon grows. Inthe mLndof these thinkers. there were superlative examples.of " prived_ncreasinglyof food and shel- the cl_urch_-will so iml_aCt the wOmeL_into c;onstructiverevolution

" " the familiar thesis (commonly called the [Wesleyan revival siphoned off spiritual leadership by many others "te/'.Unequal tax structures made it world thatsocialreformation occurs, including zeal _n labor_union lead-
"The Halevyl"hesis")concerning the, the I_roper force.of revolution, redi- than Whitefield and the Wesleys-- " " . . . more difficult for.emplOyers to hire Is not this the Wesleyancorrelation, ershig, care for the needy The
influence of Wesley on England in rectin9 itinward Oward spiritual peEsonslikeWilberfqrce:John New- some of these dispossessed. Hun- wher_reform and holinessarelinked - waste of human resources was

the eighteenth century. The promi- rene_yal an.d.blunting, itS impact ton. Charles.Simeon, and the Clap- ge[ and shiftlessness followed the in a relationship that sanctifies and turned arou'nd, and many were
nenceand.importance of the c a m is so much that Eng.land remained • ham Sect_the life of the Ch'urchOf, . . " " " loss ofdigr]ity. "GinLane.:'blogartr}s renews?In 1811 a billwas proposed _aughi that being created'in God's
seE_nin its broad appeal and persis-, committed to the status quo. In con- England' had stagnated. The focus painting of the London slum. re- to Parliament that was intended to _magemeant that God's love and.
tencel EvangelicalChristian's _lffir'm sideridgthis thesis: use(] as arrimu- " was Upon numan go£dness, rather ' ' vealed a depraved/demented popu- defend the Church of England , concern for human life was s;ogreat
=tto praisethe grace,of God man-
ifested-through' the Wesleyan' n_t=onfor both.radical arid conser_ 1ban the liberating word of faith iace; a people literally-sated with against the Methodists, The Meth- that they might live on a highervative s[:)eakers and writers, how Wesley learned from SLPaulvia Lu, meaning!essne_s. odists declared that their ministry plane,

prea(:hers whose- itinerary across shall we bringobleCt_wtyto bear? the_ ]'he. rules of-the church were ,_Nesley'sministry to the world par- had :hanged the moral torteof the " We now recogmzetherevival andthe nationchanged thespiritual fac_. The answer should be sought first w e _ed as a.c ub aganst those wno ish- Was" largely, confined tc) his nat_on,Surely their perception was
• of England, Academic scholarship in Wesley's own program of revival sought througn a diversity of homeland. Therefor more than'five grounded upon decades, of Wes, reform movementof theWesleyans: .

wrestles with the thesis as =tstudies and reform..Start_nginhi,sattempt to forms--field preaching or small decades after Aldersgate. he pro- leyan expe[ience: in ref0.rming'the its.spiritual force; its dedication to /
social mo,_ements. "econ.om_c evangelize the American Indians bands and societies_to produce claimed the gospel of salvation for- nation! thew.orthofeveryone, slaveor free.- " iich or poo_; _tsappeal for civil,and
trends, or historic_ patterns. (1735-37), his spiritual an¢ intel- change..Accordihgto SamuelJohn- aft.As BernardSemmel (The _eth-" Several counterarguments may religious.liberty;_tsrejectionof any
Through its insights, conservatwes' lectual pilgrimageencountered=the son. the clergy employed"glitterit_g odist Revo/ution,has shown,thisAr_ be.raisedtodispute thevalue of.the formof" elitism or superiority be-
laud the stabilizing influenceof the blockag_ of confused priorities Are sentences an(_polished periods" in m_nianmessage shaped the self- thesis, Distinct differences are dis- cause of class.wealth, oreducation:
revival that gave.to thousands of " good works at the basis of our justs- their preach=rig,but did not proclaim consciousness of the nation.. The• .. covered "in the experiences of"the its assertion of the comm()nahty of

• persons (he springs O!spiritual vital- fication before God. or is" faith in Jesus Christ crucified and risen: The great mass (_fc0Ftmon people were FrenchandEnglish. The English.had sin and thepromise of salvation for
_ty, trapsforming demoralfzed "lives Christ the prior reqi]Jrement?He re- laborin_ .class was largely ignored ' • " : drawn to re_gnlze their Worth be- , •• a long .history.of release from 'the. all. In sum itssuc_,gssful program
and .giving a reason for living, This.. turned from .Georglain 1,'/3"8In a andm consequence they.were often fore God. Th_h{gher (_lasses.often force of oppression,even if as in the ot reforming church- and nation ,
meahs that the power of the age td.. state of uncertainty about the ways. b[utish .and alienated: Society to their dismay, were convinced of .Magna Charta (1215).it was more through its message of full salvation "
come not only mo,)ed them_toward of God and.his own ministry. Christ treated debtors and petty criminals their lack o]'merit beforeG(}d. Fhus psychologicar thanpolitical escape, helped to generate.a thorough revo-
the hope of heaven But also pro- . opened mind:and heart for Wesley .with unbelievablecruelty, the whole nation p(]rticipated in a In the Act of.Toleration(1689) many lution of English life.
vided them with a vital energy and' at Aldersgate, Henceforth. he would Where the church iscommitted {o leveling process that flowed from Englishmen recewe_ the right .of, "
purpose for living in the world: "In-,"see his calling to.be a .ministry of. :its own "best nterests" in a society _ the theologicalaffirmationof univer- [reeexercise in religion. TI]ose who stand gr&tefully[n the
the world'qthey were seized by the reformingand redeeming the world, geared to self-seeking the demoral- sa! g_:ace.. " heritage of Wesley.believe that the
urlshakab3E:conviction that God's ,As long as he lived, .he. in'concert 'ization of secrecy.follows;Thebreak- " I The Wesleyan concept of human In France,the chL_rch_waswealthy revolutioncame--a mightyspiritual
kingaom could be realized in the "withhisbrother Charles. sought 'to down of.morale and morality _af- 1 sinfulnessalwayswecluded, for him in land, property, and resources, renev_31.With it cam_ theenergy for :
pledge of.the Spirit and that sp_ri- serve the present ,age." Any. inter_ fected every sector of English andhis followers, utopian-illusions, holdi(_gas much as one-third of the 'reform:'for economic improvement
tL]al,.moral ar_d.hLJmanworth' must pr,etation'of Wesley.that divides so- society Bernat:dMandevillewent so " " " Theworld cannever oecomea para- property. It'exerted great power _n througn responsible and diligent el-
be and can be affirmed under God cial reform and spiritual awaKe0ing far as to argue.that the Drivatevi(_es dise..because sin and human fail- ',the poltical arena; A spirit of hatred fort: for a stewardship of life that
to possess maximum worth, or minimizesone calling n,order to i3ursuedby thepeople actually con- ". " ures Willever abound. "Never."that toward the clergy was evident. The helped,prepare E.ngland for the In-

From the.ecdnomic and political amplify the:other, has not given tributed to the benefit of:the public. " is. until the power of the gospel pre: church =n France could not be ig- 'dustrial Revolution:and a mbdeling
left. socialists...Marxists,and libera- Wesleyhis due, ForWesley,renewal According to Wesley. too many phy- vails,and the Lord reigns. However. nored as it could be. and .was by - .of Christian faith and life that con-
t_onthinker.scriticize and lament the _ toward reform, Where renewal is s_cianswere concerned about tt_e_r Wesley believed that the "grand many common peop!e,in England. tinues to bear its fruit. The Wesleyan
i'evivars undercutting of the "cor- minimized, t;eform becomes mot- fees. and not their competency.Too Pentecost" would come and bring The Wesleyan revival, conser- grasp of that "faith.wh{Ch works
rective" processes of revolution that alism, And _,l_ere reform _s rain- many persons of wealth.diverted . "_ . the restoration of the spirit of-the vativein much of its political postur- throughlove': contains thegerm0fa
bring justice and equity to the poor, imized.renewal is cut short. Revival " vas_amounts of gra_r}from hungry. Early Church exemplified n Acts _ng,actuallybecame revolutionary.It redempdve,-possibi.lity that once
the dispossessed, or the emerging without moral and spiritual reforma- people in order to feed their sleek _--4. ]'he power of,sin will be sub- embodied revolution grounded _na more (nay _:hangethe.face of the
"have not" societies,.That many of "tion is likecoming to a blooming fig horses. Too many poor, who had ', ject to the triumph of grace, spiritualdynamic that gave the n.ew world."Lord, let it happen again! Y#
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- " " THE MINISTER'SMATE " " • • -
.. ... . .. _,- THE MINISTER'SWIFE

. .: " " _ . .The Stereotyped Leader's. Wife " .

" " ' b_NazolMcAhste-Sylrnot: California . . " . "

. . . . . , .j Who is she? She is never able to relax '
• - What is.she? _ All--because her husband_syour spmtualleaaer

........ " " t Webster says, its an unwavering form or pattern, It _stotalorueJty.

i. hewn9 no individuality, as though cast from a mold almost saEllStlC• . -•. .II , " " _ " , ' then but that is the way it,s -
• ' . Why have we created her? for the wives of our country s leeaers
• ' The Derfootstereotype of a leader'swife?t " Robots

COAT OF ARMS She is killing us, thtsmonster . _. Decausewer_aveoresertbedi_: IA '. we have created a certa,n styleof I,fe

" : and she d_)esn'teven know who she Is, a particularmode of dress •

t . . ,i She is likea doll and our own-rules of conduct Ior he_
• a I_feless " All of them uhrealist=c

. • • • • " " " " " . . " . . . . . . " " , color[essgol[ ". .. . unfaf_
-. . Wind her up and unlust

• . by Frances Simpson • .. tell her now to lOok We req_Jlrethings of he'r "
" " . . , , • i . • : . wf{at re wea_ t_avee _udes oWarcIher '.

' " . what to say . . . tnat we never require of anyone e_se
. end she w_llstlake _,ourhand end it LSall _o

_J " " " • . smtJe, - Innureane . .

H " " - " " teachyourchildrenin SundaySchool We aave =nt=m_oated " " "
a,Je,you ever maae a personal " As Ipull b'ackmemorys Curtaina bit, I'veenjoyedbeing a wife and mother. . . ' • play the piano. " • hindered-theDrogress
coatof arms? I'did tt]ts re_ atra_nofunpleas'antthoughtstum_ but l'vehad to work at it. Haveyou? leadt_ecnol, " " gndstitledthehle -.-

cently; and.'a'sl did. I olsserved a bid out: but .1Dush them aside tO I have exoerienced some .orgulous. • I_ singsolos; o]countlesslao_es - ".
" attend prayermeeting; • as.we nave struttec our stuff and

number of elementary principles observe a young girl sitting on the, " moments;.:and, at times[ rye cried " " : .leadtnewomen'sgroup discussedourprel3osterousexpecial_ons
that are standard for the Christiar_ back porch listening to the whip- .out for wisdom and"some co.ncrete andnevermissaservice, t'or-lhew_leofourleade_
life. Since you are reading .this arti- . pooi'wiil,:pickir_gblackberries, oath- answers. But it coildnues to be a Shecanleadworship_ " " Sheisbeingkilled " " "
c|e. yoL_rhusband, like rrlln(_. _S erlng hickory nuts in the fall making woqderful experienCe_.-thatof tak- andnotevenknowyouerethere Dyournonsensicaldemands.
Drobablyengaged in :full-!lineChris- daisy, chains, catching lightning 10ga small bundleof loveand trans- -Shemightknowyourname . Letusal]--apoJog_ze • •but st_ecan't know you or me" =none mass demonstration el understanding and love.
_an w_rk. and perhaps my coat of r_ugs.on a warm.evening kneeling forming it into a man.'orwoman that' • . _ ' and we can't know nor bog her to forgive us
arms-.wl resemb e yours. " b_,the bedroom window and-looking will inheritGod's kingdom, because she is so busy and occuDle(3w_tn , for our Unoenomg [atuousattdude_. . . ..

In :.the center of my design is a - - . I#eingthe perfect person we want nor to be .. an_ owe nor room to breathe
_ictureof me. the way I amtoday, ! out at the stars, . PRINCIPLE NO. 4_,-God can thatshedoesn'lhavet_metofindout togrow,. " " . .

.am a combination of whatever God PRINCIPLE NO.2--Life is good. lake care of my family. - woo sne =s " and to oe herself a lady of worth "

gaveme inthebeginqing..shaped by The next sYmbol on m'_ coat of The last symbol-on my coat of ' ' whatshewants ,, .Letusloveherassheisan_g_venormeogportunay
the environment in which I grew up arms is the church. When I was 10 •: arms is a hibiscus bloom, Our first orwheresheis-going " toddmonstratei_erownab_lit,_to"loveThe strain we "laveput her unde_ and be her t_iend.,
and changed from t{me to time by yea[s oild. the Church of the Naza- two r_astorates were.in- Ff,orida s unbehevablycruel " Letus allowthesewords
the people and.circumstances that rene came to the village v_hei'e I where the hibiscus flourishes in bril-, makingherlive_na glasshouse, howeverstrongtheymayappeartot_e
haveentered my (ife_ancf]heyt_ave lived, pitched a tent. and began liant reds, yellows, and pinks. Here I Expec!mghertokeepItperfect to keeousinH_slove
been many. holding services Out of curiosity I did most of my growing a_,a pastor's- " bareIdealchildren. , ur)oerstanmngendcar=ngfor

I am not all that I want to be yet; went with the other .neighborhood. wife. so the hibiscus bloom repre- alwayslOokright (whateverthatis). our,.Pastor's Wife. . . .

.'lj out. as someone has said. "Th'ank " children to see and hear the "new sents Cedar work. Why the hibis- '
the'Lord. I'mnotwhat.lusedtbbe." foll_s m town," Within a year,.| had cus? lt dates back to about15 years . . . . . " .... . ,_ .
I used to.bea perfectionist Were been saved and sanctified and had ago when Iwas going:through adif- the birds couid drink and pTay.It PRINCIPLE _O. 5-- rleed "to "keep lines of communica_tion
you? I-tried to do e_,erytnmg-.just joined_he.Church of the Nazarene. ficult period of adjustment. Our son. worked! But then I observed the keep growing, open,
ngnt because wanted people to like Like many of, you, I met my nus- Mark ' then about eight years o!d, .crack lying !ike a scar beneaththe At a recent oreachers' and w=ves' be gentle and kind:to everyone.
me. Finally,t dis,coveredthatnoone "band at a church college. We were was playing w th h s dad's go f swirling Water.Impulsively-Ireached meeting on our d_strict, 'the ladies accept people as they are, .
could lit'into the'mold I had formed- married in the church. Our children clubs. A stray ball struck our bird- over,gathered a handful of hibiscus brainstormed the qu'estion: What smile and possess a good

I for myself so I backed:off and let were'dedicated to God _n the bath by the ficus treeand crackedit, blooms, and set them afloat in the characteristics should a pastor's Senseof humor.
God do. the fashioning. Through church. Most of our-friends .are in on one side. enoughthat all'the wa-

i " "water.The effect was beautiful. Re- wife possess? This is their corn- be a good listener:life's circumstances and whatever the church. The church is.my bus- ter trickled out. The birdbath be- joic=ngin God's goodness. I sang.to posite answer: Keepse(_rets.
yieldedness and fortitude.l have bar_d's employer. .my benefacto_ I came a symbol of my own broken- - Him that morning: Thepastor's WifeShould:" - admit her faults. -

!. been al_le to contr_13ute.God has like'thechurch. It doesn't haveto be ness. as I observed it day after day. . .depend t0t_,llyupon God.
made me into the perso[_Iam today, a l_erfectinstitution for me to appre- In time.-as I prayed and leaned on" "Let the beauty of Jesus Be seen maintain good devot[onal hab- be hospttable.

PRINCIPLE,NO. 1--God has a cJateit and brag on it, the Wor_. God carried out His pro- tnme, its. " Perhaps.all of the above can be.
plan for my life, PRINCIPEE NO. 3--God works cess of he_ling. As an act of faith, I All His wondrobs beauty.and pu- be herself and lille herself, summed up in the statement:A pas-

In one corner of my coat of arms through His churph, set out one morning to restore the rity. havecomplete trust =nher flus- tor•'swife should be the Unique_er:
is a cotton ball. w.'hichrepresents my The next thing on my coat of arms birdbath, t apptLedthe proper glue to May ThySpirit divine filllhJs being bane. respect h_m.and sup- sonGpd=ntendshertobe.{ullysub-
"growing up" years, Youmay have a is a picture of my family--the most. {he broken parts and laid the'basin of mine, port him. mitted to Him. a helpmate to her
t_ucl{eyeor a sunflowi_r,-I was the important people in the world _ome. on its side to dry. Eartythe next day Let,the beauty of Jesus beseen in exert a positive.influence in the husband, a. hom.e builder, and a
first child born to a young coupleon For 28 years I've [?eenin the middle I hurried out. t0 "fillit with water and me. . . home. friend to tne congregation,
a cotton farm in southern Alabama. of whatever took ;)lacein our i_ome. again set it,beneath theetree where.
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•.FINANCE . . ' EVANGELISM
. . _, , . ; , , , .

..... CHURCHEMPLOYEESOR " Tithing the ,TimeJ . '
...." ..INDEPENDENT CON- I iJ!TelephoneEvangelismPla n: TRACTORS??? '

" " by PauID. Fitzgerald " " " " ' by J. Lester Seal - - • -" AdmtnmtratweAssistantfor Pensionsan_lBenefits-Serwces " " "• ' " . RetiredPasto_Churchof theNazarene.CasselbergFlonda
Churchof the Nazarene .. " . . , . .. .

. 1 .

"Dear Sirs: • tionship exists between the church and persons per..... .
The only.employee we have besides our•pastq? is a forming such services as an independent contractor: I- was weanea of watching the sanctuary door-in the us found. It evorveotl4atmy wife and I did most of the

parHime custodian (or sect'etary). Do you know of any" therefore, no w thho d ng _srequired. However.thelocal .11hope that a visitor Would enter There were indeed teleDhonework.
way we could oa]Jthem by co.ntractand save the tr,b_Jble chLJrchmay still be requiredt°rep°rtt°{helRSth°se ".few.Why? ." i was handicapped by tne sr0a[Inessof my group, lf,a
of withl_oldingincome taxes and Social Security (FICA) payments made to an ndependent contracto_ The Tax Last year F_rn Park Church of the NazareneinQested .. pastor had from 5 to 15 callers, with as many more
ta_(es?" . " • Code prey des that payments for.services to an inde- -

pendent.contractor inexcess o($600 per year.must be $1.500 _nnewspaper advertising that covered Greater .".friendship-visitors."I think the'results could be aston-- Or ando. Ode week•wespent morethan $200 for a very shing, I had personally caught tile vision, anti I refused
In or_eformor anotbe[ this question has been asked reported to the IRS on Form 1099 MISC. large display.,hoping that this starthngspace would at- to let it subside.

literally hundreds bf-times in-financial semtnars, corre- ..
spondence.'and.telephone conversations. Fortunately, WHAT'IF WE DON'.TWITHHOLD AND REPORT? tract new people. There was wrtually.no response. " Procedure "
the answer is fairly straightforward. Howeve£ it.is usu- There are criminal and civil penalties for willful failure We made•the usual surveys, but the Drospectswere On August 2911978. sat at the ohone and dialed my
ally not the answer desired by the questione_ to comply with withholding and reporting reqdlremehts! " " few if any.I do not recall that we had as many as:five .first nUmbe_"He,'lo.Mrs. . ." t saLO,"1am Rev
WHO ARE EMPLOYEES? : - In additLon,the amount of Social Security (FICA) not outside ceople enter.the church doors tt)at year. Se(_l.the F3astorof the Fern Park Church of the Naza-

There are:basically {wotypesof employees defined ,withheld at the time of payment'from an employee's A chain of thought began.to alert me to another rene, real ciose to where you live. Db you know of any
by the TaxCode: sti]tutory employees and common lavJ salary (that must laterbepaid) becomes the responsibiF - method of recruitment,'l prepared 'a messege-'on the- children in the neighb.orhoodwho do not attend Sunday
employees. Statutory employees'have specific'allyde- _tyof _heemp dyer The employee has no obligation to tithe of timeas well as that of money--the 168 hours in School anywhere?" (Later. I sometimes satd. "Hello.
fined ,obs that on the surface mightappear t() beself- later reimburse the employer forsuch amount.,Furthec . . everyone's• week and the,consequent16.8 hours we Mrs. ------,.I am' Rev:.Seel. a minister _ere in Fern

• employed positions v_ere it nbt ,for the statutes that in some cases, an Officer or responsible employee may . owe God, Allowing fo_the hours spent it';church service Park. I amdoing a survey. Many people in our area have
define the work as that of an employee. The common becqme personaly iai31efor the taxes and penaltio_. " " and for:family and _ersonal'devotions, there Would,still not found their.own church 0rany church as yet. and'l
law employee s the category,that affects local churches nvolved. ,. _e time left for special service to God. am trying to d_scoversome of these nice people and be
most often. ,. ,. . I-challengedour 15 families to win a family each be-" he!pful and. friendly." Using a push-button phone, it

•. The TaxCode defines a common faw employee gen- WHAT IF WE ARE NOT SURE F WE HAVE AN • " "erally as anyone who.performs services that can be EMPLOYEE OR INDEPENDENTCONTRACTOR? "tween then and the next assembly time: I realized this takes very little t_me"to dial a number and say.mywas "old material." but I told them they could use their 'piece.") The "callee" may.say the family is already _n-

controlled by.the employeEThat is. the employer has'the .The local church 'should"carefully consult tile :'Em- ' ' . own methods or accept a plan that I would present t[qat volved.Only five or six navesa_o•.'lam not _nterestedin• re,gion,"but even these often say, 'Where is yourployer's Handbook [Publication15) and the free Publica-
! legal right (evep if not enforced) to 'control the means, would trarisform the old into new material.... _,.
- methods, and'results of the services provided. If the tion 539 fop examples mat might, be similar to the . church located. "What time iSyopr morning service?"
I employer/employee re!ationsh_p is deemed to exist church's situation. (Both publications are available from " . • . " .- " I had learned the technique of commercial telephone . :'1attended ),our Churchbefore moving here."l listen for "

l based on the facts in each case. it does not matter what the IRS office. See your telephone.directory for listings canvassing and rer'nembered'thatabout 50 calls a day nuances--hesitations---: eacling phrases or sen-
it is called nor how.the payments aremeasured or paid. in your area.) Consultation should be made with a local • willresult in five'appointments. Twoof these will proba- tences_from there I simply speak from my heart.'l talk
nor if the services are Performed full time or part time. tax counselor for advce If'questionsstill arise,a special bly "back out" when the representative kn0cl_sat the as long as the callee wants to'talk, and estabhsnrap-

_-i " _he erfil31oyermust determine any. tax.able,amounts form is available.fromthe IRSto request that they,de_e'ro - door. three will admit ,him and listento his appeal: and port. I tell her (it is usually a woman) will sendher _ "
paid, withhold app.ropriatetaxes, p_y'andreport those mine ifsuch person has an employment relationship .. one will purchase the pPoduct, The.salesman goes m_meographedsheet that gives our location and the

i:! taxes to the IRS.Virtually all church'custoclians, church with the local church. In no case should t.hequestions home with a handsome commission He.is not discqur- times of services. " " " .be.ignorednor should there be willful failure to abideby , " - . " aged 1:)3the 45 original rejections, nor. Dy the 2 at'the My ninth callee that morning said'that.her, uncle and
] secretaries_paid choir.directors, papanursery workers, legal _equirementsfor.withho d ng and'relSorting either door, nor by the time consumed in making the three nephew had both.been Nazareneministers _nWest Vir-
I etc., ar.eViewed by the IRS as common law employees._ Wages paid to .employees or payments in excess of presentations. He expects that the law of'averages will ginia. I responded prope_'ly.Then she said. _'Willyoucall

WHO ARE klDEPENDENTCONTRACTORS? $600 to iodependent contractors. -' _ _ " ." finally produce.- . . again?" Would I! The next day m_ wife and I visited he[
',:" Some local churches do hire independent Contractors " " Most libraries have a city directory thai lists names. Twodays latertwo of our ladiescalled andsaid that they

.. • . whpoffer specific services to the general public. Goner- . . • •. " addresses and telelSho0enumbers by streets. Group- would come after her fqr church.. She said it wasn't
.ally.in a yearstime an independent contractor will have (Nazaronesmaymc_uestlurt_Qrinformationonhow'thisBDDliestotheir rig tl_esein lots of 50s,.I pasted eachgroup)ng.to a 5 _x necessary but .they insisted as'l had urged them to do.

- churct_esl_yrequestingMemosonChurChManagementNos.3,6.and?from 8 '_ card and challengedmy people to each take a card. She did come. Ti_enext Sunday she came on her own" more than one organization to whom he offers serVices. PensionsandBenefitsServices:6401l"i_epaseo.KansasCmty.Me64131,) ., . -
An example wouI_ be services provided by a jar_itoriat Theinformat=oncontalnedinthis•articlelsofagenoralnature•ltisnotollered. _ Most of my little group did not feeladequateand'asked .and found.God. I seldom weep but I could not restrain
service, snow removal service, roofing contractor, etc., _s,spec,f_clegalortax"adwce."Eaci_churc_and=nd_v_lu_Jsnouldevaluate=ts tOdo thei_project in their own way. I then asked thereto the,tearswhen she rose from the altar radiantlyhappy =n
that advertises city,wide;•Noer:nployer/employee rela- ownuniquesttuat_oninconsultatiodwttil_ersona=,_egal.'and.taxadvisors, be my assistants, following up on prospects the rest of her newiound salvation.- • _.. - • . i . • . " (Continuedonpage60_
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] a 24-page 5,/2" x 8'/2' booklet using will allow adequate tlmeto prepare,En- Our primary expenses we_;efor Dubliclty _.
" less than two reams of paper courage them to study and pray to- and utilities. You might want to consider

"THE HELLO PAGES" is a low-cost -gether` This wilI help to cement ,their anhonorarium for the principal Bar-
" high-mileage y_ay to'build community _n thoughts and avoid duplication of ser- t_c_oants.

T_E IBE_ __T " " mona. Schedule. the spe,kers in me Schedule Derloete gatherings to

"'_ a congregat_(]n. --WJlham L, Poteet most logical or meanin_)ful_sequen(_e, check,on the progress of various as- :

• " • " Union Missouri Consider What to Preac_ . peels of the services and avoidlast-

TRY AN IN-HOUSE REVIVAL " " You may decide.to center around a minute proolems.
. topic sucn as lustification, sanctification, Presentation J

• J ; Does your church need a new surge or g[owth in the Christian life• Or you Because the spiritual foundation of
1 of wtal_ty and spiritual •life but there may choose.a•book Of section of tne your people ha_ been'broadened you
I

seems no .way to schedule an evan- B_ble . will find you have a more well gr`oLmded
: - - " | ge}ist? Don't, des(lair` Your church can We cnoae the Book of Romans and congregation. They will have worked to-

. " hold an -in-house rewvat used both styles. Wh e we preache_l gether for months toward common
COMMITMENT EORMS "Actw_t_es {SpeCify -- ) Music Di;'ectbr: And what is the chief I coordinated a senes of rewval rues- "romselected texts we covered SUCh goals: and they will do their best to real-

Comm_tmem forms come _n many .._ JuntortCh_tdren's Church (Specify a_m of man? . sages Jn our local church, af'rd the re- areasas mentioned above, The goals of ze them• You w_ll reap the harvest ol
El(inks Here s anomer usea (]y tlqe c_} . Choir. To bnng glory to God suits were successful and astlng. We evange,sm and Christian maturity can your pr6(]arations and labors.
Youngstown F_rst Cnurch of the Naza- -'_ C'antata/Play s/Specia_ D_ys Congregation: And sing praises.to H_m used ,(he talents of our own people _n be realized tn m_sway. In out'services we m_n_stered te our
rene w_tn good results (Specify _ } in His.sanctuary. " _ preaching and music Enthusiasm ran own-people and also to visitors an(3Persona[ Phone or Card 'Calling Paston 0 Lord, our purpose Is to glve nigh. and there was a shift lrom oassive " Consider the Music family friends, Our Sunday morl_mg,

Commitment Day " .(Specify } glory, pi;aise, and honor to Our God. For response to active part_cipahon _and Select music thai will broaden ann . Sunday' g{ght, and Wednesday night

Scnpture" -"Commit my way unto me Bible Stud_es _nthe Home (Spec!fy He is worthy to be praised., ' " commitment. They became _ware ot ' complement your services. Music helps services a_lshowed an increase in often-• . - __- Congregaton.:Our;Lor'd we again ded_- " " the_rownab_litiesana{tmaaethe_rfaith to prepare the heart for worship and dance We began to average e0 Derc_m
Lord {P_, 37:5) beseecn you tttere- - Help in Work on Church Build_n_ls" cote ourselves to Your work and ser- more meanrhgful: The number ol md_- ara{se, of our Sunday morning attendance aLfore brethren, by me mercies of God,
that ye present your boa_es a hwng & E(]d_ament (Specify _ v_ce viduals and fa_ihes involved was much Consider Prayer: our omerserwces, and months later we

___ Involved _nOrganized Senior Cit_- Choir: We dedicate ourselves to,bnng-: greater than'_ln traditional rewva_ ser- Prayer and meditation are essentials _till'do
sacrd_ce, holy -accebtable unto God . zens' Group (Specify i. _n§praise to.Your holy name. " vices: " '. to me proper outcome of all revivalistic Other. increases were ewdent in h-
which. _s ./our reasonable service " Latices" Fell(]wsh_o (Specify __ Musical.Direr'for: We dedicate these The ootentlal for holding an m-house r:novemems Plan for private and pu61ic nonces and outreach _inlstnes.from 12:1_ " ---

• • :. hymnbooks to God;_for, His pro=so and rewvat series =s lust wamng to be . prayer t_meS My pastor -says, "No Follow-up
" Reahzmg hOW _mp(]rtam it _sto Commit " Men's Prayer/Fellowship .E_reak!: glory . taPPed,-Here are some of-the t" rigs you prayer• no tea((ItS: little prayer, httle re- " '

myself wholly to the work of Christ-anc fast (Specify " .1 Congregahon and'Choir: We dedicate .. " . w=llwad( to cor_sider in planr'rng yours suits: much prayer• much results Establish lasting results by d_sclpling.
to H[S Church: saeciflcal-,', to Young- : __ Evangelistic/Soul-,winning Efforts mese nymnbooks t_ God, or uplf [ng those.who have made spiritual dec=-
stown First Church of the Nazarene - . Planmn_ and Preparation' . " Other Considerations slons and advances Provide Bible stud-

Youhgstown, Ohlo, I'make the fbrlow_ng (Specify _- , } His people. Sch#dule the revival services for the WMeO you have the arrangements [es: orayergroups, arldother avenues.of
comm=tments. By the help of God. I will _ Other (Specify Pastor: For, edification, nstruchon and near future. Allow about three monms• , conv!ct=on, sell.led, you need to publicize me ser- contact so you will npt lose the sotntual.

be faithful _nmese comm_tmems, " " .) Congregation:We dedicate these hymn. lead time .• Select'a committee to coordinate.the, wces -m •your cnurcn and community, gains you have made•. . Personal visitation, letters, or other me- In-house revivals aren't meant to re- "
',Check the appropr ate b_ank (5) I will pray da_ly Ior my local; dlstrJct, .books to the glory of'God " mus_ the sDeakers., promotion and

or make comments _ and genera.churcr_ leaders (mclud- Pastoc For encouragement• praise. JOy.... other _tems that app y to your church dia will enable.you to target areas or place traditional methods, but to supple-.
•(t ] (]rom_se to tatthiully ma_matn abet- trig our d_Stnct superintendent per- and growth _n grace,7 ....... oeoole you want to reach for special ment them• You can use these gu_de-

sonal da_ly devotional life,, reat_ztng sonne_ at headquarters, co eges, '. Congregahon: We dedicate theset_,mn- Consider.Who W_IIPreach contacts hnes fo T0u_ldyour local church. You have ,,
how important it .is to my own life. and seminary, etc.) ann '.4,upport books to the (]raise of G_d." You can, use ministers ann the laity Services may'be lu'nded through nor- me talent Utd_ze it. . .

• ana tpelife of the cPiurch. __ mere _n oersonalconcern rea,zlng Unison: Tha1_all God's people may s_ng . " Early selection of speakers or soeaKer mal. methods or,by a _pec_al project --:-'John R..Hughes _ "
(2) I:prom_se to be consistently faithful my respons_bd_ty 'to t_e whole H_Spraise and be hftedup. It}at we all , " . " ' - . "

in attendance of all serv}ces of me church m_]y benefit from t_e m_n_stryof.song "

church, realizing me m(]ortance of (6)RealizingthatGodglvesallofusln. and mat God's holy name may De _'_:_C_t1__ _ _:_r_C__ll_11_ _r,_y _nvolvement ann w_mess to me spirations and insights.mid His aroused _n His sanctuary, we reverently _ : , __ "
church n tn_s area work• I am sugges(mg the following deO_cate these hymns .... .

(3).lw fathfullyt_the(10percentofrT{y mmg5 to be considered by our --DonaldE, Sides • . . .
_ncomet " ahg _n addition ci_urcn, some of wh!ch may de new . Cadsbad New Mexico WAI_FrED:/_ Baptistry. Contact: Hey."Jeff Also have Dr`W. B. GO,boy's theology and e_Velope. Money from the sere ot .these
gwe diner offerings as the Lord d]- _ns_gnts ann ½ome of which may be . . Bbtstord. UnionCity'Wesleyan Church.204 cornmentedes. Many others: £mr_tidng--_ books andjeumais w_l helpto make it pas-
reels reahzing the neces- new ways ol acing wrlat we ,are THE HELLO PAGES st. Joseph Street. Union City MI 49094. "selling c0mpletelibrary; many out of print, sib_efor me to enter the Lord's service in a"" " ,Con _: : Hugh L Slater`1O0Nortlg:laleRd.. fuU-timecapacityasan eyange!_st.

s_ty of such to fulfill God's com- presentlydoing: _ " " " FOR'_ALE: B_ks by.Dr.J. B. Chapman: Glen Bumie, MD 21061. [301-761-9498) FREEi Copies of the Preacher'sMagazine,mandrnent to tithe'and my personal In _n effort to encourag e tpe estab- 1. Ask D_ Chapman , .
" I_shment of new.friendships and to aid " I 2. "Tll"eDivine Response " FORSALIE:Wdteme. WilliamThOmpsen.9 including the Nazarene.pastor for the"fot-respons=bfl=ty to g_ve to God's work•

(4', I ;W_IIpa{ticipate in the life or the new members =ngetting toknow diner 3. Religion and Everyday Lite York Dn'{,e.Shore Road, Belfast B.T.15. lowing years: 1951-53. assorted copies;
cnurcr by making• mysell a_,ailable DEDICATION-OF HYMNBOOKS folks _nour congregation, we publish ' i 4. Single9 in,the Shadows 3QY.Northern Ireland. to obtain I_kS by 1954:59. August 1961-77. "
tq .help aria contribute my t{me. tal- annuahy =THE HELLO PAGES." " " , Becks by D_ George D. Watson: " theseauth(]rs:G.D. Watson Hey.S. D.Gar- Th'e monthly Bible 8Chcol Joum_ Feb.nson.S, L Btengte. Edward Corderoy.A.B. 1954--Sept. 1959 (most copies').You pay

ent, and energ=es to the to ow .no ar- Sides and the Church Street ChurchofHerecsa ceremony used bY Donald. lishedUnlikeb)/the"Mab°°k'°fBell."asimilar,.THEtitleHELLoPU_3- 2.1"God's Fir_t Words "OUrOwn God Simpson. Bud Robinson, H. A. Baldwin. postage. Firsfcome., first served, .
eas "of church WOrk: . " " A M. HJ_S.John Wesley,JohnFletcher[Dan- Ccotact: James N,.Lee., Box 1737, Case

__ Sunqay School(Specify tne. Nazarene to dedicate {ne=r '_ew PAGES" pretendsneithei;tobeinelus_ve " 3.. White Robes & Spiritual Feasts _el Steele. Martin Wells Knapp, H.'W.
__ Youm Program iSpeeify __) .nymnb°°ks . nor exclusive (_t _s not a d_rectory as , 4 The Heavenly Life " .... Sweetm, Ezra Squ.ier,John T. Hattield. Rnble,_.CA 93446. {805-238-2118)

M=ssionary (Spec fy ) Pastoc 0 Cord. we thank. You for Yottr SUCh).but =s rather a eonvement I=shng 5. Glimpses of George D. Watsee'sWork James Singtee, Vinson" Synon, John E. FOR SALE:,Onenew,set 2_ "eatum_sof.
Music (Specify ) oresence, of the names• addresses and telephone • * Books by F,W. Boreham--tamous Austra-. Harlley and R. Lar_ Sheltco. CharlesDis; " Pulpit Commentary Old.and New

" Ushers (SlSecify .-__----., __}. Choir: O Lord, we thank You for Your numbers (plus b rthdays and' annwersa- : lianpreacher: " iSell.B,'T. Roberts..G A. Tame(.and J.B. - Testament--S200 pastj)eld. AlSOhaveone
• " Pubhc Relations: Greeteis visitor held in the past. rlesl of those who attend our serwces. " " 1.,A Casket of Cameos Chapman. The Preacher's Magazine from , new set (13-v_umes,r of 20 Ce.,]turiesof

•Contacts Community Survey, Fellow- Congregation."O Lord we trust You ex- Using our mimeograph, DUtletln stem 2. The &uggageofUfe Vol. 54. No.1 to'VoW.58. SepL 1982 and GreatPma_hing--$1OOpostpaJdi Contect:
• sm(] Times with New Contacts, etc peetantly for thefuture. We ackhowl- cils and 8V_" _ 11" paper (yellOW, 0| 3 Faces in the Fire May1983. TheWeSleyeeTheelog_atJOUr- Randy MoCutley, 580"t.Brookgreen Ave.,

(Specify ) •edge Your Lordsh=p over our I=ves (;curse), we can produce 150 copies of 4. The Uttermost Star naL Vols. f.17. Send stamped, addressed Odando,FL 32809. (305-351-6292)

• . . " , . *
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, PREPAREDMEMBERSARE
BETTER.MEMBERS

I

, by Carl C. Green -..
Pasiot: Church of tne Nazarene, Maryswlle. Washsng[on

" " " " r mo vat on LSto conduct a membership that doctnne-Is not a "bad word." E_,e_one has a doc- In.either case, the creed must' be examineq _-even

=heshippreparat_°nisvitally°f'candLdates'l°rimportant,Nevertheless.ChurchmemDer-,manyclasslfourlto.pnmafuLfillay duty,_ . . _. tnne, that ts, a systeml of beliefs by which he lives, critically, if.necessary _with°ut implying any (;riticismiT the resULtS wtll be superficial.', of the life and.character of the Derson who holds that
church membe.rs have not been properly schooled. Rather,we sl_ould see amembership class a_ the op- whether verbalizeg or not.. . We should carry no cudgels and throw no stones at

They are uncertain about cnurch beliefs" and life-styles portunlty tO clarify.Nazarene beliefs and life:styles,apd, Session 4: trler"Satvati°nReviewandofTheseEntireSanctification:EssentialBeliefs.:'Fui" _:reed.
•an& therefore, feel little commitment.to them to help potential member:s commit to our denom_nao - Objective: ½oclarify tne doctrine of salvation [which is mose Whose Worship of the Lord differs frornour own

My own experience reminds me that .this preparatLon tional wttneSs, fairly commonly utlderstood) and the doctnne'of entire ... All of us must test our" tneories b'y Scripture. The.
is too often neglected.ln the early years of myministry, I have entit ed my. membership class "Churcn of the sanctification (which ts not Commonly understood). The Bible must be givenfirst olace indomatterSisto fir}d°ffaithand.outfor
I had no form of membershi[_ class. Requests for church Nazarene: Beliels and Life-styles':._n tne effort to make. . pastor needs to be able to explain tiqe doctnne of entire practice-" What we. must try to

.,,_membersntp, were handled on a one-to-one Das_s.Un- . _tattractive to persons wnC) may be cu[_ous about the sanctification clearly and precisely. This challenges, his ourselves 'what saith the Lord."}
fortunateiy, this pr0cedure creates _ncreased arid un- - church but would not be _nclined to take a membership own. understandLng, and he must not be threatenea by members"If we canr}Olmal_eState_ecisbhsOurcaSe.aboutbiblicallyglossolaliaanOfromhelPscrip.ctas._s
necessary stress and typically puts the pastor on the. is nine weel_s long because it needs to
defensive. When 're-'(_aest,.ior membership is made, It class The class . . quest]tins.be comprehensive:A si(}nlficant commitment of time Will • " r Sanctification and Glossolalia: ture.'we had best, n6t tacit,sae vendettathesubjeCton.aSouritwillpart..proba-

puts him Ln direct confrontation w th' the pr()spective Our Position on 'Tongues.- " -
member. The wriole weight of decision-making rests on ne_D'potentia members unaerstand that membersnlp is Sessio_ 5. E_t e Diy be viewed by tnem anot a matter.to be,treated lightly. Objective:,To.expla_n' the relationship between ent_r¢ . - Session 6: _'Church Government: The Way We

sanctification and tongues speaking, as we certainly do. Function." ' ....he astor's shoulders; t s he who has to say yes or not p ." • - '" '" " h '_" : Earth one-I_our class ihcludes a lecture, opportunity
f the answer is no, the _nevltabte question _s W y. for quest ons,'and d stribution of supi_lementary m&teri-" Objecti_/e: 3o describe our method of government at
Often the pastors future ablity to minister to this person & s i havecompiled. Following is a skeletal outline of my not understand the popular usage of tongues to be an .

. is severely damaged because of the volatile.nature 6 " evidence of the fullness of the Spirit,membershipclass: ' " " " " - It must be carelolly' noted, however, that the l:;ro- tl_estagelOCaLfordiStrict,thenextandtwogeneralweeks.levels'Awell:planned,therebysett[ngtnethought.the negative re-
such an encounter.

. Amembership class, on the other hand, will filter out Session 1: "A Biblical Theology'of tne Church: r tne cedure here must not" be to "put down" the tongues: • fulpresentatton here disarms muctl of
_" many of those with whom the pastor would'otherwise. Importance OfChurch Membe'rship to the speaking churches; b'ut to positively state a biblical pos_ sponse regarding, the matter or Nazarene life-style. It

• end up in confrontation, but without cril_phna his ability "- Christian's Fullness an(] to theFullness of ilion on.tongues. Modern church culture being what it is, becomes understood by class members that such a
to m_nister to tnem/rhe responsibility for decJsion mak- - Christ." " pffople nave t(3decide about th s sooner or later.A mem- life-style _s not _mposed by some outside .force." It is

ing is placed on the-prospective members sho'ulders. ". Objective'Toestablish th&t there may be legitimate, bersnlp class provides tr{e oppbrtunity to. gtve biblical self-imposea ana we ai'e all participaats in the collective. .
The pastor has.no need to say, "No, you can't join De- debate over what church the Christ an will join. but that information to those who are undecided while they are 'consdenc:e of the church.

" " cause " ' °'• there can 13eno ;scripturally supportable debate over still Open-minded and nor_defensive, ana to weed out - session 7: 'General Rules o_ Faith .ancl Life: the
Even if the pastor knows a person does not ciualify, he.. whether or not membership is necessary. A'committing moseltshouldWh°mightalsobelaternotedbec°methatit_ispr°blem'counterproductlve- ScriptUreciples.,Calls Us to Live by The_e Prin:

• m he ersontnat he w,I need ,to take:thepastor s identificat_on.wLth the Body of Christ Is mandatory for
=nfor s t .. I:)1_ -_..... isite to membersh # Now the I_e oerson whc would mature as Christ desires. One and not very ChristliP_e--to bL.ild our case Dy citing un- Objective: To establish that these _tems represent
ClaSS as I[ Ib d IJ/_;_u ' " . ,, -

pastor is Onthe offensive as he _xplains. "This is what tT "cannot come to full C_lristian maturity in disassociation favorable case I_istorlesland otherwise "slinging mud" at pnnciples trial every Christian should _,eek te embody," no from th Church.of Jesus Christ. " " " ' ' "means to be a Nazarene .... •By [13ee of theclass, if " ' e . . . -chansmattcs,, W. "[ Purkiser states -. is Session 8: "Special Rules of Faith and Life: We Have

there is any problem, the candidate will be more likely to Imposed These Life-styles on OurselvesSession 2: "A HLstory ofthe Church of'the Naza- Among the fallacies that threaten clearthinking •

postpone his request fo_rhembersh_p until he has made rene: .Our Place in" the Sche me of the fallacy of attempt=ng to.re_ute a theory, by at- to Make a Strong, Much-needed• " Moral Statement to Our World."
the appropriate adjustments.'. -Things." tacking the motives dr lUdging the character'of:those . . • inOrder

• Object_ve:.A careful distinction needs to be maae be-This commitment to membership preparat=on.grows " Objective." To establ=sh where the Church of :the Naza- ,who hold that theory. : : It.is a ways wrong.

out, of my conviction that our task is not only to record tionably commanded by Scfipture andthose-that repre-• "new Nazarer_s" but also to lead people =nto a sawng rene tits =nto,tnewhote church h story p_cture .and its There is a companion error. It is the fallacy of sup:
, " to a_scuss a theory means a persona] tween those life-styles (special rule) that are unques-

those who hold that theory. Nothing could
[elatior{ship with Jesus Christ and't0 nurture them into a reasons for existence. . ..... - pos=ng that •• be further, from the truth. Christians may be better sent denominational conviction. Too often the distinction
maturity that in(;ludes faithful; responsible church- Session 3: "Our Articles of Faith: What We Believe." attack on ,
manship. Neglect of this task will dilute the life of the Objecttve: To review in their entirety the-central doc-trines of the church and to expla nthem. To emphas=ze " " than their _;reeds--or, on the other hand,, not as good. be_[weenthe two has been hopelessly blurred. I believe.... 45
churcn - . - .
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this has created frustration among our members: it has they lose c'redibilitywith both God and man and God's " ,

certainly created misunderstanding among non- purposes are frustrated bytheifneglect. . " CHURCH ANd SOCIET.Y 'members. - "
Denomfnationa'l'convictionsarise from Ourattempi to The final matter to be cared ior is the distribution of a

apply scriptural principles to a world tl_at desperately response form. By now. class members understand - " "
needs moral statements.not explicitly outlined in scr p- what is involved in being a Christian in the Church ol the " " " ' • ... " .
ture.'While we'may feel our applications of biblical prin- Nazarene. and they are able to offer a responsible re- . " - ,
ciple to be valid _nd much needed, hon.estyrequires.us sponse to the fdllowiJlg: _ "

. to acknowledge that we cannot poJntto a "thus saith the --Having completed this class as a prerequisite for "
Lord_' Therefore, we must be careful that we de not church membership, I desire to submit my nameto
lump that which is explicitly scrip.ruraltogether with that candidacy for churcn membership..I .am in sym-
which's admittedly. interpretative. That which is inter- pathy with the Articles (if.Faith. understand and

1 pretatlvecannot--ahdsh°uldn°t--bemadet°carry agreewith the GeneralRules l desire t° sharewith -"" e'"C : ietur_m_ " "

the same weight as that which is unquestionably scrio- other Nazarenes in making the kind of moral state..... "

rural, meat to our wbrld outlined in the Special Rules. I Th hUtCh _g

Ha_,ing'clarified this distinction, it becomes possible• understand that thecontinuance of some of these . -
to defend the right of the "church to establish its col- activities might not affect my personalChristianity; ,
lective conscience. The material presented in the ses- howeve_-our world ts desperately in need of a " :. . , .

"sion on church government nowb_comesved]impor- strong moral witness. Ther.efore I ct-{ooSeto s_t ' WoI41t_TT 'T':--Ir ,it.tant. Classmembers can bereminded that although one". as,de certain personal rights to unite with other tO the "may be able to participate Lnsome of.the activities dis- • Nazare0es in making a strong, clear.statement of . . ' . , . .
cduraged in the Special Rules and still retain his per- tnls kind. I believe I qualify in all other regards for " ' ".. .
sonal Christianity, .Nazarenes have.determined to boy- memDersr_p_nthe Church of the Nazarene. " " •
colt suci3tn_0gs,believing our world needs this kind of " "-
moral witness. . I believe it is important that I commit to the Church " • . ' • " " • " :

by TomNees "havealso found it helpfui t0.suggest that we alrmake - of Jesus CI!Nst. I understand float membersh.ip,is' ' ": " _ • " . ,
trades in iife--we trade away certain things inexchange essential _o my'fullness and to the fullness of" .: • . .

"for other things that mean more to us. This princil_te Christ.However;it.is important that l not submit my . . .
applies to our choice of achurch as well. we tr_ide.away " name for membership at tnDstime in order that I ...... " -
certain personal rignts for the privilege of church mem- might prayerfully prepare myself so that when I join 1"he Community of Hope Church of the Nazarene, past the church has assumed that a "Christian nation".
bership because.the fellowship of the church means It will be whoteheartedly and without reservation. "- " I. Wast_f_gton,D.C.,received a $100,000 grant from could do a better job. of caring for the.sick,.educatJng
more to us than these personal rights. It is here that the -. Itook th'is class in order to get better acquainted . the city t() rehabilitate a.build_ngowned by the church children,.and responding to the needs of the odor _an
foundations laid in session one become crucial It has with the.._hurch pf the Nazarene. It has met that: and used for a variety of church-sponsored community the _hurch could. So the church.has.confined itself to

-already,been established that membership with accem . - neeci, " : " . . . projects, including a.health clinic',emergency housing, so-calledspiritualministrieswithout assumingrespons_-
lance of the accompanying disciplines .and life-styles.is ." . and a cnapel for worsh_p'.The only st_pulati0nto the bility forthe soc aland physica well-be ng of the naton
essential in the life-of.the maturing Christian Having marked one' of 'the above _response_, each Community of Hope is tidal the building b_ used for the- But. he cont_nued.we are suddenly aware that we'do'

Session 9:' Conclusi(_n:"The Need for.Churchmep:', class member signshis name and turns it in, and thi_ .proposed purpose for at least five .years: As a grant, not Iwein a "Chi:istiannatiori." Indeed. around us we are
Oblective: To-draw the previous eight weeks of in-- aas'_or can begin to engage in appropriate k_ndsof tne money will never r_aveto Derepaid, seeing ev defacethat there is little if any moral directior_

struction :together by reemphasizing the need fourclass fOllow-up, : . Whilethe grant has.servedto restore a seriously dete_ for education..healt_icare, and the ,']dministrationof Wel-
. . members to be developing churchmen if Christ's mis. .Thoi_ghnot a foolproof system. (his has worked well -riorated old.building, the city'n_ade it clear that the grant fare, whether in [hedistdbutien of food stamps or hous-

sion h_the world is to continue being accomplished.J.S. for us and is certainly better than nothing at all! } was made.not simply to provide for . mg subsidies Christian social work- -
Stewarts;sermon."ToGodBethe(_lory'_hasbeenvery. : - " . . . .:. " . ".. .... physical rehabilitation, but-to do so . . . . ers are increasingly d_scontented

: _ helpful as a resource. , -.. : . " . 1 w[ eurk,se[ :/'he Gift's'or the Sp,nt (Kansas City _eacon Hdl Pless Of In a way that will make possible the " Wh he g spe_Jff_ewbornChristians do not mature into responsible,. _a,_s,_.c,__975_._9-5o various community, projects "under _1"1t O [ i$ - " overloadeoWiththe WaygovernmentSOCialwork iSagenc_es.,doneby.
• 2 JS Stewart."To'GodBetheGlow/.*K,ngForffvet,Nashv,tleAbmgaon way..a0d proposed by the Commu.... shared in a caring . .Health care.professionalsare more -

contrilSuting Christian churchmen and churchwomen. P,ess._975__.25 nity "of Hope The Demonstration and toore_ware Of the need for the
-: n• " " . • . ,. . . .. Grant Program .is des=gned to.en- commu ity it needs practiceof "holistiC"medicine,which

courage churches" and other com- little defense. responds, to both the spiritual and
• . .. : munity groups to use their re- . physical needs of p.eople,D_.Lewis
• . .. - -, . . " " • sources to do what:the government went on to say.that the church must

•"_ : . ' . • - " is unable to do--_nvolve the com- . . . do more than "preach to people
. " " munlty and its residents in r_stor_ngthe city.The failures- Sunday morning and evening if we are to communicate

Translationsof th_B_bleusedbyperm_ss_on__ntn_s_ssuearenotedas(ollows . - -... of various governmenl att'emptsat social reform are well tne gospel." . _ .. -
• _ Oublatlon_c_ledNIVarelron* t TheHo_yBible. New tntemationalVersion.cdpynghtQ1978byNeWYorklnlernatlonalB_ble. •known. HUD is now placing great emphasis on !ocal This is the t me-for the church'to returr)to the world

Soc,ety " " 'nitiative in the planning and tmpfemenfation of urban' _0 assume its place of service and moral clJrection_n • .
_i '2 Quotations cited RSV.are from theRewse_ Standar_ Vers_r7 of the B_ble. col_yngnted 1946. 1952. _ 1971 1973 ' , " redevelopment. The government wishes to use its re- society.The grant to the Commut_ityof Hope w'asmade
! 3 Quotations q_ted NASB arefrom the NewArnerican Standard B_ble, 0 The Lockman Foundation, 1960 1962. 1968. 1971. " " sources to encourage autonomous community-based to encourageand suppbrt a local congregationacting.as

" 19721973.t975.197"7 " " " " organizations SUChaSchurches to dad the way in re- a representatwe of the targffr denomination committed
4 Quotations cited TLB are trorn The Ltwn_ B_ble,'_ 1971 by Tyndale House Pubhshers, Wheaton, III spondlng to the needs of the cities, to the r(_newalOf the city. -

5 Quo_a(_onsnotcitedwitha specialdesigna_onarefromthe K_ng.James'V_.rs_onof'thee_bfe.'. " "_ " - If this marks a 'major shift of the local and federat At no time was it.suggested that the church cease
" " . :. - . governmet_t,it also reauires a reevalUationof the role of being thechurch in worship or that the useof, a part of

church and society. During a recent visit to the Commu- the building for worship, evangelism,and Christian edu-
" - _ nity of Hope..Dr: V. H. Lewis, general superintendent, cat_onis a conflict of interests. Nor has it ever been.

" ., - . . - Church of theNazarene, observed that in the recent suggested that thechurch compromise its independent
• LCootinuedot_p,_ge60)
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J '" _ "- - of Cyrene was conscnelecI to dear'the times tney were Quite beyond control
HOLINESS HERITAGE • ' cross el Jesu_ lawfully in his case. Poe- - and h s escape from death seemed m,- -

• - pie went. about ir fear of capture and Attempts to throw him raculous. At Hepworm Moor he was.

Nelson Was warned upon returning to in a well were frus- struck on the back of his headwith a
., - .... Birstall from an appo_ntmem real he brick and lost mtlch blood.But the next

• " would be 'lmpresseo if he did not as- trated bY a.woman day he was Breaching at Acomb. until

- .- cape _nlmedlately. "1cannel fea_" rephed who defended him. knocked down and beaten senseless•
. " " " " •.... - !. the brave' mason "for God is on my . When he recovered they again knocked

..... | i side.:" He was seized the next day while n_m down e_gm times, dragged him by ' " "
• . • . . . . . ; Breach ng ano taken to Halifax. a few the hair of his head ove_"the stones and

..... .--. , •_ . miles away, falsely accused of being a sented itself. Providentially, through kicked him mercilessly Their'attempt,to
.,: " " " ; vagrant, and impnsoned at Bradfo?d Lady Huntingdon's influence r govern- thrust him down a well was frustrated

• . " ' " . " Ellood and f_lth flowed into h_sdungeor meht circles, he was released and re- oy..a woman.wne courageous!y de- •
" • • • . , from a slaughterhouse above it. so that turned t.o h_s ,work and mimstry as a fended h_m_ - "

• " " ". " " . it ':smelt.like a pigsty•" He dOeS, "My good soldier of Jesus Christ Yet the Wry next day No]son rode 40
.... soul was so •filled with the love of God: " " tortes to tssten to John Wesley preach!

"_ " " .that It was like a Darau_se to me, Pioneer Layman

STONEMASON
, Hardsh Ds were many, He had nom- H_s wide trave]s about the country Th_s-.mason and lay m_n_srerwas re-

" " " " " ing to sit on.'his only bed a beao of de- brought many adventures and trials. At vered by the thousands he led to Christ..:
• - ==

" '. .cayed straw. ('Drunk for a Denny, dead Nottingnam (Robirl Hood country)a Heroic. forgiving.-senslble, p_ous, hard-

": AN D . .i'. ,i..-i • worKing, andcourageo'us in suf.fering,

" "' i drunk for two oence with flee straw grouo tried to bLJrnhis face with squibs

• . . . ' was men a common no(ice {n taverns. (t{recrackers). In Nottingham itself a John Nelson wasa shining examole of
- - _ but theirs w_t,s lresp strawl] F'fowever. mob rushed the house where he was full salvation grace, a steadfast andloya=" " friends were kind and ralhed rounc pr:eaching and drowned .h s _;olce wile lay preache[ for 33 years. He died sud-

: " " ' " "' " bringing comfort and fellowship Afte_ oufedes..He went on preacn_ng until one denly, humble to the last but his name D

" UWNaSTONE aooearances'at Leeds and York as a of the noters came behind n_mand filled I_ves on: not in the annals of naval his:

• onsoner, he was given a musket and or- his mouth with dirt. '1 th_nk."he wrote, i tory as his illustrious admiral namesake
" 'i " " " i aered to obey his officers. For mree was never,so.near being choked in my " but as an ambassador of tile Cross ahd

" - months, in the face of ignorant brutality life: but when I got .the dirt out ,I SpoKe a coworker with Wesley. . .
" " " " " and cruelty, he kept his temper and on on. - He]son's spirit motivates church build-

' " ' - " " . : . every occasion wanesseo to seidlers Like Wesley John Nelson had. great- ors pastors, laymen..and missionaries. _'
and c_wlians w_._en ooDortun_ty pro- success in mastenng nots. but some- today. _ " '

• "by Albert ?.Lown .... ' '
. . , ,

. " , - . • " - +,. , . . .

j -one Nelson one of John Wesleys ne_oof"lay preachers" like NelSonin his M[. Wesley turned over and. finding me, -

outstandtng cent, errs. was._rn al traveling m_n_str_ to all _0arts of Britain. awake, clapped me on tl_e s de, saying ." " "
B_rstal a wllage near .Leeds in York- Following If're New Testament pattern. Bro{her Nelson, let us be of good sheer. , • "
shire Enplane. Jn the. e!gnteerttP cen- ' mese m'en would work at their tra'des'l_/ I have.one whole side yet. for the skin ts :'
fury He .was physically st[ong an_ day anc_lo_n Wesley at n_gnt to adclress off out one side.'" These were not un- •

, " sturoy, had a happy rehg_ous rTdme, ang meetings, gwlng testimonies to God's commqn hardships for Wesley and his

a mind thai pondered over the gre&t saving and sanctifying 0ower ,T lhelr good comaanions.after long and hard - " - •
questions of the day.:He grew up to Be r_d_ngand walking Jn the most adve_se" _,. "
a stonemason. -de was not truly Ilappy, " " conditions "of w'eather and roads .often
leehng ne did not rea,y know God..&l- IA" rioter filled his w,t_ persecution and riots thrown _nas

" ' - "tf_ougn ne wanted to be used oy H_m _n ,a bonus, i
service mouth with dirt." Time and grace made Johd Nelson a " -

Going 200 miles south to London to " ; successful preacher and a much:trav- • .
assist _nbu_ld_ng'a(arcJe hau he heard eled and sought-alter evangelist. Work- i ' - • ."

John Wesley. preacn .on Moorlields _=ves.iMany.of them Became class lead- ing by day and.preaching by night: his i " ' " :"
Common His exoenence of the new ors ano c_rcu[ oreacners good sense, cool courage, sound piety, l
o_rm rece.i_ed at.mat open-air meeting In his own sty/e, JohnNetson to!Is of a and pithy speech ga_,e him acceptance _,
cnaqged r_s Wbo,le life. ReturuirLg.__ome _._._r4morabl6 v_SittO St. Ives, in Cornwall, anql success wherever he went. His I"_-_ ... . - -
he set out to win hl_ relativ_'sl"_'_d'_'_l'_T_'"We_'l'_y ' _h_l a friend.-'Aioout ".120 genuine solrit and tact'often baused his .......

ii frlendstoChristwlthgr,atsuCcess. His Method, sts. ha'cl'{]athered. Visiting on worst,opposers to.become ms. best ..
preacn_n_ changed the whole outlook of loot in surrobndtng vdlages wh_re Meth: frien.ds, and'the most unpouth of fnen

1_ his needy and sinful community odism was s ill uhknoWn rilepreachers delighted to hear h m Wesley h gh y
Heanng of Nelson's work. John Wes- suffered from lack born of food and of prized, him as a spiritual son and folio','," _'

lay set'out from London to visit and di- comfortable shelter, labore[ "_['_ ,
rect him. end Was surprised to find e So;' ." "A][ this eme. 'Nelson recorns. Mr.
caety anda preache,r awmt.mg him W'esleyandllayonthefloor:hehadm_ Soldier an_ Saint . - • ... . -

" Through a converted firebran¢ stone- great co_t for his pillow and I ha_l a One of the worst features of those. . - - - :
mason Methodism ha_ taken root in book abOUt me New Testament for days was the "press gang." Officers "'[;realest ,_tew_r(l_h_l) e()mm]ttee ehairmae we_ve ever ha(l! '_
Birstall, soon snread=ng t_ most.Wllages mine- Alter being there nearly three seized civilians for ar_y service by the . . .
.n Yorkshire. W_sely, Wesley utilized the weeks one morntng about three o'clock most enscrupulous means_as. Simon

. . ,. • . -
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 I,CiTINGTHESICK; .....
Social all " " " " ' " " " " " " "•. More than :a • " - . - .-

• . ., . * ' . .. . •

- . . , . : "" , ,

" by William G. Justice, Jr. " • . - . . . ..... - ". .... " " "

... " " • . . . "Sickness is a time when people think,•That's somethingthey•haven't,
. - , . . .- d0nein a long,time/' '

L -

Daily, many dedicated but frustrated pastors trudge few exceptions. Then weald havea purpose:.as "minis- ,the minister.Toacduire.the image as a fistening pastor. Give an opportunity for them to elaborate•thus drawing.... " . rkre uetantiy through the motions of Visitingthe sick. ters of reconciliation we wo to help the sick become one has to do a lot of•listening. Andwe do have to fisten upoo their own inner resources•They can continue Ions.
They feel i_aduty, but,they are piagued.by conflicts: '1 mo}e harmonious in.their r:elationshipwith God. otfiers, if we.are going to be brougfit into the world of the after you,ve gone•• - ' • ,.
Oughtto see them b'ui it seems so ft_tile":"It's a political and themselves and to help them adapt toreality. But IJatient'sconflicts• . . Sinqe.words denoting conflict are often threatening,
necessity but I adcomplishnothing"; "The pastor down now many people know this? From Ourdesire for people to snare•their struggles, it, try'to,use milder words that make elaboration easie_
the street seems to enjoy it, but I could better spend my - If you see your purpose..tell it to the people of your " :" " is tempt=ngto walk in and begin a conversation around •Whenyou sense tl]at someone is feelingguilty,.respond
time running the m_meographmachne.' Theconflict church• It probably took you months or even years to the medical problems of the patient• If you oegln by by observing the"regret" to ringer respond to his 'irri-
may seemendless• At'the same time. they recognize define your purpose to yourself. Surely they are not " asking the patient how.he feels, thougn, ne may have tation': to.fea_ nls "uneas!ness". to doubt, his "uncer•
that one's•richest ministry/is usuahyperformed'to those likely to have given-it nearly as much thought as .you " been trying to keep from thinking about his discomfort tainty." Of course the sick person has a no* set of

" in crisis•i " have. Theh teach them. Who is going to if you don'•t? _aUday: He'll talk about it because it.is obviously your concerns: he s away fibre his 'hormal responsibilities
Few pastors neglect their ministry to thesick for lack Say it to individuals rind say it from the pulpit. Still•fur-. interest. Thenwhat C:_nwe do about it once ne nas said (maybe goocl or bad); he's away,from his family (again

of concern or dedication to the m_ntstryto which our ther, et them know that you expect to be.called•They ' : that his leg i_asbeen hurting allday, or that his traction that may oe good or bad);,he has the anxiet/(alscom-
Lord has called. The neglect'_sually stems from inade- need tc know that your communicationwttnGod is such ... keeps•himfrom sleeping,or that his radiation treatments fort] of:w;_iting'forthe outcome Oftests o#surgery.Even
quate knowledge andan uhelear purpose for visiting the that He will pi'obablynot infprm you that Mrs. Weakly_s make him nauseated?Leave medical questions for the " if his income is not suspended during his.illness, he is
sick• ' - " . ill and in Room 402 of a"local hospital• - medical staffl How many.people have the courage to building a hospital bill of more than a hundreci,dollars a

Sincethis•subject isn't alwa_,staught'in college and Listen Carefully . . 10oktheir pastor in the face•and say, "He_',your ques- day plus his doctor bills, both of which wil probably
- sem_nary,,manyhave re ed on what they havehoped to. Make sure people knowtHat anything•they tell you is =n " tions don't give me opportunity to talk about what I feet lerive him owing atleast- 30. percent after insurar_ce
be the leadership of God. Those who have tried to find total confidence. You need to teJlthem .this. and th'en Ineed to talk about•"They are much too gracious. So we pays.. " ' '_ .....

satisfy our curiosity, and have a safe way of controlling If he's like more:than hall of the people• no matter
books on thesubject know that little has been written• "_ ' what his causeof illnesshe's feelingguilty jListfor.being-Some of the best are out of print. If you ever rind an old you must demonstrate it. by not revealtng.!heir •"inter- the conversation. --
copy of TheArt o_Ministering to the S/ckby Cabot and esting"stories as'sermOnillustrations. I heard a lady say .. -. • .
Dicks or The Pastors Hospital Ministry byRichardK.: •not long ago that she cringed every time her pastor ' :. sick. He is probably experiencingat least some fear and
_'ouhg,_grab t Don'tSit on the Bed."A.Handbook for started telling a stor_/becauseshe knew exactly who'he Be Alert it is highlyprobable that he•is at east somewhat angry ' "
(/isiting the Sick by William G. Justice [Broadman "was ialking about, Though people are activ'elyseeking Though properly timed and appropriate questions are .with life for being so "unfair"; o_r.hema_/b'eangry withindeed aids in pastot;al'conversation,lea_'nto put your himself for not having taken better care of himself, or- - someone with whom• they can share thetr concerns.

- Ist wLthothers who have"caused"'his sickness or accident..
Press),offe.ringmany eoricrete dos and don'ts, is avml- •theyare not sure whom•theycan trust• nor are they sure . - - observations into words, i'o observe conflicts, " en"" "
able. "and books on basic counseling and interviewing wno will listen. The overall problem will not•be solved with every sensor Of feeling yo[_ possess. Watch for He may be secretly (or not so secretly).angry.wi!i_God
techniques can help. overnight, partly because of our image as.talkers! fresh traces o! moisture in the eyes, for pressed lips, for whom he _'_elshas'made him sick or _vhohas not pre-
Visit'.with Purpose " " Iwas once"asked to see a patient who was distressed a qu_veringchin, or a se_jaw. Listen for a strained voice, vented him from getting sick. Hemay feel that his whole
MuChof the futility in visiting the•sickgro_vs'outof a lack _ecause a young man had represented himselfas a a'sudden y• changed subject, of an incompleted sen: world is crumbling.• -. tence. Listen for woids that .subtly'conVeY distress. Sicl_ness s a time Whenpeople tt_ink'.That's some-
of purpose combined With a misunderstanding of :the gospel minister.:Uponreflection after his departure, the -.
word _isit. It _s act asoctal call! Webster_defines the patient'was posit ve that he could not have been•when Something bothers them.or they are uneasy,unsure or-• .thing many na_,eh'tdone for a long time. Give them a

.•confused,or•they are."bugged",by something. Or they chance to share_hosethoughts with you. It mayprovide
wo_'d:"Togo tosee for the purpose of gi_;mgcomfort 9r showed her pictures ofsome men _nmy basic program •. . an opportunity to interp[et and br ng to application thehelp.' But what "comfort 0r•help can we £_ive_.Must all" of Clinical Pastora Education. #he. pointed and ex- have been-thinking,•Be.far. more concerned with wna_

• " ' ' " you feel they are saying than with what you feel about healiqg power of God's love to all that is broken in thetrue comfort or helpbe leftto the highly skilled medical claimed, "Thats him. That!s the man! He can't be a
team? Nol at all! minister! I.told him a lot of the things that I-amscared of: what they say.Thereis a d fference.Ask yourself, "What

Weare called to be "ministers-of_econciliation:"and if and some of the things that make me feel guilty. He - -- : do feel that they are fee ng?" Isit sorrow or anger or iveswe touch. But to do so thepastoral visit,will have.to
there is ar_yperson whose world _s_n the throes of couldn't havebeen a preacher--he listened carefully to fear or regret•or joy or d scourag_i'nentOf hope? be more than-a social _a[I..
conflict, it is the sick. Either h_sconllict has made him everything'l said. He didn't do all .the talking like a . Watch not only for thenegative-but also f0rthe pos_ ..
sick or.his'sicknesshas.filled.himw_thconflict, There are preacher does!" She is far from alone with this _,iew.di tire. When you detect the positive, call attention to it;. --_ll,amGJusl,ce.Jr._schaDta,natEaslTennes_eeBaot,stHOSl3laI._noxv,lle
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better qualified by both experience and ability than the over which I havehadno control. But in spite of them all

• THE MINISTRY ,i brother selected• Men'have been called to pulpits that I'am still in the_'ministry.Why?
. . we are su(e we coulclhavegraced: Why did no one think First of all..Ihm{enever doubted my God-given call to

" • " " " - of LIS?We'.are tempted to believe that "who we are" is the ministry. Several years ago a rather caustic busi-
" " : .... m0_eimportant than "what we are." It is easy to become nessman in a small city said to me. "It seems that God

• • - - disco_raged.or evendownr!gnt bitte.r, calls mbn intc the ministry who couldn'tmake a success
When the congregation takes steps that we feel are at anything else.'•

. . , . -. . not right, ignoring our advice.andoverrulingour counsel• I spent six years as a public school teacher during my ,
. we are apt to brand them as nonprogresswe anddecide preparatory years for the ministry. This _teachingcareer

' that we sfiould be associated Wi{ha more enlightened included everythingl'rom a one-room rural school to
. . . group of _aymen.Weare apt to take this as an affront to teachinggeneral science and history at the high school

.... _ " usand our ministry and to feel resentful toward strong love When left full-time teachi0g, was offered a."con-
-, •" personalities in our (;ongregation. tinui[lg contract" by my employing board of education. I

tNG _ Many of our colleagues seem.blessed w.itfi.an'ability did not enter the ministry because I could succeed atOVERCOM to make money on'the side or to enter success'ully into noth,ng else.
speculation in stocks, bonds, and/or real estate. Some felt divineconstra nt to enter the ministry. I amin this
seem to havea Midas touch that enablesthem to make. field because it is God's will that I be n t. When He

• .i .. " money read!ly nwhatever they pursue without adverse called me'He knew. all my handicaps, inabilities and

THE GIANT effects on their ministry, q.'heydrive nicer cars. takelon-shortcomings, lf.Hecalled me ,n spiteof these, thenHe
" • ",I - " • .ger'vacation trips, wear'more expensive clotrles, and understands my failuresand forgives'them: fshaIlnot let

• • ... . .. , . . . . " . have lar(je nestegg,toward a pleasurableretirem'ent, dmcouragementdissuademe from,mytask, for'if God is
• , . .... have always found myself among those with a low not.dismayed with me. then why shpuld I desoair? If

tll,--pl_mnlb_m_,._ .. :. " t)usinesslQ. My hindsight is.20/20, bL/tformybuslness Godbe for me wfio can be against me?

. . . " U lll_ _1_ yM i_11 foresight I need a white cane and a seeing eye dog. Ido try never to check my spiritual •pulse when.I "am• - • - . . _ . not say this with a senseofpride, for I know that it does pnysLcallyand mentally exhausted_It is amazing Plowa
• - . not reflect upon me with any great degree of personal good night Of sleep will change'.the perspectwe of a

.... .. . achievement. It is only a statement of fact. I sometimes situation..

by Ross W. Hayslip . feel that the guarantee.for the !allure of any business Problems have a way of" waiting• We needn't wade
" ve'nturewould berrry particil_ationm-it., into a solution •when•thedilemma first confronts us. God

. : _ ... * . . No. I cannot align myself with that bold.groL_oof min- and lime can handle a lot of things thatwe would fatally
"" ........ _sters who say, '. never become dis.couraged n my -ruin in our hasie to take care of them. A day along a

There is a mood known .as discouragement that ence on the part of leading !aymenwill cause the allen: • . . work." I have known the Sunday night blues when the quiet stream.w_tha fishing rod or.a mormngon the golf
/ Comes periodically to haunt evel;y preacher no dance figure to sag•.lfit sags belowlast.Sunday,Sunday - crowd.was small and inattentive• the delivery of the course with a fnend can somehmes be the pause that
matter what his ecclesiastical st&tion. Freauently on a year ago, or that of a neighboring church of compara- message was not particularly ea.sy,an_t I learned at refreshes before we have toface an issue•
Sunday evening near bedtime this specter comes.to L)Ie size. our spirits'cal'} sag along with the figure• We the close of the service that one of my finest and most I.find it very helpful to focus my attention on the plus- " " loyal members was being transferred out of the city• Side of the edger of my m r_istry.A pastor friend•one
keep him,company. He is exhausted physically, and. dread the question by a fellow pastor,. How many did
mentally.U_U_Ilyat this hour he also feels "homiletically you I{ave last Sunday? We have the awful realization have felt the gnawii]g worry _:ausedby the•approach... • IongertimetOldpastorate.me:"TherelfyouareareCyCleswillinainto:siaythemovementsteadywhile°fa
bankrupt." His ar_;enalof preaching ammunition has be- that when our monthly averageappears in the'minus m
come vastly depleted byhis two efforts of the day, and the district newsletter that the question on all lipswill be. .youride the cycledown, you can I;ave the satisfaction Of
if hewere calledupon•to.delivera sermon at th_sunliklely "•What's_appenlng to Brother Doe over at Podunk?" " Stay steady during ih e down riding the cycle up.' All of'u_ •wish that the cycle were
hour. ne •would have to throw up his hands and say, .Thereason we are so sure this question Willbe asked m. ., cycle and you can have the always upward• but _nthe career of the ordinary pastor..... " there are down cycles..Even F_aui' the Peerlesslstates
"Gentlemen. I don't have.it in me." . that we ourselveshaveasked•itabout our various breth- satisfaction of riding the cycle tliat he knew" both', how to be abased and •how to
• Sometimes a well-n'Jeaningmember invites him out ren. • -

for a bit.of social•fellowship after the service, then.uses Slumping finances can also bring clespair to the pas_ .. " up. abound• •. .
the t_meto share with the pastor a problem that has tor. He.can surwve about any kincl of setback in his " - . . I seek to-respect statistics, but not. to be ruled by
.arisenin the church. No matter how inspiring the service congregatior_excep_a dropping off of tithes and offer- " them. I know it is necessary'to keep therfi, and Iseek to
or how wonderful the presence of.the Lord has been ngs He has his local expenses to keep salaries paid •_ of district assembly t_me_and unpaid budgets• I have make my annual statisticalreport as accurately as I.can,

" this particular hour is not a.g0od one for: problem- and the physical plant =noperation. The general .and I. " "sweat through" ma or buildingprograms and pondered, buf_ am firmly convinced that statistics do not tell tile
-solving. Problems-always.look greater late at night than district obligations a_'epart of his Christian responsibil- which "essentiar' to cur out to.keep us within our pro- whole story. When my statistioal year has been a good ,,
they do at dawn• • " - ity. Hemust Ioya!lysupport the chur_:hcollegeand other jeeted budget. . one. I choose not to shout too loudly about it so that

If he enters•into serious,conversatlon with the mem_ Institutions, but operating on a .'•shoestring" doesnt • I have sat in board meetings where an issue was perhaps I can report with candor the y_ar thatis not so.
bar relativeto the problem, he will find.it awesome and make it easy. The pastor constantly faces the,.,,,n')oving decided,contrary to my way of thinking, was sure my good. I haveceased to gloat over beat nga col!eaguetn
formidable.To look atthe situation under such circum- away of good tithing members and the changing eeo- judgment was correct, and I left .the meeting with.a a SundaySchool attendance contest. If we both did our
stances can only lead to pessimism, nom_cstructureof i_iscommunity. . sense of defeat. , best in the contest, then we were both w_nners.

- . If the minister is sensitive to attendance statistics (as We all rejoice in the progress of our brethren, and we suppose rhave beenconfronted by about every type" Winningis the name of the game, but these are some,
most of us are), the daysof low attendance will hang take great joy in their advancements,but we would not of problem that dne in my profess!on faces. Many of of thethings'that havehelped me to stay in the race until
about his:head like an albatross of defeat• Long holiday be human if at times we did not wonder why we were thesewere ci'eated by my own incompeten'ce.and fail- it is finished,.I am confident that Giant Despair will drop.
;weekends,summer vacations,and attitudes of indiffer- bypassed for an honor when we know.well, we were ures. Some..were.dumped.. . into.mylap by circumstances out long before I do. -.. l'
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and prepares boxes for the fie!d, where teens.gather deorcated while the congregation senses that,inex- ' " "
THEiHUI=ICH with. their leaders for fellowship, where the older folk press_bleglow that binds us together in a spiritual hap-

. . • . . • meet-toenjoy a potluck supper,where the ladiescluster pen_ngbefore God.. It is _n.me local church that the.
for Bible study and prayer,where the men kneel-at the beaming face of a new convert'lights.up the sanctuary

. .- -_ altar to pray together before fellowshiping at breakfasl at the close of an altar invitation• This simply cannot be "
• - - " on a Saturday mornir_g,What would happen if all these reproduced in the electronic church•

• _ People wrapped themselves up m one radio or TV oer- It is in the local congregation that the children recite.
. . ) sonality and became full-fledged members 5f a "clien- tnetr pieces" at Christmas one me choir slngs_ts best

-.tele...Where would be the gather rigSof warm, deep, on EasterSunday'morning It is in the local church that
- ., . : . "' meanlngfulrealtionshiPs? the teen plays his trumpet solo for the first time, gaining

• " It is at the local level that the pastor counsels the self-confidence. It is in the cdmer.steepled building that
. . ' . . person who ts ready to throw in the towel, where the the elderl_ feel the sense of belonging, where they are, .

" " - minister directs a young adult who has questions about more than a nuFnber,where the.pastor and-fellow Wor-

't W pe Out Christian versus secular education, lt is there that the shipers shake their hands and bdnvey real caring lt is

r_ _ i_ • . clergyman prays with a wayward teen or chats about there the people stand in the aisles after a serv,ee to
• _ ' (inancii_gand tithing with a newly saved couple. It is tn _:chat with oneanoth.erabout this and that.I_,/U/I the local (;hurch that the spiritual leaderspends an eve- The. mechanLzed world has depersonallze_ us

. . n_ngtnprayer w_thone wOq is having.marital problems• enough. The last thing we needis to gtveupon the local
. " . Ttqeelectronic chur'chhas [1oambassadors who fly in church. Asaner prediction would be mat [ne more sock.

the Locai Church v,a et on Monday morning to haVeprayer with a parish- ety turns cold and the _vorldturns threatening, themore

ioner at,6 a.m.before surgery. Nor does it provide for a genuine .disciples will understaad why it is that none
Fridaynightcounselor,for in=depthfamily problems•The -other than Christ instit_te_f the church, the local wor_

• " '_big-narne"peisonalities with their."groul_ies" do not shipingcongregation. Paurs13 letters in the NewTesta-
. . " , sponsor professionals,who show up to marry or to bury. m_nt wrmen to just such local plantings, g!ves fur{her

, " ". - • ." .. : They do not make available a 0ackaged,•warm,:sharing creaence. _: -.
- - rngroup friendship for an eveniag in the living roomof a

.fellow church member. 'Ouotab6ns from Dr Marlin E Many are Irom Your Church magazine.

r. November, December _97_. op 5-6 46. _ an article erlllt/e_t "lnletWlew wilt1
• . .- . by J. Grant.Swank, J - -.. . !! is in the.local church that the baby is brought.to be "Mart,nManyan,nterv,ewconaucleaDyEd,torPnyll,sMotherR,ce

Churchof theNazarene Walpole,Masfiachusetts

- . " • .
i

. , , . -

_ur society is changing rapidly' at every turn The and shoplifters• Modern Americans don't know how to . "
Changeincludes the ch0rch. .move from this pure voluntarism to an idea .that the

Martin E_Marly, professor. Uniyersity of Chicago DJ-- church is a "given'.of God,.into which we grow...... ,
-vinitySchool. analyzed present-clayecclesiasticalstruc- ,All of this brings,out the truth thl]t there are those " G_vTE "FIRST P_,IO_I'_ TO THE
lure _nthis statement: "We .are in a time when people sitting in front of the TV watchingone religious program

DEVOTIONAL LIFE" 'value indivJdualizea,pnvate,consumer-oriented religion, or anotner, rather than going to a.local church. The " .. -.
.. The huge Christian radio' and television networks and .questionsthat should'be put to such individuals include: . ..

programs help engender this.new individ_l,_lizedChris-' Do you actually thinlf you are participating JnNew.Testa-

. tianity.." , . ,ment. Christianity?, Are..you,_ content with merely, re- . - . ... - • ....
He further ooints out that "we've suddenly seen the. cew_ngrather than gw rrg. Do you realize that you are by C. Nell Straff "

. development.of clientele mot_ethan congregation: You . being moreent'e(tainedthan put to work for the sake of
don't hear simply• of :, .cnurcnes,. you .hear .of Christ?Do you understand that you are becoming in- . - • • .,_ . : . .
persona ifies--Dav d W Ikersor' Marabel Morgan, Rex volvedin a self-oriented-intake,Voidof.helping others in " -
Humbard. etc. Each of these.attracts a clientele which Worship? . • -.

5e/!_hemust constantly satisfy_If people are rubbed the It is understoo_ that invalids profit legitimately from . Dr. Carl F.•"H:. Henry, in g!ving advice to this pointthat growth either "takes" or, due
wrongway, theypick a different author or a different the electronic churcki--those wno are bedridden. _n young seminarians, Said arnongotller to benign neglect, death occurs in the spiri-channeL" ' . - " convalescent homes, confined to senior citi_'ens'cen....

Interest_ngly.'enough,Dr.•Marty brings out thai "far" ters becauseof.lack of transportation and thelike, How- ;;_i " things:"Sink yodr rootsdeeply into a daily tual pilgrimage..Thousands Of students
less than I percent of theevangelical church members eve[ for the able. there is the call frothe local church• It devotional life." I think they aregood words, wrote 'poet Carl Sandburg,.asking him how
even claim to have gotten (here via radio or television, is in the local congregation that the .H01ySpirit moves _n not only for seminarians but for all Chris_ to become a writer. His reply was: "Solitude
How many 'electronic converts' have jbined churches in convtction to bnng People to.salvation. If "Christians"
the last 25 years?We must conclude that they are either are attending the electronic church at home. how can tians! . ' " " and prayer--then• go on from there." It is
in revolving doors or on"musical chairs. Millions hever they pray with people who',_neelat the altar? •_ The one thing we ought to _e saying to good advice for any area of life, but es-
join a church.: It:is at the chumh on the corner that the believer every new Christian is "Sink your •roots peciaUy it is necessary fo_: the Christian]our- '

Dr.Marly says. '1 think it s extremely easy to be.an stands to testify about wbat'God has done in his life'Jn deeply intoa daily.devotional life." For it iSat ney.
individualizedChristian,where no one can judge you or the recent past. This encourages those Who are having " "
put you.to work. It's sometimes hard to be in a congre-" difficult_ spiritually. If "Christians" are at home, in front
gation.where the rflessage isn't always designed.to al_- of the electronic church, how can theyshare their testi-
peal just to you." He speaks tothe po_nt.whenhesays, momes inthe sanctuary? . _ " -
"Wehavebecome a nation Ofreligious windowshoppers It is.at the Iocallevelthat the m_ss_onsgroup functions.
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' . . s lovely and happy in the universe, since been hurled to endles? burn- . common for persons to have this
,CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE He sees !hat the['e is no remedy Put ing. And when he thinks of stJch sin- worldly sorrow for sin.

J universal abstinence• ners being saved, ne feels a sense 2. False repentance is founded in
" " . , . . _ 4+ In regard tO the desert of sin. of gratitude, that he never knew until selfishness. It may extend to fear--

Repentance implies a change in trfe he was a Christian . deed and dreadful fear---' !3f the

.. - state of mind about all this• Effects of Genuille Repentance wrath' of God and the _a_ns of hell.
. . . + :- , "..- ,,.. , The careless sinner is almost de- ' and _et be purely selfish• All the

• ,': ,void of, rigm ideas.,Even if he admits 1, If your repentance is genuine whale t_ere may be no such thing as
" " in theory that s n deserves eternal tl'fere'is in your mind a conscious a total abhorrence of. sin. ann no

- : . . . " , death he does not actually believe change of view and feeling toward feeling of the heart going out after
it. But me '(ruly awakened and _;on:- sin. Of this you will Pe,ust as aware (he convictions 9flthe Understand-
victed sinner has no more doubt of as yo N ever were of a change £f .'ngin:regard to the infinite eviler sin.

FINNEY view and feeling on any omer sue-. 3 ' It leaves the feeling un-

" . , 'this than he has of the existence of ]ect, • --God. •
He sees clearly that sin must de- 2. Where rt_pentance is genuine desireChanged'forsin.Thelt.worksindividualdeath•StillItf'#elSleadsa

• " serve everlasting punishmer_t .from the disoosition tO repeat sin is gone, to hypocritical.corlcea_ment. Instead
-. + - " God. He knows that this is a simple If you have truly repented y'oudonol of that .ingen ous openhearted

. " , • .: matter.of fact• love sin:.you do not abstain frot'h it breaking forth of the sensibility, and

ON REPENTANCE " thr°ugh fear and't° av°id pun" frankness Y°U see a palavering'

i " + " Change.of Feelings - ishment, but because you hate it. smooth+tongued, halfhearted minc-
" ' , In'fruereoentancethere.must be 3. Repentanee_ when true and ing out of something that is intended

genumf), lead_ tO confession ann• a (:orresponding change of feeling• to answer the purpo.se of a confes-
" " " + " ' " - "The,(;hange of feeling has to do with " sion and yet confesses, nothing.-, ,

" • sin in all these oarttculars: its nature• - " " 4. False repentance _3roduees
• -- it relat on toGod, lts tendencies, and " The lack of genuine only a partial reformation of con-

" ' " ts desert• ' Christians may be Duct, The heart is not changed• Ob-
_or godly sorrow'worketh repen- ,"mOst.spring from sucn wews of sin 1 The indwidual: who tru y' re- serve that young convert, if he is de-
I.tanceto'salvationnot tobere- 'asGodholds.- . pentsnot only sees slt_ Jo bede- traced in part to a - ceweo, youwillflndthatthei'eisbnly.
pented of: out the sorrow oLthe testable and vile and worthy of ab- .dismal ignorance of a partial chahge in his conduct;
world worketh death" (2 Cot: 7:10)• Change of OpiniOn .. - horrence, but he really abhors it and. 51 SPUriOUS repentance leads to

,, " true i'epentance.' . There must,be a change of odin- ' . hates it.in.his heart .... + , + self-righteousness• The individual
The apostle Paul speaks of two Jon _nregard to sin.. 2 In regard to sin's relatioi_'r,tO :+" , -'/. " may Rnow Jesus,,Christ is the only -" -

"kLndsof sorrow for-_in. One working + 1..In regard to the nature of sin. Go_..he feels toward it as it really is Savior-of sinners., and may confess
repentance unto salvation, the othei To one who trL_lyrepents, sin,looks • ".. And- here is. the, source of mose restitution• If you have cheated any-. to believe on Him and to rely:on Him

" " - working death. ' very different from what, tt does; to. gushings of. sorrow _nwhich.Chris- one and do not restore what you alone for salvatton, but heis actually
It is high time professors of re- him who has not repentec Instead • tians,,sometimes break out when have taken unjustly, or if.you have placin,g ten times more reliance on

lJgion (those who profess to be. of looking'desirable or fascinating Jt. contemplating sin injured anyone and do qOtset about his reformation than on Jesus Christ
_ Christians) were taught to discrimi-, looks the very Opposite most odi- - 3. As to the tepdencies of sin tl]e rectifying the Wrong you have •done for his salvation. It leads to false se-

nate much more than they do Jn re;. ous and detestable, and he =saston- . . individual who truly repents.feels si_ so far as yoD are able, you havenot cunty,
gard to the nature and character of ished at himself that he ever could . as.it is. Viewing s=n,there is awak_ truly repented, 6. Ordinarily the reformation pro,

" venous religious exercises. Were _t have desired such a thing. - .ened within him a vehement.desire 4. True repentance results =n a duced by false sorrow for sin is tern-
so the Chureh would not be so Impenitent sinners may look at sin . . . to stop s=nning..to save people from _ermanent change of character and p0rary even tn these thingswhic h
o,;,errun with false and unprofitable and see. that it will ruin .them:be: their'sins, and to roll 1hackthe tide el conduct, It is repentance unto s_'lva- areaffected, T,he individual is con-
professors of _'eligion. " causeGod will punish them -for it.. death: This feeling sets his heart on t=on."not to De repented of." In Other tinu'allyrelapsit_g into his old sinsl

The cause is'doubtless a Want o_ but :after all it apl_ears in itself de- fire, and he goes. .t°. praying_ and Ja-. words. It is repentance so thorougn The+woman who loved dress, loves
discriminating instruction respecting sirable; they love it; they roll,it _nder. c,_,osG F,nney boring and DU_mg s_nners out'of the that there _sno going back. "Thelove it still. "and gradually •returns to her
the foundation of religion, and es- - their t(_ngue, If it c(_uld'erl+d in.haD- fire'with all his might• When" the of:sin is truly abandoned• ribt_Ons and .gewgaws•, The man

....... . pecial[y respecting true and false re-_ piness they .never would thir_k 'of ions• This is the case w_tn the dewls - , Christian sets his mind on this. he " " who loved mone.y loves it yet.. an(J
pentance.. :'- abandoning it; But to the one WHO+and wicked spirits in hell• - . , .will bestir himseff to make 15eople False Repentance' soon slides back:into nJsold w_ys, " "

True repentance rove ves a truly repents it is different: ;4elooks ". Mark then! A change of op[r_ion is ' -+ -give up me=rs_ns. False repentance is said to be 'Go through all the departments of
" " cnange of opinion _r_regar d to the _back upon it and. exclaims, "How indispensable to true repentance, - 4. He feels right as to the desert worldly. :'thesorrowof the world." It ,Society, and.if you will find people

"_" nature of sin. and this change of hateful, how detestable, how worthy and always precedes it' There may : of sin, He has not only.an rite ectua • s Sorrow for sin arising from worldly with thorough conversierls you will
• op_n_on_sfo owed by a correspond_ of hell such and such a thing was in be a change of opinion-without re- conv_cuon that sin deseryes ever-, considerations and motive_. • find 'that their most besetting sins

ing change of feeling toward+-sin, met • . pedtance, but no genuine repen- - lasting punishment, but he feels•that _. It is not'foLtnded _n Such'a before conversion•are farthest from
EeeTing_s the result of thought. And 2. In regard to the character of sin tance w_thout a change of opir_dn. . - .... , it.would-be So right and so reason- change of opinion as belongs to true them how. The real convert is least
when this change of opinion is such in respect to its relation to.God. Sin- 3. In regard to the tendencies of able and Sojust for God to condemn repentance. A person may see the ,likely to fall into his old besettir]g sin.
as .tO produce .a corrtesponomg ners_lo not see why God threatens s_n.Before. the sinr/et; thinks it.ut-, himto eternaL death that. far from evil consequences of sin in aworldly Because he abhors it most.•
changeof feeling.•,if the opinion is str_ with such terrible punishment, terly incredible that sin should have. finding fault with the sentence of the point' of view. and _tmay fill him with The reformation of one wl_o has
right and the. feeling corresponds. -Bu:t"when they are strongly con- • such tendencies as to deserve ever- law that condemns him. he thinks it consternation, He may see that it will true repentance is from the heart: ne
this is true repentance, victed, many a.s nner sees its rein- + lasting death• NOWhe sees sin to be the wonder of.heaven• a wonder of greatly affect his character or en- • no longer has a dispos t on to s_n.

It must be right opinion, such an tion to, God to be such that it de- ruinous to himself andeverybody wonders, if God can forgl_,e him. He danger his life. or that if some of his He experiences that-.the Savior's
opinion as God holds respecting s_n. serves eternal death, even though else. soul and body. for time and is full of adoring wonder that this . concealed conductshould be found, yo_e is easy and His burden is light•
"The godly sorrow Go d r.equires nJs heart does not go.with his opln- eternity, and at variance with all tl]at whole guilty world has. not. _ong out he would be disgraced.tit is very. . _, -
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PARABLE OF THE 3. The ousiness world is brutally non- " picture of the Christ an life: Many impor- III. HOW DO YOU START THIS RACE?, only at the finish line but there beside us 3. A call from God today _sextended
SHREWD EMPLOYEE est w_tn facts while all too often in tant races have been held--the break- 1, By throwing off.;everything that to piCK USUD when we'tall, basically in foul'ways:

Preaching Portion: Luke 16:1-9 Christian enterpnse we construct ing of the four-minute mile--called me hinders;. --P.hJl Metcal/e, (a). In reading theScripture

IntrocJuct_on: One of the I_oldest' para- . a foors paradise. "Mile of the Century." "But this race in Phoenixville. Pennsylvania (b) In, prayer alter having read tile
bles.Jesus told Js found in this story ot (a) Jesus labeled PRIDE deadly Hebrews is infinitely more important,;. • (a) Hmdrances must not" be me Scriptures

same as sins (the reasQn the " WH_,T THE CALL oF (c) The voices of our brothers and
the wealthy man wno fired an incompe- poison--yet .many still get I. IT'IS AN INVITATIONAL RACE author-mentions b'oth) " sisters n Christ
tent manager running his business. _o. dr_Jnk on 'it (pride • ot place. _ . GOD MEANS

- " • .face. race, or grace)• 1. Invitational sports events mean (b) Hindrances are good things Preachin 9 Portion." 1 Sam. 3:1-21 , (d) The'circumstancps of our livesas the manager cleaned out his desk ne you nave to be invited to partici. " " " homes." 'families. friends. The call of God is not lUSt.to full-
called Jn.hls masters, two eelmeuer_[ _O)Tll"e BEATITUDE,'},--cannot pate• Basketball has its National " " stu'dies_ Our knowledge, ou'r It_troduction These verses snow trlat time Christian work_ Many are nol

" " debtors and cut one's debt ,n halt and "casually be dismissed in lieu of " Invitational Tournament In sports ' " " .. sport, our euslness--th_ngs the "call of God" is much broader-than full time. but.are nonetheless ira.
.the other by a hfth. my own personal philosophy.' there is.one difference--generalLy that.can slow us down if they we may have suspe_:ted. Let us look .portant ministries,

.:_esus is not commending dishonesty (cl Do we read our JOURNAL like only "the best are inwted, In this " .. . -assume first place., briefly at me meaning of God's call• The ill THE
• • " - we note is tnat God calls men CALL (3:19_4:1a) - ..He came to save us from that_ He was me busine_;smaff leads the race everyone, is invited--world- 2. By. tnrowlrtg off the sl_ mat- en- first thing " . CONFIRMATION OF THAT

stmptyapplauding nJsuncommon inge- " WALL.STI_EETJOURNAL? wCde. universal. "whosoeVer will .. and women:
nutty And Jesus was anxious to n_ve fd_ Have we- wrestled w_tn mese .may come,", tangles : 1. B_' HJs continued _resence_-"The

the man's astute shrewdness Ior His concepts as carefully .as the.-_....,2. Three' thin'gs, you can. do wtth an (al You oont run races you want I TO HAVE' A PERSONAL R_'LA- Lord was with Samuel."
• to win by wearing robes TIONSHIP WITH HIMSELF (3:1-10) 2, God gave success to Samuel in

own side. Knowing mat mere =s some mercrlant wrestles with sup- .invitation: " " " : " ' 1. Samuel has-been living with Eli for . 'what he did (v..19b)--"He let none
good _n the worst of oeople. Jesus ply and demand"? _a)Accepflt: • . (b) Sins that chng.so closely, so
found some oraiseworthy things in tn_s Another quality to be emulated is: (b) Decline it: or . subtly, can choke out the life pernaps f2 to 15 years'--he may of his words fall to the ground .
man. re=rigs by which Ihe-.children of (c) Igrfore it--but the result of'ig- of a perfectly good Christian Iiave been =n hCsmid to late teen (NIV). God gave him effectiveness
=get can be encouraged: ill FORESIGHT. . normg it iS the same 'as re- exoerience years . . " . _nwhat he felt called to do
L INGENUITY 1. The ousiness world looks ahead.lo lectmg it. . .. 2." He knew about religious core- ' 3 Through the voice el the oeople of

1 The man was fired. Put hot 1990, 2000, b,nd beyond Those whohaveaccep_edth_sinwtat_on _... . I_ZHOW DO Y_OURUN THIS RACE? mony, but di_' no_ yel _now me God.--:"And all Israel from Dad. to" - Lord: "Samuel did nol yet know Beersheba'recognized that Sam-
.floored. r:le was resourceful raven- 2. 'Yet many Christians _o not have lind themselves: 1. With oerseveranee'--This is what the Lord: TI'a word of the Lord had uel was attested as a prophet of
. t_ve. thesame zest in planning for eter- II• IN A GREAT STADIUM CALLED w_ns _n sodrts--endurance.. ,not yet been revealed to him fv. 7 the Lord" (v.-20, NI_). Your calhng

2 The top salesman today w!ll use " city ha they do in planning their ."THE STADIUM OF LIFE" _ 2, By fixing our eyes on'Jesus. If we NIV).: - will be ratified by the peop[e of
nearly every avenue: he never -
stops going to school, const0nt!y next vacation. 1. '12:1--_"Sihce •we are surrounded are t6'keep our eyes.on Jesus. _t • 3 Many..peoele are[tke this today-- God. "Good lOb. That's what you
studies the consumer m nd does 3. The safest investment is not real . oy such a great cloud of "wit- " means there are some places we mey go to church every Sunday, should be domg."'Or else they say,

most anyth ng to make a sale. as.tote :bul men. We are estab- _ ,, snoulo not look: " "Bad job.. That is not what" you• nesses (NIV). .. pernaps even he _ at the church

3. Compare .that to tne average llsned in thisbusiness'when we I_e 2. Who ere these people? (a) At theoliver runners--some but they do not.know.ihe God by should be doing," wll ch is much
ch[Jrchman's efforts to "rescue me awake at night looking for; praying (a) Hebrews'11_indicates" some Chr,stians are stymied, by . wl'om they feel called• . .horde[ .
oar sh ng"--if one halfhet_rted at- for.some way we can help diners of them: Noah. Abraham, sa -. the=r,compansons w=tn dine- _i God's call in these verses is.for the Conclusion:What is'tlTe ministry you are
tempt to w_tness does not suc- ana give to them as Christ has- " " " iah. etc. . • " runners--as th.ey compare ex_l_ress p_,rpose that Samuel atteml_ting to.lullill? God has ways of
,ceea wny oomer the poor lellow gwen to us (b)'The New. TestamOnl wlmess. - • themselves to _those less m=ght have a personal relationsh p confirming that call to Y0U. LP_us work

further? Sorhetimes "we stop Conclusion: The mortality rate is not just es--Paul, Peter laithlul. Jesus" discCplesdid it w=tn God. "_ " - together in sucha Way that 3ur ministry
wnere a corporation lUSt begins to h_gn. =t_a'100 percent How'much time (c) The martyrs . : . . " . L.QOK AT JESUS But, God doesnot leave us there He exalts Jesus Christ bnngs honor to the
figm. - we have left does not matte_ Anytime is (d_ Pe0ple'like Augustine. Calvin, " " . ,

4.' Jesus admon shes us to love God snort. Our investment for'Him is so I'uther. WesleY,'- . . . _b) Atyourself---you dent w_c calls those whom He has calted to a oer- gosoelandothersmtotneKingdom" - -. _"_ races by,being self-absorbed, sonal relationshio v,tith Iiimself: .si_c- --Phil Metcalfe " " . _
w=th all our m_ne peddle of the soiled =t is I=kebuild=rig on arocR " (el You may se_ your grandfa,_her " ' • ' '_ " looking down at yourself. It s °ndly'• " ':. ' . " ' Phoenixville. Pennsylvania
worldputheartandsoutandMIND . "--PhilMetcalfe . " and gran'dm()ther, mothe_\fa- . ". " t=me forthe "me" general=or. .11. TO A .MINISTRY. wfi'HIN HIS . .'" "
_ntownat may are do=no. Phoenixville, E_ennsy/vanta ther. or the last Christian who to look again at the words: "'l CHURCH {3:11-18) MERCY OVERRIDES

The shrewd manager had somem=ng lUSt died am crucified with Christ" anc 1. Eventualiy, for Samuel Ibis'meant Text: JohnB:l'tb." "Go and s_nno more.'"

e_se we need: THE RACE 3. Are these people mere spec- to "die trying•" ." . being a 3reemmenLpro.phet =nIs- The ACCUSERS:

1[ C'OMMON SENSE . , 8:7,-BLINDby their own s_n.
1. If we expect to. survwe sp_rituail_/,'. Preactt_ng Portion: Heb. 11:32--12:2 tators? No. If. when you play the • (c). Back--Weare to look straight rael a judge among• he people, a "game,' you concentrate on the, at the'goaL As Christians we" pnest overthe nation. But'immedi-

we must face facts ar,'they are Introduction: This is one of "those pas- spectators watch_ng,you're not as forget tt_e past and."all In,rigs ately, it meant being a prophet of 8:6--BOUND in self-centeredness.
2. Having received.h=s notjce, he did. sages'found =nthe "'Sports Pages of the . apt to play well. These witness- 3ecome ne_,. God who spoke the'words of God 8:5--BENT on hurting ethers.

- " _ not daydream at?out what might B=ble,' Paul must'navebeen fascinated es all bear the exact testimony: . . to Eli. " The ACCUSED; "
nave been• He became extremely w=th sportsevents.in _hat numerous "Jesus Christ can save and keep " " Conclusion: Let us look at Jesus who 2. The Lord calls al those •whom He B:3--FOUND =n.s=n. " "

- . rea_sl _;--"What am } to do now?. I metaphors are sports oriented• "Let us and satisfy," They'l'e a!_ ooktng at " ' slands'at the finish line. the•track ol.the Calls to himself _na _ersonal rela- 8:5--FI:.UNG upon Jesus mercy.
am not strong enougn to o_g, an(]. run w_th perseverance the race marked the'end of the track where Jesus Sled=urn of LiJ_'saying, "Come•unto me tionshib to a particular- ministry tn B:4--FORGIVEN by the Savior _"

, too proud to Dog. out loi" uS" (NIV). I lind in it a yery yw]d [s standing, all ye that labour .', ." lron=celly, He;$ not His body. : --J. Grant Swank. J_
• , •. - .

• ", , ,
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" _ TODAY'SBOOKSfor !geli there will be several.From December 11-181 gave my . .Eval"l sm. Flarl fitile talk 123 times and had 15 ,_/armresponses. Twoof '
-(Continuedfrompage 41) these had been Nazarene-affiliated before moving to

" " Florida. One 6rthem asked about a favorite pastor.,in TODAY'S !

people, and had accumulated 32 prospects. I visited answer and took it to her.
them and concluded that about 15 were immediately
hopeful; lhe olhers Would,be added to the bulletinma_l: In more than 1.000 Calls.I havenot had one sarcast c . . •
ing list and perhaps one day Deproductive. By.January answer.Often people will say, "1wish you luck, Rover.,
1, I had "foundS'112 prospects. Eighteen of these fami- end."
lies have now been to our church. Sunday morning, The field is almost inexhaustible. For example, Or-
January.14. there were 16 new people in tne morntng /anarohas 120.000-1telephones:Subtracting the busi- . .
serwce(11 inSunday School), representing five families ness numbers, one pastor making 100 calls a week - Practicbl Divinity:Theology " Wesleyan theologians past and primary theme of the passagHit is,

- The law,of averages has produced one prospect for would need 20 years tOcover his territory! And the calls in-the Wesleyan Tradition present and show_ an acute aware- nevertheless, always,pertinent and
11.26 calls, and one family actually attending for every can be repeated after only one year! " ness of the creative theologiqal dis- fresh. -
66.2 calls. I quote these figures from strict.recordkeep- This method of canvassing,will. provide only pros-" By Thomas A. Langford. Abingdon cussions now being carried on in he- ,The basic thrust is a challengeto
ing, but in speculation there are 26 more families(=nclud- • pects. Friendship evangelism is the marvelous tool for .. Press. 1983. $9.95 lir_ess circles He says: "Whatever Christian'Sto daring and costly liv-

•.. - ing three formerJyNazarene-relatedbefore moving here) following up on prospects. Think of.ihe strong impres- This book by the professor of sysL the final _conclusions ... the dis- ng. The style (sdown-to-earth, with
Who will almost surely respond. If'so, the ratio of suc- slon made when a gifted visitor takes a pan of hot rolls, tematic.theologyat'the Duke Un!ver- cusglon las-enrlched-ihe historical • no punches pulled." The applica-
cess will be one attending)family for every 26.8 Calls.We a Die.or.anytl)rng that indicates a loving, personal inter- sity D!vinity School is valuable read- .understanding of the teaching of .lions are multiple and life-situational.

Christian perfection" (p. 143), add- The illustrations are skillfully told
pass up no streets for hungry hearts are everywhere, est to such a prospect!. . =ngfor any Wesleyan interested _n ing the observatiorl-that ;'holines_ with economy of words. The lan-Persistency and consistency are urgently necessary, • So go,ahead!Goto the library'and get your list'(or buy understanding n=s "roots'; But one .
My own goal is-25 conversations a day and not fewer the directory for about.$50.00_and wortl_ it!). Start finds-more than roots:the book also theology bs alive, andit remains a guage, althougn it lacks the elo-.
thani10q a week How bett_?rcould I seen( [imet Some- " "dialing and:keep at it. Who knowst If you shoot for the pictures vividly, the trunk ,and the pa[tner with others who claim Wes:. quence of a George Truett. is picto-
times 25' calls will yield no."good" results: sometimes moon. you just might hit an eagle! } " " branche_ that make up the living leyan roots and who wish to. con- rial and sometimes colloquiaL Keen'

"tree" of the Wesleyanfaith., tinue in theWesleyarl spirit" (p. 146). • imagination'comes through in mes-
- - " - ..... The final chapter enumerates.the sages like "Crosses Make Good

The term practical divinityis John - themes that, according to Langford. Crusaders. . .
.... Wesleys, descr.ibing his. under-. constitute the nucleus of the Wes- The doctrinal"content is minor.

• standing of the purpose of theology leyan traditibn--"biblical witness to Twooi" three.t mes the author's Ca-
. . --Jr must be practical; Intended as Jesus_Chr st vital expenence of vinlsm surfaces. The work.of the

• Wo . . .. • . . : • . a survey, the bookc0vers much Ged'in'Cnrist as Savior and Sanc- Holy Spirir'is scarcely mentioned.RetUrning to the rid New Testament to me presbnt will quickly reassure us - ground and does not go into great tifier. commitment to human free- The. author's burden is for doing
detail at any point. But it is ad_irahly dora and etrjical discip!e_hip, and Christianity.He wants faith '4,ithfeet.

(Continued frompage 471 - : that there is no need for suchcompromise. If our expert- - - accurate ._nsummarizing the many. . ?nce in Washington.D.C..is of any valuel we have found
prophetic voice to become politically one-sided. On the that if'is our interest in tr_ephysical and social needs of theologians and movements that the shapir_gof churqh"life around He is agalnst,(;ozy, no-risk, merely.missional respqnsjb I ty" (p 263}. respectable Christian living.
-cQntrary,the church is perceived as an al!y, a w_16ome the people in the ghetto neighborhoods that- opens . constitute the Wesleyantradition.. This book can be prolitable read- rmglad.I was introduced to this

and necessary part:cipant in the restoration and preser- aoors for sharing the good newsof God'_ forgiving , The. opening chapte.r deals w!th. ing fornojinesspast0rs_hoselaity ' book. I'll pull it off. nly shelf again- • the origins of the traa t on n ,Jonn --vation of the city. grace. Weare finding that when the gospel is shared in " ., • through various media, are. being when I preach fromActs.
" Government leaders know they cannot pay for the the context ota caring community it needs !Rtleif any . Wesley's thought. Chapter 2, ent_- bombarded by many rion-Wesleyar) _A. E. Airhart

kind of commiiment thatev61vesfrom those whoserve defense, The deeds havepreceded the Word,prepanng • tied "Scriptural Christianity: John" voices and may be in danger of los-
out of a Christian commitment. Whatever .rioti9n there the way for repentance"and faith. :The Word must be- Wesley's .Theology of Grace." de- ing their own Wesleyan identity. The Triune God
has-I_een_n_hepast thatgovernment andchurch cannel, crime i'lesh, p_cts Wesleys doctrines of justifi- --Rob.L. Staples
cooperate seems to have been forgbtten in the face of Ifothers haveabandonedthe Word of personai salva- cation, prevenientgrace, assurance, . , . BYEdmund J. Fortrna'n.Baker Book
the overwhelming social andmoral problems facing so, lion.as they have tned to serve the.social and physical . Christian perfection and.thechurch. 7 Real.Christianity " House. 1982. Paperback. 382 Pp:,
ciety, needs, or the reverse, _etus learnJrom tt:}eir/nist,_kes Nine subsequent chapters,trace the . $10.95 "

It.may be that localchurches will increasingly estab- and go'on to hold together both the social and personal spread 'of We_leyan_sm.in Britain By Bailey E. Smith. Broadman' This book isa reprint era'valuable "
lish private day SChOOlSas an _tterna¼iveto the public dimensions of the gospel. The crowded cities of the and Americainthe nineteehth and Press. $8.95 . .... ... historical,survey,indicating the ways
scMoolsystem and at tMesame time work for the ira- world, with their staggenngneeas are open to the . • . " twen{i;e:th centuries, viewing it. "Youwould not expect the pastor in which vai'ious thinkers developed
provement of public schools, In the interest of low- Churchl Government officials are at a loss to find.ways against the background of changing of a SoutSern Baptist church.of • the doctrine of the Trinity.Most of

.mcomehousingrehabilita,ti0n, some of us at Community of serving the public interest Increasingly,,the Church - . cultural enwronments, and analyz- more than 12.000 member_ who the book.focuses upon the early
of Hope havebeeri asked to partic pale in forums where " willbelooked•to for direction andanswerS.If the Church : ing the teaching of each significant has more than once baptizeFIover centuries of the Church when most
government and business leaaers are searcn_ng,for will take the.lea(l, and the risks, others will watch and ..theologianresponsible lor thedevel-' 1,000 convert,f'WJthina year to be a theological battles were fougr_t.
models of how. to do a better job. We.need to ha_e" may eventualy follow_and we can be faithful to Isaiah's oprfient of. |he,tradition. dull Or uninspfringpreacher,and you Postons taken by Protestant Re-
enough involven_entand expertise _og_vedirection. In miss_on_cvision "to'rebuild the ruir)ed cities" (see Isa.." " " Of special interest to Preacher's : would be right. These 21 sermonic formers, and contemporary theolo-
the past it was me Christian hospitals, dniversities,and 61:4)..... Magazine r.eaderswill be chapter 6, treatments of passages from. Acts gians arealso addressed.

•ielief agencies that established-the patternfor:similar n.the heart of Washington'S "Riot Corridor." an old. entitled "Holiness Theol0gy.". Here are vigor(_us, for;lhright, practical... Fortman takes a strong, orthodox
public institutions.:The.'care of souls' hasalways im- abandonedapartment building, on a hill 0verlook ng the _heauthor surveys the contribution and olten irisigbtful. The author has position on the Trinity:.One God in
plied responsibility for the physical and social needs of Capitol, has come to "life. More than a building, it's a of the.holiness movement to theon- done exegetical homework, but the Three Persons, But the valueof this
.people _ .. . going spread of Wesley'smessage, snlell of the study, is'not on these vol6meis.inits historicalinformati0n.

Somefear thatinvovement withthesoclalandphys_ place where people come in ticne of qeed, for food. .. .o,. shelter clothing, medical .attention. legal aid. and th_ The holinessmovement _sseenas a pages: indeed, occasionally the.ex- .Anyone interbsted in the doctrine of
ical needs of the people will divert'the church.from its Breadof Life. The grant from the city is a.way of saying, vital and valid part of historic Moth- position (Acts 15. for example) the Trinity as interpreted over the
task. or at,least drain off resources that.could be used "This _s the sign, this _s hope, thisneeds _o happen odism. Langford assesses the work -seer0s a bit:inadequate. If the treat- centuries .will profit {rein studyin_
for evangelism. A brief review of the Church from the throughout the City,and perhaps the.nat on.' }. of Nazarene,"Free Methodist..and ment does.not always:deal with the. this book. -:-Gerard Re.ed "_
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" " TESTAMENTOLD;TESTENT . -WORDSTUDES . WORDSTUDiES..
Harvey E. Finley ' Ra!ph Earle

- ' YAHVEH--REDEEMER, Part I in some instances that of acting as me deem' (g-:l) you with My outstretched . .
'Redeemer" anc1"Savior. are two avenger 51the blood of a near relative, arm and with mighty judgment_"(Exod.

names for God that focus attention par- The goHl had-dam, '-'theone avenging 6:6),'Thevictory song for celebrating the
His dehverng, savng pur.: tl_e blood" or 'u_e one acting as kins- orossmg of .the Red Sea includes " Hebrews _ Since It is the same verl_in 13a and before ) Here the order.of the words is13b =t=sDest to translate: "made obso- reversed: he prothesis ton.arfon. This

_oseIor His people who are to De not man _nbehalf of the slain one" was at- : among other adulations and Dralses an
only reccp=entsof salvation themsewes lowed or even expected to ;etaliateby acknowledgment that Yahveh had Sum {8:1} Fete' and 'is Decommg, oDsofete'" Doses a bit.of a problem. Maurer sug-
but alsotnstruments mrougn whom sat- taktng the hfeof his -etative'smurderer shown mercy. =neading the people " The word kephalalon comes from ke- (NASB:cf. NIV) THefirst Iorm is the Per- gests: "When Hb 9:2 lists not only the
vation may become the Prized pos- _seeNum. 35:16-2_]J. : forth, the people.whom .He had "re- phale. "head." In the only other _lace m fect active indica{iveand me second is tabreDUtmc)respecifically he prothesis
session of all peoples. Both terms are ((1) Buying Back Something Con- deemed'" (g.-I) (Exod; 15:13: cf. Ps. the New Testarnem where it occurs the 15resentDassiveparticiple.'Wqti_the ton arton as a_ object-in the temple
=mportant par sof the God-nomencla- seccat_)dto God.--g=-I, meaning "buy- 77:15 and 106:101.The Psalmtst lamen- . (Acts 22:28) t means "sum" (ol corn ng of he ,flew _ovenant.in.Christ. sanctuary, the reference.is noj[so much
lure occuinng most freauently n Isaiah ing.back"or rede.emmg."is used of tmg the desolation of Mount Zion ear- money)--see discussion there IWM, me old covenant made at Sinai is now to the act of placing .as-to _,()memlng-
40--66. Thi_ is the first el a two-part payment of value assessec plus one- nestly implored Yahveh to remen_ber 2:145).But hereIt has its primary mean- obsolete. We are.not, under law DU!url-_ concrete. Derha£,sthe bread laid on the
Studyon Yahueh-Go'eL"Yahveh{is)_e- filth for an t_emconsecrated which, the H_scongregation, the tribe of His inher- ing, "main point" (NASB).' (L der grace, table (TDNT,8:165).
oeeme£' A study bn"Savior" w= follow person"wished to.recover for hisown _tance,which He had "redeemed" (g-'q: " _ "
thisone •_,ossesskon.(See Lev. 27:1 f.) This m- Ps.74:2) The Psa mist also l0 revte.w_ng Is Set [8:1) . Waxeth.Old (8:13) Cherubims (9:5)

g.LI Designating Kinds of Human volvecl su_;h minds.as a parcel of me Exodus and Wilderness expert- I_ the King James Verstonthe verb This_slhe_presentactwe par_lclpleof This ts tneonly place in theNewTes-
Relationships.---The Hebrew root g--I ground, a domesticated animal, or van-" ences,s ated the clesp e steel's,many,,, " kathizo s 'correctly translated sat the verD gerasko (in NT only here and tament-wnere.this term occurs, though
means "to act as Kinsman,.aVenge(a ous kinds of tithes (perhaps grams .or occasions of waywardness and Gods down" twice _nHebrews (1:3; 10:12).
reFative'sbloodl, arid redeem. ' wares}. S,3chitem_ when consecrated "-judgments .on them,, they turned and " . " .,.- But here and '1"12:2it isg_venan aWK.., jectweJ°hn'2:l:l.geras.8),wn=ch,,oidcomeSage..(onlyfr°mthe=nLukead"Testament:itis' found scoresltcomes°fdirectlyt=mesInfrom.the'OIdme

(a) Marrying a ERelative'sW=dow to were probab y presented with the un-" sought Him a__eremembered that He ,ward incorrect ren(:]erlng 1:36). Ifmeans "g}'owing OId"(NASB)oh Hebrew kerublm Im is the mascu,ne
Perpetuate His Name.--"Actlng as a derstanding of short-term need and of the'Most H_ghGod (El Elyon) was their ;'agcng"(NiV). plural enc_ingof Hebrew nouns.. So..to
Kn,sma_ or be ng a goel('redeemer')' possible'return to the original owner "Redeemer" (CIo'ei:Ps 78:35). Of the Sanctuary (8:2) - say "cherubinls"(KJV) s s=mplynot cor-
n order to perpetC_at_a relatives name 2. g-_l Verb Forms with" Yahveh as [t =s n mese =nstances(see 2a and b The Greek I_terallysays "of tl_e r_oiy rect: it is like say_r)g"1have three chil-mtngs' (ton haglon) But nete and in 9:1 " Ca'ndiestick (9:2) • drens." All good modern versions of
was _r}eflect an act of redemmiSn.Such Sub/ect.--A sizeable number C_f.verb. above} in.which Yahvel_ is affirmed as " •
ac_on to ancient custom forms el g-'- _mply a personai rela- relating himself to an individualc,r to the " - me adjective _s used asa'sui3stant_ve The Greek wore is lychnta, wntcn course, nave con:ectly "'cherubim" or

"'. _ee Deut. 25:8-10 it saved me name tionshipw_tn God. These.forms thus are people sraal that g-'*l ("to redeem" or (neuter s_ngular n 9:1) fo_ tt?e "sanc- means 'lampsiaed'" {NASB.NIV). They "cnerubs."
of a relative for pOster=tyDy preserwng=t used asmetaPhor, for expressing s=gnifk "Redeemer" takes on theological di- . : tuary" of the Tabernacle. ..... didseenOtmscusslonUSe.candle_atMatt.5inIhe Tabernacle.15(WM. . Figure (9:9) •
among me names of the DeoDe of God .cant [rum about God in His relationshtp mens_ons,not present =nthe context of _ " Example (8:5) 1:19).. It comes as a bit Of surprise to d=s-
Ruth's marriage to"Boaz vLwdly_llus- with certa q individualsarid particularly strictly human retat=oDsnips.Thus (o
trates this kind of.;'a'ctingas kinsman" or with Israel. H=sDeoDle.This root there," redeem" and "redeemer" mean: God is •" The term hypoae$gmawas used =h- secular G_eek.lor an "example." But it Sanctuary (9:2) cover that the Greek word here is para-Dole.Whichis translated "parable" (KJV)
"acting as reaeeme_"Ruh no only pro-_ ore has become a rods s=gn=ficantpart motivated out of concern for the Irou- also meant,."copy." That theaning lits .

for I]er elderly mother=in-law.Na_ of the."sal_tationvocabulary" of the Bi- bled,'oppresse_rperson or peopte and be ter here.and in 9:23 N,ASB;NIV. In It is true that we have here the neuter 46 out of the 50 times il occurs in the
• om_ by gle_n=ng n.the.fields. She'also ble. This root In verb form impiymgreta- takes the nitiative to extend helD.even .ttle latter passage the KJV ha's ."pat- ptural (Hagia) of the ad.ective h_gios New Testament. I't is used for the para:

• "hoiy."But the tran'slation "sanctuary bles of Jesus 17 times in Matthew..13carefully followed Naomi's counsel in honsr_p. with GOd occurs.most Ire- to effect _:escueor deliverance:God of-, .fern,s)."
comact_ngand remtn0ing near.relatives" quentiy in poetry, fers hope where otherwise despair and • - -. ' does not fit here because verses 2 and times in Mark (ti_ougntranslated "corn=
mm one'should assurrretoe i'esDo_isibil- (a) Yahveh "Redeeming" Individuats helplessness would prevail for, siiu- Mediator (8:6) 3 desc_'ibe'twosanctuaries. The first (v. parison" m 4:30), and 17 times in Luke.
ity of goHhn their and Elimelech'sbehalf from Evil or Death.--The verb'forms of ations beyond hum_i[_solutions; God - See the d scussion at ll_,m 2:5 (WM. 2) was called "the.Holy Place" (NIV: of. " Once.in the Synoptic Gospels it Is ren-

. .- NASB).The second, behiqd the second dered as "proverb" Luke 4:23) Asideso that Elimalech's name'and nher- .g.=ldestgnming Yahveh acting "to re: allgns himself against all the enemiesar- 5:179-81).
_tancewould .beperpetuated among the deem" persons tt_reatened by ew_ or rayed against His person or peddle. - .. curtain was called "'the Most Holy from these Gospels it is found only n

God. (See Ruth chaos. 2: 3: death occur a number o'f times. God or thus assurmg ibrotect_onand inumph; . " ' " M,kde Old... Decayeth.(8:13) Place (N V),1,The Greek is. Hagla. " Hebrews (9:9: 11:19)--where the KJV . .
•Hagion--literally, "me Holy of Holies has "figbre.",and 4; e..pec=all_'2:20:3:19: and 4:1_10: •His Angel redeemed" Jacoi_ from all God manifests mercy an_ forgiveness Both of. these.tt:anslate" the same -

and com Deut. 25:8-10) The Ruth: evil (Gen. 48:16). God. spoke through as_far as the Dastis concerr_edand i_e- verb, pala_oowhich comes from the ad- (NASB). These•two rooms .togemer The noun oarabole comes from the
Boaz .wedding not only preserved'or HOSedpromising o ransom.Israel from yond this ntends a contfnumg, fulfilling jective palates. Aredt andGYngrich say comprised erie DuiIchng,which _;o_ldbe verD oaraballo,which means :)lace De-
saved me name of Ehmelech out pro- the.power ofthe grave and to"redeem relationsh=pbetween t_=msalfand those" "
vided cont_nu=tytn me family line from them from death after a certain due He has "redeemed";.in the newly _hatthe ad_ecuvemeans "old = in ex=s- referred to as"The Sanctuary. The rest •stae." "compare. Here =tmay well be
Judah to Jesse to David (See 1 Chron measure el judgment {Hos. 13:14) The founded ralationsh=pGod has "elected.... fence for a long time. often with the con- of the Mosaic Tab()rnaCteconsistec_of translated ."illustration," which s what- notation of being antiauateo, or out- eden courts or courtyards, the parables were.
2:3-17: Matt, 1:1-tl ) - . . writer of Lamentation_ -probably Jere- or ChOSen'_His "redeemed" ones to:be. .worn:' (Lexicon: p. 605). Seesemann The Sbewbi'ead (9:2i. Reformation {9:10) .(b) Redeeming a Relative Irom a miah, affirmed that Yahvehhad pleaded His own _gec_alpossess_on--14i_Wit- -' " writes: "The word has"theological $ig-
Slavehoide_--"Actinc as kinsman" (g-:l) his case had "redeemed" his life (Lam. ness among diner men.and nations, nificanceonly '1Heb. 8:;13,wl]ere it oc- In the New Testamentthis same term Diorthosis (only here Jn NT) comes
also included the role _ofredeeming a 3:58) The Psalmist,expressed gratitude Thus while these'g-'lincidents may be " curs twice, .... the _bthor argues . • occurs (in KJV} n each of the SynOptic from the verb diorthoo "set in the right
relativefrom aslaveholderby pay!ng the to Yahveh as tt'e One who"redeenied" Drirdarily those of a-life spared from that I_y setting.0_Jpthe new covenant Gospels (Mat!; 12:4: Mark 2:26: Luke path," Hereitis usedfor the "new order "
amount of money requ_'ed for the ,;e: his hie from destruction (Ps. 103:4). phystca_death or of a mmtary v=CtOry .God.has declared the old to De out- 6:4). There it is a translation of.tous (NIV), which replaced the old order
lease of the relative {see Lev.25:47-54)• (b) •g-'-I Llsed of Yahveh ]n Relating over a thr_eateningenemy, one is never- dated. God Himself cancels its _,alidity artous tes protheseos--literally, "the found in the MoSaic law--as the first
This K_naof redemption had its' orece- Himself to Enslaved Israel to LeadThem thaless forced to recogntze most s=gnili- [TDNT.5:720). oaves of thepresedtation" [or, "placing part of thisverse indicates. _,

=n Yahveh's recierrt)t_onof srael out of Egypt.--Yahv.eh, .deePly con- cant theologicaldimens¢ons to tnuse in- " '. - -
.from =-gypt_anoppression (Lev. 25:25). cerned over.Israel'S oppresston Oy me cidentsin which iris acclaimedthat God . • .

(c) Avenging the Blood of a Reid- Egypuans; promtsea: " . I will deliver, has "redeemed" or He is "Redeeme_"
tive._"Acting as kinsman" rg-=lj meant you fromthe r slave-labor,and I will 're- . _ " " •" • ' . :
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A LATE DISCOVERY " :
-.- ,_. . . "

. . , - , , " . • t . . . ;

"Ki_ 'era w th kindnes_s,".my mother usecl to say. That _ cony is actually wor8lng to keep us back--probably,in . " - . .
was ner advice to us when we sought tO know-how to retrtbution for ca? _megrtty And'even when our conver-
waylay those who maltreated us, - • - sationisn't so personal, we tell war stones.We nave a There are occasions when a hymnbook becomes anobstacle to worship. For thosettmes, an 0verheadprojector

Well. for years now. 1 have .sought to be obed em to 'veritable library of.taJes of balefulstratagems, past an/I and the new Lillenas Hymn Transparencies will provide an added dimensionto group and congregational singing.
the ma'ternal wsion and put ner advice into oracttce, present, to place thusperson here and that perso n there : "
Somet mes i've succeeded sometimes not: a'n-lnconsis- ,to seat tn_sone and to uneeat anothe_ Then there's our Two volumes of 10 songs each are now available. Each volume includes:

.tency that I]as troubled me. And _ven more bothersome cqllection of reports of Pnischiev6us deals made for con- • Te_ hymns or songs, each ona separate overlay (melody and words) . ""
has been the :inconsistency Of the resDonses of my trc ling thts ol" that - • One,tinted by•flay to cut tight glare . " . "
strategy--everythirig 'from "Whatever are you talk,tg The problem is not that we are making things up, • Tw0companion songbook's containing all ten songs with melody, text, accompaniment, and chord syrn-
about? I've"always supported you, wholeneartedly! to building cases on wholly _mag0naryevidence• T,here is. in " bols. • • - - . " . . ..

"Buzz ofl to "Thanks. I needed that," I've lea'rned tnat fact. no lack of ewaence that cnarlatahs and manipu- '_ " " • Sturdy string-tie envelope for storageand display . "" loved enemies don't always become loving enemtes, lators can invade even holiness aenonlinations n(_t to ".
But I think I've found the secret to consistency now. At mention •those whose, p_ety and ethics haven't been $19.95 each. .. ." " " . . . . Additional songbooks, $1.25

least my attitude can be i;onsistent. 'And.,'so far, the properly connected. . " . " " • ' .' _/ . _

- -.responses have been mucn more Drca,craDle. __._ .

• Igor my cliJe from the daily newspaper: of,all places• And neres Wnere'my newf()und principle is of im- " i "_.... • mense helD• I had tended to see ewl plots everywnere. " ' : . " " ' ._

Some colpmnist was grousing about the way some .... / _| .' " " " " _;'_;_i

folks nave thumped the Reagan administration "for its only to have my pemeptions pooh-poohed-by some .... .: - ,,x .• latuous assurance that I was simply alscovenng 'the *," . , , ,, , .,', ....., • .,,
attitude toward tne po()tlEspecially irritating to the scn- flumanil"y of the church." I did not like•either alternatlv'e, !., ,q_i,'_,: ._,, ,. ?% " ; '" , 'J

• SCI{II*T|//_I! SO[_{_verier was the tendenc_ ol some to see _nadmlnrstratlve The l]abit of seelna, or assuming, that there was con- : . w)_t_n ,.._,c_.,'_t_"._°r_Gs • . _ou_: _
POlicy so(no sort of mal gn spirit at work..They see'the _................
Oval Officeand its satelhtes as veritable hatcheries of certed deliberate mischief throughout, the church nur- . . . " .............. , r . . . •;' ............• "tured _;yn_cism and worse• But.assigning every'pec- . •
plots to oppress. They inte_:pret _inytn!ng that the admin- ' - " ........
istration does'as part ofsome evil scheme. It stmply _s cadillo, a¢ld worse.tc ".the humanity of the" church" - .......seemed to be an, even worse oractice, for'it often be- :.... " _ ., . "'"_.....
not fair, said the wnter. Arid then it was that he dropped came a matter of excusing the inexcusable.'of allowing . _ " -

the clue so helpfutt't"6 me. - , . . • _ . , . . _,_,,_ " 7 ._
The clue came in a quotation from a proessor el -attitudes arid practices tn tne church' that we would i" I _i/_'_ " "/ _ " ' " l " "'" " "severely crltuaze when found in the world or m other

political science sqmewhere. The pr:ofessor, too, was - } . • , .
irked by those who read Reagan's policies as pieces ol branches of the Body_And. _tthrew off on what•it means- tobe human. Folks in the Reformed and Lutheran tradi- _ . .
some nefariou's conspiracy against anything'poor, non- ]_ons can say, "To be human is to be sinful• necessarily• _ " " " ' - " - •
white, or liberal• "'T_a't'S a gross misread_f]g,'_said the " _ .......We Wesleyans can t say that .With our deep cor)cern for - ...
professor "Actually, they',!e not tha,t intelligent. Give 'em h0man.moral _esponsibility, we want to _e slow to let " "' "' ' ' "
credit for some stupidity. " _eople off ihe hook by 16ffing them plead "human na- •The Bond of Love . - • ..... .. • Lord, We PraiseYou

Now anal_/sis of the character and quality ol "the poll- il TlleLove 0f God • . . ..:. " • He Is the Way ' ,,.,. . -..Lure" or "circumstances" or "evil forces•" For 0s tO be

: - cles of the current Amencan administration is'not my numan_q_eans to be moralJy responsible• Saying, "That's e-The Trees of the Field ..... . " , el Wil'lSlng of tlie Mercies•0f the Lord
. . purpose heie. I'm iust wanting to share•my new insaght just tll_ humanity/ of the ch'urph," can" tend to moral • HIs Banner Over Me IsLove • " ' " " .,, • Great andWonderfu =- " " "

in interpersonal relationsn_Ds.Towit:'_Give.'emcr.edit for. trresponsibility, e'2 Corinthians3:.18 " " ._SpringUp;.O Well • .
some stupidity."

Yousee. • hardly a week goes.by that.I don't hea_ or " So. m_ new ns_ght helps•me a great deal• It gives me Behold . - . • USIs,Lord : . -
read in some correspondence some complaint that el- a very believable and useful third alternative• I don't have • Ten Thousand Angels -" .• For God.So Loved - " . . ,

. ther'al!eges Or impliesthat there are dark designs afoot to assume that thihgs are going as riley are because of .•.We Shall Overcome (Hayford) * His Gl'ace.ls Sufficient for Me_ -
in the denominati0n and that these.have just bhgnted or some selfish, if not downright carnal, scl,_eming some- _ " " _ Father,WeTh_nl_YoU "ii • :'• Jesus I LoyeYou ' "
thwarted, oradvanced someone's career. Then• too, we where in the system.: And I don't have to chalk it all up to . ...... -'_OneOf_'ourChildrenNeedsYou,'Lord .... . :e ningAg_in - -
all know that those Outside the holiness movement are "humanity" in some naive spirit, I can lust sit back and . . . ' .........
up to no good, trying to derail the old-time religion• give 'era credit for some stupidity." (Son'gbook:•MB-51..7).. . ' . . (Songbook.... -MB-51,8) • .

In.fact• every once•in awhile a friend or two and I lust - 'tKill 'em with kindness• Gve em cred't for some stu- " O_ " " " : " ' "" ' ""let the waves of.paranoia roll over us enjoylngmdstthe pidity."Oh, there's another one l read somewhere, too: : ............... --L_._)_5[__ _.._L0_C[_:_!V_ _'O! ........ _;/ .L_." ..'.....L;_ :_' _......
big breakers of self-pity tl]atbathe us. [here is after-all, "Forgive "us' our trespasses, as .we forgive those who " .. " " " ' ' • •
plenty of evidence that somebody, has it in for us. Sorhe- trespass against us," - . ., : .For the complefe line'of Lillenas music, consult the " i . .

- , . . "'. * - • " , , , , . . .

• '" ' " " Available from YOUR UBLISHI sE ..
• . • • .
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EXPLORING CHRISTIAN •HOLINESS
W. T.Purkis.er/ Paul M. Bassett / WilHam M. Greathouse ./Richard S. Taylor

. "The concept of holiness In the Scriptures Is.vast and comprehensive. In its
broadest meaning in Christian experience, holiness Is life under the Lord- . " ..• .. .
'shlp ofJesus Chrbt in the powedand purity of the HolySpirit. As such,.it

- relates to every other major biblical doctrinet'the Trinity, the IncarnaCioG
• atonement, grace, faith, ]usti[ication, the church, Christian ethics, and on

and on. Holiness teach'lngIsnot a line running through the B_ble:It is a vast
. network Of interconnecting truths .that pervades.t_e whole•

W. T. Purkiser

The Wesleyandoctrine of Christian perfection hasbeen the subjectof many vol_rueswrlct(_n since
• the famed 18th-century preacher.JohnWesley first articulated this significant.truth. But not sincethe
earliest'days hind'sui:hacomprehensive work been producedthat presentsall phasesof the doctrine.

Volume I byDR, W. T. PURKISERpresents a survey of.the biblical foundationsofthe cloctrlne, " " "
experience, and life of holiness. In this second volume, just'refeased, DR. PAUL M. BASSETTand.
DR. WILLIAM 61,GREATHOUSE deal with the historical development Of hollness,teach'ingthrough
the.Cl_Hstlan centuries. Volume3, authored by DR. RICHARD S: TAYLOR, takes up the present
theological formulation ofthe doctrine, Each volume includes a valuable reference Index,

A chaflenging and enhghtemng study reflecting contemporary tho_sght in the area of
Christian holiness. . . :."

Distinctively des!gned ,_rimson Clothbc)ard b!nding.
VOLUME 2* 340 approximate) pages

................ (tentative price)$14.95
' • " "Scheduledfor September1984.Tobe sentautomati-

•tally to allwhopreviouslyorderedthe 3-volumelet.. " " " • "

VOLUME I 256 pages...... _............... $10.95
vofUME 3 to be releasedin Spring of [985- .

-Sgn Upfor your 3_volumeset.NOW... .

The set Every Pastor Has Been Eagerly AwaiHng!

Order frotp YOUR PUBLISHINGHOUSE.
Prl<e $uDjcct (0 ¢_Jnte w_nou_ nOIIce _ •
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