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I

"God has moved [nto our wretched lives to redeem '_ _ '# .

them that we might have fellowship wtth Him and to tell "The Resurrection is a daybreak, ,bathing the whole

all the world the greamess of His love and grace." panorama of.." life with meamng""" It was the greatest

..... _ ._ ._ . news ever to foreak upon benighted, mankind."

O " O ' _' "Several aspects of the invitation of Christ tothe perfect _ ._ -tz .
• " . fe are noteworthy. "At the place of humai_ need Christ dwells, and those

"First, for. the disc pies t.his call was not optional: Jesus who are HIS servants live and love there too."_
' commands His followers to be perfect .... ._. _

"Second, God Is the Stahdar_ or Guide for this perfec-. -

" " " " tion: 'even as your Father... is perfect .... "A son of God is a son of God! There are no second-
'''''"_[_"'O "third, perfection consists in a state of love .... class citizens in theChurch of Jesus Christi Racial preju-by "Fourlh, perfection of love results from the sanctifying dce, :social dlvlslorl, sexual Inequality are intolerable In

WeSley W IlL IL_'_'IIHgW _ . . work of the Spirit." " the community of believers/'.

WISEWORDS *°° '°°Tracy. "Christ not only controls the shape and lor.'_ of the "The call to the Kingdom s primary since everything of
, Chui'ch, but Is also her identification. If Christ is not.pres- value lor mankind hinges on it."

eat tn her life. the Church does not belong to I;-Im " . ._- .it ._

" l_ or a man who likes to l_ushwordsar°und,lhave him the good n_ewsof all history-to share wim every needy . ._- ._. _r ,,Jesus made it clear mat admisston lnt'o the KingdOm
r a bad .case of "paraly:'ed pen.". I've been trying stoner." " " "Not only is there a specific time when the Holy Spirit comes only to the man.who strips himself of all his pride.
to find the appropriate words to pay tribute to my _ ._.., _. ,comes to ,fill the hearL cleansing it and endowing it with his sinful self-sufficiency, ana his,self-righteousness."love; there is also the moment-by-moment filling as the _t "_,- -_"

friend Willard Taylor, but my words are too feeble to- "Immature Christians are like boats tossed uncontrol- Christian lives in close relatioqshlp with the Spirit," :'Many good Christians suffer from seMous ailments, out
match the s'ubJecL Even with the help of the cover lably; on the,waves and _wlngihg about violently it1 a
photo which I took of Willard teaching us on the storm. The task of rninisters Is to lay a heavy hand on the : " - . _ '_ _ no preach ng, such as we sometimes hear from alleged
Mount of Beatitudes, I can't say' nearly all "1feel rudder of the church, to hold It. steady, and to provide "" ; " "Christianity Is the good news of the liberation of the faith-healers, should tSe- allowed to impose gtJilt upon

about this good and great man. . doctrinal .ballast througn a faithful preaching and teach- . . - human heart, through the Spirit of Christ Item all the . them. Sicl_ness is not aih. False guilt adds psychological
Let me jLJst say that he was my frlend--a true Ing mlr_lstry.'t . .. . . forces that seek to enslave it. Thus; aqy'tnterpretation of pain.to the physical.. pan they a ready endure."

friend. You know tibet If you are In- a position .to _ ._ "_"_. . . the Christian faith that.tries to bind it to rules and regula- .._ ._ _*. •
• " "The 'tree' points to Christ's triurflph-overeyery attempt'_help" or "shove a few favors" a certain way you " tlons, as If these can bring salvation, must be steadfastly " " "

attract a certain type of "frlend.'_ But that wasn't the "The Church, Is His. body--His hands, feet, mouth-- . " ' : " " " resisted. True freedom:(;omes through trustful and obe:-
Indeed, His very existence now in the world. Christ has _ i'.. • . • dlent response to the loving Father. Thts Is the bed-rock of men to says himself." ._" .'_

Kind of friend Willard was -He and Jeanne repeated- designed that His followers be Him to needy men." truth about'salvation. !t has been said that the New Testa- .
ly befriended Bettye and me when there was both- _ _ _t - " ment does not sayl You shall know the ruos, and.,by "Grace means that Go(_ favors with forgiveness, new-
ng InIt for them. " " . _ . • them you shall be bound,' but 'You shall know the truth, ness of life, and cleansing ell who come to Him by faith in

At this writing, Wlllard has been gone some 12 "A growing church is one.m which each'member is ex- •. . ' , . . . . .

Weeks. During this period I have made time to read. perlentially sbund, ev_;ngellstically active, and doctrinal- - " and.the trutll shall make you free.'" Ch'dst."
allot Wlllard's books, Of course, I couldn't read all ly Informed." " "
the articles, Sunday school lessons, and the like , :.it _- "_ . . "When we wereslnlul, stubborn, rebellious; and care .... "Sinful men find it difficult to bring themselves under
which he wrote, but -.did read The Story of Our "TheChurch Is thus a saved,and a saving community, less. God kept Wooing us. We too must be prepared to the authoritative truth' of the gospel Thus. the biggest
Saviour, And He Taught Them Saying, Wlllard's part "She ts a neworder In society, not living aloof from the "_ . des 'patiently and gently with others." temptatiOnmanweaknesses.".isto seek to modlty.it to conform to their hu-
of Beacon Bible Commentary'(Epheslans), Explor- world, but living'with s consciousness of net redemption . . . . _r _ _r - . _ _r

Ing Our.Christian Faith, and God, Man, and Salve- andwith a passion to snare mat rede_nptlonwith those " . .... God's .love would easily degenerate into unsaying
t/on. Also. I was able to get the then unpublished outside (John 17:14-16 21)/' - sentimentality If His righteousness did not cause Him to "When a man feels that the whole of life lies rathe se-- : curity wh ch things bring, he Is likely to pursue them w_th
rnanus_rlpt of Wlllard's Beacon Bible Expositions . _ ¢t _ . . - be unfslUngly antagonistic to sm." his whqle heart."
(Galatlana and Epheslans). " "The Church Is the evidence that salvation through " " _ _ _ . -_ _t "_ . •

Wlllard was not a "cute" writer, no flamboyant .Christ is happening." " " " "yet'= cannot reap love and friendshio out of greed and "Heaven' will:be the plac(_ of infinite h_rmony, wnere
allegorlzer of the trivial or peripheral. He wrote _ _ _ ' - *. . - - " stinginess." • all the elect from the four corners of earth whom the Son
straightforwardly about ultimate concerns consider- • of, Man will draw togemer will live in consummate peace

Ing that.his reader was serious about the th ngs of "'Jesus bore the destiny "of the people of God alone.. ._- .h ._ . . "When Jesus Christ climbed toward Golgotha: He alone ' ' " " .* -" . " with the Pri.nce of Peace (Luke 13:29), .That future King-
" God. Let me shale some of the passages I under- was the people of God. He bore the whole weight of God's "As angles equal to a third angle are equal to each" " " other.so men reconciled to'God are reconciled to each dora will be a city, a social order, whose citizens willenjoy the presence of. their Lord eternallY/end have rich

lined in Wlllard's wo_:ks, work forth s world.". .... _. other." " fello;,vshlp ,with each oth'er in the spiritual bonds of holy

"The ministry of the Church must rest u Don the sense of "_ _" /_ " . " " " " _ _' _" • love: What.a time that will be when we join in fe Iowship

being on a special mission for God. If tt does not. mere is "In forgiveness God does not exact payment for .our "The Master would countenance no attltudewhich per- with the saints of all ages--Isaiah, Reel, Peter, John. Lu- . .
the possibility end probability of defection."' failuresto walk in the path He laid out for us: Rather, He .' ( mitred a m'an to'stand before God and declare, 'What a mer. Wesley, and those from our own generation who

_ _ remembers them no more." good boyam I.'" have preceded us..t° that. distant shorel" .

"Being a 'G0d-Sent messenger' Is whetministry is all '_ "_ _ .... •
about_ Getting the message through, at whatever I_ersona! "The Word of God can fashion worlds, and that Is
cost, without compromise, and with unshakeable confi- glorious. But there Is more. The creation of a stolrttually Translations of the'Bible used by permission in this Issue are noted as Iollows: ." .
dehoe In God's Wore Is the task resting upon the mln- new,son through the ahnouncement, of'forgiveness ex- Quotations cited NIV are from The Holy [_ibte, New International Versicle. (_1978, by the New York Inter-,

ceeds our comprehension. It Is sheer miracle." " " national Bible Society.
Istry'." _ ¢r .it. 'Or _ '_" Quotations cited NASB are h'orh,theNew American Standard Bible _._The Lockman Foundstlon,.1960.

"Authority n ministry arises out of the unforgettable - "No'greater day wlll'ever dawn for .the Sinner than the " i" " 1962. 1968, 1971. 1972, 1973, 1975.- . Quotations cited NEBare from the New English Bible, _ The Delegates of the Ox ord UniversityPressand

consciousness that one has been addressed by God and day when God stands over his spl_lt_i_lly lifeless form and " The Syndics of the Cambridge UniversityPfes_.1961/1970. - ....... _ "

called into ministry. No person, be he ever so clever with "calls him Into a who'le new existence free from the guilt Quotationsnot ¢;Itedwith Sspecial designationarc from the King JamesVersionof the Bible, "
words and Ideas, can long survive the onslaughts of the '

Adversary against his proclamation If deep i_ his soul and power of sin." " ' , .- - --
there Is lacking a pulsating assurance that God has given _- "_ _t . . .... 3

2 .
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A. Use Of the Old Testament D. Apocalyptic Eschetology _'

. . The n_ marcus quotes and allusions to the Old Another characteristic of.Matthew is his eschato-
Testament, many more than are found in any other logical nteresL. The length of Matthew's main

• " " " New Testament book, constitute one of the chief apo(_alyptic section (cc. 24'---25}.is much greater
.. . characteristics of Matthew. The connection between " than the parallel, passages In Mark and.Luke. Three

: Christi_{nltY and Juda sm' is- underscored by more parables unique to Matthew concern the end pf the

' ._l,i_lliT, . -. -. :_ . . than 60 quotations from the Old'Testament. Inter- age:the Tares Amqng the Wheat (13:24-30), the

_B.IVH'_H_IHJH_I- _q , _ estlngly, most follow the Septuagint (the Greek Workers in the Vineyard (2,D:l-16), and the Ten Vir-
translation of the Old Testament). Some flow nat- gins (25:1-13). Matthew alsbgives a strong eschato- ..LVII-mI..m lli.. ' ' " , urally from the.narrative without special introduc- logical emphasis to several parables paralleled in

' ' • ;tiorl; others are ntr(_duced by various formulae. A theother gospels. An exampleLis the apocalyptic .
• . ;_ distinct (special) group; though, are preceded by ending on the Parable of the Wedding Feast (22:l-

variations of the specific formula "that it might be 14; compare LuKe's emphasis; Luke 14:15-24).
" - . " " " ,,:. fu f ed" thesequotes are used in support of the The c im.ax of.this apocalyptic eschatblogy isMat-

" " cl_llm that Jesus.iS the Messiah (1:23 2:6, 15. 18; . thew's.graphic depiction of the Last dudgment
" __ . [Tr-r,11_j_l_ /_]_'_I_'F_Tr_-lT_iKT_}_i_I _ " " " 4.15-16: 8:17: 42:18-21; 13:35; 21:4-5: 26:56; 27:. (25:31_46). Those who have not practiced the teach- "

" I-1_ (_r__ _1__ LI _u,,-_j i__ _.__ ,_, L.._:_.Jj LL_ k,__ ,LI,L_, ,- - ings of jesus regarding love and cam passion for.71 ' 9-10)., the poor and helpless, says Matthew, will be castLJ _L/dJL_
B. Messianic Emphasis. " • into the "eternal fire prep_ared forthe devil ant his

' by Way,ne McCown and Merrily Anderson Although all the New.Testament writers attest to angels" (NIV). Those who have practiced [ighteous-

- " Dr. Wayne McCown Is Dean and Professor of Biblice Studies at Western'Evangelical Seminary.. "i' • .._ toJeSUSthee_,entsaSthe Christ,inthe lifeMattheWofJesuswhich'toqkPaYSspecial attentiOnplecein " hess will inherit the Kingdom and. eternal life,
Rev;.MerrllyAnderson is Dr. McCown's Research Assistant.. fulfillment of messianic prophecy• This Gospel _, E. The "Ecclesiastical" GospelMattheW's interest in the Church has been men-

" - _ ,. - , • . . . _ indeed, can be Viewed as a polemic, designed to
" " , " answer the many thorny placations put forth by tioned .previously. The unioueness of his concernbecomes apparent when, one realizes that Mis is the

!llhe gospel according to Matthew was quoted B. Discourse--The Sermon on the Mount, cc. those who challenged the Church's claim that. only Gospel that reports any specific Christological
l more extensiyely by the Early Church Fathers 5_--7 ........ " " Jesus'is:the expected Messiah and the End of the 'teachings about the Church. The Greek word eccle-" " " Law, - sis ("church,;'"'congreg ation'') appears twice, but
than any other. Lts positicn as the first book inthe ".lI. Apostleship,.cc. 8-_--10 - " •
New Testament .testifies to its revered position by A, Narrative--Jesus' healing and teachil_g rain- • " C. Jewish Characteristics vs. a Universal Outlook on!y in this Gospel (16:18; 18:!7). In the first pas-
those who organized the canon. Because of this lstry, 8:1--9:3_.. " - " Tile extensive use of the. Old Testament and the sage. the Evangelist quotes Jesus as saying,church,."You
esteem, and its frequent use in the liturgy- of the B. Discourse'--The disciples', miss on,; 9:35-- " - ,, .. . stress of Jesus as Messiah seem to. indicate that are Peter, an(_ on this rock I will build my
Church, Matthew has been called "the ecclesiastical :10:42, " • Matthew was Wr ting for a Jewisl_ Christian corn- (NLVi. In the second,. Matthew, records Jesus teach-
Gospel. ''n This name IS appropriate, for only in Mat- munJty. Al_'d there are d'ther Jewish _spects, which ings about discipline within the Church.
thew do we find the word church (ecclesia) on the III; Hidden Revelation, 11:1-=13:52

" lips of Jesus (16:18; 18:17). Matthew, writing to and A,. NarrativemOppo sition to Jesus, cc.L11--12 "- " : distinguish"theGo_pe of Matthew. The genealogy n Matthew, the Church is not just an Ideal reality,
for the Early Church• provides us today with rich: B. Discourse--The Kingdom Parables, 13;1.-52 " . . of Jesus Is traced back to:Abraham.and arranged but a group of living, breathing people Who have." - . ' _ tr_,c tlonal rabbinic fashion (l:lff.). Jesus. is chosen to worship Jesus and follow His teachings.

resources for our preaching to today's church. IV. The ehurch, 13:53_18:35 quoted as affirming the validity of the Law, including Even the smallest church, two or three gathered to_
- • " A; Narrative--Miracles ahd the'l_lessiah's suf- name_ _s assured of His presence

even the" sm'allest letter (5:!8). His disciples are gether.in.'_esus.'
I. STRUCTURE fertng, 13:53--17:23 ..expected to fast, to keep the Sabbath, and tocon-_ _(18:20)i ,{continued on page 57) .

The structure of Matthew may account for its.earl_' B. Discourse--Church administration,. '17:24-- tinue to bring offerings (6:16 If.; 24:20; 5:23-24), The .... - - - . .
eccleslasticai intluence, and use: _t oescr_bes the 18:35 " - scribes and Pharisees are said to occupy the seat of ' " ...........
events surrounding Jesus and records His teach- V. The Judgment, cc. 19--25 Moses, and it Is urged that their instructions be fol- _ .... I'_,_
ings in a complete, clear, and orderly manner. A, Narrative--Judean ministry and Jerusalem, lowed (23:2-3), Jesus even states, in Matthew, that . {_:_`_''`!_-_:_"_"-_`_=:-'_``_-"_`"_'-_--_:.--*_`-_E-_L_L.`-_......___

The ehthor has arranged his material into five. . . co. 19;---22 - " 'He _as been sent only tc the "lost-sheep of the <.-..--.._.="_.............._ _._;,-.;= .-.................. _ .
main divisions, Each division is ntroduced by a nar- B. Discourse---The condemnation of thePhari- house of Israel" (15:24)• Moreover, He instructs HiS ,_____........................................._.....
rative section describing pertain events,surrounding sees.and teachings on eschatol- disciples to avoid Gentiles, and to takeHis message ";"----'..,'-,':.==.-:................__.'.:_.':c.%....
Jesus' ministry, followed.by a discourse section ogy, cc,-23--25 " " only to those same lost sheep (:10:5-6), I'E-'-_';E'-'-=-_-'E_':"--E'=-_'_'_"-""_'---'_,.:=.=._.,_.... _ .... _
containing related teachings, " - - However, in the context of such an exclusively : ._ ..;- _........ .L.:..,--,.¢..;.,.,_:

Each division ends with an identifiable .formula, Conclusion: Jesus' Passion and Besurrection, cc. . : ." " " Jewish outlook, Matthew.surprisingly .points to the -
generally translated, "And it.happened when Jesus 26--28 '_'--"_-'-,'-=:'-"=-...... :.--._,'_:,"_'-'_"_". . ......... = ....

_ad finished these sayings . • ." (7:28: 11:1; 13:53; Matthew's structure ts not strictly chronological, universa_ character of Christianity. The worldwide _"19:1; 26:1 'author's translation} This formula serves nor is it biographical (as we Understand that genre). , _. .mission of the Churcl_ receives eloquent testimony ........ . ._-- .........
purpose was to corn muni-* " '" it, both at the opening and the close of the Gospel The t { :_:: ;_'_ :_: -. ..... _ " -- -- l :_as a literary transition between. divisions and pro- Rather, the Evangelist's

vides continuity within the Gospel as a whole_ cate, as thoroughly as i:Jossible, significant aspects _ flrst*_WhOMessiah,areCameGentiies;t°pay Magih°magefromt°thetheEastnewlY(2:lb°rnff.). t!_.=.__..__,.{_-".T,._._'-'.-...-;-""_-._,__'_.,_..... ..... ..... , ,. ,". .......
Framing the whole, then, are an introduction con- • of the life, "character,, and teachings of Jesus.'Both " And wl_en Herod's decree to kilt all male nfants, .,,'"-=......... '.... • ., - ......

. threatens Jesus, He is taken to Egypt, a Gentile land, %;";:'_" '...... " .....raining genealogy of Jesus and the infancy narrative narrative and discourse s(Jrve that (_verall purpose.. " ......:......... _.._,._ - - *
(cc. 1--2), and the c lactic account of Jesus pas- " . " for"safety (2:13 ff., NIV), In the concluding verses of: [:_.:,.EC_.._. ......... ., ""........
sto_ and resurrecti(_n (c(:. 26--28). II. CHARACTERISTICS " " the Gospel, Jesus Issues the Great Commission, . f .......... . . _ , ,o _....... _ ';

This structure is visualized n the following out- Just as Matthew's orderly structure sets _lis "Therefore go anc make disciples of all nations" _.-,-.-........... _.T__,_._,---- " ' -
line. = Gospel apart from the others, so do several, other (28:19). The narrOW doorway of. Jud aism is here ................... ._.................

.Intro:.Jesus' Genealogy and,Infancy, cc 1--2 characteristics. TheaeJnclude hiS'ruse'of the Old ". , . _ ' flun_ wide open. While Judatsm,,seenrepresentedtheNew Israel,the I_...... _;_ .....
Testament, messianic empl_asis, universal Outlook; Old Israel, Christianity is as i.__ _'-'-'_I. Discipleshfp, cc. 3--7 .

A, Narrative---Preparation for and the begin- eachatologioal.interest, andspecificteachlngs about unbounded by the restricted environment out of
• " " " nlng of Jesus' mihistry, cc;3--4 the Church. . • ... " " which it emerged; ''_ _"............. 5

l

. . . • , . t
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• ,i _ desire to be free from sin in all its forms and in its
. _ . • - every manifestation. ''_ He goes on to say: "To hun-

. . _ ger and thirst after righteousness is to desire to be

" • " - - by'Ralph Earle free fro'm self in all its horrible manifestations, In all- . its "Forms.''_3 On the positive side he observes: "To ,
: " . - - . . . " hunger and thirst after righteousness Is nothing but

. , ..... - . , Distinguished Professor Emeritus.
" Nazarene Theological Seminary the longing to be positively holy. '.. -The man who

' " ".... ' .... ' " : " hungers and thirsts after righteousness is the man

Preaching on who v_ants to exemplify the Beatitudes in his dally

, '" . _ ' life, He is a man who wants to show the fruit of the

.... ' -" " _.-- Spirit _n his every action and in the whole of.his life

.... _ " " -: " " i i from the painful discovery that all my righteous- and activity. TMTo those who hunger and thirst after righteous-

ristian Perle ion .t nessesafeasfilthyrags'"_

theirs is the kingdom of he_ven." We cannot get The Greek verb is chortazo, which comes from
• - help from God until we file. b_nkruptcy papers in chortos, "grass." The picture Is that of cattle or

.. ' " • the ,bank of heaven..As long as we thi_ k we are sheep eating grass until they are full. Then they lie
self-sufficient, our case is hopeless, down. So the verb may be tran.slated "they will be. " " satisfied," Fitch observes: "Fullness is God's answer

_ _ __--11----"" " " " _ The second beatitude (v.' 4) says "Blessed are tothe emptiness of mO,'n'sheart. ''_

_lV_/_,l(-_k,,"_ _b. A_t_'hd_:_l=_/'_-_ " ". " .'i' thbsewhomourn."When_one realizes that he'has This fourth beatitude has real significance as a

._/1 ._.LI 11_:) _ _/- . no splritual assets that would" make hlm acceptable text for holiness preaching. We. have observedIIUI 1 1' toGod, he will:mourn. Marty.n LIoyd-J0nes writes: some people seeking the experience of entire sanc:
' ': : " " " "As I confront Godand Hip holl.ness, and corltam- tifioation for a considerable time. without being

" - ...... " " i " " " ' " ...... " plate the life that I am meant to.live, I see myself, satisfied• Perhaps the problem -was simply this:
" ' -,, " , "" ' " i ' " " i " " " - . my utter helplessness and hopelessness."" They did not really hunger aqd_hirst after*holiness..

• - " " . • . . . . To those who mourn the promise Is given: "for If they. had; they would have been. filled .with the
" ' • " . • ..: • " " " - " . they will becomforted." Thereis nogreater comfort Spirit and their hearts satisfied.

...... than the Inner assurancethat our sins have been The filth beatitude (v. 7) is:"'Blessed are the mer-
. - . " " ' " forgiven, the old record erased, and we are now a

IP=or'over 5O.years I have listened to holiness ser- John Wesley did so. But the Greekword.makarios - . . ciful, for they.will be shown mercy.'"
r mons.Most of the texts Were taken from Acts goes deeper and higher than:this. Aristotle used it ' child of God, After we have been shown-such wonderfLll di,JinaThe_lhlrd beatitude (v. 5).begins: "Blessed arethe mercy as .is described In the first four beatitudes,

andHebrewsPaUl's(12:14)EpistleS;andSometheGeneralPreachersEplstlesreached(l°npet.t°ness,.f°rdivineweblessedneSScarlbe "t_les_ed"inCohtraStwhentOhumanvvedon'thappi_feel .... meek."• Meekness is.not a matter of striking a pious certainly we should be merciful to others: But
1:15-16; 1"John) and even Revelation {22:11). "happyl" Happiness too often depends on happen- • - - pose. Rather, meekness is "a .calm acqu escence _ E. Stanley' Jones warns us: '_Most righteous people. in whatsoever is His will concernin0"-us, y9 Fitch puts ",are not merciful toward the failings and shortcom-

Seldom have'l heard a holiness sermon based on stance. But blessedness depends on God's pres-. .-it this way: "Meekness Is yleldedness to God, sub- ings of omers . . Righteousness unmodified by
the Synoptic Gospels, except perhaps the words of ence. - .
John the Baptist. "He wil! baptize you with the Holy William Fitch has written a Very helpful book on ,mlsslveness to His "will, preparedness to accept mercy is a hard, unlovely, Pharisaical, sour-visaged
Spirit and with fil:e". (Matt.3:11, NIV)*-_that Is, with the Beatitudes. After pointing out parallels between • • • whatever He may gwe. and readiness tO take the thing. ''16 We need Inner righteousness, not Just the
a fiery, cleansing baptism with the Ho!y Spirit. them and the life of Christ. he observes: "The Beati- . . .,lowest place. ''_° When we actdally realize that every- outward righteousness of the Pha.rlsees..A righ-

It has seemed to us that if the disti nctive doctrine. , rude, are thereforeh '''_ina yery real sense our Lord's - . . thing good. in us comes omy from God, it will make teousneSSnessat'all.thatAndiSyetn°twemercifUlhavealliSnOtseentrUetoorighteoUS-muchof
of Wesleyan th'aology is important thereought to be own autobiograp y. ' With regard to their s gnifi- • " usmeek.
something said about it in the Synoptic Gospels; cance for us, he says, "Here are the blessings Of' " Tothe meek the promise Is given: "for they will this in so-called _'holiness circles._'.'To be holy is to
which corn prise over: one-third of the entire New the life that is 'hid with Christ In God.' ''_ " ' Inhel'it the earth." Not the Alexander. and Napo- be Godlike, ane.God Is merciful. If He were not. we
Testament. We believe there is. The Beatitudes may be thought of as steps into I.eons, the Mussolini, and Hitler., but the meek. Would have no hope.

A man who did not believe in the deity of Jesus; the kingdom of God. and stages In that Kingdom. Those who are willing to be nothing, sO that God The most.vivid illustration of how unreasonable

the Blood Atonement, or the New Birth. made this Let's look at them that way. : " _tllltheybelnheritalleverythingthings.intheir lives, find that "in Christ" ParableltIs to refUSeofthe.Unmercifult°'forgive otherSservantiSpresented(18:23.35).intheA
statement:-"The Sermon on the Mount--that's my .The first beatitude (v. 3) says, "Blessed are the E.'Stanley Jones puts it beautifully: "When I servant owed his master $10 million. When he
religion.'-' This man had read the Sermon on. the poorin splrit"mthat :is, tnose who recognizetheir t walkedout Into the worldthe morning after I made begged for mercy, his master cancelled the entire
Mount very casually, not carefully, It is our Convic-
tion that no person Can really live the Sermon on the spiritual poverty. Edgar.Goodspeed paraphrases It _ my self-surrender I thought I had never before seen debt. On his way out. this servant found a fellow
Mount without the experience of entire sanctiflca- this way: "Blessed are those whO feel their spiritual ,_ .the world: the trees clapped their hands and all servant who owed him $20.00. Grabbln_ him by the
tlon. For the sanctffled life is the Christ life.- need." This is the first step we must take. . ' nature was atingle with joy and beauty, For the.first neck, he began to choke him. Disregarding the "

In his excellent book The Christ of the Mount, Fitch Duts it this way; ."Poverty of spirit is essen- -... time I.knew that the earth was mine."" debtor's pleas, he threw the•poor man into .prison•
E. Stanley Jones says; "The greatest need of rood- tla!ly the dethronement of pride."_He goes on to say The fourth beatitude reads: "Blessed are those When'the master heard all this, he summoned the "
ern" Christianity is the rediscovery of the Sermon on "that "pride is the very essence of sin. Pride Is the sin who hunger and :thlrat for righteousness, for .they first servant and administered proper pufiishment:.
the Mount as the only .practical way tolive. ''_ He of an, exaggerated Individualism, the "sin of the 'f/!ll be filled." - Why did Jesus mention such a ridiculous, Impos-
goes on to say: "We i'nust now cease to embalm it. usurper clalmlng'a throne that Is not his own, the " " One of the early signs of life in a normal baby I_. sible debt as $10 million? To enforce the immea-
We must embody it.''= So we want to look at what sin.that fills the universe wtth only an ego thesin . 7. . hunger. So the one who has truly been born again surable greatness of our debt of sin which God
this"greatest sermon ever preached" has tosay on of dethroning God from His r ghtfu sovereignty ''_ will hunger and thirst after righteousness. - mercifully cancels • completely when we accept
the subject of Christian Perfection, Arthur Pink writes: "To be'Door in spirit' is to real- What does "r.lghteousness" mean here? Martyn Jesus Christ as our Savior. Yet some professing

The'sermon begins with the Beatitudes (Matt, Ize that I have nothing, am nothing, and can do. Ll.oyd-Jones says that "righteousness here Includes Christians will go out and re_use to forgive.some
5:3;12). The first word In each case Is "Blessed." nothing, and have neea of a th ngs PoVei'ty of spirit not only justification but sanctification also. In other .little'thing that was said or done to them that hurt
Some would like to translate this as "Happy." Even Is a consciousness of my emptiness.. • It Issues words, the desire for righteousness, the act of hun- their feelings: We must be ."merciful" If we expect

• . - . . gerlng and thlrstlfig for It, means ultimately the togetto heaven.
6 7
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The sixth beatitude ('v. 8) pronou'nces a blessing The elghtl_ beatitude (v. 10)' pronounces a bless-
on "the pure In heart." What does this expression edness on those who are "persecuted because of Some people might object to Jones' use of the swear in court that he is telling the truth creates'a
,mean? righteousness." So me self-made martyrs pomplain phrase "reverence for personality." But we must double standard. If he tells a falsehoOd under oath,

The great Danish philosopher, Kierk'egaard. put it ;Dfbeing persecuted for righteousness', sake when it remember that "man" was made in the image of he can be legally punished for perjury. But if he is •
God-_-both Adam and Eve (Genesis 1:27). Though noi,,,under oath he can tell all the lies he wants to.

very Succinctly: "Purity of heart is to will one inten- s really for their owrl foolishness' sakd..We need to ..
lion." It mi3ans a ful] submission of our will --desiring be very honest'at this pointl - thatof-itlmage(suchl_aSasbeenmoralhOrribtyresponsibility)marred,sOmestillaspeCtSremain." truthG°dhaSallthe tlme.n°such double standard. We are to tell the
just one thing:' that His will be done always and in The Beatitudes, we note again, are an autobiogra- . - . - • -
every way.. To have a divided, will is to have an ira- thenticPhYof Christ.blographyTheY:ofShoUld.usasbe"christiansl'--bearinglncreasinglyan au- '. . .- . Pe¢ pie are not to b'e treated as animals. -V. KINDNESS (vv. 38-42) "
pure heart. His name and professing to be His followers We : II. PURITY {vv. 27-30) Again Jesus _ LJoted the Mosaic law. This time it "The sever_th commandment said. "Do not commit Was: "An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth."'

A classic definition of heart purity is that given by need to follow H m not only in doctrine; But In.expe- _ _ adultery:"But again Jesus went a long step farther• .But Jesus commanded: "Do not resist an evil per-
John Wesley. We quote it in full: . . rlence. To live out these Beatitudes Is to be truly _ . He declared that any man "who looks _ata woman son." - "

"The pure in heart" ars _thay whos e hearts God Christlike and worthy of being called a" Christian • lustfully hasalready committed adultery with her in .We may wonder why. the divine law allowed re-

hath "purified e{/en as He Is pure"; who are purl: We do well to read them.over frequer_tly: with prayer ' " his heaf't" (v. 28). . tallation, But the whole purpose was tO putrestric-
fled through faith In the blood of Jesus. from and concern that we olay be among'God's"bi'essed" "_
every unholy affection;who, being "cleansed from ones because we meet the conditions Jesus laid " ' aroundThisiSusathesehardsaying.days,howWith.canallrheamanP°[n°graphY'keephis tionSjonesOnsays:lt.But,,TheagainjewishJeSUSlawWentlimitedfarther.revenge;E"StanleYJesus
all filthiness of f esh and spirit, perfect holiness down.
n the" loving "fear of God." Th'ey are, through the " In Matthew 5:20 we have some very significant thoughts, clean? It is very important that we tell abolished it.'''_2He also writes: "The legal system
power Of' His grace, purified from pride, by the words of Jesus:."For I tell you that unless your righ- young men,_especia y, that a sudden arousement of would restrainthe deed; Jesus would constrain the
deepest pove_'ty of spirit; from.anger, from every teousness surloasses that of the Pharisees and the sex desire because of a se'ductive confrontation doer. Law touches the sui'face love touches the. does not constitute sin. It is only as we harbor the center.; on_ is retributive, the other is redemptive. ''2_
unkind or turbulent ;)assion. by meekness and teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the •"• _ . . ..
gentleness from every desire but to please and kingdom of heaven." The r!ghteou§ness of tl_e Phar- bad thoughts and begin to,relish them that we be-
enjoy God, to-snow and love Him more and more. isees was outward, ceremonial, legalistiC; the rlgh- come guilty; The old saying is still tru_ today: "You Vh LOVE (vv._43-48): - -
by that hunger and thirst after righteousness teousness that. Jesus. requires is inward, moral, can't keep birds from ftyihg over your head. but _/ou - .The Mosaic law did .say, "Love your neighbor":
which now engrosses their whole soul: so that spiritual. Itis a righteodsness.. .of inner attitude,.,,,not canE.StanleykeepthemjonesfrOmhelpfullybUlldingwrites:nests,,Thougntsin.y°urofhair"•sin,JesusbUtit didcounterednOtsay, with"HatetheY°Urcommand:enemy'"ridofln"L°VeananYenemyCaSe'•y°ur
now they love the Lord their God with all their just of outer action. Some people say_ I m glad .. . .
heart, and .with all their soul and mind and I m :under gl:ace, not under law_. But Jesus actually . " become.slhArtiored,,20nfUljoseDhth°ughtSsm°nlYthor_ceWhensaldtheYthatarethehelddevilandenemies.".is.to.lovehim.Thequickest way tOget

demands, a higher righteousness than that of the ' " " .. wTlipev'ch'on one'shoulder and whisper evil thoughts But loving one's enemy is not natural; it is super-strength J7 " Mosaic law. We.must guard nOt only our actions but. " "
" ' " " in our ear, and then move over to the other shoulder natura 'Only God, who is love (1 John:4:8, 16), can

The language here may seem a bit extreme, as n our attitudes, not only our words but our thoughts. " " • Deshazer was in a plane that bombed Japan Insome of Wesley's hymns. But the father of Wesley-. What Jesus ts' describing an(J prescribing is and tell us we have sirmed and might as well quit implant such love in our hearts by His Holy Spirit.,
anism has .portrayed the ideal of a pure heart in a spelled out in verses 21-48. In six paragraphs he . try!ng to be a.Christian: " " the Second World "War and was shot down. His cap-

" way that should challenge all of us. Rather than delineates this higher righteousness by illustrating" " " "
'_ obliterate some o( the lines, we should face the chal- t in six areas: (1) Murder {vv. 21-26); (2) Adultery - " I11. HARMONY (vv. 31-32) . tors punished him relentlessly, until he hated them.
_'. . lel0ge of living in the _enter of God's will for us, (vv, 27-30);'(3) Divorce (vv..31-32); (4) Oaths (vv, . . , " Jesus. camedown,, hard on divorce_allowed,, onlY/: In solitary confinement he became desperate for

' "' The prom se given to. the pure _ heart is that 33.37); (5) Retaliation (vv. 38-42); (6) Love of Neigh- "' " _nthe case of marital unfa thfulness. The shocking something to read and pulled out of his bag a Bible
"the_, will•see God." Too'often this is Interpreted as bor (vv. 43-48). Then" he climaxed it all by'saying: .... enld'emlc of divorce today only reveals holy far his mother had• given him. Reading the Word
meaning that one r_as_o be sanctified I_oty in order '.'Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is America has gone from God. brought him to Christ. When repatriated, he studied• - Butit is not enough to avoid divorce. As.Chris- In semin'ary to go tpack and preact_.redemptlye love
to get to .heaven. But every one who is walking In pe'rfect" (v. 48). " " _ - tians, _Nemust have harmony in our homes• Chris- to his enemies who _ad hatedhim.That Is perfect
all the light he _as at the time of his death or the " Six Characterlstlc_ of Christian Perfection . ; tlan'love must find some way of bringing this about, love. " " "_
Second Coming will sur'ely go to heaven. In the light of this last verse we might preach on It Is claimed that the formation of. a pearl begins NOTES

The real meaningis that the pure in heart will see "SIx Characteristics of'Christian Perfection," with some such Irritation as a grain of sand Inside "A,scr=ptdrereferencesn thisarticleareIrommeNewInternational
God here and now, as well•as in the hereafter. Sin is These six characteristics of Christian Perfection " the shell of an oyster•To counteract .the pain the vows,on. - -
like dust in the eyes: It beclouds the viston and are," (1) Peaceableness (VV. 21-26); (2) Purity (vv. oyster covers the annoying speck w.ith a fluid that ! E. StanleyJones,TheChristol'fhe MountINew_'ork:Abingdon
distorts the view. We need to have our hearts 27-30); (3) Harmony (vv 3.1-32); i4) Honesty (vv. 33- . "hardens into a pearl.We.must cover our irritations P,ess._93_),_._'_.
cleansed from "all sin" (1 John 1:7, NIV margin) if 37); (5) Kindness (vv. 38-42); (6) Love (vv. 43-48). • _ • --which "are bound to come--with love; until they 2.3.Willlamlbld"p.17.Fitct_."The_Beat,luoes ot.,,Je_us, (GrandRapds Win.e
we are to see God clearly day by day, as we need We want to note each of these in succession. : become precious pearls. EerdmansPublishingCO..1961),p.6.'' " . _ 4. Ibid, .

to do. I. PEACEABLENESS (vv_ 21-26) : '; " i 5. Ibid..D.24
The seventh beatltude(v. 9} reads: "Blessed are The sixth commandment said. "Do not m_ rdeL" IV. HONESTY.(vV.33;37) =b_d.. 7. Arthur W. Pink, An Exposition ot tile Sermon on the Mount rGrand

the peacemakers, for they will be called s°ns of But Jesus went farther in His demand: "Do not be Here we have the emphasis on reverence for 0.
God." a'ngry with your brother.'" The first involved action; _ truth. We should not have to swear that we are tell- Rapids:BakerBookHouse:1951).p,17 -

" 8. D, Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Studies tn the Sermon on the Mount (Grand

James 3:,17 says: "But the _Nisd.omthat comes the second involved attitude'...... - ing the truth; we should Simply tell tt_e truth! nap_d=:Wm.B.EerdmansPubsl_mgCo._1959),1:58." " .Qn()day we hearcl a youngboy excitedly telling 9 John wesley. SermonsonSeveratOccasion_, FirStserles{London:
from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving..." E. Stanley Jones finds here .a principle governing his older sister something. She probably looked in- Epworti110Pitch.p.49.Press'1944),p.202.
That Is the order her.e in the sixth and seventh Beati; this whole section (5:21-48). He puts it this w_ay:..
tudes. Purityof heart is a necessary condition for "Reverence for personality _s the basis Of Jesus' Credulous, for'l heard him say emphatically over 1L,Jonesp.70
perfect pe6ce within, But we. must showit in being teaching in.i'egard to our duttes to man. "=" He _also .and over 'Honest to God, Josey, Ym telling you the _2. Uovd-Jones,P._

"13. Ibid.. b. 79. " " " " "

"peacemakers," not troublemakers, says, _'Jesus had a passion for man."-and.tells this ti'uth."-That didn't necessarily make it true_ " t_. Ibid. . .

The King James Version says "the children of i_cldent: General'Booth Stood before .Queen VIc- E. Stanley Jones says. of Jesus: "He knew that _s.F*tc_.'_65.
Jones. 10p.,72-73.

" . 17; Wesley, P. 218. - ' " , . •
God." But the Greek says "sons of God." When" toria, who asked h m what she might do for h m.'The oaths were of no use--a good man would not need _.
there Is no article In the Greek it emphasizes kind or founder and head of the -Salvation Army repUed: one, and a bad man would not heed one. He _s.Jo,e_,p _32.
character. Peacemakers will Oecalled. God's sons "Your Majesty some. people's passion is money, brushed them aside, for he knew that nothing ex- ". to. tb_d,,_._3S._9. " " " -21, Ibid., pP. 159-60, - -

because they act like Him. In Eastern thinking "son and some people's passion is fame, but my passion traneous will produce truth Ira man is not' inwardly 2o.Ibld,,p.
of" means "having the nature of." has been men."t_ That Isthe true spirit of Christ. truthful.,,=z .... 22.Ibid.,p.171. .. " - •• " Actualli/ the practice of requiring a witness to 23. Ibid. . ,-

8 " "
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• the'only one to refer to the Twelve as "twelve dis-

• , . • ,- . " t _.., ciples" 110:1; 11:t). _ "

' "" ' " • " _;, - The Conditions of Discipleship

Preaching on • • . • by Lee M; Ha_ines, .- Condittonsof discipleshipare introducedbybOth
•" . . General Se.cretary otEducation and John the Baptist (3:2) and Jesus (4:17) wherj they

. ' '. ' • ' ' • ! • . . " i . • . the Ministry, The Wesleyan Church indicate that the entrance to discipleship, is by way
" . . •. . . .of repentance. Repentance is of course a change inone's thinking, a complete turning around in one's

Matthew's Teachings " i views and attitudeS, and John eml_hasizes th!s bY
• calling for evidence--"tr, uit in keepingwith repen-

i tance" (3:8). Jesus, in His. first great disCourse,-the
, - ,L " Sermon on the Mount, emphasizes the stringency

About Discipleship trolling factor of the relationship, but.the 'person of of the entrance.by sp_,klng of a narrow or small. Jesus himself. As a result the disciple's response is gate. a narrow way which "leads to life" but which
- .... In terms of faith and .obedience. The disci pie is not only a few find (7:13-14)..He later indicated that .

. one who Is learning inthe ordinary sense, neither disciplest_ip was for those who had radical stbiritual"
" -__ Is h8 one who challenges or. discusses what Jesus needs and who acknowledged such (9:12), an8

is saying so as to give his own opinion; rather he called "[0r.a radical conversion to produce disciples-
. . accepts desus' word In terms of the will and puts it who were childlike in trust and receptiveness [_18:1-.

probably more sermons have been preached in the schools ot the anclentGree.k philosophers. • . into practice. Fu_'thermore, he never, outgrows his 4; 19:13-15).
from .the Gospel of Matthew than from.any Atfflrst it always referred to a continuing personal status--Jesus continues as the teacher and he as The conditions are farther defined as involving• the disciple, the following of Jesus. Peter and Andrew leaVe.their.

other Dook in the Bible. Part of this is due to Its relationship between a teacher and a student, Later . . nets and James and John their boat. abandoning
length to Its position as the connecting link between it was broadened to Include the formal dependence In the New testament, the'verb "follow" (akolou-
the Testaments, and to Its status, as (he"best seller'.' one thinker might have on another who had.lived theO) is used extensively in a manner synonymous their former life to be with the new teacher (4:18-
even In the second, century A.D. Part of it is due to centuries before- him. The element in •the relation- to dlsci pleship. The disciple is one'who follows his 221.4 Jesus later makes it clear that following takes
Its preservation of so much ofJesus' teachings; the ship which, bound teacher, and disciples together - Lord. Since Jesus was constantly-on the move, this precedence overthe need for shelter and responsi-
book Is structured around a kind of "second Pen(a. was the teacher's ideas. The Ideas provided the meant for His disciples a total abandonment of all bilitles to parents (8:18-22). It involves the denial'of
teuch," five tJxtended discourses.of Jesus (5:1-- • core arou nd'whlch a school of thought developed, else to go-with Him. As disciples, they were expect- ' self. the takingup of a personal cross--the risk
7:29; 9:35--11:1; 13:1-53; 18:t-35; 24:1--25:46), and these intellectual concepts were,perpetuated ed to suffer with Him.and to give themselyes toa of fife itself (16:21-26). It involves the surrende,..of.

: each being.folloWed by "when JestJs had finished by the "disciples" after the teacher's death, life,of service just as He did. "[he radical difference every competing value, Ioyalty,or Interest so that
these words ''_ or an equivalent expression; There is no real parallel to "disciple" In the Old, between the disciples of the philosophers and the disciple is occupied only with fo owlq_ Him .

Beyond these factors, a major, part of.Matthew's Testament. The Gr'eek Word for disciple does not" rabbis and those of Jesus becomes even more ap- (19:16-30). In Jesus' second discourse, His instruc-
homlletlcal popularity Is due to the author's pastorai appear in the accepted manuscrl pts of the Sep- pa_'ent following Jesus': death .and resurrection, tions, to the Twelve as He sends them on their first, tuaglnt, This appears to be due to the .Hebrew . : Wl_en He ascended.into heaven. He did not instruct mission, He deals at length with the radical dbst
concerns, Which are as pertinent In the 20th century understanding that God illmself was the source of His disciples tc convene tO discuss His'ideas. They of, following Him--being delivered up to- courts.. " betrayal by family,'

i as they were In the first.-Apparently he wrote at a . • • . "
; time when the church had become mtxeo in mere: " revelation. There was no need for the teacher- were rather to bear witness concerning Him, for to scourgings in - synagogues:disciple relationship In terms of developing aschool them He was still the living Lord In the midst'of ' hatred from all (10:16-42). •- . for determining

bershlp with both genuine converts and nominal " " " " ' - -
believers; when many,disciples' ves were not dlf- of thought and perpetuating a teacher's Ideas. But His Church. The conditions include criteria
ferent from those of the heathen; when the church in later Jud'aism, under the influence of Greek cul- It Is interesting to observe that while the radical faithfulness. One measure of.greatness in a disc1 pie
was •often i_owerless to meet the human ne_ds ture, a parallel re at onship developed between the . concept of discipleship v_as i'etalned throughout the Is his keeping and teaching of the commandme'nts
which surrounded It or the challenges of a satanic rabbis and the talmldim, the beginning or appren- New -[estament age. the term, was not extensively (5:.19). In fact,'the righteousness of a disc] pie must
world Which threatened to overwhelm it. 2To speak tice rabbis. A talmid would attach himself to a used after Jewish Influence waned. "Disciple" and exceed that o'f the scrli_es and Pharisees (5:20; cf.
to the church In Such a time, Matthew set forth the recognized rabbi and study the Torah under his the syr_onymous use Of "follow" appear only in the theimplications of this in 5:21-44). Jesus goes "soguidance, This was a temporary relationship, to be four Gospels and the Book of Acts, e_cept for two tar,as to demand a perfection of love (5:45-48; t_f...
whole truth about discipleship as his'Master had of choice and commitment (19:16-30). He
taught It. Pastors identify with his con'cerns, and continued only until the beginner could himself uses of _'follow" in the Revelatio'n. This was_e;)par- 7:12; 22:34-40) and a perfection of discipleship'Indeclares that the wise man is .the one who hears
they find not only every conceivable topic ab0LJt achieve .status with the community of _alth. The _ worldentl_'due to the spreadof.the Ct_urch Into the Greek terms
discipleship,- but also Ideally sized and structured Torah itself, God's eternal-taw, was the determining .i whereqhere was too much danger of Chris-• factor in the relationship, not the Ideas of the - _ tlanity being misunderstood as just another philoso- HIs words and does ihem, thus building his life,
paragraphs to serve as texts, teacher. " " " ' " "

We will first seek to define discipleship. Then we Chr st an disciplesh_ p in the New Testament re- _ phy (cf: Acts 17:16-34). So theterm "disciples :_was • upon a sure foundation (7:24-28; cf. hearing and" gradually replacdd .by "church'.' (the called_out Ur_derstanding His words, 13:16-17; 23). Disciples
will look at discipleship as Matthew paints it. Hope- flectS a significant reshaping of the concept..The " i " . " •• ones) or "saints" (th'e separated ones or holy ones), are to make other disciples by "teaching them to
fully, In studying the abbreviated analysis of the central'faCtOr Is again a continuing personal rela- and the concept of. discipleship was expressed by observe all that" Jesus has said (28:20). Disciples - .

. book' beside an open Bible, 1he pastor will find t!onshlp betwee.n the disciple and the teacher, but such terms asPaul's "lnChrist," growing in grace will be judged on the basis of their own words
•suggestions for.Intriguing topics, for tying.together this relationship Is more radical than was. ever and knowledge, becoming "living sacrifices, _' serv- .(12:37), but practice is more important than pro-. fesslon (21:28-32), and judgment utlimately will be
passages which provide startling light qn each thought of by'philosopher or rabbi. The disciple's ingas ambassadors of Christ." based ondeeds [16_27).
other, and for developing series of sermons:on dis- association with Jesus is a personal attachment
clpleshlp that will speak to the church which finds "which shapes the whole life of the disciple, and 1 " Discipleship in Matthew . . It is nteresting that the fu understanding of.the
Itself again In the age of Matthew. which.in Its details leaves no doubt as to who Is . _, The G0s pel of Matthew Is One of our main sources demands of discipleship came to Jesus_ followers

deploying the formative power. ''_ In the four Gos-. for understanding discipleship. Only the Gospel of In stages. The radical nature of discipleship Is Indl-
• " . Meaning of Discipleship " pes Jesus Is: pictured as ca ng His disciples, John uses the noun "disciple" more frequently. But cated from the very beginning, but.it comes through

Wh e d sclpleshlp snow a term considered In- • determining "the Conditions 'of discipleship. It is not Matthew uses the synonymous, expression "'to fol: • to the developing disciple with increasing clarity at
separably characteristic of Christianity, It originated an idea or even the'eternal To_'ah which Is the con- low" most frequently,. He Is the only writer who. various points in his pilgrimage. •"uses the verb "to or "to make disciples," and Matthew's stringent conditions for discipleship
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and the works-oriented criteria by which faithful- lessness to.satisty the hungry (14:16-17; 15:32-34),' _" : -
. ' • . -

•ness was'to be judge'd appear to be alien to salva- to triumph, over the elements (14:24-31), to cope ' _ l _ " " :"

tion by. grace alone• However, he recognizes the with human tragedy.(17:16-20). ' ...... " " '' _ " I.JlP""lP'% "

gracious origin'of discipleship--Jesus tells the Matthew feels so keenly the contingency 01 dis- MATTHEW,PROCLA!Twelve, "freely y0u'received, freely give" (10 8). But "" clpleship that under the Spirit's direction he-inter- " " - -:'. . '
apparent y the doctrine of salvation_ by grace had prets the lost sheep not as an unconverteC sinner . ..
been abused by Matthew's fellow-Christians to the .(cf. Luke's interpretation, also under the Spirit's ' " - "

polntthatconversionwasnolon'gerradical,produc- guidance. Luke !5:4-7)but as a straying disciple . '_:'i:("J f"_r,r_llf=_UT_'_--O_]_,l_ "ing those whc followed Christ at any cost. So he (18:12: of. 18:6, 10: 14-15). Even forgiveness which i : . :
puts _the emphasis on the conditions of entry, the has been granted and appropriated can be forfeited , L';-I U P !'_1 _=,_n|r-_lU_,_ll_ I/_ .-
costs of pursuit, and the criteria'of faithfulness, if the forgiven disciple is guilty of an unforgiving _f ,._•. l. . • .: ' _. . _ , " ' , - .

• .spirit (18:23"35, esp'V'35)" _Oneeven makes it to " _' l ...." ' " ' " " " " ' "" " ' "

The Characteristics of Discipleship the wedding feast and s expellee because he aces

Jesus begins His first great discourse with. a de_ nothave on _ wedding garment (22 11-14). But the t ..,.; , _. - .'- ....-- = . - - " _ . - -- _"
scr(ptton of His disciples, They ere "the poor in spir- element of contingency is not all negative. While
it." "those who mourn," "the gentle'.or meek, "those the stu Pborn disciple may have to be excommunl- - "
who hunger and thirst for righteousness," "the mer- 'cated from the fellowship (18:15-20), the lost disci- I = he authority of Jesus gives substance to the re- man and God is 5o mere submission to His power

.... e _ pie may be found (18:13-14), and even the faithless / qu[rements of the law. Armed with the belief ,,or deoendence upon .His mercy. The plea is not tociful," "the pure, th peacemakers•'"those who
" " have been persecuted for the sake of righteous- Twelve who forsake their -Lord may be res!ored : that Jesus was the Son of Go(J the Savior of man- obey what He wills, but tcdo what He s. It is not

hess" (5 3-12). There is implied in th!s a charactens- (26:31-32). I_ind, and the dis penser of the Holy'Spirit, Matthew said: Ye shall be full of awe for I am holy, but: "Ye
t c of dependence, even vulnerability, which shows In Jesus' last great discourse• the Oiivet Dis- sets his thoughts of righteousness on the clear and" shall be. holy,/or I the Lord your .'God am holy"
up repeatedly in many ways. Disciples are "little covrse on last things, the element of cohtingency lntehtional teaching o| Jesus. He uses them as an (Lev. 19:2). _ "

• ones" (1"0:42) who believe n Him (!8:6) and w1_o _s domiriant. There Is danger Of disciples being . . authoritative cull'to the Church to live uo to its pc- There is no such holiness unless there is .the
have angelic intercessorsin heaven {18:10), "babes" misled (24:4-5, 11. 24), giving way to fear (24:6), - " tential in Christ. ,blending of.the.knowledge of God with the deeds of• falling away and developing hatred between breth_ ' " " - man. God may hav.e given His aw to be obeyed, but
to whom the Father has revealed things hidden from ren (24:10), growing co d n love {24:12) indulging Matthew, His Purpose and Audience also to teach man God's intention for him In practi-
thewise ahd Intelligent (11:25; 13:11, 16-17; cf.:the in self-centeredness' and self-servicewith the con- Matthew revealsa.unlque grasp both o.f the life cal living.
conversion to childlikeness, 18:1-4: 19:13-15). Dis-
ciplesfind greatness m filling the.role of servants .sequences of final Iostnese (24:.48-51), falling to and teaching of Jesus• and the needs of the Early To reduce Judaism to Law is to imit it to legal
(20:25-28; 23:6-12), and serve as yoke-bearers.and keep ready (25:1-13), practicing poor stewardship . Church. He portrays Jesus as theMessiah, demon- behaviorism: to reduce it to inwardness is to make i_t(25:18, 24-30), overlooking opportunities to serve .strating his messianic ministry ill worcl and deed. soiritualism. "By Inwardness alone we do not come

• learners (11:29). -"
Disciples are also people with a mission. • They those little ones (the least of the brethren., 25:41- The cent_'al message of Matthew is therighJeous- close to God. The purest intentions, the finest sense

"are the salt of the earth" (5:13),'"the. light of the 46). But there.also await the full benefits of disciple- hess of-Jesus and Its demand on those who enter of devotion, the noblest spiritual aspirations are
"_'orld" (5 14-16). T,hey.are to go preaching, healing, ship for _im who "endures to the end" (24:13) is " _ " _.theKingdom. This ringing demand is not only to. fatuous when not realized in action, .Spi_'itualism s

raising the dead. cleansing the lepers, casting out "on the alert" (24:42), carries out.his Master's In- know but to do the will of God. " a way'for angels, not for man. ''=
, the demons (10:5-15). They are to acknowledge structions(10:45-47), Is ready however long thewalt " " " "'- ' The anguage of Matthew, his reference tc Jewish This concept of the law of God is in Matthew's.

Jesus' Messlahship and have in their control the may be (25:1-13), exercises good stewardship (25: practice and law, makes it clear that he is not only mind as he tries tO cad the Early Church back from
keys to the Kingdom (16:15-19). They areto preach 14-30), Ike his Master loves others indiscriminately " " a Jew. himself, but writing to Jews within the new too great a sense of freedom to what he believes to
the gospe! of the Kingdom to the whole world and thus servesthe.little ones withoUt even knowing. Christian Church rooted in and strongly nt uencdm be a more balanced righteousness.
(24:14), making disciples of all the nations (28:19). the significance of what he does (25:31-46), byJudaism. " We know that versions of Christianity had arisen

Matthew's strong emphasis Or,_the conditions It is essential that.we give.some thought to the in which orthodoxy of belief, or Intensity of emo-
The Contingencies of Discipleship and contingencies of discipleship should not ob- Jewish.concept of God and His law. To the Jew, the tiona experience pride of spiritual knowledge, even

', .Even the conditions of discipleship reveal con- scu're the Joysof discipleship. In fact, it _'as because knowledge of God is not a store of facts about God, confidence in some link with' the•Christian pioneers,
tingent eements in.man's response to this relation- of his heartbreak over the tragedy of" seeing the but.a ielationshlp, a covenant with the living God. had come to possess greater importance than
ship. There is also the wide gate/broad way which gloi'y, of true drscipleship lost that he spoke so God Is not an object; He is a person who has spoken transformed character and holiness Of life. Ma_tthew
leads to destruction, and-many find .it (7:13-14). strongly. To make clear the rigors of discipleshipl.s to martin His law. He is One to whom man is ac- was aware of this. There were those who thought
There iS-the disciple who wanted to put other loyal- to enhance its attractiveness. Could it be that much countable, and One who is to be worshipped. Thus, that personal goodness, simple rectitude of Con-
ties first before following Jesus (8:21-22), the. pc- of the church's diluted quality and weakness of ser-' r_otonly are Words'important but actions as well. ofdUCt'mind,purityOful_rlghtnessheal:t,truthfulnessOfendkindness,Speech'havelittlefairneSStodo
tentialdisciple who turned, away grieving because vice Is due to sermonic avoidance of the rugged ! In other re g ons, gods heroes, priests are holy;• - to the_.B(b e,.not only God but'thewho e Community w th religious experience. There were even those
he considered the cost too great (.19:16-22). The aspects of following Jesus? _ is holy (Num. 16:3). "Ye shall beunto me a kingdom (Matthew recalls'thatJesus said.so) who not onlymeasure of.littleness also is revealed in him who .. .
breaks the commandments ana Influences others to N(_TES ¢ of priests, a holy people" (Exod. 19:6, author's trans- relax the commandments of God for themselves but

• do so (5:19), There Isthe foolish man who does not . . latlon), was the reason fo_; Israel's election, the" teach ethersto do S(), causing them to stumble,
hear and do I/ut builds "upon the .sand (7:24-28). i. AllacrlpturalquotationsarefromtheNewAmedcanSt=ndardelDle. . . "" meaning of its distinction. What obtains between sentatlon"T°MattheW'Sof.theMaste_,andmindthis WaSoftheagrOSSgospe!,mlsrept:e-anothe "
Thbre are the hard soil, the shallow soil, the pro- (NASa).2. R. e. O. White, The Mind Of M_tfhew (Philadelphia: The Westminster, _ " " - roOt cause o:fthe sad condition of the Church. Chris-
occupied soil- {13:1_]-22). And JlJdgment speaks of Press,1979),cap.pp.34-47.Theauthoro hll verybalefulIntroduction" " " _ tlans seemed to have forgotten thatthe highest-end
condemnation for failure as well as a crown .for csll_Matthew "a manual at church dl|clpgne".[p. 2), and glvOl a whole

cnaoter to "A Manual for the Church" [pp. 48-60). " of all their faith, e_<perlence, and profession is right.

faithfulness. . _ K.H. RengstorfInGerhardKlttel,ed,,TheologicaIDictlonaryot the "/ - Uving.''_ It Is Matthew's _urpose to call the Church

Matthew.stresses the contingency of discipleship. NewTestament[Grandeapldl:Eerdmane.1967),4:441, back to a clear view of persortal responsibility for
On the one hand. he Identifies faith as the key to 4, AdlfferentwordlsuledforJe_u|'callofthedlsclole$,llterally"Cor_e " - " "

miracles (8:5-13) and to moving mountains (17:20; after me" (4:19) But the itandarcl t_koloutlleo or 7folldw" Is used of the actions.dl=cioles're=toOhSe(4:20.22). by J m Tracy, The Church is not a group of people simply with
21:21), ,On the other hand, he quotes Jesus' use of s. whiteTheMindof Matfhcw,pp.101.150,Seeth(_chapterlon",Tho
the term "little-faith" with His disciples (five -of the Church,andtheFuture:Juagment"(up.00.104]end"OnBeingi Oil* Pastor, First Churchof the Nazarene, . . privileges, but a people with a task. Matthew wouldclpW'(DP.139-54)Theauthor,print(eeloftheScottl|hBaptistCollege - - not let them forget that they were called to be a pert
six times It appears in the New Testament--6:30: inGlasgow,_rovide_ a devaatatlngresponsetothetheOrydfunc0ndlIon-. Buena Park, California of the Kingdom. Theywere God's people• They were
8:26; 14:31: t6:8; 17:20] And he notes theli" power- aleternalsocurl|y. " "
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served "between a faithful exposition of the holy law A. You are the salt of the earth (v. 13).
to love His righteousness and seel< it as _ungry theimpress[or_that Jesus thri_atened the Temple; or of God and a pressing of its claims upon the con- B. You arethe light of tl'{eworld (v. 14).

to be holy, this search that would ehd in right living, swor_ on'oath; and he omits Mark's comment that ) " " science, and by tenderly preaching the Gas pal end If. Righteousness Can Lose Its Effactivenesso
Their task was not only to obey the commands of Jesus _brogated all fo0d'laws, as well as the state: • applying its balm to stricken hearts. Where the for- This the Pharisees had proved.
the Law,'but to live out the righteousness of Christ ment that Jesus was 'numbered with the transgres_ mar predominates to the virtual exclusion of the .. A. They had lost their savor. (Self-righteous "
being a new.people;and by this qewness calling all sors.' Matthew does not record, as Luke does that • . latter, self-righteous pharisaism is fostered; and rather than compassionate)
nations to God and godliriess. Jesus was once "&ccused of eating with unwashed -where the proclamation of the Gospel o'usts the re- B. They had put.a bushel over their Jight.

Matthew ends his gospel with Jesus' saying, "All _ands although he does retain the reply which, qulrement .of the raw, antinomlan licentiousness is. (Hemmed it in by traditions and rules)
authority [n heaven and on earth has been given to Jesus made (Luke 11:38; Matthew 23:25). ''5. " engendered. "6 " •

i me. Thereforffgo and make disciples of all nations, The teachings of Jesus concerning the law are It Is clear that Christianity is being greatly In- III. Righteousness lea Bland of Falthand Works,
baptizing them in the name of the Fatherand of the also strengthened by what Matthe;,v adds' to such :. f uenced by humanistic philosophytoday. We are A. Do deeds that honor God (v. 16).

l Son and 'of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to statements as the golden rule, recorded In Luke - i! " " far from the axtreme of legalism, but. have swung B. Practicln(] and teaching go together (v. 19).
Obey eve_thing I have commanded you. And surely 6:31, and to the record of the question concerning !,, too'far to the extreme of antir_onilan licentiousness. {Jas. 2:14-26) "Show me your faith without

• It ls imperative that we today hear the.call of Mat- deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I
I will be with you always, to the very end of the age" the great commandment. Matthew records Jesus as i do '_(Jas. 2:18_ NIV),
(Matt. 2i]:18-20, NIV). This Jived-out Godlikeness saying on these occasions, "For.this sums up the thaw to a balance of love and obedience• i,

i Matthew views as righteousness (Matt. 6:33). aw and the prophets" (Matt. 7:12 NIV), and "all the. . We must rediscover the fact that we arm not the Concluslan: Righteousness is only contagiousMatthew, HIe Message el Rit;hteousness law and the prophets hangon these two command- center of the universe. That. God's holiness and when it is a blend of genuine '_baing" and genuine- ment_" (Matt. 22:40. NIV): " -honor are of more importance than our pride and "doing."
The crucialquestion to Matthew andhis audience Righteousness is not, however, stressed only in pleasure. Ha may offer us an abundant life; but it

was the same as voiced by Micah years earlier, the upholding of the Law.but in the positive teach- is not an abundance of things to enjoy or thrills to Matthew 5:8 "Hunger and Thirst end Living.'!
"What does the Lord require of you...?" (Mic. 6:8). ings of JeSus. Righteousness that is right livir_g is- experience, but an abundance of His love and righ- Introduction" Confusion arises In man's faith

To the Jew 'much of that'answer had to center in rooted in a right relationship with :God. Before rtgh- teousness., when he is not clear on the sinfulness of sin. As one
the Statements of the Law. Matthew carefully shows teousness can be expressed it must. be. Jesus .... Humanistic society may speak of kindness and person said, "The person who has been raised In
us that Jesus the Messiah holds the Law in "high states that the righteousness of which he speaks helpfulness. It may lay emphasis-upon the needs of the church and abstained from the pvll of the world,
regard. Right living is going tO center in obedience cannot be pi'etentious--it must exceed that, if'must • mankind and his r:osources to rise to the occasion has to tell what God did for his father Instead of tell-
to the authority of God's command_, so Matthew be a quality of spirit sought and foundin God. Inner . . to supply _theml but ts Influence Is also towar'd In; ing what God did for him." This, of course, misses
uses his Gospel narrative to highlight Christ's atti- desire must be stirred. Spiritual value must be dulgence and permissiveness, We of the Church
tudes toward the Law. He does this by the words established. One.'mIJst hunger and thirst to be holy, have not escaped this tendency toward personal the deep.sense of righteousness:
and.actions of Jesus which he includes or excludes but he must do so in the full expectatio'n of being ease.and permissiveness, i, Righteousness Hal Its Beginning In Heeding

_. as compared to the others' Gospels. He also shows filled with spiritual satisfaction. I believe that Matthew can lead sincere Christians the Massage of Jasuih.Matt. 4:17,

i Jesus teaching _:leerly the principles of God.'s law, Note these sayings of Jesus which Matthew re- to. an unqualified source Of authority. Though the A. Motlvatlon--fieedom from guilt
making it clear that He is not abolishing the Law but cords_ "So do not worry; saying, 'What shall we eat?' • Bible as we have it was only tnthe making In Mat- B. Forgiveness and peace ,.
fulfilling t even where there see_fis to bedifterences -or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' thew's day, the Scriptures, the Law and t_e Prooh- ill Rlgl_teat_sness Reaches Its DaeparMaanlng irt
between His teaching end the traditions of the Jews.. For the ;)agans run after all these things, and your ets, were his. guide, The Bible must again.become - Christian Hollnal|.

In his book The Mind of Matthew, R. E. O. White .heavenly Father knows that you need them. But " our genuine source of authority or we Will De led A. False motivations Qf seeking
says Maithew carefully describes Chrisms attitude'to seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and (&rther and farther from our course of righteous- 1. Seeking for aneaslerway
the Law. "By innumerable small touches, he shows all thesethings will be gi.ven to you as well" (Matt. •ness. " 2. As an.'ascaPe from problems of the. Sin

i Jesus.blameless before the law, and careful to ex- 6:31-33, NIV). "Blessed are those who hunger an_ In. Christianity today there is a fascinating rneW-- " nature

pound the true legal position when he was accused., thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled" (Matt.. hess'of self-expression, perhaps a.refreshing new- 3. Seeking as a means of discipline
When" the disciples are accused of brae,king the 5:6, NIV). ,. - - hess of praise to Christ; but one dangei' lingers preached by the church '
sabbath by reaping corn, Matthew adds f0 Mark's "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Eord,' will - - - close.to this new waveofChdstian expression which B. Truemotlvation of seeking

i story Jesus' words about the legal right'of the enter the kingdom of heaven,- but only he who does we must carefu|ly recognize. That.is the danger0f 1. Christ's words, v. 6-.:-The cleslre to be
priests to place need above ritual. Similarly in Mat- the will of my Father who is in heaven" (Matt; 7:21. allowing our "experience" to become the authority holy.

thaw, Jesus meets the challenge about eating with NIV). of what !s genuine righteousness. Experience Is the IIh Righteousness Is the Equlpplng for Living.
f sinners not only with tPie analogy of the physician, This inward regard, for God expressed in a love .obvious result of a chosen faith, but It must be ....

but first with a quotation from the scripture setting for righteousness and a _,illingness to pursue spit- brought Into line with scriptural righteousness or It A. Making yousalt and
mercy above ritual. ''4 . itUal values above all else is the margin Jesus is nothing more than "a resounding gong or a clang- B:, Light in the world.

Another interesting insight is the first recorded speaks:of requiring in Matt. 5:20, "For I tell you that • , Ing cymbal."- " Conclusion: Only proper seeking can end In fill-I "saying of Jesus in each of the Gospels: In Matthew, unless your righteousness surpasses that of the _ . The pampered members of the North American Ing, and only fll ing can equip for serving God in the "
_ it is His respor_se to John •the Baptist at the.time of Phariseesand the teachers of the law, you will cer- - _ church may need nothing quite:as much as a pulpit beauty of holiness.

His baptism. Hais recorded as saying, "Let it be so tainly not enter the kingdom of heaven" (NIV). _ ca, for the lived-out love-righteousness of Mat-: -now; it s properfor Us to do this.to fulf_!l"all righ- Perhaps Jesus' ..statement in Matt, 22:37;39 ' thew's Gospel. " .. Other suggestions:
teousness" (Matt. 3:15, .NIV), In Mark. He first makes his kind of righteousness more clearly un- Matthew, preach it againto us today. 1. The Tyranny of Desire(Matt, 6:25-33).
speaks about repentance; in Luke He responds to derstood than any other statement. "'Love the Lord - 2. Talk Isn't Enough (Matt; 7:15-23).
His mother as they have looked for Him on their trip your God with all your heart and witl_ all your soul SUGGESTED SERMON THEMES 3..Do-What God Is (Matt. 5:4B). .
home from the Temple; and Ir_John He first speaks and with all your. mind.' This is the first and greatest. : "
In calling His first disciples, commandment. And the second is like it: 'Love your Matthew 5:13-20 _'Rlghtaousness that exceeds," NOTF.B

Only Matthew Includes the statements of chapter neighbor as yourself'" (NIV), Clearly Jesus places Introduction: Christ and a quality of life aS par- _. A_r_nar__oshu=He=¢;_L.Sod,,1Searc_at Man:• P_IIO=0_,_o_
5:17_19, which are pernaps the strongest state- love above the Law--not to the exClusion.of it. but frayed In theBeatitudes'.
ments of all about the demands •o:f righteousness asthe fulfillment of it. Righteousness would th_s be. A model of.humble, peaceful determined commit- Juda_=m(NewYork:F_rrar.Sttlus.=r_delrou=,1077Lp.289.2, Ibfd.. ¢_.340: - " " " "

• 3, R. E. O, White, The Mind of MMfho_ [Phllltdolphia', The Westt'tllnstet
as revealed Jn the law of God: Matthew colors his the lived-out expression of love., ment to godliness. - Preli.1979),1_.62
narrative further by things which he omits that are I, Righteousness Is to Be Corrective and Cents- _. ,t_=_..=:.Ts. :S. Ibld P.?7.

Include'd by the othei" Gospel writers, certainly Matthew, His Messagefor Today glous _, ArthurW.Pink/AnEx_}oalfionof theSermonontheMount(ar_nd
things which mlght"show Christ holding a lesse_" Arthur Pink says, "Healthy Cht;istianity can only Christ Illustraies this by two examples: nep,_s.Mlcl_lgan;BakerBookHouse.1959),g,aS, "
respect fop the Law or the Temple. "Matthew avoids be maintained where the balance is properly pre-
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Preachingfrom the Kingdom;Parables• - . r " • '
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My' friend ,Willard Taylor sitions on Galatians and Ephe- with this unfinishedarticlestill " "
:wrote many 'things--b0oks, sians. It came off the press in the typewriter. He died in his . . . " _ " " "' • " " .... ....

i commentarieS; articler_, schol _ about a week after his untimeiy chair surrounded by books he ......
_ arly papers, lectures, and ser- death. . was using as'resour,ccs for this . " . .

mons. He did not, live tosee his This article, however, was piece. Of special slgnifibance by Willarcl H. Taylor: • - ' " - ' "_

last,book. Beacott Bible Expo-. his. last. writing project. He died was the last line heTheevcrwrote.-Editor " ' '" " : ' ._ " i " , " " " "

i,
- , , ." •

- . . . •

. . , .-. . ,

I etapreacher.employthe_vord the heart of His'message. A people, thlngs, and'happeningsln Augustine treats .this parab'le," movetnent'awayfromtheesoterlc Thethird perlo'dlsthemodern
L.,.parable,,, and Immediately preacher, therefore, who desires a story have hidden meanings. • even more flamboyantly.He says andpressbfzarretheplaint°andanobviousattemptmean-t°ex- glican°ne'Inl:84%archbishop,R,C.TrenCh,publishedarAn-his" -

the listener's mind is flooded with that his people understand Who and the interpreter must ferret out . that the woundedtravellerisfal: ing of th'e Scripture. famous Notes on the Parables,
unforgettable pictures from the .Jesus is ancl the essence of His those meanings and,state them len'man, halt alive in his knowl-.
New Testament: a farmer march- message, would do well to devote forthe hearers. " ledge of God and hall dead in Luther characterized the mid- whlchis'still in print today. He in-
ing across a field scattering seed, serious attention to the interpre- Influenced apparently by Greek his slavery to sin; the binding up die:centuries alleg0rlsts as ;'cleri- " sists_on'seeking.the main point of
an unashamed man pounding on tation of these enchanting stories, practice, some of the great teach- ot.his.wouhds signifies Christ's cal Jugglers performing, monkey a parable: but'the details, which
a neighbor's door in the dark of. ers of this period--lrenaeus, :. restramt"of slri; the pouring In tricks," He did not abandon alle- are ancillary to the main idea, are
the night, a woman exasperatedly Principles ol Interpretation, Tertullian. Clement of Alexandria,- . . - of oll .and. wine, the comfort of gorYhisdoctrineentirely'fOrofsolahetendedfideevery-t°find squeezedremindonet°ofyleldtheth°ughtSinterpretationsWhich
searching her house for a lost If we concede that true procla- Origen. and Augustine--were good hope and the exhortation of the Early Fathers.

I ' coin. and numerous other scenes, marion includes sound Interpreta- amazingly adept at allegorlzati0n: • to.spirited work. The innkeeper,, - where in the _arables. A.B. BrUce"sParabolic Teach-
We Christians have been nurtured :tion of the Word, It would.be wise For example, the Incomparable dropping his incognito, is re- Calvin.on the other hand, the ing of Christ, released in 1882,
on these pictures because they ,for us preachers.to establish the Origen declared, "What we have " ,vealedas the Apostle Paul; and great Interpreter of Scripture that emphasizes the need of the inter-
are part of the biblical record of principles by which we will inter'- to do is to.transform the sensible " " the.two pence turn out tO be'the he was. cons dered the allegories , pre{er to seek the one i'dea In
the preaching of Jesus. pret the parables. Gospel nto a spiritual one...-., tWOcommandments of love. 2 of the Fathers"idle fooleries" and each story. However. Bruce's

Our whole energy Is tO be direct- ' ' sought himself to go "arrow_ theological commitment leads
It has been stated', and correct- 1. The history of interpretation, ed to the effort _top;enetrate to the " ". - Not all the teachers of thls pe- stralghtfortl_e.naturalmeanlngof' him to conceive the kingdom of

ly so, that parabolic preaching is Wisdom dictates -that'the search deep things of the meaning of the rlod.favored the allegorical meth- a. parable", and to put it down in God In liberal terms as a Divine
Jesus' art. Of course, the rabbis for thevalid princ p es of interpre- Gospel." Note ilow he allegorlzes 0d. The lea_lers of the school one short, clear senter_ce. Commonwealth :to be gradually
before" and during Jesus' day tation should include a survey, of "The Good Samaritan." _ which has been identified with
used parables" In their ministry, the _lstory of Interpretation. In • - Antioch of Syria--Theodore of For example, in dealing with the established here on earth.
but no one perfected and era- other words, What principles have The man who fell among t " As far as the progress Of para-
ployed this method of presenting guided the Interpretation of the thieves IsAdam.-As Jerusalem _ Mopsuestla and. John Chrysos_ 'Unjust Steward" (Luke 16:1-13),
the truth more effectively than parables during the history of the represents heaven so Jdricho, , tom--Insisted thatone must Inter- Calvin Writes: "How stupid It Is to bollc hermeneutics Is concerned.
Jesus. Parables ate the most Church?" to which the traveller Journeyed, 1 pret the elements in the parables want to Interpret Itin every detalll • the Important person during this, that are urgent and essential and Christ simply meant that the chll- time is a German by the name of
chara:cteristic aspect of His min- A. M; Hunter. in hisconcise yet is. the world. The robbers are
istry. Approximately one-third of insightful monograph entitled In- man's enemies, the devil and' not waste time on all the details, " dren of this world are more dilt- Adolf Julicher,. who published n
His recorded teaching involves terpretlng the Parables, gives a his minions. The priest stands ,The central truth of a parable gent in their concern for thelr own 1888-89 a two-volume work.on
;)arables.. Drier history which is divide'd into for the Law the Levite'for the " . "musi be uneartheo and declared fleeting interests than the sons of the,parables. Die Gleichnisreden
-P,t one pointin his G0spe, Mdrk three periods.The first periodem- prophets. The good Samaritan ' and the rest of the story should light-for their eternal well-being." Jesu, in which, he sounded the-not consume a person's time. NumerolJs scholars of this pert- death knell of the.allegorizing of

- _ Despite the protest Of the Antio- od. both Protestant and Catholic. the parables.notes. "With many such parables braces the centuries from the is Christ himself, The beast on
he spoke the word'to them. as Apostolic Age through the Middle which the wounded, man was
they were able to.hear It; he did Ages.. During this era the control- set, is Christ'Sbodywhichbears " chene school to allegorlzation, were nfluenced by Reformation Pa_'ables are similitudes, not al-
not speak to them without a para= ling principles for interpreting the the fallen Adam, The inn is the that.mode of Interpretation pre- approach, but each one had his legorles. Each one has onepolnt
ble" (4:33-34, RSV).. parables was allegory. "To alle- Church; the two pence, the Fa- vailed. - particular emphasis with respect of .comparison or likeness. One

It would not bean error n inter- gorlze or not to allegorize, that ther and theSon; and the Sa- The second period delimited by to the meaning of the kingdom of must concentrate on this point
pretatlon to concludethattoknow was the question during this pe- maritai_'s.promise to come -Hunter Is. the Renaissance and God.as expres.sed in the para-, and consider the rest of the story
the parables of Jesus Is to know rlod."' Allegory assumesthat the again, Christ's Second Advent. _ Reformatloil. Here we disc,over a hies. as narrative or dramatic machin-. - : 17
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",, " s'ermonic monstrosities. , , . i.. ,,_......,...._

,L" II-t iJ IJll I !.. • . . I,

• • _i 1"

erY.licherassumed that the0neBeingthe liberal he waS,pointJU-Poor2PrlncipleSexegesisof Interpretation. to render a udgment concerning _il _ u -,.-_"'n'_ emtan "4"'"

will oft,n lead to Him. Even when ,Jasus leads with "_. _rm,_.l_l_ _l,l,fA791L,1 ° .... • "

of each parable was a general fallacies reg_rding the Gospel, a r'eferellce to the kingdom of
moral point. He did not-relate the but also in some cases create ser- God, He is introducing something -'.

truth of the parables to tne central monic monstrosities. It is Impera- about himselfto which there must ' ' .uL Churchteac 'n. of the Gos els and the t ve, therefore, th,t we b,e guided be a response. " " Or ,heb g P ., . ,,. . .: . .".:. " .rest of the New Testament having by valid hermeneutlcal principles. The parables do" riot express - - . . • . .

to do with the atoning Work of • (a). Seek for the alngletru_lh in generalpaysto bem°ralgood.truths'tcworkSUChhard,as'"ltto " . " • " " " i. " -"
Christ. the parable. Build your,mess.age !ore your neighbor/' Goodness - . " " '. '. • " "

However; me value of his work around it, drawing uoon the ele_ and love are defined in the Chris- -.", .... .
has to do.with draw ng commen- ments of the story and any corn- " - " -
tators away from excessive alle_ ments on the parable by Jesus.or ttan faith by the.nature of Christ . . . . . .

•" and our relationship to Him. Our " " . . .....
gorical modes .of Interpr'etation by the writer c r the Gospel Each concepts of human gooclness and " .
and leading them to finding more . stor'y has some subsidiary truths, " "
realistic and wholistic ways of but they are bound to the.control-, love failfar short of the divine de- ." . .... . ..... -
dealing with these stories. Ung truth. The best nomlletical, mand; Thus the call is to surren- " " . • ;." . -.der to life in t[_e Kingdom which • • - . . . . . .

A very .important name in the style emphasizes one major idea turns out to be much more radical " . " _ " - • " " " . • " ' '
modern period is•.C. H. Dodd. and Its ramifications r_ather than .......
whose little book The P.arables ol two or.three separate thoughts. than we expected. _1_ ne-thlrd of'the books of the New Testament_do _ • " ' "
•the Kingdom out new ground in . (d) The rule of the end stress " _ .not even use the familiar word ekklasia (usual- . . IJexplicating the parables. Dodd rb) Contextual study is abso- must be'followed, too.By this is " ly translated "ChUrch" and from which ecclesiology . : . . . - -.
argued against Julicher's moraliz- lutely necessary, Both the m- meant that the spotlight gehel_ally. . isderived) even once. Matthew's Gospel,is the only " - by Morris A weigelt
ing method but agreed with him mediate -context. and the wider falls on the last element in a p.ara, Gospel to use.the word(he uses it only in 16:18 and
that the typical parable presents context of the particu|'ar Gospel ble. For example, 'in the parable 18:17). Matthew "records it. in Jesus' response to Prolessor of New Testament, -
one single point of.comparison, in. which the parable i's.found..as of the eaven (Mater. 13:33) the Peter's confession .of the Messiahship, while Inter- Nazarene.TheologicalSeminary

However, he declared that the well as parallel recordings'it1- oth-. emphasis seems to be upon the estingly 1'and 2 Peterdo not use the word.
• parables must be interpreted In er.Gospels must'be studied. How- clause "till It .was all leavened" . . . It is even more striking to find Matthew using the

their historicalsetting. One should ever, Sltz im Leben, that i.s, the'. (RSV). Or, in theparable of"Wise word when we understand that he operates from a •
not try to modernize them and at- life-situation of Jesus himself and and Foolish Maideris" the con- strong Jewish'background ant writes for a largely throughout the land of. Palestine. Opposition has
tempt to place Ul_On them some the Early Church should be ex- cludirig word Is an exh0rtatlon: ; Jewish audience. We are immediately warned by been risingand the.crowds have been increasing.
current moralidea. The settidg of plored..Who is this'Man Jesus? "Watch therefore, for you _<now . this contrast that we must not read later under- The question of the essential nature of the ministry
the parables is.the message of. Why does He preach this .way? neither the day nor the hour", st_ndings of the word church back into the mouth.of and massage of Jesus must be facecl. Jesustorces

, Jesus which has to.do with the What is the Gdspel wrlt'er intend- (Matt. 25:13, RSV). "Jeshs. that q_Jestion with His. question:,_,,"Who clo people, say
-_ realized presence of the kingdom ing to sa_; to'his reader's through . ' . . . The pl'lmary question that faces, both the exegete that the Son of Man us. (v. 13--NASB wdl be used
; of God. That thought must govern the recording of' the parable in The quotation of.Matt. 25:13 was the end the preacher, then, is: What did Jesus mean thfoughout the a_'ticle).

. this.particular setting? last line Wlllard Taylor ever wrote, when He used ekklasia? How did the rest of Mat- In all three of the .Syrfopt_cs, Peter ts the spokes-
their Interpretation, according to . These are all high!y r'elevant The hand-written notes which'l found :Dodd. " _ thew'.s Gospel enrich our understanding of the man who responds that'Jesus Is indeed the Christ

This outstanding teacher won Inte'rpretative questions because at I_lsdesk: nd cated that Willard was concept?. The secondary--but equally important " --the Messiah. In each ofthe Synoptics Jes_Js re-

his day.and competent interl_re- they open up preaching possibil; going to proceed by gwing specific I: question is:How are these multlfaceted concepts to quests the disciples to withhold this informationters today give serious attention itles for our day. Below we _VIIIbe ideas on preaching from the Kingdomparables In Matthew chapter 13. We be proclaimed and Implemented In the20th century from the public. Each of-the Synoptics.tben records
to understandirlg the life-situation dealing with the content of the will never know now wllat_i_nslghtshe Ifwe are to be true tc Jesus and live under the au- the attempt of Jesus to reinterpret the nature of the
in which the stories were told. Of message of the Kingdom which is would have shared. Doubtless "_hey - : t_orltyof the Word? To these two Important; and Messianic'mission in terms of suffering, and re-
special Importance. was the full informative of this phase of the wou d have helped us preach better. .difficult, questions this'article is addressed. " jec;ti(_n and death. Matthew and Mark record the. remonstranceof Peter {showing his Incomplete un-

message of Jesus as found in the interpretative process. But it is simply up.to us now--each " " L Exegesis derstanding) and the sharp rebul_e0f Jesus: "Get
Gospels. (o) A corollary of the previous one of us can complete this.unfln- . . .

•Sirlce the publication of DOdd's principle Is the need to Interpret" Ished article by appl_,ing the princi- Since the ex_egetlcal question always precedes behind Me Satan! You are a stumbling block to Me;
work In. 1935, the'field of parable the parables Chrlstol0glcally; All pies Willard cited above to our own proclamatlo_ It wnl be necessary to immerse our- for you are not setting your mind on God's -int_r-' preaching on the Kingdom parables selves in Matthew 16 and 18 to gain primary infor- ests. but man's': (16:23).
study has been in constant fer- that Jesus said and did was to the' of Matthew. _ . marion In preparation for preaching. Jesus then makes the clarion call of cross-bear-
mentation. Numerous studies end ofrev.eallng himself to" His Ing for genuine disciples (16:24 f.). The demands of
have been made recornmending hearers. We have been rernlnded NOTES A. The Context
various modes of Interpretation. again and again that the parables 1. A M Hunter.InterpretingThePa_abie= Matthew 16 (along with the parallels in the other the Kingdom ere total. Life must belost for the King--- (Napf]rvllle.IlL: SCMBOOkClub,1960),pp, Synoptlcs) presents the central event in the ministry dom's sake In order to find It.
Space will not permit even a brief are challenges thrown out to men =s-_6 " - of Jesus. Jesus has been teaching and preaching Matthew 17 records the Transfiguration, theheal-
reference to the leading ones. to respond to Jesus, that is to say,. =._b=d..D._ .1 19
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ing of the epileptic boy. and the tax, payment issue, who is the s _okesman for the disci _les. Each of the
Chapter 18 records the teachings of Jesus.on rank Synoptics records his answer differently: Luke: "The " '
in the kingdom of heaven, on the severity of penalty Christ of God".(9:20); Mark: "Thou art the Christ .... : ...
for those who cause stumbling, on the search _'or - (8:29); and Matthew: ",Thou art the Christ. the Son :." " - . ..... . . •
the 190th 'sheep,'on the function 6f the ekklesia In of the living God." Matthew records the most com- . - -
resc(}lng the one Who. sins, and on the nature of plete definition and thus sharpens the contrast :'•" ' -,- " " " "
forgiveness (using the unmerciful slave as an illus- with the misunderstanding which follows in verses
tratlon) 21 and following.

The Gospels quickly move from this pivotalevent How difficult'it was for the disciples (both ancient

:i_ of the Great Confession to the Triumphal Entry and and moderri) to understand the true nature of Mes- L
the CJross and the Resurrectiom The context of the siahshi p! . _

usage of ekklesla, then.'is the heart of the gospel's D. The Divine.Revelation " " "" l "
understanding of the mission ,and message of In11:25f, Jesus had announced His ministry to_ _, " " " " "
Jesus. It is !re'possible to avoid this message with- the weary and heavy-laden--t0 the gentle and hum- f _,.... -'
out emasculati ngthe gospel, ble..In the langl_age Of prayer He had praised God. •

B. ekklesla: Historyof the Wor(I for hi<_tng'truths from the intelligent and .wise and " ', ."
Manywriters:,have moved ,from the derivation of revealing them to babes, In verse,17 Peter cleady

the Greek word akktasia to define the church as the falls into that category-_revelation has come to this
"called out ones." The word church, however, vociferous babe.
comes from the G.reek word kuriakon--whleh The blessing of Peter pronounced byJesus.is _
means "belonging to the Lord" as in the Lord's Su p- recorded only here in Matthew. Peter'S corn _rehen- " "
per or theLord's Day. . sion of Jesus'.Messiahship can come to him O/]ly'.by . " , "'. :

Since Matthew writes in a Jewish milieu, the,Sep- divine revelation. "Flesh. and blood"--mere men-- " ' " i " .=
tuagint(Greek Old Testament) usage of ekklesiaJs cannot arrive at this understanding unaided, "My - "W,,=°J,,-.,,-_
significant. Ekklesia. appears in the LXX about100 Father who is in heaven" is the only source of such : "' " • ":'"_ :" " " " ' " " " " )': <3T''_" " ' ' : ' "
time§. In nearly every case it Js used to'translate !nsight. . • " : , " '

• qahal: The primary meaning Of qahal is assembly J,esus now grants a new name to Simon Bar- . j ., • . .
or congregation. "l_he distinctive usagesof the Old jonas--the narhe.Peter; There ts .no evidence in. " " - ....
Testament indicate .that the special meaning of either Greek or Aramaic that anyone was called ', • -
qahal is derived from the God who calls Israel to- Peter, priorto Christian dines. There is evidence-- ,, -_:-,.._._: ," ........ . , . . . • •
gather. The qahal Jahweh is the congregation or from Abram onward_that names indicative of char- which Pete_.has just made in the previous verses. " up his cross, and follow Me" (24). The Church is
assembly of the Lord (Deui; 23:2 ff.; 1 Chron. 28:8: actet were given. Now the fisherman who is one of . - " " Oscar Cullmann In more recent years• has argued indeed the "people of God;" "
Neh. 13:1; and Mic. 2:5). It is•quickly apparent that the Father's "babes" is-designated as "rock." What " that the passage ,obviously points_to Peter as the What are some 'of the clues from other sections
the congregation of.the Lord Is an equivalent to the a contrast! . rock -NotPeter !n some official capacity but Peter of Mat(hew that will a_d us in understanding what
"people of God" (a phrase that appears nearly 1.500 Immediately Jesus says:. :'And uponthis'rock I as the confessor in spite of his personal qualifica- Jesus meant when he referred to ."My people.of
times in the. O d Testament), It should be not.ed that will build My church: and the gates ,of Hades shall lions (so very visible in the misunderstanding sec- God"? The'cones _t is visible throughout the Gospel
qaha/is also translated in the LXX by s#nagoge not overpower its' (v. 18). Reamsof material have : lion which follows). Peter did play-an outstanding in much the same way as the concept of the Atone-
"(fro'm which our word ".synagogue" is derived). The been written;albout this passage--often with hidden • role |n the.Early Church. although clearly not an 'ment is definitiyely treated in Romans without using
prim,_ry meaning of sunagoge is also assembly c)r agendas_---both political•and ecclesiastical. • .... exclusive role, " the wor_ cross.

gathering together.- ., . Attention'is usually directed to the.word play " " ! Alan "Richardson summarizes the commissioning 4_ In Matt. 13:41, Jesus speaks of "the _ingdom oi
The primary meaning of. the wore ekklesia for between the new name granted to Peter and _the - - of Peter we I: "Chr St's choice of Peter as the foun- the Son of Mani" The idea reflects the Danielic iclea

Jesus (as Matthew records it) lies in the God who word rock. The similarity.is visible bothin Aramaic , diction-stone Ofhis Church is as mysterious and as of the kingdom of God growing out Of a rock .lrom
assembles • His peoplefor. His purposes. Jesus is .and it1 Gr'eek. The major concern. I_0wever; is not real asGod's election;of Israel:Peter is chosen, is the mountainside (Dan. 2:34f, 44f.).
teaching His disciples the meaning of Messiahship in the relationship of the words, but [n the signifi-• dlsobedlent.but remains the chosen instr_Jmant of In Matt.:12:28 Jesus announces the coming king-
(with special reference to suffering) and speaks of cance of this statement of Jesus. The idea of build-

-"His ekklesia'--His gathering of obedient disciples .leg upon a rock had already been'introduced at the ..... • - God's wl[[; despite his failing and failures he fulfills -dora of God by the exorcism of.demons. HiS answerconclusion of tt]e Sermon on the, Mount. Even the purpose for whicl7 he and his fell.ow-witnesses to the doubts.of the'disciples of John the Baptist
for Kii3gdom purposes, before that. Isaiah (51:'1 f.) had compared the new were 'chosen before of God'" (Acts 10:41): (Alan ir_ 11:4f. reinforces the idea that the Kingdom hasRichardson An Introduction, to the Theology of'the already broken into the present in His ministry. The

C. The Great Confession Israel to a roci_. It, was already.a familiar idea• New Testament [New York: Harper and Row. 1958], finalwords of chapter 16 reflect the same idea,
As chapter 16 _pens. the Pharisees" and Saddu- Five major positions on the meaning of the "rock" " - .... The Kingdom parables add additional insight into

cees are asking for specific proof of the ministry of upon which Jesus will build His Church are appar- p. 310.) . the essential nature of the "new" people of God.
Jasus, Jasusrespondsthattheycan read the weath- ant 'n the history of interpretation, .One group of " ;' E. My Churoh_ that Jesus is crea.ting, The new covenant language
er signs and predict the weather of the following- commentator:s Simply discard thePassage as in- Theremainderof verse 18 speaks of the inde- of the Last Supper • radicalizes the definition. The
day, but they have misread the "miracles aS signs of consistent with the teachings and understanding of '" S|tuctJbJllty of the assembly of God which will be total commitment• language of the second half of
the imminent Kingdom. So Jesus confronts His dis- JeslJs and refuseto deal with it or ascribe it to the .- " built upon this rock: Even the gates of Hades will not chapter '16 also emphasizes the radical discipleship.
ciples, with their undersfand_g of His ministry Early Church. A. second group (the trad t on_a Ro .... • - • . beable to overpower the congregation Which Jesus The new people of God--the ekklesia of Jesus--
amo[tg them. man Cathqlic oosit!on) holdsthat Peter Is the rock will build, is founded by the suffering Messiah, Jesus not only

The question Jesus poses to the disciples is and the authori.ty granted to him is transfel;red to.his! The crucial exegetical- question here is: What is - Introduces the suffering idea. but calls His people to
more pointed in Matthew thdn in either Mark or. successors exclusively_ Augustine and Luther rap-
Luke. He says:,"Who do peop e say that the Son'of resent the-third gl'oup who understand that Ch_:ist " ,.__ "my chul'ch:' to which Jesus refers? The Jewish the same method of victory. The,power is so great-- background of ekklesia I]as already, taught us that that the gates i)f Hades canr_ot triumph over it, "
Man is?" iv. • 13). It is almost a leading question, himself _s the rock upon •which the Church wnl be. it refers to the g'roup of obedient disciples which., The resurrected Mess!ah consummates the King-
After the disciples have noted the varied responses built. Chrysostom and Calvin represent the foul'th God calls to himself. Jesus now calls disciples to dom and leads His people to that final triumph
of the crowds_ Jesus restates the question directly: group and maintain that the rock on which Christ follow Him In total commitment: "If anyone wishes depicted in so many of the Kingdoml parables.
."But who do you say that lain?" iv. 15). It is Peter will build His Church is thefalth of ti_e confessibr_., to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take The confines'of this a_;ticle do not permit full
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treatment of the Kingdom theme. Eldon Ladd's of God. as a primary witness-to the suffering and " "
Jesus.and the Kingdom (titled The Presence of the resurrection of .Jesus. As a confessor he shared in
Fufurein.the r_v!sed edition) delineates this mate- the legislative decision'-making of the Kingdom [the : - " " , " •

rial ifi very helpful manner• The headings of the ".keys" of the kingdom). That same function is - , A devotional,Lenten Consideration of the
chapteron the•Kingdom and the Church will serve passed to other members of the new pdople of God

i_ to point the directions of his study: The Church is in 18:15ff. " ' -' peraonand worl( of our Lord. . . -'. .
;i not the Kingdom; The Kingdom creates the Church; The full-robed definition of the new people of God .... " • " "'. .. ' " " : -

the Church witnesses to the KIngdom; the Church Is must draw upon the whole Kingdom teaching of " " '• . . • , .. ...

the instrument of the- Kingdom; the Church: The Jesus. The Kingdom 'begun in the life and mirlistry- .... . : ' '_ . • "'" . '. " i'i '; "' ,'iCus(bdlan of the. Kingdom (George Eldon Ladd, of Jesus proceeds through His followers to the . .-

i . . j-

Jesus and the Kingdom [Waco: WordBooks. 1964]',..0rand finale designed by God wher_ "the kingdom:of _ _. • . .
pp. 258-73). the world has become the kingdon'/ of our Lord, t '.. .-- . .... • • ....

. " " ' and of His Christ: and He will reign forever and ever" , • , . • - . o:.
• F. The Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven (Rev. 11:15] t "

The c0nclusiorl to this di'amatic pronouncement - _ - .... • .
of Jesus is found in 16:19. The trustlng.confessor• III. Suggestions for Proclamation . .. "_" , ..- .

Peter. is given the keys to the kingdom of heaven. Several major direot!ons for•sermons immed!ately " " " " " im_r

Again'discussion has swirled about the meanlng of' become visible; ' .... " MATTg[W [00HSthe passage. "Keys" are an extension of the meta- The first area is an enriched understanding of the " " _1 " - " •
pho.r of a building built upon a rock (cf. the closing nature of the Christ who calls the Church'into exis- . . - - -
illustration of .the Sermon on "the Mount in 7:24f.),. tence by His message and modeling. The failure to - . .

Theconcepts of "biNding" and "loosing_' are rab- clearly understand the Christ of the Chu_'ch is re- "' " " " Tg[ SON _"_ G0D "binic technical terms.referring to administrative and sponsible for much of the halfhearted discipleship " " " " . : " : '- " ' ". " .
legislative authority. Actions or'things ,which are , today. As inJesus' day,' "f0 k theology"obscured _ " " " "

bound are prohibited and actions or things which the real Messiah and many people failed to recog- - .. ,. :..i. : ' ... ". :are permitted are loosed. The obedient and faithful nize and follow Him. The contrast between the ideas '
confessor.is like a great scribe or rabbi who will of the multitudes and the confession of Peter• and ..
make decisions b_sed on the teachings of Jesus in the contrast between the inadequate concept of the . , . : - : - "
the coming Kingdom. Great Confession and the Suffering Servant teach .... - . .... by Paul Merritt Bassett :

In 18:15-16 the authority to forbid or permit is - inns provide the basic materi_.l for a powerful rues- " " Professor of Church History, _lazsrene Theological Semihary " "

_ranted'to the disciples who are a part of the local sage on the Christ of the Church, . : .

ekklesia In order to.solve problems arising in the "'A second area of.proclamatiOn centers around an • .. ' .....
_- . treatment of a brother who sins. This second apt enriched understanding of the true nature of the , . _ " _ . . : :. .

} pearance of the word ekklesia clearly Indicates that _hurch. One sermon should grow out of the Old .... ' • ,
the authority granted to Peter in 16:19 Is not ex- Testament roots ()f tfie'idea of the people of Go=d-- : " : - , ' . "
clusive,, the assembly .of Jahweh. Another message should _ .. ._ , . , . _ - . .-.

The partial understanding .of the nature of the highlight the.life of the people of Codas they follow ._i ._ . ".. " " "

Mes_siahship (partial understandings can be very the great Model and Pattern--Jesus himself. Yet " " , =The marvelous wealth of meaning:in the titles God;appears jn Matthew's Gosp'el is-in the accounti dangerous) is'reflected when Peter reeukes Jesus another message should emphasize the content'of " borne by Jesus n Matthev}_s Gospel has fas-, of Jesus' baptism by John (3:17): "This is my be-
for speaking of suffering -and rejection and death the new pedple o! God growing out of the rich clneted thinkin'g believers since at least the second loved (or only) Son; upon him my'favor rests."* If
and resurrection (16:21 f.). Now Jesus designates kingdom of heaven material in Matthew. - " -
the "babe" confessor as "Satan." His r'ebuke is a . A third area for pi_eaching which demands atten- . . century. And while there have been few agreements all we,knew of this incident were these words and
scandal--a stumbling.block to Jesus, for Peter has tion isthe nature of the individual members of the" "' " nsto which of the titles holds preeminence_ the con- the fact that there was a baptizer, and a baptized.
been evaluating from a human point of.view. - new' people of God One message _;ould flow from " ' Census.holds that one title or another contains the we would assume that they referred to the baptizer.clue to Matthew's understanding of our Lord. for the baptism of John was a "baptism .unto repen-

The passage.in chapter 16 concludes with the cail the pattern'lived out by Jesus and be ca ed "The
to'decisive andradical discipleship• The announce- Model and the Replicas.'; Another sermon should - . . • "Lord, '_"Messiah," "Son of David;" "Son of Man." lance."• !'Son of Abi'aham," and "Son of God." these are the But the great celestial'declaration that:we are in
ment of the coming Kingdom is powe_'tul. The arrival highlight the radical, nature of discipleship ,ir) the
of the Kingdom is so near'that "some of those who neW ekklesia. A clearer understar_ding of the nature principle titles used by the F,irst.Gospel, And they the presence of the -Son of God applies to the Onefell.explosively on the ears of the generation to ' baptized• Matthew has, lust shown us a picture of
are s!ar_ding here.., shall not taste death until they,, of the authentic people of God will draw people to ,- }
see the Son of Man coming in.His kingdom" (16:28). give their lives for such a _avior and.Hispeople:. _ whom Matthew originally wrOte. It may be that some John telling the smug religious establishment that

Yet another sermon shou d present the function of _ of them had seen and. heard "that Galilean." Many being sons of Abraham is not enough. There lies

II. • Theological Afflrqtations leadership flowing from the fallible and emotional ; of them would have known folks who had. So Jesus beyona the rang e of genetic or e_,en covenantal.... as He was" was still a fresh memory. The squaring advantage quite another kingdom. There, sonship is
The indispensable step frpm exegesis to preach- Peter the confessor to the legislative binding and of the title_ with the._'l:eal 'history,"-still relatively based upon obedience to the Father;; obedience ining is the enunciation of the theological affirma- Ioosir]g in the name of Jesus.

tions. To that step we nowturn. . A. fourlh'area for preaching might grow out of the " _'" " recent, would, excite the believer• and appall the good works (yv. 8, 10) and in spiritual" purity (vv. 11:-
The Church is tile ne_, people of'God cr:eated by hindrances to the Kingdom from inadequate under- plous'Jew--ah'd mean very little to the pagan• . .12] an obedience that is not merely self-preserva-

We've grown used to them, of course• So they do tive iv..7).the call of the Messiah. The Messiah who calls the standing• Peter's attempt to deter Christ from the • ":'" "..". -" • - _ " "
assembly into existence is a suffering Servant who necessary redemptive suffering is a pungent illus- . not generally strike the sparks of reflection .!n us Matthew fascinates us here. for he began his as-

that they did then• But their richness remains, ahd count by telling us precisely that Jesus is the son of
himself suffered• was killed, and was raised !rom tration of such an attitude. " " " " " . - espec a y during the Lenten and Easter seasons Abraham (1:1). To be able to say, "1 am a son of" the dead. The new people of God are called to a In all of your preaching, the enriched understand- -
radical discipleship--of denial an_ cross-bearing, inn of the new people of God should inform and in- they :can serve as means of deyout consideration Abraham" was to be able to claim all of the prom-
of redemptive suffering; spire and challenge, Let the Scriptur:e inform yot3r- of the person and work of our Lord. They .can ises of covenant--and maryelous they are. But here

Peter, as a result'of divine revelation, received an people, and.your people will be forcedto evaluate .... deepen our acquaintance with Him. So let's look at was a. true. son of Abraham seeking baptism, a.
understanding of the nature of the.Messiah he fol_ their life-styles as members of the K ngdom Church • " " .oneof them through the eyes of Matthew..Let's baptism unto repentance•
lowed and became the foundation of the new peoble as"Jesus presented it. . _ • listen to him tell us of Jesus "the'Son of. God," Jesus' .demand • that He be baptized left ,John". One of the earliest places that this title. Son of thoroughly puzzlecl iv. 14), but In compl)ance with
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the will of the Father, he performs the rite. The Son some obviously detrimental practice--or corrupted . - - fear and his egocentricity, when he cried out. "Lord. wonder-working prophet, such as Elijah; not even a
of God did not need baptism unto, repentance ex- structure--and asked her Lord. wh'o is right there • " save me!" Jesus immediately stretched out His .prophet of such. insight end hope as Jeremiah

cop{ in ol_ed[ence to.the Father's command, but no doing miracles in settinc) 'straight the minds of His hand,and grabbed hold of him--and asked him why (v. 14). Una!ded by grace, our best thoughts might
son of Abraham has right tohis ancestry without it;. people, to take a walk because He is rocking the he had doubted. Then he entered the boat with turn to such as these to describe Him.. but He is
Could it be,that Matthew Is saying something like " establishment boat. " " Jesus• and' the wind ceased. It is in the face of more. infinitely more. Matthew would confess it.
this to the Church: "Unless you let Christ Identify " And there is further irony, too. for so far. not one . Peter's Weakness and lack of faith, as well as the• Now.Matthew.notes that Jesus, confessed as Son
with you, son of Abrham. and in perfect obedience single human being has declared Him to be Son of calming of the sea, that those in the boat said what of the !iving God, turns His face toward Jerusalem
to the Father abjure serf-preservation and ego-pro- God--so far. in Matthew's perspective, only the HOly they said. But the context was also one of mercy and suffering and death. And to what.the disciples.
lection; you cannot truly know that He is the Son of Spirit.and the demons:have confessed It. What do ' "
the Father. God"? Could it be that.our knowing Him you suppose that "means? . _. and rescue when Peter failed his own test. It wasa even.the one who had confessed Him to be the Son
as Son of God in some way dependS, upbn our Jesus' usual title for himself in His public ministry, • confession of Jesus' divine Sonship in the context of God, could not grasp--to resurrection.

I of human frailty an(_ doubt and in the context of -.
receiving Him as. a true son of Abraham• one who as Matthew hears Him. is "SOn of Man." This is divine forgiveness. At the center of Matthew's story So now in the context'of imminent suffering, Mat-
identifies so profoundly with Abraham's seed that probably Matthew's way of saying that the title "Son " is divine forgiveness, not merely the divine power thew, having shown us" that Peter does not under-
He also accepts on himself their sinfulness.& Could of God" is a confessional title, that it may be spoken j' over nature..And in the presence of such forgive- stand the depth of'his own confession• turns to tell
it be that in order for Him to.be known as Son of only by those recognizing His divine authority as -. ness. the church's confession is. "Such power and us that the Father himself again reaffirms the dlvir_e
God,.we too, as John,must allow Him to align him- authority over them. or by the Godhead "itself. Of • ..
self with those in need of repentance and cleansing; course, recognizing Him as Son of God obviously mercy must surely be that oJ the Son of God." Sonship of Jesus {17:1_8). This time. the confession" comes .with an nstruction. In the face of Peter's

'that• in fact, we must "help" .Him do so, as it were. does not save us, for even the demons believe that In chapter 16, we find a.parallel confession by Si- impulse to see. to itthat,the moment is properly
just asJohn _dministered "bap.tism of repentance" much. What more. then. is _'equired? . ' fnon Peter. Again. the confession comes following a recognized by due _eremony, the "voice from the
to Him? : . - We'begih to•see the "what more" as Matthew tells _ • • . Clear demonstration of doubt or lack of faith--even cloud_! speaks: "This is my beloved {or only) Son.'l

"_ " - us of the death 'of John the Baptizer and watches [n the fact of another great miracle. This time. there' am well,pleased with.Hinl Listen to Him" (v. 5)..
In chapter 4. Matthew again looks at Jesus as Son Jesus on wl'fat someone has called the"dark road to • was. a feeding of four thousand (15:32-39); then_- At.least this time Peter is not trying-to manage

of God. This time he.reports the temptation of triumph." His first miracle after John's death is the " " instead of something.as obviously fearsome as a the situation to his own ends. He does have enough
our Lord as He begins HiS'ministry. Two of the temp- feeding of the live thousand, and it is in the suc- storm on Galilee. there were simply some wor.ds of sense to know'that it's time to worshi p.'But now he
tatlons are cast.in the form. "If You are the Son of ceeding miracle that we again hear Him confessed . warning from Jesus about continually testing Jesus. hears an instructlorl that reminds us of the moment
God . . ." The third is not put in that form for the as "Son of God." It is the account of Jesus' walking and thus the Father; about demandiqg that Divinity of;Jesus' baptism. The only way to a'uthentic _vor-

• obvious reason that if the devil should say, "If you. on the water (14:22-33). ": " meet the demands of proof laid down by hulT{anity, ship of Christ is obedience• Even tile recognition
are the Son ofGod fall down and worship me," he This particular miracle may be seen as a triumph' " " " " - (Do you see the parallel in 16:1 with the earlier of His divine Sonstlip in pioL_s worship "established
woLJId be caught up.in a clear self,contradiction, over nature• It is at least that. But surely a nature- demand of Simon. Peter?) Jesus called that attitude out of our own perceptions is insufficient. He must

After Jesus commands John that He _hould be miracle alone would not evoke the unique response the "leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees" (v. 6). " be obeyed. That's. the only way to authentic recog-
baptized, as puzz ng asthat is. a s!mple command of those in the boat: "You are surely the Son of The.hungry disciples did not understand.what He nilion of His Lord!;hJp, "Hear,Him!" And Matthew'sfrom Him that somestones be made. bread seems God.".

- - was' getting atmcouldn't put two add two together, was a timely• word to the Church. for from its be-
small enough,'And after" all, He was hungry. Hungry, In Matthew's Gospel. it is at this point that Simon the great meal and the warning about pharisaic glnnJngs it has wrestled with the tern ptation to listen
i'ke a son of•Abraham. Why not test the declaration Peter becomes a principal of the story. In fact, it is " - "- " " leaven, It wasfl't simply a matter of the head: They to itself worshipping; with the temptation to believe
_eard at the baptism:."You are the'Son of God"? he who will a bit later make the great confession had riot taken the feeding of the multitude into their - that if only it could respond well to His presence by

The.answer which Jesus gives is an answer befit- upon which the Church depends, but that iS to rush leith. And such is the human context of the greatest something that It:thought of on the •spot then ,all
tinga true son of Abraham. He cites the Word. And our'story. Here. Peter is tired and wet, and scared, of all confessions Ihat Jesus is the Son of God. as would be well. But the voice has ever said. "Hear
as for proving that He is Son of God . .. only. His . He had been fed with the five thousand and he had - - Matthew views It. Him!" .
obedience demonstrates that. a demonstration heard Jesus refute the legalists and counsel the The. story Is fatnJliar.':We need not recount its But how "hear'Him"? In his final considerations
open to any true son of Abraham, Furthermore H s people. And he had been specially called .by the details (16:13-20). Matthew's point is clear enough, of the title Son of God: Matthew turns to those who
response to'the second temptation warns us away Lord to be a disciple. So he recognized that there- • " , The one true answer to who Jesus is can'be made would want Jesus'to announce it of hi resell and then
from ever' calling upon Him to prove that-He is the. was something very.special about the character of " "'- . ..... only as the Fatl_er in heaven reveals It. The Spirit to one who confesses it barely realizing what he
Son of God. Such' calls smack of lemplJng God. Jesus..So now. tired and wet and scaree, Peter knows it. the devil knows it. the demons know It says.
Again. it will be His obedience that will speak of His •, ,tries to use what he suspects is 'true t'o make the' • because of who they are. We cannot know it natural- Caiaphas. the high priest, sure_y one WhO should
sonshtp, and that is proof enough. . best of •a bad situation! His question is guarded, ly, Ifis not part of our natal Intellect_Jal oremotional have discerned wh'o Jesus truly was, _as called the

"The next time Matthew talks of Jesus byway o1 enough. Itis not. "If You are the Son of God." It is

the title Son of God is in 8:28-34. arid hare'again, the _ oly. Lord, if that's You..." "Lord. gi'_,en who You And when it comes from Him..it comes straight and Jesus on the strength of testimdny from false wit-
n equipment. Only the Father can reveal It to us. .scribes and elders_togelher as a lury, a jury to try

actual title is called out by. evil beings, by demons seem to be .... " "Lord.-if that's You. show me Your

._true, 'cleai" and demanding decision. "Who do you nesses (26:57-68). What splendid piety he mouths:"What have ,we to do with you, Son of God?." Here. reality by.way of the impossible. Prove Your reality say that I am?" And we may be sure that when we "1 adjure You by th'e living God " ," he says to

the devils possessed two wretches in the country- to me by fulfilling my desire for a very personal i are raped" with the.question the Father is prepared .Jesus. Even the devil,was not so bold as this. Could
side belonging to Gadara. on the southeast side. of miracle." Peter wanted to believe, but only on the _ to reveal to us the Great Response: ."You are the it be that only mankind is so foolish as to be so
Galilee. They • recognized Him and testified to His basis of his own conditioils for believing, only under ' - Messiah:. the Son of the Living God." bold? "1 adjure Ydu-... tell us if You are the Mes-
power and authority. His obedience :had already terms that he himself prescribed• Such terms were

_told them who He was, and His words confirmed it" Insufficient. of course.'-for while the Lord bid.him': The grandest response we can give out'of our siah, the Son of God" Iv. 63). ,
natural equipment is something like that of simon Here the demarid is that Jesus testify of rfimself

What. a powerful verse, v. 32: "He said to them, 'Get come and he actually did begin to walk on the water, Peter on the earlier.occasi0n: "If You are who You to those who have already'_lecided that His testi-
out,'and out they got." ." he became afraid and began to sink. And so it

But there isirony here. too. Here wasan obvious always is with our terms• Even when the Lord meets seem to be..." And then we may call on Him for "mony is untrue.' Of coiJrse, in a way,.Calaphas and
" some demonsti'ation of His divinity on'our terms, the rest oflhem have already answered their own

demonstration of divine power, but it highlights the them, as He did Peter's, we sti!l cannot trust Him " " ' " " ButMatthew would.have us know that even n the demand. They know precisely who Jesus •is,.-:-that
truth, sad truth, in thewords of the old s/_w, "better becalJse our terms are so egocentric and bprn of
the devil you know," FOlks would rather put up with our insecurity. Peter saw the wind. and feared, muck of human doubt .and. faithlessness, even He is the Christ. the Son of the lt_,ing God. But they
dangerous lunacy th_in with divine power that But there is a deeper irony in.Matthew's account, where the real significance of great miracles has wnlnot contess it directly. "You have already said it• Ioeen ost on us, there still comes the revelation of yourselves." Jesus replies (v. 64): And it is precisely
threatens their.livelihood and grants clarity of mind The confession. "You are surely the Son of God," w'hd our_Companion of the Way really is. And He is in their refusal to confess hnd in their perverse
to those whom society has declared crazy. How comes In the face of the fact that Peter did got corn-, no less th'an the Son of God himself--not just a demand that Jesus say it of himself that the hal-
many times in its history has the Church held on to plate his.walk on the water. Instead, in spite of his " " " :forerunner. such as _Joh'nthe Baptizer; not a mighty nousness of their character.Is Seen by Matthew..To

24. . . . . . (continued on p.age 34)
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" ° hensive _ame plan, then nego- cept seriously, loyalty needs to
tiate how it is to be worked out. become _a complex, multidirec-

.- Team members' roles also re- "-_ .. , . tional reality.

That reality will seldom exist

•. quire some negotiation. Wher_ a If team ministry is where loyalty is demanded. Mu-" • ' " 'J new area of responsibility for a' " more than facade; tual loyalty will develop where it..... " .. _ - ' " staff member develops, the team
- " " " " : " ; . should d_cide 'who'wi_l bear it; .rolesand responsi- is given. Unfortunately, the usual

| ': . Consideration must be given to. • reaction when we feel we are not
• , - - biiities will not be receiving loyalty is to draw back

' t_ cul:rent work loads. If team mm- casuall,, assPmed and demand that it be given• Such
" " " " i istry .is more than facade, roles z =_ -_ a situation calls for rememberingand responsibilities will not be

.. . . _ casually a_signed, nor carelessly nor carelessly the familiar words: "It is more- . blessed to give than tc receive."
-- " _ '' .... i. " dodged,, dodged; .;': . Think In terms of a baseball.

I' 4. ARE TEAM MEMBERS . team. On a ball nit to theinfield.
.... , ' - , . • EQUIPPED FOR "THEIR ROLES? the catcher runs down the base- "

:. .. . . . .. " ' The •most common failure in this - ; " " " " " line to provide a':backup';in case
regard,is for a team member to, for,one member of-.the tearn"that of error. He is not trying 'to ,,up.

MultipleViewingth8 be given a responsibility without-are not provided (in greater or stage _, the'first baseman; he'.is
the authority neede_ to carry it lesser amounts) for other mem- there to aid the team's effort. In
out, Much time and effectiveness bers. • like manner, every member of the

.'is lost when team members must The metfiod of. compensation church's multiple staff sh'ould be

Sta|| ao_@. .1_ T66_ .-. seek approval for details that may be as significant to team a"backup" for their co-workers, .. have minor mpact:bn the overall spirit as the amount of compen_ when 'needed.

" -' - . • . ... game plan. - sation. Imagine how ridiculous it TI3is articledoes not defend the
• " " " ".... " 5. DOES coMPENSATION' woule be for the captain of a foot- validity of the team modelfor mul-

" " ball squad to distrib_Jte salary tiple staff ministry. Rather. the
by Clair A. Budd " BUILD TEAM SPIRIT? Most of us

" - - . • " know what ".'free agent" salaries checks to his teammates. Yet this model is assumed to bevalid, and

- "" " " Minister ol Education and Youth, . -,I . the preceding criteria were dis-
" - " College Avenue Church of the NEzzafene.Whittier, California { have done to destroy the team practice occasionally surfaces inspirit' of some baseball teams, the cnurch's multi ple staff. Justas cussed on that ,,basis. Perhaps

• -. " " But', on the other hand_ Iwould be ridiculous, but untortuna_ely more your staff needs.to question that
• " -- , • ' wrong,to argue that all members common in the church than this assumption on biblicalortheolog- •

• of the church staff team should practice, is the procedure of cal/philosoohical grounds. Cer-" the team i_aptaln determining tainly, your staff needs to interact
=ream ministry".is a phrase that are continually developing their • the coach {Christ). Team meet- _ receive equalcompensation.
/ is often used to des.cribe the" plan. then evaluating it and revis: ings should" include Bible study - " . Factors sLf_h as'training and- "_°r neg(_tlatlng compensation for on the various criteria mentioned.
nature of the church's multiple ing It as needed, and prayer so .that the team. experience should have a bearing his teammates. To develop and their validity, and their impact on

Staff interactions. What are.the Every team needs_to work on as equals under Christ, may ap- on salaries, as should the greater - maintain true team ministry, your interactions together.
criteria for determining if a multi- the mechanics of "What are we prehend that plan. The captain " • responsibility of various members each member of the church staff If you accept the assumptionShould have direct access to" the that the multiple staff should be

pie staff functions as a team? Are t_'ying to accomplish?" '.,/. :'How,_ Ipp_te.°r_e'nthleglt_adgatmhe tplam In of the team. HoW_ver,.large gaps church's finance committee fbr v,ewed as a team, youhave one
there any?--Or do we al_ply the are we going to accom;)dsn it_ ' between-the'compensahon of the salary review and negotiation. (Let
phrase to ourselves because it ,, , ?,, the whole team has determined final question to consider: "If we.... Who Is respons=ble for what team captain and the rest of the
presents an imagewe like? " But an additional reason for team .its application in the immediate, . .. • team. or between variobs other everyone deal with the.front of- are the team, where does the rest

Here are some suggeste¢3 crite- meetings is the developi'nent of. local context. " members of the team. fail to verity- fice.) . " " of the .congregation fit into this
rla for determining the presence "team spirit." To accomplish this, 3. ARE DECISIONS MADE:BY . . the reality qf a team approach to 6.,IS LOYALTY A VITAL RE- model?" If "team-ness" is a qual-.
of "team:ness" in.your multip!e some church staff meetings will THE TEAM? This obviously ' ministry, and tend to damage ALITY?'Loya!ty is _often under- ty you and other members of
staff. If these traits do not exist...need to be devotional and/or tel- t_inges on the previous point. Two t_eamsp r t. Such gaps may snow stood, to be the duty of staff: you_ staff desire, working through
your "teamm nistry"mbybe'more" Iowship times. . . .related kinds.of decisions should •up in salary structure, or in the members to the senior pastor, these questions and Issues to-
facade than fact. ' : " • " _e included here: those that have " " type of housing arrangement, or And thatls proper. However, if we gether just might help you be-

2. IS THE."SENIOR PASTOR" major Impact bn the game. plan, . . I in the provision of.certain benefits are to take the team ministry con- come a teaml " '_
1 1. DO YOU HAVE FREQUENT, VIEWED AS THE ,TEAM CAP- and those regarding the roles of ! ....

REGULAR .TEAM MEETINGS? TAIN? Sometimes. because of inG yldualteam members.

Anyoi?e wl_o follows sports knows particular measures of polity, we To Illustratethefirst, Imagine "

thatsuccessfulteamshave acorn- mistakenly perceive th.e pastor to "the confused game'plan when a _._ . .
prehenslve game plan. Every be the coach, while the associates ministe/ofeducatlon plansaSat- ' " "
member of the team must know wait for him to call the plays. '.urday educational workshop.for Friend Indeed • ,
the game plah, and know Ilow Morein keeping with the team the same weekend a maJbr musl- . " _ "
they fit Into that plan..Team meet- ministry. concept (and I believe cal event Is to be performed by . The pastor of thelocal cburOh was.not exactly popular. Then one.Sunday:
Ings develop this overall game with New Testament understand- combined choirs. Personnel and "he announced: "The Lord has told me that He has work for me elsewhere. The

"_. plan (NOTE: The factors pf regu- ings of the Church as a body) Is schedules find themselves in con- Lord Jesus has told me the time has come for me to move to another par-.
larlty and ntentionallty are very the viewof the past.or as the moti- fllct and tension for congregation ish." Whereupon the congregation rose spontaneously and sang "What :a
Importarlt-;for team meetings). For vator/coordlriator of his co-work- " and staff Is the natural result. - " friend we have (nJesus."_Ch Ijrch News Service . .
the church's staff, these meetings ers, the team captain. This view at Though this example Is extreme,
are acomblnatlon"pregame"and least Impliesthat the game plan It Iridlcatesthe need for the staff,
"halftirne" huddles, because they has. already been worked .out by as a team, to develop a compre-
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. . 1, "The Body of Christ"--1 Cor. 12:27• There is usually no merit either in a disorderly
, Very few functions of the organized chu'rch can ,prayer session or in a full public revelation of sins. .

. . I as effectively illustrate the biblical description of the' But there is health and wholeness for those who are
_' " " Church as the Body of Christ as the public altar call. able and willing_to release in prayer and emotion

.. .. . " " , ' - ' " "- While ultimate resl_0nsibility to God is an individual that which nas b ocked spiritua_l growth. Such a ca-
- :. -" _- : " '" - : matter,the New Testament supports, not nullifies, tharsis might n0tbe possible in solitude.-bLlt it often

" - ' " - Israel's historical understa_ndihg of the people of comes readily.for those who are the'focal point of
• . . . God. There remains n the New Covenant an era- the effectual fervent players of righteous men and

. . , . . . ,

. ; . • , phasis on the corporality of the children of God. women.
o. . "-. - When the congregation gathers to pray for one - Elements (}f an Eflec_tive Altar Call

" ' ' ' " t wha i'esponds in faith to the gospel, there' is a con- Tl{e primary element of an effective invitation to
,, " _firmation of the communal concept that is essential public prayer is.the m nisfer's full confidence in theJ .

PUBLIC r'r,, SM AND ; .to m,ahingful Christian worsh p and fellowship-. ' . . gospel-of Christ. The impact an altar call hasona.
, r 2. "Speaking'the truth In Iove"--Eph. 4:15. congregation should not be credited to mere meth-

•. - .... " :' . . .. _ n the corltext of Ephesians 4. Paul's reference to ods or style, but to the gospel of Christ--the power.
"speaking the truth in love" is an appeal to more of God unto sal,Jation. But methods are not unim-

• '_ • than the expression of personal opinion. Paul is es- portant,

THE INVITATIONTO PRAYER tablishing the value of mutual obligation. Each ,The value of the methods employed bythemin-• .: member of the church is indebted to all others to ister who is inviting members of the congregatio_
. - . . reflect .an honesty, of life. The church cannot func_ to an altar for prayer is determined by their, reflec-

. . . . . ".- • . " tion properly when It is saturated with.deception tion of the tenets of salvation. God .will not honor
. anddiscrepancy. One should not claim more'than techniques that stand in direct conflict with the gos_

. . " i_e agtually has, nor should his life fall short of his. pel'spurpose. The Good News ncludeS redem priori
. by Michael B. Ross " " ' " ' • " "- claim. - of mankind, the opportunities available within the .

Evangelist, Church _1the Nazarene Church altars often serve as a meeting ground free will of man. and the beauty of crea.tion designed
• " " where the congregation can align life-style.with con- in the image of God. Methods of mani pulation and

" _ fession..'To pray for self and others at a public altar coercion whi(_h'include or manufacture dehumani-
" ' " " " "_ ' " " " ; " is one of re'any ways to speak the truth in love. zation and embarrassment have no place in ad

" : ..... ' " " '- "" " ': " " - - " evangelistic altar service. Both the congregation " "
,?" ' " ' 3." "If two of you shall agroe"--Matt. 18:19. and God will honor a minister Who maintains a spirit

.- " ' " - , ;.. _ . , .- " . . The source of faith Is God. but His grace employs- . . - "" . ' .... " - . . veried and multiple channels through which He may of respect and brotherhood,
i'ecent development.in the use of the al_at for '. to note the purpose.s, methods and even:dangers. " give that faith. One of these isthe.Ybuddy system". 1. Each invitation to an altar should be'coupled

A public prayer has had at.least two different of tile evangelistic altar call in order, to preserve of.prayer. Private prayer has its unique.purpose. " with a clarity of the Invitstlon's.purpose and target.
effects on the church. Frequently pastors are now its.uniqueness. " - " _ .blJt it cannot serve as a substitute for group prayer, Confusion can result in hesitation which could form
including n their worship services what Is common- Both the prom nonce and the effectlve'_ess of the '. " " TO pray alone ist6 seek; to pray together is to agree. .a pattern of reluctance and disobedience.
ly called the'"open altar." During the Sunday morn- evangelistic sitar'call should be credited;. In part... . Many who kneel at church altars with a weakened Regard ess of r_ow narrow or broad the scope of
ing pastoral prayer .many worshipers are kneeling to more than Its being a convenient method. While -personal trust are able to believe with an accumu- the call to pr'ayer may be, the minister should ex-
to offer varied forms of prayer. Some pray. for.for- methods are employed In issuing and accepting a lated faith drawn fro m those who pray nearby, plain carefully and kindly to the.congregation his
giveness, while others seek to be healed. Many, publicinvitation to prayer, the altar call is more than intentions and instructions.
approach"the altar to express gratitude for special a cultural reaction o.r asoclal fpC,. 4; "God Is no respecter of persons"-_-Acts 10:34. 2. Most invitations to" prayer that result lh great.
blessings. . Prayer is often the natural response to hearing the Peter's declaration at the house of Cornelius was response are offered by ministers Who reflect an

One result of the "open altar" has been the ex- igospel of Christ--natural Ir) the sense that the ha.: - a milestone for him and the Church. His witness to expectancy of favorable results. The minister can
pansion of the altar's use and purpose. Fortunately, ture of-the gospel creates the necessity of.a re-" ' " " the equality of God's people affirms the worth of generate hope and obedience 'by ihdicating his
in many churches the altar is no longer restricted sponse. Hopefully, the response Is not one of denial .each. individual in the Church. A disproporti()nal' belief that the congregation"will respond to his
to the use of a few with certain prayers. There has or rejectiom but one of.acceptance and'prayer, secular-emphasis on beauty, intelligence, and suc- evangelistic sermon.
been a broadening_in a_ understanding of the value The gosp'el.confronts the listener to such a de- . cess 'has indicated to many that they are of less "With references to expected responses _nd

of public prayer. •. gree that an immediate reply IS affected. This Is not t " value than others, through ,sincere pl_tnnlng-.for favorable results, a

However. coupled with this positive effect, some to suggest that'the ImpaCt.of the kerygma is short-. . . j . The_gospelrefutes such a stahdard of appraisal, minister can project to the congregation that. ac-believe there also has been an adverse'impact. A lived, but neither is it delayed. When the written • " add thealtar call gives.the Church one of its best cepting the n_,itation to prayer is natural and wise.

vital part of most holiness churches' outreach' is the Word ispreached, the Living Word Is present. One's t opportunit es to negate its effect. The individual who A fear of personal embarrassment, keeps manyevangelistic sermon followed by ar invitation to encounter with the Resurrected Lord always in- has exper enced deliverarlce from sin while being preachers f_om speaking positively of expected re-
pray. Whether he is a pastor.or an evangelist in a cludeS the element of "now." To deny an expression -surrounded andsupported by the congregation in sponses to the invitation. But a belief n the gospe s
revival meeting, a,minister often realizes tha_ many of this urgency contradicts the gospel's essence . prayer begins to realize his worth and importance Impact.liberates the minister to,antlci pate a general
who have listened to his sermon need and want to and it can result In frustratlqn to the listener, to Christ and His Church. " obedience.

pray: " " " The Purposes of ihe Evangelistic Altar Call 5. "To cleanse us from all unrighteousness "-_ 3. Effective alSar calls should include the rain- /So vital'to public evangelism has been the invita- . .
tlOn to prayer (or the altar.call), that some fear that The value of the altar call Is due to Its reinforce-- 1 John 1:9. " " • Ister's positive response to those who have an-
Its distinction Is being "swallowed up" by the more .ment and expression of biblical principles concern- . Oftenthere s benefit In the expression of that swered the call to pray,, To Ignore 10 who have
versatlle"open altar." . Ing the Church as the Body, of Christ. When. one- which has been suppressed or denied. In the pres- _obedlently come forward by pronouncing a long.

But these two uses of the altar are not contradic- responds to a call to prayer In a worship service, once of Christ and with the atmosphere ofpublic negative admonishment to 1 or 2 who did not re-
tory, and c_'n be complementary; Their purposes not only Is there an Immediate e vine-response to supportive prayer, .many find it possible to be spond Is to establish a foundation of negativism and
are unique but ye_tsupportive. Effect veevangelistlc his obedience. _here is also a strengthening of the cleansed of feelings and attitudes that eventually .discouragement.
"altar calls can be retained. However, it Is important foundation of the Church'S purpose _nd mission, would have destroyedthem. Many who come to the altar are antlclp6tlng the• . _ (continued on page 37)
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• • leg your'faith to,the streets of keen about calm reasonings that faithisnogoodifitisnotgoodfor
: " ' an Epicurean city whose people give regard to things_in them- sometl_ing.

" needed to wash.and come forth selves--sdpposed to be proto- You were an Oxford graduate
" " - clean, typal of things as they are. It is and you t_ught Greek and argu-

" " Perhaps you would not know of interested in people; in individual "mentation at Oxford's Lincoln Col_
" " ' " " " ' ' - one of your _arly Methodists people. It is interested in their lege. You had your own rooms in- _ • " " '- " • '" '" _ i - ' " " "

. . . - • . • . . . • , - • • named William. Booth. He entrust- anxieties: their sense of estrange- tee college, and you could have
i . " • ' . , L . . . : ed himself and his faith to the mentfromGod?theirsenseofin- stayed right there all your life. B_-

" . -. " " . . • • " streets of your London a few long adequacy, their guilt• dreads, sin. sides Greek, you 'Knew Hebrew,
-.. and slow generations after your Especially their sin, Latin. German• French, Italian.

Alive,'_111_ _" _ll_"_li' iLI_MI "I I_ . .!." lj : time. A whole army of workers .This brand of theology is inter- Spanish.a'dd a few other tongues

" " " " " " " '.:l" ,enlisted with this pawnbroker in .ested in what Jane is todd now.. besides the ones often used
" " , spilling out their substance in that John is dead andshe must against you by bishops and other, i

" • , . . - ._ what we.now call the inner city. rear three that are Johrl'sin these 'beautiful people• _
" " " _ .! ' : Ah,but you would be proud of.the grand and awful times• It is inter- You knew your history of doc-

Mr Wesley . pace they have set for-all the rest ested, asJesuswas, intruthasa',rine, andallthatclassical area

•- " . ' . " of us in their devotion to the least true way of living out one's life, which men (yes, and a few worn-

• .' _-. : ".. ,and the .lost of this well-peopled instead of merely in truth as what eel now go into at Oxford when
• world ,of ours which has so many. obtains when a .person's state- they read_'Greats. '' .But you.rent-

'-- " .• "- " • ; . . unpeople, in it whose sighs and ments agree with eternal princl- ed out your quarters in thequad-
• ., .. , .- cries, from way down there at the pies of correctness.

• by J. Kenneth Grider " : -•-. !i ._ " " " bottom of s0ciety, are almost au- Kierkegaard we credit for the rangle, bought yourself" a goo_l
- - . norse, and you rode and you rode

.... ,. • " " di ble to the rest Of us just now. life-'related way in which many of and you wrote and you preached
• _" ' Professor ot.Theology, Nazarene Theological Seminary " " " ....... " " " Booth did not bother very much us evangelical'Christians tend _to until no life was left in _,ou.

" " " " with theology, And the hundreds look at things these days. But.'it is., - • ..:: - So that is another reason why
- . • . ...... : . of thou.sandswho now disciple only that it belonged to him to say

. him and his Christ are still .apt to things that have newly jarred' us, we need you. Mr. Wesley, these
" ' " - " " ' • • " " _ sllgl_t it. No theological semi- He talked about doing theology, " days. We-need a person of your

i_ome alive, Mr. Wesley, if you Many theologians, noless, have W t.h the warmed heart ..you narles are fostered by them, for but did not do very-much of it-- - stripe who will model the faith;
can and If you dare_ and "also had trieir Aldersga_emtnclud - and your _rother gave songs to , example. But you know, from ybn excusable perhaps, because i_e who will do theoIogy;whdwilllead

spend yourself for this our bur_ ing the. one who lived m Basel... your fe lows--songs .that_. distill Denmark'we got ourselves a kind " wrote _ooks all the. time and died thesanc;tuariesWay,out frOmandour°Urcloisteredcarpeted "
geoning 20tl3 century in some and who now enjoys life where he the fa th.'s p ety and that have. of theology that quite suits the in- in his early 40s, -
such way'as you did for the awak- can hear music almost as.good . hope in them (the 'hope we need • - terests'.which you-and Booth had. You yourself did.theology along offices, to where hoUowed-out
ened 18th century, as Mozart's Without the need of irl,big songfulls "just now as we " " Existential theology we some _ with all your writing and your rid-- people are indeed "filled with

You we need,with your warmed stereo. I have:to say, too; that seek to ward off nuclear accident " times call it-._when we ar'e not iiag of horses. At that old foundry, straw, but can be filled with all the- . . - " ' • _ fulmess of Jesus Christ if only th.e
heart. We.do right.well with the we. have men _nd .women with and nuclear war).
heart that puls&tes and that to warmed hearts in government, " You we need, too. Mr. Wesley, afraid that that adjective will be and at other .motley places, you. misunderstood, If'we are, we tied the faith Into lifeas it is ac- churchwillcare.
surgeons has a soft and velvety inclL_ding a born-again U.S.A to model the _ind 01 life-related" . Come alive, then. Mr. Wesley.
touch. If'it hesitates or becomes president. They are in education concerns that it has pleased God : might call it experiential or life- tually lived by people who are inrelated theology, debt and hungry and who tend to We need your warmed heart and
erratic in its pulsing, we ream it industry, whatever, to give usevangel ca _sthese'days, _ It comes from a sorrisome stuff themselves with straw, You we need your modeling.of experi-
out or bypass its plumbing or oth- You were the genius, though. including social concerns. You. _ . figure who sometimes allowed did not know what the inner city. entlal, authentic faith.
erwise mend it. If it is no good at Mr. Wesley, because yourheart would be pleased, Sir, with the " • " himself to be called Soren Kierke-" was. ol',the central city. if you cannot come alive, how-
all, we sometimes cut it out and was warmed in a-time when the distance we have traveled in .this _ " " .gaard. He had one or two prob- But you made the faith experi- ever : . but it, from" where you
put in a slightlyused one of warmed heart was not fashion- direction since what we ".call the lems himself, and he championed entlal and practical. You applied are, you can plug for us and pray
someone who" has just met with able, and because you showed us Chicago Declaration, agreed to a other people whose mouths tend it to your 0wn life, and to the lives for us, do that. Then. if we cannot
what you did in :1791. With all what life can be like wne_ lived few years ago. Even.BillyGraham,, . to'turn down'at the corners, of the common folk who heard hav e you, perhaps we will be g_v-
your interest in medicine as an out With.that kind of fi/'eatltscen-, our counterpart of your friend This brand of theology is not you so gladly. You Knew that the en the likes of you.
amateur physician (I didn't call ter. Without it people could get George Whitefleld, is withus heart

a quackl) and as the author drunk for a half-penny and dead and soul in thisinterestmalthough t
yOUofan encyclopedia on.health, you drunk for a penny, and often did. he dragged his feet. on this, early j ". .. - ' "" ' '" '" .
would ma.r_el at.what doctors are Or else they could posit the bare in his now-widelY-acqlalmed rain-, ]. . . ?:. •-: " •
doing just now In that regard, exlstence_of a removed deity alto- istry. )

What we need you foristo dem- gethe_" unrom&nticized, in Locki- But we think of you--_tou and :'
onstrate what the warmed heart is an or Humian fashion, whom one Wilberforce and others._placar.d -. • '..:: :
like and What life can be'lik'e once. did not pray to because it was no ing onthe plane of hurnan history " - " " " .,,;'
a.person has one. We profit mucrl use. what human life is to be like. Only ._:,
by the salvific nfluences of Bil y With the warmed heart, you did five-feet-five, you stood tall to "
Graham. We also. have sundry,, not have any better sense than speak t0 the miners and the rail-
others, of course. Their hearts toget up at about 4:00 a.m, for lers there on the hillside near " "

"_ have been warmed, ai3d they are sustained audience with AI- Bristol and at other places, the" •
doing right well for us In these mighty. With the warmed heart, -world outside the churches be,
times when science .is l_ing and- you preached often at'5:0g a.m.-- corn ng your parish. You stood. _..!
when we are also Strangely cap- unless all the books arewrong, tall when dapper Beau Nash tried ..... • ..
tured by its opposite: such mat- and it was at the more decent but failed to match his wit with - ' . -.:.: . :.= . . ,.- ....... .,
ters as astrology and TM. hour of 5:00 _.m. yours at Bath, when you were tak- ._,_,_:._L-,._._::.,.::..:;:_...........:.... _ _ ' -o ...... -_-_;-_............_"_................................... :':_........." -" " - . 31
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: :.... What in the:"
"Word"

:IsDiscipling? • . • . • .
-. . . . . '

PREACHING FROM MATI'HEW
• " i by ILylePointer . . ,

The Gospel of Matthew exaltsJesusChdst as the temporalcares(6 25-34);soda (7 1-6); encouragements.
" _. " " " " ; ." . .. Messiah:,King of/he.Jews. He identifiesdesus'as "the son (7:7-11 ; the law in one sentence (7:12); the alternatives

• ". • - , , of David the son of Al0raham" in his carefulgenealogy, (?:13-14); (in_,lwarnings(?:15-27). • . .
-, . . . _.. " . , From this standpoint, Matthewdevotes.mm'espace to " Ten.miracles are 9T_uped,in chapters 8-10: the

.... " the teach|ngs and miracles of Chdst,.and thus makes his leper (8:1-4); the centurion's servant (8:5:|3); Peter's '

Two pastors over;' tunbh: "constitute discipling. One minis- 'cipling (the follow-up process) is accountarlchgol_mlneofsetrnonicmated&l.. , wife'smother(8:14-15);stJllin_]ihestorm(8:23-27) the
'!What's the most exciting tot said, "Everything we do'from accomplished when the. person The following is a simpleoutline for serrnon'study: demoniacs(8:28-34);palsycured i9 1-8i; the'woman(9:

thlnghappening In your ¢hurbh?" CradleRoll to weddings and fu- joiDs the church or leads some- Introduction-l:1--.4:12; the Galllean ]_41nlst_-4:12-- 18:22)i the ruler's daughterraised (9:23-26 itwo blind
"Unquestionably It is.our dis_ nerals is discipling." Dlscipling, one else to Christ . • • 18:35; the Cllmaxin Judea-chapters 19-.28. men (9:27-31); the dumb demoniac (9:32-34)i ..

• " Ten reactionsto our Lord s minlstzyarehstedmter-clpling mlnlstry.God.is doing tre- .in this sense, is an equivalent for .(8) Still others.argue, "Dtscip- , Matthewsystematicallygroupsour Lord'sGalilean " ' ..... -.
ministry into lhree categories: His teachltlgs.-chapters mingled with incidental epls_es in chapte_ 11-18. |n-

mendous things. You can't irnag- the word min/s[ry. . ling lasts a lifetime. Christians 5-?; His miracles-chapters 8--10;, reactions to',our chded in this categoryis anothertnteresfin9 source of
Irle the enthusiasm beir_g stirr.ed (3) Disclpling also substitutes must never stop growing." In this ' Lord's rninist_,_h-chapters]1-718. It isInteresting(o note prea_:hlng.mateda]in the parablesof the Kingdomlisted
by this new program." for the word evangelism. The I_er- case. discipling iS synonymous that each of these cateqodes is divided into tens. . ,in.'chap er 13 _ven parables are given which_desCdbe "

"What do you mean by a dis- suasive Influence 'of a Christian with maturing. Ten'subjects are suggested in the Sermonon the '.the reac_Jonto the Klngdotn. " '. '
cipllng ministry?" ' upon an unbeliever defines dis- (9) Eraining.people in personal. Mount: the B_tatttudes5:3-16) moral standards(5:17- " The climax begins in cSapte4"19:1 when "Jesus

"You know. You know What dis- clpling. This explanation oversim- evangelism is thought to be dis- 48); religious motDes (6:1-.18);materialism (6:19-24 departed from Galilee." His ctogingminist_7 can be:
cipltng is, don't you'd" plifies the definition however, ctpling, too, Matt. 28:19-20 gives , . ,. " , . 'summedUPin_threeepisodeS: " " .

"'1 guess what I mean is, what Some call dlsctpling (4) the support to this concept. Teaching " " " : . " ,- 1)'His public presentation-chapte_ 19-25. This
" ' . ., .involvesHlsjoumey andentzyinto the city of Jerusalem ,do you mean by discipline?" contacts prior to.a person's de- Christians, how. to effectively . " "

At least 10 separate usages cision to accept Christ. evangelize an'unbeliever consti- ., " . ... and the clasheswhtch fo lowed taSo ncludesthe rich ""
..... . ' . .. mate_alfo0nd In our Lbn::l's.e.._hatologicaldiscours_ein .

attach themselves to the wo_'d Others would Insist (5) .discfp- tuted, much of desus' ministry to " " - chapters24 and 25 " ' ' '
disc/piing..(1) Perhaps the rnost ling,Is the decision of the un- His disciples.. ;. 2)Thd. eve_l_.surroundingHis crudfixion--chap-
technical, and the least used, def: believer to serve God." In o_er . (10) Developing peol01e to be : : ' " " . . lets 26-:-2?..Whata rich sourceof sen'nontext.scan be .
Inition comes fromchurch growth words, when an unbeliever be- leaders in the church Is also , . . : .. found in thesedimac_cvers_. _ . . .
catalyst, DonalclMcGavra_ Mc- comes a believer, a Christian has called cllscipllng. Pastors pro- • . . " -.. 3) The resurrectionisndcommission-chapter,28.

G/n/ran uses disc!piing to refer effectively disclpled that person. . gram events to enhance the abli- """ . '" "" i" Here we observethe'vtctoryof our Lord and Hls Greatto the conversion of groups of (6) The follow-up process is Ity of tlie lait$, to admlnisfer and to Commission'to the Church: '. : " "
B$_Genere/Superinfendent M_iy this beautifu Gospe speak to our peoplepeople. People with common called "dlscipllng." Differences of . coordinate various "ministries of • .

characteristics, Interests or opinion, surface as to length of .the IoCalchurch. CharlesH Strii:kand.L throughHis ministeringservants. .
backgrounds come to Christ be- time. Follow-up can last for a.few - ,Beyond tlie definition of dis- ., . . ."'7 " ' " •
cause of social and,religmus:ln-- weeks (usually until certain Bib;e cipling, the process of how a per- . " ' : '

.. fluences, " lessons are completed), months, son Isdiscipled has various ex- " - " . , ' " ' . = -. ' " " -
(2) Some employ dsciplng as a year, or three years" (because presslons, too. For some, a . " ' .... .

a catch-all or a blanket term. All Jesus took that length of time), disciple Is one who completes a " " .- . .
the ministries of a local church (7) Others maintain'that dis- .prescribed curriculum. The cur-
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_s9su_ers_, S_s.gs.___:. . '•" - • • LOCAL SCHOOLS .&'PUBLICLIBRARIES
• " • " TOTAL' • -" _ ...... TIEXT:1HEYNEVERSLOPPEDTEACHING... : ,- . : : I " Many schools & libraries have various formsof' med la available for

Church name • . . . _ ......... ISHIPTO:..... ___:............... rent or loan to the.community,
. . ..... - ....... . _ Address ........... -.-, -_-,- . _ J MAKE YOUR OWN.

CtlECK OR MONEY OROE, Enclosed $ ..... -- Dlsmc-. -- -:-_ _....... - . ] " kJ,. iCH/IJRGEC30-daC/)TO:[]ChurchaSS"[]nYi (other)Account enroflmentesBmale. ----_gglnnl0gQC]lO ..... numbor_sstort5 . Write, draw: or type your own fi mstrip on "u" Film.
T

Church location (c,iy) _ _- - - ""........ Classto I_hoId [] NYI hour "n wednesday n,gi_t Other ' I . ("U" Film Slide Kit can be found in theNPH Audiovisual Catalog.)
(state/_rovlnce) ...... _ --"-- ............ Send Report Blank Reg_sg;otlonMatolia} to _I

Church name" ........ • - ..... --_, .... - . , .

m" tO: ..... ----- - " ............... ::-: -" " --- ...... "-- (5)

I
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ENTERINGVENEZUELA---.., USmNGTH flLmSTRUPP :.
• ° 1982 @ 0 @

; . .
,, • _.

' '" epa tion " _p &p re revmew r ra -. ..
- AIwa_/s preview any.media you plan to use! • .-
! Does it.deal With the particularsubject you desired? - ' • " .. . .

'! _ Is its contenf accurate, truthful &up-to-date? " " _ ._

i Is there a more-appropriate med um which presents the "" _ _ _1,_ _ _,_j_l,_ _"_ _1,_

i ' subject? _,

' Is the subjeot presented at a level suitable for your __. _`. 16_ ,. ,

"---_',.......:,',, ,_:_' particular audience? Is .if technically well produced. _' " t,_j_lill_L._L_l _ ;__"_';__

, +---_ Does .it' encourage participation& critical thinking as -. .

opposed to,,passive ab_3rpton'_offacts? [..... '.. ""_j_l_jl_i._ 6_: _'_ " .

Recognize the Organization, key Words/phiases, key frames. " - ." i . " " ." P an on how to best t _ it n with your subjebt.. • . , '. "

, 0 ,
,... u , .... , - , .: I

• D_velopAudimce.. Readiness_... ::. 0 1
I "

• Ra se questions about t0p c to be covered... : :1' Prepare studyguides.. • " " ::.-,

Ask audience to be prepared to raisequest ons. , . .. . ' TheGeneralBoard0fthe Chuichof theNaza:

U

q

• ' " renevotedn Februizy,].981,toopenwozkin Ven-
. . - - .... "- '" - _'-_pants.-s_eamnacountryin

' - • : ; fortheChurchof thefl_arene
- : : ' .. ._ fall,1982." - • " " "

_ ,._ " " Achurch-wideofferingwill betakenAu:
• " : gus| ]5, 1982, sp0ns0redby the N_a-

rene World:Mission Society, for

. ; " - propertyin Venezuela.-

• " tl_
.... TheWilliam.o..er., veteran

° Poripotiontic .az_rene_,.+a,e..h"__ o During.Showing . ..o _. .. m,.,e,ar,esto_ene,u-
- " beenappointedt_ I[Oas

Make _ ;+;,.helpful comments. : - ' . : • .- I . .' .. . • : , ethisanev_nspearheadingwork." " '• • I " "njectqueo,,o,,s. . . . .... . .

•, . . - , ,

follow- n " .... '..,+_ . - ' +.+:
' Addrdssquestionsiaised. ,... .... : ;: ' '.- :" _. " " : "

t..ttw_'ar'_unclear po__--'n's. • ," ' ' " " .. ". .. " ' " -
pp fio ' ' + _

4

n 0Clinchlearnig through verbalization& a recia n,. - .: Rev.andMr_.WilllamPorte_

' CHURCH OFT "
' ' • (All necessary equipment & moterials are auailable through Nazarene Pub(i_l_ing . 1 - . " " " 32G

Ho he aoui amzo_)+ i I .use See t NPH Au suel C . "
I
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1980 81 " " "-- . . J DISTRICT PERCENTAGE

.... *Hawaii Pacific 102.77 DENOMINATIONAL AND DISTRICT
' " " . . . *Southwest Oklahoma " PAYMENT RECORD

*Dallas 100.27 The shaded spaces indicate eacl* year tim dis-
*Rocky Mountain 100.12 trlc! paid 90 percenz or mo,. of'its Pvnslons

• " " " "" *Alaska 100.O1 and Benefits Fund: i*Canada Quebec 100.00 "
• Canada Pattie 99/19 DISTRICT t97e 5979 _980 t985

_' " : ; Sacramemo 97.30 _ro.

for payment Of the Cn,.a, n sLa,,. .o.coo90' '96 ......
- Maine 9663 m_m._l

Pensions and Benefits Fund ' O,o  do- -.- 90. .....
Nebraska "96 11 co, .da c.rm.qCOn(xj 0 POCdlC

. . • Soul]* Arkansas 9692 ccmo(to _;*._t)q,
1981 District Rec0rd Summary Nora,/_ka._ 9585 co,,,_o_,,,,

Norlh Florida ,. 9562 c....I Cnl,r,,,.,.

pensions attd Benefits [:und • SOUIh_V_$1Indiana 9521 Coal/lillc_ do

- . NL_d/Mex_c O , ._ 95.12 Cl'r/lrollohhArT rC(]ll
• " ' " ." HousIoll 95(X) Cenl/ol Ohqo

Intennounlam 96 (XI" Ch,collo C:ei,tul

__] DC11_s

[_(K-kv M_lnlo fl

Cdntral California 9006 _]c,orr_vlh
• San Antonio 9006 Sqn_nlon,o
: . Kentucky. . - 90,03 sou.,_kon_s

- " " " "" " • :. UpstaleNewYorkNewEngland 90.0390.03 Soulhc_,stO_,o,,omaS°u'hCo,o,,no

Arinual •prem!ums for Basic Group Term Life . Coverage" is earned.by the dis!rict having paid Chicago Central,• 90.00 Sc_Jtht_nCol,km,a

Insurance for ministers are paid by Pensions 95 percent of more of itsFund• 'Double-Double ' :JOl_lin . 9000 Sou,Wa,n,,c_,ao %21" " Minnesota 90.00 Sc_lnwosl Ir_,ono 1D031.• ._ut hwP$101dclhOft10

and Benefits Services. Coverage for ordained Coveratje" is earned by the district having paid : No.hcO,olina 9ooo _,.,,w_,,_,,,o,,,o" " Norlhwestem Ohio" 90_00 .TenrcJss_o
ministers is $i,500..Coverag e for district-lf. I00 percent or more of its Fund. (Maximum SouthemCali[omia 90.00 ,,DsloleNeW.vo_k

censed ministers's $I.000. InCreased coverage coverage for enrolled ministe}s age 70 and Over Vlmin_a _.00 v,,0,.,o ""Western L_nn Amenca_ 9000" w_,r_Ic_
86.07 WoSi3_n_ ton l_c_l,c ",

is automatic to all enrolled ministers for the is $3,000J All 6overages include an additional Michigan
1981-82. assembly year if their district paid 90 amount in case of acc dental death• Pensions CanadaCentral 85,31 w_,,tto,o,• Wisconsin 8343 westV_rg_n,oWOSIOI/l lahrl Arr_rlCOn

percent or more of their official Pensions and and Benefits Services is able to offer this Oal: OregonPacific 81.33 w,_comnAkron 80,17

Benefits Fund during the 1980-81 assembly uable coverage through the continued faithful- newYork 75.92 &_IIL_O|DtNOMtN&I"tONAL

year. ness 'and cooperation of local congregations; DENOMINATIONAL
• " . , , , " . , , ,

• '_Double Coverage'.' is earned bythe dlstrict hay- •. pastors, and districts. A_:AGE -91.76
ing 13aid 90 percent or more of its Fund. "Triple. . . . .

" " ...... 321

32H ' "" .'"
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womsslbN. " • " • " -

"I-o APage for Your

Facts About Nazare! n-eMissions

_IA_RENE Is a_ work _n 04_countnes outside of Canada, Grit BIItaln. end.
• THEcHURCH Of THE . - ' J ._ ,._ _ onaldistrict supennten-

me United Stoles. .' " re 105 districts; 77 of these d,s!nCr.Snn?ve;_l_co.me R.egular Districts
•With n these countnes there PL., -_,,-,ulor Districts: several olne,_ v,'_ - .

dents" '10of t'he 105 districts are nuw. ,,_ , - .
within,the next few years, " " North, pueno Rico;Japan, Mexlc_3 . !

I_N I_OUI,_ DISTRICTSare Guatemala NoMheast Peru
THE of South Atricia European, Swaziland Norm, Korea Central,/krgenhna C.e_ti:aLBelize.

• II se f-supp °rtiDg and sell'governing' _°ll°wing _requlrement "°;"Sourn, RepLIDIIC . . : ' "' • . i • " "
• ARegula[Dismc!lsf.u Y. " , • .... . --g_.n7.R nrolledinSunda, ysoh°°['

• . " " gst ear reported '179,g54mem be'_'Onanize _ Chtiches end 3 000 or more
O I_EA.SDISTRICTSI .Y. ---_t#.r dtothe2000+.org .... '-_F,m untiesarounau_e'r
OV1E 6-,,'_n9000 local pastors IH_H'--T-e -- ,__.,7 nreaching palms _[L'-,---.Fn -Hhtche)S
Mole _,,..... ., --'-' ,._hes maintain IrOll I z-"_ _ :ll - i ._ into orgonLzeu _...- '

t .-.,,grit-hind poir_ts.Many uHu,_. .... nl these missionswll_uew,_.w
Y'_"---anizedlocalu.a body. EvenluO,y se-,= -- :. • " "

1HE DOMINICAN REPUBLICreports 60 0tganizea chuicheS in sx yearS, lheir, membership is now
above 2,'100,members in MarCh, '198'1.Rev, Marcos Hatchett became theil tits! .D°minican distncl_

i!
su nntenaent . h Ftkin Memorial Hospital_n ,

a erie Hospflal in Papua _ewCouinea.

Q Pe " EHEHOSPIT/_LSon mission tie ds, the Ra elg . . .
•fHEREARE"THREEN_.. ' a nlndla.andtheNa][ _ .. lic of South Affca now

noldsMemorLalHOSpfl. < ' n Acornho_k, Repub. . ,
Swaziland, the ReY .... _,_._ ill work in the hospLta - -r h'J"the" RepubhC of South _nca.g0v
Nazarene..doct°[s and nu,_- "_rene hospita it wa_ taken ow .... . . . .
called TJntswalo.FormeflYa r_azu ' . - .around AcornhOel_ became a nahona_ homeland
ernme'nt when Thearea • Ches and a Nazarene day schOpt are .

_ • ..,..,,r,r,, EASI'reports 1we chut ._ '.._..._,,_,rr,-Iossof fleeing members
RECI=HTWORD F!_M "IM: tMelbD_l_on.Nazarene churches, suuer_g,:_._'t"° begin all over again to

operot,og  helisdur,nothec,v,,war...... .... .
and pastors, and flu,,. • " ' - "

I . • .

build congregations. - " in Jordan are operating hormallY.
- Churches and day schools Lebanon, or Syria.Two Nazarene couples are living

there are no.Nazarene missionaries in Jordan, . . . '
_nisrael. " " " many Chrishans'who

' ' re islered churcheS' are full at each
WORD cONTIHUE$ TO TRICKUEOUT OF MAINLANDCHINA that there are....... "th dilficulr years, .off!c_aIly. _g'.._ _,is" commended It)at tour- .

held fast their faith m GC_ uU_'O__ who attend must register to ao._.. ,. ,./oeiei_n visitors confachng
rshi service, even fhougn _H _ tact in_lMduat Chinese Chc_sr_an_... _._,_e tourists have re_

wo _:Pn.:, to Ch na not atlempt..to con ..i_. _U.nicion by the .governmen_ ........ isan error. Formerisis ,au, u ' _ '--_._.atr"':_rsen unu_.., -_- Nazarene.'"'[his
" an i'ndivldual can brIHu.,, �- • _nPeking. In fact, we never

chu(ch n Pe&_ngwhlcn bore a sign "ChurCh O1the
ported seeing o
missionaries to China tell Us.1hOt we never hdd a ChurCh at the Nazareneornate structural design of,the church building which has
had a churCh anywhere in.China with the . . '

in Peking. " " •

AVAIl.ABLE" for sen4ces oBtriCI. Or
been phbt°grapheaE/MI(ERS'AltIEcp iin local cnutches Contact your distfic| super-"MISSIONARY " "
intertdent, and/or your district NWMS preslaent to.find out when speakers w,I bean your
write tl:_eDeputation SecretaW at tne Division of World'Mission, 640'11he PoseD,KanSaSCity, MO64 '13'h
Other mission field speakers you might find interesting TOyoul church' ml.%ionaff children in nearby

. Q Nazarene colleges: students who" have been overseas on summer ministries: retired misstonanes:
students from mission fields studying in me.U.S.,Britain, Canada, or your coun#Y.
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' • i °

I [ If you never
,

!

planned ,for ,,
' ' LI/fl>_:l i nflation

you may.beready-foracreatige alternative .... , . : .- •

A GIFTANNUITY
DATE DISTRICTS . -

' . , January 4-9 .. Southern Califotnio San Antonio, Southern Florida.. " - January 1%16 Los Angeles, Houston. Cenlral Florida. Guyana, Trinidad, ,Bdr-

................ _ - ' ""-" January 18-23 Central California Sacramento. Louisiana. North Floriad.-
....... " "- ------,-------- .... -- .... --"_ bados Jamalca. Leeward Islands. Belize. Bahamas

o It allows yOU to Life Income Gifts. Services In C_nada: South Carolina . .

make a gift to your Church of the Nazarene Chuich ofthe Nazarene January 25-30 Nonnern California, Dallas
church. , 6401 The.Paseo - : E.xecufive Board Februoh, I-6 West Texas Southeast Oklah0hha, Georgia .

Kansas City, MO 64131 Box 300801 StatiOn B ., ,,.. February 8-13 " Intermountain Southwest Oklahoma, Alabama ' "

, o It provides you Attn: Rt:_oertW. Crew .,, Calgary. AJbertal Canada .. February 15-20 Oregon Pacific, Northwest Oklahoma,M ssissppi ' • ,..... ' Februa_ 22-27 Washington Pacific. North Arkansas, _'ennessee • " "

wRh additional - "T2M 4N7 March 1-6 Nodh,k,est ,Joplir{, Kansas City, Kentucky Washtngton
, , "" March 8-13 Rocky Mountain EastTennessee.Eastern Ke_'uckyincome. .- h_ v ( ;rdu,: .lfl_.,.o,s,¢sk,ud nw , hc_-"COl__V(_/ '(;ivmff - -

.... ,.. . ., . March15-20.,. Dakota .Missouri, North Carolina, Virginia . "
] hrc)t4q/ _ I_ft./'_t tl ntl(s. , l ,_H(IeF:SI[I}]( t, . Mbrch 22-27- Nebrds_,e, Illinois, WestVirginia, Philadelpt_ia.. ' '-

o. [t lets you use
low production the.re ts no ohlit_ahon . March29_-ADril3 Kansas.NodheastOklahoma,SauthwestIndiana ' '" '. :, . . ,., .', April 5-10 Colorado. Indianaoolis, Southwestern Ohio

_I'. • " .... - - April 12-17 New Mexico. Northeastern Indiana, Central Ohio
assets. MRS, ' - " ' Apt fl9-24 Eastern Michigan. Nodhwestern Ohio. North Central Ohio

o It eliminates Miss" . .... _ Aprif26 May I Arizona, Michigan, Akrot_

money manage- Address " .... . .. : , . " May 3-8 Northwestern illinois, Nodhwest indiana, I_itl"sburgh" " May 1,0-15 WisConsin,Chicago Central, Upstate NewYork " i
merit worries. : May 17-22 Minnesota, New York, New England, Maine

....-" ,• May 24-29 Iowa ' " ' -

You can find out City . • - ..

whata Gift Annuity State -,_ Zipi : . . • .:i:.::,I " AllCanadiandist4ctsarescheduled,rorthemontholMarch. :. South Arkansashadpreu oUsy scheduledsimultaneous reuiuals/9r Octobe_1-6. -'"
can do for you and . " Alaska,Hawaii;North American Indian. EasternLatjnlAmerfcan,and WesternLatin Am'err.

yO'UT church by . . .I can Districts;and any World Missiondistrictsnot mentioned abovewill be at dates of ;

requestingour free Telephone ( " ) -: - their own i:hoosing..(Locationdoes not.requiresequencing.)• • . - - " • " Central ]'-atinDistrict hasscheduled SimultaneousReuivalsforJune 5-J2..

booklet. Just use Birth Date " : ,
coupon. •: Month Day Year ]

, . . - . - - .

i _v_c_lsM MInlsgal_
• - " .. " " " "' " " ' " • . 6401 The'Pasdb, KansasCRy,MO 64131

. . , ,. ,_ '.' - ",. ':." _ " " '- " ..... " . ',: . ... ' ." . . " • Toll-FreeWAT"SLine._O0.821-2154. 32M
32L . " ' " "'
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eer'thinel ....
. - d • ,

. L_!

" _ . " . - " . , ,

9 ADULT N|H|STRIESHOGHLIGHT• "

1.SUNDAYSCHOOL • ...-. • . .
2. MARRIAGE& FAMILY-LIFE • , " - .

3. SENIORADULTS .... ._.• 4. SINGLEADULTS _ ' ::.
5. WOMEN'SMINISTRIES ' " " ", '. " "
" 6. CRADLE'ROLLPARENTS _'_ ' ' - ' - - "J

7. LAYMINISTRIES

.. 8. SERVICEPERSONNEL " o'_- "9. SMALLGROUPBIBLESTUDIES :.. "

Let Him
• Be a Servant:

- , . .," , ,.

" " '" ; " PASTORALMINISTRIES-
..... __ THEDIVISION OF CHURCH •GROWTH

|.Course of MinisterialStudies " • Chaplaincy... . -. . .

. , . . .

• Nazarene Multiple Staff Association •Support System forMinisters

• Continuing Education for Ministers • The Preacher's Maqazlne• , . . •

..... 32Q
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AS|6N TIMES
P
p,

+omEtH H,+ +COm+mG
+ .1. Makes duty a Ioyand joy aduty. "

" 2. Proposes'to be str0ngina world oisin
m " -- r m_" " _ and temptatiori, ale-" ,,. t]ze presence of op-.

o Schoolteacher Evaluated o Church Classroom Tested. and . " r""i !ty, open earedto the call of GOd_ - service or sac .ice. " "
. . . : • , +

EXPAND •Your WEEKINIGHT PROGRAM TO .: 3.zs.lo;,altop,i..cipea.tth,_costofpop-Za:ity..Ho.o,s." no one because +he_sncn;..aespzsesno one uecause ne ._s
- , , + "..

TOTAL FAMILY MINiSTRY WITH THE " r " _ ":_ "P _' pOO" "" " _' Z b" "" ": . " B

• 4; Is simplein her tastes, quiet in her dress, pure in her
¢;NPPEWAPRESCHOOLCARAVANCURRICULUM speech, and temperate in her pastimes.. _

" " • ' 5. Is a companion with greatbooks and withsaints of. all
Undated,.Two..Year Cycle " • " • , -• • • : centuries.

Beg ' " ' - : "
inning withthe September, October/November, 82, Quarter " .6. . nothingbutsi,n,hatesnothlngb.uthyJpocr!sy,envzes: -- " " Fears

.... . _-... nothing but a clean life, and covets.noth.ng but character.'
. . d)

• 7. is energetic,but not fussy, "
• . • " . .

+: • " 8.:When her last race is run and her
. . • . . .+ - . ,, .

• " . • : .,, service is complete, she willface
" " .+ the dissolution of her campus

•" " " : with inner peace, knowing
. + .... ,, " .-: thatherwo.rkwill

, .; - abide;* ....
- + "

CHIPPEWA• CHIPPEWA ..
,LEADER"_SGUIDE VISUAL PACKET. ,.i :.
VOLUME I VOLUME I

Nine months of plans and Beautiful full-color teaching and

techniques for teaching preschool manipulative aids. -

Caravan, 136 pages. C-1 . . "Per year,.$15.95

Per year. $6.95 (t_=ltatJv_price) _,,..,,_,..,o_.._..,,_o,,._,_. itencutiveprice)

MA I'ERIALS AVAII, AItI,I._AU(;EJBTI. 19H2

An/mportant CH/LDREN'S WEEKDAYM/N/STRY for Your Church
PLAN AND BE:READY TO BEGrN INSERTEMBER 1982

CHILDREN'S" MINISTRIES
Division of CHRISTIAN LIFE AND' SUNDAY SCHOOL

- +
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ADULT MII_ISTRIES CRADIF. ROLL PARENTS

Begin Your NEW ASSEMBLY YEAR

q _x

:WO RBO01 :,.. through their
BABYA six'day work-schedule chart for keeping notations on calls,

appointments, and meetings . . __YBaby/ A full page for recordingsermon theme, text, so'iags,
:I" special music, announcements, attendance, and

_// offerings, and summanzng previous week's activltes.

roa ANNUALREPORT-- _ _ _'_7 !_ "_

_£'_'-- .. . "-i_'"'.:."-" _-" in[ormation necessary to complete your _ v_J__/. " 0 district report at the end of the church ,_,.i
1" ..._.._._ .... year.

 e , eeo,emohmoe*,n .
"_- / "Thebaby is_ e key.'

' ' LOOKING FOR SOMETHING
..... '- - ..... TO HELP YOUR FAMILY.:.L'T:.,.. _-, * " i. " " '

"Annua)Reporto/Pastor"form.Alsoincludes-calendars:sheels'forrecordingchildren'dedicated:funerals., . - . ' O W0rshipG0dtogether?• .... . . • "marriages, baptisms, names and addresses: and summary of year's acliviliesl

pm d
back. Pocket-size,

t o
_ r0w n in kn0wledgea ndunderstandingof the Bible?

All material comes m a quality. Dura-plus vinyl, six=ringbinder with handy storage pocket in _[_
" '_" ' o personalandspiritual relati0[iships?7"Y4':x 5'/z"-x _": '/z" rings with "push open" button at end. Includes sheet hfters. Takes 7,4 x q%", six-nng" . " t .r_ _,-J _xJ_:-_.f"N_ " Nurtureeachother in

_,i,_,,.. . . . I.._P__L.. _'x,_,,_..,_ , "

MINIS'[ER'S DALLY WORIKBOOK may be started any time.of the year. However. begun Withyour NEW .I t_.__. ".!_... ' _'_assembly year and us_zdconsistently throughout the following 12 months, it will provide.fingertip info r[nation _ "" • ' ' '_ I_ _..'__," " " ' "

R-52 Bind•i" with R-51. R-53 inserts . ........... ....... ................ $8.95 [ _ _._ ." _ / /'_ _| _' _"_ I_ i __m'_,_ _a

For the morethan 2.500 pastors now-usingthis "Worl_book". , . " " ! __. _.__X"_ ._. - i{ "_'_

R-Sl Annual Replacement Refill ': """ " .... "" _" " _ __ _"_" _........................ $3.00
R-53 " Address Sheets ............ .. .......... :" .... ' " {Packageo/20) 50c
.-_s_0P_oi.F,,o, ..... ,'o_ogeo_50_9s_ .Revised format in(:ludes

•R-31011 • Binder ". .... " ......... .............. ......... ..... - $5.95 " " " • Specialarticles[0r parents • Explorah0n01bothBible truthandfile applicah0n

" " " ,.......o,._,,oo.._...... ,.o,,. : Suggestionst0r a familyacliwty _nSaturday • Suggesh0nsfor'makingprayertime moreelleclive.... ' .... " . Completeguidanceforadailydevotionallime • Supportforwhal [hechild studiesin SundaySch001
• " " " • ' " " " •Ways l0 involveall members0l thefamily

An Essential Helpmate That No. Pastor. Should Be Witliout! "' " : • . Every family In the church where there are primary, mlddler, or junior children ' . .
" ' " NAZARENE PUBUSHING -HOUSE - ". ." .... should have a copy of "Table Talk" every quarter. "

: .PostOffice.Box527.Kar_sasCity,Missouri64141 _ . .
- . An .investment of ONLY. 90c p:er-quancr or $4.50 per year "

•" • " Ordei EVERYOUARTERon the (_hurch Lit•future/Supplies Order Blank
.... - ' : " ; or direct from.your .... "_'_"_...... 32U

32T . -.. , NAZARENEpUBLISHINGHOUSE'ePostOffice BoX527,KansasCity.Missouri64141

1982 03-05-27





Children's Ministries !Division of CLASS

Sunday School Attendance Campaign

A. ,Theme: "Get Excited--Tell EVERYBODY" ..
• .' . " . . " • . ( " . . .

S. Attendance emphasis Involves six Sundays / " " " •
" Februan/28 (first Sunday of Lent--Prevlew, P.ubllcity)
• 1. March7--Kickoff " J -..' ....'. .'.

a.EVERYBODYpresent ..... .. - ..
bl EVERYBODYinvolved
c. EVERYBODYget.excited - ...

2. Marcll.14--EVERYBODY Bring Somebody • :_. ,_3..•March 21--"Man/and Martha" Sunday....
Bring friends to God's house and then

take them to your home for a meal. q_' i,_
4. March 28--Children's Day " "

-Even/child. proclaim Him King through special
musical presentations, programs, recitations.

5. _--HOSANNA Sunday (Palm Sunday)
EVERYBODYrejoice, EVERYBODY.present

. - (to hail:Him,.to proclaim Him) . • .
6. April 11--Easter

EVERYBODYcelebrate Hisresurrection.

.C; Resources (available to pastors in late Janumy) .l :-:-
I._Song sheet (d-page folder)

Titles:"Get All Exc|ted_Tell Everybody"
"Hosanna"
"He LiVes" --_ '
"Let All the People Praise Thee" . . .

21Poster--Man/, excited fac e, n_nning to tell everybody .,
3. Letter--printed and signed "pastor," and.letterhead for further use . ,
4. Responsibility card " - - - - " ' • ', .,,,-,
5. Banner .- ....

D. Note:.Combined open,ng services_aresuggested.during_,this campaign forraal[yLspiri(,and
specialemphases..

l
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flOWwdi iSgOflrchurchidenfifie?" . riculum may be a six-week come was based on whotneman ors. Jesus exposed the disciples
.course to a three-year theological was in character and attitude, to the world. He did not move
and biblical stddy. The •disciple 2. Jesus taught the. Kingdom to them out of it. They were not se-.

, clud_d or protected.
C "" Sig]r_s, graduates' from the classroom His disclples.._ upon mastery of the established Jesus war a transparent per- Not did Jesus attempt to pro-

course requirements, son with His followers. While tect His disciples from the can-

i RST Dlsi:;ipling is also though' to some of the happenings in His life cerous church leaders of the day.F take place when one. person sptr- occurred in solitude (e.g., the He defended His followers. He diditually cultivates another person wilderness temptation), Jesus not leave His menwithout aid. But

.BI I_ _ BB_U K_I_ n --,'one on one," This interperson- shared those experiences with neither did He build fences to
C _!1 al relationship may consist_of a the Twelve• " " gatekeep them' from the realitiesN prescribed course of study. Or it Discipleship Is 'commonly of conflict• . "

• might-be -a very dynamic and thought to be. Bible study..Dis-- " "Jesus' relationship with'the dis-
0 F 1' H E flexible approach to spirifual con- cipleship is the study of the Word • ciples .was a mixture .of scolding . . .

A• corns.-The latter approach to --.th'_.person of Jesus. Jesus and complimenting. He called

_A _ .................... "........................ disc,piing ma,y yery well be de-spentverylittletimeteachingHis, them men of little faith. Then He

" _ Eeatures a design that can b-e _da-pte_dlnto ........ scribed as counseling•, me'n the Old Testament. His commended Simon Peter for cor-
the Architectural theme of your church. Others insist discipling Involves teaching,about the New Covenant rectly discerning Who He (Jesus)

o Doubles' as goodadvertising and an inex- " " a group-process, usually involv- came out of His life. " was.'He seemed to know when to
pensive 'night-light forthe church prop• . ing some form of Bible study: The Jesus taught the principles• of pi_od and when to pralse. ,
erb.t. " . . groups m&yconsistof3to15per- The dynamics Of relationships

sons, although someleaders pur- I

e An" investment of- ONLY $zJ25 that will . . port to minister to 30 to 50 I I continue as they do n, the saga
prove its worth for years.Produced locally, persons &tone-time. The larger • What in the of all fi'iends_ Jesus dis(_losed

• ,, Word. " I closurewas followed by demands - -

sl-396- would cost c0nsiderably more. . groups, would seem to fit withl " " " himself to the Twelve. That dis-.
Size'3 ]eet high x 5 "/e_t wide. Me'mum imprint, 16 teaching in a'classr0om s tuat on,-. IS Discipling? . of commitment.-Jesus gave him- .
letters and spaces.* " * :'whereas the small group of 15 or

less would a ow group dynamics self, but asked all of each man,-. • This happened in a natural, nor-
NO'lIE:Plonter illustrQlesone of mony settingsfor Tnt_sign. to have a greater influence in the mal sea LJence of .interpersonal
Notincludedwilhpurchose " lives of the participants, life in the new Kingdom..These involvements.

• : " ' " " Considerir_g these definitions, principles, were later illustrated in "
• " " - ....... - and differing viewpoints, what in the actual ife e:_Deriences of Jq,- Jesus ministered to the. whole

_t_.R SB(_ N ". " " " ___'">'_ ": *"_ ' - the Word is discipling? In this sus and His disciples'as they ate, theperson,emotionalChrist well-beinggaVeattenti(_nt°.of dis-,article it is not claimed that all of. worshipped, and mingledwith the . -
the New Testament has been dis- religious leaders commoners, ciples. He knew how •they .were." _ feeling. Being sensitive to their

e ideallysuited for both the church site and along the roadside of tiled te form an authorlzed,stan- and governmental authorities, .
your community. - dard for the word discipling. But There,was little question in the " fears• Jesus calmed His followers. -

o Unique, hanging l_anel design with large,'golden-yellow and white an overvle_v of the Gospel of minds of the disciples •as to what ,Jesus then corlfronted His men .Matthew offers Insights into th_ it mean1 tc love one's enemies, to With the subject of the Cross. be-
letiering on blue background•, p'rocess by which Jesus discipled seek the Kingdom first, or to build cause He would not hide'from

o This striking sign, ONLY $199.95 .... approximately one-half the s_39s . the Twelve. on rock instead Of sand: His them the severity of the situation.
cost if produced locally. - • 1. Jesus' relationship wilh His teach ng was plain to C _rist's fol- He was prepar!ng them for the-

".Overallsize: 46 inches high x 52_ inches wide. Mo.xfmum imprint, 14"letters and spaces*. E_-"_"' "dlsclples'pl;oduced character, lowers, because He lived what Sudden jolt they would feel when" . • He preached• He died. He cJealt so candidly be-
Christ's method and message Nevertheless, some of the lec- cause of Hislove for them• . .

• " always centered on people. He tures and parables'of Jesus were In the setting of worship "and
, _ hal pad them to understand them-

" • selves and what-they were tc do. obscure to the discilhles. They communion; Jesus place d this

.LLHL_HH.L"I_ilIPlFtffll'lillllP.vaull "/llkM/ I I IF.IV| .BjLjI He affirmed positive chai_acter asked repeatedly • about their heavy load of information upon• qualities in His disciples, He did meant,rig. Invariably, the explana: them. He knew the-burden of Histion included a penetrating ap-- death could only be carried as•the
not hesitate to point out grd_/ing

• Reach those who uave[ at night too, with a sigfi 'that v_orks both day weaknesses that inevitably result- plication to the inner' life..Expla_ hea_'t re'sponded in love, admlra-. nation and application appear to tion. obedience. God would sus-
and night• ed .in spiritual impotency .and be a necessary, continual, and tain the disciples whose security

• _'Codit" reflective material 100 times brighter than white paint and as problem's one with another.Nathanlel s an example: Upon major role in the discipling pro- would be severely shaken.
durable as enamel. • " " being :introduced to Nathaniel, cess. The _:esults of'the Intimate re-

o inexpensive price will permit installation alongthe highways, junctions, Jesus complimented I_im on his Jesus'checked the-disciples to lationship With Jesus can be ob-
andstreets'o|yourdty. As low as $25.50. " . openness and ntegrity, saying,- test ll_eir understanding. He served nthedtsqlples'readiness "

Siz.e:23 inches wide x 30 inches high. Meximumimprint,JSlettersandspaces." "Behold an Israelite indeed, in would askthem questions. When to assume and to execute the
, _....... ,,<,,...,,_,,.,,,o.,..... whom is no guile" (John 1!47). they exhibited openness.to Gold's command ofJesus: to make dis-

-- m 51-385 _-or_dd_i_inform_i_n_n_i_(PCi_def_m_J_upp_ie_ndEqutprnen_o_- " Jesus: shaped Nathanlel's self- Spirit, Jesus commended them. cJples of e_.,ery person. Theywere
Freeuponrequest, concept, affirming this attribute. 3. Jesus taught His disciples convinced the relationship with

"Allpersonalizedlettednglndudedlh pdceofsign Shippingcharges_'dra.Ailows[xtoeightweeks_ordelivery. Jesus developed character in' through relational experiences. Jes(Js was adequate for them.• these.men. He. then. . expected He made sure they were party They Would tackle any task for

An Important Part in the Outreach Minisb'y of Your'Church" certain results. Theintended out- toHis encounters with unbeltev-. Him.

• .-- NAZARENEPUBUSHINGHOUSE• PostOfficeBox527.Konso_;City,Missouri/54141 " . . 33
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4. Transferring Leadership tothe He called upon His disciples to reminded the disciples repeat-
disciples, help Him in working with .the edly of the purpose they were to .

After knowing His disciples fOr crowns, particularly at the times accomplish. The last. words of " "
a relatively,short •time, Jesus in- o_. feeding the multitudes. The Christ befor.e H!s- ascension, as • "-
formed them of the need for lead- contrived evangellsii¢ event, recorded by Matthew. contain` the " . : " " ' " • -
ership. His endeavor of startir'tg a . called the Triumphal Entry, re- summation of purpose and prior- . .

spiritual movement was likened weals how Jesus again used His ity. Disciple-makin_,,by going, " " " _ mtO the harvesting of grain. Reap- - disciples. Jesus' close associa- baptizing, and.teaching all peo- " •!'That Jesus did not really rise fro the dead
ers were needed, tion with Peter. James. and John pie. summarized the great goal of

reflects His intentional plans to God" The task was theirs to fulfill. ' . and could not do so is assumed as sell-evident
With the first assignment He shift the load of leadership re- Jesus seemed to believe the " reality for 20th-centur,y humanity'"

gave them, He tran§ferred au- sponsibility, training was-complete. The men I " " - "• . "1 " . ..

thority to them =rrorder to carry " were prepare¢ and confident.' He .., . -

out the job. He madt_ clear what Jesus allowed His men to ex- eft them to finish thej0b--bring- I _" ; " " •they were to do. They had direc- perience failure a_ well as to taste ing men to God. . T,
t_ons as to where they were to go, success. While He was on the In conclus on..our-thinking our

to _,hom they would minister, how Mount of _Transfiguration, the feelings, our particular interests " n , of Jesusthey w°uld c°nduct themselves' nine °bscure disciples tried °ut and ;]reJudk;es "must c°nf°rm t° " Theand what the message was, Jesus their God-given ministry; It was a God's Word. Our definition and. : • _".

explainedthepurposeofthe mis- fiasco. Jesus expressed annoy- ministry of dis ciplin, can be " _ le I_ITI=_Ce n'°__°C
sion. He especially prepared ance at tl_eir spiritual inability. He guided oythasefourbibllcalcri. • 20th Century and
them for resistance. Jesus was thought lhey should nave been teria: character development. " ; -
thorough in His'train!ng. - • men of faith'by this time, Kingdom-content. Interpersonal " "

Jesus delegated responsibility Jesus gradually turned over the re at onships, shifted leadership " ." '
for.many aspects of His ministry, i'eins of leadership. As He did. He responsibilities.. _ . . . ... . :.. , .. • .

: " " : by Streeter S. stuart . .- " "I

. - •., • Professor of Greek ahdNew Testame'nt " " -

i MATTU_ / [_$ AT • obedience to lhe wiil of the Father. an_ this suffering .. . "United Wesreyan'College...Allent°wn':. Pennsylvania.:. • " , " "'" ' .-- and death were the will Of the Fathe[ (26:39), From - .. • . . . .
" the manward s de, H s sonship has its effect through : ' : "

TUi: .$_ _!:" 6_ fcontinuedlrom page 25). that suffering and death. To demand that: He do ....

anything in ou'r way is to aSK Him tO deny himself. " " • "
• . • whmh can Ue sum-

: nave Chr st say. just whb He is-so'that we can then " Rather. it is ours to accept and to believe in His way. I n Trajectories through Early Christianity, Profes- modern historical conviction "• "
deny it--there isscarcely a worse evil. But is this It is ours.to confess Him n such ways that He re- .. . . • :- . ! sor'Helmut K0esterof Ha'fvard writes of resur- .marizedinthe phrase: If it is histolricalit is true,
not something Of what happens when we ask Him mains free from denying. _imself. rection as "a mytholog!cal. .metaph°r for',,God's vic-, even more than does the historian . . . Jesus'tory over the powers of unr ghteousness. Of Jesus resurrection is a cornerstone of his faith. Con-
for guidance and tnen refuse it because it does not , -
come from sources which suit "us? Therff is bleak And that brings us to Ivlatthew's last use of the tiile resurrection specifically he.says, "After his-death sequently the empty t()mb must be a historical
tragedy here: Again, Jesus is being.asked to dem- Son of God.'The centurion had seen death before.. " ' several of his disci pies had visions of Jesus which fact... This obscurantist attitude can be termed
onstrate His divinity .on terms .that suit mere hu- And if he was typical of his culture he believed that - " -_ eonvirlcedthem that he was alive. ''_ This position in "historicism" since it absolutizes.me modern his-
manity, and asked to demonstrate it so that it may it was just one of those things that we should accept, regard toresurrection "generally, and .the resurrec- . torical conviction inits veryattempt to dismiss it.
be denied. Here is the parallel to the treachery Of because we are _uman, because we are "natural." tlofi of Jesus in particular, is far y :typical of'the When combined with a conviction about the lit-

.Herod who wanted the magi .to tel him where the. -But.here was one at wtiose death nature seemed to. modern theologian and biblical critic writing from eral nspiration of the .Bible. such historicism
B'abe was found so that he could slay it though his . rebel. It did not quietly and inscrutably, an'd With the " a-2Oth-century existential background. It.is a posi- leads, nevertheless, to a hermeneutic which is
pretense was worship, usual efficiency, accept th_s one. tion which stand_ behind .almost everything on? ,accepted as meaningful by a sizeable section of

And at me Crucifixion. these.religious leaders How. deeply the _enturion understood wl!at he reads today in such writing. That -Jesus did not. oursociety .. 2
accuse Him of saying that He was the Son of God, said, we cannot know.But we know that he was not. - . really rise from the dead and coule not do so is We need not debatehere a precise definition of
and like the devil in the wilderness fling Scripture •here a man asking that things, be proven just to . "assumed as self-evident reality for 20th-century "fundamentalist." What is significant for our pur-
at Him--Ps. 22:8 (Matt..27:39-44). Again, their de- suit himself. And he certainly had asked nothing of . " humanity. " ' poses is the clear cultural.or academic prejudice

" " Daniel' patte, in his introductory monograph, What which leads to the.suggestion that a real "historian.",, mand is that He prove His divinity in ways.that Jesus; least of all had he asked Him to deny himself.
ii would satisfy them without changing them. But He Nor had he asked Jesus to tell him who Hewas. All . Is Structural Exegesis? takes What he term§ a "fun- one who'is truly In touch with modern culture, could

will be Son.of God in_ny saving, way to no human he seems to have known was what was going on, damentalist"'interpretation of the Bible,to task for
being, until that person confesses it for himself. And : around the cross and the up.heaval"of nature. . :-. its "'obscurantism" (i:e, its exegetical 'methods i9ill .rection:n°tpossiblYAndyetaffirmpatteaisstrucklitel:alvirginbythebirthfact°rthatresLIr-so
it will charLge that life. All'other confessiqns of Him Arid here Matthew leaves matters with the title note,modern.culture) at exactly this point orresur- many.people do believe that t.he virgin bil'th .and
are confessions that condemn their confessors. • . Son of God. It Is a title testified to by the Spirit him- rectioh: ," : ... " : " . resurrection of Jesus .really occurred. Obviously

"If you are the Son of God, come down from the self, recognized by demons, and.revealed to human ... ' " • -The fundamentalist interpreter, unlike the biblical then, according tO Parle, that sizeable section of our
Cross."" How tragic this demand. For it is precisely beings. It is confessed by humans either on the way : ' " " scholar, refuses to comply with th'e demands of society which believes in this way must 5e ignoring
His staying there"that makes His Sonship our salva- to salvation or In self-condemning pe_'_,ersity which . " " " historlogr.aphy. He affirms that a religious reading the demands of true history and thus"ignoring as
tion. They are asking Him to forsake the very act s'eeks to act as if it t_'adnot confessed. And now this . i of the Bible is the only valid one. Yet, paradoxical- well the demands of modern culture. But is that

•that makes His divine sonship effective for human; _ centul'ion--who, raises with his confession the - ly, such anattitude is intended'to protect the !'his- really the case? Are all those who accept the res'ur-
ity. Peter had .suggested something of the same haunting question, under what conditions will I be todcity" of the B'ible. For Instanoe, the fundamen- rection of.Jesus as real history truly so far removed
thing :_nd our Lord hacl bunt y told him just now found confessing, "Truly, this is the Son of God"?_ tallst Interpreter as exegete affirms; against the from modern culture that they merit the designation
diabolic such a scheme was (16:22-23), From the historian, the historicity of the virgin birth and of " obscurantist.?, s the evangelical affirmation of the

• Godward side, His. so_nship depended upon His" ; *Scripturequotatmnsinthisarl¢cleatetheautl_or:sown Iranslailon. " " the empty toml_. Why? Because he abides by the historical Resurrection simply the, result 'of blind
35
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fundamentalist faith? Could it be that a resolute Some time agol to be sure that I was not oh- thinly much of what we take for granted in our withcorn plete i_Jnorance oi the demands of his cul-
denial of the resurrection of Jesus is itself "oh- scurmg the modern scientific world in my own.el- modern world would be regarded two or three ture. The realities of this world are not obscure to us
scurantist"? . firmation of the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ, centuries ago as impossible or "miraculous." who hold to the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Although Ru'dolph Bultm'ann is dead. it seems I put the ab()ve quotation,fr0m Bultmann to three Although we view and understand the world in a We are not lix/ing in a cultural vacuum. Indeed. what
that his thoroughgomg skepticism regarding the re- scientists of admitted!y Christian persuasion and - far.dlfferentway than did our ancestors of biblical seems to have happened is that many critics have
surrection of Jesus (ana other miracles) is still very asked tllem, against such a theological background. . .. . times, there remain innumerable questions and so closed their own minds to' that body of scientific_

" much alive. This skepticism still weighs heavily in andin view of our 2Oth-century modern world, "" phenomena: for science to explore. With this in "'scholar13" opinion which alfirms the historicity Of the
the thinking of many theologians and biblical whether they feltthat the resurrection of Jesus. ash. . . mind. I can well imagihe that several centuries Resurrection _hat their own .exegesis has become
scholars. Such a skepticism or cultural +'preunder- real historical event, is an impossibility. ,Hero. from now new laws will have been discovered obscurantist and no-longer hermeneutically accept-
standing" was stated most succinctly by Bultmann through persona correspondence, are their replies, which will make the resurrection' of Jesus quite .able to' many 20th-century men and women.
in his well known article entitled "New Testament Walter R. Thorson, for_nerly professor of phy;sical _ plausible, from a.sclentific standpoint. " The resurrectiontof Jesus in" the 2gth-ci_ntury is" " " " " not to be relegated simply to the mentality of blind
and Mythology," Which is included in the book chemistry at Massachusetts Instituteof Technology, Here we have impressive testimony from three f_Jndamentalism real or ir_agined. The resurrection
Kerygma and Myth: . . . . .+ +. - . . and now in the same bosition at the Uni.versity of + highly reputable 20tb-century scientists that the re-

Man's knowleage and mastery of the world Alberta. Canada. writes: sqrrection of Jesus is not only .conceivable but of Jesus is accepted as fact by many people who
nave advanced to such an extent through science . As a physical scientist I have no scientific ex- " Indeed vei'y much" acceptable as an event of past .may not be writing articles for existential, theolo-
and technology that'it is no longer possible for . planatlon for.the Resurrection. and Normal sci- history We would not be so naive as to assert that glans, but nonetheless it is accepted by many who
anyor e seriously to hold the New Testament view entific e.xperience suggests that it is certainly an - . this testimony proves that Jesus rose from.the dead. are culturally elite. The failure of the critic to account

.of the world-.-in fact. there is nc one who does.., unexpected outco'me. B_t there is no way ir__,hich • Nor do we fair to realize that it would be possible to for this acceptance on some basis other than fun-
I can investigate the event as a physical 6vent;+it proouce an equally impressive lineup of scientific damentali_ exegesis or obscurantist _historicismexposes the shallowness of the critic's own position.
can neither be repeated nor imitated in the la120; opinion that wou.ld deny the bodily resurrection of . We.affirm that which is obvious in the above: the

- ratory Therefore I am next forced bac k upon the "i', Jesus as Bultmann.has done. bodily resurrection of J,esus Christ &s historical fact+1, "1 am one 'twentieth-century category of "historical fact P as the factuality ac- " " 'But that Dos tion' of nonacceptance should not in s 2Oth-century sc entific.'and holding. And in the• cessible to me. It appears to.me that--apart from itself obscure the reality tl'iat many people have ac- resurrection Of Jesus we continue to hope fo_" our
scientist'who not only sees itssheer "incredibility" as a human event--the re- I " cepted and do accept the resurrection of Jesus _s

nothing impossible, about the surrection of Jesus is one of the best 'attested fact..and many of those, like the three scientists, own resurrection andeternal life_ '_

resurrection .of Jesus Christ, facts of history. Finally', of course, my attitude to , who presently do accept itas fact are as ti?oroughly +.JamesM.Robinson'andHelmulKdester Treiector,es throughEaHy
- the Resurrection is r_ally determined by the basic scientific and modern as one can be. - Christlamty(Philadelphia:FortressPress.t971),pp 2231

butbelieves its real historical beliefs and commitments of my life. I am one Can we really accuse these scientists of being 2. DanielParle.WhatIs StructuralExegesis?(PhlladoIphzaFortress
3. RudOlph eultmann, '*New Testament and Mythology," in Korygmatruth to be more important for. "20th-century scientist" who not only sees nothing cultural :obs¢ _rantists or of ack ng 'proper cultural Press.t976zp.?

l impossib e about the resurrection of Jesus Christ,- ! orientation? It seems Unfair and even unacademic a'n(_MytheditedbyHansWorrierSartsch(NewYork:HarperandBrom-

the'destiny of man than any of but believes its real historical truth to be4more ira- . for the cr_iticto charge the 2Qtl]-century •believer ors.t961).Pp.4r+.
portent for the destiny of man than any of the • -

the achievements'of science." . ", achievem'en_s of science, glorious as these are. + +

L. Wayne Swenson, professor.of physics at Ore.- .. : , .
. + .

gon State Un versify, has.recently superviFed a nu- obedience. To followChrist is to walk with Him daily
" --accepting and obeying His word.

It iS impossible to use electric light and the wire- clear research program in a new fiel_ _f meson _ PUBLIC EVANGELISMAND
less an_ to avail ourselves of modern medical physics.at Los AlamoS. N.M. He says:- :+
and surgical discoveries:and at the same time to At present it is beyond scien(:e to constrlJct a " THE INVITATION TO PRAYER thatApubliCdailywalk,prayerbutCanit'alsoresultcaninbecomefaithandasugraCebstitutef°r" and serve as a rationalization for disobedience.
believe in the New.Testament world of spirits and proof that life Can be restored'after death, nor is it
miracles., "The New Testament claims that this possibie for .science to prove•that it cannot be. (continued from page 29) The benefit and beauty of the victorious altar ser -_
Jesus of history . . is at the same time the pre- Eacking what may be called scientific woof as a vice cannot be used to replace the command of
existent Son of God, and side by side with the ;)h),sicist persuaded of the va_idity of the Bible's . -- . Christ for holy living. Feeling good does not exceed
historical event of the crucifixion it sets the deft- claim that Christ was resu'i'rected from the grave, , . Church's surprise and joy over their"obedience, the witness of obedience, and a sense of relief
nitely non-historical event.ofthe resurrection.., my reasoning =sas follows: Obst}rvation of nature However, when those who have knelt for prayer are does not release one from the criterion of Christ-
An historical fact which invoh'es a resurrection and the study of natural physil;._t laws _.ersuade -Ignored whe the m nister continu(_s .tOlament over likeness. . .
from the dead is utterly.,inconceivable .... The re- me of the necessity 0f'+including God's'creative the unresponsiveness of others, they may become 2. Much of the value of an evangelistic altar call
surrection itsel_ is not an event of pasthistory..! active role.in the inception of the inteliigent if e discouraged and question the. real Importance of sost when the congregation refuses or is not gi_/en

form-we call man which is endowed with an _m- :. their decision. . an opportunity to gather and pray with those who
Here is a+proper20th-century cultural conclusion mortal soul. God's creative activity is. of.course, The celebration of the church over one who has have responded. The nearness of the "children of

about the resurrection of Jesus, as Bultmann.and also evidenced in the natural'environment bf the experienced by faith the grace of God will in itself God.strengthens and encourages those who have
others see it. The problem is that it is not a uni-
versal "preunderstanding." I mean. I use ,electric universe which surrounds us. If we admit Initial generate an atmosphere of obedience'in which .obeyed the'Spirit's call to.public.prayer. WhQther

- + .life to be the unique act of the will of God, it Is a •others maydecide topray, to pray aloud or silently-, both the trained and the . .
lights and all kinds of modern conveniences and _ • - " "small thin_ for God to restore life, once Interrupt-. " "
believe in the literal bodily resurrection of Jesus too. A Warning Abouf Successful Altar ChIP Inexperienced should endorsethe evangelistic altar
Furthermore. I am aware .of a great company of ed, to the body of man, Certainly it is no moredifficult to reconcile with the scientific point of Effective altar" calls are of.value to. the life. and toCallbYtheinvitattbn.kneelingand. praying withthosewho respond
Christians 2gth+century Christians, biblical schol- view than any of the New Testament or present; growth of any.church. Hope and.morale grow When The evangelistic altar "call is a_ extension of the
mrs, theologians, historians, doctors, and scientists
who also regard the resurrection of Jesus as his- day miracles. _ a congregation regularly witnesses others kneeling Good News that Jesus Christ has been crucified .J

,, torical +fact. Have We all become so far removed Finally, Paul R. Schimmel, professor of blochem_ at the ch_ rch's altar in response, to evangelistic and resurrected_ He now sits at the right hand of the
from the realities of our culture that we really accept " istry and biophysics at Massachussetts Institute of sermons, Father, and all men who labor and are heaOy laden:- ._But there are two r sks that must be faced when are Invited to come boldly to-the throne of grace

" " that which Is L_na_eptable? Are weculturally blind? Ti_chonology,.responds as follows: " : " a church experiences numerous sLJccessful altar ane to receive rest. May the altars in.holiness

Are we all so foolish that we should be pitied for the Speaking strictly as a scientist, and setti'ng ' + " " calls, churches always be used for the purpose of accep,_futility of our faith and hope as Paul ndlcatedln 1, .aside.the b_estion of religious beliefs, I believe • " • •
Cor 15 19?. . tl_at the resurrect!on.of Jesus is a possibility. Cur- 1. Basic to all evangelistic sermons Is the call (o Ing.that invitation.
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Through these four functions, the ministry of Jesus pilgrimage, and to help them on their way by show-
" - . . . " - is projected through the person and work of the ing love and care. Pastoral visitation gives oppor-

Christian pastor. Pastoral care is bringing l;he heal- tunity' for parishioners to veht their feelings, whether
• ." ' ing, susta ning, guiding, and reconciling resources they be guilty, frustrated or hostile.

• " " " " " " " of God to bear on human need. Through pastoral calling the pastor can minister
" . - " " ' " " - The scope of pastoral care in. the local bhurch to grief-stricken members. Without assuming the.

• ': " - "" is•broad. It "includes instructional care (such as i'ole of a psyphologist, much less a psychiatrist, he,
_' premarrlage guidance), hospital care {comforting can render ,importantserviCe to people_at such

., ]." ' . the .sick), shut-in care (serving those who cannot times of grei_t distress."

PASTORAL CAREAND attend the worship services), and bereav_.ment. "It is when the people are called on in their

carl3 (standing with a family through the loss of.a hbmes, visited in the hospital, visited.in their places
loved one, or through a divorce of a son or daugh- of employment, upheld at the open grave, or con-

. .. tar). Though not limited to it, pastoral care comes . soled in their bewildering moments that the pastor
into play most often in times of physical, emotional, becomes their -sympathetic friend. BiJt something

• . -. oKspiritual crises, else happens in a pastoral visit. The pastor returns

NEED-0RIENTEDPREACHING Intensively (bersonal-concerns r'lating to death from his visitation to his offlcewith new issues to . .

. and dying, grle! suffering, emotional illness infi-• investigate theologically in the reflective house of
- . . dellty, lifeand/or vocational uncertainties, a sense study, " -

of futility and meaninglessness of life, loneliness, In the pulpit, the pastc)r stands on a'bridge' be-
') .... " ' : guilt, marriage and family distress, physical suffer-- tween his_theological reflections ir_ his study and

"- " • " ." - ...ing, and'10ssof Self esteem, are illustrative of the pastoral-visitation. Issues and situations with which

by LeBron Fairbanks . . needsbrought to the worship services by p&rishion- . - . ." - , - ers.. - -
- . . . . , .

.... " " Professoi" of Pastoral Theology, European Na_.areneBible College Pastoralcare, understood from this perspective,.. . I
- . .. will be translated !rite pastoral concern in the pulpit

• exeressed through consistent biblically based
need-oriented messages. Because of the limitations When a pBstor_s preaching be-

- of time. ack of expertise, and personal relation- comes echoes of•arid irrelevan-
" ' _ .... " ships, a strong, need;oriented pulpit ministry carl

Historically, "Practical .Theolo(ay" or "Pastoral For many people the wora "God" is an'empty vastly strengthen• the caring/counseling dimension cies1 the Preacher may be ad-Theology" has,included at. least three major symbol. "('hey have no personal 'relationshipwith of pastoral ministry. Whenever a congl'egatior_ garb- . vertising his neglect of pastoral
aspects of Christian ministry: (1) communicating the Him; and "they are unable to really hear 'the Good. ers, whatever !ts size the need for help is _oresent,, (:are,

• gospel of Jesus Christ: (2) organizing the church for News of.the gospel.• Pastoral counseling becomes a Preaching Is therefore, an avenue of ministry. It is
its work; (3} and caring for the souls of its members, way of giving new meaning to the word."God" and the pastor caring for his people,
This article will focus•upon the third aspect of pas- of communicating the Good News to such persons. One pastor wrote. "Without words, I could hear . .
toral the_)logy .... It is a means of helping them discover a more mean- them speak (as they sat in the pews) 'Preacher, do . ." .

Consistent need-oriented preaching provides:the ingful life. you understand my problem?' 'Preacher, are there " . ' - '"
.most effective way (though. not the only way) bY Spiritual growth is ar_ essential objective in pas- any spiritual resour(_es that could renew my life?'• the pastor has beer Confronted throughout the "
Which a.pastor=cares for the souls of his people. The toral counseling. Counseling is, thus, an •invaluable .'Preacher, If you are a man of God, speak tome of w_eks or months are scri plurally addressed.
ministei: mus{, therefore, be sensitive to the felt method for implementing the basic purpose of the " ' His'love and grace ane truth that I may experience "Though not speaking at people, he is most specific-
needs of his parishion_l's. He mu'st also develop a church. However, the traditional counseling ap- them and live,'" ally speaking to issues which his people are facing.
.strategy for an expanded pastoral care ministryin preach "of. pastoral ministry--the one-t()-one en_ Another minister said,"AII preaching is pi'eaching Sermons cannot'subStitute for dealing with Individ-

counter--places mitatibns, upon the minister that to personal needs, if it is really preaching and not" uals one-on,one, but sermons can strengthen all
the congregation through his preaching, rnust be ackn.owledged. . the deli_/ery of an essay or a general address to that tranSpires'in the relationship.

I. What is "need-oriented" Preaching? What is There is.the limitation of time. A sensitive pastor nobody In particular." True preaching is not a gen- The preacher who is in touch dialogically with his
"pastoral care;" and how is it related to pastoral : who t_kes seriously his total pastoral responsibili- erallzation, nor is it a monologue, it IS always di- parishioners knows that Christian faith is challengeo
qounseling? . ties doesnot have the•time to.spend in.a great hum- - -rected to•the needs of the worshippers, by many people. For some, the most common re-

Wayne Oates states: ber ofone-to-one encounters.There is the lack of'expertise: A pastor in a nor: t was said of Harry Emerson Fosdick, former pas- Ilgious terms are but meaningless cliches, shibbo-
"The pastor, regardless°fhis_raining;d°esd°t real ministerial training program is not trained tot. of Rverside Church in NewlYork City, The . leths, or ideas from another cLiltureor subculture.

. enjoy the privilege of electing whether or not he sufficiently to deal with many of the deep-seated greatness of his preaching lies in the fact that each Others are faithfully holding on to the traditional
will counsel with his people ... His choice is rxot psychological problems encountered, in .today's person in-the congregation thinkshe is preaching concepts bui are uncertain about their meaning.
between counseling or not •counseling, but. be- socie[y. To make up for this, he should develop to him or her." " Christians are anx ous to hear their pastor.preach• • " - n]eaningfu!ly and" authoritatively on God's Word and
tween counseling in adisciplined and skilled way, skills in short-term counseling ano referrals, II. "How tlien does a pastor develop an effective the Bible, about the grace of God, the meaning of
ana' counseling In an undisciplined and unskilled There is the limitation of relationships. The close, pastoral-care, need-or ented preaching ministry? -prayer, the power of faith, the reality of the Spirit-
way." ness betwee[I pastor and parishioner, and the per-. " - "
Pastoral.counseling is usually viewed as a one.to- ception of the minister as a representative of God, A. Malntaln-a meaninglul pastot'al visitation pro- led life and•the Living Christ. Nor should be'avoid

one encounter between a pastor and a parishioner prevents some guilt-ridden people .from seeking - . gram, the big biblical themes such as death, covenant,
where specific counseling • techniques are used. help from tl]et pastor. ' " i Pastoral calling should be morethan merely mak- suffering, heaven, hell, and holiness. His preaching .
Pastoral counseling deals primarily with conflict and Pastoral counseling, theft must function in the " ' Ing friendship calls,. Ministers are God's ambas-, task iS to give new content toold concelsts. .
guilt whi(:h hinderthe development of a growing, setting and context of pastoral -care, which is the sadors to speak for him and the church. A pastor Phillips Brooks said, "The preacher who is _ot a
satisfying relationship with God, with others and mor e general "caring" ministry, of the pastor. It in- visits his people to learn about or respond-to their pastor- grows remote. The pastor "who is not a
with oneself..The counseling process alms to helo a cludes counseling, but is not limited to It. ,spec f o needs, He seeks to assure, encourage, In- preacher grows petty. Be both; for you cannot really

.. person ncrease his or her ability to Ioye God, his" There are four great traditions of pastoral care-- spire, guide, and direct, It shou d be his pur'pose to become One unless you are the other."
neighbor, or himself more fully.. -healing, sustaining, guiding, arid- reconelling, discover where his people are on their spiritual Pastoral call!ng must never be viewed as'an ap-

. ' " 39
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pendix'to pastoral ministry. Both the personal care The call to worship should focus the attention of. The pulpit ministry will degenerate into "hobby- people. Cultivate the ability to ask questions like:
.of'a concerned pastor and .the _ulpit guidance of a the congregation .upon the Almighty. One. It is in- horse riding, '_ "cultural moralizing," and "pseudo- "How do you feel about,.. ?"
wise preacher are needed• In.the minister's day-to- excusable for a pastor to delay consistently the se- psychologizing," arid the authority o{ Scripture and "How are things going in yoursituation?"

" day world the two functions reciprocally support lection of the•scripture reading or the hymns until pastor will deteriorate in the thinking _flthe congre- "How are things going with you spiritually?"
each Qtner. he is on the platform ready for the service to begin, gat on if principles of biblical interpre}atioh are not "You'see m fired, or upset, or discouraged,".

. B, Prepare the sermon with e spectfic purpose Plan the pastoral prayer. Begin with adoration rig0rougly followed. . "1 have a feeling you have "a burden on _/our
in mind. and thanksgiving. Include confession and interces- " With .this warning in mind. study the biblical mind." I "

sion. Present specific needs to God. Include needs text and passage sufficiently to know the "Word of Related to this sensitivity -is an awareness of
- _Sermons are preached to give. information,
cl_ange attitudes, modify behavior. _ermohs answer for physical healing but don't limit your petitions to " .the Lord" regarding the issues .concerning .your subtle distress, signs such as disturbed children.

• what the pastor believes the Spirit of God wants such requests. " people. Careful study of the Bible gives the preach- veiled antagonism between husband and wife, a
his peopl_ to know, to feel, to do. These three Preaching is not_ the sole event in the Service. er confidence and authority.(o speak the truth in frantic attempt to keep the conversation on the sur-
dimensions speak to the intellect, the emotion• the Utilize the entire worship experience as a means of love to people In need. face avoiding all in-depth encounters unusual era-" " • ' barrassment.at theminister's call. depression, loss
behavior of the parishioner. But it takes careful pro- grace where God can break through and touch the E, Plan ahead loryour need-oriented pulpit min-_ of interest in food a radical change in their usual
parafion. ". hearts and lives ef your people. Preaching is basic- istry.

"Brethren." said the former Dean of Princeton ally pastoral carein thecontext of worship.• Organize your files by months, pastoral care-' behavior, irrational compulsive behavior and guilty
Theological SemiiSary, "your office and mine is to : D, Study the Bible through the eyes of a pastor themes, ahd scripture cross referencing system. Es- . avoidance of the pastor_
call men forth from the tomb, to make people alive caring for his congregation. . tablish a •sermon calendar for a year in advance. C, No prerequisite is greater than the sp ritual
--._live st more points, alive at higher levels, alive in What does the Scripture.say about human needs then prepare a sermon file to parallel the schedule preparation of the pastor.
more !nteresting, worthy, and effective ways. _' end human conditions of guilt, forgiveness_.relation- oflpreaching. Of•course, the schedule can change. . Much time Ln prayer is needed .for the develop-

Think about the last sermon you heard. What was ' .::" " -" , But sermons willhave more depth and continuity if _ent of need_oriented sermon .themes and ade-
.the specific purpose for the sermon? Could the "big • - • planned andprePared over a period of time. This . quate biblical exegesis. Appropriate t!ming for

procedure will take time to implement but will be a preaching the sermon is so important; God's Spirittruth" of the sermon be identified in one sentence?
• " Perhaps most sermons are too general, and are most rewarding process'when ut lized. . alone 'can g ve. the necessary guidance; Even the

. best prepared sermons canbe a total faildre unless
presented as information to be received, facts to be "The preacher who•is riot a pas- iii, What,are some prerequisites for an effec-- - " preachers.are spiritually prepared personal_y• Nei-
knowrl or knowledge to _e shared. The need-ori- . '.IoF grows remote,The pastel; tive need-oriented'preaching ministry? ther psychology, theology; pllilosophy, nor homi-

" ented preacher seeks to communicate and chal- WhO. iS• nota" preacher grows .... A. The first is an .attitude of a servant. Pastors letics can ever substitute for a personal relationship

lenge the congregation to. change, not lust inform and
tl_em. Be specific and be definite. Define the petty, Be both preacher -- - are servant/leaders, and stand between and beside with God. Other prerequisitesinclude a commit-their peol_le, not over them. A prophet/priest/pas- ment to preaching as the first priority. a trust
purpose.• Memorize the "big truth." Know. the ape- pastor, |or yOU caRRot-really be tor model of pastoi'al ministry is needed with a relationship between pastor.and parishioner.cific need to which the sermon _n addressed.. The . "
most difficult, yet the moshrewarding part of sermon come ORe Uriless yOU are the mental framework o_ compassion. Which communi- Frank Laubach has stated, "It doesn't matter how

cates the message of "1 love you." "1 need you," "1 big heaven is, it matters how big the pipe is and
preparation is defining specifically the What, whyl other,"

. and to whom of the message, " . . respect you, _' "1serve you." "l.care for you." whether it is open• The bottleneckis never God. it
A_ Donald G. Miller has stated: , " B;.The second,prerequisite is'sensitiVity to pea- is'always ourselves. There are parishioners in our

"To preachis_'not merely to stand in a pulpit pleand their hurts,.Use "openers" when talking to Sunday services of worship .who have isolated- - . themselves from the power and love of.God: Their
and speak, no -matter how eloquently,and el- - spiritual channels havebeer blocked. As preachers
fectively; nor even to set forth a theology, no ships, loneliness, failure, fellowship, acceptance, -- we are called by God to help them break- the. Io'g-
matter how clearly it is stated or how worthy the alienation, separation, love envy, bitterness, strife; " " jam." - '
theology. TopreaCh is to become a part of a compassion? . What people want to know is whether or hal their
dy namlc event, wherein the living, redeeming God "What does the Bible say about the life crises of .:

- pastor is really cdncerned with their needs, whetherreproduces hisact=of redemption in a living on- death and dying, grief, physical pain, emotional or not he is the same in life as in the pulpit; in
counter w tilmen through the preacher. '• illness• marriage and family, problems, and dis- . f.._. counseling as in the sacrament of Holy Communion,

Seen from this perspective, need-oriented tress? . . :-" . ._"_ " • the same In listening to their problems as we are in

preaching • includes proclaiming the evang(_listic .A wore of caution _s•necessary_ Belief in the full _,, " listening to their joy. " "

" inspiration of all 66 books of the Bible does not" 'Preachers:need stresh understanding of-their-

call. exploring the content of the Christian faith and imtSly that every word, phrase, or verse is. inspired _ .. l_

confronting as a searching prophet the evil that .. calling as a contemporary extension of the Incarna-

ensnares and grips persons and.society, separate from its context or.Its intended use by the 'i l" l ! tlon. When the call at God is- experienced anew

writer_ The authority of the Bible rests lathe Book within lives_ then they are bound to become a chan-
C. Utilize the'entire worship service, as a whole, not in dJsatlached 'and disoriented \_" nel, a mediator of the truth, the love. and the power

•Dynamic preachidg' is basically pastoral care in fragments of.it. A correct unclerstanding of a single of God. . "
the context of Worship. Under the.guida[tce Of the verse will always be •validated by the Bible as a =As ministers study, write, counsel, or call n the

Holy Spirit. the'need.-oriented preacher plaris the whole. • . ' " . -i ! _

entire worship service'as an even!, a happening, a Pastors concerned with preaching to the needs Of home of"a" parishioner or step into the pulpit, the

- • fo owir_g prayer needs to be personalized.
dynamic encou nte'r between God and His pe0pie, the congregation must guard against "proof-text- "Search me and know me. O God, and see if there
• 'During the Week, the people of Gadexperience ing" and "eisegesis." "Proof-texting" refers to the be any wicked way n me, and lead'me in _eway - "

hatred, greed, .jealousy,. strife, confli_, and many • -selection of texts out of context n orderto prove a everlasting, Take my words and speak Thou
other emotions either on the job, in the community, point. "Eisegesis" refers to the reading, of ."our" " through them/Take my hands and work with them,

_, or in the family. On Sundays they. need test for meaning !nfo a text rather than "exegetlng" the text, ' •Take my. soul and set it aflame that it may proclaim
their weary souls; Lift. them above the ordinary., i.e./seeking the meaning of the text as it was orig-, " , - Thy goodness. Thy power, and Thy love. .
Point them.beyond the human. Carry them•to the inally.intended. Ministers should never be rightfully " • "Here are the talSed sermons of our. "Lord renew _ me my calJing. May I be faithful
fountain of living water'. The way the minister stands " accused of "using" a,text for personal Interpfefa- last three._ervices and the co[lect!o n . to.You ,and to the people to whom You ha'_e called

and proclaims the message of God reflects his au- tion-out of its biblical context. " - " :_, " _ plate you missed.'" m,e,inthority as an ambassador of God to the people of. Pastors should--must--preach need-oriented . .. • • Jesus' name, Amen."
God .... ' messages using sound hermeneutlcsl pi-lnctples. " - -.. . . . •. , . " . ,

- " " " - 41
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day praying for comforl and dr- passion." /t was not the cold. for- argument puerile, but the man
• , . ;.... . .. - .:: : . _'f_ction.as lost men. To offer real presentation of truth that el- was aflame, radiating a power of

• . them a string of cheap epigrams fected so remarkable a change in oving that filled his simple words
. ' I , • •r, or.bloodless moralities is to feed 18-century England.. a change w th meaning and an atmosphere

. . : :.. them on stones,/fear nothing so which renewed the church and of worshio . The'scoffer stayed
"" ' much as the "clever" minister. " "

t" " " . : • . . . . _ . ' - Amid all life's agonies and sor- reformed society, but the "the01- tojpray'" .. . . .,. rows. heisnotonlya,tragicmis.:., ogy of the warmed heart" ex- That qubtation may seem to ar-
• , . , . _ . fit hal also a cruelirony, it ts the peri_nced and proclaimed by gue against the balance of light

. . • .- : ... big truths that heal--and it Js mer_ like .Whitefield and Wesley• and heat required in our preach-
: . . , .. . healing that men need. Some of ing. In fact, it :serves to indicate

• . . . . . . - our smart and flashy sermons how indispensable warmth and
" " _ i," - - - - '_ . • _ .- " are as throughlessly cruel as passion are to the preaching sit-• . • . - . - .

d ,_l_ '_' " . they. are impertinent• Get deec uation" The mere informer, t_l_e• " ! " " ' Ndll_ede .:: . . . i:lown, gentlemen, deep down. man who is simply the official re-• " " ,_,_lf -." : - • You "may hurt but you will heal. ii
• Handle in God's love the big • ; • 80me men can taller of spiritual truth, a reciter

" " • gracious things that can alone .say nothing, as of great • things, really has no
place among the ranks of those

- • - : , give courage, comfort and hope though it were whose hearts are ablaze with "tid-'. ' " : ' -. . . to the unknown seekers who
- " may never thank you exceet in . something; it is a ings of great ioy."

L-ighta'_d _=_eat .the,r prayers (The Mystery of much more eom- Changing the metaphor, Kier-

" "l_reaching"PP"44f')" kegaard .points an accusing fin-
' men error among . ger at the church for its. lack of •" It is our calling to bring men

into the healing light of God. and modern preachers entllusiasm..and says:

- . every .sermon we preach ought tosay something _ls Whereas Christ turned water " "
• " to be. examined as to tts "light into wine, the chLIrCh has suc-.

" " - " ' - " content." There- are those wno though it were• eeeded in .doing something
. - - - " " appear tO regard preaching as an Ilothing." more dLfficult, it has turneO wine

_ .; . .. by Leslie Evans art form tobe admired and ap- tntowater.
- - " " • - ; " . • preclated as.an end in itself; The Such criticesm can be. applied

-.. Pastor, Ch'urch of the Nazarene. Sheffield. England " " "": " ehurcll itself can encourage this with equal truth to. many he
., " . • " .' : . " . . . .. • ' notion. Preaching becomes an it- preach the gospel. The thrill_nd
• . . reli3vant self-indulgence if we.see

. ' " " " _ ; .:. it as anyth ng lessthan (hat which Dr. Sangster puts his finger on the wonder of it all has long gone
" " ' .', - .. brirlgs the healing light of God to the same spot. In a moving chap- and we _re raking about among

" "" " - " a dark and troubled-world, ter entitled "Glow over it;" here- the cold ashes of a fire that orfce
" " " " " But the true preacher needs minds us. that some preaching burned.. . _,

• • , .., -• " " fails-because.it fails n passion. -In his'book The Prophet of the'
_j_e may have differing opt n- .met the impotence? I'_eat with- candescence. John possessed .... heat • as well as light• I am not
II Ions as to wtlat constitutes ,out light! Who has not met the the twocharacteristlcs vital to any appealing for "emotionalism,'" and=that people depart from our Hearl, Frank Cairns reminds us of
success tn preaching, but how- terror? It Is the fellowship of the true preachirig ministry, •and`the -. " that should be avoided like the services .largely uhmoye'd, and the danger we aJI face as rain-
ever much we try to•convince two which generates a fruitful same balance of heat and light'is plague. There are preachers who they are unmoved because the ister of the Word of God:
ourseJves that" faitfifulness' is _ower, The two together pro- lust.as necessary today as it was have a maximum content of heat preacher has been unmoved_ Ernest Renan began his life.

auce a luminous enthusiasm. It then. We have all listened to and'a minimum content of light.. Yet while Ltis a fact that some as you will remember, with art
more important than success, in . is' only when our souls have the God's truth hos to reach head and men can say nothing as thougn almost fierce pass=on to spene
our secret hearts we know that double guardianship of light and preaching where, there was light himself for God. and he ended it
real preacing Is' meant to ac- beat that our life can be satd to but very little heat, or where there heart before it can have convert- It were something, it is a much .more common error among me- with a complacent thanks "to.
_omplish something. John the be safe. If I may so put it. we was a plentiful supply of heat but ing power, de'rn preachers" to say some- whatever gods there be for his
Baptist was an effective preach- have the security of incandes- very little light. Is it riot true that'while preach- thing as.though i were nothing. " ple.asant promenade through",
er, of that there can be no -doubt cence (The.Friend on the Road, The aim of preaching Is to bring ir_gmay lack (he oenetrating pew- A man preaches on the mcarna- the nineteenth, century. .• It
whatsoever. The people thronged 5. 152f.). men and women trite the light of . er .of light; it may also lack the t=on.but no hint of ado_;ingwon- seems incredible, but. alas. it IS
to hear him and his ministry pro- To be effective, our preaching God. 'This means thai we must" kindling power of heat? Jeremiah der streams: from the pulpit to possible for preachers to solose
duced remarkable results. What•. needs this double security of in- handle the great themes of.Scrip- has a .word for.us" "But his word the pew. If.he isinwardiy amazed sight of the pu.rpose of their
was John's secret? " - ture, giving opportunity for the was in mine heart as a burning hhmself atthe incredible truth he preaching as to makeit little else

Part of the secret is to be light to fall upon man's sin and " fire,shut up in my bones" (Jere- _sannouncing, he'.is highly skill- than a pleasant" promenade
found In the tribnte Jesus paid'to : need, uporl God's love. upon mlah 20;9). ful in concealing it..., he might through the fields of literature• - ' Professor Stuari .Blakie. ad- Ue giving a mild weather Iore- andthe Book of God. . .

him. "He. was" a bu.rning and a '!'There are thos, , 90). that flooded his soul the (_y ofshining light". (John 5:35).. John e "' ,i Christ's Cross, upon the indwell-
wh(). ippear to re;, , :, ingSplrit, andso0n, lnmu(_hmo: dressing students in.Gasgow on cast" (Power in Preaching, p, Bunyan tells us of the ecstasy

Henry Jowett makes the corn- ', iird as !:._i dernpreachingthelightshlness0 the sLibject" of.preaching, said:-g preaching feebly that few/souls would be "A preacher is a man with a rnes- At'all costs we needto maintain his conversion, 'I was so taken. ment: .... able to find their way home. . - sage, on fire. `• th.l's element of heat n our with the 10ve and mercy of God."
' It is the combination of the two. ",,awart form to be The words of James Black• are The message without the fii'e Is preaching, for passion hap a pew- he says, "that I knew not how to

words ."burning'and shining" relevant here: unlikely to •,kindle other hearts, er.all of its own. . contain myself till I got home. I
wh[(Jh portrays so distinguished , • and It isfor 'this reason that Dr. A. noted intellectual 'at Camb- thougbtl.could have spoken Of
a character. It either word" be Preach on Issues, not on side . . Campbell Morgan .identifies the bridge.University, Dr. Charles Re- His love to the very-crows that sat
bereaved of the Other the char- tssues. The world is needy and .essential ingredients of.'all true yen. once described'a preacher •upon the ploughed land beforeacter it describes is Ineffective. : ! ther_ are countless souls who .
Light without heatl Who has not .... •. come up to church every S_Jn- . ._. . preaching as "truth. cla[!ty, and he h,eard: "The sermon was an met"
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But then Bunyan experienced J
.the voice of the tempter.'_Youare . . "'_.._ 1 , . . . . . .very hot, but I will cool you! This • • .
frame shall npt last. Many have " ' " ' .... .- : •

been as hot,as you for a spurt, [ ...... " "but I. have quenched their:_eal. I : . • . • . :, • .. " ., .. - .
will cool you little by little, _shall - "" • . ' .L : .. - " " " -: " " • . : ' .
have you co d before long" - ...... ,

It comes at last to thequestio'n '_- " _ " : ": .... "•" "" " ": _ ' ::. • . ".
of the preacher's own innerJife." _ . • , " . ,,i- " ,.' . • • : .. • ' • . ; • , .
Our hearts must be kndled,, and _" . • '. " ._-, " " - '"
stay kindled, if we,are to be used .'. - " .i - . . _ • - • " "

of Go'd to'kindle:other flearts. • - '; ATIOH AHD DEYOHD "Whatever other gifts we may " JUSTIFICpossess; nothing, absolutely DON'T BE LOPSIDED As so we thought of these mat .... . ., - -
"nothing, can compensate for the . Donot run everything to second tars in relation to preachers and to "'_ -
absence of the fiery breath Of God coming, nor to divine healing, nor the habit of speaking of certain of
upon our own hearts.. Weare bet_ to san_:tificati6n,nor to regenera- them as "live wires," and we were :surprised to discover that tn every . :: " ." L " " .. " " ' '
_ter to stay silent than to mouth tion. Try to be an all-round i :: ' i •by Alex Deasley • .
truths which do not kindle our preacner, s_ mmetrically devel- Instance where we had. informa- ' ' " . "
own souls. ._'oped. even. middle-of-the-toad, lion, the general idea expressed - "." • "- -- • . -"above held with reference to the • " . " " - • Professor of New Testament• Nazarer_eTheological Seminary " .

The preaching which, tacks steady, unflinching• Giving each preachersinquestion_Fortnevery " " "" .. •" . . "
warmth also lacl_s authority and ms _ortion in due season. Thus case they.,were men of .ackno_NI- . . - ." '

you will minister to and bless edged ability, and in every case .. • . ": ..

everyonewho sits under yourmin- . ].. . . . .-•. ! .. ." istry, It is a great calling to preach they were men of zeal and indus- " " " " ..
and do it successiully. " try; but rn every case, also, they " . . . .

" - Were men of more or.less erratic " " om. 5:'1-11 (RSV)_ " pletely:finished With justification however. T.here--c. E. Come# temperament. They answered Scr!Piure ._'R are some mportant Consequences which flow from'The mereinform- October, 1931 pretty well to the analogy of w;re' ' •

er, the man who is , which is charged with electricity, INTRO.DUCTION justif cation, and it s t,o these that he now turns nbutwhchhasthm'orb{'oken]nsu- Our previous stud_; of Rein. 321.-'26, which we the fiftb chapter. .. , _ . .

" simply the official SMOKERS lation., entitled "The Good News,",pointecl to justification i. BACKGROUND CONS'IDERATIONS

retailer of spiritual A reader of the Chicago Daily --J. B. Chapmat} " by.grace through faith as the divine solution to the

truth,a reciter of News--a yeung man. he declares : .._ squally divine condemnation of -sin, which con,- These focus on.the purpose and intent of cnapte;"himself to be--says he has found. .stitutes "The Bad News," Justification by faith is 5.. How does Paul seem tc view it in the unfolding

geat things, really by compiling,statistics, that "nine- THE'MULTIPLIED. I)UTIES OF ..... Good News" because it enables God to be--in the argument of the Epistle? The following observations
" ty-seven of every one hundred THE MODERN PASTOR wol:ds-of 3:266;--"just even whi!e justifying him who may be made as bearing on th!s question•

has no place• men would never marry girls that Almost eyery faithful pastor is has faith in Jesus":* that is, itenables God to forgive 1. Chapter 5 clear!y marks a new departure in'the
among the ranks.of smoke.' and adds, "Girls. if you "rushed" almost to death. The' the:'slnr_er without underrating sin or cheapening development of the Epistle.,Three features particu-
those Whose hearts want a mail with good moral char- i_acter to be your husband, don't. :)hone rings.early In the morning . forgiveness. . larly suggest this:

and late at night. Toglve satlsfac- I_ the passages which intervene between 3':26 (a) Grammar and syntax. The Iogical"therefore '_
are ablaze with ,lid- -smoke.".: liOn to all, he must answer every and 5:1, Paul demonstrates two- further proposi- (5 1); the secondary, grammatical construction, used.... , • , , , , 11

ings ofgreatjoy.'" -c: E. Come# demana social, financial, and ' tions:_First,-that since the stoner cannot deserve n reference to justification ( having been justified _November, 1931 . spiritual. Facts are, he must be a
• . super man witha physique like an . . such justification it is obtainable 5nly on the basis --aorist participle passive) [ollowed by the main

elephant _lnd the strength of an ' of faith, which implies that it is equally available to verbs ("we'have" [5:1]; "we have received" [5:2])
- - . THE LIVE WIRE_ African baboon• He can t/'uthfully Gentiles and.Jews since Gen'tiles can exercise faith • show that the argument for justification is.now com-

We found that the. term had a sing, "Thei'e ts no" rest_for the as:easily, as Jews (3:27-3.1). Second. he shows that pleted and Paul wishes to move beyond iland buildsuch a radical conclusion, far from undermining the upon it.
- ph_;sical origin dating back to the " weary.'

conviction. We may. pick every early days of the era of.electricity, --C..E. Come# .:" Jewish tel g on, is, n fact, • confirmed by it, since (b) Formal criteria. Two are noteworthy, I=irst. •
word with a tweezer, carefully but which tacked proper ]n_ula- October, 1931 ,Abraham h mseff was accepted by Codon the bass verse 25 of chapter 4 reads like a concluding for-
polish every phrase• have the lion. Awirewhlchcameloosetrom of his faith, not his works (4:1_25). "Abraham be- "muia. This is especially so if, as its rhythm and lan-
"s_pport 'of the finest scholarship, a building which was on fire• and , lieved God, and it was reckoned to him as. righ- _uege suggest, it is part of an early Christian creed•
have impeccable doctdne and ir- which had suffered from the fire CRUSTY SERMONS teousness".(4:3). Second, ancient writers sometimes marked off spa-

.The cbeptep,, whose.exegetical details do not con- cific sections of their work by use of specific for.:reprbac _able orthodoxy and yet itsetfsufficientty to haveits metal
leave our hearers comp etely un- p_irtsexp'osedin places and which All sermons are breadl but some .I• have more crust than others• cern us here, completes itself•with the claim _hat , mtJlae. It'is possible that the phrase "through Jesus
moved. Light there may have was, now dangling froma-post, af- - Preaehing without..preparatlon . . what wa_ true in Abraham's case s true. in ours Christ our Lord" is such a formula in which_:ase

• tar having "been loosed frQm the is merely a term of deep breath- " ._, also: Lhe only thing that avails to Save is trust in the the section, which in any case ends at' 8:39(where
been, but it is like the light of the burning building, was called "a lng.' " : Lord Jesus "who was put to death for our trespass- • the formula is also present), would begin at 5:1.moon, it is cold light, a light live wire," and people were .
which never can produce life. warned not to touch it or to be. --J. A. Holmes , es and raised for our justification" (4:25). 2..Chapter 5 seems to mark the transition to a

John the Baptist possessecl this touched by it. ' November, 1931 ' With this, Paul has rounded out his argument for " new theme or at the very least, a new aspect.of the
God-given quality--be was a " .. _ ': . " justification as such by showing not only that it.is existing theme. This is suggested by two features:
burnin_and a shining light. And, " " " needed by both Gent le and 'Jew but s obtainab e . (a) Ad stinct shift of vocabulary. This is the most
when God has men like thot to : " - " • _ .bY both• and is, indeed,consistent with.the abiding ;, compellln_ argument• Thus inchapters 1----:4words

use. the world will feel theira _a_ .. , principles of 'the .Jewish_._religmn. He is. dot corn- translated "Just". or "righteous" in all their, forms.
of such holy incandescence; . . _ . ,_, 45
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occur 30 times.as against only 10 times in chapters variation of the familiar Pauline trio: faith, hope and ter, he is reinforced in the confident hope that one dous quality of- Gocl's love is shown'in that Christ
5--8 (9 of these appear in chac)ter 5). On the other love (cf. 1 T.hess. 1:3:1 Cor. 13:13), the difference day God's glory will' be' fully recovered and re- e ed for the wicked.
hand terms denoting "lifei' and "death" as modes or , being that in this passage the emphasis falls on the produced in him. (iii) "While we were enem es" (10): sm is a state.
reference to the spiritual state occur rogularly in nner content "rather than. the- outer form of the 3. Loreresulting from the fndwelling Holy Spirit of warfare: As P. T. Forsytl _ was wont to say: "We
chapters 5--8 but are'largely abserti from chapters gra,ces mentioned first. We may consider them" in (5), Love is-directly related to hope: "Hop,e does not are not .simply wandering children or straying
1--4..'This sug_gests that in chapters 5--8 Paul pass- turn. disappoint us, 15ecause God's love has been sheep; we are rebels, taken with weapons in our
e§ from discussing justification by faith to.a consid- 1. Peace resulting from faith (vv. 1-2a). It is not poured into our hearts." The surpassing evidence hands." It is this antagomsm, inwhich man'.s enmity
eration of the nature of Christian life. " surprising that peace Lsnamed first, _ind not merely that hope will notbe falsified is the presence of towards God evokes God's just wrath against man.

(b) The.accent or characteristic notes of the fifth because it is the correlative of faith which .usually God's love in the hearts of God's people. At its which constitutes the human predicament as it also
..chapter. These will be elaborated below. Suffice it stands first in Paul's listings. Paul's message in the broadest Paul's argument Is that the SpiritiS the Gift provides the setting for the manifestation• never
to say that 5;10 hints at salvation through union with first three chapters of the Epistle is that the sinner of the age to come (Joel 2:28); and if the Spirit has equalled or surpassed in human history, of God's

. the risen life of Christ: while 5:12-21 deals with sins. stands under the Wrath of God, "The way of peace been given this proves that the age to come has be- gracious interventi()n for .h]lanls salvation.
not as a series of independent and unrelated tney do not know" (3:17). On the day of judgment " _jun. aqd It is only'a matter of time before it is Aii of this is the recapitulation of the quintesser_ce
events, but as a re gning..power which is, however, "for those who do not obey the t[uth, but obey " " .consummated. But there is a specific grace which o! Justification; but the recapitulation is not merely

neutralized by tl_e.grace of God in Christ. We may wickedness, there wil be wrath and fury., but . the Spirit imparts to the beJiever: "the love of God." for the purpose of r_petition. It is to provide asay, the'refers, that Paul is now ready to take up glory arfd honor and peace for everyone who does This m.ay mean "God's love for us" or "our love for springboard from which to vault..upw._rds to even
what was evidently s common perverst()n of his good" (2:8, 10). It follows therefore that the prime God." In favor otthe former is the fact that the fove . greater blessings which follow in the •train of }us-
teaching of.justification by grace alone, namely, that consequence of justi'fication is the removal of the " of Which Paul•proceeds to speak is that peculiarly tiiication. The basic form of Paul's argument Is:
continuance.in sin was {_matter of indiffer,ence. He wrath, i.e., rec(_nciliation to and peace with God. divine Iove;"that while'we were..yet sinners Christ since Christ died"for you when .you were His ene-
has glanced at this already (3'.5..7-8); now he is The medium of this" reconciliation is the Lord Jesus died for us" (v.'8);and as Barrett aptly observe_ "it mms. what will He not do now that you are His

":l'eady to deal with if'at length. Christ "through who m we have received access into . is;this_not our love for him--_that makes us confi- friends? His answer _s twofold•
3. Chapter 5, and especially verses 1-11..may this grace n which we stand" (v. 2). In the only dentinour'hope. '':_ n favor of thelatter is the re- J, .Final Salvation (g). This.is the chief emphasis of

therefore be regarded as the I_ridge between chap_ ethercontexts in which.Paul uses the noun "access" terence, to ethical qualities in the lives of Christians the passage: deltverance from me final wrath• It is
ters 1 to 4 and 6 to 8. This Seems to be preferable to (Eph. 2:18; 3:12) the idea is of .being led. into In verse 4: The probability is that Paul is using the true 'that God's wrath is .also being revealed in the

. • binding it with either group or splitting it down the audience with God through Christ, thelntermediary, phrase n.an umbrellalike fashton'to cover both as- present (1:18);. but fundamentally, wrath is arl. ' "
middie. The linguistic evidence summ.grized in 2(a) , Thts is evidently the idea here.lt is throug'h the re- i pects. These then, are the blessings which justifica- eschatologlcal concept in •Paul, and salvatton con-

above shows links both,with what precedes and with demption that is in Christ that we are brought near . ".1 ._. • lion.brings and has.a!ready brought to the-lives of. sists in the assurance of d'eliverance from it on thewhat follows; The underlying i'eason for this is not to God (3:24 f,)...The perfect lenses of the verbs ["we _ believers. However. this is notall. There is' more. Day of Judgment (2:9; cf."l 1 hess. 1:10; 5:9). The"
s mp y logical but theological, arising from Paul's have obtained ""we have come LOstand") underline - Paul turns next to . ." ,. future tense ("we shall be saved") is.probably tc be
understanding of sa vation; He cannot say:'"Since both the pastness of |be event•as well as its ongoing B. The Blessings to-Which Justification Will Lead taken as temporal and ntenslve i.rather than s_m-
we are,justified we have everythifig," because he reality. . ". (5:6_.11) " " ply logical). The idea then is: since God justified us
knows faith_righteousness is more than a legal.sta_ 2. Joy resulting from hope (vv. 2b-4), The key If there are blessings which come with justifica- when we were sinners. He will certainly not refuse
tus;it, is a changed moral condition, hence I_e must word in these verses grammatically is the twice-re- tion, there are others which lie beyond it: in the us on the last day now that we are righteous.
proceed to speak of" sanctification. Chapter' 5. is peated verb "we rejoice" (2b, 3)_'However. the key phrase'whichis the keynote,of the remainder of the 2. Full Salvation (10). There is, however• another
transitional in.showing that sanctification is implied word in terms of the thought is '"hope": it is the chapter, there is"much m0re'_ (9, 15, 17, 20). "blessing besides final salvation'which follows in the
in justification and yet als0 something beyond it. As reality of "the hope which triggers joy: The essential Papl.begins with a resume of the'central truth of trath of justification: "much more: now that we are
Godet expressed it: "Sanctifi_ation is more and bet- idea is that authentic faith Gannet rest in the present, .. justification', namely, that when we could not help reconciled, shall we De saved b_] his life:" What is
ter than a restrictive and purely negative condition no matter how great present .grace may be: faith , ourselves and dtd not deserve to be helped by any- this further degree of salvation which follows recbn- "
of the state of justification once acquired. It.is a new finds its ultimate' vindication in the future (Re m, "one (_lse. God.came to our rescue (vv. 6-8). Three ciliation? Some cornmentators take verse 10 to be

state into which it i's needful tq. penetrate and ad- 8:24-25). Now tbere are iwo Ways in whidh hope phrases, grammatically similar in the original.in that wholly parallelto verse 9 so. that the reference here
vance, in order thus" to" gain the complete salva- produces joy. " they.are participial, areusedto describe, the condi- as there is to final.salvation on the last day.6How -
tion. ''_ (a) Hope produces icy through future expectation tion of the unjustified, and taken together they con- ever, it is questionable whether:this does justice

"11. FR()M BACKGROUND TO EXEGESIS (v. 2b): specifically of "the glory of God." This is the stltute a reasonably comprehensive definition of to Paul's .meaning. If it is correctly maintained that
symbol of divine perfection (Col. 1:11; Eph. .,what it means to be a sinner. 5:1- 11 is the bridge to anew section of the Epistle:

Chapter 5:1-11 seems to fall into fair]y clearly' . 1:12; 3:16) which lightened Adam'S face but was lost (I) "While we were still weak" (6): sin is a state of and if that new section ts an exposition of the sec-
defined sections:- verses'l -5 and 6-11. It is true that at the Fall fRom. 3:23): Through Christ it is recov- - " _ weakness. Its deceitfulness lies in the fact that. end part of..Paul's "text" from Hab. 2'.4 ("He who
verse 6 is linked" to verse 5 by the casual con- ered in measure (2 Cor; 4:6: 3:18), and in the ageto . while t he ds out the lure of freedomand inde- through faith iS righteous shall live": 1:17), then the
junction "for"; however: it is more probable that com'e will be recovered n its fullness (Rein, 8:18. pendence, in fact it ensnares the unwary sinner m ther_a to which Paul is now turning s that-new kind
verse 6 is resumptive of verse 1 (particularly of the 29-30; 2 Tim. 2:10), It is this c0r_fidenceof total re- - its filaments before he realizes 'he is trapped, The and quality of,life that lies beyond justification. It is
reference to being justified by faith) rather than of demption, from sin In all its effe(_ts and conse- divine grace is shown'It1 that. despite this,--rather significant that in chapter 6 when Paul deals with
the specific idea in verse 5. and that the purpose of quences which fills the a Dostla with joy. because of this. Christ died for the ungodly, the Christian's death to sin. he speaks regularly of
the resumption is to !ay a foundation for verses. . (b) Hope produces ioy-tl_rough present tribula- (ii) Whi e.we were yet s'nners (8); sin is a state its sequel in terms .of sharing the risen ife of Christ.
9-11. Accordingly we shalltake the passage in this tion (vv. 3-4). Christian" hope is not a form of, Of wickedness. The exact force of verse 7 is un- "The death he dies he died to sin. once for all; but
way. escamsm for "we rejoice also in our sufferings" certain. Whether there is a distinction between a the life he lives he lives.to God. So you must also
A. The Blessings Justification Brings (5:'1-5) which produce, hope. How do sufferings produce 'Yrighteous man" and a "good man" is debatable: consider yourselves dead'to sinand alive tc God in. . .... 11

These verses are concerned chiefly to sPell out hope? Some suggest that it is because suffering is _ Cranfleld suggests the difference is between one Christ Jesus. (6:10- ). Sanday and Headlar_ ob-
the blessings which come In the train of justlfication: the pre udeto the last age and therefore shows that - who "does no wrong" and one who positively is serve: "No clearer passage can.be quoted for dis-
As pointed out above the reality, of Justification age cannot be very far away. However, that idea benevolent.•and charitable. * Barrett on the other tinguishing the sphe_'es of justification and sanctifi-
is the springboard from which the a{gument be- "does not seem to be uppermost in Paul's mind here.- hand suggests that verse 7b is a correction by Paul cation than this verse... --the onaan objective fact
g_ns, The stress lies therefore on the resultant bless- The train of thought seems rather to be that the ac- " of 7a, but_the scribe (Tertlus) allowed both the, accomplished without us, tna other a change oper -_
ings which "we have, ''_ At first sight the threebless- peptance of tribulation In faith and submissiveness original statement and Its'i_ntended replacement' to ated wlthth us. ''_ .........
Ings mentioned seem to I_e peace (v, 1), joy (vv. 2 give_' rise to those very qualities whichcharacterize stand. _ However that may .be, the general force of .Similarly C. H. Dodd: .. - .
and 3: "we rejoice"), and•love (v. '5). However, the glory'of God, namely patience and testedness, the statement is clear: that whe possibly someone I1 the death of Christ, a s_ngle event in history,
closer exam'lnation suggests that this is but a Whena man sees these emerge in his own charac- might'lay oown his life for a..good man, the.stupen- . " has _ad sucn res'ults, we may rely upon the con:
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t(nuing power of His"life in communion with those However;if it.were preferred to keep the order of " " -
whom He eves. The "much more" here.has great the text_ sermons one anc two could be-reversed• " "

•significance. it shows that. m spite of the emphasis . _ . . " ,. .. "
which Paul felt'he must lay L;ppnjustification (partly ,'Scripture quotations are the authors own translation ", ,"

. because t was at this point that he had to meet oppo- . .
- .sition),.ile found the realcenter of his religion In the '- ; ' : " " " "" " ' " • .... " _ " • • .

new kind of'life which followed upon justification. It NOTES . J : . . : . • . . .. - . . . .
- - was life "in Christ" or"in the Spirit"; life in the love of 1. F Oodet Commentary on St. Paul's Epistle to'the Romans (Edln- " " " " _ • " ' • . .-

God. as mediatecl to us by "the Lord the Spirit."" burgh: E..T. 1892), vol. I. 394. • _i . - • "2. It _s true tnat the best attests reading o the man verb In 5;1 is sub_

lU, FROM EXEG ESIS TO EXPOSITION junc Ive not irt_¢atl_te, giving th_e°_oening '*let us have peace with God" . . . ; _ . • . ,or{possby) 'letuscontlnPeat I)eacow h God:"Howevertheonlydlf-
It is rarely that a scripture passage can :,be terencebetweenhetwoin Greekis thelengtho hesingleletter:'o." . . :

handled homiletically in only one way. It certaihly is whlchmlghteas,ly_avebeenrnispronouncedbyPaul_ndlctal,on.orrn,s- ' K_E_I_I'N'A"_=lU' N--_O M THE .
.o. co0,n0oooo..oo0 ____________.__.........not the care with this passage, which abounds with sincetheverbsintheparallelstatementsareintheIndtCatlve:"wehave

sermonio possibilities; tts overall theme is c[early ohtslnedaccess"(2),"werejoice"(2.3) Dr,BucoMelzgerinA TextualCommentaryontheGreekNev_Testament(UnltbdBibleSociehos.1975)
"Justificatitlon and Beyond." Put there are many explainswhyIheUBSGreekNewTestamenlhastheindicativei_thetext " '_

ways in Which it can be treated, a,meugnthemanuscr,por,danceleversthesubjunctive:"A melontyo' " PASTOR'S WIFE?
1. The entii'e 0assage (5:1-11 i may be treated as theCommitteelUdgedthatinternalewc3encemustheretakeprecedence.. Since In tnts passage it appears thai Paul is not exltortlng but stating

a single unit, yielding a single sermon on some such facts 'peace' is Ihe possession bf those who hove been justified), only

liner as these, the Indlcal ve is consonant with the apostle's argumen ': 5:11). - " °
3. C: K. Barrett. A Commentary on the EpiStle to the Romans {NOW

I., THE BLESSINGS THAT COME WITH JUSTIF/- York:Hm'peranaROW.1957),105,- 4. C. E, 3.Cranfleld,A'CriftcalandExegefscalCommentaryon the.

• CA,T/ON (5:1-5) Ep,stt,to theRomans(Edinburgh:T.andT.Clark.1975),vo1.i 264f. " - " " " " ': " ' " ' " ' " by Jayne Schqoler ' " : , " , .'" .A. Peace: "we.have peace with God'" (5:1) _ Barrett.o 105."
B; Joy: "_'e rejoice" (5:2-4) 6_ So Cranfield. pp. 265f Likewise []arrett_ who thinks that ttle con- . " . . ". irast between Ihetwo ve sos s" heretical rather than substalltial* {p. 108). • : .." " "

1. n hope (;_) - 7. W. SandayandA. C, Headlarn. ACrlficalanriExageficalCommentary " "
2.. In tribulationi because tribulation leads to on the Epistleto tneRomanslEdinburgh:T. andT.Clark.5thedition, " " "" - - " -

1902),p. 129. . - '--. • " ' .
hope (3-4) s.C.H. Dodd,rheEplsfleol PadltolheRomans"MotlaftCommentary, " " - . • ." ; .

C. Love: "God's love hasbeen pouted into,our .-- Londdn.1932t,_)77. . am a.past0r's Wife. From the, Fear "of failure invaded my surface, then God can enable you
hearts" (5) " " _ :"_' I 'thrilling momentof 'l-do," a thought life, and guilt for these to handle them or will relieve the

II. THE BLESSINGS THAT FOLLOW JUSTIFICA_ " t -
T/ON (5:6.11) ._ new role emerged_ No longer just unspokep feelings consumed my. pressure that weighs_too heavily-."• a vislt_r that frequented the self-confidence. I stood at the From'that advice came principle
A. Final Salvation:."We shall be saved by him young minister's congregation. I. backdoor, ready to call it quits.' 'i'lutnber one: Maintain an open

from the wrath': (9) " " " • became his wife ..... An answer, had to come or a chiinnel with my husband and
B. Full Salvation: "We shall be saved by his life" " " " During our first full-time min; change Would have to be made. .God concerningpersonal needs,

• (10) - " - " " " ' . istry, my husband.and I jumped • I knew. thatGod had not only family needs, and spiritual needs,
2: A second possibility Would be to divide the " ' " Into the job w th the ph osophydf Called my husband into the mtn- remembering that it is a two,way .

passage nto two groups of verses: 1-5 and 6-11, • _ total availability. Withthat i_eal in istry, _ut ha¢ also called me to street. .
and, preach a single sermon on. each. A glance at. hand, we reached out to our corn- serve• Knowing that, and only.that Shortly following that. discus-

" .each main part of the 'outline offered above shows - munity..H0sting became an el- during this period of confusion, I siOnaninWithourmYcongregationfriend'anothergavewt_mem-
•that there is am _le material in each to make a single ._,,...._ most every night occasion and I could count on.God for direction, the-book Disciplines of the Beau-

sermon: • . _ gladly attempted a most every job I wish't coul_ relate that In ar " tiful.Woman, b.y•Ann Ortland, As I
3..A third possibility would be to construct a fur- inour growing fellowship. Onto all instant God removed those things prayerfully read through that

ther outline on 5:6-10. either as an independent ser- these tasks, I added a full-time that were robbing me .of His-joy, book, I discovered that a lot of
men or as an additional sermon withina series of _ teaching positionto suptslement but that wouldn't be realistic. It my time slipped from me, spent
three• The theme would be: "What Sin Is and What o.u_ Income. was over a period of time that on areas that involved neither my
God Did to Save Us from It." The outline might be: . Subtly, quietly, almost without • God began to structure answers calling nor major responsibilities.
" I. SIN IS A STATE OF WEAKNESS FROM WHICH notice, my calling became my tel" me. He brought individuals With a renewed sense of d irec-.

heartache. Every waking me, and Instruction into my life that tion, Isought-God to.help me put
CHRIST LIFTEDUS (5:6) ment, and sometimes sleeping helped me develop four personal together H s priorities for mymln-

II; SIN IS.A STATE OF WICKEDNESS INWHICH .. ones. too, bulged 'with " nterrup- principles for I ving. When Iig-.. " -
" " GOD LOVED US {5:7) " - lions.'.' Silent moments escaped n0rethese, it doesn't take long for " istry,From that emerged_such prfor_.

III. sIN iS A STATE OF WARFARE IN.WHICH GOD, us.. Family time evaded us. No chaos to return, ities as "contact three new people
RECONClLEDUS [5:10-11) - .- longer did my home reflect dis- The initial step that God for- a week that ha_,'e visited the

Such a sermon, as emphasizing the helplessness of " " clpllne and care, just emergency mulated for my Journey into the church.." "write one publishable . .
. upkeep.• I lost myself, and my.man and the.divine inttlati_,e in salvation• is basically ' " ._
concerned With the meaning of justification. It could happiness. In my preconceived woman that He wanted me to be article per month," and."read to" invol,_ed a,conversation with an my daughter at least twice a
therefore stand first In a series on "Justification and role,as a ;)astor's wife•Our '.'.total availabUlty'i phllos- experienced pastor's wife. Her week•" My encounter .with Mrs.
Beyond" as follows: opny took Its toll. I grew to resent •advice came quietly, but firmly: Ortland's book formulated princi-

Sermon One: The Meaning of-Justification (5:6-10) t' individuals who nvaded our.prl- "Eace honestly how you feel pie number two: _Establish prior-Sermon Two: The Blessings that Come with Just#i- - " " " . . vacy. 1 dreaded evenings away and think: "Don't hide. yo_Jr Itles and goals that fall under
• " cation (5:1-5) "He said his recovery was a miracle, t " . - .from "the rare .quietness of the thoughts from yourself, your hus- three main categories: home life,
Ser_mon Thr_ee: The Blessings that Follow Justifica- so he,sent the check to the church parsonage. Dail'y damands stole Hand, or God. When those feel- spiritual life, and church life.

- .tion (5:6-11) "." " ns{ead of youl .... . " .-my _lesli'e to fulfill. God's Calling. ings.,and, thoughts are allowed, to . (continued on pag'e 61)
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A;

•'_"_=--- " -- ........................................ . Genesis 26:25, "Isaac builded an of work to be done Is soelled out act_yword for word with contractor's

IBE_ __T altar untothe Lord,"God melT'ass clearly• Copy.•T_E and reaffirmed the c,venant prom- 2. Be sure you understand where 13. Don't take anything for grant-

Ises first revealed to Abrat_am con- every electrical fixture and outlet is e¢ Word of mouth agreements may -" "
- . tern ng an abundant posterity, The located.. How many outlets• How be'.quickly forgotten. Read over your

Lord allayed his fears and assured many fixtures. , contract proposal and'.make abso-
him. of .continued divl_le presence. 3.; Be sure you understand about lutely sure you know what you are
isaac responded by grdteful worshll_ outside electrical fixtures--how many getting.
at a freshly built altar, and where they are to be located. --Ralph J. Forrioli

. " - . , Exodus 24:4,"Moses bullded an al- 4. Be .sure you have the proper Philadelphia, Pennsylvania ",
• tar unto the Lord." Moses recoi'ded in amount of fixtures BEFORE you be- " '

writing We weeds of the.eovenant gin--or else they will be added to
• " from the Lord. Then early in the your bill after you redlize your need Youth Service . .

morning he built an altar with 12 pil- for-more. The last .nighLof each month in
: " ' " lars at the foot of the mountain.The "

Flowersfor the Livlng " 'companies. This pastor could then mon_that(_o_isabletobringa _mar- " altar represeqted God. and the12 pll- 5. Be sure you understand If our church isa special Youth Ser-
send an invitation to the church, or. riagd:threugh difficult times--vitro: lars stood for'the12 tribes, Here was there *s molding or baseboard in- vice. By that I mean not just a service

In an effort to overcome the all-too- possiblyvisit the home personally or riously, being enacted an agreement be- " cludeO in contract. This'may not be for young people, but by young peg-
human failing of overlookingthe little, send someone a.va bble to invite the You set a worthy example and it Is tween these l:jeople,and the Lord. included unlessyou request it. pie. The key to it, I find, is to have as
but mportant thingspeople do week " .6. Be sure yousoell-out the type many teenagers involvedas possible:
after week in the life of the church, new ramify to church. However. this this example that your children are .The building of an altar Indicates .did not help mere check on ceople following. .an act of worshlp, an actof faith, an of windows--and whether-they are " They do the following things: Lead
rve developed a'moment during the who had lived.in the c6mmun ty for .Husband: I, (name),' express my I . " " act of ratification. IRelate to purposes tinted or not.. the singing, two. or three lead n.morning worship service when we " 7. Be sure you understandif out- prayer, the younger one take up thesome time. " " deepest appreciation fqr.yobr com- for building ocal church.) _ *
present"FIowers for the Living." 't . . side cross mounted on building is offering/about three special songs,I use a self-adhesive embroidered In some ci_ies_ ,is difficult to go panlonshl p these 50 years• You nave _ - Altar Ceremony . maybe a few specialtestimoniesfromfrom .door to door to find out if they made my life complete• You have • part of agreement• Usually cross is
rose (_105A. from.the Novelty Adver- need the ministry, of your chur(;h, stood by my side as a model of a" Have a large pile of stones.as- shown on Drir_tsbut not included in tne pulpit, and finally a young person..- - preaches the sermon: If one person
tlslngCompany, 1148 Walnut Street, With the increase of" apartment Christian wife and'mother, (Wife's- sembled where altar 0f new church, price. - lsn'tabletospeakforsay15minutes
Coshocton, OH 43512 16c. each in houses and condominiums, it Is not name), I am grateful tb God for the .will stand, People file by with prayers 8. Understand the length of time we have two shorter ones with a spe-
quantities of 250).

..... w arln" h tr easyto gain access[to some people,. ,day you became my wffe=-for the Joy . and Pledges for new church building the bank has allowedfor construction
Lve n0nceo peopm e . g t e One pastor worked, o_Jta plan to of these50 years begun that-dtLy, _ . ' . , • writt6n on 3x5cardsand place them clalin betweerL Istay on the platform

rod rosesmonthsafter theywere pre- make a sure by hone In his city ' Wife: Ii (name)i express mydeep-_ on altar: PastOrleads Inpra_'er, then of building. Watch out for delayclauses--they can be costlyl, to welcome peep.e, give the an-
YOg " . nouncements, and to let everyonesented as a badge el honort " . he was able ep from the phone estappreciationfor the spl_ltuallead- prayer cards are burned., g. Make -sure you understand knowthat the ship'.stillhas a captain•

--William L. Poteet company, lists o| people in the area .. whether there "is an'.escalation .costership you have.given In our home. - Benediction The resultsare very interesting, it's
" " Union, Missouri near his church• Then churchpeople You nave been a source of strength - "

• " were organized to devote certain,-andinspirationtomebecauseofyout . OLord, let our prayers be set be- clatJselncontract. Don'rslgnthe con- great to have a break lrom preachlng
• . . hours to making phone calls• Extra devotion .to. Christ. (Husband's .. fore'Youasincense.'AndasJohnsaw tract if there is. once a month_-_/hile there is not

"Herald of Holiness" phones were Installed in this,church name), I am grateful to God for the in his Revelation, tel the smoke of the t0. Make sure what extra fixtures dance,mUchofthereanIncreaseisa definitetnyouthinEreasoatten-ln
Newspaperlnsert • so several workers couldbe Used dayyou became myhusband forthe " ,_ncense,which came.with the prayers you are getting (such as coatrack,

We have lust placed 13•000special without tying up t'_e regular phone. A joy of these 50 years begun that day, of the saints ascendup before You outside pole light, etc.) because they adult attendance• The young people •
tlst of ouestionswas compl!ed for the Both: We thank God that our Lord that our prayers and the work of our" may be'shown on drawing but have involved have .grown tremendously.

issuesof the Herald of Holiness into workers to use. Callers attempted to : hands in building this altar and th_s not been.included In price of con- Some have felt a call to the ministry.
13,OOOhomes In our.community of find out if'the people were connected "JesusChrist has given us the grace [ church shall be wholly acceptable In struction. This Is called extra woi'k! Some of our best altar servLceshave•
Pocatello. lda, lf statistics are correct, With somefocal _t_urch and whether and strength to fulfill.our (;ommlt- ! .. You_sight. Amen.. . " " 11. Do not•s_gn any pay .voucher been after a yoU_hservice. Oneofthe "
almost 40,000 pepple received ex-. theyhadneedswithwhichthechurch- mentol5Oyearsago. " " " --Donna Fletcher Crow until the bank's engineer has first families in our.church today was
posure to the message of Christ and . could help. Th,ose .calling were Prayer. atthe sonciusion Of"the Boise: Idaho Inspected the'work claim finished.by , saved after a 1"7-year-oldboy had.
an Introduction to our church.. •warned not to preacn, and not to say ng of these vows Is appropriate, contractor. .preached the sermon. _ .

It was accomp ished by .using the ,argue: T.he pastor and the Visitation Special music and perhaps a reading .... 12. Make very sure your copy of --David Taft, Christchurch
Herald as a newspaper insert. Our Io- Committee member's made follow- adds'to the effectivenessof the event. . • : New Ze/and
cal paper worked with .usi'to route it up calls with good"results. ---Earl P_Robertson . . Things.to Be Aware Of contract proposal"you receive is ex-
on y into our community. • -- Arvada, Colorado In a BufldfngProgram - " . " -

We inserted a letter (printed IocalL --Robert _, Wilson ' " " "
ly) In explanationof the gift, including Myerstown, Pennsylvania . A. SECURINGA BANK LOAN. " " ""'
our churcWsoffer to be of service to Groundbreakfng Ceremony 1. Be sure of mortgage rate; make" " sure that there Is NO written stipule- - . . .

our community: Total, cost of the Genesis8:20, _'Noahbullded an al-i lion for an increase in rate according
whole endeavorwas lessthan $2,500. 56th AnniversaryCelebration . tar unto the Lord." Coming from the to the fluctuation of the prime rate. If .
It Is a missionary effort to our com- . It has.become quite common to re-. ark Noah first*directed histhoughts _. there Is no such stipulation, the in'(er- Summary,. of.Lessons of History
munlty and one we believe to be inew wedding vowsfor the25th anni- and actions Godward, And God re- "'estrate must remain the same. " by Charles Beard
worthwhile, versary. Recently I was asked to per- sponded--the Scripture says, He _ " 2. E3esure you understand how.'

_-BIIIChilds form a brief ceremony for a 5Otl_an- . "smelled a "sweet savour,'_ He was- - long the mortgage agreement is set -1. Whom the gods would destroy,they !irst make mad
Pocatello, Idaho nlversary celebration. Here iS the aware of Noah'sact and approved., f0r_ Is It for15, 20, 30 years? with power,

ceremony I used: Genesis 12:7, "Abraham bullded 3; It Is advantageous to secure an "
• In a day when'co'remitmentior life an altar unto the Lord." Abraham additional $5,000 In mortgage money 2..The mills of God grind slowly,yet they grind

Telephone Survey is"a tentative .thing, you stand as a had come to the promised land, only above the cost of your buildl[_g,This • " " exceedingly small. " ' .*
Every church needs to make some shining light for. God's standard of to find It oaouplod byCanaanites. To will allow the Interest payment to be

kind of sur_,'eyroger new prospects• faithfulness. . - • encourage Abraham, God renewed made on monies used without taking 3. The bee fertilizes the fit)war it robs, ,
In one clty, the pastor was able to In a day of marital unfaRhfulness, and strengthened His promise by" money from Iocalfreasurywhlleoon-
get _ list of new residents from the you stand as a strong witness to the declaringspeclilcally, "Unto thy seed " -. structl0n is going on. :4, When It Isdark enough you can seethe stars• . .
Chamber of CommePoowho collect- . Idtegrity of the marriage vows. will I give this land7 In response,

ed Information from court records In a day,of fractured and broken Abraham constructed an altar and " B. CONTRACT PROPOSAL . .
- • " 1. Before signing any agreement', " * " . .

(transfer of properties), and utility re!afionships,, you stand as a.testl-, worshipped God. ' proposal, make sure that every detail

50 .... .... . . . 51
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BimBmmmmll secret exercises of the soul, that - "If you can guard Brother S, thee, thou has gained thy broth-

B
life will surely decay. And if we against pride, and the applaose er" [Matt. 18:15).
long or frequently Intermit them, of well-meaning people, hewill.be" "Take heed to yourselves_If the/

" " " " - • " : ' . " it _,lllgradually die away." a Ilappy man and a useful lal_or- brother sin rebuke him; and if he
" , •.byGeorge E. Failing . Wesle,y's emphasis on thl's er" (XI1,-389). repent, forgive him','(Luke 17:3).

Get'era/Editor. point is most timely. (1) itaccents "AbStainfrom all controversyin The aPostle Paulmakes simllai"
• .. what the Holy Spirit has caused publtc. IndoeE, you have not a acmbnitlons.

" " . . _. TheWes/syanChurch holy men to wrlte. For exam_le, ln talent for it, You ha_/ean honest "Brethren. even if a manbe
' 1 Samuel _12:23we listento sam- _eart, but r_ota i:lear head" (XII, o,_ertakenin any trespass,yewho

] , . uel ashe makes'a solemn prom- 240). are spirituall restore such a one
• . lse: "God forblr_that I should sin "1fear you are greatlyWanting in the spin'itof meekness" (Gal.

, -" _ against the Lord in ceasing to- inthegovernmentofyourtongue. 6:1. Such restoration requires
• ' • , - pray for' you.".The people had You are notexact Inrelating facts, correctionas well as compassion•• " 'qf any man obey not our word

• - : :... begged _.amueltO pray for them I haveobserved it myself.Youare
_ so Samuctlnot only pledges them apt tO amplify, to enlarge a little ... note that man. . admonish

• - to be faithful, but reminds himself beyond the truth" (Works Xlll, him as a••brother,"=(2Thess. 3:14.

ReproveYour Brother .thatfallureto pray for them would 1411. 15). -
" be sinful. !'As'to your spirit. I like your letters of threat, passing.resolu-

It _sclear to me that sending
" • .... " (2) Which of us, preachers

..... ' " " " " " " .-would not have to confess thesln cor_fldenceIn God, and your zeal tions of, condemnations and
" " '-- we have so often committed and for the salvation of souls..But I erecting fences of orthodoxy

" Ot dislike'something which has the (correct doctrine) and of ortho-.... -. the sin which we have so seldom
• " " admitted or repented of, isthe sin appearance of pride, of overvalu- praxy (correct-conduct) will.nei-

..... " .... " •. • . , Ing yourselves, and undervaluing ther test our splrltualcourage nor

Faithful Wuos"on- _ weOfprayerlessneSS?coudnot reallyThepreachSerm°ntheothers,,...... ps:i'ticularly the preach- exhibit_Chrtstianlove. Person-to-people We,did not really love;the ..ers ,tin, 120)." person i'eproof; with becoming
• -. occasion when we were so ex-. And is not this res;)onsibilityof meekness, most faithfully fulfills

:. " " - - acting in "'law" and so short in Christian to Christian solemn y the second commandment:
"grace": were not these most of- affirmed b_,our Lord? " "Thou shall lovethy:nelghbouras

• " •ten .occasioned by the sin of "If thy brother sin against thee, thyself." The old pro'Jei'b is still
• " ' " prayerlessness? go-,.show him his fault between true, "Faithful are thewounds of a

" " ..... " - " • . : " ,Fifth, and this shocks me more thee and..hlm alone: if ..he hear |rlend." '_'- . . , -

• :'_ " ' "W than any other sin of omission_A_esleys sermon on the I- sin, the sir_of commission which omissions, willfully persisted In. .-
VV derness State" (Works_ VI. is willful and ;_resumptuous. In " can bring usinto qtter:darkness." _hatWesley lists. Is the.neglect of . . • . ..
77-91) might bring several sur- theveryhourapers_ncommitsa Fourth, Wesley's eml_hasls.on . reproving" a'brother who sins. . .
prises tothe careful reader. . single act of drunkenness or un- "sins of omisslon'_.whlch finally Wesley quotes Leviticus 19:17: -.

" cleanness, he usually fal!s and is bring us Into "darkness may sur- "Thou shall not hate thy.brother In . " "
First; Wesley admits, that "not immediately estranged from God. prise those Who are familiar only thy heart: thou shalt In any Wise.

many" of them who are soundty
converted "Immediately enter in- But not many, Wesley .contin- with Wesley's oft-quoted definl- rebuke thy neighbor, and not s0f-
to the rest which remains for the ues, grossly and presumptuously _,tion of slnas a "willful transgres- , " fer sin upon him." J0st as faith-. - • iB O

people'of God. The greater part rebel against God and fall into slon of a known law ofGod. N fulness In reproving sin is a_,clear
of.them wanderSmore or iess, out open transgression. "Much more" doubt at all that such willful trans- manlfestatlon of Christian love, so
of the good way into Wliich he has frequently," he "believes, the light gression Is fraugilt,with high,dan- unfaithfulness in f:eprgof is a. sin
_rought them." Those Who are in' of God's favor is lost by sins of ger. but Wesley reminds us that •. .against our neighbor.
this "_'_,ilderness state" have a omission'. These "sins" would _e "not many".Christians fall from -." . Wesley presses the point. "If
right to the tenderest compassion likened to witholdln(] fuel from the grace" through the sins of com- we do not rebuke our brother
as well as.to enlightenment, re- fire, God is faithful to reprove our mission. Much more frequently when we see him In a fault; but
gardlng the nature, the cause. -neglect. to warn us by Inward are they in danger I_ecause of suffer sin upon him, this will soon" " " be br ng manness Into ouir own soul,
and the cure of "their sickness." checks and secret notices, -" sins of omission. • • . -

fore holy Influences are with- "Perhaps. no sin of omission seeing hereby .we are partakers
Second, Wesley does not re- drawn. In fact, "only a train of more frequently occasions this of his sin, Byneglecting to re-

gard these Christians as back- than the neglect of private prayer., prove our ne_ghbor, we make his
slidden. Rather they are shorn . the want whereof cannot be sup- sin our own; we become account-
of their strength through the loss " _ pl!ed by any other ordinance able for It to God. We-saw his
of assurance, the lossof love, the whatever." Wesley continues: ; .. danger, and gave him no warn-
loss of joy, the Iossof peace, and "Nothing-can be more plain than Ing, So If he perish Inhls Iniquity,

the loss of power. If the wander- "BF_ neglecting to that the life of God In the soul God may Justly-require his blooders continue in the wilderness, does not _:ontlnue much less In- at our hands."
however, they may, Indeed find reprove our neigh- Over and. over again In hiscrease, unless we use all oppor-
the glorydeparted and become bor we make his sin tunltles of communing with God, ., Letters; Wesley faithfully re-

dispossessed_f.rlghteousness. our own." and pouringout our hearts before proves. For example:,

Third, when Wesley!nqulres as him. If, therefore we . . . suffer "Beware of voluntary humility:
to the causes-of the wilderness ,•, . business, cQmpany, or any avo- _ -' . . even this may create e snare"
state." the most obvious.cause Is cation whatever to prevent these' (XII, 386).
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- " - and arithmetic were studied• tism. _ Byimplication it may be The catechumenal method bm-
learning scripture was con- observed tl_at the Early Church plies some o! the following fac_

- : " " " slder;ed most important: Whole believed that more than simple tors in curriculum and education-
" " . ' blocks of biblical material woulcl profession was required for full al ideals; .

", .- " • " " be committed to memory, for in. admission into church member- 1. For each question there was
• -... ' • . ,..,.. • .. . • , scripturewas the foundation of shtp.' Besides testing the genuine-, a specific answer. The

" " • " ..... the Jewishcult_re. . " ness of conversion and the depth Church prescribed truth
:' " : :' " " ' ' " . Several characteristics of thi_ of commitment of the new believ-. . through its teachers,.

• " - , - ..... Jewish system which were car- er, the church placed a minimum 2.,Education in "the " Early.
" " tied intO the educational prac- limit on the kr_owledge and un- C_urch was systematic in

i : " t, . . _: . . tlces of the Early Church are con- _lei'standing of the candidate. The that it flowed toward a com-
" ' , - : ,. " " ._ sidered Important yet today..High prehensive view of Christian

- .. . -

• " " . . "- i • - " : .., on the list must be Christian edu- t_ruth.• . ." cation In the home, At. home,

AN EDUCATION tes(_hirlg, became pracUce, lnthe -3, Education ,n the EarlyCHRISTI home. Christianity untfed. Anoth- Religious educaliorl Church worked toward Pro-• . ducing in the student a body
. : ". r . . er Important characteristic was WaS important to of knowledge which wouldthe use of Scripture. The center

of Jewish education was God. the early Chris- preparehim for a full place

• :IN THE EARLYICHURCH the.congregat,on of be-
" ' " , i. and -since God t_d revealed :tians; it is indis- lievers. " "

" " himself In Scripture. i_tsuse was pensabletoday. 4. Education in the Early_(Itsl as the basis for truth and• •. . . .

: ' . , . • " " " knowledge_ Committed to mem_ - Church was evaluative as it• examine'd stuCents and
" . : " " dry, Scripture. was readily at

• -.. . . . - ' . " • ' . .. ' ' :: " .: - graded them on .knowledge,
. . " - .. • " hand_ This had'a profound effect preparedness, and exper_-

. . . . r • .. ':. " ' _ upon each person, . " " -
. . - , /

- ' " . " i .... _' by Don Stelting. " . • - .. . } - Another .ch'aracterlstic of" period of preparation extended, ence rather than on age...... " " - :. Jewish education, deserves our for two or three years. One .final observation Which "

.... . Professor of History. Mid-America Nazarene College." • . . • _ notice: the Jewish natlonwante/'l Cand dates were. originally _nay be made about education in• - . - .. " " . everyone t o be'educated. 6In their placed in the first of three grades the 'Early C_urch is that it held. a -
• . - ..: . , , eyes the strength of Judaism rest- iri the schools and were labeled position of the highest order.

• - " " - . - " - ed In the ab ty of,every man to " "hearers,;" ]'his term was used Education was not optional. The" " -. . ' .. • • ' - Church considered Christian
. . , . .. .. ..i : train his children, in the ways.of because,the student was allowed

• .. " God. to attend the reading of Scripture educat on.necessary for the purl-
• • ' As the Church moved from Pa- and the sermons of thecongrega- ,, ty and vitality of the Church..

. - . ". - . .... " " ' ' " lestine into the Greek-speaking tion, At this stage they were given In addition, the Great Commis- "
,.. _ . " world, cha[_ge took placid. The Instruction in fundamental dec- sion demanded every believer to

• _rom a core of about.100, dis- . in the face of persecution,, and thee this day; shall be in thine . Church made converts to Chris- trlnes and Chrlsti&n living. By carry the message of salvation in-
/.'ci;)les; the early Christian who served"as ewngelists, teach- heart:" and thou shall teach them " , ..tlanlty who did rl0t have the same conduct-and expression they had to a world that was well educated
Church grew at such a remark- ers, and missionaries tc advance diligently.unto thy children and " ' religious base as Jewish con. to provetheir worthiness to enter in sophisticated paganism.."
_ble:rate that bY the end of the "-Christ'.sklngdom. Education shalt talk of them when thousit- .verts. Gentne Christians in the.. the second grade; called "kneel- A though: the Early Church
third centuryit threatened the Ro- .played a.significant role I[I pro-. test n -,thine house, and When, . ] areas beyond Palestine were con-" ers," since at this point the can- faced different circumstances
man state religion, ducing thes_ courageous, victo- thou risest up" (Deut. 6:6-7). - stantly, confronted by pagan didate was allowed to remain in and- cultures than-we_do today,

That. flourishing growth" I_e- rious Christians. and it holds " Whether:in famllyworsh p orfn-, . teachings not encountered by worship services during the time the challenge is still the same.lt's
came a reason foi' the Roman bright promise for the Church to- stories of great men in the history Christian Jews In th'e Holy Land. of prayer. • a challenge that calls us to make
Empire's later toleration, and day. A brief surve_/of Christian .of the nation. Jewish children : Lord's Day observation replaced After further "instructions and an impact on'the, world In which
eventual acce 0tance, of the. ed.ucation in those.earlyda_/s may :lear'ned scriptural •precepts of " " .-, the Jewish Sabbath, but'Christian observation, the. catec _umen we ii,_e, in the name of the Lord.
Christian Church as, the official . provide.some principles to guide God's activity in ,human life. worship filled the same educa- - would enter the third stage, "the
religion of'.the empire. In terms of us in our own task. Scripture memorization was an tlonal function as wprship in the chosen"in which they were g!ven NOTES . .
human commitment, the success The Church. of the first" few u'nquestloned part of the learning synagogue_Jewish holidays were intensive training in preparation _. Fortnformat_onof.Jewlsheduc_tlonseeF
of the Early Chu'rch was pur- centuries developed its educa- process. :_ It, was In the Jewish repla(._ed by di_tinctivelyChristiari for baptism; " E.,Bambergor,HlstoryofJewlshEducallontrorn
chased at a high cost; but ex- .tional concepts on the foundation .home that children were Intro- . celebrations which, n several in- Although both Jewish and Gate- S_SHoDklnsB,C,E.p_ess,tO2201940)C.E,soe{B_ttlmoro:also:W_fliamTheBarclay,Johns
ceptional commitment was char.- " of _lebraic traditions as they ex- duced to the meaning of religious stances, stlU fulfill an educational chumenal schools were based on Educatlonalldealsin theAncientWorld,(Grand
acterlstid of the early Christians. isted at the time of Chi'ist.= By this holidays; ;)arents were to explain _ role In. the Church; Just as the memorizationof material, the ra- n.p_s: a.,o_ BookHouse,_59),2, C, S. Eavoy, Hl_for¥ of Chrlsfian Education

Modern Christians have tradi- time, Jewish'education had totheirchildrentheimportanceof • homewaslmportanttbJewishre-, tlonalewasdllferent. For.theJew--. (Chlcago:UoodyPtess,lg64] I: 54, ,

tlonally heid that the Church of branche'd into two.main streams., each observance. _ " ;, . .. .Uglous education at the .time of Ish student, Scripture was mem- .3. c, H.Bonson,HistoryotChristianEduca-
the early period was wortt_y of The first stream was education The second streain was the " Christ, the home was vltelly..im, orlzed for.sessions of discussion. _o. (Chicago:[bid,.PP,MoodY19.20Press,1953hp. 17 .
' 5. There Is tittle ag cement among $ouf(;e$

special study. By its accomplish- which occurred in.'the Jewish synagogue. _ On the Sabbath the " • portsnt to the Church during the In the catechetical method, used" Concern_13g 8go$ el tltudonts Irt the Byn8 Ue

" ments, the Early Church cqmpels bome..Althougn children were the people would hear preachlr_g and next two centuries, by the Early Churcn, material was _c,oo_.sodBambe_ger.pp.67-70;M J,_r.i¢o
n us a desire to learn the reasons focus of the education, ._dults. al- teaching from the'Old Testament_ .... --CEor.mal_educatlon n the Early memorized as an answer to a at. a_.A Surveyo! ReligiousEducatlon(New
for their successful expansion, so benefited by continued repeti- and on the Other six days of the ' " - Church was not for Children _uestion; 'w-ith-]h_e_xP t_ctatton Yo,, Thomas'NelsonsndSons1940),_. 93_

.The vitality of the Early Church' tlon of the lessons. 2 The basi_s week Jewish children from 5 to 10 " " -,alone. New converts of any age. that each question-answer would, ande.Bonson.Eavey,p,p'6626:.

wasnotinltsorganizatlon.o_pos- _f godly living were included, in years of. age received a basic • were placed In catechumenal produce a fouhdatlon upon which 7._u_.._.e_ .
sessions, but in its pec ple.'lt was the'daily r tual Of faml!y life. "And education In the synagogue schools In,preparation for bap- ater truths could be built, s. Bonson..top.41.42 • .

Christian,people who_stood firm these words, which I command school. Although reading, writing, _. - : 55
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" and privileges of the ministry. As I sit'here at my stud_, window ant watch the

When it came time for' retirement, another ex- glory of the sunset flame n splendor across the
. citing and rewarding door swung open. I began western mountains, I know that God always pro-

-. . .,. • arranging, and sometimes conducting, toursof the . rides a rest beyond each seemidgly insurmountable
" - " " " " - Bible lands," a work I found to be a challenging mountain. The evening Qf.my lifetime is pleasant• . ..

• . .... ' " " " . " " " " • extension of the ministry. In order, to help others and free from worry_, and my .heart Is overflowing
." " • " • • ' ' " " :" visit the lands that gave us ou.r Bible. we founded a with gratitude to a wonderful loving God who .still

• " - - . . . " t'raver business that--though n'ow I have turned it pours Hisblessing_ Into our lives.
- " to younger hands_-:-has been successful beyond our And n my closet I keep a pair of boots, not old

, . dreams. . , and weatherbeaten but well polished and" solid..a
• " '-_ " " ' : I have traveled the world. :l'hose alluring faraway special assurance to remind me that the Lord does

.. "- .. :. . " -':" . i . : . " places which I once thoug.ht beyond, my means . care for. His ser,_ants, and a reminder that Satan

" " BOOTS . . t0reach,-havel_ecomeminetosee, never tells the truth. "_

•" " " _ by G. Franklin Allee _[],_]_l'oo (_(_Dl_)_) _'_(_'(_ _q_) seems devoted to teaching believers the commands

I=ounder-ol'Northwest Travel and Tours, Inc. . . • ; . .. . • : _of Jesus, andurging obedience to them.
...-.. ,_']_) ]_(_)}_, _]_a q,J_'_(_,_'_ The" Sermon On the Mount presents the most• . comprehensive an_ detailed ethical discour.se tn the

" " " • " ' " n entire New Testament, It contains explicit leaching
I = hey hung out, m. frQnt of a small older house o I wanted to make money I was ambitious. Coming : ' " • ,
/ Tieton Drive as one left the city limits 0f Yakima, from'.a long-line of poor men,' I had no desire tO _ (continued from page S) _ . on. a'number of'important, but practical, matters: ..... -- " ' " the makeup and min_l-set Of Christian character:•
Wash._ and entered the 'area of apple orchards_ ;-continue that tradition. Those boots spoke tome of.
just a pair of weathered.old boots. I udged them to the only end, as tar as I could see, that a holiness " ' Matthew's concern for:the Church is illustrated in reconciliation; • marriage relationsmps; oaths; non-
be about mY size. though it never occurred to me to" preacher cou d eventually reach in this life:--poverty .... his use:of the parable ()f the Lost Sheep. In Luke ' retribution and love of enemies; sincerity and sim-. . plicity;:giving to the"needy; prayer and fasting.' In
st0pand examine them. and obscurity. .- . " ' " this parable is part of a trilogy directed toward the . this "sermon" (introduced as Jesus ' teachirlg,'5:l),

. An unpatn!ted p_cket fence enclosed the lot on Our" church was young then: Pastors' salaries . • - ' :Pharisees and teachers of the Law who nave been complete dedication of the self to God is described •
which the house squatted, and nailed to the gate_ were small '--in.many.oases practi_;ally nonexistent. • " - complaining about Jesus' association with outcasts " and required. The parable.of the housebuilder pro-"
post below|he boots was a small stgn: "W. R. Rice, There was no pension plan or prospect of one, and . , (Luke 15:4-7).Jesus uses the parable to justify the vides a fitting conclusion:- the hearing ol Jesus'
Shoe Repairing.'" no social Security. Anyone entering the ministry : search for a lost sinner and ends the story by de-L "words" must be. accompanied by attentive• achve

I passed by .there .often.'on my way to a large expected a iifetime of hardship, and a retirement of "-. . ' scribing the. greater oy felt in heaven over one sin- . obed ence. Saying "Lord, Lord" is meaningless un- . .
war_house where I supervised a fruit packing crew. poverty..And I co_pldn't-eveh qualify as a cobbler, ner who repents than over 99 righteous-people who less the.Lord's teachings are put into practice. "
And never did the tempter let .me drive, by in my : "Those boots naunted me. as a nemesis from hell_ don't need to repent. In Matthew, on the other hand. •

• Model T. Ford without calling the. boots and sign Satan held them before my mind continual y, telling the parable Is directed toward the. disciples, and CONCLUSION
.to my attention. : _ rile that God never tool_ care of His own, that the describes one who wanders away from the Church _' This rfiessage is' as viable for today's Church as

"'W. R. Rice" . . .. If'could rightfully have read church had no sense of obligation, and was never end is-lost, 'Jesus concludes with a declaration that t was for Matthew's. It is our responsibility, as well
" the Heavenly Father is concerndd '_lest anyone of as our joy, to preach the.G0od News accord ng to"Reverend W. R. Rice." I knew. I had seen him often known to show any gratitude. -. • -.

at the Na;_arene Ch'urch in Yakima,where he always ' these little ones be lost" (18:10-14, NIV).
occupied a front seal an old fireballretired preach- Eventually_ God's persistent, and sweetly Inspiring The concluding Great Commission ofMatthew" Matthew. - • •
or. back ng the pastor or evangelist with very call overcame.Somehow, I knew.Hev_ould.see me (28:19-20) relates two speclfic'funchons of the No'rEs
audible !'Amens," an occasional _'Hallelujah." and through,..m_/ family would not suffer Seriously. I . man1TheMa_kBOOkandJohn°tCommOntogetner.Prayerconla,nsmorelessonsfromMatthew
when the preaching got very close, as it often did made a covenant.to serve Him in any way He led. ChurCh. The first is baptizing new believers in the.... name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: 'The sec- 2 We are ndobted to S. W, B0con, Studies in Matthew, 1930. for the

in those clays, ".t's getting rocky up that road!" A half century has passed since {he last lime I "" " " ' " ond is teaching believers all the commands of the a,v,s,ont_tres " "
: TO me, a young man who had-been converted turned my eyes apprehensively in the directtoh of " • Lord. Moreovei', in carrying out this mission, the " 3. OonaidGuthrie,Newreatamentlntroduchon.1970,=23

just three years before• Brother Rice seemed a very those boots as they swung idly in a cold November future Church is assured of •Jesus' presence to 4:'_uthr_e.pr__s-2g :
. old man--:-in a way yo_Jthlooks at older people--just wind, During these, years God has never let me the end of the age. _ .- .• . SUGGESTEDREADI_IG
a wornout old preacher whose only means of visible down. _ - . . OVERWEW

Oh, sure, there have been .hard times, especially IlL PURPOSE Cuthrle.Donald,NewTestamentIntroduction.1970.
support for him and his wife was cobbling--patch- durtn[_ the Depression years--grave problems to - " '"Matthew's exiensive u'seof•the Old Testament has "authrieprovlgosan excellentIreatmenlofthe,ntroduclorymaterial:ing and resoling old shoes -and boots, negrappleswithmanydifferingscholarlyposilionsIromanevangelical

And those boots and that sign bothered me no confront, heartaches and. bitter, discouragements,. ' ". already been discussed. The suggestion was made viewpoint.The treatmenlalsoIncludesan exlenslve_[bhographyon
end! days when I scarcely'kne w where the n_xt meal for . " that' the Gospel may have been designed -as a • M_.hew,.. ""

In my _eart was a secret and demanding aware- my family was .to come, times when our Sunday polemic to defend the Church's Messianic claim: COMMENTARIES . . • _• " • " Allen. W.'C. The Cosp_ According to St. Matthew, (lOG) 1907

ness of a ca U. God seemed to be speaking to .me dinner was a few days latein arriving, Guthrie'points to a wider purpos'e for Matthew's Old Argyle,P, w., TileGOSpelAccordingloSt. Matthew(Cambr=dgeBible . ,

about the m_nlstry as a life's work. But every time I But somehow the Lord had a way of seeing us . , " " Testament emphasis: "His main' target is to show Commenlary)1963 .

gave this serious,consideration those boots came through, sometimes in such a miraculous way that, Christianity as much more comprehensive than Johnson.S.E.rhoSes_elAccordmgt()St. Matlhow,(Inte_preter'sB_blo),

Defore me. If 1 closed my. eyes and thought or even to this day, we rejoice to remember His I()vlng, Judaism."_ Judaism was limited by the very nature 1901• ' " Ward. A. M. The Gospel According lo St, Matmew. Epworth Prea('her's

: prayed about preparing for the ministry those boots interest in,ourlives. He has permitted us to serve. .of the Law. But Jesus' fulfillment of that Law in the Co/_mentaryl•1961
and that sign loomed before me, a mountain high as pastor of some fine congregations and to have most complete sense has-broken the contraction SPECiAL'STUDIES
problem: Shoe-Repairingl- What=an_en(Lfor one years traveling-the countr'y in evpngelistfc work. He .... between the Law and.life in the Spirit. BaconB.W.StudiesinMatthew..1930

the Word! has given me the privilege of writing many articles The contents of the Book (see the concluding Sornkamn.O.;Berth,G.!andI_eldH.J. Traditionan(llnterpmtattonmwhose life had been given to r_lnistering .... Matthew,1963(Engtrans,fromGerm_n_edltton.1960_
Was that the way God paid off His workers? '_/as and Christian stories, of having nearly a dozen .. commission) Indicate that Matthew also had in view Sterldah,.K.TheSchoolotSt.MaffhewandHsUaeOltile03".1968.

thatdevotethemyearthlYlife.torewardtheChurch?lmight expect .if I were to " andb°°kSlovingpUblished'childc:enHewhohaShavegiVensharedmeathe.prpblemsfaithful.wife .i• . . a catechetical:: .. need and usage, Much of the Gospel SuggsM.J, Wisdom....Chrislology,andLawinMatthew'sGospeL1070. 5_.
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WORDSTUDIES WORDSTUDES
by Charles Isbell ,, T "' !by Ralph Earle .... ;............

i

1. The key Hebrew root scq, is .out.to Yahweh (!) when they see we expect tO find death..God "John 5:6-47 - das kissing Jesus (Matthew26: "light." We get our word "photo-
translated "cry out," in most En- the Egyptians in hot pursuit of creates life. " - ' 48: Mark 44:44: Luke 22:47). graph" from photo (dative case)
glish versions. The first occur- them at the Sea [14:10}_ Then in a Salvation came to Israel in the Whole (5:6.9, 11, 14, 15) .Only heine is it used to e_ press ahd grapho, "write'-=writing by
rence of the root'is in 2:23..There great turnaround, Yahweh shortly very midst of a sea that had only The adjective, hygies, from the relationship within the Trinity. light, _.

the people (_f Israel '.'cried out be- asks Moses rather' sharply, "Why moments earlier seemed Impass- which we get "hygiene.-" is trans- How beautiful to read that. the - Shape (5:37) "
cause of their slavery." We are are you Crying outto me? (14:15) able..And note that the Egyp- lated tin KJV) "whole" 12 out of Father .has affectionate 10ve for
not told to whom they cried out. Now is the time to speak, to act, to tians also received a surprise in the "3'times it occurs,in the New His Son!.B.F. Westcott com- The Greek word s eidos-- that
merely that they reached the _ march to the point of 13atria:" in the midst of the sea. For when , Testament..The exceptioh is Ti-. merits: "And so it is through the Which is seen, appearance, exter-
point of despair that-called forth 2. The simple w'0rd "midst" they ooserved the Israelites cross ; tub 218 ("sound speech")." As Son that the personal love of God nal form"'(Abbot-Smith Manual
an oral response. However, the (Hebrewtavekh} se_'ve,s-as a key safely, they plunged in afterthem " " might be .expected the word is extendecl to believers" (The Lexicon, p. 131), It comes from
next.section pointedly picks up n quite a delightful way. Its first Without thinking. But when God " " " means "healthy, well." It occurs Gospel According to St. John, I. the verl_ eidon, "1 saw." So it re-made a place 'of life for Israel He twice In Matthew (12:13; 15:31) 190). The basis of this statement fers to a .visible "form" (RSV.- . this motif when ,God informs Me- .pap;)earance in the narrative is to N_,SB. NIV). God cann'ot be seen
ses. "1 have heard their crY" (3:7, describe the place' where baby made a place of death "for Egypt and Mark {3 5; 5:34), and once in is John 16:27, where we read that
see als0 v 9). This comment is Moses:was placed by.his mott_er (14:27). AS Miriam put- t, "Sing to Luke (6:10) but six times in John "the Father himself Ioves"--phi- with physical eyes.
striking because, as we noted, the seeking to save his life. As 2:3 ex- Yahweh for.he is greatly exalted[ . (see 7:23), and once each in Acts _ei, same as in 5:20--"you be- Search (5:39)"

" cry of'the people was not speci- presses it, "she placed th_ child Horse and rider he has hurled in- (4:10) and Ttius (2:8). The' I;}est you have loved [phileo]me." The last clause suggests
fk_ally addressed to.God. Even so. in it [the basket: and put it among to the sea" ( 15:21.. author's own (_ontempora'ry ti:anslati0n of Je- cause meansTheverb,,search.is"eraunaO_-examine,,WlliCh(Ab.'
Godhearcl. and theirdeliverance the reeds, along the bank of the translation), sus' .question here is:"Do you, that we are to have affectionate bet-Smith, p. 178). But'our ;)rob-
was begun. Nile" [NIV}. As we saw in an earli- 3. The final root we shall con- want to get well?" {NI_/: cf. NASB). love, as well asloyalty love. to_ em r_ere is that in the present
" Section.C. records the next oc- er article, a great surprise awaits, sider in the" exodus- narrativeis ".... Bed (5:8, 9, 10, 11) ward God. Emotions, do have a tense the same second person

currence of our root. There.th'e When the Pharaoh's. daughter ','fear" (Hebrew yr'). And once " " .See discussion at.Mark 2:4. part in true religion, plural form (eraunate) may be el-
people respond to the increase in happens to firid Moses and we again we have. a word that is In...... . - Cluickeneth (5:2_1) thor.indicative or imperative. We
their workload by crying out to think [or certain that I}e is trodUced early in the story seems
the Pharaoh (5:8) rather than to doomed, her compassion corn- insignificant at" first, but then Conveyed Himself Away (5:13) The verb is zo(;poieo, "which cannot be surewhich is intended
God.'Thusabig partofthe prob- pals her to spare a crying child, proves at the. conclusion of the This is the verb ekneuo (only means.-"'make (poieo) alive" here. ' '
lem tobe solved by God.Involved • • drama to bear the weight of deep " - here In NT).It means "turn aside, (zoos). Here the best translation The KJV takes tt as imperative,
the need to.turn His own people In Section B. again the word meaning. Take a moment to read : ' " .wlth_lraw" (cf. RSV}. The simplest is "gives them life" (RSV, NASB, "Search." But scholars are pretty• -. - . translation is ""slipped away" " NIV). The ve,r.10 here signifies -well agreed ,that the Indicative fits
away fr(_m,dependence uponthe midst occ'urs..This time It:is the the nine verses that employ the "
Pharaoh and to teach them that place out of which God speaks to ' root yr' (1:17, 21; 2:14: 3:6: 9:20, {NASB, NIV}. "communicating spiritual life"(AI- better. Plummet writes: "The con-.
He (Y._hweh)-was the One to Moses, catlinghim into the busi-. 30; 14:10, 13. 31). A definite pat- " . :. . fred PlVmmer, The Gospel ;4c- text seems to be strongly in fa-
whom they shoLJ d turn in dis- ness _ofredemption (note 3:2. 4). tern develops as the .sto[y pro- . . Lovelh {5:20)., cord/tTg to St. John, p. 137)--thai vour of the indicative" (p. 142). J.
tress. But it is'SeCti0n G. that holds the gresses. _ " , . " " There is a be_iutiful touch her:e is, to the spir!tually'dead. In ver- H Bernard says: "Jesus is not
. It is hghly significant; thee'e- key for.us. No_ five .times the At first, the midwives fear_)d intheGreekthatcannotverywell ses 28-29 it is the physically dead exhorting the Jews here:He is
fore, that Moses should cry out to word midst is used (14:16, 22, 23, God. we don't even know which" " be'brought out in Englishlransla- who.will be "resurrected. BUt in arguing with them. and rebuking
Yahweh for help with his request 27; 29}..each time referring to the God they feared (the narrative .... " lion, When we- are told that .God verses 21-26 it is a spiritual resur- them foi" their stubborn rejection
in Section C. (8:12). And in' that middle of the Sea of Reeds (most has not defined Him yetl)..But we "loved.'.' the world (John 3:16) the rection. . of Him" (A Critical and Exegetical
same sectiorX, the function of scq English versions read simply do kr_ow that the Pharaoh wasa . .. " " " verb Is agapao. This.is also the cord_ngC°mmentarYtoSt. Onjohn,the1.:253).GospelAc-
is broadened to express What will "through the Sea" but the literal god and that he was not the ob- vei'b that;is .used when .we are Everlasllng (5:2.4) : . As early as the English Revised
soon happen to the Egyptians as wording' is "in the midst of the ject of .their fear. Andwe d(_ _ee told to love God [Matthew 22:37), See discussion at 3:16;
Yahweh sti:lkes the[r land with the sea'.'), that they prospered because ourneghbor(Matthew5:43}_and VersiOn (NT. 1881) the change
horrible tenth plague. Up to this Here midst again holds a sur- they feared God rather than god; . bur. • fellow Christians (John .Light .,. Light'(5:35) .was made to the indicative: That
point tn the story, the israelites prise meaning. No one had.ex-: Moses is quite different in 2:14; 13:34). It. means to have a love John the Baptist is _alleo a wise move'has been followed by;that seeks- the best good of its burning and shining "light" (KJV), most versions since. B. F. West-
had done all. the crying. Now the pected a helpless infant -to find He fears the Pharaoh,more than.
act:or: bf .Yahweh will force the life from his posltion'in the midst anything else. T,hat is whyhe flees ' • • Object, a love. of full loyalty. The in whose ,"light'_ the people re-. cott comments: "The_word
Egyptiapas into a situation of des- oi a mass of reeds..No oneex- and that is _hy h(_ r_tended to verl5 agapao occurs 142 times in. joiced for a while. But the first eraunan describes that minute," the New Testament and is always '" word. is ; lychnos, which literally intenseinvesti_]atie n of tile Scrip-

: pair and they will cry out with a - pect_}d.God to speak the myster- stay away from Egypt forever.
sound . unlike any ever heard ies of redemption to an orcl nary .:Only in.the very presence of God t_'panslated "loge'"ior "belOved." 7 meant an oil-burning ':lamp" ture.which issued in the allegori-
(11_6). What ls predicted in11:6 is shepherd from the midst of a...would Moses know the propel; times}. (usually of clay in NT times), and cal interpretations of.the

- then fulfilled in gruesome detail bush that refuses to be consumed ' object 0]' fear (3:6), but even here But .the 'verb here Is phileo so should be. translated "lamB" Midrash" {p. 201). He was on the
as noted in 12:30. with fire. And no one expects to his reasons add nothing to the - • whlch.slgrlilies affectionate love. (RS_L, NASB, NIV). revision committee that adopted

The final function of scq is yet walk into the middle of a sea_/_nd major strand of the storyline. .. t Is translatdd _'kiss" :_out .of the The second wo_d Is phos, "Ye search the Scriptures" (RV,
to be performed. For tl_e first-time find life either.. But that is the We probably, should be sur- . . 22 times It occurs (in NT}-_-of Ju- which is correctly translated (continued on page 61)
in the narrative the. peop!e cry g[eat miracle in a n'utshe!l" Where (continued on page 61;: 59

58

1982 03-05-46



WORD
story of the enemy besieging a city• "RESIGNA']'[ON__]zROM OT STUDIESMonth after month the city was be-

. _. sieged, but the brave people repelled THE PASTORtS WIFE? _continued from page 58)

• SERMOR OUTI,,|RI$ everyattack. Byandby, theattackers
• resortedto treachery. They bribed a Ioontinued lrom page 49) . _rised a bit later in Section E. to. - ' earn that some of the Pharaoh's

." ._/oung woman..to let them in. One " _'
dark night she opened the gate and Perhaps the next lesson that Officials fearth_wc)rd of Yahweh
let the-enemy in. So inbred sin, on God helped metolearnshould be (9:20). But this .surprise is
the Inside of the unsanotifled heart, is at th.e top of •the list. It involved a 'changed.when we hear 10.verses
a traitor and responds to Satan on the . crucial aspect of my thought Life'--- later the real truth,

ASCENSION TRUTHS-- glory which filled the Temple of God. which lies just beyond, the t,stoe of .outside. my attitude. One mottling as I was There we have it. Everybody
Acts 1:1-12 It's enough to know that wnere God _ our sight and the reach of our finger- Ul, HOLINESS IS NECESSARY reading In Phil _pians 4 where fears something, The midwives,TO PLEASE GOD. _, Paul writes that we areto praise Moses. the Egyptians• everybody

is, Christ is there! tips_ ..--.
Text--v. 9 III. The Ascension of Jesus Is an In- SOURCES . 1; Man lost his original holiness tn God in anything that is worthy of except the mighty Pharadh him-the Garden OI Eden (Gun. 3:1-4). praise, •it struck me that my attl- self is afraid• But not ev,erybody

INTRODUCTION:'"Th_ crowmng troductlon to His Ministry of Inter., F_.Earl AIIo_ Days to Rerrlember, • - - 2 .The Lord has'graciously pro- rude-toward our situation was far fears the same object• Section G.
moment ol Jesus' first advent was cession. Baker Book House Grand Bapids. " " vided'for us to .be rhade holy (Mat. from positive• addresses this fact and unwinds
His asdension, when God acknowl- • Jesus _scended, not to.end His 1975• 1:21: Hub. 13:.12.Eph. 5:25-27; 1 Tim. lil _nyjournal I wrotethe follow- it characteristically. In 14:10. the
edged HisSon by receiving.Him back work for men, .but to continue His Randal Earl Denny, Do It Again 2_5). ing: "Today I.cho0se to lay down people, despite whet God had al-
into heaven." Jesus Christ fulfilled work Withmen in intercession. He in= Lord. Beacon Hill Press. Kansas City,• . : " 3, The Lord says we can liv.e holy my negative attitude am3 pick up. ready done for them feared the
every assignment_given .to Him•by tercedes forlus. Note Hebi:ews4:14- 1978• • " " • . (Luke 1:73-75). the peace Of God.l choose today approaching army of Egypt; theyGod the F-_thor.He could return and- 16. Jesus returned to heaven,to sit at ArnoldE..Airhart. Seacon Bible Ex= " - .4. :The Lord graciously called us
sit triumphantly at the right hand of " the r_ht hand of God.He stands tn positions, Vol. 5. Beacon Hill Press of . •unto holiness(1 Thess. 4:7)• to ask for God's strength in the had to be admonished in rather
His Father• Let us allowthese Ascen- the presence of God as an.Advocate• Kansas City, 1977. - " : iV. HOLINESS IS NECESSARY midst of my need. I choose to- stern fashion, "do not fear" (14:

. sion truthsto fill our hearts witl_ re- interceding for us. . George Arthur Buttrick ed.. The- .day to:thank God for ALL the in- 13). Finally, however, after•all of
newed assurances: IV_ The Ascension of Jesus Is an In- Interpreter's Bible, .Vol. 9, Abingdon FOR THE ENJOYMENT OF "
I. The Ascension of Jesus.Is an In- troducUon to the' Ministry of the" Press• New York, 1954: HEAVEN terruptions because my time isin God's. work _ad been done• the.
troductlon to His Availability." Holy Spirit (John 14:25-26; •16:7). • William Barclay, The Mind of Je- • 1, Allnature agrees.that God has His hand.l choo'se todaY/to thank people le arned t heir • lesson•

A. Jesus is an ascended• but ever- " A. The Ascension =sa conclusion sus, Harper & Brothers, New York. .ci'eated evei'ything for harmonious God forALL the.times that I feel "They say.., they feared.., and
present Savior. Arnold AIrhart points to Jesus'.earthly limitations, Up tothis 1960. " -. " _ . . surroundings. He gives to" tne fish pressured and the sense of pamc they believed" [14:31). Fear has
out that "durlng the 40 days f°ll°wing point, Jesus had been confined to tne Richard L."Fisher, scalesand fins so'they cap _wim and wells up in_ide because I know now found Lts proper object. AS-live in the 'water. He has gwen the God will sustain me (Psalm 55).'/ one of a later era would state Jl
tne Resurrection. the'disciples had limitations of physical existence. He. - Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania - birds plumage and hollow bones so From that early morning quiet "The fear of Yahweh is where wls-
already learned that out of sight' did
not mean out of reach." _ dealt with frailties, weaknesses, ex- , they can.fly in the air. He has given . time with the Lord. the third _rin- dom begins" (Prov. _ 1:7 etc,,

" " haustions, frustrations, which are a eyes so that we can see the beauty ciple; came to re: Make the author's own translation]
1. Our ascended but eve_'-presem part of human exLstence. THE NECESSITY that Is all about us. Holiness isuniver- choice to be positive because of Our study of the exodus •narra-
Christ belongs not just tothe first The Ascension marked the enctol (_F HOLINESS : '_sally admitled to bo'a necessity•for what God is doing and will con- tive is'h0w completed. And yet I
century, but to all time and eternity., all SUCh limitations"of, the physical" ' heaven.
B. Our ascended but ever-eresent existence. As" G..Campbell Morgan SCRIPTURE: Hub, 12:12-14• 2.;_Holiness.isnot pray a necessity tinue to 'do in our lives. - hope it !s onJy beginning for you.

Christ is the full basis of o_r antlcipa- put-it" "The days of I in ted servce TEXT: "Fotlow peace with all men. for 'heaven, but it'&tso fits us for the The fourth and. final 15rinciple• . • ,I)% •

tlon . Were over. the days of unlimited ser- and holiness,, without which no man enjoyment of heeven. This is true• for th at God brought 1o mind result- STU-ll _-D S" 1. Anticipation of our future glory, vice were about to begin. . shall see the Lord".Lv. 14). . if we were tO get to heaven with e ed from One af{ernoon's look at
_Hisascension is the proof that we "There just had to come a day of, INTRODUCTION: Peace With man sinful hature in us, v}e would be out my ca end.Jr for the next week "_t _¥_O_
are destined for heaven, not for the. dividing when the Je_,'Ssof earth fi- and holiness unto the Lord.is God's "- : -' . " " Of harmony With our surroundings. From those few Short minutes of Icontinued from page 59)

grave, nally became the christ of Heavent" standard of the (_hristlan life; • " - and therefore would not be happy, time. it became apparent that I 1881), Today we would say, "You " "2. The ascens orb,of Jesus is an an- E_.:Theascension of Jesus marked
tlcipation of His return. Acts 1:1,1. the end of the limitation of.tim(J and I. HOLINESS IS NECESSARY coNcLuSION: Let us seek and find just couldn't do everything that -dJ!Jgently study the Scriptures"
The promise of His return is clearly space. Jesus can be everywhere at FOR GROWTH IN GRACE. pure hearts in the ri_ceptlon of the I expected myself to do, or that I (NIV).

•taught. . the same time; meetin'g the var=ous 1. Growth m grace is a divine corn- fullness of.the Spirifl With this bless- thought others expected" me to
3. The ascension of JesUs isan a'n- needs of His people, mand IEph:_4:15; 2 Pet. 3:18)_ "- ed fullness we can live a full life here do. Therefore, principle number 'Will Not _ome(5:40)
tlcipaUon of His u)timate victory. 1 Christ is the Savior of all the 2. There are two errors regard- " - ' " ' below, and _)eable to enjoy heaven four: Bt) realistic about what is This sounds ike a sire Die fu-

• '_ " • ing_growth in grace, . in the future--that glorious hereafter
Ih The Ascension of Jesus Is an In- world by His ascension. He minis- . possible or not possible to do in ture tense of the _/e_b "come."
Iroductlon to, His Deity and En- ters beyond the areas of. Bethle- (a) Some have tllought that with-our Lord. and the redeemed
lhronement, hem and Capernaum. He now pre- growtt_ in grace will remove the•in-' saints forevermore! a day's time, a week's time, "a _ But' the Greek uses two verbs•

The ascension of Jesus provee His sents himself in universal terms, nate sin from the heart. Nothing that " i "Peace, blessed peace is tilling mo_th's time. with "come"• as an infinitive: "YMOeuwhich al men.can understand. .is Impure can be made pure by more ' now iny soul, . • NOw. one Year after God began are unwilling,, to come to

deity. He.demonstrated that He was whether tl_ey be North Americans. growth, Purity does not come b_/ t Since He pardoned all my_ln; to restructure my life-style to fit (NASB). In many places the KJVGod's SOn. Jesus was" the exalted Asiatics. or Eskimos. He. is inore growth, neither In the natural world Love, perfect love in billows O'er What proved best for me. my tam- fails to bring this out. The force
Son of God who had finished His re- nor In the spiritual (1 Pet. 2:2-3). , me roll, " ily', and my church, I have shut of what Jesus says is this: "'You
deeming work on earth. In His hands, than the Christof Palest he. He isthe Savloi"of the world. (tJ) Others believe that after ho-i " " •Since He cleans'd my heart with- the back door of 'escape. I won't • refuse to come to me" (RSV, NIV).
He bore the sln-offering for the whole iness of'heart has been received " In. resign. That isn't theeolutiori. Al-.
world" t was-a celebrated mornont CONCLUSION: Should yoU and I be _ through the baptism with the Spirit,: though mountains of _'interrup- .Honour.(5:41, 44)"
when God welcomed Jesus back to. content,with anything less than full" .that there Is no more growth In grace. "Peace, Perfect peacel Love, per- tions" still occur, these pressures . The Greek word here has no
His throne.of glory, power'from the ascended Christ? He . tect-lovel

He ascended into heaven to begin, calls on the faithfulness of your heart II. HOLINESS IS NECESSARY Sweeping o,er my soul in'heav .• help me or force me, to find a relation to the'verb translated

;i His reign of'power. After the hu- rlghtnow.whereyouaretobea_sart- FOR CHRSTAN LIVING. , en/ytides/ . . creative solution andtolean allt- •"honor" four.times in verse 23.miliatlonand shame of the Cross and ner with Him in the redemption 01 1 It Is thoHoevenly Father's bless-" " Rest. pertect_'est/Joy, psrtectloYf tie harder on the God who is still There.it is timao, from the noun
the.Trlumph of the Resurrection,Je- the world. .. - ed wlli that HiS children shall live id Is mine since the Holy Ghost in charge• As I continue tc be hon- time that means "'esteem• honor."
sus took HIs .rightful place _eside He promises to. you His abiding ' victory'(2 Cor. 2:14). " - abide_. ' " . - 7" est, to set g_o be positive- But_here-it is tbe-noun doxa,
God the Fdther.The cloud (v.9) was" loveand presence.. 2. The Lord commandsus to a life . _ (F. E: Hill) about my life-style, and 10 be re- which means "glory" (RSV,
a rem=nder of the" glory o1 God's He is faithful to minister to"and', of'victory(Gal. 5:17). " --W. B. Walker _ alistic, peace reigns. . '_ NASB) or "praise" (NIV).
eternal presence--like the Shekinah through _'ou from thai ascen¢:ledlife 3: Dr. G,'A. McLaughlin tells the" ' " " " " - .
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PREACHER. CLERGYQUI'Z
TODAYSHis tenderness... We have seen the in the subjecL,Even m his section on I

God who controls nature; the God Sanctification and Perfection, where [.. ' -
who answers prayer; the God who he Opposes any i(Jea of instanta- 1. Which of the following has pionee'red."Faith Develc ;)- " 11. Which of the following countries have recently kicked

THE DOUBLE CROSS uses evil m such a way t.hat we are neousne_ss ana sinlessness, seeing

By Stephen O. Swanson. Augsburg tempted to justify it,... And we have the latter strictly asa goal he agrees - - merit" theory? out the Wycliffe Bible Translators? .
Publishers. $3.95. Hee_ how God singles out His own tl]at the New Testament.teaches the " -- " A, ,,_0hnPJaget C. IVlary Wilcox . A. Mexico and Guate'nala C. Panama and _:cuador

The Double Cros's, subtitled "The and deals with F-lis own as tllougn possibility o! triumph o_/er sin, "The " . . B. Leighton Ford D, James Fowler B. Madagascar and Kenya D: Japan andKorea,
Seven Deadly Sins and the Seven there were no one else In the world." goals are impossibly high,- but great
'Deadly: Virtues." is an excellent Len- Dr. Kendall makes a good case that stress, is laid on the powerful assis- 2. The Gospel called "the Gospel of th_ eagle's eye" be- 12. The president of the So(Jthern BaPtist Convention is
ten resource book. It deals with at- Jonah parallels thJe church of.today., lance of the Holy Spirit." Even when cause of its dauntless, penetrat!ng Ioo[( into the di- A, Abner McCall. C. Robert Palnes
titudes rather than actions, showing His is a most'interesting comparison, rejecting a position or interpretation, vine mysteries i_; " B: Findley' Edge D. Bailey Smith
now virtue which is practiced without These, mess_Jges were ;)reached to', he writes with grace rather than. A. "John -C. Matthev/' E. Tobit 13. The first complete Bible in the English language was

his congregation at Westminster acrimony and overstatement. . - B. Luke . : D. Mark - translated by
God's power and presence becomes Chapel. "['he tremendous awakemng This book therefore should be'read " - 3..Sigmund Freud, the father of psychoanalysis, nao A. Coverdale in 1539 C John Gutenbe[g in 1456distorted into sin.

. He takes us back to the Bible for" and growth of that body of believers ..critically: but It should be read. Its " " " " how many patients in hiscounsellng career? B. John Wycliffe in 1382 D. William Tyndale in 1535
our concept of sin and there shows would Indicate that those taking Ken- 1.000 pages represent an exposition
us the remedy for sin, dali's .message seriously would also of the theology of the New Testament" A. 440 C. 75 " E. 8 14. Gideon: • " .. .

This book, properly understood, find new courage, hope,_nd ministry, by one of the best informea expe- . . . B; 120 . D. 28 A. Was called Jerubbaal " :
cuts the foundation from:under "sit- Dr. R. T. Kendall arrives, at a dif- rienced, a_d fair-minded evangelical 4, The only Gospel to speak spemficalty of "the church" B. Eougnt tile Midiariites
uation .ethics;" as well as all religion ferent theological point of view than. interpreters. Every pastor needs to C. His name means "Jehovah's strong hand'.'
that is man-made and man-earned, most'A[mmians. If the reader makes - be working constantly in the field of , " D. Was frorc the tribe of.Levi .

His chapter orl "Covmousness and allowance for difference of theologi-' New Testament theology, and the A. Matthew C. Luke
Contentment" is the most relevant cal(:oncepts, hewitl find great, benefil [ninisterial and seminary student B. Mark D: John " E. All of the above -

- F AandObutnotBandD

analysis of our modern "thirst for ano much gooc .from this book. needs to be ciigging into it.ever more 5. The Classic book The Idea o! the Holy was written G.A. B, and D but not C .
things" I have seen, --Mark R. Moore deeply. Here is .a book for both. It " " • , A, In'lg45 by Karl Barth H. A and B but not C and D

The author wants us "[o exchange wilt be a standard work for years to - . B. In 1820 by Theodore;Parker
the"Double Cross" (our ugly sins arid NEW TESTAMENT THE'OLOGY, come, " C, In 1923 by Rudolf Otto 15. The first persons hamed in 1 Kings and 2 Kings are:

our twisted virtues) for 1he single" By DonaldGtJthrie, lnterVarsity --AlexDeasley D.-.In1262 by Thomas Aqulnas A. Saul and Jeroboam C. Gadane Zimri
cross of.Jesus Christ. His answer to - " JUBILATEI 6. The U;S: presidential candidate.who declared in ah B. David and Al_ab. D.. Samuel and Solomo_
our dilemma of. deadly sins and Press, $24.95. - 1858 speech,that he favored emanctpation but not 16..The Gospel which reports seveh names for Jesus,

Holy " This book is an education "n New -"
deadly virtues is a "live-in : Testament Theoiogy. The autllor, Dr, JUBiLATEI Church " Music in tl_e _<-,: citizenship for.the slaves was: " seven miracles, seven speeches of Jesus, and seven
Spirit." Donald Guthrle. is already well knowh Evangelical Tradition, by Donald " . " " . . . • .A.. Abraham Lincoln C. Jabr1 C. Calhoun interviews with Jesus =s •

This bookwlll enable you to come Hustad. (Hope Publishers. 368 pp. B. John C:.Ereemont . D. Thomas Hart Benton A. Matthew • C. Euke
to a deeper L_rlderstarlding of Jesus' as a leading New Testament scholar -- B. Mark "D. John
statement: "As a.man thinketh in his n the evangelical tradition, his New $14.95.) 7. The classic work. about artistic speaking On the -

• Testament Introduction having been Jubilate! Church Music in the Evan-..
neart, sois he." widely used for more than 10 years .... gelica/ Tradition.is probably the best -. b_ublime was written by . . . 17, Brother Lawrence: .

--Roy T. Nix ir_ opposition to sQme of the more book available today on establishing A. Cicero . C. Alfred E.Newman A. Was also known as Nicholas Herman
radical trends in current New Testa- a workable _hilosophy of evangelical " B. Longlnus D. socrates' . B. Joined the Barefoot Carmelites in Paris

JONAH; AN EXPOSITION ment theOlogy, Guthrie "adopts a church music and worship. The book .'8, The .translation of the Bible which is far SUl_erior to C. Lived in the 17th century" " D, Is known for his Ideas on "Practicing the Presence

By R. T. Kendall Zondervan. paper- themat¢c approach, dealing with what devotes 'much attention to.historic all other versions is:
back. $5.95, 269 pp. - he regards as the leading New.Tes- forms.of Christian worsmp; Hopefully, :A, New.American Standard Bible of God"

Th_s book takes err more meaning • lament doctrines: .God. Man, Chris-: evangelicals will not onl_/ refine their B. Today's English Version" E. Was a contemporary of John Bunyan " - . .. - ' F. All of the above
wh()n one knows the author personal- tology, the Mission of Christ. the Holy own important traditions, but will con- G, New International Version G. All of the above except B and E'
ly. I have _hown FI. T. Kendall for a Spirit. etc. Heis able thffreb¥ to stress ,sider tt_e un'iversal worship experl- " D'. King James Versio:n
number of years; and to know.him is the fundamental unity of New Testa- ences and forms which the church " " H, All of the above except C
to love him. He has convinced me merit theology. At the same time, be has honored since New Testament' " E. Revised Standard Version" . . F.. New English Bible. " "

"through his life and ministry, ofhis treats each theme in terms of the. t_mes. - 18. The firm holding the Copynijht on Handel's"Messiah'" -
sincerity in' his search to find truth various New Testamenl witnesses: The_author, himself an evangelical 9. Who said it? "Suppose someone invented an Instru- successfully sued'the publishers of which of the fol- "
and of _is commitmei3! to do God's The Synoptics. John, Paul, etc.; and musician, criticizes the use of "re- ., ment; a cdnvenlent.little talking tube whlcl_ say," |owing songs for"'fnelody stealing?". could be heard over the whole iand., wonder if the "

" " is thereby enabled :to do lusticeto vivalist worship',' for Sunday morning . .. - . . : . • A..The King Is Coming
Wnllt'isobvious in knowing and unaer- the degree of diversity, fare, suggesting that it be reserved ,. police would not forbid it, fearing that the whole coun- B. Bridge Over Troubled Water " " "
standing Dr. Kendall, that he learned n terms of historical theology, the for use'iri evangelistic services, try would become mentally deranged if it were used." " C, The Little Drummer Boy
through agoniz}ng experiences how stance of the. book .is moderately The book _s scholarly, well-docu- : , - A. Marl< Twain - • D. John Wesley .. " - D, Yes, WeHave No.Bananas " " _"• E. Samuel Goldwyn "
to obey God's will. In this, he car- Calvinistic Thus he favours :'eternal mente_ and laced w!, h _,,ustratiOon_ B: AuguStine
tainly relates:to Jonah. His observ'a- secu-_;{[y" Jnterpret_t_s_of YeleWllt- -and practical- suggest ons--a-g _- -- -- - . C;-Michael F&raday F_Soren Kterkegaard ._-- . .
tlon is most accurate as he tells about passages, yet affirms the .reality of resource book and an inspirational ....

• the character of God when he says, _uman response, preferring to speak piece of reading material. 10. The Politics ol Jesus was written by. 'O-gL '.:t-L_.,:O-9_- :9-_;k :H-t_L',:B-t;I. :(]-_L :O-LI.
"We see God Ir_ HtS anger, God in of an element of paradox,or tension " --Eyndell Leatherman_ A:B.JOhnBernardYOderF_amm C.D.BillyMartynGrahamLI°yd-J°nesI,uPlnOM)-9:V'0L''.:1-6 :(6SlLI_:I_./.:V-9°_'JeMSUe,.O_S'.V-'t_ue:::l-I;e_eM:v-_°Jeql:E]-LtteOlU:sJOMSUvOCl11 ' ""
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. . A PACKET BOX

" : . "' period. The filmstrip will famillarizeHour

ROCKER " _, i_., , , church with the new program,,help

A _....,.'_ .,..= .,..,_ _ _ _ _,. A .,. _... staff, and encoui'age.important financial
support. A firsthand look'at these beauti-

- I ful VBS supplies Will he!p you plan qnd
get the enthusiasm going for a gigantic

]_eB_' S Te_S i VBS. Packet includ'es: theme filmstrip._[IU record, and user's guide; teachers' man-.

uals, pupils' books. Director's Handbook.
. " " all promotional items_ publicity aids,

Music Notes.craft catalog, VBS catalog,
mission packet, order blank, and depart-

" ment dividers. Box itself ha_ easy-carry
Here's a lette_" lately received from a laypers0n that And your closing prayer was a complete frustration: handle, converts to handy file, and :

brought me ulJ.shorte_ thsr_ ap empty offering plate. "Thank you, Lord, for sending your servant our way. He " • contains file divtders: Return under no
has surely:brought out for us the deep and precious " " " _._" obligation after 14:days.

Dear Padre, things of the Word this morning/ .... " _'_'_'_ V-482 a $19,95 VALUE for $12.95
Let me spout'off a bit--say a few words about a few Please. pastor, don't mistake our.ignorance of techni- " . "

words: "to "put it in laymen's terms," Yobr time is'limited, cal theology and technical Bible-study for ignorance, "_ . . " j "
I know,. _/hatwith Rotary, Conference.Board of Pensions,

Preachei's' Retreat staff meetings, and all, so I'lJ come period. And, please.don't mistake our loyalty for docility: _ . . "
cluickly to the point--and still love you end pray for you ,'You know _here I'm becoming righteously inc/ignant), . "sometimes I wonder'if preachers really want us to know _ _ " ' " "' " "
and work with.you. " .; . •

"To _ut it in/symen's terms," Haveyou iaken" a Joel at " anything but "laymen's terms." Of course_ some of us may . . .not; and I've heard so many of your vocational persuasion " :. " " "
what "laymen's terms" are turning out to be these days? trot out their example of the person who "Just want(s) it ! ....
To be sure, reverend sir,' I and e lot of my fellow pew- " i
werme_e don't know page one of the theological g/ossa'ry, simple." Those preachers, because of that very attitude, ',.. " ", I ':_ 'effectively shush those -who might encourage them. to

And -there are e few of your guild who spout technical something different, They've already painted them into s '* " " I.
terms with: such vigor and io such profusion that we comer, and those laypeop/e are smart enough to know

suspeCt.ctativeofthatexpertise'they'VeandgOttenprecisionthegift.asBUtyouWe'real/are,aSsoappre'whythat it's betier t($ say nothing, to such a parson. Indeed, i.. " "'" " _J_ I _ i
not take some time end effort to define some of that stuff some of. us.may not. want, to go any deeper, but. that is ".. . _.' _'- - _.,_e_
once in a while? If the terms and ideas help you and your often because'we don t know enough of it to knoW.wheth-

er it's good to know or not." And some of your guild seem . i _ ' " .- ,_

dim to benefit from them? o_l$,"just enough to know that we must trust them for the

Of course, there are twosorts ot problems here. One rest. And then they turn around and condescendingly i__--_4_ ,_ ;

is the matter of technical jargon. The other Is a patroniz-.
ing tone that religious leaders use when talking to us lay- put everything in "layffien's terms."Do you wonder, under these circumstances, that
lolk, or'writing to us. hordes el us go trotting oil.to certain kinds ofseminars

f didn't know whether to giggle, gag, or grieve a month and Bible conferences; or.just to the "toob" with its high _ .............ago when we.had that visiting dignitary preach. Remem-
ber? He.got after us in his own sweet way, fop spiritual :voltage ministries? Some of us want at least the trappings• of thinking, and the rest of us i_8ve given up end settled '. " -"
ignoranGe (that should have'Insulted you as much as us-
"you ve teen our pastor for nearly a. decade), especially for pious echlock that Is at least entertaining., • • •I know youwell enough toknow that you're not satisfied
our ignorance of the.Bible and of the doctrines of the with this state of affairs--that ignorance, whether imputed

• Church, This wee laced thl:ougti a sermon with the tredi; or imparted/is.not to your liking. So, I ask you, what are ' ' 1982 DIRECTOR'S CONTENTS:
tienal'th, ree polnts;" being a good Christlan means is) sup- you going to do about it? . • 6 large, four-color posters with a devotional
porting the Church with tithe and money_" (bl supporting ... • - RESOURCE PACKET ,,od sc,oo

churChobligedleadershiP,togive aneSpeciallypastors; (c)paying budgets. _, Still respectfully, ' __'::::_'i_:_=,._._=.=,:""_----=:, 1 Saves Hours of openings/closings/general.. .assemblies,

and praying"for, missionaries,illustrationthatF°r"dqChlastedPoint,attea,sthe.fivefelt . (Name Withheld) " ' :'-:.---_i_---._ Planning and Work! •.,and/°r°penargerecrutrnent_°use'poster
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