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R_ r_enr]eth Grier Anyone who is born again 15 snll grov, nn§ Dl
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When acquainted _th tt.s timely book, pestois and evangelists .wgl
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HOLY GOD. HOLY P_OPLE

By W. l_, McCumber. In-depth examination o| holiness drawn from the
hie and teachings of Jesus himself [,'ore selective portlons of the " "* " i

Synbptic Gospels Meaningful expositions and practical appli(:ation of

|amiliaw passages arc presented wilh fresh undePAanding " " "_

Under such lilies as The Ho!y Birlh, The Ho1_ Anointing. The Holy

Ministry, The" Expenence o| Holiness. and The Ethics of Holiness

preachers will find• an abundance ofsermon-building material 128

pages. Paper. " $3.95 * "

HIS SPIRIT IN YOU ' - . ,_
Memll 5 _lliams. Here "in this stud9 o[ lhe'_ok o| Acts, snecial

"aBgenion is focused on the 'ministn) of the l-lo_ Spirit in the lives of ..................... . . . - - " "

eight personalities By use of short stories. Rev.Williams ck'afly shows PEOPLE' " 6
Ihe i'eader the imp6rlance'o| spiritual pnnc,plbs and how they appl9 to ALL THESE. STRANGE'. . :

our lives today . • "; - . - "

Excellent for devotional rea_lin9 and a valuable source of ,llustrative " " WHERE IS/SANARIA? 13and insp ra onal ideas. 68pages. Piiper. $2.95 . -..

MEETMR.WESI.EY • " ' .

ByT. Crichlon MitchelL. An Int, mate sketcE of one of the world's " " "....BAI:IOIVIETER OF FAITHFULNESS _ h

gTea,es, Ch.s..n ,eadep3 b_/ one who has devo,ed eX_ellSive 'TOUT, i_ . " _ i '

acouamtlng himself wilh all aspects of the li|e of John Wesley " - -.

Here you _ll receive insights into a man consumedwghaquest for " PASTORAL CLINIC " ...... " - " ,.:: ': " 41 .:- .....,holiness i_nd learn some fasdna1,1ng, lesser-known facts concerning . ' " " "
Icrrlll - " , "" " r 'Wesley's fear of dealh and belle| in ghosts. Includes seven pages of _ r "

- biographical information. 208 pages. Paper. $5.9!5 ' .

.....- HOLY ..... ,YEll, - :- , -48,...,+,,o,,,o,,°.,,_,,.o.,oo.or_ . - -::...............'_ THE'- SPIRIT AND PRK .

For. Your Reading Pleasure and Spiritual Enrichment THE SE_ _ O_ . WON_SHO_ " ' " " " mr 53' : "
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_ They.were so far removed from me sources of tern- -" i | ._f'T,_l poral power that trying to-change s_nful social struc- " " " " . .

O " - ,_ lures simply did not occur to most.of them. Apoc- . . -

alyptic nooe f(_r a better worlo na_ more appeal.

Thus. with so me notable exce puons, the redemp- True freedom is to share
lion of society was not stressed muc n. To be sure. All the chains our neighbors wea_,
social ewls expressed in terms of personal wces.

; such as dancing, drinking, .and smoking were ANd, With heart and hand,'to be

"__ i" ro'undly booed and bannedl The move ment had Earnest to make others tree,

. " _ great influence over-the personal ire. but' little _James Russell Lowell

by . _, prganized political power Perhaps this background - - " .
: has made the hails of social and politica car_ings=._ '

Wesley " _1--: ......• " on foreign soil for American holiness people., •..... "_ • .
mracy Certain denominations• traditionally pe6pled with" .

• _ -" : Upper-class and upper-middle-class personnel, feel
" " more comfortab'le challenging wickedness Ln high mental hygiene centers, protest p acards, aria t.h'e

• - . " • places. (For example, some Presbyterian friends of Bloodmobile.

" WBO? ME? mine ca,I their church "the Republican Party at A re,ated caution has to dO wltn the fact that once_larll[_ll_lql_r-A_illl'li'lfij_' AG£N-T_I. prayer.-} For generations tne business and govern- we learn .the knack of social serv,ces, we.justmay
• . . , . .

' ' • . • mental institutions have been in the hands of people find th;_t pushing for public piety is a tot easier:than
• . .j_Jst ike them and they don't mind shouting do_,n .praying for'pers0nal pudty. So what is'the point of tall this? The plea is for a balanced ministry. EYan-

• " . ' their peers.
" " - " Another reason that many EvangeLicals hesitate to gelism and social action are complementary, not

I"ton't you.just hate it when.the sermon or article articles in this issue will probe the matter of min- get involved in social ministries such as feeding the opposite point'S (_n a continuum We must minister "
' " ' e . - hungry, clearing the slums, )obtrainmg, and [bolit:-I_ begins wth th inanity, "We live in a time of istering n changing times more profi.tably, in Chr st's name an(:] power to the whole person m

change." Talk about flailing away at the obvious. Several articles m this issue call us to.consider " cal reform is that the iob is so.loverwhelmidg mat the context of these times. We must wg°r0usly time•Pr°"
Nothing will.induce yawns and disgust any cluicker, basi(: changes in.our concepLof pastoral rain- "some . . tl_ere seems itfle hope of making a difference. To claim personal •salvation, and at the same

Another reason we hate to hear about change ts Istry..The simplistic idea of'pastoral ministry which try to feee all the hungry children appears to be as"- accept what Susan "B. Anthony t.old us years, ago.
because we hate change itself. Once We g'et lifecor- we have cozied up to for the last generation or. so hopeless as the foolish futility of Sisyphus. Yet we "Give your heaviest raps on the headto every
nered and almost hog-tied; someone changesthe . probably should gwe way to its betters. A more full- • - must not fail to do anything because we cannot oo rlabob who does. in!U.suce to humal_.beings for the
rules and we have to st_lrt over without "p.asslng orbed approach prescribed by the Bible, history, everything. crime Of color o[ sex.
Go" and without Collecting $200. Our eenchant for and changing umes should emerge. In recent dec- . • " _ "
repeating satisfying behaviors makes us resist ades we have thought orthe _)astoras a good- Whatever our-collective reasons for falling bemna WeWonlWeWonl
change like we resist Mormon missionaries, natured man concerne(_ almost entirely • with the in the ministries to human needs and for social" "

But like It or not, unless we want tc becc me mere personal salvation of nis people: Paul D. Simmons " " justice: the time i_as"come for us to catch up Per.- The Preacher's Magazme won the 1982 "Award of
ambulatory, antiques, we must face and cope cre- says, "The pastor is encouraged to be warmheart- haps =Paul Simmons IS right when 'he counsels Excellence" in the denomLnationa; periodical cate:
atlvely with change. This is particularly true of ed, develop personal piety and devotional re- ": evangelical pastors that some|lines tt may be more gory given by the Evangelical Press Association:
preachers. If we transform the changing times into a sources, preach the gospel and love the Lord and " impo[tant to attend a Board of Aldermen meeting This is a notable award and came the first year we

game of dodge ball, our sermons may become h s people." The ministerial _mage is, Simmons than to visit an errant church member, entered the .competition. The editor received the
• plaque (and plans to keep. it), but I want to g!vea

mumbled museums and our m nistry nothing more adds. that of the personable, friendly, compas- " saldte to Susan Downs, the assistant editor, ano to
than relic'dusting, sona[e,"" " a,u............._;u,,,iJ_,=-, _,astor who sevar_gelist, . " - . .Most articies :on the church's §octal !esponslb_llty the Nazarene Publishing House production and art

Even flaming evangelist Bill Lane knows that counselor, and prophetic voice against personal • . ' - usually turn into a shriek at about this point. The,
change-is necessary. Bill was mostly unemployed vices" (Search. S_mmer 1981, p. 6). author with pen akimbo and neck veins bulging " staff, particularly Dick Fields. Crandall Vail Bonnie
until he made a change. BUt since he ¢hangee one - oi:ders usto picket General Motors. demands that. Laflin. and Bill Lakey. :
thing in hisact, he says he gets enough calls for Tt_e'other half of the .job to which the Bible and The Evangelical Press Association has more thah
three evangelists. Bill's best.hellfire-and-brimstone the. urgencies of the times call us has to do with.the we make .obscene gestures "at the City Coun'cil - 300 member publishers ano periodicals with a" • " - " ate sa ad to the ERA ic " wor dwide readership of over; 22,00g,000. We
preaching fell flat until.he got himself an asbestos _astor as change agent in relation to social struc- " calls US cowards if we won't burn draft cards, or - prize" " "nic. Indeed. Simmons ends h s helpful•article w tha • .
suit II_e the Hollywood stunt men wear. His stunt tures that hinder the coming of the Kingdom and -. • commanos us to ormg pot - P -" the recoJ_nition the EPA has giver) us. " -.
is Literally to set i_imself on fire as he.reaches the " oppress people. It is not enougn to be concerned " ". with personal piety in the lives of converts. The tirade against Exxon and me Hooker Chem. ical " " " " Good Hands . • •
climax of his sermon on.hell. . Company.' His argument is not without Strong truth .....
" With this change business really warmed up. Bill evangelical pastor must concern himself or herself. - . " AIl-_tate is .not the only. outfit, in good hands.
made•the Chicago newspapers when he pointed his as well. with tl_e Social structures, institutions, and. " which shouldbe heard. But it also illustrates anothercustoms which help produce the _piritual problems danger. It is possible to become so out of balance Much of the fortune of the Prea(:her's Magazine has

Cicero, III. As the llamas spread over him. he in the lives of our people. "The structures and in- . . in our mission that all we have to offer is bacon and been in the 'good hafids"•of Assistant Editor Susan
•flaming fingers at 258 terror-stricken, hearel's in beans, a "cardiga_ sweater, and a petition to Con- Downs for.the last three years. Susan's talented

shrieked at the sinners that they would burn like this stitutions to which the people are. subjected are . gress. The hungry and cold peop.le surely nee_ food hands have wgorously mastered the many and chal-
in hell forever If'they didn't shape up. - objects of ministry, f

Bill's fiery fame soon earned him the coveted Certainly this type of ministry is in harmony with and .clothing and "just" legislatLon. But they also lenging tasks that have found their way to her des'k.
• need forgiveness o_ sin. freedom from 'gu t, purity, Susan has put a lot of energy: courage, and dedi-

"green weenie" award from the Wittenburg Door. the scriptures, church history, and the Wesleyan .....,.,,_ I" • of heart, and eternal life. If wegive them only the cation into the entity that is the Preacher's Maga-

When they wrote him up Brother Lane had set him- tradition. Yet.we holiness people seem to aw,,., ..... I bacon and beans, we I_ave only. doric"the other half' zine. This issue is the ast e ne whic_ will boast the
self on fire 75 tl rues. Only once had he burnee him- kind of change agency. Perhaps it is partially be- " _ of the job.'" benefit of Susan's "good hands." Susan; her three
self seriously. That happened when he posedfor a cause we smell the sm(:_e of the social gospel on i... And this can happen. More than one church has sons. and husband. David, are moving to Spring-
slow-focusing photographer and Billwaited too long "the blue Jeans of those who want to right the social so humanized Christ, demythologized the /_tone- field. Mass., wh_re; David wil_- pastor the Firstwrongs of the world.- More likely part Of our reluc- ment, denatured the Bible, and explained away the Church of the Nazarene. By the time this is read the
to flap the fi_e out .....

Well. I doubt that Bill Lane can teach us much tance to try to redeem society stems from our blue= Resurrecbon.that they don t.have much gosp'el left. Downses will be enjoying(?) their first New England
about change, except, of course, that change for the collar roots. Histor.ically, the Holiness Movement All they have left to offer Isprlson reform programs, winter. ._
wrong •reasons can 'be absurdity. Hopefully, the people-have been, for the most part, poor people• . - 3

2

1982 12-1983 02-03



" - . perintendents serving districts in the United States, Dear Wes:.
" - " " -..- . . Near)y all t_e _}strict superintendents responded Just a brief note to express my deep apprecia-

" and nearly unanimously continued to endorse the tlon for your editorial in the March/April/May 1982
. • . ..... - position that the typical Nazarene church should _ issue of the Preacher's Magazine, I thought it a most. . , - . z

- . .. " .. -:_' ' . . . " . . ._.. , . . . ' . - . - . , malntainaparsonagerather than sell the parsonage " appropriate and fitting tribute to our mutual friend.
I ; . .. . .-- _ . : • • - . and pay a cash housing allowance. Obviously, we Dr, Willard Taylor. I could not have imagined, or

- ,_ all recognize there are peculiar and unique situs- rather I should say I cannot imagine, a better way
- / . .. • . ". ,. ". " . .. . . " - " tions where a large church with a stable financial to give tribute to him than to quote, as you have.

......... _ , , - , . " ;- _ base can provide a cash housing allowance without significant statements from his writings. I want to
-- - . .. ,,. a great financial impact on the .future Of that con- thank you for doing that• {t is very (nspiring and up-

. - . "" - . • " • " gregation's ability to secure a minister, lifting :to read those words and I think you made a
• " ' With the current economic conditions, including very good Choice in the quotation s which you gave.

" " " ; " the depressed hoL_sing n_arkets and the inability of Just to tell you also that I appreciate the workd

-: " " ' - several of our ministers to se_l homesthey have pur- you're doing in the Preacher's Magazine. Its quality
• ' ' ' ' " ' ; ' " " " " " chased, the issue.is not nearly as much of a concern continues to increase'and improve and I just want to

" . - "• - as it has be_n In past years. In several recen!" say, "Thanks. and keep up the good workT'
" ' " telephone conversatlgns, we have noticed a rec- _Sincerely, " "

_ : __ "ognitlon that the'.Nazarene minister typical,ycan-HalCauthron

" not count on any "equity return" on a housing Trevecca Nazarene College
" " - inves_m_nt since the tenure would be'too short to . .

pay anything except interest.on the mortgage. At Dear'Sir:"
best. the minister may hope for some appreciatior . Imust confess I'm shocked at your article in the

- but for .the.time being, that tsa figment of yes- December/January/February 198"1-82 issue, :'The
terday'seconomy and not today's reality. Future Isn't What She Used to Be."

- - .We continue to distribute this information at each I wonder what will appear next? I can.not equale
" ' .... _ " of our Church Board F nanclal Seminars around the your (1O,00O years ago) when man first learned= . . .

Dear Editor: wor_ you are doing in the editing ofthe Preacher's country and present this position to our church about plants, Gen. 1:29. [sic] _
Three cheers for Wil Spalte's article "What Do Magazfne. _s an avid reader of the publication for " " " • boards through various other-means. We are con- This is.the most disturbing article I have seen in

You Make. of Baptism?" in the Summer 1982 issue many years, I am especially appreciative of its cerned that the appearance of this particular at- a Preacher's .Magazine [sic] reading for over 45. . ' . ,

of _he Preacher's'Magazine. He is certainly correct present format and,content. . . • ticle n the Preacher's Magazine will raise ques- years. .
in calling it a."neglected sacrament." and his sug- Sincerely, ' - " . lions as to whether:[the "official" position of the I'm no "Kook_'"Wes: but I thi0k you missed it..

gestions on h.ow to .make it .more meaningful are Helen F. RothweJI " . " ". " • - i church has changed and'is shifting in the direction Sincerely and prayerfully
good ones. Bethany, Oklahoma " •...... " • ' " of a-cash housing allowance in lieu of a parsonage. George M, Lake

However.. I Was disappointed in one glaring orn_s- - . Obviously..-that would .not be the intent of the-use Shawnee. Oklahoma
sion. "In acknowledging the cost.of baptistries and • • • . . • of the article: however, ' sometimes perceptions "
their absence, in many smaller churches, and n . . speakveryloudly to.our ministers_ Dear Sir:
decrying the fact that,'"a church without a baptistry Dear Wes:_ " . we felt you.would want to be aware of-the posi- I just read the-article on "Women's Ministries
must hold baptisms..., ma nearby river or We have.iust received-and reviewed.the'June/ :- lion we Were taki'ng and should you receive inquiries Meet Needs" and felt _.was the most comprehen- .

. - b_rrow someone else's baptistry.on a Sunday after- July/_.ugust issue of the Preacher's Magazine, You " regarcling thearticle Or information we will be hap- sire article on the subject that I had seen.-
noorl," he failed to mention a perfectly obvious solu- are tS" be com151imrented or_ th'e. excellent work on .PY ,to supply either you or the individual inquiring .. " Do you'have more information that is available?
tion.-I ,am s peaking of Spa_ite's strange sil.ence re-. _the magazine..We have appreciated both- the with the memo or-additional information they might Perhaps a book on the subject?. I woulcl be rater-

, garding sprinkling and pouring as valid.modes of. "theme" issues and now this "non-theme" Issue request._ ested in buying anything,you hav&,on the subject.
baptism, format. . Sincerely, Thanks,

If pastors would _tilize thesemodes andinsti'uct . "In rewewing tt_e material, we note that under the Dean Wessels Fi'ances Skiles :,
their people as' to their availability, there is no - " ,_
church anywhere, however small. where baptism section "The Minister's Mate," an article by W'endell -" " Director, Pensions and Benelits Services Modesto, Califorriia . _ . .Garrison has been reprinted from Chu/;ch Adminle-
would need to be "a neglecteC sacrament." Sprin- trationtitled "1 Would Rathbr Have e Housing AI- . . - . . .
kling and pouring have always been valid options Iowance?' As you are aware, in:recent years this has
m the Wesleyan'tradition. They are even named as been one of those lively issues that has been de- . . - "
such in Article Xl in the Church of the Nazarene's "bated around the churchand in particular, in ' " "
Articles of'Fa_th. Wesleyans and Free Methodists
also allow a choice.as to mode, although not "putting certain p_rts of the country: We were asked Severalyeats ago to publicize information on both the pros . Translationsof theBible Usedby parmsalonJnthisIssuearenotedasfollows:
it into their doctrinal statements. 1. QuotationscitedNIVarefrom TheHolyBible. NowInternationalVer_ion,.copyr_gnt_ 1978bythe New

Thus theneglect of baptism in the Chu_'ch of the and the cons of the cash housing allowance.sit- -York.InternationalBibleSociety.
Nazarene. which Spaite so clearly describes, is root- uation. A. copy of the memo: Church Management. : 2. QuotationscitedRSVarefromthe RevisedStandard Versiqnof the Bible. copyrighted1946_:1952._
ed in the failure 'to.adhere to the church's owrl t.ltled "Housing for Your Pastor: Parsonage or Hous- 1971.1973. . .

:Jng Allowance" is enclosed for your rev ew AS "you . . 3.:Ouotafi()nscitedNASBaref_'omthe NewAmericanStandardBible cTheLockmanFdundalion,1960,
stated doctrines, , • 1962.1988.-19711972,1973.1975,1977.. . •

- can see, it continues to reflect the position taken by " 4: QuotationscitedTLBorefrom TheLivingBible, _=_1971byTyndaleHousePublishers•Wheaten.Ill.
Respectfully', Dr. Stowe. in his book The "Ministry o/Shepherding, " 5• Quotationscited NEBare Iror_ theNewEnglishBible, ':_The Delegatesof theOxfordUniversityPress
Rob L. Staples . that for the most part the typical or "'average" andThe Syndicsof theCambridgeUniversityPress.
Naza#ene Theological Seminary Nazarene church should continue to provide e-par- - 6. QuotationsnotcitedWitha specialdesignationm;efromthe KingJamesVersionof the Bible.

sonage for its mini_try. - .. . ..
Dear Mr..Tracy: As recently as last year, we conducted an informai . .

Please let. me congratulate you on the excellent attitude survey on this question among district su-
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' ' " ' WITNESSDOES GOD REALLYEXPECT:US I
" " - .bY JerryL. Appleby TO ALLTHESE STRANGE PEOPLE?" ' " Ethnic�Urban.Coordinator I_

. Church of the Nazarene

• ," . • , .:

'r'oday, the Church of'Jesus Christ s at a cross Y we are called • "
" ' " on to minister to peoplefrom coun- helpful .books to assist a church or person facing

I road as it faces the major task o_ the ch'ange tries in which our own church has, no missionary - a changing community are isted on page 11. "
necessary to meet th'e ethnic challenge ()fthe 80s. experience. As an.exam ;)l,e.we now have a growing 3. Form a Miss on Action Committee. This is a
Refug'ees m gration, and immigration are concerns ]umDer of Cambodians meeting r various Naza- : • . group,of interested individuals wriowould liketo see
which are increasingly" becoming the center-stage rene churches across the United Statesand Cana- . . Minorities Total 43% the church meet the needs of its changing.com-
topms for church leaders today, At issue are not or!- da. Few Nazarene Americans or.Canaalans know " " olU.S. Population munity, Study the needs and map out possible
ly the complex.cilallenges given to us.. but also the the cambodian, anguage or" culture.- Therefore.'. ",,b-• solutions, using the guidelines frorWsuch publica_materials are difficult to obtain aria train(ng for new : - irons as the Mission Action'C(: remitted Extension
tremendous opportunities afforded. ...

H_len Temple said in'a recent prayer, "Lord, we .'converts who wish to be mbnLsters _slimited: This is Kit available through the Nazarene Publishing
have hot always dpne as well as we should in taking' only one,exam pie of the Homp exlty of the challe, nge - - ._ L._.. House. Of. course, other denominations have slm- -

do a mu_:h..better facing us right now. _f, " " ':"/- . . _ii! ilar materials to offer. - - -

thejob,gospelnowthatt°mey'them"areHelPcomingUSt()_°us." The ethn c ct_all.enge is a generalized. _)neF-eth- " . 4. Offer yourself and your church to government

mcs .are everywhere..The ethnic cornplexity of . ,'. " " " " " " i agencies to.teach Eng ish as a second languageor
'THE cHALLENGEs ' Florida, Texas. ant California is much. publ cized, host refugee families. ' -

; The complexity of our present communitms ".is HoweveL few communities escape the influx of both . . . 5. Recruit church people or college students who
mind-boggling. There are actually four groups in the documented and undocumented immigrants. Th-e are fluent in the language of the people.to be con-

. . ethnic circles with which we must deal. First. there challenge is immense. Add this tb the gross neglect " tt_cted. They will be effectwe ministers with the peo-
are cultural groups .that areAme#ican and speak of resident cu}tural groups, the cllurcn faces a task • " " " • pie in your vicinity Who might not _:riow English or
Englis b, These would include the AmericanBlacks like never before known. . , . _)refer to have Bible lessons in their own language,
and the Natwe Amermans--North American In- Trfere has been a slowdowmm ,"white llight. . . Establish a Sunday School class or a weekday Bible
dians, etc, It [s understood that many Native Amer- Economic conditions liave'made it impossible for class in that language with possible thoughts of
icans still speaK their native tongue. These peQpie people to 'move every t_me someone different , . forming this. into acongregation in the future.
are def nitely ,_merican but have both a culture and moves into their neighborhood. F_acially mixed . 6. Tie into some of the s_)ecialized programs of
a worship style that often warrants separatecnurcn" neighborhoods are very common now. Most larger .. " • - the general church. An example of this is the Naza-= " ' and smaller communities are a m_xture of many reneemphasis in the summer of.1983 for workin thein

Second. there are the immigrants. The Ij,S..De; different racial groups. Ma'ny people- would look . migrant camDs. If there is any m grant'activity
partment of Immigration.legally admits more than upCq mLs as an advantage, Howeve(:it does create cultural groups in America? Of course, He does! designated area during the summer:_'a helpful

. needs of

200,000 people irlto the Up ted States each year. a complex situation for man_ 'churches. It _s difficult" for a church to single out one rac hi group among Therefore. He must have solutions available foi"us if program has been developed to meet the
Then .we must consider undocumented persons we Will seek them. Each community must meet its these people and offer a chance for missionary ser-

("illegal aliens"l The t.Jmted States Census Bureau which they will minister.'lf they are going'to reach - . own particular needs in a unique way. Some pos-" vice in your community. .
believes thatup to 6 million such persons curnentl_/ their.community they must recogmze the complex- sible general steps towardsolutions to your corn- 7. A clear teachihg of God's' ownership of all
live in the United States. • -ity of it. " ' " ' ' ' munity problem mightbe found in the following, church facilities will help to make members willing_s unavailable for. new church . . .... . . to,share them with other ethnic groups. It is a dedi-

-" STEPS TOWARD SOLUTIONS cation of those buildings for L_sefulness to reaching
! Refugees make up the fou_:tn groul_. Hundreds of Ih addition moneythousands of people have been allowe¢ to enter trle buiidings, interest rates and availability of money

United States under the provisions of.theRefugee keep us from necessary expansion. Churches that . " : 1. It is most important to identify the need in a out to others that will result in God's.blessing.
Act of 1980. I talked to One.such ma rn recently wish to help other racial _n'd language groups start commdnity, Identification of ethnic breakdown can 8. Prayer'must be tied into the programfrom 'be;
who told astory of sorrow in leaving his natweland, a ministry are finding it increasingly diffic011 be- " " partially be identif ed through the 1980 census, g nning to end, To reach the tremendous challenge

: He started out With his wife and four children. He cause they cannot afford to rent. buy. or build new However. statistics may have changed di'asticaliy in we have before us. we'must see miracles that

was the only one that made it alive. Some starvedto buildings, I tt_e•last two years.because of the" migration, mini- _)arallel (he magnitude of the miracles that Jesus
death and others were killed" in their escape at- LJndocumented persons usually de not want.to be - gration.'and refugee influx. One should also check Derformed while He was on ea_:th: and miracles are

i tempt_ His adjustment problems to a new land were contacted by the church or any(_ne else, especiaUy the Refugee.Bureau. schools, churches, and olner dependent on prayer. These are miracles of re-
made more'difficult by the sorrow and the psycho- if we wish to record their names on the Sunday _ social activity centers. All of this will aid in identify- lationshlps, miracles of facilities, and miracles of a

Iogica_ adjustment_ necessary in his losses. Pres- School enrollment list or a membershH5 roll. This; trig.the ethnic an¢ cultural makeup of a community, breakdown in cultural barriers. Wltl_out the prayers
ently,'fe,w*4_hurch_s are e/quipped to handle such combined with their resistance to Protestant ..... . 2. ,Materials can be ordered to help in the or- and the resulting miracles, very little can be done_
problems, _ II churches, makes _t difficult to." minister to these ganizational phase. For. example, manyhelpful Many churches are developing new and uniquematerials are available through the NazarenePub- methods of meeting the challenge (through the

Large numbers ,of-new'languages' are spoken needy people. - '.
within communities."Most Iong_me inhabitants ha_e But We must not rest m the problems.. We must lishing House. These lnc!ude helps-on o'rg;_nizing guidance of the Holy Spirit). We can make the
never lleard these languages until recently. Often decide: Does God want us to winthese-ethnic and ' essary'.toethniccongregatiOnSputa plan toandimpactf°rmingaco'mmunity.C°mmitteeSOtherneC"gospeINorthAmerica.aVailableto all languages and cultures..of
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Dastors Working in cross-cul- community ir Order to be effec- It is at.this time that overwhelm!hg 2. Do your people haveasense
/ rural situations are frustrat- rive. He beg'ins feeling the guilt of failure takes up perma- ,. of mission toward the changing
eo We have let oar new'field of frustration and.challenge con- nentresidence within our hearts, community? Do your visions de-
harvest sneak, upon us without cerning others who cannot under- Hov,( do"we deal with these =s- velop asa singular dream of the
preparation for effective evange- stand his sermons, counseling, or sues? How .can a pas(or and pastor, or do the' laymen share
lism. fellowship, and "worship. even an invitation.to church, congregation sidestep these frus-." this vision?
Thus, initially, we suffer, negative Children are eas(ly gathered by trations.'ln order • to have more 3. Consider the.congregation's
responses which, develop, into the Sunday School busses but effective ministry? .There is no past exper ences,!f any in cross-
negative tendencies within our "those" kids become the target package of preproved do-it- culturalministry.
congregations toward whatever of accusation (rightly so much of yourself gimmicks that can solve 4, How are other churches in
ethnic group we are approaching- the time) when the building is the problems while you sleep. But your area approaching this rain-
The most common way this.ex- damaged, classes disturbed• and here are some ideas-that may istry? With what success?
presses itself is in the loss of worship interruptee- The only help. 5. What resources can you get
me mbership; finapces, person-" thirlg that is heard is debate about - Keep a Pioneer Mind-set to train your people to effective-
ne, and purpose of mission. This what to do with "them." Often the ly work in this ministry?
leads to a flagellating of both our finger can, be pointed at the pas- Keep the fact that you are pio_ 6. What do you need to do to
local churches.a.nd pastors, We tor, for it. is his efforts Wl_ich neering your work constantly in make ul'al ministry a
need some direction in Order that brougnt'_'them. It may go so far your thinking, planning, and re- g tool. instead of.tr_;ing
the call of ministry may Decome as_ to request the pastor to stop flection. No two situations are the to reconcile the reasons for min-
a facilitator instead of the an- bringing "them." On the other same. Thus, you cannot expect istry?

i nihilator, band. the pastor and "the con- yours to be like some other oper-

i We must not yield to the temp-' gregatlon may be willing to try, ation. Pioneers. do not think of that it will speak within the cul- wil go a long way in terms of
tation to giveup on cross-cultur- Yet. tneeffort on y bringsdamag_ success as -instant numerical ture, rather than changeto your keeping your ministry anointed. What Is Success? .
al ministry. It.is easy to be so to property, unproductive visita- growth. Cross-cultural situations particular cultural pattern. Do not Before you ever start cross-cul- Thecross-culturalctlurch mea-
prejudiced by our early; failurein tion With parents, and the•feeling state success in terms of long-, expect to be free of the burden by rural- ministry, be sure of God's sures its effectiveness in how Well
this kind of ministry that we want that if any adults do start'coming range goals, hiring an ethnic pastor. This prac- calling in both the congregation the program is funct oning. Thus,
to walk away from it. On the other i! will not work because they have Do not expect an overwhelming 'tice of having the ethnic co_- and the pastor. Often there is if the program is not running as.
hand, those .intoxicated by their, a church that • is following its tra- " influx t)f-new people even if you . . _ gregation tn the same facility with "need for at least two years of pre- smoothly as a Rolls. Royce--or
love for cross-cultura ministry ditional pat|erns of worship, pro- " hire an ethnic associate. Such an -: their own pastor may help out but paring the minds and hearts L3e-, at.least a Toyota--everyone gets
may not be able to see why the gram, and evangelism. " expectation is naive, ant will lead it has its own problems, fore the feet can go to .w°rk'- a.approachfailurecompleX.tocounteractN°rmallYthisprob-the
church should bother with any This program, when put togeth- to great frustration sooner or
other type of ministry, er with the other traditions of the later--usually sooner: Remember Pray and Plan Evaluale Resources lem is to work harder yourself

As usual, the pastor iSthecata- culture we seek to reach, be- you are dealiqg with a new set of The most effective preparation • The way to start any sensible (suffering for the -sa,ke of the
lyst for •progress, It is easy forthe comes another burden. Is it not a norms n' •regard to life-styles. .that•can be done is prayer. Pray- approach to ministry is to analyze church), and. search for anyone "
pastor who is active within acorn- .wonder that many attempts by Therefore, do not expect every ing for patience, mercy, long-suf- whatyou have to•work with. Many. who will fill the positions that are
munity to see the ethnic trends pastors and cong[egations either c"onvert to begin to look act. or • ferlng, joy peace, ove. good- factors are.to be considered, yet untouched. Soon the new
of his parish. He sees-his church fall by the wayside or become a think ]ike you exactly. The good pess;gentleness, and self-control 1. Assess the potential pro- high-pressured recruits become
as one that should reflect his qontlnual struggle for existence? news ofheart holiness is such 9
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frustrated. In most casesthere is cuss. After initia_ efferts the nor- overwi._etming to any pastor in th e _%_:_1'__1'_:_:_1'_:_:_:_:__
. no one to trainthem. Most of the real congregation is likely to re- - cross-cultural/city ministry to

results are slow in coming. Some ' turn to more satisfying p•atterns, start assessing the needs of the II __ U
took the positions because of Thesuccess qf this This shift in direction leads to a nphenomenon that Ihave termed community, church, and laity n • _ ' " -
guilt feelings rather than s_)iritual type of program-: the case of the "used t0s.'.' We all such a way as to adequately meet Best Books on Ugifts anyway. :The program be- them. Yet we must start.with the
comes such adifficultythat many ruing is dependent suffer this in ministry, but I.must , a ty _lnc remember that God has Ethnic Ministries

a good worker is discouraged, upon the laity,s will. confess that it carries mOre dev" , chosen them to do the work we I
especially if v_egive them the idea - astating effects in' cross-cultural
that only a picture perfect opera- ingRess to become ministry This case of the "used- have before us. It is encouraging ... I'_' to meditate about God's super- ' t. Ali(,n. ,ler_,: all(I l_ulh_r(I. (',e=_r_¢_._h(_p[n_tr¢ll" _"U"

' i natural ability,, and we pray for _ tu'r,,[ort/z_,,'/zurcl, i,itheCl,m,,_'i,,g(',m, rn,,ni" I

tion will'succeed., learners as well as tos"works on a set of subcon- " " " _ " •
scLous Drinc*ples that are virtually. . that divine intervention. "Some- r_' AtLanta: llomP Mi_shm R*mrd. SBC: Lg_'_. .

• i , • . T

Relationships Outweigh Program teachers, unknown to .the person. What . il times each of us _its and wonders 2. I]e=lrd: Annie S, ()ur I" Jr(,i/4n;It_)rn ( ittz('n,_. Ne_._
• should we do? • "

i The program we carry must - Our remedy isonethatth_Lord. - : if it is possible. Bravely. we set._ York:('r(_well. 195_.come as an Outgrowth of our re- " " out-to tackle the task of leading 3. P,r()wn. ('c_rinne.'{rnd_,r._tm_din,_ ()z_z_,r('u/tur_'._. U
f lationships with our people.-We has demonstrated already. We these our brothers ano sisters in New York: I|_ll. I(Jl_3." •would like tothnk that everyone speak, often of the incarnational Christ into fruitful .ministry. We. 4. (_)le,", _tewa_:t j;ran=. Mi_z_rith,, nnd "th(' X

likes Sunday School, missionary your life under the authority of the ";activity of God in Jesus. and this search high and. low for material _ Jtm(,ric_m I'ri, mii_,'..'_ew "£,,rk: Harper: tttS.t. I1'

'_i meetings, and all the rest of our • Holy Spirit. who .will transcend = is exactly.where we shall find our that is pertinent to our situation 5. Craig, I,lhson. "/'lie Urb(m ]_l_m. (,rzmd ]'_a-traditional programs. This as- traditions, assumptions, and ex- " _odel for ministry. How effective to no avail.
sumptlon says that all we have to pectatlons of each culture, is "someone who can put himsel,f I knoW of no better text thar_ n pid._: V,erde, ans,.19;.I. " " " " " " l_

do is train them in our wa_i of " n the shoes of another in order the Bible to teach these people to U {;. (;at'r_au, ,J(_et..'/'heNine N(tti_m.__]V_rtlt ,_tn_,r- -doing things. Yet, all too often this Get People Involved in to' help him work through issues 'do' their, work with power and ii,_L l_d_;t(m: Itou:_ht_m-Mil'llin, ('_)L l,_t_l_sureness• Professtonally, the pas- T. Handlin. ()sc_ r. It _ Upr_dt(,d: _ew York:. (;_'_,q-

Ikey to programmingcross-cultur- Getting the people involved titude we must have in order to tor .or other •laymen can take see and l)u_lal), hCl_)t. • ". , * , • , •

al ministry is to put i'e at unships with the decision-making process relate to those of other cultures, courses in colleges or seminaries ._. I-h_._selgr_ve..l)_wid ,l. l'lm_tm,q ( hur(h_'.s ( r,_s-and to 'find the .answers we need :- _ the field of missiology, sociol-- . _'_dt_r_t/tv. (_rand |_apid._: Raker_ 19_tl

I Iahead of program. This concept Js easy enough if you are well _" ' " , _d
will.dictate'how we reach out te adjusted to thereal needs.of the to reach souls lost amidst the ogy, and psychology, These will ,¢1.l,u_,l)ela_. ()u_. ]l_l_/_ur('/z n ('_dtz_r_,s.Pas-

" *l
our people. Instead of focusi.ng community beforehand One of- complexities otthe city. guve a foundation to build upon. adehai William ( _revl _).. tttTt).
on the number we have at any the problems, of churches which What I am proposing is not that ano many of our laymen are

given activity, we are more con- are. in changing ccmmunities'is we change our way of under- ready and willin, to take this.step _ Ill" N')vllk'Miehel''l'h"l_i_""[tlz'""nm('/t"/_t"l'_th" - Ii cerned about how well we aT'e " that they tend to shelter .them- standing things or forget .our if pastors will encourage it. Such "m{.._. New Y(_rk: Ma(:millah, It)Tt. .
bridging the gap between those selves from the events going" on feelings that we have carried with ' studies along with solid study ol It. P_dmer,..(;erahl.. l'}. Wind._,.i_f, L'fl_ig('.. Atlanta:
we do have. about them; You will have to take us from childhood. Rather• I |he-Bible, will give occasion for "_ - H_)rne M _(_ t_r(l, _}_( r , _ ')(_'t '

TI_e success Of this type of extensive amounts" of time ,_o would that all Christians grow be_ dialog, that otherwise might not II I:_. He=imancls, .John 'P.' "/'ellit W_'II. |_.ansas ('it.',':
I programming is dependent upon share one-on-one with your laity yond their normal limitations to occdr.. Aiways.give the opportu- LI , ,iRea_.'on Hill Pi'ess of l':.an_a._( ity; 19_|_, ' ..

the laity's willingness to become tn order that they may become _ecome "al things to all men in nity f0rdial0g. This -dynamic is i_ 13. li ))et. A. 1{. Bihli_)gr(zplL_' f_)r ( r_._sCu/(ural
" learners as well as teachers. We sensitive to .the needs of tl_ose order that some.muRat be saved. •• almost unbelievably the mainstay ,11 W_rt_,r_',;'l)as_denn: William ('_re_, Lih:, [9_1.

must become missionaries by. who normally would' be alien'.to 0f the congregation s futiJre• U l.t. \V_l_ier.'C. I). ()_" Ki/_d,[ l'c;_ph,. Athmta: ,1,_}m
, adoption. We earn our field by them. You must struggle through . Talk to Each Other .Let.the laity take the iniiiative _ " . Kn(_x Press; ]979.. ' ,
! , taking the initiative to become the prejudicial questions and pre- John Wes ey said that.he-re- in developing and-training each II

close to someone of the ethnic concei_,ed ideas of most every ceived wisdom from much colJi3-" •other through experiences and I1: Most of these.books are availablefrom yourpublishing "
group to which we seek•to rain- person, both of.your congrega- sel. Wheo cross-cultural workers reflection. In addition bring pe0_ v " " h_)uso. " ' • -
Ister. This allows us to know their tio,n and of those Ln the commu- get together to talk- over certain i_le experienced in cross-cultural ....... ,

5
_ersonal needs, culturalidiosyn- nity. " pi'oblems, many alte[natives •." . ministry to talk to yourcongrega_
crasies, and religious expecta: Often you will find that tiC'e, come to life. Also. there is some- tion. Visit other churches'of-an-

. tions._ . . . church will progress faster than thing to say about the supportwe Other culture• and seek opportu

, t'he program you construct will the community m terms of ae-. factor when we see someone else nities, that will bring the laity .
i be one that is. permeated with the ceptance of cross-cultural en-" poring over the same prct)lems (ace_to-face with the needs• Take fall ;trey to the numbers game. danger'in this" process is to

dynamics of holiness that calls for deavors. Therefore. iftheseterms ' with the same frustrations." I groups out for avisiting program Remember that we are more con- _:hange too"quickly: Set up cute-
eying yourneighbor as yourself, for ministry are put haphazardly guess it's consoling to see each with.the contingency that time for cerned about .building. relation- ria for change. Expect certain
Uncut thecomplex variables that togetherl you will' fired little suc- other in our bewilderment and a debriefing dialog abOut• their ships than attendance. I am not indicators'lor affirming your di-
the church ha_ to.deal with. isthe cuss in building the bridge for _it's exciting to help each other feelings and experle nce will come ag amst attendance, but there are ruction. Please'do not make.the

i system of relationships. Each cul- relat unships. As :you can tell; broade[I ddr horizons no cross- immediately afterward. Work to too many variables that will likely t_rnis'take of using only board
ture h_s a different set of roles this mirlistry takes time• • cultur'al ministry. - .. see that everyor_e.gets the free- keep this.from nappening at first, members or peQple who.are root-" " dom to express himself whether Numbers will come in time. Do ed in the local church. The re-

, for Personal interaction. Should .- . " " flection process gives.you an up-
you expect someone to see the Look Out for."Used-toe" Don't Forget the Action Step you ke what you near or not'. not be aft'aidto scrap a program." Just do not .st¢_ trying. We are portunity to use the .talents of
same Issues in the someway you The majority of early cross-cul- We move now to Dutting these And in Conclusion too quick to grab c n to one _ro- many people.

• do_ you will find yourself frustrat- tural experiences that a congre- observations into concrete action. Let Me Say... gram. anc then hold on for dear This type ot ministry, is de-
ed whenattempting to solve any Ration w have are negative. This How many of. our people are. manding, but it is also rewarding.

. crisis. , is because of the lack. of role. trained to meet the needs th._t •Finally, we need to see the ne- life.. •
Cress-cultural minis'try be- models. Sensitization1 and terms arise in each of these cross-cul- cessity to stop periodically to re- It is my suggest!on to organize Remember that it is upto God to

comes a new challenge to put of ministry that qualify as suc- .rural situations? Few. f any. It is ..... _ flect Uport what has been occur- a committee whose responsibility bring the har_)est.. We are but His. • "ring in our ministry• Please do not s" to dc one thtng-_reflect. The labc)rers planting _he seed. '_
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" ' Sam-aria?.... Where: ISA church growth principle. America you must worship God. out of western hymns translated . -which pernaps is the most the way Amertcans do and go to_ into Armenian on y,those_hich . • . • ,
controversial ancl yet so crucial to God through our channels." BUt have "Armenian •flavor" and ' .. . " "
the-task of planting ethnic there, are members .of ethnic speak to the hearts-of my con- -' . . . .
churches, is this: Individuals need groups who are erljoying church gregattbn are.sung. For example; • " - -
_not cross linguistic, social; class, _ervi(;es with the,Anglos. What is "Onward Christian SOldiers" .is " " ' •'' "' _" " ' : "" - .... " .: ",'. ::- ' ' bySylvesterBallard* " . . . . ':
dr racial bai'riers n.order to be- my response to that? Two things: out of the list not because it is : • - .

come Christians, .Thisis based first, these people are the e_(cep- theologically bad or wrong_ but -. . ...
on, and is inline with, cross-cul- tions and no1 the norms; second- because it signals a warlike con- , . .. ,-
tural communication theories as ly, I am addressing my comments querthg spirit. Armemans who . . ... • . ..
well as on the convictionthat the .to leaders who are interested in have" be'on raised in the West .. • " " '"'. "
apostles laid no such demands flew converts, may enjoy ths song but those ' " Judea and.Samara could repr'esent, in'relation to
on the early converts (see Acts You may find many minorities who hav'e been living in the Mid- : "rherewas ayoung Black man who.returned to the ' . . .
15). According to this. theory, the who enjoy and attend Anglo die East under Muslim ruleand . / United, States from'fighting 'in a war. Before our mtssion today.

: biblical demands such as (_onv_c- churches, but my guess is that have all along beenon the defen- " " _eaching his home state of Mississippi; he prayed a " " " "
tlon {or sins. confession..repen- you will find very few individuals sive, have difficulty appreciating .... - • prayer and [ecelved an unusual.answer. He said. WHERE WAS sAMARIA'IN THE ,
lance and sanctification are of a minority group actually con- such songs. . ""Lord, I thank You for being with me in England. TIME OF CHRIST? .
deemed enough hurdles fo,r the verted In Anglo church settings, (3) THE ANGLO CHURCH Germany, and Spelt1, New, Lord, please give,me a. If a.person looks at.a map of Paiestine he,sees
convert to cross, and the commu- The second im plication of the" must look to indigenous leaders. " - sale trip across the ocean to New York and all the. that Jerusalem, the place where JesfJs told His
nicatof: of the gospel need not principle.is this: ('2) THEANGLO From the outset a Christian mem- " " . wayhdmetoMiss_ssippi. Please be with me as l go disciples tc wait for the Holy Spirit. isJocated in
add ne_' and artificial ones to the CHURCH cer_not and should not -ber of the target 'group'. must be ' -".... home." The Lord said.;"l have been with you in Judea, n other wQrds,-Jesus was tel!ing His dis_- - to start witnessing in the city and then.moye

i list. expect to plant successful ethnic located and invited to pastor. . . Englancl and t cared for you in Germany and, I will ciples
' My purpose here is not to dis- churches unless the services are Whether this person is.a layman protect you in New York, but I'm not going to Mi§; . out from there. However. Jesus specifically'named

cuss the theological implications particularly tailored or desighed or a trained minister will depend " sissippi.'" Samaria. He could have said, "Go througnobt the " "
of this princ p e..Many have dealt to meet the ethos, or the world- on. the cultural pattern of .the When I think about the missionary program of the land. east, west, north, and"south." Jesus did not"
.with that problem already. My in- view,.of the target people, As- group in:question. There are, of (_hurcl_ of the Nazarene, I sometimes feel as if .say that. He said "Ye shall be witnesses unto me
tention is rather t0'expiOre, with- sumir_g that we have a. church coarse: exceptions to, this sug- heard an" answer .from God iike that of .the Black both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and-in Sa-

" _ the sho_t space allotted, the building ready for a new group (1. gestion. In. situations where no man in this story. We feelthat God will be with us to maria, and unto the uttermost Dart of the earth"
replications of this principle from say chdrchbuilding and riot a fel- indigenous leadership is avail- sl?reao the gospel in South America, Mexico, Africa: (Acts .1:8). -

" the perspective of a member of a IowshiD hall, unless ofcourse, it able. the Anglo church can pro- and India but that He will not really help us rl t is important to note that the disciples were not
minority group, and make tents- can be rearranged in such a way vide a local pe'rs0rl, I knOw an • certain partsof our own country. Many times I have. very interested in Samaria. Earlier in Jesus' ministry .
tive suggestions for the ..Anglo that it will fit the people's view of Angm .pastor who is ministering •. heard preach'ers speaking from Acts 1:8 saying that we find out that the disciples ':entered into a village
church .leaders who wish to use the.house of God) theliturgy.must to an ethnic church and doing an .. . • _ . Jerusalem represents home and we should start our of' the Sa_naritans, to make ready for him." The

t their.churches as a basefor win- be indigenous tothe g,roup in excellent job[ however, he is an witnessin£ there and move out to the rest of the Samaritans "did not receive him, because his face.
• ning the minoriti'es. " question. The type of.hymns, the" excel_tion. As a general rule, it Is world. Very little is said about the possibilit_ of what Was as though he would go to Jerusalem." And

" This principle implies: (1)'THE .style of.prayers,'the"klnd of-ser- better to havea less-qualified " . -.. . '-
ANGLO .CHURCH cannot and mons. etc., must all be geared tO indigenous person than a well-
should, not. assume _t can carry meet the cultural _atterns of the trained Anglo [Sastoring an ethnic "-,i • church..
out an effective evangelistic m/n- ethnic group,
istry to the minorities by Inviting True, there are situations where It goes without saying t'hat
them to their church services, indigenous hymns or liturgies are these are neither the only guide-
Such efforts-are doomed to fail -scarce or not available at all. In nes nor the only solutions for
from the start because the covert such cases one has to Improvise planting ethnic churches, Evei'y
message involved i_ this ap- as best as poss be In a newly situation is so unique and com-
proach to the target people is plarlted.Armenian church which I plex that it requires a particular

- this: "Since you are living in nave the .privilege of pastoring, set of answers. _
13
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When His disciples James an_dJohn saw this they was interested In changing them into good ones
-, said "Lord. wilt thou that we comm'and fire to come through the gospel. He knew that someone Would "

down from neaven, and consume them, even as make this tradition of avoidance (separation) an " . .". -.
Elias did?" But He turned• andrebuked them., and issue. He made i_very clear beforf_ Heleft _The dis- .. . " . " . ::- , .
sa'id "Ye know not whal manner of s pirit _e are of c_ples were to receive the Holy SDirit. He gave them " . • " " .'. " .. , " . . ..

For-the Son of man is not come to destroy me_'s this command: "Do not leave •Jerusalem, but wait " " "'_ . _?:" i "" i" i " " - " "lives, but to savelhem" _Euke 9!52-56). for the gift my Father promised ,... you will be my ,_ . 'I' '.

It was not that the Samaritans did not likedesus oi" witnesses in.. Samaria. and to the •ends of the _,• [--"_'_----_ _J_ _] _"__L]" " _"_ _] _--_T _

His disciples but rather they did notlike.Jews, The earth" (Acts 1:4 8. NIV). We nave a responsibility i" -. iwoman at the well 'asked Jesus. "How is it that thou, to minister-to our Samaritans. This is a' must for .... .. • . .
being a Jew. asketh drink of me:',which am a wornan Spirit-filled Christians. We must witness.to the poor, ,.. _ .... . ....
of Samaria? for the Jews have no dealings wltn tr_e _ the Blacks. and other minority grdups _n our (;dun- • " '• : • " ',t " * .

Samaritans" (John 4:9). We can accurately say that try. ... .. ' . . " . ,. " . .there was a racial problem between the Jews and "" ' ' -
the Samaritans. Jesus was aware of it and would not WHO, WILL GO TO sAMARIA?
challenge His disci.ples to de_,l with it in their early 'l Ai:ts we read that.Philip went down to a Samar-
ministry, He told them, "Go not into the way of the itan's city and proclaimed the gospel When the " ", • - . "
Gentiles. and into any city of the Samaritans enter crowds heard Philip and saw the'miraculous signs _ • " " " ' " '
ye not: But go rather to the lost sheep of, the house ne performed they believed and were baptizeq- An Interview with Peter Wagner
of Israel" (Matt. 10:5.6). Jesus knew the attitude of. (,&,cts 8:6.12). I believe with all my heart that God wilt - • " " • -
HisdiscJples and He understood that they could act "not allow us .to fail in Samaria if we go there. God " " • " "
deal with the racial problem until they were filled opened'adeorferPhilipandHewillopenadoorfor " . _ " "

with the Holy. Spirit. Jesus' later commandment to us. However. Philip did not see the _ower of God at " 'Wesley Traoy; I Wahl to invite you .to share in an , very realistic facir_g of the human responsibility'In
'go to Samaria and deal with those people of another work until he went to nis Samaria. God is still look- informal dialogue w_ith Dr. Peter Wagner. He is an carrying out •God's will on earth• Certainly that is a
race was a must for theSpirit-filled discioies_ -ing for some Philios w,ho will go andbe,instruments . outstanding leader !n.the Church Growth Move- very important dimension• of church' growth. We

The Jews I_at'e'dthe Samaritans for'a reason. The for Him. He loves all people: the ones across town: ment,-he is a professor at Fuller Theological Semi- t_eed to recognize that the Lord 'of the harvest is
Samaritans were a racially m_xed people. When the the ones irq the suburbs as wel as the ones in the " ". • " _ nary and holds a Ph.D: degree in Social Ethics from the Lord and that He produce,_ the harvest. As Paul
Northern Kingdom was-captured many of the peo- inner city. The 'Lord is looking for a person who _s .the University.of Southern CalifOrnia. Well, let's let says, "1 have-ple_nted, Apollos Watered, but.God
pie were .taken nto exile, the remaining Israelites willing to say, '-'Here am I: Send me" {Isaiah 6:8). 'him tell •us about himself• Peter, would you tell us a gave theincrease." He gives the increase. He ¢ipens
n the former Northern Kingdom intermarried with We started mission work in Africa in the -early littleabout your professional back_)round and expe- the field, end yet He does not reapthe harvest. He

the Assyrians as well as with other Gentiles• When ;1900s. However• the mission work among Blacks in .". " " • - • - rience . . asks us to' pray. the Lord Of .the harVest to send
the Jews of the S(_utherr Kingdom returned from the United States (especially in the southern staies). " - laborers, !.feel that.scripturally It is legitimate to se,y
Babylon and set out, to rebuild the Temple, in Je- did not start until the late 1940s. Why was.it easier Peter Wagner: I think the most significant thing in that the world will not be evangelized unless we
rusalem, the Sanlaritans oppose_ them (Ezra 4:2: to go to Africa rather than just across the railroad -- my early Christian ministry was spending 16 years eva[_gelize it, I'm.not trying to forget that thisJs dor_e
Neh 2:19: 4:2). The Jews considered the Samaf:i- trac.ks?. . : - in Boliviaas a missionary along with my family_ We by the power of God, but it is also done by human
tans to be an unclean race. Both groups avoided Generally, White Christians have had '_o dealings - . . y/orked in eastern Bolivia in general missionary ,_gents whom God uses. Onedoesn't have to argue
each other• This attitude of.not having anything to with their Samaritans,. There =sa tendency among work, in evangelism, and church planting. Our sec- that point with Wesleyans.
do with the Jews:became a [raditio'n that was strong Christians to keep to themselves• A person's reli-_ . ond term was spent teach ng in the Bible Institute,

• ' during the time .of Christ, In many cities in our gious and social life {including dating and marriage) '. our third term in directing .the missions. In 1971 I Tracy: Do you see any particular obstacles that we
. !. countrythe_earepeoplewhoareleftoutofthemain tends to take place within, the same church, By retL_rned to:the U.S accepting an Invitation to needtoovercometomakechurchgrowthprinciples_

mission of the Church for similar traditional reasons• looking at the traditional approach of the Nazarerfe teach at the Fuller Seminary School of World Mis- effective in our Circles?
- - . church, we see that there has been a .fear.among sion. Simultaneously I became a' vice_president of Wagner: Well, I think there are some-problems in

;_ WHERE IS ,SAMARIA TODAY? . Whi(es that ministry to Blacks in this country would Fuller Evangelistic Asso.clation. which is a group the Church of the NaZarene. I think that one thing
Some may disagree, but I believe that we have a lead to mixing the two communities w_thin the " . ' which implements the _inds,of theories that we work we have learned throughthe leadership of Dr. Hurn

} Samar_a in the mission of the Chu'rch of the Naza- church. This was not.seen as being good according out In the. more, academicsituation, is that the rate of growth of the Church of the Naza-
1 rene. Thatls [o say, an area of the count_'y, a type of .to-the tradition of being s_parate from Samaria. Yet Tracy: I want to ask' you some questions, from the rene has been de_lining in recent years. The church

- "people that vie do not have any .dealings, With. A we felt that it was 'important to be obedient to Wesleyan view m general• and the Nazarene view In • is-still growing, but the'declJninggrowth rate of the
people that we have avoided for traditional'reasons. Jesus' commandment in Acts 1:8. We considered " '" " particular. As you see the. Church of the Nazarene 70s constitutes a.danger sign, which I understand •
They are 'the poor, Black Americans and other ourselves to be obedient by going to all the other . . and other Wesleyan groups, what do we have goirlg• leadership is taking very. seriously. I feel that one
minority-groups that are just across th'e railroad parts Of the woi'ld; ()ur work in Africa showed us.. for us that would make us effective users of church thing we can speak of, on a. denomination-wide
track: They are close by, but we have our reasons that we could minister tc Blacks without mixing the g_;oWth principles? basis,.is that the number of new church stabs has
noz to deal with them.,We tell each other.that many two communities together ir_ the church. Our love . .... not been keeping up witch.past patterns I think this

,_ of the'Black Americans are prejudiced against us. was shown at a distance. We could love better Wit_ _ Wagner:.l think the most.impor, tant thing, that Wes- is probably the major reason for that decline in
"They are not very clean_jus'_ look at their neigh- an ocean between us. • . leyans have going for them IS that they have never growth rates, and I. think that by .picking .up new

i borhood. Many of them are involved with crime: .The scripturedoes not allow us the freedom to " " _ lost the gospel The.gospel has always been_present church starts that this can fairlyeasily be over-

_,; check with the police department and you will find take this option. Christ has commanded us to go to" in the heart. Of Nazarene preaching, teaching, come.
that it is true T;here are many -other _places that •SamarJa as well as to the other parts of the world• thought, and action, unlike certain other denomina- - Now we realize that while we start new churches

the gospel is needed_ so we will go somewnere Now iS the time for us to be truly obedlent to the tions which in recent years seem. to have lost that we also lose some in disorganized churches every
else." The list could go on. . " ' " " whole commandr:nent 'of Christ in Acts 1:8. Are you cutting edge of the gospel, The Church of the Naza- year. I think that Nazarenes have tc be a little more

These may seem to be good reasor_s_ If the Jews willing to say yes to the Ca!l of God to go to your _ rene preaches the gospel and that. of coul'se, Is the ruthless about disorganizing churches than they
were.asked to g_ve reasons for theirconduct• they Samai'ia? You can go by givingyourself to prayer very starting.point of Church growth. The second have been. I think they need to recognize that some
coulcl have given an excellent list. However Christ • . about this matter and promising God that you will be thing, that • is ' more characteristic of Wesleyan churches, due to circumstances usua!ly beyond

was .not interested ir avoiding bad situations: He obedient to whatever He says: . _ thought than Calvinistic thought is that there is a control, of the local church are suffering terminal
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illnesses. In many cases_, if proper action is taken Mexicans living in America form a kind el people itus. it frequently starts in a white.church. The poor
these churches can, so to speak, die with dignity, different from those who have recently immigrated, people in-a white area get saved. They start paying
Thisneeds to be recognized _Jnd think that Naza- mparticular the.undocumented aliens, their tithe and sending their children to college• .
renes h•ave been feeJing gLdlty about certain local All these groups have different needs• They can't "Redemption and lift" occurs. Now the old neigh-
situations that they need not feel guilty..about at ail. be expected to reach each other: They must be borhoo8 isn t good enough anymore--especially iP-

Tracy: What'other counseldo you have for us? evangelized, each groupin their own terms. So this another racial group beg!ns to move in. Their at-_s more or less what we mean by the application tempts at.ministering to the changing communitymeet with a great deal of failure. They simply don't
Wagner: Somehow the system has to be reorga- of the principle. " " know how to handle, the probl(}m. What are the
nized so that pastors have longer tenure.• There is a Tracy: Alright, somewhere, then, E-2 evangelism options for a church'that's suffering from ethnicitus?
relationship between pastoral longevity and church has to occur..Let's assume the gypsy community " "
growth to a point. Ch_Jrches that change pastors in Los Angeles has no evangehcal witness. Should Wagner: Well. first they need to recognize the fact
every three or four years won't grow. Your "super we feel responsible for an E-2 effort here? that ethnicitus generally is caused by what we label
churches" tend to have "lifetime" pastors. Those - local contextual factors, which means that the eause

;_ pastors do not expect to leave their churches for Wagner Yes, definitely. The Greal Commision'tells is beyond the cohtrol of the,local congregation
the rest of their II_,es. If not lifetime tenure then us that we must preach the gospel to every creature. They need to recognize the fact that they should not
something in the order of 12 to 15 years would be a We must preach it, but we must preach it effectively, feel guilty about this any more than a human being
good target• That's better than what it is now. Now, if my (:hurch. whichis an upper-middle-class should feel gu Ity about getting leukemia. They can't

T_'aoy: I think that 3 years and 1 month _s now our Anglo-'American church• thinks they are going to centre it. Also, they have to recognize that ethnic-evangelize gypsies and bring them into, the Kind of itus is termir_al: th.atrthe church is going to die. Now,
average tenure . - . . worship service we have, we have a no-win situa- what they do about this determines whether they die

Wagner: That's too bad.because as Lyle Schaller tier We will be confusing E-1 methodology with'an with., dignity,, or Wh.ether'..they go out kicking and
teaches us. the effective years of a minister usually E-2 situation. We would have to move in and either screaming.
begin _etween years four and six.. learn the Romany languageor identify with the gyp- Unfortunately, too many churches have gone out

sies in some way.or preach to them and then allow kicking and screaming and not'being a blessing to
Tracy: It seems to me, from my knowledge of the them to form their own church. NOw, happi[y,.God the kingdom of God." The options are: first the
church growth materials, that pr.obably the most has blessed and t'here already Is'a gypsy ch(]rch of church'can die a lingering death: I 'don't thtnl( that's
controversial thing is. the homogeneous unit con- - -= -300 members. And it's a church (;LJitedifferent from. a very good option• I think that's the kicking and

capt. I think nothing in the whole movement ilas -"-.-"-._- ,_been more misunderstood. In facl I _:now that in . ,, .. .let's say, the Church of the Nazarene. For example, screaming kindof, a thing. The second option is to--- ,,,-_.......... "" in.their Communion service they serve a large glass change the philosophy of'ministry of.the church so
some places it has really been used to sanctify our v,mwest of real wine. They do a lot of things we don't. It becomes a m s_ii0r_,and se in a sense the church
flight to the suburbs which I know is .a distortion of. uses its humane a_d financial resources to meet the
the hQmogeneo'us unit principle•Would you just tell
us whatever it is you think we need to _now.about something like thai Further it is sire ;)ly a strazeg_z- Tracy: Our typiqal mistake in an'E-2 situation, is tO social needs of the people who have moved into the• be paternalistic. We want to get in tnere and run neighborhood. And tha_t's a. good thing to do. The

{_ the homogeneous unit princiole? . ing tool for evangelism• -:: everything and tea'ch them how to do everything our church will die. but as it dies it willpour out'its own

i Wagner: Yes. Unfortunately, some. people have Wagner: Can1 give you a formal definit'ion of what way. And we've made that mistake again and again_ lifeblood to help ,_he people socially..In cases like
taken the homogeneous unit principle and used it we mean by a homogeneous unit? -. . .. to the detriment of the Kingdom, I'm sure., that. not too much evangelism has resulted when

" contrary to God's will. The homogeneous unit prin- this has been experimented with, but it's still 'one
ciple is just a tool: it.is not a doctrine o_:a dogma; It Trac_': Yes, 'd like that. " " " _ : ' Wagner: That's one of the greatest obstacles to the- spreading of the g(_spel.'it reminds me of Methodist way to die with digni'_y.
has _)een found tc be a useful instrument for world Wagner: This is a Lausanne Committee definition. - mss onal; as'wine wentto evangelize the Kiowa In_ Another option is to move out. And many church-
evangelization. Like any tool, peoplecan tal<e it and "A people is a significantly large sociological group- " ' dlans. I understand that when some Kiowa men es choose it. They either mergewith other churches,

.I- .use it for evil as well as for good. For example, a ing of individuals who feel a common affinity for one ; :" decided to follow Jesus one of the missionaries or relocate as a •_nit, In one sense you might say

I group from South-Africa taped Dr. Ral ah Winters' another.'"There are many groups of people who feeladdressat the Lausanne Conference and payed it a very; very strong affirLty for 'certain others..For • : . said," "Now. the first, thing you have t(_ do is cut your that trlat's not dying• because the church isn't a

• I on the radio to prove .that Laud,anne was justifying example, we recently discovered in .Los Angeles ... halr_" So they cUt•their hair. And then they were told, building it's, people. But as far as the community.is
apartheid That was the farthest thingfrom his mind. thattnere are 5,000 gypsies. Now,.those 5,000 gyp-. " '. "Now, you have to put shoes on, because we only concerned• if they..move out, the church is dead:worship God with shoes on," So they put shoes on. there's no more church, there are no more people.-
The homogeneous unit principle is a way of looking sies cdnstitute a ilofnogeneous unit. They know . "- Then they told them, "Now, you'll have to tie up your And then fhe fourth option which I think is the best
at the world in its natural groups of peoples• It's each other, they have.comm unications networks, : " necks on Sunday to worship God." So they learned of all, is to make a transition..A transition may be

seeing the world in terms of "peoples." The gospe! they have their own socia'l clubs, they have their own " .how to put .string ties around their necks, which called a complete blood transfusion: Get rid bf the
spreads not individual by individual• not country by marriage patterns, they have their own styles of many of them still use, "And then.they were told, old blood and fill it (Jp with new blood. That is. the
country, but betweenthose two extremes, people by dress, and that in itself-means that we need to "We worsh p God inside houses." So they went in people change the Whole nature of the cllurch so
people• Each country has many, many different evangelize gypsies m a way that we would not evan-
_)e()ples or, as we call them; homogeneous units, gel_e_ let's say, Jews or Mexicans, It's.a different - . . the church. As soon as they went n the church that the new congregation, the.new leadership, the.
We calculate roughly that there are still 16,750 nee- homogeneous unit. Now, this is not always de.tar- .. 1 there they saw a .portrait <)f a man on the wall with new people, the new evangelistic program is made. - long hair, a loose flowing robe, preaching barefoot up of peoplewho n(_wiive in the neighborhood, not
pes ip the world tbday that have not yet received the mined just by. national origin: Gypsies don't even in the open air, . " those who c()mmute in from the outside: And this
gospel• • E-2 and E-3 evangelism has to be done to know where they come from, but they all speak the • '- " " - has been done in many cases in the Church of the
plant the gospel n those cultures. We must plant Romany language, iTracy: Not even a necktie. Nazarene: I think by far _hts is the:best route, The- o

the gospel among them in a way that turns out to be Look at the Hispanics. Now Hispanics are very
: relevant .to their culture• That is without all the Wagner: Not even.a necktie, and they became a lit- old congregation is not there anymore; but-a new

excess cultural baggage that many missionaries prominent in Am'erica, but among Hispanics, Cu- " ' -banS, Mexicans. and Puerto Ricans form separate. , •. itle confused.That's lust one little illustration of the one _s. It's still a Church of the Nazarene, or wllat-
" carry 'n actually confusing the gospel with the cul- groupings and they feel common affinities for their " .. way many mls,_lonaries confuse their own culture ever, it's still preaching the gospel, it's.still preach-

ture of the missionary. own subgroup.Cubans.do not feel.very much af- .•with the gospel and b'ecome very paternalistic. Ing holiness, but is preaching it in a way that. itcould be understood and accepted by the new peo-

Trl_oy: A homogeneous unit could be a racial unit, finity toward Mexicans; they feel much more to- Tracy: One problem which faces one .Nazarene pie n the community. The older congregation never
it could be a vocational unit, such ascoal miners, or •.ward Cubans, Again, third and .fourth generation "- church after another, is what you would•call ethnic- could have done that.

.... 17.
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Tracy: I want to ask you a cuestion about spiritual The people with the gift of evaffgelism should be put
gifts, Twenty years ago we were teaching our people to work. I think they should have structured time in •..]
that everybody had to be a soul.winner, anevange- Whichllthey witness and bring people'to Christ.

ist. We made everYbody feel guiJtyif the_/ cou'dn't Those thatdon'thavethe'giftof, evaB,elism, but. MEASURING RECEPTIVITY
win souls to .Christ m the cafeteria ine. in the taxi only the role of witness should be Instructed to con- - :

cab. or even the resf'room We all went d_,shing out centrate on discovering what spiritual gift they {LO
with the "Four Spiritual Laws." or, our version of have. Because if the_, don't have-the gift of evangel,

them. thinking we had the answer. Now we've gone lism. they have,_ome other gift. They must use them '" AND RESISTANCE

to the extreme and some people have recruite,_the too. For the new converts the evangelistsbring into " .
doctrine'of spiritual gifts to say, "Oh I don't have the the church won't stick unless the Other gifts are .' -
gift of evangelism," and so they simply.do not wit- operating. " -

ness anymore and don't feel guilty about it.at all. It .... TO CHURCH GROWTH

seems to me that the most frequent."l don't have Tracy:.Peter: the_e is nothing as far as I can find in _ " - • "
the gift" evasion deals with this matter of soul win- my examination of me church growth literature that _
ning and witness for Christ. Is that .'lot. a raisin- conspires against the primacy, of preachihg. How- " . . _
terpretat on of.the spiritual gifts doctrine? ever. the' church growth persons don't say a lot

about preacnmg. Would you comment on the re ..... ". by Lyle E. SchallerWagner: Well, the pendulum swing,s back and forth• lationship between strong pulpits and, church _ . .
I think you described two extremes of the pendu- growth? - . . Parish Consultant
lure. I think that the old idea of saymg that everyone - " - - " ,Yokefellow Institute" Richmond. fnotana
is an evangelist, is an extremely counterproductive Wagner: It just so I_appens that I was talking to : • -
idea for church.growth besides being unbiblicai. To Oscar Reed about that today, and becau§e of his '- ...... .... • "

use the doctrineof spiritual gifts as a copout for interest in i_reaching, atthe seminary, naturally he I really have only one additiona! question'l would "Yes have one.'.' said. David to the surprise ofeffective evangelism is equally conterproductive was very much interested in wha't I would say about, • liketo explore with you," declared Sam Wilson, Sam. who had not ever], thought" about the can:
and unbiblical. I think there's a niiddle ground that. it is true that we don't say much about preach- •chairman of the _ulbit committee of.the 6-(-year-old didate's right to ask questions during the inter-view.
where people, have to distinguish• between the gill ing. A basic reason for this is that not.much re- Westminster Churah. "That is church1 growth: W.e're "What's the degree of receptivity among the folks
of evangelism and the tale of witness. I think we search "has come m on the relationship of preach- doWn'io 80'or.gO at worship on Sunday morning, here at Westminster to the idea of church growth?
need •to,teach Christian people that every Christian ing to church growth• We need,a lot more Work on "" " " We used to average .wellover 150 and our sanctuary Some congregations this size show a lot of resis-
ts a witness. I think that e_,ery one of our church this. We need to fincl out how these two things re- .. will seat 235.including thechoir. I believe God _s tahoe to church growth, What's the pncture here.

members should be trained in a witnessing program late. I have a few hunches that we'll find that. de- calling.ou_- church to grow and I wan t to be sure our "1 don't know how i_ the world you could measure
and consider that part Of being "a Christianl justas pert'cling on•the philosophy of ministry of the (_hurch. :next minister is interested in churcl] growth.' . " that," replied.Sam, "but I think we can assure you of

, , • • . • . p

i much as tithing, prayer, or worship. However. it ap- . ' preaching will be significant ira.some cases and-less "£11esevefl.members of this committee had been our sincerity. Weall want thus church to grow!"
i. pears that about 10 percent of Christians have been sngnificant for others. " " " - • interviewing the Rev. David Morrison for nearly an. " -

given aspecial gift from God. the gift of evangelism. I mentioned to I_r. Reed that the Sojourners hour when Sam asked his question, It was inc_'eas- David raised an extremely significant auest[on.
c:ommunity in,Washington. D.C.. for example, prob- - ' ingly obvious that the other members, of the corn- .bLOthe did not receive a, satisfactory response. Do
ably gwes little weight t0" preacbing.. That's not their' mittee were favorably impressed with Davi_. Ur)_ess the members Of Westminster truly want to see that

i - thing. But Garden Grove Community Church could something unexpected developed, it appe,ared they congregation reverse the numerical decline of re-not have grown the way it has without very strong : were prepared to recommend the congregation .cent• years and become a larger congregation?

/_,/f_,_ -_ preaching--:the pulpit is cerjtral in that church.' extend a c:all to Rev. Morrison to become their next W_lat quest,ons could David MorrJsoo have raised
,/ ;,/ ,/ _ Some chuv:ches are side door churches and some pastor• that might have produced a more accurate assess-

churches are fl;ont ,door ct_urches. Front door • "I'm ver.y committed to the con(:ept of church merit of the recept)vity, or the resistance to church
churches depend heavily on preaching, typically. -" . : . . growth." replied David. "The congregation I am now growth?
SIcle ,door churches, depend much more on the " serving h_.d 142 members wnen I arrJvecl sixyears While they "are far from infallible, there _v;esome

_ _. working of other evangelistic dynamics rather.tl_a_j" " ago, We now have236: During those s_x years we (_Lnestions David might have asked to shed light on "' • " _ preaching itself.. " . " " received'an average of nearly 30 members a year. I the degree of receptivity or resistance to numerical

_ Recently,.l had some evidence that Drea_:nmg . " keep up on church gro,wth literature• I think my growth at Westminster. If he had raised theseques-
_ /_ may wellbefhe, key togrowth n'Blackch_Jrc, hes:l _' }'ecorddemonstratesthatlhaveanactiveinterestin tions. Da_'idmighthaveriskedoffendingSamWi-

, - .
think it is much more sigpificant in Black Churches church growth." . - son. who "knew" that every member wanted West-
across the board, than it isin Wh_te churches across " : " "Your reCo'r'd is oneof the reasons I voted to in- minster Church to grow. but David would have had
the board as a key growth factor. 1 would like. to " ;/ite'_,odto come for an interview.".'affirmed Joan a better basis on which, to assess what he had
•see some people tackle this and give us the infer- Clayton, "I'm with Sam. Our church has to reverse heard during that interview_

malign we need to be able to answer this question.. ".... this.decline of recent years and begin •tb grow. 1. WHAT IS TILIE MEDIAN TENLJRE? If limited to

• . . When I read your dossier I decided maybe you're 0nly c)ne question, the one that might be the most• Tr_¢y: Is there any other message you .feel Naza- - the minister'we've been looking.for." . .
rene pastors ought to hear before we close our - '" "'One of the reasons /-feel God maybe'leading me revealin, g .would be.'"What is the median tenure of/

,1" "" ill session? " " to come to .Westminster is that I'am very much today's members? One-half of today's .members

• interested Jo church growth,'i •continued David• "1 ioined befoi'e a certain date anc_ one-nail joined. Wagner: I am very optimistic, about• the future believe the Lord has given me some speciallalents since that date. What is the date?"
• growth.of theChurch of the Nazare_ a. The Church in that area and I think Westminster has the poten- In the long-established congregation, that date

of the Nazarene is far ahead of any other denoniina- tial for significant growth in the years just ahead, iS often _ predictor of thechut'ch's recepti'Jify to -
" " ti0n in America it1 denomination-wide applicatior_ Of • " ]:hat's why I a_cepted your Invitation to _:ome for ,an new members, f the date is less than 7 years ago,

• "if Yon're'the N'ew Paster, W_I| _ou _ake ;' " church growth princ_iples. _- " "
This In? It Goes with the.Job."... " " interview.!' - , It Js probably a congregation with a high deg[ee of

• . : ". Traoy: Thanks again, Dr. Wagner; it's our privilege' _ "Well. I guess that just about clinches it :' con- receptivity to new people: If the-date is'7 to 1{2years
cluded Sam Wilson• ."Does•anyone else have'any ago, the level'of receptivity and of resistance to

I to have yo u here. " • _' ,questions?" new people probably is near average• If. however.
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" " ' .- " -" should nave noted that.Westminster Church-is 67 Which has been the basic pattern in recent years
" I " • • .

ers oJnedth h ¢ years old. :..to cut back oi_ the number and variety off m face-to-face groups or to expand them? To cut back
"1 ore than one,half of the memb .j ec ur bless 7 STAFFIN(_. While-it is more obvious m the on the budget or to lncrease it? To cut back o_ paid
than seven years,ago,.thecongregation is probably, highly larger., congregations, one of the key variables in staff or to gradually increase it as the congregation

measuring the potential for growth is the quantity grows? T•o cut back from two Sunday services to
receptive to new people."'. .." ... " ' ' " " " of. program, staff.. This is especially_ significant in one. or to add an alternative service Thursday .hight

congregations that have passed .their 25th'bifth- or Saturday evening? To reduce the number of
" day_ Most of these long-established churches are choirs or expand the number? To merge two adult

staffed either for decline or for remaining on a pla- classes or to create a new one? To reduce themore.than one-half of today's members nave been 3, WHAT HAS BEEN THE TFIEND? A third and ' • , ,' ..teau in size. They_slmply do not have the number of number of circles in tl_e women's organization or to
memoers of a congregation for more than a.dozen closely related predictor of the receptivity or resls- staff members necessary for growth. A simple rule organize a new one for yoLmger w_men'_ To cut
years if'often suggests a.deteriorati0n of the ability lance to cnurcn growth is the trend .of average of thumb, for example, is the long-established con- back on'events and actiVities'directed at non-mem-

• to reach attract, and assimilate newmembers.. At attendance al Sunday morn ng worship for th'epast gregation averaging 300 at Worship needs two full- bers. or to increase them?
Westminster the meman tenure date was 16 years dozen years. If the curve is up, that often means . . time professional staff members (or,the equivalent _
ago. That might have warned David not to.taK.e Sam receptivity, lf it is doWn. or the same year after year. in part-time staff} tO remain on a plateau in size 10. WHAT ARE THE PRIORITIES? Another re-
Wilson:s assurances too literally.- , that often suggests a significant degree of resis- and three to grow. inaddition'to part-t[me music: vealing question David migh't have.asked the corn-

"2. WHAT IS/THE AVERAGE ATTENDANC,E AT tance, clerical secretarial, and'custodial staff. It should mtttee in determining their receptvty--and the
SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP? The second best ,_. HOW MANY. NEWCOMERS? How man'7 new also be 0pied that most of the thousands ann church's--to growth could have been."What.do you

i predictor of an openness tO church growth-often _s members nave eeen recewed annually .fOr.each of thousands of 'congregations that share a pastor folks believeshould.be the tc8 priority of your.new
• the worship attendance figure• First, what s the- the past several years? That total includes all:mere- with one, two, three, or fourother congregations 'minister's time _nd energy m the first year. •

number? In general• the larger the average alien- bers received by baptism, confirmation, pr'ofession are staffed only Io serve the current me'mbers, nel He might have heard, responses sucn as. "Visit
dance at Sunday worship, the greater the receptivity of faith° restoration and trar_sfer, fthat figure, is .. for growth. . in every member's home at least once " or "Call on
of that congregation to new members• The smaller less than 12 percent of the membership in urban In a smaller cor)gregation, such.as Westminster all the shut-ins as soon as possible." or"Help us get
the number, the greater the resistance• A 700-mem- - (or 10 per:cent in rurall churches, it usual!y suggests _. .Church. the staffing question first.w 'focus on the. our budget balanced," or ".Work with the youth, or
ber congregation must receive 50 to 80 new mere- _-some res=stance to church growth. If the figure .... addition of secrelarial help. WouldSam.Wilson be "Rebuild:the Sdnday School." or "Try. to heat the
bers arinua!ly to remain on a plateau. Such a large a;'ops.below 5 percent Or 6 percent, it probably willing to add a half-time church secretary .if and split in the.church over the ast m nister:'s depar 7
number usually means the Congregation has at indicates considerable resistance• Remember, this when the average attendance climbs back up to ture." oi" "The first priority should De on sermon "
least an _average level of competence in reaching, is the gross nol the net.figure for new members 1357 Would the church be willing tO take on'a sec- •preparation and gett!ng ready to lead worship--that

, .:'attraeting, and assimilating new members. The being received• For ou.r _urposes, this often is a ohd full*tirfle minister• pernaF3s in the'area of even- .is the primary reason we exist."• or "See what can
regular "practice" of reaching and including new more reveanng figure than the annualn_t increase. . • gelism/churclq growth, when aftendahce firsl be done to revitalize the Men's Fellowship•" These

: people tends to increase, or at least maintaih, that 5.' WHO ARE THE POLICYMAKERSI_ The-fifth •reached 300? Thosff are two ouestlons..Da_, d Mor- are all normal, predictable andcommon demands
evel of Competence• By contrast• the cgngregation risen codld' have asked to test• the reqeptivlty or. on the fir_e and energy of a newly arrived minister

• receiwng only 2 3. or 4 "outsiders:' annually, has yardstick for measuring receptivity or resistance to " " resistance to church.growth. They alsoreflecl a resistance to.church growth
little chance to 13ractlce and improve its skills,in church growth is a bit more complex_ First, it is -- - ..

necessary to discover theme_lian tenure of. the 8. HOW.IS THE GROUP LIFE? One of the mosl Or. David might have heard responses such as
effective evangelism• mere oei'ship as described earlier. At Westf'ninster . corn _lex, but also one of the most revealing ques- "Getting our ev_,ngelism committee organized and

Many smaller churches tend. to be closed fe!low- Church this was 16. years• Second it is necessary . - tions for David to raise concerns the "group life" of functioning," or "Call on the inactive members and
ships•that do not make room for newcomers• This to discover the median:tenure.of the leaders who the congregation.:This questiorr has four facets.• find out why they are in'active." or."Call o_ as many
natural, institutional resistance to growth in .the fur_eti0n as policymakers. This is only a fraction of First. how many •organized face-to-face adult prospective new members every weekas possible,"
smal$_church is one reason a third of all Protestant the total, number of workers and leaders and is groups exist where •members find participat=on in or "Oi'gamze a new adult class in tne Sunday
(;ongregations On this continent average fewer than - ' Sc eel,. or e p the women's organization grow,"
45 people n attendance at the Sundaymorning restricted to those who influence, either officially the grouP uniquely meaningful? The growing ' h .... H I

or unoffic a y,. church policies and directions. At " church usually will have six or seven adult groups "or "Introduce more new members.into'policy-mak-worship.serwce - " • •
Westminster Church one-half el the 18 members • . ,(choirs, circles, classes, and other organizations) ing.[3ositiqns'." Or "Cultivate the people in the.corn-

Perhaps of even greater significance is me ten- who. fit into this ca.t&'gory had been-membersat' per 100 members• muni!y Who are not active in a church:" .These
oency fo_ mariy congregations, to find-and then re- Westminster for more.than 21 years• - Second, has the number of these organized face- responses suggest a much greater receptivity to-
main on a very comfortable' plateau m size. There The basic general!zation is that when the median " to,face groups been increasing in recent years? De- ward church growth.

are three different size congregat=ons that tend to .tenure of the policy makers is longer.than that of the clining churches usually reveal a decrease m the 11. WHAT IS THE LEVEL OF SELF-ESTEEM? "
display considerable resistance to growth, The most . membership, that usually indicates resistance to the: number of these adult group_. " Last, bu.t not necessarily the least useful of these 11
numerous are the thousands of small churches that" assimilation of new' ;)eople and resistance to.ac- " " " . Third, when werethe last two. three, or four such questiorfa for assessing the receptivity.or resistance
average less than 35.at worship. -fne second largest ceptlng newer members•into influential leadership . groups organized? Growing churches around 200 to church.growth is the level of congregational self-
group is composeo of congregations that average roles, When the median tenure of the poJJcymakers usually create atleast two new face-to-face adult _steem. II /s r_ot uncommon for one of two self-
70 to 85 at worship and i'emain on that plateau for is •less than that of the entire membersl_ 9.that" groups every year. In larger, churches that may perpetuating patterns to exist. The first• an_ more- decade after decade• Many once were larger, but often suggests a.receptivity to new members. - _ " "
gradually nave declined -and eventually leveled off • mean seven, eight, or more ne.w groups are ergo- widespread, is for.the coqgregation to see itself as
on this _lateau. Westminster Church fits into such a 6. HOW OLD ISTHE INSTITUTION? New church- nized annual y " • small• weak dimi.n!shing, unattractive,. • frustrated.
category.. The third plateau "is the.congregatmn .es are more'-Iikely.to be growing than are long- Fourth and most subjective of all, what is the 'powerless• and with a limited future, This low self -•

J 'i averaging 1Y5 to 200 at worship and served by a established ones. Beneath th._t broadgeneralization health of these groups? Are they vital and vigorous image often produces a s.erles of policies and deci-
full,t_me pastor, but no other program staff. This are two other points. First, as congregations pass groups that memberslook forward to attending? Or
size church usually requires additional program their seventh or eighth birthday, they often begin to are they tired and dull groups that members._ttend sions that inhibit church growth,
staff assistance if it is to grow and sustain that develop a resl_t_]nce to new members. Second, the ' " largely outer a sense of duty? By contrast, some congregations view the future-- •with hope, they are conscmus of their streh.gths.
growth, but too often.the members believe they • longer the congregation has been in existence, and 9, CUT BACK. OR EXRAND? Closely related to resources, ariel gifts• They see themselves as ve-
cannot afford additional staff.Sometimes the alton- especially the •longer it has been meeting in its the last question is another organizational issue hicles for God's work in the world: they exude

• dance climbs up to 220or.so, but a few.years later present I?uilding. the greater the resistance to that closely reflects receptivity to church growth.., enthugiasm and optimism; they feel a strong ui'ge to
. it usually is back 1othe175 to 290 plateau, church growth. That Is one reason David Morrison - the "cut back/expansion syndrome." share the 'Good News with everyone around them: .
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andtheyareconvincedGodisatworkinHisChurch it should be organized within the first sever.al
. and. therefore. all things are possible. This" strong m_ nths after his arrival. , . . . .
self-image usually produces a.favorable climate for The second step would be to encourage the partJ- t,. .. .

. . , . -

growth, cipation of-at ,least 20 leaders at Westminster in.a. -. " .' . " • •- , C,"

While it is not always' easy to determine thelevel serie_ of seminars on church growth, n these : . ; - " " - ; ". . . . . - .

of self-esteem, frequently this is a very stgnificant -events church :leaders would be exposed.tosome ..... : .... . • - .
indicator of the receptivity or resistance to church "of the. basic, principles, of church growth. It usually ..._ . , " . . . .. - ' ,.
growth• is mor'e effective it this learning experience is led by • . . : . .... . . . .

"WHAT IF . . .?" V_/hat if David Morrison concludes an outside authority and includes persons from • _ . , "., . :.; .-
there ts a ow degree of receptivity to church growth other clongregatisns-. Members gel;a chance to hear ' ' " -_ ' ' ; * .:.
at Westminster--or even Worse. a high level of re- ":growth" from an outside sourc'e, and the experi- . • . .
sistance--but that God is uEgmg him' to accept the ence shared by,other cl_urches helps members _' " " - "

WHEREIS -call to become the.next, pastor of this 67_.yea_'-old see they're not the only church concerned with ," • .. . ..
congregation? Whal should ne do? How should he growth. - _'" , • ." .- . ..:
arrange the .priorities on his time and energy in that. The third step would be to plan. a congregation- } .. ,. .
first year or two?Can he change the situation? wide event that would enable all of the members at

If D,vid does find himself in this congregation Westminster to De introducec[tochu_;chgrowth 'YOUR CHURCHINwhere there is considerable institutional resistance • principles. This migl_t be planning'a weekend sem- " " . _ .
to church growth,, he might consider a three- part inar onchurch growth at Westminster or it mightbe ,,,
'strategy designed to change the organizational con- in the form of two or three evening programs in

•" • - which a series of church growth films were shown -; " " " .... •
text and increase the receptivity to.church growth, and discossed_ • .

The first'step would be to organize a serious " THELIFECYCLE?study of the New Testament that would inc ude 8 This three-parl strategy is an effective response..
. . . , . " . .to .15 leaders'from Westminster... These members when the assessment of the congregational re-

sponse to church .growth reveals & high degree 'of

.wouldhourstudyC°Venantofthet°getherNew"Testamentt°engagedefinitionina 30- toot40-the i'esistance.. Tt_e beginning point i_ to reduce that - " ;- •
nature of me worshipping'congregation-and 'of its resistance and begin building anew consciousness. , . . -

evangelistic •.role. It probably would be wise for for growth. :_ ..- .. .'- - - ' .' by Jere Allen and George Bullard . .David to serve as the leader of that study group and From Churct_ GroWth-America. May-June. 1981. USed by permission, , - _ " " , " .

. . - . , - . . . . • ,

. . _. ,

THE RIG T TIME FORTIME OFF , •... . ../.... .. .. _y, ery church tha_.has ever exlsted has had a llfe cycle and varioos lstages of develop.
" • • I,m ment ahd change. F.or many churches,this life cy'cle.and its stages tend to follow the

by LarryHaffey .... " " " : stages of community development and change. " "
Pastor Monterey Church of the - "

Nazarene Lubbock, Texas . -..

. , , '.

'l_'wo days b.efore Christmas. I One morning during my time of " worked too long at a task. Very .- ,. ' " STAGES OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND CHANGE" "I- was exhausted, discouraged meditation, my outlook concern- - few businesses involvedin critical• , * . •

with my church, taking.my frus- ing the time off-changed. I knew • WOrK will permit an employee to ": " . • '- • -
trations o,ut on the members and " what I must do.in order to follow work long weeks with no day off. " • " ; • . NewlYl ' , .' Per!od , . Pre-' I : • . Post- '

. Developing .- of _ . Transitional Transitional Transitional 'causLng.fricti0ntn myfamly, the Lord's gu=oance. Thedayaf- In' this enl!ghtened age, we
December had begun on a pos- ter Chris.tmas our family pa_ked have come to understand more Stag_... " _tabitlty • Stage . . Sage . " Stage: ""i , • . i ,

itive note, when our. church ex- and the. next morning eftfor a about the limits of the human ' " " • ' " ' " ,
• " i .

perienced an inspiring: revival, five-dayvacatlon, body, nehce there has been eh- - ' " ' ' " ,

But. after that first week--one . During tidal five days away, I couragement for us to. take per{- : . . LIFE CYCLE AND;STAGE,_ OF A CHURCH " "'
member arrested for child abuse, began'to visualize my churchin a ods of rest. But we ministers ' • , '. _ .. - - . . " "

a death, a couple of.fractured whole new perspective. Problems. somehow have _he notion that we " " " .:: . . " " . . , -- _...,#. " " " .. • - "marriages, illness, and the sp,e- toJoked more solvable, peopre must continue on.in our tasks, - " - . - • • . __-_ ..
cial demands .of the Christmas more lovable, and',l t_ad a new- laboring long hours'with no time . . L.....-/ . 1.. '_ _ _'_ "
season had pushed me to my found enthusiasm for the year off, to prove'our commit.men| to " ./'_.._ | .. _ I. , . ,,. " . • . • .. . d,

. limit. . ahead, the Lord.l.believe that there are . . :. , . . . ... , .
The outlook for the immediate During the revival which I men- definite times when we must stop . . ' ,'"

I

time after Christmas didn't look tic ned earlier, the evangelist said and change scenery, or We risk . " _'_ _" I _-. _... ; . - X_,_ .!"

any easier. I could see endless that he found no sympathy in his destroying everythiqg we have _,_ Ii. '. "i I._rea!b."_'_
lists of labor and more frustration heart fur ministers who wearily accomplished. " • .

looming. Earlier in-the month.-I complain .about weeks of effort As we pray, let us ask God to " " . . "__.-L_. _ _"_'__ _./- _ I _ "" ... Re,Develop_.._.
had considered a few•days .off without time off. I agreed, for in'a • show'us the right time foi" time of|. _ B_rth "_. t arMurit_ Dec_r_e ment • • " _"after Christmas, maybe tt'_epossi- previous career as an engineer, I
bility of going on a short trip. Now learned that costly mistakes were _ " '
that seemed impossible, often made by men who'had
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Birth more of a. controlled environment than the community doubt, and decide that it is a bad idea to continue as an nity" is those unchurched persons of a different racial.

Churches begin with a_ birth which reoresents the around it. Institutional church. The closer .a church• comes to the ethnic.socioeconomic, or life-style grouping who live in

initial living out of a dream of what could be in Decline " - point,of ethical doubt, the more limited are its options and the neighborhoo(_lwhere the church facility is located but
terms of a particular chur¢_ or mission in agwen setting. - opportunities, who are not attracted to the worship services and pro-
The people gathered to form the church.have a goal- The second half el the life cycle of a church is slime It must be.era _haslzed that a church does not have to gram organizations.The church is open to this second
inspired impre_ssion of why the new church is being es- . of decreasing opportunities in regard to the oltJ communl- die. but can dream a new.dream. Hopefully,'m:any church- group and genuinely tries to bring them into the programs
tabgshed and what ideals- ih terms of spiritual and • ty. It will.begin with a period of dec!ins, broughtlabou( by . es will find themselves living in n_ewforms and with a new and fellowship but without success. .
institutional development, it will seek to reach. . intei:nal and/or external transition within the chutrch: Why sense of direction, In the two-community concept, th(_ church t_kes a two-

The birth of s now church theoretical y conforms to a church begins to decline Is a complicated issue. ' ._ron'gsd approac h. It contin_Jes to.maintain a quality pro-
the'newlY developing stage of a community. Chronolog- . Some of the partial issues related to this decline are as ' ., Emotions of the Second Half of gram for the present members and those who'can be
ically, the birth of the church may come as the cam- follows: " . - a Church Life Cycle attracted to the'church programs.At the same t_me.target
reunify develops or it may c(_me later. Particularly when • As a result of community transition, the church no A few words need to be said coneerniqg the emotions a group evangelistic ministries, extension Sunday School
a church Is a ne ghborhood church as opposed to a spe_ ranger has a sufficient numberer prospects from the departments, and other methods are used td reach oul
sial purpose church, it will be reflective of &'hat is oc- target group it has successfully reached in the past. t- church will experience during the second half of its life• - - cycle, because this is the situation of many churches in and meet other groupings of,peoplewhere they are and
curring in the community around it. • The original dream of the church has been sub- changing communities. - with the type.program that will attract them. even though

Many new churches will experience some initial burner- stantially' accomplished, and there is not a dream The emoPons with which a church In a changing cam- it Is separate from the regular program of the church.
tcat growth and then _lateau fore while, This early present which is sufficiant to carry the church lnto the _ munlty must deal are similar to those experienced by 3. Rdmain--But Chahge as the Community Changes .
pattern of stairstep growth will _e the patte.rn of growth next generation. " • " ndividuais who feel they are dying, as explained-by This _s sometimes referred to as the incremental con-

e The general church membershfp and pernaps the
and dec ne for th e church throughout tsll story. . " - Elizabeth Kubler-Ross in her book, On Death and Dying. _ tinuous transition model. AS the community changes, the

The birth period of a church co'ntin_es tar several ministerial staff decided at some. _oint that the
years and its endls generally accomplished when it.has: church was large enough arid ceased the promotion . Let's briefly examineLthe stages of death reality a!ohg- church changes accordingly, ideally, the percentage of. _ . , side the phases of a transitional church, persons in the emerging groups m the community Is re-. ,J

• (1) cohst luted as a.church 2 moved nto a permanent of outreach and evangelism. This did not affect the The first phase or stage ts that of denial, independence, fleeted in the'church membership. However. more than
building, and (3J called its first full-time p.astor. There will church foi"several years until attritlori by death ano and Isolation. A church will deny the existenceof possible percentages is needed. There needs to be a merger tn the "
be many venations of this theme, with the above three as household mobility began to affect the active mere-
guidelines to follow, bership, termlD8_l conditions such as ethnlclflsand affirm a will to style of worship, indecision making, in the Staff. etc. If the

• Internal conflict resulted in the loss of some mem- live. 1"8ypersons will exclaim a need for a revival similar • community stabilizes as in integrated neighborhoods,
to the ones that used to:characterize the chu[ch. Pastors then the church'does the same. If thecommunity changes

Development bars. and a negative tone and/or a negative image • -

As a church enters the development stage_ it wrestles for the church. . - . . . Will proclaim that people are not as receptive tothe gospel entirely to the new group, then the church wig probably do
wi_h its spiritual norms arid beli(_fs and seeks to discover • The church.has become a "stalled church" which ,as they used to be, Everyone will declare the[leed for the same. .

that which is important to. it as a congregation. A spiritual fearsreSistSthe.future•Change'holdSandlacks°nredirectionj0iganizati°nal, paralysis, . .. . mOremunityOfso"Ourthatkindtheof9ewsgeOple_'offhet°churchbepresentmayinbethefilledcOm-on4.. "Remain--But Become One Church in Two Location_
Sundays, . A church ina transitional community may choose to

and _rogrammatic theme will;begin to emerge for the One or more of the above.issues can be oresent m a begin a now work in a suburban area, but instead of.the
church A set of objectives will be co[nmonly agreed upon " Deep emotional-anger, rage, envy_ and resentment
by the charter.members and others _!. simila_ thinking decllnin'g church along with "other unnarhed issues of new work becoming a missi0n with the intent of becom-"• characterize the second stage. This conforms to the ;)e-

which a particular church will be aware. *; . ins separate and serf-sustaining) it remains a part of the
who hays been attracted to the church. " " rod. of scapegoafing This. will be a crucial emotional initiating church_ with one staff, budget, etc. Or. a cnurcnWhen the church discusses Its mission, questions a_e As a church begins to destine, it reaches the first of - -

point .for the church. If the church can come through this may choose to merge with a church in a suburban area
- - several points of evaluation• af which time the church may period with a healthy direction for its anger, then the -asked like. "Now that we are obtaining a c;ertain size and choose to dream a new dream for its future. This point of. " " but remain as one chu_'ch in two locations. 'Later. the

stability, what will be our motivating spiritual QbJectives evaluation many times occurs during a .numerical plateau ..--church may gather sufficient 'resources tO master the" . - church m the transitional _ommunify may move to th_
as a congregation?" This question will be made possible "following a period of decline. If the church seizes this " " challenge of change. An unhealthy response may point to suburban facility or the two-location arrangement may "by the numerical g_owth which marks the development " • continiJed decline and- eventual death for the church,,

oportunity for major, positive refl.ectlon upon its full]re. _t_ continue,indefinitely. Another possibility is merger with
stage. It leads the church to think not only about spiritual can recycle itself, numerically and !nstitutionaily. - without a major institutional change, another' church in a transitional community, but remain-
ob ectivesbuf also about building a second and maybe a Sometime after a church allows several opportunities Stage ,three is one of bargaining. "Every trade-off for. mg as one church in two Iocat¢ons.
third building unit, plus the hiring of staff members. The of redreaming its drea'm to pass; it will experience opera- " " space, 'program. pastor'S time. and budget support is
motivation is to fulfill the dream sparked at the begirt- _o.nal doubt as it tr_es to d_scover why the current pro- essentially a bargain for time. ''_ . 5. Remain--But Have Shared Use of a Facifity :
ning of the church, grdms are not working well. This can brir_g about a major . , _ . .. The finalstage of depression represents the low energy One facility Is shared by the. existing church with a

Toward the end of the development' stage, the exact subsistence level of survival for a church. This point may different ethnic, rectal, or socioeconomic group--how-
details of the founding Will take shape _n an environment period of scs Degoating which seeks to'declare the pas-

tor. the ministerial staff, and/Or a certain set of layper- .be .briefly f_llowed either by death or revolutionary re- ever, this option is mainly used in the beginning of new
without.unusually rapid changing oommumty dynamics: _ons as the"vlllains", of the church's decline. Usually . development. However. death may not be Immediate as language units, . . .
this period may lastas long as a generation. It will - marly congregations hang on for as long as a generation
probably conform tO the period of stabi.lity in the life of this is unjust and leads primarily to negbtive results. . 6. Remain--But Change Types "
the community around the church facility. Further decline and missed opportunities may briqg " . . at.thisleveL For the ex-neighborhood church this could mean to

ideological doubt.and such questions as "Is:this a good. . . Survival has ndw become a crucial _ssue. ano the change to the metr.opogtan-regional church or special
church may consider the options of merging, relocating, purpose church. For the ex-metropolitan-regional church•

: Maturity . idea to continue this way?" By. this time, even Sunday. * anal disband ng; Othi_r options mightbe considered by * this could mean to change to a nqighborbood church" -" " " morning only attenders have noticed a significant decline .
The pinnacle for the church, in the iradilional sense. Is n attendance; building maintenance tasks of a minor and the church if presented to them In an effective way by an for the purpose of reaching the new residents of the com-

ets perio_ of maturity where it _s living Out the wbrk of major nature have been delayed indefinitely; and, the outside resource person. " munity.
which the origi.nal dream of the congregation was con- i'edu(:tion ofthe size of the ministerial staff has been .... The options facing the church tn a transitional commu:

.. - nlty Include: 7. Relocate
ceived. At this point the church may be at Or near its considered an_/or carried out. " " : " " " The relocating church needs to ask the _ _eshon, "How
nuroerical height, have completed or be within one build_. - : 1. Remain--Without Change - -
ing project of completing its master plan for it_ facilities " . .
and property, an_ have a mult_cle staff to carry out its Redevelopment or Death In this option the church In the'changing ¢om_munlty - can the old facility be transferred, if.the need is there, to- a ministry that will meet the needs Of the new community

• strives toregain _ast statistical successes by redoubling --how can thisbe done in an ethical/missionary way?"
spiritual and programmatic goals A church that takes adyantage of a point of evaluation itsefforts with the same methods and structures used in . '_

The charter members of the shurch are now in reti_e_, will be like a transitional community whfch is in reality a " " past years before the community began, to change. The FromShaping a Futurefor the Church ;n the Changing Cemmumty
! I merit or have die_ and the community around the church newly, developing community in disguise. It will dream a. problems are Ignored in the hope that they will go away; (HomeM_ssionBoard,sac, 1981).Usedhypermission

;- is either continuing its period of stability, or is Showing new dream, set out on a new period of develoPment, and '-" the new opportunities are not seen be(:ause there is an
signs of transRton In prelransit_onal Iorm..- This pre- recycleas a.church. .orientation toward the past. This Is an untenable.option. - NOTES
transition in the community may not have obvious rami- This redevelopment is more difficult and requires more , but Is ncluded in this list for the sake of comprehensive- . "
fications in the church, as .the life cycle stag_f the resources the farther achurch declines, bofore_attempt -" " nasa and because Itls so often tried. " t. osvisandWhite.RacialTranstl_on_nthe Church.(Nashwlle:Abing--
church will tend to obcur several years behind the same ing.to turn around. The church may reach a place whe_-e don_Pre'ss.1980t,p.73.
cycle in' the community. Simply because the community it has existence without real life and thus death Would be 2. Rame/_--But Adopt a "Two-Community" Concept 2. ElizabethKubler-IRoss,On Deathand Dying (NewYolk:Macmillan "
experiences transition does not mean [hat'a church will an act of mercy. " Onecommunity ts those who are attracted tbfhe regu* Company,1969).p.33.citedbyCarlS.Dudley "Neighborhood Churches
Immediately see internal transition*occurring. A church is Prior to thedeath of a church itwill experience ethical ier warship services and program organizations of the' _n ChangingCommunllms."NewConversations.Ill,No,1 (lS78}:pp.0-10.

church, regardless of where they live. The other commu- s. Ibid.. p 10.
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BLACKS------- ....... - • . .... "" ..

L- J • .

• _ : Appleby: You felt the needs of the Black communi- y(Su'and Other elements 'of the civil rights move-
•An interview with Rev. Charles Johnson, Pastor:, Fitkin Memoria/Church ty.; i_ that what led you Into becoming a champion of..merit? .
of the Nazarene, Meridian, Mississippi, i . • the Black cause during those days? Johnson: It Wasn't the. fact that they used me. It was

• .. . . . J()hnson: As I lived in Meridia.n, I saw the things ..the fact that the w_ong was there, lstill don't under-

Jerry Appleby: Charles. Would you tell us a little App eby: Did you come to the Lord under his"mln= that were happening to the Bta(;ks in that _ tea. They stand t_ow a fellow like me who went to Mississipp=• had no jobs. They were paidonly $2.50 'or $3.00 a afraid to look out the door could becomes leader,in
about your early connection with t'he Gorman Me- istry? " " week. Families were.livLng on $15.06 a week'ane the. face of all the ;}rejudice and the threats of
morial Church in Orlando and the influence'that
brought you to salvation and the church. Joh'nson: No. C. R. Smith saw the needs in the Black . prices were very high even then. People had four or death..I had threats of'death every night. In one casecommunity. He was a loving man. He contacted the -five children. They would go _own to WooIworth's to the chief of.police _ept me from being killed. A *

Charles Johnson" Fit;st of all it Wasn't Gorman Church of the Nazarene Home Missions Depart- • . buy. but they couldn't eat there. They couldn't work Black person _ad called me to come out to a cer-
Memorial Church of the Nazarene; Gorman came merit, and they in turn sent n Warren Rogers for there. Tlley could work only as janitors or cooks in tain pl;_ce where there were beatings and some
after me. The man that was most influential in my - revival at an old school bui d ng'there. Thesponsors "the White lunch cou nters. I saw this all over from Black people in slavery. But'the Black person had
life was C. R. Smith, He was a member of the Central were C. R. Smith and EarlGorman: They sponsored the banks to the telephone companies. They could been paid by tl_e Klan. Tl'ie chief of police had an
Church of tho'Nazarene in Orlando. I was 12 years this revival, and because C. R. invited me to that put their money in the banks, but the'_ couldn't Work infiltrator in the Klan who warned him to keep me at
old and C. R. smith sold appliances in the Black revival and because of his life.'l went out tothat - - .there. Theycould havea phone, butcou dn't workat home. Asa result, my life was s pared, lused to have
community. I began to work with him at 12 years revival. I never wanted to I<nowwhat the white man the) phone compa,r_y. So. I organized the Meridian to have police protection around my house every

-old. and I watched his ife. I watched his ife for said. as 1 was prejudiced. That's where, under Actien Committee and fr(_m that I went to the dif- night.
several years, watched and saw people of the Warren Rogers' message, found Jesus Christ as ferent stores and asked for jobs. When they turned

i and when it came my personal Savior. I was 18 years old. us down. We had to pickel them. We didn't as _;f(_r Appleby: Are you not sorry for your involvement in
timeBlaCktoraCepay,aCcePtsomehiSofg°°dSthemturned_thenarouno and Appleb);: Then you went on 'to study for the rain- anything unreasonable. I felt some of the Black these activities?

t cursed him. They called _im everything. I watched leaders were unreasonable_ But I betieged if a per- Johnson: Oh no no no.
him do what Christ did. He was White. and durin'g istr:y,didn't you? son Coul(J buy at a place, he ought to be able to eat "
those years he could have done anything and prob- Johnson: Right. We had a Bible college in Institute. " at the place. He ought to be able tohave a job there. Appleby: You don't feel you were doing wrong by

':! ably. got away with it. But he turned and said. "1 love - W.Va. I was married at an early age. I married when As a result we got jobs for our people all over. eading civil rights activities?.
I you anyway," and walked off. I watched him and I. a I was around 18 and bough t some goods from.dil- Appleby: This was a'time in America's history when Johnson:-No. no. I feel that somehow God ushered

i little boy sitting in the car, Was very wroth with those ferent stores, had a lot of bills to _ay. C. R. said. there _'as violence and a lot of confrontation' in me into ttlat situation.
customers. I wanted to go up,there and drag them "Give me your bills. I want you tOgc to Bible college. Mississippi. You obviously were mvolve_l insome of Appleby: So it wasthe same Holy Spirit that empow-

i_'t out by the ears. But C. R. w(_uld always say to me. 131pay them. You don't Worry about them." .He.took this. weren't you? ers you nowthat was empowering you then to lead,,No, th_it's not the way. God'sway is the best way." those bills and _aid'my bilts for me. .went a[_d- • - " "" -

! Appleby: Were you filled with prejudice and bad studied_ .at.tne.Bible college. I : '.. .Johnson:. Co_'rect..._ the. people.. n the work,you were leading them.
feelings toward Whites during those years? Appleby: You went to Meridian. Miss.. some years Appleby:.Do. you feel_ that maybe the civil rights Johnson: We did dot do ,any Violence. We did not

John=on:In those eany years I saw the Ku Klux Klan ago. How long have you been in that church? movement wrongly used you in your position and • i_articipate iq_any wrohgdoing, _ecause I kept above" - .. " influence, or were things mostly positive between th.at. The_ could not put a finger.on anybody of my
drag people down the street behind cars. I saw them Johnson: It was 21 _ears last July.
beat them. I saw people maimed by the Whites. As a •.
result, Mother taught me fear. She taught me Appleby: Did you face a lot of racial prejudice at .... -" ' -.......
hatred. I had built a hatred in my heart for the White that time? " . • Sometimes being a change agent is tough.
race because of all the things I had seen happen.
But C, R, Smith was one that began to start'the Johnson: Words cannot express the kind of racial
change in my life as a boy, prejudice that I faced in Meridian:

- _ 27

26

1982 12-1983 02-15



group because did "not I_ave the radical element together. I.brought industry in for advisorycounse!' Johnson: Once Talmadge got me back into-the dis- omembership• All because he made me feel a pa,rt of
that was hiring Black power for gain. I did not have on.what is deeded. Theh I brought thi_ peopl_e. The ti'ict, and accept9d on'the.district, he then took my it. We were motivated because we _belonged. If
them as .a part of my group• We were positive in recioienfs. b[ought..tnem in and said to them , choir and began to show "us. My people loved Tal- every district su.perintendent and if every leader can
our approaches and we went for what we felt was "Now this is what Industry wants. This is ,the kind of' -.. . maoge beca,3se of the fact they saw what he was make the ethqic or. minority feel that-way, then I
right..fettheHoly Sprtled me. ldont knowhow persons who will get jobs.. Now we want to hel p you . doing for' me. Our choir was introduced i'n t974 don't see a need for anything else.
changed from being scared to that position. I don't- become what.industry wants." It is working, when they had the Conference on Evangelism in. "
understand it today, but when the-Holy Spirit fin- Oklahoma City. They had no other BI.acks doing Appleby: Now as you understandthe Bible, do you
ished with me. He called me out of it just as vividly Appleby: Do you feel that the Holy Spirit is guiding . anything, Talmadge arranged for my choir and my think we bavea choice? .

. as when I.first got•saved• " ,you as much in this as He was in the civil rights wife and .me. to sing. on that program of the Con- Johnson: No. we don't have t] choice.
movement?• ference on Evangelism and from that time on people

Appleby: You'were called out of the activist move- , " "
ment mto another line of ministry? Johnson: I'm glad you asked that. My whole life is :began to warm up to us. He was responsible for Appleby: So the fact of making Blacks feel a part in

ordained by the Holy spirit. Everything I do is the the choir going to Dallas and singing at the General working toward, ra_cial reconc_ltat•on and under- .
Johnson: Yes. was therl pa'storing on tl_e Mississip- -"- Holy Spirit. Because this is t_ow it, happens. It's Assembly there, and for the choir going.to Kansas standing is our task?
pi District• Thai was in 1975. We had attended that. - miraculous how it happens. How I got more than City to sing in 1980. That's how it began• We sense Johnson: Correct. - . .

district assembly and were on our way back from half a million dollars from the government. It's more acceptance now than earlier. . Appleby: So what can we do? What are some of the
Jackson , Shirley• and I. and the Spirit of God was so miraculous. - . .Appleby: Does your experience on a predomin'antly basics?close in that car. He began to move incur hearts " .
say_ng, "'It' is .time to come out of this leadership Appleby: lathe Mississippi District of the Church of White district now, make you feel that Black church- . , '. . _ ,_ .... Johnson: I think the church is trying one of therole:" This ,role had gotten me honors in the rnayor's the Nazarene a predominantly White district, es can exist on a White district, or do weneed to

" - " . . go bac_ to a Black district that would be separate greatest things it can ever do and that is the use-of '
office. I knew that losing this status. I would lose Johnson:'Yes, it is. • - - from the Whites? ethnic con_'ultants. This is.where the Black eon,
that kind c_ connection But I hae to make th'e . " sultants and,other ethnic consultants go to nurture,
commitment to God. We pulled onto'the side of the Appleby- Some would not think that a Black church Johnson:-Naw that is a questiori I have to ar_swer In strengthen, help the district su.aerintendent to be of
street. My wife could tell you how I made that cam- Qr a Black leader especially one that had been in- " , ,twO ways. First. when I am at that district assembly assistance to the minority people on his d_strict.

mitment. I said, "Yes, Lord• I ,will come out." I drove vo ved so heav y n the c v I rights movement, could ' " ' now I am treated so greatly. When I don't get there, Appleby: So you are sold on this? -
•right 'to town with the same fervency and power of come into prominence on a predominantly White " they begin.to'inquire and call me to say, "Come on. • . .
the Sl_irit. called a news conference and stepped district. What are some of the steps that made this We want you here". I am Welcomed on the Missis, Johnson: I'm sold. Oh. I'rc sold. This is tHe.greatest
out_ Fhaven't been able to go back. possible? " • '. - sippi District•l am welc(_med and I,don't realize that thing that ever happened to the church:God called

Appleby: But you haven't stopped working to further, Johnson: Well. it didn't just happen. The district I am Black,until I pass a mirror; me to do this. God has taken me out Of a flouriahmg.
the civil rights and economic development of your had to have the kind of •leadership that would " - . church with a. good salary, a good relationship on

• people: - - promote reaching out to.people such as me. It was Appleby: Maybe you don't realize'we are White• • my district, to .go around and do such things as

- through the leadership of Talmadge.Johnson who is - - - " Johnson: That's right I don't realize it. I see a person this. strengthening churches ..... .
Johnson: Oh no, but I am doing it in another vein., presently district superintends nt of the Tennessee .... as-a perspn, thanks to God the"Holy Spirit. i don't Ai_pleby: The Holy Spirit has'helped you all along,
Appieby: Tell us'about that -vein. " District. Talmadge reached out to me when I was " " ' see race or status, I see that we are all equal but.it still was, an experience there in West Virginia

ostracized. I was set aside; I was aborted in a way, ": '" .' ...
Johnson: Well..it focuses on job training. Many of but Talmadge Johnson. :when he became district . - 'Appleby: So are you saying if ihe leadership will that started'it all. Your experience of entire sanctifi-
our people are not trained to take jobs that are superintendenL made'a personal appeal to wm me , lead our people to foster this feeling, then Blacks cation nas made all the. difference, hasn't it?.
open. We have a program to I?repare the people fol" back'to the Churcn of the Nazarene. Iwas in the and Whites can exist on the same district in love Johnson: Without the experience in West Virginia.
the jobs that open up. For example, a businessman Church of the Nazarene but not of the Church of and l'espect for one another? all'this wouldn't have taken p ace because the Holy
says, "We need, some secretaries. Give us some." the Nazarene because I was ostrici:_ed, I was out . Spirit cou]dn't have used me. I had my pride. I was
We didn't have any. "AiJ.right," says a.banker, '_we'll aside because of my stand; I was just left ()ut there " " Johnson: I believe that wholeheartedly. There is a proud, very oroud, and I wouldn't, have stooped to
take some Blacks, gwe us some tellers. Give us to die. Talmadge reached out his hand to pull me problem, This is the second part of the answer to some of the things that I did: I would.not,have
some people that ha(,e the knowledge, and we'll back into the fold. So doWt think it was somuch that question you asked me, .First part, I believe stooped, I would not have humbled myse f to' do
take them in:" They said. "We want a person that the district and the people changing as their leader- that Blacks and" Whites can exist on the same dis- some of the things that. I had to do there. I had
can be trained• a person with a good attitude, a sh p making the change. The leadership,had to do trict I believe that. I believe thatif the leadership is. hatred which, made me hotheaded. You can't do

}- person that-is motivated a pers.on.that nas good - it. The.leadership had to show that I.wasn t a dread- . " right if ti?e leadership is i'ight, that's where it ali has"_ anything • hothea'ded because it would only make

' i - work habi.ts.".We did not ha,_ethis.. So I wrote a ful threat. The leadership had to show that love to be done. in the leadership. I have seen on many more trouble. I couldn't have had the wisdom that[)roposal to the governmer_t and it got funded for would win me--Talmadge did that. I will never forget districts that=the.Black church, which is a.minority • the.Holy Spirit gives in guiding and leading me into
I - $500.000. Now I'm.training people to work as sears- him as long as I live. " : ' " • on the district, has been left tc survive or die on its situations a_d oul of situations. My being filled with

-. taries sales persons, bank tellers, eta. I.get them
motivated and then train them. And now say, Appleby:.Were the people wise enough in the Spil'it own -without nurture or encouragement of the dis- .the Holy Spirit is the on y way God could have used
"There is no need for a picket line. I've got you a to follow his leadership? trct superintendent, Because he has 99 percent me in Meridian. Miss. Otherwlse.'l would have been• " " " 'Whi:te 'Anglo churches that is where he has to give dead a long time.ago.
finished product. Here it is." Johnson: ;They were skeptical in the beginning but / .r" - " most of his services. As a result the little Black
A'ppleby: You decided to work Within'the system; he didn't let that im pair his ideals. He kept moving church is left out, not Intentionally, butit happens. Appleby': So to be al change agerlt for individuals - ' "

' " " " toward the goal and that was to win me. As a result. " ' • It is really not served or nurtured. So I see the need and to be a change agent for church "government
Johnson: I work within the system now_ the people began to understand me. Many were . . " of a district wherethe Black church will get the same and.church acceptance, do you think that Shefilling
Appleby; It's working?, prejudiced only because they didn't know me. AS a -.. kind of nou rishment as th.e White church. Now what of the Holy Spirit is essential?

result. I attended most of the district meetings;"l . does that entaii? Does [.hatmean to make it a Black Johnson: It is very much an essential. It is essential
Johnson: It is workihg, attended anything that happened_ They f!nally De- district? Okay. But. it can .happen on a White dis- because that way the Holy Spirit is the centre!ling

• Appl'eby: Are your people fairly happy with this sit- gan to warm •up to me because of the leadership Of trtct also. Talmadge did itl He did it! I got Just as factor. He is the one who gives, you the wisdom to-_
uatlon? . . Talmadge Johnson, - rnu'ch nur'ture as anyone, and I felt a part of the meet whatever obstacles you Will meet and.be able ..

district. He made me feel a part. I am a part of that to "get over the hurdles.
Johnson: They are working within the system and Applaby: Has .this brought you into acceptance •district; I am active, I pay all my budgets.'l t;aise my
they.are happy. I brought industry and the. people throughOut the Church of the Nazarene? money. I increased my attendance.. I increased :my App!eby "J'hisopens us to unity in the Spirit. '_
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]_S expected to t_e a model as well as an instructor on doing so in traditional terminology that sounds soHelping New Conve the Christianlite-style. To emulate and proclaim a_ceptable, " -

" _ . -the ethical implications of t_eing Christian is.an If we are to facilitate change into a holy living
- • infegral part of the. pastor, al function. We must life-sty e, it is going to take strong teabhing. We

transfer the underlying principles of holy living to m.ust be instructors, fa thful ir_ pointing out errors
• • i_ U

' thenew Christian: and _ointmg to the truth. Paul says if you do, y(_

Change Life-styles .The practical question.is "How carl I, as a pastor, will be a good 'min[,_ter of Christ Jesus" (1 Tim. 4:(]).

' help the Christian change from a pagan life-'style III. Self-discipline
. • to a holy living life_style?" ' Another )Nay to facilitate.these Kinds of changes

:" . . I. Delegation in our _eople'is to "train ourselves to be godly" (1
• - _' " - One of the best ways to help a person Change is Tim,' 4:7). We pastors are to "labor and struggle,

" by Wilbur W. Brannon :t. ' ,,. - through another person. St. Paul was a good ex- because we have set our hope on the living God.
. Director of Pastoral Ministries, am pie 0f:this. He sought to change people'in Eph.e- Through seff,disei pline--perhaps only in this way

Church o!the Nazarene SUS by delegating spiritual assignments to Timothy. .---we can be examples in speech and conduct
" " . We should work'with those whose positive influence through love, iaith, and holiness. What are our fern-

" _ l_onversion is something lik,e a train moving out weddings indiscriminately? Does divorce matter? and nonthreatening approach will be received'with- ily priorities saying to the families trying to sur-
_,_ of a tunnel. The locomotive has. come out of Have we endorsed it with or without particrpating in out resentment; - _ vive? The discipline necessary to building character
(he darkness. But the long line of cars behind, us. a ceremony? Is there at least a twinge o! guilt you .. • There are'several areas in which change needsto Is the same discipline required to safely exercise" takeplace. In matters of faith, you don't just beliey,e our gilts. Above all we must not neglect them
repi_esenting our past @xperiences, tho'ught pat-., share with me? How,i s suchlcasuistry t.o be nter,
terns and persona_ hab ts: has not yet reached the preted in light of God s holiness distinctives? Again, _verythlng. And ,what you believe doe's affect the _1 Ti_'n. 4_14). Theh. the fmal step in personal dis-:
light... ' what doesthat do to the mage of Christ as seen by. - • • way you act.. It's not acceptable to'beheve _ou.can Cipline s taken when we examine ourselves and our

That's why new convei'ts are often disappointed ou'r people and those beyond .the chUrch? That is - get mad and slap your wifet That is eliminated when teaching (1 Tim, 4:t6). -- -
n their performance as p.arents, or as youth among the critical issue. Would Jesus Ghrist.recognize him- love is our aim (1 C0r. 14:1 RSV)..A new Ctlristian .

friends. Old ways of thihking, speaking, and be- self? -'- however, s con{used when his mearq rea(;tion was IV. Due Regard for Person c` "
having still persist in spite of a newfound life n What do.children havea right to expect from their not. what he meant it to be; It" is. easy for him to Perhaps the most important way to f;acilitate
Christ_ . . i_brents who have become Christian? What happens wonde.r about the meaning of his newfound faith.Dr change is to regard'with ultimate value the people

The temptation isto accept old habits as normal when the child's image of Christ. is distorted in an maybe give it up and wonder if he ever had it. who need to change, (And aren;t we all in the pro-
and stop the train in the tunnel. Progress is stymied., environment of abusive and .vulgar language? Do It's the task of the pastor to help the convert cess of chang rig? Especially _astol;s! We can't af-
Spiritual growth is stunted. When this'happensour " we invite Jesus to enjoy our diversionary entertain= . . - . • • understand that the He y Spirit• is faithful_to.., teach, ford to become paralyzed or frozen in meaningless
shepherd's heart tells us that one of our flock is in men{s? Would We have Him approving what is • . .. him how to react'•under pressure and alow His eve relig_ous forms and categories of thought.) More
danger.. We havethree courses of action: (1) we scripturally unacceptable? to govern his reactions, titan anything, our people must know we love them.- ' To disregard what we know Go_ wants is to set We don't need to wonder how to treat the elderly,
can rationalize the action and a.ccommodate.the DOS- For the new Christian me issues are not always ourselves up as a law unto ourselves. This i_ idolatry the young; those of the opposite sex. end those who
pel.to a compromised standard; (2) we can exploit clear. That isn't.'his fault But as pastors we are to- _a contradiction to faith. _ are leaders In our churches (1 Tim. 5:1-2, 17). It is a
the ideal of !berfection to the despair of the new be blamed if we do not give protective guidan(_,e " " " " Follow the example of St. Paul He became vul- relationship of love that is pure and _onorable, The
convert .or (3) we can uphold the holiness ethic through the developmental changes that are pro- .
embracing our Christian friend ancl demonstrate a ['equisite to spiritual growth. The rod and staff are ne_bble'by admtt ng his personal faildres ;and past community of believers is built up.. .
"st, ll more excellent way? " ' not for the shepherd's benefit. They are for the '" . . sins. Buthedidn'tleavethematterthere. Heexalted We won't, be quick to believe just anything we• " God's grace which changed him from a'profane', Ilear (1 Tirh. 5:19). 'Rather, we will put the best

We fail in one of our primary functions as pastor protection and comfort of the sheep. "_
if we remain silent and permit the mouthing of'a self-righteous enemy of Christians into an example construction on the other person's.motives Wheth-
profession of faith without expecting a life-style that Conversion' makes the' conscience sensjti_,e" to! " to the believers (1 Tim. 1:12-16). er he be a common laborer or corporation 'execu-
reveals Him in whom we have placed our faith, things that are wrong, but it does not automatically, live. we Will treat him with respect.

St. Paul was speaking as achange-agent himsell, abolish ingrained, thought patterns and personal _ ' " II. Strong Teaching . .

as well as for Apollos, when he sa_d, "We ar.e(.=_mply habits.. I heard a mature Christian testify recently. Another way to.initiate change in the mo[al con- V. Right Sense ot ValuesGod's agents in bringmg you to the faith . . Cor. Headmitted tobeingacompul_iveliar beforehis duct of p'eople is to declare war as defendel"s of the How can we facilitate change from a Worldly
3:5, NEB). It wasn't enoughfor those early converts conversion. Afterward, he once again found himself faith. Faith.and a good conscience are th e_ltimate life-style to aholy living life:style? We must _aintain
to have "believed!" They needed further changir_g if • "out-bragging" his fellow sales persons by false ..... " weapons in this kind of conflict, a right attitude tow._rd financial and material things.
they were to g_ve witness to "the faith." statements.- The Holy Spirit was quick to correct. : It Is a war against the enemies of: O'ur people neecl to see that "godliness with .con-

We only exaggerate the problem of an unchanged him..Immediately, he stopped and said, "I'm sorry. .. (1) Devotion " tentment is great gal n." It is the greatest net pl'ofit.
ire-style when we -delay action, thinking it'will go What i've told.you isn't the truth. I'_,e had such a .- . " (2) Amiable relationships we can ever make (1 Tim. 6:6). .

- away. There are social implioations in the. gospel hab t of talking this way, but now that,,.I'm. a Chris, (3) Modesty Our love for God Will put the use of moneYusinfromthe
which we can see better now than we could 35 years .tian I am changing, The truth is .... and he gave . (4) Humility right perspective (1 Tim. 6:9-10) and keep

• ago. But we haveour blind spots, them the real story. . .(5) Fafth W&ndering from the faith, our most priceless trea-
What'kindlOf a Christ are we projecting to our Many. are received into the membership of the (6) Love -. sure. If we keep our, integrity at thispoint, we can

congregations? Too often _ve perpetuate title very ch'urch in ways that permit an alarming relaxation of {7).•Holiness (cf. 1 Tim 2:8-15) help bring the rich to understand their true wealth
thing we saywe are dedicated to prevent..When we Christlike living. The disciplines o{ "the new life in . At the heart of the Issue is a sound faith. As. is discovered, distributed, and eternally enjoyedin
see Jesus, we see God. But when we see each.other " Christ'should conflict with the looseness of our for- " Wesleyans, we have been too timid in resisting the their good d.eeds--what they do with what they
do we see Jesus? Our people have a right to expect mer life in sin. Influence of Reformed Theology. The evangelical have.And we can help the economically poor see
an encounter with Christ when they meet us as their To compromise those disciplines is to lose our movement is belngdominated by it. As a result, our that they can be spiritually rich.
shepherd Then the ifnpression of Christ they take freedom. But to use our freedom to accept Christ's. people unwittingly are adopting Calvinistic presup- We are urged to "take hold of the eternal life
from us must be _assed along to those in the life is to be released from the old ways. " .... • • " - poslti0ns. They become excited about the devotion- to which we are called" and keep that command-
world. .The person who is.{rying to find I_is way as a " 'al writings, tapes, and manuals on witnessing and ment unstained free from •reproach, tJntil the ap-

What are we saying to our congregation about new Christian naturally looks to the pastor as a point . . Bible study which contradict holiness theology. We pearing of the Lordl" are.dangerously close.to "abandoning the faith" (1 -' In so doing, .w,_ can fulfill our role as agents of
marriage and the family.when our cliurches host of reference.for ethical decisions, He or she is TIm.,4:'l)atthesametlmeweareprofessinglt--and change,

"- 31
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HELPINGTHEPOOR:
" , " . .

//J

.i

A BAROMETEROF
OUR FAITHFULNESS ....

ij . , ,

• by H. MarkAbbott
Pastor, Houghton Wesleyan Church '

• " ' " Houghton, New York " ' " • • _ . '

:: " NEIITHER 3"-OTHE ' :" " . Anolher pdr_on,convincedthat someminor poinis ofl:Jle had.a good falher, but'he (der." 22:13, NASB). dehoiakim ing ihe p0or. Notice first the Ira- difference are not essential,will label the person who in-
II ll'turned out t 9be a bad king " • • , "'

wo. .,,...o,.,,on..,ooo,.oo. RIGHT NOR TO sistsup°nadherencet°them'anextrernec°nservatit"'" "'His name--JehoJaklm, son.of Jo- arty, itis true, but.he.would also poverty and iustice. . " And this in lurn leaves/he firs! person'open to a counter- "
" ' chargeof being ibera. . - "

slab. 3psi,h, , good'king, ruled experience tremendous judg- The ...ooo o=. THE LEFT " o,,,,,,late in [he period:before the B_b- ment because of his oppression cause he built a house unjustly, tediousnalure ofP°intSsucha uPdisc_ssion.theratheruselesScouJdwe notand_ewevenlhe
ylonian captivity'. In his reign of.the poor (vv. 18-19). Since.he did not pay,for'ttie ser_ " " • " cntire-subect from adifferen perspec re? .
there was something of a tell- But what does this history les: .vJcoof those Who built his palace, . ' " • ' ' " . " -- ... ' . In our nstancewe couldwe begin with the simple
gious revival In iJ'udah -But he soft have" to do with us who live he was oppressing.the poor. An The words conseroatiueandliberalhave been usedto use.of our Nazarenename Some mes-a.personmay care-
.died prematu rely doing battle almost 2,600 years later? earlier wdrd .from the Lord ex- mean so many different points of view that.one questions lessly sug..qest,that this or that l_erson is a real Nazarene;.with.the Egyptians.

. their continued valid use, implying"that some6nee}seIsnot a Nazarene when-ln factAcooi'dlng to the World Bank, hefted him:."Do justice and righ- .
_lehoahaz. one of his sons, first there are aim ost 800 million teousness, and deliver the one In politics theremaybe ac0untrywherethelabel"con- ' I_e or she may be one. What is.r_robablybe n9 implied .is

succeeded him as king. But itwas "diSsolute poor" in the world, two- who has been robbed .from the servative" is used in reference to persons who are con- "thai'although the latter person is on the membershiproll
only three months till the Egyptian thirds of them In the four ooun- 'power of his.oppressor. Also do 'sidereal hbem] .m another.country.In other places the re. - somewhere the spei_kerthinkshe or she does not adhere

Pharaoh, who had defeated :Jo-. tries of India. Indonesia;.... Bangla- not mlstre'at or dO violence to the verSeTheseiStrue.same terms'" 'are used"fn religious "'circles,with" putt°the/14onual.standards,of conduct of the church.... as set forth In" . '

slab, meddled n Judean politics, Josh. and Pakistan, where they stranger_ the orphan, or the wid- "- theologicaloveffon_,s.Within thiscontext the Churchof the [n betweenthe two extremeviewsis the great core o!deposed dehoahaz, and Set on have a per capita Income.of $250 ow: and do not shed innocent Nazareneac_:eptsthe conservativeidentificati0n.But_thin those who lore'the church, abide by its standards, have
the .throne deholakim, another or le_ls. According to the World blood in this place" (Jet. 22:3, theologicalb'conserva_:ive'cirdesa furtherdistinction is fro. experiencedOof:l'sgrace in-twodefinite spiritual u_rl{s,and ,_
so.n,Of Josiah Food Council. One-third of the NASB). cuen Iy made .and this isw|lere we need to ake a carefu who pray.the !Stayerspa9 lie IdIs and attend he services
.Tliis new king, in contrast with world's.children die of malnutri- Justice for the" poor is c ear y 10ok..'- . • . Among the minister_is.the solid core of devoted men who

- A lega]tsllcmember of a conservahvegroup may be preach the _ull counselof God, support the churchs pro-his father, was a wicked man. Not lion and disease before they are "advocated_all. through. Scripture, " '" " " " " " " " ....
only that, but he had a taste for fiye years o d. . . but it is a particular em oh,sis prone to suggesi someone is a liberal if that person'does " gram, andare Ioyalto church leadership. .
luxury. While imposing heavy tax- Even in our land of plenty, rthere ' of the prophets.,Ltsten tO IsaMh's nbt ideDtifytotallywith the legalistsposition on everyl_oint. . . Exh:errle"groups.do nb/ deserve the recoc3nilionac-

rebuke, directed toreligious pep- More often than not the issuesare not essentialto themain . coi'ded bv either a conservativeor li_qerallabel. In many
es to pay tribi_te to his Egyptian is a great deal of "rel_itive pov- pie who nonetheless oppressed tenetsof a conservativetheologicalposition. " . instancesthey are out of st_p a_d could be out of,9race..bosses, he was also building him- erty." Approximately 25 million . . - . . . • . Their usefulnessto lhe Kingdom is ]miled, By being con.

the poor: "The .Lord enters into " • " . " . ,' . : " t_oversialthey.fail to.be a blessingor" o make the gospel

self' a sumptuous palace. It was Americans Iiv.e below what gov- Judgment with the. elders and .. . .. . .' .attr4ctivizto-sinners: They need our prayers.The church
oring*2-:.JusldecOratedwith cedar andredcol-theheight of fashion line.ernmentregardsas the poverty princes of His people, 'It is YOu _ " . " . .. .. : must of'course endeavortoembracethem afid bring them

Who have devoured.the vineyard; _ • • into the'.mainstreamof blessingand sing,,ice.Their potential

in those days. In addition, it was Dr. George Sweeting, president the plunder of the poor Is in your _ . . " ."_,, .. ' " " wi|l be.acknowted_e/dwhile, their spirffua]need causesus ' .

built largely with unpaid slave of Moody Bible Irtstffute. in an houses. What -do you mean by • • . . " :., . concern. In love an_l by G_:l's grace we must not allow
• . " either extremeview to sidetrack the church from its main

labor, article entitled'"Our.Respohse to crushing My peep e, and grinding ' ' " " : " mission.

It was'this Jeholakim to whom the Poor: A Barometer of Belief,".. the face of the poor?' declares • - ". , " ' • _ " Our founder'semphasiswas"neither to the right nor
Go_ spoke through Jeremiah .laid down this principle: "Godli- the Lord God Of hosts" (Is,. 3: Bu Genera _upennl_nde_.t ._ ' totheleft butdesusonly. Thisconfinuest6beourguidin 9
about his disregard, for the poor ness. is inseparable'.from service t 4-15. NASB). Amos, farmer and Jero/dD. Johnson " - l_rincipleto this dav, and shallcontinue to be in the future.
and needy,--"Woe to him who to. the poor"- (Christianity Today, herdsman turned, blunt preacher • . .
builds his house 'without righ- September 5; 1980. pp. 22-24)... of Justice, complained bitterlyon . ' . '- . " '
teousness and his upper rooms'. In God's Word to _Jeholakim God's behalf against those who . . ..
without justice, who uses his (Jer. 22:13-18), there are at least "impose heavy rent onthe poor " . ." . • " .
neighbor's services without pay two factors that should influence and exact ,'tribute of grain.from " ' ' "
anddoes not give him his wages", our att!tudes and actions regard; them" (Amos 5:11. NASB).
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• " Honoring. Our 75th Pmniversary Year v.

, A MOViHG$TOfiYOFHOWCHURCHESAREBORHTODAY.
20 Minutes of Mission That

T'fO_ Can Change Your Church

• Forever! " ,¢.

_I _ * " . # ,:_. 16.mm.--Sound'Color
....... " r,_ " " FromChurchExtensionMinistries

.,, First you laughed at'"Planned 'Par-
. " ...: .: enthood for Churches"--then you

got .me message., CHURCH IS
BORN'.' is even fufinier, and its rues-

" sage is even more'potent-church
planting does not Weaken or divide

• multiplies this ministry. In fact. the

,oco,-,.Jl_..._ gregations that sponsor new church-

'_erm_._/o,_,. . . ' "_¢,- 1 'Yo r""m0,,. _'_/_le,,- _ es
-, z_th v_ Io_. . Keep u

_a,., Congregation
" 1983. ,.. . . - Growing in

. . %. .

' • : ; T YES,please send me ACHURCH IS BORN •

. , __.:- .... - ......... 1 [ RentaIFee$10.O0 No. FR-150
r ---_- ....... --7 ...... _': ....... "_..... . . . , i_.

YES,pleas_ send me MSS[ON ACTON SOURCEBOOK " " ' I" , A: Order Now From • Ist Choice of Date " 2nd Choice of Date ,

' No.$2400 Prce:$14.952 or more,$11.95each . " :,_ NG I SHIPTO:, SHIPTO" -- - ....... = ----...... B__k. NAZARENEPUBLISH HOUSE Street
• Looseleaf I • Street:.------ --_ ........... _-........ - •__.c..... "i ,_e'. "_.' " State/Pr0'_. bp
:" City_--_ - -- -- --: Siale/Pr0v..... ___ zip......... , h' ,, _K ' for Showingearly in I City"CHECKorMONEYORDEREnclosed$' Charge(30-day)to: [] Personal

: CHECKorMONEYORDEREnclosed$ ,- Charge(30-day)to: I-]Personal_, ._rr_l_nl,_in'_,. '' i ' . "'198_ ] i-iChurch , (other)Account
- J [] Church . . ........ :_(other)Account_ ._VA_'_W_,%'_'_"A'_V"_ Churchlocation(city) (state/pray,)--

• Practical l Churcl_-10cation'-_it_"-._-_..._.... :2 (state/pr0v,)__ ._ ._ I 'IL,'U_-_-z-v-._-?-'_'_"_-'_',_ [ Churchname" . -_ Churchname ...... _........... --:...... ": :% : _K _".'_"_.._.'__ The 75th anniversary year BILLTO:

• " . "[ BILLTO:----:- _-.... .- -. : ...... L_L_...... __--- _--, 7_' ....... _" [. e Streel ------ ............ -- ................... _ .... _, _ I of the Church Of the Nazarene Street -', ,: • •City State/Pray. Zip--

o Action onented ,I city _ . :_ .. State/Pr0v.... -_._ -..... Zip.... _b_,. ,if l " ' ' ORDERFROM: ,
" ' I . " " r ORDERFRQM: . • . _ _ _ PUIU.IgHINGHOUSE• P.O,Box5'_7.KonsasCity,MO64'141
" " l NAZARENEPUBUSHING HOUSE.• P.O.Box 527: Kan_s City• MO 641;4i _F [ - • "
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g5 .Fhere llidden ., "'" ..... _"

6ivinq Power
. t

in. Your ChUrch?
,, Seated in YOUR congregation on any Sunday

morning mav. be "hidden giving pow'er{" people
' _'I whose gweable assets are unknown even _o them

' / " " because they think only in

. " Bat Ihe_ actu_dly can gtv.e more. can
plans which provide them with additional in(

plonS which help them make use c
', i approved tax benefits, plm)s Ihot
' money' management womes. I

bring lifetime satisfaclion as the
m hE'Iphlg JulJill the Great Comm [t can all

happen through th_
discover

own giving power.

HiddenPlanned may b

declicated people u . .
would cherisll the to pin t lor the

£hlJ

- r_NI }RMAYI()N _\B()IFI ]t()R[Z()N. WHIll

ome Gifts'Server's IN CANADA"
v " ' , '-, real eslote which they lwuer p/an to - _hurcho! the Nazarene Chinch o{ the N_za_'e_.'

ut " (_01.The Paseo Execuuve[_ard
: " F_ansasCl_ Me 6413'I P,O,Box ,_00gO,St;lflorl"B"

people t_ho hnue .retuif.any heirs, t_,noneea Altn I]o'DertW Crew CL_r,; /'_befl_

can use their resources to enlarge their ht_dvel_l . _ T_2M4N7

Your church can begin here: _,mm

p.--", i.....,---- .----- GIVING
I PROGRAMS

• - I Rev. Crew: Please send me information about how my church can
,: I [] A senos of one-hnors for . "

• w,u_ your cnu,cn ouLtetit_ bene(it item the HORIZONS Planned Giving Program.ow'm I
II hv,,llI aromoling wfll-Wrlllng - [ am especia V interested _ the items checked at left.

l'_n V/oO-_ • "I " " . "" .

O¢,rn ^_'°'d I i

I [] A speaker to p_osent biD-
|_CO/stewa(dshlD'and NAME .............. :-- ---- ":................ "- "

I -. Dlard_eo giving OIDTIO_$ - :
| ". . .

'1 . . . POSITION ..... L_.-. _-_ -'-_ ...... .......... _--_
I
I [] A weekend wills cl nlc in-

cludln_ sllae orosenta- CHURCH
lion, " i : , "

. . . : . .

• " " ' _DDRI_SS -. _ ...... --_--_- -- --

• :. DATE..I [_] Broc nuros, for cllurch . " " ' " " ".mE ' " " " "' " -
. , ' CITY ......................

_ "k_E ramlhes on "HOW|0 WdIO .__
STREET " ....

_,_ . • ' • ., , ' ,ZIP -
' " . ' STATE '_ZiP " " . STATE_ --L.,_c_ ____-_:,----

' CITY__ = " . • _ .... " " " " ' '

,' " : , '" :: .' " ' ' _'AREAOFINTEREST' ....... '" I [] Othe_ : " " " ' ' L_

! YOUR"/ELEPHOHE _ 32E
' ' " -." •" " I " , , . PHONE _: -, : .

' REM_KS._ ' •

I
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MORE EFFECTIVE
).

(Prepared for your Media Resource Notebook by Media Seivices_

, TELEVISION IS ON_0F THE MOST EFFECTIVE MEAHS OF COMMUNICATION...

VIDEOTAPE ALLOWS US TO USEIT.TO BUILD THE CHURCH!

; .WHYuSE Vn#EO'T PE-? - .
• " - EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION - .

The "real-life"'effect of the medium Pf Telegisiorhorovides:the potential
. for interest, involvernenl, ana learning efention by the audience.

A}

CONTEMPORARY CONTENT
t

• Ease•of production and duplication allows the media to keep pace wdh
the fast-moving ssues events_and persons, Whatevc is recorded can be

•shown immediatel,_!

, .IMITLESS USABILITY : "

Play, fast-forwarding,_rewind, and other features orovide the user with tre-
r:nenaous flexibility of use. The videotape cab be stopped for discussion,
rewound or fast-forwarded for reviewing/previewing materials, etc.

EXTENSIVE VARIETY

. Videok_'pe resources are designed and Droduced for a great variety of
purposes: entertainment. _nstruction, information, eTC.This variety assures
the possibilit_ of finding a v deotaoe resource for your specif!c need..

GROWING AVAILABILITY "

: The growing popularity of the videotaoe medium makes equipment and
resources readil_ available in most every community.

// ?TYPES..OF VIDEOTNPE
. ' _: INSTRUCTIONAL " ' ' ' .

- Provides instruction In specific areas Effective for use in Chrishan Educa-
• . tion, Teacher Training; Continuing Education, and much mpre.

INFORMATIONAL :
.Disseminates valuable information directlY/ to the viewer; for _xample,Who controls the minds

of your young people? • { , " statements by general/d Strct church leadership• _ , - • _ .: . ..

The battle for the mind _ ENTERTAINM_E:NT ' "
can be won or lost dulring Special,programs for the faro ly. children, Teens, or other groups can De

the high school and rented/recorded for use during special events.
Nazarene •• •

esand., are YOUROWN
with ) win. A-videotape canqera with your recorder/player will allow ,/ou to produce

the battle.• videota
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I CRADLE ROLL PARENTS ADULT MINISTRIES

FORMATS " /.FOR VIDEOTAPE?
• - ." "

_/.-U-MATIC • '. • DATES"AprU 10--May-15,1983
" • ' The largest of the three formats, used primarily in education and in_lusttial settings, " _ • •

The larger equ_oment and taoes make this formal much more expensive than, 1he
others.. , -

" Be sure your
1/2:'BETAMAX " " " " " •.... .

" ' " " " " ' ' Ived!Thissmall %" f_rmal provides three'record soeeds: Beta:l, 3eta . & Beta UI.Thisformat. ' " " ' church is invo
. _s.much lessexpenswe )ban the _,4"Ll:Malic: Brand names lhai cdrry the Belar_ax' -

equipment include: Sony, Zenith. Sanyo Toshiba, and Se'ars.

SEARCHOF- . = . • .1/_,,VHS • - "

.,,. By fai the most ooDular videotape format. VHSalso offeE three recora speedsand is" " YOUNG FANiLIE$
comE)arable in•cost TQthe- Betamax system. Panasonic, RCA. Sharp, JVC,"Hitac.hi,
Magnavox, and General Electric are among the brand.names _hat utilize the VHS -
format.

.. . .. • .- .

PREPARATIOH PRESENT. ' :., : . ,
EQUIPMENT• . . er tO meet needs - .T_

• 'tO etalents . . ,.'/;_----_ _:_"The necessary, eauloment can oe ourchased or rented from many appliance, , US ' '

deoarlmen,, or electrdnic stores in your (;ommupity.iThere ma_ oeDeople'in'your , ' to a non Ch[ " tl_._. ,.'_']_ :/_I_-_• " " ,.congregation w'6o would be willing to loonthe church theil personal videoequiD- • dr w - istlans .

: " " into our fel,o sh p i _ _-_/'[(_- _/\_,_
ment,'lnvestigate to find the most reasonable source for your equipment needs: " " w ] & to• i

VDE.OTAPE RESOURCES: " ' Christi. i .... _, I._%_: ;_"- " i
There are many Christian and secular sources for videotape resources.' Forinforma- IT.IS . " " " I " : ' " " "

\
tionon the NAZARENEVIDEOTAPELIBRARYane other videotape sources write to:
VIDEOTAPEPRODUCTIONS,NAZARENECOMMUNICATIONS, 6401 THEPASEO,KANSAS . :

- c_. uo_4131." " " _. EVANGELISM -,_
PRESENTATION IT'IS,..

Previewyourmate,abandbepreparedwe,aheadatt_m_:3esure,ohaveenough MINISTRY

lV sets and jo have them siluated for easy viewing ;'Rule of Thumb" sto add five to ; .... ' ..... [Or NeW \[ C_'_"_'0J_"5 "

the diagonal•inch of the IV screen to determine how many peoPle can cornforlobly . I "

Watch the one Set. If necessary, be prepared to introduce the videotape, answer FoF.jflforfllC11_on: .... .
questions, and facilitate, d_scusszon.. " " " Write: Ruth Gibson " " " "

" " " 6401 The Paseo "
- . Kansas City, MO 64131 /

. (For further information'on videotape equipmentand resources see your Nazarene Publishing HOuse AUDIO-
VISUAL CATALOG or contactVIDEO PRODUCTIONS a:tMedia Services.) " " You_ for the asking: WOMEN'S MINISTRIES MONOGRAPH CLM-8. WOMEN'SMINISTRIESHAPPENINGS(QuarterlyNewsletter& IdeaExchange).

32H
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Mobilization•

Line

•816.444.o588

" PASTOR,Whal_areyour.goalsforyourchurchduringthe
For a hotline to prayer requests and ence. One thousand call in each month. .S.IMULTANEOUSREVIVALcampaign of 1983?The first ,step

answers fresh fromthemission field, call because they believe that. , toward achieving them isto set"_hem'and then use them as
this number. One big answer to prayer _,ame this : motivation,for you.and,your people.

in less than three minutes; you'll, year when Venezuela • registered the Your main goal will be the goal of the One wh0 came to
be briefed on some of the most urgent Church of the Nazarene'opening the - seek and to save the lost (Luke.fl9:10).All"other g_ls _vill .•flow out of this--a burning.desireto seethe lostsaved Dyi;he .
heeds, and share in the victory of an- door for missio'naries William -and Jua- mercy and,power of Christ.Such a desire must be coupled ' :
swered prayer. . -nita Porter to begin a mission work there, to definite planned action to seekthe lostin the communily.

You can print these requests and " The Prayer Mobilization Line is Up- Tl_isiswhy-it isessentia!that you setattenclance_conversion,
answers in your church bulletin, news- dated each Wednesday and Friday after_ and membership goats for your S'n_utaneous Revival..
letter, or make them part of your pastoral noon. When urgent needs arise, special ' . " ' " "

prayer. • updates are recorded.• Evar_elism M Listries
Prayer line'really does make a differ- .... • ": -.. Church of the Nazarene.

32J
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:, - CQURSEOFSTUDYNOTES

LIFETHE SHEPHERD'S
, Coming.to you each quarter from •Pastoral Ministries, Wilbur Brannon. Director

LEADERSHIP • INSPIRATION • FULFILLMENT • ItNRICHMENT " " "

• PASTORALMINISTRIESPLANSCONET.
CONET means: a COanseling, One organizational model in- _. t

COnsulting, COntinuing Education, dudes a Central /_dvisory Council _ _
and COmmunication NETwork 'for with representativesfrom each edu- _ ,_"k_,

• pastors.The conceptoriginatedwith cationalregion.Regionalcommittees _ _'_ ;
a group of Nazarene Helping Pro: "would be responsibleto selecta co- _,_, _ . _
fesstonals.Their statedpurpose was- ordtnator'and developa refen-alnet.... .P_J

• to "provide a mlnist_ to profession- work. "_ "*__. _ '_

. al ministersand their familieS." . " Spedflc proposals to the Board of %-," : _ % " ' _.

'. High on the agenda is to have a.. General Superintendents and the .. " " "
• '_Heart-Line"(or Hot Line) for crisis: General Boarda_rebeing developed. \_' •

-. lntewention,counseling,refenal,and The steering committee.welcomes _'_ ' *. "
'. _professionalconsaltations.The past feedback.from all levels during this SUPPORT GROI )!_-3 _'

tors would be able to call with the. development_oce._ . • "
assuranceofabsoluteconfidentiaILtySug_estlous-maybe 'sent:to Pas- . One of: the. d!,fficul0,_,_ence_:l by •: ' . .• " •

" A referral systemis env_0ned,which toral"Mlnlstdes_.;6401THe" Paseo,' - manypastors !s me ieeung ma_.lor mere • .. . . '
would.make:available supportive Kansas'CRy,MO 64131. • mere m no one TOmm [o zor _uppo_ v_ - ' ... • ' ......

. . - adviceintimesofpersonalstzuggleorcon- - , "- "
' i coun_llngnearby, fllct.Problemsthatarisewithinthechurch.
" ; the family, or the individual's own"being

• WE ASRED FOR IT! "' . . _n be dcv-_statingwhen they have to be .
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June23-28.1985 GeneralAssembly,Anahelm,Cclllfomla" . " " PENSIONSAND BENEFiTS'SERVICES"-., • . . •
i, .Aug_12b_--September'li1985 ' . YoulhWeek. : ' " " , 1_... _' ' "' Sel_tembe_9-14,t985 ". NIROGA,GIo4eIa, .N_Mexlco . . . 6401ThePaseo • , " . .
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misstons, evangelism. Christmas. and Ej_teffsea: house and _Company "through Ocober i_z, . . . - . ".: ..
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Eight indexes. 288 pages• Clothboard. $9.95 88 pages. Paper .... $4.95 ' " + . +

NOTE.: t_uailable December 15 I f)82" " " ' +' "

• A businesslike method ¢o recogrtme .ir_dividual 9jving - . .... " . " • ,- .. •
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NAZARENETHEOLOGICAL SEMINARY ' :

1700EastMeyerBoulevara• KansasCity. Missouri'64131 • 816-333-6254 " " PUT "WORLD MISSION" IN f.VERY NAZARf.N£ HOME" 32W
32V

1982 12-1983 02-29



_J_ Laziness. poor harvest, ane father of the fatherless and a that is. when•_t has not been

...._ enemy invasions were causes for judge for the widows" I Ps. 68:5, blinded to this'aspect of biblicalpoverty inOld Testament times, NASB). "The Lord performs righ- truth.The New-Testament Church
jr

// But, according to the _)('ophets, " teous deeds, and judgments for cared for,.the poor in her midst.
, • injustice was often the cause of all who are oppressed" (Ps. 103: Paul took I.Jpo_ferings amongthe

poverty and especially of its con- 6,. NASB). God he!ped ,the poor Gentiles for the poor in Jerusa-
• tinuation. The wealthy used their through His law. which had soe" lem.'A Christian church in. Rome

. . power to misuse •athers. leading cial provisions for the poor and was broken into'with the defnand
to poverty• Then, because they oppressed in the land (see Exod. that the Christians produce their

\ Were poor, these people became 22:21-24). When .the Incarnate treasures. Laurentius, the over-
-the' helpless victims of. ongoing Son of God, Jesus Christ, an- seer, pointed.to the.widows who

.._._.__ oppression. The most likely .°b- nounced His mission, He q'uoted were "being cared for, the sick
jects of injustice- were the or- from Isaiah 61: "TheSpirit of the who were being nursed tohealth•

- phons, widows, and.aliens in theL Lord is.upon Me. because He has and the poor. who_e needs Here
_'" land. These helpless .poor were anointed Me to areach the gospel ••' being met. "These•" he said. "are

_,,L_ Often victimized by the better-off t_'the poor" (Luke 4:18. NASB). tl_e
treasures of the church."

members of socety'and kept in One of the decis ve turning
• their misery, rather than being Beca_Jse He was a God of jus- points in the ministry of John

1983 ALDERSGATE VACATiOH BIBLE SCHOOL - t,ce He expected His people to. Wesley was his willingness to• helpec Out of it, do justly _ncl that meant being preach to the poor, even though- In relating justice and poverty,

.... •...... ...... MaterialsAro Ready! , " we musL_:'lLso__etJceJhat_God_ t_lnCeone° fgr the well-being of that meant preaching outside the
declares himself to be the just t e I_ . . sacred wails of churches, where

Introductory Packet ® Directors Resource Packet Helper of the poor. God takes But leaving Old Testament the poor were not welcomed, This.• the" part of those who humarlly times, the Church has been on "field preaching" was a radical
" - " " " " speaking are helpless. He .is "a the side of ustice for the poor--, adjustment for Wesley, the high

: ' SNOW
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I

church Anglican._He was willing] lationship between 15overty and concerned with people than with - -
to do something naturatIv repul- f justice, but also the relationship things, with. givir_g than with get= i " ', ' ".
•sire to him in order to reach the, between povertyand knowing ling, with wholeness and peace
poor.. For the poor miners, of God.. than .wftff material or military ' . . . . . •
Bristol and elsewhere he set up Speaking of Josiah, We read: might, with what _s right than with " " " " " .-
free dispensaries, a kind at credit "'He pied the cause of the at- the merely expedient and con- , " ....

' .... ,..anging Strategiesoo,on. o oo,,.ooroo naoe,.,,,c,oOaOoeeO,:, on,,wo,we,,.ven,eo,. t"kMany 19th-century Evangeli- Is not that whatit means td know General Omar Bradley o.nce , -
cals were deeply concerned Me?' declares the Lord" (Jer. said we, have become'a nation of t ' .. • -
al_out social injustice and its.ira- 22:16, NASB). What does it.mean nuclear giants, but ethical infants. ;" :i . ..

pact on the poor. The Wesleyan toknow Me? To plead the cause We hbve learned moreabolJt kill- . " ; " • _41_Ii m ,I _1_81_
Methodist Church was founded of the afflicted and needy--that is ing than-about living,more-about .... . ' " " " " 1 I_1_.i _lal_ll_ll_i_' " "
by. abolitionists.concerned about what it means to know 'Me. Ac- war than about peace." If t'his.is
injustlceand slavery. The Free cording to that prophetic sound- so; could it be because we do not. ,. ' "- " " .' '
Methodist movernent began, ing Epistle,.James. ".This is pure know God and thus do not really . " " - : " •
among other things, over the and undefiled religionin the sight share His values? . - . by John Gardner " - . : : .
principle of "free pews." Large of our God anct Father, to visit But if God's Word impliesth:at " . . t Z_ ....
sections of many churches were orphans and widows in their dis- those who know God "(and _ha! ...... - -_,, .
reserved for thosewho could pay tress, and kee #"oneself unstained (_hristlan doesn't want that). - • "" '
the pew. rental, thus diseriminat- by the world" (Jas..1:27, NASB). Should be concerned about the

ing against the poor. A: B: Simp- To know God, is to share His poor, wh.at .should we do? ,No- . _ "., The i980s have developed at'{i- strengms ann weaknesses as you for today tries to develop good "
son, founder of the Christian and compassion over human hearts, body who is really credible, has . tudes that require a different . see them." . communications with co-workers,

'Missionary Alliance. wasorlginal- When Jesus, the Divine Son. any simple answers. A response i leadership style. Good leaders for • It'will a|so require the ability.(o This requires the al_ility to be
ly a Presbyterian pastor, who looked On the hungry multitudes, to poverty today is an extremel, today w_ll'be those who know they. study other leaders and how they tionest :and recognize that talking
struggled to turn his respectable, 'He experienced compassion and complex matter. . _are not "perfect." They wi!l. ac- o_erate and identify the differ- . at people is not thesame as talk-
wealthy parish toward a concern did not merely preach them a set- But can, we not _all be open to -i knowledge th'eir faults .and will ences I_etween .their leadershJ _ mg with them. This involves a Will,

" i ... .struggle with them instead of ig- style and yours, mgness to listen as'well as talk.:
for the _oor. but without success, man, but He arranged for them to .God about what He wants us to ,-_ . . .He finally -esigned and eventually be fed. InHis Matthew 25 _arablf_ do in our own situation? He may noring "them or becoming defen- It is entirely possible that the Listening means that_you have to
founded the Gospel Tabernacle of the sheep and goats, the goats not ask..' all of us to/respond in" _t rove about ther'n. Ehis requires :leadership traitS"that got yo_ really wantto hear. - " •
m the Times Sqdare area of New are judged becausethey did not the same way, but there are'isome ..l objecttve, mtros Dection. It re- "where you are will get you no fur- The human motive we I_ave to
Y.ork City.-.The denomination res!oond to the needs of the things for us to do . . ._ .., quiresthe ability to look at per-" therbecausetheyn(_longer-mot_- work'with tpday._s very different
which grew out of his work un- thir_w, the stranger, the naked, C_n we not become better . : _- sonal strengthsand weaknesses vate'those whom you are suo- "from what it was when society
derstood itself to I_avea speclal ' and" the imPrisoned. The King informed about poverty, as un_ . ! asaleader. _3osedtolead.- . was buil_ on the work ethic, orthe
calling to serve "the neglected says: "Truly I say to you. to the comfortable as that kind of in- Michael Maccoby in his book. It iS not enough to make at- craft ethic. The better you under-
c_asses both at home and extent.that you did not do it to one ;vestigationis? ," The. Gamesman. identifies four firmative statements about pea- stand.the human material, me
abroad." It wasthe sa me with the of the least of these, you did not Can we not work to •better the leadership styles: ;_le-being our business and our more etlective leae er you.will be.
Church of the Nazarene, original- do it to Me '_(Matt. 25:45. NASBi. conditions at the poor in 0ur own 1. The Craftman whO holds the most valuable.resource. You can- Today. what is im_oortant for'
_y largely a series o! re_Gue mis- •According to the apostle John. area? .. traditional values oftheearly not evaluate ,people just as m- success aS a leader must include
s_ons.'lt'was the same with the "Whoever has the world's goods, Canwe not _e revolved m at- 1900s. The prima.ry con- stitutional statistics o( personal flexibility and booperatio_
Salvation Army, whose founders and beholds his brother in need tempts to influence publicpolicy cerns of thts leader is for tools 1o"enhance your ergamza- Brain work has been replacing -
were Spirit-fired opponents of in- &nd. closes'his heart against him. " and church policy in line With a " quall.ty, thrift; and his craft, tional image.. People tend "to get physical work. That has called foi"
iustice, particularly as it involved how does the love. of God abide priority for the poor?. "- " ' - 2. The Jungle Fighter who sees cynical when they hear us talk • more education, more education
the poor. "in him?".(1 John 3:17. NASB). Can we not extene ourselves to ,.. life and work as a struggle one value standard and then op- means a larger variety o) ways

And what about us? Justice for To know God s'aso.to share further the cause ol preaching for power. He divides people erate by another, people '.think, and that has
the poor is an essential cqncern His distaste of wor)dly material- the gospel tO the poor? _ nto two classes. The contemporary successtul brought into being a va.l_Jesystem
for today's serious Christian:. Bib- _sm. which threatens us all in It is Senator Mark Hatfield,'who --Those for me. leader" is one" who understands that says. "No leader:ship has a
_cal justice today demands that _meri_ca M.aterialism empha- reports'asking Mother Teresa of --Those against trio. trial what motivates him may not right, to tell me what,, to do .with-
we. as individuals -as churches, sizes the self-centered acquisl- Calcutta. the question: "Do you 3. 'The Company Man who motivate anyone else, .He per- ou_ a reason." Unless you under-
and as a nation place a high pr_- tion of things, not the unselfish not.grow weary of trying to do the came into being 'during the Ceives that people. Who are very stand this and account for•it, you
ority on the needs of the poor. " sharing of mem with others, lobGod has called you to do in tranquil"50s." He sees Icy- diffe_:ent from himself still can .are not going to be'a leader, es- . •
Should not the feeding of the We nave often tbeen told that the midst of this.impossible pay- .'.a!ty, modesty, security, tam-" .contrib_]te a great deal..Some peciatly Of younger people.
hungry be an essehtial priority: ' Sodom and Gomorrah were de- erty?" She smiled and-said "No; -- lly.atmosphere as the great who have decided that ."the job -'Younger generations are much "
_t_ a nation" .which has at least..stroyed because of 'sexual ira- for you see, God has not called " values. " ' isn't everything" st!ll may cantrib- more o'riented to self than to
been strongly influenced by the morality. While that.was part of •me to be successful: He has only 4. The" Gamesman identities- ule. institutions,- or to Winning. They
Bible and in which tWO thirds of their problem, there was moreto called me to be faithful to the wltl_ the "60s/' His career is Within the structure of :your want a sense of identity and be-
its citizens are members of some it than that, according to Ezekiel: truth of being Dar_ of the Vine at" a. game _hat involyed cam- group you may very well discover longing. That fi'ustrat on s a good
church? According to George. "Behold this was the guilt olyour Jesus Christ." - .'- petitio_ innovation, flexibil-- several different work ethics, The reason why we rteed good lead-
Sweeting,.."The "question is not sister Sodom: she. and her We cannot expect to defeat ity, and aggressive:team- effective leade_: for the "80s" Will ors who can make these people
whether the _hurch should help daughters had arrogance, abun- poverty completel_ It will be "with work. " " be as flexible as possible and feel challenged and fulfilled in-
thepoor, but how." This is be-- dant food__-_Teless easE- but " us till Jes0s returns._But we can- I_ could be that you, the leader, permit different roles as much as stead of "losers."
cause God's justice and human, she did not help the poor and do what is possible. Andwe must will need tofind somebody you _possible. The resour(:es th'at you Never before has leadership
poverty are closely related., needy" (Ezek. 16:4_ NASB). be faithful to" this clear biblical - trus_tand say, "Lc)ok, I really mean put ,into ,improving •morale and been so crucial, for never before

From God's Word through Jer- To know God is also to share -teaching regarding the cause of this: You'_ be doing me a favor if . motivation will pay off. .. has. our society been so flexible

emlah I notice not on!y the re- His values, It is thus to be more the poor. _- you'd talk to me about my The successful leadei_ship style, and volatile.
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.%0[11 0[0 • OI•l[OBOl• • • • • • 0{0 _i_L•_•B•_•_•1_B•_I_1_{_1_Dt_i_1_ " an image and it,is, absolutely nec- per potential • contact than any e. Visual. appeal If you can

"= " _ . . ' " . . : " •( _ essary that the image and the other method you could devise, supply your goal media with at-
e#. .... • . _

/ " Ch °_°_• : reality be one and the same. Don't Newspapers appreciate paid ads tractive pictures•f church activ-'How Your Chur lrytbleton.likeyou'resomething. (after all. they must pay their bills, ities, especially as they relateto
• • , _ you,re not. but do make every too). An occasional paid ed will making a difference in "the com-

bo_° _O_o_ _ effort to be what you say you are help you maintain good relations munity, by all means do so. God
•_• • . _• _ .-Christ's Body incarnate in your . with the newspaper and wil pro-created people with eyes for al • community. How's that for a duce results. If it does not pro- reason, In this video age, we are

Can Change Its Image j i bea0tiful image to live up to? duceresults, work with yourlocal more graphically oriented tha,i, ' ,, . ,_ssuming your church is all .advertising professionals to ever: that's the way we form our
. authentic body of Christian be- pro'ducean ad thatwill produce impressions of almost everything.

• lievers, how do you let your corn- results. That's what they are fo_;. Why do you think they serve Big

'°'°'°'°%o: ill the Community " / " :munityknowthereal'you'_ . Busines,es don't advertise for Macsinaplasticboxtobethrown

• l Legitimate use of the local me- charity, you know; they advertise away before you ever leave the
'_T _ " '_ dia }s one way. because'it produces results. Ap -_ restaurant--because the graphic

b_ , " , -_ . - - There are three"Hi-C" reasons proached in this way, advertising _mage is consistent and _lppeal-' '}_ for evef:y pastor to consistently wi] prod'_JceTesults for you also. ir_g. Real sandwiches can get

' • ". _. * _ ._._._" • '. cultivate his relationship w,th thee_i In _resenting your church be- messY/"
local newspaper, radio, and tel•- fore the communmty through t_e f. Human interest Churchffs

I1•11•1;•11•11• • I•11•1 • • IQIIO • •11• 011• I011•11•11•11•11 II•ll•ll•ll•llllll•n•llll LilII•IIIII•II•IIOI{•_IOlIII I•_1•11 ' " " ",, Vision outlets, news medi_ remember that there are aliv_ with human interest. Ev-

" " " : 1. ;Coverage: Newspaper anci' are certain thin,IS that edit•rear• erything from babies to puppets
15yJohn C. Oster " ' broadcast i-n_dia generally blan- looking for and these things by .to 13aracles with love 'and mar-

. : "ket sDecified'advertisihg markets and large are what readers look riage thrown in happens in•the
• ' ' which will normally conform: to for. This list has been helpfel to context of the church. Probably.. in no other context are so many

• ,. your chui'ch's territorial resD(_nsi: me:

_j_hY change a baby's diaper? .thingsofthemindandspirJtasfoi" logical statement. If'. however, :i bility. Your own mailing lisl does a. Timeliness. News is news- good things happen.lug. Timeswl One good guess is that junk food placebos. " yourproblemisnothowtobuilda no! {ouch everyl;}ody; the media only in the immediate time period are changing; in many ways

you change, a baby's diaper be- Admittedly, the foregoing in- building, but .how to .make the i" 'are designed to reach everybody, after it happen_;.'bon_t attempt to things are getting worse: this' makes "the wholesome goodness
cause certai_ conditions have .cludes a bit of tongue in cheek, best of what you have. then read - It;your purpose for existence is report (_r live on stale experience. • of Christian .life-style even more
char_ged relative to the baby and but the fact of Social change (s on. _ "' not limited to the few peo_leyou If God is blessing you now. now newsworthy if presen!edin a non-
to the diaper. Unless changes are undeniable. In the midst Of this The physical building.sl_ould be - : already have, then you must fine _s me _ime.to tell about it. self:serving way.
made, the soft, sv_eet relationship change, your church is likely to be neat, in good repair, freshly paint- . } - • ": a way to put your image.before b. Community .iml_act. People g. Conflict. Most pastors really

that Once existed is likely to turn ' thought'of in the same wa_ that it ed and.'proudly..-.identified" If the t the entire community, in your neighborhood are. not don't like conflict and certainly
sou'r and be a source of irritation was thoughtofthelasttimeany- pastor is unwllhng or unabe to _ 2. Credibility: In these days of.' much interested in what your don't like to talk about it in public, _with results that are detrimental .body thought about your church, achieve this. he*d better pack his
both to the baby and to his com- If most people haven't heard from Bible and catch the next train out. _. super _ales pitches, everybody is church is doing around the world. _)ut there is conflict nonetheless ,,suspect. People at large have a They are interested in what your and it can beavery positive thing
reunify environment, you in live years, that's the way His image will give the Jie to ev- .healthy suspicion of relig_ous church is doing right around for your ch_Jrch. You should be in

Why change the Image Of your they remember you--that's" the erything hesays, hucksters who promotetheir own home. (:onflict with certain influences in
•church in its community? Be- way they think you are now. If the _resent location is over- rellgiosityin return for riches. You c, _ersonalities. Get the may- your _qeighborhood and every-
"cause oonditions have changed. _ On the other hand, thelmageOf run with weeds and in need of Can't eay enough good things or. the governor, or some other _oody should know about it, One
The effective ministry o! your your church may be accurate but paint and a good sign, then r_- ' _' "a{5out yourself to overcome th_,s well-known person involved in image you don't want for your
church demands that the church unflattering, joice and be happy--:the.contrast healthy cymc_sm. But newspa- some activity of the church..Peo- church is that of a nice bunch of
and community interact in the "','Whatever the reason for chang- will be even.greater when you getNOW and not in the THEN. _ . . pers and broadcast journalists, do pie everywhere are interested n folks praising God white the world

The image of any'church is de.' ing the image of your church in it all fixed up and your.new image babe high credibility When. peg- what such peo'ple are doing. If goes to hell. You need to be out
termined to a large extent byw'hat the ¢ommu.dity, it is a task that will be the talk of theneighbor- pie[earn.of your genuine'activi- that interest reaas them to see there engaging evil.in battleand
it was like five or more years" ago. demands constant attention, hOOd. • ties through their reports, they your church as a relevant part of where the world Can see you doJt.
Since then there have been liter- Let's start with the building it- Keeping that image alive and come to you with confidence. It community life. so much the bet- Letting your community know
ally thousan*ds of changes in the self. If the only knowledge of your, up-to-date also requires ado- may seem strange to you that a ter, . what you are really like demands
life-style'-and environment--•v- church were its physicalappear- quate lighting. The name of the reigi0us organizat'ion .which d. Consequence. f your some careful and consistent at-
erybody who was alive five years ance, would you attend a church church should be light•doll night stands for truth wltha capital "T" church is not in the business of tention, but it will pay off. You can
.ago is now five years blcler. The like that? eve.ry night. When the church i._ should have to cloak itself .in the making a difference, you had bet- change your image in the corn-
people are bigger, the cars small= Admittedly, location and archi-" in use for an evenlr_g ._dr;vice, credibility of a materlalist!_, sec- ter reexamine your reason for be- mur_ity and while this is going on.
or. The speed limit is more limit- lecture, are mportant; but the there should be an abundance Of ular medium, _ut that's the way ing trier• at all," Christ came .to God may.ust be changing yoLlaS "
'ed. the pace of life more hectic, pastor is unlikelyto have any ira- light in the parking a_eas and It,is. folks, make a difference. His church well.

• people are indulging ther_selves mediate cont,01 ove[' these el•- "around the church. Light hasvery 3. Cost: Unless _/ou have an exists to make a difference. That Which is the more appealing
more and enjoying It less, more ments unless he isjqst entering significant symbolism for the . unlimited budget, which you difference is expressed i_ baby--or]e all dry and powdered
money buys less value, we know Into a building Dr•gram. In this Christian church and it also helps don't you can't afford to create changed individual ives and t is and drawing the admiring alton-
more and more about less and case, a copy of Church Building you see better, you_ own communications media expressed in changed communi- tion of family and "friends, or one
less. our computer-assisted' Do- Sourcebook 2 will help _hlm un- The buildirJg =s important, but to: saturate your community. It ties which are made up of these wet and cranky and loud, calling
tentlal fo_ absolute frustration derstand how to find the best do not con(use the building with ] only makes sense to L_sean on- ehar)ged individuals. Do not be attention only to Its own pain

grows greater, andf0rmore and Iocations: how to take advantage the church. What we are really i gine that's already there. Legiti- content with anything less than while frustrated completely by its

more of usthat gnawing I_unger of ah existing location, andhowto talking about in this article ls the . .m_te news doesn't cobt you a impacting you=;.commLmity with unchangedcondltion?

from within is not so much for.the use building design as a the•- Church without walls: it. too has . • thing. Paid advertising costs less the conseeuence of Christ. You decide. _
. _ . . " • . " . . "
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. " " ' . present gi!ts of God. and to un- awareness of the sin that remains cry continually to God, that thou
• dervalue what _'e have already in one's life leads one to'rely on mayest see that prize of thy

,_. " rece!ved....because of what we the grace of God,'"who hath done high calling, not as Satan repre-
have not recei_,ed."' so greal things for you already, sents it. in a horrid dreadful

- ' .... - - Wesley then proceeds to give and will do so much greater things shape, but in its genuine native
" ' " " .detailed descriptions Of how Sa- than ,these. '''_ As to the delay in beauty; not.as something that

tan. attacks our peace, our joy, God's sanctifying work, Wesley must be, or thou wilt go to"hell,

" " _ l_orl- .. . . _ our faith, and.finally our'hope of offers this thought-provoking but, as what • may be, to leadAdviCe ever being restored to the image comment: "He cannot be straight-_ thee to heaven .... In steadfast

" - of Christ. In des pair of not a_ttain_ ened for time, wherein to work " faith, in calm tranqUility of spir-
., • ing the goal,, the Christian.be- whatever remains to be done in it, in full assurance of hope,

, comes fretful toward God for your soul. And God's timeis al- r_joicingevermoreinwhatGo'd'

"thus delaying his coming," and ways the best time. Therelore be hath done. I_ress ye on u'ntovou,o o ew o heu00es
the NOt Yet . .to have already attained the While Wesley never directly ad- Thank, Mr. Wesleyl We needed

. . ' prize. _ Hence the strange irony;- dresses the concept of '.'holiness that!
the very pursuit Of .holiness can or hell" he comes close in his con-

" ' ' ' become.a detriment to those who eluding w,ords; NOTES

• are on the way. Thus, "being filled w.ith all _ TheWorksof JohnWesley"(Zondervan

Perfect OO,,
..Surprisingly, Wesle'y's re.- peace..an'd joy in' believing, 2. wotks.s:s3.

- sponse.is not to push.for im- press on. in the peace and joy 3. (bid..pp.32-43 " " "4. Ibld O. 34.

. • " . mediate results. He' exhorts the of faith, to the renewal of thy 5. _b_d_ 3a
' . believer to hold fast to what he or whole soul in.the image of Him 6. Ibtd P.40. ." - " .... 7 bid.

. she has already attaioed The that created the_! Meanwhile. e. _b_d..p_.47"

" . " . • " " .. • . ." • • # . . " . . . . • . t . • " . . . . • "

By Clarence Bence . -

!|ohn-Wesley was both evange- are, ane expect it .now.": Since rlence of heart cleansing 0," the • er_'_-Ird-'___ _ ___ _lj _1_!_`. --
t,0 list and pastor, ln his journals Christian perfection is not by gnawing fear that all salvation ""

and sermons we see a person of works, there is no need to del_,y might be lost .... FOR SALE: • printed 1846; a Bible printed 1818: 4. Box 242-3. Mock_svllle. NC
almost un!imited enecgy, who re- " unt!l some Ievel of ethical purity is Wesley's pastoi'al, concern fo r Roneo Electric Mlmeo Machine. When the Holy Ghost IS Come, . .27028.
peatedly calls his listeners to reached: one can .be cleansed his converts does not allow him to Newcost, about $1,500, willsell for Colonel Brengle, prefaced .1909; Holiness Illustrations, by Leewin
press forward, to new levels of from.the bent to sinning instanta- make such bold hints, nstead he'. _ " " $400. Excellent condition. Rex R0- Methodist h'ymnal (words only), B Williams, Beacon .Hill Press,
spiritual experience.He is.not in- . neously !n the present moment; preaches. "Satan's Devices."' a tory 2000 Stencil Cutter. Excellent 1849; Abraham Lincoln, by John 1940; Temperance.Bible Corn-"condition. New cost about $2,000. Carroll Power. 1889; Set of 6 vol- meptary, by F. R. Lees and: D
terestedin a Christianity that only But what about the believer " sermqn that should be required Sell for $BO0. Rex 1050 Mimeo. umes. W.orks of Abe Lincoln Burns. London.-1868: FJetcher'_

" " speaks'of striving for impossible wile heats the message of full sal-. -reading for every holiness .rain- " " : Top of the line. Excellent shape." (Speeches& Debates), printed.by Checks to Antinomianism, "
dreams and unattainable goals., vation and yet cannot (for what. ister who wouldsee his _)eople $800. Rev. W. C. Vaughan, 369 W. the University Society. tnc New abridged by Rev. Peter Wtseman,
Rather, he is confident.that God ever reason) testify to the expe- come !nto a deeper rela.tiohship • 59th St.. Hialeah. FL 33012. York. copyrighted 1908; slde_ Beacon Hill Press, 1948, Llndsay
does not command that which He" _'ience el er_tire sanctification? with Christ. One might expect that ", By Carradine The Sanctified opeqing Methodist hymnal, pub- Enderby, 6Kenton Rd., Geilston

Life, Heart" Talks..The Old Man. lished in- 1827: Living Hymns, . Bay 7015. Tasmania, Australia,
does not expect to beachievee on " Followers of Wesle'_ take his logic Wesley 'would counsel the un- Be.ula.h Land Sanctification[by 1890;. Gospel Hymt}s. Beglow &, Preacher's Magazine 1960-
Pr0mise that which divine grace is and go several steps further, sup- sanctified by pointing out all the- Z.T. Johnson, What Is Holiness?, Main 1.883.Ruth Teasdale, 58333 ' 1982; Emphasis, Vols. 1,15,: Bea-
unab;e to accomp;ish in the'one gosling that failure to"enter the temptations to carnality and sen- by C..W:"Ruth.,Entire SaBctilica- Ironwood Dr.,.Elkhart, IN 46516. con Bible Commentary, 10 vol-
who lives by faith. The final words "promised.rest" is willful defiance, sual sin that the devil uses to as- tion, The PentecostalExperience; Biblicallllustrator. new, $229.50; umes. William ThompSon, 9 York
of the Plain Account define the of God's will--a sin: and such. a- sault us. Ins{end he suggests that by J. A. Wood, Perfect Love by Matthew Henry's" Commentary (5 Dr., Shore Rd.. Belfast, BT 15,Northern Irelane
hig_ limits of the Wesleyan dec- . '_sinner" is not only lacking in per- the"grand device" of Satan'is to . . . A.S.' Wilson. Paradoxes & Perils, vols.. Vet. 6 is missing), $12.50;Definite ExperienCe; by. Brengle, Finding Men for Christ; Touched
trine of full salvation.,"Now let me fection,-but mignt also be ieopar- • draw attention to the spiritual per: Helps to Holiness; by Watson, The Speaker's Bible, original edi-
gain perfection's heigl_t. ''_ • dlzing his or hotvery justification, fection that has .not 'yet been at- Pure Gold, white Robes and Spit- theti°n"Minister's(printednManuaiSCotland),(Doran,s),$135:Me,ByaLovingbyG. F.HattdandDemster.L°veStAIsa,Th°Uos-wald Chambers' .So Send'l You.

The present availability of per- -.since no sinner pan expect to see tained by the Christian and then itual Feasts. Steps to the Throne 1947:.1951. $5.00 ea.: Minister's Rev. D. Taft. 125 Kerrs Rd., Chdst-
fecting grace through faith has God. Thus the term "t_oliness or to destroy what saving.work has and ,Holiness Manual; by S. A, Annual (London], 1969 .$5.00..S. church, 6. New Zealand. •
been a recurrent theme in holt- hell" arises, suggesting to the un: been done by the "expectation o! Danford. Holiness Bible Readings; EIIsworth Nbthstine: Rte_ 4, Box Manuals, Church of the Naza-by Wlncester & Price. Crisis Expe- 242-3. Riverdale Roa_ Mocksville.

'_' hess preaching. In his sermon, sanctified believer, no. matter that greater work" that seems so rlences in the Greek New Testa- NC27028, rene for the years 1908,-1912,
"The Scripture Way of Salvation," what point of spiritual maturity he far from our grasp. "The more , men t. Write Robert.Seed, R. R. 2 . " - 191E. 1920, 1924, 1932, ".1940,
Wesley summarizes the logic be- or she has attained that thereare vehement desire we feel n our Clay Center, KS 67432. 1944, Raw John R; Andrus, First .
hindthis immediacy of st_nctifica- really only two Options availa'ble heart of. the entire holiness he John,Wesley's Sermona 1 vol, WANTED= Old Edition Scafield Church of the Nazarene, E, Main

• " Preface dated 1788 (this was my L.ooseleafBible. must be leather at Will Sts, Chattanooga, TN
t,ion bY telling his audience to to the not yet perfect--an imme- hath promised, the more we are father's); Fox"s Book of Martyrs, bound. S, EIIsworth Nothstine. Rte. 37404_
"expect it by faith, expect it asyou _ :diate step of faith into the expe- tempted to think lightly- clothe " "
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OURHOPEIISIN
THECOMING0FTHELORD

Choral Readings for "Advent . .

- by Donna Fletcher Crow . . .
- , . - . ,

. , : " ", . :

. , , - ,.
• . . , .

-Service 1 , Voices 4 and S: O come, endsetTh_y prayeo. "Even s(_. Lord Jesus, come

Four Suridays before christmas. " , peoplefree, quickly." we pray You will come to theVoices 6 and 7:0 come_ and |rein our .'" heartsof all worshippers here,

icesfla_ r3e,4 _ _sa ;'" Congtegat,on: O Jesus. come.Thd People P.leadtor a Savior vo i a e t_d 7:0 como. Pastor: Increase o.ur longing for Christ

Leader 1 :The people who walk _ridark- and le! us find our Deaco in Thee. our Savior. Givo us strength to grow =n Flight rote Egypt by Riccl Sebasliano [Itahan, 1659.1734) Thr_o Lions,
hess w_ll see a great hght. " -Leader I: Great ts the Lord and greatly our faith. Quicken us for the miracle of

Leader 2: Those who'live in a clark land to be praised. Your coming. Open our eyes.to what our
tile hgnt will shine On mere I_eader 2: He will fulfill the desire of them Ives..would be If You _ad not com'e. Our

Chorus I: Our God, we cry to Thee, - , -that fear Him. hope Is.in the commg of the Lord - _ Leader 2: And I will shake all nations, their burden and tile staff on tllelr Service 3
3 Voices_ We are in darkness Leader 1: He also will hear their cry Congregation: The Lord cs our Hope an'd Leader_ 1 and 2: And the desire of all shoulder, Two Sundays before Christmas
2 Voices: We are in anguish. Leader 2: He will save them. our Salvetlon " " -. nations shall come Leader 1: He shall deliver Ihee from ihe

.1 Voice: The world waits in sin and guilt Leaders 1 and 2: Our hope is in the com- Unison: Amen. Chorus 1 end 2: Yes. Lord. we desire rod of the oppressor . The People Cry for Peace
Leader I: The dayspring on.high shall mgof the Lord, , . . . Thee, Chorus 1: Our hope is in the coming of

wsLt us. "Chorus I end 2: Our hope is in the corn- . . Chorus 1: We desire Thee Thy peel: o to the Lord, Leader 1: The Lord comethl
Leader 2: TO give light to them that sit m ngof the Lord. . deliver. . Chorus 1 and 2: The zeal of thi_ Lord of Leaders 1 and 2: Glory to God in the

darkness: Chorus 1: The people wrtlch sat in dark- Service 2 " Chorus2: We desi;'e Thee. born a child hosts will accomplish this Highest, and on earth, peace, gooo

Leader I: Light to those tMat walk in the ness'sew a great Light.. Three Sundays before Chrisimas and.yet a King. . _ will to men,
snaaow of death. Chorus2: And td them.which set [n the . Chorus I and 2: We desire Thee to reign Ce_dle Ceremony Voice 1: But there is no peace.

Leader 2: Light to guide our feet into the eg on and shadow of death Light The People Desire a Leader in us forever--now Thy gracious T.he firs1 and second Ad_'ent candles a{e Volces.1 and 2: Men cry peace, p_ace.• Voice I: But there Is no peace,
"way of peace. . , _ssprung up. . kingdom bring, " " lighted while the congregation sings verse Chorus'l: The nationsf_JdOusly rage-to-

Chorus 2:0 God, why n6s tr_ou turned Voice,l: For God said, '"Light shall shine , Leader I: And_ you, Bethlehem n the Leader/:The Lord. whom ye seek. sha[I 2, "0 Come, O Come, Emmanuel." " getner.
Thy face from uS? out of darkness." land of Judah, are by no means, suddenly come to His teme[e, even • 0 come,Thou Wisdom tfom on high, Chorus 2: The kings of the e_rth risb up,

Voice1: We sit in darknesS. Chorus 2: He gives the hght el,the glory- least among the leaders of Judeh_ the messenger of the covenant, And order all things far and nigh; Chorus 1 and 2: And the _ulers take"
Voice 2: We are w_thout hope. of God Leader 2: For out of you shall come forth whom ye delight in. " To us the-path of knowledge show. counsel together against the Lord
Voice 3: We are without I_e;_. Chorus I and 2;"He gives the glory of e governor, who will rule My poe- Leader 2: Behol_. He shall come salth And'cauSe us in her ways to go. andagainst His anointed.
Ci_orus /:'The custodians-of the law God in Ihe hght of Jesus Christ. _le Israel. _ " • the Lord of Hosts. • Reloicel Rejoice/ Leader 1: The Lord says. "Peace I lea_'e

abuse their powers; - Voices 1 and 2:0 God_ we are Without a Chorus I: 0 God. hear from heaven, de- Eo_menue_ with you, my peace I give unto you.
Voice 4: Nobles ogpress the poor Candle Ceremony leader, liver Thy people who have sinned She//come to thee. 0 srael!
Voice 5: Judges accept lorries, The first Advent'cendle is lighted while Voices 3 and 4: Our lands are oppressed, against Thee. • Leader 2: Not as the world glveth, give I
Voice 6: Prophets flatter the rich. the eongregatibn sings verse 1. "O Come, Voices 5 and 6: Our people are comfort- Chorus 2: By Thine own eternal $oirlt ' unto you." .
Voice 7:-Priests teact_ for hire. • O Come. Emmanuel." Use trumpets end Iess. rule.in all our hearts alone: - Prayer Voice 1: Our enemies seek not peace.
Chorus l'bnd 2: Lust of wealth rules on tambourines on chorus. Voices 7 and 8: Our hearts do quake" Chorus 1 and 2: By Thine all-sufficient Pastor:Father in Heaven.. ne day draws ' Chorus 1: But they devise 8eceitful mat-

all sides." 0 come.O come, Emmanuel, with-fear." merit, raise us to Thy glorious . near when me birth of Your Son will make ters against them that are qtJlet in

Leader I: Comfort ye comfort ye My And ransom captive Israel. Leader 1: Say to tllem that ere.ore fear- throne, ra/:llent the night of the we!tlng world. May the land,
people, saitn your God, That mourns in lonely exile hero ' " lul heart, "Be strong, fear not: Leader 1: There will roe no more gloom His quiet coming fill us witr true inner - : Voice I: There Is no peace.

Leader 2: The glory of the Lord shall be Until ti_e.Son ot God appear. Leader 2: Behold your God wlllcome. " for her who was in anguish, peace, Leaders 1 snd 2: Our hope Is in the com-
revealed, and all Ilesh.shell see it Rejoice/Rejoice/ Leaders I and 2: He will come end save Leader 2: He shall make thy land glori- " Congregation: Yesl Lord. we pray _t. Ing of the Lord,

together; - - . Emmanuel you." ous. Pastor: Lord. our minds erie hearts are Leader 1: He Is despised and rejected'
Leaders I and 2: For the mouth of the Shall come to thee. 0 Israel!. Chores 1 and 2: Our hope is =p the corn- •Leader 1: He shallmultiply the nation filled with hope. We long.to pear the voice of men:

- Lord beth spoken It. , (1! 4 x 10.inch pillar candles are used. ing of the Lord, . Leader 2: He shall increase their glad* .which tells us of the coming of the Christ -Loader 2: A man of sorrows, and ac-
Chorus 1:0 God. we wait .... they may remain lighted throughout the Leader 1: Thus salth the Lord of Hosts: noes child._.ead us in Your wisdom and cause quaintedwlth grief
Chorus 2: How long must we walt. servme.) Leader 2: Yet wait a little while'and I will Leader 1: They will be glad in His pres* us in Your ways to go, £eader I: And we hid as _twere our faces
Voices 1 and2: Send us Thy Light, " " shake the heavens, once as with the gladness of her- Congregation: Come to us an(J heal.our from Him

Prey_pr. Leader 1: And the earth, vest. lend. . - Leader 2: He was despised; end we es-
Voice 3: Come. (Printed in bulletin every Sunday) "" " teemed Him not.
Voice 4:.0 come. Thou long-awaited Leader 2: The sea. Leader 2: For He shall break the yoke of Unison/Amen,

Savior Pastor: Our Father. as the early-Christians* Leader 1: And the dry land; " "
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Voice 1: There is no peace. Prayer Leader 2: Hath aboundeP unto many. Congregation: We i:elolce that our nearts Voice 1: And thoLL.Bethlehem. m the :and Loader 1: Father,

Voice 2: There is none righteous, _o, not Pastor; O'Lord may Your ceace [De w=ln Leader 1: As by the offense of one. be established with grace, of Judah art not the least among Chorus 1: Our Father, which art ]n hear-.

" Leader 2: Ju(_gment came upon all menus all Pastor: We praise the glory el Your.grace - the princes of Judah• on.
Voice 3: There is none t_al understand- Congregahon: Lord. YoU are our fadh and to con emnatiom --wherein we haveredemption. But helD Voice 2: For out of thee shall come a ' Leader 2: The Prince of Peacet

. . our life Leader 1: Even so by the righteousness . , .. us to grow m grace, and in the knowledge, governor, Voice 1: The Dayspring from on high hath
Voice 4: There =snone that seeketh alter Pester; Yes, Lord, being, lushfied by faith, of One, of.our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Voices I and 2.' That shall rule My people visited us.

God. we have _eace with You through our Lord Leader 2: The fred gift came upon all men Him be.glory both now and forever. Israel. •Voices 1 and 2: To give light to them that
Leaders I and 2: Our. hope is in the corn- Jesus Christ. by who_n also we have ac- ' - unto justification. _ . Unison: Amen, . Leader 1: He has como--a Governor. sit in darkness and m the Shadow

ingot the Lord cess by faith into th_s grace where_n we Chorus I: For the wages of sin is death_ Voices t. 2, and 3: He shall be great. of death. .
Leader 1: Surely. He hath borne our stand. We rejoice m hope and in the g_ory Chorus 1 and 2: But lh_ gift of God is

griefs and carried our sorrows: oi God. You will keep him m Detract eternal life through Jesus Christ Service 5 "VoiceSthe4.5sonandof6:theAndHighest:shallbe called . VoiceSthel.2wayandof3:_eace.TOguide our feet into
Leader 2: Yet we did esteem Him str¢ck- peace, whose mid =sstayed on You. our Lord ..... - ' ., Christmas! Chorus 1: And the Lord God shall give Lea'clef I: He haS come--

on. stamen o! God. and a_flhcted. Congiegahon: There.shall be peace and Leader 1: Now to him that worketh IS the ut_to Him the throne of His father Leader 2:The prince of Peace.
Leader 1: But He was wounded for out truth m all our days. " Ceward not reckoned of grace. . ._ The people Receive the Promise David. Chorus 1: Thou wid keep him m perfect

transgressions. Unison: Amen. Leader 2: But of debt. , " Leader I: Arise. Chorus 2: And He shall reign over the peace, wt)ose mind Is stayed on
Leader 2: He was bruised for our .mqul- ' .'. Leader 1: But to h_m that worketh not. Leader 2: Shine houSe.of Jacob forever: Thee-

- . . Leader 2: But believeth on Him that .ust-. "
Leader r: Tt_e chasPsement ol our peace . - * . ilioth.the, ungodly, hj • Leader I: For the L_ght Is come, . Chorus I and _: .'_nd of His Kmgdom Chorus 2: Because he trusteth in Thee.

is upon Him. Service 4 Leacter I and 2_ His faith is counted for j Leaders I and 2: And the glory of the " there shall be no end. Leader 1: Prince of Peace. b,• " " " • Lord is risen upon thee! Loud'or 2: And HIs name shall be called Chorus 2: Lord, Thou wilt ordain peace

Loader 2: And wdh His stripes we are One Sunday before Christmas righteousness. Chorus /_"Our hope is in the coming el WonderfuL. for us. . . ;,
healed . . Chorus I: Not bY works of righteousness "the Lord. " " Leader 1: Counselor. Chorus 1: HALLELUJAH! "

Chorus I: Th(_reis no peace. The People Seek for Grace . which we have done. - Leaders t.and 2: He has come! VOice 1: This also cometh forth from the Leaders I end 2: For the Lord God om-
Voice 5: The throat of our enemies is an - Chorus t.Rnd 2: But according to His _) Leader 1: For unto us e ch6d LScorn Lord of.hp_ts, : . mpotent retgneth. . .

open sepulchre; Leader 1: In the beginning was the. Word mercy He saved us! [-eader 2: Unto us a son is given; .. Chorus 1"Wh!chls wonderful in counseL. All:KING _)F KINGS. AND LORD OF "
Voice 6: With their tongue they have Used Leader 2.-And the Word was with GOd. Leader I: And if by grace Leader 1: And the government shall be Chorus 2: And excellent in working. . LORDS: HALLELUJAHI

" . Leader I: And the Word was God. . " Leader 2: Then is it no mOre of works. -
Voice 7."The poison of _sps launder their Leader 2: In Him was hie and the hfe was Leader I: Otherwise grace is no more _ upon His shoulder: Leaders 1 and 2: He has come-- . "Leader 2: And His name shall be called Leader I: Wonderful. Candle Ceremony

lips. the Light of men. grace. ! Wonderful. Leader 2: Counselor. Air five Advent candies are hghled willie
Voice 8. Their mouth'is'f'ull of ctJrsing anu Leader I: And the Light shmeth tn dark- £eader 2: But if it be of Works • " Le_der 1: Counselor, Voice 1; O Lord Thod ari my God: congregation sings verse 5. "O Come. O

bitterness, hess and the oarKness comere- Lea(ler 1: Then is it no more grace.. ' " Leader2: The Migmy God. Voice 2: I will exalt Thee, " Come, Emmanuel."
Leaders 1 and 2: Our hope Is in the corn- hended d not. Chorus 2: Not of works lest any man Leader 1: The everlasting Father. Voice 3: I will praise Thy name. He comes/Our king eternal.

lng of the Lord.. " " Choru_. f: There is none that under- should Doest. . " " " " " Leader 2: The Prince o/Peace. Voices _. 2 and3: For Thou' hast done Our Saviour which is.Christ the Lord
Leader 1: Praise the Lc)rd O-Jerusalem standeth; • Leader 1: Not by works- of righteousness " ' " : " Chorus 2: Our hope has come_ wonderlul things; With wisdom• counsel, peace• ano might;
Leader 2: Praise thy God, O Zion; Chorus 2: There is nono that _eeketn which we have done "_" " '. _Lea_ers 1 and 2: He h_]s come! Chorus 1: Thy counsels of old are faitl'lful Emmanuel. our God is with us now.
Leaders 1 and 2: He maketh peace In tny after God, Leaders ,1 and 2:But according to HIS Leader 1:.1 bring yea good tidings el and [rue. Rejoice/Rejoice/

borders, ano fiHeth thee with the Leader 1: And the Word was made Ilesh mercy He saved.us, great Joy, Which shall be to all Leaders 1 and 2: He has come-- Emmanuel
finest of the'wheat. Leader 2: And dwelt among us, Leader 2: That being ius¢i_led by His " •. . . people. Leader I: Counselor. Has come to thee. O israel/.

Chorus 1 and 2. There Is no peace, Leader I: And we beheld H_Sglory; grace. Leader 2: For untoyou is'born this day .Leader 2: Mighty., •
Chorus 1; The leer of our enemies are Leader'2: The glory as of the Only Be- Leaders 1 and 2: We should be maae " ' , In the city of David a Savior . Voice I: And there shall come forth a Rod Communion

, swift to shed blood gotten of'the Father. heirs accordin to the hope Of "• . g_ . Leaders '1 and 2: Which is Christ the out of the stem of Jesse. Communion Is served to the congrega-
Chorus 2: Destruct/on and misery are m Leaders l and 2: Full of graceand truth, eternai e. " " Lord " - " VoiCes 1 and 2: And a Branch shall grow tion while choir or recor.omg sings "For

" Leader 1: And of His fullness we have all Chorus 1: For by grace are we saved Chorus 1: Glory to.God _n the highest, out of his roots; unto US a Child Is Born" frown Messiah.
Chorus I end 2: The way of peace they received. . - through leith, . -

have not known. Leaders 1 and 2: And grace for grace. Voice 1: And that not of Ourselves. Chorus 1 and 2: And on earth Deuce. .Voices t. 2. 3 and 4: And the spirit of the- - good will toward men, " ' , Lord shall rest upon Him, - Prayer

Leadersland2:Ourhopeipinthecom- Ledder2:Forthelawwasg_venbyMd- Voice2,:JtisthegiftofGod: Leaderl:Untousachddisborn. Voices2.3and4:Thesoiritotwisdom Pastes But now is Jesus Christ made
" "Ingot the Lord. sos Voice 3: Net of works, _ Leader 2: Unto us a son is given, and understanding, manifest, by the Scriptures of the propn-

Leader 1: He hath deliVered my sou_ m Leaders I end 2: But grace and truth Voice 4: Lest any man should boast. " " " ' Voice 1: Behold. - Voices 3 and 4: The spirit of.counsel and eta. according to the commandment .ol
;)ease and from the battle, came by Jesus Christ. Leaders 1 end 2: Our hope is in the corn-" Voice 2: A virgin shall be with child, might, • the everlasting God. made known to all

Leader 2; God she hear and afflict mine Chorus 2: But all have sinned and come ing of the Lord . Voice3: And shall bring forth e son, Voice'4: The spirit of Knowledge and of nations for the obedience of faith.

enemies, short of the glory of God. Leader 1: For the law Worketh wrath, Voice 4:.And they sha!l call His name the fear of the Lord. Congregation: To the only wise God. be •
Leader i. He sha I de ver my soul m Leader 1: Where sin abounded, grace did Leader 2: But salvation is ol leith, '_" Emmanuel. Leader I: The Mighty God glory through Jesus Christ forever.

Deuce from the be{tie, much more abound. Leaders I and 2: That it mightbe by " _ Voice 5: Which being mlerpreted to, _hocus 1: We look for that blessed'hope _.lnison: Amen.
Chorus_l.: ]_ruly our nope _sin the corn: Leader 2: Sin hath re!gned unto adam: grace. _i

of the Lord. Leaders 1 end 2: Even so might grace Chorus lr Our hope is m thecoming of i:_ Voices I; 2, 3. 4, and 5: God with.us, Chorus 2: And the glorious appearing of "• : Leaders 1 and 2: He has come-- the great God-- End. with "Hallelujah C'hoius" by choir=Pg
Chorus 2: OI the Increaseof His g_verh- relgri tarough righteousness umo the Lord, _ " '_l " or recording,

ment and peace there shall be no eternal lif.e by Jesus Christ our Chorus 1 and 2: For the gt'dce of God '". '. I Leadez 1: A child. Chorus 1 and #:Our Savior Jesus ChristLeader 2: Ason. Leader 1: He has come_
"end Loi'd_ that bnngeth salvation hath sO- MaleVoice; And so it was.. " - Sources

Leader 1: Peace on earth. Chorus I: But it Is written, there Is none peered to all men. Chorus 1: Tibet while ihey were there. Leader 2: The Mighty God.
Lead)Br 2: Good will to men. rignteous, no no1 one. -_ " " "- . _ Chorus 2 The.days were accomplished Chorus 1: For the Lord your God is the Scripture Sources
Choruses 1 end 2: Blessed is the King Leader I: By one man sm entered into Candle Ceremony that She should be deflvered God ol gods Serwce _ Isa. 9:2:,Luke 1:;;, 8. 79: Isa. 40:1.5:

WhO comes in the name ol the the world, Female Voice I: And she brought forth Chorus 2: And the Lord of lords: :
Lord; _ Leader 2; And death by sin; • " Four Advent candles are llghtea Whde - Chorus 1: The greet,

Choruses and Leaders: Peace In heaven . Leade_ 1: And so death passed upon ell the congregation sings verse 4. O Come. her first.born son.
• O Corr.; E.mmenuel." " ,eema/o Voice 2: And wrapped Him in Chorus 2: The mighty,end glory in the hlghest_ "-. mpn. . swaddling clothes. Chorus 1.and 2: And the awesome God.

Leader 2: For as in Adam all men die. " " OCome, Thou 7_od of :Jesse,
. Leaders 1 and 2?.Even so In Christ shall Free thine own from Satan's tyranny; Female. Voice 3: And laid Him tn a man-. Leadervolce1:1:Thou.TheEverlasttngoLord. art Father:ourFather.germ.

- "Candle Ceremony all be made alive, From depths of Hell Thy people saye, Chorus 1:,[Becausethere was no room for Voic(_ 2: Our Redeemer:
The first, second, and third Advent Voice 1: But they are all gone out of the And give them victory o'er the grave• "_ . them In the inn, " Voices I, 2 and 3: Thy name is from ever- Egh, 2:8-9; Rom. 4:15-16:'Titus 2:11:

canales are lighted while congregation way, RajoiceLRejoicef Leader t:Ason, lasting•
stags verse 3; "Q Come. O Come• Em- Voice 2: They are together oecome un- Emmanue;

pi_ofitable., Shall come to thee, 0 Isr_]el/ Voice ;t: For God so loved the world• " " Leader 1: Everlasting Lather,• Chorus 1: That He gave His only oegotten Chorus 1: The Lord shall be thine ever-,
. O come, Desire of Nations; bind " Voice 3- There is none that doeth good, - . Son " lasting light, 10:17: Isa, 63:16; Ps,_41:13: Isa

All pedp/es*ln one heart and mind. Voices 1.2. and B: No, not one. Prayer "Chorus 2: That wnosoever believeth on Chorus 1 and 2: And the days,of thy
Bid envy, strife, and quarrels cease: Leader 1: If through the olfense el one Pastor: 0 Lore, our God You are the Him mourning shall be ended. 1:78.79: Isa. 26:3.12: Rom. 16:26

Fill the whole world wdh heaven's _odc, e. rqany be dead: true Light, which llghteth every mah that Chorus 1: Shall not perish Leader 2: Everlasting.
Rejoice/Rejoice! Leader 2: Much more the grace of God. cometh into the world• Our Joy is in God: Chorus 1 and 2: But have eveHosting life• Chorus 1: The Lord is the true God,
Emmanuel Loader 1: And the gilt of that grace--" tnrougn our Lord Jesus Christ. by whom Leader 2: And the government shall be Chorus 2:He is the living God, "Come. Thou Long-Expected JesUs." Charles

Shallcome to thee 0 Israeli Jesus Christ " - we have now received the atonemenl, upon His shoulder. Chorus 1 ano 2: And an everlasting King. Wesley; Messiah,, George Friodrich Handel _
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iraOle SundayComeAlive,FrancisofAssisi i: M " '
. " " i '- . t " by Judy Cummins . • .

byJ KennethGrider " . .. . ..... . ... :
, Prolessor of Theology . . . .. . Domestic Engineer .

Nazarene Theological Seminary, - "

Kansas City, Missouri " " " ." ... .. • i ." . l " ' : _ " " "

you we need', Brother Francis.. people, of Calcutta. is as much o( their .children. for many of them _ 1. :: -.I_A_/ family/ and I were getting ."Debble you have been UP for. day before on "quarreling.". Not
" II. We need you in great part a saint as we have: are feeling acutely what it islike = = " i_lll ready for churchthis morn- three hours, There is no excuse that our. family needed It, with.
because'we have.such a shortage We .need you to model the life to be in want. "
of saints. We have more evange_ that is lived undividedly for,Christ, . You couldhelp us. I feel, right : - . ng. There was .th'e usual-hustle - for you not being ready." " three' teenage-Daughters we had
lists tnan. saints, more theolo- Without special regard for any of at.this timei'_'ou could help us to" .. i • and bustle to get.there on time.. ' "B(it, Morn', you ju_;t don't un- not had a (_Llarrel in at least.15
gians than saints, more of per-" the wealth that is worldly, Born to bear up under the burdens that " " . (Of course, my husband had left tiers{and." minutes, and that "was because
haps all of Christ's workers than materialweatth, you renouncea Lt we are bearing'.Y.ou are practiced . . early so. as he says, "1 can pull "Five minutes to take-off,time," they were sit(i'ng in church.
saints. - and accepted real poverty.- In- in this,-_'hile we are not. You myself together before church This time 17-yeai'-old Shelley, The children were all getting

To be a saint, we" realize, costs deed, you'pursued poverty, could show us how to wrest from begins.") I know that as a minister "Morn, surely you would not be so dressed and suddenly, spontane-
and costs and costs.' It costs be- We excite to the way in- which, these times of scarcity lessons bedoes need that extra time with cruel, to take off without my hair ously a quarrel between'the .two
c_iusethereisno.recognitioninit..yousoughttoimplement, literally, about dependence on God, about just i_eand the'rord. LJkel-say, I being dry:" l smile and say, "Just eldest begarl.'l sighed and
It costs becausea person can't be the. teachings of Jesus,--and .to putting first things { rst, about be- Know that" intellectually, but watch met" thought-as I put the Last dish in

sometimes emotionally. I feel like Finally, we areleavingl So, in a the dishwasher, I won"der if those
one without discipline, and we thewayyousought to emulate the ing thankfut for little benefits that . i .- it is a "co[5 out" because he' scurry of Bible_; purses, make- sermons had as much effect on
find it easyto neglect our spiritual i'fe that H_ himself lived. (}ome bouncing our way once n a
disciplines these days. It costs We'remember that. whet you while. Loving all of nature as you _ knows what is going to happen up, brushes, rollers, and ribbons, " our members as it did on our
because a person can't be a saint starteq the order, you called its .did. including its birds and its _i with three teenage daughters and we are in the car. AIIofasudden .family.
without relinquishing that keen- members Friars Minor, because beasts, you could help us to be _ a 10'-year-old sonto get to church, remember, "Where's Chip?". I started back to the bedroom
edged yen for the things of this.' they were to be. themselVes, alot ministered . to by its beauty i . Thirty minutes to take-off time. From the backseat comes an "to'get dressed and a miracle took
life which commandeers so r_any of ttepeoplewhowou demulate and its simplioity, and by theun- •"_Mom Crystal has the aaor "
of us. It costs because, to be one. Christ's life_ and not seek power worried fie of its animals.. : locked and won't_ let me in the exasperatedthecar for 10sigh'minutes,"l"VeMom."beenin Myplaceeldestdaughterrightin front ofi_admYwalkedeyes.
a pei'_on must enter into that self- or orestige. In 1984, the Methodists are to bathroom.'! "All right,good, now does ev- back into her sister's bedroom
naughting experience in which We recall that you di(_ no_.even, celebrate the 200th anniversary "Crystal. let your sister in."
'one really is a poor and. needy want, at first..to draw up any of their official work as a denomi- Fifteen minutes to take-off time. eryone have his/her Bible,. tithe, and said, "Debble, rm sorry I
creature..• rules for spirituar formation, for nation .i_ America. In 1983. the "Morn Crystal still won't let me in etc.? Good!" So, off we go, pray- yelled at you." And then another

We need you these days, Fran- these minor,.Iowly friars, because Nazarenes are to celebrate the the bathroom." ing on theway that the Lord will m racle happened._lt was almost
cis, to demonstrate to us what a you felt that Jesus had already 75th anniversary of their official . . : .A wall from the bathroom, somehow redeem this day. more than my heart could stand.
saint Is really [i Ke. We need you to given the rules, in His teachings, organization at. Pilot Point. Tex.. "Mom. my life is.ruined just ab- This morning seemed to'be the Debbie -replied, '.'I'm sorry too,
live out. in your daily life, the kind- and in His life. . n 1908." The year "1982 is, to us, solutely, ruined." Usual Sunday morning not too Shelley."
of concrete and costly disciple- Right now,. Fr'ancis: the poqr also an important anniversary: It" "Honey, opei_.the door so we much different from all the rest. Thank You, Lord, for giwng
ship to Christ which Isthe creden- are in our. caring concern. In is the 800tll anniversary of your can talk about As I•was sitting in church before Your; ordinat'y people extraordi-
tial of sucl_ a Christian.- ' . many nations millions o! the poor birthday--to a life of only 44 years . AS the door opens slowly tbere the.service began, I was'.thinking - nary days. This has been one for
, You did so Well'at being a saint do not go any more to their work- (1182-1226). stands 13-year-old Crystal, tears back over the morning, feeling a me/and I thank You for it. Just

that the things you said and did places.. They are not needed in We celebrate this 800th anni- streaming down her .face, "My little guilty, wondering howl could between.You and me, Lord, now
are stillinourthoughtsafterthese their work-places. And the gas _,ersary with a thankful apprecia- hair Won't curl right." " have made-it better. The I'ord it is our secret. I leel sorry for
800 years. Because of what you bills 'and other I_ills continue to tion of the k nd ;of life that you "Here, let me help yo.u." gently reminded me of the mir _. my husband because he did not
said and did, some _ave called pile .up. And tile.landlord' be- lived. We also celebrate it with :That crisis over with'we start acle that took place earlier that get to witness the miracle that
you the "second Christ:"" Some, comes anxious about his rent the hope that, if yoa cannot bless again, "Ten minutes to take-off morning. -. took place today while he was off
the "first Christian.'" Some the money. Young fathers cannot ourso-needy world asasaint who time." "Oh, Morn," cries 15;year- Our,pastor had lust preached "pulling hirnselt together" before
"last Christian." Accolades. like earn what they are accustomed to wa ks among us again, God might, old Debble, "1 will never make it." two wonderful s'ermons the Sun- church.
that would be too much for any of earning,.and tend to be discour- "gift our world with individuals .. .
us Chrlstla'ns these days. I sup- aged. Young mothers are at times who, like you. will stand in their - . . . _ . .
pos'e Mother TeresE, who rain- introducing a sound.Of wailing "littleness" ast_'Uly Christed per-
isters to the little people, the un- nto the songs they are singing to sons.
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" " " " after them. Barbara • feels guilty about asking Rich- 8. How could you bring the resources of the
.. . . . ard' to support her parents since she doesn't work. Christian faith to Richard's and Barbara's predica.

But she bitterly reasons that he owes it in return for ,ment? Whal scriptures could help? What books?
• . • . : '. ' . what she has to put up w th from his mother. " " V_/hat,Christian truths (theology} could you apply?
- - " Richard has become irritable.' nervous• and is What devotional acts would help? How could you

nursing an ulcer, The law firm's business has br,ing the church asa '._comPnunity of faith" to their
" • dipped with the economy and the boss .h'as lust rescue? What ministries in your own church are

hired his son starting him with the same rank as set up to deal with th_ kinds of problems Richard

" PASTORAL CLINIC , ,.. - . Richard. and Barbara have? Would yqu seek to involve Rich-" " Here is Richard • at 51 earning $70.000 per year. ard or Barbara in any tylSe of. service through your
• " ' .... - He should be on easy street. Everyone thinks he has church? Wh_,?

money--especially the .church finance committee.-

Case Studies for .- E]ut if belost his job, he would beunable to meet .9. Who. thatis, what persons in your own con-
current expenses four months later, gregation, did you think of wl_i e meditating on this-

•. One day RichaPd and Barbara stop by the pastor's case? If you called them today, What. would you try
. . 41 Vstudy. Do you ha e time to talk wlth.us?" he'asks, to do for them?

Analysis and Reflection ......" " " . Analysis and Reflection CASE Ih FI'TNESS FOR MINISTRY*

• .- _ 1. If you were to role-play the counseling session In" calling one evening on an attractive divorcee.
• . which begins just as the case study ends. which you respond to what you interpret as her amorous

•. - character _ould you choose !o play? Why? advances'and you embrace her for a moment. Soon

• . " • .. • . "- I. . this actis reported by her to your church board. A
ase studies ca'n often bridge the gap between as well as the cash for a washing machine and baby-. ! 2.. What.would Richard say was the "real" prob- meeting is called and you are confronted with the.

C • - lem in his life? What would Barbara say? If the pas- report of this incide_t, Some board members saythe theories.of pastoral theology and the actual furniture.
practice of ministry. Cases can De compelli.ng John,22..dropped out of college to take e n the tor 'asked them to list their three "biggest" prob- that your touching r_er in this way--the phrase used
slices of "pastoral life" which we can ehter nto to "no nukes_' cause full time, He works for a leftist -,; . " emsl what would each list? is "making "erotic overtures"--casts doubt on your

"_lest our ideas without the risk of real-life settings..newspaper(never goes to church, and seldom corn- " " moral fitness for the ministry. At the very least, they
Effective •use of case studies can have the same mumcates with his family. He married onc:e, but was 3..What do you. their counselor, think the,central say. it casts doubt on the adequacy of your judg-
value to pastors and ministerial students that a divorced six months later. , . . . probemis?_ls ther_ea central problem?, merit.
dress rehearsal can have for musicians and actors. Steve,age 20,-never got interested in high school

Thecasastudymetho¢ has a way of involving us or church. He spent his teen years tunirlg his guitar - 4..If you were to advise Rchard'and Barbara A. What would you say to the board?" " " 'about one thing they could do as a first'step:towar_ . 1.' Confess the wrongdoing to the'board, ask
at a deep level. Before we know it, we have person- and playing for a not-quite-successful rock group. . . i! . ..- . • for understanding and forgiveness from the,
alized the roles and stepped nto the soul of one or On three occasions Richard has had to bail Steve :_ .wo}'kir]g out the.problem, what would it be?
more of the characters. And that is gc)od because a •out of jail for drug possession. Two times he I:lad to : - . • , - boarci and the woman,
case stuOy is, more effective wh'en you enter the travel'mo're than 1.000 miles•'to extric.ate the youth, 5. Which of the following do you.think will hap_ -- 2. Acknowledge the indiscretion: assure the
case as fully as possible to test your insight. anal- Now he has moved into a commune. He often calls pen first in Barbara's life? In Richard's? board it willnever happen again:
ysts, character, and ministry style, home for money and if Richard and Barbara don't a. Inlti_lte a divorce - ". • " - 3:1Suggest that she misinterpreted my inten-

Case studie_should not be looked upon as rater- kick in. he threatens to cut Ofl communication for- ,b: Be divorced by the spouse .... tions, which were simply to show warmth
esting little detective stories •to be figul'ed out. ever or totake.up drug dealing if their hard-hearted c. Suicide " and concern..d. Nervous breakdown __ 4. Indicate my strong feeling that she in creat-
Rather, real!y analyze the case. ask yourself what selfishness keeps them from sending money, e. Serious physical illness . . Ing a tempest In a teapot over a totally in-

_/ou would do, not merely what one ought to do, in David,. 17, is a bit unusual He goes to church slgrllfleanl action.
the situation. In each case explore what you learr_ed sometimes. He is also "into" poetry, and yoga. He is f..Run away; that is, just disappear- g. Begin drinking - 5, Deny the action, suggesting she seems to
about _,ourself. very thin and seldom eats. He goes to a private h. Other - _- be projecting her own problems upon me.

Analysisand reflection on cases can be profitalole Chri_;tian high school. But Richard is worried, be- "t " " " Other. (Please describe.)
for Individual stuoy, But they work.best in small cause Davit thinks Anita Bryant !S "perfectly awful." " " • -
groups. You may want to use one of the following He plans to enter "a Chr st an college in a few 6. Think o'f your Sunday morn.rag -service "last",' '
cases in your next fellowship meeting with other months_ The tuition alone is $1,500 _)eryear. Work? Week. Mentally review the music, prayers, ,an- B. What.was your objective or ;)ur:pose in answer-
ministers in your area. David wouldn't know how. Richard will find the nouncements, and particularly\the Sermon. Sup- ing"A" as you did?

money'someway, pose Richard and Barbara had-attended. What
CASE: h RICHARD AND BARBARA Rlchard's father is dead. His mother;age 79. has would Richard's/Barbara's response have been to .

Richai'd and Barbara were married in 1952. Bich- moved ,in with him and Barbara. A great many the various elements of the service? Would. their C. What was your rationale or.underlyi'ngtheory i_
ard is 51.years old,. Barbara, 50_ Richard is a lawyer tensions have resulte¢ Richard's mother feels quite response be
and earns $70.000 p_r year. Barbara h•as_been a free to criticize Barbara. After a clash she {the - a. boredorn e. inspiration answering "A ''and'B'' as yoU did?

"housewife all these years and has given her ener- mother) locks herself in her room and won't talk to b. disgust " f, relief- encouragement-

g es.to raising their four children, anyone but her son. Richard thinks that if Barbara c. guilt feelings 'hgl'.depression _ " " •
The oldest child is Kathy.'25. She has a degree in were "truly Christian" about the whole thing most" d. anger . .
ementai;y education from a Christian college, but of the trouble would be avoided. . i.

can't get a job. Her husband LSin law school and - " Barbara's parents are both alive, but they are _n • CASE IIh YOU AREN'T LIKE
has to give. full time to his studies. Richard has very poor health. Theycan no longer care for them- • 7, if you were. to prepare a service for next THAT--ARE YOU?*
"given" and ':loaned" {he no longer knows whether selves. They want to move ihto a retirement corn: -- Sunday with them in mind, what elements would you In your "get acquainted" calls on the parishioners
the funds forwarded are gifts orloans) them money munity, but it is so expensive that it is almost out of builU into the ser_,ice? What would your sermon title of your first church, you are visiting with an elderly
many times. They had to have a car. When the first the question. Even the ordinary nursing homes in be? -'" man who has been an active membeF and leader in
baby came .there was no hosp!talization. Richard the "area are outrageously high priced. So RIcha[d : the church for many ye.ars. He says, _'Pastor,.I have.
had to come up withlthe'money for the hospital bill and Barbara have hired a .housekeeper- to o_k (continued on page 63)
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• • "_ subjected it to "futility" ("vanity," KJV). Matthew to the groaning of the believer, The wording evinces
Black writes: "what is 'futile' in the Biblicat.sensa is a degree of surpr se thatgroaning should be part of
what Is 'without result,' 'ineffective.' 'something that" "the believer's lot. The tbne of verse 23 is brought.out

" . n

. . .: . . . doesnot reach the end for which it was created, j• by some such rendering as the following: "And not
- " ..... The wor.d is here used .of the disappointing'and only tt_e creation but even we ourself/as, although

fit " frustrating character•of present existence.'" Paul we have the first fruits. • that is, the gift of the Spirit,TheMinistryoftheSpi " _robably has tn mind here the cursing of the,earth " we also groan within ourselves." lf it'is, possibleto
.' '. : : • • I by God In Gen. 3:17-18.as Part of the penalty Of expect too little of the redemptive work of the Spirit,

• - .- : man's sin. in consecuent:e of which the earth, in- it is aso p(_ssible to expect too much. Some such
stead of sustaining man (Gen. 1:28-30) would frus- exaggerated expectation may" under ie this )_erse:

,k,, ,.,,oHm"u. .yDra-er ,irate and finally devour him: "In the aweatof Tour the expectation for example, that resurrectioh Per--
• " .- " " f0ce you shall eat bread till you return to the ground; fectionwas presently _vailable and all t.he believer's

• . for out of it you were taken; you are dust. and to problems are •resolved at a- stroke. Paul firmly
... . dust.you shall .return" (Gen. 3:19). This is further scouts .any such suggestion, pointing to three

' By Alex R. G. Deasley " elaborated in Rom. 8:21 as "bondage to deday.'! relevant facts . - ,.
Creation is enslaved by decadence.so that every- 1..Possession of the Spirit does notmean that re-

- " " " / thing she produces contains the seeds of its own demption has been realized n its fullness. In the Old

Scripture: "And in the same way the Spirit also him in order that we may also be glorified.with him," .!" destruction:herkissuponhersuffering sthekssof

helpsusinourweakness;forwedonot_nowhowto It is against • this mingled setting of suffering apd death. The Hebrew' word underlying the Greek Testamant and in Judaism c0ntemporary with Pau
pray as we should, but the Spirit himself intercedes glory that verses 18.-39 are developed. Life In .the "futility" denotes'"breath", or "vapoLJ r". in the sense., theoftheSpiritNewwaSAgeregarded(Ezek.36:26-27;asthe markjoelpar2:28_29:excellenceActs
for us with .unuttered groanings; and 'God who Spirit is not painted only in gilded colors: darker " Of that which is frail and fleeting. 2:16-'[8}. It-was therefore to be inferred' from the
searches our hearts knows what is the mind of the shades are present',too. Even.the age of the Spirit is _ It is all of these -ideas that Paul gathers togeth- presence of the Spirit in the hearts of the believers
Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints a m xed age and if•His m nistry is to have reality, it '_ " er in verse 22: "We know that the whole creation, that the New Age had come (Rein. 8:9-16). It did
in accordance with God's will" (Romans 8:26-27)._ must take. account of the somber .as well as the . has been groaning in travail togeth,er until now." All not follow, however that because the New Age had
I. BACKGROUND • brighter patches. It is against such a background . . of the aspects expressive of nature s h:ustratlon and been .inaugurated it had also been consummated.

The verses (_LJoted stand out with e ce('tain dis- that Paul sees'the Spirit's ministry in prayer. " i: futi ity-he concentrates within the single image Of a The Spirit was but the firstfruits.that, like His cQun-
tinctness from their context as constituting the sole II; FROM BACKGROUND TO ExEGESIs " , .. woman in the pangs of childbirth--straining, labor- terpart in the Temple offerings, was but the pledge
reference {o prayer in the sustained argument con- We may turn now to the exegesis of verses 26-27. " • - ing; groaning to bring forth. As Sanday and Head- of the full gift that was yet to be giyen ( Exod. 23:19:
tained-in Rein. 1:18--8:39.F It.is hardly surprising, This is possible only against the backdrop of their ' lam vividly express it: "[Paul] seems to lay his e8r Deut. 18:4). For this reason even those who pos-
therefore, tha_tsome English versions 'j set them off immediate cbnte'xt, which begins at verse 18. This. to the earth and the conf_Jsed murmur which he sassed the Spiritstill groaned within themselves. As

• from their surroundings as an independent pars- section appears to have three active subjects: the hears has'a meaning for him:.it is creation'S yearn- Barrett puts it: "Possession of the Spirit is a great
graph, The queatioll as to what prompted Paul to creation va_es 18-22), the believer (v'erses 23-25), " i.hg for that happier state intended f0rit and of which privilege, but t is not God's final gift, .for which
speak of ;)rayer specifically at this point will occupy and the Spirit (verses 26-27); a_qd a I are invotved it has been defrauded;"_ Christians still look eagerly forward, ''_

us later; our immediate concern is to determine the n the same activity: groaning. Th'e creation groans 'i But' there is another side to nature's anguish. If. " "general background in which the specific exam _)les (verse 22); the believer groans (verse'23) add the " against her will (indeed as the direct result of man's 2. That for which Christians look forward is adop-
might be placed. Without attempting a thorough Spirit groan_ (verse26).Sincethe Spirit's ministry :_ willed'choice of evil) she has been subjected to tion as God's sons. There isevidenttension i[i Paul's
treatment.of the eighth chapter, it will suffice to draw in prayer is to Intercede for us by groaning, we shall ii. futility, then her union.with man i_ his ruin brings thought at this point. In vers_ 14• he has just af-
attention to two features which provide the general best •underst'and this if we approach'it In the light of with It-the posslbilityf nay, the certainty, of union with firmed that •those who .are led by the Spirit are
guidelines for interpretation, the groaning of the creatron ancl the groaning of the him In .his redemption. Her destiny is bound up with God's sons: n verse 15 he has assured his Roman
1. Romans 8 Is fi'equently (and not unfairly) de- believer, his, one way or another, Thus, she awaits with des- reade[s that they have received the.Spirit of adop-
scribed as Paul's' classic treatment of .life in the . A. The.Groa'ning of iha Creation (verses 18-22) peration the revealing of the Sons of God ' 10r she tion; while in verse 16 he has asserted that the Spirit
.Spirit. In. particular, the eighth chapter stands n The passage begins by placing alongside eacl_ -knows that the moment ortheir transmutation into bears witness with our spirit that we are children of
marked contrast to the sixth for while both deal other a somt?er statement of fact and a sober affir- the" divine likeness will be the moment Of her own God. Clearly, while present adopt.ion is real, it is

transformation (verse 19). If she has been sub- partial and incomplete.'with sir:nllar themes--deliverance from the law of mationof faith. On the one side are "the sufferings
•sin, and d_ath (6:12-19: 8-2-4), and the new.life of of this present time": on the other "the glory which ordinated to) the law of decay and corruption, she
righteousness and holiness (6:4, 8:11, 22-23; 8:10, shall be revealed in [not merely to]" us" (KJV)i and has been subordinated in hope, add .hope.is the. 3. The essence of adoption is final acceptance into
12-13)--the Spirit is unmentioned in chapter six these are con'nected by the confident assertion that next,of-kin to faith, by which we a_;e saved (verse God's family of,which the redemption of the body is
while He is mentioned repeatedly n chapter eight, the former.ar_ not fit to be compared with the latter." 24). The substance of that hope is that"the bondage the copingstone. We are not full-fledged members
It is this preoccupation with the Spirit in chapter The key word here is revealed, a term that is picked of decay" will be replaced by the emanc_ pation that of God's f0mily until-we bear the family likeness, and
eight thai'constitutes the frame of reference within up in verse "19_nd becomes the springboard for consists in "the liberty of the glory of the children of this.we do not do so long as we are in bondage to
whicll Paul speaks of the Spirit's ministry in various Paul's descriptfon of the groaning of'the creation in God" (my translation). ;['he key word is g!ory. It is Spiritdecay'then,H°weVerwearemUChneitherWearefully_p°sse_sednor'finally bYsavedthe
areas of the Christian life. verses 19-22, In these verses--to echo Dodd's this perfection of the_image of God of whicn all men until the last'day. God's redam pti0n is coe:<tensive

2. While Paul here emphasizes the freedom and life phrase--Paul "speaks.with the vision of a poet: ''_ As "'I " " fall short (3:23)'; it is in the hope of the full restora-
which theSpirit brings (8:2-4, 6), he is evidently .in the Old Testament. where.so often the natural tlon .of this thai we rejoice (5:2); and it is in the with the destruction wrought by sin, and since this
concerned that.he not overstate his case. Even life order.of creation:is personified--the earth being . liberation of the sons of God into this full:orbed has marred God's material .creation, Including
in the Spirit has a'shadow (:ast over it: the shadow of said to mourn .(Isa.,•24:4-7) or the trees- to rejoice freedomthat the crest on sees her own momenf of man's body, redemption remains Incomplete until

" . _ the created order including man.is Wholly renewed.

decay and death. "But if Christ is In you, although (Isa, 55:12)--so here Paul n a v vid mage sees na- emancipation'(8:21). In the .absence of this renewa_ we groan, just as
your I_odies are dead because of sin, your.spirits ture" as craning Its neck (to translate literally) as It While Paul writes much in these verses of the the creation groans: Paul gives no Immediate li-
ars alive because of. righteousness" (8:10). Even if waits expectantly for the revealing of the sons of groaning of creation, it is not a groaning untouched lustration of •this"here, but in 2 Cor. 6:1-10 he uses
the prevailing emphasis Is upon spiritual life. the Gee whose destiny is yet to be fully revealed. There by hope, a night followed by no day, a ooom without paral el. language to speak of the fear of dying, "In
fact tha;t our bodies are doomed to death {which .is s no doubt n Paul's mind that we.are already God's . promise of release; rather the fingers of dawn are this present body we do indeed groan; we yearn to
probably what verse lob ',means) is in the back- children (verse 16) _ut we have not yet received our the significant feature even if.one has to crane the have our.heavenly habitation put on over this one--

_ound, like the deep bass era symphony. Again, full Inheritance: we are "heii's;' (verse 17); but our .neck and screw the•eyes in order to detect their first in the hope that,-being thus clothed, weshall not
_ vers'e 17, the rising tide of privilege depicted by full sonship is yet to be revealed, and only when glimmer, find ourselves naked. We groan indeed, we who are
Paul: "If children then heirs, heirs of God and fellow this happens Will creation find fulfillment. B. The Groaning of the Believer'(verses 23-25) enciosed within this earthly frame; we are op-
heirs with.Christ,", falls away for a moment as Paul• The exact nature of this fulfillment Paulnow spells From the, groaning of the creation Paul turns next pressed because we do not want. to have the old
inserts the-qualificatlon: "provided we suffe[with out, The problem of the created order is that God
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body stripped off. Rather our desi re is to have the for, that is. the content of the prayer• The phrase in bridges the language*barrier, or oerhaos still more too weak always to know what God's will is. but only
new body put on over it/so that our mortal part may verse 27 regarding praying according to God's will Bptty, the one who converts into sound the mes- if when•God searches our hearts He tiods himself
be absorbed into life immortal" (2 Cor. 5:2'-4. NEB). would seem to favor the latter-'The recurrent prob- sage of .the mute'. The Spirit at work .within' our there: And this He,has Fade•possible:by giving us
In the absence of this. however, the believer groans lem in praying is knowing.what it is best to ask for.. spirits interprets ou_: unspoken desires to God VJho His- Spirit who (among other things)'helps us with• . r ,

but finds assurance in the indwelling Spirit whom Herein may lie the answer to the question frequently ts Sp r t thereby closing the circuit of communica- our prayers. Dodd comments acutely: "This pro-
God has given as_ guarantee (verse 5). , raised-as to wh_ the example of weakness that Paul - " • t)on. found conc'eption of prayer as the divine in us ap-

To" return now to Romans .6: Paul concludes this chooses to speak of Is prayer. "Poss'bly, ' suggests
sequence by asserting that the hope of such a final Barrett, "because prayer is the most elementary of II1: EROM EXEGESIS TO EXPOSITION pealing to.the God above .us is of a piece with
transformation is,the hope in which we were saved religious duties: we are so weak that we do not even It is a trulsn_ that there is no one way in which a inPaUl'SwhichWh°letheconceptiondivineinitiative°ftheChristianisdisplayedlifeat_Severy°ne-r. a

(verse 24). The-statement is remarkable as con- know how to pray. - In general sense this may be passage must be treated homiletically to the exclu-
taining an element of paradox: P,aul speaks of sal- the explanation. H()wever. a more particular form of sign of all others. Romans 8:26-27. our primary point."-'" Our very instinct to pray is the gift of the
vation as a past event ("we were sayed"): and .yet that explanation may underlie Paul's choice of _x- " " focus of LnterestZ could very appropriately be prevenient graceof God. And Hewho inspires,us•to
with a future reference ("in hope"). As Barrett ample, riamely his own experience of prayingtOr " preached upon on the lines of the exegesis offered pray by His Spirit. instructs and ass sts us to pray
expresses it: "we have not been saved absolutely, the removal of his thorn in the flesh whereas it was in Section I1. C above• that is. by taking the four by thatsame Spirit, -
but only in hope, "_'Yet to say we are saved tn hope God's will to give him strength to bear _t (2 Cor. statements in the order in which they. Come. How- Piayeris the soul's sincere desire. " " •
is not to say we hope we are saved: it is to say that 12:8-9_. That is a per-fect instance of ignorance in - " ever..what to Paul isa passing illustration may be a
we were saved with the confident expectation that prayeP.' •should we: pray for the removal of. our burning question in the spirittJal life of some ChriS- .Uttered or unexpressed. ' ....
the salvation God had begun in us He is able .to burdens_or should we pray for strength to be&r tian. and co_JId thereforeG_ approached profitably- The motion of a hidden tirethem? LtJther wr()te: "It is not a bad but a good s gn - from that angle. Such an approach might yield the That trembles in. the breast. . . .
bring to completior_ (Rom. 5:2-5): Hope is thus Prayer•is the burden of a sigh, -
linked not only to faith• but also to continuance: "It if the opposite of what we pray f_r appears tO hap- following• . " , .The falling of.a tear, ," " "
we hope for wtlat we do not see. we wait for it with pen. Because God's counsel .and will far excel • How Prayer Achieves Its Goal 7_he.uPWard glancing of an eye
patience" (verse 25). To quote Barrett again: "To ours."_' , " • " "
live-as.a Cnristian is to walk by faith, not by sight 2. A descMption of the answer ,(verse 26o)" "The " I. When. Our. Weakness Is Admitted (verse 26b) When none but God is near• . ,Not everything that cramps or inhibits.our spiri- " .Prayer is thesimplest form of speech
(2 Cor. V. 7) to find the meaning of life in God's Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too tual.life is sih: some of it is. Weakness, This arises That infant lips can try;
future, rather than'inthe present."t deep for words"'(NASB). Paul does not say that the, " not from the will. but from the unredeemed body: •'Prayer the sublimest strains that reach

•C. The Groaningof the Spirit (verses 26-27) " Spirit groans: it is we wholgroan in the frustration of . . mperfect Understand ng, m perfect recollechon the The majesty on high.
The pinnacle of •Paul's progression of thought is our ignorance.in knowing what to- pray for, But the " fluctuation of feeling, imperfect•performance. It al-

reached'.in the verses that are our particular con- Spirit catches up our inarticulate groa0ings into His tects e_et_ prayer, The work of the'Spirit in such Prayer is,the Christian's vital breath,
corn. The c¢eation groans'for emancipation: believ-, own unuttered groanings.-He has no need to s peak matters is not to cleanse but to heJp, and He is gwen The Christian's native air, .-" • " • •
ors groan" for redemption: and the S plrit catches up for God "knows what'is the mind of the Spirit" (verse . , especially/to help us m our prayer-life• It is interest- His watchword atthe gates of death;
the groaning of God's children .and" makes it His 27) without having to be told. The suggestion made ing that the term spirit is used four times in verses He enters heaven with prayer.
own. Althougn the word grdanings does not occur from time to time and championed vigorously of
until the end of verse 26 it s a fair inference that late by Ernst'K_[semann_'that Paul is referring tO " " ' 26-27 and not at ,all elsewhere iq verses18-39. This O Thou.by whom we come to God.• . - • •underscores me special role of the Spirit in prayer: " The Life, the Truth, the Wayt
the idea was in Paul's mind from the start: the first speaking in tongues as a prayer language conse- a role we do not •always allowIor. The first steo m The path of prayer 7_hyself hast trocl_
clause, of the sentence: "the Spirit helps us". is quently does not tit.either the context or the words, prayer is _o admit that "we do not know how to pray Lord! teach us how to pray..: ._
balanced and elaborated by the third: "the Spirit "Th& point is," salts Bari'ett. "that commumon be- - as we'ought." and to open our hearts to the Spirit's • . .
intercedes for us." Taking verses 26 and 27° as'.a tween Spirit [-filled worshipper} a0d God is. im- '
whole we have a generalized introductory statement . mediate and needs no spoken word. 'u_'Or to_ L_ote .. : assistance, NOTES

John A. T. Robinson: "The Spirit takes |hem [i.e., I1. When His Assistance Is Accepted (verse 26c) 1.Author'sIranslahon.A otherSototureauolallonsare_'rornRSV(verse 26a) followed by three explanatory state- unlesanotedotnerwlse
ments: a definit On of. the need ,(verse 26b). a our groanings] up. and turns them ihto prayers. "]'he Spirit intercedes for us." The fundamental 2 Theotherreferencesto arayern [noeplslleare 1:9:10:1:12.12:
descrl otlon of the answer (verse 26c), and an expla-. " PrevioUs English •versions attribute the groans or thing in prayer is not eloquence, nor understanding; 15:30Onlymem_roentersnIotheteach-g ofIheepistl#,thedinersare
nation of the result (verse 27). We may consider the sighs to the Spirit• w_'icb is not easi y ntelligible, nbr length: nor decibel level, but oneness with the autob,ograoh,ca_
passagealong these lines. Rather, it _s'our groanings which the Spirit makes Spirit., Hence we are not to fear our feebleness, or 3. E.g MoBag..RSV.NIV

" 4. C, H Dodd The Eoislle ot Paul to the Romans .The Mo#att New

The:introductory statement constitutes the bridge his own: He. actually uses our groans as prayers.", _""• . _incoherence, or even our silence. Euther_ees these TestamentCommentary,LOndon:Harper&Bros..19321D 133' " , very things as our. invitation:to God•to dofor and .5 KJV_smlsta,enmrenaermgGreek'ktlsis'a_creaue reverse10
between what precedes andwhat follows: "Likewise In substance then. Pau s answer s that in the too- . •
the Spirit helps us in our weakness" (verse 260). ments of our deepest frustration in prayer: Wheri through us what.we cannot do for ourselves in the ¢_sbeyon(:l¢nthisqersed°Ut)tForlnat'adlscusslon:=aulis r_terrmgofthet°detailsmecrealedseeC E°rderB,Crahfleld:apartfrom/_Cr ca and Exegetical Commentary on Iha-Epl_tle to the Romans _The
The term weakness seems to refer both bac _ward we are frustrated into incoherence ane even silence, " " " same way that marble or clay are an invitation to man
to those oc(:asions 0f" groaning in the believer we are not alone. The Soirit is interceding through the artist to create, a work of art. "The fitness of InternationalCnllca/Gommenta_,Edinburgh:Clark.1975).1411t
which arise fron_ his only partially'redeemed body; our very incoherence• the i:naterial is. as it were. an unfelt prayer for the 5. nomansINewCentur_Bible: LondorMarshall Morgan. andform which the artistunderstands anc fulfills as he Sod,.1973t.do 121.22. " -7 W. Sandav and A C. Headlam, A Cr_tzcal an_ c_xeoehcal Corn-

and forward to the specific,instance of weakness 3. An explanation of the result (yerse 27). "And he gets ready to make what in its suitablenes's it longs .mantarvontheEptstletotheRomanslrhelnte_nat_onalCnhcalCommen-

that Paul is about to discuss• namely, weakness in wh.o searches the hearts of men knows what is the for, So also God comes upon our feeling and tarv: Edinburgh: Clark,5tOEdd_on,1908);to.212
prayer. Paurs-general affirmation Is that. amid such mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for thinking and sees what we oray for, what we are fit 0 C.K Batrett. ACommenta_fontheE#istletoiheRGman_ tHareersNew Testament Commentaries. New York: HarDer and'now, 1957),,p 167

infirmities, the Spirit helps us. According.to Sanday the sa nts according to the will of God." The desired . for. and.what we long for. And then he grants the 0 Barrett.Romansp.167
and Headlam _ the Greek word translated "helps" result isachieved: prayer in keeping with the will of prayer and ne proceeds to shape us into the form to. Barrett•Romans.o,_168. -
=s an emphatic form. of "a term•that means "to take God. And verse 27'explains how this comes about: his act has planned/' =" Hence. say Sanday and ft. SandayandHeadlam.Romans.P.21312. Barrotl. Romans. p, 168.

hold of at the side so as tc support"; the same term God Who searches mer_s hearts [Jer. 17:10) knows Headlam, "the verse contains a statement which the 13 MarhnLutherLecturesonRomansTranslaledandeditedb_Ed-
IS used in Luke 10:40, n our frailty the Spirit . without words what the Spirit means; that is, knows unready of speech may well lay to heart, that. all helmPauck(LdRary"of Christina.Clas_.cs:Philadelphia:Westmmsler
moves alongside us to help us. Paul now spells that (which is preferable translation to "because") prayer need not be formulated, but that the most Press.1961LD.240.• 14 Commentary on Romans [Grand Raotds: Eerdmans Pubkshcng
out more precisely what he has n mind. and we any prayer the Spirit offers will accord with the.,', inarticulate desires (springing from a right motive) co., 1980),top239-43Foravgoouscr_=(zueofKesemannseeCran-
turn next to h s three exp anatory ,_;tatements. divine will. To quote Di': Robinson again: "There Is may have a shape and a value given to them beyond be=d.Commetftary_nRomans.oo.421-24. . . " •

", 1. A definition.of the 'need (verse 26b) "We do not an Identity between God and the Spirit and an at- anything that is present and definable to the con- _5 Barrett.Romans,p.168 .16 Johrt A. "[ Robinson. Wrestkng wan Romans (Philadelphia'. West-

know how to pray as we ought.Y The Greek Is finity or rapport between the Spirit and our spirits sc_ousnesm_._, minsterPress,1979I,_ 104 " -
somewhat more ambiguous than RSV and other (cfTverse 16). and this is the secret of Christian . t7 Rob,nsonRoman_,plO4(myltalicsl18 Luther. LeCtures"On Romans, _. 243

English translations, leaving it unclear whether the prayer. Christian prayer.has God on both sides of III, When His Intention Is Accomplished (verse 27) ..... . 19 Sanda_'ondH_adlam. Romans o_ 213-14, " "

prob em is ignorance of how to pray; that is, how to "the relationship. '"_ Or to put it otherwise: the Spirit God's ntention and purpose in our praying is
• put the words together: or ignorance of what to pray s the.inter preter of Christian prayer, the one who that'we pray in keeping with His will. This is pos- 20 Dodd.Romans.p t36sible, hot on the basis of our understanding that is 21.JamesMo_tgornery.t771-1054
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ExP .SEo 0u,o.s WORKSHOP• ..

15yP_ul Fitzgerald ..... ,. . , • ." .

Administrative Assistant ., -. . _ .
for Pensions and Benefits Services - " I

Church. of the Nazarene I
. - : -. . ! . • .

_legardless of how your church reimburses you has 60,000 miles of business use at t'he.max=mum
n for business mileage, how you handle your car standard mileage rat_ the automobile is considered
expense deduction Qn .your tax return can.make a fully depreciated, andonly the lower stamdard'mtle-
significant impact on.your tax liability• In past years, age rate applies for miles thereafter. This. 60,000
you were able to.alternate between .using the actual mile rule is effective for all tax years after.1979,and
expense method or the standarcl mileage rate in " iswithout reference to the age of the vehicle.
figur.ing your. auto expense deductionS. However, ' Using special rules allowing "expensing in lieu of . _"
when you filed your 1981tax return you discovered ACRS" may provide an even larger.tax benefit for
that much.of the rex bility:of the past is r_ow .gone. vehicles placed in serviceafter 1981. Under these
If.you purchased a car in 1981, you have an entirely ruies, a taxpayer can treat.a limited amount of the
new way to figure the depreciation under.the actuat cost of the vehicle a_s a currently deductible ex-
expense method called Accelerated Cost RecOvery pense. Beginning in 1982 and 1983, the deduction is
System (ACRS}. $5,000 of the cost of the vehicle; for 1984 and 19.85,

You may wish to continue-to use the standard the limit is $7,500: 'and for: 1986 and thereafter.
milea'ge rate method to compute your deduction on _' $10 00O. Assuming the facts in the previous illus-
Form 2106. While this is the least complicated since (ration, you would be able to deduct in 1982 $5 000
you are only. required to keep a record of the of the $8,000 cost a8 a current deductible expense
business miles traveled it may cost you additional and $600 under ACRS ($3,000 X 80% X 25%) plus
taxes you qould avoid by using the'actual expense take an investment tax credit (a dollar for dollar
method or the new expensing method in lieu of an reduction of income taxes) of.$180 ($3,000 X 6%).
ACRS, A new or used car Purchased by a minister for.

The ACRS.method of figuring depreciation" will cnurch business during a tax year may qualify
a ow you to deduct the following percentages of forinvestment tax credit. Using th e A.CRS rules for
yourcost basis for a car blaced In serv!ceafter 1980 three year property the taxcredit is 6 bercent of .
(regardless of the month placed in service): 1st the cost _asis of the car (reduced by any expensing
year• 25 percent;'.2nd year, 38 percent; 3rd year, in.lieu of ACRS as above). This is a one-time tax
37 percent• For example, if you purchase¢l a car credit (dollar for dollar reduction.of income tax) for
without a trade-In that cost $8,000, placed it in ser- that vehicle, which may be better than a deduction.
vice as late as"December,.and used it 80 _ercent Should the vehicle be sold prior to the end of the
for business.mileage, your first.year's depreciation •three-year period, only part of the investment tax
_leductlon under ACRS would be $1,600 ($8,000 X credit must be returned; the full amount is no longer • . . . . . , • .
80%X 25%), If the percentage of use (80 percent) lost as in the prior law. . ;'._," , " ,

remained the same for all three years, the deduc- The tax consequences of using an automobile for •....

ERMON OUTLINEStions for the following year would be $2.4S2, and for church business has becom e .more complicated un- 6 S .• . " " , ..

the third year, $2,368, or,a total of $6,400; If the der the new tax. laws. However, for ministers who . . . ..

7 SERMON "
percentage of business use changes In subsequent who are willing to keep carefu records and-care-
years, you must refigure the basis for depreciation, fully .analyze their expected automobile expenses. ILLUSTRATIONS . .
There is also an alternate-ACRS method under there isa very;clear opportunity to redu_,e'lncome " " ....

MANUSCRIPT " " "SERMONwhich you may use a straight-line method over a taxes by making the appropriate choices• The right 1 "
recovery period of 3, 5, Or 12.years. choice can only be the result of kr_owing the rules .. •

The IRS has als0 ch_ngedsome of the rules with and how they apply: ",. • , • . - * .

. respect to how'the atar)dard mileage deduction can " .....
"be used. The maximum mileage rate s only avail- [The information contained In this article is of a general nature. It ts not. , • - " . . •

(_lfered as _lpaciflc legal or tax _'advlco." Each church and mdlwduat . . . "' •

able on the first 15,000 miles per year with a re- 0.ourd evaluate their own un[due sltuahon in _onsultatlon with tilelr I_aro" , , , . . ' :' • ,duced amount thereafter; After the taxpayer's.car sOnal legal anti tax advisors ] : .
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.'_/_.('"_ when we seeK" Him wnh our wnole may take the neighbor's life 2. That God Is Self-sufficient ---

• - _ heart, soul, mind. and strength mat too, The Inquisition. centuries (a) God depends on no one-- -

" we find H_m Until then we are ago. got rid of somebad wood. He is able to take care of

by Phil Metc_lfe 5ERMO_ OUTLINES merely play.ng games, but ,t also ripped out walnut in himself. That is G_ite un-

. the arocess, true, of us--we depend on
conclusion: This s/arable challenges oxygen matter• light, neat

Phoenixville Pa. NOT EVERYTHING'S us to look uo for a momenl gravity, other people• God
COMING UP ROSES lrom the battle to check our depends on'no one.

" .r (t_) God does not need"'wor-
" Preaching Portion: Matt 13:24-30-. ammunition, and to listen.• -- "And at harvest time..." The shipers, nor our glory, nor . -,

'CHILD ABUSE ing th'e atmospnere, warmth• avoid ae_/ kind el emotional close- our Iove..There is love in , -
light, and nourtshmenl we ness wltll fami,, or fr=ends.•'Where . . Introduction: This parable tells us 'issue of good and evil will not

"Preaching Portion: 1 Pet. 2:2-3 need to grow up. . . n the world nave you been? Can't that evil Is not just here, but here to forever be left unsettled: The . theus.HeG°dheaddoesn'tapartevenneedfr°m i . '.
• " " " . defenders• God gives us"

Theme: A Message After Christmas 4 Chumnes need not b3 ;:)erlect you even tell what time it is?" These sciousnessStayuntil "thatofevilday'"lsMan'Soneof-theC°n" weedShavenotaretakenPlentifUl0ver,bUtGodtheYhas
_n order to be effective-- games are played m countless wonders ol his being, Jesusestab- set a deadline None can get the privilege of helping,

Introduction: Child abuse is not a greenhouses may have a few homes anC ofhces They keee . lishes the nnocence of. our Heav- away with mui:der forever. So. honoring, glorifying Him. .•
very pleasant subject to mention, broken windows yet still give things m an uproar, only Father by saying "an enemy life ts not forever unfair• nor * "But. if we don't• He is not -
especially after Christmas when so the protectiona ol_nt needs. Jesus was saying nero that: : - hath done this while men.slept•" forever unreconciled deorived thereby. He.is no

much goodwill .has filled the mr 5. Christians who "neglecl rne MANY PEOPLE DIDN'T •WANT _ Evil is something spawned while less glorious, than o_fore.
,i Yet incidents of parental neg oct church will suffer from expo- 'GOD IN ANY WAY. SHAPE, OR kindrtess and goodness napped. ., no less Gee None of this

and pnysical aouse of children are sure ....... Part•of. sin's secret is found tn _ threatens our value: the - .: "
on me rise: Billboards aopear say- FORM IN THE BEGINNING GOD reason we have value is . .
ng. 'It shouldn't hurt to be'a child•" IlL TRAINING 1. John the.Baptist was strict as.: " • " sleeping men. ..

: HOspital signs read: "Who wpuld' l.,Mar_/ and .Joseoh trained Je- colic iluneral type)• and. pod- Finding weeds among the roses Preaching Portion: Gem 1:1 that He,ci_eated us.
naris httlech d?':.There:sanomer sus--in language, manners, "plesald he must be mad (or wheat) is an everyday expe- Theme:A Message on the Nature of Ill. THATGOD IS ETERNAL
kind of potonbal child abuse for us " the Scriotures. . 2 Jesus was oyous, bright'(wed-, rlence. NO field or•endeavor [s a God 1" Ps 9O:l--"Lore. you have ',
to t6ink aooul too:. Christ child . 2 Athletes• secretaries, armies ' " .ding type), and men called field of roses only or grain only• So_ " " " been our dwell ng place
abuse• spiritual child abuse; We. cooks :musicians train, Him every name, they could what pro we going to do when we Introduction: These sJmele but pro-
are like new p;trents if Chri'st has 3. AS Christians we,need training think or. . .. . discover me weeds? ]his parable found words are among.the great- tnroug bOUt all ge notations"
oeen born into our hearts. The r7 prayer, worsmp/Iove, and 3 f. it's stern• they say "fire and " cautlons" us to: est ever penned. The words not . (NIV). This means that:" " oniy astonish; mey instruct bpm (a)'God can De trusted to be

. child ls ours to take and rear. Sure- obedJehce naroaswhere un- brimstone•" If t's kind .they I. LEARN TO LIVE WITH IMPER- pos=hvel¥ ant negatively. Certs n as He reveals himself--He
_y, no father or mother, in qis/her ders anding and mastery do say "effeminate." TO Jesus =t " dOeS not- forget, nor" ma-
right mind would want to abuse this not lust nappf_n or come nat-: was comparable to children .. . .. . FECTIONS things about God are'excluded and ....Thereare no perfect people, per- certain things a_'e taught: lure or change' His mind.
privilege, Here's the earadox--we urally. " " playing games• .. fect mstriuhons, or perfect sit- . He is immutable. - : _"
are newoorn in Christ too and need" 4. There is a cost of discmlesh=p " • : us(iOns. . I. THE WORDS._IN THE BEGIN- _: fb,I Go(I is.inescapable. If ' : '
to crave pure. spiritual milk to to acmevea me,_ningfurmatu- II. IT IS "I['IME FOR THOSE WHO
grow up m our salvation. ". rity. REGARD RELIGION AS A GAME 1. There are no perfect churches. NING GOD..." EXCLUDE: some people could just get. .. " •- 2. There are no-perfect pastors• 1 ]'he Religions of Atheism--if "=rid of Him or escape Him.

• -. TO GROW UP 3..There are no perfect homes. God .was 'in the beginning " they would. But He_s there
AS fragile newborn infants we Conclusion: Let's treat with care me 1. Religion is not something thai " 4. _rhere are no _orfect dOS. men God exists " " --in the first ptlrase of the :;

nave severs nee_ls: new life God has gwen us. Let's not uses many.people, but some--

I.' FOOD be guilty of spmtua child, aouse, tnmg they ,use.to get ahead or " II. APPEARANCES ARE DECEIV- 2. --whlchThePhilosophYs_iysthat°fmatterMator_aliSmisaa ;" . firstLhtheb°°klast°fpnrasoSCripture0fandthe
1. Without orooer food .adults Let's look at our own basic growth get cheered uo. or get a '=ttle " . " " ING

- can die in weeKs: infants wlthin needs:, such, as food. protection, relief from guilt• . . ., 1- .What looks like wheat often thatbeingslSinandthoseidentifieSterms;therehUmanls willlastbeb°°kthere°fScripture•throughoutandall_"' '
hours and training.so that we can have 2. When religion s a game tt is . .." • turns out to be weecls. It _s

2. BoDes in Christ need _ood too: the *best possible atmosphere to erratic in our lives, amenable -- ' " . easy to fall into the hbbit of as- nothing really spiritual n the eternity.

spmtual food. "Man shall not grow up healthy m our saLw,t_on. to every passing whim. lacking . " ' ' summg that all intelligent and universe' Conclu,_ion: Or{6 non-religious man :.
live by bread alone but by ev- serious commitment, attractive people'are doing me 3. -he Philosophy of Pantheism sliding over a precipice reached up

- --these words tell us God ex- t_ grab a limb. Figuring this was as _'
• e(y word that proceedeth ou_ PLAYING AT RELIGION 3. An en erpnse always depends : • ' - things advertisers say they _re

of .the mouth of the Lord" . . ' on mature men and women- • . ' . _ , doing. What the world c&!ls sts aoart •from the material

(Deut. 8:3). Preaching Portion: Matt. 11:16-17 who are not playing games• " " . "- . ". gian_dr (roses) often turns _)ut universe, before matter•, he•calledg°°da tlmeout.as,.isanYtheretOPeanybodyre=gioUS,up '
:" 3 Messages from (3od's Word Introduction: Jesus compared niany 4. The.church is made great by . .to be ares• II. THE WORDS" "IN THE BEGIN- there who can help me?" He was

public worship, goo(I Christian, people of His generation to. ;hJl- faithful people whose rolig on . . . . 2, Isaiah sa_o. ('Why dO you " NING GOD ..." AF,FIRM: su_rprised to hear a loud voice say,
books. • drenp ay'ng games on a village is•more than a game, spend, your money for that 1 That God Is Self-existent. '"_es. rm here. and I can help you,

which is riot I_read?" (a) God is in. himself unKnow- But. first el all. you're going to nave
4. Paul's metaphor of himself street. The two games they espe- i11. CHRISTIANITY IS A JUDG- 3. There is no substitute for'the able, Not that He cannot to lergo of that branch•" After a

was.."We were gentle among cially enjoyed playing were "wed- MENT IN TRIFLERS ,- -_ Bread of Ufe. revea certainthings about • pause. Me said. "Is there ai_ybody
you, like a nurse taking care of ding" and "funeral." The games t Like the foolish man _'ho built
her children." variedaccordingtotbemooosana his house on sand wefindthat _ III. THE FRUITS ARE THE JUDG- . " I_msolf to us, but He ts else uptnere who _an help me?"

5 We need to make uo our everyone was expected to IOta m life is serious and Won't be MENT •unknowable •' to us be- -There is nobody else--only the r
minds to•eat well as Chrisbans once the game had oeen cnosen, trifled with forever, 1. ,What comes'forth from a vine caL_se wecan only think-Jn God who revoa]s.himself here at

Food is basic: without it we But. it was just a game• Gamesrep- 2. Opportur]=ties are not always is the definition of the vine. terms of ••cause and el- the beginning, the One with whom
starve., resent childhood's state of imagl- serious y regarded Dy ChH- That's what.requires oauence, fect." Wecan never" know we have 'to {::to. And it is good to ., - "

11. PROTEC'TION nauon. Unfortunately. many adults dren. but the',- assume high It takes time for the seeds to Him exhaustively• " know that this God has revealed " "_
) Mary wrapped Jesus m swad- are still playmg gorges many of value as we get older• . reveal what they are. (b). God is not answerable to .himself to us in'Christ and inwted

dling clothes for warmth. 3o- whicr are quite si_sk and seem to 2. There is time for"reserwng us--we are answerable to us to come to Him. ,- .
- . sopn fled to Egypt wnh ms be repeated almost _nconsciously. Conclusion: Regardless of what we judgment--"let them bott_ other people; as children

family to protect them from There's the 'Let's you and him are doing God -is not playing grow together until harvest. • we are answerable to our ;" "
: host lity. fight" game where oneperson stirs' games with us. "God is waiting to Weeds are not to be pulled Out" parents, to those In author- THE GOD. WHO RESTORES

t.. . 2. PrOtection is a basic roeuire- up a fight between others to gratify beffound and men-have gone off•in Immediately: -Good and evil; - tty:But God is-answerable . -
men( for infants• his own position that "people are • search of other things•" This will are so entangled in this world to no:one. Lot (_od be God: Preaching Portion_ Joel 2:25_-2T

3. ; sometnlng.0f a " such fools." There's the _'Uproar'" redeem us from the arrogance and that to extract the bad [elan( we are His creatures• " Introduction: Joel isa prophetic ra-
g gw- game which is" usually played .to frustration of childish games. It =s " 55
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terpi'etation of a natural disaster, can.rester e the-'lostyears. Bui - If there Were nothing
the Iocu"st plague. He calls for the God can as the Lord an'd Giver . . more to be gained in

; I - people to repent and even holds of Life. Sin .has its conse- .-' " " their characters to i " ' "
t',: .i_ out incentives (2:14)--"Who knows quences, isome things cannot , make them ike Jesus. !_ ;,"',_ _ •

• but that he may turn end have pity . be made _p, lost opportunities "(2i_,God was not done with _ ;.' : '_
and leave behind a blessing" (NIV). are lost but God can give us " him yet--He had some ;" , :

- , . . _ •
• i

iTbat;s tentative, but in the 'next new opportunities• He can cer .... more will to work.out in" .. _. . : b/_ ("_

verses he speaks with the full cer- " tainly restore the life • that is • • . Paul's" liie. even at 60 _..... "_ _';

lainly that only God can give• If they empty, and ' this is what." He _, " " .years Of age. £_od had i : ' ' "" ' ' repent, God will bless a_ follows: . promises to do. . ' ' something else--on to 1 +:;

'- • " " ' ° " ' ' ." Spain, wherever. Un-' L_ `'','_ SERMON IIIL_L,_II_II_f_,_L,_E_I_I_III/I/!ll'!illll_ _tl' ilillll_ll_ll"
I. MATERIAL'PROSPERITY (v. 19) . Conclusion: Are.you wondering how " ' i

Here we need to be on gt)ar d :L _'ou can find God? T.here .is only fortunately some peo- . . _ ,::.!
two errors: ' one way. This God is not revealed pie conclude at 15 or ! " .i -against

1. Believers' Eri'o_r--to regard ,' in voices from I_eaven, bat in the ' _ 25 or 55 that "God's , : ,._, .ci
our materialblessings assure- ' Scriptui'es. This God explains who ! • ' . finished with me. '_rve "i "->< ., "

" . .... done everything I can " ,_<" '" '
ly and inevitably from God He is an_l what Hee done what He . . _, • " • " '
therefore, justifiable in the wants from you and what He offers _do lor' the Lord," but .... _ "• rjot Paul. - . . , -- Right Thing; Wrong Reason "air. Too bad the loss from its non- Sweet Reward ,- name of God no matter how you..And He dees.itin this Book. ', :"

• . .. . ..... fake • fangs isn't a mere $'_.95. Too It is said that wi_en a little Jewish
• , -. ". All institutions an.d pract ces tend bed Ihat. like the birds who get usedwe got•them• " . . • Bring to Him the sins you have If. THE RESOLUTION•'• ,

2. Unbelievers' Error--to attri- committed. . He .will lead you to a 1. BUt--"ONETHING I DO." ' to diminish their• center arcl accent
• their periphery. The genuinely holy .to the phony snake.' careless _eo[ole boy was learnin.g the alphabet, hisi• .... teacher sometimes offered him a re-

.bute mater!al blessings to' pont of repentance_ and then. as (a) Progress _omes from •' act o[ yesterday is-only too easily get so comfortably (_ozy around the ward..Theleltersoffhealphebetwere -

•". I 3.EnoughfhemselveS'ton°/satisfy--God'st°G°datall. ' _islost;Hewillmakeituptoyouand.He says here, He wig/restore what . thOSedoonethi,ngwell.Whospecialize, who .... ,., ;: ,. hypostatized tnto'ihe act minus the serpent of sin that. Cleopatra-like, writtehonaslate;andtheywerewr[t-

i ."'-,'•'[, Promise...... "i'm sending• you . bless you again• . " - • . " (b) G0al-oriented people sight .. ,ii_i: ,, t • -. holiness,E]lapFhard,sOftoday•favorlteOneohrasesOfJonathanwas theYthatthehngwDeritto oftheirsmheartS'isso deceptiveT°°,bad ten.pencil,nOtbutWithinaChalkofiXture'°rofWithflour'Slate'and
'_"' ; . gram, new w_ne and oH . . : • . . " . . agoal-- I'amgoingtorun ! i,_;'_ corruptiooptimapessima--Thebest it sometimes ooks as.harmless as" honey. The teacher would point'at.a

enough to .satisfy you fully.. • ' ' ' " '. ; , str_41ght or hat god ' ':_ ;i- ":
NIV Fu eats ac o.,3 but no PRI_.q.qlN_ TDWARI3 THF'P,n_&/ (cl A t_ymi3 wr er slates" , _: thing,.when not used in theright way, afaRe shake i'n a cherry tree• Too letter and ask .whet it was and. if the

• " ' -- ---- ., - - ' ,' ." becomes the _ost loathsome, bad so many •people.can't resist tee boy could• answer correctly, he was
necessarily stuffed• Does not .'."----"'-- .- ...... ":-'"_ . "_Teachme e love Thee as " _:' :-. cherries.
say overabundance guaran'- Preach ng Port on Phil 3.13•15 ' Thneancesove'onehov " " "_:_ --Clyde e Kdby The Chrlshan trnag_atton allowed fo lick the letter off the slate!

. r e > , I _ I . r',.;' , (eaket. 198_1 Learning fop him was as sweet as
',-_ '_ feed. There _oIJld be a revo- Introduction: • Many verses in.the Bi. passion 'filling all my _:D'_U,I;.,:i

' lutlo[_ o! sorts m. our country b e dea with sporting events" "We ' ' ., tame" . . ...,I/Z,_ honey• Learning thelaw•was sweeter
f we cou d somehow be sa - . ' • • . ' " _: ,,,_ " Steps for Forgiveness than honey and'more precious than
• . . . . wrest e not age nst f ash and 2. The elements of. Pauls one ; gold•sled wlh beng sa sled

• . . " 'blood ;", ,.let us run with patience , thing are: - " • : ":";,: ..' ; ,'< Meaning In Life Here is a summary checklist, of the • The Psalmist looked forward to h s .

' .., InChaim Potok's The Chosen, anII. NATIONAL SECURITY (v. 20 . the race that is set before us"; "1 (a) 'The Retrospect_-"Forget: steps in the forgiving process, reward if ne faithftJIly kept the law..
1. May refer to the locusts; afit- ha_,e fought the good fight." When ...... . tins th'e past"--all of it ; ,,. a. Decide that .you are will(ng ',to Nowadays we are very SusDicious of
' eral army; or •even the Inva- Paul wrote the letter to the Philip- • ; (we-conversion 'and post- '>'_:''_ old man is talking about his death to want to forgive, introducing the reward motive. But

.:.;.,,! sion of God himseif on the Day " plans he was in prison _nd ap- : ' " conversion past) bec.ause ; ,Y"_._:! hlsson, Reuven. Hesays: " b. Begirl to want to torgive, the BIble is never afrald of fhe reward
" 1_: _'_ I /earned a long time agO.,R'euven. c, Quit hurting the other person, mdtive. Jesus said:• ' of Judgment, •In a sense, all proximately I_Oyears old (not ex- . " " the_' are simply gone, can; _' _' ': a span of life is nothing• But the per-

three may be iinvolved. ' ' actly a young man anymore • . .', , • " " not.. be reclaimed• Paul _" '_" _ : d, Rehearse the act of" forgiving• Truly, I say unto•you, whoever gives
,'" '>_ . ' 2. God is the on y securityany The conclusion ot this not-so- • ..simply never focueed his ", i.;+._ +;.: < son who lives .that span. he is some- .e. Arrange a time to talk with the you a cup of water to drink because

nation eve[ has. Nothing we ' young apostle was:" " .. . • • attention on what. had +':'_.'" [" mmg. He can fill that tiny• span with other person.•.:;_ '" meaning so its quality is immeasur- you bear the name of Christ, wil Dy
.,_; ;'t , .. can- do in' a military §ense.. I. HE HAD NOT YET ARRIVE'D . .... been. Many Pe0P e ve n _ ' • f. Be gracious in 'your Conversa-able though its quart y may be le- - no- means Io_;e his reward (Mark

:'guarantees" the survival of a 1. "Br0ihers,' I do'n0t consider • resentrhent-or, reg;'et or- tior_- ' • ,.... significant. Do you understand what I 9:41).
• nation.Solomon--"Exeept the " ;overconfidence and•over - ,. :..- g. Make an explicit statement of

- myself to have err ved. m.not ..... o h .... " ' - " , _ am saying? A man. must fill.his life --William earclay The Lord Is My Shepherd
Lord bud the house they "h r . f. _. - . y n w at tne LOrd has al- _;",, ,' . forgiveness. IWeslmtnsl_,r Press _980)• . . "• . . . i eeyei; nave some oistanc_ • " ' Iowe''h " I' " l"":_ ' with meaning; meanir_g is notauto-, ebourlnvanthatbulld tex-- . . . -. c.t emtoaccomplsn; . ,,':_' ; h. Listen, no matter what; "'"

: • . . =o go. " " ' Ik " i, ", ,' matically given to life. It is hard work
" cept the Lord keep the city the - " ; H ha_ a r .... h . . ' L e.a good distance run-. t' ,,_ , i. Expla!n why you wanted tc talk

_.. Watchman waketh I_u:iin yain" taJ e o rived in t e , net Pau counted the eps l;: _'`" to fill one's life with meaning..That I about this. t•.. . , ; " sense of" . ' " • "" :_ .do not think you understand yet. Reu-
3 Thebaesforthet saysJpe s ' . _ '. . that remaned nstead Of };;:'_,_ j..Claim the,closing'of this lncl-

, " '. ill uemg a Christ an--He " "he ' I " - " ,;. ,_, ve'n. A life filled with meaning is What.Are You Afraid Of?repentance - " . . - • ' _ :laps competed. _ lor- • ... - dent.
• -. - - had fellowsmp, with ' I" _" " worthy of. rest. I want to-be Worthy- , - - ' get the past, .,-, : , For each per_op whom you need to The American Jewish Committee

III. TBE PROMISE OF RESTORA- ' • • " God; salvation i lor- (b) The Ptospect--"St£aining . t of.rest whenl am no longer here forgive, markwhat parts of the pro- "ahd the Anti-Defamation League, two
TION (v. 25) - ..... ; . .giverless. : . tbwerd what is ahead " • cess have been fulfilled. Set goals for promir]ent Jewish agencies, used

1. The locusts have come and - . (2) Haying new life_'On :' _" •This. is.sports-page"lan- i.i:j . . the remaining taSks. . polls by George GelluD and Yankelo-stripped bareithe vegetation • the Damascus• Road ' guage. Athletes strain, '--RichardP. Wailers.Anger: Yours and Mine viIch. Skeliy and White. to ask the
butGodpromisesto.[nakeup ' ... his" life was turned . runners'armsreach'oelas FakeSnake andWhatloDt_About#tZondervan _gS_t Amerlca_n public• "Which, if'any, offor the years that are lost, " ' • • •

'' a'e_ld n 71Sllee.d ePlr_• - . ;.i a ..of - ' they:'near the finish line. ' The Kansas City Star recently ran the groups listed below do you feel
21 pei;haps some. of us are 'or - g g sp e ' . : The:spiritual word is c;on- an•article about what the successful " " has too much political influence in __

• have been at thatplace:'have pr%se_?v.,f_ Sio,-P_ul " : secretion; the sports-page -gardener needs• One necessity was tt_e United States?"
.'.,_ ,l . gone our 0wn.way, at: first in : . , ,, • e,.,. n ,. s - ." • word is concentration, an inflatable fake snake which was A Sense of Direction The replifts: .
'::_-_.'1 " small ways, then in rdcreasing- recommended to keep rabbits out of Oil companies--70.2 percent• sense. - ' ' '"' .... In Afice in Wonderland, Alice was

,, ,* . ly larger ways. Perhaps we be- • (b) He had 'not arrived in the" .Conclusion: Itstr(kes me that Pau's . ti,_'_{: _•., { the lettuce and bl[ds ou_ of the Cl_erry talking with Cheshire-P_ss, the. cat. Eabof unions_46.2 eercent
':_._ " came self-centered and lost " -" ' sense•of: ." '. lewasanyth ng bua m ass Whai _ ,_;_ ' -•

"""!-_ "I tree• There was a warning, however,. "Cheshire;Puss," she began rather• Blacks--14.4 percent •_
't.he friends we had and be'- _ (1) Being fully like Jesus .race was Paul running? He was not ?.,_t _ '] come so used to it they Would. Deck which way I ought to go from here?" The Catholic .Church--9.3 percent"' came lonely and embittered, lf . Christ--in some way yet keJesus. So, he poure all his "i_ {hat, afterawhlle, the birds might be.. timldly."Would youtellme, please, Arebinterests--29.9percent

tidal has"happened to you, this " helwas still beihg fully ire nto attaln!r_g that god s rain '_ ;';:_:,,, ,'._ !j holes in t. But since the fake snake "Thai depends a good deal on•where Born again/e_,angelical Protestants
. " iS e-greet promise_ -- merle like Christ. Per- " +for that._There sabsolutely no value __ _:'_';= °.-,._-_ 4.95 the loss would be you want to get to," said the cat, "1 --9.9"percent
3. NOone else.c_n make a prom- " .. , hap's some of the Phi- in leaving the starting line unless :_<_:_,'_ ..'•" " '_ •small• - don't much care where " said Jews--10.5 percent

•ise like this. No human being.. . ' Iippians were acting as you aim for the finish line, " _ "_ _ " "_.._ Too bad the serpent of din isn't Alice,.."Then It doesn't matter which Zlonlsfs_-4.1 percetlt
56 ;7,_;._ made of rubber and filled with'hot " way you go," sald the cat. . - --Etorn_tyApri11982
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' MANUSCRIPT ""A SERMON

HOPE IN A DAY OFIDESPAIR

by George W. Privett "If you think rbecame carried away in my praymg for he gwes it the hue, When YOL_Run out of FantasBc--

Ephesians 3:14-21 " fluent, more leisured,'less integrated by family and kin- I you [vv. 14-19}, ]u'st .look at the _3nhmned horizons set Persevere_ We're in ,a marathon--not a hundred:yard
Good da'y to you! You've come this far by faith• But shla,'less oriented forward industry, longer Lived, more ' before us bytnegreat Godweservet" - oasn. ,. " "

don't knock it. That's the best way to travel! The men and mobile, less religious, and better educated. Our mesls, is that the promise of God can" propel the Be fully cor:nmitted to God's will in order to achieve His
women of Hebrews "1 did the impossible because they _,"CBS television report focused on the site of the first _ . obedient Christian• into a remarkable future. Whtd God purposes. Christ died for us that.we should.live unselfish-

believed in a God.wlio k_qew no ilmltat,ons. Doubt builds testing area. of our atom bomb in New Mexico. As-'.four -_ . prom,ses,'" He perfeO_l_t_i_,ha_HeFcoBrr_ma:d_Ht_eeno_ylaes%" o . : - , EkeSet?:_YJty?e_:naeSvreer_ned:dnUwStenaj. " "
..... nothing• History ,s made by persons of fa,th. As Sam wild horses galloped'through the prairie, symbolic of !Yh(2C,, rly5Slp?_ilt_

d

• Inthls sup - P. " •' _ - Hecantcomeout' It has beensuggesed, based on Matt

Shoemaker says. "You lust cannot believe"in the Chris* thos,o in the Apocalypse. Walter C.ronkite mentioned the _ ."superabundantly_ we see'a mountain of promise based ,_ ,_ ,_,_ ,h ,t _ • • h,_r,:, +h_action of God is search
tian God without the inevitable corollary of'Delieving tha_ crucial oroblems lacing US such as war. the population , on the fact that Go'd.is able• His ab)lity to'carry out His ...... "..... a, ,o .,now w ........

• exp osion .pol]ubo.n and depletion of natural resources• purposes lies outside the greatest numan Dowers of corn- out those who hurt the most •and serve them. After "
6_e day, and under some ur_predictable ctrcu mstances,
our best hopes shall be oar surest realities and all thai It doesn't false a seer to recognize the dangerouspot, prehension; tn dealing with this them_ Bas I.Miller says: ,_donlram Judson suffered horribly in prison for his faith.
man has striven for shall somewhere be achieved." . tent of things to come When.we consider certain present- (1) God is _ hie to weave a chain of Divine orovidences " he I_leaded with the Burmese king to permit h=m to go to.... transmute pentior_s aeertain town and breach..The kit g answered. "A dozen

Today. in marked contrast to the Christian hope, da_' realities; We'refer to the fact that today one thermo- Out.of tragedies; (2) God Ls able to
sesslmlsm.'oozes through the pores of our nauonal life nu_;lear bomb releases more destructive energy than that into realities and (3) God s able to bend mslgni.hcant preaehers.I would send to thai town but not you For. my
A recent Gallup Internatmonal Poll ndt_ated that• of the released by all the bombs dropped on. Germany and lives into the broad cnannel of.the oiwne will." butPe°pletlreayW°UldwbulcIn°tresponobeso whenf°°liShtheyaS't°lookedliStenatt°yourY°Urhands.W°rds'.
free countries of the world, American.s are the most 'Japan during •World War II.'A modern warplane can As.O'swald Chambers reminds us we dare not calculate His hands bore the scars-which snowed how much he
morose adout prospects of the future--55 percent believ- carry" _ thermonuclear bomb with the explosive power of a " ": '" '. without God_ He tells us through His Son to :'gO n o all really loved the people• .

mg things can only get worse• A not-so-quiet desPeraeon thousand Hiroshima-type bombs.' • tl_e world" but knowmg we can't do It alone, He adds, 'Lo. "Lloyd C. Douglas wrote a novel entitled The Mirror
has gripped our country: The question posed by Dawa n the midst of our fearful capability for waging war: I am with you alway" (Matt. 28:20). The hand of faith m which Zacchaeus is the main cnaracter. An aeostate
Melton as he wrote the biography of Judy Garland might famine prevails in many parts-of the world, It is estimated " • " - clutches the pron_lse, lOOKSaway from human inadequa- Jew.and tax-cblleclor Zacchaeuswas hated, spat upon

" " .well be asked again: "Where did your dreams end and that n India alone 50 milhon children will die or real- " ' cy to God'SDower. and cries. "He s. able!'* C(_rtainly, -an¢ rejeoted..He had grown bitter and calloused when
the nightmares begin?" • .nutrihon In the next 10 years. We dare'not sleep through "ChristlaniW is. not a creed to be recited: ilts a power t(_ Jesus said to him in the tree that day, "Make haste and

• • This infection has spread to the Christian family• The the revolutions, that grip ou'r society and world• " : • be tapped•" It all begins wi]en we' discover Christ as'a come -down-:' In the novel Douglas nas someone aSK.
church is-filled with deoressed, discourageD, disheart- Not all is bleak in our'world ol diminis'hing natural li'Jing reality. "All;my life I searched'for th.e pot of gold at "Zacchaeus. what did the Master say to you that night at
eneo peop e"w th persistent.symptoms of t_redness or resources anD r_smg human exoectations. Inspiring is the . the.foot of the rainbow." exults Dale Evans "now'rye .dinner that so changed your life?" He reolied. "1 s_mpiy
ecclesiastical neurasthenia. There is too' little _bpe. too lact thai due to improved ce mmun[cations utilized to ful-. - " • i_und it at the foot of the' cross '" looked into the deep eyes ol the Master and I saw reflect-
little faith, too little memory• ALthough a sign of the era'of fill the Great Commission. 55,000 new Chris Ions are borr) • . " . ed there, as in a mirror the man I could oecome.'

" - the Sprat would be seeing visions and dreaming Dreams -into the Kingdom every'day and.1.400 new churches are . .. " - The Planning of Ellort" When we'fully commit oui" lives to Christ and follow
n addition'to propnesymg [Acts 2:17); mere s little ]n: started every week. In Africa• only 3 percent of the . .

spired •'future-looking" m evidence, "Thus we live our population was Christman in 1900. If the ores.ent rate of Whyfollow the here in fear? Do a better thing--follow Him..we will release those sources of energy which will
crisis-filled lives locked into the present." writesJoh'nH. " growth continues• by the.year 2000. 48 percent of the theShephei;d! Without a doubt, the Christ!art's future is as " lead us mto a new way of life. As Zacchaeus. the truth

' Westerhoff.- "strangely trusting that tomorrow will take people will be Christians. bright as the promises of God. " . . willlovesgriPmeUSand•HeWhichsayS.needs"Heme.,,seesHeme.wantsHetoknOWSsendme.usntoHe
care of itself: We. no longer live for a visionary future and Certainly it is axiomatic that nahons are not destroyed . . A elan for.an effective future must begin with dreaming . our age with new strength flooding our souls an¢ w_th"
we have-lost our memory of a meaningful paat. Indeed.. from without but becauseof what happens to them from " ' God's Dream and seeing Hts wsion. We do violence tothe new currents ol power surgmg through our daily -acts.

• future when we cramp it. bankrupt lt. or rob it. either using them to build His kingdom._t appears that we lack a sense of hope because our best within.- It s as though our world were asking us. as :
memories are only a collection of urlrealized dreams and trapped miners did deep below the earth's surface, when through ignorance of.God's intention for It. or mrough a A man came back from Nova Scotia• excited over the
defeated desires. One more depressing problem engulfs they carefully tapped _r_Morse code the message, "Is "deliberate des pislng of. His purposes We can see to- wa'ters of. the high tide. He said: "You could hear itcom-
us. We no longer possess a sense of power, a s_nse that - there any nope? Is there any hope?" .morrow on 'a scale too small. The future can se can- ing. You could see it coming• You ce"uld smell it coming. "
we can.make any real difference in this world and so We - ._ celled due to lack of interest. In •failing to see His pldn; The tides swept Lnto the bays and lifted boats that nOD

• ': have lost our will to act boldly on behalf of tomorrow. "'_ • . The Promise of Energy . _)ur focus can be on a. maintenance rather than a pioneer been careened or_ their sides and set them off on a new
When young John H. Jowett asked h_s mother the image of ministry, leveL" This is a picture of the power of Christ. according

.T;. , reason for her inactivity in the "'sewmg room." she re- '"l_he supreme lesson of life." utterecl Emerson, 'is to Essential to our effort is to stay in the favor of God. td Halforcl Luccock. He comes Into life like a tide. anD
plied_ "Son. the work dulls my s_gnt and ever so often I. hear what the centuries have to say to the hours." In the Fruitfulr_ess is-th_ natural result o. he. attachment, of.the lifts life to anew level. May it happen to us in these good

• must turr_ my eyes to the hills to sharpen my vision." closing ,of one of Paul's prayers for.the Epheslans. we branch with the Vine (John 15). new Days which are before us! - _"

,, .:.. Insc_'li0ed n the famous Bok Tower in Florida ai;e the find this great promise containe(_ in h_sspontaneous
worDs: '3 come h'ere to find myself. It's soeasy to.get lost outburst: "Now unto him that is able to do exceeding To ask largely•in pray'er opens our lives to God's un-

: '_ : in the world: Of this we are sure: when we look within abundantly above all that we ask or think• according to limited norizons. Samuel Morris had few of our advantag .... . NOTES. . " "• - - es and yet through prayer and'.he power of the Holy r.SamuelShoernake_ BestSe/mons,1947-4S_NewYork' Har_erand
we see our Weakness and get discouraged. When we look the power hat worketh i_ us, onto him be glory.in the
around us we see the confusion and get distracted; yet church b_' Christ Jes_s throughout.all ages.world'without Spirit, he changed his world. The poet wrote: Btothers.J94812! Tomorrow's Church Waco: Word Books. 1976):

l when we look above us we seeHim and get empowered, end.'Amen*; (Eph. 3:20-21). Other translatjonK indicate Thou artcome to a King; 3. TheSfudyottheFuturequotedin"HomeMiss_onsAleft."Oocembor-
• that God is able t_ do "_mmeasurabty far beyond." Large petitions with thee bring: " - February,1978-79

TheePredicting of Events "surbasslngly more," "infinitely beyond" all our hLghest . For His grace and power are sd_h. 4: J,_mesRa_Smilh',GodShll Streaksm theSpaceAge ('KansasCdy
. 'orayers or thoughts," 'thopes and dreams," or anything None can ever ask too much . BeaconHillRressof KansasCmty1967)................ m ...... _---- _ -- "" --_'_UOted by C P_ er WagnPr ' •

Edward Cornish says that if recent trends corn!hue, the "we can ask or conceive." He does this. through "His Hang tough when confronted with obstacles. HeuDer 6 American PulPt Series--Book I (NowYork:Ab=hgdon-Cokesbury.
following descriptive phrases will apply to the world _n tile power which is at work within us" or "the power which WeLch captures, the thrust of the book of Hebrews when 19451 . • , . " -.

year 2000: more unified, more standardized, more at- doth energize itself within us," Pa,ul seems to be saying, 59

58 T'S:'_'" ':: . . t .-
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OLDTESTAMENT ; NEWTESTAMENT
WORDSTUDIES- . WORD.STUDDES.

-- =------by Harvey E.Finley . . byRalph Earle............ -:....
" ' " ef"

i * Hebrews many:sided application to the. razed (cf., our use of charact ).

YAHVEH ELOHE YISRAEL, study will give consideration to Yah- ciusive due to lack of suitable ae- ti ' growing receptivity and vary- Probably the best translation,
"YAHVEH, GOD OF ISRAEL" veh as set forth in the Book Of Is_-' cisive.evidence_ At Sundry Times'and in Divers ing needs of men (EGT, 2:248). suggested by Arndt and Gin-

Yahveh Is the name for God re- ah. Third. ra'ther recent studies show Manners (1:1) grich, is "exact representation"the'Lnclination of certain scholars to By his_Son (1:2) (NASB. NIV).
reared to Moses at the time of the , _ " The first three words, of'this
bu,'ning bush incident at Horeb.,.It N_me Revealed to Moses :identify the root of Y=h=v-h.as that of - .
was also designated by God himself Replacement for Earlier Names h-y-h (or, the seconclary spelling '_ '" Epistle aT'e polymeros kai poly-I The Greek reads en whio-- Person (.1:3)
atthattimetobethenameortitleHis Exodus3:12.15;6:2 3. h-v-h), "to come to. pass. come. into "tropos Kai; of course, means literally, "jn a son. _ This emphar -being; be." Further. the forms.'h=y-h ' "and." That leaves us the two ad- sizes the character of the new ,The Greek word hypostasis has
people should use throughout suc- The burning bush encounter with (first pe.rson imperfect) ahC y-h-y-h " " . .verbs to look at. revelation in Christ: it.was a per- been taken over into English as a• technical theological term. It IIt-
ceeding ganerations2 The frequent God was for Moses t.13emost dramat- (third person imperfect) are to be "All-sundry times'.' is one word sonal revelation. The previous
occu[rance of Yahveh Elohe"Yisrael ic and significant event:o! his life.lt construed as Causative not simple " " in Greek polymeros (only here in revelations had been in prophe- erally means "that which stands
throughout the Old Testament Scrip- was .this .exDerience that proved to Tormations. The f r'st person rehder- NT). Poly. means "many" (cf.', En- cies, types, and symbols. But arl under." as a support or founda-
tures provides.more, than sufficient be Moses' call and commission to mg then is:"l causeto bewhat comes, glish [_se as a prefix); meres impersonal'revelation of a person tion Then it came to meal_ "real-
evidence to substantiate the fact that • return to Egypt [o confront Pharaoh into existence." The third person ren- means."part." So the a'dverb bit-. must always b_an imperfect one: ity . . . that In virtue el which a
this title was most significant during in the interest ofleading oppressed dering in full form is: "He causes to erally means "in many parts" or SO at last God sent His Son. Only thing is what it is_ the essence of

Ot_ Testament t_mes.-'.Further. Yah- Israel out of Egypt back to the land be whal comes into exLstence." This " : ' " say that Christ '!is the expressionveh is one Ofthe two most frequently promised (o tnem through their fa, translation tends to place emphasis "in ma'ny portions" (NASB). "In a personal revelation of a person any being." Westcott goes on to .
used divir_e names o'f the Old-Testa- thers--Abraham. Isaac. and Jacob. It on the oynam_, and direct Lordship divers manners'; is polytropos, can be a perfect re_,elation. Christ
ment. used perhaps even more times was during this encounter that God -- the Divine before us at once per-. of YHVH in. His relationship with the Tropes means "way"--so, _'in Is the perfect revelation of God: of the'essence'Of God. He brings
than the other nameEIohim, "God." disclosed His name in a special way

. , ,, , . , n'atura'land" historical happenings in manyways" (NASB). fectly and definitely according to
The name, Yahveh (Hebrew tense- to Moses. ehyeh,, asher., ehyeh. - Hiscreated World. " . . Marcus Dods gives an excellent The WoHds (1.:2) the measure of our powers" (He-

nants. YHVH)4 is spelled or translit' AM WHO.I AM (Exod.,3.14, NASB).'_ Fourth the name YHVH was in- . " " " .treatment of these two adverbs, The Greek says mus aionas brews, p. 13). Marcus Dods sug-
erated Jehovah in. earlier English The'ehyeh'asher'ehyehnamenas tendedtobeaspeclalnametoMoses" " Hewrites:. --literally, "the ages:" B, F. Wes_- gests: "To the English ear, per-translations for exami31e,ASV. It is evoked cons_derabledJscussiol_ on and Israel from that time onward. It . " "
rendered LORD in more recent En- - " • • Polymeros points to the frag- cott makes this-helpful comment: haps, 'nature' or 'essence' betterseverm points. First. the spelling was to be a replacement of th_ name :
gli_;h Bibles, such as RSV. NEB. y-h-v-h may serve as that of a third EIShaddai,"God Almighty," as clear-. " " mentary character of fbrrner The ur verse maybe regard- conveys the meaning" (EGT'.
NASB, NIV. The relection of tne person imPerfect fo_: th(_ simple or *]y suggested by the statement, el . rave atlons. They were given ed either in its actual constitu- " 4:251). Sc we can use "nature'
transliteration Jellovatl and the ac-: Qal stem: the s_elltng 'ehyeh is aft[st Exod, 6:3: '", . . but by My name. ;31ece-meal bit by bit; part by lion as a whole(he cosmos), or - (NASB) or "being" (NIV): Koester
ceDtance of the translation LORD is person imperfect ofthesimple_or Qal LORD [l.e:. Ya'hveh], I did not make • . .part, asthe people needed and as an order which exists suggests that _in the Septuagint
based on two as_ectsof the history of stem. Assuming that,h-v-h .is a sec- Myself known:to them" (NASB). The . were able to receive them. Th.e through time developed in suc- hypostasis is the "underlying re-
the use and written transmission of ondary or alternate spelling of the point _tereis not so much whether.or " . -revelation of God was essen- cessive Stages. There are ob- ality behind something" (TDNT,
YHVH called the tetragrammaton, root h-y-h, "to'be. exist/' the corn- not the name YHVH was In vogue as " . _ i-tlally pr0gresslve: all was not vious ,reasons why the latter 8:582).
First. _t was during postexilic times, parable translation of Y-h-v-h woule a divine name prior to the burning . disclosed at once, Because all mode of representation should
(after 538 B.C.) that this divine name be HE IS. Thus the .first person I AM bush. incident, but, rather, it was an- "could not at once be under- Spirits (1:7)was consii:lered, to_ sacrea to be ." be adopted here ("Epistleto the

or the third person :HE IS may .be nounced to Moses that God would stood:("Expositor's.GreekTes- Hebrews," p. 8)_ This s the plural of the nounuttered on human lipslestit be pro- understood as a name suggestive of reveal himself and therefore, be
faned. Second. another divine name God's self-existence and of His self- known in a new or different way from tament,".4:2zlT), pneuma, _Nhich occurs 385 times
was therefore substituted for YHVH sufficibncy. Further, the name Yah- the way He had made himself known " i " Dods goes on to say: Bright'hess (1:3) in the New Testament, n over 200of those times It refers to the Holy
when the Scnntures were read: this veh is used a!wayS in relation to His previously. This Is.therefore an an- His speaking was also poly-: The Greek word apaugasma Spirit, Only once In the KJV is it
divine name. was ADONAI. This is mighty acts in bel_lf"of H s people, no_ncement of new th!ngs that God _tropes . not in one stereo- (only here in NT) is used pas- translated "wind" (John 3:8). Yetclearly evident n the vocalizecl text " •

suggestive not ofa static divine exis- was intent on doing in behalf of His "typed manner but in. modes sively in the sense of "reflection '_ that is the rendering here in the
of the Masoretes which has the vow- tence but of power and divine author- people, a " declaratlor_ concerning • . " " " varying with.the message, the " (of., RSV). But the active mean- -els of ADONAI In combination with ity. to confront any and all circum- deeper dimensions of the olivine will - " RSV, N,_SB, and NIV.-The reason
YHVH. a consonant-vowel comblna- ,, " " re " messenger, and those towhom ing, "effulgence" or "radian(_e"stances for the present or fu u for tnem. " .... is the parallel with "flames of fire"
tlon never Intended to be pronounced which may arise in His ci'eated world, the word is Sent. Sometimes, (NASB. NIV) s that adopted by in the next ne of poetry (see
but rather Intended for tne vowels. The Speclal Covenant Name : " _ therefore, God spoke by an. the bulk of the eany church fa- " NIV). Westcott says: "winds, not

to suggest the pronunciation'of ADO- Second. the Exodus narrat ve gives - - ].... " thers and so is tO be preferred spirits. The context ImperativelyNAI. The pronunciation Jehovah was no hint as to the origin of the divine " Exodus 6:4-8 and 24:1-8 institution [for Instance, the •
not known until ca. A.D. 1520 wnen. nameYahveh except, of course, that The name YHVH was revealed n - '. Tabernacle and its offerings], here (Klttel, TDNT, 1:508). requires this rendering" (p. 25).
used by a Petrus Galatinus. "This it.was a direct'divine disclosure to "connecionwRhGod'sintentiontoes- sometimes.by parable, some-
combination, which is a misreading of Moses. Various studies are attempts tablisn or make a.covenant with Is- times in a psalm, sometimes in
what the Masoretes intended, has to demonstrate the occurrence of this raeL In s _eaking to Moses/He i'e- an act of righteous'indignation. Express Image (1:3) Fellows [1:9)
been correctly called into question name in nob-Israelite sources such ferred to thecovenant He had made ... These features of previous . This is one word in Greek, This is the plural of the adJec-
since first inappropriately transliter- as the Mad Texts or the Ebla Texts. with Abraham Isaac, and Jacob _Ex- " - revelations, so prominently set character [only here in NT). It first tlve metochos, whicn literally
ated by Galatinus. RSV, NASB. NIV. ".but none has been able to showcoo- od. 6:2-4). He ther.ebyindicated a di- and expressed so. grandilo- meant "a tool for engraving," and means "sharing n" or '_partaking
and other recent English translations clustvely.any direct connectior with rect "relationship between the . -_ quently, cannot have been then "a stamp or impress" as on of." Used as a substantive here.

follow the synagogue pract=c_emren- use and understanding of the name_ promise to their forefathers (c'LGen. " " • .r_eant to disparage them, rath- a coin or seal(Abbott-Smith, Lex- it means "partners'_ or "assocl-
dedng YHVHasLORD. This stu0y will Yahveh. Further, the discussions on 12:7; 15:18)and their plight under the "er to bring Into 'view their af- icon, p. 479). It is that by which a ates.'.' and so "companions"
gweattentlontoYahvehasoresente_ thepossibleKeniteorigmof'thename oppresslveEgyptlanhand, JustasHe fluence and pliability and person or-thing can be recog- (NASB, NIV). "_
in the Book of Exodus. A. following Yah_,eh.remam tentative and inc(_n- had established at His own Initia- _ .

fcontinued on page 63) " " 61
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TODAYISBOOKS
Case Studies for . me; indicate .that disagreement can -behealthy,

• Ana sis and Reflection _ 5..Confront him with what l believe is wrong
• , with his.arguments•

=iim_ml_ FII_,--V' '_ I ,, ,..-. _ (confinuedlrompage47) _._ Other. (Please describe.)

• l_JL#_| .,3 PREACHER ' ' seen m'ny young ministers come to this Church. It B. What was your objective or purpose in •answer-- seems thatl disagree with each one a little.more. • ing "A" in the way yoiJ,'_lid?
'. They _:ome with newer anti-'nuttier' Ideas every time,

" " I didn't really wont .to argue .with •them so I kept _ .
i quiet. I hope you aren't that way! .... ' "

A. What would be the general direction of your re-
" - " " sponseto him? "

THE SERMON ON For many Evangelicals the'ter m productive She _;uggests three " 1. Show him that'l am. different by telling him "' C. What wa,s your rat onale or Underlying theory in• answering "At' and ','B" as you did?
THE MOUNT liturgy has been tin. offensive basic steps to every call: Step' in _ about my concept of•ministry.

By Robert Guelich (Word Books. "-_vord creating: images of. rigidly --a clarification of the purpose of _ 2_ Remind him that since the ;world is constant- . -
• p_'escribed orders of worship' with the call. SleD-forward--the meet_ - - ly changing the church must change to min-

1982.$17.50). _no spontaneity and'standard ing of two people. Step Out--the. - .. istertoit. . ,,
! Serious. Bible-students will prayers. They have missed the successful conclusion of•the call• • 3. •Help him to understand"why my preaeces- . •

quickly find-that Robert Guelich's _fact ,that every church Ilas its :i'l_is book would lend itself as'a , .- . sors did what they did. . - . .

carefuloffersfreshana•comprehensiVeschdlarshioon-aW°rkvar-,liturgy. TPte question is whether it study guide t() a class-on church . :.... 4 Encourage him.....to ¢ontirlue to be open with "Cases andHIwereadaptedfromme Rea(iiness for.M;mstry Project "

iety of topics relating to the Ser, Is meaningful or meaningless. . visitation. Bysh'owin(] that the call ' " "
mcm on, the Mount; He deals'with., '" .•This book allows one to exam- can .be Ren-threatening to both " ,c_,,_,,,_-,...., _-......-,-, ,_ : .......... _.,, , _c ........._'. .... ,-,._-,",':_ ,, :_-_.',_:c_:_';_.';_- •............... • _-,,:,' ,.,_" • _;' . :_::
basic issues:. . me•the biblical teacmng of wet- tee visitor and the one'be!ng ws-

• Is •this teaching intended for ship and the,rich heritage in wor- ited mucn anxiety can be, re-" . . . . '. - ' "

•all Christians. for super Chris- shJpthat:theChurchnas,,notonly moved. I would recommend this OT Word The covenant _t Sinai between- IsraersGod. at least this was the waytians ,or as a law for thewhole of in its early centuries, but also book to meri jest.beginning their ' Yahveh and Israel has several sip- _t was intended for OIcl Testament• nificant features to Which we will history t'ounfold:

society? from the Reformation and later pastot:al ministry and laymen m- ." . . " i,i}l.UI_C4"U_I=" it was ini-• Is'it to be strictly obeyed_, times as well. which should help terested In effective visitation ,in i S . allude only briefly. First,. tiated outer God's love and compas-
or held up as an ideal? . '- us examine our owr method of thecommumty. NOTES

• -IS it one sermon, or a cam- ,worship. . . --Ken Bateman. (continued from page 60) sion for Israel--and for the whole : "• ' , ., . " . , - world ultimately. 1. SeeExod:3:rhb,literally translated: "'
- " this is My name forever, and th_s _s.e memorial

pilation? --Tim M.iller . ' . . ." " " tivea covenant with their forefathers Second. since it was a binding fo me fromgenerationtO geriorat_on.' "NASe
-- ANGER:YOURS "for:blessi0g on them and,.unto all agr_eementor contract.betWeen un- rondors:",.,Th_s"lsM_,nameforeveranotnlsls

A HISTORY,OF sCUrFY SANDALS . AND MINE AND WHAT " peoples, so He was intent on obll- equals (Yahveh on the one hand and My memorial-nameto all generations":NEB:

CHRISTIAN WORSHIP By Mary Mulford Eakin.(The Pil-. " " " TO DO ABOUT IT gating himself In covenant with Israel. Israel on the other), it is thought by a . "....Th*Sismynameforever;mlsismytitlemevery generation"; NIV: "'.. *Thls le my name

• " " in order to bring an end to their suf- number of scholars to be patterned forever,thenamebyWhichI amto beremora-Ricnard P. Walter (ZonoervanBy William [3. Maxwell (Baker_ gem Press,. New York. Paper- By fering and to.lead'them to the Prom- along the generm lines ofancienl

Book House. $7.95). back. 83 pp., $5.95). " Publishers• $4.95. 160 pp_).' _ .. ., boredfromgeneration•togeneration.'•
ised Land. Near East suzerainty treaties.' 2. See Exod. 5:1: 32:27: Num. 16:8-11: Dour

This book gives a.concise out- • It was at Sinai• after the p!agues. Third. the laws and ordnances- 4:10;passtm; tiedtrtehundreds'elpassages- listed in an exhausti'_e concordance w_th such

line of Christian Worshi P and the . ,Scurfy Sandals. by Mary Mul- I .believe. for too long, we in the crbssing of the Red Sea.'and the constituting the'"Book- of the Cove- expressionsas"ourGod"or yourGod.'wan
forms it has taken from earliest _ ford Eakin. is a practical manual holiness circles have accepted an " " days of arduous travel that the name nant.' which called for obedience on Yahvehasantecedent.
times to the present. The aim has ' for making .the church visitation understanding of anger that is . " " Yahveh beCam(_ for Israel a special Israel's part. were• in effect "the way 3 Again,aqulc_glanceatthelistingofDes-.
been practical, directed toward call. relevant, and productive. Her more a product of our culturaliL " - .. " .name for ..theirGod, Moses _ad re- of life" Yahveh graciously disclosed coroanceSageswlthsufflcesthesenameSlomakelnunitexhauSt_Veclearthai eacnC°n"
the clear delineation of basic ,process _s to tell an incident from -zation than of, biblical exegesis. ' " celved "words" (debarlin] and "or- • to Israel [see Deut. 30:15-16). Moses mwnenameoccurshundredsofflmesthrougn-

the scripture followed bY her q- Wehave oeentaughfthat feelings" " " , dinances" (mishpatim) from Yahveh later expressed recognltionoflsrael's pufIheOIdTestament.FurtheLmesedataare
facts and principles.

Chapters are devoted to. prim- _terpretati°n of the event. By using Of anger are net compatible with, : " - and had written teem in a book high privilege to have Yahveh always convincingconcerningplb]_calwritersprefer°
itive worship (its origins and exam oles of situations likely to the holy life. (Exod. 24:3-4a).. He three built an altar near at hand {Deut. 4:7) and to have encesfor usingoneor.th'Otheother,pselms.Part_cul_rlYscnotarshave offered a variety of opinions oxplalnlng_

grow,th), Liturgical forms in the occur during the call. _;he illus- - When an evangelist n, my: -... _ an¢ offered burnt offerings, and been the recipients ofstatutes (ttuq- in thePentateuchend
Easl liturgical forms in the West. " t'rates the important ai'eas of.visi- church once said that when he - , peace offerings on It as Important .qim) and judgments (mishpatim) as me usageof thesetwodifferentnameshow-
litui_gical forms in the Reforma- tation dealt with in each chapter, was sanctified entirely there were . .. parts of ,a covenant-making cere- r,ighteous as the Law (torah; see ever•feequestionhasnotyetbeenanswered

with flnahty. The data being what they are, me
mony, The people at the approprl'ate Deuteronomy 4:8). Thus there was least to he said Js thaf these o¢curr!ences indi- -

tion Churches and the Christian Extended . readings and some no longer any "stirrings witllin" or alosing'l_lace of this ceremony re, evident recognitionthat the bestow- caretne'aynamlcaspectof the I_istoryof me

cycle of prayer. "A arge. portion suggestiOns-for group use are al- and went on to suggest that this I . seonded by saying: "All that the Lord ing of the LAW was in effect an act WordofGodaeuveredtoMosesandafterWard.of the space is devoted to the sc included, was normative, something stirred _ {Yahveh]'has spoken we will do. and of mmcy on YahVeh'spart. T_e cove- as wellasa wtaldyinuseandgrowth,of the
Worship of t_e Reformed church: " One,of the most beneficial as_ within me and 'it was not carnal- " i! we. will be obedientl' (Ex(_d. 24:7. nsnt at Sinai• while s_tressingobedi- wrdfenform.of-fheWor(;iasGod'speopleDre-

es." admits the author. "This has • pools of the book is the section ity. " I "NASB).,..It .is. in this Settingthat the' " ence to the LAW. wasa'covenant of serVedgenerat_on_tandtransmlfted._Ifron'generallonIobeen necessary because of the entitled. "Aids to a Caring Min- This book will be a help' to 'tBook of the Co.ver_ant"tsepherhab- grace, L=Oi:lll divinely; initiatecl cove- 4: MypreferbnceforfollowlngtheSephardlc- " b_rith, veX'so7) and the "blood of,the nants must be.. - pronuncletlonandtranslgerat_onoveragainst
strange neglect shown towards istry" which is located at the close those, like me, who feel that an, c()venant" (dam hab-berith, verse 8) Fourth.'the "blood of•the covenant" "theAsn_enaz_c=sthereeson.fortransliteratingYH'VH rather than YHWH.

these liturgies by British scholars• of each chapter, These succinct get has at times' been poorly are mentioned; all this was done be- among other considerations was a 5. AMtranslates'."1AMTHATI AM.*'ASM:"1
resulting in widespread misun- sentences deal with the meat of dealt,with in holiness preaching " fore and in the name of Yshveh. serious, binding pledge on Israel's AMTHATI AM":-h_arglnal:"IAM, BECAUSEI
derstanding of a most important --each chapter-They are practical andJ,vriting ........ Thus it is-clearthat at this point in . part to be Go(_l'_s3eopte-:-t(_livein full M_.-.NEe: am.thatis WhOI am"'.or "_WIll
period." suggestions for making the call --Ken Culbeftson _ " - time Yshveh. entered into a covenant obedience,to Yahveh's will. am":bewnator"llWillwillDet_°_o_(_)_NIV_ elamWhOwhatI willbe"(footnolet. I

- . . " ..... _ . relationship with Israel. Hence, the Itls from-this point on that the g. SeeG. ErnestWrlght. SiblicalArcheeology
• " " " - " " " " " - flame Yahveh became and remained foUowing statement applied: Israel (Philadelphm:TheWestminsterdress.1962),

the special co_;enantname for God. was Yahveh's people:. Yahveh was pp.99-101
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II.

THE
":"_'/_Jilll_i _ - '. " " " MUSICREATIONS

ROCKER CHILDRN'S PROGRAM
ngb "Graded So oaks Sing-along Record ngs Children'sSonglrax, Vol.'l

VOLTAIRE KNOW?

AH, BUT WHAT DOES

' '_ - " . Lillenas is pleased Ic announce that me
• - • - , ...,_ For Preschoolers t_rstvolumeof 10accomDanlmenttrox(flve

. " SONGS TO casselfos) is now ready, These simple

At least we are one uo on the Musiims."They ask folks have the r gnt to read,everything betause Of the impor- GROW ON :i':_,_ orchE_straldrrangomentsare forselecrlons

toleave only their shoes at the portals of the mqsque. We toni post that'l hold Jnthe Society (the Jesuits)."- .. ' .... 86 songs with finger, from SONGSOFGOC AND MEand SING!

Chrishans asK; sometimes by _mplicatlon. sometimes out-.. "Wel. now. what is tins eminent pos[uon?" asks the " " _ " plays, musical ac- __!_.

right, that il_b faithful park their b_'alns at the church door. confessor• " - tiVities and instruc- Casselib 1
Arid sometimes it seems that we ecclesiastics have "You must know, I suppose. _ am the author of the tional material for $ideA "1Am oPromise"
declared open season on the intellect• - - - . . Journal deTrevoux," replies Berthier. . . - DdeB: LOrd We PraiseYOU

Lately, I've been through•one of those seasons. There "Good grief! You're auth6r of that? Of that work which teaching toddlers,nursery, and kin- Cassette 2Side )_ "Praise Him"
wasa long string of sermons, products of various perpe- damns so many people?" .
trators: ir which loving Gee With all of the mind would 'Come now. my book damns no one. rite what.sin ' - ' aergarten children. Included are, Teachnew songs or SideB 'Father. AdoreThee"

" have onleashed serious doubts about the preacher's could it possibly nduce anyone to fall?" worsmP, seasonal, family, and fun the acCor " Cassette 3 .
dear.brother.'"says the confessor. ':don't you know

preparation, let alone his mental cbpaeity. Accompany- ;'My . songs tening • sing Side A' 'Come and Praise the Lord"
ing mese were countless announcements of trivial mat- that anyone wno calls hisbrother Raca lays_himself open MB-482 . $3.50 recorded voices, \ Side B "'AllNight All Day"

" • Cassette 4 "

ters put as if their spiritual significa[lce equalled that of to the fires of hell? And you; you. na.ve the misfortuneof " " For Primaries SON GSTO GROWON \ Side A: "Oh: idow LOVeJesus..•
the Second Coming, or huckstered like life beer. There. leading anyone who. reade your work rote an immediate - Side B "Clod YourHands •. -
were pastoral prayers laden'with implicit doubt of the temptation to call youRaca, rve seen all 1oo many-- SONGS OF A double(lwo-recora) alburn wiln ,
Lord's omniscience: "As You kriow. Sister Echs was decent persons at that--read lust two or three.pages of • " " ' GOD & ME 86, preschool selections, with simple hrioKnow
admitted to St. H_pocratos last evening at 7:15 wJtn your book and, fling it Into the firel beside themselves- " " instrumental accompaniment and IsHis-Name"
double hangnail. We're grateful thaishe is restingcam- with-anger. 'Suchinsolence.' they say: 'Duncef Doltl.Prig! ; : .... - This bOok includes mOSTly,kids' voices. • elte 5: A demo recofo_ng at al 10
fortably there In Room 415 asshe awmts surgery at 9:00 Numskull!' Why, such calumny would never end! The " 102 songs. I pro- L-9025 _Doubiostereoalbum $9.98
tomorrow morning. We.rememBer. too. her.al'.ergies and spirit of oharity is' completf_ly shuffed out in them. Ob- : vides instructional TA-9025C_assette - $9.98. Vo 1: Five accomoan rnem ].tpx
will send n0 flowers." Then. topping all off. there's the viously.'they are in danger of losing their salvation. Judge helDs foravarielyof " me cassette S24.95
banal chatter of those music ans who ""just ri3ust say.'a for yourself• the number of evils of which you are the _u_ical activities SONGS OF GOD AND ME. '1 & 2
word" before singing (or whatever)• cause• Why, there may be 50 people'who read you every ' " " " and I ps for intro- .

can be lau hed" month. That's.50 souls whom you mortally imperil every . . . . " . . _uclng and teaching songs. Many Two double-record albums [four rec.
Some of this stuff Is laughable. But it g month. And what especially enrages_'the faithful is that " " • of the songs and choruses ere ords) or two double-length cassettes

off. too. by people who so desoerately need what.we, by. nave all 102 primary songs, choruses.
the grace of God. can offer, n fact• it may be'qu_te assurance with which you,bronounce upon everyming familiar, others are new. EXCEl r CASSETTE. Z "

lethaL.spiritually, which you do not u.gderstand." - " " " : MB-483 $3.95 . and hymns• Bright nstrumenfation- Well, .the story goes on. The corifessor turns out t() be and voices.
It's Voltaire who helped'me tb" see this by way of his Jansenist and editor of their ournal. The Jesuits clespised " L-9026 Double Stereo Album. 159.98 'of the song• L-9027 Double Stereo ALbum. 259.98 " recordings as

story about Friar Berthier_ editor and principal writer for the lJhilosophes for their, impiety and the Janseniste for .__c-.'_._:_'-' ForJuniors IA-9026C Cassette, 1 " $9.98 neard on the
the Journal de .Trevous. a Jesuit organ aimed-at •their-piety. so Berthier. who had been tricked into an _ - _,_]'_ . tA.9027CCossette, 2 $9.98

debunking Vdittilre and his ilk. honest confession, wanted to retract.it. But it is too late• - " " i. _._ _ SING! stereo albumsana cassettes.

It seems that Berfhier.has fallen ill on a carriage trip He must die the deathof the righteous in spite of him- _ De$1gnedforuseby SlNGI Request your copy.

from Paris to.Versailles and the. only diausible explana- self. Attd in the eyes of his sidekick', he dies a saint, for he i!" '_ 'g-through 11-year-

rion of his.malady is his'proximity to the cheat carrying confesses that ne is guilty of oiie of the worst of sins• aids (mlddlers and The 95 junior songs in lhe kids' song-
two dozen copies of the atestissue of the journal. He according to Voltaire.Berthier isboring, juniors), this collec- bookarecaoturedOn_voaoubleste- TA-S'ISC
has been poisoned by inhaling the very atr around him. Voltaire exaggerates, of course• But th•ere's point to Recording Excerpts

Effort is made to secure a priest to beat; the con!ession what he says, sn't there? Have we any responsibility' at lion of 95 songs, .roe albums or two double cassettesfor teachers and parents to use with FREE
of the dying Berthier. Finally a volunteer is found, a _)ass-. all for seeing to_t that no occasion is .given/insofar as : hymns, .and cho- 9-. 10- and 11-year-aids.
ing padre whose philosopny is. "Advantage can begotten we are able• for someone to burlesque or •depreciate "- . ruseshasnotesandwordsthatare L-9028 Double StereoAIbum, 1.$9.98
from any situation." the gospel, or anything about Christian worshlp-_par-, easily read,- and includes a wide I.-9029 Double StereoAIbum, 259.98selection of both fav0rlte,and TA-9028CCessette,1 $9.98

After a bit, be asks Bertbier if he has road any bad ticular[y preaching? : r

- books. NOt just=b0ring books, but blasphemous stuff, and Let's be honest. Whdse fault JS it. really, when some- L Contemporary titles. TA-9029C Cassette, 2 $9.98
, he nai'nes some scandalous materials'done by-JesLlits, one gQes away from our services saying of either the • . " _ MB-484 " $3.95

Be'rthler tries re weasel, but finally confesses; :"Sir. I preacher or of the wo_'shippers, "Fools!"? •.,__.41_1_ x

-- ....... ......' HelpYourKidsPotaSongII! LII
LIIlenas Publishing Co., Box 527, Kansas CIty, MO 64141
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