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Christ the!Lord
. r - , . • . •

by Robert A. Raines _:_..,- . •

. . , . - - . .

I t is stri'king that in most of the Resurrection stories nota "bit of beef'.'as Scrooge defined Marley'sghpst to
' • - I Jesusappears to His disciples incognito at first--the be ,.. more of gravy than the grave,not a bit of dream

Stranger on the road to Emmaus :..,the Man Mary or fantasy or w sh projection. Its reality is demonstrated
thought waSthe gardener., the Onewho appearedin i_ its results--no mental hallucinatioh herei. : ......_._ • " "
theUpper Room ....the Stranger on the b_ach. The restJrrectionof Jesus was a personaJencounter ,_"._-'._, '

We can't be certain as to just what occurred there•on of the risen"_lesus in which therewas communication
the beach or.in the UpperROomor in the garden or on and then ultimate recognition: Perhaps the earliest'doc- . .
the Emmau'sroad or in Ihe tomb; we don't know what umentation of the Resurrection hasbeen given us by
really happened.Rather,we can more readily reflect on " Paul:_'ForI delivered to yO_Jas of first importance what , •
what we know didlYthappen. I also received,,that Christ died for ou'r sins in accor- ' • "

Theresurrection of Jesus was not a pttysicalresusci- dance with the scriptures, that he was buried that he
tation. There is.certainly no iddication that the discioles was raised on the third di_y .. that he appeared to ,.
plotted the resuscitation of a "dead" Jesus. His risen Cephas, then to the twelve."Then he appeared•to mole
body was somehow different from His.former earthly than five hundred brethrenat one time:,most of whom
body. Eventhough the scars of the Crucifixion could be are still•alive.... Last ofall; as toone untimely born, he
seen. His close friends did not recognize Him at first. It's appeared also to.me" (1 Cor. 15:3-6_8, RSV).
true that He ate with them and talked with them. but He -Fromtins we see that Paulregaraeo his own encoun-

ter with Christ on the DamascusRoad to beas ,_alidasalso came and went in a strange fashlon_--through
closed doors and"solid walls• Before, His day.to-day. Christ's earlier appearances to the disciples.., an ap-
bodily• reactions had seemed just like theirs, but now pearance that, of course was nonphysical. - . HArmstrongRoberts
there was a strange and frightening difference. The When that Stranger on the beach during those early . . . .
apostle Paul seemed to catch a hin[of the meaning of morning i_ourstold the fishermen to throw the net on
this strange difference when he Wrotethat "flesh and theother side of the boaL ihey followed His instruction•
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the The results we_'eunbelievable--the' nets were loaded but not destroyed. Man can be destroyed but not de- to hear a friend'svoice,to march to a different drummer."
perishable inherit the_imperishable''(1 Cor..15:50,RSV). almost to the break ng point with wiggling and flopping leated." " " How true. But so often the distractions bleed off our

The resurrection of Jesus was not a mental hallu- fish A.sthe weary fishermen Iookedon inamazement, - When we receivea fresh insight, when for a moment " sensitivity to the Easter season. We become preoccu-
cination. While there is much that ism ssing from our one of them said to Pete_"It is the Lord!" we knowwe are forgiven,when a new idea eursts from pied with other things--right aria'good things--our- nowhere into our consciousness_when our hearts'turn day-to-dayroutines, music art church work, club activ-

. understanding of the details of the•death end burial of . Easter Is Discernment over _,ndthe wheels of hope start spinning again--it is ities, our own gooo times.., and we have failed once
Jesus, we know that His,family and His disciples were

• Easter-isdiscernmentof the risenCl_ristin the events, the Lord! Easter _ discernment of the extraordinary in againto participatepersonally and intimately in the deep
- i_eartbroken and depressed, and that those who re-

movedHis-broken body from the Cross wereconvinced of our time and in me relationships Of our lives. When: the ordinary_the apprehension, as Eliot wrote, of "the meaningof Easte_
. . of His death.-Weknow. too,.that after the climactic event ike the disciples, the nets'of our lives are empty• and point of intersection of the t_meess wth t me.. Another friendrolledaside the curtainsof her deepest

of Easter morning their gloom.was dispelled and they then suddenly begin to fill up w th new meaning--it is A friend shared this thought with me during the Len- feelings w_th.this moving story of insight received
were changed people: No longer were they frightened the Lord! Whenwe're preoccupiedwith failureor defeat, ten season a few years ago: "Tome, Lent is a reminder through what I like to think comes from a unique and
and cowering--now there was'a boldness aria a con- and it begins to aawnon us that nothing is final, that that the fullness of time precedes the pursuit of hap- . oenetratmg awarenessof the fact of Easter. "Tenyears
fidehce about them not unlike that of Jesus; Something _here'sanotherchance,a door Openingout of the wall-- p_ness..Therecurring cycle of the Lenten drama _sa ago I receiveoa scrawled, almost illegible letter from an
dramatic happened that changed the lives of those [t is the Lord! Ernest Hemingway worded it well in an remindei"that.we all get second chances in our li_es-- old .lady known only to methisaS_oem:mYCalifornia .grand-. " " e
disciples--the Resurrectionwas a.happening,an event, affirmeron thal works both ways: Man can b (:lefeated' . chances'to catchan insight, to subdue a t_mperament, mother.The letter..contained
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"Father Time is telling me every day. soileddiaper on the other. Her first words were.-"Why " -
The home I five in is wearing a_vay, don't you call on me sometime?" Youcould say a was a
The building is old and for the days that remain, discernment situation for me. I don't re(:allsaying, "It us . .
ToSeek to repair it would be quite in vain.. ' • the Lord." but at that moment I understood exactly how "
So I'm getting t'eady to move." she must feel. Unfs}'tunately,I never seem to learn, but -.. .....

' need to be constantly reminded that I haveneglected or .
My friend continued, "One day soon afterwards I dis- have been insensitive to the people who are closest to

covered.that my grandmother 'hadmoved: when I're- me in m_family and at work. It seems that we can b'_so
. ceived all the letters and photos I had sent her over the involvedearning•money,getting ahead, doing our duty,

years. They were carefully arranged in a red leather keeping the house,spotless, el saving the world while
case with handwritten instructions_on the outside..to our own personal rel.ationshipsdisintegrate._
send the contents to me. That afternoon I sat down to" A friend of mine showed me a letter from his son. a . -

. go ihrougt] the many piece_which were in the package: collegesophomore,which began, _BelovedFather."The . .
birthday gr,eetingssketched•inthe erratic hand Pf a five-, letter was made',up entirely'of a marvelous, watty,and . . . . . .-

year-old; crayoned hearts for Vaentine's Day mY first affectionate journey through his current thoughts, esca- _t_lb_,_,_i, _,_ '_

school picture: long letters of a 13;year-old which _paclesand hopes. As I read the letter, I reflected on how • .
oouredout feelingsand problems too private for anyone thisrathermust havedone a lot of right th ngs to havea . .

•_ c_oserto home. son who felt free.to share.his life in such a natural way:

"As Iooked'abmy life through her eyes ,t was an And then l thougnt of sons and daugnters who seldom _l__-_llm- Ib_ll__l_._li

•eerie, solemnmomebt. Beyond the sadness of her wnte their,oarents, and when they do..the letters are

deatnandthenostalgiaofmyownmemories, suddenly notn,ngmoretnanperfunctorynotes. Wbatatragedyit _ _ __l_ll_

realized that in preparation for her leave-taking my -_s for whatever reason, when.sons and daughters are - - . .
grandmothei"had.arranged to send nerpart of my life unable to share their lives with their parents!
_ackto me:she was g_wngPackto me all that she loved What a liberatingexperience it is at the Easter season

about me--only betterb ecause she Wasnow part'ofit, to be able to celebrate our discernments a' we-remem- __.-%_11%1_llll_ --

As I s t now pondering these things, I realize anew how ber those times when we havecried out of the deepest- - . .
she had left me alone to giye witness.to what we had , sadness or the greaiest Icy, "It is the Lord!....
once stiai'edtogether. I am a witness for her.for myse!!,
for our friendship.And I know tllat n some inexplicable • . . . "
way, marked by the deepest sadness, the greatest oy,. . - Easter Is.Commitment . " . . . ..... -
and a bundle of old letters, I have been made a new Easter _scommitment to feed the'Lord's sheep--the

_. " person through the gift I received from her." Lord's people--all 'of. Hi_ sheei_;the black sheep, the ....
Easter'is the time to celebrate our discernments, to sheep in wolves' clothing . every.last, lost, and least " "oneof His-hurnanflock. Discernment of the nsen Lord is - " . • . "

remember those time_;when we cried out of the deep- - --
est sadness or the greatest joy, "It is:the Lord!" authenticated by our commitment tc feed His hungry - -....sheep-:--to.serveand relate to His people.All around us .- • : ...

Severalyears ago 1attended a seminar on creativity are lonely and alienated peop e who are looking at us
with a group of friends, It was a fascinating time of ..and asking, "Do you love me?" even as Jesus did three " ; ' :" ' by Joseph•Coleson
exploring our own individual creativity, how it is stifled tLmes of Peter.Therl you'will recanthat Peter answered... . .
and released. In the worship:service on the last day "Lord You know I love You." and Jesus responded, • - Professorof Old Testament •
people shared the.insights that had •cometo them dur- "Feed My sheep". ' " " " " i " .. WesternEvangelicalSeminaryPortland,Ore.
_ngthe weekend. One woman shared a simple but sng- In his playA Delicate Balance. Edward AIbee probes " •-
nificant discovery.Though she didn't say so, I think she the rights and responsibilities of friendship. On a Friday . -
had been suffering from an overdoseof the."•feminist nightC--GoodFriday---Harry and Edna goto the home - The Book of Judges has always fascinated readers nnterestin her history'was strong This means that their
.mystique"--that is. the feeling that every woman must of their dearest friends. Tubas a_ndAgnes. Harry and II partly because of .its portrayal ofhuman heroism, onuycanonical antecedents were the five books of.the
havea "career" andspend at least five nights a week at Edna have had a strange and te_'rifyingexperience of andcolossal human failure.But more than that. its inter_ Pentateuch,the Torah.We must not, therefore, attempt
meetings and be twi(_eas smart as her husband. But as emptiness, of dreadful Iostness such as comes to chil- " est and importance stem from the .fact that this is a to make the Bo0k.of Judges say what it does not intend
a result of oui" time together she said with great relief dren in the dark n desperation they havecome to the direct interventionsnna crucial period of to say. We may not import into any tekt & theological
andgratitude, "In tl_esedays I'vecome to realizethat my homeof their friends.., to.stay.., to move in, .. to live Israel's history and thus of salvation history. - stance or understanding that we have derived from a" - later text. We may show how God has later-revealedvocation now is to be a wile'and mother." Then she with them.
hesitated, looked at-her husband, and:said, "No, John's After Agnes has taken them to the gIJest room, she Preliminary Hermeneutical Mattm;s• :more on a given subject, but we must remember two
wife..• : tellsTobiasthat their friends are ill--victims of a deadly " "

: it was a beautiful affirmation of her husband, their plague--that neither•of them is immune, and that it is The normal hermeneutical considerations which are things if we do. First. we must not try to make the earlier
m_rriage, her own vocation. And it was a recognition of quite possible the delicate balance of their family ire to the exposition of.any biblical text include doesteXtposseSS.not,Second(heantaterexplanationthe°l°g[Calofcontentthelateriftheologicallnfact it- location of the text in its canonicaL:historical,geograph- understanding is not an exposition of the earlier text.
the fact that thereis no art so demanding of creativity may I_edestroyed, " :-
and imaginationas the art of loving a child ahusbandor Tobias i;eplies, "What am I,supposed to do? Say: ical, literary,and theoogical contexts. As _hestandard Another _mportant canonical consideration arisesfrom the arrangementof these books in the Hebrew
wife friend, eolleaglJe,parent. It seems to me that we 'Look, you can't stay here. you've got tro[Jbe. you are tools g ve ampleguidance, we will discuss hereonlytwo
talk a lot about brotherhood, as we must and should, friends, but you've got to be clean to stay here.'Well. I _mportantpoints. Bible:The Hebi'ew Bible I_asthree major divisions: To-
but I also believewe should talk more about friendhood, Can't do that. No, Agnes, if that's all Harry'and Edna Cananioal Contex_ - rah,Prophets, and (Sacred)Writings, Within the divisiOn
wifehood, and husbandhood, meanto us, therl'what about Us?When we touch; when The Book of Uudges forms a natural sequel to the of_theProphets, there are two subdivisions, the Former

Years ago I.came home late for dinner one evening wepromise; when we say yes, but.only if.., if there's Book of Joshua. It describes the process of•settlement Prophetsand the Latter Prophets.The FormerProphets
after beingengag_'dal afternoon ca ng on membersof any condition, Agnes, then it s all been_mp y, - made possible by the military successes of Joshua. consist of Joshua, Judges, Samuel,and Kings.The Lat_
my corlgregation,.'lwas met at the door by my w re, hair ' SaturdayHarry and Edna stay in their room. Through- Both books probably received their final form in the terProphets are Isaiah,Jeremiah.Ezekiel,and the Book
standing ohend. a screaming baby in one.arm, ancla out the clayand ate into,the night Tobiasagonizes'over reugnof David or Soomon, Israe's Golden Age. when of the Twelve(Minor Prophets).

(Continuedon page61)
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The significanceof this arrangement lies in the inclu- course.-in the stories of Judgesthat point ishardly ever "Go andcry out to the gods which you havechosen: let was penned.They (andothers of the judges) ha_/ebeen
sion within the category of propheticwriting; four (or six) ekplicit. 3-hestories are themselves illustrations of the them deliver you in the time of yourdistress" (NASB). admired for the courage to act on God's assurances _n
books that we havenormally classified as history. Now. : point, which _sthe theme of the book. namely. Israel's But the White heat of His anger_serves also to accen- the face of overwhelmingodds.They defin_ for us, and
of course, it is history; this hasbeen called the.world's continual apostasy and.God's dealingwith her concern- tuate the depth of His mercy for we.are told only.two again _na way no mere descriptive'sentence can, what

. first history writing. But it is prophecy also in ancient ing it. Of course, we need to make applicatior_,and the. verses later that when Israelbegan to serve Him again, faith is.
Israel'_understanding of the term. and should be.inours application isobvious. We. too, .must be vigilant against -
as weli, Prophecy is not just foretelling the future. It is apostasy. "He could I_eartile misery of Israel no longer" (NASB). Howeve_the other side of the coin is also instructive.

- Merely to-structure a descriptive.sentence {"God was _Many of these people who acted in faith also acted in
declaring the,whole counsel of God for the here and - But i_ not this, too. shallow moralizing? Yes of very ahgry with Israel.but when they.repented, He had doubt anduncertainty.Barak would not go without Deb-
now; this th'eFormer Prophets do along With the Latter course, by, itself itis. But we must go further, much mercy upon them"), though it relays the_same informa- orah. yet in the end he went. Gldeon would not go
Prophets. • further.We must so im'merse.ourselvesin the dilemmas tion much more briefly, is to demonstrate its inferiority without thrice testing God,.yet in the end he went. Jeph-
Literary FcJrm andchallenges these heroes of the faithconfronted that as a meansof givingus insight into God's Character. thah would not go Without making a rash and totallywe can-feel with them their weaknesses and their -

The sedpnd preliminaryconsideration arises from the strengths, Icle.ntlfywith their emotions and their thinking The stories of Judges also demonstrate for us that ' unnecessary vow, yet in the end he went. God prefers
literary form in which the greater part of,the Book of God is the God of history. Sometimes He initiated the unadulterated faith, and their doubtings cost each ofon the issuesthey.faced. Thenwe will begin to see that
Judges is cast. Mpst of the book is written in episodic they were not so different from us-after all. While the action directly as. when He.appeared to Gideon,and thesesomething. But ifone has no strong faith. God
narrative prose. It consists of selected episodes in the. historical, cultural, and geographical conditions were .,instructedhim on nearly every phase of the campaign accepts.the weak faith of which he/she is possessed
careers of some of the judges. There is a minimum of vastly different, most of tl_e issues they faced can be against Midian. Sometimes He used an intermediary,as and honors it. Each of these was also used of God to
transitional materialand theologicaleditorializing¢n the stated in exactly the same words we' use to state the Deborah the prophetess. Sometimes He worked effect a m_ghtydeliverance of,His people,
part of. the author. For the most, part, he.allows the thi'oLighpeople andevents in a'less direct manner,as in
Storiesthemselves to make the points thathe Considers issues that confront us. : the campatgn against Moab initiated by Ehud's assas-. God's Use of HurhanLeadership
important. ".... _- . .... sinatiorl of Eglon.But in every situation God was awa.re Goddoes intervenedirectly.inthe affairs of men. Nev-

This means, then. that to preadl from the Book of Homiletical Themes- beforehand of all the details.Hewas directing and inter- ertheless, even though He may be acting at the same
Judges is to.preach incidents or episodes in the lives of What are some of the issues with which the Book of venmg: and He was overruling the intentions both of time independently of them. God most often raises up
individual judges.. Many of us have enjoyed preaching Judges deals? While.asignificant number of issues are I_iael and her oppressors.. • human leaders thrOugh which to accomplish His pur-
biblicalstories;we havenot always done it well. How is raised directly or.indirectly; .a few can be considered
it to be.done? . . . -major themesof the book. God's.Larger Historical Purpose poses.

The two precedingconsiderationshelp us to notice The leaders depicted in theBook'of Judges were
One oughtnot to answerfloatquestionbypreaching Fidelity and Infidelityto the Covenant

typologically.An exegesisbased intypologyistoo shat- that the Bookof Judgeshasits contributionto make to fromdiversebackgrounds,sociallyas wellasgeograph-
The Book of Joshua'describesthe two majormilitary the assessmentthat God has a larger purpose.in his- _ ically.,Shamgar'ssurnamesuggests that he may have

low.andit issubjectto virtuallynocontrol. Havingmade
the point!.,forexample,that Gideon'sde.liyeranceof Is- campaignsunderJoshua,which brokethe back of Ca- tory. HistoricalrecoUectionis an important elementof had a non-Israeliteheritage,at least throughpart of .his-
tael.from.M_ian_tedominationis a type of Christ'sdeliv- naanite resistanceto the incomingIsraelitetribes and the Song.of Deborah celebratingSisera'sdefeat (Jud. an(;estry.Gideonwas the son of a prosperousland-

erance of mankind from sin'sdomination,one has ex_ allowed them to begin the settlement process. The 5:4-5),and in Gideon'sdiscussionwith God _nwhichhe owner.Jephthahhad bee'ndisinheritedas illegitimate.by. his brothers,andwas captainofa bandof brigands:The
hausted the egitimate typological possibilitiesof the Book of Judges describes someof the settlement pro- was-commissioned tolead Israel againstMidian. two things they allhad in common was their faith in God.

i Gideon s!ory. Any further remarks on the efficacy,ot cess From a histor Cal.perspective this was a slow Most peopleare a_Nareof the a0thor's assessment of however imperfect, and their abil!ty to lead people how-
* Christ'Sv_orkmust be based on other texts. But a ser- gaining of strength by Israel. who'settled at first in the

- uninhabitecJor sparsely inhabited areas of the central the last two episodes that he related. The theft of Mi- ever tentatively,exercised. Both these characieristics
men whose points are based on other texts Jsnot a mountain range OftGatilee,Samaria, and Judah, and in cah's idoland the rape/murder of the Levite's concubine sprang from their conviction that God had singled them
sermon from Judges about Gideon, are offered as quintessentialiltustratiorisof the anarchy out for the performanceof a definite task. God called.the Negev.But the Book of Judges explains it primarily

If onedoes try to e_tend the'analogy into allegory, from the theologicalperspective of the.bovenarit God of the period. But it is the author's uhderstandingof why encouraged..,and.enabled these.: leaders, inspiteof their
he/she soon finds the train running too fast to jump off. had made with IsraeL-. such crimes were even possiblethat.isof interest here. own deflcqencJesand the magndudeofthe tasks He set
If one fidds some parallelbetween the swords, lamps, Looking back on the period from hisown perspectiveas" them. " "
and pitchersel Gideon's band and aspects of Christ's ThecovenantGodmade with Israelat Sinaiis familiar " u a citizenof the United Monarchy,'heunderstoodthat it
work, where is-theparallelin Christwith Gideon's fleece as a dominating motif of the Old Testament.Deuteron- was because there was no king in Israel (Judg. 17:6; Though other themes, could be adduced, these are
put out in-doubt, or with his many wives and con- omy 28 is the mostexplicit expression of the blessings 16:1; 19:1: 21:25). Thus, there was a recognition that perhaps the majorones. They are also illustrativeof the
cubines? If one has found theformer, who is to say that for observing the covenant and curses for violatingit..In. God's. pHrposes extended into the future as well as " effort that mustbe madein the study beforea text from
he/she ou"ghtnot.to look for the latter? For that matter, the Book. of Judges. chapters 2 and 10 are explicit continuing from the past, The past and the future as- Judges can be taken.into the.pulpit. We dare not offer
wouldnot Hammurabi'serecting of a defensivewall out- editorial discourse setting forth the author's thesis that pects of God's sawng activity justify the.very record ng warmed-over moral platitudes, with pale one-dimen-
side. Babylon against the nomads of his day be an the oppressions Israel-endured were the fulfillment Of "of the history that is the Book of Judges. The covenant sional characterizations of.3.01DO-year-oldmen as "ex-
equally valid type of Christ's work, on this procedure? these curses because she had violated the covenant, - with Israel at Sinai. whose breach is so vividly depicted amples" of what or Whatnot to do.
Many of, the elements inGideon's story are present in The clearest statementoccurs in'2:20-22; God begins " in Judges, is just a part of a larger Promise:Fulfillment
Hammurabl's as well. :Ridiculous, you say? No more His indictment. "Because this nation has transgressed theme that begins in Genesis 3 and continues through But these texts can be preached. if wewill take the. trouble.Their issues are our _ssues.if we can only help
thansome.ofthe example_we readfrom certainchurch. My covenant...'.' (NASB).Almostall therestof the book toRevelation22.
fathersof the Alexandrianschool.The. mpossbilityof. isillustrationafter illustrationof thischarge,Thevarious_ Anotheraspectof God's largerpurposa_in history.is our peopleto recognizethem. If we can, these,textswill "- oppressions by foreign powers are thus explained as. . speak a powerful Word to our condition. John Bright
control isthe key here, God's just punishmentof Israel for her transgression of His Useof,the surrounding nations. He explil_itlystated writes of the.Old Tesiament word addressing itself tO "

Another pitfall is shallow moralizing. It is true that the. the sacred compact, that His purpose in le_ivihgsome of the Canaaniteswas the "B C-ness".which s st very much a part of each of
Old Testament saints are examples for us, Tile New to test Ist:ael(Judg. 2:21-23). Then in each case of for- us._Topreach God's Word. and not our own, from the
Testamentitself plainly says so (Heb. 11:39--12:1).' Yet God's Character eign oppression, the author took care to point out that it Book of Judges costs in time and in labor.The re_ards.

if all we can say is, "Gideon teaches us not to try to Wecan learn much about the nature of G0dfrom the was God'sdoing. Thus by'statement of intention and by for both preacher and congregatiori, moi'e,'ti3anjustify
fleece God." or "Don't be like Samson, a slave to your . Book of Judges. It is one Of the strengthsof the story UlListratiOnthe author demonstrated that Goal's sov- the cost. . t"
physical appetites," we have not expounded the text. form that it can convey character much more forcefully, ereignty?s not limited to Israel but extends over all ha-
We havewasted our people's time. than can mere description Thus, God's jealous anger lions, Note

1, JohnBr_nr. TheAuthontyoltheOMTestament(Nashville:AbtngdonPress.

How. then. ought we to preach these story texts? overHispeople'sinfidelityburns through the pagewhen Faithand Uncertainty _9_7_,p.201.InadditiontoBright.WalterC.K_ser,J_.TowardanExegeticbl
First.we must be careful to discqve[ and disclosethe we read the dialog betweenGod and Israelin chapter T/_y(Grand Ral_ds:Ba_erBookHouse,1981);sndKaise_TheOldTesta-
;)ointthat the author of the passageiS (:onveying.Of 10. God'sr.epCyto theirdistressculminates in verse.14, Deboi'ah.Gideon andhis band of 300. and.Samson mentinContemporaryPreactting(Grandl_al_ids:BakereOOkHouse.1973),are

" havebeencitedas examplesof faith sinceHebrews 11 ._so_pf,_.
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OGRAPHICAL 'BI ......
ON :: • :EXPOSITI ' : of preaching he never preached from the Otd Testa- cludes with the family tree of David, Since the obser-m i' ' ment. This• in spite of the fact that 77 percent of , vatlon at the close'of the story makes Ruth an ances-

God's total revelationis found in the Old Testament-- tress of David, there is a certain connection with 1 I,
- - - an area that has some of.the richest sources fQr Samuel,but that _san extra.

" " ' preachingthat a paster w f nd anywhere. As Walter Since the author has not spelled out what his point
.... " " . ' .:. " " Kaiser concluded: is, the work remains open:to us so thatwe m_ghtdis-

Bible Characters ' .... "....." All sorts of "shortcuts and Innovatl.veideas are cover what the _tory zssaying•The ambiguity presents

How to Preach • " - .. through the story.on being Introduced as substitutes for the.proclamation: an opportunity to see what themes are running
" ' "- of the Word of God. Thesesubstitutes include.. R.M. Hals, studying thereferedces made to God in

" -- transactional therapy,fellowship groups, what.do
.... - by. Oscar 'E Reed " ' you think (pooled'ignSiance), Bible study groups, Ruth. suggests that the story is told to depict the

PFotessor'ofPreaching. . topicalseminars,,and just plain Chdstian entertain- providences of God in the smallest matters of life, t)ut
" " " " NazareneTheological'Seminary ment in music, films, and vadety programs• :.. The that His activity is usually hidden from humansight.. " . - .. Others.have suggested that the narratweintends to

. . . - • _ formula of the Reformation epitomized in 1 Thess. snow that in spite of obstacles, th_se whom God pro-

Ready to try a different way of.communicating in aer to evoke and increase my own; ,_nyperson who- 1:5still holds:"me Word of God..plus the convicting
the.power tects fare well. • - -

, see the book encouraging tolerance and acceptancepreachirig?This is not the only way, but it is one- .. awakens in me the sense of having already work of the.Holy Spirit equals dynamite,
§uggestionthat mtght improve the sterile patterns of a • 'knoWn:any persotl who can bring to our heavy of God and.full conviction of men and women.S The most popular interpretation 0f Ruth today is to

" " " business the delights of wit and humor and the pa- " My point is that the exegete must first come to - of aliens. A pamphlet published in the 1930s called itlot of preaching.
• We.must admit•thata great many•of us are Greek thos of,personal investment; that person is always "An Idyllof Internationa_Friendship" They assume,
rather'than Hebrew.in our understanding of sermon welcome in my cottage, even if hispresence is a terms with the biblicalauthor. Granted. he brings t_r_,
preparation.As Eugene L Lowry in .TheHomiletical judgment on my own dull effortsP . •. self to•the task as weUas his ecclesiastical context then a postexilic date whichargues against the exclu-. . and the interest of his hearers;but _nthe en_ he must siveness of Ezra and Nehemah who fought against

• Plot observes, we need to transform our "intuitions A preacher can do that if he seeks to discover the discover the author's intentions, words, and under- mixed marnages. ":Theysay this author wants to re-
into articiJlateform." In order to accomplish this task. enduring spiritual, doctrinal, ethical, and moral truths standing in his"culture before he can move from the mlnd the stricl Jews of his community that even David
we must lay as de--"at least temporarily---_manyof. in a way that thelhearer.will sitcontextually in the "then" to the _'now"in the use of biblical narrative• himself hadaMoabite ancestress and by making her
the cherished norms about.sermon anatomy."_ For ex: scriptural setting as though he were there..That sense "Whenone begins to tell a biblical story, then, he has the heroine of his story to make an appeal.for the ac-
ample,we assume we must state our text. divide the of immediacy in preaching takes planning, study, skill, a respons b ty to do his homework. Narrativeis al- ceptance of outsiders into theJewish community."6" " ' " ' n
sermon'into explicit burdens, an(] be sure that it is log- imagination,and prayer.But you can do it! ways given in the Bible for a purpose wlthtn the co -. Certainly,there is a surprising tolerance of foreign-
cal progressiye, and coherent. We havebeen taught .... text of the passage or book of which it is a part. The ers in the story, and perhaps this could be a motif for
the.science of preaching as though we were,a bunch - The Abuse of Narrative . " preacher must use the instruments of hermeneutics to -tne story. However.many scholars believe Ruth was
of "architectural engineers." " ' . .Examplesof c_)nfusedand subjective exegesis are understand a passage "then" and to draw.viable mate- written earlier than the postexilic period--and if so,

Haveyou ever thought that preaching after all, is _".-..only too common. Walter C. Kaiser,Jr.. tells of a ser,; rial for "now." He will recognize:thehistorical tradition one must accommodate his understandingtOthe pe-
te/linga story--the most wonderful story ever.told? If .mon frd'/n2 Kings 4:1-7--a story 01a widow who _tas. from which it arises, the form of literature it repre- riod from which the story occurs. Nevertheless. the
the Bible is the telling of a story, richin narrative, not.able to meet her bills.The creditor threatened to seres,'the author's arrangement and selection of ms- heroineof the story is a Moabite and smashes any
metaph0r/simile, poetry and biography,lshould not our take her two sons as slaves•Elisha nstructed her to terials: the theolog col affirmations drawn from the nar- Chauvinisticattitudes grounded in national or racial
preaching reflect the literature we preach from? And in borrow vessels fiom her neighb()rsand pour from the, rat_,e and the possible applications he can " pride, and there are times when a congregationneeds .- • to hear that truth.
particular,does narrative say anything to us about a one ]ar of.oil until all were fiited. The text records the " legit mate _,draw.from the story. .
way of preaching that will speak to those who have miracle of the Lord's providential hand through the in- " Such a procedure doesnote)(clude imagination, hu- Another major theme is hesed, one of the key -
heard the gospel every Sunday for years? • - strumentality of the propl_et, mor, illustration,and application which can bring the words of the Old Testament,which we render,with a

Now understand, I am not speaking about just tell- Now, the preacher stressed the point that we being " biblical story to its contemporary setting. But neither good deal of liberty, as "loving-kindness,"?steadfast
" does the useof such ever divorce the message from " ' love," "loyalty,"and "covenant love." It is what Ruthing a story! Nothing can be more discou[aging and de- empty,of se f.are na condition to be filled with the

featin than for contemporary hearers to listen to the _4,-, ,, _nlrit czlnP_',-,__ _t,,,_,_ _ _mbol Of_he_4_v its.authentic giblical understanding• and Orpah showed to Naomiand their dead husbands
g " • " - .... _ ' - .... " .... 1nar , ,,,,__',-'--- ............... -'_ _ _ " -_" (1:8). It is hesed that Boaz showed to Ruth in favoringbare recounting Oran U o lesTam_[.}tu__u=_= - - • e,., _4

• " o "_"'" " her among the gleaners (2:20). It is what Ruth showedrative. Ths k nd of preaching mere y str rigs events t -.' After the service, one parishioner was heard to say, .The Story'of Ruth
gether.It does not attempt._0 come to terms with truth "Humph, the speaker never finished his text, for the Supposing wewish to preach'from the short story to Boaz, choosing an older rather than a younger man
and is a poor excuse,for expository preaching._ As woman was tot_ in verse7 to go out and se the Holy of Ruth an(] Naomi. Its setting is in Bethlehem---the (3:10):The story may be read as a message about the
Fred W. Craddoqk says, " - " . Spirit and PaYhel"debts." Such a subjective use of story isabout the fortunes of tWOpoor widOWS.It is triumphs of hesed overall obstacles, and this may be

Any person who can.bring lively new ways of narrative is spiritualizing a passage beyond the param- one of the masterpieces of storytelling,revealing how a good theme to en oin to the.narrative.
thinking and speaking to a church grown cynical eters of the text• the daily events of birth, marriage, and death can be-
about its own lectern and pulpit; any person who The Early Church was famous for its spiritual site- come the mat_ria_from which great literatureis form_- A Sermon on Ruth .
can move in on our vagueand.sterile concepts,with gonzing, but unfortunately some were more con- lated.The writer is ambiguous, for he tells the story Whileone must use his imagination in the tellin£ of

.a languageof imaginative elasticity; any person who cerned about the "blessing" than they were about the witho_Jt]nterpretation.The Daniel and Joseph sagas, the idyllicstory of Ruth;.Naomi,and Boa_', there are
can offer an alternative to the predictabiy,dull pat- exegesB: and I'm afraid that some modern evangelical made their point, but the _tory Of Ruth is told and left. " certain insights that will help: For one th]rig, what Paul

• - tems of studying, speaking, and listening beyond preache#sfall.into the.same trap. There are several theqries why, out the Bible is not says about agap# in 1 Corinthians 13 is much of what
which few of us have ventured;any person who has Noarea is more vulnerable than the Old Testament, explicit concerningthese,, the Old Testament means I_yhesed, part culady 1 Cor, .

the grace to restrain the display of knowledge in or- One of my pa.stor-studentsadmitted that in six.years The story isset in the time of the Judges and con- 13:7, "Love bears all things, believesa th rigs, hopes•
11
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all thingsl endures all thingsN (asv)* This theme can DEBORA H _ " ' • "

runthroughthe story.. " Preparing to Preach from Judges 4.1m5:31
Again, the preacher may.want to become one of the. ------ ........ ; .....

characters. Hecould become Ruth, Naomi,or Boaz - " " - "
telling the story as they saw it." . . "

Another wayis to tell the storyas a conversation. AND judges. The general theme.of this area is noted in the religious v,ctory song closely paralletieg,a thanks-taking advantage of your understanding of.the cus- cycles'or steps indicatingfhe relationshipbetween God giving psalm,s "
toms. the laws, and, most of all. the pathos that enters _ and the'people.These important steps are _ "
the narrative. . . : In analyzing and comparing the text, some obvious

Certainly, the preacher will ignore those items of the ,_ I i_,__llm_L A i,N.!" UA_i_A_I_ _1. As long as Joshua and his generation,lived, the differencesar, noted:sometextualedticalprob,emsare
story which th_ author does not tell us, such as what " . people remainedfaithful to God (2:7), present, thougn no sedous ones• Dueto the twofold
really happened that night at the.threshing floor. . . 2. The people forgot God and displeased_Himby thrust of the•unit,one must make working compansons"

Irl conclusion, the preacher can show Ruth as one . _.servingother gods (2:10:12). _ betweeh translation inchapter 4. as well asdifferences
of the great examples of love that Paul later exhibits in " 3 God abandonee the people to surrounding ene- between•the proseaccount of chapter 4 and the poetic

1Corinthians13.1tisagmatstory, ofself-givinglove FOR TIMES " mies (2:1,4-15). account of chapter 5 There are a number of rhinor
whichcomes from God and which is known in Jesus. 4. Gdd provtdeddeliverers who are termed "judges" textual matters that were compared V_ithvariants such
It is a love of "otherregard".which we see in oarents, who, by their spiritual characterand-zealouslead; as 4:4, _'thewife of Lappidoth" (JB). This can be trans-
good friends, and neighbors. "It is the kind of love ership brought the people back to the worship of lated from the Helsrew"a woman of Lappidoth." The

E THESE the trueGod {2:16-18).whichkeeps the worldgoing."' LIE e_ding of the word is not commonlyfound in the name
The story, n analogy,'can be used as a call to hall- . .. 5.1When they had no judges to lead them, they went of a man. Therefore some understand it as the nameof

ness, or certainly thespirit of holiness. " • - - " into backsliding and once again followed other a place.6Other textual rfiatters involveuncertainty as to
The narrative is one of the best and most subtle gods.. (2:19)._ " the exact meaning of the Hebrew word. Probably the

ways of preaching doctrine. Structured preaching on _. The account of Deborahand Barak is usuallygivenas most serious textual difference is in 4:8, where.the JB
doctrine s not as we rece ved today as telling "the byC. E. Baldwin the, fourth in this series, but the study of.the context adds.the words "for I do not.know how to choOsethe
story"in a new and exciting manner.Narrative is one .. reveals a problem; Shamgar is isted in 3:31 but the - day whenthe angel of Yahwehwilt grant me success,"
way of doing it. - . Professorof B[ble.NazareneBib]eCoJJege ._ opening of the Deborahand Barak section connects. This comes from the Septuagint iLXX). This addition

Eugene Lowry has suggested that the preacher fol- ColoradoSprings " With Ehud in 3:30. after an 80-year period Of rest. It is suggests that Barak was cer:tainof a divine call but did
low five stages in developing a sermon sequence, His ..... quite possible.that Shamgar._asa minor,judge, is to be '.notknow theexact timff to attack. Hedesired Deborah's
discussion is well worth reading and following in cer- " •
tain kinds of preaching--certainly narrative. He pro- l=he'Distressing Daysof. the Judges, the titleof-Leon placed elsewhere in the text. This. therefore, would presenceto inform him when to strike {cf. 4:14).7 .make.the .Deborahpassage reflect the third major op- A more interest=ngcritical concern isthe comparison
poses five basic sequential stages irr the sermonic I .Woods book. issuggestiveof _ rich field of biblical pression agair_stIsrael.2 of the poetic sorlgof Deborah(ci3apter5) with the prose
process.. I_reaching.In preechir_gone's w,_ythrough Judges, the. This reading process now focuses upon the actu_.t, account (chapter _t).The song follows the general pat-

1. Upsetting the equilibrium (oopst). Interest is first . first major step of exegesis =sto: .- ., Workingsection. Careful comparison,-without working tern of the narrative,b_t thereare differences.The mare
established by a "psychological stage of ambigu_ " " MeaningfuIpassage of Scripture through the actual Hebrew text, leads to the conclusion differences are in omission of names suchas Jabinand "
ity"--in which some kind of conflicto_ tensi0n'is intro- Select a •that the_Jerusalem Bible _robabty contains the best Tabor:theaddition of namesof other tribesof Israel;ana

The entire paraae,of the Judges. of course; comes translation of this material,Itis used here for all further the difference in the way Sisera died..Since this song is
duced. " " withint'he framework of the'Histortcal Books. or better older thanthe narrative,some allowancemust be made2. Analyzing ihe discrepancy (ugh!).We are asking exegests.
Why? Diagnosis is.cent_'altO the homiletical task. th_ Deuteronomic History of the Old Testament. It1se- During the reading.thepassage maybe surveyed and for obvious expansions or omissions. The differences

ries preaching on the characters and events inJudges,3. Disclosing the clue to resolution (aha!).The outlined to gaina working knowledgeof its content and do not makeany significantchange in the overallmean-
"overarchingpurpose" of analysis (step2) is to arrive , the next consecutive cycle and person isthe obvious basic meaning. A detailed content outline of the entire ing of the passage? "
at the explanatory Why.Where is the e;_planation? _ choice.This study involvesthe Deborah and Barak ma_ unit may also be profitable. This enablesone to see the

4. Experiencing thegospel(whee!). Now that the tedal in Judg. 4:1-24 andThe Song of Deborah,5:1-31 broader outlines of structure and to better perceivethe The Function of the Passage
clue to resolution has been disclosed, the conte_t is The limitsof this passageare Clearlyset and obvious in interrelationships and movement Of the main units. 3he complete unitOfchapters 4 and 5 functionsas a
ripe for experiei3cingthe.gospel (and not before!), achangeof time.oppressors, and persons. At the open- After reading, establishinga working passage, and link or step in thechronological progression of the his-

5..Anticipating the consequences (yeah!).What. ing,.ci_apter3 closes witl_verse 31, "And he too deliv-, outlining,the next step is to deal with: tory of the judges. Probably the greater function is the-
then. am I to do about this? ered Israel" (RSV).Verse 1 of chapter 4 is clearly-trans,- . presentation Of another of the "mighty acts of God" to

tional in the words. "And the people of Israelagain did Literaryand Critical.Concerns highlightHis power and to ascribe glory and honor to
Suchanapproachtopreaching "the story" takes whatwas evilin the sightof the Lord. after Ehud died" This passage(chapters4--5). is composedof two Him:

the sermon away from pure structuring and places the (RSV).At the close, the entire movementends in 5:31. separateaccounts of th_,sameevent--the defeat of the . " ."
emphasison development.Why don't you try it s0m_-' "And the land had rest for forty years" (RSV). Canaanite powers underthe leadershipof Deborahand The Theological Affirmations
time?Youmay find your people more interested and With thebroaderlimitsof a working passagechosen, Barak. Chapter4 is narrativewhile chapter-5 ispoetry._ The various paragraph units (pericopae)and"single.
Challengedby this kind of preachingthan by your. _r"the next.step is: Within the narrative or.prose section: thereare literary texts of this sectioncontains principles that give author-

features involvingspeaking, commands, declarations, ity to proclaimdivinetruth.
usual"threepointsand a poem." } _: Study the Pass,age prophecy,andobjections.Chapter5 is poetry Matthew " - " -.

Notes...... These two cheaters should be read in their totalcon- Henry obse_es that it is "the only preservedpoem of ". Godwillnottoleratesin!Whena peoplegointosin.
EugeneLLOWr_(Atlanta:JohnKnoxPress,1980).p.5. ' text frommoderntraoslationsasmanytimesas possi- that age of the Judges .... designed as a psalmof - "God disciplineswith.the judgmentof oppression

2.walte_J.K_ts_,,J_.TowerdanExegeticalTheek_y{Gran¢_Ravels:Baker ble. Froma reading in the NKJB.NASB. NIV,RSV.and (4:1-3}.BookHouse1981);p.197. praise,"' Concerning the song, Broadman Bible Com- . " " . . "
3.FredW.Cra_dock.OverhearingtheGospel(Nashville:'Abingdo_Press. JB, there is.opportunity to "immerse and soak" in the mentafy notes: " 2. God will havem'ercy!God honors a proper repen-

_9_s),_ 6. material,After such meditationone is able to "listen"to - tance for .sin and a cry for mercy. He raises up
4. KaiSer, pp. 19B£ . " •

5.Ibld.,p202.WalterKalserhasaveryl"_e_eron"TheUseofNarratlvethe text. . The precise.literaryformof thesong Is difficultto peopleand usesthem to bdng deliverance(4:3a,
nExl_osito_yPreaching." " Thisreadinginvolvesthe context, whichrequires go- determine.It has been considereda tdumphalode,..a-. 4-16, 23-24). - .......... .-
s._=sexcurs_somut,=sta,e,_np,rt_ro_Oo,"UE:Gow_n._m_ng_e ing backto the beginning of the book. After a general thanksgiving psalm a propaganda song, a liturgical 3. In His cause againstevilGod usesthose indivldu,

O/dTesfamentl_ttheCh#stianPull_t(Atlanta:JohnKnoxPtess.1980),pp.68ff. introduction in 1:1--2:5 there is, in 2:6--3:6 abroad composition for worship celebration and teen- als who possess and manifest proper character.
8.Low_,pp.2s.. overviewintroductionand reflection on the age of the actment.On the whole, itseemsbest to regard it as a obedience,faith, and courage.(4:4-16)..
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4. It is futile to fi'gl_tagainst God and righteousness. God'swords. Shewas not merely a civil judge, shewas _'
God.uses various and strange methods to bring God's Servant.Matthew Henry suggests that Deborah
about His holy purposes. The common tent peg " "judged"intheareasofthingspertaningtoGodand His. For the timewould fail me to tell of Gideon. (Hob. 11:32)
and nammer in the hand of the humble woman _ cause."ls it not possible that her spiritual influence . ' - .
Jael. to the forces of nature in stars and the flood- causedthe peopleto once againgrow hungry for God?9 - -
ing r(ver Kishon--all conspire against_sin and It is only people of deep, passionateprayer,.keenspr. " - .....
w[ong (4:17:22; 5:20-21)• . itual sensitK,ity,and full commitment to m.edivine truth , " "

5. Againstseemfnglyimpossible odds. andwith mea- of Godwho can be a force against today's wicl_edness. __- . : | ' "
gerresources. God's people prevail through His In tlmes like these ..... -- B _L-- ,_bb..-R m

- . "" _1 ! U_U! M " .

power to bring.greater glory to-God. I1.There Is a Need for Dedicated, Spiritual Compas-
Preachingthe Passage sion (4:5) .

rd the broader scope of Judges 4--5 there are, of Asa j0dge, hearingthe deep needs of the people, the . .

c_urse_m_nyprea_hi_gid`___dep__dingup_nemph___textimpll_sthatDeb_rah_v_dencedc_m`assi_n`Wit_ Commissioned by Gods=sand design. An excellentseries of messagescould her soiritualsensitivityandinsightshehadadeep sense .
be developedfrom the inherenttheological principles, of true justice.She saw the depth of reality and was
Whi_nonespansthe hermeneuticalarchand bringsthe obviouslycrushedtotear'sandthen outragedby Israel's
"always"of thepassageUntopresent-dayreievantappli- subjectionto and oppressionby the Canaanites.She i

cation of the means, there are rich and satisfymgpossi- became one o_.an_'felt with. the people..Deborah saw _ by Albert J. Lown - •bilities. • i_o • .-deliveranceas imperatwe. . .- . -
The chapiers probably lend themselves best to char- " fully recognizingthe problem of tru,ly identifying with, Evangelist, Keigllly,England

actor sermons.-Utilizing the broader I_rinciptesof the peoplefnspiritualneedis tile pr_merequisite of one who . .
paragraph units or texts, individual.-sermons could be woulcldo Somethingfor God in these times. .. -

mess_igePreachedOncouldDeborahbepreachedBarakandonJael.GodAlsc,,fightingapowerfUlagainst•In t=meslike these . t ' . The faith of GideOn offers comfort and challenge to lowed them to sow and tend their fields, and then
wickedness and triumphing over evil. focusing on the II1.There Is Need for Desperate Spiritual Courage = threeclasses of.Christians.:First,those who Shrink -swooped down upon farm and field to confiscate the
defeat and death of Sisera. He was,-as "£ Crichton (4:6_16) . ffom the task of witnessing for God in an unsympa- harvest, They were driven to' thresh in secret--as Gid-

• thetic,pemapscritical home.Second,,tothose who sin- een was doing--possessing neither spirit not will to
Mitchell aptly suggests. "The Man Who Stumbled over (Developthe details of this section lo show Deborah's cerely, but "mistakenly,exaggerate actual or imagined, resist their foes and fate, . '
the Stars•" holy determinedfaith'and abandonment in courage.) " when God'scall to.service and leadershiphas When they did cry tothe Lord in.their distress. God

As a brief exampre,note one way a sermon could be Note how the structureof the bessage-displays her been c early hear_. Their o_,n udgment of being the sent a prophet to bring them to repentance, beforedeveloped on"Deborah courage and willpower.The verses are like heavy ham-
mer blows: "least" is entirely at'variance with the divine command, sendingan angelto prepare a deliverer.Infaithless, dark

• =Go.in this thy might" .(Judg. 6:14). Faith_alone can days,God'scall came to a thinker andworker: a farmer's
- IN TIMES LIKE "[HESE " 4:6a "She sent for Barak." . bridge the gulf between "least".and "mighty." And third, son who was desperatelyseekidg to savea remnan{Of

. JUDGES 4:4.16. 6b "Thisis'theorder of Yahweh,the God of Israel." to those, ina specialsense, who are tempted to discour'- harvest for .his family, as his faith also struggled for
4:7 "1will entice Sisera .. I will put him into your agement,even the_4-elinquishlngof responsibilitydue to survival,The threshed quantity was small and the risk

Introduction: I_ower.'" - • ' ; the superficialdevotion evidencedby others moregifted great; yet, resolved to do what he could while he could,
A song of Some years ago I_adt.heworos: "In times 4:9a '1v_illgo with.you." and fitted for high;office. - Gideon threshed under near-impossible conditions.

like these, you needa Savior." . 4:14 "Up, for toaay,_sthe day... Yahweh marches Gideon had to overcome these.three disheartening• Thecanof Godisalwaysofgrace'and foreknowledge,
In the "distressing days of the judges" the people at your head•" expenences, almost totally devoid of .humar encour- but it is nevergNento slackersand shirkers, to ar_ who

could well have sung "In times like these, we need a (JB) agement. Aloneiri his family,and, apart from a remnant, give tess to their daily task.than they profess to give to
person.... _ person used of God to lead us!" Those .Copclusion: . .,. alone in battle, like,David he encouraged himself in the God. The God who knows the heart also knows the
were critical times in srael. (Develop here a brief ac- Through Deborahs commitment, compassion• and Lord. Heis anexample of those who wax.valiant in fight hands, The qualities Gideon revealed in a dangerous.
count of the historicosocia_setting, sin of the people,, courage God'spower could be mademanifest•Through anddevelop courage n the m dst of conflict, disp ay ng distasteful task were those God would need and use inCanaanite oppression,.etc.).

In these times God raised up leaders--one, a " nor.soiritualforces were.unleashed that.brought defeat gifts hidden from thL=mselves,their, fafnilies, and.their a wider sphere of greater challenge,
. woman--and; mainly through her,brought victory and to God's enemies. . friends,when first c_lled by God.They accomplish great Gideon's mind was.as busy with questioning as his
delivera=nceto an oppressed people. There is a dire need todayfor persons who will "dare things for God add His people, yet do not think of them- hands were with threshii_g.He reasone_. If God is with

Our modern times are also "distressing'_in fact to be a Deborah!"Who will dare'to be used o_God "in selves as great in ahy way. " His people, why is there national defeat and disgrace?
awesomeand frightening.There are today forces of evi .t_meslikethese"? " - . . _,- The inspirationof the life and exploits of this selfless _Why the vast difference between the glodc,us past his-
Oppression against God and righteb'usness.-We; tool " " . ' leader,solclier,and judge was, ,. tory of Israel [related to him by his backslidden father)
stand in heedof a person or persons under God to stem The Clear Call of God and the present ignominy of bondage? His thinking was

the tide of sin and wickedness. . Notes The r_aiionalbaCkgroundto that call is outlined in the sincei'e,agor_izing,but mistaken in throwing the blame
proposition." - _ FrorntheJer_sa/ern 9,ble{JB}.GatdenC_t_,N.Y.:DocJbledayandCompany, for present disasters uponGod. If.God would work His- _,_c.._ _09 . _ . sorrowful_heartbreaking picture drawn in theopening

t In times of great spiritual stress and nee'd;God _,ill 2Forad_s_tJss=bno1th_sprObtemseeLeon_ DistressingDaysotthe verses of. Judges, chapter 6.. A burnt child inolmally miraclesas id formerdays. the desperateposition would
use ind v duals_for His.cause,if _He;an f nd one of proper , J_geSGeo(GraqdgeArthurRap'dSButtr,ckZ°nderVanedThePUD"_r_'°g_terr,,e,House'er_e,b_e198_)Newpp¥o,.e'1_5.SlAb,,goon dreads the fire.that.,broughtpain anddisfigurement: but speedilychange. If GOd.would raise•up His own suber-
character.Tne qual t es or Deoorah are Suggestivef_r P_o_s.9_3.;_I_ ." ' " . Israel,.after40 year_of rest and prospedtythrough the man, graced with irresistible charisma, there would be

,_ holy people in God's cause'today. - . 4 Mabe'c,HervyCen_menat)On"he WholeB_b/eINeWyork: FlemmgH victories of Barak and Deborah, again "did evil in the light in the darkness of despair. "Revell Company_ n d _"2 144
In times like these., Thus heniused; not realizing that GOdwas seeking,5 ChitonA,enea,Theeroac#nan _,bloComrnerea_lNashvllle:etoadman :-sight of the Lord" (6:1),.andobeyed not His voice,bring-

. " " -. Press._9_0_240S " . . .ng uponthemseves s averyand misery.Failingtohonor v_aitingfor a willing,yielded channel•In compassion...
I. There Is Need for Deep SpiritualCommitment(4:4) 6 MatthewHenr,Commentaryp t39 ..... ' " "

7.AdamClarke.TheFtO/yB,blec_nta;n_ngthe Oldand_New7estarnents(New GOdwith thewealth-He had given. Israel found that sin The Lord Lookedupon Him "Deborah was a "judge" and "prophetess." These _o'k'_b,_o_-Co_e_ryp,_s._2_7 and poverty replaced that affluence. Oppressed, they
8 TheInterpreter5_,ble2717 " " sought refuge from the 'marauding Midianitesin dens In the lonely,thinking worker,God discerneda poten-words are suggestive of her character and devotion. 9 MatthewHen_Commentary p 139 .

She lived close to God, was nspiredbyGod, and heard lb ThelnterpreersS,blep 714 " and caves of the.earth..Their oppressors cleverly al- tial deliveredfor His cowed people. Whereas Gideon
' ., (Continuedonpage62)
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I zens"(RSV); "Whisper aword in the of self.exaltation or of leading the ation and by religion• That religion 1

" i ears of thechief citizens" (NEB),be- people astray; nevertheless that- was the worship of Baal-berith. godA Homiletical Study of Judges 9 . comes moredirect and subtle in the was the ultimate effect of his post- of covenants and oaths, and had in-
" " J.B:"Please put this•question to the victory behavior and it was not fected Israel's traditional patri-

- . " : :. ". " " .. " leading men:"That version also.;)re- helped by the name he gavehis ilie- archical worship of Jehovah.
- . sents Jotham's fable in poetic form gitimate son.Abimelech,i.e., ,:myfa- Abimelech's ._otner was a She-

" ' " • with the st'anzas carefully and thera king" (8:32) His ephod be- chemite, and 'he probably felt'little
...... " .... ' " clearly distinguished, and t'he up- came an object of worship and a kinship with most of-his father's

• ,, -.. " " preach to and response of the vari- snare to his own family and himself other sons.'He did not share his fa-
• ' , -. ous leafynominees for kingshil_ (8:27). Into .such a situation came ther's conviction about kingship,

_' . ' by T.Crichton Mitchell moreeffectively visualized. Abimelech, aspirant to a throne, and he saw and'seized his oppor-
• " .... " . -. Professorof'ChurchHistoryandPreaching Indeed, in myopinion, aftercom- born of 0r_eof Gideon'scon.cubines." tunity in the inclination of the Is-
- - : " parison of half a-dozen renderings

' . - •. ., . . " NazareneBibleCollege,ColoradoSprings Is it really too much to suggest raelites towards kingship (8:22).
- andat'least as many commentaries, that Ai0imelech'scruelty and ambi- B. TheMaternal Connection (9:1)

...... little more than the text and notes of tion was at least partly due to his it was his mother'sbrothersAbim-
.... " " • - the Jerusalem Bible is required for a father's behayior? Th_it,however, is elech first sought out, andthen the

" " reatwelyfullgrasp and comprehen- the most that can be said-for him. whole family clan. lib had set. his
" - -- '• :: . - • si0n,of the story of the rise and fall . Does this background, linked to.the heart on what his f._ther had de-

. OfGideon's.son Abimelech.. drastic story.of our section, suggest clined yet sought. According to the
•, ,_ - " .... • - " . the dangers of relying on a glotious culture of the times the concubine

" . ... • . - . " II, Backgroundto the Story past?Is it notalsoprovocative'al0ng might live with her clan (cf. Judg..
. .- . : •. " .' ... " . • . The' death of Gideon .(8:22-35): ti_elinesof.the blindness of power? 14:15; 15:1), but apparently Abim-

" ' • .-._ - ' • " : " . . This sad event.for Israel must have And is it saying something to .us elech had lived in his father's family.
• . • - " occurred quite a number of years about the' cult of' comfort,, or the Now, however the death of Gideon

• - . " " ".... before the riseol Abimelech..Clearly -perils.of pride? Perhaps also in changed.everything_ The brothers
.. ...- . _ ........ " .i. : " " ' " . . .. . ; ... Gideon's 70 sons had grown-to" terms of the ephod it speaks of the eyed him closely; he felthis "out-

EC H manh°bd'sinceJotham' they°ung° spectre of transferred authority," siderness-and returned to his

A DI._'L--='_IIII . " :" est of them was old enough and whichi s nthe o,g runno authority mother's clan nursing dreams of
: _ matureenough topublicly appeal to at all. The background may also by powe_ "/-qkDl Prll_ h • . ttle citizens ofShechem (9:6:7).And wayof inference illustratethe power "

, - •. _ -the oldest had fought against .the of example, and the horrors born of C. The Problems of Ambition
. Midiar,lites(8:20). jealousy and rivalry. Abimelech had thi'ee serious.

BRAMBLE KING t _is-.'alwayspitiable when a re- - problems:
TB_ spectedand heroic leader is blinded. In, The Rise and Fall ofthe Brain- .Problem 1..What to do with 7i

• " " _ b_/hispower and forget.s.thehigher . ble King Abimelech (9:1-57) brothers, most of Whom.had1 lli. . _ . source of it. A. The Shechem Connection strongerclaim to leadershipthan
• - he

The final chapter of Gideon's Abimelechwas an insideoutsider. .
life appears as a distinct antL- He was the son of Gideon who had Pioblem 2. MoneyProblem3. Men " "

, ' Clirfiaxto the heroic actions of the 72 sons: but .his mother Was a
, " ... earJiersection, and the man who woman of Shechem. a city of con- Problem number twowas an-

hadgiven such a magr_ificentlead siderable importance in the history swered with a special gift from the
to his fellows now sets a deplor- of Israel.. _ treastJryof the gods. Blood being -,

•- pstart, dictat0r,°UtSider'opportunist,renegade'ter-as,themultitudeenemYwithWithintheheathenlsraeLtheworship,miXed".meCOmpanngthat.theNewVersl°nS'EnglishltBibleoffersSeemsto - - ableexample of self-indulgence in There thee Lord appeared to thicker than water,his clansuppliedU .r0dst, whicl7 he, his family, and_the Abram (Gen. 12:6-7); there also had the cash; not out of any really.sm-
sassin, or what? but what relevance could such a th_ preferable version in terms of Wholenation were involved.' Jacob camped purchased the " cere motives(v. 16, NEB)but simply

About 160 years-had passe_l story possibly have for days like keeping the_story, full and:flowing Having refused kingship, probably ground on which he camped, and in response to his agreement
since the death of Joshua. Because 6urs? Is it just another terrorist tale without too much division. It tellsthe from Ulteriormotives. Gideon never- built ar_ altar to the God of Israel through his mother ('4v.3-4).
el Israel's sin ann recalcitrance from the Middle East?Let us see. tale.in 10 paragraphs of which the'. theless proceeded to live and act (33:18-20).1nthese parts young Jo- Problem dumber three _e an-

5th is rather lengthy but acceptably : liken king. He requested a gold-ring seph went looking for his brothers. • kindSWere(_ofSLo,bYhiringshechemPersonnelLiberationfOraGod's theocracy was not working_
•or rather, it had not been sincerely I. Our Approach to the Scdpture- c_herent (vv.26-41): offering.from his army and received only to .be sold by them.to mer-
tried. And now arises Abimelech, • - Passage " TheJeFusa/ernBib/e,whichsoof- an incrediblefortune, addedto that chantsfromthevery nationlaterde- Organization. He gathered !hem -
the sonof Gideon--who is alsoJer- The passage selected for .us is tenprovidesinost insightfulnotes,is whichhe hadalreadytakenas booty featedby Gideon.Andherealsohad ment:fr°mthe..worthlessriffraffandscoundrels,,Criminal(jB),ele-
ubbaat_ • 3udges,chapter9, Thethemeof the "not lackingin this respect with re- (8:22-27). That booty belonged to Joshualed Israelin renewalOf their 'iidle and reckless men '_ (NEB),. , worthless and reckless fellows"

Probably he should not be num- passage is the story of the rise and gard to the rise and fallof "the bram- Jehovah, the Architect and Giver.of qovenant with God (Josh. 9:30-35)..
Peredwith the judges of Israel.Heis fa[ll of one of the sons of Gideon, ble King." The JB has also some the victory(Num. 31:48-54), Gideon In short, althbugh we have no (RSV):a l:ealt'Billythe'Kid" gang.
an interloper:,his reign, if.such we also called Jerubbaal {8:34-3_: touches of the translators, art that also made.an ephod, that was an reedrd of the city being conquered
maycall it,was amere marginalinci- Muldor and Ridal[, in the Beacon offer both food for thought and ex- official garment of the Jewish high by.Joshual it was part of the .terri- D."Bloodbath at Ophrah
dent inlsraers history, and his "king- BibleCommenta_ divide the record pressions to help communicators priest (Exod. 28:4), somewhat like a. tory of the tribe of Ephraim and a Problem number one.he an-
dora" too was marginal,alittle king-, into three parts, which seems to get the message across, For exam- Mexican poncho, adorned with pre- place of sacred memory. But it was swered by returning to his father's

" dora that died with him:a kingdom make the handling of it more useful_ pie, the wily approach of Abimelech cious stones. And like a typical, also a bit of a problemto the sons of estate in the little district of Ophrah
" " whose infant baptismal font was an than the .10sections presented by .to his clan in Shechem (italics Eastern monarch he collected a Jacob(Gen. 34:25[)and to their de- (v..5) and using his hired.kiners to

altar stone drenchedwith the blood Candallin the TyndaleCommentary, added): "Speak, I pray you, in the harem(Judg. 8:30). scendants. It was still prepo_- round up all but one of the brothers
of 70 of his brothers, or the 8of the Broadman Cerumen- ears of all the men of Shechem" Perhaps Gideon had no intention derately Cenaanitish in its popu- whom he hated. He then slaugh-

Abimelech in one way symbolizes tary. (KJV);"Sayin the ears of all the citi- . _ 17
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terea them like sacrificial animals on worthy is elected simply because sons who haveneither the dispo- slavegirr' (JB),because he was their them out.was struck dowr not OYa 89) t'ts written in.the stars over our
the selfsame stone a tar on the self- the best wereunwilling to sacrifice in sition nor the knowledge to use brother (vv.16-18). bravesoldier not by a sharpshooter, heads and the ground under our
same day (cf, I Sam, 14:31-35:.2 order to serve, power for the advantage (_f the Note that Jotham disclaims con- but by an upper millstone dropped feet (cp. Judg. 5:20). The Ten Com-community; and.who, while they nection with his half brother, from the tower roof by a woman (vv. _ mandments are but a digest of His
Kings 10:7-11). .
" And thus, at the head of a cut- V, The Meaning of the Fable Poast great things, and make. The applicat onof th_ fable is ar- 52-53) . eternal laws. written for our'good
throat army,Abimelech had little op- To Adam Clarke this fable was: great pretensions and i_romises, . resting inthatJotham directs it not . Mortified in spirit and shamed, he and guidance. -
'position and was proclaimedking of are the tyrants of the people.-and to Abimelech. who is beneath no- commanded his armour Dearer to "
Shechem at the hallowed site of the ... the oldest, ana without ex-. often-through their ambition, like tice, but to the lords of Shechem. run him through with,'his•sword (v. II. We Must Obey God
plain oaken pillar beside the memo- ception the best fable or apologue the bramble in the fable, kindle a ,Theirony isstrong: 54). Thus was the destroyer de- God's•law cannot be broken• but
dal stone built .by Joshua at Beth- in the'world... ;every part of this, flame of foreign or domestic war, "Verywe ," cries Jotham "... if stroyed, and the bramblebush trod- we may break ourselvesagainst the

• . -"- yotd have acted in sincerity and den toash by Gideon'sGod! law of God.milla. His kingdom, however, was a few,expressions excepted, illus- in which their subjects are con-
not over all I_raelbut over the She- tra.tes itself, and tells its own !, sumed._ " - good faith towards Llerubbaaland The sacred chronicle sums it up A. Individually,as did Abimelech,' magnificently: . . v.56a
chemite territory, meaning'2 Almost all interpreters take the view his family, then may fire come out B. Collectively, as did the lords of

IV..The Fable ofthe Fugitive (vv. -Clarke.concludes .his treatment that the meaning of the fable was of A'bimelechanddevourthelead- Thus'God made the evil recoil Shechem, v.'56b" - ..... thus: that since none of the higher class - " -- tng men of Shechem and Beth- . on Abimelechthat he haddone tO
7-14). ... .

That 72nd son,who had escaped There is much of the moral of trees that are useful andproductive, millo;and mayfire come out of the his father.., as God made all the Conclusion:
the cutthroat .gang? What about this fable contained in the differ- as well as beautiful and strong, eading men of Shechem and'. wickedness of the people of She- It is a _learfulthing to_fall into the
him? Does not he serve as a.s0rt (if ent kinds of trees mentioned• 1. would accept the anointingas king, Beth-millo to devour Abimelech!" chem recoil on their own heads . hands of the living God!. But as
ghostly conscience or furtive ac- The Olive:the mostprofifable tree it passed to the most unproductive. (vv..19-21, JB).. " ioo. And so the curse of Jotham someone has said, "It is a much
cuser? Suddenly he appeared like tO its owner•,hayingfew equals ei-• and most dangerous ittle scrub . What is described here ,is total son of Jerubbaalcame true for more fearful thing to fall Out of
the avenging angel on the slopes of ther for food or medicine• 2. The which cou d as many wilderness ruin_aS though two enemies.each them (vv.56-57. JB). them!!i We submit,our hearts.there-
Mount Gerizim where half of Israel figtree; oneof the most (ruitful of bushes do. explode into fire and " firirig an atomic rocket ai the other in, . fore to love and obey God with sin-
had proclaimed their pr6mise.of trees and yielding one of the. start something beyond control-- the same instant were right dead on VII. Sermon'Suggestions ce!ity and•trust,•praying;• y t mes are inThy hands,
obedience to Jehovah (Deut. most delicious fruits, and superior• including setting the mountainside target! The following three outlines'may . My God, I wish ihetn there!"
27:12ff.). • to allothers for.sweetness: 3. The ablaze. - And having delivered his mes- -

With a voice that awoke the ech- vine. which alone yields a liquor • Keil and Delitzsch explain it thus: sage, thefugitive Jotham t()ok flight be resourceful for fleshing out.your• .. sermons on this portion of God's Blind Ambition.
• again beyond the reach of bram-

oes, the 72n(J son delivered his that.when properly prepared,and Oil, figs, and wiile were the . Word: Judg, 9:1-2
"Mark Antony". speech, One of the taken in strict moderation, is most valuable productions of the blebush fire (v.21). "
very earliest pieces of didactic po- frierldly bothto the bodyand mind larldof Canaan,whereas the briar The Great Avenger Introduction:
etry in all Hebrew literatqre. It is in -of man, having a most direct ten- was good for hothing but to burn Vl. The. Fable Was a Prophecy,
the form of a fable, but, as it turned dency to invigorate both.• 4:'The The PrJar,which has nothing a n d t h e Pr.o p h e cy Was ,Reading: Ps. 94:16-23 BlindAmbition is the title of John
out, it was also ._prophecy. It was bramble or thorn, which, however - • - Fulfilled Rom, 12:14-21 Dean'sanalyses of the national Wa-but th()rns upon it, 'and does not - tergatetragedy Carnal ambition is a
not a parable nor a metaphor, but a .usefulasahedge, is dangerous to cast sufficient shadow even for The fire ,from the bramblebush Textual focus: Juog. 9:56-57 hard taskmaster; it drives people
fable.' In fables the imagination come near;and is here the em- one to lie down inand protect him- soon destroyed Shechem (vv, "Thus Godrequited the cr[meof Ab- into reckless.and dangerous ac-
presents the truth in imaginary blemof an impious, _rue'l,and op_ self fromthe burning heat of the 42-49); and firefrom Shechem and imelech ... God also made all the tions.
ways: animals,fish,•birds. and in this presstveking: sun. is an admirable simile for a Thebez destroyed the bramblebusl7 wickednessof the men of.Shechem ....
case trees are madeto impersonate AS the olive, fig,. ahd vine. are " king (vv,50-57). fall back upon their heads" (RS_/). A. Diagnosis
peope, andto speak, act, and think said in this fable to refuse the roy- worthless man who can do noth-. ing but harm..The words of the Friction and discontent arose be- Thesem ght be tied together _vith I Ambition is" often blinded by
ike human beings, . alty,because in consequence, briar. _'Trustin my shadow." seek _ " tween .Shechem's Iorcls-and their a strand frorn the old economy jealousy. Jealousy may grow into

This fable of the trees is a story, they Intimate. they.should lose refuge there, contained a deep bramblebush king, A fifth column (Deut. 32:36; 39) ana onefrom the hatred as.with Abimelech (v.5), Jeal-
within a.story. It might be extracted their own privileges,we learn that irony, the truth of•which the She- within the city nibbled at his security, new covenant (Heb. 10:31). pus hatred makes calm thinking im-
anc used on its own, indeed it fre- to be invested with pow#r for the • chemites were very soon to.dis- An insurrecti_on'arose, which al_ possible: .For:- - . .
quently has Deen. For. Likemany public good can be no privilegeto cover? though ruthlessly quelled by Abim- Introduction: I1. Jealousy infects judgment.
other fables, it has been a delight to the sovereign.If he d scharge the. elech, nevertheless made him eveh' A familiar poemdeclares: The jealous person looks on others
young and s mple minds alike, The . 'office faithfully t will plant hispil- The line is that.the able and gifted more nervous and vio ently ruthless Caieless seems•the Greai as rivals or competitors; this proba-
danger is that we convert it intoan low with thorns, fill his soul with people, most fit for leadership in with _;egardto all opposition. Even-" Avenger-- bly "wasAbimelech's heart •trouble.
allegory, not remembering that this anxious cares, robh m of re'st and church, city, and nation, are tOo.eb- tually _e attacked Shechem and History's pages but recall AlexanderPope wrote:

quiet, and ir_a word, will be to him sorbed in 5ther things to becomeJil- " " " " "formof speecn lays its meamngon . razed it tO'the .ground, scattering One death-grapple in the dark- All seems infected that the infec-
the surface and is. not to be ap- a source bf distress and misery, volved in religious, civic..or national salt over its ruins to preach its bar- hess tedspy,
proached analytically, The Lord All this is represented here under leadership•Therefore power passes renness (vv.45-_.6)• Twixt old systems and the Word.
Jesus, Masterof metaphor and aar- the emblem of the trees losing into the control of the unworthy, in-" The lords tookrefuge in the crypt Truthforever'on the scaffold: As alldicedlOOkSeye.Yellow_to the jaun-
•able, had r)o place for fable in His, "theirfatness, their sweetness and adequate, and potentially danger- of the temple of EI-berith in nearby Wrong forever on the throne;
teaching method; it is a one-dimen- good fruits_and their cheering in- pus candidates. For the bramble is Migdal-shechem together With a . But the scaffold sways the fu-_ IlL Jaundiced judgment shatters
sional method of I_ressingone point fluence, not only willing but eager tol,take .thousand of the population (v. 46). lure. . _peace
for one purpose, evenwhen we see In short, we see from this most. power. But the bramblebusn Was bla;_ing: And behind the.greatunknown 1. It destroys peisonal peace; _n-
many possible applications of the sensible fable•that the beneficent, The Shechemites had foi'gotten Abimeleci_roasted them alive (v.49) STANDE.THGOD within the wardly with self, outwardly w_tl_oth-
point., benevolent,and highly illuminated their debt to Jerubbaal; they had " " and. headed for. the other trouble, shadows ers. upwardly with God.

Jotham's fable has as its point the mind, is ever averse from the love broken faith with him and his family, spot in Thebez. There the popu- Keeping vigil o'er His own,. . 2 It -endangers national and
factthat only the best candidates of power; and that those who do He.had fought for them. risked his lation barricaded themselves into - world peace.R!valry among political
should,be.appointed.to the highest seek it are the thoiJghtless and life for them. rescued them from the
office• Thus there is an impressive vain, the ambitious, and those .power.of Midian; and they had re- the fortified tower (vv. 50-51). The Body:. ...... parties and jealOusybetween_a-
descent in the nature of the vadous who w sh for power m.erelyforthe paid .all this-by financing an'dsup- " blazing bramblebush king, relying I. God Is Boss! lions is the lighted fuse on the cola-once again.on fire set by his own " The law of God is neverbroken: it strophic time bomb. Peace is threat-
trees approached until the least purpose of self-gratification; per- porting a scoundrel, "the'son of his • hand (v. 52) as he sought to smoke cannot be broken.(cp. Ps, 119:142. • ened by the jaundiced eye, moving(Continuedon page61)

19

18 . . .................

1983 03-05-11



. , , . , z, , •

I. The National Heritage Received by Samson(13:1) 5. Illustration:Personalillustrationof familieswho
A. Littlewordssay a Io{ did it all right,yet oneor more.cliildrenchose

STARTERS 1. Singleword--Again . the way of sin.SERMON 2. Speaksof a-repeated patternof action II1: The Personal Heritage Given by Samson• i 3. Seems to be.one of the prevalentthemesof A. Heritageof great power
• . Judges--"The childrenOf Israeldid evii._ • 1.,Battlewith lion(14:6)

• •. ; . • 4. :Sucha small word suggests such a large prob- 2. Battlewith men of Ashkelon (14:19)

ON SAMSON , -.. lem. , 3. Battle No. 1 with Philistines (:15:7)" B. This is the story of national failure 4. Battle No, 2 with Philistines (15:14-17)
.... . ' '- " 1: E]egin_in religiousfailure " " 5. Signof power at Gaza (16:1-3_

-, a. Judges 2:11-13
b, Forsook the Lord God' 6, First experiencewith Delilah (16:8-9)7. Second experrencewith Delilah(16:12)

.. . c. Served other gods
Weaskedsomeoneto writeanin-depthhomileticalstudyon Samson.ThoughJr'cameas a shock_that b', Accommodated.the gods of the land 8. Third experience with Delilah (16:14)9. Powet"lost (16:15-22)

oersonturneddowntheopportunity!But{/icingtheposs_ilityofgoing o presswiththetheme"Preach- e.G. Campbell Morgan--'_The trouble that t0, Power regained (_16:23-30i
ingfromthe BQOkof Judges".withoutsomethingon Samsonwasunti]inKable.'When'it,was too rateto came to these people from surrounding ha- •B. Yet,heritage of limited purity or rightness
askforanotherhomileticalstudy,wequicklywroteto 15ministers,askingthemfor.somesermonstarters tides was very severeandveryterrible,but it 1. Samson's own uncontrolled revenge
on Samson.Tenof themdidn'tbotherto answerourletter,but 5 sentus theseoutlines.Compareteem never would have come If they had not •
wi|h yourown homileticalmasterpieceonSamson,andyoushouldbe ableto whLpupa goodone. turned their backs u)oonGod.:' a: Revengeis the Lord's, notours..• - b, Samson's revenge anchapter _15seems to

2. Leads to political .failure lack G0_'s approval or anointing.
: a, This is the story of everynation that turns its c. Suggests that we.need tq be careful to

.. back on God. know God'swill EventhoughHe may have
SAMSON: AN OU'I3NARD NAZARITE B. Playswith the temptress/p._/sa large tip -... b Our politicalbreakdownsare the_=result of blessed"past efforts, we dare not auto,

byDavidL.Martinez,Jr.,Pastor 1. Ignoresinwardvow for outward satisfaction . . our impotentreligions, matcallyassume thateverythingwe wantto
• Olivestreet WesleyanChurch . 2. Consequenceis that strengthis sapped c.. Legislation,foreignpolicygiantbudgetsare dois right or willbe blessedby God,

KansasCity a. Not evenSamson truly realizedSourceof not theanswerfor a nationthathas "turned 2.. Samsondefr_itelydid not leavea rich heritage
" " strength: - • "its back on God." " - so far as his relationswith the women in his life.

Introduciion: With the focus today on physical fitness, it (1) not.uncut hair {18:17b) 3. Inustration: Impact of Wesleyan revival upon. a. Wife: total disaster
is good for us to focus upon where our real strength lies. (2) it was his covenant with God (16:17a) : • England . b. Prostitute placing himself in eopardy
Wedo nothave to go to the corncs to finda Superman b. Disobedienceviolates not only the law but. = • a. Scriptural challenges: 'c. Delilah:Samson destroyed himself
example.God's Word lifts up for us a true historical authority (16:20). " (1) Psalm 33:12: "Blessed is the-nation 3. Power and.purity are not synonymous, as illbs-• • •whose God is the Ldrd."
character"f[om whose life we may learn, His name-- 3. Used pf God; yet unable to continue trated by the life of Samson
Samson. . . a. Helped to begin "deliverance of Israel"... -" . - (2).Psalm 1.44:15: "How blessed, are the '1 Not all_)fthose givengreat powe'rby God were
I. Samson! The Separated Servant (Judges 13:2-5) (16:30) • . people whose God is the Lord!" (NASB). necessarily good.

A. Called from birth tO serve God b. But only the "SpotlessOne" can say, "It is: _. II.The Family Heritage Received by Samson (vv. 2. AIIwho seek power are not necessarilyseeking
" • .... purity Illustration: Simon the sorcerer (Acts

1.:to begmnthe deliveranceof Israel [v.5) finished." 2-25) 8:1-25).
a. Israel had Worshipped other gods (10:6-7). Conclusion:One'soutward appearance is not the prior- A.. Uniquely'announced 3. I:lowever,the greatest power in the world is the.
b. Israel would be under Philistine rule for 40 ity.Spiritual strengthis to be desiredabove the physical. 1. Angel of God • - power of pudty.

years (13:1). Samsonhad to lose his "sensual eyes" before he could 2. IIIdstrati0n:Shared with some great announce- D. A certain sense of sadness in his death
2. to be a Nazarite (v.5) bring down the curtain on his.foes.. We must inwardly meets of.history ,1. Some see a "hero's" death.

a. Nazarite: one separated/dedicated to God consecrate our lives to God and allow Him -to he_pus " a. Birth of Isaac 2. Some might even see suicide,
b. There were time-period Nazarites: with.our areasof weakness. . . b. E]irthof Jotin the Baptist 3. Most impressedwith the factt_at it was death

(1) VOWS(Num. 6:2-21) . . c. E}irthof Jesus
(2) example--apostle Paul (Acts 18:18; " " • •Be.Instructions for F3renatarcare(vv. 2-5) of one who had so much potential and yet had• .- " " so much problem living it. "

21:23-26) 1. Nothing intoxicating .
c. ]here.were lifetime Nazarites SAMSON'S HERITAGE . .. 2. No uncleanfood Conclusiot]:

(1) _S_,tllUel[1 Sam. 1:11) 3. More than ceremonialcleansing . . A. It is importantwhatour heritage is.
.(2) Johntile Baptist(Luke1:15) byMichaelE. Grimshaw,Pasto_" .
(3) Samson--the separateclservantof God Churchof theNazarene - e.' .instructionsfor early childhoodcare (v,5) - " B. It is importantto learn fromour heritage. - .• • Bremerton.Wash. • 1 Nazarite vow C. It is,evenm0re important what kind of a heritage

" B; Ceremoniallyclean but inwardly unclean a. No strong drink Wewill give!
1. He followed the outward abstinence require- Scripture Reference:.Judge's13:16 . . b. NeverCLithalf " . " _ " -

rhents {Numbers 8): . Text:Judges 13:1-25 [, c. No contact with dead body . • . •
a. touched no uncleanthing Purpose: .TOillListi'atethe importance of both the heri-, " 2. Set apart " -
b. no razor touched his head{16:17) tage we receiveand the one we pass on a. Importance of child dedication ' sIN IS BLINDING, BINDING,

2.,He failed inwardlyto cultivatepurity; Intro: Webster defines heritageas. "that Which is inhe[- b. Illustration: Great emphasis in our local AND GRINDING
a. Parents were concerned about religious ited,ihheritance:hence,the lot,conditionor statusinto . churchon thisspecialevent

training(13:8). whichone is born;birthright."He goes.on to clarify: 3.' Specificinstructions byJeffreySparks,Pastor.
• b. Samson failed to listen to sound advice "somethingwhich one receivesor will receivefrom a D. Godlyenvironment Churchof theNazarene'-, " Ashtabula,Ohio

(14:3).' - .... parent or predecessor." - . . :t -.Aware of Gqd's-messenger_w6)-- - -- -- =_ . - - . .
II, Samson=3'he Sensuous Slave (Judges 13;--16) All of us are the recipientsof a heritsge, and also the 2. Aware of God's ieadership(v. 6) _ " " " '

A. Physically strong/morally weak giversof a heritage.This is true not only of the individual 3. Father concerned about spiritual life (v.8) Text:Judges 16:20-21
1. Known for his physical acts of strength (16:5) but also of the Church,the nation, and all other institu- 4. Interested inGod's leadershp inchild rearing(v. I. SicIs Bile'cling(v.21)

• 2. Known for his uncontrolled lust (14:2; 16:1,4) tio'nsto Whichwe belong. 8) A. Samsonwas physically and spiritually blinded,

. . 21
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B. Many cannot see their own need, their own fail- --Yet Weak in Temptation(16:15-17) Everybody knew about Jephthah, but nobody who
ures. He hungeredfor pleasure sex, and selfish gain.• "mattered". called on him--for anything.Until Oneday...

C. Many cannot see where'ihey are headed, the end Illustration:My barber once saidto me, "The average ..
products of sin, nor the outstretched arms ,of person drinks poison, breathes poison, and craves
Christ. . • crime for entertainment."

II. Sin Is Binding (_,.21) " . :: , " " . " " "Conclusion:W=thburned-outpassions--homeless and
A. Samsonwas_;ostrongno onecoulddefeathim-- helpless,Samsonoecomeslike.a mousebeingplayed . • ., . • _ " "

suddenlyhe was captive, with by a cat. The playboy becomes a plaything.Pie
B. Satan'.sbindingstats gradually--suddenly one is hearsthe laugh of Satan and feels the stingof,death. _ "

not the master but the mastered_ " - " " .

.JEPHTHAHC. Sinful habits, activities, friends, relationships-- _ . .
bind, cripple,and fette_ " - " ' "

III. Sin Is Grinding(v. 21) . - • . • • , ' . " . -,
• A. Samsonbecamea workanimalgrindinggrainthat A TRIAD OF TRUTHS FROM .A

would fill the bellies of his tormehtors andcaptors. '--
B. Sin will grino away at a person's: TROUBLEDMAN 'IN A" by R. T. Kendall

Heart TROUBLED TIME " ' " Minister:WestminsterChapel,London.England
Mind by JohnE. Beegle,Pastor " " • •
Resources. _ FirstFreeMetl_odistChurch., - " '_
Soul . . KansasCiiy " . . . .. .._
GOOdflame . . "And what shaft I more say? for and Augustine). The Mennonites himself.'lt,. tends;by.,,thewaY,r to be

' • " Body I. The Minority BecomesGod's Enabled the time would fail me to tell of... ant certain Baptists think they are outside the camp.'Ou Lord Jesus
Relationships . . , _ • Text: Judges 15:9-11 " " Jephtha[h]..."(Hebrews 11:32)• (via the Anabaptists and Don&hsts). Christ was 'not exactly:in the main-
Integrity Intro.: Samson's conqtJestaroused the fear and an- . . I know a man Who is sure that he is stream of His" day. He suffered,

, Desire to be holy ger of the Philistines and, at the same time, Jephthahwasa ruggedoutcast of in the mainstream; he has forecast '_without the gate" that He might
C. Endresult of sin is to.be.ground up and used up causedthealienationof hissubmissive brother Israel whose, leadership was sud_ that if revival ever comes, it will sanctify His people with His own

- " Israelites. denlyneeded; Jephthah hadan ugly come to America. By America he blood. "Let us.goforth therefore
and broken up. A.•The Anger of the Enemy (vv. 9,110b) blemish Oh his,life that is better re- means Kentucky, By Kentucky he unto him without the camp; bearing

COnclusion:(W.27-30)- ' " " " " Their strategy indicated that a.grudging respect memberedthan his faith, meansAshland.Ky.By Ashland, Ky., His reproach" (Heb. 13:12-13).
A. God gave Samson another chance. " . for Samson had begun to.occu[ in.the enemy If thi_writer of,the Epistle to the hemeansa certain StreetinAshland Wheri God turnsto a particularbody
B. Avail yourself of God's.opportunity to be saved. - camp. Hebrews had not mentioned him. (and a certain .address). All of us of men. it often takeseverybody

rescued, and freed, B. The Anxiety of the Afflicted (v: 10a) " . who among us would have.thought fee_or want to.feelmthat we are else by surprise. God has a.way of
C. Do not take a second best for y6iJr ltfeDj_pare " Those.who submit to.the enemy.have forgotten " to do so? Most of us think of the the true heirsof the apostles, what- making the unlikely and the un-

•yourself the scars, humiliation, and waste of Sin." .that there is One mightier than all others wh0can blemish of Jephthah and con- ever visible tradition we may-lay expected the centre of His most re-
" • • '. . deliver. ' sequently do hot.see his faith,' Our claih_to. cent activity• •

C.-The Ambassadors of the Unwilling(v.-11) wrlterwas not a legalist: he could One thing is certain, however. •. Everybody knew about Jephthah,
The majority were pleading w th Samson to jo_n see past the blemish.- about Jephthah: He was clearly not but nobody who "mattered" .called

SAMSON_THE PLAYBOY - . them in theirsurrenderto the usurpersandto stop Yet it is a factof life that people in the mainstream, But that is what on him---for anything. Until oneday... rockingthe boat. tend to remember the bad, not the our writer would like about him.Our When the childrenof Israelwere ab-
by C. L Newbert,Pastor D..The Answer of the Able good. NevilleChamberlain is still(e- wreer delights in focu.sing on the solutely desperate, they turned to

FirstChurchof theNazarene 1 Oneman plusGod, though Clearlya minoriiy, is membered for one thing primarily: torch of God'sglory being passed to the scum of the earth for help. This
rVewBedford.Mass. stronger than the majority, Even the high trea- h s failure to recognize Hitler for the unexpected Jephthah was.the they did where"the children of Am-

son of 3.000 of Judah's finest could not deter what he was. Richard Nixon will be son of a prostitute. Consequently he mon made war against Israel (Judg.
Scripture: Judges 16i15_21 . him. - . ' • _ remembered primarily for Water- was c!isinherited..(JiJdg.11:2): 1"1:4-5).TheYeven made Jephthah
Text:Judges 16:21 " 2. Because of his. divine selection and en- gate.But our writer wants us to look - Worst of::all: Jephthah attracted their _aptain:he was in a strategic
Introductibn:The often repeatec]'andtrite definitions ol :ablementSamson was able•to aGtuatethe di- at Jephthah not for his mistakes but .the scum of the earth..While Jeph- bargaining position and _ad the
sinconnected with Samson: (1}Sin is blinding; (2}Sin is. • vine equation' and put to flight (h0usands of for his faith, thah wasobviQuslya born leader,.he whole.of Israel.on their knees beg-
binding; and (3).Sinis grinding, are very true. both friend and enemyl . " Oneof the more interestingthings attracted only those nobody else ging to him..Jephthah's first task
I. Dedicated as a Nazarite • • 3 While.the drumbeat Of ;the enemy disabled that emerges' from the account o{' wanted. This made him immensely would be to forgiye the world and

A. A child of promise (13"5; 16:7). many men, the cadence of the Spirit enabled Jephthah is the _ uestion of the' unattractive to the "mainstream" of get that chip off his shoulder.At any
.B. Chosen to deliver.lsrael {13:5) - - the one man (15:11c). -- "'mainstream." What is the mare- ancient Israel. Nobody who rate the mainstream was now at

stream? All of us--whatever our "mattered"took any notice of Ji_ph- Jephthah's leadership and com-
---,YetPlayingwith the Enemy (14:1-3) II, The Invincible Are God's Anointed Christian tr_aditionor background-- thah and hisband. Jephthah arid his mand.The torch was passed to him.
A. Went too close to enemy territory .Text:.Judges 15:12.-15 - • • - .
B. Chose wrong companions " Intro.: The mood of thepeople called for coexistence _ ' tend to think that,weare in the main_ followers were avoided like the Suddenly he vyasthe wavel of the

. . streaniofChristianity. Amainstream plague. One might also add that future.
C. Disregarded his spiritual endowments with.the enemy in Samson's time. But the is defined as "a river with tribu- Jephthah himself probably grew up But what of Jephthah's iaith? It
D.Transgressedthe law of God - Spiritof the Lord moved for deliverancerather ,

I1.Spiritual at Times (13:25; 15:14) than.servitude.As Samsonwas, so any Spirit- taries"; figuratively it is the "chief di- with a chip on his shoulder.After all, was a brilliant v nderstanding ofrection or trend." - he hada bad start inlife andgrewup God's purpose in history. Jephthah
_Yet Unde[ the Power of Evir(16:!-4) ano=nte_persor_is invincible even when the Who then are the mainstream of . feeling rejected, may have beeh an outcastin Israel,

-- - III. Childish in His Pranks (15:4) enemy criesagainst-him...... - Cllristianity?The R_man C_th-olics...... But:rwlsh to give-a-stightlydiffer---but-he-knew _his history--He had
--Yet Mightyin Battle {15:11-14} A, The Angleof the Appeasers think riley are. The Church of En- ent definition.of "mainstream."It is • _donehis homework. Never under-

These 3,000 timid souls were eager to let the glandthinkthey are.The Reformed that towhichGod turnsandthrougt_" stimatethis--that God uses knowl-
IV. Strong in Physicalstrength (16:319, 12. 14;chap- housebegivenoverto the sevenworse demons traditionthink they are (via Calvin whom He is pleased tc manifest edge,

ter 14} evenbefore it was swept(15:12-13), .
(ContinuedonI_age27) • 23
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We are told that Stephen spoke thah's own brilliant argument. But is not of faith (Gal, 3:12). Jephthah
with such authority that "they were Jephthah began to doubt his own showed himself a man of faith whet _ "
not able to resist the wisdom and word. He felt this need to make a he disputed with the king; he
the spirit by which he spake" (Acts vow. A vow is nature's way of rob- showed himself a foolish le(_alist •
6:10). "Sanctify the Lord Godin your bin_ God of His glory, Vows do the when it came to trusting the very., ,,
hearts: and be ready always to give very opposite of what people think Godhe hoeexalted. Legalistic think. '" " " ._ .. " . . " " - ' :
an answer to every man that asketl_ they do. A vow is concocted not be- "ing can lead people to do crazy - . ." .• . .... . • ' " "
you a reason of-the hope that is in cause of the.Spirit but because Jt things. It is amazinghow one can be ' " '

. _.' , .

you with meekness and fear"(.1Pet. makes us feel better. We take our brilliant inone areaof Christian iving
3_15).Jephthah put his enemies to feeling better tc bethe Spirit's wit- and utterly blind in another! by Alvin S. Lawhead ' • _' ' " - .Professorof Old Testament-
shame by his knowledge of -God's ness. We,project that good feeling I offer this advice regarding vows NazareneTheological_Seminary ... " ..... ._.
purDoseIn history. What happened upon the backdrop of God's hea_ (other than.the mamage vow and ._. -_.. .
was this. The king of Ammon picked and claim it as.His will when it is the vow to be-a Christian): Don't : " . .. - -..•.: :.. " -.. ,... .. . .-
a quarrel with Israel concerning an almost always nothing but our own make them. Andif you have made
event whichhad taken place 300 unbeliefgiven self-rigriteous_lress. them. forget them. As to God's re- , " " /" .:-.- " " " " " " '
years before; he accused Israel of .The clearest hint for all ages re- vealed Word, don't make vows;
stealing their land.• :garding vows and God'swillis to be keep His Word instead. You are .. . :

Did the king of Ammon have a seen inJephthah'scase. First, when bbund to His,Word before you make GRACE " "

"point?Not at aJJ,argued ;Jephthah." it came into his mind to make a vow. a vow.Whenyouvow te do what the . . :.. - .' • . .
Pointby point Jephthat traced every G'odrebuked his _Jnb_liefby letting Bible has already revealed, you be- • . . -
stepof the childrenof srae from the him make a foolish ,_ow.Secondly, comeyour own kind of mediator;but " _ .., -. .- -
Lime they. left Egypt.. When srael the sealof God'sdisapprovalwas in if you vow to do something not ..... . '
was attacked: .God gave them lett:ng Jephthah's own daughterbe ,clearly. revealed you .are self- - . " " ." ' : ....

powertodefendthemselves.,,Fur-thefirsttowalkthroughthosedoors r,ghteouslyupstagingGod'srigh- _ the BOOk Of

thermore_it was the Lord God who of his own house.Jephthah'Sgreat- teousr_ess(this is why vows lead to
dispossessed the Amorites: who est folly yet is in thinking he hadto ,the grossest bondage). -. _i' . :
would want to fight against God? keep this silly vow. . .,

Moreover, continued Jephthah, "You One may argue that the Law Rays F,om BelievingGod: Studies on Faith In HebrBws . . " " " ' " ." .

ArrJmonitas have a god; what has he one must keep any vow-onemakes. .w_lh'l'(_1981b'R:'[KendallHodder& Stoughton, Ltd,.PrlntedIn cdrijunCllOn-Englar_l.U. Dy " J_d"_mF_ _"l#geg " " "

given you?" Not only.that;the king (c_'.Deut. 23:21) I answer: the Law perrnissionoftheZorldervanCorporati(Jn..
of I//Ioabd!drl't strive against Isi'ael.. . • " "
"Areyou any better?" Onelast thing,

_ continued Jephthah:.'_Wehave been " ' . .. .. , . . :. "
. . . around for 300 years; why are you .. _ . . . " - .

getting anxious all of a sudden -- , " " : It has been said that there is much in a remarkableway the redeeming the angel of_theL0n3,-"lfnow I have
about a matter that your prede- " " • - " '• " - ' .-. ,, I about War in Judges, biJt.little favor of God toward mah as an ac- •found favor .with thee.... " (RSV);

.cessors took no: notice of?" Jeph- - - about worship. This being the case, tive working principle.The root verb and in 21:22 concerning the daugh-
thah's.concfusion Wasthis: Let God . ., .._ " " " - it is admittedly difficult to see ex- of this noun is hanan, which accord- te.rs of Shiloh, "Grant them gra-
settle the whole matter (Judg. ,_'_'---_.-_...... -_. ---"':;_,--_=----,._-_ presslons • of grace in Judges-- ing toStrong's Concordat_cemeans. ciously to us .. " (RSV), Neither of11:27)..... .,,..,,J.........- , * . • • ._-, ',------_ difficult, but not impossible. We be- to bend or stoop in kindness to an these references is of much help in

ThatwasJephthah's f_ith_hewas. ,....................... .• . lieve that Judges shares in the inferior,s In the lexicon by Brown; discLIssingthe topicat hand. How-

mastered by the truth, _Z'_--='L_t'._._ .... miracle of divine _nspiration along Driver, and Briggs it is stated that ever, the fundamental idea of gi'aceIwish I could end the story of .........................................:................ with the other 65 books of the Bible when hanan is used of the Lord, it is present inJudges in thre'e.distinct
Jephthah there. But I Cannot.I refer ...... •::.""_T:'-"_"--{ : andhas its i_lacein the total story of refers to bestowal of favors or of re- areas, and we now. turn to these
to that awful blemish in Jephthah-- ,.=.=....,_,_,.,,._.,,.,_..._,,,.,._:ii',.._ -t.. . . .. divJnegrace for fallen mankind, demption from enemies, evils, or three considerations.

.what mieryone remembers, un- . ................. ¢.._.=::.:=_ .......... S0mewould object to the thought of sins.= It,occurs as _n adjective 13doubtedly one of tt_estrangest and .-.................- "-- - , ._..............-' .... "-.... g_:acein Judges, arguing that grace times in the Old .Testament,and Jn God'sGrace . -
most foolish acts of history. Jeph- _: :..--_2:_-_._-_--.---_.--_-_ " is propedy a New Testament sub- 12 of these occurrences it is don- in Israel's History
thah was a strong man and a great. ._ .... :_ '_--_"- ........---.:-.::..... jeer, ("For the law was given through nected withmercy. . In orde[ to appreciatethe realityol
thinker.A man's gen_usisusually his _2 ::±__-_-__L_l-_:-- -: --' --,__-_ . Moses_ grace and truth came [n Judges the word hen appears grace in Judges, we must see
down_all. Every man has his blind :::_--_-:_._:-.--._ ._ :--/ -_ -_:_............. --,.:_-.....=:.=._=.=;.=_--_.-. through Jesus Christ_ (John 1:17, only twice. In 6:17 Gideon says to clearly the total historical context of
spot. Said Calvin: "In every saint ®_=---"-----___.:--_.= ....... RSV).Whilegrace is a Christian con- ancient Israel,of which the pedodof
there is. always to 'be found some- _.-..... ....................-- --, >. --:-. !--_;_--_,,..,.__ cept by nature, yet it is anticipated ' . the judges is the latter part, Judges
thing reprehensible.". Jephthah _-.:_-_--.--,.............. _ ..... . _, .__ ....:_._ -and has its precedents in the Old ............ comes near the completion of a
made a vow--a foolish, needless ._=------;k-_=.. .--=-- ..... --" ._-_'_,_'-.-_ ' " ' story which began centuries earlier ,

vow: If God would truly defeat the I__..='='-_'_-...... -,- i_'..... -_-'-=- " Testament.WhereverGod is at work:- ', '... .' .i_i '.- • "
. --_----- _i._ __ ,,._.... '._ - among men there Is divine grace, with Abraham and the promise of a "

enemy,.he would give Him a sacri- . "-'_-__-';-- -- .....' --;- - - ±_,._;-- The Hebrew word for grace, hen, . . land to his descendants. All of the
rice, What would it be? The first ani- ' :- _-:.......... _° " is t_;anslatedin the King.James Ver-' ,15 a stages,in the historical sequence,of
mal (or person) he met at his house _ .... ---121--- ._-_c;- I . sion as "favor" in 26. texts, and as thisstory reflect manifestations of
(Judges'_1:31). " -- "grace" in 38 texts. However, it is . _ divine grace,

r-in7--; At the beginningof the story tllere
God gave Jephthah the.victory, often noted that. the former trans-. .But not becauseof the vow, Trievic- lotion is nearly always preferable._ the Book of Judges? : is no question that the call of.the

tory was already assured by Jeph- '. "Aswith most Hebrew words, hen is : : . • - , , .. patriarchsand th(_pi'omisesg{vento
• . not an abstract tem_but expresses - .........' _ . them constituted acts.of divine
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grace. Likewise. the deliverance sliding,oppression by someenemy Old.Testamentand its characters,or man of God. And this qonfidence clothed Gideon."This s paralleledin rael which causes the writer of the
from Egyptian bondage, followed by repentance,and deliveranceby a di- drawing.a direct line from the Old was to spring out of confidence in the admonitionof Paul in Eph. 4:24, Epistle to the Hebrews to include

the covenant experience, at Mount vinely appointed judge. (See Judg, Testamentto the New Testament in gracetheemofpoweringGod."The LordPresenCeiswith you,andafter_AndthePutlikeness°nthe neWofGodnature'intrueCreatedrigh-these11:32-34.menas heroes of faith. }in
Sinai, and the conquest of Canaan 2:7-19 for a summarydescription of such matters. However.we can be - "
under Joshua were also expres- this oft-repeated cycle.) confident that Scripture as a whole you mighty man of valour"•'(v. 12, teousness and holiness"(RSV).The
sions of divine.igrace, celebrated in Despite Israel's repeated expres- is consistent with itself,_nd the win- RSV), . Greek.verbin this text has the same NotesA further indication of em- Sense of putting on a garment, be- _ c. RyderSmith,TheBibieDoctrineofGrdce
Israel'shymns (Exod.15:1-18; Judg. sions Of unfaithfulness to God, the ciple of empowerment of God's peo-
5:2-31 • as well ,as numerous Book of Judges eloquently portrays pie byth e presenceof His Spirit is a powennglgrace in the life of Gideon ing clothed. In this vivid description -(Lo_o,:EpworthPress.1956),D.8.'• 2. JamesStrong, Strongs Exhaustive COncor-

' - occurs.inthe statement inv,34, "But concerningGideonwe see the truth _ance¢Na_vmo:CrusadeBiblePubltshers,n.d),p
psalms), and acknowledged n her that He readily responded to their common factor of grace in both Tes- the Spirit of .the Lord took pos,, of God's empowering grace in the 41ofHebrewaedChaldeepictionary.3 'Francis Brown S, R: Driver, C. A. Bdggs. The
history, sincere plea for mercy and restora-, taments, session of Gideon," noted earlier. It Book of Judges in its ,clearest and New Hebrew and English LexC'cn (Lafayette, Ind.:

Judges fills an _mportanthistorical tion with compassion and grace, In thecase of four of the,judgesit is significant that the Hebrew verb st_arpestfocus. AssociatedPublishers&Authors.1980}.pp.335"36
gap betweer the initial conquest of This is not .to suggest'that there is isrecorded that the Spirit of the Lord used here means to put on a gar- -In conclusion it is this em- 4..0.EBurney,The-Book.ofJudges(Lon_on:
Canaan.and the inauguration of the such a thing as cheapgrace or that empowered them for their respec- 5.C.C.R)'neTheGtaceofGod(Chicago:Moody
monarchy,tellinghow God delivered God is somehowsoft on Sin,Rather, rive tasks. The_;e four Ere Othnlel ment, to be clothed. Thus..the text po_,ering grace of the Spirit-of the a,vihmons,m20),p,cxx,.
His penitent people from periods of we are to draw from Israel'sexperi- (3:lO);•Gidebn (6:34);Jephthah (11: says literally, "TheSpirit of the Lord Lord upon the_udgesof ancient Is- eross..!9(i3).P. 13. "

invasion and harassment by [letgn- ence as recorded in.Judges the fol- 29); ane Samson (13:25. 14:6). We " : . -
boring peoples, owing truth: rnay. safely assume that a similar _, _ ---, "_="_'_-'_-_::'_='=_'_=_"_'___ , - _ - - _ -_ - -_" - " "=.

Throughout this entire sequence gracious empowermentof the Spirit
of historical events it is essential to True repentance is always fol- came to the remaining judges, el-
the biblical point of v!ew to interpret Iowedby a renewalof divine favor though this.is not stated specifically. SER/V_ON STARTERS'ON SAMSON .suggestS.meanness,GOd'SHiscompanymeth°dSisgreat.andmeanSsamsonariseillustratesfrOm
all Of this spiritually--itis the work [grace]• The fact that God deals in the text. rContinuedfrompage22) that.GodneedSonly an availableperson, andthen He

:of. God on behalf of His people in with nations and in'dividualsin ac, In dealing with these expre_ssions supp!iesall the needs. .
loving faithfulness.-The initial call to .. cordance with their regard or dis- of the Spirit's empowerment, the B. _rheAngle of the Eager .. A. The Availabilityof Necessities.
Abraham was of God, as were the rega_:dforHis.rhoral laws offers _ preacher.should note the vari@tions In a remarkable.displayof 10vefor his treasonous 1. God has promised to supply all our needs.
•promises, renewed to successive lesson the emphasizing of v_hich in Wording.In the cases.of Othniel . countrymen, Samson did not want to hmieto slay "What is .that in thine hand?" introduced "i
patriarchs; the deliverance_ from can_never become superfluous, and Jephthah the Spirit.of the.Loi'd his brethren. He obviously did not signal his through Moses God's ability to take things that
Egypt was by the mighty hand of the Evena_ this early date in this his- 'came u_on" them. The Hebrew - punches ih th's subtle strategy (15:12b,1.3a), - are not to bring to naught things that are.
Lord; .Canaan was conquered be- . tory .'ofrevelation these badtc verb used here does not designate C. The Anticipation of the Agnostic . , 2. God willaccept the surrenderof the naturaland
cause the Lord fought for Israi_i;and truths are reflected in human ex- an abstract or ontological state of . - Satan has_;e_,eatedhis inferiorityto Ohrist through transform it that we may prove what is the
the victories of the judges were due peiience.4 • . being, but rather refers to a happen- the-ages. The philistines either refused, to ac; good, acceptable, and perfe(Jt will of God

ing, an event, or experience_ knowledge .that Samson's strength was fi'om (15:15a)i . •
to Yhepower of the Lord, F6r our purposes, we would es- With Gideon (6:34) the Spirit ofAll of this reflectsa consistent pat- Jehovah and thus could not be restraineC with 3.-Samson needed.a weapon.-A Saturday night

. .pecialiy emphasize the.gracious re- the Lord "took possession of Gid-. ropes,or they were sLmplyso spiritually blind that special jawbone was providentiallywithin hand
tern of biblical inierpretation which sponse of Godto Israel'strue repen=- eon.' (This is the rendering of the they could neither see nor understand:this mys- reach.
carries on through the.prophets and tance by providinga delivererin the Rsv: the KJV simplyrepeats "came tery clear to the end of Samson's life,Excep"tfor B. The ActivityOf the Appointed •
the apostles (including Revelation). person of.ajudge. These individuals upon Gideon,': and does not accu- ':the treacherous trap of Di_lilah,they kept making 1. Jesus usedmud ina miracle.Jehovahused the
Thus grace is descriptive of God's were raised -up by God and made rately reflect the different Hebrew the same stupidattempts to immobilizehim and jaw.of a dead donkey in the.hand of Samson.
dealingswith His people,e{Jenin na- effective instruments of deliverance verb used here. See the"further dis-tional and international consld- indeed seemed .to forget the secret she had ex- :2. Weoften spend precious years searching for,a

on behalf of His oppressed people, cLissionon this text below,) tracted fronrihim (16:22; 15:13c-14a), more refined tool.instead of getting on with the
erations. It is in this broad• general Ry[ie says.."The 14 judges were an In regard to Samson, one refer- " - :
sense that grace is not only present overplus of grace for the recurring- ence (13;25)says, i'And.the Spirit of D. The Ability of ithe Anointed aplqointed mission using what God has sup-
in Judges but is essential to its lapses into idolatry."s the Lord began to stir (move) him"; " " Jesus is able to set at iberty the captive and.set plied(15:15b).- C.The Applicationof the Available
proper.interpretation. " prisoner free;- .

The pastor who preaches from Gracious Empowerment the second reference (14:6) de- tlh.%hefact that.the lords oi•.- • . - C}ares,"the Spirit of. the Lord came. the Philistines were 1..Some would justify the application of the aw-
Judges needs to be aware of this
general historical context and this The finai Considerationof gracein mightilyupon him" (RSV). completely baffled as to Samson's source of -bone•to the hips and thighs of his traitorous
expressJonof'divinegrac'ebeforehe Judgesconcernsthemenwhowere Special attention needs to be strength.lends:credence to the possibility that • countrymen. Samson madeno such grievous
can appropriately make application empowered by God's Spirit in order given toGideon and his experience he appeared to be a very ordinary man, error,to accomplish His purposes OfdeUv- of empowerment through the Spirit 2. God delights in making the weak mighty, em= 2. Godsupplied the weapon and the power.Sam-

powering thepowerless, and making the re- son applied it properly to theenemy, .to the contemporary scene of. the erance, In the caseof the judges the of the Lord. We are first introduced -.. 3. The Word and the Spirit are necessities, avail-
truth in this book. Once aware of specific effect of the Spirit is that of to.Gideon as a rather fearful farmer jected stQnethe Chef Cornerstone.
this (:ontext and expression of di- The unc0me_inessof Calvary'SCentral Char- able•to us (15:15c).

.vine grace,heor she canconfidently empowe_ment,which also is oneof threshing wheat in a winepress " D. rhe Accomplishment of the Purposeful
the most important era Dhases (6'.11);lackin.gin faith ("But now the - • acteris to those.who refuse the anointing of 1. Samson seemed.to havea one-track mind.

proclaim•tile power and blessing Of. which the New Testamentmal_esre- Lo_'dhas cast us off, and given us the eyesalve of the EternalApothecary.
God on behalfof His people in ful- garding the sanctifying grace of the into'the handof Midian,"v. t3, RSV); As the angel of the:Lord worked wondrously 2. Samson's determination to destroy the Phi-

filling-His redemptive purposes,. Holy Spirit(e.g., Acts 1:8). , ("my clan for his awestruck parents, so the Spirit of the listines is most remarkablewithin thecontext oflacking in self-confidence a nationalsuicide pact and his own passion for
The New Testament doctrine of is the weakest in Mar_asseh,and I Lord came mightily u_bonSamsonand the com- pulchritude,

An "Overplus" of Grace grace which centers on the personal amthe least, in my family" iv, 15, monbecame.theconaueror. 3. On this sideof Calvaryand Pentecost we enjoy
.... However.within Judges there is- redemption and transformation of RSV]); and a doubting Thomas ("If a victory Samsondid not know.Through Christ

also a narrower historical context the individualthrough .Christhas not now I ,have found favor with thee, III...Text:NeedjudgesSUpplled15:lS.16forGod's Appointed - " we are delivered fromthe body of death and
which brings the reality of grace in yet come to light in the OlcJTesta- then show me a sign that. it Is thou given new life and a new heart toenable us to
this book into sharper focus...The ment. Accordingly, one needs to who-speakest :with me" iv. 17, Intro.: Cain complained that his circumstancescaused hisdeclension. His company isgreat. "[he fall walk in the statues of the Lord.All we neee for
overallpicture of Judges is one of a guard against reading New Testa- RSV]). It •wasnecessary to awaken
series or repeated cycles of back- ment:Christian experience into the in Gideonthe warner,the leader,the of mar!is traceable to the kicking of the traces. Satan victory is in Jesus (15:16). '_'
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-- (v.7). '1 long ._'_teryouall" (v. 8).He evangelicals..Toomany pastors are pastorate basically for what he gets
addressed them as "'my joy and in the parish ministry,to an extent at out of it.

- crown"(4:t), least, for.what they can get out of it. _ Foc'us on the people's
. " _ .- .. _ . If you genuinelylove people,itwill In 2_19-21Paul contrasted the un- U needs. Pastor Paul wrote, '1

.... . . show.They will detect it. Lovethem sel{ishTimothy with others, i hope desire fruit that may abound to
. - , • for what they are. and for what they he exag_]erateda littie Whenhe.In- your account" (4:17),

• can become, Love thqm because mentbd, "For all seek their own." Whet you enter your office early

.,=...,_ _ I=,_ _.r_ ._,,_. 111,.I lf=,_ . Go.d loves them, made them, re- Paulwas "lowkey"evenabouthis intheweek, is it with a doleful. "Oh.

THE Y._=,_' I\'U K-'_' .-,. deemed them. They may not yet own physical and emotional needs rye got to get two rhore.,ermonS.o,
have responded to the{ redemptipn, (4;10-18).Weshould be too. We cer-" before next Sunday! What a gr nd'?

-.. but Iovi_them anyway, tainly should not promote.our luxury Or rather, is it with,a concerned
• .Speak words of appreciation.. "needs," reputation needs, ego heart cry. "Lord, help me this week,

APTITUDE : [hank your Sunda_School teachers needs, ecclesiastical "needs." We both inand outof the pulpit,tomeet

for.teaching, your organist for play- -shouldask ourseK,es, "Am I in this the needs of people"?
• ing, your ushers for ushering, your pastorate to feather myown nest,or True, we should aim for homi- ' "

..... " treasurer for keeping books and to climbto a higher rung on the ec- letical skill and public-s'peakingex-

FORATTITUDES .payingbills.Occasionallyexpress to clesiasticalladder.orforgreaterself-cellence. But in goinginto the pulpit,

• : your board or congregationyour exposure to the church and to.the " our greatest concern should be,

• _ heartfelt gratitude for a _.-'omfortable world?" "Lord, pleaseenable me to speak to• parsonage (or housing allowance) Preacher.why down deep are you needs today• Use me to bring help,
" • -. . " '; and theirsupport inprayer,finances,, so concerned about or interested in healing, grace to those out there

, and.encoulaging woi'ds. Thank yourself?. . who are• lonely, hurting• discour-
by RendelCosand . .. • them fbr that vacation time. ' " t don't agree with Quaker founder aged,, perplex'ed, disappointed,.

Pastor,-UpRiverFriendsMeeting - - Wedon't have to be gushy or.flat- George Fox on the definition of double-minded,hungry,guilty, hard-
" Belvidere.N.C. ": • • . . tering. Wecan and should,be appre- "hireling ministry." He thought that hearted. stubborn,deceived."This is

- - " - .. ciative, respectful, interested, con- n'o one should receive money for far more important than."getting
_l, ttitude is moie important than rooftop. .Of him Bishop Marcus anger toward (l_e'°board member cerned, preaching. (George had some througn another sermon."

" AI_ aptitudeF With these words a Loane commented. "No one ever who disagrees with his program, or moneywithoiJt doing secularwork. I Written from prison, this great let-

businessman commencement Knewhowoften that roof was the the elder who "opposeS progress," _I! Acknowledge people's don't know t_ow he got it,)'l don't ter (Philippians) is minus lamentsspeaker,challenged .a central Ohio silent witness to his signs"or his or the people Who give hima rough '-It needs_ think that a preacherwho accepts a and complaintsand self-pity,abot_t.
highschoolgraduatingclass. If this tear's." . -, time: Spite:has no place in,any - Pastor. how commendable check froma churchtreasureror a the writers hardtimes. Paul'sheart
is true in the secularworld.,it is also . Chri_tiari certainly not in the minis-- that you think of your people as ove offerifig from a c0ngregatiQnis goesoutward, not inward.Hecloses
tl;ue n the sacred. If this is a maxim fl Pastors, let us guard against ter. ..... -
for the personin the pe_v,it apples A#' becoming angrywith people, n philippians,,chapter 1, Paul great and that your relationshipis neceSsai'ilya "hireing." But a hire- ' .'with"My God shall supplyall your
alsoto the personin the pulpit." I hearda prominentChristian writesof "some"who -preachChrist warmand loving.Ontheotherhand, ling is one who is more _:oncernecl needaccoi'dingto hisrichesin glo_• don't allow friendship,admiration, aboutself thanservice whqisin the by ChristJesus" (4:19). .- _"

In a recentStudyof the Book.of psychologisttell of counseling a even of envy and strife .. sup-
Philippians,I havebeenintriguedI_y pastor.The lattercame to him a_)out posing to add affliction to my closeness,to blindyouto theirdeep
some truths suggested there re- a bad relationshipwhich hewas hav- bonds•"Instead of getting all uptight spiritual needs. " -
gardlng the pastorand his attitudes ing with a man in his parish•With a or lashing back, Paul rejoices be: This is a mistake.that parents of- . "
toward people, tense voice the pastor spoke of his cause "Christ is preached,'i regard- ten make-with their children. We •

The pastor should _lgonlze "concern" for the man, The coun- less of the motive, "The supply of tend tolhink of our children as well
over people. Paul did. In an- selorcalled to the _astor'sattentiod the Spirit of Jesus Christ" (v.,19) behaved, religious, special to us, L _ I

guish he wrote of the earthly hlsclenched fists.Finally the pastor . consistenthelpedhis attitudepe0ple.tOward.weneedSUChthatin" mayandsurelYbeslowly"g°°d"butsurelyMeanwhilegoingtheYthe T ,/_\:_-A-J__mindedin3:18-19a:"For many walk, admitted, "You know, I think maybe '. j
of whom I.have told you o|ten, and rye be_n angrywith him for about .Spirit too. • way of the wor da.nd substituting _ , ' .' .. "
nowteUyou'evenweeping, thi_tthey twoyears,..rveneverbeenable.to Pa.l more than oncehad to guard self;righteousnessforsalvation.-pastor "'" '- ._L(J-_/_-I_
are the enemles of'the cross of ", recognize and admit.it myself., i I againstharshness.Hewas more apt It's possible-for a friendly ._ .._._/

Chdst: whose end is destruction," knew alralong that he was angry at to be harsh than Barnabas• for ex- to b"blind to his people's.spiritual . ,_ ._-_'_ I I II-_.l " - _4/._L:_,_ _-__.=_ _ample. The late'i'nissionary Charles .n,eds. His rose,tinted glasses may . ._ABE%I_--

doomed. To the church,he wrote in Pastor Moses.becamea,ngrywith Cowman once wrote .Bi.ethren,le-tHe saw perishing soul_ lost and me." keep him from spotting the Wolves /__i i i i.i}i/i!}ii!_ri_, __ 1-....i:

Galetians4:19, "My littlechildren,of "the church in the wilderness in the it.not be saidof us that we are holy wh ch nvade and destroy the flock. .
whom I travail in:101rthagain•until desert of Zin. His outburst of "Hear but hard," Our spirit must be tem: • - Not so with Paul, He praye_ " . "

.. Christ be•foi;medin you." " now. ye rebels" {Num. 20:10) cost pered with tenderness. • (1:9-11) for those Christians to be. loving and without offense, and to

When Paul bade farewell _tothe. him an entrance into the land of _._ Appieciatepeople. Pastor,ev_.- be.filled. He urged their unity andEphesian elders, he reviewed his .Canaan,
ministry among them with these True,there is a holy anger.Jesus _ ei'y person in y0urparish, in . ; steadfast courage (1:27). He re-- buked complaints and arguments i
words in Acts 20:31:"Remember. drove money changers•out of the your community,•is just as Im-
that by the space o_ three years I Temple•And. before healing a crip- portent as you are. This Includes (2:15) and exhorted to consistent,-godly living_And he warned them .
ceased not to warn every,one night pled hand (Mark 3), Jesus lookedon those who are different, those (3:2)tO "beware of evil workers" -/" •
and daywith tears,".... the unbelievers"with anger, being whom you don't understand; those _,_-

For53 years pastor of HolyTrinity, grieved.-for .the hardness of their hard to reach•
" v ._:_ Pastor, don't •focus on your -Cambridge, the _]reat soul winner hearts (. 5),. Paul appreciatedpeople. '_1thank

and evangelical Anglicap preacher Nevertheless,it is dangerqusand my. God L_pon every remembrance _._ own needs. " " -
Ch_.desSimeon i_rayeddaily on his often carnal for the ;}astorto have " ofyou"(t:3)."lhaveyoulnmyheart" ... - So many do, even.among . .
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" by Herbert McGonigle converts. Nor was it obsequious ("words of flattery"),. ,RSV). The sheer hard work of the Thessatonian mission ._
• - Lecturer in Greek. •flattering men into a false Christian'security that ignored is brought dut emohatically. Paul and Elias had laboured

" the necessity of repentance and confession. It was not and toiledand done it dayand night, The inference hei'e" " " _ " British Isles Nazarene College,_
• _ Manchester. England avaricious ("a cloakfor greed'")..In this missionary party is that Paul.worked some manua! employment (he was- - there was no Balaam or Gehazi oi Ananias. Finally, a tentmaker, by ti'aining, Acts 18:3) _nd so did the other

Paul's.proclamation waS. not r)iet_ntious ("nor di_ we missionaries, to prevent any financial burden falling on

" " " _ " " ' i ' •' " seek glory from men"); these church pfanters had not the Thessalonians. Paul andhis colabourers were not

Church Planting. ustood on their dignity," demanding service and privi-, ashamed to work witli their hands to provide thetr own

•lege,. ;.. ve hood and.whiTe this may be neither possibTe nor
.necessary in modern church planting, it does underline

" ... 3: Endearing Gentleness. for us the importance of beiny honest, industrious work-

._-L,_._I_--WI__L_ "We were gentle among you. ike a nurse taking care of men- ln this calling, theresim01y isn°substitutef°rhard
New Testament her children" (v. 7. RSV). Having presented his strong work.denials in reply to.the false charges made by.his op- 6. Provedlntegrity(v. 10)

ponents, Pau now turns to the positive.side of his minis- -
- - try and that of his colleagues, Theirs was a mLnistry "You are witnesses, and God also, how holy and dgh-

• . characterized by love and.self-giving Paul's comparing teous and blameless was oiJr behavioi'.to you believers'_
.- • . - • himself to a nurse may at first seem a little surprising, (v. 10, RSV). Our ministry is always open to t_oth human

The church planting mission to Thessalon_ca was un- "great opposition" (v. 2). In spite of.this, Paul and Sitas -- " illuminating a side of the apostle's character we might scrut{ny and divine.evaluation, and Paul is not afraid tc
.l dertaken with conspicuous divineguidance. Paul boldly persevered without regard to the-personal dan- .not re._dily thinkof_When the occasion demanded. Paul appeal toboth. "You are witnesses, and God also."
was planning to traveleast into Bithyniabut the "Spirit of ger involved. '" . '.. could.openly rebuke.Peter (Gal. 2:11), dispute warrfily Without exegeting each of the three adverbs in detail,
Jesus" headed him off {Acts 16:7) Instead. Paul was Most of us will know nothing ofviolent opposition like with' Barnabas (Ai_ts 15:37-39), and publicly castigate ' we note that "holy" refers primarily to the inner dispost-
-called" to Eut'ppe. After a turbulent mission-in.Philippi, that. but there are other situations.that no less dem._nd Elyrnas the sorcere( {Acts 13:8-1.1), but among his lion, and "righteous" has to do with'all outward conduct
Pau headed for -the chief city of Macedonia-- • the same quality of endqrance inspired by the Spirit.- Thessalonianconvertshe was as gentle as a nurse, and behayiour These two are stated positively; then
Thessaloni_;a. Itwas the governmental, commercial, and Ours will not be theexperience of mob violence, but it " . Here is a picture of protective pastoral care; the church..'follows a negative adverb, "b!ameless," embracing bbth

social hub of the region--and it had a.Jewish syn- may be the disheartening continuance of indifference to l"::- planter dourishes. cares, ar)d provides for the spiritual the former.and adding up to.a total of uncompromlsed
agogue. " " our ministry, utter carelessness ab(Jul spiritual things, .growth of those whom the LOrd has given to him. " integrity. Tl?eir integrity'was a proof of the gospel they

In acomparatively short time a devout congregation and the genera d s nterest that regards us as qnwanted preached.
thrived in Thessalonica. Its zeal and example soon be- anachronisms. To continueour ministry with zeal and '4: Sacrificial'Self-gwing - " . , " " " •
came known throughout Macedonia and Achaia (1 enthusiasm'in those circumstances will require bold- _ "So.'being affectionately desirous of you: we were ready 7. Sollcitious Affection (vv. 11-12. -17-20)
Thess. 1:8)..In the second chapter of 1 Thessalonians, ness born of the sure call of God tO us. - ! to share with you not only the gospel of God but also In an, Paul changes the figure of his commitment from

• our own selves, because you had become very dear to that of a nurse.to that of a father. He had exhorted and

Paul writes, a sort of "apologia" for. church planters, ship - [ us" (v. 8, RSV). Paul and Silas g_ve to the Thessalonian encouraged and charged every one of these Thessa-
HoPeful!y we can rewew it with profit. 2: ScrupulousSteward (vv. 3-6) " : • church not only the gospel and their time and energy Ionians.to live a life worthy of God. Paul's concern was
1. Intrepid Boldness . . Paul seeaksin v. 4 of his ministry as approvedof God to '

"Though we had already suffered and been shamefully bepisteuthenai to euaggelion which the RSV and NIV and sacrificial labours, but they gave also their very not merely to count convert_ but to make disciples-. selves, Paul .speaks of being. "affectionately desirous" men and.women in Whose lives :was to de,seen the "
treated at Philippi, as you know, we had courage tn our Ilappily translate as 'entrusted with the gospeL" To be (Gk, homeiromenoi), a term that long was uncertain until likeness"of Christ. Such was the apostles* affection for
God to declare'to you the gospel of God in the face of gLventhe stewa_'dship of the gospel is a solemn respon- a tomb inscription illustrated it. using-it to 'express the these believers that Paul speaks in v. "17Of being "or-
great opposition'.' (v. 2. RSV). At Philippi. Paul and Silas sibility and Paul argues his apologia pro vita sua with six deep.yea.rnmg of sorrowing parents over a dead child, phaned" of them when forced to leave ThessalonLca.
had been flogged, an experience-not quickly forgotten, strong negatives. - . These apostles really oared about their converts"and But that.wa_ not all. They had an intense.longing to
But the pain of the whipl_ng was not all; the apostles His proclamation of th_ gospel was not erroneous thought no sacrifice too great to make for them. *eturn (v. :18),-for. their love for.the.Thessalonians made
had been publicly insulted and humiliated. A little later at ("does not spring from error" [v. 3, _SV this par.]), i.e., it separation painful. Nothing mattered more to these
Thessalonica it looked as if there was gotng to be a did not rest on imaginzitions, illusions, or det_eptions. It " 51 Honest Labour church p anters than the spiritual growth of their con-
repeat of the Phil I_pian experience. Luke"tells Us that was not prestiglous("Unc!eanness'_, exalting Paul rather ' " ' " ""For yOU remember our labor and,toil, brethren; we verts, The ai_ost es: hope end joy and crown and glory
the whole city was in anuproar against the missionarii_s, than Christ It was not' devious ("nor isit made with workednightand day, that-we might not burden any of (vv 18-19) was the growtng _n grace of their spiritual. -
incited ioytlie Jews {Acts 1.7:5),and Paul describes it as guile"), a clever marl pulatioh of emotions tol ensnare y_u. while we preached to you the gospel of God- (v. 9,:. children. _'

[
. * , , - " .

CARL' BAKER RESIGNS I_ ,.ore excitingthe. them all,* " 30 of their adult members as "mls- They expect to be readyto organize. " His'wUlior'us at thi_.time,'_'wdtesPastor

LARGE PASTORATE; = saysPastorCsdBakerof the new "stonailes." _hesa 30 Will open their In12 monthsfrom thelr;Octol_er4 inl- Cad. "It Is d boldstep for.my family.,IGettysburg Project for Which he re- homes.to..fellowshipministriesin the t!ationdate, They .further proect the thankGod for their confirmingdedica-
cently resigned his .large pastorate at.• new area,Will,_erveOnboardsand cbm- launchingof ano_er new cq.ngregatio_, tion,"

SETSPRECEDENTFOR Columbus First Church of the Naza- mittees, and willattend nilthe services in' cooperationwith Columbus First . .J, Wilmer Lambert. dtsidct supedn- " :.
CHURCH ILANTiNG rene._he Cad Bakershave oastoredat of the churchregularly for a 12-montll Church,withina'three-ye_-ped¢_:l, ' tendentof C,entml Ohlo District,s'ays,

" West Chester,Pa.; Grand Rapids First; pedod.' "For the Bakers [t Was not a hasty "The'sacrificialand dedicated move of
.... . ....... ". - Pasadena Bresi_e;and CoturnbusFIrst _.'rhenevLchurct_ilrnoeLIna:pub_= declslon=t_o__ea..v,eane.-_..-al_-.i_s._¢hurch+th.e.BakersLwe_t_h!n st_;d';t_/t r

• . churches."............... schoolfacilityIn the northwestquadrant with 506 meml_ersmr a nonexistent ..win se[.a pu_=,, pu_ _p-=,--- -
: • The _oardof ColumbusFirst Church of Columbuswhlcl_theyhaveleasedfor one. It followed weeks of heart- pastors of larger churcheswho would " " ":'

backedthe Bakersunanimouslyin this a day-care center the past year.,Pur- searchingand prayer._'Mrs;Baker,our be willingto make this,type of commit- ,
move seni:l!rl.galongto tl_enew project cha_eof this buildingIs.Intheirplanning, boys,andI believethisIsGod'splanand ment foi',churchplanting," . _ •
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by Don Budd
Pastor. First Church of the Nazarene

• Eau Claire, Wis. :__" . :" . °. ,
,t,

". . - .

The Minister's Study
Habits , ,

T

or Lack Thereof
• Atour recerlt pastors' "and Wives' retreat Leslie' Par- (_fall iheo ogical ihought, we are also receiving signals

rott made the statement. "The library room is the that theolog=cal unrest is part of.the quest that has been
most important.room in our home." That statementre- g_ven to the church for all time..It is the quest for a
flects the paramount importance of study--that integral deeper and richer understanding of the unsearchable , • .

PREACHIfNGdiscipline in the life of a.m nster. . . r_ches of the gospel. '7 " He anointed and ecluipped men! _.
. Ralph Earle said to a class of seminarians, '_Ladies The why behind stucly becomes obviousmpastors _ " . • He led and recompensed men:w th.victory.
and gentlemen, if you_are going to.study properly, _/ou ale a part of the theological process in that we -are • ' - . _He is' effective in and through men.. • •

"From that time Jesus began to preach:.... So preaching becomes a human/divine .combi-
will have to keep the seat of your pants on.theseat of consistently teaching our parishioners theology. This is " " In doing this Ch_:ist established ihe priority and_the chair." William Greathouse during a district assembly " -an awesome responsibility{ We must be as correct as " "

admonishedthe..... pastors "to take seve_ra}hours of each .. possib e. The eterna dest hies of our peop e lie with us. • " power.of preaching. . " " signment,'thenati°n"PreachingvastiSch_.llenge,thegreattheCall,jife.dominating,thegreat as-day for serious study." . We:influence their thinl_ing in an eternal way... - . .. it pleased _3od by the |oo _shness of. .soul-firing force, " ".'
It was John Westey's conviction that if a man did not. preaching to save them that believed' 1' Cm;inthi- 'The Rib e uses the wo_dnreaehina and its var

have all in¢lination toward study, he was never called.' What to Study • • • .... .... - oans 1 21) In this statement the Btble clearly pro-- " : .... - .a/ions nearly 150 times.in/be'Old and New Testa.
into the ministry. " ' ffseems that all great.preachers, ancient and contem- claims the importance of th s_preachin9. " " m'ents. There is no record 0f failure in preac:hing."
• William Barclay makes the statement; "The °teffche_" porary,,have their favorite areas of interest yetall have ' It is awesome, to realize that God is depending] When God-is 'in' it, evil is Confronted andpushed
must never teach without the r_ost careful and. con_ common denominators. Pastors such as Dietrich E_on- on "preaching" to b_:in9 to pa_s. the salvation o[ back and decision for Christ is offered, lt'is.then '
scientious' preparation. If the task is of such awe- hoeffer, Karl Barth. W. A. Criswe[l, Charles Sp.urgeon, . wgen! . " • ' " • " • " ." that the;hearer stands ai the "9o den door."
Inspiring importance, then to approach it unprepared is " G. Campbell Morgan, D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, and many • We must acknowledge., for our own good and praat-hlnn'_...... _ ..............,_ff,_rh;,_ hoen rala_t_;,_,..... _>h" ..,e-mr_ _-.h't

nothing less than:sin.' Bai'clay offers this I_een and ottlera seemto agree :that the followingareas need . thepossible reaching of humanity that the essen- the price of so'doing is tragedy - " " :
penetrating insight: "The harder a man works and thinks careful study: . tial pu'rpose of preaching is to gain personal deei- '. ,If a person knows all the writings o_"men and •
and studies to find out the meanlng of the Word of God. 1. Theology. To study theol0gy would include apolo- " siens to seek and lind God--this fact we_a's knows not the trdths.6f the Bible he lael_s the
the more the Holy Spirit can reveal to him.''2 .getics, dogmaticsi (Barth. Carl E H..Henry, or.Ber- , preachers must never forget! . . _ . 'knowledge most needed, essential, and practical

W. A. Criswell is of 0ie opinion that "no man can meet k0uwer), systematic theology (Wiley, Pope, Miley, Til- "Ib make this happen God has the. unbeatable • /or life " • •
" " eombmat on of a man and H_s Word Toqetller ......the demands of a pulp!t who does not constantlyand lich). The indivldual disciplines, e.g. Christology , - " " ' ., . [fa person knows only the Bible and is ignorant

. earnestly _tudy."_ He amplifies his thought further b_/ . (Bonhoeffer, Schillebeeckx) ecclesiology hamartiology they become the mighty force" for salvation 'on o| what men have wiitten he knows What matters
suggesting."Take.time for prayer and study and prepa- (K0hn). " " " earth..It is unfl3inkable t11at God'would shackle most and with it he can learn how to live--it has
ration. If the message is of little cost to the preacher, it.. 2. Chl.lrch history; Phil!ip Schaff History of the Chris- himse f and His program on earth to a weak inef- 'in t/uth.been called "the Book of life." ..
Will be of little _,alue to the congregation."' tian Church, is excellent, as well as the works of La- [ective,'defeatab]e gesture. ' . .... " Churet'ies and denominations have been known

It is almost self-evident.that a pastor will be a consis- touretle. Also any study of the church fathers is good. The Bible at many.times proclaims the power" to stray frompreaching. Men are prone to do less
tent student. Allow me to give a couple of reasons, 3. Commentaries and critical studies. W. A. Cris- M God's Word--n0 too} so mighty as/he Word. than Oreael_and .vet call it oreachina, .

well felt this was especially importaht. It is hard to rec- • We read also in t_i_t Sc_ml_lBookkabo:t uGOddeUsaed "Letus review In our minds what'p'reachin9 real- -
. Study Is Important . ommend a oarticular commentary because the needs of men who aecomp she . . ", 'ly is and strive at all times of public speaking to do

Leander Keck says, "The pastor needs to be a work- each pastor are so vastly different. The commentaries I verse circumstances. • • " • " - " it ' .' " ' . "
ing theologian in order to be an effective preacher. ''s I read10 years ago I seldom use now--yet they were _ He chose and changed men! : • . The'Church of the Nazarehe urges thts..We are
believe that as pastors we are beneficiaries not only of important then. As we progress in our li_arrling, wewill • He ca ed and commanded ment ' , _i.church'of one Book. We believe in a G0d-cal!ed

ministry, We believe
the theological process,:but,as participants in the theo- need different commentaries. , " . . i " ' ': " " " " _: ' ' " ," a pure heari that you and your Bible with

4. Everything. 8purgeon was of the opinion the pas- - • - . i " " " and eager mind and led by the Holy .

mustOgiCas_dy.pr°cess"If our contributi0n is to be yiable, we. for. should read widely, in.every field: (1)you preach to _i " ...., : . . . Spirit are able.to accoml_]ishlZlis willm-where you
G. C, Berkouwer-shares the insight "that theology people.in every Walk of life and (2) theology addresses " are, now! " : " ' " " ' "

likewise should not pretend to be an unmoved guardian • and permeates every area of life. He felt a/so that effec, _ ' ' -.. . . We are not wrohg in diis firm itai/h in you under

of the truth. As a matter of fact, theology shows little tive illustrations could,be taken from things read. i : " . fl]0se conditions. ....

sign of serene, immobility. Thereis restless searching 5. Biographies. Reading about thelives of great men : _ Ge,lc,roi ,_up_,rhffeI_dmlt Christ set the pattern for Us when He said, "Igoing on, a groping for ways to Understand tile gospel and women can enrich us. Their hardships, victories, /-I. Lewis • " ' must preach the Jdngdom of God.
more clear y.,,0 .: .... reading habits, self-discipli_e, etc. can be Inspirational to • " " , . • '

He goes on to say, "But, Conscious as we are of the us as well as instructional. " _ .

unrest and the hesitations, the zigzag lines and the self- 6. The Bible. The.primary importance ofstudying the.
corrections, we are experiencing not only the limitations Bible is assumed,

(Continued on page 60)
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75 NEWCHURCHES...
IN ONE DAY

n Ohio. Texas, Florida, Oregon ... across the United OCTOBER23, J983
States and C_nada. pastors are.lea_,,Inglargo and cam- TO COMMEMORATEOUR'75th ANNIVERSARYWE WILL BE
fortable pastorates to bogln homo miss(onchurches..'lt WORKINGWORLDWIDETO PRODUCE75 NEW FULLYOR-
isbold.•dsky,challenging," writes Pastor Carl Baker of Co_ GANIZEDCHURCHESON JUBILEESUNDAY.OCTOBER23.
lumbus, Ohlo..'lt cannot succeed unless God blesses It."
But the" Bakers believe God is leading them .to leave A Diamond Jubilee plaque will be given.every church
their church, with a membership of 506; to begin a new that organizes on October 23. Every church that span-
work In Columbus, And they believe God will bless, sorsa new work will get a citation as well as the 13astors
In Nebraska, Michigan, Florida Ohio. and other districts, of [sponsoringchurches. There.lsstilltime for y'ourChurch- to build a new Bad of Chrlst In your communily, and to
entire districtsare putting shoulder to.wheel. In support organize by OctobYer23. Help your church to mal<e hlsL
of r!ew churches, with great success, tory by parenting a new. fully o{ganlzed Church of the
Established churches are sponsoring new churches in Nazarene In 1983.
South Caro na, Colorado, New York. New England .... 288 new churches to be organized from September I,
many other places. The "cluster idea" of every five .1983, to September1, 1984:ThIswillequalthenumberof
churches sponsoringd new church isbeginning to-take Churches of the Nazarene In existence at the Pilot Polot
hold. - meeting of union 1908.
Serenar ans are tanning out across the count_, taking EACHREGIONOF THEWORLD AND EACHDISTRICTIN THE
up the challenge of missionchurches, both e!hnlcland UNITEDSTATES-ANDCANADA IS.TO REPORTTO CHURCH
Anglo. EXTENSIONMINISTRIESON THEHEADQUARTERSWATSLINE
MissionAction Committees are being activated locally STARTINGAT,12:00NOON KANSASCITY TIMEON OCTO-

' _ and on districtsfor total moblizotlen. BER23 AND CONTINUINGTO MIDNIGHT•
The methods and means vary, but the missionissparked " Call |-800-821-2154 .
with enthusiasm, and the Lord isadding to the church. "111be llstenlng." "
Mission Action Is gaining impetus--with your help we Raymond W. Hum ".
can reach the goals sot for our Diamond Jubllee, Ch{Jrch ExtenslonMlnistfles " "
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- . j May 8-14, 1983

q d
.. • May 8-14, 1983

r

" " NAZARENE NIGHT AT ROME'-'-
lJ

=- MONDAY " " . " "

Family '83 iI ,a .!

• . - " NAZARENEFAMILYWEEK; i

. . " , . . MOy li;- 14

family '83 Monday :• . _ " .

,, " "" ' " _J" May 8-14 FAMILY NIGHT AT HOME " " " " " .
-'........ CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE Church of the Nazi:Irene - ' -

i
• . , _ .

" ,/" "_ - ; .. " ,- ' ' ". ' : ..:.May 8-14
--_'" ,#., . Nazarene FamilyWeek • " _.' '". ;.; - • •

• 4 .: c;nurcn or Erie-rlazarene- " I ' May 8 i

,H_._ .<_ . t/" "..... M0nd°_l
_"_, , .'_ . .......

; : ... . ;

;' _i$ In _raise of a Christlike __ .s_vE _

, , . . _ .., . .

manriage the heart of a

__ , -" _- " " " -Christlike home __ '

BABIES FOUND_ SS AI-I'ENDAI_ICE . " " • '_

NAZARENE FAMILY WEEK
APRIL 10 " '

"OUR-BABIES" DAY - . _ __ _ . May 8-14; 1983
. _

. m

CONCERNED GRANDPARENTS'. DAY __

"LOVE FINDS "A BABY" DAY " ".i.'..:" :.' - .i" " .. :. .."" ', _ " A C rist ike marriage, is the heart of a Christlike home
• " " " " .... " : i : " Nazarone Fatally Week--May 8-14

. . - - . - . " . . j
MAY 1 " ' ...... \- - .'

BABY DAY CELEBRATION . ..,- " ....: :. . • . • . . :

- MAY8 .: . " . ' . ,. '" . ' "" ": " " "
, " " " Pastor,.CIio art for your #romolion of Nazarene Family Week, May 8-I4, 1983:WriteMOTHER3 DAY -- -:- -:---- : " " . --- _.

• . . :: , --- or call fbr your free Family Week Packet.Limited supply, first come, first served.
MAY iS _ .- •: • . - Office of Marriage & Family Life. 640.1 The Paseo, Kansas City, MO 64131. (816)
ALL FAMILY DAY : ......... . ., 333-7000, Extensions 364, 365. .

" . - " 32E' - ' " " " " • SPRING II_ll CRADLE lIOM. AND SUNDAY ICHOOL CAMPAIGN • . "

. " , .' . . , •
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Begin Your NEW ASSEMBLY YEAR 4 PRACTICAL REASONS why
with the...

Wi |STER'S..
WORKBO01t

/ FOR WEEKDAY-A six-day work-schedule chart for keeping n_tations on.calls. •
appointments, and meetings.

FOR SUNDAY--

• /_ A(ull page for recording se.rcnontheme, text. songs,- "
special music• announcements, attendance, and " " " 1 Offe_ simplified accounting, understandable evento

_•. bfferings, and summarizing previods week's activities. - - . those with no formal bookkeeping training

FOR ANNUAL REPORT- ' _. J 2. G yesa detaled financialp,cture of eac
/" A systematic method of recording f," [2=:-

- _: . J nformation ne_:essaryto cutup ete your / / I-=.: • :" department and auxiliary of your church_-:.-'_' // - • • , " • ' "- ' 3. Provides the pastorwith all needed data
/" district report at the endof the church " I-'_' / "_b.!' " "" '-. O O" for preparing I},s'annual report

" " "'" _ ............. : .I I "-. 4. FleXible in its use for any church-
: L f-,_, m_,... _ ,_ . - • [ .] _'" ,t. - -_'_.._ • -:.._ .

.... •"--,-_. . ........... L_,-_--...... _ " lane' or small

• , ".., -.:%. • ; .. . n,............

.. ",r¢_,- .... . ........,.: ::,,: . :., ._ . For nearly:25 years widelyaccepted
.. . : . -........ . . -. . . _,_o_- " asan effective church record system in the

_ . ' " . Church of the'Nazarene.
• Other Features-Monthly Expenditure Reports.Memberstilpand SubscriptionRecord= dent cal.to the , ... . : • •

"Annual Report of Pastor"yorm. Also nc udes calendars:sheets for recording children dedicated, funerals,
marriages, baptisms, names and'addresses: and summary of year's activities. " ' "

All material comes m a quality, Dura-l_lus vinyl, six-ring binder with handy storage poekei in back. Pocket.slze, n addition to the Department Journal Sheets and Summary Reports are such helpful forms as:Counters •Reports
7%" x 5%" x _/_""FZ' rings v}Ith "rJush 9pen" button at end. Includes _heet lifters. Takes 7%" x 4v_'', six-ring " - (ir_-triplicate), Individual Eedgers (for local, district, general budgetsl. Monthly and Annual Reports. and Individual• : - ' . Giving Records-allir_one handy binder, " " , , . . . " , "
fillers, " " . . - .....

Instructions and sample forms provide a concise, clear• "l_ow to use" explanat on/The Dura-plus vinyl.'three-ring

.MINISTER'S DALLY wORKBOOK may be started any time of the dear. However, begun with your NEW . . binder is,imprinted in golcl.'Thumb release, Size l_)_i" x I.!._/z"for 8_z'' x 11" inserts. :
assembly year and flsed consistently througho'dt the following 12 months, it will provide fingertip information . . R-|50 Includes each el the following items .............. . ..... ;. : .. , . $15.95
fo_:'meet ng the deadline for next year's annual report, Ideal for inserting sermon notes too, _" . -

" " ', " " $8.95 : " ' " " ' " " " R-165 OFI:ERIN[_ RI-POI_T BI_,NKS 15,5 rephrase forms) S5.95
R-52 Binder.with R-51. R-53 inserts ; :. -" • : "" (Parkageof2SJ $I.95

" " R-163 CASFI DISBURSI:MEN'rs and I_ECEIPTS JOURNAL

FoFthe more than 2500 paslorsnow s ng this "'Workbook . 11-164 LEDGER Sl :ETS : r . c ) s nc Ge etal elc Budgets) IPaeka_ eol2sl $t.75 - .

r-5l Annual Replacement Refill .... . $3.00 "; R-15I MONTHLY REPORT FORMS (13 Each o[ Summam. Exoendllures, Budget Progress Form) 1! Package o[391 $1.76

R-53 Address Sheets . . ". . . . , • . (Package of 20l 50c " - R.168 INDIVIDUAl.GIVINGrECORDSFIEErS " " i (Potkageol2.5)$t.25. . . : ISe_of8 $1.75

R-SBSIOP Plain Filler (PackageofSO} $1.00 11-169 DIV1DE115 "- " " ' " $5.95

R-3101"I Binder " $6.50 .i ".- ..."- " :'. '" R.'t49 TIIREE, RING BINDER

" " ' " " " " " " " " " ' " " " " ' " A Self_containedRecordBook for
An Essential Helpmate That No PastorShould Be Without!

NAZARENEPUBLISHINGHOUSE " " :, i . . .Maintaining:. the UnifiedTreasury-System inYour Church•-. ..... .
NAZARENEPUBLISHING HOUSE ......... " PoslOffice Box527,KansasCit_,,Missaur64141

" " " .... "" - ' " PostOffice Box527,KansasCIJV,M_ssouri64441 " "
. - . • ..
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Is There Hidden

Givirlq Power
in Your Church?
Seated in YOUR congreghtion on any Sunday

morning may bfl "hidden grainy power,", people
whose giueab_e assets are unknown even to them

. . because the_ think only in

But they actually can give more; can gme
.plans which p(ouide them with additional
plans which hetp them make use c • ,_
approved tax' benefits, plans that _'" ._r
money management worries, and can _?i

bring lifetime satis]'_ct/o, asl _'_"_"_"_,_i_
m helping fulfill t Great Carom ff can all

happen through :nned .... _ :,
Programs, helping _:k_,,._ _,

own gming'power, / _
r

HiddenPlannedI _._
dedicatedpeople _ ":.,
would the ,_:_,'_;" _ "'
church while, al _)_

could turn tJ investments
.into addi INFORMA'I'IOIJ"AB()UT I IORIZ()NS WIHTE

hold real.estate which the Income Gilts Services _ IN CANADA
h of the Nazarene - Church of the Nazarene

_- 6401 The paseo - , Executive Board

people who havefew if any heirs. Kansas City, MO 64131 P.O Box 30080. Station "B"
Calgaw,Alberta

can [Jse their _'esources to enlarge their heavenl T2M'4N7

Yourchurchcanbeginhere: _

| PLANNED GIVING
I _ PROGRAMS!
l
m
I " Please send me information abgut how my chm'ch can
I benefit from the HORIZONS Planned Giving Program.

I .... I am especially interested in ihe:items i:hecked at left.
| " , " , , • .

m. i__i ' - :II A soeaker,lo piesent bib- "
Iical slewOrdshlp ona NAME

_:_/'_ .... plannea giving opllons,.

POSITION , " _ • • .

"El A weekend wil s ch/3ic in-. .... - " " " " ' " ' i ' _ "
- cluding slide ofosonla- " t'14111_PN : " ' • " ' "' "

lion. " " _'...... . "_- . ,

- " ADDRESS " - " ' " ' "

[] Brochute.s f0v church "
famines on "How Io Write

, .'_O(_.,,L_s.lol__s"6_,_,,._,._ _ a Will That WeEks.'" CITY ' " -. " - . . .
• _v_s STATE . , _ " ZIP

" I .E_ Othoi" "
I PHONE

I
32J " "

!
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THECHAPLAIN'HEIS A PASTORTOO

CAPTAINLEROYA. BEVANI
.... CHAPLAINOFCHAPLAINS

SHEPHETHE ManyNazareaeshaveservedascbap]ainsinthe
" armed forces-in the 65-year lapse between the first,

Coming to you eacn quarter from Pastoral Ministries. Wilbur Brannon. Director William Howard Hoople (191•7), and Chaplain Bevan,

LEADERSHIP • INSPIRATION '. • FULFILLMI_NT e. -ENRICHMENT now serving as full-time chaplaincy coordinator. But• Chaplain LeRoy A. Bevan, Captain, CHC, USN fret.), is
the first to head this cadre'of devoted clergy within the

li denomination, working within the structure of the Di-

COURSEOF STUDY 'DOUGLASrS vision of Church Growth in Kansas City.SHORTTENURE Bevan's assignment began May 1, 1982. Hehas set
INFORMATION IN PASTORAL his goals for the first year within what he calls a "Minis-

OUT OF PRINT-- MINISTRIES try of-Visitation." .which has .included district super- -
intendents, college presidents, and headquarters per- Alcove ChaoleinLeRoy.A. Beven.

The following books are out of print: ENDS Captain. CHC.USN(rot.),Nazarene
N9. 212 History of Christian Education. C. B. Eavey Sonnel across the U.S. and Canada, and executive Chaplaincy Co'ordinator.was as-
No. 224.2 "The Multiple-Staff Ministry, Marvin "E Jud9 Dwight Douglas came to people in' the armed services. He hag also attended the signed To oenominallonel stolusthe Nazarene Headquarters
No. 224.2b Euengelistic Bus Ministry Manual. Harold from Seattle on June _1, Far East Nazarene's Servicemen's Retreat in.Seoul, Ko- May 1 1982" - tea, and the European Nazarene Servicemea's Refreat
.C. Davis "
No. 234e Fun Plans fdr Church Recreation, Agnes Du- " 1979, to-serve' as general In Germany.

• coordinator of training in "Into his heavy travel schedule, Captain Bevan sand:
rant Pylant " " the Division of Christian
C6ntact the Distffct Board'of Ministerial Studies or Pas- wlcbes one week of each month f0r administrative du-.. - -• .. Life. He directed Teaching/Learning Conferences and . . -
toral Ministries for replacement texts, developed teacher .training materials. He also devel- ties at the headquarters office. . .With this good beglnnlng_ we urge pastors and dis-

aped several video programs.
..... On April 1, 1982, he accepted a.positlon.of leader- trict superintendents to welcome the chaplains and ' " " "their.families within your constituencies, and to make " Right: Wm. Howo[O HOODIe.first.

WHATTO DO-- . ship in the office of Continuing Lay Training (CLT).' them feela part of the Body of Christ there. Our chap- Nazarene 10 serve as spiritual
There are .several options When a book is out of print He came to Pastoral Mlnlstr es ;July 1, 1982, to assist . • leoder to servicemen.
and a replacement text ig being researched: in the new. VldeoNet Program which will provide" con- lains deed the support of their church El Ploocourlesvoll_zereneorchives"
(1) If your district has a library, look into borrowing the' tlnuing education, Information, and other pertinent ma-

book; terlal for pastors. Plans and development for this pro- FIRSTNAZARENECHAPLAIN: He engaged in a fruitful r_lnistry in the New York
.(2) Borrow the book from anotherstudent_th'e:Dls" •gram-were cut short when he accepted a call to area for many years and was known as one of tbe area's

trict Board of Ministerial Studies secretary can in- Portland (Oregon] First Church, leaving August 31. A WILLIAMHOWARDHOOPLE "'best loved and ablest exponents of entire sanc-
form you of other students who are or have been rep acement !s expected soon to carry on this Important . With World War I as Its launching pad, the Churdi of - tlflcation."
enrolled in the Christian Education program; ministry. El the Nazarene gave its first chaplain to the" men who '- When World War l came, Rev. Hoopla felt called to

• (3) Searchat Christian bookstores in your area for pos: " " " " serve their Country in time of war.' "Pop Hoolble 't as he "-minister to U.S. servicemen. His beautiful singing and .

slble availability; - ,,.,,,_,.,_rltdln_ was lovingly called by theboysin uniform literally gave excellent preaching brought him favor with the U.S.

(4).Complete other courses and return to that course _l|_l__i.l_ _ his life in that service. He died at the early age'of 5.4 as troops in France. and his' tent "was a place of almostwhen a replacement text has been selected. [S COMING. .. the result of walking over a battlefield where 'he inhaled constant consultation and praying the boys through.His

" A Monthly Videotape Subscription .Program . poison gas. • . prayers were full. of tender and uplifting compassionWilliam Howard Hoopla was born in Herklmer, N.Y., mixed with great faith."
" for Pastoral and Congregational Use in 1868,. add "was converted to Christ In his early 20s. Following the war he again took up the threads of his

CHANGED.... ' t
The following reading book for" Course No. 334a has Video Network, a communication medium for pas- Early. in his religious experience he was called o pastorat work, though .he. never again enjoyedgood

, •been changed: tars, will present unlimited training opportunities f0i" " preach. According tO an earlier edition of the Herald of health. He organized -a mission 'church in Brooklyn
Song Leading W Hines Sims, has been replaced by toasters and lay leaders, "It will also provide a church- Holiness he" "threw into the gospel: ministry the vlgo- which'later became one of the original churches to be
Five Practical Lessons in Song Leading, Don Brown. based view of current events, theological issues, and. ,rous enthusiasm and unrestrained energy of young built Into the foundation of the Ch/Jrch of'the Nazarene.manhood." All evidence l's that these attributes did not The poison gas incident cut short his ministry, and he

other pertinent, up-to-date information that pastors _t- . ".died in 1922. " El
,a. have been asking for. ._ diminish with ag e.

REVISED-- ".... • Continuing Education • Critical Issues In
:'The 1981 edition of the"HANDBOOK ON THE MINIS- " " Training Segments Pastoral Ministry '_.e Nazarene News and_Vlews • Technical.SerVices IS YOUR PASTORS' SUPPORTGROUPSTARTED?
TRY is being rizvlsed and avall._blllty is slated for Spring • And much more " "I just couldn't find opportunity to call a feUowpastor magazlne and read the case studies there: When you
1983:, " call you r pastor friend (or friends) suggest that theyand discuss the cash studies provided In the Preacher's

Watch for . ' ' Magazine last quarter.' But the need in my life is still " bring the r Preacher's Magazine als6 so you can discuss
further anouncements about there an_ 1wish l had." the case Studiestogether.

• " With this as an opener it will be easy for you to share
I_r,.ra,nn," . . "Is this where you are now? • -

REMINDERll " closed-boolconlp:-Please :.' " _I-_.'_ I_ "_k_,,w.t_ __-- Then call that pastor frJend NOW and make a lun" your problems and d ammos in confidence. Apastoralbe.alifeline for.you or :" "Examinatibns'are tribetaken- _}__ _,_,_1 _l_ ' 7-:,- '-,l_,-6n,plbointment at'some mldway]3olnt.-A new-op-- support-group Inyourarea may
"'. refer to the HANDBOOK ON.THE MINISTRY, HiM ..... portunity has been provided. Turn.to page 34 of this a peer pastor. [] "

431,3. ' " : . El "
r,
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MORE EFFECTIVE

• I
__ .... ..... A$$OglAT"_'_":' " ) EPASTORS--.' .... . . [Prepared for.your Meal& Resource Notebook by Media gervices.)

_t_ _:¢_ We need your resumesrOur.f e Is growing but In far from" Complete.• " " (_
,I..... • ' I ,' Audio Cassette Technology can bea:time andmoney saver for' Send for.the convenien'tform: Profile for Multi-Staff Ministers which , - .

"_'_._-"___"_ you only need to complete. Let ushear from you SOON. • it anyone involved with training and con, munication,'"Write to.me: Rev Wibur W..Brannon ' "

..... : I AUDIO  ASSETTES? "PastoralMin st.es" ' ,: , '"'. 640'lT"ePaseo WHY USE
_J_':""_ Kansas.City, MO 64131 " . : : "

• ! _'"•'f_'_"_ili - " ' . • . , "ECONOMICAL

J : .'___.i_ PASTORS-- " . i . :. Eauuoment and rape are relanvely inexoenswe

• Do you needan assoclate?'Feelfree to call Ourel{Ice for.information•We " :

• can tell you Whois available_nd canhelp you fit the individualto your _ @ INDEPd [_ staffneeds..... " . • .. • . , . ENDENTLEARNING ,_ ,

• _ _ _ • Normal ,earning_time :reduced through stimulatinc and self-paced cassette

Call me:Rev. Wilbur W.Brarlnon " ' • _ _ I con be

I __'_ 816-333-7000 : programs. 'Learners aroducrive faster with less supervisiop. .

• " " .... " " ' F•LEXIB TY become• _ . " ILl

: Scope of use is unlimited When.combined wJth'pnnted materials, vusOals,work.
sheets etc. learnlng and cor_riunLcot on s mpl:Oved throL]gh the use of more of

the senses. Facilitates qncreased attent oh'. retennon: and recalll

• • STANDARDIZEDWORLDWIDE
, . . J " ' . _ .Interchangeable with all cassette.. , _blayers. recoraer.s, sound/slide and filmstrip ?reJectors.

J " _" r 0 _I_F"_" I • SIMPLICI'i'Y ;

. Equipment and cassettes ore easy to obtain and easy to.operate•

AVA LA iLITY ....] : .... : • I B OF RESOURCES

l ' " . , . .Tope..equipment and exce.llent or•recorded.resources, ore. .in oDunootar..supPlY.
•' - • EASILYSTORED " " • • . .-

• Cassettes'are compact and can be easily_catalocjed for convenie'n_',storage and access.

USES?
. • OUTREACH . : ...... .

• ' _,,,,,,_ - Worsh_p serwces can be recorded far those uhable to attend.

: C_ N NG &ITRAI I EVALUATION
•" LessOn_,,sermons, board.meefingsl erc.. can: be recorded forreilearsa and

' ; : i_ _/_'_ : s;VO!Ua_.i_n to discover areas of improvement

I , . v_

• EC EVENTS• : • I

t " : "

: Guest speakers and .variousspecial productions c_reavailable on cassettes
i "

I By itself or with visual helos. :Audio Cassettes can be used'_ro generate_nteresr

' © " _"""",vvvv"""""' MUSIcandmore,";","',.",.',.','effectivelyDr•sent.. study material:.. : ..;_,,',,,',,.• •-.

" ' ' " i . Can arovide musica_accompanimem when--cJesired or needecl.

• , • "LIVING LETTERS.';
" . -h

• ." " " • . _ , Audio Cassettes can be used to:send o " personal message.
32N " ' ' ' '• • _: , 320

• _ , i
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ORGANIZATION " & 1 STORAGE? : . ..

....• ,
• LABELING • " " " "

..,ver ,AuO,o asse,oshou,d, pveonoppopr,ateabe,with.odeouateprogram,oformat,on.." ' Vide0cassettes

• CODING 1 " : " "

A I_etteror coior cocle can be used to categorize recordings for :quick sorting. For exampEe red " " " Fi|llllS

dots may indicate childr_en'seducation• blue dots.for teacher training etc. HAITI: A NAZARENE
• " HAPPENING (FR-135)' :' 1 "

• SHIELDING . • - zom,,,,colo$1500rental,198o
Use of plastic snap-on shields or plastic storage units should" be used to help ifi storage and . Portraitof a rapidlygrowingmission " " Slidesold. This [ilm documents the acc:ount

protection of the topes. " " " 1 ot two growing churches in Haiti. and Rental. $ 7.50: Sate. $2.5 00
. . . . . , . • .

• STORING . . . . the Work and Witness teams that_ ._dult. 1983 Slides: " " " 1 ' "

" " " ".... . - ALABASTER, YOU AND " and former missionary, to Swaziland•Tapes should never be.stored near equlpmenr or wlnng carrying heavy (_urrent loads. The _elped in some oI-t_he construction, O. ,Jackson. gel]eral'NWMS presldefft.

resulting magnetic fields may affect the recorded mater o s.. If. possible. . tapes, should-be stored THEY CRY II_I THE NIGHT THE SON • along with Dr. Louise ChalSman. [ormer

in a location heaving about 50 percent"humidJty and a normal temperature range'of 15-20 (FR.134)" , . . A hrieLbut insplrmg look atwhy the misslonary to Svyaziland. and general" 50 thin. 'colo_: Freewilf OJ_er'in9 A abasler offerings are important to the president emeritus of NWMS.
degrees Celsius'. " . - - , rental. 1980 ,mission endeavor.

1 1 ' " " 1 " 1 ' '... Powerful. spellbinding story of "pioneer IT CAN HAPPEN.
Nazarene missionary,Harmon Schmel- • DISCIPI'ES •OF-ALL NATIONS. .30 mid _colok.1982"
zenbach's trek into northern Swaziland. THE STORY. OF Provides NWMS preside'nts with a-plan-

: : ' " " " " . " " " 1 " and his successful struggle to plant the " NAZARENE MISSIQNS nlng model: how one NWMS president
" ; " " r ' ' " " ' 1 " " ' : " " " " ..... : Church of I he Nazarene." Using pictures from the early 1900s on works" _ th her pastor.'NWMS CounciL.

... " " ... - n othe 1980s this slide set presents in Board of Christian Eife and Sunday

RESOURCES? '_'" " " capsule form the story ol Nazarene mis.: . .... . :_ PLANNED PARENTHOOD . . . School and Church Board. Study guide
- - . . ." FOR CHURCHES (FR:130} . sions ' . " " " " ' included.

• " " ." • • . " " " "28 rain color.'._lO.O0 rental• 1978
• " " " " . Discusses tensions that s_rroupa plant M ALAWI. THE-WARM HEART " CASA:ROBLES 'ON CAMERA

" ' " "" - " -ing of new churchgs. OFAFRICA 20 min:/colo_: 1981

_._i:,l__ _*MINISTER'S .TAPECLUB ,.. -, " 1 " .This presentation shows ho_v tile mls- Interview with reiired Nazarene mis-

,__. A.q0arfer y ,odio d g_,st for lSostors Covering c_ v0rlety' of themes and daws Items' ".... . TO WIPE THE TEAR IFR-1281 . s,on _vork first began in Malaw', along sionaries at Casa Rabies retirement cen-_"__'_dlW"- '_ EC:U:I:G _O;D CA_,,:E:o ] "'. ''. ". .. . . • - . : Graphic"n}in/c°l°r$2500re'nt°l'Dr.OrphaP°r'rayalSpeicher.°fl_edicaltllehospitalmissionary1977she .". w, th what is happening theretodaY.WITNESSES. _ andterDiscussion inelkldes.the MedicalelaORetirement.

For adult Sunday School teachers. An excellent narration and: Commentary on the Les_on buih,_and tile lives she touched This inspirational presentationdrawson CASA'ROBLES II- music and on photos from several de_ 40ram 'c.oo_: J981 . •

Exoosltlon. An imoortonr tool. for snut.lns, the blind• and lesson preparation.while on the go. MISSION: EUROPE [FR.]25) :odesoI NazarenemisslonWorkto re- Inspirati6nal sequelto CasaRob]e_on
" " 52 mu] ciMot,,_ 7.50 rental t974 mind us that we are _]I called to be Camera._ • .

• " ' " . Introduction oI the Church oI the'Naza- wlmesses

CH "• LOCAL .• RISTIAN BOOKSTORES - - . . rene in Germany, Holland, Denmark. ELMIra SCHMELZENBACHPortugal, and Switzerland. Includes Videocassettes (VT-67) . : ""60 rain. colo_ 1979

Here you will often find o widewarieW of Audio Cassette resources available, highlights of European.Nazarene Bible Available ih thc;se systems twhen order- Tbislong-ume m ss onary tells senlor" " College
• . . " " . • .- ing, please spacity which system you adults attending one of the _NII_OGAs

ALABASTER STORY,IFR-123) need): "/.;" V/IS. It,l, Beta 11 Y_" LJ.. ab9ut expenenees from his many years.

• ' AUDIOVISUAL CATALOGS. . : . . - .- " " 12,nm 'color. ,$/0.00 rental, 1"97d Metic orl the Afrio_n'mission field [Rental

Along With many other A:V. catalogs,, your Nazarene Publishing House Aud ov sual 'Catalog -. ', Shows the dramatic story•of, Alabaster Rental..$7.50"except as noted. $8.75 VHS; $8 [)0 Beta II: $I 1.25 U-, giving during 1974, celebrating the Sole. $25.00 except as noted Matic Sale: $18.00 VHS',.$14_50 Beta
makes a large number of outstadding recordings re0dily available to you " ,_r 25th anniversary of its.beginnin9. AFRICA: THEN _ NOW I1:$30•00 U-Matie:I

: ' _0 min,/colo_: 1982

- " TO MAKE A MIRACLE IFR-120) • Shar ng their though s about this _:hang Auaila61e [or rent 6r sale l_6m tbe FihW I

• - "" , :32 rain./color: $25,00 rental. 1972 .ing continent are Dr. Richard Zanner, Cente_Ndzarene Pub/is/ling fJouse. A.

" " Inspiring story of God working on earl-, reglonal director of the Nazarene wor k more complete list of films, slides, and
ous fields--and our part in His work. in Africa. "D_'..E" _L DlamlnL. General t_ideocassettes on missions _savailable at "1

-- " " " " " Contains lestlmo.ntes of those whose NWMS Co.anell member, and emplo;gee no charge from the Film Center

(For further inforrnatiori on Audio Cassettes .see yOU_: Nazarene Publishing House Audiovisual Cdt.a: . lives have been changed by Christ. . of the Swazi anti government; .Mrs- Lela . r,.,,,.,.s,,_...... ( 1_ }'] ' ' ' _ ' " .......... _rl..... i

log, or'contact Media Services.) 32Q

32P
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Cus|w-_adcsignsaBOWd_ 1heprcscnc_
el iCburcl olmcNazarene " ..'_"_co_' __: "®F;_T_g

!

F !RST •-Jnle CmflWflU ,,__g.m_._d
C HURCH .,

-oF",'" [[ |LLUMNHATEDSUGI_
the architectural theme of your churcll. .. -. . . .... ; - -

• • DoUbles as good .advertisin.g_and an inex- • Flncm¢l¢ll Aid: V,A. B.E,O.O. studonti10ans
" pensive night-light for the church ..prop- . • " -."

eny.
:'. _ o An investment of .ONLY $455 that will ,_Flexible Program: Day or evening classes
,,-,-., prove its worth for year_. Produced locally, .fol: pastoralorlayministries. .
_-__ . s .396 would cost considerably mo_:e . " " • "

Size: 3 feet high x ,5 leer wide.Maximum I_lprint. 16 • "" ' _:pl0'¢emenl: Multiple ministry

tettersaridspaces." . opportunities " : " ' ' -'
NOTE:'PJanlor illustrates one of many settings for this sign ,- . ,
Not InclucJocJ WITFI Durcr/ase . .' "

" • Programs of StudY: .
- --_ .---_. BiblicalStudies _.-

MASTERSIGN "_ '" '• . j - :_ _ _ C.hrlstlanEducatlon: " " "

:' Lay Ministries .i-'

oIdeally suited for both the church site and along the roadside of .Church Music. '. " • - •
your community. ". - .Piano Teaching Methods " .

o. Unique,- hanging panel design with large, golden-yellow and white HymnPlay'lng"" :_ ..
[ettering on blue.background .....

• This striking sign, ONLY $199,95... approximately one-half the sl.395 . - .. .....
cost if px'oduced locally. •-,----,.'m__,-:=--4_ " • ....

Overall size: 46 incheLs high x 52_2 inche,s Wide. Maximum imprint. "14 letters and spaces*, _-_l ..,_r_ ._-_"" "¢_"_ • . ....

---'-'---!_

REFLECTIYE'ROAD-.MARKER . "_" ----"
\

• Reach those who ti'avel at nigl_t, too, with a sign that wor_ 'both day """_'" : " : " -
and mght_

• "Codit" reflective material 100 times brighter than white paint and as
durable as enamel.

• Inexpensive pride will permit installation alongtl_e highways, junctions. :"'
and 'streets of your city. As low as $25.50. - _i

Size: 23-inches wide x 30 inches high. Maximum impnnr 18 letters and spaces."

Sl-38S For additional informahon and 5,oeclal order form see our'lalest Supplies and Eauipment catalc_]-
-- Free uoqn request

_ _ "All personalized.letterlngincludedIr pdce of sign. Shipping chargesextra,Allow six to eight weeksfor.delivery ,

_--/_ _---_ e Action i the trea h Mini try of You ChurchA Positiv n Ou c s r " "
hl/_TJ_ENEPUBI.ISI_INGHOUSE • PostOffico Box 5:27.Kan_s.Cit'_ Missouri 54141 ' " "
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RUINYOURLIFE....... HOWTO
, ,.. - . .

" " "" WITH. "tlOWTO" BOOKS
, • . " " " _ by Steve.Perry

. AssistantPastor,FirstBapttstChurch
Doylet_town,Pa.

• t

,_. , . .• 'MEMO
• /" ".... ' "" _ " " " " "": '" ' ' ':" " " TO:, Everyonewho'knowshow to runmychurch,

' i • ', ' '. . :. .. : . life.,finances,fam, y.marriage .andfuture. , ' FROM: F_ev.. M Nogood, pastor, First Church of
• • - ' " _' " What-Hasn't-Happened-Yet, Impi'obable,

' " • ' Pa.
' .. , " " . " " SUBJECl! My resignation

,. "_ " ., , • _' . i . ., After consulting severalbooks and articleson the prep-
... , .,. . , . , aration Ofa resignation letterandwith little prayer (Ihad
: . . .. ........ • " " _ot=mewith all that reading),Ihavedecidedthat Iam no

' " *:-" . ".' ' onger capable of-ctoifig anything right. Therefore, I -.:.X_
• : •. hereby relinquish my position to another with greater _._._

, . . , • abilityand fewer problems.
• • .. : i. ...... , ....... - ,, _ : When I began at thischurch, I fe.,Itthat God hadcalled

• _' me a,sa pastor,and I didn't think had manyproblems,
• :. Then I began to read books on the pastoral ministry.

.. realizedthat Ididn't ;)rayenough WhenI read Twenty-
' : • _ four Hours in Prayer,by Dr.U. Spendallday_

• , .. ' ' . .•.. . .'. _.• •. , . ,_"_ - • ' , .. I found that my personal evangelisticmeth°ds were- allwrong, a fact amply illustrated by Prof.Winthemallin
_= ' • - '" " : grighter than Bright, his book on evangelistic meth-

odology. " • • - - turgical Worship, Leadership Finding, Leadership Train-
.My sermo0s were lacklust_ based Oninformation in

a survey, on.preaching techniques published by the. ing, Leadership Leading, Man, Woman, Birth, Death,- Infinity.
Whitefield Institute for HolierHomiletics.

My counseling_abilitieswere also found inadequateat • I QUIT!!!I haveaccepted a call t0 Hisway B ble Church, Bereal
a seminar on "101 Counseling Methods for All Occa- Pa. I lhink rm much more suited to the ministry there.
sions" When I visited, their board gave me only one book--

Realizingmy gross inability as a pastor (I Washelped an obscure one"called The Acts of the Apostles, In it, a
with this decision by the book Learning to Accept Fail- group of -nonorganization men decide to try a novel
ure), I turned to my f._milyfor help, , •

My wife was busy reading The TotalPastor's Wife,by approach to theministry. Theygive themselves con-tinually to prayer and the ministry of the Word.
Mrs. HoneyDoitall.My childrenwere filling iritheir work_ • ' n -..... Imagine! No now-to:do-it books, or what s-wro g

..... " ' ' :: books on How to' Be a Preacher'sKid. Without Being ' _vith-youbooks, or you-can-do=it-better'-thanbooks, Or
• , ......... ,. _ . Religious.Findingno solace In my.family, I began read-

"....., ". - , , ' _" ing Isn't Fatherhood Fulfilling? by Rev. K.I.D. No- my-way-is-best books. I'm still reading it, Idon't know- - now they'lldo--they'll probably flop.
-, • canspank, . But in my state of desperation, Im,w_tllngto try even

• : ' " ' ' ' Asyou can see, I reallycan't function. I've read all the,- . _ such a radicalapproachto the ministry.Pleasepray that
, .. books you've.given me on Church Growth, Church

' _ Death,-Church Planting, Church.Planning Church God can rehabilitateevensuch a wretch of a pastor as
Changing, InductiveBible Study,Deductive Bible Study, me.Thanks for all you've done for {and to) me.
Innovative Bible Study, Renovated Bibte"Study, Con-
notative Bible Study, Meanin_}fulWorship, Meaningless " Desperate, yet hopeful in Him.
Worship, Liturgical Worship, Nonliturgical Worship, All- I.M. NOGOOD
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T DIESU FORCASE S •
• . -.

CUSSION AND'' :".::0-. .raCIOHS . a ef
DIS , ,,. • . • . •

REFLECTION "" "• . . • . . .

by James D, Glasse . " " : - - . " : . by Catherine Lawton

" . . . . : - ,

Case No. I. DESCRIPTION:.:Oneeventng not.long of tension arising.from different under- " : • _" . " " . .

BACKGROUND:My church is located in after thts called at Chris's ._ome. His standings of the nature and mission of .....,- . , _ ,, .
a-beoropmcommunlty" of about5.000 parents were away, and hewas stuoy- the church.,Within our denomtnat_on Il ve got some chlckens for you, the wives at. theannual pastors' con- save any awkwardness or embar-

[ng Heinvited me in. He told me he was .there is a divisive/ group, composed I church member at our door an-.. clave. The talk was titled "Parson- rassment.
•_.ghly traini_d tecninician.s and en- reading Dante's. Infe,;noin research_for mainly of laymen who have been secu- ,age Manners." Reading it .gave me You may not have many lovelygmeers in a population cen!e_ of over " nounceo. -
100.000. Most'of the people who have an assigned composmonwhich was "to ]arlzlng the church and seeking to•sow " ' I" .- • select some'historical character you be- seeds of.ill will and dissension, particu-- "Well, Br()ther Wilson. how nice. deeper insight- into what made dishes, finens, and silver for gra-
joined our new church'are young cou- • . The radiant smile and sparkling eyes • Mother _ gracious pastor's wife. ciousentertaining, but if you start
pies with smalt children. We had no [tevehas gone to h'eiland te_lwhy you -larly in setting la_,menover against the . . .ministers, on my mother's face--so familiar to" Herel in part is what she.said now.to save back that pretty ta-
young peoplebeyond ninth grade_and think, so."' In the conversation that fol-
"on y four in the ninth grade. My at- lowed, Chris told me he had readexten- heard ofan organization meeting of " me--must haye made this layman , blecloth and those new towels
temms to get ai_quainted with the sively in science, philosophy, and cur*" tn_sgroup in our city'and decided to at- feel lille the most thoughtful'pet:son -. GOOdmanners of any kind be- just foi'•company, you neednot berent literature--ano that he did not . tend the meeting even"though _twas re- in the world. " • gin'by seeking "the.beauty of the embarrassed when guests arrive.
young people in .the community were _,Lord our God" and by letting His Be loving, warm, and friendly;
met with suspicion and hostility at first believein the existence of God. I tried to , ally intended for laymen only.Fiveof the "Yeah, the Mrs. and I were going'
but we got a smallgroup started. Youth suggest.he mlghtrnot have all the evi- members of our church .were there. It to eEit them ourselves. Then we love and joy radiaie in our faces above all be yourself. Then your
meet ngs were strumurea largely by the dence yetto make such a decision; that upset me greatly that this divisive group thought the pastor" and his family withhappy smiles, guests will feel comfortable.
group, my method being to get ac- many s(:ientists believe in God. I was r_tgntget a foothold in this church_ In .. " - Telephone manners! Much can
quainted Iirsi then 'begin to structure inclinedto accept his statementsas ew- the weeks that fotlowed, all the officers • .. might be abte to use them.:" - Every person who comes into
the group after they 'lad confidence in dence of one who had given consid- received Information through the mail. ' "We can always'find a use "for ourhomes shouldbe made to feel be said here. Discoqrtesyappeers
me. erable thought to them. Irom th'_;group, with attacks and insin- _} chicken. That's one of our favorites." comfortable" and be given .our often over the telephone. ! read of

Chns is a 15-year-old ninth grader I ANALYSIS:I was,so overwhelmed with uations about" the subversion of the "These birds were two 0four best complete attention. They may in- one pastors wife w'bo was hut-
have tried to involve in our church and "this boy's knowledge and his probir_g church. I determined that I would have layers. But they haven't laid an egg terrupt our schedules; but per- riedly getting asmall baby ready
youth group. His parents bre sensitive, mind which was q_Jestloningthe things I to do something about this ina meeting in months." He stepped toward the haps God sentthem t_ us so that for a nap, the dishes washed, and,of the officers. " pickulJ ti'uck, He reached into the we can give them His love. herself,prepared for a special af-hard-working- inte gent people of "cul- didn't-untilmy college days that I "froze,
ture and refinement, They enjoy their I felt it was obvious to him I had I_ttteto EVENT: I chose to speak on this at back, pr0ducingagunnysack, heavy Several years •ago a much- temoon meeting at church. Of
home and their work. They have no TV offer to challenge him at his intellectual the next monthly _eeting of one of the and bu!ging with something obvi- loved friend said. to me, "Never course, the telephone, began ro
_ntheir home--they can't be bothered level He is an exceptional boy, _ut boards.During the meeting.some of the ' 0usly alive, apologize for that over which you ring. Each time she heard the
with such trivia. Chris has two older have atscoveredthat many young peo- men who had obviousty come from this "Here they are!" have no control." This applies to same question: "Can you tefl me
brothers--one in the F)eaceCorps. and pie in this community are not far behind, disident group made charges about the F0r a moment I saw horror regis- yourhouse, lf you have dot_e your wt_at time the meeting is this af-
the other in the university. Chris did not EVALUATION:1. How'do I minister to denomination.They alluded to the stand teredin my mother's eyes, but she .. best to make it clean and attrac- temoon?'i

on soc_alissues, controlof church prop- never stopp'ed smiling, In fact. her tive, then why worry if you must The first dozen calls._;hean-
want to attend our b week y meetings young ._e.Qple like .erly, and the lack of value of the church swered politely. But'at last in ex-.but came at the insistence of his par- this_ , face brightenedeven more. entertain the distdct superinten-
ents. 2 How can I prepare magazine..Much to my surprise, some

At one of these meetings, me person myself to handle situ- of the men who supportthe.church . I watched mymother for 25 years dent and his wife in that tiny _speration .she shouted. "1.have
wholeheartedlyWeremute that evening, in the parsonage. She never failed to kitchen? - . told 50 people in the past houfl

with. the program did not come at the attons where my in- : I felt very much alone as I tried _oan- be warm outgoing; and accepting, Provide your o_emight guests It's at three o'clock#" and she
last mtnute, and the group decided to competence in sc_- swer some of these unfounded attacks, no matter who came to our door, or with a private room,, made as banged down the receiver. A
talk about drugs. Without any advance ence and technology costly mistakeshe could not
preparation Chris gave what"amounted is soobvious? At the end of'the meeting it was cus- why. rhave often wondered how she clean and attractive as possible.
" ' tomary 1"orme _o speak to the. group did it. I can't ask her now, because Use fresh sheets, blankets, and undo.

• to a lecture which covered such things '3. How CanI hand]e the. about any inditer that concerned me: I , . -as the ongin of marijuana, heroin, and . ; " "freeze" situations? she died a premature death four other linens. Teach children never We must call upon God's spe-
LSD, the chemca1analysis of each. the talked about this dissident group and years ago. But just today came to enter this room unless invited, cial grace when the _lephone
_hysiological effects on the body, etc. Case No. 2 their insinuations about the leadership " across the text of a talk she gave--- Have a .clear understanding " rings constantly....
He dtd this with the competence of.a . of the church, maintained that such'a
college professor explaining it to a BACKGROUND:As in most denonilna-: group inthe church was more of a prob- at the request of her district superin- with your guests of the timing of . No other woman in your corn-
group of laymen, tons, presently .there is a great amount .lemthan asolution, and stated that if we' tendent's wife--to the pastors' mea_sand other home.. activities to munity receives as many kind-

. (Continued oh page 36) - " ' " 35
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nesses as does the minister's keep, and you will accept every and I knew I certainly was not the ....
wife, You need not establish your- gift with a thankful heart, gracious De{sen'she was. I decided
self'so, ciall_ .You become "some-_ One widowed pastor's wife. that _t must come naturally for her: . . : .
I_ody" the moment you enter the when asked what she fiked best God must have made her that way, . . -because He wanted her to be apas-'
parsonage . about living n a parsonage said, I

As a result, you will find your-. "1think I prize mOSt the fact that' tor's wife. : .,I admit I noticed her hands trem-

self therec/pientof manyand var- everybodylovedme." ble. l saw tears l often sensed wea- _ • .. ., _.-. * 9 ,ILj _11 ,1[._ll"_La'_-_S'll-iedgifts. Flemember, theyare'all Often kindnessesoverwhelm r,nessanddisal_p'intment. Butl The'WO_ld IS GOdgifts of love to you and your tam- us and we ask ourselves how we never ceased to marvel at- her Out-. , S
ily These love gifts come to L_Sso can repay these dear people. Per- going•sparkle and gentle ways. She
olten we must guard against tak- haps the best payment .is to be really loved those church people. - " by George E.' i=aJling
ing them for granted and even ex- sweet, radiant• and loving-- Now I realize this was at least in GeneralEditor. 'The WesleyanChurch
pecting ttiem--feeling bad if they showing everyone how to make part the result of 'a conscious effort " "
don't come our wa_ home more like heaven, she made. She had worked out a

Be sure always to express your philosophy of life as a.pastor's wife f_ne of John Wesley's often-pnnted eternally recurrent dawning of'that I_gntabling grace makes two discoveries,
appreciation for gifts--no matter Reading this paper bymy mother and had learned to put .forth her V 'sermons is titled "The Scripture that hghtethevery man that cometh into First he makes the humbling and
if you already have a dozen gave me.new insight into her life as a best. whether it was easy or not. Wayof Salvation."The theme Lsrepeat- the world trustrabng discovery that certain in-

" " squashes or boxes of apples, or pastoi"s wife Growing up, I some-" And. most importantly, she had edly addressed _nhundreds of sermons Awakenedby light concern_rlgwhat is firm_tLesof mind and spirit still li'nge_In
that your family doesn't care for how came to the concldslon that she learned to ."call on God's special and is woven mid a tliousand letters, bad or good, a person e_ther'we[comes fact, trtey _)ecomeparticularly oowous
gooseneck clams fresh from the was an extra-special, superwoman grace." As far as I know, He never;let Permit_meto set forth, as oest I can or rejects"that light, lead_nge_therto a and painful to those in sharpest pursuit

•beach. This is a secret you will type person:•l knew so few like hal: her down. 1l, recall and construct. Wesleys "thee1- yielding to perceivedgoodness or to a of holiness.True,grace will "help" him inogy"of Salvationwithout even trying to sur_'endi_rto perceived badness. "No • ntsdisa_litii_s [or inabilities). At times- • mansins becausehe has not grace, but "sufficient grace" will hell_ the Christian
. document the progressive .stages

through,apl_ropnate reference to his " because he does not use rne grace he transcene hs nfirmities, even to•thank- - "_ . God for them!
works• And thelreader may judge if I has," affirms Wesley." • - . - Clear conviction (later..clear conver- Second.God's grace holds out a firm

• _ave.discernedWesleys view of God a{
,_ work in the saving of a soul. s_on)depends upon ah understarldin'g hope to the believer,Someday he willof what sin is el God's grace to sinful enjoy the grace of consummation. He"

C_k_S]E ST[,}'E)'I']ES - • "The work of redemetion, providing di- rfian, and of man's _,illingness (or who trusts God pursues now the Drize
•'Continued from page34) . vine life for sinful men. is wholly God's. ChOiCe)to allow truth to correct con- of "His llkehess." 'Someday he will ex- -

God's Io_/e impelled.Him to exercise science•.Copviction by me Holy Spirit penence t. Nb more "partial" knowl-
were more faithful in seeking guidance mercy, _nd Christ's 1eve constrained mpels a person either to accept or to edge.then; he shall know as ne has

terfr°mG°d's W°rd we 'w°uld have abet'andmore effective church_Finally I Pasti_lllS _1 Problems Himto accept the mission of atonement react God's offer ofsalvat,on. Accep- been"known. He ._;hallsee Christ,-noton Calvary. - tance nvolves repentance, a turning through aglass darkly, but face-to-face•told them that I disagreedwith them and
o_sapprovod'of this group, and It was But how is that salvation brought to from perceivedsin, and faith, a commit- Then God's glorious, presence will asmen? , ment to truth and divinelove, Man's ._c- fully satisfy and possess n_mas evi' will

my responsib_ldyas me_r easter to tell The five most representative of a pastor themselves. Many Wesley si_ould be remembered more " ceotance of God's free grace leads .to finally a_s_ilusionand destroy the stoner.them how I felt.
" • I problems of those pastors ekperienced this as a gradual strongly for h s t_mphasison free grace conversion, a radical change of heart Only by rejecting God's grace can a

ANALYSIS:I am.'sure that my speech who have sought nell_ at the sense of•losing the reality of than on free.will, Wesley assumes that and life• person Delost. One who dies in infancy
al_e[_ate(_some of the men at the meet- - Conversionis the proper beginning el can hardly besaid to re,act God's grace,
rig, at least for a time. I was really very- Menninger Foundation: the faith that {hey proclaimed, man'swill is bound by sin from birth, but.... playing their roles with de- Wesley affirms that God's grace freely the Christian walk. Man enjoys a good so God freel,_saves him--as He saved
[nreatened by the d_scbssionthat had 1. Overextension:--the feeling creasing involvement, commit- flows;t"o all men--from birtfi; While he measure of deliverance from ewe:he the firstborn in Egypt_It Is the same withtaken place, and even though my per- believes in divine sovereignty'and-divine
sonal secunty In, the church was not el having too. many commit- ment. and integrity, perceivesandlongs for growth in good- thOSewno never attain m0rat account-merits that vied for time and election, Wesley contenes that God re- hess. The grace that led him thus far is ability,for whatever reason' Goddoes not will that any should per-threatened I took it very personally• I 5. Lack of accomplishment, mains forever free to bestow grace• . powedully present to encouragehim on:
was very defensive and later realized energy. HOw does _ne measure the God's nature is not'_nconflict,He nei- True,he labors under personal and cul- " ish. Through a hundred providences,
that I had manipulatedthem emotionally 2. Imprecise competence--tl_e "impact .oi .preachir_g? How ti_er sacr.ifiees decrees to grace, nor rural handicaps, I)bt if he keecs true to chiefly through the witness of those
a the very timffwhen l wasclen_'ingany feeling _hat they functioned does one measure the impact- does His exercise of grace make Him a the vision Of t_'uth and goodness, who have resp0nded to the gospel call

manipulation. MY advice aoout more prima!!ly _'by the seat of their of a midnight crisis in the .capricious God. Godis purposeful and strengtn comes to resist evil and to as- and have been saved. God's grace pur-
use of the Word of God was a smoke pants, without being sure of nome of a parishioner? How free.within himselt,howeverH s actions p_reto higher IDvelsof goodness, " sues every man. That grace presently
screen because I had not used the Bi- why.they did what they clid. does one measure one:s influ- may appear to us. Thai person_,ho patiently,andpars[s- surrounds you and me, your family and
hie in the meeting any more than they. "- " -

3. Inadequate resources--the ence in a.summer camp pro-_ Since every person.may trace his in- tently "follows after eve/holiness," as friends and mine .and our enemies.
EVALUATION:I was not very effective in " feeling that there was no ode- gram over a period _)f years? heritancL• to'the.Second Adam as surely Paul phrases it. will certaidly make Grace even meSUrr°undsnewsth°seWhOofGod'shave
.comDatt!ng the attitudes of some of
those•officers because of my de- quate "backup system, '• .. While gratification is important as he must _o the first Adam God deeper•commitmentsand enjoythe fruit not heard good
fensiveness.I do feel mat i had to take an(: that they had to.be satis- to continued productive work. makes.sure that everysoulis influenced of reward love and peace. He will grace.
some s and |or the sake of those who flee with leftover resources of ' : it is difficult to measure.the in- by the divine grace. ASexposure to life- present 7imself and his members to God'sparish is the world, the world.of
o_onot understand it. The one go'od "time. talent, ano substance, tangib e rewards and accom-.' giving sunlight differs drastleany from God for total possession and service, stoning,wayward men, and His method" the Arcticto the Tropics,so all menare and_enJoythe Sabbath rest Of heart pu- of reachingthem isgrace, gr'ace that is
m=ngthat emerged was that•they ex- 4. A desperate groping for tel, plishments that are so basic in ' not equa y exposed_loGod's grace:But nty that is the inher tance of every child •patient and strong.
pressed gratitude that I told them how I •evant-religious faith. Pastors the ministry, every responsible person wno reacnes of God. He will •grow in sturdiness of Jesus commanded oilChristians, _Let
felt. ev.en though they may have.dis- themselves are subject tc so ,--CHARLESROSSIEUR the age of se f-judgment is exposed to character and be constrained to help your light .... sh ne before men" (Matt.
agreed, needto learnhow todeal more many demands from others stress Management for Ministers the"dawn of grace," as Wesley puts it. others find and fo low the way of salvo- 5:16). Our lights simply reflect and
effectively with hostility and'opposition. The optimist Wesley believed that each teen.This is called sanctification, the project that one Light of the World;.As
How might I have handled the Problem that they begin to feel in need (Westminster Press, 1982) sensitive soul would sometime feel a' blessingof perfect love."[headvancing we.yield to God's grace, others will see
more effectively? " " _ • drawing to goodness and/or a dis- Christian grows in grace and develops that.our "light" •comes _rom Him, and :'

pleasure at some' evil act or thought. _ngodlikeness. - seeing the results.of His grace in us,
FromPuttingIt Togetherin theParish,b_JamesO. The ,,;eryawakening of _onscience is an Everyonewho responds to God's en- they.,witl glorify, and seek Him, ]i'
Gtasso Abingdon Press. Used b_ permission.
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. . . - financial liability through no fault of his own. The finan- resign with the changeof pastors• Iam raising the ques-
cial stress that some sen_orpastors assumeis enor-_- tion of a senior pastor's insensitivity to the.human di-

.. . _ous. This can so easily result in frayed relationships lemmacaused by his coming.
-. . . fl15etweenhimself and his new congregation. The aline- Distnct superintendentshave the awesome burden o
• .-:.... - . . " . : . . " .. :. sphere of the servicessubtly changes'frommoments of helping pastors, especially those who are on his district

, - joy and celebration and spontaneous altar services to team, of finding a ne_, place of service 'after a given"
an atmosphere of anxiety over meeting local and de- pastorate has term nated believe that senior pasto_'s,

" " - " ; - nominational financialgoals, also, should accept a similarly awesome responsibility
• " . . ' • " - The wise and thoughtful senior pastor Will accept for staff members who will .ultimately need to be re-

' _ _ . .. . . both the assets and the liabilities,of the new situation, placed.
and work with those and through those to develop a With the growth,of the denomination and larger local

Bring the Staff new, long,rangemin,stryinanewp.lace, churches, w, ha_ean inereasingnumberof good staff

" i The local board and the district superintendent have persQnnelwho are called of God. Their job security

: . . the awesome respons bility of selecting a senior pastor factor is the lowest in the entire church, depending as
who will hopefully fit in complement,and moveforward they do on annual renewal recommendation of the se-
the.work and ministry of the local congregation. They nior pastor. Add to that also the fact that they must

• havearighttoexpectthatseniorpastortocomeandlive restgn when t_hepastor terminates his ministry for any

ith You? withthemawhile,.andthenwithther:n_makereasonable reason. A staff member does not have the normal re-W - " " • and thoughtful changes in staff. Thiscan I_edone grad- ward of security for a job weUdone_His only reward is to. .. " '_ ually and with a sense of,compasSion for the human please the boss (thepastor). This.can result in an un-
.... _ - _ needs of the suddenly unemployedstaff members. The healthy relationship, counterp[oductive to his own

. sympathies of some in the congregation run deep for growth as a respo_sible Christian servant in the com-
. .by Kenneth Vogt , the families of such persons. Sudden dismissal of the munity of believers. At best. changes,always create_

.. old staffoften causesshock waves_ofresentmentto- someunavoidableinsecurities.Shouldn'twe schoolour-
DistrictSuperintendent -... . • ' - ward the Incoming senior pastor.Itis true that under the selvesto _atienceto make these necessary Changes

- . : Washington.Pacific,District.Churchof theNazarene " _ " i. ' Nazarenes' present.system,the staff members have to with the benefit of compassionatetime-sequencing_.

There is a growing sentiment in our church among 2. What about cultural adaptations? How c_n a new
I. seniqrpastor.s to bring all orleast a part of an' pastor,meeting a time or two with the iocal .church ;_..

accumulated staff with them, in changing into a new board, haveadeep and adequate understanding of the " " " . . . : ' " . _ . " . . : " .... " ; .

pastorate. The reasons adv._ncedfor proposing to d(_ cultural adaptatiorlsneeded to serve.thiscongregation?, i ." .

.. this run generally into'three categories, What.assurance does he havethat"my staf.f:'would fit • _ , • • " ' •. " . •
I have found some Ibeople, after a great deal-of into thf_new congregation, as in the previous one?

searching, who fit.in with.me and my ministry and who • 3. What about the ministry needs?Can a senior pas- . . = " ' - ".... " " . " " • .

complement my ministry' • tor adequatelyevaluatethe ministi_needs of a congre- "'.

I have foundsome people who are truly professionaL, gation before he lives with them for severalmonths or a •' ,'• • • ". • • .
qualified, train.ed,and experienced in their fields: year? Nodoubt as hecomes to.interview the board, he. " ......

will .evaluateministr_ needs with them. It is my obser- " ' ' " ' _'
Thenew pastorat my former churchmay not wantto vatienthat the localchurch is often not the best judge of ' :. I . . . _- , .. .

keep them anyway,and thus they would be out of em- their own ministry needs. Some churches think they
ploymeht. " " - needmorestaff members titan.they really'need.It is rare - . ' (s

Let's discuss some other questions that are;at least, tha'_the ministry and staff needs of the old church will. " '_ • _ : "equally important. . . exactly match the ministry and staff needs of the new \1. What about leadership shock? What weshould be church. • - " " "

ir_terestedin .especially in a denominational church, is a 4. What about the finances? This is .not the most _ .
smooth transition*from one Wpe of leadership to an- mportant.queSton, but t needs to be rea st cally fa_;ed;'
other type. Generally, it is best not to follow one type How can a new "pastorcoming intoa church evaluate " _,
leadershipwith another leadei-of a similar type. tn fact. adequately how the congregation will respond to his- :
everystrong pastor,being called to the middle-sizeand leadersh!pfinancially?It would be much safer-for him-to . . •• i _
larger churches, has his own individual leadershipstyle, c(_meand find Outthrough aperiod of several months Of. )J
That is good. . . " . testing, so that hecould make careful recommendations . ..

H0wever,to bring on a whole staff with its o.wnlead- based on his ability to finance the-program in the new
ership style many times produces leadership shock congregation.A staff member who may be a financial o • ,'3.

which may.soon become counterproductive. - asset in one situation could, in another situation,be a _ " " " " " " _ A '_ '

: ,. - . ...... ^ ..... ,....

•an-increasing.numberof capable, God-called staff " ^ % . "
: :.. mlmsters.Thezrjob security is the lowest inthe entire church,"- . - . .... , . . PASTOR AT WORK
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• " ".... • How to five in a.parsonage a d "
. - • . . .

receive atax-free housing allowance too " •
• . - : . . . ,. - • .iI ,

t . . .. , .

Fr,om..the Putpit - . " TAX-FREE .

" to the:Pew ' " "  FURN!SHINGS ALLOWANCE?. _; -,, by F at lFtzgerald*;
.. • , , .

hough at the tbmeI had no idea ments indicating that they-tl]ought pew. I. went with high hopes of es- DY far, the ma drily of pastors'have been and will. provide the'upkeep of the home (repairs, maintenance.
•T why he.told the story, rm glad of my decision as "leavingthe minis- t.ablishing a relationship like the _ continue to be provded With a pars0na_i_ and cleaning), purchase furnishings (including drapes, car....
Dr.McGraw gave theSeminaryclass try." When I reported this to others .former.one, .That was unfair to our '_ utilities by their local congregations. Certainlyl congre- pets, etc,), and dther nonre[mburSeclhome _;osts.The
one of hisgentle andWisestories. It who had made the change and told "new' pastor. The fact is. that, gationsshould recogrlze the need of the pastor to pre- only.costs indicated by the tax provisions which cannot .'
was about a younger pastor who ti_er0 of my irritation, they. shai'ed though I wanted a peer relationship, pare for.ret rement by pro,{id!nga "Retirement Housing be used to support this .allowance are "expenses for " "
had a retired minister in,his congre- similar stories, Many warned me to and.though I think he wanted one Fund"through a tax-sheltered annuity'account. At•re" food and servants." Any amount designatedas fur-
gation. Oneday the olden'manmade, expect isolationand misunderstand- too, it never didmaterialize, 10that tirement, these funds can be.used to provide a down n sh rigs allowance but not spent.to provide the home
a comment "about something ne trig. I was too idealistic to believe it weboth are the poorer.My wife and payment.fOra home and i:)rovidea stream of anticipated or any amount designated above the"fair rental value"
,Jsedto ,includein his messages on would happen. " I were faithful to the church and did income to meet mortgage payments.-Butcongregations must be reported individually by _theminister as miscel:

: thetext the pastorhad just selected. I confess I hadn't thought thtlough allwe could, can do even more at no cost to th_mseJves! .laneous iricome on the annual income tax return. Any
Dr. McGraw then added something . all the implications my decision I arnn0w in a full-time position as The tax provisions establish the maximum excludable, amount spent before boafc action or any amount spent

' like this. "The young pastor could ."would have for the whole family. My a chaplain in a new setting. I _ad _ousingall(}wanceas "the fail market rental valUeot the over the designated amount does not qualify as tax-
take it as criticism, or he could take children were being forced into ad- some fears, but the pastor and wife "home including furnishings and appurtenances,such as freel No retroactivedesignation is allowed,
it as the veteran.ministerremir_iscing ustments. Mywife's rolealso wou[d of the one Nazarene church in town a garage plus utilities." The "fair market rental value" The local church assumes no responsibility in docu-
about when he enjoyed.the lime- be quite different. And Iwo01dregu- are responding much like•the first must be judged from rent being paid on similar houses rnentingyoull designationor substantiating the valueof
light," Then he added. "1hope the larly be attending a church where I pastor couple. We are relating as in the location of the parsonage,,, In the past. this,,,i_as.h thehousing allowanceor furnishings allowance..If audit-
younger pastor could respond by nolonger was up front, giving out in peers. We can share and feel sup- often been done by using the .1 percent .rule whlc ed, you.alone are required,to'document that the allow-
saying, Tm sure you were a good every service, port from ea(;h other. He knows I when appliedto the full valueof the house was thought ancewas properlydesignatedand used for appropriate
preacher and enjoyed your pulpit In the providence of God we would neverdo anything to hurt him to yield the monthly rental value: n most cases, it would expenses and that all amounts were reported properly.
work. Let's get togetller this mo_/edto an areawe gi'ew to love. or.hisprogram. Weare all finding our probably be better to determine this value through the However,.it,does require churchboaro action to desig-
week so you can tell me how God .Wefound a Nazarene.churchwhere .places of service in the congre- helpol IodalreaLestate agents.The valueof the.utilities natethe housingor.furnishings allowancein theminutes
used you andyour.messages.'" we felt we belonged. Most of all we gation. It looks like a pleasant situ_ :can of Coursebe determined from the averagecost of prior to the actualpayment of the allowance.The allow-

Later, in :1961 when.I began pas- found a rare pastoral couple who ation.' utilitiesfor the previous12 months. These•amountsare ancecan be _aidas a Dartof the regular salary check,
toring, and in each succeeding recognized and appreciated our I often reflect'andask myself-.if I not reported for federal or state income taxes but must, but shouldbe reported n tile.minutes in.exact dollar
church. I havehad pastoral persons background and experience in rain- did for those who chose to attend be reporte,,dfor self-employmQnt tax by a "minister of amountsand of course shoud not be reported 9n the
and their families as a part of •my istry. We began relating as minis- Where I pastored what others have thegospel' a_ remuneratior_inthe exerciseof the minis- annualngW-2costiSsuedtothet°congregation,Y°U'a minister" in a 20

• i .... I

congregation..They were persons tenalpeers, as brothers _nmln=stry, done for me andmy family, Iwish for _ry.However,a minister,may beable to shift part of his At
.whowere once in the pulpit and now am amazed and pleased that he others in my situation a developing taxable salary to a nohtaxable furnishings allowance, percent tax bracket with a properly designated and
forvarious reasons are in the pew. could be so b!g about it. It made our peer relationshipof sharingandsup- since the parsonage and utility valuesdo not actually .spent furnishings allowance of $1,200 pel year, could
Somewere Stillin ministry andsome transition so much easier..We port with their pastor" I remember include the "fair rental value" of furnishings. - saveup to $240 in income taxes. Care should be taken
were in so-called secularpositions. I. shared quite freely and gave each times when I was lonely in the pas- ASsumingyour furnishings are valued at $10,000 and to consult yourown legal or tax consultants to deter-
especially-enjoyed Working with othe_tmuch support. God blessed torate` I think oL'the many opp(_r- you use {he"1 percent rule" to determine a fair monthly " mine how.these suggestions apply.to yot)•and your
several seminary couples in one the work,we did in the church. We tun.itiesI missed that wel:eneat.Per- rentalvalue, yoU can haveyour church board take the i;hLirchemployer.•,,
pastorate, were the pastor's.strongest support- haps I felt too threatenedto-open up necessary action to .designate $100 per month or While d scuss ng this with the church board for your-

It took making a choice to go into ers. When the year of training was and risk in .inter.person_ll rela- $1,200 per year of your cash salary as riontaxable fur- self, be sure toencourage them to helpyour next evan-
chaplain's training for me to appre- up, itwas most difficult tOleave the tionships. I wish 1:knewthen what nishings,allowance. As an alternate method, the fair gelist by asking him ahead of time how. much_of his
ciate what il is like to go from the area, the i:hurch_and especially our know now. . -rental value for furnishings could be determinedby a honorarium he would wish to havedesignated as hous-
pulpit to the pew in a Church of the pastor;friends. _'ve heard some pastors gripe real estate appraiser in your community, irlg allowance. He will thank you and yourchurCh for
Nazarene,Even asl announced the I took another pastoratein ;_dif- about "ex-pastors".in their congre, Thisdoes not mean that.you can ,automaticallyde- providing him with.the same tax advantage that you
decision; I met instant reactions. I ferent part bf the countrybefore I gations. Perhapstheyare potentially. . •ductthe $1 200 from your taxable _ncomelAssuming have. "t'
was seeing the move as sideways felt ledof God to go further in train- their best workersand supporters, th.e furnishings allowar)ce is proper y designated by " "
from one kind ofministry to a 6om, ing for the chaplaincy Weselecteda I've been on both sides and pray churchboard action,youmayonly exclude that portion "RevPaulFitzgeraldistneadmr_lstratlvoassistantIorPens=onsandBenefits
patible kind of ministry. Several Nazarenechurchto attend. Again God to bring us all closertogether, of.thedesignated.allowancethat youactuallyspendto ser_s Chu_o_meN_zarone.
friends and associatesmade corn- madethe trip from the pulpit to the _' " " " " _ " ". 41
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such i_ositions.In the letter identify come an abuser of copyright mate- lar statement might also be made
yourself and your situation. The rial. A popular ,denominational from the.platform,

- ' . manager needs to know why you speaker recently appeared at a dis- f thespeaker agrees tObetaped,
want permission; are you a chil- trict preachers'meeting. On the last taping rights should be added to the

• - • . : "dren's Sunday School teacher or. day .of.tne meeting, the speaker original speaking contract. Pro- '
chairman of the church board?The heard the district superintendent lessor Linder says that a good con-

" - . manager also needs to know that say, "Now for all of you who didn't ttact is the key. If a speaker is con-
• you are asking for copy permission take adequate notes of- these ses_ cerned about his rights, write them.

• ' ' " " " for a single Occasion.There will be sions.1havegood news. Allthe ses- into'the contract.

AND ittlelossofsalesforaone.timeper- sionsw,retaped, andtheywillbe If the tape is to be sol(J theTHECHURCH mission. ,f it is a magazine artic[e on sale in the foyer.this afterr_oon." .speaker rece,ves royalty fees. One
you waht, tell.tt)e manager the title The speaker.was stunned. Nobody ministersaid to me, "If:they make a
of the article you waht to copy, the had asked his permission to tape_ profit, I want a cut." A good rule to

• • date it appeared, who the author record, followis to give the.speaker 10 per-
was. and which pages are _nvolved, Is there anything wrong in tape cent of the retail priceper tape sold..

COPYRIGHT ETHICS if it is an excerpt from a bdok, glve recordmg conferencesp eakers, Also, the speaker should receive l 0 ,

its title, author, and pages to be co- camp meeting evangelists,,or even free copies for his own use.
pied.,- the district superintendent? Yes, The new technology offers im-

Assure the manager that on the there can be;-The denominational posing challenges to men and

by Thomas ,, Purchase title page of each photocopy, the speaker' was stunned partly be- women committed to a holiness life-magaT_ine's(book's) copyright will cause his permission had been pre- .style, Let us allow the Hoy Spirit to
Pastor.ChurchOf theNazarene,Watervflle,Vt. be acknowledged. Such an ac- sumed. Membership in the Body of. give us insightson t-iowto deal with

knowledgment includes the date the Christ doesnot releaseus from sire- these challenges: .

he tape recorder and the photo- publishedcan be seen in homemade=r migllt be considered commercial article was.copyrighted(usually the pie courtesies.It is still proper to say,
- I copier have become useful hymnals across the land. and ther,efore Ilegal. date of the magazine),the nameand- "Please.".and _Thankyou." Paul'did'. . .
tools to the contemporary church. Authors andcomposers lose their 2. Thenatureoftheodginalwork. address of the publisher, and your..not presumePhilemon's permission October14.1980 . .
However,both have created ethical rightful avenuesas a result of illegal This isthe most vague of the four . statement that you are using t v_ith to release Onesimus,but appealed Perm_ssionsManager
questions which needto be exam., phoibcopying. In some cases 50 criteria.Noneoftheexperts'consult- peimission. - " to him as a "beloved ... fellow- AudioVisual C'OmmunicalionsReview
ined by pastors, percent ofall royalties and permis-, ed seemed to be ableto explain this, returnedHaveatoSlgnedyou.It cOpywillprove°fthethatletteryou." worker"Acontract{V'1).to speak to a li,Jecon- andASS°C=ati°r_.Technologyf°rEducationalComrnun_catlor_s

Thephotocopying of copyrighted sions go to composers anc authors. 3.. The amount and substantiality havepermission to photocopy.Usu- gregation or audience does not in- 112616thSt.,N.W
materials is commonplace. In the .TheHymn Society of America says - -
past the Hymn Society of America that royalties encourage the ere- . of the portion used in relation to'the ally the manager will only sign the • clude tape recording pern_sslon. Washington.D.C.20036
a lowed material appearing in its ativity of composers.and help con- copyrighted work as a whole, Pho- . . letter and return it. At other times The speaker may not want to, be. DearManager:
magazine to be used by Ioca tinue the channelingOf those talents tocopying more than 10percent of a " specialconditions may be added to taped: .i teacna graduate(:ourse_nEducational
churches, The local church was into the church. , prose work and 250 words of a your letter. " " Tape-re(;ordinga speech without 'MethodsllndMediaatNazareneTheological
asked for donations inexchange for Illegal use of photocopiers tar- poem is prohibited, Once i receiveda letter back with permissionmay also be a violation SemnaryKansasCity Me.IWouldlikeper-• . • . D_SleDhen B. Waiter's article, "Multi4rfiage:

using the music. In the past when a nishes our Christitmwitness.. Dean 4. The effect such photocopying the copyrighted acknowledgment of the copyright law. If a speech is missiontophotocopy40'completearticlesof
SundaySchool teacher saw a useful C: Burtch of the.Music Publishers will have on potential sales of the changed.-Ihad the legalha'meof'the read from a manuscrpt, the manu- SpecialProblems,SpecialSol_Jtions,"forthe
puzzle in a children's magazine. Association was-quotecl iri Chris- originalwork, lf MoodyMonthlyhas magazine wrong. T_e .permssons script is protected by the 1978 law. exclustveuse of my students. TheartlcleaD"

he/she made a copy of it for each tianity Todayas declaring, "Those .a special section devoted to cults,- manager corrected it. On another . Registeringthe manuscnpt inWash- _eared.onpages23-24.26 and30of the
student in the class. ,_ pas!or used who continue to violate the-copy- you are depriving Moody of s._les " occasion the publisher wrote `and Ington is not a condition for. copy- January,1979.issueofAudioVis(}alCommu-
tO photocopyan article on church right lawcan only belooked upon as when you buy one copy and photo- said that h s company had con- right protection.Thus, the recording nlcatlons.Review.
management for each member_of willful and deliberateoffenders Who copy 15 sets for your- Sunday tracted with a permissions agency of the speechis as illegalas the pho- Oneachoh_otocopywouldappear:
his board, haveknowingly engaged in unlawful School class. . tosupply all that magazine'_ re- .tocopying of the manuscript. CopyrJgnl,1979,Associationfor Edu-activities." In order to aow fair use all four prints. I contacted the agency and Resolving the problem of tape catlonalCommunicationsandTechnology,

n those days it was easy te ratio- The da_/sof rationalizationended criteria must be met. The.majority learned the cost of the articIB I recbrdir_gcan be simple. Ifyouwant 1126161hSt.•N.W.,Washington, D,C.
Visual Corn*

- ._nunicationsRevie_ Usedwith perrnlss_on_"
nalize the improper L=_eof photo- on January 1, 1978, when Public does not rule here. If even one crite- wanted..It was expensive and I de- to tape-record a special speaker or 20036.Repnnted{reinAudio
copiers. "It's r_otfoi'resale," thepas- Law 94-553 went into effect. The ria is riot met, photocopying is pro- cided not to Usethe article, evangelist,ask his permission and Asigne_copyof thislotter will serve as dCC-

" . . umentahon that we havereceived yourper-
tor reasoneo. "it's just information new copyrightlaw tried to coverev- hiblted, Therearetwo mainadvantagesto abide by his response.How do you
for my board.",The SundaySchool• erythingwhichwas copywrittenand It can be arguedthat all fourare usingthispermissionslette[ First,it stoo individualsin the audienceor mission.If ybuhaveanyquestions, 13ease
teachersaid. '1can't'afford to buy a susceptibleto misuse:print,music, very subjective. A church worker . '.will help reestablishChristiancred- congregationfromusin(_their own contactme.
copyof thatmagaz ne foreveryone drama.movies,television,etc. could "stretchthe t(uth" and meet .ibility.amongbothChristianandsec-. recordersif the speaker does not Sincerely,
just for one little quiz!" Andthe di- Section107 of the la,wis particu- the criteria.Thatis right.This iswhy ular.publishel's.It shows them that ' Wanttobe.tape-recorded?There is T.OM,_SJ PUn(=H^SE.M_

rector of music announced, 'tit's a lady important to church workers. It for thelast threeyearsl havemadeit there are some peoplearound who no absolute way without frisking" GraduateAssistant -
big company, they can afford the allows reprints to be made as long a practice to write to the copyright are concerned about photocopy peoplefor tape recorders, However,
loss." , asall four of the following criteriaare holder and ask permission to photo- ethics. " .you can discourage illegal tape

Could they? Over the last few met: . copy. I usea standard format which Second. it will help you planyour " recordings. . PermissionGranted
years several .religious publishing 1. Thepurpose and character of can be adapted to a particularsitu- activitiesbetter. If you know'that the DouglasUnder,a professorat the Signature
companies, such.as Benson Com- the photocopying. Is the purpose of ation. I havesuccessfully used this approvedpermission letter hasto be LawSchoolef the Universityof Mis-
pany,.Crescendo Company, and a(:ommercialnature or fornonprofit letter for both Sun(JaySchooland in your hands before you can use souri, suggests that the following Date
Tempo Records, have_gone-bank- educational purposes? Photo- .seminaryclasses. " i . • . , the phgtocopier,, it 'will encourage sentencebe printedin the bulletinor
rupt or have been sold, partially be_: copying the score of a Cantata for . The letter Is 0i_:ectedtothe per- " you to plah your. lessons and meet- program:"Thetape recordingof the Specia_Condtons(any)
cause churches.did not buy their performance and then charging a missions manager.Most magazines ings far in advance, speaker's address [preacher's Set-
sheet music. Yet the hymns they "donation"at the door of thechurch and publishing companies rlave The tape recorder has also be- monI isexpresslyforbidden."A simi- "_
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lems.economic pressures, lack of maturity,or a host of forces of the erlemy array themservesagarnstus. The. - " .

•._ other dysfunctions. Ultimately. tensJonsarise and this pastorwho allowshisrelationship with the Lord to shpis
" ' • " " ',. , " Usuallyleads to a 18ckof involvementand fulfillment m n serious danger of slipping into a wrong relationship.

the sexual relationship. This leavessome persons quite
; ", , ' vulnerable. 2. The CulturalStance

..... . We have often heard rtsaid that we can be "in the
• 4. The Counseling Dilemma , worl.dbut not of the world."We do have tolive in this day.

" : . Psychiatrists .psycho!()gists, marriage counselors .eventhough we see our culture on a great slideof moral
.... ,andpastors are being called uponby those distressedin decline. Pastorsmust be careful not to allow their eyes

• .i - : _ unhappy marriages, andminds to feed on material that is in keeping with this
' • " " " : " " RecentlY/Iheai;d a discussion on the radi_ about the degeneration. Too often I find that men have allowed

T . _. • . ,1_i " number of professional coun, elo_'sthat are becoming their feet towander to thebookstandsor tothemovle--IIIl_ F _. JIliW,--,'__I_ I • . involved sexually with counselees. At first, this would houses where they feast on. sensuality'and por-seem to be very abnormal but uRoncarefulevaluation nographiefilth; The testimony is often, '1 never thought
. • • .. think some of the reasons become evident, it could happen to me but what result can be expected

•., " A woman, disturbed by her marital problems,visits a if a person continually feeds his mind in this context.•"As

CALLTO,• . , ' pastor.Sheusually finds the man sitting across thedesk [a man] thinketh inhis heart, so is he" (Prov.23:7).• - " " " • • ., from her•to be,a kind. gentle personwho has sincere 3. The Marriage Pattern
. ' . -.... concern and compassion for net: Most important is the I would present a threefold suggestion for 16ema_:-. . fact that he takes time to listen to he_;_without ridicule

• I |I"Y FAIR She feels so good after the session beeause she has r'agerelati°nship'lnthebeginningGod'inestablishlngVA this beautiful unnon.•suggested that there shout_l be
• been able to unburden her heart and Lnturn receive 'oneness." I think this onenessShouldapply to the soirit.

.. - • -someenc0uragement rather than.scorn and criticism.-', soul and body. " "
. ....., -. .. . . ... .. When things get rough at 'home. she is back. at me Thesp_ht---raspiritua{communion between,husband

, . :,. Jseshe reallyneedshim. If a pastor :

,• -:.. ... by RI J: Gould " . . . , . - s not w_se.soon he can become a _rutch. The woman and wife is of utmost importance: "Two are better than..... - can begin to idolize him and wish her husband were so one" we read.in Ecclesiastes.but the writer goes on to
Disirict Suee_intendenl. CanadianMidwestDistrict : understanding and kind. Subsequent visits bring ex- suggest that ;'a threefo!d cord is not quickly broken"

TheChrisr_anan_Missionary.Alhance _er appreciatton--a prolonged handshake Eccles;4:9. ! 2).When husl_andand wife are in a regu-
" .. a,quick squeeze, a little kiss and on it goes.. : - tar pattern of da ly devotion.with God.-communion and "

- - - " . " .. If a pastor is notbeing fulfilledin hisown marriage,he fellowship areestab!ished. I havediscovered that those• • whOpray together consistently also havebetter lines of
• can soon begin to treasure this type of expressLon,for it

" • .. - .... • _rovideshim with extra attention he may feelis lacking communication with each other. Many pastors corifess- . • . - . . .

n Bunyan's classic Pilgrin_'sProgress he records cru- 'TheSacred Recur(; reveals that mar) probably strug- at home. Even if the.pastor has a good marriage, he to the difficulty they have in experLencinga regular de-
I cialevents in.ChristianSjourney t0warcl the celestial ales Withsexualdrives more than any bther temptation, cannot afford to expose himself to this kind of "transfer- votional lifewith their partner. F_r a man in leadershiD.ol" the Lord'swork..this is imperative•
City.Along theway the city of Va'nitypresented its chat- EvenDavid. a man after God's own heart, fell victim to he is human, and be is making himself
lenge with the "fair" where allsorts of enticements were this powerful enticement (2 Samuel 11). very v'ulnerable.The wise writer asks.."Cana man take Thesoul_-a man and his wife need eachother. They

"Land.hisclothe_ not be burned?" (Pro,,' must have time for one another and.ol_portunty to pur-
offered including "lusts pleasures• and deligh!s of all 2. The Cultural Trend 6:27). sue activities of common interest that will cultivate their

sortS,TodayaSpastorsWh°res•arebaWds'facedWiveS'wtb etc."theca to Vanty Far, _" Sex "Is.the.... keynote of our day.,Every aspect of our " own relalionship. The work ethic of-today leaves few
........ " • society seems to,Depermeated with sexua overtones SOLUTIONS TO THE PROBLEM with ample time for this unless it is scheduled. Manywathtncreasnngfervor,I address thusproblem becauseof -. .... •

• r' nc w t" ' v ra s" rs ' "h as" f-w e-r- ' Hardly apro'gram on te ev s on escapes is lOCUSThe .,, There are probably many reasons for a pastor's fall coupleslOsethe keenedgeof their relationshipbecausemyexpe_e e .nse e pa [o in_ e [ u y _ _ .. . , . .
adverts ng f e d majors on the sex symbol to marketwho have.fallen_,ictimto the enticements andhavebeen that I have.not mentioned, but I must address myself to they fail to learn to enloy one another'in activities away

forced to leavethe mir_istry.I would like to try to analyze, merchandise•TradtJonalcqncepts of ove and marriage what I choose'to call "solutions to the problem." from the daily routines. Pastors can be most guilty of
are being replaced by new freedoms. Lacey Hall sug_ . this becauseof their motivation to serveGod With'allOf

why this happens•and-then suggest guidelines to pus- gests that _nour day of the "new morality" and "situation 1; The Spiritual Principle their being. A pastor can become so busy in ministi'ytotors and their wives toassist them in building a strong . . , " "
relationship which vgill be one of the best defenses ethics" there is a definite changing of attitudes which Scripture ind Qatesthat the temptation will come be- others he•forgets ministry to his wife and family• It can
against this pitfall, multiply illicit sexual affairs, cause it is common to man (1 Cur. 10:13).'Certainly, be a very spiritual thing for a man to get off the merry-

. ;One would have to be naive to suggest tl_atwe are pastor_ should not be blind to this fact. Of all people go-round and plan for a,time of rest, re}axation,and the
" not affected in some way by the environment and cul- who find themselves ina naturalsetting for sucha temp- enjoyment of personal interests with his Wife and chil-

REASONS FOR THE PROBLEM rural trends of our day. The way sex psdisplayed.can. " t_tion, it .is a pastor. I cannot agree that it is always dren. • .
- Why should .a man ever be draw_ into.a situation create a desire to experience that which a persor up- have his wife or another person available The physical:-eventhough pastors havedi_,ine au-

where,he would establish an intimate relationship with pearsto be missing.The media presentation makes the when he is counseling with someone of the opposite thorization, they still have human limita,tions and'needs
another woman, pafti_ular.lywhen he has a.loveiy wife. adulterous life-style seem normal.... . sex, The key is whether or not a pastor is able to daily the same as otner men. A norma_sexual relationship is

and family of his own? There•are several reasons. 3, The Marriage Breakdown walk in the Spirit:ofGod ar_dappropr!atethe provisio0of _mperativefor a pastorwho is thrust into the lifeof heavy
1. The Enemy'_ Tactic . A third reason for the problern is marriage break_ that there is in Christ. schedules and .personalcounseling that is often prob-
At the root of allevil, out enemy, Satan, plays an downs. It has perhap_not been a fractured relationship " When pastors succumb to sensual allurements, usu- lem oriented• .

important role. He will make sure that the Lord's ser- that is evident to the public. It may.not evenbe obvieiJs ally you find that they haveleft the fortress of being daily It.is not unusual to find men. working in this context•
rants are thoroughly tempted.. . to the partners•involved.The fact is that theone partner surrounded by a:fresh encounterin the Scripture and a to havestrong desires-for sexual fulfillment. If his mar_

The "lust of the flesh"will•be a primary aiea of attack, maynot be awaie of the lack of fulfillment that is being worship'experience_nprayer that has renewed the inner riage is not providing this. a serious vulnerability is cre-
The enemy knows man's desire for love and sexual experienced by the other, man.The result is a lack of spiritual sensitivity and evi- ated Whenhe iscdnfronted with that young lady who
fulfillment. Satan will see to it that God's servants are At the root of the problem.maybe an inability to corn- dence of carnal motivations• desiresto express her appreciation for allhe has done in
beckoned to come and play the games of Vanity Fair. municate, beingtoo busy for eachother,emotional prob- We are not wrestling with flesh and blood. All the " assisting her to cope with her mamage problems, --

.... . rContinuedon page60)
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' + .+' ' ....:-;... , - ".,:THESERMON ........+
TIME:".... WORKSI'IOP• . lUlL _' +

• . . - +
• . • . * •

WHAT TO DO WITH IT
. , .+ . +

- • " ....... by A. Tired Brother • .

• . " • , . - . . " .- .
• , + ,

- I_Jlastor.l.:ewis .Brown of Saiisbury, I_llC_,wanting to Assuming'this was my congregation "my first ques- -. ,i +
r •challenge his people during the Year of the Lay- tion to them would be, "Is it OKif I use the 12 remaining
man to be of "greater service to your church and a hours for sleep?"
greatel; blessing to those around you/' asked them to. I figure ifl divide it up, I can get about 1_'4hours.a .

.check tl'ie following list. night. I'm sure gonnaneed it! As for meals, never mind. " "
On one side they were to checkthe things they felt I'll be too tired toeat anyway.

they could help.with according to thejr spiritual gifts and Taking the lesser figure of100 hours comes neai'er
pers6nal desJres.On the other they were to designate being a possibility. That leavesme 68 hours per week
the time they felttheir pastor should sPen_ each week for eating, sleeping,and a multitLJdeof other things that .
on each item, don't seen_.to.fitinto the abovecategories. Let's_see... .._

how shall I fritter away 9sh hours a Flay from my ... ,
THE YEAR 0F THE LAYMAN 100_.hourworkweek? It comes out looking something .,+!+

PASTORALDUTIES like this:
• -- Pastoral Visitation - •. -

__ PrayerT!me for Congregation 6 hrs.i10 m n--:Sleep. (I'llneed 10 minutes i0 get
New Prospect Visitation , - awake.) . .

--Meetings and Confe[ences 1V2hrs.- --Gulp (as opposed to eat). If I'skip
_, __ Class Meetings and Parties - + • : • " one men, .maybe able to relax

Leadingtl_e3 Worship Services alittle at dinner, :
Coun.seling(all types) . . • + ," " '."

." - " • .:_: _ Personal Bible Study & Devotions : '1-2 hrs. --Personal hygiene
Run to cleanersHospital Visitation " . .

PrepareSunday School Lesson " ... Fix the car Iorshop for a new one) + + .'
Family Recreation . Attend school functions with kids+
Personal Recreation Take kids to music lessons
Sermon Preparaiion . . _ Pick kids up from. various actiw
Personal Prayer Life • - . _ ities "

- .. Family Devotions Take out garbage " +
P_'epareBulletin/Newsletter Care for lawn an(} grounds .'

" Ttie results were rather:startling. Haul family, and constituency to
Pastor Brown distributed thjs to the wednesclay night doctor,dentist,optometrist,etc. '14 SERMON ILLUSTRATIONS _'l<isswife - -_ "

prayer meeting crowd:" The key, of course, to the
amount.oi:timeto spend on each.is necessity. "Someof KickFlOg : 1 '1 SERMONOUTLINES ,.

life is so easy.Makes me .... -my congregation,"says he, "had totatsof 156 hours in Why kick dog? Because his . f'_,k i

meanysome°neweek.apprehension:Onlyfour had less than 100, This gave mad,aboutWhoeVeraclergymai"_'s°riginatedlife."It's a dog s life"knew nothing. '1 SERM_JI'_CRAFT ARTICLE :;+:"

+ . ." , +" .," .
.. . ..- - _ n ,

. + +
• . . ., + • • , ,
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|LLUSTRATION$SERMON •
r

On Forgiving Yourself Seif-centered The rich man in his castle• •
The poor man at his gate, electronicmedia to determine their re- crosspiece and the rabbit feltback into ourselvesin meDiocreliteratureor p'alnt-

Youmay be familiarwith Harriette Ar- The"valeh of me last German.Kaiser G'odmade them. high or lowJy, hgloushabits anc views, the well .ng or music,we become; in that sphere
now's book. The Dollmaker Gertie, the sa_d."_cannot deny that my masterwas And ordered the/r estate• The individuals' studied were De- With frantic eagerness Rags con- of our hves_,mediocrepeople.
mare character,"is a tragic, suffering, vain, He had to be the central figu[e in scribed by the researches,as "predom- sumeo the food and water Drought to Perhap_ the threat of r,,0edlocntyis _• 'i
prave heroic I gure. Born and reared _n everything. If.he went to a Christening, Irt:1963 the hymn was officially re- mantly white males n their 30s add him: but when the owners wanted Rags greater in music than in any other art
Kemucky,she always wanted to have a ne wanted to be the baby. If he went to move'd'from the Angl can hymnal Fifty .40s over nail of whom have graduate to go home with them, he would not The ease with which a flip of the switch
farm and stay tnere. Herhusband dur- .awedding, he wanted to pe tne bride, lf years earlier it was different• The degrees• budg.efrom the moutn of the welL He fillsthe room wi]h music, combifiedwith
ng World War II went to Detroit to work he went to a funeraJ,he wanted to be. secend-class passengers on the Titanic Of these most influential media decl- kep looking down. So someone went thesynDrome of minDleSSlyabsorbing
and made her bnng the children and the corpse." - stoodcalmly by while the first-class sion makers, exactly half have no re- down agaLnann brought up the rabbit, "background music," has consp!red
moveto a ghetto in the city. Her life De- --JamesR Blorge. TheLo_RoadtoCalvan/(Ab.passengers filled the lifeboats• Rather ligious affiliation, and 86 percent "sel- the friend WhOnao snared a truce of against good m(Jsicaltaste•
came one miserable, trying.experience _gdon•1982) : - _than break•the sanctions of class dis- dom or never attend re!igiousservices, comradeshtowhthhimin their mutual d=- But Cnnst=ansare obligatedtc excel_
after anomer' . nc ion "meyacceptec certain death in Only 8 percent attend chu_'chor s_,n- saster.When the rabbt was brought up _encebecause of who God Ls.The dOC-

Much ol her m_seryrevolved around " ' ' the icy Atlantic. Let. us remember that agogueweekly One in five claLmsto'be safely,-Rags sniffed him eagerly and trine o stewardship, moreover,teacnes -
herconstant memor_of pas.tsshecould Evangelizing the ground IS level at t17efoot of the" Protestant and' one m eight Catholic. then w_l[mgLyheaded for home• us that there is an oiphgationto develoP
not forget and forgive: net mothe[ who Cross. " " One Lnfour was rinsed in a Jew=sn That same tmpulse is in the heart of every talent-or capacity that we DOS- . ..
talked her out of staying m Kentucky tn (_ne vis_tatLon evangelism cam- • --OawdKnmle household." . . every oerson who has really tasted sess :•-
and persuaded her to "keep her fancily palgn, a young couple, who had been " IdeologicaTlyliberal, 90.percent of the Chnst--hecannot be content to be res- How. then, does one deve10pgood
together" and move to DetroLl her hus- (,_hristiansfor Only six months, won "26 . .groupagree that "awoman has thengnt cued alone', he can Pe content only. musical taste? Music =sthe art of the
band who never knew her and neverun- people reone week. One man was.vls- The Migllty Must to deCLdefor hei'seti Whether to nave an wnen mose WhO have shared h_s pit -ea_ Good [tstenmg requ!res concen.

....... attention• It also requiresI_stenmg
. " to excellentrather than mediocre artisticderstood her yearning forthe cou"ntry ited seventimes_On the seventh visit he abertiun," and 79.percent'identifY with .havebeen rescueD, tratedform• The way to de_/elopexce}iertceinand thus forced her to come and.live caved in. saying: "Well• it if means so If God is God, then ultimately truth the."pro-choice"' position on abortion. --E StanleyJOnes.ChristianMatunty(Abmgaon "

- - Three-auarters disagree that homo- _Pao_with hem 3 the city. Geriie can't forgive much to you, Ill try it." . must prevail. In his Opera Princess Ida. musical taste _ssimple: It requires only
her mamma: she can't forgive Clovis _E StanleyJones.ChnsttanMatunry(Abingdon. W.S. Gilbertwrotesome lineswhich are sexuality iswrong, compared to 9 oer- " " that we keep listening to music that is

" her husband. _980)- sung by Lady Blancfie. Lady Blanche's cent who feel.it is. Fifty-four percent do - Unselfish Act excellent.,
" dt:eamsandambitions have never beeo not regard adultery as wi_ong(versus 1•5.

• . But. most tragically, she:can't iorg_ve " " • fu]ffiled,but she is sure they wili be: The grandestexpression of,love:_sto _Le_andRyKonTheCtln_tlan im_g_nailon(Ba_.er,
herself: for not being strong and buying percent.who (3o). forgive..It is our most unselfishact ano 1981)

" : some land and staying in Kentucky; for A Parable for Ministry Com_, mighty Must/ Eterntt_April,'982 " - thereforethe most difficult an{]most re-" - Inevitable Shall/
- • .. not keeping her children-in Kentucky on wardLng. • " A Dr. Spock Rerun *_i

the farm: for embarrassing them with _ flock of crows disputed possession In thee I trust, • Forgiving is' I_e a railroad track that
",• "country" outbursts '_ the city schools of a cornfield with a farmer and _his Time weaves my coronal/ , A Dance of.Joy cressesonward acrossthe prairie: it w_li For decades I .was an uncom'-

:, and getnng mere n trouble there: for sons. Again and againthey returned to Go. mocktngls! tn the potgnant, stirrLngclay Shad. not be pushed aside by weeds of ratio- prom=singcivil bertanan and scorned
'humiliating Reuben. the oldest child un- the attack• But at last a shower of.buck- Go. disappointing Was! . owoox all. the characters know they nalizatien that grow up around itl and the hypocr sy involved in the enforce-

" " t_ he ran away from Detroit and went shot sent them flying in terro_ Assem- Away/The Mighty Must haveincurablediseases; tney are all go- will no1 be crushed by fear of vulner- ment.ol obscemty laws; but recent
3ackhome: for lett ng her daydreaming • bling _10omily on the edge of the Shal_be! , ing to die..They are a_ taken to the Pc_ ability.Straightan(]purposeful, it moves trends in movies, literature, and art to* * _...
daugnter'Cassie wander off to the rail- ' woods, they held a councilof war_ _ ,_ cono Mountains to dee. Brian one of forward toward completionever_though ward that Which think-o[ as ShoCkoh-
road_rackswhere she gets hit by a train _One young,and vigorous crow rose - • scenity,and the courts' acceptanceof it, -
and is kdled,Gettie never recovers. Her and thrust out his chest. 'As far asl can -'. 'those wt_bknows _.eis soon to die, ina" it may be,a journey of-great.length.
past. ha(_nts her. painfully an'd un- see". he sad "there are more .crows What a Way to'Die _ very moving and memorable line, as he The trueforgiver does not wait until have made.me change my position.... - - thinks of his own life and the livesof the "feeling ike it," but forgivesimmediately, particular!y,in view .ol omer brutalizing . -

"ceasingly. She can never forgive hersoll than men. and we can fly. which men ' " ....
her cast, and life is miserable_for her cannof,- So'why pc we'n.otassemble I_ William Make_eace"Thackeray's others and the world they ha_'e all Then the good feeling_ come: warmth trends• In our so-called emanc=*
and all those around her. - and destroy these creatures who pre-. 19th-oentury" novel The Newcomes, known, says:"The universe is not a sy'l- created out of a willful intention to love pat=on.from our Puritan past _ think
--RobertT YoungA Spng of HO_ (Ab,ngdon sume to gover_ us. and drive us from Thomas Newcomelies on hisdeathbed, Iogism, It.is a miracle.The universe =sa others; and a sense of secunty arising weve lost our bearings• Many enlight-
_9a0) " our food? Then we couldeat all the corn As the last I_ellstruck, a peculia_s,_,eet miracle•If you can believe,a p_irtof it. It .from de berate faithfulness to God's ened parents stillhave nner conwct=OnSsure

: we want. and there.would De no one to smile shone over his face; and he lifted [s cause for dancing, commands. - but areafraid that they don't have a
uphisheadalittle'andquicklysalo,'Ad- --Roberi• Young,A Spr_gof_ope(Ab_ngdon, AS we forgive, resentment is dis- '_baslsfor teechingthemtotheirchildren.

Teach stop us." . " .placed.by icy; barners'between people Some of their children are quite bew[=-
. . " An older crow at the edgeof the flock sumr (Latld for 'present')and fe back• It lgao_ " •

It is an authentic anecdote of the late- nterrupted. ".That .is'.all very well," he was the word we used at scnool, when " " - turn to bonds of trust: the Plight of dis- dered as child psychiatrists and school
Dr:NathanielBowditch that.when, at the said "but n my lifetimeI have observed names were called;;and Io,.ne, WhOSe ""• - ike heals, and friendshio.flowers; and counsellors reoort. - .
age of 21' years, he.sailed On an East this one.thing Where there areno men heart was as that of a little chilD,had On Sharing Pits and Rescues sounds o .Suspicion turn te sounds of • "
nd an voyage, he took pains to insttu(_ there are also no cornfields•'.' answered to hisname. and stood in the "Rags; an Airedale missing for .tnree celebration.. . ....

presence of the Master," days, was found when a faint .barking --R chardI_Waiters,'_4nger:YoursandMtneitnd .Guilt Feelings ':.':
the crew of the snip in the art of naviga* --JohnH Townsend - Some of us feelguilty becauseWe are _:tiOn, Everysa[_oronboard; ounng that " was hea,'d from a 50-foot'dry well on WhattoDoAbOutli(ZonderVan, 1981) "

voyage, becameafte_-v_ardsacaptain dr. - abandoned property, /%man was low- ".. . . -" ered into the well, andRags was found Garbage In;Garbage Out guilty. No an_ount of pastoral reas-
• '. a ship. Such are the natural con- Who's Who Media Morality • surance that guilt s outmoded or that i

sequences of associating with a man uninju[ed,but weak from hunger. The . -
whose mind is intent upon useful knowl- If _,ou.teacnpeople that they are Infe- Robert Lichter of George Washington man put Rags into a secl_;and in doing Aesthetically,as well as morany, we am, after all; basically nice should ore:
edge ant whose actions are born of be- qor sooner or later they come to believe University and Stanley Rothman of - so he felt something hil his leg. Re become' the sum of our indulgences maturey relieveme Ofmy legitimate bur- ,.,

• -nevolence. " it, Some _ei_eveCecil Frances Alex- Smith College inter_;.iewed240. editors, found that a large rabbit'hadfallen into What we habitually take into outminds dens, - , . _,•_

• " •" "_" --HoraceMann anoer's infamous 1849 hymn: anD reporiers of too newspapers and - " _ sack.thewefttOO.butinThecomingrabbit.uoWaSthePUtsackint°hit.tneapanand_maginat_OnSofus. If webecomeSconsistentlyapermanentmmerse. --w,u,am.1982....H.W_U"non. Christian.Centur)_.ADrd491_'4 .'
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SERMOHOUTLIHES- "" *•• ' *

by Frank W. Morley " • - ,
Community Church of the Nazarene. Torrance,Calif

THE WORLD'S n. Believe in His Power to Cleanse Iv, IV. The Word Brings Only God's Best " " CONCLUSION:If you followthe pattern JESUS_THE BRANCH " I..The Bequest of an Assurance of
GREA'I;EST TRAGEDY 40) fo the.Life iv. 8) n ask=ngrecognizingthe natureof ti_e MANAGER " Salvation(vv.lp-20)- How much moreshallyour John 15:1-9 • He did not just appear to show that

• Gen.'3:6-7 "You can make me clea_ : Le. You The Wornwigbringwhat Godintends ..._ gift of God, , . , . . , He was alive. He came showi_ngHis

INTROpUCTION: Examoles of great have the power to do _t. tb the heart andlife,notalwayswhat we " : ' neavenLyFather g_ve... ')'' INTRODUCTION:The re atonship we wounds;not tOprovewhoHewas,"but• Want.He wants.fruitfulnessand growth. . . . havewithJesus s dependentupon the toprove.whatHehad done--gained our
rageoies. None'of these can be called IlL Consecrateand Trust Iv.40) Often our desireswould mit both THE FAITH OF A DONKEY relationshipHe has w h theFathe_'and - "salvation. " '_'

the world's greatest tragedy, so what "If you are willing' (NIV); Le.. I want - is similar to it.
can be so-called?' The entrance' of sin only what You want. "1 would rather be CONCLUSION: This guarantee has no Luke 19.'28-35 .
'1tothe world.' n this wheelchair with H m then able to t=meI mts It does not runoul after one INTRODUCTIONI"God_used a donkey L The Vine and the Gardener (v_'.l-B) I1.The Bequesi of Peace (vv. 19,-21) '
I. The Origin of Sin " - " " walk wLthoutHim"'(Joni Eareckson). year or five years•It.does ha_,euse con- to soeak to an .Old Testament prophet, A. Thespecial relationship(v. 1). He says it twice so that we really un-" ditions. If we wan the Wordto work. we andHe uses another_oneto speak_to us E3.The spec=alizedtask the woe sub- derstandit. it He carl overcome death.•

Sin came througn a clash of wills. ' • which is the final enemy• no one else
God said. "Youshall not." Man said "We IV. Devotion.Through Obedience ivv_ must accept it into our I=vesas supreme about our service, masto (v. 2). -
snail be as gods." 43-44) . and allow God to.produce His desires 1 Cut off (v. 2). The Father cuts off can defeat. His peace can .keeo ourThe fact.of thisman's disobedience .within us. • I. Knownto Jesus (,z30) . hearts and minds•
II. The Nature of Sin: Disobedience . - He Knew where the donkey was. its the fruitless, " .

doesn't change Jesus demand• {Corn- age, and expenence. He knows us at 2. Cut back (v.2). The Fatherprunes iA .They broke a known law of God. pare Acts 5:32.) " " least as well. awaythe deadwooo. Ncone elsg has III. The Bequest o! Service (v. ;_1) .
" e. Sinis more than anect..They were . " • " " THE PARABLE OF 'that rignt. Isn't a will supposed to bring gifts

so cnanged they had to be driven from V. Experience Cleansing (v.42). " PENTECOST I1,Available to Jesus (vv. 31-33) C, The s=gnilicanceresults, rather than ourdens?Yes,but service is
Ttle Lord needs it' (NIV)was all that 1. Fruit bed.cog(vv,2 4). a gifted privilege to Christians, not an

the garden: " --•'Immediately the leprosy left him Luke, 11i5.13 " "* " missionChrist himself receives,we sln-nl. The Consequences of Sin (NIV). All the leprosy;not justthe outer - "had'tic be said for .the donkey to.be 2 Father glorified(v.8). onerousduty,Think of it. the samecorn- "
A Self-decept=on--mey tried to hide signs..but the inward source, INTRODUCTION: Jesus is.speaking ava=lable:Do we need more persuas=on "

Irom God. CONCLUSION:FollowJhesimple ABCs, aoout prayer and links it d=rectly-with' than a donkey? II. The Vine and the Branches (vv.,3-9) ners receive.That is a privilege.
B. Guilt--that mace them want to and God will cleanse you as He Perltecostand,thegi'ft•of the Holy.Spirit. asThejesusrelationshiPhaswith oftheabiding*surrenderFatherIV. The Beouest of an Equipping (v, ""

hide. cleansed the leper He gives us a parableof supply and de- .I)1. Used by Jesus (v. 35) .
C. Seoaration from' God--driven mand . , Llsed as never before {v. 30)• No ex- _, Abiding meanscleansing (v,3): 22)benence necessa_ to work for Jesus B. Abiding means indwelling(v. 4). At tnecomnlencement of Plisministry _._

from thegarden. THE FINE PRINT IN I. The Nature'of the Supply(v. 13) when unde_ His control, If God only C. Abiding meansfruitfulness (v. 5). He receivedthe Spirit.•lfwe are going to
IV. The Remedy for Sin (v. 15i GOD'S GUARANTEE. " " Of a_lreasons to pray. of all things to used•those with pror experience, He D. Abidin_ means answered prayer - accePt the bequestof servicewe _re to

Sin,is to be crushed, notiust f(_rgiven, Luke 8:4-8 " pray for. we should pray for the Holy would:neveruse anyone•'Weall have to (v.7). - do the some. This was not their Sptnt
Its power _ste be broken by the seed of " " de everything for the first time. " baptism, rather it was an'earnest, Jusl
woman--Jesus. [Compare: Rom. 5:12_ " NTRODUCTION:If yol_ever have won- ' Spirit. - . E. Separat=onmeansdestruction (v.

tiered why the promises inti_eWoi'ddo ¢_.He _snecessary--like bread, fish.' "IV, Set;Aside by Jesus . 6). " as theyhad.{owait for pentecost before
. • . • 17: 6;17-18.22) not always seem to workas you ex- and eggs (_ 11) Not luxuries but neces- . Afte'r the entrance the donkey is [g- E Abiding means love (v.9). begin'ningtheir service, so riley had.to

CONCLUSION: ]'he message of the pected, maybe you neeo to see if you sa[es. -° _ nored. We are not told What happened CONCLUSION:The.parable is. not di- wait for. Pentecost for their full equip-
gospel is found in the first pages of me are claiming them in' line with the fine B. He is of value--not useless like a to it. I was set aside--without .com- rected.to the few wlio want to be ping. -'_
Bible. The world's greatest tragedy is print in the guarantee--promtse, stone (v.11):not dangerous like a scot- plaint since it was only a beast _I bur- "saints,"but toall wno want to be Chris: _;

overcome by me Cross. Sin shall not - 'v 5" .pion (v. 12)• . den. Jesus was Lord and Master. We tians. Abiding in Christ has only one el- CONCLUSION:Most people wa=tin an-
nave dominion,- I. The Word Must Be Acceptee t. ) • • C. He is our Resource for living_He should be as wise and humble. .ternativeand.that is a separation from ticipahonfor the will of a rich relative so

" The hard heart will not rece=ve the meets me emergencies of life {v.5). Ready to go, ready to sta}_ - Christ Be sure that you.abide., theYrejectCantheObtainbequeststhebequestS.ofthe KingLetUSofKings•n°t
THE ABCs OF CLEANSING Word.•so n will not work ano produce

Mark 1:40-45 " that contained in the Word, II. The Pattern for the Demand (v.9) V. Ignored by the CrowdNo one exalted the dor_keybut that THE LAST WILL AND

NTRODUCTION:Themiraclesof Jesus II. The Word Must Be Ac:ceptedInto But howdo we obtain thissupply?: didr_tmatter,it was not evenexpected,- TESTAMENT oF "" THE GIFT OF GOD
were m_)rethanincidentsto revealHis the Heart (v.6) . A. We ask persisiently (v. 8). "Keep He had hishourof service and'thatwas JESUS CHRIST Acts 15:8.9

power.They are eventsdes=gnedto re_ Supe'rficiatacceptance is no good: or)asking." glory enough.Our service may not al- .veal His will and purpose,So then the• B. We ask desperately(vv.5-6). You ways be recognizedby man, but that is. John '20._19-22 INTRODUCTION:The bhi_ase"The Gift
., cleansingof this lepershows Hiswill for shallowsoil recepion will not produce, have to be desperate to.awaken your notwhy we serve.It willalways De rec- iNTRODUCTION:A will is a record of of God" mightmake us think of Christ-

.us. III. The Word Must Be Accepted as neighborandthenknock _gainafter he ognizedby God. • whatthe deceasedleavesfor the living mas.or Eas'terandthe Gift of Jesus to '

. . I. Acknowledge the Need (v:40) Supreme in the Heart (v.7) . nas said no. CONCLUSION: He wants us to serve THIS willis a recordof what the Living our world, t ought to make us thinkof
"Youcan make me clean" (NIV);i.e,. I The Word WH_not produce,when _t C. We'ask _nneed(v,6). "1havenoth- Him:Tne servicewill be fittedte us and • One leaves tc those Who are dead in Pentecostandthe Giftof the HolySpirit.

amin neee ofcleaning, has to share me heart with thorns, ing." our abilityWITH HIM. Arewe available? trespassesand sins The text is.Peters testimony of what
" _ 51
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• SERMONhappenea on the Day of Pentecost and D. It _s a filling with love (v. 19)

I . wnat that meant to him Dersonal_y. "Speak to One another" (NIV) portraysfellowship encouragement, support; _nI How Goi_Gives

A With equality--to mem as He a word--love. CRAFT :
gave to us--the d_SC_O=es. CONCLUSION: This 11th command-

B. W_th assurance--He bare them ment isas binding as the.other 10. It --. --
' witness, giving, bringsjoy, thanksgiving, humility, ove. •-

Why would any Christian. seekirlg to " ' " "

II.-What God Gives grow. not want to obey? Matisse, the expressionist artist, loved to tell how The artistic style of the Bible reveals an insight aboutA. Purity--purified their hearts. " as a 12-year-old boy he happened upon a Bohe- human nature that tends to escape us in our flat. cere-•
B.,Power--l_eter does not mention IN CHRIST'S STEPS . mian painter at work beside a busy harbor. As he bral, and technological age. Man is acreatu}e who not

tn_sbecause he had the right prio[itles. . I Pet. 2:21 _ - - . " watched a seascape take shape on tne canvas under- only thinks but feels dreams, prays, weeps, laughs, and
People want power'without purity but •
Peterknows, as hfe teaches, that purity INTRCDUCTION: We _se the saying . the.quiet movements of the artist's brush, he sayS. "1felt celebrates. The truth communicated in the Scriptures is
always bnngs with it the rignt kind of Like iather like son" when we see the as if,my eyes had been skinned. All of a sudden, I came not only singular in its point but multidimensional in its
powe_ cnaracteristics ofone in the othe_ /_s _ . alive to tlie wonderful world Of color." impact, It appeals not only to the understanding but to
IlL when God Gives cnildren Of our:Father we are to snow Something like that must have happened on the Day the heart, It is more intuitive than cognitive, more caughtthe same chai'acteristics"by following In " " of Pentecost. Peter was draw_ to the ancient prophecy " than taught. It makes its appeal to the total person in all

• THE of Jqelwhich anticipated theage of the Spirit: "And your of the wondrously diverse.and richly sensitive dimen-
A In response to _n acknowledgec_ ti_e steps o Christ. steps that lead to: - "

need--God knew their hearts. " I.'A Holy Life (v.22) _" sons and "_;our daughters shall prophesy, ahd your. stuns of his being.B In response to a vital-faith--He • '
ourified by faith "He _;omm=ttedno sin" (NIV). We are , young men shall see visions, and your old men Shall A danger lurks il_ the reductionist c trend so popular

CONCLUSION He wil g,ve the Holy. to liven holy life. Compare 1 Pet. 4:1. PREACI"][En dream dreams"(Acts 2:17. NASB). The apostles' inner among bblica[ preachers, ln.oiJr day. Gr,at effort is de-
Soirit. who brings punty He will g_vethe Same word• "ceased,"used of Christ in eye½ were "skinned" to where they were release{] to voted to distilling the Bible's-basic truths, discovering its
.gft now.when re'your heart ne sees the c_]lmingthe sea. It was not impossible : . . proclaim Christ with'clarity and power, fundamental principles, and synthesizing its-timeless- for the sea ever to'become stormy P&uI'S.eyes Were literally skinned upon.being filled ventLes. Often, however, what is gained in simplictyis
recognition of your.need, and the faith again•It would remain calm while under AS with ¼heHoly Spirit, for "there fell from his eyes some- lost, in vitality. A skeleton may instruct the student re-
that will acceDt, the control of Christ. So wire our ceas- thing like scales" (Acts 9:18, NASB). With"that illu- garding the structure of the human body, but it is a poor

ing.frorfl sin. RTIST minating vision 0f Jesus came his Great Commission"to substitute for areal, live human being, I recall my highTHE 11TH.COMMANDMENT II. A Loving Life (v,23) A • "open.their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to school biology class where we set out to d ssect a frog
Eoh..5:18-21 Those .whOopposed and insulted . light"(26:18, NASB). Whatever elseartistry isall about, in order.to isolate and analyze its constituent parts. The

NTRODUCTION: People have spoken _lim.Helovedand prayedfor.We are to it bus to do with a new kind,of seeing, a fresh perspec- exercise was informative--but, alas, the frog died!
very humorously of"the 11th corn- dotne same. Toeoften weare quickto " t_ve, a dawningflash of inuminatiOn.s"Whereas I was Understanding ministry in terms of art me.ans that the

ump to ourown defense, blind.".said the man touched by Jesus' healing artistry, ,preacher will not only engage n careful exegesis but in. . ' . ,_ "rnandmen "--""Don t get caught" or.. " " expanswe exposition, He will paint with a broad brush.
sometn_ngike that, Today I haven seri- II1.An Obedient Life (v. 24).... . 'now I see" (John9:25,NASB),

: ' ous 1lth commandment."It =s"Be filled We can liveas He die, the way which "" . _ ' "" " :Tothink of ;)reaching as an art form is not a familiar He willden Withlarge passages, great ideas, and whole
w_ti_the Spirit." ed Him to die for others, i.e.obediently. : model of ministry. Yet it is implied in the biblical images peeple. He will se.ek to let the Bible speak through its
I. It Is a Command Rather than a Re- He was obedientunto death "eventhe - . " of priest, prophet, apostle, evangelist, pastor, teacher, own inherent art forms and richly emotive style. -
quest (v. 18) death of the cross.. . shepherd, and servant..Tl_e m nistry of the Word, in all Art and the Heart

"Be filled" is the language of com- CONCLUSION: This is how we are•to its d mensions, has to (Jowith the opening of innereyes •
mano. not of suggestionor opt=on. 1ve_following in His steps: But that is urltil Christ becomes dynamically alive in,the spiritual The preacher:artist is interested in more than inform-
I1. It Is the Rule Rather than the Ex- impossible.Itis likeaskinga crippleto by C. S. Cow[es consciousness. =ngthe mind and mov_hgthe will; I_eseeks to sculpture "
ception (v. t8) match,the:stride of an athlete [unn_ng " " . - the image of Jesus upon the soul. More than making a

the maratl_on.True•but Peter writes (v. Art.in the Scriptures convert is at stake; he seeks by the skillful application of
Do not get drunk . Instead. De 24), "by his'wounds you [the helpless "[he Bible itself is.the most imaginative, _iverse, and tne mallet of God's Word and the chisel of the Spirit tofilled" (NIV) Not getting drunk must up-

. ply to all Christians; therefore. "be filled cripple faced w=tnthe marathon] have
with the Spirit" must equally apply to all been healed"(NIV).The healing enables fascinating compendium of literary art in- the world., fashion a saint. Whilethe crises of conversion and entire
Christians• us to d_e'to sin and live to Him. There are, to be sure many. straightforward propose- sanctification are.the great acts of God accomplished in.. tiorial statements Which make a direct appeal to the. a moment's time of obedient •faith, cultivating Christian" character is the work of a lifetime,
II1. It Is.a Filling Rather then an Emp- LOVELY HOLINESS understanding. -
tying (vv. 19:21) The overwhelming massof biblical materials, how-" The" heart responds to art far, more readily and pro-

The.coming of the Soirit cleanses Text: 1 Corinthians 13
from sin. but it does not leave the heart LONG.SUFFERINGiv. 4) ever. sings and soars and sobs and cnes aloud and roundly than to flat, simplistic,propositiona_ statements:.
empty• LIKABLE ('kind'_ (v. 4) claps its hands and does cartwheels for joy. It cele- Many have been helped to understand 'the basic rudi-

A. t is a tilling with joy (v. 19). Music LEANS forothers (no envy) (v. 4) brates"God's greatness by bringing-into play v rtually ments of the gospel through the hse of the FourSpiri-
{s the evidenceof joy. LOWLY("not puffed up") (v.4) every art form known to man. Not only is narrative prose rual Laws. Yet they are to the rich drama of .a biblicalScn tures, but poetry, mus c, drama,..- story of redempt on What a cartoon drawing is to.a

B. It is a filling with thanksgiving (v. LEVELHEADED ("not '..;. unseemly"} (v. to be found in the •p - ,.,:-h_,l_nn,._lc}era _r, Even the Johannine state-
20)•The Snirit enables the one filled to 5). storytelhng, parabfes, and hymns. Its anguage is heavy _v,,,..... =....... ,.,hue. •LOW PRESSURE POINTS.("not easily with metaphor, Simile, hyperbole, allegory,-apocalypsls, ment -God is love" (1 John 4:7) does not begin to move -
see God's great goodness, and this orovoked'.)(v. 5) personification, symbols, and.all sorts of figures o1 the heart, fire the imagination, and excite the spirit likeleads to thanksgiving. " " ,

C. It _sa filling with humility (v. 21). LOVELYl"no evil")(v.5) . . speech. Architecture, sculpture, and craftsmanship are the parable of the prodigal son with its gripping portrait
Submission between the brethren LOOKSfor truth (v'6)LOFTY ["believeth [and] nopeth all to be foundin its pages. And sois singing, festivity, and of the wating, yearn ng, accepting and rejoicing Father.should be the order of life. All we are, " . dancin_ ("aerobics"?). When the biblical artists take pen The mind can grasp abstract truth only w th difficulty,
Godhas made us; allmy brother islGod things")(v. 7}
has made him We should honor God at. LIKE Chrisl ("beareth all things'') (v. 7) In hand, creation sings, -eternity invades time, and but it readi_,vresponds to pictures. Jesus understoodhea_,en bends low. The Bible not only employs art this far betterlhan rn0stor[is who preach: "And He
WOrKinour brothe_ ashe honors God at --J. GRANTSWANK . said, 'How.shall we picture the kingdom of God, or by
work in us. _ fo,':ms--it is, in and of itself, a superlative work of art, .- • .. _. 53
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• See   OTED• what paiable shall we present it?' ...And wi.thmany , _ " •
.: '. I such parables He was speaking the. WOrd t£ them" " " '

= (Mark 4:30. 33, NASB). i ___ L ( ' • -

,, I read Hal Lindsey's Late. Great Planet Earth several _: " ' - "
:_,_ years ago. He reduces the complex world of biblical "Manlearns more readily and remembersmore Willingly .road may matter more'than a vision of the horizon."
', i eschatology w th its vMd apocalyptic language and its " whatexcites his ridicule than wh&t deserveshis esteem --C_'S. Lewis

striking imagery to a senes rOtclear-cut propositional , and,respect." "You cannot live on skim milk during the days of the
statements, neatly systematized• and with dates at- _• - _-Horace ,,

• week and preachcream on Sundays_obert E Leetached. I read it with some interest--once. FOrsome . '
- ' " "A manwho has tl_egift of ridicule is apt to findfault, " " " " -- 'reason I have never felt _mpelled-to-go-backto it again.- - _ . •

Since then. however.I haveread the Book of Revela- -.. with anything that gives him an opportunity o! exert- -Whensome peol_lesay a thing, they are apt to imagine
"- tion over and over again.• Recently I read it through in " ing his beloved talent."

one sitting. When I immerse myself in this piece of strik- . " _Joseph Addison they have done it." --W. B. J. Martin
ing literary art; I fine myself.on a roller coaster. I am I' ,_t . " - .
carried to the skies inone chapter and abruptly plunged ; -Knowledgeis proud that he has learnedso much. Wis- t, _ - ... "In the average community today there are more
to the edgi_ ofhorror ir:ithe next. A kaleidoscope of I _ -• •. dora is humble that he knowsno more."

images flash througn my mind. Emotions of wonder, I -- _:::. --William Cowper.The Task Iohelypersonsand _ro0bledhomes than at any time
texctement, fear. joy, dread, stark terror,' and soanng _,::.... in our history. Such,persons and families need a
exhilarationcascadeover my spirit.By the time I move "-- ' , Of all the I10rrld,hideous notes of woe, pastor,.inthe older sense of the term. In the opinion

beyond the Great'White Throne Judgment into the ex- ' _ i . Sadderthan owl-songs or the midnightblast, " of many thoughtful laymen, thi_,is where the 'aver-

. __._________ " " most often.'"
,i " i alted beautyand magnificentsplendorof the New Jeru- - is that portentous phrase, "1told youso." age ministerof todayfailsAndre w W. Blackwood

salem coming down from God out of heaven. I am on --_-.-'7-----_- . :-_Lord,Byron .
thecrestofthe Wave,wafted farbeyondmyself--which ----- _ • . -
is the mark of true art. " _-- "1have sworn upon the altar of God,eternal hostility "That which is good or great makes itselfknown, no

. " When I have reached the end of Revelation,I find that _ ----._._L- . -_ _ againstevery form of tyranny over the mind of man." . matter how loud .the clamor of denial• That which de-
I haveno a!Spetitefor speculating about dates or signs . " --Thomas Jefferson serves to live--lives."• --1915, Cadillac Motor Car Ad,
of the end. Rather,I find myself joining those 4 and 20 • Saturday EveningPost

': ". - elderswho prostrate themselvesbefore the throne,cry_ "'My sermon theme t_ is morning is 'Where _ave ] Thouart slave to Fate,Chance,kings, anddesperate "
' • =ngout with a loud voice: Faded. , _, men, "The commonestOfall methods of bringing a dead

' " " ' "' ' " " _:-: Anddost with poison, war,and sickness dwell, -
. , And poppyor charms can make us sleep as well, churchback to life is to.form an Inner prayer circle.""" _ "Worthy is the.Lamb that was slain to recewe - MASTERSAGENCY ,_ _ " -_Frank C. Laubach

.powerand richesand wtsdom and might and honor irTlagein time. But a portraitu.rehrtist is able to blend ' ' • And better than thy stroke;why swellestthou then?
and glory and blessing."... "ToHim who sits on the together many =mageswith varying depth of hues n One shortsleep past, we wake eternally, ' " '
throne,and to the Lamb. be blessingand honorand such a way that the painting conveys a three- Anddeath shall be no more;death, thoushalt die: "Lord make usworthyof the highesteem in whichwe

"ii_ glory and dominion forever and ever."... "Amen"'' dimensional depth and a timeless quality. It commu- --John Donne,Holy Sonnets hold.ourselves." --Unknown
' _ . (Rev.5:12-13, NASB). nicateslife warmth,vitality._ .
.... - • . . Life. for most of the"people who gather before the "No man pleases by silence;manyplease by speaking "11 it takes a fifty-thousand-dollarman to
. i The Preacher-Artist'sTask preacher'onSunday,appearsto be a seriesof moreor. ' ' briefly." --Ausonius Guidea client

Thepreachertakesthepalletof biblCa revelation,the less unrelatedsnapshots..They have lived through a - .Developa coal m he, ,
brush of his own interpretiveinsight, and paints.the series of miscelaneous•experiences.Their emotions _ Put a Corporationon ts _eet,
glory of God uponbelievers'hearts, He.composesr6u- ha_,ebeenst rred.F0rthe mostpart however,they can- _. _ "When the heart Is afire, some sparks w f y out of• .. What is the teacher worth who

1 sicthat sets the spiritto.singingand soaringintoheav- - not see any underlyingpurpose,anyunifying pattern, _, the mouth.", takes the boy of yoursand
: . enly places in Christ Jesus. anycosmic meaning in what has happened to them. ' - " --,Th(_masFuller,Gnomologia.. Guides him, . ...

Artists dream. Joseph's brothers spoke more than Along comes the i_astoral-artist.Hehas dipped deep
they knew when they said of him, "Here comes this into the Word of God. immersed himself in the wisdom "Neither scientific observation nor common sense al- Develops him,

. .... dreamer." (Gen 37.19_NASB). Hedreamed dreams and of the ages, ant listened long to the cry of his people's lows us to think.that human beings are really•searching Puts him bn his feet, and
saw visionswhichenabledhimto divert a greatdisaster _earts. With the aidof the Spirit he stands in the pulpit, for liberty. They usually have seyeral other goals-- Makes a man of him?" ' _ " " "
fromovertakingthe great ancientEgyptiancivilization• takes the brush of the preachedWord in hand, and security,comfort, quiet, .personalambition,collective _From the Georgia Parent.Teacher
and contributed s gnificantly to the preservation and begins to wi_avethe pigments of his people's raw ex- •dreams,and so on." . .

.; welfare of the peopleof God. penences into a unified, cohe_:ent,and meaningful per- --Jose Comblin, The Churchand the "Teachus, good Lord, te serveThee as Thou deservest:
The,preacher;artist will be enabled by the Holy Spirit trait. Hereand there, someone will say "Oh, I see," and NatiorialSecurity State tOtogfightveandandnOtnottOtocounthi_edthethewounds;C0St;. . .. •

to dream of possibilities and envision potentialities will .take heart. The impression that life is a roulette
whichlie beyondthe imaginationof most people.He will wheel isreplacedby the convictionthat "God causes all Televisionis "chewing gum for the eyes." to toil and not to seek for rest;
see his congregationfrom the perspectiveof'eternity, thingstoworktogetherforgoodto those who loveGod, : - --John Mason Brown to laborandnot ask for anyreward, •. - • . savethatof knowingthatwe do Thy will,Amen."

With an artist's sure instinct, he will perceive them not as. to those who are ca ed according to His purpose" (Rum. • " " n" .. --Ignatius Loyola'.
they are, but as they can become by the grace of God. 8:28, NASB). " . - . =1can resist everything except temptaho ,. " •
And he willexercise his preachingart toward the end of A little girl stopped n mid-sentence interrupting her •- . --Oscar Wilde _'Sowhat'sa preacher?
awakeninghis peopleto theirspiritualdestinyandactu- -bedtimeprayer with tn=sexclamation'."Mommy, I sure .
alizingtheir creativegifts, wish God ned skin on His faceP_What is it that t6e "Half-doing is the undoing6f many a worth_cause." He Is one who stands alonga de the roadand keeps

Artists interpret. They .see thingsnot as they seem, preacher-artistdoes? He putsskinon God's face, flesh _J, D. Abbott shouting-td-themost,agonizing Ioads_'KeePPe°ple--s°me-burdened-withwaking. Keep walk-the
I_utas they reallyare. Thisrequ!resa gift of penetration, and blood on God's truth, and music into God's sphere . •

perceptiorl, and understanding.. A cam_erafreezes..an . .untilhis.people feel their hearts strangely.,warmed, _, tain"N°:roadaglimpSebynight,isnOt.aaglimpseViSion,bututthet°anextmanthreeOna feetm°Un'ofleg. You can make it home,'" _J. Grant Swa:nk,Jr. '_'
54 . - 55
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" ,_ whohadbeen disappointed so often or_the interactingof memberswith that someoneelse had brougl_t,and

CHURCH BOARD MODELS Books .that'once compelled me have the feeling that institutions when ne'sought to move into the eachother,sharing what God is do: then on to another who shared a
CARING MINISTRY strongly now seem very ordinary, such.as Goodwilllndustries perform pool for healing, ing in their ives. as opposed to a favorite scripture. We continued

. - - Books that I once felt-were immortal the same function to books as the Again and again our Lord sought lengthy devotional from the pastor, smoothly through the list,
'For two years the church board have died a quiet death on my Humane Society does to old dogs out the lonely ane the confined, to In keepingwiththat purpose,on a When eight peopte had shared

has participated in setting the pace shelves.-Manyhaveexpired through and cats. touch them with His healingministry recent Sundayevening I gaveouta eight different ingredients, we
for the caring ministry of-the church the process of being partially read.. The best part of this whole experi- rightwhere they were, He commis- 3 x 5 index card to each person oDenedatrandom•ihefloorlfearedf°rpeoplethellowt°ofSharethe
by. making monthly contacts with Some of my old (_01legetextbooks' ence is to rediscover that some old service would slow down, and we• - s[onee His.disciptes to go to the ill, present .On eachcard, I had written
regular attenders, absentees, and were completelyread because they loves still quicken the heart, ane to- often to anoint them with oil (Mark a particularitem that the card holder- was to bring with him to the up- would have those awfUt 15-second
new'prospects.'A 5 x 8 card is pre- were requ red reading: find new paths to pursue and new 6:13) " comingWednesdaye_,en[ngservice, lulls between testimomes. On the
pared for.each family or single adult ' the people had come _ith
which includes their name, address, (Perhaps our federal government thoughts to explore in the rereadi_Sg their'testimonies reaoy and were
telephone number,birthday and an- could subsidize literacyby gf_,ingus of the books that have beeHwith us As the minister seeks out the sick
niversary dates, as well as columns •ministers a ,tax.rebate for 10 new for a long, long time. The preacher shut-in,surely It cannot be amiss to Cards contained.one of the f(_llqw- contrary,books read each year plus a who.builds and keeps a library s carry with him a vialof oil.No_would ingitems: - anxiousto share.Theydidn't nave to. God's , - "
in which board members can indi- --Come w_tna favoritechorus,
cate who made thecontact, when thoughtful essay on how they have• an eternal Optimist. He believes that we be amiss n educating sit and think The cards had g_ven
and what type of contact {whether enriched our ILvesand ministlies, the string called the past is tied people that when they ar_}sick, the --Come with a:favorite hymn. -them the little bit of direction they
'visit phone (:all. card. or letter). At Such a plan would have the added to the string celled the future, and Bible instructs them to call on me • --Come withyour favorite verse needed to.come .with an exciting
the close of each board meeting the benefit of employing some of the that the knots are stacked side by minister to pray for. them and to • of_;crpturearid whyit is your testirnony that was alive, vibrant,

. and tOthe point!

,.cards are _tistributed {about four or oversupply of Ph.D.'s that we keep side on his library shelves• anoint them with oil. fa'_,onte. " " • ' _ r members had re-. • --Ross W.Hayslip Each .time we administer the --Come With a verse of sc(pture Twoof our bide
five toeach family represented oh hearing about. After all someone " " T_Jcson,Adz Lord's.Supper publicly, we should tnat hastaken en new mean- ceived cards asking them to'share
the board),and prayeris held for the besides the income taxcollectors .remember the shut-ins• We should Lngin your recentdevotions, how they were saved, Hearing hOW

. people td be contacted. Board would haveto grade our essays•An arrange to go to them and serve --Come with a testimony of how God had saved them many years
- was

members are urged to make the A could rate a .12 percent rebate. God savedyou,
contacts family,projects by having while a-C might only get an 8 per- S.,0(CRAMENTSAND RITES them this I_iessedsacrament.(Most ago and kept them until nowChristian booksto'res have mini-kits --Come w th a testimony of how inspiring for our younger members•

the people in theirhomes for a meal cent kickbacK.That should provide FOR SHUT-INS.
or Sunday evening snack, remem- a healthy stimulus to thereligious of Communion vessels me minister God is Working in :your life Some goo_l preaching came from

• bering their birthdays or anniversa- bookmarket.) . . On one occasion it was my re- can carry with him.) . • right now. . mose who share passagesof scrip-
nes, sending a card or.letter of en- Perhaps the worst exoenence of sponsibility to minister to a woman " Then there is the privilegeof pub- --Come with a testimonyof a re- ture. We heard how God had been
couragement, or appreciation, etc. shuffing t)ookS.is what .m ght be inher 70s.All herdays she had been" licly taking church membershlp cent opportunity to withesS answenngprayers just that week for
We emphasize that this should be ca led. bibliophilic guilt, the well" a skeptic, but late in life, while a vows It can be areal ministry to go .. and how you handled it. some•andhow otherswere needing- shut-in, she had been led. to the to the converted shut-in and offer- --Come with'a prayerrequest for to receive strength in their daily wtt-
done with regular atterlders as well intentioned purchases thathave re- Lord. She asked to be baptized. It him the priyileges and duties of a need in your own personal nessing. Much in-depth Body shar-ing went on during that fast hour•We
as the sporadic and absentees. Our mained totally unread. Some thee- was my privilege to administer this church membership and, when he life. with
goal is for the church as a whole to og cal essays purchased wit_lnoble
develop a.ministering life-style. : intentions just recently;acquired,but sacrament to her..: - requests t_ toadminister the same As the cards were passed out laughed with some. and criedWe who.are privilegedto join with .to him. that Sunday, reminded.everyone others. We closed in prayer around

---Richard G. Diffenderfer " alreadyon thetop shelf safely out of othersin publicw0rshiptreasur'e the Every community has its popu- that the success of our service the altar.
State College, Pa. reach, a book of sermons 99 her- sacramentsand.rites of ourchurch, lation of shut-ins. Therefore, like would.depend on "each part of the We ar'enot quite sure how the

cent unread, make me squirm and.. True, none of them alone is the Jesus.letussearchforthem, andas Body doing its part." Insteadof com- Lord _sgoing to usethis same for-. mat in the days ahead. Maybeit was
" ' " • •.feelvery guilty.Sometin]6s the voice meansof our satvatioh.But each of

of conscience asks me in dread theybecome e gible..letus gladlylet [ngto churchto see what the pastor . meant tobeiust aone.shot deal. if- them enhances our worship. '_ ,,them know that all the sacraments had"up hissleeve,"or expecting the
THOUGHTS ON.MOVING BOOKS tones f this category of books is not What about the shut-ins who love and rites of the church are available pastor to "make church happen, so. that's okay. However, our plans

Oner0fthe benefits about moving inc,easing, the Lo]'d?Must they mtssout on the to them•• as wel as to regularchurch, theYserviceWOUldwitheachthem!bringa part.of,the areandtOpassPrintthemUPneWoutggainCardseaCnforWeekthe
is the attention that the averagerain- Old books, ooking like faded sol- privilege of the .sacraments and "
ister isforced to give tohis library _liersinworn uniforms, provideater- rites? Jesus not only waitedtel" attenders, _DuanelSpringer - As Wednesday night rolled next few Sunday nights. We'lrbe
whether it be modest or large. The ribledilemma.Shall I get rid of them those who were.able to come tO Bethany, Okla• •ai'ound, my faith was a bit shaky, waiting to see what God i_as
whole process ofboxing books and or shall I keep them? I tend to keep Him, often He went h[mself to the and I wondered whether or not ev- plannedfor us.

- then reshelving them in the new Io- them if I cannot fin_ a good home clisabled.We readof Peter'smother-" erything would fall into olace.My Perhaps God will bring a new
cationhas a sentimental side some- for them in the library of soma un- . in-law,burning w th high fever.lt was A FRESH APPROACHTO opening statementwas, "Greetings! breath of_freshness to )_ourmid-

- what similar.to leafing through the suspecting novice _r_the early .no accident that Jesus went to Pe- THE MIDWEEK. SERVICE Who has come with a favorite week serViceby this method,-as.He
..... ter's home tc heal that mother. Nor. Our midweek services are de- chorus for LJsto sing?" Someone so graciously did for us!

pages of a d ary of another •era of _ages of h_sministry. -. •
0nes life. When you think of it, the Books are a little like pets, in that was it. an- a_cident th-at the Lord ..: . . signed to be an uplifting time of en- popped up, we all sang the sug- --R. DouglasSamples
buying o{ abook is a very personal it is difficult to get rid of them after went to the p,ool of Bethesda where richmentin wh ch the major focus is gested chorus, movedon-tOa hymn . i Fresno, Cali£
act. " their useful life span ts finished. I He found the 38-year-old cripple " ..
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NEWTESTAMENT OLDTESTAMENT• WORDSTUDIES WORDSTUDIES
by Ralph Earle by Harvey E.Finley

• .: .

Hebrews Christ originatedour salvatien.Moulton man..." (pp. 302-03}. Then headds:"tn Yahveh Elohe Yisrael, "Yahveh, man's devotion. Further, this is a reasonable comparison (see 40:12-
and MilligenshoWthat the sense of "au- the Biblethe relationis.a differentone. the God'of Israel" {cont.} crystal-clear aflirmatton of/'mono-_" _ourse.26;especialtYwasimpossibteVV25 and 26).forthemThis'Ofto• melsm. -

Let Them Slip 2:1)T "thor" or "source" isstronginthe papyry God iS not of Himselfalready alienated
Theverb {enIyhere in NT) is pararreo (VG'£p. 81). from man" (p. 303). But for r (}h}egus- The name Yahveh is useo fre- -Yahveh, the God of Israel is th.e , do, an_Jit. remains an impossibility

(in the"second aorist passivesubjunc- " r_ess'sake -an expiationof sin isneces- quently _rl nearly atl me Old Testa- " God who has aff{rmea His existence for anyone to do in our day.
tive},which Heans "drift away" (NASB, Church (2:12)-, "sary (a substitutionarysuffering of the ment writings,particularty from the from the first to the _ast, for He has Yahveh; tl_e God of Israel is the

. NIV),as allgood commentators and ver- The Greek word is ecclesia, which is punishment ...); and. indeed, an ex- Book of Exodus and following. The declared: '3 am the fi_'stand I am the "'One" who should be praised.
. sions agree. The KJV rendering is .used mostly in the New Testament for. ptattonwhich He Himself aria His love frequency of the occurrence of this last, and besides Me there is no throughout the wl_01e world. HebeiS

baseoon the earlyuse of the _;erD(as in the Christian "church." But- it is..also institute and give.. ,' (p. 303). In further . .
Plutarch) foi"a rng sllppinga_vayfrom a used for a Greek "assembly" (Acts pursuit of this thought, Cremer says: name is verification of the fact.that it God" (Isaiah 44:6. author's tt'ans.), the One for whom praise should-d=dindeed become ano remain the This is in essence an affirmati6ri of, sounded ip new song from the ends
fingei: It was also used n the sense of 19:32, 39, 41) and is so translated (KJM "."Nothinghappensto God. as is the case . ' ' r_t divine name for an- the etern'al self-existence of Yahveh. of the earth [42:10). W0rtOwi_le
'be' careless, neglect" (LiddeLIScott- NASB_ NIV, etc.). Here we find it in a tn the heathenview; therefore we never mOst s=gnl!lca . . " .... nf _hp This same affirmat on is re'peated..praise is due Him for who.He is and
Jones. Greek-EnglishLexicon, p, 1322), quotation from the Se0tuagint, which "readin the Bible hilaskesthai ton theon, c=ent Israel btnce a numv_, ..V-h,,_-_.with thef rst and ast lettersof the for His redemptive, dehyenng acts.in
B. E Westcott commenis'. "The idea is constantly uses.it for the congregation Rather something9appens.to man who main points concerning r_w ........
not that of simple forgetfulness, but of of Israel So the proper translatior_here escaees thewrath tocome.-, ." (p, 303). me Book of Exodus were included Greek alphabet,Ln the Book of the behalf not only of sinful Israel but =n
beingswept along past tne sure anchor: is "congregation" (N,ASB NIV). Westcott putsit this way: "The essen- n the previous,study this one will Revelation: "1 am ti_e Alpha and behalfof all mankind. " "
age which is within reach:.. We areall Him the Nature Of (2:16) tial concept on cs nat of.altering that _r " gwe attention to revelatton concern-; the Omega,' says me LordisGOCl,tocome,WH° These several aspects of revela-

.continuously exposed to the action of " " "

currents of opinion, habit, action, which It will be noted thai'in the KJV these the character of an object which neces- •_ng Yahveh, the God of Israelas dis- is and who was and who gled but for this study served to calltend to carry us awayinsensibly from " woros are in italics, which, means that sarilyexclodesthe act on of the grace of closed in.the Book of Isaiah. the A m_ghty" (1 8, author's trans.;, lion concerning Yahveh set forth in
the position which we ought to main- they.are not in the onginaL The Greek God. so that God. being what He Is. . • A listing of the passages with the cf. 21:6; 22:13). An affirmation corn- Isaiah 40--55 Which have been sin-plem_ntary to this isthat Yahveh is

tain" (Hebrews p: 37). simply has: '!Forsurely it is not.angels ¢annot (as we speak) Icok on it with.fa-. " _ divine name Yahveh in.the Book of . - .• he helps" (NW,cf. NASB). your. The 'propitiation' acts on that . Isaiah includes .approximately 300 the everlasting God ([40:28),which in ofthe_Judahshattered'backdisenchantedtotheir moorlngs.Pe°pte
- which alienates God and not on God

Rec0mpence of Reward (2:2) Make Reconciliation (2:17) . whose love is unchanged throughout" such refetences. While these refer- effect incorporates the patriarchal
This is one word in the Greek:.mis- ences cover the entire BOOKof Isa- understanding of God Everlasting They also served to give new direc-

• tion anc a new hope to them as a

thapodosia, which is found only in.He- The verb is hilaskomai, It occurs only (Hebrews,p. 57).. . people sorrowing in Babylonia, a for:• iah,.tne particu ar aspects of revela- (El Olam) nto the understand ng or
concept of Yahveh. e_gnland. They served to draw themiIbrews (here; 10:35: 11:26), It literally. ,here and !,_ LUmkec hWhe/e , n Kittet's Theological Dictionary o!

means:'paymentof.wages."tntheother trahslated ' e -- P_ Y - theNewTeetamehtBuechse saysofhi-, tton,or all rmations concermngthe tax collector in the temple:. God be L. • . Yahveh to which this stuay gives at- Yahveh, the God of Israelwhoisistheaf, away from'the temptations and an-

two passages',t.means "reward." But mei'cifulto me.a sinner."In Hebrews it is Ii_Ss_k°m_. a;d ts c_mpOkUnnd eXg
here, as Arodt and Gingrich note. _thas _e,_d'e1 e_ o th tention are found in chapters 40-- Onefirmed_'hOasCreatoraffirmsolandthisworld and These;=CementSaspects°ftheof.revelationBabyIonianorgOdS.aflir.-- the unfavorable sense of 'punishment': rendered - make propitiation (NASB) about t velopment of the terms, 55.
(NIV). ' " and "n_akeatonement" (NIV). however,is that Wordswhch were engi- Yahveh, the God of Israel is the aUthat is nit (40:25-28; 42:5: 44:24). rfiations ever remain important" inThis truth is affirmed as al_olQgetic providing perspective •concerning "• The f_xact form _ere ishilaskestha_

And Didst Set... Thy Hands (2:7) (present [bassiveinfinitive).Cremer says' :natly used to denote man's action in re- only God of the world; this truth Godiation toGod cease to be used in this himseff affirmed several times (Isa- to estab sh the understanding that
This clause is no_in.our oldest Greek that this means "to be reconCile_.,to be way in the NT and are used instead of - iah 43:10; 44!8: 45:5, 18, 21). This the God who had revealedh mself to the goes versus God.

manuscript, Papyrus 46 (about" A.O. gracious" (Bibfico Theological Lexicon, God's action in relation to man" [3:317); served in Isaiah's time as a polemic Lsrae_is the Creator of the world, not' cernmgOtherYahvehaSpeCtswill°fbereVelati°npresentedC°n'in

200), or in the great fourth _century p.301). He,goes on to say: "In Homer ity which was oneffect a_nonentity, subsequent stuoy on the titles Yah-manuscript, B'(Vaticanus), as well as a always,andin later Greek in themajority This is shown cleady by our passage against the belief in many gods by a Babylonian, Eg,ypt_anor other de-
number of later rgenuscr_pts(cL NIV}. of cases, hilaskesthai denotes a re- here in Hebrews: It is not man but Israelites and other peoples around _'ahveh,_,theGod of Israel is ti_e veh S_baoth--Lord of Hosts; Yah- .

. ligious procedure: to make the gods God--in.the person of His SOn. the them ano-as an expression of dis-
Captain (2:10) propitious,.to cause them to be recon- "merciful ena faithful higl_pnest"--who dain for the practice of making idols One whose greatness, majesty, ano •veh Qedosh YisraeI--Yallveh, the

.. The Greek _vord is archogo$, which ciled ...." (p. 301). ButCremer insists • makes reconciliation, propitiation_ or " of woofand stone {see 40:18-20 parP°Werson'areandbey°ndcomprehensi°n'humancorn-He hlglY.cisrael__.Yahgeh,.Oneof Israel;RedeemerYat_vehMoshia'ofIs-
comes from arche, "beginning." So it that "the idea lying at-the foundation'of atonement. This is the glorious gospei " and 43:8-13). It also affirms indi- chalteriged.the people in exile in "rael: and Adonal Yahveh--Lord
property means "originator," _'founder," heathenexpiati0psis rejectedby the Bi- message of the New .Testament. . , " rectl_ but forcefully that Yahveh, the
or "author" (NASB, NIV). By His.death, ble. The.lieathbn believedtheDeity_to (For further discussion of "Propitiation" only God, s the only one worth, y of Babylon to make an adequate .or LORD. -
resurrechon, and ascensibn,.tJesus be naturally.... alienated in feeling from see Word Meanings, _e_83,) .-_ . - - ". - . .... .

• ". . .

- . - • . .- - , . . - .

. . • , .. • . • .
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Whd are OUrfriends?Who are those _mDos_ngon us

Study Habits 15. Learn to memorize. Chr|St th@ Lot(| callingto us. 'Do you love me?" I believe they are the
16. Keep a list of books;you have read during the (Cont_nu_Iron page 6) voices and the faces of our friends'.., and those other

• . year. . . -
Continuedfrompage.32) "_ - .17. Use local library, h=sQuestions.What are the limitsof friendshiP? :sheep. - -" , ,. - There_sthe voiceand faceof a Doorhttlerich g_rlwho

How to Study 18. Make use of denominational continuing edu- .Wouldyou borrow money for a friend? .. Would you livesin a big housewhere there is little love..-, tl_epoor
" , " cation programs, laydown your life for a friend?- little rich girl who (_ries."Do you love me?"

i I will simply list some ideas. 19. Read quality books, e.g., devotional literature as Early on Sunday morning--Easter da_/--Harry and There are rne voices and faces ot the poor .. the-
1..Haye a specific time. For most people mornrng contrasted to criticalstudies. Ednaemergefrom the seclusionof their room andcome hopeless man who is hard-core unemployable the

seems to be the best. Study has neyt_rbeen a bui'denor an unl_teasanttask downstairs. "[heyhave decided to go-back home. but gauntfaceof a child in Indiawho is marked lor death by
2. Have a plan. Atlc)ta certain amount of.time for the for me. It has been a=labor'_oflove. Exploring the min_Js Tobiashas worked through his struggle andurges them malnutntion.., the multicolored faces of all the nave-

study of theoto(3y. • . thaihave establishedthemsblvesas the best in histob/ to stay, nots of the world look ng..to us--the haves--with-the
3. Learn to e_/alua[e.It is a good practice to Write has been and is stimulating, inspiring and cha engng. "Do you.want us here. Tobias?"Harry asks. eyesof Jesus. and asklt]g. "Do you love me?'

book [eviews and evaluations, . Grinding my axe of thinking aganst the whetstones of " ' Tobiasbegins to lose control of his emotions, and on " There is.the voice and face ol the old woman tn a
4. Be discil_lined.Do not let other th_ngstrifle away these spiritual giants has sharpened my own thinking', the edge of hysteria, beshouts. "Of course I want.you hospital,.so graciouslysilent and patient, so alone at}d

your study time. The intellectual as well as the spiritual blessings can nere.-Ibuilt this house and you are welcome hereeven unwanted aoo unneeded--so forgotten.And her s,enl
5. Take notes on Whatyou are reading, never be repaid, thoughyou've got this plague. You're our friends, our eyes are asKLng"Do you Loveme? " '
6. Have a goal. Read a minimum number of books We are told: "Study"to show thyself approved unto -- - • ' kverybest friends _nthe world, and youdon t haveto as . Easter is commbtment--thecommitment to-feed theper year. . • "
7. Do a major paper. Use your best academic sk;lls. God. a workman that needeth'not to de ashamed" (2 We love each other don t,we? Doesn't friehdship gw:ow •Lord'ssheep,to reachoht with feeling Loveandacl_ontoTimothy 2:t 5.} Let us s0bmit to the authority of Scrip- to that ... : to love? Doesn't 40 years amount to any_. peopleeverywhere.The _}owerOfthe Resurrechon_sto

Eel your colleaguesrespond to it. lure " " :_ th_ng?' , • , seeJesus, to know Him, and to care deeply.May _tnol

Barclay8'SermOnSmakesshOUthestatement.dreflect scholarly,,AchurChexerciSe'willnot foltowWilliama " " In this remarkable play Albeeprobes our friendships,', be saidof me thatJesus stood on the beach and I.dldn t
man spiritual!y,whom it does not r.espectintellectually." . . . . . Hole's " " our loves, our ethics, and tells us that unlesswe.act out <now_lwas He

9, Underline the important thoughts in the books that - W_lharnBarciaylThePromlseortheSt_ntIPi_lladeIDh_aWes(rnmsterPres_ .our love for family and friends, our love is empty and
you read. 1960), [) 120 , phony" covy_lgnt _L 1980 t)y'Werd In¢, W_co, lex U_ll t)v l_,r._,,o_l

" _ {Did "- "' " " '"

10. Make-use bf a good filing system. This will help 3 w A CnswelCnsw_ll_Guidebooktort?as_ors[NashwlldBroadrnan
yOU.tOpreserye the fruits Of your study. - Ftes__em._7o. • -

4 Ibtd D. 71

"_ "_* .Avoid shortcuts, 5. Leande; E Kock, A FuturE,/or f_e H_SIDr_Cal JESUS INaSlqVtllelNow York " "

12. Have a place to study. " " " Abmgdon PresS. 197! I. P 10 . _ - , -

1 3. Augment. your library. _ ." ' Eerdrnans6G C,Pubhsh,ngeerkouwer,Co.AHalf.1977).Centuryp,51. of Theology (Grand RaDiOs'. W,.,O_ e A'BIMELECH tntroductionL . rl They have nothing lhat is. the,14. Learn to concentrate. - 7 Ib_c.D112 " • . " • • • When the talented will not serve ownevenwhile tl_eynave=t"Yea_e
• " fCOntinuedfrompage 19) theLord,.theChurch,or thecountry, notyour own .-.. ye are bought w_tt_

" ' " trembling fingers, onto too many then ungifted,often unw=se,and fie- a pn(:e:thereforeglorily Godin•your
sensitive buttons. The Abimelech quently evil forces rUSh into the * body, arid in your spirit, wh=cnare,

, • . _ horror ill(Jstratesthat. . vacuumcreatedby the failureof the God:s" (1 Co_ 6:19-20) The Blood
. - . .. " talented people to serve. Bramble- that ransomed and rel_ase(_ you

. " . " " B Cure bushes like Voltaire-and Robes- also boughtyou: tl_eLord'streeman
" .... " ' " " " - Thereisno cure but intl_egospel pierre will assume leadership in is the Lord's property

_AN|TY.FA|R agement. It is far'too easy for an emotional reiationship of the tore and p/_tience of God France when thechurcp and the Ill; They havenotliin_ that !he_ may
, . to be established through continual meetings.lt is whose long-suffering is our salva- lords fail;b;Jta Wesley,an Edwards; not lose through nonuse, liketl_e

(Continuedfrompage 45) " " " doubtful that.much help will be.forthcoming to the t_on:.Nothing less.tl]an His Io_,e a Lincoln will overcome evil with penguin's wings. The Lord says,
woman.through prolonged counseling unless her bus- pouredinto our hearts by the resi- good.'UnderGod, "The best people - "Occupy till I come' (Luke 19:13)!

&s "chauvinistic_'as it may sound' today,there is a _)andcan be..involvedwitha desire lo see a_olution to dence there of the Holy.Spirit is the.. for the leading offices" is solidad, Talentsare not lor DLiry=ng:nor are
place for a pastor's wile'to have'a realministry t_ her. his marriage conflict. " active, effective, dynamic answer to .v_ce. they merely for seif-enrJchment.T(y
husband in the physicalarea of their relatiqnshil2.It is - (2) A. pastor should keep a "professional" .stance blind ambition. _ to store the .mannaand _tW_IIrot
not.abnormal to find wives .blaming themselves when when counseling. I do not mean'the "cold. impersonal Proposition: " . IV "Come--L_eaous when we. call
their husbands fail to temptation even though they do approach. You can be compassionate and conc:erned Conclusion-
notexcuse his act. Theyrecognize the deficiencyin their without becoming too friendly. It is not necessary to sit Christiar love alone sees cleany. longedThe God-giftedtoserve bype°pleremind[ngarethemChal"you,'aboveandtorecogn[zeWewill seek_/ourW_SdOmGod:givenfrOm
own sexual relationship with him. This is not to Sayrthat and hold the hand of someone you counsel or to put Love is hot blind: _t sees more that they havenothing, that they did talents For: "
such men have paid adequate attention to the wife's your arm around someone who _soverwhelmed with througha cobwebbed keyhole than not freely recewe; nothing that _s,, V- Reasonableserwcels actlveoral-
need for fulfillment in this area. emotion and tears, jealousy or envy, or hatred can see theirown while they have it; and .. _lude n response to the gracious

(3) Be sure to prohibit a woman from gw ng physical through a plate-glass window (Matt. nothing :thatthey will not lose if they mercies of God! And gratitude _sa
4. The Counseling Procedures " exp_'essionsof'appreciation that would-be: beyond a .5;8)...
I do not believeit is possible for. a pastor to escape b{ief,handshake. It is carnal ambition that is biind andd°nottheUSegoodtfOrofthemankind..gloryof the•Lord grace--ingrd,lifude, a (J_sgrace!

counselir_gsituations or visitation settings where he is (4}in Visitation it would be helpful._oc_ll ahead to and therefore treach_i'0usly flare- -
alone with another woman..Sondeguidelines• however make an appelritment. Askif the husband can be there, mable. I. The talented people havenothing Notes
can help in this situation. If hecannot, adjust the a,ppointment {oa time he can be : they Werenot freely giveri Like.the _ t, E Ca,,d,_{.'_o_,J,,_:"T_,i,_,_,,Co,_,,,,,,,_,"_

(I) if a pastor cannot involve a husband in coun- there. " - A Call to Talented People oil of the olive,the sweetnessof the (DownersGrove.[I, [nteiva,silyPress.1968}r)
'soling, then at best he can use one or two sessions to Toa district superintendent, i( is a verytraumatic ex- Reading: JuOg.9:8_13 fig, the nectar of the vine. '"Every _2
set guidelines and principles before the woman to help periencetodeal With a situationwherea pastor has had _, Rein. 12:1.-2,.21 good andperfect gift is from above" 32_,_-_mcm,,,,co,,,,e,_y._4_
her copewi!h her situationand to-do her part to restore an affair. I know that "Vanity Fair" will contihueto make _ Matt. 5:44 (des., 1:17, NIV); they- are g_fts of
the marriage. After this he should refuse regular meet- its apl_ealto ministersas long as Satan isaliveand well. Text: "Come youL-ahd lead us!" grace, whether or not we appear to ,563tl r.
ings with her to avoid being a "crutch." He can refer her Let each of us- consider ourselves, lest we also be (paraphrasing Judg. 9:8, 10. navebeen born withthem;graceon- _ -_,,r._,,_o, c,,_ _,,,',_ _],_d ,. ,,,,,,,-
to womenin the church or to his wife for regular encour- tempted (cf. Gal. 6:1). . . . . . l_ 12). richesevery so-callednaturaltalent. _,_,_ e,_ 7_2
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,TODAYSBOOKSfor
Tile Spirit of the Lord "clothed himself" with every

. facet of Gideon's unorthodox'mind and methods using

GIDEON,.. " . • .... , " . - (he gifts God had perceived in a farmer's son before the _ , '(Continued from pag,_15) . constraining call was given..Thesword of the Lord and
the sword of Gideon were unsheathed in faith's partner- " "

"" " ,hipand victory., It was a costly victory indeed, evi- _ _ ChvUrrCshohcae_;!'l_);ld46i humanismtot
could see only his personal, soci.al, and spiritual lim-: denced in the description."faint, ye'_pUrsuing {8:4), as oil .ingthe laws of logic•he pursues his an
itations, the Lord perceived his potential for service. By -Gideon and his victorious guerillas followed the fleeing %' swers and at the same eme shOWSthe
faith. Gideon placed those possibilities, and his fears, at, Midianites,. . Again, "The silent church can. no weaknesses of the opposing argu-
God's disposal and laid hold upon God's provision for a Faith does not rest upon its laurels; it must endure to longer hide under me cloak of non- ments He often closes ms reasoning

crusade he felt inadequate to lead. . the end of a task or trial. Faith summons- strength- to involvement . • nomnvolvemenl is process wi h an affirmation of his faith
The promise of divine companionship was unquali- overcome flagging energies as it first overcame natural choice It is choosing to a low humanism and a challenge to me antic to accept

fled: "The Lord is with thee, thou mighty mad of valour fears• And it courageously faces its critics; for after the The Second American Revolution to proceed unrestrained. IH.thechurch me'Christian message He shows me
Go in this thy might " (6:12, 14): Might and valour magnificent minority had put to flight an army of aliens, By jonn W_Whitehead, David C. Cook, continues its silence, the only ootlon will Christian how the defense of his faltt_

were the last two qualities Gideon felt he possessed• the men Of Ephraim complained they had neither been r]ardback,$10.95 be to cap_tulateandbe dominated by a can be turned into,opportunity• " . humanistic culture that will not tolerate This book is also designee to chap

but God.saw the underlying potential. The heart and consulted nor co-opted, implying a criticism of Gideon d'ncein a while a boo_.comes.along
mind that could b_ar questioning in private could do so and his unorthodox methods. The bel eving.general did that-demandsthe close scrutiny of the Christmn_ty"(P, 42}. Martin Luther King lenge the Chnstmn to become inv61ved
in public, The one who threshed wheat amidst danger not take offense.or accept the criticism. His answer (a Chnstmncommumty. Such is me case once said. '1 fear the silenge ol the in d_ligentBible studyof tne _ssues'dLs-

cnurches more than tne shouts of the cussed lnere_hThe aumor believesthatthe Word the

"" _}ngrymultitudes."
would thresh the Midianites aga nst desperate odds. compliment to. Ephraim's fighting reputation, with the with,theoookunder consideration. Jonn wLthan in-dePth study of

unspoken suggestion that Ephraim also could have.ac- w Whitehead a Virgmm lawyer, has FoUowmgthe lead of Francis Schael- reader1oowill be -overwhelmed by tne
• intricate in:

A direcl commission allowed rio fna shrinking: "Have complished the task) displayed the diplomacy that "• ,wnttena hougm-proVO_ngbook about
not I sent thee?" God asked and assured• Though faith marked'h'ls term as ju_lge of Israel. the 1ransitionof political power from a fer WhiteheadgLvesus a col1to civil dis- prolunaLty,coherency, and

. _c.EarlLi Roustlo

still faltered, the die was cast. Gideon began his conflict - Constitutional Congress to our. court "obedience .when the lawS of society . ternal consistency of..Christmn_ty."
with idolatry in his own home,, though secretly; by night; God is st seek ng and finding, hidden men_bnlikel_/,, s stem. He._oves.us a comprehensLve.. contradi(:t God's laws• His chapter on.
and he was saved fi'om family wrath by the shamed• . hesitant men--who by faith will fulfill God's call and lead _nderstandmg of the,_udeo-Chnstmn "The Christian Response"-isexcellent tn

.logical inte[vention of _his father who remembered his His people to conquest. _ foundationwe once had, then explains this area. Alexander Solzhenitsyn r_as Christian Perspectives on Sociology,. . ho_ we have departed from that base, said that if peoplegive away the abso- Edited by Stephen A. Grunlan and
better days in the pure faith, of Israel. Faith still required - : , andthen gives_s documented cases of lutesOflaw_;of God,rightandthereWrOngisnommgaSfoundeftbutintheto perback,Milt°nK. 457Reimer.pp.,Zondervan,$10.95, 1982 .pa-

-further tokens of'd v ne favour and guidance, and these From Portraits or Faith'by Albert J Lown _L_bhslled L_ Beacon H_II P_es_ Of the role the COUrtShave played. The eurpose ol Grunlan and Reimer
.were not lacking•• . KansasCLy,1982.Usedbyp_rm_ss_on A'S early as 1907, the Supreme Court mampulate one an6ther, we nave al-seen th_.thappen in many areas. -wasto producea reader that would g_ve

. . .- . . .

There is a category of .faith, Abraham's for instance, ruled tnat "the Const_tubenis what the ready- _udgessay _tis,' In other words, rather of'our society, a Christian'perspectweto the discipline
that asks neither question rlor token in the first steps of . " • " ' :1 ' " lhan interpreting the law, the Supreme m0stSChaelferimportantSays•b°°k_ThiSlnave'ScertainlYreaointnea Omes.°fsoci01ogy.meresultsASwlthareuneven.manyedited vol-
obedience--.the inlt!al e_odus from Ur of the Chaldees: . , ' . .. . Court.has begun to make law. Law is . Virtually all
"Abraham,.. went out. not knowing whither he went" . now being based on what the judge ong long time," It you are concerned areas of socioog ca en-
(Heb. 11:8)• In contrast, a shallow, superficial faith verg- • • - . . . , the eroding of our biblical base, deavor are ncluded in ,this paperbaCK,• _ read The Second American Revolution. with eacl_subject area being'd scussed.
lag uDon Unbelief majors upon tokens, often'miraculous "-J'TR1R. p_CK1R-RI$ 1R-_CH_'tIIG 1R_l_ _ making the. pronouncement ael,eves &bout . .The o_blicalbasis.for our laws is slowly, _Gary Skagerberg in about 20 pages. Some of the.topics
tokens: except it sees pi;oof to its own specification, it " ' " ' " " ' ' : but surely, being, chipped away• The are: socialization, status and role, dew-
will not believe• Sincere faith, however weak, nervous, .. . cnangeis quite subtle and is happening, ance,marriage, economics, politics, ed,
hesitant, even fearfuL, also needs tokens:, not for the at a rather raoid Dace, . Reason to Believe " ucation, minorities collective behawOr,
creation of faith, buy for.its confirmation i¢1a needful FOR SALE: Part of the dilemma as Whitehead• " By R. C. Sprout, Zonaervan, 1982, pa- demograpny, communities, and sociat

moment. The average faith.is more akin to.this third Twelve sermons od six tapes by Dr. Lawrence B. sees _t is that while these subtle- have been taking place,Chris- perback, 160 pP.,$5•95 _:hange. A helpful list ef d_SCUSsion
on each• topic snoul(] assist

category of "Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief" Hicks(in folder} for $20.00. Write tc First Church of changes
(Mark 9:24). ,, the Nazarene, E. Main at Willow St,, Chattanooga, t=anshave been devot=ngthemselves to This litt!e book, written especially for questions" the reward tire. An(_wh¢le that is good aymen, [s easy and interesting reading• church groUps in relating sociolog=cai

When faith, does respond to God's -call, en(:our-' TN.37404. and necessa_, _thas been happeningto .It makestheansubeXcellentectmatterreferenCeisrelevant'b°°k .' find_ngsAtthet°endfaith'ofeach chapter there =sa
agement and confirmation are not labking; for, heart- " I•am a past(_f of the Sarasota Wesleyan Church,." " the negiect of being salt in a decaying because ' ' ' > " " "_-n for further "suggested.
ened by trio signs of wet. and dry fleeces, Gideon was and I have more than400 fine, evangelical books In society A study of the relig=ousrevivals and theauthor presents it nsucn a _o - list of books these lists are rather• thin (as few as tour sources; mostly
able to bear a devastating sifting ofhis volunteer force, my library that I would like to offer to subscribers at of the 19th century bears out the trum cise manne_it is a usable book, one tg readlng." Some of
Onlyl/100ofhisorJginalarmyremained. a selected 300 very low prices. Contact me:Rev, Harold B. Ben- of his.belief, in that they resulted in re- bereadily shai-edwithnew Chrlstmns°r written by n0nsociologistsl. In other
ready for .strategy. or sacrifice, Gideon's- faith, did not net't, 5005 Beneva Rd., Sarasota, FL 33583. deemsngthe physcal aspects of society those whose faith is being challenged,it(slavery,child labor, eta _. "The inward is also a good tool for those mvolvedin cases,-as in Richard Stellway s chapter
decline with decreasing numbers; his confidence in- redempben must, flow outward and at- .vistat on or witnessing programs. • on religion, tnere =sa good'l=stof basic• Every' Christian w I readily relate _o readings
spired-him to be... . " WANTED: fect the temporal world" (P. 34). So the The chapter by Dawn Wa!d equates

• The Epistle to the Hebrews, by H. Orton Wiley, enemy,as Pogo _/ould'say, "is us,"and this book, lot often we are called upon. one form
. indwelt and Innovative Wdte to: Rev. Kenneth Pierson, 276 Killian Road. the secularism 01our day. to gwe reasons for our beliefs. Dr social stratificationWithsocia class.So-" of stratification. ]he

Indwelt by the Spirit 0f.God, Gideon formed a plan Akron, OH 44319. ]'he cl_urcnhasfalsely separated the Sproul deals with some of the most cial ccassesare, however,OnLy• socia,I evolutionarymodel (p. 19)had its'
- that.Eawrence of Arabia and Wingate of Burma followed A November,. 1975, issue of The Preacher's Maga- secular world from: their Christiar_ity. common oblections to me truth of me of the phenomenon

with overwhelming success intwo fighting areas in .two zzne. Write or send to: CaM Possehl, nO. Box 395, , ".. Whitehead'Sisa call for ChristiansCallfor anothertobreakthelrreV°luti°ns- Christ_anpractical,faith,everydayWhiChissuesrar;ge"frOmtothe sOmephilo,source In Herbert Spencer,hot DarWin,
world wars. A,minority force was strategically placed to Elizabethtown. KY 42701. " • o s oak soph _al He deals with such subjects as Relmerstates•' " " • 'ence and lethargy aihd beg!n t P_..... * _va ditv o the Bible,the existence " "Thesocio ogical perspect yes of this

give the impression of a surrounding army of greater Sermons on cassette by;Dr, Lawrence B. Hicks. Will' : ' out and be active inChristianSOOalissues_,_,traomu,,_f'_:l_' evil in the world, life.after,death, TheV°umebook,arehOwever,nUtof uniformlYmaybehighhelpfutqUalitY'{oi'".
proportions. The first, nervous minutes of a new watch buy rent, pay postage. John E. Montgomery, P,O. . affect our Judeo- , ..... science vs Scripture confllct,.hyrannas _,,u . " those who seek to reate iheir faith to
.were chosen for a swift, concerted attack upon asleep- .Box 66 Reedsportl OR 97467 1503-271-5588). _i' "Much t0ooften the modern chu .......... fsv- and suffenng. For each he .
ing enemy; this involved shouting, trumpets, flaming .. - Sou'ghtpeaceandcomprom_isewim}n_" v_-"._,_'*_.-_nintellectual approach that Societal topes on a nonprofessional "
torches, and the unusual sound effects Of broken pitch- . . . . word... .:labor........ng under th_ nalve,,_,=,.hlm*Pr_"tn';_tnnit_atuUhuS,- =,-= .... seduence each.giving level• - " --_
e_'s, giving the impression of an irresistible, host at- bress_onthat this is now wu ,.,=- .... . - ..
tacking from all sides, " more people.' As a consequence, the strength and credence to the othe_ US- --Charles R. Galley. . . 63
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_'.. - • " " - __ ..__.._ Free 14-Day

_. ' ' _. Examination Period!

-: : THE 'v. _: ' _ ..... • - ntroducmg kids to

• - yo,.ho,c.ThJ,,oe,,S-U-C-C-E-S-'-fo,
"_[ _-_%._t'"_.".''''''''_t"" (_.""_3C__._ ' _ by advance planning With an Intro-

; _. , _- .... ductory Packet Box--a sampJing ol all m-
_. ..- _,t " " .- -L " -k].'lt'._.E_ C . ma[ertals In

:: ROCKE PLAN N NR
. ',,",, _-_ _-. _ . me Aldersgate Curriculum

--:._._._,_j_r. "'_r- MANUALS and PUPIL BOOKS are in-cluded for you to examJne and distribute
early to the staff. Samples ol [h_ PUBLIC-

,,/L iI-Y SUPPLIES will help m planning your

" BOX community advertising strategy! " NTRODUCTORY PACKET .oo,,,e,o,o,,,,,e.: the music you'll need. inctudmg new

Block .That illustration! SoIlg''nat may[aker'°meJearning The
DIRECTOR'S HANDBOOK has many use-
ful _deas for starting and promoting
VBS.

YoushOutd have heard uslaugh.when our homiletics thts way Is all too often not lust misuseof_anillustration You'll De thanKlul for the free VBS. FILMStRIP i'll be great for recruiting,
prof to_d uS thal tl_e first characteristicof a good illustra: There's a sick view of preaching lurklt_g behindit. Mis- motivating, and inspiring VBS workers as

t_on Lsthat ,t _Iiust_a:es Bd_he wasn't laughing ano now Jse of illustrations is but a symptom, well as acquaLntlng the staff wJm the ma-

• - I know.w_y . . Using an illustration to provea point maycome across tenals
We preachers Oo we_rcl:lhmgs w_th ilustrations " as a declaration that once We enter the kingdom of The colorful CATALOG will be your

Sometimes we even use them to dtustrate. They seem to Ileaveo.the normal rules and conventions of discourse master planning resource, It includes all

the eccJes_ast_d.al mutat)c;n of me Swiss Army knife: no longer apply. It may be saying that foe this preacher avmlable VBS materials and craft supplies.
PemaDs the strangest of all uses of an _llustratlon is ' rationality no longer counts, or at !east )t doesn't count There are helDlul t_ps on scheduling and

mat' of [_"o_,_na a po_nl-wlm one. though I_tislnK we all until he says.it does. aeas for innovallve surn'me_ministries lot- c_,ldren. Other _tems n me DOXuseful for
wou_d agree !n pnr_ple that t_e best illustration in the What effect doyou.guppose thi_ has on tpe desire of _..," • ,'; advance planning are me Misslon'Packet
_,,_,'_ c._n6ot Drove a th_r_. It can o_,!y illustrate: Yet, let your people to .study the Bible? And, how much cred- _i,'_ meme mold cralt catalog, and aciver-
ugget totbe csbcat mc_ment m me sermon, to the po4nt ibility does a doctrine'have when its truth has been _t rising brochures,

.,_eea,Og most to be. mace.. and there s tn_s obsessive made to depend upon a statistic, a figure of speech, or :,-. ..... . . The.boxAlsell _sa useful tool. It has an
_us.h _to _."tustrat@" : . some sort of.narrative? _ easy-carry handle, converts [o handy hie

lye heard tr, e secondr)ess of the secono blessing Of course, there is the matter'of kee.plng sermons w_m dividers provided Return under no

"_'o_'_'-_ naus_ b), _Eustrat_cns. And some. have simple. In fact. that's very much my point here. An illus- - obhgatJon after 14 days -
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grace f_- s#ntuat stab_!rty.'T (Actually. when I hea.rd this' rather thanillum_0at[ng it. "Bicycle" is an abstraction for 1983 , "
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