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Perhaps no area in theChristian life is as sensitive- The world's appetite ,for succes_ has crept Into

LAW!SLAWS FOR HOLY LIVING and difficult as wall_ing humbly with God. the cracks and crevices in our own.hearts. We Ilave
We may give easy lip service to its value, It's an made the American corporate business pattern the

1: To fix deep in my mind that I have one businessuponmy hands--_-to . adm rable thing to do. We ma_, even pray for hu- model for the church. People become proddcts or
seek for eternal happiness by doing the will of God, mttity.and at the same time gloss over our wistful tools _0 be used in programs.

"2. To examine everythingthat relates to me Inthis view, as it servesor
obstructs this only end el life, ways and hard hearts with spiritually phony words Decisions are pragmatic rather than based on

3. To think nothing great or desirable because the world thinks it so; about our great desire to be like Jesus. principles, and there is little accountability beyond
but to form all my judgments of things from the infallible Word of "Pride grows in the human heart like lard on a the final line where dollars and numbers are reg':
God, and direct mylife according to it. pig," writes Aleksandr Solzhenltsyn. in The Gulag istere'd. When small whispers of doubt:creep in, we

4. To avoid all concerns with the world, or the ways of it, but where Archipelago. Simple reading, of Scripture reveals say, "Well, it seems to work,"
religion and charity oblige me to act.

5. To remember frequently, and.impress it upon my mind deeply, that it has always been so. Pride filled the heart of We are producing Christian leaders who handle
that no condition el this.life is for enjoyment, but for trial: and that Cain and led him to murder.his brother. the lengthy relationships with an organizational chart, who can't

. every.power, ability, or advantage we have are all so many lalents chronicle of Jacob's life is troubled with pride, reach :across with compassion to another human
• to be_ccounted Ior to the Judge o! the world. Pride led Saul to consider his decisions more valid being, who dare not: feel, whose sense of went

6. That the greatness of human nature consistsin doing nothing else than the word of the Lord, and he lost thekingdom, being is based not on r(_lationship to God but
but in imitating the Divine nature. That, therefore, all the greatness . .
o! this world, which is not.in good actions, is perfectly beside the The Lord Jesus listed ;}ride among the sins that increasingly On position and power."
point. - defile a ;}erson (Mark 7:22-23). Pride and foolish-' I am reminded of the conversatiOn between" the

7. To remember often and seriously how much time.is thrown away, . ness. The sins are related. Scarecrow ,and the Tin Woodman in. The Wizard of
from which I can expect nothing but the charge,of guilt; andhow The apostle John wrote about"the lust of the flesh . Oz. The. Scarecrow admitting he doesn't know.
little there may be to come on which an eternity depends.

8. To avoid all excesseseating and drinking, and the lust of the eyes and the pride.of life" (1 Joh_ enough because his head is stuffe¢ with straw, tells
9. To spend as little time as poss b y can among suchpersonsas can 2:16, RSV). Pride is the very heart of sire the Woodman that he is going to the Wizard to ask

recewe .o benefit Irom me, nor I lrom them. " Pride _san old enemy: It deceives us.' It is never him for some brains. The Woodman comments,
10. To be always fearful of letting my lime slip away without some fruit, more odious than when it wears a holy cloak. How that brains are not., after all, the bestthing in the
11. To av_)idall idleness. - " many took the job, the ichurch, the position they world."Once I had brains." he says, "and a heart
12. To call to mind the presence of God whenever I find myself ut]der

: temptation to sin and to have immed ate recourse to prayer, presently hold Decause it offers a stepping-stone also; so_ having tried them both, I should much
13. To lhlnk humbly of myself and with great charity of all Others. to the" next best place, and then have covered all rather have a heart."
14. To forbear.from all evil speaking, tt_e self-seeking desires of the heart With spiritual " He has showed you; 0 man, what is good;
15. To thini( often of the life of Christ, and tOpropose it as a pattern for palaver about the Lord's will and serving Him? - and what does t-he Lord require of you but

myself. • Religious pride makes a pretense of humility. We " to do justice, and to love kindness, and to
16. To pray :privalely, _thricea day, besides my morning and evening• learn how tO manipulate all the pieces of life and walk humbly with your God? (Micah 6:8,

prayer.
17, To spend'some lime in giving an ,_ccounlel the da_' previous to then speak in pious tones or'our great trust in God. FISV;,

evening prayer: How have I spent this day? What.sin have I com- " " "miffed? What temptations haste I withstood? Have I performed all " " : _. - _,_j
my duty? --From Ohristian Perfection, 13y.WilliamLaw .

Translations ol the Bible us(}d by permission in this issue ai'e r_otedas follows:
1. Quotations cited NIV are from The Holy Bible, New International Version, copyright,© 1978

by the New York nternat|onal Bibte Society.
2. Quotatio#.scited RSV are from the Revised Standard Version ol the Bible. copyrtghte_

1946, 1952. © 1971. 1973, . .
3. Quotations cited NASB are from the h[ew American St'andard Bible © The Lockman" "

FoundatiOn 1960: 1962, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975.
4. Quotations not citedwith a special designationare from the KingJames Bible.
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might reconcile us to God ..... [and] blot out our s on' It spreads like poison Ivy the idea that man is
sins." WhetGod wants to do IN us, Clarke declares- not sinful anyway/. What an archaic notion--sin. It :
in the same sermon_ is "wash the polluted heart. Don'ttrytosavepeople;thereisreallynosintosave . : : I,
destroy every foul and abominable desire; all tor- them from.
mentlng and unholy tempers . • • make the heart John Wesley, Adam Ctar.ke, and corn party hadto _" .'
His "throne, fill the soul with light, power, and life." overcome a world drenched in the ideas that sanc- " . i "'

Man was not only "fearfully and wonderfully tification came by penal suffering (purgatory) or in _q( .] ""
made" said Clai'ke, but he was also "fearfully and the hour and article of death. Those we must over- _ IUDoE'r
wonderfully vile."= "How is it that a nature so impure come have even more disturbing views, To tne .,

as ours can be purified from all Unrighteousness? determinists, holiness is a mere amusing pun on ._', _ , ,
Why by the Almighty Spirit .... th_it Spirit Is called human nature that is.completely beside the point. ;_t .. "_"' _' I I f '
the Holy Sp r t because His office is to produce hell: To the nev/ humanism holiness is a pitiable, not- _ _ft_

in the nature of man. He pervades that nature quite-funny non-sequitur. . 'l=_-_pness
--purifies and refines, and s_blimes it to himseif. " Jt seems to me that the challenge and need for

"ILt,[,_,----

He is given through the bleed'of the covenant for p'reaching holiness, God's will IN us. has never been ' i_ ,._
this very purpose. He comes to accomplish this greater. Timing is so Important in the movements of
great end'... [so we can be] justified freely, and men. Holiness--has*not her time returned? What do R£p£_ir_ _ "
sanctified whol!y. ''_ men and women need more to hear than that by rl_

The Spirit purifies, indwells, andfills the conse- God's.grace, Christ'satonement and the indwelling,
crated heart, Clarke believed. The heart was filled purifying presence of Christ's I_oiy. Spin'it the I$ AT_ -
with all the fullness of God. "em _tield of sl n... and springs of the soul can flow crystal clear• clean,. _R_T I_"1__,_Y
filleg with humility, 'meekness. gentleness, good;- and pure?
hess. justice, holinesS, mercy,' truth, and love to iWha! greater challenge for today, what higher
God ant man. '':_ "The.heart ]n which Christ con- honor than to have• the privilege 1o preach full _'v,t,_'t,._l_t-s=,

,stantly dwells. He completely.fills and holiness be- salvation? The mere thought is delightful. As we " " I}4 XUN(_R'_' . " - -

cometh" His house forever."' ",elebrate Christian holiness" inr'our churches, we NI CA ON N_._SI_EE T''" " " ""

"What then is this complete sanctification? It is might become like the i;nall Adam Clarke described . i.
the cleansing of the blood" that has not bee]3 who, during a preaching service, was-so ever-
cleansed--it is the w_shing of the soul of a true whelmed by. the Spirit that he was "on the eve of - " " '

believer fromthe remains of sin--it is the making makklg a glorious noise." _ _ .. ".._ ..... . . -one who is already a child'of God.more holy." '_. - " ,_

"The Holy Spirit, the Spirit of burning, destroys 1. AdamClarke"The LOve of God to a Losf World. _X

2. Clarke. "'The.Encouragement ann Condescending Entreaty of God _ "_

the pollution of the heart.'6and "the carnal mind _oSmners.' "_ __
[iS] totally destroyed and the whole image or God g.Clarke."ThaiFgmilyel Godand1IsPrivileges . - _*
restamped upon the soul. "7 This "certainly points Life."4 Clarke 'Genuine Happiness the _br_vilega of tt_e Cltristian in Th_. _o " .. r . . .

cute deliverance from all-sin ... and if this be s. Clorke,"The'Fam,yofGodandltsRriVlleges" ._
fulfilled in man surely sm shall be eradicated from g. Clarke "Life. the Gift,of the Godpe Law tile MtnistraPon _l Death." _.7. Clarke. "The eotrupPon That Is n the World Through I_ust_''_ "' - " " " "

the soul,"" for "the sanctifying Spirit..*, condemns g.Clarke."TheLord'sPrayer." - , .

to utter destruction the whole of the carnal mind '''_ g. Clarke."TheDesignandUseof theLord'sPrayer." by Russell Metcalfe, "
and for those who humbly seek Him the Spirit _o.Clarke.."ThePlanofHumanRedemDtlon."
brings "the purification of their: h'earts from all evil Pastor. Wo//aston Church of ihe Nazarene, Wo//astoe. Massachusetts
tempers_" passions, and appetites; so that'they can : ' " .

love God with all their hearts and worthily magnify "'-:....
_ His name, and love their neigr{bor.as themselves. ''_° ....... "_ '_'" _

Are those forces which seemed to conspire against ,'.......................:_"............................._ ......... - " the prophet Micah.could slate revival services observed• it is those portions of the Bible that
" scriptural holiness in the days of Wesley and Clarke __' &Š" " today he _touldn't have to change his sermon out- cannot be misunderstood that disturb us. And

} still afoot? It seems to' me that the forces which .E..,,,...,._-,,,,,,,.... ,,,,_..,-. =.. .] .. . . lines very much. He could diagnose the spiritual Micah is a very disturbing voice.
" make holiness of heart anc life seem impossible. '...... " ......... *'• """"' ...... _ needs'of our contemporary world before lunch and. The Message: Micah's Pulpit on Main Street

and thus.unsought, have diversified,and expanded. =,==.=._-===_=---'_=:-'---" ........ -J prescribe the remedy before the afternoon coffee-.- : _.,...... :'r:=..... .._ Micah's pulpit was never in an ivory towel. _His
and are'more subtle than•ever. They are not only t: _....... "•_" - __ break. •

" - " " • ' . His use of language would _ave to be somewhat treatment of sin was never theory never uat a din-afoot, •but quietly dominate the scene; * .... .=........ ,.._._......... _ . .}

"i_'--"__!_":_!_I=':_?L"_;'G;"--;:::; _[ ' -" :-__:"I adapted, for we cannot appreciate puns and word- tribe against sin in the abstract, Rather• Micah

- One such force is behavioristic or deterministic • . spoke o_Jt against evil.that had become incarnate.
•play in .Hebrew. But how Micah's- style would fit us He. spoke against specific sins of part Cular. groups

psychology. Those of the ilk of B. F. Skinner say "::"='_'_"_-_':=_':'='=_"_'=-_E_;-"=_- """ :"* : ""that autonomous man I_;dead, and good riddance, nowl And if he*couldn't use his native language to
he never existed &nyway. Now we know that man is mock towns named for 'Ibeauty" ancl "boldness" of people. His most scathing words were reservedfor religious eaders who tailored their words for
just conscious automata, a lump upon which .the" -....... - that had actually become places of shame and fear, profit and _opularity, a practice which anticipated
environment acts, This is a sort of secular Bezan ..... he could quickly adapt to our language 'and cry the spirit of Jesus Christ. Micah seems to base his
Calvini_m with no vertical •dimension, And if we -_-_.-_.-=.-_-.-=.-----.._==- * •" " against cities named for "brotherly love" and "prov- message on the thesis that our sins center in our
could.truly see how this'thought pattern saturates ......... Idence" that. like all our modern civilization, are . religious deviation from simple obedience to God:
the assumptions of our society, we would be ........ filled with .hatred and.the forgettingof God,
alarmed, • • And if Micah's mastei'ful use of language fails.to What is Jacob's transgression?

Another.su¢;l_ force is the new humanism, typified ..... Impress, his basic message =s.still communicated Is it not Samaria? What is Judah's
by the humanpotential movement• It has become a :..... _ ' * with embarrassing clarity. As Mark Twain dourly high place? Is it not.Jerusalem? (1:5, NIV)..
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• I Even though written hundreds of years after But both the "do'"and the "love" and dynamic.
Social ills, Micah makes" clear, begin when man A dark backdrop for a message of hoPe? A time Micah proclaimed his message, it was true then and the heart of- what Micah is trying to corn-

makes rellglon serve his needs. Sin begins and when corruption is .widespread--similar to our and it could have been Micah's life-verse, municate is that we cannot do justice or love mercy
ends In a wrong relationship to God, and then world today? So It would seemed---and yet it was But perhaps the most important part of Micah's apart from walking with our,Gqd. Morality apart
becomes manifest,in wrong relationships to every- . against this dark background that:Micah, ,refusing message-on Malt7 Street is.the practical statement from living faith in God is "really immorality; the
thing and everyone else. .- to compromise in the. least'with evil. proclaimed of God's personal requirement for His people. Liv- •second half of the Decalogue cannot be kept apart

The motives of false prophets are exposed with with certainty a messag e of genuine confidence in ing in the midst Of evil and with a hope.that seems to from the first: the dynamic of holy living is m the
loathing and disgust: the ultimate triumph of God and righteousness; be far in the future. God's people are challenged to relationship that man can have with God.

."As fer.theprophets Who lead my But the key to Micah's Confidence was not In man's a:slmple, reasonable, but total allegiance, To '_walk" humbly with God" means a deliberate

people astray, if one feeds them power to change man's situation-_-but rather his The Standard: A Holy People choice to agree with God by faith: to accept Histhey proclaim 'peace'; if he does confidence was in the integrity of God. diagnosis of-our social ills. and to throw our full
- It is not particularly disturbing, to listen to a energy into His prescription for those ills. The

not .they prepare to wage war The Hope: Messiah,Will Triumph preacher.who is concerned about the ills of ."so-against him. Therefore night prophet Amos amplified this: "Can two walk to-
will come over you...'_ (3:5-6. NIV), Micah's hope was a statement of faith in the ciety." It isn't too hard to gentlost in an impersonal gether, except they be agreed?" (Amos 3:3). "

very character of God, When man addresses the .pronouncement about the evils of'.the day. But'as" -To;'Wall_ humbly with God" means also that
'The vacuum that existed in the area of moral ills.of society he. oegins his thinking witll grandiose we listen to Micah. an unmistakably personal note there' must" be a deliberate change and adaptation

leadership was evidently being filled with hero- schemes for organized human assault on problems comes stabbing through• And it.isa very disturbing on both'God's and man's part.in order that continu-
scope-type advice and dabbling in the occult, more that are moreoften than not symptoms rather th_n note. , " ing fellowship can be reality. •
than superflc!ally applicable on Main Street today: causes. When man listens to God the focus and _ He has shewed you, 0 man whatis good.. God has stooped in love and mercy, and, far

"1 will destroy your witchcraft fury of his.concprn align with divine guidance in And what does the Lord requirero# you? beyond even, what Micah could comprehend, has
and you will no longer cast . seeking and finding genuine redemption To act justly and to love mercy , stepped into' our situation in the Person of Jesus,
spells" (5:12, NIV). It wasn't that Micah would have been afraid to .... and to walk humbly with your God (6:8, NIV). But God cannot fellowship w th s n._rld so man. by "

Micah.would have little sympathy for "believers _' face police, dogs or demonsti:ate against nuclea[
proliferation; it is just that he was'looking in an ' - ..And'His requirements have not t;hanged tb this God's grace, may choose to be made clean and holy

who consult the daily •horoscopes and dabble in entirely different direction for relief. He 'c0ulcl see .. . • very day. These standards are.thestandards of a in order that this relati'onship.may continue, and so
the occult and superstitious, holy people• that the dynamic for doing justice and loving •mercy .

Micah's treatment of the general, mo_al climate with the eye of faith_ a t me when peace would " . God is concerned with what Ido. Notwithstanding may constantly be renewed,
of his day resonates, with our concern for our qwn overspread al the earth• " " . all the nonsense preached in the misapplication of The only hope Micah saw for his people was a
society; the general clima(e of immorality, of greed, "Thelaw will.go out.from Zion... ' " . ; the doctrine of salvation by grace, it matters, and.it, renewal and revival of personal holiness. _'Walking
of widespread covetousness, and of selfish, grasp- Nation will not take dp sword • " ' matters eternally what we do. No,habitual neglect humbly with God" is our only hope today.for per-
Ing materialism are objects of.God's abhorrence against nation... Every mat1 " : ' of justice meets God's requirements. Sinners do _ot. sonal salvation, for directing our lives into any kind
and promised judgment: will sit under his own vine.. - • " " inherit eternal life. • . of real meaning, and our only hope for making any

Woe to those who plan iniquity, and no one will make them afraid" (4:2-4. N/V). God is concerned with what I Io_/e_with why I do kind of impact on the people that are thronging our
to those who plot evil On.their Micah's hope was not just in a future worldwide " ' the things I do. Right aqtions spring from holiness Main streets. No Monastic retreat, or unholy corn-
beds/... They covet fields and peace, with" prosperity and freedom from fear but it - . of heart. God requires the-right act for the .right promise will do for our day. With Micah we must
._eize,th_m. They delraud a man was in a Person. His hop.e was that God,himself reason• And-what we love is the.basis upon which proclaim God's standard--holiness. Then and only

of his home. a fellowman of his would become Judge and Guide• The Prince of . . . we shall hear thewo['ds--or not h,par--"Well done. •.then Will God's people become the "dynamic dif-
inheritance (2:1-2). •"... her Peace would st6al almost silently upon the scene: • good and faithful servanfl" terence" that will make Micah's hope reali!y.

people are liars, and theii" "... you, Bethlehem "Ephrathah, . .
tongues speak deceitfully_ though you are small among the " .
Therefore, I have begun to destroy, clans of Judah, out of you will " " "you.. •"(6:12-13. NIV). :

come for me one,who will be • "." Tv_oBool_sAbout Preaching the Old Testament _rophets
Micah promised God's judgment and His holy ruler overl_rael..."IYe will " ", "

wrath. And in success-oriented, materialism-mind- etandandshepherdhisfiockin, " " SO_¢t_g _¢W SObering. Old:.ed modern civilization such rugged proclamation the strength.of the Lord ...... _ ,
• carl hardly-beimproved upon• It' rings absolutely (5:2, _., NIV). . . "..

true to the eternal verities, even as it describes the But finally, Micah saw with the aye'of faith, this Something old, but classic,and:, the utterances of these heroic Sodlethlng New: Yesterday's
results of selfishness that fouledMicah's neighbor- Ruler would subdue all enemies and bring about a a must for every preacher is" forthtellers," saysthe Dallas Morn- Prophets for Today's.World, by
hoods, and corrupts qurs today, Preaching tiom the Prophets, by" Ing News.. F.B. Huey, Jr. (Broadman, 1980.

Micah blasted Judges and rulers who letcoi_sider- peace that would be eternal: Kyle M. Yates" IBroadman, 225 _'lt a young preacher could at- 177 pp., $6.95), This book, by an
atlons other than plain truth influence their de. "1will take vengeance in anger , pp., $7.50). This book g(ves Intl- 'ford on|y one book on the proph- Old Testament professor aiSouth-
clslons, end wrath _pon the nations that '_ mate glimpses' into political, so- ets, I-think this should be the One western Baptist _Seminary, has

• .. the ruler demandsgifls, the have net obeyed toe"IS:IS. NIV), olaf, and re glous backgrounds purchased. Mature preachers, nine chapters.,which presentvar-which help the reader get better to0, will fledtheir mlndsstlmulsted ious aspects of the preaching of
i judge accepts'bribes, the powerful Micah's c_nfidence is in the integrity ofa God acqualntedwlth 18great p_ophets, as they go over familiar ground the. Old Testament preachers of
i dictate what they desire-- . who will not forever Lolerate injustice, a God who Theh for eacll prophet the author with Dr..Yates to point out things righteousness. The author.aims at ' ',
• they all conspire together (7:.3, NI_/). keeps and guards Hie own people, and a God.who discussesthe literary qualltlesand they have missed on previous presenting these men as human i,

rl our society where r!ch white people;get away. is it] control even when the moral battle seems lost. ; th'e profound spiritual values of. journeys," the Christia_ Century unique, .and used of God. Huey 'd,
absolutely free with what poor non-whites wouldgo This is exactly where men of faith have always the prophetic writings, asserts, says that one aim is to help the

Yates gives 20 pages to the preacher start to understand the
to prison for, we can be assured that Micah would stood. And this is wheremen of faith must remain "The volume Is a compendium message of Micah, .making this prophets and learn to think of
not merely shake hie head quietly; hawould speak until the Prince of Peace returns, " ' of facts, stated in ci'lsp compact- book a foundational aid to the them as friends he wants to know
out In no uncertain tones. Somewhat cyrilcally-some Without faith it is impossible tO mess, but it is Juicywith spiritual theme of this Issueof the Preach- bettm" and preachers'with whom
moderns might add that Micah did not .have a please him. For whoever would draw truths which spring eternal fl'om er's Magazine. he shares a mission.

church board setting his sa ary to act as a filter to .near to God must believe that he Both books'available from your Publishing House;see which •truth she(lid and,which truth shOuld.not exist_ andthat he rewards those .
• be preached,' .... who seek him (Heb. 1"1:6. RSV). '- " "= ' " '. 7
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sumably delivered orally over a period of 25 years' Samaria and Jerusalem. In a power vacuum, with

or more, in widely varying circumstances. Assyria momentarily Unable to press to the Mediter-
For _vera.century many Old :Testament scholars ranean lands, the strong kings Uzziah {Judah) and

have been relubtant to grant the oracles of hope in Jeroboam II (I._raeIY had led th_ twin kingdoms to
2:12-13;4:l--5:8;andT:8-20asauthentiosayir_gsof prosperity and power'reminiscent of the days of
Micah. This was based In part on Micah s own de- ,, So,lomoh s.glo y

. scription of his •mission as proclaimer of Sin and ._' But espec ally n Israe the appearance of strength"

_d _0W-_ereY_ _/_I_ ensu!ng judgment (3:8b). Furthermore, in Jere- was deceptive. Olear:understandings0fYahweh's

miah s day a,_century later, Micah wasstill remain- " holy character and i:ommitment to authentic Cove-
bared as the Ib¢ophef of doom _vho announced the nan( faith had 10ng a_].obeen forgotten in almost all_
destruction.of Jerusalem (Jer. 26:18). The reluc- , levels of Israelite society. Covenant faith had been
tance stemmed also from the fact that some of the' exchanged for Israelite civil religion. Incorporating

. sayings foresee exile in Babylon (4:9-10).ane ap- "the best" of Canaanite fertility worship (Hos.
peered to ass'ume the fall of Jerusalem of 587 2:4-13; Amos 2:7b-8)'and natural patriotic fervor In
B.C. (7:8:13), both Of which seemed to indicate to an amalgam focused main y on theperpetuation of
some'a late seventh century-or exilic date to these life and government as is, certainly unable to foster
critics, strong character or moral resolve.

In light of this situation any credible answer on Confidence in the ce'venant's blessings had been

examination add, where possible the datingof each Judah, but little appreciation of the covenant's law
unltof the book. Granted our minimal knowledge Of as a maddate for society remained _Amos 2:4-8;
the varying situations in which the prophet spoke Hos_ 4:1-3). ..

" " over the de'cedes of his work. it appears, unwar- • Israel ana to some I_sser degree, Judah was
. ranted to. deny. Micah the possibility of uttering struggling with an economic revolution related in

oracles- of hope as well as doom, at least not solely some ways lethe altered moral .conscioushess.
Authorship proclamation to israel• If 7:7 refers to Micah "him- • . . on the basis of thb •contrasting motifs. The two S'maller landholders, safeguarded before by co_,e_

A century and a quarter after Mlcaiah ben Imlah self, we have in addition an intimate glimpse of " themes.are by no means mutually exclusive, as nant law now forgotten, Were being increasingly
stood 400 to 1 against Ahab's state chaplains Micah's own faith in Yahweh. in the face of deeply " Micah's. contemporary Hoses well demonstrates. • forced to mortgage themselves and their families

to declare God's word (1 Kings 22), God raised up foreboding circumstances_(7:l-6). " ..... . As for tile "Babylonian sayings," the well-known and finally to sell out to greedy land-grabbers,
s namesake of kindred.spirtand courdge, M$cah The question of authorship itself is not necessar; ..contact of 'Hezekiah's court with the Babyloniarl becoming slaves on their own land (Amos 2:6;
the Morasthite (Mic. 1:1: 3:5-8), to preach to Samar- tly addressed in describing the man Micah. ]'he -" emlssanes of MarduJ(-apal-iddina (biblioal Mere- 3:11; 8:6; and Mic: 2:2: 3:21'f.].
ia and Jerusalem.in the latter cleca'des of the eight work nowhere names the actual writer or compiler .: :-dach-balada_, 2 Kings 20:12-19; Isaiah 39) and thei' "
century B.CJ What is known of this greatman must of' the materials or dates that 'effort. It'sim pl,y at- : . Assyrian use of Babylon as a deportation site a]- The cultural-moral climate was not unlike our
be extracted from the oracles bearing his name and'- tributes the oracles gathered to Micah, without reaqy by Micah's time make it unwise to date own and Is perhaps best 'described in the pointed

i from Jeremiah 26:18, the only reference to him specifying the -ways in which they derive.from the .these oracles to Jeremlanlc or exilic settings without metaphors of the prophets who critiqued it. Hoseaoutside of the book of Micah ridiculed the Israelite hot-pants jet set as like a red-
This contemporary of Amos, Hosea, and Isaiah prophet, further ado. in-this writer's judgment, it is method-

sharedAmds's Judean peasant roots. His village " What. we have in this. book, as apparently •in the ... ologlcally preferable to assume the materials be- hot oven. (7:4ft.) Israel, he said, was a half-bake'd
long authentically to Micah unless there is compel, cake without identity (7:8tf.), a senseless dove lack-.. ing.moral direction [7:11 If,), and a treacherous bow

home was Moresheth (1::1), probably Moresheth- other prophetic writings, is a_ anthology of the _ling evidence to the contrary. " - ' (7:16). Amos styled the indulgent "dainty ladies" of
Gath (1 14) If so, it.lay 20 miles southwest of prophet's words, selectee and arranged either by The date of composition of.the book as it now" -Samarla as heifers.(4:.l).'And Micah pictured Jeru-Jerusalem in the low hills linking the Philistine plain the prophet hireself Or by others in his spirit, or
to the Judean highlands, situated on roughly the both. "The fact that the book appears to have a lit- stands.is difficult if not impossible to ascertain with salem's leaders as cannibals, devouring the people
same latitude as Amos's village of Takes 20.miles erary design unrelated to a historical "Secluence .. certainty>And whether Micah himself or another is in their care (3:1-3). None of this "cor]stituenCy"
east on the other slope-of those highlands, supports th s judgment. There is no a priori reason . . . . ,, . i'esponsible for the literary structure of the work one was eager" to hear Micah's austere viewsof sin and

Perhaps in part because of these common' roots that all the oracles must relate to the prophel ir_ . . cannot confidently say. But this writer sees no con- right and judgment (Mic. 2:6-11).
among Judah's little people, Micah shared Amos's the same way.or must have been spoken directly vlhcing, objective evidence for separating any of The passing of the strong leaders Uzziahand
utter disdain for the exploitation of the poor by by him. the materials from Micah the Morasthite, and finds

" .no particular reason why Micah cannot have _ad .Jeroboam, the arrival of the Assyrian presence in
greedy land-grabbers and crooked merchants and Because of the minimal am ount of information we.. significant irmuence on the shape of the work. 2 the person of the Napoleanic .Tiglath-Pileser III
by rapacious (3:2) capital officials who should have possess, about Micah , his tirrfes and full ministry, -- (74_-727 B.C.), an_ the:regrettablestaleof affairs

taken justice as their very charge (compare, e.g,, the student must proceed with great caution in the " I " " Setting just noted conspired tO bring Israel to ruin by 722
MIc. 2:1-3, 8-10; 3:1-4 6:6-8 9-'12; 7:1-6; with Amos matter of authorshJ d, We have a scant 223 lines of . Micah prophesied In the decades bounded by B.C. and Judah to the _)rink of dlsaster only a few
2:6-8: 3:10; 4:1; 5:11;12.; 8:4-6). Like Amos. _e was prophetic word out of what one Would.expect to the reigns of the Judean-klngs Jotham and Haze- years later. Micah apparently began his ministry
an incisive "biblical" preacher who brought the have been a significant number of addresses, pre- . ' . kiah, 742 to 687/6 B;C. at the outside [_1:1)..:rh_ warning Samaria of impending doom and there, at
covenant aw if_telllge,qt y to bear on his own opening oracle, 1:2-7, announces Yahweh's appear- the fall of that city, turned his attention to Jerusalem:society. . _ " " .

Micah also shared Amos's charismatic creden- _ ence to smite the Northlsraelite capital of Samaria. Matters there, though not as far deteriorated as inIt Is thus.to be set in the years before that city's fall Israel, were equally disturbing to him (1:8 ff,).

I (compare Amos 3:8; 7:14-15).. *David L.'rhompson . " " . Sargon II (721-705 B.C.) in 722 B,C. It may well days appears graphically in the string of assassina:_

rials for ministry
to the Assyrians Shalmaneser V (726-722 S.C.) and The moral and political anarchy of Israel's. last

Though he spoke as a prophet, he is not so desig-

nated In the boOk. I-:leself-consciouslY distinguished _;/_,]j_ is associate professor " _ ' . have been the catastrophic disorder InJudah's t o.ns which toppled three of her last five kings in 13
himself from the professional prophets, repudiating _ ef.Sib[ical literature .... " " . "_ " northern neighbor and the Increasingly evident years, violence spawned largely over the issueof

ofthelr "prophecy for profit" and claiming theSplrityahwehhimself and an attendant adequacy and __'_'_i;'_AsburyTheo/ogicalSam_nary':'"'. " Inner decay that first stirred Micah to declare God's submission to Assyria,sense of'Justice (3:5-8) as his sole credentials, for wo.rd to that dec,adent gene_;atioh. . It was In fact an attempt by Israel and Damascus
Thirty years earlier no one but the most percep- to. force Judah's king Ahaz tO join them against

8 - tlve (like Amos) could have toreseen the fate of Assyria that effectively op.ened Judah herself to

-. , : "'" . • , " , . • • . - , 9• =
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.., n,n,,u., ceroougnan,,ot--o':A,h,rO.,or,he--o,.oah''theiMiCaS'S: o{Yahweh. Unwilling to trust Yahweh fbr Judah's de-' poverty of the clergy. He is outraged by prophets "
•tense (Isaiah 7), Ahaz appealed.to Tiglath-Pileser and pr ests.who are insl_lred more 13y"sheckels than =
(2 Kings 16:1-9) ,;vho was only too happy'to "help. '• by the shekinah (3;5-8) who cater to the whims of• , , . . . • -

" The Assyrian responded by.reducing Israel's ter- their sensual flock (2:6-11), more eager to gain a

ri.tory by two.thi[ds and ravaging Damascus{734- hearing than to de_;lare God's ways (2:11;3:8).'They " I_ _1
732 B.C.). Ahaz preservpd Judah but at the cost.of, will shar.e the judgment of their misguided hearers _ by Alvin S. Lawhead*
independence and with great moral compromise says Micah• The prophet voices-'divine disgust !i,

under pressure to incorporate Assyrian gods in heard already in Amos (4:4_5; 5:21-24} at exuberant I' " "Jerusalem'slworshlp (2 Kings 16:10ff.). " religion abounding n Israel, religion that blithely flectlon of God's q_lspleasure with

Not only so, but Ahaz's moral ineptitude suc- mouths the old-time cliches but cannot whitewash Since the Book of ,Micah is sary to,bear in mind that Micah

ceeded in reversing whatever reforms his grand- the departure of vital.faith and true godliness, f _ among the minor protohets, (along with the other prophets of this pai'tlcular manifestation of Is-
father. Uzziah had accomplished (2 Kings 16:2-4). A fourth main theme of this great work stands in " " one might reasonably assume the eighth, century B.C.) speaks' reel's sin, " "

- " Soon the denunciations of Israel by Amos and stark contrast to the first mree. It is perhaps-the that any "specific doctrinal stody out against a.background of Over It is the.glaring -lack el justice

Hosea were more and'more applicable'to.Judah point of the book as it now.stands: the Kingdom will f - c_nfined to this book might suf- 506 years of broken covenant on (mi_pat) whicl_ calls forth God's(Micah. chapters 2,"3. and 6). evoking finally the come and God's- Word and worship will yet be• " for from a paucity of material• the part of God's pe'ople. These condemnation. As used here, jus-
prediction for which Micah was long to be remem- established among His people. Divided. by three - /.- However such is not the case., prophets major, on doom and rice carries far more meaning
bered: "Zion shall be plowed like a field" (8:,12 and recu'rring ';hears" (1:2; 3:1; and 6:1), the'book pro- } The name Micah means "who is judgment as expressions of the than our fimitec forensic under-'
Jet. 26:18). - , grosses as follows through alternating sections of _ ike Yahweh?' and as James L. curses incurred bye lack of faith- standing. It is" part of Israel's

By the time the fall of Samaria (722 B.C.).had judgment and hope, climaxing in a liturgy of faith ' Mays remarks,. - " fulness to the covenant stipula- ethical vocabulary and is thetions and relationships. Thus equivalent.of loving one's neigh-
vindicated the dire predictions of Amos Hosea. and (7:8-20). • " "The name is,al_propriate for'a .there is in Micah's understanding her.. James L. Mays says that
Micari. arid the results of Ahaz' policies had become 1:2--.2:11 Capital's Doom Announced - . • ' . . book whose range reflects the of God an abso|ute demand for mispat is '.'the tradition of values
clear• Judah was ripe fei" reform under Hezekiah and Supported . greatness of God. It is'difficult• covenant faithfulness expresse d•and cjuidelines which govern con-
(2 Kirlgs 18:1-8), There is evidence that Hezekiah's 2:-12-13" Remnant to Be RetrJbved " " ' to Imagine a'document which in two dimensions--a vertical el- duct in economic and social at-
reforms,supported by the preaching of Micah and 3:1-12 Rulers and Prophets Indicted . " God fairs and the declarations'of the
Isaiah. retarded the economic abuses that _ad 4::1--5 15 Yahweh s Rule, Now and Then " " ".coUldamore'°ffercomprehensiveinseven chapterSte_ti.,mension.Ofanda horizontalrelati°nshiPdimension'&'ltlTofre- courts el elders and heads who
plagued Israel. Whether actual spiritual'reformation 6:1--7:7 Yahweh'e Case Against Israel ' " : .. mony to. "YAHWEH• . • " God lationship with.others within the managed this realm of life, v_This
occurred in Judah is another question• Glib con- 7:8-20 Hope in Incomparable Yahweh speaks an.'d Is depcribed .as covenant community• consideration was lacking irt Is-fidence in Yahweh's favor without understar]dtng of
the true character of God's people• which Micah n these oracles for a people far from Yehw_h'-s • God of Israel an(; of the ha- Gbd's I_eople are unquestiona- rael's national I fe because of un-
denounced (3:9-11), could ;actually have resulted law, there is promised hope that both.they and the tions, -Judge and Savior, ma- . bly guilty of unfaithfulness in their restrained materialistic self inter-
from superficial "reform." natior_s will one day walk in God's' ways, with Zi6n jestic'in wrath and'astonishing covenant relationship with God. ests such as coveting tields and

Within.20 years of-the fall of Samaria_ Hezekiah a veritable fountainhead of Yah.weh's law (4:1-5)_ in compassion, worker of jus- Micah employs the familiar cove- houses and seizing:them (2:2);
himself was drawn into anti-Assyrian intrigues (2 For anation bound to go into captivity, if not now - rice and promiser of forgive- nant •lawsuit pattern in a classic ignoring comh_onrespectfor per-
Kings 20:12-15; 18:13--19:19), so that ;Judah suf- surely sometime, redemption and return are offered n_ss. He scatters his people expression found in 6:1-5. The sons (3:2-3), accumulating trea-
fered severe reprisals atthe hands of Sennacherib (2:12-'13: 4:6-10:. 5:7-9)• Downtrodden Judah js " " and collectsthem as his flock; basic purpose of this indictment sures Of wickedness (6:10), lying,
(704-681 B.C.). Micah warned of trimsdevastation in promised victory .(4:11--5:9L A nation beset "wffh he 'destroys Zion and "resur- of Israel is found in verse 5, "_.. In wait for blood and hunting a
a lamerlt," 1:8-16, sounding the death knell of' J u- faltering leadership is promised a Bethlehemite who. rects" her _. he threatens the - that You .may know the saving brother With a net (7:2); and most

" clean' cities around his home region in-poetry rich will "be great to the ends of the earth" [5:1-6). nations with humiliation and of- acts of the LORD"•{NIV), wit'h the appal'ling of all, prophets andprieS|s Selling their ser,_ices (3:5,
with sad Wordplays. (See the notes in the NIV.) . The final theme undergirds th_ entire work thee- - fers them peace, t Implication that they do not re-

Yahweh miraculously delivered Jerusalem'_frbm Iogie=411y,though t surfaces explicitly only "in the member The miraculous deliver- 11). One'ts reminded of Jesus'
- Sennacberib's forces as Isaiah promised (2 Kings concluding doxology• It is'the theme of Yahweh's Within this comprehensive tes- ance from I_gypt and the pi'otec- statement of princ pie that .you

19:29-37). But it is:probably a commentary on noomparable grace (7:18-20). It is Yahweh's own timony to God there is ample tion and blessing provided until cannot serve Go_ anc mammon.
Micah's own audien'ce that this deliverance was character which 'substantiates.bo_h.the predictions material to set forth a'clear pic- .the entrance into Canaan are ir- With this complete breakdown
ultimately misunderstood as proof of God's uncon- Of doom ane the promises as well• Yahweh's un- ture.of Micah's doctrine of God. refutable proofs o'f God's faithful- in the _piritual perfor_nance of
ditional commitment to Jerusalem and the Temple speakable compassion par.ts the Clouds and brings li4 the opening oracle in 1:2-6, ness in the covenant relationship. Israel the only eo_ rse of action
(Jer. 7:1-17). " hope. The rein nant to be retrieved fr'om the lame the righteous God cortdemns sin. By contrast the unbellevab e-un- .left.open to God is that of judg-'. • and afflicted (2:12-13; 4:6:7) will be a work of His God's wrath against sin is always taithfulness of Israel is implied by ment. The nature of Cedis un-

Meier Themes "- " grace. And His steadfast love will cast Israers sins based upon his holiness, and thiS the astonishing cry o1 incredulity changing and holiness in heart
Two of Micah's mmn concerns are (1) Widespr'ead .... h '.into t e depth of the sea" I7:18-20). This prophet oracle is reminiscent of the reve- n verse 3, "O my people,"what relationship with God and in life's

departure from covenant law and (2) the coming was more than a disenchanted. . peasant, railing ..- ._t lation of that holiness at Mount have done to you? In what have relationships with others has ever

l. judgment which he ties causally to that breach of against a society gone astray, He was a man seized . Sinai with such .descriptive ele- I wearied you?" (NIV) Thus the .(Continued on nage 29)
faith (2:1-4; 3:1-4. 9-12; 6:1-12; .7:%6; noting par-" with the grandeur el Yahweh himself. Micah• indeed . . ments as the earthquake and fire. righteous God has a controversy
ticularly the "therefore's" in 2:3; 3:12; 6"13). We have --"Who Is Itke Yahweh!" _ .._ God is also described as coming and contends with Israel•
seen these already in Micah, s denunciation of the
_'ape of the poor: He is grieved both over the hurt. FOOTNOTES forth--not sO much leaving a par- The horizontal dimension of Is-. " "" - ticular place.as going forth for a rael's sin concerns relat onships
suffered by these helpless ones when the law is not _. Micah _s a shortened form of the name Micalah "Who is like " *Alvin S. Lawhead
kept (3:1-3) and Over the'failure of responsible Yahweh."parallenforrntothenemeMichael"WholsllkeEIIGod.' .parti{:ular purpose, such as war 'between neighborswithin the" 2, Consult the sl_ndard crlucal commentaries and Old Testament - .against an enemy .God .comes covenant community• As the is p.rofessor of
leadership which allo'_'s the travesty (3:1). He. ab-. Introductionsfordoteeddiscuss[oneofthesematters.Espec_auyhelplul forth to display his holy displea- champion of .the poor Micah is blblicalliterature,

• hers the perversion of the very fibre of-society_ becausethey oresenlfull surnmarm_fromvarying_ersgectlvesare
where rflen's -good. energies are consumed with e.K. Harrison.Introductionto the Old Testament(Eerdrnans.19691: sure With sin, and this judgmerR particularly incensed by the spec- Mount Vernon• OttoElssfeldt.The Olct Testamenl:An Introduction{Herporandnow begins at the house'of God. tacle of the rich oppress ng the Nazarene College.
evil 12:1-3; 3:g-10), where justice and right are swe _t _6s); andmostrocenuyJ, AlbertoSoggln,Introductionre tt_oOld"
away in a tidal wave of corr_ ption and graft (3:9-11; Testament(Westminster.1975},See,especiallyLesll_C.Allen's'cogent BUt God is never arbitrary in poor, and his repeated demand

argument for ine Mlcan origin of almost the enllr_ anthology In The . his judgment of sin. Itls neces- for Justice and fairness is a re.
6:9-12', 7:2-6). The;problem is not lack of informa- Books of Joel, Obadiah Jonah, end Micah The New International 11
tlOl_ he asserts, but rather rebellion 16:6-8).. CommentaryIEerdmans,1976),Dr0241o53,
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PlltEACINI GTIlE GIL ATI I XTSOFYiC Ii
by H. Mark Abbott, pastor.HoughtonWasted,anChurch.Houghton,NewYorkandWilliam M. Boggs, PastorFirstChurchof lheNazarene,LosAngeles,California

MIMIMUM REQUIREMENTS' monies were not being rejected per so, the proohets Regarding the combination of spiritual and social none who passes over transgression,none who eredominates ir mercy, not wrath.

Text: Mic, 6:.1-8 clearly ndicate that they are wor'thless unless accom- concerns: (See also Neh. 9:17. PSS. 86:15: 103:8, 145:8: Jonah
Introduction . panied by personal devotion and commitment (Isa. 1:11- According to Donald Dayton, the early Wesleyan Meth-

Micah. a eonter_ porary of Isaiah.was concerned teat 17; Amos 5:21-24). " " odists "tested the spirituality of a ch(Jreh by its commit- 4:2.) - • .
Judah was headed for the same catastrophe tee Northern • Theological and Personal Application meet to reform but refused to substitute reform for piety There is none otherwl_ose basic character ts

Kingdom had ex_oerienced .in 722 B.C, Thus his book What then does God require? .. . ; Wesleyans el|an spoke of the COhjUnCtlOn of piety and forgivir_g love, and Who thus can deal justly, but auso
ir]cludes heavy doses o1 divine judgment and God's Not the "easy believism" so often" propagated n radicalism, e aiming to excel nn both areas" [Discoverit_g in mercy,-with our sins.
requirements for His:people. M cah was thus addi'essieg contemporary evangelical circles: an, Evangelical Heritage. P. 77). B. Ha'is also unchanging in steadlast love.

Here again is the great Hebrew wore of Mic. 6:8,

religious people, a people whose reli_]ion wasreplete Not the "cheap grace" sometimes practiced: "Cor_temporary stereotypes are shaken by the realize- referring to the elwne attribute of unconditional
with liturgy, formal observance and multiplied sacrifices. Not the segmenhn_ of life nto "secular" and hen that the major financia_ backing and organizational faithful love to all mankind and particularly those in

Exposition of the Text "sacred"; leadership behind the abolitionist crusade derived from covenant relattonshil_ with himself.
The first verses.of Micah 6 present the Lord's case Not the juxtaposition of "social gospel" versus"spir- the man who founded D'dnn snd Bradstreet (the Well It Is thus His incomparably forgiving nature and

against His people. He has an accusation to lodge itual gospel." Street _:redit rating firm) end his silk merchaDt brother His unchangingly steadfast love wh ch We face when
against them (vv. 1-2). It is an accusation that. desphte His What God requtres is the commitment of life in all Its Lewis and Arthur Tappen were two of the most promleem we repent of our sins. _, .
history of gracious acts (vv. 4-5). His people had become dimensions to an obedience to a God el ove,,hollness, and wealthy businessmen m pro-Civil War New, York.
weary of Him (_,. 3). and |usUce. As the commentator, James Mays,'hasput it:- Yet these two men so threw themselves into the reform Ih What God Does

Verse 6 seems to begin a ser_es of hypothetical "It's you, not something God wants" (Micah, p. 136). movernents of the era thst one tribute alter"Arthur's death Atattributes.leastthree activities spring from the divine --
counter-challenges by the people.. In response to-God's " This involves not only the personal spirituality and loving affirmed that, '1n the s a_/ery agitation, Its beginning, ts Ao He will have compassion on us.
accusation of failing Him, they hypothetically respond: relationships, which evange'icalstend to emphasize most, extent, its power, its, results_ it may be said without a "Compassion Is the tender cai'e lavished by a

" but also just acts. along wth a_quest for justk:e in the question that Arthur Tappenwss the pivotal center of. - - .. . . strorlger on tne _eed of one who is related to him in
What does God really want from us? world the whole movement'" (Dayton, P. 63). someway" (James Mays, Micah, p. 168).
Does He want burnt offerings or sacrifices of oil?
Does He even desire human Sacrifice? New Testament Correlation • " • . --H. Mark Abbott B. He wnl deal with our sin.New Testament correlation for this text is found in the Three Old Testf=ment words for s n--iniqutty

In other words• "Is' there some kind of sacrifice which entire Epistle of James. 3-here tt_ewriter also emphasizes
will satisfy You. God?" God's concern for. personal spirituality (James 4:1-10), HOW. GOD DEALS WITH' SIN transgression, and sin--are used to .encompass thetotality Of the problem.The phrases pqe up in the

The familiar verse'8 (s the Lord'.e answer, in it Micah loving relationships (James. 1:19. 20, 26; 2:8) .and as- Text: Mic. 7:18-20 passagein description of God's gracious dealings
. cites three things God does require, peclally for just" acts (2:1-9. 14-18). In fact, the" New . Introduction with man's basic problem. He "parclons .... passes

1. He requires that they "do justice." The prophet Testament counterpart to Micah's combination of.spit- While Micah begins with a portrayal-of God's wrath, . . treads underfoot . • • casts into the depths, of

complains bL_terly about the inJuslices of his day. There itual and social concerns is James 1:27 with its def- his prophecy concludes'with praise of divine mercy, the sea."
was oppression (2:1-2), marketplace dishonesty (6:10- , initio_3of"pure religion. •` God's forgiveness and mercy would In the future be C. He will demonstrate steadfast love and mercy.•
11), violence (6:12a: 7:2), ahd the leaders accepted Suggested Outline • " •evidenced inthe restoration of His people, follOwing their " The recipients of God's steadfast love and mercy•
bribes and dealt corruptly (3:11).. These characteristics The message could, follow a Q•uesbon-Answer format are the representative Jacob and Abraham, To these
offended a God of justice. . years of exll(_. "

2. He requires that they '_love kindness." The grea_ I. The Question--What do you want. God? Services of It is suggested that these verses are a Ilymn to be two God had entered into a covenant oath which
worshi p? Sacrificial offerings? sung b_/ a congregation. In fact, these words are read could be depended'on and which inlluenced ell ofHebrew word used here Is difficult to translate simply. God's people.

The RSV footnotes it "steadfast eve." "Mercy" is the NIV II, TheAnswer_-This Is what I want--All el you. annually by Jewish worshippers on the Da_,of Atonement.
rendition• while NASB footnotes It "loyalty." It refers to A. Walk humbly with God In Exod. 34:6-7, after the sin of Israel, God revealed Theological and Prectical Application
an attribute of God--an unconditional faithful eve to all B.Love kindness, himself .to Moses In much the same light. He is the God Though God is a Being of justice, expressed in wrath,
mankind, and particularly those in covenant relationship C. Do justice, who. in mercy, deals' with sin in justice, but also with as amply Illustrated in the rest of Micah, He is at heart a , •,

_' with Him. This quality Is also to characterize the servant Possible Illustrative Materials " forgweness. God of forgiveness, wno desires to deal with the sinwhich offends Hs Justice and separates Him from man-
of God. We too are to love faithfulness, mercy, loyalty," Regarding God's desii'e for total commitment 'of our Exposition of the Text

• .. , . " steadfast love. and seek to demonstrate these graces in" wholoselves: . The text moves from a discussion of what.God is like kind. Even When H_judges, it is In love, particularly
our tires. On one occasion when a preacher was making a stirring verse 18 to what God does Iw 19-20) The out ne of a with those to whom He, is' Doun_l In-covenant relationship. .= " ( ) " :" ud ment w tha view tO restoration3 " "

" ' ' To demonstrate this divine attribute cs to love un- appeal for a sacrificial love offering for mission'work, all message might well follow these clear thematic divisions - It ts j g . ' . "" ' "
conditionally (Luke 6:32-35), to love actively, (1 John present were moved tO give iiberahy. In the congregation,

". 3:18) and to love faithfullyor Ioyally.(Gal. 5:22). I_oweve_:,was a little" boy .whose heart had been deeply Of the passage. New Testament Correlation - " " l' 'ntrallt of divine eve s expresse¢; in.1 John 4:8; II ' : _ '_

3. God requires that they alSO "walk humbly"with Him.' • touched by the preacher's words: Yet he had no money h What Is God Like? The ce y . . , ,.
" ' The Hebrew can be translated "walk carefLilly" or.'cir- togive, His distress grew moreacute estneofterlng plete A. Heleincoml_arab/e, es suggested bythe rhetor': the steadfastness of His _ove n Romans 8:33-36, and _ , , .,.His predisposition to forgive n 1 John 1:7-9. The Cross, _ " .

cumspectly." . drew nearer• until suddenly he seemed at peace. To the Ical question which opens verse 18. The very name where Jesus, the Son of G'od becamethe Sin Offering, B • \ _'
This is the life of careful,.personal piety, which was In amazement of.the usher._/ho handed the plate to him. of the prophet means "Who is like Yahweh?" fu ng both the ust demands of God s law and His love, n... . ";

contrast to the merely formal, external .rellglosRy which. _the boy placed It on the floor and stood in Jr.He gave "Who _s a God like Thee?" There is Is the epitome of how God deals with sin. . , ' : _" .... '

oftenchareeter,,e0M,cahsdayThoughre,,g,ouscare-hmse,fto,he ord nonewhopardons,o,qu,ty,
. , . ,.. r . . - , • , , '''1_
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Potential Illustrative Materials The NOW Testament book which quotes this oassage as _
Quote fromLeslie Weatherhead; Prescription for An- foretelling the birthplace of the Messiah is Matthew. This the Oyster ts rritated it secretes a milky fluid that coats- roote¢ a0d grounded and 4ssues forth from htm as revela-

xiety, p. 72: was important to Matthew's primarily Jewish aue once. He the grain of sand that is irritating it and makes it bearaDle, tion to man. God deals fairly with men and_they are to deal

"The forgiveness of God Is irl my up n on the most points out that even the birth place of Jesus is consistent Hope s the substance o the pearl given off because there fairly with one another.", -
with Jewish prophecy .and the fulfillment of.God's re- is a problem, Or a dissatisfaction, or. an immedate It s this firmly grounded faith in the nature of God's

powerful therapeutic idea in the world." demptlve l_omises to the nation. AS _t_ugustine so aptly mercy and its demand for a just humaft response that
Once Lincoln was asked how he was going to treat the phrased it. The New is in the Old c0hcea ed, the Old'is failure, and he coats it and makes life bearable that• keeps Micah vigilant for the sa vation'of God to draw near.

. , • would omerwlse be unable to endure• If hODS dies, there_ "But as or me keep_watoh for the Lord; I wait in hoperebellious Southerners when they had f naUy been de- In the New revealed." is no reason for odr strivings.. "
teated and had returned to the Union. The questioner We are given a beautiful illustration of the implacable 2. Karl Berth tells a. story'about a-roar1 who was a for God my Savior: my Cod'will hear me."
expected that Lincoln would take a dire vengeance, but cor_mltment of God to carrying out His purposes in prisoner of war during World War For years he was Resources for Study
he answered, "1 will treat them as If they had never been hlstory_ God cannot be thwarted by sin. captMty, or mill- hold caotlve in a'POWcamp anq.cut off from any corn- *Radical Voices in the Wilderness, Robert Sanders.
away." It is the wonder of the love and forgiveness of tary superiority. We may grow impatient &nd complain,
God that He treats us like that. --H. Mark Abbott but He moves Constantly anH'_conslstently .to the time , • mdnication w_th his family. He d_dn't know if _they were Word. The Interpreter's Bible.' alive or if they were dead: if they were waiting for him or.if

when all people live under His.reign" in humility,and -they had been carried away. And as the'years wore on, Sermon Suggestions
surrender• slowly, a piece at a time. the man began to dio..Not from -Your sermon must deal with the consistent sense of

'='WHEN LIFE •COLLAPSES, HOPE.REMAINS" One of the finest preaching resources for Micah (or
any other prophet for that matter} is Kyle Yntes's Preach- any external circumstances, but rather, from an internal njustice present in this passage while emphasizing God's" " condition, until finally, after several years of slowly wast- expectation for. Christians to be deeply committed to

Text: Mic. 5:2 Ing from the Prophets. Yntes has this to say about the
The•writer of this text Is e man who lives in the midst passage: "Little Bethlehem is to be signally honored tn Ing away, just at-the verge of dying, there came a.letter bringing about a just society. Our own society is familiar• one day. Grimy and soiled from being oassed from hand " with the tone of despair that this passage creates. With

of great catastroohe. His country/ is defeated, cities are the' coming of the Anointed One who [is to} stand and to hand, the rotter had no return address, but simply, the Three Mile Islan_ reminding us that our nuclear rose has
being dastroyed_ the countryside Is being pillaged, the feed his flock, gather the residue of his brethren.-establish man's name. and as he opened "tthe letter said, ' We are thorns and. Watergate echoing that the land of the free

• f' nation's leadership is being taken Intoexile. " ther_ by divine power and universal nfluonce,protect :
,_ This. chapter begins with this -claustrophobic pro- thoin from• the nations, make them a supernatural, in- alive.-We eve you.'We are'waiting for you." His family and the home of the brave may become the land.of the' " had signed it. Suddenly his circumstances were turned spree and ti_e home" of the, knave • Americans have
• nouncement:"'Strengthen your walls, O walled city, 'for a Iluence among many peoples, remove the love of militar- : ' around, aT{d he was able to surwve because mere was lear,ned about me illusLons of manmade dreams.

slegelsl.4dngainstus.Theywlllstrikelsrael'srulerontho ]am and idolatry from them. and establish His r_ame " ". • • " kindled within him' a hooe that beyond hisimmediate .One struggle for you will beto formulate a definition
cheek with a rod" (NIV). As you read the Book of Micah, among them forever." " circumstance there was a reason for hopefulness. _Now in of Justice. Thepreceding passages and especially the key
the overwhelming sense of anguish and suffering comes Yates continues, "This picture of a divine Conqueror
.through again and again: pain like "n woman In labor" Is to find its fulfillment in the Christ who won His victories : just. such a way as Christians we have • a letter that we verse in 6:8 affect this pericope and should be includedhavereceived. It says, "1 am alive. J love you. I am waiting In the sermom'The most preachablo text seems to be 7:7.
(4:9, NIV); "Zion will'become plowed like a field, Jeru.. no{ by might, Or by power, but by His Spirit. He came as a - " • Abpve all. show your people the reasonableness of
salem• will become a heap of rubb e, the temple hill an lowly babe from remote.Bethlehem to bring salvation toa rot you:" " --William M. Boggs .• . . . . God's requirements_ the unchangeable demands He
overgrown mound" (3:12,NrV): God.-has."plnnned a dis- world so sorely in need of a Saviour. When the Wise makes of the committed disciple; and the dependability
aster against this people; from which they cannot save Men came to Jerusalem soaking the now King they were - :
themselves" (2:3, NIV). guidedto Bethlehem by this seven hundred year old word : " " - • • i : "THE VIGILA'NT FAITH" of His salvation purposes. Thiswill produce a vigilant

"._ "The prophetic message for thts situati0n'is bleal_ from Micah (cf. Matt: • 2:6; John 7:42)• To,that.little city . Mic. 7:,1-7 faih in them.
Indeed! It is filled with the sense of divine punishment for came the highest event and the holiest personality tn all Underst,;nding the Text - " ' Iliustrations '_
the sins of the nation. These sins chronc ed n Micah have : Israel's history." .. ]:his passage begins with an illustration of a man wno Suppose:you mot a person err the New Jersey side of
been summarized asfollows: . ' " '_ _'isits me ,orchard after, the harves is concluded. He the Hudson River near New York.City who was obviously

Resources for Study " " ' _]_'apes to eat. none of the early, figs"- he craves (7:.1. also. that he wanted to go to New York City. but that he-1. Oppression of the poor(2:2, 8-9: 3:1;4) My Servants the Propheis, Edward J. Young, Eerdmans " : " searches In van or good fru=t, but "th#¢e is no cluster of a stranger and who didn't know Where he was. S.uppose'

2. Unscrupulous use of power (2;1 f.; 3:10) Radical Voices in the Wilderness, Robert Sanders..'. " - . NIV). In despair he obsei'ves, "The godly have been swept was not sure of the direction. At the moment he was walk-
3. Lack of Integrity (6:12; 7:2-6) Word. from the lane; not one upright man-remains" (7:2, HIV)." ing toWards•Newark, in the opposite d rection. You would
4. Reckless scorn Of religion (3:5-8; 5:12-14) Preaching from the Prophets, Kyle Yates. The prophet Jeremiah _ill later begin a s_imilar vigil, in tell him to turn around. '*Do you see that buildin_ looming
5. False prophets (3:5, 7.9-11)
6. Greedy corruption in church and state (7:3) BermonSogg.astlona • , " search of a righteous man Jer. 5:1). up over the horizon? That's the EmpLre State Building.

Your. sermon will want to emphasize the certainty of. " " " " But Micah is completely,dlsaoPo ned. The season that That's the constant element that'sf_xeo, Walk in .that
This was a tarnished time for people whom God had so God's purpose and His steadfastness even In the midst of blossomed Israel's morality is over. The ethical fruit so direction and yo_w fir_81tyget to New York City." .

-miraculously delivered from Egypt and so graciously chastisement. This is the source of hope for the Christian:_ . . pleasing to the Lord of the vineyardnas disappeared. In . . _William M. Boggs _J_ . .
established In their land. . " whose life collapses, Beyond the pain of the present, its p)ace there is a pervasiye corruptlo.n where "the ruler

But our text sparkles with hope. Ifis set in the midst of moment is the redemptive activity of God. demands gifts, the judge' acceDts bribes, the powerful

sinful pronouncements, military destruction, and religious " _ Even thodgh some believe this passage was originally dictate what they desire" (7:3, NIV). The power, structure "_/_ =._

confusion. But the. prophet ts able to see beyond the written-concerning the birth of David, the New'Testament of politicians, judges, and leaders collaborate against the "
gloom of the present predii:ament to a new kingdom o_ tells us _t is wonderfully fulfilled it1 the blrth'qf Jesus, who. • - - helpless victims, of the country Even the best leaders

:. the redeemed; He s able to interprotd|vlne activity In the s the ultimate grounds for our hope. " " are no better than a brier.
exile and see an opportunity for the evangelization of We must clarify the Christian hope and disassociate it _' • _/ :Thoi'e'is apparently a complete loss o confidence in

other nations through the efforts of the dispersed Israel;. from the easy optimisms that may mtsl(_ad it. We have J. the moraliiy of the government• This great tearing ofthe
ites. believed In something called progress. We are not sure " "moral fabric Is producing a "time of great confusion'" ('_V_.)r-_ . /"¢_ . _
• Bethlehem is singled out as the geographical center for lust what It.means, but it is a nice word.'pleasant to think (7:9, NIV). . .....

God's redemptive activity. We know from 1 sam. 17:12 about. It makes us feel better to think that.everything is ' - This'disintegration has. produced a rampant paranoia
that it was the birthplace of David• The author marvels at getting'better and better, that we are living _n a hlgtle=;, mar'oven suspects friends and family• But Mi'cah remains
what n great movement came from such a small place• movement unfolding like an upward escalator and thus -- " " a firm advocate for justice.His belief in just ce. is firmly
From this obscure village came a line of kings who ruled " the march of progress is inevitable. We have.no.business " rooted m what he believes about God..The heart of his
Judah for a most 500 years• The.Davidlc reign is viewed, putting our hopes inthe illusions of this world or losing .... message is found in the preceding passage, "What does .
as theGolden Era of Judah. In prophet c language, "our hope when man-made dreams turn out to.be de- the Lord require of you? To act justly and to.love mercy
David becomes the prototype for the coming Messiah. captive, and to Walk humbly before God" (6:8, NIVi. Micah clearly
There emerges a strange mixture of nostalgic longing for Where should our hope be placed? The.Psalmist stands • believes in the activity of God in mstory, and the mercy of
the good o d days and hopeful anticipation for the coming with us ano -with Micah when he reflects, "Why artthou God towardS man. But he also calls for a response that _s
Day of the Lord. . cast down. O.my soul? and why art thou disquieted In demanded of man. l_here =sa demanding c_aim that our

Just as tiny Bethlehem was once the spark by which me? hope thou in God'_ (Psalm 42:5). ' faith lays up.on us. - 1_ .'"
God Ignited the destiny of Judah. Micah hopes for the ' • Robert Sander's points OUt, "m his own mind• he.is
time when Gocl will again send a mighty deliverer to His Illuatretlon8 "
people, and "restore the former dominion" of kingship 1. Do you know that a pearl is formed when a grain of making an appeal to tile only realstandard mere is for,
-(4:8, NIV). Sand Inbeds itsell in the mantle of an oyster? And because justice, t s not a standard that nas evolved in the course "How come you hnow so much about sini'"of history as mores and conventions. It Is .a standard

rooted in the'very nature of God. InGod all justice Is
'14 " -. ' " 15
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horses and chariots, this going ered to Moses that should they, with God's previous mighty acts
gument that God has never inten-, hand In hand with a backslidden Israel forget Him and develop a in the history of His people.

AL80 II OUR TiME ded for men and women to liveHOP_ without hope: It is therefore to be condition (see 5:10-11), Like Isai_ self-reliant attitude after settling Micah apparently ,new what
ah, he stressed that trust should in their land, they could w th cer- these were and their significance.

understood tllat when a person or be wholly in God, not in what has tainty expect severe judgment to for he referred' to the great act of
a Deople do not have hope there

_ by Harvey E.,Einley* .are reasons for the lack of it, this pendencebeenmaddenbYman.mannor In de- 20):comeupon them (see Deut. 8:11- GOdfathersCalling.Abr at)am°relectlngandthejac0bfore-lack having its opposite--hope- Third. he denounced the man- Micah, a spiritua!ly perceptiye " (7:'20} with the understanding that
r lessness. This Is to say that lust t

as hope arises out of a. certain , " ner in Which their -rituals and, and sensitive person, recognized God would show faithfulness toceremonies had become a for- to his dismay that the people of His premise'made to them.

"Life Is not worth the riving" :ered mol'e righteous than.the de- manner of living, so hopelessness } i realism, with no redeeming or his day had ether forgotten God He also knew full'well the sig-
life-changing impact on themor "Stop the world, I want to get str'oylng nation (see Isa. 10:5-6; follows as the result of a certain or rationalized their.ways Of living nlficance of God's mighty act in

elf'--these or similar expressions Hab. 1:5-13). It is tnerefo're dif- but d fferent manner of living. (see 6:6-7). He Was moved, then, to the pc nt of believing they had bringing • his forbears out of
of deep dissatisfaction and de- ficult not to hear prognostications The first step in moving toward to state what God's requirements God's favor and blessing regard- "Egypt;. with the.understanding
spair are often heard In these rather frequently made concern- having hope is that of identifying re_.lly are (6:8), and to-show how less of how theyacted, He refers that God still'was intent on man-
times. They are typical expres- Ing the current internatic hal and denouncing that which robs different from what they hadsub- to their flippant, arrogant attitude Ifestlng himself in a •marvelous

:sions of those Who have pursue_l., scene, a person or a people of hope. stituted for them. that God was hot at all serious, way In their behalf (7:15), He was
to the limit a•self-centered plea- Considering trends that are Micah was moved by the Spirit of Fourth, he denounced :their about sending judgment on those -fully aware that he and his fellow t

sure-seeking way of life constant- .dominant in the world, the future God to speak forthrightly and outright Idolatrous worship (5:1g_ who disregarded His statutes. He countrymen.were In the "prom-
y _a{aded before us in .media presents a very bleak p_'ospect in specifically about causes of 15). .recounts how after apparently ad- ised land"• wherein they had be-

advertisements and programs, as the mind of many, including, .no hopelessness and des pair of his " , Finally, he .was led to declare mitting to abhorring jUstice, per- come a great nation.
well as in "many other ways. These • doubt. a surprising number el time• " " " " the sure judgment of God upon verting all equity, and building At the same time he was fully
are thoughts expressed by per- Christians, The question which This history of man in goinghis " his sinful fellowmen. He made it the city with blood, giving iudg- aware that conditions being what
sons who 'experience a gnawing may well be on minds during sinful way has been that of not - " clear that his people, ,his nation, ment for a bribe, _rophets divin- they were, there was the prospect
void of meaninglessness deep in the_.e times is perhaps: What merely disregarding God's aws would experience devastation ing for money--after all this they of the land spewing out another
the caverns of their souls, for odes the future really hpld for us, but also of manifesting arrogance • 'and destruction atthe hands of a _ could still say they were leaning Impure people occupying it, simi-
such thdugnts resqlt when there and Wherein'lies our hope? The even defiance by his behavior be- pagan, ungodly nation (see :1:8- on the Lord and assert. "Is not lar to what happened to the Ca-
is r_ hope. purpose of this article is to set fore .God. This.kind of behavior 16). •Micah therefore took an ira- the Lord with us? No evil shall naanftes, his ancestors serving as

Preachers of the Word of God forth hope as it may be perceived arises out of forsaking God for portant step toward hc pe by Come _pon us" (3:11). God's instrument of "purification:'
have always had reasons to pro- through Micah who lived also in 'other gods and shows Itself in ' speaking' forthr ghtly concerning Micah• .like his prophet con- (again see 1:8-16; compare Deut,
claim that any nation which for- b eak,_dismal days. various destructlveways, as MI- the sins of his people, for their temporaries, was convinced God 9!4-5).; Lev. 18:24-28). These and " -. :
gets God or falls to give God due " can and his older contem poraries' Sins were the cause of their hope- would not ignore the widespread other considerations were most
place n 'Individual or national .I. Hope Grounded in God's knew all too.well {see also Amos lessness.. -brazenness and apostasy of his .forceful, _eminders that. God in-
life travels the road to destruction Fallhfu|ness 2:4-8; 3_,13_4:5; Isa. 5:8-25). B, Hope Rests on'Belief in Divine people• He was keenty aware that deed had acted mightily in theGod is indeed Sovereign Lord in midst of His people Ul_to Micah's
(see P,s. 9:17). In this regard Ma_y in Micah's time. as well Since• the history of Micah's ;Judgment upon theWIcked the world, that He does Indeed time, and that He would act
there are also an increasing num- as in ours, probably felt strongly time was ,that primarily chsrac- It seems rather strange to as- reign This' he knew from his mightily in days ahead.
ber Of analysts of the Internation- that the wicked should receive" terlzed'by rebellion and defiance sort that hope has. for Micah, Its knowledge of the history of his Micah thus readily understood
al scene who for various reasons their due,-that God indeed should before God, Micah was called to . basis on. or begins in, the belief people. This he knew also from that God had been realizing and
ar.e Warning not only of the deca-, pour out His wrath to the destruc- point out to the people of his day - in divine ludgment upon.the wick- an unshakeable belief dee D with- would continue to realize His pur-
dence of Western Civilization, but tion of.the wicked and their ways. that, the many wicked deeds of ed. However, here aspects of at- in his heart, pose in the world. It was out of
its threatened demise. They see However, the problem with Mi- their lives provoked God to an-. titude and of religious under-- - He thus recognized readily that this understanding, as_well as be-
the Soviet's plans for global.con- cah's listeners and als0with his ger. He also realized the close tie . standing are inherent in his bold judgment to come"upon the sinful ing moved by the Spirit of'GOd.
quest proceeding on -schedule, "Christian" readers today, is that between their evil ways and their denunciations of sin and precis- people of his day was a confir-, that he spoke in specific terms
perhaps ahead of schedule, of proper'ly !dentifying thewiCked hol_'elessness and despair, Fur- mations concerning the future mation of God's faithfulness to with great hope for the future.

Concerning the present inter- ...upon whom the judgment of God i- thor, he 'denounced specifld sins which are very suggestive in this His word. Wherein, then; is tNere ,A. Micah,s ExpectationCon-
national scene, Western Civillza- should fall, Now in Micah's speak- In the hope.that eyes would be regard. . a better basis for hope than in cerninga Ruler out of Bethle-
tion in its earlier history gave sig- ing about judgment with Its con- opened to see these sins as the A note of certainty character- God who is Sovereign Lordbeing hem
nificant place to .the Bible and • see LLent destrdlction, what does cause of their hay ng ho hope., ized Micah's denunciation of the faithful to His word? From Micah, Micah's most startling state>
biblical-based values, but In re- he have to say to us that has we would understand, there is ment about the future concerns a
cent times millions identified with direct or Indirect bearing on hav- The list of 'sin_ Micah de- evil of men's lives of his time•• . - . . nounced is a shocking list In view What was the basis for •this cer-
Western Civilization have, by and Ing hope? of the fact that .his nation under- tainty? Its basis was" in the strong none., ruler expected to come from the
large, cast aside the Bible and its - II. Hope Is the Belief God Is relatively insignificant town of.
values for.living, n doing ttlls A. Identifying and Denouncing sto6d itself to be the people of belief that God, having.given His
they have in effect Cast God aside Causes of Hopelessness God, wore would keep His..word. Thus Realizing His Purpose in the Bethlehem- of Judah. This an-
too. Thus there, has beerl e slg- It may be asserted without ar- Firsl, he denounced the corn- the hope O1 all the prophets, in " World "nouncement is part of a _redic- "
niflcantturnlng away from God to plete flip-flop of values (3:2a) this instance Micah, was not a While the basis for hope for "tive unit, 4:1--5:15, characterized .
pursue a godless, - self-serving which was expressed in a number matter of wishful thinking, Rather, Micah was the firm conviction that by oscillation betweenthe proph-
way of living, of ways: devising schemes to it was a matter of resting on a God" is faithful to His word, the et's present and future. This unit

In comparable previous in-: imlSose Severe economic oppres- . belief basic to hope,' namely, the essenceof hope for him was the or passagebegins with general-
stances, as the case with ancient *Harvey E, Finley slon on the struggling poor (2:1- belief that God Is faithful to His unshakeable understanding that ities applicable to the completion
Israel In Micah's time, God used is Professor of 2); abh'orr ng justice and pervert_ he y.character or to himself.and God is realizing His purpose in of the realization of God's pur-:
a -pagan wicked nation as the Old Testament, ing judgment or decisions in the that He keeps His word, . the world..This latter belief, or" pose In the world (see 4:1-5). It
"rod of His anger" to bring judg- .Nazarene Thee- courts (3:6); building political Micah no doubt remembered understanding is the other side Of Inc udes allusionsto times.of dis-
ment u pen ISrael, who on some IogicaISemlnarY. power through bloodshed (3:10). that God had decler(_d many cen- what may be said about hope in tress during capti_/ity and e_(ile
counts would have been consld- Second, he denounced trust In turles earlier in revelation deliv- Micah's prophecy. It has to .do (Continued on page 23).. " " 17.
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_LI_ US _R WAS by Wesley Tracy . ,. _ . "_ From Exegesis to Procla mation--Preparing to Preach from Micah 3:9"12,.. . . " ."
_lll_ IIn fo owing the typical steps of homile(_tic pro- Listen here; yoU haughty heads of Judah,

0 cedure from exegesis to proclamation, these Yo_, to whom justice is a vile stench in the nos- B.'What About Authorship? r' and immorality, Micah majored on the social in-

steps will be taken, trils, "The critical cancanS;us is that the text is the work justice which prevailed. Perhaps he himself hadYou who ale always twisting righteousness
i Establishing the text. of Micah himself. Even those who vigorously 10ok been disinherited by those who turned asid(_ the

Examining the Literary and Critical Concerns. sO that _ou can legally violate the ethical, "" for such things firid no lurking redactors or hidden poor In the gate in order to join field unto field. At

_) Exploring the Historical and Sociological• Setting You have built your political.and commerical , least he knew people who had been so treated.
editors in th s text.

empires in Jerusalem,
of the Text, And your great ranches in Judah C. What Is the Function of the Text in the Book of S. When.Did He Prophesy?

;;_ I'Affirmlng the Theologies of the Text, , The preface to the book says he preached duringThe Semon: "Nothing like Us Ever.Wa_." : On the lifeblood of the poor, by violent injustice. Micah?Your wicked oppression is blatantly obvious:. . The passage, 3 9-12 forms an. effective, climax-summary to, most Of what precedes it. especial y to the reigns of Jotham (740-736, all dates are B.C.),Ahaz (736-716), and Hezekiah (716-687), It appears,
• 1, ESTABLISHING 1:HE TEXT The judges and politicians sefl justice to

the highest bidder, a poor man has no chapters two and three, however, "that Micah anticipated the Assyrian in-
A. Language Study chance. D. What criticisms Should Be Noted? vaslon of Samaria. so he would have been active

The' first thing to do m establishing the text is to The priests are priests only because they First, Micah's reference to the "house of Ja(_ob" before 721. We are sure that 3:9-12 was preached
bring language study• to bear on it. Study :the key hope to fatten their walletsby extorting " and the "house of Israel".could be m seading. They during the reign of Hezekiah L-Jeremiah so testifies.
Words and, if your Hebrew is up to date, make your graft, are usually _Jsed to designate the Northern Kirlg- Micah may havedelivered the text near the time of
own literal translation. •Here is a literal translation The prophets slant "God's" message according oom. But In .th|s case. they refer to-Judah as the Senr:iacherib's invasion of Judah n.7(_1. •

. of the text which I am able to offer only with the to.the whims of their paying customers, threatened loss of Zion makes clear: -
-"he p of my friends." Then you have the'audacity tO mouth, t'ln God we , Second, Micah" challenged a sacred tradition C. What Was Heppenlng on the International

• . trust, . . . . " which even Isaiah may have held aear. That was Scene?

9 Hedrthis, Oheads of the house of Jacob, Heis blessing us aswe butche'r the poor." • the tong-standing notion that Zion could nevei" fall During the late eighth century, Assyria was fran-
0 rulers of the house of Israel, You think He will be pleased with.you because Of because it was, after all, the dwelling place ol Yah- tically tryingto hold her empire together. As long as

who regard juatice as an abomination, your puny sacrifices and because His . weh Micah.did not.tnerely edit the old and sweet Judah behaved .herself, paid her tribute (she had
and make crooked all that is straight, Temple is in your city_ tradition: _e thundered that there was no truth in it. beeome a tax-paying member of the e_pire in 734),and avoided entangling all ances, Assyria was Will-

10 who build'Zion with bloodshed, "Surely n.o disaster can come to us, God's chosen," "This took pioneer courage.
• and Jerusalem with violentunjust deeds, you bleat. " E. What Is the Canonical Fun(:tion of the Text? ng to let her alone. A period of prosperity for

11 Its heads make iudgments on the basis of a But hear this and get it straight. Yoursweat . is this passage quoted by other c;anonical writers? Judah ensued' Trade was expanded and c°mmer_
bribe, tradition of the invincibility of Jerusalem ancl If so; what use do they make of it? As far as I can clal farming flourished at the expense of the peas-

and its priests teach for the sake of reward, the 'Temple is dead wrong, tell. Mic. 3:9-12 is not quotedby any other canonical ants. Uzztah had set'the example (742) by develop-
. and its prophets practice divination for Because of your violent oppression of thapoor, writer in the New Testament. This text does appear ing an expanded system of crown lands, By the

money. . your.violatioh of covenant law, and your • in an Old Testament book---Jeremiah. There Mi- " time that MLcah roared his message on Jerusalem's
Bt_t.they lean upon Yahweh saying, _ mockery of everything Yahweh stands for, cah's prophecy of the destruction o'f Jerusalem and Wall Street there had been a long period in which

"ls n_)t the Lord in our midsf? your, precious holy hillwill be plowed like the Temple Is cited by the elders of Jerusalem in the'poor got poorer and therichgot richer:The rich
Harm cannot come upon us." a cornfield, and your blood-built city will : order to save Jeremiah from execution for. making wer.e lolling on comfy couches of ivory gulping wine

12 Therefore; on account of you, be wrecked, the same prediction that Micah _ad. This is found in by the bowlful and doping out schemes to grab
Zion will be plowed like b field, The very mount of the.Temple hill in which you Jer. 26:16-19. Thts use of th'e text s_gnifies three another 40 acres. Micah's contemporaries wt/oJoined him in protest included Hosea', Amos, and
and Jerusalem will become a heap of ruins, trust will become a deserted hill of scrub things: (1) the elders believed that the destruction
and the mount of the house, thicket_covered brush, tar God will Judge you and forsake you. spoken Of by Micah was a,Jerted by the repentance Isaiah.

• heights, of Hezekiah; {2} the words of Micah became a tradi- ,, ,,
tion of their own,being so remembered some lg0 D. Who Were the Rulers and "Heads" Chal-

B. Compare English Translations 2" LITERARY AND CRITICAL CONCERNS years later: {3) this introduces a theotogy that frees lenged by Micah in Verse Nine?
After language study, compare several English A. What IS the L terary Form? Yahweh from geographical limitation, reasons.HezeklahMicahWaSdidthenotCUrrentcallhimking"by.F°rname,strategiCBut

translations; A line-by-line comparison of the'literal This is a poetic doom o[ judgment oracle, ancl doubtless he was to be included among the"rulers"
reading with the KJV NASB, NEB, and RSV reveals follows the standard form for such writings: 3. ,EXPLORING THE HISTORICAL AND SOClO- (qes[nl and "heads;' (rO's). These.terms were u.sed,
little variance. Overall, the NASB seems closest to " LOGICAL SETTING OF THE TEXT synonymously for Jerusalem• officials. In Micah s
the Hebrew text, The NEB takes the most liberties, I. REASON .... day, appointed officials administered justice (or an
None of the English translations consulted pre- A. introduction: lines 1 and 2 of v. 9. -A. Why Is Micah called the Peasant Prophet?
serves the line"who regard justice as an abomina- B.. Accusation: lines 3 and 4 of v.9. Micah's name m sans "Who is like Jehovah?" He unreasonable facsimile of same). Formerly local -
tion." All except NEB render the ne"abhor Justice." C. Development of the accusation and the was from a s mall Judean town called Moresheth, elders and tribal chiefs had done this.
This carries the meaning quite Well, but may lose case against rulers, priests, an_l prophets, which was Some 20 miles southwest of Jerusalem The appointed officials were supposed to be the. - and about 6 miles from the Philistine city of Gath.. servants of Yahweh with an ob!igation to.preserve
some of the force of the odglhal. The NEB changes vv. 10-11-. Moresheth was Iocated on the Shephelahbetween " His L(Jrdsl_i D o'Jer the land. But they had come "to
the meaning by rendering "you who make.Justice. Ih MESSENGER FORMULA • the Philfstlne plain and the hill country of Judea. think of their authority in terms ofthe new context
hateful." "Theref0re on account of _,ou"-v. 12. His..famlly was probably Insignificant, or else the of the monarchy and pattern their practices alter

_, Beyond this, yarlance seems to be largely a famiiy name would have been used to identify I_lm.. its use of power. ''3 •
matter'of selecting English synonyms. Thus, thank- II1. _.NNOUNCEMENT OF JUDGMENT [v. 12) A brief description of the simple agrarian society
fully, there are no major textual problems to un- A. Intervention of God (Implied). E)oubtless, Micah was a son of the soil. '_Himself apeasant he becomes the spokesmen.of peasants" In Which Micah lived can shed further light on who

B. Results: .,Jerusalem and the.temple will (ICC). = Living between the hill country and the and what these rulers were. The upper ruling class
tangle' - be laid wasteJ " plains, he.had a firsthan(J view of the friction of the comprised some 1 or 2 percent of the population. A
C. Make the Text Your Own _ "

Next, In order tO make the passage your own, Thissame arrangement of aata can be seen in two systems of land tenure that operated in Judah. second echelOn of the upper class wasmade u p of
make your own.intel'pretIve rendering in English "other judgment oracles in Has: 2:5-7; Amos 4:1-12; Further, since Rahab(lain had fortified Moresheth, royal retainers and religious leaders. Beneath them
vernacular: Isa. 8:6-8: end Jar. 5:10-14. he had plenty of opportunity to see how the militar:y a few merchants and artisans operates At the bat-.. and government officials who were there operated; tom of the societal ladder sprawled the "expend-

............ " _ ........... While other prophets designed sermons on idolatry ables and degraded"_-beggars,.......................prostitutes, and 19--
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outcasts. The largest group was the peasants, stop these daybreak brol_ers..for th_Power to do it G. Why Did the Princes, Priests, and Prophets freedom' which the peasant could only dream of
making up some 80 or 90 percent of the pcpula-, was in.their hand'..(Mic.. 2:1). Micah further s pec f es Think They Could Get By wllh Such Outrages? when he was drunk. The modern man lives in a
tior Micah and his aching neighbors were part of" the cr rues as covet rig and se=z ng househo ds and Their acts of foreclosure on the poor were clearly semi-democracy- rather, than a monarchial state.

.. •this class. They were poor farmers• The upper fields and taking away the poor man's inheritance against the law of the Pentateuch. Injustice toward He is likely to live In a city rather than an arid
• classes fattened on their surpJuswhich thelegiti- (2:2). To take a man's irlhefitance was to takehis_ " the" poor•is f0i'bidden in Lev. 19:13-15. Leviticus' countryside, and be a membei" .of a small but

mizingclergy coaxed them to cough up." Against. livelihood, respect, standing, dignity, and very iden- -25:35-37 declares. '.'If your brother becomes poor scattered family. Debt slavery has' evaporated for
such an abuswe power structure. Micah rose angrily tlty. The.real pushovers, whom the land-grabbers . . . you shall,maintain him .. You shall not loan tlte modern hearer and only exists for him in histor-
to protest, scrambled after, were the widows and the/father, ._ him money at interest nor give him your food for Ical novels. Religion today rs free to be much more
E. What.Was Meant by the Charges Against the less. "The women of my people you drive out.. profit" .(RSV). This concept-is enarged in Deut. than legitimation of powerful men's notions. Women

Rulers? What Was the Nature of Their Offenses? " their young children you take away" (Mic. 2:9, RSV), 15:7-10. Deuteronomy .27:19 pronounces a, curse are more or less treated as equals to men; the
The rulers had proveh themselvds to be greedy No wonder that Micah declared that they shunned upon anyone who perverts justice due the poor an(J public schools have taken over the family's educa-

land-grabbers who wou d stop at •nothing to get justice like the plague and in the gate "made weak. And in Deut. 24:7 the death penalty Is set for tlonal task,
what they wanted.. Using deceit, legaj convolutions. " crooked all that was straight_' (3:9). _ "; .any Hebrew.who enslaves another. Further, there - The hermaneutical task is to bring these two
and bribery, they stole the land and stilJ tried to act In verse 10, Micah charges the leaders .with " are warnings that to.break this.covenant will brtng world views close, enough together that the text can
as. though what they were doing was honorable.. bloodshe'd and violence. This refers to their unjust the wrath of God. To these covenantal laws Micah deliver its divine message to both. It is not enough
noble, and even religious, deeds and summarizes a more bloodthirsty mete- & Co. appealed. Even the eighth and tenth corn- to know what it meant; we must know what it means. "

To understand their operations better, a brief phor earlier in the chapter where.he says that the mandments emerge from a nomenclature of land-

excursus int.o the competing land tenure systems is representatives of Yahweh, the rulers, had skinned = ' :grabbing and' enslavement. Still the abuses per- 4. AFFIRMING. THE THEOLOGIES OF THE
required, In the t_/pical simple agrarian society, the the people, boned them, and chopped them into sisted. TEXT "
land belonged to the monarch; He could do with it stew meat (3;2-3). Judicial murder _ la Naboth may _ . ,.

.what he pleased.. The land and the people on it be- have also'become a fashionable mode of expanding One of the reasous the ""heads" of Judah felt " The next step in building the hermaneutical
longed to him. The land was the economy. Who- the ran_ch. Also entering the picture we.are ske|ch- ilttle fear of God's wrath was because of a very old bridge is to determine whet'theological affirmations
ever controlled the land controlled the.kingdom, mg of the crimes of the rulers is Hezekiah's I tradition that Zion w;_s invincible, "This wasto Io,ok car be made from the,text, : "

In premonarchial Israel,, however, the land be- "urban renewal with a vengeance.". He butIt public upon God's relation to his people as necessary, and Micah 3:9-12 proclaims:
longed to King Yahweh. His and was subdivided by buildings fortifications, and a-water system for war-' not voluntary 'on his pa_rt. . to perceive tt as un- When leaders devise systems which condone

let to every'household in israel Lest anyone forget time. Living in a fool's paradise, he was planning to I] .conultioned by high demands" (ICC), In addition, and create oppression of the poor and disad-

the rulers and clerics thought they could get bY With vantaged, God will judge them, Even when they hold
to whom the land really, belopged, the farms were revolt against the Assyrians, The peasants paid the anything because their warped view of God in- to a false adcurityof.God's presence.and favor, He
redistributed by lot every seven years.' When. price for his folly, for he made these "improve- . eluded the nbtion that Yahweh was the sort of deity will judge--even taking away their security,rooting
however. David united,the shattered kingdom.of ments" via..corvee _r forced labor. Many debt- - _who could be kept in giggly good humor with out the very symbols of this false faith to whichthey
Saul, hedid so with the help of Cretan and Philistine ridden peasants were drafted into the forced-labor . f.i elaborate ritual and plentiful sacrifice. So they not
mercenaries and Egyptian bureaucrats. To pay off army. Leaving their and with no one to work t I • ,cling.
his political debts he made them large land grants -meant almost sure foreclosure. Thus the pool: were , only "leaned upon Yahweh." they actually prayed This could be restated more simply:

devoured and the rich got even more so;Sennaeh-, for and expected Him "to bless their nefarious. - .- -
in the plain.s-and valleys_ The. hill country was dealings. Their. suqcess at foreclosure, enslave- When "false optirf_ism'about.Ged's blessing and
already taken by Israelites. The grants were not erie's booty,list proves that fabulous wealth existed ":" mant. and field-joini.ng was evidence enough to presence eerrupts the faith by condoning or crest-
subject to redistribution. Thus a competing system in JerUsalem. ,_" them that they basked in God's smile, ling injustice, God will absent himsalt from His

of patrimonial land tenure was introduced. By Mi_ F. Why Did Micah Blast the Priests and the P_;oph- : - .. Micah's harsh remonstrance urged- upon them people."cah's time the patrimonial system had proven to be ets?. " .
.. - the fact thatGod's "demand for justice was more Or again:

tar more attractive to the well-to-do in Israel. The The ohl'_;thing Micah ever said aiSout the priests " ;: • insistent than.his love for Israel" (ICC). The capital False traditions, no matter how sweet, and wrong
redistributional system of Pentateuchal law was (in writing at least) he said in verse t 1. There he said.
losing the war. Devious entrQpreneurs were circum- they "teach for the sake of reward: ''" Perhapswhen city will suffer capital punishment, concepts of God, no .matter how comforting, do

" • not ma _e a people, nation, city, church, o.r person
venting covenantal law and "joining field unto field.': he said this he•figured that he had said it all. • H. How Is Our Society Congruent and - exempt from God's declared judgment against .

Hei'e is how it would happen, if the crops failed, One priestly duty Was to give instruction about Incongruent with Micah's? •
the Peasant would be forced to borrow from the difficult problems'which were li _;elyto be brought to" " .. : • When we Invite MiCah to the chancel in a moclern oppressors. " "
loan sharks n Jerusalem. According to Penta- the priests so they could render God's.will in the , ." middle-class church today and ask him to again '
teuchal law, interest could not be charged on loans matter (Hos. 4:6: Deut. 17:10ff.; 33:10). It seems .t .. . proclaim the oracle of MIc.3:9-12, wemust take 5. THE sERMoN: ."NOTHING LIKE US
to the poor, But Ihe land-grabbers'would make all that whenever a.two-party decision had to be made • - _,: " into account that the experiences and pre-undet- EVER WAS"
sorts of contingent deals which resulted m interest that-'God" always.decidedin favor of the man with - • . standlng.s of the hearers are so vastly different.that introduction
rates of up to 200 percent without charging interest the most money. In order to get their favor, one had _ • - some of them may not even understand the pathos Andr_ Glde, Frenchman turned prophet, has pre-
her se. The farmer had a tough time paying back to "fee or feed them. ''7 The pre phets were nobe{ter, and.urgency in the prophet's voice, dicted, that the downfall of the American people
the loans even if the crops were good. If another Their visions and messages r_gularly-favored the
crop failure Occurred, certain doom Ioome_l before rich and themselves Iv,. 11). ; - " Tile modern hearers will understanda little bit will be their optimism: Do we' not exude a naive-, " about social oppression, for they have seen'a bit of optimism? No matter what tough problems swamp
the peasant and his family. T.he Creditor might be In doing these things, the priests .4nd prophets : . it, maybe even participated in it. Some may Identify the wo_'lcl, we need not be nervous for "they" or
satisfied to take ;a child or two as debt slaves to pay were sopping up the gravy from a system Which " wffh the eighth century peasant, for they too have "technology" or "the American way" or "God" will
the loan: Or he•might.fm:ec oseon the farm, take oppressed the poor and broke biblical law.:ln sim- Struggled with systemlc'structureswhich stricture tak'e care of us. Good. ordinary Christians like us
the land, and make slaves or. hired" hands of the pie agrarian-s0cieties, one of',the most important ' " their lives. They may feel exploited in some ways need not worry about, world hunger, i_uman i'ights,
whole family. Such gomgs'°n were punishable by functions of theclergy is to legitimize the rule of the and know the1 they cannot do anything to change social justice, and the like--we know e'_'erything will
death according to the law (Exodus 20; Deut. 24:7). aristocrats. It provided a rationale for the peasants " the situation', The modern blei'lc wll! nervously note turn .out okay in the end: We are what Zechariah "
Yet by'legal ruses, the rulers perverted the law until coughing up their surplus to. the governing classes that the (egitimlzing function of religion still persists called "prisoners of hope." We drilt along rendered

• . it.prosecuted the very ones it purposed to protect., by adding divine belief systems which convinced In the civil religion which he may.have semi-con- immobile by a basicoptimistic hope that tidings will '
The arena of the corruption was frequently the the peasant that it was his duty" to bow to the rich. scleusly supported, Butbeyond thiS. the modern turn out alright, thinking that nothing is'demanded

"justice of the gate." There the officials gathered at "By legittmizing the actions of the goverr_ing class • " auditor will have to slip into the soul.of the eighth .of us beyond kicking off our Florshelms. grabloing
dawn for plea bargaining, backscratching, and in this way, the clergy reduced the need for costly century B.C. peasant'deliberately and on purpose if another Dr. Pepper, a bowl of chip and dip,- and
bribe-bought justice. 'Hel'e the poor. were turned coercive efforts."_ For this service they'were richly . • he is going to understand. The modern churchman settling down to watch a suntanned actress take theaside in the gate, (Amos 5:12) and no one could rewarded. - "

" 7 " - - will have economic opportunites and vocational "Love Boat" to"Fantasy Island."
20 -- • " - - .... " "
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In, JUDGMENT ON FALSE TRADITIONS . duty, the duty of living out the gospel.today• It may
mean speaking up like Micah. It may mean rising

, After all,.we are a Zion of sortsl we are God's .and babble of the b/ood A, Judgment Announced
darling; and while Gid_'s wicked France may be and.gabble of the breed . Explain. that: Micah told the community of the up as a group.to challenge unrighteousness.

Gerhard an(; Jean Lenski close their long book on

overrun by wai" twicein our generat On, nothing - dfthe grandfathers and the gi'eat-grandfathers comfortable and ca ousthat._their evil ways would human societies with a rather dismal rmte. They
like that could happen" to God-blessed America. " ' of the rats. .. brirlg the severest of.divine judgment in Spite of say that.the future of high-quality human societiestheir trac_tlon that Go_. would never let calamity
We are so secure because v_ know we are special And th'e Wind shifts strike, His beloved Jerusalem. He said Something is grim--UNLESS societies can:
--after all ';nothing like us ever was." In this type and the dust On the doorsill shifts - 1. Cooperate better:
of. fantasy, both Judah and the United States and eventhe writing of theerat footp, rints =that no other prophet of his century ever said:. "Because of you, Zion shall be plowed ass field; 2. Replace selt-centereaness with altruistic ac-
shared, Judah "knew" that JerUsalem was safe-- .tell us nothing, nothing.. at all . , . Jerusalem shall become a heap of ruins" (v. 12). ]] tion.
Yahweh would not let.anything happen .to His own • about the greatest cty, the greatest 'hatlon 3. Solve inter-societal inequality by sharing.
dwelling, . _,here the strong men listened It was treason and blasphemy to many ears, He

Carl Sandburg's poem "Four Preludes to,Play- and the wom_n warbled: Nothing.like _s ever told _hem that God was going to destroy the city 4, BeCome willing to deny 'themselves...
things ,Of the Wind" belongs to_all ages 0f myth- was.="" and the very Temple where, they thought God lived. 5, dominantHavefaith forcet°IOOkwhichbeyOndcanteChnolOgYorganize,.fOrmotivateanew
making men but it applies uniquely to Judah's B, The Fulfillment " and inspire.
yesterday and Ame_'ica's today. I, TWO SWEET BUT FALSE TRADITIONS - . Explain how: the prophecy eventually came true.The city was destroyed and the Temple torn down. It Seems to me that these social scientists have

The doors were cedar A, Judah's False, Sweet Tradition (3:11b) The elite were taken captive_ Later. they returned unwittingly said that the only hope for human soci-• • sty iS to live out the heart of the gospel. Isn't
and the panels strips of gold " " Emphasize and explain Judah's belief that no and rebuilt the city and the Temple,--but they were
and the girls.were golden girls harm cou d come to them because God would not both leveled again. And .today, after 2,000 years, cooperation, altruism, self-denial, sharing, and vic:
and the panels read and'the.'giJ'ls chanted: let" His own dwelling place be destroyed. Even In the Temple is still not" rebuilt and on th'e holy hill,, tory over self-centeredness what the gospel is all. . about? Does not the gospel reach beyond tech-

We are the greatest city, " "" their-wickedness they thought they had Gpd in a Zion. stands, something which _o some..Jews is
the greatest nation: box. His relation to them was a "have-to" siLuation. .... worse than t_e scrub brush which Micah predicted nology to eternal verities?. It seems-to me that this

nothing like us ever was. .' " The_/ never drear'ned that God's insistence on jus- ] would cover the hill, A Moslem mosque glistens in is the mission of the Church and the hope of the
The doors are twisted.on broken hinges. " tics and righteousness (3:9-11) would outv;'etgh His -' the sun on the holy hill Yahweh did afteir all forsake world. If these goals can be won, perhaps someday
Sheets Of fain swish.tt_rough on the wind sentimental love for 'them because they thought His hol_, hill because of the wicked oppression of someone can say, m praise to God and not to man,

where the golden girls ran and the panels read: "nothing like us ever was." ' • '. -....• the poor, and'the other sins of the people, "Nothing. like them everEndWaS."Notea "_
We are the greatestcity, - Let us lea(n that when ieaders and nations use the "
the greatest nation, . . . . .. B. Amerlca'sFalse,'Sweet. Traditions Fortress1"'Fosterpress,R.1974),McCurley.p.104Jr" Proclaiming _ne Piom_se (Phdadelpnla.

nothing like us ever was, Show that Judah's false dream is not so different shelter of sweet but false traditions of security inGod:s presence and favor to build systems which 2. IgternarionalCrmcalCommentary.from ours: Enlarge-on this theme, which is sug- _ TheOldTestamentLtDrary.p.88
_ - 4, "This view Is supported Dy I_arwn<Chanpy and others. T_loy c_te,It has happened before, gested in the "lntroduchon." condone and create Injustice, God will not only 3. Mays.MIca,

i'. Strong. men put up a city and got : . . . forsake them, but will also root out the very symbols 8bouttheblelicalevldencestrangeroSSatingWelllandaS"such.systoms:ofSOur_:eStheaSHebre_ts.Herodotus.who. remarks
a nation together Ih ABUSES BRED BY FALSE TRADITION • .Of.their security, s, Literaltranslatmn.

And.paid singers to sing andwomen • . - 8.'_b_d "
tO warble: We are the greatest city_ - " _ A. Accusations Against Judah's Leaders [3:10) . . .. Concluidon " " 7. NormanSnadh,EDworlnPteacTter:sCommentary,G.P.Lewis,ed

the greatest nation, The priyileged class in Judah reasoned: Since . . The Bible tells us that the destruction which (London:EowortnPress,lg56).
nothing like us ever was. God is bound to take care of us, it really doesn't Micah predicted was postponed for some time S. GerilaraandJeanLensKI,HumanSocieties{NeWYork:McGraw-make much difference how we live. We can.do :when Hezekiah the king repented (Jar. 26:16-19). Hin.1978),p.221.9. McCurle¥, p 110,

And white the singers sang "whatever we want--and they did.:The personal lives. And that is the first tasl_ for .many'leaders and per- _0 FromTheComplete,Poemsat Carl SandPurg(NewYork:Her-
and the strong men listened of marly of the elite were incredibly corrupt But : " i haps for most of us today--to repent, court.Brace&World,1950).Usedbypermlss,on,-
and paid the sit_gers well - ._ " what bothered Micah .most was the unbelieveable . The second task is to report, relSort to God for _. Ldoraltranslat,on.
and felt good about it all, " - " Injustice and oppression of the poor .... " •

there were rats and lizarcls who listened RSV). Micah's pronouncement Micah had considerable tosay
.... and the.only listeners left now .B. The Societal Scene - Belie AI_0 IJ 0lib _B l= for the future also stresses that it about the ack of justice, about
.. are.., the'rats.., andthslizards. (insert here your own info"rmal version of the his- (Continuedfrom page 17) would be through-.this unusual, the lack of walking humbly as

• torical-social settin,g as descr bed n I earlier.) Cite: ' .... " '
And there are btack crows (1) the makeup of society, (2) rulership, "(3) land (4 9-10), as well as return to Jeru- unique Ruler from Bethlehemthat. evidenCedofhisinday,theaboutbrazenthearr°'lack
crying, Caw, caw, tenure_ (4) lend.grabbing, (5) perverted iusticeof salem and to former glory (4:6-7: " general or universal peaceful gance. " - . -_ conditions described earlier (4:1- of showing faithfulness to God
bringing mud and sticks, the "gate," (6) Micah'.s metapho_:s for the suffering 5:7-9). • and His commandments. He; of
building a nest. of the poor. (7) the Illega!ity of debt slavery and • . Appropriate to the Inner struc: 5) would be realized.
over the words carved profiteering on the poor (Lev. 25:35-37; Deut. 24:7), ture of _his unit, there is the strik- From our vantage point in time course, ui'iderstood that during
on the doors where thepanels wei'e cedar (8) stress that while they Were making stew meat Ing declaration about a Ruler, and with the understanding _ro- the "course of the-realization of
and the stripson the panels were gold of the poor and living lives of outrageous immorality . unique in His person and In His vided by, New Testament writers,. God'sl purpose in the .world all "

- _ and the golden girls came singing: {hey still "leaned'upon Yahweh," " role_of eadershlp, who will con- we are able to say that Micah's this would be'turned around_ His
We are the greatest city, " tribute most significantly to the expected Ruler or King did come hope was in the day all idolatrous
the greatest nation_" C,. America's Sins of Oppression• _ Just as a false idea of .God bred false hope In realization of God's purpose,in from Bethlehem, and that through worship would be_'emoved from
nothinglike us ever was, Judah_ it has brought _Americans to the point of . , the world, Him many nations have been at- the livesof men and women, in

" The only singers now are the crows crying, "Caw, believing that they toocan ignore.God's standards, " " " Uniquein person, He Is de-. tracted to Jerusalem (see Mat- the day when men and women: . • scribed as One whose existence thew 2:5). Thus Micah's.hope as joyously met God's requirements
caw," . Along with all the good things and.the fr.eedoms

,And the sheets of rain whine in the wind and that are a part of the American way, some things by extends far back into antiquity, the belief that God is realizing as Indicated in 6:8,
• doorways, - function, if not by cleslgri, oppress the weak and the "Whose origin is from of old from His purpose n theworld has been Finally, he realized that it would

And the onlylisteners now are.., the rats.., and poor. Interest rateS, for example, are higher on the ancient days'.' (5:3, RSV); he shall fully confirmed and wholly justi- only be througl3 the expected .
the lizards . . small loans poor men contract than on the large _ Identify. as Shepherd-Leader of fled. King from Bethlehem that all he
Thefeet of the rats -- loans which richer persons contract, (Cite other God's people and shall hearin B: Micah's Hope also Is in the predicted on the authority of G_d
scribble on the doorsills; Illustrations Such as those found in the Ark Rocker - " HIs person "the majesty Of'th'e Day when Men Meet God's would become reality..name of the Lord his God" (5:4 Requirements Micah's I_ope Isour hope.
the hieroglyphs of the rat footprints column:in" the Spring, 1980, Preacher'S Magazine.) 23
chatter the pedigrees of the rats _ _ Bring in Christ's concern for the poor:

22 " "
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• Jby John B. NieJson
Editorial Director,

" - __ , Dep,rtmentofAdullMinistries.

• . nda mo range. Here are 13 meditations from. Micah. a devotion for each Monday in March April and May. . Church ot the Nazarene

The Power in a Divine Call warned about her sins many time he prophets This scripture suggests the nature of evil to The tragedy of such a situation in any culture is
- Elijah, Elisha, and Ah_os. But she would not listen, spread like yeast..Micah charged the Northern that there are always false prophets who condone

(MIc. 1:1-7)t" She continuer1 in the capital city to propagate and Kingoom with prompting Judah to rebel_;against these practices (see 2:6-7).'Disgrace will not over-
"The word of'the LORD given to Micah . . . the carry out fervently throughout the .nation the wor- Jehovah. The sins of Samana and of the Northern take them, they say. Does the Spirit of the Lord get
vision he saw concerning Samaria and Jerusalem': ship of the golden calf and of Baal, the fertility Kingdom reached, down into Judah's towns, "even " angry with His chosen people (2:7)? They rationalize
(1:1). god. She also practiced the low morals associated for the people--"ls not the LORD among us? No• " " to the gate of Jerusalem" (v. 12). BeCause Of Sa-

Micah, a 0rophet of.the Lord, lived and w.orked, in " with thesereligions. Jehovah and His way were maria's ,example and pr.omptings, the towns "of- " disaster will come Upon us"--no( Go(_'s chosen
the eighth century B:C. He prophesied during the . forgotten. Judah tookon the ways of her northern.neighbor, people. Their wor_l:is false because it flies in.the
reigns of Jotham, .Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings Of . .israel should have, under Jostlua, subdued the They alsosufferedthefateofSamariawhenshewas face of the Torah. "'
Judah. Jotham and Hezekiah were goo'd kings, but whole land of Canaan (see Josh. 1:1-5). But instead, destroyed by Assyria. God says, on the contrary, "Am still to forget,
Ahaz was most wicked. Micah'saw the apostasy of she opted to coexist with nations committed to The reaction of the man of God to Samaria's O wicked house, your ill-gotten treasures and the
the nation and the recovery of government during idolatrous abominations: As a consequence, evil. debacle was strong opposttionand fearless denun- short ephah, which is accursed? Shall I acquit a
the reigns of these .three kings. Since he preached bventually oenetrated her culture. Micah. therefore, ciation: Like Isaiah before him, Micah acted out his man. With dishonest scales, with a bag of false
through the days of these rulers he was a con- joined a'parade of God's.servants who warned " grave concern with weepfng and wailing. He went weights?'"(6:10-11). The answer is a resounding NO

• temporary of Isaiah and Hosea. His message has Israel that she wo'uld be severely chastised by about barefoot• and naked, howling like a jackal, (vv. 13ff;).
elements Of the same d v ney inspired wai'nlng and Jehovah. Micah lived to see his prophecy of Israel's and moaning • like an owl,'because the sins and cor- " The Ten Commandments _re still as valid as ever.
spirit[Jal guidance as in those other PrOPhets. exile, fulfilled in the year 724. B.C. By 721 B.C. ruption In Samana were "incurable" (v. 9). Micah, Men break these'laws to their own undoing. The

Micah's hometown was Moresheth, a village on Samaria was a desolation. It is "a. heap of rubble" in this Way, declared his extreme sorr(_w over the' • prophet's Word still rings out into the hignest coun-
the Philistine border, near Gath, about 20 miles .today. West Judah also, _l!cah's home area, was fate of his countrymen who had been so high.ly cllsofchurch,city, state, and nationalgovernments,
southWest of Jerusalem. His message was dii'ected devastated by the Assyrians along with the destruc- fa(,ored by God. His sorrow was Inct:eased because and into all our economic enterprises. The per-.
to both Is.rael and Judah, especially to the capital "tion oi the Northern Kingdom. so many innocent would necessarily be caught up version of morality ends only In brutalityand death.. "

.. cities of Samarla and Jerusalem. He lifted up his . When Israel showed hertrue, nature, that she was o in the general havoc of so merciless an. invasion. When will "we learn this truth?
voice against the sins of his people and warned or: boldly sinful and would not rePent, the prophet However, though Micah lifted up his voice like a . Tile Breath of the Lord(RuachAdonai)
the comingdestrut_tion of both nations. But he also - cried out. "Lookt The LORD is coming from his • ', trumpet,-mdst of his contemporaries did not hear.
foretold the eventual restoration of a remnant of dwelling place".(v: 3). He pictured God.descending The man0f God today•shares'Micah's feelings (Mic. 3:1-8) .

•believers in accordance with E_od's covenant prom- in anger melting the mountairls under His feet, . -. expressed here. He knows that the consequences .: "1am filled With power, withthe S_irit of the LORD"
. se to Abraham made centuries before., splitting the valleys, ,and scattering the waters with of the Initiationof evil in others is awful and certain (3:8). ....

Micah's authority came from the Lord. In this . his footsteps. Ruach Adonai is'a common phrase n the Old
record of dynamic preaching, the reader discerns a God is merciful toward the -sinner. But when'sin . : -(see Romans 1:32) Micah teaches us that the woes• of a righteous God hang heavy,over•thos e Who sin Testament. It reaches classicalexpression in the
rare and holy boldness. Micah fearlesslycalled sin reaches a certain level of rebellion, when the cup of and teach .others to copy them (vv. 12-13). What words of Micah, "But as for me, I am filled with .
what it is, a crime against the Almighty that canhot in(quity becomes full. then Gdd acts to stop it. Thus, grave .responsibilities have me vested .interests-.of
escape His wrath. He cried.out His warnings even in In Old Testament days, whole cities and nations,

• h - . in quity n our-tlmel Will our generation hear the power, with the Spirit of the LORD, and with justice
the places of highest author ty a d condemned evil including men. Women, cattle, children, and build- voice of God? Or will we go on say ng, ke Israe of and might, to declare to Jacob his transgression, to. . . Israel his sin." This phrase is somewhat equivalent
in whoever the offender, ings were wiped from the face of the earth. Con_ old, "Is not the LORD among us? No disaster will to Ruach Elohim, and means, "Spirit [breath] of the

Micah's courage without doubt, sprang from his sider the shame of Sodom and Gomorrah. the
. sense of divine mission. Called of God, he delivered extent of wickedness Ln Noah's day, the profanity come upon us" (3;11). Lord."• " -The varied expression of this concept is fouhd in
Hismessage no matter what the consequences to of Belshazzar (Daniel 5:22-30), the apostasy of ..its use with speclal"OId Testament personalities.
the preacher:. Throughout his career the. prophet . Jerusalem (Luke 13:1-5] and the blasphemy of The Violent Rich For example, when David was (_hosen to be king, we
was confident in the face Of difficulties, fearless King Herod (Acts 13:19b-23). Sin has consequences (Mic. 2:1-3; 3:1-3; 6:9_16) are told that the Spirit of the Lord leaped unon him
before his enemies, and "always on course in the and an end. The outcome is the righteous judgment

- stormy sea.he knew. of God. ° - "Her rich men are violent"(6:12)." In power: (1 Sam. 16:13): Iris used In the next verse
There Is nothing so steadying to a preacher as The wi_eckage along the road of history should Mlcahcastigates the wicked rich by pronouncing concerning Saul_--the Spirit 'of the Lord departed

the certainty that he Is In the centerof God's Will, remind 20th-century preachers of their evangelistic God's woe on those who plot.their, strategies on from Saul and the Ruach Adonai was "injurious"
sure that what he im what he says and does is what responsibility. We must warn the wicked or become their beds at night and carry them out in the morn- towards him (v. !4, NIV footnote). Saul suffered a
God wants. Like Joshua of old, God's true servant accomplices of evilmen. A people that can blatantly Ing (2:1). Because many rich have undeset:ved terrible reactionof desolation. Likewise, the Ruach
can work with the conviction that "no one will be flaunt' all of the commandments, slaughter her In- " " authority and power, they tend to become merci'less Adonai gave _amson his sudden bursts of power
able to stand up against you all the days Of you_" nocent, and live only for the. gratification of the toward the-poor (v. 2), mb the tourists in the land- against the Rhllistlnes, skillful war tactics to Gideon,
life. As I was wth Moses so I will be with.you; will flesh are already under the judgment'of'our righ- (v. 8); evict Womenand children from theirhomes and the power of artistic expression to Bezaleel In
never leave you or forsake you" (Josh. 1:5), teous God, Like Micah, we must warn "by pointing - .. (vv. 2, 9), ant use blood and sex for material gain so the construction of the Tabernacle In the wilderness

- to the "J?eaps" of history, that.they may es!abllsh.themselves securely, in the under k/loses. Ezekiel also speaks of the'Spirit, of
The Heaps of History city, even the Holy City, ;Jerusalem (1:7; 3:10). He the Lord as coming upon him, standing him uponhis feel and giving 'him his special messageto his

(MIc. 1:6-9) - .. The Beginning.of Sin charges them _lso with perverting morality, sub-

. "Therefore I will make Samaria a heap of rubble" (Mic. 1:8-11_) stitutlng evil for good (3:2).'He condemns those Who people .(Ezek. 2:2-3, 24). This idea is New Testament
(1:6_,. . "You. were the beginning of sin to'the Daughter.of rob the poor by using false measures in the market- . .thought, as when Paul says that he does not depend

Samarla, the northern nation of Israel, had been Zion" (1:13), ;)lace (6:10-12), who cheat their fellowman with de- upon the arm of flesh, but upon Godlot'his defens.e. . celt and clever words (6:12). (2 Cor. 3:4-6). . .r 25

24 ..... " ' " "" "All SCflDturo I_ Irom f/le "New Infernaflonal Version.'
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goals for Zion. For the most part, they are blind He will give them security from their enemires. (3)

False prophets are tho_e who lead God's peo- ideal will come to reality when the gospel of Christ, about Judah. Even to our day, they do not under- His shepherding will extend over all the earth. Andstand that the Jews have been regathered (from (4) He thereby brings peace to the nations. Hence,

p e astray. They pr_mise fleshly gratification, "'plen- _manating from Jerusalem, is preached throughout every nation under heaven) to prepare for the sac- Messiah's task is not just local, or confined.only to
!y of wine and beer' (2:11). They demand that they the world (Matt. 24:14), when the gospel leaven_ all ,ond coming of the Messiah. . the nat on o_'Israel, but is worldwide in scepe.
be paid--if they.are fed. they proclaim peace and society in preparation for the Lord's return. Christ The modern m ssiohary movement is playing a
security; if not, they prepare for conflict (3:5), They alone can establish the kin(_ of world Micah sees. Micah perceived the future plan of God under"
love bri'bes and money (3:1.1-12)• . How far we are removed from that day we do not . two • figures of speech. The Lord views His chosen large role In the extension of the influence ol Mes-

But the true prophet of the Lord has the Spirit know, but we do know Mat we must be comrditted people as precious sheaves. The ."remnant ''-is the- slab's message throughout the whole world. Already
of the Lord •in him. He speaks .for J'ehovah. The to this goal until He comes. " fruit of HiS harvest and He gathers them !ike a farm- It is leavening society, producing alhunger for theer brlngs in his crop at the end of an arduous gospel among the m ons of earths people. Per-
Lord's servant always speaks ethically, lie calls for summer's work. This passage alsorelates to our haps, better than we can know. the worldwide
righteousness justice, and truth, He fearlessly ex- The Lord Our'Redeemer time: Not only di_l God gather Israel from Babylon, . pl'eaching o( the gospel is accom plishing, tho_e
poses men's transgression and moral, corruption (Mic.4:9-13) but He is reassembling the Jews from around the necessary steps for the return of Christ. Our task,
and points sinners to the Redeemer. The morai is to keep the message going out bywhatever means God mal_es available to us. The
aspect of his preaching distinguishes him from the "You will go to Babylon" (4:10). world. God's people are the-harvest.of the cent.u[iea--- -a-j--least'• . Here is a mostremarkable proRhecy. Micah made The•prophet also understands Israel (the Jews) as
false prophet. . the thresh ng instruments" of the wo_ld. They will Church is Messiah at work, preparing the world forhis pediction of Jerusa'lem's exile during the "reigns

In this thought. Micah (as .does Joel. 2.:28ff_) of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah. Thus his evangel- harvest the good grain of the earth a_nong all.na- His literal return and the establishing of His king-
anticipates Pentecost and the presence of the Holy istic warnings occurred"while the Northern King- tionsm"Rlse and thresh, O Daughter Of Zion" (4:13). dora on earth.
Spirit in the Christian believers, dora was still standing. He watched Assyria rapidly The remnant are given •"horns ot iron" to stave off The Remnant

become a world power.and lived to see Samaria the plunderers and "hoofs of bronze" to trample out (MIc. 5:6-15)
A Warleas World fall to Assyria. , . the grain. , • "The remnant . . Will be .... like dew from the

(Mic..4:1-8) But the prophet was not alive when the prophetic " " Hence, out of, the worlcl's debased cu(tures, God t_ORD" (5:7).

"Nation will r_ot take up sword against nation, nor. wordof this text was fulfiiled_"-You [Jerusalem] will extract the good that remains. This He will add The themes of judgment and hope run through
will they train for war anymore"(v. 3b). will go'to Babylon." In'fact, Babylon was nqt yet a- . to th'.e wea th of the Lord of.all the ea'rth (v. 13; see Micah's'writing like colored threads in a •piece of

- " government to be reckonedwith, It would be 100 ' " ' Re'_,..21 26). n the •words of the apostle _Saul, "We cloth. His message to Israel and Judah is composed
The present prospect for both the Northern and before Babylon would become a world :•know that in all.tl_ ngsGod works for the good of of intel-woven themes revealed intermittently

the Southern kingdoms.of Israel v_as'anything but years or so• power. Yet Micah foretold that Jerusalem would be those who Io_,e him" [Rom. 8:28), God makes the throughout the prophecy. These threads have a
desirable {3:12; 4:10)• They had nothing to look for- conqueredby Nebuchadnezzar and tram pied by his wt:ath of man to praise Him common texture which is called, in the Old Testa-
ward tobut captivity and exile. The loss of property grandson Belshazzar.;"Surely the Sovereign LORD- " 1. ' " . . ' - ment The Remnant.
and home and children _,as immineni. .. does nothing without revealing:his plan to his ser- _ .. .... Zlon's Coming King . . Micah insists that Israel and Judah, .because of

However. n the midst of his dire predictions.the rants the prophets" (Amos 3:7). (Mic; 5:1-5a) their sins, shall be surely scattered (see verse 10-15;
prophet cou d a so perce ve God as Redeemer and As-God revealed to fsaiah that Cyrus_(Isa. 44:28-- :,
re-Creator" of the ideal•world (4:10), He believed in 45:1) of the later Medo-Perslanempire., would auth- - " ,. "Bethlehem. • • out of you.will comefor me one who also'4:9-11).nationsiS .thatOneGodreas°nmightf°rcleansethedispersalHischosen°ftheSeof
the ultimate eventuality of the triumph.0f the right, orize the return of the remnantofJerusalem (under . . will be rularoverlsraal'_(5:2), three basic evils: (1) Tru'_t in arms (vv. 10-11)
This. foF the prophet, had to be true or God would Nehemiahand i=zra), so God revealed to Micah the M cah gives the only.prophecy of the birthplace Witchcraft {v. 12_; and (3) Idolatry (13;14).
not be God. The prophet foresees a warless, happy, reality of Judah's exile in Babylon• (See Jer. 3:6-18.} . . of-the Messiah, Bethlehem Ephratatl, a ittle town to (2)
prosperous, God-fearing wo'rld. But the direwarning was coupled with the divine the' south of Jerusalem; It is not out of the royal The Exile fulfilled the last two of these goals.' Since the restoration under Nehemiah, the Jews

Micah's passage is almost identical to isaiah's promise--"There you will be rescued. There the palace that Christ snallcome, but out of the womb
(2:2-4)• Did-one copy the other, or did each ccpy a Lord will redeem you out •of the hand of your :. , of the common people. Micah's Messiah is the same have not as a nation fallen again into the trap of
third, or did each receive the same message? What- enemies" (4:10] - . person spoken of by Isaiah (9:6-7) and referred to idolatry and witchcraft. The penalty God exacted of' " " the nation at•that.time cured His people of those

ever the •case, the message is worthy of repetition. God, in this historical event, illustrates His re- In Matt. 2:5-6.
The same hope is spoken of in otherlermsthrough- demptive nature and purpose. In Christ thewill of " _ MIc. 4:1-6 describes the glorious future under sins. But trust in arms and human resources is still• " aweaKness of many n Israel. Howeyer, Micah looks •

- . - . . nout sacred Scriptures..(See Zechariah.8 Revelation God to redeem and save us comes to its highest . Mess ah s re g , The interest.of the natiods in Jeru- forward to the day when even this false trust shall
20, Joel 3:10.2.1 and Ezekiel 37:) " expression. Babylon becomes a type of our captivity ' . , . '..: salem Is for Micah the. setting for the-•need for a. be cured in them (4:3).

Micah foresees. Israel as preeminer{t among tl_e to sin and the Cross our redemption. We must .Messiah He will come to dblivei" and preserve the Again, Israel was scattered so that He might also
nations. God's brand of righteousness will flow never lose -sight of "the tho'ughts of the Lord .... : .. " city from depredation by her enemies (see 4:9-12). avenge his righteous anger on the nations that have
down from hign'Jerus'alem to bless the world of toward the repentant (4:12). " ' " ' : Messiah comes out of eternity; that is, out of not obeyed Him iv. 15). .-
nations iv. 1). All 'nations must, tbel'efore travel " .... eternity by way of Bethlehem. The words, "[His] " On the other hand. just as Israel was to be surely
upstream (so to speak) to worship God in the Holy ThePromised Harvest " _ • originsare from of•old' iv.2), imply the ncarnation, dispersed, so shall she be surely gathered {5:7-9_.
City. There they will receive Instructions from the •
Lord, and by that Instruction willwalk in obedience • .. (MIc. 4:9-13) - -. so beautifully' described In Matthew, Luke, and The r_mnant of Jacob that bad been exiled among
to God (_'. 2). Each person will be constructively. "He. .. gathers them like sheaves to the threshing . " tlonin°therportlonsMicah,softimethefromNeWtl_eTestament.AssyrianZion'Sslege(5:6-15)Pr°tec"thecomesnatlonS(seealsoW14:6-8,bereassembledand7:8-10). when Messiah
employed in working for peace rather than war iv. floor" (4:12). . . is a foregleam of the Messiah's role in the last days. .The scatter ng df Israel tO Babylon•and through-
3). In that new age; Micah says, the rig ht to private Both Israel and Judah were slaves in a foreign Thus Micah's prophecy .has 'both a literal "and a .out the world Is to bring special b essings.to the
property will prevail iv. 4). God wil be Lord over all land, They became a prey to other nations because• spiritual fulfinment; literal in "the sense that Jesus nations. She is like dew from the Lord, like showers
the earth iv. 5). With man's heart changed and the they rebelled against the Lord and His laws for " " did come out of Bethlehem; spiritual, in that God .on the grass iv. 7), She shall stand secure and
nations guided by the law of the Lord, the whole human community. They,• therefore, were le.ft with- always provides delival'ahce for thosewho put their strong in the midst ofall peoples like the lion of the
world will be secure: The crucial wordof the prophet • out a leader, Judgment and iustlce were a natural • .- trust In Him, forest or a young lion among lar_bs. All her "foes
Is that such a dayand world can be the work only consequence of their decision. Since they rejected
of the Lord. The humbn.famlly cannot achieve this God as their king, and since they had no proper This prophecy, literally fulfilled, was well known will be destroyed" (_,.:9).
goal without divine Intervention. leader, they became weak; disunited, vulnerable, in Herod's clay and was quickly on the ps of the The remnant concept, strong In Micah, Is also.a

This passage is most often applied to the roll- and unable to stave off their foe. Then the prophet religious leaders when the wise men Inquired about conspicuous element in the Christian g(Jspel. With-
lennlal age when Christ shall rule the nations and added that nations weaker than they gloated over " " where Christ should be born. In the general worldwide church Is the true Church
righteousness shall cover the land as waters cover their downfall iv. 11). Messiah pro.vldes four main blessings iv. 4): (1) --the Church within: the church. Many peop!e tag
the sea. To this kind of world, the Christian Church But the prophettook another look. He discovered - _ . Like a shepherd He will nourish His people, (2) along with the cause of Christ because It Is con- 27

and the Chrlstlanmlnlster m_Jst be.oommltte(_ The that the. nations do not perceive God's ultimata

26
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venient and. profitable. But the times that test against the Almighty. These without ethical righ- accepted I_ribes, and marketed with false weights an inevitable fact of future history. God's promise to
'_, "integrity toward Christ will reveal them that are His, teousness are an abomination to God. To the Lord. and balances. Deceit and dishonesty pervaded ev- Abraham and .to Jacob will .be fulfilled Iv. 20).ritual .alone is just empty gesture, God will have ery thought and act of far too many in Judah; Micah sees the day when the Holy God and His

• Lest We Forget none of it. Rites, ceremonies, rituals alone can never Because of the extent of this perverseness; God people will be united in purpose and work. Or elseevil is mor(_ powerfu than good a fact that our

(Mic. 6:1-5) , be su bstitutes for holiness of heart and life. sent Israel _nto exile. He chose a godless ha!ion to ' " t
• ' 2 What is God's highest good then? Whetdoes God punish His own people. But the Exile was for cure, JudeG-Christlan tradition can n_ver accep. Thewill"The LORD has a case agamst h s people (6:). - "

The Judgment of God on Samaria and Jerusalem clearlyl°°kfOrknowninUS?byFirSt,allpeopleMiCahsays the answer Is not" for destruction, so' that a remnant would be question before us,is not whether or not God
everywhere Iv. 8). All sa_/ed (7:'8-9) Goddelights to Show mercy, to par- triumph, but_-when? The answer lies In the holy

WaSpleadsSeVere.HisownBUtrightness--"theinthe passagerighteousbeforeactsUSofGOdthepersons know they ought to be good, Ddt everyone I : , don and restore Iv, 15). - wisdom of God. He "wit1 be true to Jacob, andknows also his failures. Second, righteousness is The restoration of all who'put their trust in .God is show mercy to Abraham" Iv. 20). _J_
LORD" Iv. 5). If ever a people.were ungrateful for commanded. God requires It of us. What God com-
all God'sblesslngs, the LOrd says that Israel was. He
pleads His case before the everlasting hiUs who rnands He enables.' And third, the commandment The distinctive, meaning of represents a,theologtcalconstanthas three i'acets: God requires (a) Justice--fairness " ;_.i_,_'_[ _o_t_inf' O[ (_O_ the divine-human relationship in the Old -Testament concerning
witnessed.His goodness [w. 1-2). . ,

He asks with pathetic tones what charges of to all men in all situatlor_s. This is the Great Com-. mandment, the Golden ;ule. All men agree to this {Continued from page 11) waSman,surrenderAnappeal°f tothetheWh°lelaw.writersthenatUreandofdifferentGod..FrOmperiods,VanouSthe
unfaithfulness Israel could raise against Him. "How
have I burdened you?." Iv. 3). He therefore.recounts principle and expect it for themselves. (b).God re- been the divine standard• Micah .would have . . encouraged truth of God's righteousness n

nest qu res mercy• Moral kindness is first. Our Lord said Is not IntroduCing something new
His goodness toward them and the miraculous E that we must •forgive if We expect to be forg ven. the heresy that the perform- providing salvation Is proclaimed,pnymore than was Jesus when He ance of precisely defined duties and Micah stands in a long line
that brought them t() their pleasant land: " Furtherrnore,social kindness to all, especially to the precis med the greatest co m- would provide a reliable gear- of such proclaimers.

1." Deliverance from slavery in Egypt; poor ant the needy, in whatever form we can give. An integral part of the t0tal
2. A'nati0nal leader; it,- is God's will for us. (c) God _requires, humility, man_ ment and the.second g!'eat, antee of God's good pleasure.. est commana ment. " ' ' " The God revealed to the proph- redemption ot God is reflected in
3, A priesthood.that shepherded their souls; There is only one God-- srael's Go_ Jehovah He • It is significant to notice the "ets wasno.rlgid lawgiver but, a Micah's understanding of God as
4. Victory over their enemies; and expects all men to bow to Him only. reaction and attitude Which greet- living will, laying hold on life...= the Lord of history: Certain "sig-
5, A home in Canaan. Here, then,' Is God's highest good for us. The ed Micah's preaching. Because nlflcant themes such as the Exile

And now the. Holy .City is like a. "high place", in prophet does not.speak el our natdi;al inability, to .! . . of theii: misunderstanding of the (1;16; 4::10); the remnant (2:12;
Samarla (1:5) :Though Jerusalem .contained the reach tills goal, nor precisely of the way in Which doctrine ofGod, the _eo'ple re- Micah's God is holy, 4:7; 5:3,-7, 8; 7:18); and the rues-
Temple, with.all the rites and privileges thereol, our rebellious spirit can be corrected. But the mlr= .Jected .both Micah and his mesC righteous, altd change- slanic predictions indicate 'MI-_
her religion had degenerated into outward form only acle of moral change isshown to be mandatory. _ . sage of judgm'ent troma holy cah's belief in the universal do-." minion of.God. .
and sprang not from the heart. She also completely We will look to.other biblical sources, like Jeremiah, . , " God. In 2:6 they are quoted as less, He is the Just Jus-
forgot the goodness of God and presented a sorry Isaiah Paul, and Jesus for the dynamic of conver- saying; ".. • one. should not tifier, the Lord of His- The messianic predictions re-
picture of degeneracy. The Lord had a right to Pe sion. Micah is content merely to point out that God " ' " preach of" such things; disgrace tory, the Judge ot sinful llect the prophet's grasp of God's
sad and to discipline His people, is our Redeemer and Savior. - " will not overtake us." (NIV) Micah men and nations, and final purpose and goal for man.

How easy it is, when We prosper, to forget the ' retorts in 2;11 that the acceptable ' " Consistent with other proPnets,
springs of our life..to beungrateful to the God who Sweet, Sweet F0rglveness - - " _. _ preacher would be one who ut- the Designer of Salve- Micah sees no hope for Israel ir
made us, nourishes us_ clothes us, and houses us1 (Mic: 7:8-20) ... . : ters wi_d and lies and preaches ' tion. the reigning monarchs.of his day,
Ingratitude was one of Israel's basic sins. Lest'we "Though I h_ve fallen, I will rise" (7:8). _. ' . . of wine and strong drink. Their but in 5:.2-4 ;_redicts the coming
forget.the pit from wlllch, we were digged, let us doctrineol God gave,approval to
carefully recount the goodness of God from the first We come now to the most remarkable workto the - . n the closing oracle of Micah of a Davidic Ruler from Bethle-
day He found us u[lto this present hour. morally fallen in all "Holy Scriptu re--the authority. • theh: materialism and greed.They (7:1'8-20), God is also seen as be- hem, the Embodiment of meo-

God's Highest" Good andpassagewillingness(7:8_20)oftsGodreadtObyfOrgIveJews ' Inthethesinner.afternoonThis vior,Pr°claimedhess whileand rationalizedMicahtheir ownproclaimedtheirrighteous-beha-,the salvatlon.lngrighteous InGod hasHisalwaysprovisionfoundof comingcraticof a new,P°werwouldu nitedandspelllsrael,peace'theGerhardcreationand'Hisservice of the feast of Yom Kippur in observance of - . . .-.

•(Mic. 6:6-8) - the Day of Atonement. It iS a reminder to them of . righteous .judgment of a holy a way to be both Just and the
Justifier of those who belie've von Ra'd says that this means

_'What does the LORD require of you?"(6:8). God's pledge to Jacob and to Abraha;m Iv. 20). God. Thus, in every age, the (Rom. 3:26). It is significant that that God is once more taking up

Most philosophies" have at the heart of their The sins of Micah's time seem to be four: proper doctrine of God-is essen-
argument what is" called .the "Highest Good. '_.Here 1.'Ingratitude. They tended to forget a! that God - . • . . tlal tQ .the correct evaluation of this is the final portrayal of God In -His messianic work from the b'e-
Micah gives God's highest ethical good for'the hu- had done in their past history to br ng them _int0 ._ men'S lives.Th s is profusely il- this book, for it reveals that the. gtnning_namely' n Bethlehem.

purpose el God-is to transform " The beautiful promise of peace.

man famity..Thus another thread is Intertwined With being, tosustain them, and to bring them totheir lustrated in'Jesus"confrontations ' judgment to salvation. As James in 4:1-4 is also a description of "with the legalistic Pharisees. of L. Mays says: .. the reign of God, wherein the
judgment.and hope--righteousness. The Judgment present position. -" - ." • ' • divine purpose is realized, with
on Israel and Judah iS the onslaught of armies of 2, Pretense, Religion was too often formany a. • His day, Though they are sinners, the exaltatioP= of the house Of. This I&ck of undei'standing the
destruction who carry, them Into exile. The hope is sham. It was perfunctory performance of rituals . .. • ,
the promise of Messiah who guarantees redemption and ceremonies In the Temple• But everyday life In nature_of Godcarried over to the " Justly. under punishment, God God. Throughout the history of
and salvation. But the Christ demands 'ethical the marketplace was full of deceit and lies. "" " " " peoples' concept of' acceptable Is Incomparable as the one biblical revelation the prophets
righteousness In His subjects in order that He may 3. Idolatry. God's chosen copied the practices .. worship. StUng by the prophet's whose forgiveness is more of God have looked for an age of

.contlnuetobethe]rLeader. Hewlllnotcompromlse andreligm'usrltesoftheCanaanltlshnatlonaaround • " • . ndctment', they askconcerning powerful than their sins. He sal_,ation and peace (2 Peter 3:'13;
with evil. God.forgives the past sins of His chosen them. Judah even copied the perversions of her " the requirements of approach to _ delights n mercy and Will not Romans 6:22_23) as theclimactic- . express]on of. redem ptlve activity

In order that He may fulfill, the hopes inspired In neighbor to the. north, the Kingdom of Israel. This God In terms of offerings and pe=;sist in anger, Their salvationdepends, not on them but or_ of the Creator.
Commentary,

His people by the Messiah (see 7:16-1g). Mercy Is was es peclally offensive to Jehovah. Israel had long . sacrifices (6:6-7), The answer IPhlladelphla_ The

the purpose of Messiah's Coming. since opted, out of Judah's b esslngs. Now Judah shows that their emphasis Is to- something n i_lm.4 _ JamesL, MaYS.1976},M/¢ah:p.1A
The passage _efore us tells us simply that ritual- joined those that played the harlot. .: _ tallywrong--God I_ not primarily The wording of this orecle Is T_,_Caays,d_Testamentp.19. Library

Ism Is Insufficient as a substitute for ethical rlgh- 4. Dishonesty.. What many in Judah professed Concerned withthe ceremonial based upon a theologlcel formula westminsterpress,
, 3. W_ther "EIchrodt, rheolo_ly o1 f_o Old

teousness or to rectify past wrongs. Even a person's on the Sabbath was a far'cry from what they prac- or more outward expressions of expressed numerous times in the 2
To_fanl_nt, transl. J. A.-B_ker. The Old Testa-

" . ment Library (PhiladelDilla: 3"he Westminster

ultimate aossible payment, II_;ethousands:of rams ticed the other six days of the-weak, The rich devotion, butwith inner heart attl- Old .Testament (Exod. 34:6; Neh
or ten thousand rivers of oll or the sacrifice of one's stripped the skin from the poor, evicted the widow tudes and resultant ethical con- 9:17; Pa, 86:15; 103:8; 145:8; Press,t961}.vol.1,p.364
own offsprlng_ is insufficient atonement for crimes and her children from ttlelr homes, demanded and duct, EIchrodt says'of the matter: Jonah 4:2). As such1 this theme 4,.M_vs,_,_. . " 29
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A second chapter, in this story
opened In 1865 when the Morning

Sunday School and Missions Star began showing Inevitable signs -
of wear from battleswithsea. storms,

_.,_r_.._.._.._._._r_._._._.._._C._._-_._-_-_-'_-_"__ and coral reefs. Some of the mls-+ 4. slonaries returned to a now-divided
homeland to request funds for a new

HERITA6EOF v+.,,,.,,, ,oo+o+,n.+°++on+DINE States. there was some doubt that
they could raise the $25.000 needed
to replace the Morning Star. Once

 Uii| 6 STATHE .,+o,++++,+.+wo,++_and Sunday Schoo groups collected
$28,700 to build a new ship, the
Morning Star IL

" The new ship typified the state of

,_,_,_,_-_r_,,_-_-_--_,,_,_-,_'_'_"_"_'_"h"_'_'___-_ "the art in +Americanshipbuilding. In
additionto eight broad sails, she was /

by Tim White I propelledby a medium,sized steam• ' engine that was essential when skies
Star II first

X,s the Sunday School enters =is This is really thestory of five ships, phoons, and tribal warfare. Prior to were calm,The.Morning
third century, a glance into his- all bearing the name. Morning Star. 1856, travel •between =slands was came to Ponape. Micronesia. tn the

tory demonstrates its vital link with It begins in 1851. when three mls- dangerous and .limited to a small summer of 1867. She was met by
the missionary outreach of- the sionary families left Hawaii to serve number of charter boats and the - Rev.Albert _turges, who was.now a
church. World evangelization and Io- the islandsof Micronesta.about three irregular schedules of the U.S. Navy ; 16-year veteran.of work in the Caro-
calChristlan education are too often thousand, miles' west of "Honolulu. schooners that patrolled this remote " " lines. This ship. too, served as an -' " Instrumen't of mercy for the mission- ship_teady-until agood breeze could, was far'different in design.from the.

separated in our highly compart- Rev. and Mrs. B. G. Snow, Dr+anc_ area. aries• In 1,868.civil war broke outat blow them out to sea. The good powerful stoamsh p.Morning Star V
mentalized church structures. The. Mrs. L. H. Gullck and ReV. and Mrs. In 1855 the ABFM proposed the . " - Apa_ang and Tarawa n the G_lbert breeze nev'ercame. Instead. the ship which sailed the Pacific'waters 30
tradition of the church points, to a Albert Sturges pioneered the work of ides of making s "missionary packet
more interdependent _elatlonshlp. " the'American Board of Foreign' Mis- (ship}.".aproject for American Sun-. Islands. Missionary Rev.Hiram Sing- was hit by an autumn squall that years latei'.There remains asymbolic
The story of the missionary,ship, " sign (ASFM). enduring.hardshipsthat day Schools. Throughout 1856. re- ham wrote that "during 10 Weeks we hammered _t into the coral reef unity between :all of the ships, how-
Morning Star, show a way thet._.the were difficult to Imagir]e. even 130 turning missionariescrisscrossedthe_ . passed through more tridls from GII- around the island. Though the ship's" ever. for they demonstrate the con-
potential energy of the Sunday years ago. In many cases, they were United States. challenging churches bert Islanders than any _f us had "hull was smashed. ,the crt_w man- trlbution that the Sunday School can
School ca_ be unleashed through the natives'first contactwith Western "with the need of reliable transports- " • " been called' to meet before•" Ut6- • aged,to load everyone safely into the make to other areas of ministry. In
the work of missions,revitalizing both civilization. The difficultyof their work lion for the m=ssionaries'onthe field, . merely they were forced td abandon lifeboats, addition to. serving its educational
in the process., was compounded by disease, ty- All acrossthe country, children gave " - the-mission, and it was the Morning Even this trhgedy did not end the function, the Sunday School is a val-• through their Sunday, Schools to Star II that safely evacuated the mis- story Ofthe Morning Star missionary uabte resource for both personnel

_,_,_._.,_',_,,_,_,,_,_,_.,_,_,h,-_._,h-_,_,,_-,_,'h-___ make the Morning Star a reality. The . " slonaryfamily, ships• Three more times in-the next and financial support. Through thisname came from Revelation 22:16. In .another critical situation, the 15 years the missionai'Ies were ministry the laity have been chal-
"_ " • "_" where Jesus is identified as "the Morning Star II brought emergency forced to go to American Sunday lenged to reach beyond themselves." for a new to develop their own ministry and to

bright and morning star." Ultimately; . supplies to Ponape following a ty- Schools to request fundsabout $12,000 was raised through gheon that destroyed almost, every strip, and each time the Sunday support the ministry of others• ThisSchools came .through..The three- Is the heritage and promise reflected
their efforts, more than enough to . building on the island• Even i_ this "/r
bull_ and outfit a multi-purpose ves- , : Incident." Rev. Sturges. saw_God's sailed schooner christened.in 1856 by the Morning Star.

,_, "_ sel. Though the Star was not.a large providence In action. Following me .ship. her wooden hullwasbig enough storm: the people of the island re- _.._.._._._r._._._._._._._._r_._._._._Cr'_"_'_'_'_'_'_
- bul t their fragile.church, in his diary. _.

to shuttle the missionaries' families - ,"and caPgo between islands without - ".Rev. Sturges observed, ' am glad h-
._ -difficulty. - We'came here, and I am glad the wind _" r

Back on the island of Kuseie._a 'blew down the church. Ishag g(_away _"
•_. rebeliion was' brewing. Two tribal with a stronger feeling that 16 years

factions began fighting, and the mls- _'._ ' " of very .hard labor on a very. hard _.slonarles, caught r_the middle, fled '_ield has not been wholly .last. We ¢_
the hills. The Morning Star's first will return to dedicate the [new] ._

i _ The Star provided the Snow.faml!y the Carolinas on her last voyage on "_

port of call at Kusale on September " church." "_ _"

i t°8. 1857 turned into a rescue mission. The'Mo['n/ng Star II left Kusale in- -_ _-

October 18. 1869. Although the t+lp
,=A

a means of escape, and a chance :to

,_, regainflagging strength: Similar con+ " " began.without difficulty, things were _"
,+_

-h ,_ ditlons were discoveres at Ponape. not as piac d as they seemed. A "_where the Sturges family had been " strong undercurrent draw the ship "_ _"
"_" reduced to a starvation diet. in both .+ • . . beck toward'land like a magnet. The '_

"_ _ cases, the Star meant survl_.'al, ship's engine alone was not powerfulThrough +10years of service, the ship enough to fight the current The cap_ ._ _.

_r,_-_r'_-'_'_'_'_"_'THE MORNING STAR I "_"_'_"_"_"_'_'_'_"_ was the lifeline to c_vlllzatlon,safety. . lain worked out a strategy that ne "_andsupplies.forthemisslonarles. - hoped woul¢l save the ship. At a "_
. + del_th'oftwenty fathoms(t20 feet), he ,_,,_,,_._.,_,_-,_.,_-,__r_ _.,_-THE MORNING STAR V _r_'_ _ _'_:_r "_"_+_'_r_"

30 . dropped anchor, hoping to hold.the . • 31
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Confession... could there be a more appropriate Lenten !heme?

r P

WHEREDOESCONFESSIONFIT IN?
t_y Philip N. Metcalfe, Pastor,Church of the Nazarene,Royersford.Pennsylvani_

Y

If we were to play a word-association game with it at all. at.the peril of your soul. At all events go to
. I "confession." what would Come to mind? Super- one In Whom you Can con'fide, and speak just what

fluous? Passe? Superseded? Roman Catholicism? you feel.' God will enable him t0speak a word in
Does it really belong to a Christian life-styl(_? Do season, v_hich shall be healtfl to your soul. And
sanctified people have anything to confess? To surely He will again lift up your head. and cause
parap_hrasea popular song does level{even '|per- the bones that have been broken to rejoice. '',v
fect"love)mean"neverhavngtosayyou'resorry"?_ Why, has it been so,neglected, then? Several
Citing confession as a class meeting, practice in likely reasons could be given which include the
We._ley'sday, Rob Staples contrasts that with "our dawning of the Enlightenment, which took a less
failure .to"teach growing Christians and sanctified serious 'Jiewof sin, seeing it as merely ignorance • • - '
believers how to confess their spiritual failures/'= and weakness, undercutting the need for confes- " • " ' , ' '- " • •
I believe that thisomission (or even the insinuation" sion. Knowledge was deemed more necessary than" . • ,

that" Confession is only. something the initially re-forgiveness. Then the emphasis on individual free- -CELEB_a,T ION ., - ,
pen|ant pract co) tendstoward spfrltualplateauing, dom made it somehow demeaning to be dependent . - . Thedoveiscleanin natu_'eandassuch was a]Jowed

"masking. and .parading our .strengths while pre- oN the church or anyone else in this way, Much .to bebroughtin sacnt'ice.The Bddegroom'ih'speaking to

tending we have no'faults to confess, emphasis was made of the fact that.the human soul _]_"_._ ..-_' THE ' , .. • the 8dde calls'her,usir_g'*Mydo'_emyundefiled".Bridegrobm(S0ngof 'r-wi, "u e ,u Solomon 6:9). In Ihis similethe de::
The purpose of this articl0 is to look at the thee-- needed no external mediators. The spirit of anti- " elatedthepuntyof HisBride.To knowtheSpirit in'the ,

logical history of confession, to demonstrate the Roman|sin ,n Protestantism cast a shadow over it " " HOLY _3,e, _l.=.B,m.m,_l/h'Pl]l_il'l " ' . holine'_of His.nature,.intheb'eautyof'His'characler._in ' . •need and show where' it fits in a"holiness church until anything resembling Catholicism was suspect. * .' 'tile per(de|ion of Hisgrab:e,is tobe in touch with apower
today. " " However the principal cause of neglect has been " " ' " . which,isbeyondthisworldandtofulfillearlhlydutiesina

flTHE THEOLOGICAL HISTORY seen by many as the lossof sin-consciousness in . "• . , headen[ymanner
OF CONFESSION the m'odern age:, Main-line Protestani churches " n Ills ql. lquennlumof :Ceebra 9 Clris a fH61 " : ' ._ ' , " ',, , . . ., ., . • the dove is gentle ir] nature One reason given for file ,• * heSS, we mus gve pao, al(] eml_lass o lie DLesseu , , ' . . , •

To understand the current demise.of confession, have come to view themselves as respectable, law- ,, , " _. ...... , .. , . ,. ,gentleness o| the dove is that the bird has no ga[_ tile 9al}HOly _pml. rle must c(0ntlnUally De none[co 5ou_l i _ . ., . .. ,. . ,. = ,._ : ' .
, , t_elng considered ny natural[sts Ol Old as the source an¢:l

we must understand the Reformers' protestagainst abiding people. The transgressions of its people . _(ter,alld givenHisr_ght{ul place inour liearlsandli0e_ , - -
the abuses of 1he Roman Catholic medieval Sacra- came to be downplayed. Spiritual faults and'failUres 'an" our b e "ces . -. - .(ountaino|.contention.Thereisno bitlernes_ in'the-Holyo p csrv_ " : . • . • . . - . ,

, , , Spiritmen| el Penance: While the New Testa.ment knows came to be concealed: sin-consciousness dis- " 7 Throughouttile Scdpiuresthereareseveraldi[h,rerfl " " . " " ' ' '.
nothing of confession as a formal institution. It appeared. Thedoveis constantin love.Onewrilersays,"Doves "

L S_I_OIS used to denote eith_,r th_ work or tile presence' L . .... " , .

• , ,, , ._ , ^ , . , •, . oy the r_versloe Keep llleir eyes li×efl upon the stream ,became a law of the Catholic church In A.D. 1215. THE NEEDFOR CONFESSION TODAY ollne llolybplnl, t-,,mongtnesesymrJolsuseoarewmer., . . . ' '
"r ...... " ;-:" "" , "e' .... ,_ . and in dnnklng do not erect their necks and headsAn annual confession to the. clergy, became corn- Martin Marty 6elieves the great need for Protes- z_e, w=n(l,Oll ana olners. '.Jne el me c111! sym()ols Is II al _ , . ' . : . . . , .

, . ,,, - , , .' : _ _eeping tnetr eyes liXJo upon t 12 water, ano onnl_ a
pulsory. The' "satisfaction" of penance often In- tantlsm today is to restore confepstonal attitudes: o_ a cove. when desus came [o me river doruan [o De .... - . ,. ' "large draught o( fl after the manner of beasts The dove

bapi(zed:by John tile Baptist, Luke recorkJs,,i'Ancl the, " "" "cluded an offering,' fasting, or.prayer. The"system _'Wlth surprising suddenness we have discovered--
came to.be closely tied to.the practice of indui- almost too late--that the negfect of confession has Holy Ghostdescendedin a bodily shape like &doS_, isthe'em_lem,ot' ehaslity becauseit lives.in thestrictest "
gences made available through financial contribu- meant a relapse Inthe modern world of Christian ty " upon I_im, at_da voicecame fromheaven, which"said. .,.monogamynever desiring anbther mate.• a verysens=hveblrd-tt issoeasilygrieved
lions to.the church. " Into two false ways: legalism an_ relaxation. Under Thou a_lmybeloy,_dSo!_ in .theeI am well pleased" Thedo_eis ' ' " " ..... . .,3 ........ .... a_" t' orquene_e_.t"human'han'dssomuchastouch henest

,_ ;,_t, In (leSClrloln_ IRe Deople'O! talc, u cl ne • ' . ._. . .,. • _
- . • - o_ the dOVe.or l(:,nole the two peaHy wh_te eggs In /heLutHer opposed the abuses of confession, but not the q Ldetroofs live people who use gehtility to Psa[mistsaid,"Ye! shallye beas ,thewings of a dovs ) "

nest the dove t_ill never retm'n and nest there, _lrie_,edor
confession Itself 'with his opposition cent(_ring on cover up terror. They use politeness to cover up covered with silver, and her t'eathers with yellow gold" quenched beyood any hope o_repair. • " ' •JIB; financial explqitatton, the works-righteousness loneliness; ap&thy to cover up despair; escape to
implications in which forgiveness seemed,tied to (_overup the vacuum that will not'let us be alone Psalm68:13). " " :. ; " , -.. i , '. The blessedHol_,Spin|hasaUtheseattr_but(_sarid

,self-atoning acts, the compulsory 8spei:t's,8n[d the withourselves. In the face of this condition, people . " , , • , He toocan l_,equenche or gdeved by our failure_to - '
• .. .. , " ' . moreEspecialyis le_Spril s0nsltiveandsoev#rsenle. .

unworthy demeanor of medieval friars who con- of' other professions . . . ask evangelical churches ' " " " . * " ' ' ' respondt0His guidane(_or_by our darelessfiess.Paul. " 'trolled the system Not only did.he approve It, but .why they haOe given up their greatest disciplinary: •
he recognized "no one as a Christian who withdrew and therapeutic treasure, confession..."_ .. . • ' • .'. : • " ' ". _ " wains "Quene5n_llhe Spidt l[Thessalonians5:]9).

from confession though he.sometimes takes if'in Today we face a rising incidence of "mental _ - ' . • .. :, . "' ." In thisperiod _vhenweare endeavoringtocelebrate

the wider sense of confession of one'ssins to God illness" an alarming Increasein suicide and various , , " . • .- • ". : .. " the._]reat truth, doctr_nei'and 'eJq_erieneeofhearthell-

• • ' , .. fless,Jet us especiallyseek'andhonorthe HolySpidt.
In prayer for mercy. ''_ forms of addiction. Behind much of the mental and " :.

...... Allow Him to have cod|tel of everyservice! Let Him haveA free form of confession flourished in the class spiritual anguish today is the problem of guilt, an " ,'
: ..... . ,expressk_nin our singing!HaveHisunctionandanoint-

meetings of John Wesley, but he also advocated ailment of the conscience. The Droblem is deeper B_lGenerelSupe_ntendenl ngup0nuslnou_'preaching fwehonortheHOySpnt
private confession at times to _ trusted spiritual than a guilt complex; it is guilt. And much therapy OruilleW. denkJns " • HewillhonornsinourehurehesandinoUrminisl_y,
guide: today concentrates:on bringing an "o',/erdeveloped • . _ , .

"And If any of you should at any time fall,from -conscience v down to:the level of performance, in- " " . .' •. " ' ' , , " . " "
what you now,are, tf youshould again feel pride .or stead of helping people live up to their conscience. , - ...... '
unbelief or any temper from which you are now The goal is often to enable people to do whatever '" " " " " "-
dellvere0 do not deny, do not hide. donot disguise • (Contirluedonpage 83)
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One of the mbst important ingredients of successful ministry is long- and short.range planning. Theifoll6wing ,_ .. "
d by th of Ed try fo • ' •general church events with their dates, are prouide e Depanrnent ucati6n and the Minis r your "

conuenience in coordinating the local and district church calendar into pour total ]orogram: The theme, "Cele6rating
Ch_stian Holiness," i;sour purpose. "Ehe.euehtsand programs should support thq, theme or be useful in attaining:

tl_epbrpose. We want to assistyou in your ministry. Gall on us+ " M. R. M. . , ..

ADULT.MINISTRIES1980-81 THE YEAR OF THE MINiS]ER ."Spring,1912............ ' ..... RegionalChristianLifeEquippingConferences

October13-17, 1980......... :,. EuropeanMilit|ry PersonnelRetreat May31_-Iune4. 1982.......... .. NIROGg,ASllomar.California . . " " + " '
Novembe,9. 1980.............. Ministers'Day July8-11. 1982....... ....._ ..... InternationalLay _e.e,t . .Alive andWalking in ihe Spirit"
February]8-20, 1981 ........... RazareneLeaders'Conference hugust.1982. +......... "...... FaithandLearningConference _____

. February23-27:1981............ HIROGR+LakeVare.Flor,da II iV. III ,WWqW40_ql_Ir_' '4o"r"_March31--April4,1981........ P_imolimeWesley-England 1982-83 THE,YEAROF THEYOUNG ' "
,,,-,, . ..... •(RetreatandTour+ September13-18.1982 ..... NIROGR,Ridgeeresz,Souh,Carolma

May18-2], 1981 ............ ... PRLCONII. Canadian Nazarene College Seufember 27--October 1. ].982+'..... NII_OG_Sehroon Lake, HemEngmno . r " + " • .. " . . ." " .May25-29. 198] ......... -..... NIROGR.AsilomarCahfornia - October,1982............. "... EuropeanMititaryPereonnelRelr+at " "
June"1-4. 1901• .. • ; .......... , PRLCOHI1. Belhan_NazareneCorege December,]982 (Tentaz;e) ........ TheologyCoriferenee ,. " "• • . •
JuneS-]L ]981 .......... _ .... PALCONII, MountVernonNazarene tune.]903 .................. WorldYouthConference,Oaxteoec.Mexico • .

" + 'College - , .

tune22.251]98] .............. FALCONII, OlivetNazareneCollege. 1983,84 THEYEAROF.THEDIAMONDJUBILEE
tune29--July2, 1981 ........... PALCONII, EasternNazareneCoOege
July6-9, 19018............ -.. PRLCONII, TreveceaNazareneCollege Oc abet 5.9 ]983 ...... . ...... .Simu[tanoousRevivale- . • +
Jay 8.12, 1981 (Tenlabvel... : .... SOLOCON October9.16. ]983 ............. DiamondfubileeWeek ' " .
July13.16, t981............... PRLCONIL Mid-AmericaNazarene October,1983iTentativet..... .... Chaplains'Roteat

- College October.1903................ EuropeanMilitm'yPersonnel[(etreat

August3-6, 1981.... : _. _ ...... PRLCORII NorthwestNazareneCollage December.Iznuarl, February...- ..... "How to Livez HolyLife".EndurmgWordSeresSundaySchoolLessons

August10-13, ]98! ............. PALCORII. PointLamaCollege . " . Summer.]984 ................ WILCONII "

1981-82 THEYEAROF THELAYMAN 1984-85 THEYEAROF CHURCHGROWTH
September14.]9. 1981........... NIROGR.Glorieta.',lowMexico
September2]-25, 1981... _ ...... NIROGR.RidgecreslNbrth'Carolina Goal- 75.000 New No2arenes -

. September28-October 2. L981..... NiROG8.SchroonLake,NewEngland Octdher].3. ]984,, .".... ; ...... EvangelismConlerence
October12.16.198].. ,'... _ ..... NIROG8.Banlf.Canada October•]904 ...... ., ............ EuropeanMilitar_PersonnelRetreat
October26.30, 198]. (Fentahve)..... Chaplains'Re ea June20.22. 1985.r.. : ............. GeneralConventions.Anahmm
February22.26, ]982,, .- ....... NIROGR.LakeYale.Florida June23-2E.1980...... ......+ ..... GeneralAsaembly,Anahmm
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q
Begin Your NEW ASSEMBLY YEAR 4PRACTICAl. REASONS whyJ

with the ..... your church should (Jse . . .

ItliiNIlSTER'S
WORI BO01( '$

FOR WEEKDAY-
-/. A six-day wOrk-schedule chart for keepingnotations od_calls•

appointments,and meelihgs.
FOR .SUNDAY"

/ A full page for recordingsermon theme text•songs,
a)

specialmusic,announcements,attendance,and
• " " offerings,and summariz'ngpreviousweek'sactivities. . 1. Offers simplifiedaccounting•understandableevenao

FOR ANNUAL REPOEr- those with no formal bookkeeping training
J A systematic method, of recording " " 2. Gives a detailed financial picture'of each

/ infohnation necessary to complete your , depar[ment and auxiliary of your church

0"" • district reportat the e,_dolthe church "#i;;'- '" 3. Provides the pastor with all needed data
/, " - .year. • --- for preparing his annual report, ..'/

::. .,. --,..-"_ , ',_/t , 4. Flexiblein'itsuse forany church- "
:.. :.:.,,.._.; large or small

• o - . . • . , - •

,. .... ..... For nearly 25 years widely accepted
• . . . , . • ...._,_:_,._-_::_,• : : ,.,,_,._.. ,. , .. as an effective church record system in the

Other Features-Monthly Expenditure Reports,Membershipand SubscriptionRecord-identiEal to the _: '_"_"_,,_" Church of the Nazarene.
"Annual Report o.fPa_tor" form. Also'includes calendars: sheets for recording children dedicated• funerals ....
marriages, baptisms, namesand addresses: and summary rdyear's.activities. - . ,' .... . . .

All ri-iaiedal comes in a quality, Dura-plus vinyl, six-ring binder with handy storage pocket in back, Pocket:size. • In addition to the Department JOurnal Sheets and Summary Reports are such helpful forms as: Gounters' Reports
7% .x 5 ca x _/,": _/a"rings with "push open" bulton at end. nc udes sheet liters. Takes 7/4 .x 4:4 -. s x-nng lift triplicate). Individual Ledgers (for local, dis_ct, general budgets), Monthly and Annual Reports. and Individual
fillers . " .Giving Records-all in one handy binder.

...... Instructions andsample forms provide a concise• clear, "how to Use" explanation. The Dura-plus vinyl, three-ring
MINISTER'S DAILY WORKBOOK may be started any time of the year However. begun with your NEW" binder is In'_printed in gold. Thumb release. Size I0¼" x 11 t/Z' for 8t&'' x 11_'insi_rts.
assembly year and used consistently throughodrthe following 12 months, it will provide firigertip information - R-150 Includes each of the following items .................... : ....... _.......... "$12_95
for meeting the deadline foi: next year's annual report. Ideal for inserting sermon holes too. " " "

R'-'52 Blnderwith R-51. R-53 inserls ............. . .: .- $7.50 .... R-165 OFFERING REPORT BLANKS (5Smpll¢otelorms) _1.75

R-I_3 CASH DISBURSEME_rS.and REGEIPTSJOURNAL (Packageo[25) $1,50
For the more than 2,500 pastors now using this "Workbook'. _. . , . . ,

R-I_I LEDGER SHEETS {For Local. Dist_lcl. General. etc,. Budgets/ ,- IPackoge o[25) $1.50

R-5| Annual Replacement Refill . . : : $2.50 R-ISI MONTHLY REPORT FORMS (13 Each of Summary, Exp_ndilures, But[get progress Fo_n), If Package ol39) $1.50

" R-53 " Address Sheets (Packqge of 20) '50C " " R-t68 INDMDUAI:GMNG RECORD'SHEETS" - IPackageo]25} $1.0()

R-88510P Plain Filler IPaekageo/50) ,89c " ' " "
R-31011 Binder ,. . ..... - , . .., , $5•00 ._ , ,. R-169DMDERS _. , , . . • ; : " (Sara/S)$1,25.. R-149THREE-RINGBINDER . . . $4.95

• . : An Essential:Helpmate That No Pastor Should Be Without! . . A Self-containedRecordBookfor:
NAZARENEPUBLISHINGHOUSE ,. Maintaining, the Unified Treasury System in Your Church " "•

PostOfficeI_x,527KansasCilv.'Missouri64141, " ' " " " - ;" : NAZARENEPUBLISHING HOUSE " .
• PostOffice Box527,KansasCity,MisSouri64141

" " _ " i " , _; ' "
32E
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"I'd:givemore to my church if
I thought I could afford;it:"

. ]

Mrs. peters has inherited sortie stoeks and would
like to put them to wo_'kfor the bause of Christ.
But,with ltvingcosts rising,'_he also could use _:
more income herself.

What Shouldshe do? ..

An-ange a GiftAnnuity with the Church of the '
Nazarenel It Willpay her a guaranteed regular
income4or life, and it willbenefit her church,
Find out more about this double,blessing gift
plan_Justuse the coupon below to request our.
free booklet. No obligation. ,

• , . r_

! "
| |_l _(L.BTih_ U _ PROGRAMS

Rev. Crew: Pleasesendme afree copyof

-_-"_----_ LifeincomeGifts& Bequests Glwng Through Gift Annutties.
CHURCHOFTHE NAZARENE-

- 6401 ThePaseo Mr. : -
KansasCity_MO64131. Mrs

.... Attn:RobortW.Crow Miss
' Address .

.It,G, Morrison ._ inCanada:
'" .': I:lmrchOftheNazarene CiW

ExocuUvoBoard
Box3456, Station'B State Zip

Calgary,Alberta=Canada .... " " _ "
TaM 4M1 Bi_thdate Tel..

32G

1981 03-05-21



" ,* " • , .

/

Want Something Different? Try This!

_@(_ave a Missionary Speaker , NEW

- .- EVANGELiSTICNQNORROLL

,-..Invite a StudenttoTell __" , QUALIIFmCATIION$:',

Summer Ministries For This Quinquennium " ..

varticipant ' - " A local Church qualifl'es for the Evangelistic Honor I_oll if

_ His Expenences they receive a number of new Nazarenesbyprofession6f
_- faith-_,or by letter Of c0mmenda.ti0n from another denom; -

r'_ : "_o'_t_ul-,a _,l, ,,y_'_;ss;ona-_,'s :1.' ii ination, equal to or more than the number required on "
• the chart below, pro'yiding they show a net gain. . •

1- child in College " . : A church directly responsible for Starting a new Home.-
Send boxes of goodies, cards, letters.Visitthem at college " =I Mission church automatically qualifies for the Evahgelis-
and take to dinner.Invite home for holidays." • _ . - . ,: :. ' . " tic Honor Roll in :the year the new church is.organize'& -.
Write the Department OfWorldMissionfor names of " • " : "
missionaries"childie.nat collegenearest you. Richly . . The newly organized church is eligible tube on the Evan-
rewarding. . . . . . gelistic Honor Roll in the year it is organized.

_ [ • ,.

@ Preach 9 Sermon . .. " " : . Membership Reported Gain of NewGroup Last District Assembly 'Nazarenes Required

,.,,,,]_/[iSSIOr_ S. " " " " 1 1-24 . 2on
:. • . • 2 25-74 ,6 :

:. • 3 " 75-124 10 .... .
_ : " , " 4 " 125-174 13

5 .175-224 '16
RESOURCESAVAILABLE 6"1 225-299 - - - • ," 19 " '

' : = r " .. , ' 7 300-499. " 24 ...... _ • "
MEET YoUR MISSIONARIES-blog- ANNUAL READINGBOOKS. Full of A few'available for General Budget or, [ 8 500 & above 30

• rapld_ _ndpictures.$4,95. Nazarene illustrationsstories,facts,Good for Misslons'Spe_al'offedng.WritePublish- 'l " " '
PublishingHouse.. " resource,NazarehePublishingHouse. ingHousefor [nt'on_z_tion. . *, " • ..i . .. " . . "
1980 STATISTICSTRACT XT26, Free. U-680, setof 6-$8.50 , LARGE WORLD MAP 50 X 38". Using

•NazarenePublishingHouse. STUDY RESOURCEPACKE_.S:A_lult statisticalreactcanpinpointNazarene " " - " " '
TRACTS ON MISSION FIELDS, Free. (U-4012)-$1L45; Youth (0-401_.), missionlocationsonlargemap.Naza.
NazarenePublishingHouseor NWMS Children(U-4009)-$8195, Posters, renePublishingHouse.

• HeadquartersOffice. " maps,cassetteof sounds;studyln[onn'a- (MA-9577) :... " ..... . i... $1.25

WORLD MISS[ON magazine,latest tion.NazarenePublishingHouse. MISSIONARY 8,.CHILDREN S
reportsfrom mlsslonades'and nationals. SLIDES-AND FILMS.P;vailablefrom ADDRESS LISTS, Free. Department of " " -

6401"_HEPASEO' ' ""Three yearsfor $4.50. Shouldbe in NazarenePublishingHouse. " " " World Mission;6401 The Paseo,Kansas DEPARTMENT KANSASCflY. MISSOURI64131
everyNazarenememberand Sunday Sll_es,rent&lfee ............... $5.00 Ctiy.'MO 64,131.Order quarterlyto
Schoolhome` ' 35-mm. film rental fee .$25,00onmosL keep up to date` " OF EVANGELISMIwA_°82_21_ ". . - . ." • - • (1[_U.S.EXCEPT_ HAWAII,&MtSSOURI)
' , i= -

32H :•• •................... •............ 32[ _.
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When you leach lotilomenl. W_ll (311

• : '" " the pieces fit? Why hal plan an puthng some
of the pleCe_ together bQforehand?.You_

' " ' " i " Department of Pensions can lend Q help ng ha.rid"

" i .now as well asth:oughout your ministry

/ - Informahon _s avablable on .

" "Bos c" laensian, tax-shQltoroct ann_Jity, _nsurance,

' _ Socaat Socur dy, and taxes

" • ,, Snhce '19_9, WO have been commlttod to 5_fvung yOU
J

.- :

: J' ,

.x . i"

J_F....5OUI_IN(.IHARRIA(._/_O "T_ FAI_IL"( ( " /

Buy this neat little.publicatio_h through your : •
curncuwum ordering secretary. It puts you, in
touch With the best inMarriage & Family Life, • , "

" ' " resources• Nazarene Publishing House, Box Schedule .a Nazarene MarriageEndch- . -, / •
: 527. Kansas City, M06414'1. ment retreat Write for the roster of trained

I
. _ _. Leader couples. Motflage & r_mlb/ute, 6401 . . . .- ,.

• The Paseo,.Kansas Clly, MO 64't3'l,
.,, ;:\- .,

. . • " ,

• .. . _ _ . . ._

. .. NATIONAL FAMILY. WEEK .- . ..

r_-_-__ _,,_. _ . • _ , ,
: MAY 3*9, 81 _ "_" '

[ .',l._l;iH_I_%_:;':{ ' ,'

to Jocaj ii'_il*'_ ...... : ' ' . . .

Pastor} •Want an effective _ , _ {.. _ . . '

• resource helpyour ! "l_/_J., .,i_ ' . '
director to plarl i'or this ..L.'-'-'-'-'-'-'-'--_.LI,_.£_I ' ' "

specialWeek? _:_: _ ._ ..... . . . .
Order this elght_pagebrochure (CSA-6) ' . ..

"' from your Nazarene. Publishing House. ] -.
_" '- - _.,_- ' It includes such resources as: f ms, tapes, •

.- 'o_j_nizations,books,manuals,kits, (:leas,job

.... Let every father and mother realize that descriptions;and Mal'Tiage.& Famil_ Life
; _ when thei_ child is three years of ag e, they obj_ctl'Jesfor the 16ca|chdrch. ""

- have done more than half of what they will

ever do for his/hel characteF" HoraceBushnell Nazarene Publishing House
Box 527, Kansas City, MO 64141 s_t,,_ vpu"r_ou_HOUT You_MIN_ST_

: DepartmentofPensions
._ " " 6401rhoPa_o

.... Kans<3s Cnty, MnsSObr, 64131

" 8 _0/333-700Q



THE

GenualEdito_ _ _'

'll 1981THEME:

. Announcing SingleAdu/ts...Aliveand

i .__ Wa/king in the SpirR
The EditorialTeam Issupportedby the wisecounselof a rotatingedito-

,a,ad.,soboard,EaChtoissueo',he eaeher'.hiss,a'M°go"'newha,needsaCe ntsatebe ... ;" W--ESTtheme.An advisoryboardof pei"son,wit, experienceand expertiseon "- "_TTi,1_ I-3the subjectis recruited tell theedlt6r,and MARKII.MOORE L-_
said about the accentedtheme, tllt_llvl91ted0t

Dlplrtmlnt OI Education

,ogetherth,sissueon" ' - ' "" I 1 [

" ": . ;. , • " EAST WEST

" ' " "July 29_-August2 " " " JUly1-5. 1981
........ • The Hyatt-Saras0ta " The Portland Hilton

E fo__'_ HARYEYFINLEY UR SII_GLE ADULTS "
li'0hilsOl'lltoldTi_sumenl "I"WO CONFERENCES TO QUIP

• / /- "WESLEY IRACY : '+ Nzzzrenl lheololir_l " "" " ' "
• _ _lnllnlrr ,

/ thl "P ellhl '$ MZllllnl" Bm_Lqlll_l" "The spmtual aspect of the whole SoloCon was exacl

" ly what [ needed at this time in my Ire came. away a

different person. .

-_ "[returned to work with a new outlook, r'
" _' there-divorced."f enloyed being witlT_oil the singles . .

• ' widowed, and the n_ver-married. The wide age range dld

. l_.ll;.r_dlIoK_$ER :7 ministenngn°tseem tOomakeonemotber.'anydifference in our fellowship and
TltLImlnl$ch01lt "SoloCon '80 made a change in mY life!"

SUSANDOWNS' $1ertzMzdre._lif. "" .. probably the best spiritual experience l have hacl

The,,rrejch_i.,$Mllulne,, _ smce nternationalInstitute Days. [ w_nt not. knowing,." What to expeci and came away really 'uphfted' sptritu-
ally!"

.... It was one of t _e most spir_tua!ly enriching times ]

"F_I_. have expenenced.'" . 1".
,, ._,_" "l am so thankful for a church who cares about me

IOIIRB.HIELSON" i._(_ :".:""" __ andent.,,Isready, to help and supporl me. as a single par-

EdiloddDl/ld0t ."As a schoolteacher, never-married, and in the,_over .
MullMlaldilet. 35' category, I espeLially appreciate a church that cares

enough to' cons de(. my needs and to make growing
• " "da

expenence., like .SoloCon"80 posmble. (F/on )
'Tin so glad [ am part of a denomination that showsa

positive interest in the single adult's life." Hl/inois)
"'i"really appreciaie the efforts of the general church to

FOR DETAILS - -meet the needs of all its.members--even the single ones!'_
" Harold Ivan Smith, Single Adult Minlslrtos J.B. fl{ansas)

" 6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, Missouri 64131 , " -"We were able to leave SoloCon refreshed and confi-

816-333-7000

• • dent once agaln that God does love us too and that He.
Future issues Of the "Preacher's - " " dt_es have plans for us :.." (California)
Magazirje'" will accent these themes:

Adult Ministriesin the Local Church ' " . . ,.. because we care .
Preachingfrom Matthew

1981 03-05-24



ORDER FORM REGISTRATION FORM

Date

pl_,ases_,rl_1itemsasmalc_z_'dOc'_ou: " COURSE:.LJ'nfl160 Da "Henp ng Lad,, and Clergy B_con_e Parmers in

pARTHERSIN MIHISTRY _4.95 Mknism/

S-1995 LEADER'SGUIDE KIT S16.95 TEXT:PARINERSLN_/ t_ISIRY "
TOTAL _ ChurCh nama

AddrOSs
SHIP TO: " -

aislnCt

CHECK of MONEYORDEREncqosedS . En_o_mont OslnmaJe Beg "_n_ngaate

CHARGE (30-daY] TO: 3 ChurCh _ SS 3 NYI .(o_hec] Account Nur_be f _eSSlOnS _ ,

Church loCat10n (CnW) " Class ro Do nala {2 NYI hour C] wodnesaoy nlghl _- .-" .01he_ , .

(SlOrOlpfovinco)
- . _nd Re,DOlt B_ank. Re(]ISII(ITIOI_ Malarial Io"

Cn_jrcn namo

O_ ...........
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r+ _ • +,/ ._,+•,_ _ •

• CXPLORIP G
• • . ,

". .. . .+ ,
• . _" , + , . "+ + , , • .

• - ..

• , . • _ '-

:_. _I/::IC_ITIONBIBLe{;CHOOL
Your choice of '.-

Envelope Sets ' . . m T,emeOffering '
5

, . •

• '"l"e'sg_'t"C"rri'_,,., o,; u ,, "• :ulum
,+ • + . • , .

. • , , , , , "
, .+ • + ..... . • . . .

Veatureswo_h considering..." ': . Plan NOW'l,'® ' ally ".All perpetu .dated • . , • .
• Sets never outofdate _ - . "
O Start any.timeof the _;e " ' ' " "• . al" " +

• • ..," , " , . . "

" , fl / NOTCHANGEJUSTFOR603 60,3 .. •

CHURCII O_ TIll N'AZAR[N[ "'_ '' •"

CHANGE!
.... _.. . _2 THESAKE-r,u^.M_r.Tr_OFBETTER'....+ BUT,.,,,,-,,,,_-.,.,

• IDENTIFYTHEREAL
\ ' FUNCTIONOF

+- THEMINISTRYOF
" ................/ THECRADLEROLL

...... _vti<spr . • .

(i]UTih DI [I]I [_]._3t[fl( .

"::•::'"........ Two changes have taken place. They are:. .i "
+ . i . .' •

. " ' 1. The change of name from Cradle..Roll to . . . .,, . . .

"" - ' CRADLE ROLL .PARENTS , -. _' ' ."
• 2. The change.fromChddren s Mmlstnesto . ,.

_ ", ADULT MINISTRIES " '

1981 03
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PAST[IR!w.CHAIRMAN!!
LEADERSHIP

RESOURCES RESOURCESLEADERSHIP .....

is your basic _ .-_ " June • July • August

guide forChristii:m. Ufe/ _ _ ,_8,-
" Sunday School

Ministries _' "Na_e--_ , !

AddreSs!. "O ForPastors - ..
Ctt3

s_ • For.ChristianLifeChairmen , -,
e ForOther KeyChristianEducation Leaders " . . ,

• . . - - ,

You'll . ,...,_
Want " " " • . " • . COMING NEXTQUARIER

It. * Is Enrollrnenl Essentialto Growth?
' " Intervtew with Dr.Kennein S,Rice. executive director DeParlnnent bf Adult Minislries_Church of

• ' " lne Nazarene, on the meontng of Arthur FIc_ke's"Formula for Growth" and its implications for- i

',_'.,,., .:.. . the'decade of the 80s ._ -.
,_ . . :... . -.

". Annual Christian Ufe PlanningCalendar
A. 52-page calendar provcatng week-by-weeK gutaance for 1he entire year; plus church ono:

4_ Sunciay School growth c'harls; a week-by-week attendance, enrollment, membership; giving
record 1oprovide fingemp facts for the 4-D program and monthly and year-e0d reports; a list of

or] all Christian Life/Sunday Scnool edLtors and publications; a .summary of Bible books/subjects

" Your . tobe studied at each age level for lhe year; and a weallh of other heloful data
• . - • * How Can Teachers Make MissionsPersonal?

Next nlerview with Helen.Temple of the Department of World Mission on laeas for ,ncreasing unaer- . .

e/ standing, stimulating giving, one increestng mission proficiency of leachers ana pupils:
Church Lite ratur _ _" _,_ .. _" EverybodyOughtt'o Know.Jesus--Who He Is " " " : ':
Supplies Order Blank ,_te_,,ewwith Melton Wienecke, Edge editor, on What Sunday Schoois can clo to grow--whatishappening n Sunday School attendance across the denomination--and wnal the denomi-

- • " nation plans for the fall. 1982,Surida,t School attendance camloa.ign, ,

A HELPFUL *. Three Colorlul Sunday School Posters
" r _ _ach iStastefully and tnterestingly ciesgned to caplure attention, spark interest, and. create a

, • Idea Resource "• " " - spirit of Sunda,t School enthustasm
• Planning Guide

• Practlcal flps for Chairing the ChrlstianUfe/SS Board"

FOR... .. Hanay helps for preventing bored board members.

e Pastor/Chairmanconsultation . , TheChalrmanSpeaks, ' ' " a . " " " ':• Interv ew with' Chr stan L fe/Sund YSchool chatrmen who tel what they are doing about visi-

® CL/SS Board agenda/action tation, workers' meetings, teacller enlistment, class effectiveness, and ?tber common but

• Age-group Directors _programming, critic_31neeas faced by chairmen everywhere.. . . . • . . ..

Workers'meetings .... MORE@ . . .. AND MUCH, MUCH - " - " " -

e Sunday School planning
• Literature/materials ordering . Order ,,our Leadership "_esourceson lne Cburch Literalur_e/S_gppJ_esorder form (September/October/November) and mail with your check to NPHbefore July fl0 (to save'5 percentS..

• Special day observance . " " "
• Leadership effectiveness • '

'e Spiritual enrichment . :
. 32Y.
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CONFESSION ,con,i,,o_frompaso_2l brotherIsrequired.Itis even impliedthatthe very- offerihgs laid on the altar are deprived of their value

Need Professional they want without being bothered by it. Drugsmay if such confess on has not first been made. lnLuke

be routinely used' to reask symptoms ("takes pill 17_4 our own forgiveness of an offender is depen-
. anti keep still"), leaving deep:causes untouched, dent on his coming and confessing, "1 repent." in

• The fact is that much "illness" today stems from the Scriptures confession precedes.forgivehess: If
,the o d.fashioned toxins of sin and guilt, we confess, we are forgiven. Forgiveness is not

AS_i_t(_N,¢e • 'The Powerful but simple prescription for many mere,y an act of divinelenlency.

- needs is found n our t.ludeo:Christian faith:.a con. Such scriptural truths need expression today, rll
fessional, transparent, self-disclosing attitude .that never forget a message the late Dr. James McGraw

• ncludes lett{ng "significant others" I_now us as we preached in our church .in May of 1977 shortly
' . really are, .Confess your sins to each other" (Jas before he died:-It was a message from Acts 3,
O 5:16. NIV). "He who conceals his'sins does not "Times of Repentance, Restntut'on..and Refreshing."-

1_ t prosoer, but whoever confessesand renounces Hesaid."lguessthetendency'formelstoconsider_,' ...... r. _ them finds mercy" (Prov: 28:13, NIV). Karl Men; myself immune to needing to come before Father

ningerof the U.S. psychiatric establishment asked God now with any sense of,godly sorrow--since" a pertinent question some years ago: "What ever I'm saved and sanctified. I never need to acknowl-
became of sin?" From theearly days of the Christian edge to the Lord. 'Lord, 've. failed You. I'm sorry.
Church small groups met regularly, often secretly, rye wrongeo You.'... Sometimes we tend to get a
Their first order of worship was self.disclosure little too much like.the Pharisee who prayed In the

- followed by prayers for forgiveness, closed by a Temple, 'Thank God, rm not like other men. I pray

Pl " _ i----(_i -- . _i ° period of friendly fellowship (koinonia): every day,l fast, I give and I especially thank you

-- " that I'mnot like this poor fellow over here.'" Then he
WHERE DOES CONFESSION- FIT c()ncluded. "We don't want to get that way, do we

IN 'A HOLINESS CHURCH? friehds?'! The only way to prevent that from hap-
- " " penihg is to remain confessional ane remember," " . Confession Fits In Our Holiness Hymns

A closer look at the old hymns may surprise us "The Lord is close .t0"the br()kenhearted and

Let Nazarene ,,,htheir confessional attitudes'. "Spirit of God, saves those who are crushed in spirlt".(Ps.,34:18,
• e • • _ descend upon my heart• Wean it from earth: .NIV).

Professionals I' through all.its pulses move. Stoop to my Weakness. Confession Fits Our'Wesleyan Theological Herl---- mighty as Thou art, .and make me love Thee as I rage ". .
ought tc love. ''_We sang this one again last Sunday: Believers need moment,-by-moment cleansing

vv.u'"'_- Understand Thou OChrist, art all ,wanr;more than all in Thee from self-will (those times when we more or. lessI find.Raise the fallen, cheer the faint, heal thesick exalt our .will above God's); from Idolatry (our In-
and lead the blind. ;Just and holy is Thy name; I am clinations to love the creature more than the Cre-

_dt'_lll.. _:_"h all unrlghteousness, Falseandfullofslnlam; Thou ator); from evil tempers, resentments, covetous-
'_L_ qlm

=_.J Ii,,BJl• A.q_._.._,_.u_w art full of grace and truth. ''_ Or. "Thou hast prom- ness. uncharitable an_ unprofitable conversatlens

Mn"e"p You ised to receive us: pqor and sinful the' we be, as well as sins of omission--all dealt with In John
Thou hast mercy torelieve us, grace to cleanse and Wesley's standard sermon.on "The Repeptance of
pew? .to free.":' And there are many others. The Believers" (one that deserves our rene_ed con-

p .= ,. .. ., ,. . .. .- =- .. ---- =,--.,.''=""" "" ="=" =''"" confessional truth of these great hymns is not de- sideration). W thout.ongo ng repi_ntanceWesley felt

GET THE ANBP i " -... rived from coml_aring ourselves to the gutter, butto that "we cannot but account the blood of the cove'-
" .. I Ye_.Please send "Church Building the skyl They also demonstrate.that confession is- nant as a common thing, something of which we

BUILDING I Sourcebook"S-2495. " ' notan end in itself but away to absolution, cleans- have not now' any great need. seeing all oIJr pastCHURCH
• " .I . ing,.forglvenessl sins blotted out. Yes butif both our hearts and lives

SOURCEBOOI_ I are thus unclean, there is a kind of guilt which we. . I Charge to " .-- ................ Confession Fits In the Scriptures

Desi.gned to. be used by church I $24.95 very early in the Book of Genesis the questions are contracting every moment, and which, of con-
I. - ......... _ ........... addressed, to Adam and Cain were calculated to sequence, would every momentexpose us to fresh

boards,pastors,district supedn: ." . - | Name - ........ - __"........... bring confession: The mission of the prophets was condemnation, but,that tHe ever lives above for usI "to declare to Jacob his transgression, to Israel his to Intercede. His all-atoning love, HIs precious blood

ten(]ents, an(] district boar(]s of n Street " " '. "' sin" (MIc. 3:8) anda 'reciprocal acknowledgment to plead.'"" .

Church • Properties. A(](]resses - I " " was.expected (Jar; 2:35). The Psalms abound In Mildred Bangs Wynkoop cites how that the prayer.I City-_ --- instances of confession Psalm 51 standing pare- for cleansing has been practiced from the early

I State/Pro_nce - . . i mount. In the New Testament model prayer, Jesus days of the Christian Church and particularly In-.
tough questions.of: Design loeb- = - taught His dlsei pies how to pray: "Forgive us our dicates how John Was ey.who partook of the Lord's
tion-site selection, engineering, = zip debts" (Matt. 6:12) "sins" (Luke 11:4). Luke defines Supper as many as'four.or five times a week used

cQi3,trdcting, buik:]ing an(] reno- I .... _-_-_ _ " Matthew,s "debts"--it isn't financial debts we're to the following wording in the Book of CommonI

ration, finan_ng, an(] project n be absolved from, but moral and sptritualindebted- Pl'aye_" in those. Communion services:'"Almighty

.management, I ANBP PUBLICATIONS " hess, One 0f, the highlights of our services has been '-G0d;'unto whom' all hearts are open, all desires' NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE the'periodic congregational participation in the known, and from whom no secrets are hid; cleanse
I Lord's Prayer followln_ the pastoral prayer, some- the thoughts of our heartsby.the insplratlon of Thy

Order#amyour I BOX 527. KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64141 times we simply pray in.unison; sometimes it is sung Holy Spirit. that we .may pe[fectly love.Thee, and
NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE • I. . a cappella, worthily magnify Thy Ho!y name; through Christ,

I In Matt. 5:24-34, confession to a justly offended our Lord. Amen. ''_
- " . I " " . .. . • 33 ,

" " I °
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Wynko(Jp also notes that "repentance must be a demonstrates when he saysin effect, "it doesn't
settled life attitude toward -sin. not a momentary bless me much to.say this, but sometimes I'disap-
emotional upheaval .... NO Work .of grace sub- I_oint peopl(_ Fiyself." Or, '_What is disturbing to me
seauent in'time can have meaning ap_irt from the in my ownlife is that _tis so difficult to let thewocds
integrity of' a repentant attitude that never ends.., of Jesus come down into m'J daily conversation,"
This increases moral sensitivity and humility and Such openness is attractively transparent corn- An Easter Sermon

awareness of one's moment-by-moment reliance on municatlon
Christ, our Saviour. "['' On the wall of.a tailor shop I recently noticed this . " -

John Kflight has pbinted out that "failure needs sign:-"l-think people should confess their faults,
forgiveness, too,"l_ warning of the danger_ of Cp'Jer- I'd confess'mine--IF I HAD ANY." Why pretend to be
ing our la[ilures to tfie. point of vir:tualiy living in " anything other than what we are? If we're wrong

deceit and hypocrisy. ....The problem is beyond so.: about an i,sure that arises, Why not admit it? Justs . " "" " " " BE.L_,_ Dmantics..beyond ethical versus legal definitions,of little bit Of adm ss on can bring miracles in.relation- : . I -
sin. The point s.that conlession of either or both is ships• Its therapeutic value alone Is, mmense.
taught in tl-i_ Scriptures. John Drescher Says Jf he were'-starting his fam!ly • - :

":perfect on this.lifeIt is a recognition tha_ all ' "n again he Wou d be more honest, not pretending to
ts relative• We careJully enumerate all the things be perfect, but Would laugh more at himself, his . b_,John M. Gordonmistakes and faiiures. I.suspect that many of our

• that-"perfection" is not: Adamlc, angelic, absolute,
resurrection, maturity: etc.- But too often we. have tensions are produced because wetake ourselves
come to act as if human • attitudes and actions too serioiJsiy.
were "absolute devotion•'; Our compliance with lhe Does love then mean "never having to say you're
conditions of spirituality is often imperfect in the sorry"? is confess(on passe'in a holiness church? - " . • . .. :- • To thecontrary, t's pel;haps the one thing on the : "
sight of an Infinite God, " " ". " , most need te redis- . •. ""endangered species I st we .

Confession Fits Our Pastoral'Leadership Style . cover..Like anything else, .it"can be abused as his. - : ....
David L. McKenna, president of Seattle Pacific tory has demonstrates Confidences can be broken. _ • Jesus said to him '_Have you believed because you the writings of the Greeks as well aswith the prophets of

University. counsels I_astors in their leadership style But its far greater abuse lately is its neglect. Seen "" have seen me? Blessedare thosewho have not seen and soarmglSrael"Aneagle,ancientsuggestingthesymb°lof'thiS.imaginationg°spelofWrlterapoet'_'aSanda
to "follow in your stre[Igth, lead in your weakness.'!-' positively, confession should be regarded, as :a yet belleve"(John 20:29, RSV) . the sharp eye of a scienhst.
Our natural tendenc_ is, lust the opposite, Since no privilege, a means Of unburdening, a way to main- . Joh'n'srep()rt of what happened the first Easter Day ts We are told that.John'looked at the contenis of the
pastor is perfect we tend to .nold our strengths .talOnr'lght relationships,, divine and .human.. It de- quite different from what the other Gospel writers'tell us: deserted tomb, and bereved." What he saw, as h s.eyes
and delegate our weaknesses. But when a pastor serves a _'igher profile'in our use of hymns, pastoral " " " Rot contradict£,ry but-different. There is a fundamental " became accustomed to_ the semidarkness, was the
leads only and always with his strengths people are prayers, more frequent use qf the Lord's Player, It agreement m all four accounts of.what took place.. BUl strsnge basis,apparently, for h_sbelief In the resurrectior
going to Dercewe" him as someone high on the might be.used in our Communion services as we Ihere is this'notable contrast: that while Matthew. Mark of his Lord. He.saw. and Peter confirmed it, "3-he linen
pedestal above them, a judge, a moral censor, "examine ourselves" before receiving.the elements; and Luke deal largely with events. John concentrates on cloths, lying, and the napkin, which had been 0r_ his _.
.which tends toward solation from people. That is in prayer m(Jetings; in our testimonies; in small- lJersons, , . _ead, not lying with the linencloths _ut rolled up in a
•why many people with deep hurts, and anguish group Bible studies, supp()rt groups; in our ser- His 20th chapter, forexample, can be seen as dividing place by itself" (John 20:6-7, RSV),
find him unapproacnable. H9 has never.shared any mons and around the church altar,.. Where does Into three biographical incidents; each with a particular Such detail may sound quite, rrelevant un ess we can
of his weakness ',vith them. confession fit in? I believe it fits in someplace about individual, showp arnwng at assurance that Jesus had visualize the mode n which respected people of the time

' indeed rlseb from me dead. Each of the three may.be were buried. They Were bound around and around with

Confessional attitudes should De modeled m our the heart of our Christian lives! I believe that.splr- thought of as representing a different type el p(_rson, bandages until encased in a linen cocoon. Then the head• it.
yes as the s pestle Paul did when he wrote to one itual renewal is found a ong its path anaprove.thethata mOreold One Of them, perhaps is "just, like you." More likely still was wrapped separately in a linen napkin, and the corpse

church: "1 came to you it) weakness and fear_and considerate effort in this direction will each of them stands for one of the several moods or so swaddled was laid out on the slab prepared for
with much trembhng" (1 Cur, 2:3, NIV). "'If I must saying truei "Honest confession is good for th_ personality strandsin an_'one of us. Are you able to picture the body of Jesus thustreated?
boast. I will boast of. the•things that show my weak- soul." ' . The three who believed include first the apostle John And can you now look with Johnls eyes at me place" himself, although, as is'his practice, he does not mention where Nlcodemus and Joseph of Anmathea had reverent-
ness • For when I am weak, then I am strong" FOOTNO'I:ES " " ' . - his own name..The second is Mary Magdalene; and the ly laid him?-There are. tne.lin.en cloths, still wrapped In
(2 Cur. i1:30: 12:10b, NIV).- Generally thinking of 1. RobStaples"[he Preacher'sMagazine,December-February,197g-- third•. Doubting Thomas. Let us not only identify them loops• There is the napkin; neatly folded where Jesus'
Paul as dynamic, strong, forceful, wilHul, I.have only go,"TheWesleyanFloutseltheMidweekService"(BeaconHiePressof but identify with them, for it' ts by putting ourselves nea_ Ilad been• But the body is goner The grave clothes
recently come to wew him also as being "weak." KansasCiy,p 2 " " "- 2 Th'e New Sc_atr-Herzog Encyclopedia oIRettgious Knowledge(Funk maginatlvely in the stead of the various Bible characters undisturbed m(_antonly one thing to John's probin_ mind.
Usin_ theworc] otter of liimself, do you think he was andWagnallsCo..NewYorkand'LondOn1."bonfesslorlof Sins,"vol that we can learn what God has to say to us through. JeSUSanyunwindidghadmoVedorbreaklng°Utof, hlSoflinentnefabric,Strait'jacketThiswasWith°Utnot,
just trying to._'sell an image" or '_put something 3o. 221 • each. Forexample: • - " .
over" on us'_ I believe Re n-ieant.it: he was weak. 3. Johnwesley,A PlainAccountof Christianperlectlon(reorintedby -.. as had been the case with Lazarus, earlier, s miraculous._ BeaconHI PressofKansasCity.19661,P.105. 1." JOHN Suggests the Approach of the Logical.Mind" resuscitation--wonderful as that would have been. It was
But. ePen more amazing to me was his willingness- 4. MartinMarkyTheHiddenDsCipline(St, Louls:Cor}cordlaPubllshlng

to disclose it. Because, today, in a world where House,19821.p.95," .. John seems to have• been the ph Iosooner of' the not a reanLmation, that is, of a body )hat had Beased to5. Worshipin Song," "Spiritel God, descend,"by George Croft; disciple company. That,he,came from a cultured Jewish breathe and begun to. deteriorate.. Rather, here was
success stori(_s are spotlighted and" failures are .(LlllohaSPublishingC(),, KansasCity),hymnNo.267.'tlrststanza, family is indicated i_ the New Testament by certain • _vidence of transmutation: a change of material as dis-
shunted Int(_ the shadows, even we pastors have . 8 . b d, '.'Jesus L.over of My Soul," by Cha es Wesley i_ymn NO. 37. literary cl_Jes,and is confirmed bY ancient tradition. His tinct as the turning of water.into vapor orrof matter nto
learnedhow to mask our failiJres and weaknesses, tlltrastanza partnership) With "brothers and father in a productive energyl7, 1131d., *'Saviour, _ll_e a Shepher{_ Lead US,". b'_ Dorolhy'A. Thrupp.

,Yet. Pau has taught me that when you're with nymnNo,489,thirdstanza . , G'alllean fishing operation ooes nol need to conflictwith "1cannot help connecting this glimp§e of John, staring
Jesus it's safe to be weak, even necessary, a. Wesley'sDoctrinaIStandards,theSermons[WILliamBrlggs:Toronto, SUChan assumptlo_ In biblical Palestine, as in "The at the gravecloths, with another scene I can recall reading19091"TheRepentanceotBelievers,"p,137 Floweringof New England." menwise in the classics knew about some years ago. Albert Einstein=slyingon hisDeck

I'm not referring .to exllibitionism, to pulling 9. Mildred Bangs Wynkoop, A Theology or Love (Beacon Hill Press of .

skeletons out of the .closet..not to airing dirty KansasCity.1972),p.249,ascitedfi:omtheBookof Common'Preyer, hOW to work with their hands. And if. as there, is no on the.deck of a vessel steaming through the Mealier-
laundry in public in such an ihdiscr'eet, way that the 1695, . - - convincing reason to doubt, John was the source of the ranean Sea, looking up into the blue depth above, when10 Ibid..WynKoop,pp.344-45. " •Gospel which bears _ls name. the style end subject suddenly he."sees" _ts concept of matter which s to
confession of.embarrassing:details becomes worse 1 JohnKnight,r_ HI_LikenesstSeaconHillPress.ofKansasCity, matter.of his wr ting bear out the cnuroh'8 recollection revolutionize science and let rite human life the practical
than the orlginarmlsdeed. I am speaking of honesty lS;;6).'p_07. : " • " "12,eev_d'L.McKenn_, Leadership,a PracticalJournalfor Church that he was a competent Intellectuah quite at home with utilization of atomic energy with e_lits potency for good
about who-we ai'e and where we are. I am speaking Leadeis, Winter, 1980 vol. 1, NO.' 1 (ChrlsSanlty Today: Wheaten. Ill.), - -35

of the type of honesty tiC'atReuben Welch frequently "TheMmispy'sGordianKnot,"p.48 -. . . " .
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And.the voice I hear, lolling on my ear, lusioned and hopeless an_l hard to convince. All of themor ill. Or one thinks Of Madame Curie's wide-eyed recog- come as a way of explaining away Christ's trlumpn As a The Son of God discloses." shared something} of Thomas's stubborn refusal to credit
nltion that the chunk of coarse.pitchblende n_ her hand theory it will not stand the test of logic, but for.Mary t the reports until Jesus himself, patiently and personally',
holds the secret of available radium. Three Greek words was no tneor_/_only a guess And women do not need to He manifests His presence by the solid comfort He re_'fforced what had been told them,De long on logic, They ha',/e intuition.! Sometimes it works, brings to the hungry heart. What the limited scope of His resurrection appearam;es
for "seeing" follow one another, n euick succession in the
Bible passage now before us: John. blepei (glanced); well, and again not. Blinded by her.tears, and perhaps adds illustrate is not the gullibility o'f believers but rather
Peter theorei (stared)Lthen John went in and aide (p.er- also by His deliberate disguise, she supposed that He 3.' THOMAS In.Turn Reminds Us of'was the-gardener. Her intuition was a bit off beam, the NecesSity of the Conquered Will the moral quality of .belief. Belief' in the _osurrection of
coived or "saw into"). NO, this LSnot trying to De facetious, i am just trying " " 'The'Twin" was his original nickname, but "The Jesus. like belief in the existence of- God himself, ispract=cally impossible and essentially unstable unless at

John doubtless knew me philosophical Greek theory of
Immorta ity--that the soul of man departed from the body to echo the s(_rt of thing the more level-headed male Doubter" is the label wh ch superseded it. Ordinarily

we speak of doubt, we have in.mind intellectual the decision-point of his inner existence a man.is pro-
. dtfficLiltios posed by the vastness of our universe• or by pa.reu to say Yesl to the Lord .when He makes himself

at death, leaving the corpse to rot and return to dust. disciples would be saying a tittle,idler wnen some ofth_ when
BLIt here was evldeoce of something more than the s°ul's vi'sion of angels who announced that Jesus was alive, the rampant,evil which belles God's just government- or known. Thisis not circular argument, ltlstbewaypersonswgmen would be return,ng from the sepulchre to report a by the latest psychological explanation of the soul's dis(:over other persons, and'{t is the way a man can, find
capacity to escape and live on. Here was resurrection-- God. .
new body for old. Here were strange new powers for You can almost hear the men scdlt. "You g=rls are always
deifying ordinary limitat ons of time and space and for seeing and hearing what you want to see and hear• "nonexistence," or by modern man's bafflement with the
transcending material barriers. Here was ini_tial corrobor- 'Angels?' More likely the brush of Dais' wings, or owls anguage of the Bible. Thomas's doubts, however, w(Juld Thomas's earlier absence when Jesus met with the
atlon for John that when Jesus would that same evemng .heading home to roost. 'Men in White?' Wisps of early .... seem to have beenmuch deeper than mere intellectual rest may well have been a case of moral struggle and

uneasiness. If you'.will check rthe several passages in 1foal moral decision. Was it.his willfulness which had kept

come .into the room where the disciples were. to be morning fog,'perhaps!" which he appears on the Bible page, I.think you will ntm away the first time Jesus found them'behind barred

gathered, He would enter, in sPae of locked doors, but But the women are not to De SO lightly dismissed.
He would be no ghost. Each encounter with.the risen _/e men do well not to forget that they were last at the s#nse that- his deepest discomfort is rooted in his dis- odors? And was it his sense of duty which.drew him to the
Christ would be" reminding them "of what John here Cross and the first at the tomb And more man Once in " • positior{_ ratheJ" than In his mind•They showed themselves same. _lace for the second, conctus=ve appointment? We

oe'rtain stubborn pessimism which was.his defense may guess so. But there is no ouestion whatever, as

Kept the flame of the fath burmng. God surely knew what mechanism against what he had decided was a grim kind mere was not Ln Thomas's mind by that time, what _'asrealized, Jesus Was physicany alive in a new dimensior7 Christian history since,.it has been a woman wno has In a
HIS body now was the perfect servant of His spirit, as he was doin'g when he made us male and female. If of world and E]har,sh sort of Heavenly Father.. . expected of h m before he could be fully reinstated.
indeed ours too shall.be someday for His sake and at womah's intuihon has its limitations,' so, too..does man's There was in Thomas.sor'nething of the spirit of the Thepoet. has phrased it well: "
His command. " nt_llect. ,Mary didat first mistake Jesus for the gardener, man 'lr{ Jesus' parable who hacl organized his affairs on ."Our wills are ours. we know not. how

-Men ned no adequate scientific vocabulary m Jesus' Our wills are Ours to make them Thine!"
time to describe the relationship between matter and but When Haspoke nor name--"Mary!'--she Knew with- the assumption the1 his master was a hard man', de-
energy. Witnesses like .P,aul and Jonn wno voiced theLr out looking who it was. "Rabboni!" she replied, "Dear, mandiog more than his due. .

Re_urrection faith in preaching and writing were forced to dear Master!" . .. . , John's order in listing these three. Resurrection Day And was not Jesus enforcing much the same lesson for
resort to much simpler analogie s'_-the seed is only ful- Thank God for Mary, and forher ntu one. Thank God ..encounters with Christ is climactic. Before man listens to Thomas? He is to stop wa,ntln.g things his way and. tofar the reasons of the heart, as well as.0f the head, ILdgic : his heart, he should be sure that his head is functioning-- Start willing everything Christ's Way. Else he will continue.. .
filled in the plant: flesh of fist" differs from _hat of animals; •whether.the subject is religion or'romance! But it it true to be a divided, _lefeated, doubtful borson. SO with his
stars vary in their "gfory""(a most expressive _ncient has its limits: And while selfish love can.be blind, true
word to describe radiant energy). Jesus had to hint at the love is deeply dlscE=rmng, Besides, et us not exaggerate besides, that neither head nor heart can fully speak for us stubbornness shattered, down be goes at Jesus' feet to
breathtaking meaning of what had happened, n'ot alone - the difference, or settle it on sebarate sexes. Every normal or !inally convince us. confess his wiliingness. -
by coming through" barred doors, but also by eating human is DOra head add:heart, intellectand instruct. The I_-'is a strange, and awe-full tact that, one may be The pure n heart are the ones who see God. And,
broiled fish in their presen.ce- Th's body was different, gospel places these case hlstor es in theist.proper order, convinced Intellectually that the Bible.tells truth; _nd purity of'heart, as a seer hassaid, _s to will one thing,
but it was definite too. "1 am no ghost: it is I mysegl" .John was a "bra_'l":who saw that there are tremendous . stirred em(Jtlonatly" to the poi.m of hunger fpr God's namely the will of God. - " . "

How Paul would have reveled in the analogies to be theological implications m the Resurrection. But to see =dace. and yet,that one may stillbe holding.out against If God is unreal to you, the resurrection hope wil beGod, Jesus cleverly told us, a man (as well "as a woman) 'the claims of Jesus to be his Lord and God. The reason unreal to_ and for the same reason. The Bible in that
drawn from today's physics, we yawn at marvels Which . must nave a heart in good working order. A healthy fdr,_'his' reservation may be mainly moral.. Flaws _n his case will be a closed book. and prayer s matter el bOUhC-
make the romancing of Jules Verne or. of the un _nown character may c811for critical attention which he =s un-
author of Arabian Nights seem tame indeed. How. de- heart =s a h=Jr_gryheart. People.withhungry hearts soon ing your faint • hopes'oil the ceiling, The church will berecogr_ize'Josds as the sought-for Savior, the.living, loving willing to risk. I know emotionally ill persons who wept to irrelevant, and religious exercise a waste of time.
righted Jbhn would have been could he nave drawn on. " " be well but who fear the painful prospect of having to De, • -
2Oth-century terminology to illustrate what the empty Lord who speaks our name and lets us know that it =sHe. God cannot, or will not, be real to you until you are
gravecloths meant. But he grasped enough of their ii'nport Before His crucifixion Jesus was talking to His disciples, utterly honest about then'ise yes. Thomas may have char -_ ready. P,ernaps in desperation you will cry out tca still
to be hi mseff an example of the great.truth that themore about H s Impending death. He was telling them that He Ished a particular vice. More likely he was an upright man, nameless Deity. Perhaps i'n sneer b_3redom and disgust
a person alerts his Intoliect, the more sound sense the must leave them, but that He would rpturn in a new rote th_ defect of whose rectitude was the rigidity which ac- with life you will attempt a p'rayer. "What is Your name?"
ResurrectLon gospel makas...The more we earn about to be with them always. The world would not recognize companies virtue now and then. He may have been so "What is I?"Y°ur game?" "What is t_nis life all about?"
the universe, bur ° physical home. the more we may HiS oearnessl but they would. "'How I's it,' ]they. _nquired,J. constructed that Idecisl°nSthlnkof itmUStasthealways"Atlasg°.complex":hisway "era ,cry;"Wh°ifamyoumean"Whatit,Isd°enough.Y°uWantlfitmelsant°do?"Ah,honestinquiry,thatlastit
expect to.feel at home Intellectually and spiritually m the 'that you wig manifest yourself to us. and not to the else.." In myselfworld?'" [John 14:22, RSV). compulsive carrying of the weight of the whole ,world on will get an answer. And If you are within earshot of theChristian that answer will be In terms of Jesus

New Testament. "'If " Christ.
Jonn, Idoklng into the empty sepulchre and percewmg a nlan loves me.' ]He answered;] 'he will keep.my one',s_shouldors, and a consequent despair of.ever really gospel,

what had occurred, represents man's inquiring mind as word (John 14:23, RSV),'" and He V_ent onto show that succeeding at anything,
It suddenly comes to see that the answer to its deepest Such loving obe_lience would De the secret of thecr sen- One lhtng is clear, however, about Thomas. •Wh atever It may not at first be a Risen Christ whom you will meet
questions Is'In Christ, crucified and risen, The Word made sdiveness to.RIs _resence. the cause of his doub ng, the cure lay'In the surrender and recogmze as-your Answer, It may well be the Man on
flesh to dwell among us Is also the latest, surest word In weighing the evidence for the proposition that of his will to the One who had come to conquer It.. the New Testament pages ,whose words ring true and
concerning the nature, of the body that shall DO. This Is _lesus t9 alive andin the place of power at God's right At times I have been troubled a little by thefact that whose deeds give you new hope. Sooner or later He will
the legitimate Inference of the logical mind as it looks into hand do not overlook the testimony of many lovers.of- " " after HIs resurrection, Jesus revealed himself alive only to seem to b._ talking about you "and.to you and saying
the evacuated tomb. _, • J'esus who can tell'you that their elemental heart hunger disciples. This could make the whole matter _me I s ghtly "Well, how about it; what will you do with Me?"..

. . nas been and continues to be satisfied berfectly bY Him. fishy don't,you think? And Ine_'itably the theory,, has been Then If you decide" to give Him a' try, using whatever

2. MARY MAGDALENE'RepraseetsIbe Insight of There _s, In other words, such a thlhg as a personal . -. put forth that the disciples "sew" their friend JeSus in logic your mind can command,, _nd with the hungry
the Hungry Heart experience; yes, let us dare call it an emotional exper-: much the same manner that th].rsty travelers see mirages longing bf your heart, whispering, "Yesl Yesl He Is the

Sh_ was a women, and a very feminine one at that. =once of Christ:' Standlr_g as it does between Jdhn's In Sahara or honexistenl oases. Longing mixed with hope One we needF' you are on your way to knowing the full
She had been tea much the female in the adst. for she inquiring ntetlect and Thomas's _tubborn will Mary's can produce Illuslon,"The disciples saw what they wanted story. You will begin to know Him as the Senof God and
had had a "past" during which her sex had been the most emotion Is guarded from becoming mere Pathos. SO may and half-expected to see." So runs the.cynical ve='dlct. Savior, the Victor over death, and Coming King.
noticeable thing about her. A new creature now, but still ours be. Purists In Worshlp.may turn up their noses at a Like ever_ other stock objection to the resurrection of You and live at the wrong time to make the JourneY'
a woman, here she Is weep ng as women will when their song like "In the Garden." The verse is no great shakes, Jesus, this one falls apart by its own structural weakness, with Peter and John. to the sepulchre, or to greet Jesus
emotions are stirred. She is turnlrlg from the tomb, not _ and the music is not Bach by any means, but It utters The disciples ruefully remind us.that they did not half- n Joseoh's garden with Mary Magdalene, or to be con-
having noticed the graveclothes. They would onl_. have _somethlng Which is Important and legitimately Christian. - _ hope It would happen_ They Were frightened and dlsil- IngregatedthelrsecretWithhldlngtheEleVenplace.andconfronted by His Majesty
baffled her If sne had. Her snap Judgment was that some_ I come to the _anden alone, "Copyright1912,C AuaSnMiles.TileRodeh0_verComponylword.tnc. (Continued on page 61)
one had stolen the'body of her Lord. Others, more _37
calculating, would propose ,the same theory I_ time to While the dew isstill on the roses;. . . . owner.Usedbypermission.
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THE CHURCH--THE RIGHT MIX But there is a right mix in a.nother sense. When
I first began traini'ng laypersona In personal evan-

S} Leighton Ford has said ;'The strategy te which we gelism. I noted that when people began to emerge
" " . . - are called.today is one of total evangelis m .... Our as people with the gift of evangelism, some negative• goal is nothing less that the penetration of the whole

things cpuld happen too. Those with'the evangelistic
" - . • .... world.: . . . If our goal is the penetration of the gift might feel that other Christians not winning as

• '_whole world; then for the agents, to.carry out this many souls were spiritually_defective. Or the less
•. _ task we must aim at nothing less than the mobil_ capable soul winner felt inferior.

:,IlI_'I_MIA . ization of the whole church.'" This mobi zat'ion o '
_I_IIlII_NI__IRIIlII_MII_ilTIililI_ RIp,lIT. "_lhe whole church wil mean developing a ohur(_h Yet God has not gifted everyone with the same

- that is the right mix of delivery roomInursery-- evangelistic skills. According to Peter.Wagner, per-
•l_ll_l_ll_ll_ll'IJI'ill'l'l_'lIIifl_'l[l'i'I "l[lilliliJli"il _schooI--workshop. It wil be the delivery room haps 10 percent of a oca congregatiofl has the gift

Where new souls are born into the Kingdom. It will of evangelist, _ though'all ha_fe the role and responsi-
by Chgrles Shaver" be a nursery where the newly, born are cares for. bility of witness. Now I see. that in regard to the

It w'ill be a school where the growing Christian is evangelistic task of the church, the gifts of' the
A Condensation ot an Address Presentee to the Billy Graham School trained. It Will be a workshop where the mature members of our congregation will cause the emer-

Christian will serve and produc_ for the Kingdom_ gence of a mix in which some will be.cultivators;
of Evangelism. Kansas City, Missouri. magi ne a church that is all delivery room andno some, converters; and some. conservers.

" " " nurs'ery. It is highly evangelisti_ and new people, The cultivator prepares people to receive, the
are.won to Christ. but there is little post-conversion gospel.. He probabl_ has the gift of hospitality and

I_vangelis'm has had its unpopular days. Both the Secondly, among these Spirit-filled" disciples, care To counter th s',.I train follow-up workers tO •knows how.to, build bridges of. friendship-to the
i,,, practice of evangelism by a Christian layman n there were 11 who had been intensively disctpled lead .neW Christians tl:lrough Basic Bible Studies f' unsaved. T.he converter has the gift of evangelism
the most natural way and the person of the lull-time by Jesus for three years. Today we may have "by regularly meeting in the convert's home• .We. and deals with people in intensive, face-to-fac'e
evangelist have. been. attacked. Perhaps this criti: Chi'istian workers filled but not trained ortrained" " veloptngmUStpreparewhatModief°rbirth.schoonoverbeforeit calledhappenS"achurchbYde- encounterhasthe giftandofleadSexhortation.themto ChriSt.encouragement.]'heconserVeror
(_ism reached its he ghts of injustice m 1960. during but not filled--but in Peter'sday there was the right ' with enough love to keepthem warm": teacher. His special concern for people equips him
Billy Graham'a Berlin crusade_ The Communist combination. " " 'i - "It's like the hospital nursery.The newborn babies to follow up and establish new Christians •it their
newspaper repeated the charge that Billy fro- A third condition-hasto do with the 3,000 Jews - - - -
quented night clubs and. worse yet, was accompa- who were converted in Acts 2:41. I used to think _are.not sent home three minutes after tl_eir birth to faith.. - fend for themselves. Because of their fragile con- I asked Don 'j to accompany me on a call .to serf
nied by a "blond called Beverly Shea. ''_ they were converted out of the "raw" when they. dition, they receive warmth, love, a spedial d el, a Dick who had recently wsited our church. Don was

NOW evangelism, is experiencing more favorable _eard the Christian message for the very first time. " " germ-free atmosphere, specially l_'ained nurses .a sincere Christian.:somewhat'quiet, a,10ving per-
days. As a result, many conferences have been held Now I realize they were a cultivated people. A wno are onduty around the clock, So m the spir- sor_. b_t I wasn't sure he had the evangelistic gift.
telling us hbwto get the job done. Often one leaves umque combination Of events and God's prevenient itual realm, it is not -enough for people to be 'born Dick had recently moved to. Kansas City; was a
a particular conference emphasizing a particular grace'had prepared them to r'eceive the gospel. .
type of.evangelistic ministry saying, "If only I would " Consider some'of several possible factors: -- again_' to.be born spiritually, there must be a warm university graduate, and was. starting a" job as an
do this one thing, our church would really begin tO 1. They were not the ordinary "run .of themill" and loving spiritiJa{ .atmosohere.with" people who engineer. As we talked with him. it be(:ame apparentwill care.for, feed, protect and guide their newborn that he.knew the Lord personally. Then I asked
move." " _ Jews but the most devoL_t. Acts 2:5 describes them

But rarely will the addition of just one thing do the as _'Jews, devout men. out of every nation.7' . spiritual children during their first crucial days. ''' myself if we should urge him to do the Basic Bible"But a church cannot be content to simply win new" Studies. They are basic and he was a college
j'ob. It is the balanced combination of many things 2. They had come to the Feast of Pentecost and - people and begin establishing them: there must.be graduate. As I was about to decide "no" I spotted a
that produce an evangelistic church, It's what thus•were,in Jerusalem for religioLlS reasons (Acts ministry to long-term Christians. It all the public magazine of. one o.f the false cults on Dick's,coffee
McGavran and Arn call"the right mix. ''= It's Men m 2:1), already thinking in a religious direction. These preaching, deals only with saving faith, a sad con- table, so asked•him to do the Bible studies. Don
Action's "Building Blocks : for Churcri Growth" were Jews who looked for the Messiah most ex- dition afflicts the believer. Engel and Norton state, agreed to come back and go over the first, study
(prayer, fellowship,_ personal evangelism, public pectantly'. . "Spiritual reproduction is impossible if the. be- " with him. They met every week and did Bible study
evangelism, follow-up) in right relation.'to each 3. The news of the crucifixion and resurrection of liever's spiritual growth is arrested either because of together. De n poured his life.into Dick. Dict_ later
other. Enge and Norton say the chur(_h n'eeds "a Christ was being discussed eyerywhere, disobedience Or because of inability to find satisfy- joined the church by profession of faith, married a
research-based, Spirit-led strategy to reach people " 4. Peter's strong sermon drew heavily on Old ing answers to.personal problems in_his spiritual wonderful Christian girl, and this last year has
with the Good News and to build them,n the faith. '':_ _estament Scripture with which they were well pilgrimage. '': The church in its role of school ought served as treasL_rer ot_his church.

• It is not adding one thing but developing a re- acquainted. " to be supplying those sa!isfying answers.. • Don may not have had the evangelistic gift, but
search-based, Spirit-led strategy. Thus, the great ingathei'ing of souls at that time " The sain} will find- fulfillment• and the church w II the gifts cf encouragemen_ and pastor made him a

• was not lust because Peter had become filled with " grow when the saint serves_so the church must be . tremendous follOw-up worker• a conserver. Was he
THE BIBLICAL ACCOUN'[-- the Spirit. It was the right mix of a Spirit-filled a workshop. It Should train its Christians. recognize less valuable to God? No--he was JLJStwhat God

preacher, 120 disciples filled with the Spirit,, Chris- their God_:given gifts, and provide opportunities to wanted him to be.Today he pastors a church.
• " THE RIGHT MIX tin.n" workers previously trained, and a cultivated serve. So for the church, it Is not just.one thing. Marlene finished my class in personal evan-

I think I first became aware of the "right mix'_.of group of prospects, " - It is the right mix. It is church as delivery room-- gelism, went out on several calls andcame to metb
elements as I studies the account of the 3,000. nursery--school--workshop, say,."l.can't do this. I can't remember allthese
converted after. Peter's Pentecost sermon. I noted ' . i .'Scriptures, and.I get a headache when I thinl_ of

calling on these people." I finally agreed she might
that Peter's great power was because he was filled " " THE WORKERS--THE RIGHT MIX not. have this gift. Then I said, _'Marlene. will youwith the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8; 2:4). _hen I was °Chariee Shaver
plagued with. the question, '_lf I'm a Spirit-filled is protessor of evangelism at Ephesians 4:11-12 teaches that Gocl has given serveas myscout?"
Christian minister, how come 3,000 have never been Nazarene .Theological Seminary evangelists, pastors, and teachers to the Church for She had the gift of hospitality, the. unique ability
converted througtl one of my sermons?" Ther_ I dis- . and minister ot outreach at the.equipping of the saints for the work of service, to make friends, end sensed she-could develop
covered the other elements in the mix: the First'Church o! the Nazarene, Today the pastor is valuable because he has a God, contacts that could become prosl_ects for the gos-

First though it -is true Peter was filled with.the. Kansas City, Missouri. given ability to commumcate the practice of ministry pal. If She would b_:ing them to me, I sensed.I coul_
Spirit, he was one of 120 filled with the Spirit. to laymen--and they all serve. Theright mix means share the gospel. She agreed. She'delivered Easter

both pastorand layperson serve and minister, baskets to the kids In her neighborhood, she had
38 ....
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services, the altar, follow-up, fellowship' groups, by the support of Christians, the convert will be lost.

SPIRITUAL DE(ISION PRO£ESS MODEL to him. aRc took .him to lunch when could barely special serv,ces, and most of all. the faithful work of" Chuck joined the church {.+2).
afford it.. when I left that church after nine year,i, the Holy Spirit. It was not'one thing--but, the right 6. The Holy Spirit was still working. In mass
Dbnnis still wasn't saved...., mix of many methods." - . .. evangelism, Chuck was exposed to the Splrit!s

COOS. COMMUN ICATOR5 _ MANS,_OLE ,,ore .ESPO.SC Then one Sunda_' night my phone rang.-It was Chuck and Jan are. evidence .of the cultivation sanctifying work. There was immediate evidence of
_.......... ,sop,,meo*._;_,.o_" Dennis.'. He said: "Guess what happened to me " process the apostle Paul believed in when he said, new strength and concern shown for others lh

-_ E,,_,,,_K,,o.,_ o,.. Go,co, | today." I.responded, "You got saved." "That's right." "1 have planted, Apollos watered: but God gave the service (+3).
. . , ,.,.,...,_o_.,o,C,o._o,, he sam, "in the Billy G_anam Crusadethis after- increase" (1 Cur. 3:6). They fit in many spots on When we realize that many'will respond t()God's

_ _ ^ ................... _.... noon.".Mass evangelism brough! him-in, but friend- Engel and norton's "Spiritual Decision Process grace as did Chuck and accoi'ding to the"SpiritualO,.,,'(_,r_p........ ,ao,,;ol ship a'ndpersonal evangelism prepared him. Yes, Model." Decision Process Model,". we have a reasdn to
. _ _ _ .o,,,,_A,,,,_..... _,._o,.o, = for methods, the right mix of personal evangelism, -1 Chuck. who admitted in preconversion days he plead for the right mix. For Chuck the church had

- c - 3 Pe,sonal P,oblern Recognition • _ fellowship evangelism, and public evangelism is would.have punched me in the_nose if rd offended to have the right mix--delivery room. nursery,
D_C_S_ONTOACT .needed to do the jbb. Today Dennis is a minister._ _ _ " him: was perhaps a -_6. He was aware ofsome school, workshop. The _vorkers--a right mix of cul-I

. = .,..._.._._r.,_.,.c,,,L In my first pastorate, new people tcal ec on in • -fundamentals of the gospel due to his Catholic tivators.]:converte'rs, and conservers enabled Chuck
r . " u'r

nEOE.En^,,C,,,. " " ' _ " NEwc.E_,u.E", ' their, homes used to sa,y to me, .Yo e the'most backgroudd---_but was hostile. . to move from rebelliod to love. and workers found
,o,,O.o,_,,E.,.,_,,o. sincere minister I ever met," b_Jtthey never came to
.........,,oo,_,o_od, my church. I discovered I was saying too much, too -2. CultiVation'took place through the friendship their place of service bbsed on theii" gifts. And- .'" - call and eventually helped move Chuck to a -4 methods--the right mix of personal, fellowship,

• c............ o....... ,o,o;,,, " soon _ind scaring them off. Eventually saw there position, positive attitude toward the gospel, arid, mass evangelism. "_
c......... ,.oo_ 3, The prayer of the Surlday School, teacher gave FOOTNOTESs,o._,_,.,. , - was a process most people went through preparing
._'o......... them to receive Christ. _ t'he Holy Spirit a channel for convicting Chuck.Inlern_l"¥NgflS eft ) 1. John Pollock Billy Graham The Authorized Biography (New York

_,,.,..,,,_,................. Later. when I first came on the staff at Kansas 4. -Finally time was 'ripe for a call to decision McGrawHi1966)p,,216
City First Church of the Naz'arene. l met Jan, a (-2), Ghuck had recognized, a personal problem 2, DonaldMcGavtanand win.Arn.'TenStepsfor ChurchGrowth
vouno wife who atteoded :our services on SundaY' (-3) in his inadequate family relationships, He gave _SanFrancisco:Harl_erandRow.1977),p,87

E_Et];_lTv " "_ _ ' " 3. Jemes Engel and E Wdbert Norton, What's Gone wrong wttt_ the

mornings." mentioned that I would hke-to meet her .
" " " husband who was .noi attending..Jan was fearful us a sign'al of his openness by continued church _.rve_r?lG,.ndRapids:Zondervan.,lS751.p, 13.attendahce an_ permission to call on ,him again. 4. Lelgbto-FordTheChrishanPersuader(NewYork:HaroerandRow.

: Jestany call I might make would upset her husband. We gave him the facts of the gospel (proclamation). _6s),pp._-_5. - Basic a_ble Christians
Aoa_ted from Jamet Ettg( anti kt W=ibe_lNorton Whal$ Gone W,_n¢_ _r_h
ih_Ha,vetlf?p 45Copyrg.t tgT§_on_erv_nColporabon_se_3oY_e'' . A, prayer letter went to fellowship:group leaders 5. ChaSes,Shaver Studiestor NewlGrovvingand specific;ally invited him to accept Christ (per- (KansasCdyneaconHillPressofKansasCity.1972
"_"°" " " " " " .requesting prayer for our personal eyangelism out- - " 6 CharresShaverConservetheConverls(KansasC_ty:Beacon"H

reach_ Ben BPOWn. Jan'S Sunday School teacher, suasion). He repented and put"his faith in.Christ. PressofKansasCtty.1976).p.15," ' God made him new. ' " .7, Engel'and Norton p 55

became.very burder}ed in prayer,for Chuck, her 5. A trained follow-t_p worker met _:egularly:to s. PeterWagnerYourChurchCanGrow(Glendale. Cahl. Regal. 1976L

husPand. Evelyn Smith. Allen Hall, and I went to call lead him.through Bible study. The Word and Chris- _.77.9, ThO names ol Rd4vldualS have beer changed (o protect their

the morns and dads over for dinner, she visited - on Ch_ci_-and Jan. -was very fearful. It was afriendship i;all, we stayed only 2e minutes, we did. tian fellowship were giving him resources to resist pr.wcyTheeventsaretrue
over the back fence,. _n-d. made endless cups of. not mention spiritual things, V_eonly invited Chuck temptation. Others became his Christian friends . 10 Acts20.20-21NASa. - "

I1. This paragraoh and most "of the remalmng portion ol this paper

. through our fellowship program. (Links of Love). It weropresenteaor_glnmlyatPastors'Le_dersn_Conferencessponsored
coffee. -. " " seems, if the pressure of the world is ?ot equalled oy1heChurcho11heNazarenein1977

I count now "four couples' she has brought to to Ghuroh,- The ne_t two.Sundays Chuck was in church. After
church and introduced to me. Of these we nave

the gospel to them, and one servi5e'l gffeeted him and suggested I would- I_] ._)____ _"_t_'__p_calledseentwo°ncouolesthreepresentedprayto receive Christ. As a result_ like to s_'op by to see him again. On May 1, Tom,Laura,, and. I called on Chucl< and Jan The Holy
the men of these two families have become pres_- Spirit openec hearts. Chuck and Jan prayed;.Jesus . . - .
i:lents of adult Sunday School class'us at me church came into their hearts, and their lives were tmme- WANTED: Vol. II. by John Miley. George M. Exploring the New Testament, Ralph : (
which I serve. '_ The Administration el the Holy Malone,,.Rte. 3, Box 69, Shoals, IN Earle $3.00 Introduction t,oChrlstlan.,'i

Was Marlene a failure I_ecause she <:ouldn't do diately made new. On me following Sunday they "- -Spirit in the _edy of Christ by .47581.
intensive evangelism? Oh_ nol She was a cultivator both kne|t at the altar at church as testimony ol Theology P_ulbertso'n end Wiley, !. their commitment to Christ, Elmer WiLliams began to George Moberly; Chrisfisnlty and Sin, Church of 'the Nazarene Manuals; $2 50; Christian Theology, W ey Vol;.
due to her God-appointed gifts. Let us not force meet with them regularly to guide them as they by Robert Macintosh; The More Ex- any before 1919 also 1932. 1936. umesl, ll, lll.$2.50each:Manymore.
all our people into the same mold, The right mix ol began Basic Bible Studies. cellant Way, by George Allen.Turner; and 1944: JIm,Norcross 1024 Bole- Will send a list on'request, Bill Jetton..
workers;in your church and" mine will requ.ire cul- " A new sensitivity seemed to grip them. Chuck's Purity ahd Maturity, by J. A, Wood:. vedere Drive,Slidell..LA 70458. ,,150 32nd Ave, E;. Tuscaloose, Ale.
tivators, converters, and consei'vers, language took on a new wholesomeness. Jan de- Dr.'P. F. Bresee and the Church He Volumes 10-14. saiah--Malaclll, of 35404. . -. ,

cided it would, better glorifY/ God if she refrained Founded, by !. G. M/_rtin;A P[incein the Pulpit Commentary; ClintonFisk.. 25 _eechm's Bible School, Jeur-
THE METHODS--THE RIGHT MIX from' attending, the Hollywood . movie':she, had Is'raM. E. A. Glrvin: Pentecost Re- 404_E. Tremont. D_yton. WA. 99328. nals. January. 1966 to first quarter,

have heard.some fierce debates aS to whether planned to go to, and God's ove so eng(Jlfed them footed and,the Effects on the Church; phone 509-382-.2644. 1977 (minus the second quarter of
public or personalevangelism was tt_e way to win that Chuck said their marriage, moved up. to honey-.. eS,p.o.bYBoxA.N.M'Klrkland.Hills"GarYwABkagerberg,98033. ' .... ume1974)'set,All'Fundame'ntalln'fair condlttor_,Tw0-VOlchr/st/anThe- ' _i
peOple to Christ; But both public and personal moon status. Scriptural Holiness, by early En- FOR BALE: ology, by A. M, Hills,.193t; Cruden's_.,

evangel sm are r_ede_. Paul summed up his min- May 11, Chuck joined the church by proiession of
g sh authors, abridged by R. G. Flex_ Volumes 15-18. Matthew--Romans Complete Concordance 'to/the' o[d.',i

istry in Ephesus: I didnot shrink.,from declaring to faith. Jan stood beside him and renewed her mum- on and published by Pilgrim Publish; or; the pulpit Commentary, Clinton and New T#staments, by Alexander, :
you anything that wasprofitable, and teaching you bership vows in her heart. Ing House, 1948; The Arminian Flsk .404 E. Tretnont. Dayton. WA -Cruden 1930 Peloubets Bible DJco":"
publicaJly [mass evangelism] and from house to In April of the following year.- re_/ival services Emphases, by Dr. Roy Nicholson; 99328. phone 509-382_2544. flonary, by F N Pe cuber, 1913 1925; !
house ,personal and fellowship evangelism], Sol- were held at our church. Chu(:k arc Jan sought and The Wesleyan Message, It's Scriptur- , The Preacher's Homiletic Corn- The John C. Winston Co.; Irwln's
emnly testifying to both Jew'S and Greeks of re- found the'sanctified heart and Spirit-filled life. New al end Historical Bases (194_)) and mentary, 31 volumescomplete, good Bible Commentary, C. H. Irwin_.ad_
pentance to God and faith _n our Lord Jesus evidence of concern'for others was apparent--they The Wesleyan Message Bearing Fruit. condition,$175 plus shipping.Harold ]tor;rHarper's Topical Concordar_ce_ "
Christ.,._o were excited b_ the opportunity of teaching In va- (19421 publ{shed by Light anc Life H. Hayes, Rte. 1. Cant0n, IL 61520. compiled by Char e_'R Joy; R_vised r;i= and Enlarged Hurlburs Stere:of the",_- Press;A HolinessManifesto, by C.W. New complete Set 13-volume,

Judy stood alone for God in her family. Dennisl cation Bible school: - n
her brothe_:, began to attend church_ He was m his. This cne redeemed couple represents so much of "Butler: Insights Into. Holiness and Twenty Centuries of Great Preaching," B'lble,for young and Old by Lyma
20s, an Insurance salesman, and of the world. For what outreach means at a local church. There' is Further Insights Into Holiness, by each book sealed Individually in orl- Hurlbut 1932, AIbert,L Lepley, 1526 '._
four years I worked on my friendshll_ t0.him, prayed prayer by many, a concerned Sunday School teach- G(}lger; Elements of Theolbgy,, by glnal.wrap: $150; Exploring the Old • D Oldtowne Manor, Cumberland, MD i
for him. once in awhile preacl_ed to him, witnessed er friendship ca ling, personal evangelism, worship Luther Lee; Systematic TheolOgy, Testamenl, W. T. Purkiser, $3.00; 21502..,' .'" . 41
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__:-" cepted Christ under Pastor Earrs more secure. Instead of mentally Voice, a friend Will ask, "When
R

- . _iaJstry, The discerning man of developing_some hidden fear• are you going to have your own
It.doesn't take long forit to destroy a bOdy God,soon sensed the Lord's gifts they take a different tack. They, church?" The not-so-subtle Im-

in the young man's life and on-' check threatenirlg-thoughts with _)lication is that the associate will
couraged their development. In sound reasomng: " "arrive" only when occupying the

: _11_ _i_ _Ii_H_K_;ti_H time_ Clark not.only graduated." "His success. ,s our success..senior position. A qualified asso-•_llr w_llllql came a full-time youth director in plish the mission our Lord has left-handed compliment indirect-. his home church. . given to us." " " ly: "He won't stay; h_'s toogood."
As the church grew and as Please note the "our" and "us" Again the feeling tone is that the

• Clark's st.rengthsin preaching be- vocabulary on which effective staff member is either second-

by Charles My under, Associate pastor of Rose Drive Friends Church Yorba Linda, Calilomia camepastormoreEarlaskedand' himm°retoobvious•becometeamplacesleaders,,l.,,HerethriVe'atRose"WaYDrivere""ratetor,,in°rtheWillnearbec°mefuture,a"head pus-
• " - his'associate pastor. Acouple of Friends Church,. our ;:)astor never The alert associate, by the Way,

years later; the church took a says, "my" church• He always soon learns to put friends at ease

Cleta almost apologized to the immune from nterpersonal ten- as foundations for strong staff giant step of faith and started a speaks of "our" Church• "our" with some •common sense talk:pastor for what happened s_ons.On the other hand, they relationships, daughter congregation. Clark ministry, "our" goals. He avoids "1 like it here. My ministry lets
. while he was on vacahon. Nosur- know pressures over secular, job The senior mimster _ets the was God's man for the new the "1. me.'my" syn(;l[ome like "me do all tha things l enjoy most

pnse. She was the loyai type. the re ationships toucn virtually every tone for tne.whole church as well ' church.-Pastor Earl supported plague, May his tribe in- and few of the tasks I dislike.
kind who for years taught Sunday working person. So _hy should as the staff. I_ makes little dif- him to the,hilt, but later admitted crease! imagine .you would like such a
School and loved every' minute, the devil ane his coho_'ts m]t " terence in terms.of.attitudes his fear of )o_3ing aJl the yout_g Saoend, asensiliveseniorpas_ job. wouldn't you? l hope the Lord
Cleta was reporting on the new .their .,attacks tO•the aity? .'The whether' the staff,is.I)aic_ or vol- couples inthe church. He knew tar willbuild the esteem of each .never calls me to another
associate pastor; "1 dorl't want to devil's legions take diabolical de- unteer. The same principles up-- thesemembers near Clark's age staff member in everyone',_ eyes. church!"

, ,, e

hurt .your feehrlgs pastor, sn light in a Strugg e fo_: power and ply, at -least m spirit: to:small •would help launch the new can- Successful pastors major on Third, a successful senior pus-
began• 'but Dic}< did-a wonderful prestige among churcr staff churches and large• But m his gregation_ but he wondered If credit-sharing and partnership, tot will let each staff member
job. of preaching while you were. members, What is funnier from God-(j_ven position of spiritual they would" deal a or!ppling blow Botl_ in public and .private th'ey • work in his.or her area of
gone. •" . Sarah's wewpomt, than commit- leadershil),, the pastor's .act_on_ o .the mother church inadver- speak of staff members with re- strength. . .

The understandMg pastor ted Christian leaders who preach and attitudes are crucial• So con- te'ntly. Some_lOO young adults did spect and appreciation: Take the Rev, Jones. was- the founding
slipped his arm around the elder- love on Sut]day ano stab each sider his •vital role in staff relation- make the move with thefullbless_ matter of titles as an, example, pastor' of a new church. God
I¥- saint's shoulders• "Cleta," he other" in. the back during the ships first, mg of the mother church. In "more and more churches se- blessed his faithfulness and the.
smiled,. "that just shows what week? "Better yet," his demons - He walks a tightrope. On one Instead of cringing in fear, Pus- niorministers are honoring per- church grew. In time he began
good. judgment we have! .You giggle, "it ruins churches!" end of his balance pole hang tar Earl led "the mother church to manent staff members.as"Asso- looking" for. an associate pastor
wouldn'texpect us to hire anyone I write as an associate pastor initiative and authority. Like Jesu's move out in. faith adding staff c)ate" or "Minister.of Evangelism, with •strength in Christian educa-
but the"best would you?" Cleta who feels deep satisfaction in h_s and Paul with .their teams• .he andexpanding facilities. Within a Christia_ Education.,.Youth, etc: '_ tion. Candidate Carl seemed to fil
smiled with an obvious sense of role. Yet real temptations ano must exercise his leadership..On the -daughter church w_s They reserve the somewl_at the need. and the chdrch hired
relief..•Everything was all ri0ht subtle pressures in two churches " the other end of his balance cole healthy., and growing while the .demeaning title, '"assistant" for him. Rev. Jones's philosophy was
because her pastor did not feel • over an eight-year period alert dangle his attitudes. Like the mother' church was averaging temporary interns or seminary to fit the lob to the employee, not
threatened. II was okay.for the "me to the tactthat staff tensions great New Testament leaders, be more people in attendance than students fulfilling field work as- the employee to the job. He al-
new'assoctate to succeed, can strike at a church. What is must remain vulnerable, tender, betare the new congregation signments. In a dozen other ways lowed each staff member to work

Cleta is' no fool. She simply worse, .heart_to-heart converse- and open. Bishop Gerald Ken- started., they build respec_ for each ease- in the Idnds of ministry where he
discerns possible problems tionswithother.pastorsandasso- nedy once called.it the balance
quicker than some people do, In ciates unco,;/er a bloody path • of between being tough-minded and 'Not every potential, staff con- clare, establishing the idea of a or she excelled..flict receives aCinderella ending, permanent team. Once Carl was at work the wise
all too many churches, staff ten- injured victims and damaged -tender-hearted. If the pastor - A good friend of mine-became an Few church membersrecog- Rev. Jones noted where the Lord
sions do indeed mar the fellow- churches. What can De done leans too far eitherway, he loses assocJale i_ an established nizethe uninteetionatsocial pres- b'le_sed his minist_ for the good

"ship and hinder growth. The about it? Is It "inevitable? Do his balance and courts disaster, church with a new pastor. His sure whicha (:apable associate of/;_herchurch. Astheir numbers
"Sunday-front Syndrome," so Christian leaders not know a bet- Consider four practicalguidelines . story is that the' senior pastor receives from well-meaning pea- kept growing, Carl received more
characteristic of the uncommit- ter way? forhis important role. used him like a servant boy. He pie. In a complimet_tary tone of responsibility in the kinds of min-
ted, reaches its ugly- tentacles A working philosophy of mu_- First, a competent senior pus- gripedaboutthe"Carry-my-brief- "
into the heart )'elationships of far tiple-staffrelationshipseliminat's tot will vieweach'associale usa case-.u_stairs-for-me" type of i-'zEl;3_'---_t -.
toomany church staffs. Every- much of the heartacheand pain. colleague, not a competitor. : treatment. The senior paster .
thing looks good on Sunday but .Witllout apology themodel I pro- The hidden pressure on a pus- could see only the utter lack of
infighting rumbles, during the pose draws from Rose [:3rive tor's ego builds when an ease- loyalty by his new staff 'member."
week. In some churches the sit- Friends Church in Yorba Linda. ciate.'really succeeds and the Soon each was Criticizing the •
uation deteriorates until me oas- Calif.. wherel.now serve. Its of- church members praise him ministry of the_'c)ther. The asSoci-
tar gwes nearly all his time-and fective senior pastor., C.W. Perry, openly. Secretly, he may wonder, ate fauna allies'in the personnel
energy to staff direction and con- leads the'way in .producing an "What if my associate's following committee who hired him," The
flicts..The tragedy is that he has 'unusual harmony and loyalty becomes too .large?" A senior semor pastor appealed to the el-. "
inadeq L_atetime left for personal among the staff. While the guide- pastor is p{:obably less than hen- ders. At the sad end of the squab-
devotions, .study, and care of the lines suggested here may not fit est with hifnself if he does not ble both men left the church hurt ._
merfibers. " " every church, it will sel;ve as one admit feeling somewhat threat- and blaming each other.

Yet strange lo tell. soma example" that worlds. It can also ened. Take Pastor Earl and his" When an ever increasing num-
church members believe'their hetp church members to under- young associate Clark, for ex_ bar of people appreciate the

.pastors and stafL members" are stand the need for firm principles ample. In lunior high, Clark ac- God-given ministry of an associ,
ate, the best senior pastors feel
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istry where he proved most profit- ago I caught myself playing,with from his wife lightens his load
able for the Kingdom. "Some a deadly daydream. I wandered. "immensely: While camping, a " . . .
tasks, of course _equired _oing down the hall to the senior pas- father may have the s.trength to
.whether Carl found them. e_njoy- tot's office. The door stood wide carry a small log by _imself. But

able or not. But as most of his open, although he was out at the if his strapping young son grabs - ..._,_.._.,._

energy went into the kind of min- moment. Stepping ins'ide'l began , he d of the ottler end, log carr_/Ing '_
- istry he did' best, the earned re- picturing myself sitting in his turns from drudgery' into [dlea-
spect of the church members, c,hair. occupy ng his large office, sure. So.a church staff member
followed naturally. Rev. Jones tel- exercising his responsibilities. All can give some relief to an overt
Jowed the same pattern with each ' at once awakened to the jarring, worked senior pastor.by.assistin_) • . .,h ,,_ ,,_ _ - -

staff member• r_ality of my fantasy. "What am f cheerfully. " _k_l ' " " "Like good 'marriages, healthy doing?" I asked myself, knowing Third,-a qualified asso¢letewll'l
staff relationships require con- fullwell that it was the sinister sin let the boss be the boas. He or

. slant attention: Alert senior pas L of envy. Ifonly took a moment to she will not try to take over .the " " "
tors meet often with their staffs get back to work and seek the helm of the ship, nor grab the
to keep communication lines Lord's help.in correcting my per- wheei. Two churches _ our de- by C J Stodola
open and to develop warm friend- apective. .nomination are going through _ " '
Ships, The best staff rr{eetings Most staf.f members sense in- traumatic times-because some-
incorporate the proper mix -of stinctively that their ministries.will one ignored t_is simple principle. ..
worship prayer, fellowship, suitor if the senior minister, does In one church two men shared the -- •
brainstorming,.idea test ng, plan- not succeed in-his. The best way pastorate. They tried to cooper;
ning, and reporting. In.this setting to help the senior pastor, to.suc- ate and let each major n his own As a young girt, often dreamed that one day-I one almost ,every newly born:again person was
each staff member's areas of'ceed is not by desiring his posl- strengths. Both were capable with _ would be a pastor's wife. "There's no way you driven back into his old ways or out of the ehurc;h by
strength soon become obvious to Lion but by each staff member proven records of effectiveness, can pick out a ministerr' My friends laqghed:'But as hurtful unfeeling words, r watched the despair m
the others. BOuncing. ideas ell doing his or her own task with But a churChwith two bossests a . . I became a teenager, Iwas convinced thaiGod was my.husband's eyes, .expertenced his deep de-.
other Committed leaders give excellence. An effective ministry two-headed monster." Both. pas- ca]ling me to be' ust tbat--a,preacher's wile presslon as heard him _ainly trying to pick up t.he
added insights to any plan of by any staff member reflects well tors.soon resigned. .I did become the wife of that preacher of. my " pieces. And finally with desperation, we sold all of
action. Each person can avoid' on.the senior pastor's leadership. .'Fhe other church lust went : dreams, but. I had many e_sons to earn over the _our possessLons and went back to school (really to
pitfalls and _iscover r_ew pOssibil- A church staff is like.a.good foot- through a painful split. An amP- . years, At our. first pastorate, we traveled'40 miles to get away "from the pressures of the pastorate)
ities. . ball team: Each. member must lionel issue is catching the allen- a little basement church twice a weeK. and 40 miles We were defeated. . .

Finally, an outstanding senior play each position well..If one lion, but it is only the f agon the back norge again. We "wore" out four cars in ope" ' Now at another place and another-ttme the hurt Ks
pastor wlU stress financial gene- succeeds along with all the-orb- mountatn. Beneath it lies a deep- year. My very young husband stepped, into the "almost forgotten. It is tucked away in the far corner
rosily for the staff members, ors. the team advances the ba - er. reason. Two leaders were de- pulpit that first Sunday. to preach to only-one old bf my mind because ram much too Idusy'to dwell

He will take the initiative in If one fails, the whole ream'loses veloping two different ;_hiloso- man and our family of three. My dream.was un- on-me might-have-beans or even the could-bes.
speaking up for them at the time ground. But the best players do phi.es of ministry, for several folding:.! soon realized there was not much.glamour. Tomorrow I must teach, a class of beautiful, vibrant
of salary review. If the senior pas- more. They not only execute their years, Two styles of. ministry but mostly sacrifice• young people. WhO are hungering and thirsting for
for wants to keep his associates own task with excellence but also meant two followings in the same I learned to love our -first sanctuary, even with God. r must have the words that will prepare them
on the staff, a near starvation rush to the aid of their team- church.'Wherf'the bos;_ was not its musty and moldy basement smell and me buck- for a life with Christ, yes"ano a life of uncertmmy

the.boss it led to inevitable con- ets of water we-mz)pped up on rainy Sunclay morn- Wiil they grasp enougn strength from a caring and
wage will not do. A hal pful guide- -. mates Flexibility to seize the un-
line is to raise the associates' expected opportunity on any play flict. . ings..My heart saddened as I v_s_ted _mpoverished . loving God to help them over rough spots ,n their
salaries to as close to his own as "is a mark of greatness.. By way of contrast, every staff - "t_omes that lacked indoor plumbing. I saw poor lives? God help me.
possible. Because it spares them Second, an•effective associate member needsto think through people.worK long t_ours, and rtaugned with Old men "1hear. a knock, and open the door to Ch;_rles. a
the humiliation of begging for a wlllalways remember that he or the Bible'steaching on authority, who told funny stor}es. Ilistened to wisdom'tnat -15-year-old who has n_den hbs bike -18 miles m
livable income; the associates will" she is an assistant,.The associ- spiritual gifts, and loyalty. A Spir- •..._ sometimes spanned !ifetimes of 80 or 90 years, and order'to be'in tne serwce tor_=ght I feed mm food
feel deep gratitude, ate will not want to be called an it-filled associate s _ould find I hung on to tr_ose words wishing t Could remember brought over by someone in my congregation. My

The senior pastor sets a con- assistant.nor treated like one. Yet nothing more satisfying than" ful-" them longer: . , eyes fall on the many 'gifts of love scattered about:
structive tone and helpful pol_c=es ne or she knows, if perceptive, filling the deal red of the one in Once rsparkled u p rne nouse to'entertain a great an o=1tam p, especially cnos_ n because I like red, a
for. a spirit of teamwork. If the fhata firal.prority is to assist the authority,,In tact the efficier_t man of God. I.heard him [augn and.saw the humah plaque fashioned by the hands of a'young girl,
staff members want God's. best senior pastor, Each senior rnin- worker, through discipline, will side of ihis serious man of the pulpit. I delighted m paper flowers made especially for me dy a (Jimple-

• for.the church they Will.embrace ister somehow communicates the make "quick to respopd'l a ;)re- catching little bits of wisdom _that came from ms cheeked child. I humbly remainder wben the ladies
his]nitiatives. No teamwork works special ways he likes or expects fessional motto• lips,, and then watched in embarrassment as he from my church washed.dirty dishes'!he week I'was
Without a team, The be,st senior assistance. If'may.moon preach- Finally, an outstanding ease- brushed prig 'strands. of White dog fur, from nCs sick. . • . •- " " Where are those sacrdices? There is only toy that
pastor in the world can run into ing during his absence, relieving elate will remain loyal when oth- navy blue su_t. . . . .
severe problems with a trouble- -some part of his work load, or era criticize the denier minister. . At another pastottate I r_early lost my dream. Over God has allowed my dream to come true. He has
making staff member:, For a suc- confirming his good ideas for the Most criticism contains a grain'of " " " a hundred people accepted Christ. and I walked r_eJpod meto 'realize that this is His church. He is in
"cessful team effort:the associates church's future..A helpful staff truth, however distorted and ex- around in an emotional high. Itwas exc=tmg to hear control. Whatever happens. I wo[k _for God. not

•"must practice workable principles member will do. his or. her besl aggerated the facts. The temple- how they Loved. Jesus. and how _He was changing man. I learn.again and again to fasten my-eyes upon
of cooperation as well, In reid- regardless of what" personal lim; .lion to lend an understanding their lives so much for the better: I rejoiced with Jesus. andnever to look awayfrom'Him., lam learn-
tionship to the senior pastor., con- itations might be felt. ear is ever present• Some'church rosy-cneeked Children wno eegan to smile because ing tnat prayer and.God's Word become more and
sider four guidelines for a staff A little asslstaqce makes .a big members will try to manipulate a M0mmy's and Daddy's eves were different now. more important to success as a woman of God, and
member, difference. A husband may move situation by communicating dis- Then descended ]o the depths of despavr and as .a pastor's wife• Mostly I thank God that He

Flrat, an able asa0ciala, will the heaviest furniture in the satisfact ons indirectly through a watched helplessly as tongues lashed out like cruel allowed a 19-year-old cnild bride to begin the dif-
pray for the senior minister's suc-' house. But when moving an awk- staff member.'But one can avoid knives at the =mperfechons of these new "babes" in ficutt, but oh, so rewarding vocation of "preacher's
eesa, not his job_ Some_ years ward mattress a helping hand • (Can#nuedon page 61) ., Christ. cried out. not understanding Why, one by wife." . _j_
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.. picture of faultlessness and mature saintliness that There is a sequence n the divine working with
,tenderhearted listeners "cast away their con: men and women. Awakening and conviction pre:
fldence" every time they hear us preach. In our cede repentance and faith. Repentance and faith
zeal to shock and Jolt the entrenched deadheae let precede the new birth. The new birth precedes the

w . " 1" . " . "US take care lest we unsettle the super-conscien- Christian life. Christianlife precedes the discovery

WHAT/S HOLINESS PREACHING?. ,Ious.Yet we must-not be so tentative and timid of carnality. The discovery of carnality precipitates
that our prea'ching rocks people to sleep instead of an acute longing for full holiness. A deep desire

• but of it. " leads to a cris=s of surrender and consecration and
But if we only locate people, we fall short, of the self-crucifixion. This crisis tssues in a Spirit-ener-

" " i,bY Richard S. Taylor " • • ' ,.. mark. For Christians to see their carnality without at gized faith that walks into the blessing and brings- - the.same time seeing its cure Is a sure road. to the inner release and confirmation. The release and
. . - t despair. Preaching should direct attention''to the. confirmation set one singing on the highway and

promises of the Bible and .to the provision of real progress beg ns Progess leads to suberises of
perhaps" we should begin with a t_nreefo!d sum- your righteousness shall exceed :the righteousness " theCross'. It should build a quiet inner certainty that divine discipline and molding and .further self-dis-

mary. Holiness preaching is the declaration of of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case the Spirit who called can cleanse:' who'uncbvered covery, which,.carry us higher and farth'er along the
the divine standard, the proclamation of the divine enter into the kingdom of heaven" (Matt. 5:20), Or the infection can heal it. The gospel nc udeS no bet- way to maturity, saintliness, ahd usefulness.
power, and the exposition of the divine rJrocesses, this: "Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Loid. tei" news than that the Holy Spirit can unify.a divided Now this sequence is essentially Uniform and
The standard is related to what is expected, the sha E_nter into the kingdom of heaven: but he that heart, quiet a restlessheart, purge'an unholy heart, miversal. When a mild Calvinist such as V. Raymond
power to what is possible, and the processes to doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven" and satisfy a longing heart. " . Edman traces the stages of the way (cf. They Found
personal experience. " "(Matt. 7:21): How important it is that the preacher _ " " " " the Secret] this is, by and large, the path. Each of

When-the mar_ in the pulpit makes perfectly clear should possess this perspectivel the two major crises is preceded by preparation of"_The solemn pronouncement ,of Hebrews 12:14 III
the kind of life God.desigqs, the Spirit working in . .... the Spirit and involves personal requirements and
the pew can then create-self-knov_ledge and hun- that holiness is the indispensable requirement for 'But we dare not.sidestep the task of explaining conditions. ,This is the divine movement, from God
ger_ When this same preacher p'roclaims the power seeing the Lord is not the offbeat notion of a.mav- processes: Here we deal.with firstness and second- to man and man to God--the gracious shuttle "of
of God in Christ to cleanse a.nd enable, his listeners erick writer: it is the epitome of the entire New hess. of consecration faith and the witness "of the the Divine Weaver.. It is this which keeps the
are inspired to believe in holiness as a personal Testament--indeed. of the entire Bible. Holiness Spirit,.. We must trace carefully the steps and the re!ationsh p personal, dynamic, ant_ thorqug'hly
pos'stbility. But thel man of God is not' yet a corn-, preaching is first of all therefore the declaration of "stage s, so that-the pilgrim will expect neither too moral at every stage.
petent holiness preacher .u0til he so'explains the this divine st_ ndard, much nor too little at any particular stage. Not only Now our. pre.achiY=g should so. illumine" this se-

. w.orks.ofgrace but the nurture o.f grace.requires quence that our isteners learn to"think ir_ these
way in that people under his preaching are finding II constant attention
their way in. terms. Even the unconverted who hear us often will

Such holiness prea'dhing requires' mucfi prayer, But it is also the proclamation of divine _ower. Irl_recent years there has developed i[_the holi- . become aware that if they are to be saved they
study, labor, and courage• It Js the most difficult Bob Schuller talks about"possibility thinking." The " "hess movement a tendency to decry preaching . must meeI,,certain conditions, and that after be ng
and exacting demand in one's ministry The inteltl- holiness pl;eacner, must learn the art qf possibility Whlch seeks to define metl3od,The reaction, has not.. converted'(herejs a subsequent expffr e0ce toward
gence must_be capable of grasping fine distinctions _reac_hing. ,What are the possibili.ties.of grace? .1. : been ,totally without reason. It is very easy for in- which they should move from the _/ery start, which I
and making them clear to ordinary folk..The spin'it have a sermon with the rather-colloquial title, "How structions to bepome so standardized that they also involves definite conditions.• " .=
must be impelled by a profound conviction of truth .,Holy Can We Get?" Of course, much depends on- prove to be•straitjacketsto the seeker, or else worse Neither cao we avoid altogether'being even-more
and .an equaliy deep sense of urgency. Th_ per_ how holy we want to get. But there are people'in -yet a turllstile Which will at one in if only the right ..specific and getting down.to infant steps to aid a
sonality must;be radiant with' the anointing which this world who really long to be holy, who have been - coin is dropped inthe slot. spiritual tod01er. I knew. a woman who had learned
turns articulation into communicatiofi, and which . squelched and ridiculed by littlepreachers who'had Methocls preaching Should give e.nough guidance • • that one'could be saved..The term became alive
guides winged arrows of truth straight to the.heart, a little god who dispensed only a--little grace:, to point directions,; but not enoughl to constitute a with meaning to her:but she did not know how to be

• . . . preachers who dampened hopes rather than ig- . regimentation of. the Holy Spirit. We must lea,/e saved. She went from church to church, slippirlg
niting them.. ,, r'oom for! the Holy Spirit t_ lead by unexpected into the.back seat to lister) eagerly for simple i-n,

. . . . I : , Does. our preaching build faith?.When people routes and means, and for His secret dealings with structions. Finatly she heard the sermon that made
As for the "divine standard• it is easily found _n listen to us, are they .prompted to ekcla]m, "Lord, the soul to be'as various as the persons with whom the way clear and she was almost instantly at. the

the Scriptures. "Who.sl_ all ascend into the hi I of the 'if thou wilt. thou canst make • me clean"? (Matt. He is dealing. As no two sr_owflakes are identicaL so altar.

LORD? or who shall stand.in his holy place? He that 8:2), If people keep listening to us, wi!l they exper- no two experiences ofe.ntire sanctification are iden- • " After a. year of great exuberance and exciting
hath clean hands,and -a pure heart" (Ps. 24:3-4). ience'a r se of conf dence in the adequacy of grace ticaJ in all details. Especially suspect are the meth- religious activity, she became keenly aware of a
Why did David pray for a clean heart and a right for them, with their specific problems and handl- ods which permtt an altar Worker to engineer a lurking doublemindedness. She heard of sanctifica-
spirit? Because he perceived the standard--"Thou caps? .- profession of holiness through, a series of neat tion, and again began making the rounds.She went
desirest truth in the inward parts" (Ps. 51:6).- Let us affirm the power of the Holy Spirit to search syllogistic steps. " ' - to the holiness churches, but received no directions.

Micah sorted it all out and brought the central and locate, While the Spirit can search a sensitive The Spirit is the guide into all truth, not the Another year, passed .when one Monday,night an
thing into focus. He said: "What doth the LORD soul without the preacher, most people are not that Christian worker, We can take the seeker only so evangelist laid aside the planned masterpiece and
require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, spiritually alert. We need. therefore, to preach in • far;ther_ the Spirit bows.us out. This may be 'the in simple ABC form explained the steps to. the
and to-walk humbly with thy God?" IMic. 6:8). such a way that the Holy Spirit through us can reasor_ why many who seek-first at a public altar blessing. Again she was at the altar befot'e.a song
Forms can so easily become substitutes for reality, expose the secret roots of uribelief, self-willfulness, finally break through at home. Or in the car: or even could be sung, She was the kind bf a person who
and divert attention from the main central thrust of covetousness, and. hardheartedness, and reveal on the job. couldn't seem to. find .her. own way. She needed
it all. Which in itself is very simple. This is what them as the sinful ug!y traitsof, the carnal mind Yet in-spite of these'very real _erils, we cannot -someone in the pulpit who could verbally takeher
God really requires..N0 matter how ornate our which they.really are .... cop out completely as guides. The H01ySpirit may by the hand. . - -
buildings, or elaborate our ritual, or meticulous our But let us also describe the blessings of the holy go beyond our preaching, but He generally begins We can avoid stereotyping holiness, and .avoid
performance, if we miss this, We have settled for • heal't--the inner peace, the quiet rest, the unity
mere.rel g ous scaffolding. - within, the deep vibrations of holy joy. People need with it," and works through it. If the Spirit didn't dry mechanics and manipulation, yet be faithful

• ,. We hear the declaration of the divine standard to be brought to the confession, "J have the marks need. us, why call us to preach at all? No; the preachers who explain the divine ;)rocesses as well
over.and over in theNew Testament. If "the pure in of carnality, but I _1o not enjoy .the marks of full communication.of truth by man to man Is (_od's' as declare the divine star)dard and proclaim the• ordained plan', and 'tha_ surely includes the corn- .divine power. This,.too,.is part of the answer to the

I heart" are blessed because they Will see God then hol hess.' munlcation of basic divine "Wh&t is holiness preaching?"
processes. question,

purity of heart is •God's standard for seeing God True enough, we should avoid overstating the
Matt.-5:8). And what an ultimatum this isL"Except " case in either direction. We must not paint _uch a " 47
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UNHOLY TEMPERS ' " ' ,uric"i*,OCCUR" 4_

' ' andApostasydo not write, the apo ogies we do But unholy tempers also need
not make. the prayers we do not cleansing. The Wise Man taught/ohn Wesley speaks oflove as " ]

- - qlD the fountain of all holy'tern- _hat ',',the thought of foolishnesspars, specifically tempers of pray, the good we do nol do.
meekness; humility, and the qual- I suppose the point' that may .iS sin (Prov. 24:9); he also taught
Ity of being _'easy to be entreated" need to be made is this, namely, 'that the Lord hate_ "a heart that by Norman N. Bonner . . .
(James 3:17). Among the wealthy that these are unholy tempers of dev ses evil purposes.. (PrdV: ..... •
men that Wesley knew over a people, not.unho y tempers of the .6:18). " " • • _ Professor. WeMern EvangelicalSeminary, Portland, Oregon
period of 70. years he could not sinner (or the ](Jstified belie'ver Even the ]3assage of athought
recall meeting even 10 men of only!). Unless or until a person . or impulse ol evil across the heart
such holy tempers (Works VII,, attains a state or condition where - leaves Its impurity. The con-
217). he .cannot be ter_ pted and "he science so often guilty of _'dead ='the propositions examined in this.study are four- of these'characteristics, listed.below., are ¢ fawn.

Even though we agree with cannot sin, he may be provoked works" needs tO be cleansed = fold First. there are hemispheres of biblical from this source and will be documented Irom,
Wesiey that riches are a hin- to an unholy temper. And if he (Heb. 9:14). So we are promised ti'uth which need to merge into a full.orbed sphere Hoekema's book [pages 373.403).
drance to the very first fruit of -has freedom to respond, nemay that "the blood el Jesus his Son of truth--overemphasis on either hemisphere may 1. A break with hletoric Christianity. Hoekema
faith, the love of God. we -may yield to an unholy temper.., cleanseth us from all Sin" (1 John Lead to heterodoxy. Secondly, there is a tendency to states, "There is. in all cults an abrupt break with
observe that unholy tempers pro- We do know many virtues of 1:7). The immediate context indl_ drift from orthodoxy in one or more areas of funda- historip-Christianity and with its confessions. ''3'For
ceed from the evil heart, the car,- ,.thePhar see who went up into the cates that this sin we are cleansed mental biblical truth whicli may lead to heterodoxy, this reason, Christians need"to take heed to the
nal mind, ahd may as easily t_e ' temple to pray (Luke 18:9-14): from particularly is the sin of not .which, if continued, may result in final apostasy., creeds, confessions, and disciplines of historic
associated with pride, love of 'I am not an extortioner, unjust," .walking in'the light a_ he is in the Thirdly, th'e cultic tends to separate one from the Christlanlty_ as well a_ the lessons learned from
power, and the favor .of men as an adulterer; fast'twice in the light,:i.e., not living in momentary, church,-and thus removed from the safeguards of church history. •
with the love of wealth:- week, I give tithes of all that I loving, and'comple!e'obedience orthodoxy the drltt may continue toward occultism. 2. A tendency to major In mln0rs_ "Cultists

In the Protestant Putpit (39 set- get."* Yet Jesus ex ;)osed the be- to God's will. Finally, there Is a need for Christians within the tend to take certain peripheral truths (or teachings
mons compiled by Andrew W. sic unholy' temper of the Phar- For John Wesley, entering "into chur:cri to examine themselves in the light of ortho- which are held to be truths) and to elevate them to• • " e a formal controversy would be a alex truth to determlr_e If tendencies toward the a prominence fat: greater than they deserve, where-
Blackwoo_ published in paper- Bee. Ithank the , God. that I am
back by Baker)..appears one of not as the rest of men.., or even Wi ful sin." So what does John culticexist, and. if so,to flee quickly to the Word as matters of major importance are played down. ''4
the greatest sermons I ever read as this publican."* Because of Wesley teach? .-"The proposition, of'God, the single citadel of truth. This3"isAdefinedtendenCYast°ward"afeelingUnhealthYofsuperiorPerfectl°ni"m'holinessto

• ",, ins"' those in other groups, particularly to the memberson the Forgiveness of S . The this pride, the Pharisee went which I will hold is this:'Aperson
preacher passes quickly over down to his house condemned, may be cleansed from all sinful.. • :- DEFINITIONS

" such gross iniquities as murder, not justified, In a far better con- tempers, and yetneed the aton: " - The te_m ;'sect," derivedfrom the Latin "Seaui," of the establisheG church. "5 For example, "Jeho_
robbery, sensuality, drunken- - dition to recetve the mercy of God ing blood.' Fol: what? For "nag- : meaning "to follow," may descflbe any dissentlng or vah_s witnesses claim that they are more obedient
ness To such" plainly adm itte¢ '. was the publicah whose one great Ilgences and ignorances;' for both - schismatic religious body, which may ormay not to God than ordinary church members sincelatter.''etheydo

' was God be merc ful to words, and actions (as well ass ns he calls attent on to (1) the ament , , Ilave parted corn pany with a longer-established far more door-to-doorwitnesslng than the
sins of temperament, such as sul- me a sinner.'" A person aare not omissions) which are, in a sense communionJ It Is not this concept with which this 4,: An extra-scriptural source of authority. This
lenness, vindictiveness,peevish _ be satisfied with living unjustly, tf:ansgressiods of the perfect law, paperis concerned, is the question of "ultimate authority." Is the Bible,
hess, jealousy, bad temper; (2) nordare he call himself a saint. And I believe that no one Is clear The term"cult" which will be the focus of this In itself, suffioient, or do we need some other
the sins of social attitudes, such Unholy tempers require both of these till he lays down this paper, has a more restricted meaning. Itis de- source to shed light on God's Word? This "extra-
as greed for money and power at pardon and cleansing, Unholy corruptible body" (Works XII, scribed as a religion regarded as unorthodox or scriptural source" may be dreams, as experienced
the expense of others; (3) the sins tem;)brs cannot really be con- 241).. Spurious; also a minority,religious group holding by noted, cultists including Joseph.Smith and Mary
of neglect, such as the letters we cealed IromGod, nor always from For revealedsinful tempers we _ beliefs regarded as unorthodox or spurious? The Baker Eddy; or second Bibe. as the Book of.

all men. And" because they. are needto admit guilt and plead for cuttle represents a major deviation from Orthodox Mormon, Pearl of Great Price, and Doctrine and
unholy in intention and exhibition, complete cleansing, For inaaver- . . : Christianity in one or more areas. Covenants, of the Mormon Church: or Science and
they need forgiveness. Why.is it tent negligences and'ignorances. Health with Key to the, Scriptures, of the Christian
Lesswholesome or less necessary the atoning bl pod is applied • " CHARACTERISTICS OF A CULT Scientists', or the teachings of the 144 000 (anointed
to request forgiveness for greed though there can be no confes- In his book "The Four Major Cults, Anthony A. class) of the Jehovah's Witnesses. Kurt Hutten

•George Falling or lealousy than for idolatry and slon of these, since they are "se- Hoekema traces the distinctive traits of the'cult. He found that in every cult studied, the ultimate ground
/s general edLtor dishonesty? Because these tern- cret faults." draws quite heavily from the work.by the.Lutheran of authority rested n some extra-scriptural sourEe.

The Wesleyan need These arepositive; strong, _nd " Hutten,whlch appealed in German He called this "the'Bible.in the left hand.'7 -

".i forchurch. perSforgivehess.hUrtother people, they wholesome positions on unholy theoiOglri1957.anunderKUrt'the title, Die Glaubenswelt des - 5. The denial of Justlllcatlon by grace alone"Aulhor s owntranslation "tempers, would you not agree? _j_ Sektlerers, (The Faith-world of the Sectarian), Some (EPh. 2:8-9), "Faith is no longer considered as the
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free gift of God to the unworthy s,nner, but a reward are not available to ordinary believers. This is one In the "Preacher's Magazine,

whi.ch has been earned by the faithful keeping of of the most dangerous traits of the cultist and leads f""==_ "_=_ 'qi_l_ _S
various conditions,and requii'ements."" Hutten calls to spiritual .pride.. Anyone. basing his teaching on ,_.
this the most basic trait of the cultists• and against such uremises, can teach about anything and sub-
this he cites the Refe rmation as asserting the win- stantiate such teachings Witn portiOns of the Word:

ciple of "Sole gratia'--"man s saved by grace 10. Proof-texting to substantiate doctrine. This " .
alone•" - is the tendency tO place strong emphasis on mean- .

6, The devaluation el .Christ. Salvation for the ings. 'or shades of meanings, of'.words, terms, I
cultist'is not determined by the grace of God .re-. single verses, etc, without taking inte consideration

, vealed in the cross of Christ, but the cultist assumes the "general tenor of the Scripture," including text. .-
a determinative role in the distribution of salvation.- "context, study of parallel passages, comparative
Hutten calls this a "shifting of emphasis, and does analysis, and use of the hermeneutical principles 'There are seven cnaracteristics of Summing.up in answer to questions,
not necessarily mean a complete denial of Christ's of sound biblical exegesis. This'is sometimes called " " " SAL'T FROM MY ATTIC a man m Christ. . Dr. Dorizas says:1. He had his sins pardoned (Col The most hospitable people in the -- ,i , O

missJon and work. but does result "in a minimizing "the kn ght-errant h_ethod,.,_ leaping from. verse, t Monotony is the dagger, which kills 2:10-13). world are the mountaineers•
of Christ's role as the only Mediator between God verse to bolster one s pecu ar behef. Th_s _s sub-
and man.'"' lechve rather than "obj ectl_te" biblical study. One the virtue ofattention. 2. He is cleansed from inbred sin The politest people in the world are• " Questioning. is a cheap thing; 'tls (1 John 1:5-9). .., .the French; they are the best cooke•

7. A denial of the person, pers0nality and per- approaches the Word.with a set of presuppositions answering .that costs. 3 He is tilled with the Seirit (Eph. The most contented people in the•
serial ministry of the Holy Spirit. This is a danger- . rather than askihg, ""What ooes the Bible teach We all have:our Iliads, but alas! 5:18-20). " , .world are me Monammedans,
ous characteristic as the He y Spirit serves as our apart from presuppositions?' The proper approach " - none of us areHomers: 4. He bears fruit lethe gior_ of God The.most beautiful women found
medium of communication with the eternal God _- to Bible study snoulo .be inductive as well" as thought"When isth°ughtthemedidine.toCaUsesa'dlseaSecureit. (John 15:1-8: Gal. 5:22-23). ar_ywhere,are found in the little South
head, The Scripture representsthe Holy Spirit as a deductive• • - " 5. He is a soUl winner (1 Cor. American country of Uruguay. Amer-

the most old
9:16-22).

person, even as the Father and Son are persons. 11. Door-to-'dooi-visitation versus public precis- The Roman swore by the affar of .ica and England have
John 14:16-17: "l.will pray the Father. and he shall ' marion. Paul said, ". - • it pleased God bythe fool- hisgods; the American has n=snews-. 6. He renders Christ=an service maids.-.• people; the Mongols are'the dirtiest.
give you another Comforter, that he may abide with ish'ness of preaching to .save them that" believe." .paper,Yousay all deas are o d -so is all (Matt. 20:28: Gel. 6:10; Jas: 1:27}. The Japanese are the mostcleanlymarble, but who will oeny th.at new The most melancholy people in the
you for ever;-even the Spirit of truth:whomtheworld This s not to dimir_'ish witnessing and discipleship, . . - 7. He _rovailsin prayer (John 15:7;• . 2 Cor. 1:20).. --Selected. "
cannot receive, because it seeth him not. neither but a call to proclamation with its supporting mm- statues are cut't . "July 1931 world are the Russmns.
knowetn him_'"John t5:26; "But when the Comforter istries. - • ...The worl<s'.of many-common men The Albanians are the most dil-
ls come,:whom wiltsend unto you from the Father, - 12. Emphasizing teaching and training eve=;y come down to us because those men tident, and the Greeks the most dem-
even the Spii'it of truth, which ;)roceedeth from the member to become a miasionary of the movement live_l In the age'of great men. as flies A NOTED TRAVELER'S ocratlc.

. Father, _e shall ,testify of me." John 16:13: "When father ;than emphasizing preaching and worship. . are em helmed in amber. OBSERVATION The most fearless men. as a class,
he, the Spirit of tru.th, =scome, he will g_Jideyou rote Teaching add" traihing are good. but must not pre_ --John A. Shedd. Dr. Miehail Dorizas--expkorer.,ath- to be found in the world are Engt!sh
all truth: for he shall not speak.of himself: but, what- clude proclamation ane fe owship. Body life in the April, 193_ lete. and college professor, wno has officers.
.soever he shall hear that shall he speak: and he will church includes -four elements: "kerygma" (wor .... traveled the world over, especially The Americans are the most gen-
snew you things to come." The Father, SOn, and ship), "koinonia" (fellowsh];))_ "'diakonia" (service), A MAN IN cHRiST the wildest and remote cornersof the erous ane the most prosperous.
Holy Spiri't are spoken of as:ipers0ns, not orinclples, ane "didaskonia" ,(teaching or training). " Text--"l knew a man in Christ' (2 universe--told his many.thrilling ad- --C? E. Corne/I
If God is a person ano Jesus Christ is a person, the 13. Separati0n'irom the body of believers. Grant- Cor. 12:1). ventures in the American magazine. July 1931 _J_
Holy Spirit must be a person. Personal pronouns " ed that Jesus sale, "For where two or three are
are used of all three members of t;qe Godhead. If .gathered together re.my" name, there am in the '
Jesus. a person, Is a Counselor ane i!_the Holy midst of them" [Matt. 18:20). This is a hemisphere ,(Continued from previous page) turn to hate, godliness to godlessness light tO dark-
Spirit is a Counselor, He must be a person. He can of truth. The other hemisphere is: "Not forsaking " hess, Spirit-control to demon-possession: It is easy
be gr'ieved, He speaks, He convicts, He 'teaches, the assembling el ourselves together as the manner " it cannot hear. But your iqiquities nave separated
He convinces He comes He "goes, He departs, He of some is, but exhorting one anothe.r and so much between you and your God; and your sins have hid for the cultic to move into the occult, the "seer" tohis face from you. that he.will not hear. For your become the "wizard," the "prophet" to become the"false prophet," and "praying" to degenerate into
enters. All these are qualities of personhood.' If we the more, as ye see the day approach ng ' (Hebrews hands are defiled with blood, and your fingers with "mutterin, g,"'The Christian needs thecomfort, fel-

deny that. qua ty' to the Holy Spirit, we must. deny 10:25). The exhortation LS:"And let us consider one Iniquity. Your lips have spoken,, lies,, your3 tongue Iowshi'p, and mutual burden-bearing of the saints:
it to the othe_ members, of the Godhead, ano what another to p_'ovo_;e to love ano to good works. . hath muttered perverseness (Isa. 59.1- ).
do we have_La nebulous "something." First "John (Heb. 10:24). " - 16, Emphasis on wrath and judgment rather than. the leadership of the Holy Spirit: the guidelines ofthe Word of Gocl. Apar( from these safeguards, one

5:7 states. "There are three that bear record in- 14, A persecution complex. The cultist thrives on love and mercy. The cultist" would call down God's
heaven, the.....Father, the Word, and the Holy G nest: what appears to h m to be persecution7 A cultist" Wr_;th and judgment on those who de not follow is in danger of drifting into the cultic, then theBeloved.OCcult,.
and these three are one," . . said:(1) doors were'slammed in my face. that made believe not every spirit but try the spirits whether

I_. The cultic group as the Exclusive Community me feel good; (2) some argued i_eatedly and 'bel-" their teaching rather than present to them .the then apostasy. John the Beloved exhorts,

o| the Saved. Hutten points but that the anti-church ligerently, that confirmed, my faith: (3) 'others..gave shouldHe_r°fferSisnOt_ome°f'G°d'Swilling:thatto"repentance.l°veanyandshouldmercY'Here,perishrememberingagain,bUtarethathemi.thatalltheygoneareOfoutintoG°d;thebecauSeworld,HerebymanyfalSeknoWprophetSyethe Spiritarepc em c, which is _o .characteristic.of. the cult,, is _ersonal testimony, I thought about this when I went
_ut the converse side of its own justification. This to bed at night " spheres of truth. God is a God of wrath and Judg- of God. Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ"is come in the flesh is of Godi' (1 John 4:1-2).

is, "1 only have thereceptacle of truth, all others are -15. Avoiding public prayer. The cultist, dislikes ment: He is also a God of Iovl_ and mercy. These
wrong. Since the cult.is convinced that it is theonly Dub ic orawng God's" true saints love to pray to-. . - - . concepts merge at the Cross of Calvary in,a lull- FOOTNOTES
true community o| God's people, it-must try. to show gethi_r. '_'These all cent nued together w th one ac- - _ 1 Webster'sThirdNewInternationalD_ct_onary
that the church s either an apostate Organization or cord in prayer and _supplieation" (Acts 12:5 I. Some orbed sphere of truth. "And now I beseech .thee 2. Ibld,meaning,numt_er4• that we love one another .... For many deceivers 3 ]*heFourMaterCults,AnthonyA.Hoel_erna.I; 374

art actual instrument of the devil. ''_" There is among cultists pray. ecstatically, other-mutter." Muttering are"" come into the world... He that abideth in the 5.4Ibld..p.S75".lb[O..p. 376.
the cults no appreciation for.the biblical doctrine is associated with demons in the Bible. "And when doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the 6. _b_d.

of "one holy catholic church," that is, of the univer- they s.ay unto.you, Seek unto them that have familiar Son";(2 John 5, 7, 9); 7. =b=,_.,P 37S
sal Church of Christ, composed Of Christ's true "spirits, and unto wizards that peep, and that mutter: s.S'_d.._b_d_.3S4_SS " " ""
people of all ages arid from all nations. Every cult should not a people seek unto their God?" (Isa. There Is a narrow borderline In the wodd of the _o.Hoe,ema,_g_S,.

I sa:ys, t'We alone are the people of God. ''n 8:19). And, "Behold, the Lord's i_and is not short- 11. Ibid. "g. The claim to new insights; or new revelations .ened. that it cannot save, neither his ear heavy that supernatural. When one crosses that line, love can - . .
. 51

of truth. These new truths, accord ng to the cultist. _Continued on next page) _ _
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rustic theqtogy. Some of these were offered in coopera* Moore: One major element in our on-going continuing

lion with Asbury Theological Seminary. During January, education thrust is related to the CEUs offered through
1981, seminars in Christian education, Free Methodist the King Conference Center which is a modern two-story
studies, Bible study, church history, theology, Old Testa- motel-_ype.facility, at the Nazarene International Head-
ment, and chu_cll music are beingoffered, quarters .complex• It has a lounge with a fireplace, two

:" Mark R. Moore Schoenhals: I should emphasize, too. the vigorous ore- lecture rooms wLth various v_deo facilities availcible. Each

• '" " " " : " gram oJ'continuing education which our. bishops have led of the 19 rooms has a private bath, two double beds. and
• " " " " ' " . . during lg8O.. They supervised ministerial workshops study areas, -

. .- throughout the.country. We are getting good reports on, Here we are offering auite a variety of CE opportuni-
, these. They _esembte your PALCON program to a certain ties--everything from church music, and campus minis-

_, f_ " " * extent. Are you continuing the PALCON idea, Dr. Moore? tres to pastoral leadership and'Sunday Schoo_ growth• A
four-day "seminar costs the student $125, a two-day

WHATHOLINESSDENOMINATIONS semitlar is $70.00_ This includes room. two meals a day,- ° Nazarenes: PALCON II-and AMS materials, and registration, t

ABOUTCONTINUINGEDUCATION Nielson: We.are in the process of reevaluating eur entireVU/N_i_i--_ program of continuing educat on in an attem Dt to develop

•_ J_J_ a comprehensive, coord hated program that will be for-

/ln£
• . . . .

. " Moore: Yes. It's our biggest continuing eaucation thrust ward-lookir_g enough to meet the needs of both o[Jr minis-
for 1981. -PALCON stands for Preachers' And Leaders' ters and laymen for years to come: Such a program would
Coriference. It is a program designee to update and up- involve our institutions of higher learning, our districts.

- Dialogs about the Practice of MinistryConducted by Mark F Moore. E_ecutwe Director. grade, the skills of OUT'ministers and to do it in an inspire- and our local chu rches as well as our general church. We') " : " " tional;manner.-Our first conferences four years ago were are anxious to have as much input into.that process as _s

Department of Education and. the k_inistry, Church of the Nazarene. : " - well received. Popular demand has required that we re- possible, ,
• peat and broaden the program. Moore: Lee. what cent nuing .educahon Dlans do Wes-

Nielsen: This-year's program will focus on holiness leyans il'a_tein the works?
- ._ Drenching holiness theology_ and holiness discipleship. _ Lee Halnes: Well. "in the works" Lsa good way to describe

'. ' • • - " In addition, there will be numerous workshops offered to : it. As you know I recently left Marion College to head up

lt'_:"_''=_I_'_.tl_J __mllL /'__ VernonmeetrSpeciflc needs Or develop specific skills. These our Department of Education and the MInlstry_C°ntinuingNazareneCollege, Olivet Nazarene College. Haines:

r_'":':_ t--_ " , conferences are scheduled, onour college.campuses in education, for ministers is "Part of my assignment and I'm• ,,,_ . -, _he U.S.: Canada,and Europe durtn'g the late spring and . just getting into it. i'm making some proposals to our
• _ " summer of1981. In April we will be at Canadian Nazarene General Board of Administration soon.

" '_ " _" ' '1 " " " :" -_ _ -"-ZC°llege: in June, at Beth}]ny Nazarene College, Mount Moore: What are some of those proposals?and We will spell out a definite program dui'(ng the
)_ll, ' j • Eastern Nazarene College; during July, Trevecca Naza- spring of 1981. Right now our goals include incorporating.

rene College and Mid.America Nazarene College, and in into our" program existing college programs such as area
Lee Haines " Jack Motwelfei" Lawrence John M Nielsen• - August, at Northwest Nazarene College and Point Loma ministerial conventions, ministerial refreshers, and spa-

. . Schoenhafs " " . . ' " " " College. European dates nave not been set yet. cial lectul;e series, We also hope to plug, into certain dis- -
" ' . - - • - " Moore: Four years_ago, PALCON was geared almost ex-' trict retreats conventions, and seminars. We will try to

• "' " " " ' : " clusively to pastors. But PALCON II is aimed at all minis- mold general church programs ant workshops Into this *-'

Recently the directors of continuing education, for tile pest of pasture ministry. The respondents i'ated each one " i i tars--pastors, evangelists, educators, andstaff ministers, picture as well.
Church of the Nazarene, The Wesleyan Church, and the on a'l to.5 continuum as to its importance in his ministry. • We hope every minister in the church will be involved.
FreeMethodistChurchgol togefhertotalkoverandst_are This is the start of constructing .a self-diagnostic instru- Nielsen: We als_ have an ongolr_g program called AMS..

It's a system of Advanced Ministerial Stgdies. It is a non- .plans and ideas. Participating were Jack Motweiler. merit that win give us.a lot of guidance for futuce C.E. Wesleyans: Ministerial Roles
directOr of Special Ministries, the Free Methodist Church; programs, degree program for already ordained ministers. Itis b0ilt
Lawrence Schoenhals, dlrector of Higher Education, the, . on the CEU--Continuing Education Unit--of credit. This Ofthe 80s and 90s
Free Methodist Church: Lee Haines. general secretary, is the standard unit for nondegree programs which are

Department of Education and the Ministry, The Wesleyan . designed for the educational upgrading, of professional -
. Church. John M. Nielsen. director of Ministerial Develop- Free Methodists: people. - We also nqpe to develop some new programs usmg

ment. Church el the Nazarene; and Mark R. Moore Qxec_ ,Compulsory GEMs? " Each CEU represents' 10 contact hours in a planned college campuses and certain district conference centers
utive director. Department of Education and the.Ministry, course under,competent Instruction. or 20-30 _ours of or local churches as regional.sites for continuing educe-

• Church of the Nazarene. Here's part of that conversation, -: homestudy, tlon.
Jack MOIWIDIler: 13"othe students justtake anything they I am rose recommending that we develop CEU video

Mark Moore: Jack, what Is the status of continuing educe"
t/on in the Free Methodist church? " " " Lawrence Scho(_nhs|s: Our bishops and General Con- choose, or.is there a certain sequence? cassette or video disc courses of stuOy. Also we will en-
Jack Motwel|er: Several interesting things are happening. - ference are highly, interested in continuing education for Nlels0n: There is a gooo deal of self-design in the pro- courage pastors to take advantage'of parachurch a_d
Dr; Schoenhals ha_,overseen the.whole area of minister/- ministers as their recent legislation shows, gram. Ideally the student engages in a series of CEUs interdenominational educatior:_al opportunities, I am also
al training for us. Now that he is retiring, have been Motweller: Yes, two years ago I presented s plan to the which will bring about mastery of a (:erta!n skill or body interested in exploring the possibilities of cooperative
g!ven the continuing education as part of my "'special Board of Adn:_lnistration which recommendeO.a manda- of knowledge. However. the AMS courses need not be efforts in continuing education with /uther'holiness de-
ministries" job description.' I'm very much interested in tory program of continuing education for ousters. The clustered In any one area. • . nominations. " '
this area. I'm finishing my doctorate at ndiana University • .plan called for the district superintendents to.work out a .Lee Haines: How does he go about earning such credits? Motweller: What about- private or self-designed pro-
in adult education. My disseilstion, which is well under, five-year plan of continuing educatlo,q with every pastor. .Nielsen: There are several ways. A person can get CEU grams?

way, Includes a diagnostic questionnaire which a minister It also Drovided that the bishops supervise a continuing credit from on-campus or extension classes set up to Haines: Yes, i'm recommending some special reaomg
can take and evaluate for himself what he needs tc stuoy, education program for district super ntendents This plan' meet.OEU requirements," or special seminars set uP-by • programs as well as a "still-to-be-thought-our' system of
Moore: That sounds like a sound id.ea--self-analysis of mandatory C.E. Was adopted without resistance.'By, districts or by the.general church,or even courses in non- _eer. group studiesIn which ministers help each other
based on.felt need. That's better than an.arbitrary course the time it got through generai Conference. ho_'ever, the Nazarene colleges or universities. A minister ca_ even study.
required of everybody. "mandatory" language was.changed to "strorlgly recom- Drlvately design areading and ministry program of his "" I'm doing my doctoral thesis on the ministry roles.ae-
Motweller: As a basic for developing this diagnostic tool. mend three CEUs in three years" or something like.that, own. mended by the 80s and 9Os and I'm hoping to develop
I did a pastm;'s survey of our denomination. Seventy-four Moore: How has thelegislation been carried out? . In addition we Offer 11 homd study courses, ranging some pi'eclse ideas and programs to help.our ministers
percent.of the pastors responded. It was a sort of needs Motweller: Well, during 1980 we offered several CEU from a stuoy el cults, and the occult.'to the doctrine of do an even better job.
survey. It covered financing, Dromotlon, denominat_onal, seminars here in Wlnona Lake at the International Friend- atonement. For each 10 CEUs a minister Is given an AMS Moore: I think'that's what all of us h¢ De to do--provide
relationships, " communication. • preaching--everything. "ship House. We had sam(nuts on inductive Bible study, _:ertificate. Usua ly this is pr.psentecl at the District Assam-. the vehicles,by which all of our ministers can improve the
The survey had 6_ statements which dealt with some as- leadership, cnurch administration, homiletics, and syste- bly effectiveness of their ministry for Christ. '_• , 53
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ta

,i . _-_w T_. this newborn Christian faith, places this as his he has done in the past. It may be that not all of us

• " central _and unqualified affirmation that God ts for have struggled at this point. It may be that there
us. _. God is rerun; are those of here who are not haunted by things

Worth Read,ng"Tw,ce" . . t,_,_!_ :,', There are many ways in which think the overall done badly and things oone wrongly in the past. But "
"'; • message of the •Bible can be _ummed up..But I do ihere are some wl_d ha{,e Iiv_d at this point. Paul

FI_L TI_J_IlU MPI['I '_",_' ' " not know if ,hereJs any:that is better than this for- was one of them. andthere, have been multipliedTME " " ' mule which Paulspells/ou{ for us here If tnere',s others.-Is the past r_ally finished with? .,Are my
i onemessage which reverberates through Scripture failures and sins really gone, to be {emembered

OF TME " _L_'_P_'' OF GO D . _1 from start to, finish, from.Genesis to Revelation it is against me no more forever? Pet'haps Fitzgerald• this--that God is on our side. He creates Adam, and was right. . . .
_, When Adam falls. He comes to the rescue. When The Mo_'ing Finger writes; and havmg wrft.

" : . by Alex Oeasley* _ mankind backslides into. sinfulness• He saves Noah l Moves on: nor all your Piety nor Wit
SO that salvation and t'he saved race may be se- _ - Shalllure it back to cancel half a Line,

- " " - ' cured• He calls out Abraham. From Abraham comes Nor all _our Tears wash out a Word of it.

INTRODUCTION is forus:it is.an affirmation that he is making here-- Israel. When-Israel fails He' does not give up,but Luther was tormented by such thoughts and ac-
This passage, with all of its stupendous elo- a stupendous affirmation: the affirmation that God is starts again, when the Exile is over. And when Is- cording to tradition flung his i(lkpot at the devil onfor us. • - rael fails yet once. more. He establishes a new one occasion. •so keen was the temptation,

quen_e marks the climax of the first half of the-
Epistle to the Romans. Everything that Pa(Jl has It can be rather important at times to know.who Israel. even though that Israel is reduced to•one Fr'ank Crossley, one of the great holiness leaders
said {n the Epistle, up to this point, finds its focus is for you "and who is against•you - At the Versailles single individual, the person of His Sot If there is in Britain at the turn;of the century, never seemed to
here.)AII .that he has said about man as the willing Peace Conference of 1919, Britain was represented one message, I say. which comes through clearly be able'finally to shake from his memory the haunt .•
victir_ of sin findsits focus here. All that he has said by two men--by David Lloyd George, the prime from the 15ages of Holy Scripture, _tis this--God is mg recollecti.ons of long years that had been mis- • • .

minister, and Arthur James Balfour. his foreign, on our side. God is forus. But if it is possible to 'spent ancl opportunities.that had been.wasted and
about God's justifying grace in Jesus Christ through • • - _ ' -
wl{,ich he has. brought rebellious marl into a re- secretary, an ex-prime minister, but also one of the.. (draw that conclusion from Scri;3ture as a Whole, on his dying bed. he .had h_s.children .come andre. there iS one particular instance, one conclusive and sing to r_im
st(Jred relationship with hlrnself finds its focus h_ most distinguished British philosophers•of his day
All that he tlas said about the p0wei" Of (3o_ to who had lectured on the Gifford foundation, the indubitable evidenc'e tJlat Go(] is on our side yvhich "'Just as i am. without one plea
sanctify •through .the indwellirlg of' the'Holy .Spirit ." most prestigious philosophical foundation in the Paul goes on to quote here in order to back u p But that Thy blood was shed•for me.• E]ritiah En] _ire.' Lloyd George gave it as his opinion " .his argument, and it is this': ."He who did' not spare And that Thou bldd'st.me com'e to Thee.
finds its.focus here .... "' " " that no mbre _rilliant mind had ever sat in the " His own Son. but delivered Him up for us all." 0 Lamb of God; I corse.'"

This is the aub'stance of the questioh which he is British Cabinet Room than Arthur James Balfour: . There is a moving•episode which illuminates this P_i'ull I suspect, knew something of the same ex-
asking us to consider at this point in the Epistle-- informed,-incisive, able-to see all.sides of every n Helen'Waddell's. historical novel about the great penence. '_1am the least of all the apostles;'" he
"What shall we say then to these things. Arid we issue. And when he was ca_lled upon to speak for .. mediaeval theologian. Peter Abelard. Hounded ey . wrote to the (_o_'inthia,'fis, "who am not fit to be called
might well respond to that question witt_ another Britain at one point In the Versailles Peace Confer- his enemies from his professor's chair, he now lives an apostle,--for I persecuted the church of God:
questlon--_"What indeed shall we say to. these ...... a n
things?" II_is hard to frame-an answer that would'be once, he startee-out in his true philosophical style, in seclusion in a small r'nonastery with a few simple howbeit I obtained mercy. This ts a fa th.ful s y g,with total and almost clinical detachment, arguing priests. As Abelard is eating orte evening wi!h one of and worthy of all acceptatibn, that Christ •Jesus
adequate to all of these• thingsin :their monumental the pros and cons and •saying, "Now all of these . the priests, Thiebault. the silence is broken•by the came into the world to savesinners: of whom I am
scale and their far-'re_tChing lmplic'ations.-And, in things are on this side of the argument_ and all of. cry;of a /'abbJt •caught m one of their snares, and chief."
fact, Paul does not frame an answereither. - .these •things areon the other side of the argument, they rush out- to release it. As the creature lies Now agpinst that kind of 'accusation •.against that

He answe_;s his 'own questic)n with three more and then he sat down. The lea•der of the French suffering n Thiebault's hands• he says to Abelard: _ossibility of-accusation. I ask you to notice-the
pL_estions. For these closing verses of the eighth d'elegat_on was Georges Clemenceau and Clemen- ""1 think God is in it." When Abelard presses him,as armory, the artillery, if you ike. which Paul draws
chapter are really structureo around three central ceau never had any doubts about where righteous- to his.meamng he points' to a tree that has been up. There are two ranks of it, First of all. Paul points
questions, which constitute Paul's response to the ness !aywtlen the interests of France werf_ at stake, sawn through. ':We seethe rings. •` he explains.• to the divine initiative in salvation-,"VVho shall
first question--"What shall we say to these things?". And Lloyd-George says that as soon as Balfour sat "only at the point wnere the tree is sawn. _)ut in bring any charge.against.God's elect? It is God wlTo
I know that if'one looks from the strictly statistical down. Cemenceau got up, turned and looked at fact they r_Jnthe who e.. en.gth of the tree.Calvaryis,.... ustfes"And,. . f t sGod'who, justifies, thenv_ho
and grammatical point of view, there are,fa[ more him and said. ':Well, which side are you on?"That the bit of God that we•saw, but mtruth He ts hke -w seek' to drive Him out and His verdict out of
than simply three questions. Paul has almost lost was a question which haunted the minds of men that all the waytnrough." . ' " court? That is the recurrent insistence of the New
control of the punctuation at this point and with and women in the Graeco-Roman world as far as Paul is using the'same idea. Is it imaginable that Testament and not least of the teaching of Paul. 'tin-
reckless ab'andon, he scatters euestion marks righ:t, thelr•understanding of Codwas concerned. In those having given us His greatest'gift. God'wilf now Christ. God was reconciling the world unto him-

" left, and center throughotJt these •closing verses, But days, people had nodoubts about•the existence of degert us in our nour of need? So he asks: "If self." "God hath sent forth Jesus Christ as a pro-
centrally, there are,three questions, which•together God-_athelsm is a relatively modern phenomenon. God be for us', who shall' be against us?" If God is pitiation through faith in His blood." "Herein is love,
constitute his answer to this question as to what is But what they were very, very uncertain about was against:us, it really does not make very much dif- not that we loved Ri'rn, but that He loved us and
the only possible response to all that God has done whose'aide He was on. They .could not count on ference who.is for us. And if God is for us it does sent "His son to be the propitiation for Our sins."
for us in Jesus CI_fist. His being on their side. Sometimes He rnight seem hot make any difference who is against us. :And the sec;ond rank• of PatJ's artillery, in reply to

- . to be.op their side, sometimes He might seemto be .. " this, beyond the divine initiative in •salvation, are

I. _'VHO SHALL BE AGAINST US? (_'. 31) on the oppos te side. Paul: as the. representative of II, WHO SHALL ACCUSE US? (v. 33) these three aspects of the saving work of Christ.
" ' " Paul moves to his second question, in. the 33rd '.'Who is to condemn" he says. And here is One

Martyn L oyd-Jones, with his characteristically " .verse: fr0m the question "Who shan be against Us?". pla(;e where .we might very well supply another
Welsh acidity, says that Paul must have been emit- . "
ten with Ertgllshnesa when he wrote this 31st verse, . . to the question; "Who shall accuse us: who shall question mark. Weare perhaps accustomed to the
because he says, ."If God be for us, who shall be • i; bring any charge aginst God's elect?" The imagery translation "It is Christ Jesus who died," But paul,• " ' " - is that of the law court. 'It is•possible that Paul may very probably .mai_es a rhetorical questio.n out of
against us?" With the tentativeness that Loyd- "Alex Deasley is professor of New have had Satan m mind'Satan as depicted, for this and says, "Is it Christ Jesus. who died for us,
Jones regards as being characteristically English, ;;: Testamen_ Nazarene Theological example, in the first two chapters of the Book of who was r'aised for our Justification, who intercedes -
Paul uses the conditional when in fact he means _-_:: Seminary. Job. And his purpose, then as now, is to subvert the for us at the iight handof God?" Is it th s Jesus who
the Ine cative.. Fo_ what he.is' really saving, here is --_:_....
not that there is any uncertainty as to whether God _" - • " -. Christian's confidence that he has really beerr ac- Is to accuse'us? The ground of our eternal accep-

cepted by'God, and to oo so on the basis of what tance with God lies in Jesus 'Christ crucified for
. : 55
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at God's right.hana where He intercedes constantly But one thing _hat I cannot doubt for a moment is
on ourbehsIf, the reality and validity.of His love towards me, man:• • -. ilested once and for all and sublimely on the Cross

" - Approach_mysoul. the mercy seat, of Calvary. And it iS through Him who loved us, and
. -. Where Jesus answers prayer: - 3. The purpose of preaching,

.,The('ehufnbly fall before His feet, whose Io_/e SHines o(Jt eternally from that Cross, A BOY'S RESPONSETO GOD A. Law did not Dermit'the Indw=e-ual to gain revenge. . v. 21: ". . to save therh that
For none can perish'there:.. . . that we are more than conquerors. Background Scripture: 1 Sarnuel3 B. Law dealt iustice as adminis- believe.'"

Firm as His Throne His promise stands, |..His Response to God was one el tered through a judge. 4, The message of preach-
Be Thou my shield ancJhiding-place, And He can we//secure Quick obedience, v.4 C. Law was beginning of mercy mg. v. 23: "We preach Christ

That sheltered by Thyside, What I've.committed to His hands II. His Response to God was one of because Ltplaced a limit to tribal crucified."
I may my fierce accuser face, Till the decisive hour. ' " Trust. v. 1Or vengeance. E. Consider why the Church needs

And tell him Thou hast died. So_, says St. Paul, nothing shall separate'us . _ to develop a preaching ministry.

III. WHO SHALL SEP.ARATE US? (v. 35) nothing. Tribulation will not do" it, persecution will III. His Responseto God was one of I1. What didJesus do with O.T. Law? Why preach?
Th s "brings Paul_to his third and last question, not do it. death will not do it--death, that mdst Openness, vv. 15-16. (Matt. 5:36-46) . ..

from" "Who shall be against us?" and "Who shall ultimate and final of all separations--death cannot " " --Deft Keefer A. Jesus asks aboul your attitudes .1., The Compulsion'of the
accuse us?" to the question in the 35th verse, which separate us from the love of God. Waukegan. Illinots --not just actions. Preacher .
controls the thought from'there to the end of the That.is a-brave statement. You have heard, nave 1. (v. 39) calculated insults It is a calling which brings with
chapter: "'Who shall separate us from the love of you not. of the day when a small boy came to Ralph HOSTAGES SET FREE against you--what is your attitude? -. it a divine corn_ulslon. I MUST' Waldo Emerson, the,great essayist, and asked him Background Scripture: Gal. 5:1 2. (v. 40) Your .rights infringed _ preach.. upon--what s your attitude? a. A calling,which dispenses
Christ?" The answer that Pa_JIgives to,the question for his autegraph. Emerson was greatly advahced in I. God the Father Sets His Creation 3, (v. 41) unreasonably task • a charge (2 Cot, 4:1:1 CoL
does not come until the 37th verse. And I ask you
especially to .notice the woromg i_ which Paul's years, and when the boy came tc him and said, . - Free, 'hatefUlly imposed-:--what is ¥oui" .9:17;Eph_3:8_,._'Would you write your name for me?'.' Emerson A. He Setsthe Universe Free ((3en. attitude? _" b.A palling which tiresa zeal

.... at (1 Cor. g:'16;Jet. 20:9).answer comes. Wh is it." he asks. "that makes us " than an
conquerors?" It is not because He loves us. al- looked, at.him blankly and said. "Name? Tell me 1:1). .- B. Jesus asks for more
though that also "s true. It is," says st. Paul, the name that you Wish me to write, and I will write it 1: He S_ts the World Fi_ee(Gen. end to bad att tudes--we are to c. A callingwhich follows an
"because He loved us," pointing back to.that once- for you." The boy n bewilderment took pen and " " " 1:2-19) ' ' eve our enemies, . example (Mark 16:15-20; Acts

"- fot'-all_ Indubitable, invincible'demonstration of His paper and wrote down the w6r.ds "Ralph:Waldo 2. He Sets the Creatur=ehood Ill. This is not possible to achieve. 4:20: Acts 8:4-5).
eternal love to us on Calvary's Cross--that is our Emerson" and the old man took the pen out of.t.he Free (Gen. 1:26-31). (v. 48) 2. The Continuance ofthe
final anchorage and" that is our final grounding, boy's hand arid wrote carefully from the words that 3. He Sets Humanlt_ Free (Gen. 48 tells us to be perfect. Believer " "We are unable. The purpose of preaching is not

The phrase is not casual, for Paul uses it else- had been written down, referring to each letter in . 1:26-31). A. VersetUrn to make sure that he got it right• What shall we B. He Sets the ;JewsI_ree. - " B. Original language means some- solely "to save them that be-
where, as in Gal. 2_20:"1 live through faith in the 1. The Jews BecomeHis Special . • " "'
Son of God who'loved me and gave himself for me." say of one in sucn a state, whom death .in its. ad- thing s perfect when its pur-i_ Ileve": it is also that"theman of
If is something fundamental and far-reaching that vance installments has separated from his sur-_ People2.The(Gen'15:4-'5).jewsBecome 3laves unable.P°seis fully realized• ,We 'are GOd-growth.maybe perfect." It aids

• Paul is saying in this careful_phras _•:he is saying that roundings, separated from himself? What shall we tExt)d, 1:11). C. Jesus prays for us in Jc)hn 17. a; The commane of the Say-
the ground pf his final assurance is not his exper- say when-the'last stroke falls, and death is final and . 3. The ;JewsPromised Freedom _The Holy SI0iritgives the person Ior (Matt. 28:19). ' " "
ience of God but that which is prior to It: God's complete? Will the eve of God surroundus,, in then? (Exed. 6:1). a heart of perfect love. This is,, b. The.advice of the apostleP.aul confidently affirms that it will Noth g in all _.. The Jews Set Fr.ee (Exod. God's ourpose for us. (2 Tim..3:14 ff.).
saving work in Chris{. creation shall separate us from the Iove'of God." 12:31). • • " " " c. The need of _he believer

Two things go into the making of our relationship ' Conclusion:O T ' aught mercy. Jesu_
with God: our commitment (o Him. and His corn- When the w/l/has forgotten the liie/ong aim, II. The Son Sets People Free. " applied this'to our attitudes.Arid then (1 Pet. 2:2).
mitment to-us. Both are necessary, but they are not And the mint/can only disgrace its fame," A. He Sets People Free from Dis- He called us io be perfect. He calls' 3. The'Commission of the
equal. My commitment to Him IS not the equal of And a man Is uncet_taitlof his own name . " " . ease (Mark 1:32). us to exoerience the fullness of the Church "
Hie commitment to me. And my hold on Him is not - The power, of the Lord shall fill this frame. B.. monsHeSetS(MarkPeople.1:32).Freefrom..De- . HOlYandprayer•SPrit."ThiS_PauliSJesUS'carrulhersChallenge- " AnYpreachingChUrChministryWhichsacrifices.atorsome-
the equal of His grasp and of His hold upon me. When the last sights.heaved, and the last C. He Sets Pe0ple I:;reefrQm DarK-. Eagle River, Alaska thing else, e.g. social gospel -
Pau goes beyond experience. When he comes to tear shed," - : ness of Sin. " " " is failing in its function. • .
ground:the final triumph of the love of God, heg0es And the coffin is waiting beside the bed, . III. The Splrlt Sets Us Free.-., WHY PREACH " a. A divine c0mmis'sion
beyond experience, to those objective historical " And the widow and child lorsake the dead-- . " " " " _ {Mark 16:15}. . : .
facts which stand out Ln human history undeniably, -The angel of the Lord shall lift this head., , . • A, He Will Set the Spr ngs of Liv.ing Text: 1.Corinthiads 1.Life Inside of Us FREEI b. A sovereign purpose (1

There is the demonstrahon, he says. that God loves "Now when .this corrupt= ble shall, have put=On n- B. He Will'Come and Fill our lives. Introduction: Cor. 1:21).
you and it is impossible for anything to validate His corruption, and this mortal shall i_ave put on Ira- Look at.Pentecost. A. tudesTheretoarepreachlng.many.changing. atti- 2:21c".An.,thatUrgentyemaynOedgrow,(1Pet.
love to you more certainly or more clearly th Emit is - mortality, then shall come to pass the saying that,is C. He Will Come and Free Us from B, A great need is' to revive the art
validated in those historical events, - _ written: Death is swa owed up in victory. CarnalSin. --Derl Keefer ane praeti'ce of preaching. 4. The Challenge of the

My understanding is' too slender a base on which ' " C. It is still the primary task of the - World
to grouted my confidence (n the final triumph 'of CONCLUSION _. " ... ." ".'i " . , Church ahd.the pastor. Wis the The great need of men is to
the love of God. "It is not,;"says James Denned/ in "Who shall be against-us? . . • Who shall accuse RETALIATIONI RESENTMENTI Gee-ordained wa_,to make the know the redeeming love el
the sublime words of. the last sentence Of Jesus us?... Wh0shallseparate us from the love of God? BEVENGEI • - -.. gospel Known (t Coi'. 1:21),. Christ, and the preaching.of theD. W th n chapter 1 o(, Flrst Corin- gospel makes Christ known.
and the Gospel z "the acceptaoce of any theology or _ .:.. I am persuaded that neither death, nor lifo, nor Text: Matthew 5:38-48 thlans. Paul Stresses preaching, a. The need confronting us
•Christology however penetrating or profound, which angff s, nor principalities, nor things present, nor Introduction: You can .handle these " 1, The superiority of preach- (Rein 10 1-17) "
keeps us Christian: we remain loyal to our Lord and . things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth• words of Jesus in one of three ways: "ng,'v 17. ' Christ sent me _.. to b. The message committed
Savior only because He has apprehended us and : nor anything else in all creation, will be _hble to (1) exptai9 away the meaning', (2) preach the gospel."-, to us [2 Cor. 4:4-5'. 5:18-19). .
His hand is strong," Nor is it my experience of love separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our apply to another .person. (3) let the 2. The reaction to preaching, c. The power available to us
towards God which secures and holds me and gives Lord." • _j_ Word challenge, change, and correct v, 18: "... to them that perish, (Acts 1:8: Rein. 1:16),
me ultimate confidence in the final and eternal . • you, . foolishness . unto us which
triumph of His eve. For my love for Him is subject This sermon was delivered In a Chapel serwce at'Nazarene Theological " "

to fluctuationsof feeling, is obscured by my emo- SerninBry.KansasCltyMBSSOUrL. • . - . . ,. , I. Whetdld.O.T. Law teaeh? (Exodus are saved . . . the power of _DaVidLeeder -
tigris, anal have no calculus that. s f Re enough to *'A, scripturequotationsaretneeulhOr'sown translation 23: Leviticus 24; Deuteronomy 19) God." I_ondon,England _j_
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The "bottom he" of this ;)erverse concept of God II. Before I felt the lash of God's law, He called

............... : " by C. S. Cowles iS that.He is no longer our deliverer, but the On_ me into the liberty of His grace (vv. 2-3). God's first' from whom.we need to be ,delivered/ Thankfully, word.ls always.a word of grace. Permission pre-
Prolessor el Preaching, Paul's vision of the God whO' has revealed himself cedes prohibition. "Take. eat" comes before "Thou

Northwest Nazarene College in Christ is quite diff,erent. .shalt not eat" (Gen. 2:16-17; cf. Exod. 2g:1 ft.. where
Nampa. lda!_o " " - the word of grace precedes the Ten Command-

: i" • Second, the Beauty eta Gracious God. . ments: also John 3:16-17; Rom. 5:6, 8, 10; Eph.
" " 1) God Is Gracious in Who He Is (v. 2). His first "2:8-9).

PREACHINGIDEAS QN EPHESIANS,'I:'i -IO .word to us is notlaw, butgrace, ltisnot"Do,"but I11 Beforelbecameaslnn'er, God chose me to"Done." " " bet_ son (vv.4-5):,Christ's great w0i'k of redempt on
" " 2) God Is Gracious in I_lisRevelation of Himself in (V, 7). has as its purpose the restoration of men to

. CAPTIVATED BY CHRIST" way, and that he had be_n called to a most unique Christ, The Hebrews defined God asthe "Father of their original position'of sonshlp.
Fiftt_en times in 10 verses Paul lifts up tl_e name and §peciat rolein God's salvatio'n history. Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob." Christians define God IV.Before I soi.lght for salvation, Christ re-

of Christ either directly or by personal oror_oun. Third, What An_ I to Do? Paul's answer is: "1 as the "Father of our Lord Jesus Christ." What is dee_ned me (vv. 6-7). Everything of importance in
Tbes'e yerses constitute some of the loftiest'arid am called to be-ah ap.ostle [one sent out] to the God like? He is like'Jesus (cf. CoL li:15. 19: 2:9:, salvation begins from God's s de (cf. 1 John 4:10).
granOest reveletton of Jesus in the entire New sa'nts and all who are faithful =n Christ Jesus." At Heb. 1:1-3). V, Beforel lost my way, God included me in His
Tes'tament. Quite clearly, the apostle is completely the _'ery moment of his conversion,Paul received 3) God Is Gracious in What He Has Planned for Cosmic Plan {vv. 8-10). It was'God's gracious n-
captivated by Christ. That embodies a sermomc .his diwnecommissio'n for ministry (Acts 26:16-18). " " Ustvv. 4,8-10). .tention, from the very beginning, to include us as
theme which could be developed in this way: Tc hear God's call for a Christ-exalting servanthood 4) God Is Gracious in What He Has DonE_for Us active participants in th_, great destiny of bringing(vv. 5-7).. , all th ngs to their cc nsummati(J n in Christ. No won-

Karl E_arths defin=hon of grace says it well. Grace der Paul. can "raise the glory of His grace .... whichFirst, Jesus I_ the Cosmic Christ (1-4) who ministry =s the final step toward solving the identity , • ,,
1) calls us into.His leltowshi p tv, 1), crisis. Only then can rwe,forget about ourselves and ' " according to His',kind

confirms us in'His grace (_v. 2-3), and who, " fin(_ our.true selves through inveshn9 m the lives of ..- "is the incomprehensible fact that God is well- He lavished upon us . .- pleased with s man (through Christl and that a man intention" (vv.6-9. N/_SB).

1)chooses US to be holy in Him (v. 4). " Othel:s. "For _t is n g wng that we _eceive it is n may rejoice in Himi" " A fine textual sermon can be developed out of
Second, -Jesus Is the Compassion'ate Christ loving that we are loved, and'_t _sin dying that we Here is another way _o develop the concept of a .verse four in thi_manner:

(5_7) who" .ere born to 'eter_a life" (St, Franms el Assisi's !'Gracious God." I. God has chosen us... ,,
1). effects our adoption as sons of God (y..5)_ _ prayer). " " " " " " " tl. God has chosen us to be...
2) _ireely bestows upor_ us saving.grace (v. 6), "Cultivating" a Christian Concept of God" .is a I Before t became a sinner, Godcalled me to be
and.who -. . . vitally important teachihg sermon that can' be fruit- •a saint (v. 1)."There is something more original than III. God has chosen us to be holy...
3) .redeems us from siq (v. 7). . fully developed frorfi these verses, Paul sings as he original sin: and that is original righteousness! We IV. God has chosen us to be holy !n Christ•

Third, Jesus Is theeConsumate.Chrlst (8-10), who soars in exulting, "Blessed be the Gpd and Father.of were created in. God's image• He breathed into us .As Charlie Brown exclaimed upon finally being
1) lavishes God's grace upon us (v. 8), . . our Lord Jesus Christ who has blessed us with the breath of life. Sin is an abberatfon: sainthood is" selected by erie of the lunch-hour baseball teams:
2) reveals His will to us (v.,g!. and WhO every spiritual blessing =n the heavenly places "in . . our true nature. . "Happiness... is being chose.n to play on ti_e.team.'_j_
3) brings allthings'to tneir final consu'rnation. Christ" (v. 3.- NAS.B): Unfortunately,..many in our .

. in Christ (v. 1O). congregations cannot say that. After al'. howcan /.v. t I_L

Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, the French Roman they bless a God whom .they percewe to..n_ve,, . "_
'Catholic theologian-philOsopl_er had an intriguing cui'sed their lives with all sorts of disasters. =osses.
idea which captures the' Chdstological essence of and cruel Dlows of fate? - ;/ .
tl_ese verses. He affirmed that Jesus is the alpha " -It would be well to'begin our sermon Dy focusing ." _ _ _--
point of all creation [_. 4). He is the creator_God uponme plight of people struggling wilr_ a Pe_'verse [_
who brings all.things into existence ano who thrusts understanding of God. • " " " " "_
everything forward througn time• Yet Jesus s also First, the Blight el a Grotesque God. It Was • /
the omega'point (¥. 10). He stands at the end of Martin Luther who confessed his ore-awakening
history, beyond time; drawing all things to their final " concept of God in these wores: "Througn the law I
consumatlon in himself like a great cosmic magnet_ became aware of how it is -betwixt God ano me. (,._ _/_,.

And between these'two points. Jesus is the secret Therefore, I moved about anxious withfears and _1_ll ''_ _'_"" --

.center 'sustaining force,, and redem ptive poweror questionings, unnerved .by "the slightest 'trembling , iti?_! I (___//_i"

the world. Beginning and ending, and at every, leaf. terrified by the thunder's noise. Eve_'y moment ' " /_ I ! I
point in between, Jesu,s _SLord/ That' _._Chardin's I expected God to come behind'me and crush my - , ,
view, ]'hat is Paul's conviction, ,&rid that is my sure. head with a meat-ax.'"
confession of faith! . _ John Calvin's God WhO arbitrarily _[ects a fe_v _ '

"The .Quest:for Identity_'is a relevant topic that souls to heaven.while rreVocab_ypredestining the 'I " _ I

can be. amply developed_out of verse one by an- -rest to hell--regardless of.their own- decision-- I
swering thes,e thr.ee fundamental questions: represents one of the most grotesque portraits of.

First, Who Am I? Paul's .answer is:.!'l am an God .to emerge in 2.000 years of.Cl_rch history. . .
.apostle of Christ jesus.,,* .We'are well on.our way Remhants of Calvin's vindictive and unrolling God . _ .
toward discovering who we are when _e have come Who brings to pass all that occurs--whpther.gooe or .

- bad--remains deeply lodged m the minds of many
to know whosewe are.

Sl_cond, Why Am I Here? Paul's answer is: "1 am sincere an(] sensitive Christians today• .Jona,than _k_.' _,_
here by God's express will" (pf..vv. 4-5). Paul did Edwards, Puritan _ vine and true.son of.Calvin, L._. (:;.BOSE)
not toel that'he was a m croscopic speck" of human gave a particularly frightening and repugnant ex_- : .
protoplasm accidentally f eating on the cosmic sea pressmen to this repu s=ve concept of God in his ,,
of the universe. He was convinced, rather, that the famous sermon. "_Sinners i.n the Hands of an Angry "DO YOU EVER GETA BIT CURIOUS AS TO WHAT "YOU SHOULD COME AROUND MORE OFTEN,
creator-God had His eye on him in a very personal God." GOES ON HERE BETWEEN EASTERS?" DIBBLE. YOU LOOK LIKE YOU COULD USE THE" SLEEPI" 59
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.................. _---=_,_ ..... ,_ gram lends to a teaching ministry. In the present age. He not only defends didactic oreachlng. Probably more

TO P V:iS BOOKS for ' a day when so many congregahons his positLon from Scripture, but also preachers use this form of preaching

are uninformed about the natuf;e of from his own personal testimony. He than any other, 'and yet it has some
redemption ano the thrust of the gives an excellent study of Jas. 5:13- definite weaknesses.
Seriptures, a pannedpreachingpro- .'16, which he believes to be our Proclamatory p.reachlng, or

TODAY 5 PEEA£HER gram becomes an imperative, strongest basis of proclaiming divine preaching as an event, deals with the

il_Hiib_ ? ! __ _ The republishing of this E;xcellent hea rig:for the body n the present reality and effoct of the gospeL rather

• practical work is Well in order. I corn- age. than "Its ideas and content. Procla-
mend it to'everY pastor. Many will .disagree with his dis- matory preaching of the gospel gets

--Oscar F. Reed pensational interpretation ol the closer to the heart of who Jesus is.
" Book of Acts. and one would wish -Story preacl_ing or narration

- he did not lean so heavily on the _ preaching, has been described as
Divine Healing of the Body ministry of.the late Kathryn Kuhlman "preaching as fairy tale. Dr. JenSe },

- - By ,J Sldlow Baxter (Zondervan. 2.90 for the section on "D[vin_ Healing in _ builds a strong case for "parable or "

/)' sreachars to treat other biblical char- nosls, illustration" preaching. He points out• asters m a similar way in order 1o Pastors. associates, and church pp., hardback, $7.95).. PtesentExperience."
Unfinished Easter enhance their puTp=tm nistry.: board members would find good • Divine. Healing of the Body, by This is one of the most wholesome, that it happens only jn the doing. His

By Davi¢ H.C. Read (Harper & Row. The autl_ors give the busy preach- checklists, new concepts, and typical J. Sldlow Baxter. is a refreshing, well-b6lanced and helpful-books.1 cq n.¢lusion for this section'states.
132 pp., paperback, $4.95). era tremenoous resource of back- problems identified and clarified by scholarly, iJl:depth study of a much have read on divine healing..,I believe "We have a great story to tell; It's'

Unfinished Easter carefully ecru- groun¢ material about.the cnarac- Shaller. Though this book Is certainly misunderstood subject. The modern every preacher would profit from the greatest story ever told,"
bines inspiratiorl with a lasting prac- tars. I. for one, am unable to find not intended as a manual or guide, ."faith healing" campaigns and prom, reading it. Dr Jansen believes there is a need

.tical value. Long,after 'the initial m- time to dig otJt facts wmcn surround it aces complemem Marvin Judy's inent "faith healers" have created --Terrel/C. - for all three types, and mat every
spiration has subsided, the practical the careers of these individuals the The Multiple Staff Ministry (Abing- great interest in the subject of divine (JaekJ Sanders. Jr. good pastor should' strengthen his

benefit continues, enabl ng the book presentation 'of .which "fleshes'.' them' don, .1966) as excellent grist for the muchhealingmisunders_anding.btithave also generated Telling the Story preachingHissermonministrYexamplesinaretheSewellareaS'worth
to be va uab.le" as a continued refer- out for the listening congregation, mind. " --Chester.O_ Galloway J: Sidlow. Baxter is a well-known • the price of the book.
ence. - " --Wesley G. Campbell " .evangelical preacher, lecturer, ane By Richard A. Jensen (Augsburg'. Any pastor who would like' to be

Read's work is mope than just'an " _ • - Planning Your Preaching writer. This book _s.a sane, senstbtd .189 pp., paperback, $5.95). challenged with a fresh approach m

elaboration on the obvious. He rinses The MultipleStaff By 3. Winston Pearce (Nashville: appr¢_ach to a difficult and emotion- Would you like to analyze your his preaching ministry should read
" _lly charged subject, He has done an • preaching "_echniques? This boOk this book.questions we ask. and then gives the and the Larger Church Broadman Press. 197 pp..,, paper- .. . - -_Leon F. Wyss

answers drawn from scr__tural princi- excellent piece of work in this book deals with the Variety and imaginanon

¢ pies. " by Lyle E. Sheller {Abingdon. Nasb- back. $3.95).
Much of his material will be helpful ville. Paperback, 142 pp.. $4.95): Every evangelical preacher needs and in my oplr_ion rendered a ire- of preaching.to understand tne importance of. menUous service to the church. Dr.-.Jensen describes three basic" :_ :;_.::4< :_ ;_i':_ :;4<_ :_' :_ :_

-in building sermons. An 'example of What .are the major differences
this'is found in chapter 2. "What I IJetween smal, n_edium and large ' olanne'd IJreaching." He has neither The bookis divided i'nto three-sec- . types of preaching. After each type,
Mean by Religion," based on Prov. , churches? Are they differences' of the"Christi_nyear '_'noreccesastical .tions'm winch he consders the his_ hegivessermonexamplesofthetype- ALL BOOKS REVIEWED
3;6. ' . , degree or kind? What are the ad- authorities to tell him what to preach, _nd experiential he has described. . AVAILABLE FROM

But primarily, his practical material .vantages and liabilities of large each Sunday ne stands in the pulpit, aspects (_f divine healing;.'i-le avoids. He. lists the characteristics of d_- YOUR PUBLISHING HOUSE.
will be helpful in building thepreach- churches? What are the basic mis- Many. times he, becomes_,the victim of the sensationalism often surrounding dactic preaching, or preaching as .
er. This author seems tc face.what we sions of larger churches ane how do .his own transgressions wtth the con- this subject, yet states clearly that.he teaching. Dr. Jensen then concludes" :_< ::_ _ _ _1<:i://:_ _ _4¢::_

face. and gives answers that both of we staff to accomplish those" mls- - gregation inevitably suffering_ Every strongly believes in div,l,_e healing m the chapter with. me weaknesses of "
us need..An illustration of his prae= sions? What staff relationship mOdels pastor needs avaluatory instruments
ticality Is seen In the chapter entitled are workable an'd at what costs? How to help him .to see what he has
"Thoughts when"l Conduct a Fu- do the various staff roles differ and preached and the direction he is

neral." AS l read this chapter..! real: what understandings and SUl_P0rt going in his prea_ching .... " .,-(V=ia£ 41l , pastor can talk to real people,zed his thbughts were mine as well. systems are required? These aues- J. Winston Pearce recognizes bot_ . . , , _(_' |_- _(_i@_ but communication with an un-
found this book refreshing,-Every, tions and. others are either i_plielt the malaise.and the cure for dis L " " " - - named' "they" remains illusive if

preacher particularly .e_'ery "pastor. or explicit in this fast-paced; hard L . organized preaching. He begins with (Continued from page 44) : not impossible.
will be greatly enriched by this book. hitting book. the imoortance of a plan and the "" Shaller treats concerns end sub- reason forplanning. The book sh(Juld -: . In ripple-like (_ircles of influ-

•.--Bill Draper jests that are.endemic to ministry'in be very helpful to the pastor who is "being used" by insisting that the "The_/. say . ." Any matter too ence, the relationships of the staff
larger chui'ches: His approach ls Dr=- struggling with..his preaching pro- critical person talk to the appro- confidential to use personal, members will affect everything a

Voices of the Passion . marilyorganizational descrictive, gram and to others who are looking person in charge. Itl i's names should never enter, the church does: So what.happensin
By O. P. Kretzmann and A.C. Otdsen end diagnostic, He offers little in the. for viable ways to meet the'various amazing how criticism fades discussion at all. Whenever any-. staff relationships will sooner or
(Augsburg. 128pp., paperback., .direction of proscription or p_escrip- demands of a growing co!_gregatlon, when the people invOl_/ed talk one slips a "they say . .." into later reach the outermOst rim of
$3.50), " . tion_ He cites much statistical data He not only suggests a possi_e., face-to-face, the conversation, the others ira- congregational ire. What about

Many books have appeared per- wlthoutconfuSingtables--but without woi'k sheet in preaching, but reveals In our church a workable staff mediately ask, "Who are 'they'?" your church staff members--are
trayin(] the various types, attitudes, adequate source citations inseveral how to follow the Christian yeaL meeting rule" is to use personal As .word of the rule spreads, un- they eompatible_oi combatlble?"j_
and characteristics of individuals who instances• Brief notes annotations, preaching from the Bible, preaching. " names: Every staff member just criticism diminishes, The - ReorintodI_y.perm_ssmnof Etprnlty, COlby- ."
were associated with Christ in His and resources for f_rther'study or in series, denominatlonar emphases, " knows better than to mention a open and honest practice makes rJ9_='1978, EvangehcalMinistries. Inc.. 1716.
hour of death. However, this one is more Information ere prov!ded at the and panned Scripture readings. His • criticism with the ambiguous, it, possible to deal with problems, sprucest. Philadelphia.PA 19103.
different. The authors let the chafes: end of the book for each chapter's selected notes and bibliography are.
tars speak.for them-selves, regarding topics, excellent.. - '"
their response or lack of response to One of the writer's tendencies is to - Dr. Pearce's.chapter or1 the tea- .
Jesus Christ. " recapitulate !ists" provided in earlier sons for planning Is particularly "use- 1_}'_ '_, WHO ]]_,[._t_._

Peter comes alive, Judas Is seen in discussions (repeating some things tul and theologically oriented, (1) A . . (Continued !rom page 37) . .
a new light. Pontius Pilate. shouts-a as many as three, or more times), panned preachlng program gives the We are, however, i_romised something which He told The waytc have this experience nowisln essence just
clear-cut message to the 2Oth- The reader may view this as boring, He y. Spirit a better chanceto do His disciples would be far Setter and more permanent, what t was then. You must look fqr Him with the best
century,"fence sitter." irritating, or as cross-referencing tin- His'work with and In the preacher.. .We are promised the constant presence of.our Christlike logic of your mlnd, the acknowledged hunger of your

Pastors will appreciate'.the flow of portent concerns that" apply aptly to (2) A planned preaching program Is God. He comes to us through the Holy Spirit to be .heart, and the glad surrender of your wil!.
language used in these messages;, other situations, based on the need of the minister.to =:esident among His people and to be involved in their " From ResurrectionMessages.by John M eo_don, _ Baker Book
the word pletures are lucid; the char- Another :tendency is to present preach.in the direction of the whole .lives." _ouso.1964.Usodbyperrnlss_on.
aster 9 ketches be evable, human theses or hypothese without equivo- gospel. (3) A panned, preaching; pro- 61
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I

OLDTESTAMENT, , NEWwoRDTESTAMENTsTuDES_WORD by Ralph Earle....
- byCharles Isbell , ..P

KNOWING AND NOT KNOWING . Now the question.mark in the table indicates the John 1:18--2:8 is the Aramaic word for "a rock." Jol_n translates

We ha_/e established by our analysis of the root . reaction which any native speaker of Hebrew would " " :
'bc_the major issue at _take for the people of Israel have upon hearing'the story told" =3this way. Un= - • The Only Begotten Son (1:18) . this !or.' his readers as petros, the Greek word for
n the story ol the Exodus (see previous article), fortunately, most English versions have supplied a" The oldest Greek manuscripts (third and fourth "rock" or "stone." But since 'the Greek petros is

If our thesis iscorrect, we should be able toaug- direct object, generagy something like "their con- . ; centuries) all nave monogenes theos--"only begot- rendered as "Peter" everywhere else in the KJV
ment and supplement it by reference to other key dttion," and have totally obscured the Impact in- - • .' ten God." This. then, becomes the strongest pus- Ned Testameht (161 times), probab!y it is better _'
roots within the narrative, In this article, the target tended by the structure. Check.the JB here, with its : sible statement of' the .full deity of Jesup. He is here also (NASB, NIV).
of our analysis is ,the Hebrew root yd_, commonly .note th&t something is missing. What is that some- _ ."the only begotten God" (NASB} The deity of Jesus, . .

• " ..... ow " thing? Or. as any child wou d exclaim upon hearing i . is the recurring theme of John's. Gospel," .and to . 'Wanted 12:3) .trans ated into English by some form of to kn . " " induce belie( in this. foundation doctrine of the Today"want" means"wish fo)'." But the verb here,
This i'oot also fu nctlons within the story at several the story.tOld aloud. "What did God know?" That is Christian faith.was the purpose for which it was hystereo, means "fail .give-out. lack" (A. & G., p.

points and signifies the most basic ideas intended the question, but i_ order" to answer the' child's _ writter {20:31). " ' • 8491. So the correct sense is" "When the w ne gave
by the drama as a whole, question' at'this point in the story_'it .would be -_ " - - • out" (NASB) dr "When the wine was gone" (NIV).

In1:8_ _the opening decla[ation which sets the necessary to tell the entire narrative until you i Declared(l:18). " - . ,-
Exodus story "nto motion involves ya'. A new .king reached 14:31. the Sea was crossed safely, andthe ] The Gi'eek verb is exe_Teomai, from whichwe get "" ' • - '

' " " " wn" people were truly away from the Phar{toh. Notice What Have l to Do with Thee? {2:_,)arose over Egypt we are told, who had not kno . I "exegete"--the Son nas exegeted the Father,.Liter-
Joseph. And then with breathtaking speed, we are too that this cryptic reference to God knowing

" told what happens as a result orthis gap in the something (we don't yet understand what) is.t_e ally, the verb means "lead out." In a sense Christ The Greek iterally says. "What to me and to
Pharaoh's knowledge. NOt knowing Joseph meant oerfect balance to the beginning of ,section "A" has led the Father.out for all ol us to see. thee?"--Ti emof kaisoi. Bernard says that this is" But the verb came to- me.an: "explain, interpret, "a phrase, translated.from the Hebrew, occurring

not knowing the agreements, worked out between withi_s opening sente nce telling us that the.Pharaoh _ tell report, describe" (Arndt and Gingr!ch Lexicon, severaltimes .in the Greek B b e [Septuagint 'and
the Egypt an government and the people, soon to be, did not know something important. . !t 13.275). Marvin Vincentwrites: "Johr_'s meaning'is always suggestive of diversity of opinion or in--
_;nbwn as :"lsraelites'_ (see Gen. 47:11-12). Not Now n the next section,' an object to God's ,; that the Word .revealed or. manifested and inter: terest." He goes on to say: "The phrase does not
know ng Joseph.r0eant not having had opportumty knowledge is supplied. "1 know their pain" (3:7). _ preted the Father to men" (Word Studiesin the New _lways imply reproacn, but it suggests it. Here it
to work closely with a representative of the Is- But is that all God knows?" We have yet to learn. _ "Testament, 2:6:1). Hei'mann" Buf_chsel says that the seems to b_ a gentle suggestion-of mis_nclerstand-
raelites and to learn that he (and they} were good And. then in 5:2,. the Pharaoh shocks us al by correct meaning of the verb here is "to reveal" ing: '1 shall _ee to that: =t will be better that you,
citizen_, not to 0e feared but to. be respected.and asserting boldly, "1 do not _now Yahweh." That is _i (Theological Dictionary of the New.Testament, should leave it to me'" (John 1:75).
prized by any government.. In short, not knowing why the Pharaoh refuses to giveup his slavee. He - . . 2:908).

• Joseph meant, that the Pharoah was ignorant of the " has not i_ven heard of this new god o0 the block! - In the Greek the verbJs preceded by the pronoun Draw Out {2:8) .
kind of information he needed in order.to under- And so yd' introduces us to another major issue ekeinos. "that one." J. H. Bernard says that here it This iSthe literal meaning of ant/eo. It.is generally
stand properly and relate well to the Israelites: in the Exodus narrative. Trouble that started by the _ s very emphatic: "It is He who" interpreted .(the assumed, that me command was to" draw some "

As the story line develops, we.are introduced t(_ Pharaoh's ignorance can be remedLed only by the : Father)" (A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on water out of the stone water jars. But B. F: Westcott
other things that are "known" or "unknown." r=he medicine of knowledge. And yd' serves well. to .i tl}e Gospel According to St. John, 1:33). notes that "the Original word-is a;)plied most nat-
fate ol the child Moses set afloat on the Nile is indicate the dosage to be ingested.. -, urally to drawing ,water from the' well (iv. 7, 15),
unknown (2:4) and gives us a sensation of suspense . . Bethabara or Bethany? (.1:28)
asweread. The act of the adult.Moses in defending .Notce that now the stage having been set fora The'.KJV has theformer, recent versions'the and not from avessel like'the waterpot. MoreoveF.- - the emphatic addition o|'now seems to mark.the " "

his people from c;)pression comes to be known by . cohfrontation between the unknpwing Pharaoh and latter. Why? The simple reason _s that all the'oldest contir_uance of thesame action of drawing as " -' . .
the Pharaoh (2:14) and is the reason Moses has to the knowing Yahweh. the task•of Yahweh Is to make Greek manuscripts (third, fourth, and fifth centuries) before, but with a different end.- Hitherto they hadknowledgeable those who ignorantly o.ppose Him;
flee from Egypt.to protect his own life: = I_ave E]ethania. How did =tcome to be changed to': drawn to fill the vessels of ourilication: they were

And then we come to 2:24. The people nave cried The- rnajor function of yd' begir_ning in 6:7 and Bethabara? charged now to 'draw and bear to the goyernor of
continuing to 14:18 is in the phrase; "(You ) will Fortunately, in this case we know the .answer. the feast.' It seems most unlikey that water, taken

out 2 23},.What will r_appen to them? In two verses,
with foursentencesl the narrator gives his first ancl know. that am Yahweh." And who must come to Origen (third centurY) tells us mat he couldnot find from vessels of purification could have been em-

know ..Yahweh? Pharaoh, the one Who professed " he ployed for. the purpose of the miracle" (The Gospelpartial answer. - -
admits th&t Bethania isthe reading of "nearly all the- According to St. John. p. 381.That answer is found in 2:24-;_5, it is only partial "never to have' r=eard "of Yahweh; al Egypt;. th'e - • any Bet,hany near. the Jordan River, although

at this point, andit is written in a sensational format. Israelites themselves,, who were pron e 'to doubl manuscripts." So he deliberately changed Bethania
N_Jtice that in the foul" sentences, certain things are Yahweh as much as anyone else, By :the time We" betiev_ that the fillihg up of the water jars • " . -Yah'weh is done in Egypt, there wilt be no doubt . . to Bethabara. and the latter becamethe dominantreading in'the late manuscripts. 'There is no ques- showed cQmpl_tion Of Jt]daism, with.its ceremonial
common. Eachone has t'God" as its subject. Each "that He is Lord of'the e'ai'th. Controller of the fo_:ces " cleansings. The ur imited supp y of water from the.
one has ar active verb. Each of the first three has tior_ but that "Bethany" is c.o_rect.
an expressed direct object. The fourth apparently of nature, Master of the Pharaoh, and God of the . .. well. turned into wine, sym bolized the beginning of
lacks such an'object. For clarity, let us use tabular people of Israel. '' A Stone or Peter? (1:_2) Christianity, with its endless, joyful supply of. God's
form to analyze the four sentences together. For references in sections which use yd', .consult Which is it? The simple answer is "Both." Cephas gra£.e. '_

Subject Active Verb Direct Object the following verses: 7:17; 8:6; 18; 9:14, 30; 10:2, -. . . . ".... /- .
God "heard their g¢oaning 7. 26: 11:7: 14!4, 18, Notice the different people .... .
God remembered Iris covenant who are intended to come "to a koowledge .of
God saw -thepeople of Israel Yahweh as He acts. in the. affairs, of Egypt to, free . . . . " . -. 63
God knew , _ ? His people. . - . _J_
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Build-Enthusiasm

CLERGYQUIZ' WITH THE 1981 . . I
INTRODUCTORY PACKET

J ol4,_ F_

1. Which of the following organizations had its first 10..:'The Christian meets the world with the Bible in ,,'...........
convention last November? one hand and the daily newspaper in the other" _ .......... ,,
A. Ex-Mormons for Jesus s a well-known quotation from: .. o._,_-_,,.,,,
B. Ex-Jehovah's Witness•;= for Jesus A. Karl Barth

"C. Ex-Communlsts for Christ B. Norman Vincent Peal•

2. Which of the following is the newly elected C. Adam Clarke r
president of the Sun Moon U_ification Church? D. John Henry Jaw•it . ".........

A. Bill Gothard C: Kim Yong Din 11. Which of the Gospels record the "Paraclete ._! ',. ,.. -,.._","._._'_,:'_:,_,_"_',._,_,:-_,_ = .... .

B. Marvin Katzenbugel D. Mose Durst Sayings of,Jesus?" :ii' ,; ,, .._!,_I_'.,_:'_:,,_,',_:,,;:L_,_, =_,,:_._, .'. '" I1._

3. Which of the following pledged $500.000 to the A. Matthew C. Luke !! : .... _ .:,_,,,_;_,_,,,_°,,,_:,_.,, _ _.Cli-:,., . ,,_., ,,:|, .National Organization of Womenand the ERA? B. Mark D. John " - " I_E_ :_'_;_,_k_._:;_,;:,,%_;::_,_:%_',,,\\_._--___ ,,,j-,:_:_-,,_I,_

A. •Norman Lear's Tandem Productlon.(Archle 12. Howmany of the Gospels record the betraya, I i : "_'_ k,'_'_,i_'_,_'_:-,'_'_,_',_"" __ '|_
Bunker. etc.) by Judas? . _ . , \_,,," _.!B. Rose Kennedy " A. 4. B. 3 C. 2 D. 1 _

C. Mary Tyler Moore Productions " " " :•i " " "D. The Ford Foundatio_ 13..The promise.that God will "subdue ..... :our.lnlqul-

4. How many "refugees'! are there in today's torr_ ties" comes tram:

up world? . A. Psalm 91 C. Micah 7 " " .!:_! INTRODUCTORY PACKET 1981 DIRECTOR'S

A. 1 million :C: 13 million . B. Joshua. 1 . D_ John 3 " _:_ CARRYING CASE and . , RESOURCE PACKETB. 8 Million .,D. 130 million , " 14. Black• chur(;hman Simeon Nkoane. the third , HANDY FILE COMBINATION SAVES HOURS OF PLANNING-AND WORK/
. Quality devo_ionals,songs, posters, etc.. which will

5. What percent of. American Protestants are highest ranking.Anglican In Johannesburg, re- °ii_ • Sturdy box with handles/or easy carrying saveyou houys of planning and[ work for openings/
members of the denomination they were raised cently got into trouble with the law because his• ,} • Conuerts to handy file closingsin your vacation Bible school. It savesyou
n? apartment adjoining St. Mary's cathedral: " " _ .

: A. 40 C. 65 A. was [ound to be a _ideout .for revolution- ,. _ • Convenient file dividers time looking for new music, and correlate_ posters" " • and devotionals. The Unified Closlng Program is'_im.

aries. . i"__ • Includes Filmstrip and Record/
B. 90 D. 78 B. was condemned as unsafe. , pie to produce, requires little practice, and involves

" 6. Which .of the following religious groups have- C. had become a source at illegal drug sup- _ This Is the simplest way to examme firsthand all the all age-groups.
been under .police scrutiny for. stockpiling plies, '_ materials available in the 1981 vacation Bible school. CONTENTS: " "
weapons? " _ - , D. Is in an area r_served for'whites only "._. The exdtement of the approaching VBS will build as

" ' _ you show the materials to your workers. Then their • 6 large, four-color posters with a devotional.storyA. Jehovah's Witnesses. ,, . for each, to be used for five school openings/
B, Healtl_y Happy Holy Organization 15. Which of the following was not written by Elton creativity will be stimulated as thizy read the materials closlngs[general assemblies, and/or.Open HouSe
C. Hare Krishna ' Trueblood? - .-. In preparation for their class. " Program • :

" "D. World Wide Church o/God . A. The Predicament of Modern Man • Asample of each one of the promotion materials is • I large recruitment poster

7. "The ox _noweth his owner, and "the ass his B: The Hollow Men included. TheFl_Jv_ST_lPlsvaluableforrecmiting • 21orgeschoolsongchods
master's crib: but Israel dotli not know, my C. The.Company of the Committed "" Workers and showing people the value of VBS. The • Flag Pledge chart "

_• . people doth not consider" is from: D, The Incendiary Fellowship . Introductorypacket is the most important aid to plan- • 20-minute (soundsheet)"_og-olong" Mini-Musical
A. _ atthew 12 C. Isaiah 1 16. Which of the following were contemporaries? nlng a successfulVBS. Includes:theme filmstrip, rec-

0rd. and user's _]uide',teachers' manuals, pupils_ with man_, voice combinations'and a Variety of
:B_ Micah 7 D. 2 Samuel 3 ' A. Francis Bacon and Adam Clarke books, Directors Handbook. all promotionalltems. . instruments .

• 8. The President, of the Christian Holiness Associ_ B. Sir Isaac Newton and JohnLocke ' publicity aids Music Notes, craft catalog,VBS catalog, • Director'sGuide - . -
allan (CHA) Is:' • " . C. William ShakeSpeare and John Wesley . mission packet, order blank, theme me d, and de- . • Unified Closing Pro)gramfor Open House, ancl a -
A. B. Edgar,)'_hnson C, Dennis Kinlaw : D. Harry Emerson Fosdick.. _indHugo.Grotius-.. - • - par/lent dividers. V-481 AS19.20VALUEt_or $12,g5 ' 93mplobulletin V-IgB1 " $6.95
B.. Leo. Thornton.. D, Dorcas CUmenhager- . . • .. . . -

9. Cross-cultural ministry Is of graveimportance '.E]--9l '.9:-"gL '.O--t_ :O--_l. '.V--_l.
" because non-Caucasians make up what per- :0-_.1. '.v--_Ol. ?.::1-6 :B-g '.O--L '.O'--9 'oJeqs COMBINATION. OFFER Introductory Packet & DIrector's Packet V-481C $18.95 "

cantof the U.S. population? as•aid 'st_ou_l /;poq/;ue.ll 'tl ]SOl pue _ot_sue- eq|
-A. 7% C, 27% E. 47% pe_ .e_ :Mou_l l,uop oM--_; '.O'--t_ :V--t; ',Q--_ '.B--I.
B. 17% D, 37% F. 57% :SU=IMgNV . Order EARLY.for SUCCESSFULPlanning!'FROM YOUR PUBLISHING HOUSE .....
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