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" : MEETINGS
: : : no,. ..,e.h..,, ,o.",o. AND"_ _--__'_ " .. There is,.pernaps,, g . s p p ff . . __

t _\ '_9 ' on roan'kind in civilised.and free countries, than the necessity : : , _ \'_ by Nell B. Wisernan
t\ \ ' _ . . of listening to se'rmons. No one but apreaching Clergyman hap, . _._ _. , ,

\\ \ _' _'-_ "" in these realms' the p°wer °f c°mpelling an'audience t° sit si" " ('_ _ ']_[A'I_ _.--. l 1_ _--
\ _ \ \ __-'-"- "" ' ' leni, and be tormented. No one but a preaclling clergyman Can. ' _ "..

i_ \ _s " " revel?n patitudes, truisms, and uniruisms and yet receive;as - _ ,_11_1 1_- J[ 111_[ , ,
t/ t ,_ -. .' • I_is undispuled privilege, the same.respectful demeanour'as , " _ 1 " ": _ ""

I' _._ though Words. of impassioned eloque.nce, orpersuasvelogic, " _ .I " : '_ " _r_IMil_ . .

\ _ fell from his lips," - . ' . ' - " . ':'_. _ " .... _ • .._. _..[T_.,_=_t_ - " • ' .-". ,

• _1 ' ; " Leta professor of awor physcfndhspaceinalecture- _ ' . , ...., room and ,there pour forth je une words and useless empty , " ' ._'_, . _ .... ".... ' ' "

i )1 _(_'3_t phrases and he w II pour. them forth to.emptybenches.'Let a "' " h_ _ " _". ' ' " " : " " "
_ _ barrister attempt to talk _tithout talking well and he'will talk but • '. r_, " '
(r-,J (c'_:_, . - - seldom A member of Par ament can be cougheddown Or .'. . _.'_ .
lrl _ "1'" " ,. " " " " . .

, (_ k_ . counted out, Town.councdlors can be tabooed. But no one can _ . prayer meetings midweek Servlce,people=s unfortunate, poor-planned prayer meetings that
"_ ' _'_ . rid himself of tlie preachingclergyman. He is the bore of the " ,_ • i_'_, meetings,gro0p intercession and testimonies accomplished little or nothing.
I :_-.].= i age the old man whom we Sindbads cannot shake off, (he " _ .

- !. nightmarethatdisturbsourSunday'srest, the incubus ttiat over- " • I_._ • --what mental.pict_Jres Ctowd your mind.wlien you Oneof the-most sobering thoughts about thehear these'words?. '- contemporary holiness church is that.we have
/ _ _'_ loads our religion and makes.God's serviEe distastefuL.We are. . I=._,L_
_, t\. Lt¢:_._: " not forced'intochurcffi No: but we desire more than that. We _ . I recently used these terms With a group of minis-, trained personnel, satisfactory buUdlngs and rea-
l .t_ _1_ . , desire not to.be forced _b"stay away. We desire, nay, we are I. . =t]_:_ _ -. terial students in a word. association exercise. They so,ably" affluent church members. We have. :so
. _ _ • _-'_ resolute; to enjoy the comfort qf pubhc worship; but we de._e . _ ,% were asked sim Dly to write their first thoughts wher_ much that the founding fathers of our movement

\_ _-'._ .... also that We may do so without an amount of tedium which , I :'-_ -- they heard these words. Some of the more candid never had.But do we possess what riley had? _l'heir _
/\\_ _ " , Ord naryhuivian nature cannot endurew th pat ence; that we " - • _ .,_ replies included,"duty," "dull." "boring," "routine,'.' prevailing, prayers in their public, meetings pro-

.. \_ _l_= ., may be.able to leavethe house Of:God, .withoutlhat anxious , . ' ' _.. and one person even wrote.."waste of time." duced power for spiritual exploits. First, they did

_-. I wonder what is.happening to the midweek theirbest, then they met for Intercession where (hey/\ _ " . '. longing tor escape, whic'h is the cothmon co,sequence Of com.... . ..
_ '_("_ • - men sermons. ' • . . . : .. . :. _ prayer meeting. Has the time come to relegate this prayed- for thedirect inter_,ention of God to.bless

1'_! _ .."_X_& ;.......i..- :,'" .::.... :'.. i... .:, " ',.. _ / serviceto a nostaiglc memoryfrom our past? May- and bxpand their service for Christ and His dhurch.

"" . be the church is too slow to change;'perhaps the It was not a cl_oi_e between work and pra_,er; it WaS

• .. " . - .. : / _istory of.the Christian era shows- that the church both. After counting all tl_ose assets we have which" has attimes,'tenaciously held to a passing, transi_ theylacked, do we hav_ that incredible force which
' _,_ , • . ...... . .... . . : _-,:._

_.'_: ' ." """ "" .AnhonyTot'opeBbrchesterro'e,s:'18'" '_J_l .tory part of'her program. But maybe the opposite ,, - resulted from their _rayers of abso ute-dependence

• . .. . . ... . ,.•. : .. : ": . •.: • : " . j . ' __' true; could it be that the church sometimes gives up on God? _ .a.part of her very essence and in such a sui'render . It is obvious that all of their spiritual power did

c. "/ _ . ' .. . "'. . i :-? ::.. : '_ weaken, Iler members.andcripplesthepowerof notresultfrommeaningfulmeetings.ofintercesslon " .
\. " _-LI " , . . . . . ... ,.. " , :., ", _._-_ - her minlsti'yin the world? . at midweek, But I w.onder if they could have accom-Maybe the ministerial sthdents in my word associ- plished what they did without frequent prayer meet-

. [ " _ atior experience were umquely d!ffer.ent from the ings. Anti a more presslqg question fop us--can we?their experiences had been too Ilrr ted. Maybe they Is a conscious effort to connect God and man. Thirty

/-_-: [;_ _ _-___: = :: ::_ _ _._._.....-J___:___.__._A ' _" " ' '_" were not mature enough to.see the real issues: B0t or fortyyearsago, thepraye[meetingwasknownas
they are the pl;oduct of the present-day church: the power station of the church: we were taught that

: And Isuspect their perspective had been shaped by the spiritual life of the church depended on the

" " " 1
/
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•'THEPREACHER'SMAGAZINE
_)rayer meeting. For the individual Christian. the rare luxury. But all along the Way we have compan- I
midweek service was known as a sp_ ritual refueling 'ions. The sh.ared experiences of fellow sojourners is Procloirrling Chrisficin Holiness
station. • often used by God as a channel of grace; we simply " "

Have changing times, the fast pace of contain- realize that we are normal, We are travelers. On this- Volume 55, Number 2 December, January, February, 1979-1980
porary society and the television age made all of holy way, we ha_,e great • possibilities of growth. I

this unnecessary? If not. then. in the face of declin- Love DogHammarskjold'swords: "in our era, the , ISSUE
ing attendance one frustration about what a prayer road to holiness necessarily passes through the " IN THIS
meeting is suppose to be, perhaps it is tin]e.to reset world of action." But it also passes through theas- . " "". EDITORIAL
our com passes. What is a prayer meetirlg to sociation of contemplative companionship with the Nell B. Wlsemsn 1 PrayerMeetingsand Changln_Times .................... Nell B. Wlseman
achieve? people-of God. We are far from alone. There is "

• Nourishment. The Christian life is more than a Ioulwark ofstrength among the people of God:'as Editor . CHRISTMAS1 , . . . - 4 The Surpriseof the Incarnation................................. Lance Webb

dreary road of compelling duty; it involves all the we enter Into prayers and sharing With them we dis- - Wesley Traoy
things we do to nourish.our Christllkeness. We be-. cover His strength to meet.our,weakness. - "- . ".' " . Managing Editor " THE MIDWEEK SERV_ICE .

long to Him. Our commitment is to be.lndwelled by • Application: Some critics have an'element of a What Makesthe MidWeekServiceWork? ..... , ........... Garden Wetmoro" : - - George E, Falling 10 TheMidweekServiceasanArenaof TrueFellowship............ RandyMiChael
the Living Christ. So attendance and active partici- ac:curacy in their, reproof which claims that preach- .. . . Donald Shafer "12 TenSurefire.Waysto Killthe MidweekPrayerMeeting.......... HarryA. Rich
patton in the church's group intercession exper=- ing and teaching are so verbal that the average . '.17 TheMissingLinkinCongregationalLife ............................ TomNose- • - 18 .WednesdayPrayerandShare............... , ............ JamesD.Conner
ence is not something that we must do, but church member has difficulty applying the leader's "': .. , .. Consu!tingEditors. . • ¢ 19 'TheWesleyanRestsOftheMidweek'Service.... ;........ : .... Rob.L.Staples
something we cannot afford to miss. Admittedly. Sptl'ltual co.ncepts to their life. The prayers of the' _ " . • - - Jim Wilcox 22 _'ThePastor.ahdHisPrayerMeeting....................... -Forrost Whitlatoh
this distinction between duty and nourishment is a seasoned saint expressing his need for more of God . Editorial.. Assistant 24. MdweekMadtatons ................... '.. : ..... compiledby We._leyTracy

" fine line. Butif the prayer'meeting is planned:as a .impacts the new Christian in ways {hat preaching 2s' "HowtoMakefhe M/dweekServlcePol_ular. " andProfitable............... : ................. C. E. Cornell
delightful gathering of the children of God with their never ca:n. The veteran's testimony of victory over .
Heavenly Father, the atmosphere of the service is temptation helps the observing teenager know that - _ " " " " • , THEOLOGY• 28 Who.CaresAboutTheologyAnymore?.... ................ :....., C. S. Cow/as.
quite different when a Christian is expected to God is faithful lo provide away of ascap e from every .
attend because a fa thful believers are to be loyally threat of the devil. Our serious commitment, as..a , Contrtbutinq Editors MISSIONS
p_'esent ateveryprayer meeting. Of course, there is church to worldwide evangelization becomes very 31 LeaveMyWbfd Alone'........ ; ..... ...................... HowardCulbertson
a duty; but it is the duty of a weary sunbaked desert, clear when the people of God begin to testify of the v. H;LewleGoorgoCoulter
traveler searching for water and bread. . ways the Lord has blessed and multiplied their . Eugane L. atowe. STAFFMINISTRIES

• Change. Prayer powerfully changes people, financial sacrifices for missidn e_deavors; everyone OrvilleW,Jehklns 34.- MaintainingCh()irInteresttheYearRound...... •.............. DaisE. Kendall
The motto is acciJrate; prayer does change.things, is stirred to do a It(tie more. How Well I remember Chide= H.Bti'lckland
But check the prayer meetings of the New Testa- " the ]_irsttime a hew Christian was asked to ie'ad in WllllamM. Grosthouse . E_VAjNGELISM- GeneraISupeflntendents 35 EvangelismIn the Eighiies.. ................................ 'HughGerman

ment--people were- really changed the_'e. Broken prayer..duflng the midweek service. He was so . ' Churohof theNazarene " -
interpersonal relationships were healeO; -at the frightened that the 0nly thin'g _e could remember - .- . - - PREACHINGJ. D.Abbott " :, 36 PreachingtheOldTestameht....................... " CharlesIsbell
place of prayer, the grudge-bearer found grace to was the Lord's Prayer. But his praying was a victory RobertW.Mclntyro
forgive add the person who had wronged his--' that reminded the church that" only recently this VirgilA. Mitchell OUTI_EACI:I
brother or sister found courage to admit that he had young man had been led to the Lord through the • MelvinH.Snyder 41 Radio:Toolor Toy : ........................ . ..... : .......... RandySly. . GeheralSul_erlntendsnts
been the cause of stumbling. And the peop!e of church's public evangelism efforts. TheWesleyanChurch . ".
God today: _o really be who they are meant tobe. And how could a discouraged pastc)r find help - _ . CLASSICSERMONS.
mustbe I_oth forgiven and.forgiving. It is not erlough--faster than to heat the people of God calling his " " NorvelOlenElliSHadley 43 ComeBeforeWinter... " .............

to say'that s fellow Christian should change his at- name before the Father in the prayer meeting? RussellMyers BIBLICALSTUDIES
titude. We must have our self-delusions shattered To get a. powerful prayer meeting going .in a JohnL, Robinson 48 Paul:A Modelof CllrlsflanHoliness.................. -.. MorrisA. Wslgolt

so we can see whether we have been the hindering " church will takemore that_ the same old schedule. -. • Superintendents- • "
cause to other members of the family of God,- the same old lack of planning and the same old. Eva(lgslical THEMINISTER'SMATE "FriendsChurch ': 51 Thei;e'san Angel In My Backyard.. ' ....... JanlceFish

At the prayer meeting, how often, as we make expectations of.parhctpat'on'for .loyalty's sake, How ....
our needs and pe'titions known, -do we begin to can we make it hapl_en? RobertKUne CHURCHADMINISTRATION
understand that God works His will through ordln_lrY Could t be that God would really use our _ew GeneralSuperintendant 52 Don't Eat the Daisles--PlantThem ..,. ....................... NeilHIghtower
folks like us? Go_ uses the prayer meeting to enlist commitment to gather the people together on :a _ Churchesot ChristinChristianUnion ' WESLEYANA

people' to a_:complish some. desperately; needed regular basis for intercession and honest sharing? 54 TheWesleyanSyndrome................................ ClarenceBenco
ministry. There..at the prayer meeting, God turns The elements might include a blend of.the best fi'om " " THECHRISTIANMINISTRY
our requests into persona, marching, orders.. 'the prayer meetings of your past. a serious study of as. ,ThePastoralOffice(HistoricalIntroductionbyCarlBdnga)......... .P:F._Bresoe•

Then. too, the prayer meeting is frequently God's - the prayer meetings of the New Testament, the use- , " .. . " -

guidance time. Often. we take our uncertainties to ful elemerlts from 'Wesley_s class meetlngsl well- ... : -. AuihorsshOuldaddressa_lsrticleSandcorres_ondenci_toEdiim. REGULARFEATURES: . "
the prayer meeting. At that special place God uses a planned 'music preseeteo with understanding and "Preacher'sMagazine.6401The Suitable.for Framing--insidefront cover; The Ark Rocker--6; nthe PrOacher's• . " "' Me 64131. and Noted--32;Today'sBooksforToday'sPreacher

• - --33: IdeaMart--47; Preachers'Exchange--50;SermonCreft-.-59;Sermonoutlines--testimony or prayer to mal_e His will crystal clear to spirit, a review, of the great prayer meetings of . paseo,KansasCity, _Magazine50yearsago--26;Seen
US: Fog 1urns to daylight, church" history plus applyin_ the helpful skills you -- 60: Old TestamentWord Studies--62; New TestamentWord Studles--:63;Clergy

• Companionshi p. Modern man feels alone in his have gained in small-group Bible studies. . Quiz-:64.
spiritual pilgrimage. He needs the knowledge that Such a prayer meeting probab!y has-eternal sig- PREACHER'8 MAGAZINE .ISSN 0162-3982) is published quarterly for Aldersgate Publications Assocfation b;_ Beacon Hill Press of Ksrlsas City, 2923

he does not travel alone. The pace at which most niftcance that will shape your local church, impact "Troost Ave.. Kansas Slty, Me 64109. Copyright 1979 by Beacon Hill Press of Kansas C ly. Subscription price; $3.00 a year. Address all corresponaence

people ve produces both inner.and outer pres- the denomination influence the holiness movement concerning subscriptions to ynui denom na tonal _ubllshing hdUSe. Authors should address all articles and correspondence t(:; Editor• Prodcher's

sures that make meditation and contemplation a and increase our evan'gelistic results in the world... . MagazJna,... F O..Box 527, Kans'as City, Me 64141. Second Class postage paid at Kansas City, Me Lithe In U.S.A.
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And God said, "Let there be light," and there . Nor do most of the people who call themselves
was light. Christians today really believe it eithed His disciple-

CHRISTMAS -- Ship taken seriously is too costly, too unscientific! As
" - " - Then follows the tenor aria with the chorus: . the ol(_ Negro spiritual puts it. llP°°r little .Jesus

• .. .. Now vanished by.the holy beams the ancient child they didn't know who You wuz!"-"
" " ghostly shuddering blackness, NevertheleSs, God's .mighty creative Word was

i . The first of days appears... Contusion yields, made fleshl According to the Gospel of John. "'He

" " URPRISE - '. " and order shines most fa,r. .: was in theworld and theworld knew Him not: butTHEIS " Aghast the, fiends of hell confounded fly, to those who did receive Him, He gave the right to
Down they sink in the deel5 abyss-to endless become children of God. The Word became a

.... IO N "" ' night,. : human being and lived among us; and we saw HisOE THE •INC'ARNAT . " COnvulsion, rage and terror enguli their mon- glory, full of graceand truth--the gl0ry as of the. _ - . . _ . . strous tall,.. " only Son of God!"
A new created world springs forth at God's The Incarnation means that when we. see. expert-

.... command!.., ence, and know God, it is always by surprise as He
- by. Lance Webb - . . -. comes in the unexpected,commonplaces of human-

. - ity--in a child, a youth, a man, a woman, in all who
accept and follow this Chris;t in "spirit and life.

The mysterious but ;_opeful fact of our human ex- • the a_mazing story of the birth of Jesus in an .-.
peri(_nce_ n every generation is.that God'sways, i'll-smelling manger, at .the. end of- Joseph's and. . ,. . Who could believe i sought my soul, but my scull could not see.

are not our,ways: His thoughts are not our thoughts. Mary's .journey to Bethlehem to pay taxes--a v_ry i " I sought for my God, but my God eluded me.
He Is perpetually moving in ways that s'urprise even prosaic and dirty "task. i_ a drab Little town on me such a. story? i found my brother and I foundall three.• • (Autho'r Unknown)
his most alert children• We can never exhaust" the.' edge of Jerusalem! God moves very near us with power for a new and
wcnders of His coming even in the common events *the wonder of the shepherds who stood in a.we
of our everyday. Ilfe:--testing and leading us in beforetheBabywththeglorioussongoftheangel . Incredible! Impossible! worthw'hileroarel powerfullifenOtmachines,froma"far-Offajet plane:Star"nOrorafr°mrocket•the
strange paths, offering us remarkable.gifts! . " still irf their ears: "Glory to God • in the highest,
" The first'and most-unexpected of God's surprise and on earth peace, good willtowar¢ men!" . nor'from a complex mathemat ca.I equation--
moves is the surprise in the manger: the mighty • the marvel of. the prophet Simeon and the though these speak of His greatness ann order: He
God-Creator-Father-Mother-Redeemer (to com- prophetess Anna as the Baby was brought to the Here, in the be&utiful musical poetry of Haydn's comes close to us primarily in our humanity• Yes.
bin• several symbols of the Infinite Reality which Temple for dedication! - - oratorio, the story of Creation. the Incarnation and God'is in all of these natural wonders: order:out of
can never be put miD one or even many words) re- Poetry,? Yes., poetry describing woncl_us facts in salvation are joined. This little green planet is a chaos--"confusion yields and order shines most
vealed ir_a Baby born in a stable in Bethlehem 2.000 language raised to the "nth" degreeI S-_veral years speck in the vast multiverse.. with a hundred thou- snowllakes,fa]r": tl_e beaUtYmountains.andmysterYsunrise.intheandnaturalsunset;World.theOf
years ago. This is.the surprise of the ncarnatton-- ago Paul Engle stated.[n'a book. review., for....the New. sand galaxies of suns and •stars as large or larger
God in-came, literally, "God in human flesh," or York Times that "the glory and the gift of hfe, Dined than ours. Yet on this little planet, in a manger in a desigi_ and wonder in the macrocosm and._he rot-
'as a hu man being"--God in our common life with together, make poetry and on|y language can join stable surrounded by cattle, sheep, and asses, the crocosm_the I'argest and the smallest: and in our
all its weaknesses an¢ glorles,ltshurt and its heal- them. Not the hear.t aloneilnot the brain•alone, for mighty God who formed this Doutlclless universe own fantastic bodies, so wondrously balanced for
lng, its tragic evil and incredible goodl the heart is not deep enough and the braifl is not came to us, was made flesh, and dwelt among us in health and life! But the mighty God comes closest to

Read again the first two chapters of the Gospel ve y enough," " ..... •. " " a helpless little Baby. Th s Baby grew u.p.to be-both us in human life, moving within us in the same Holy
of Luke and catch the wonder :and surprise with The question is, as put by Jesus, "Having eyes. .tall and wise and loved bY God and man. Because Spirit.who came to Mary and Elizabeth, Zechariah.
which the story el the birth of.Jesus is filled. Call it do we truly see, and ears do we really hear?" . ',. Ha'loved even as He was loved, ,He became "the Simeon. Anna, and supremely ,in Jesus! The poor.
poetry1 Why not? The deepest facts can only be The Incarnation con_ plated what the Creation be- - firstborn of all creation." the new creation who by the •weary, the blind, the sorrowing, and the ira-
described n words that..sing, and tell the truth gan--a new humanity .'for a•newly created world. His fe and death and resurrection makes Dossible prisoned heard Him say, "Come unto me... and
which .cold reason can only obscure. Something This also can be said only in poetry. Science may "the new Creation In Christ Jesus!" I will give you rest." When He spok'e they heard the
glor ously hopeful, and real took place at the birth of give educated guesses concerning the "how," but The Incarnation completes what Creation began! vole•andlife°ftheofaeternalManinvitingCreat°rthemSpiritthroughtorest intheHim,W°rdSto
that Baby n a stable in Bethlehem. To examine only the language of faith can really address the Confusion yields and order shines most fair;• accept'His gifts, andto obey His call.'As the apostle
these stories under the. cold rnlcrosccpe of the "what" anc the "why"_ Beginning in the timeles_ Aghast the fiencls of hellconfounded fly
critical ntellect.is to miss the surprise of _istory's past billions of years .ago and continuing in-the "'" John looked back at the. experience with his 12• A .new created world s_rin_gs forth at God's friends inthe Upper Roomthat last nighttogether,
most illuminating moment. So beyond the ordinary present, the language of 'Job says of this creahon:
words, let us catch the awe and astonishment writ- "The stars sang together, and all the sons of God commandl.., he remembered "the words, '!Set your troubled
ten Into almost every line: shouted for joyf" Who codld, believe such a story? ncredible! Ira- hearts at reset, Trust in God always. Trust 'also in

• Mary's wonder and amazement _at the an- No wonder _wo of the greatest pieces el music " " " possiblel " me." .And,_ohn interpreted what they heard through '
nouncement by the angel Gabriel of the b rth of a and poetry evei" written are Handel's Messiah and Herod didn't believe it. He was threatened by this their human friend -:Jesus as being the deai'estHaydn's gmrious oraYorio The Creation. have . helpless Baby and the amazing promises related to " message from the'One whom He called Father: "He

' Sonwith a great destlnyl heard both sung many t rues. ReCently on a hot . " Him..He didn't want this Bey'to be king of the -who hasseen me has seenthe Father."
- • the surprise of El zabeth whe_ Ma[y came to Such has been the experience of myriads of per-
visit her. "And when Elizabeth' heard Mary's greet, Sunday in June, I heard the lattei" with new ears, a's " " Jewsl Herod was king so he had all the•boy babies
ng, the'baby stirred in her womb _.. And Elizabeth its beauty and meaning almost overwhelmed me-_ " " " inthe town.kMed, but Jesus escaped to Egypt. sons through the ages. "we are to be little Christs tO
cried aloud. 'God's b essings are upon you above all perhaps because my ears were more attuned than .. . The religious leaders of the day didn't believe it. each other," wrote Martir Luther. The apostle Paul• before! " • " " i This was no way for the Messiah to come, "riding on said it magnificently: "Christ•tn you the hol_e of

i women! " The first part of the orato_:io is a. musical restate- i the foal of an ass," aking on a baby donkey! So , glory now and to come1" John .Wesley spoke of• the adoration of Mary in the Magnificat, one of - -
the most beautiful songs in literature! . - - ment of the first verses of Genesis: " " _ -they trumped up charges and had Him I{illed on a "prevenient grace"--God's gracious loving Spirit inevery one of us even •before we are conscious of

• the surprise of the father Zechapah, whose In the beginning God made•heaven and earth; -Roman crosst
powers of speech suddenly returned when he wrote And the earth was without form and void; Saul, the serf-righteous Pharisee couldn't believe His presence]
"to the astonishment of all" :the same name Eliza- And darkness was upon the face of the deep. " ' i.t. He led in the .persecution of Jesus' followel's.. _ "Scripturequotesarewritersownt0arapnrase "

beth h'ad already given their baby; "his name is to be . In the Spirit, God moved upon the face of the Until his experience With the Li_;ir_gChrist on the FromGod'sSurl_r,ses.by LanceWebbNashv,ne:Ab,ngaonPress.
called John_" water: . " " " _ " road to Damascus.. " " 1976.Usedbypermission
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THE' ' " i SPECIA,."_SECTION:

•

ROCKER
i. ! RENE ' LITY

, .- - . _ ;', . ; ';.. .'..OF _' _.....' '.

i- : THE MIDWEEKSERVICE ,
.., - . . " :

When.Is PreachingPreaching? *
Preaching takes.many forms,.The approaches to In the early 20th century, oreaching highlighted ;'._,"

presenting the spoken 'word to a congregation .of the pulpit orator. The sermon became a rel)glous
Christian worshippers varies With speakers and.with oration. Due in part to the impact of theological
the social, climate. The essence of preaching is .liberalism in thetwenties and !hirties, the sermon

proclar_ation. Regarding preaching as proc!ama-- often became an essay on social issues or a homily
tlon has not always marked sermon delivery, on human growth. Harry Emerson Fosdick became .

The powerful preaching of the Pr'0testant Refor- the foremost preacher in popular appeal in. the. " • . .i

marion declineit into lifeless lectures on theology. In thirties and forties by stressing life-situation, or

the rigid,formalism of the Church of England pas- problem-solving preaching. Norman Vincent Peale.
tors were criticized severely, for lifting their eyes filled Marble Collegiate Church !n New York City by .- "
from their written n_anusc[ipts! Little wonder that' ap emphasis on "positive thinking." ,-. . -
the extemporaneous preaching of Whitefield and Today preaching has no dominant form, Some
Wesl_}y shocked the staid ecclesiastical leade'rs: prefer ."sharing" to preaching. Others like to con-

duCt a."dialogue" with theirlisteners. Still others
Peter Cartwright representeci the ideal of preach- are inclined, to "preach their pro.b ems" holding that

ing on this American frontier: Standing six feet and a frank sharing of personal struggles will gain a
three in(:hes tall and ruggedly built, Ca[twright en-
joyed a Serrnonic bait e w th the devil or. _ sanctified spiritual _esporise..However it is.done, preachingis primarily procla'.. . .
scbffle with a ruffian who attempted.to disrupt his marion. "In reality the preacher does not lecture,
meetings. He "appealedtoAbraham Lincoln,,who "share, orate dialogue, or entertain. He preaches.

. ; stated: "1 like to hear a man preach like De was "He _roclai ms. Preaching as proclamation trumpets Prayer Meeting (Wednesday Evening) by Thomas Benton, lithograph. 1949
fighting a swarm of bees." ' - the love, justice,, and mercy of .God. Preaching as Reprinted by permission ol Cre_kmore Fath

Dwight Moody introduced the hqmespun, down- proclamation states that roanis a sinner needing, a

to-earth Bible-story-type of preaching. Billy Sunday Savior: Preaching as proclamationmay or may not Here's Thomas Hart Benton's 1949, impression
popularized acrobatic, or athletic,, preaching. In his include sharing, it may or may not flow in an orB- '

preaching, Billy Sunday often _removed his. co#t, torial stream,..Jt may or may not entertain.:-it should . .of the Wednesday night prayer meeting.
vest, andtie, becoming "a preach.er in perpetual "always proclaim the wonder of salvation from sin - •
motion." and the grandeur of becoming "a child or God. •

. . • , ;.. " .

... . .. -.. .... -. _.... ..... • What picture would you draw to depict ' -

_.___,__ .___ the midweek service at your church? " " "

• , . . - ...,
. . . •., . ,

6 -. .. . ; . 7
,- . . . -
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-. . . . the power of praying together, the interpersonal nature of the guidance of God has resul'ted in

Ingredients for Meaningful Midweek Services we are called to be interces- church is taught in a dynamic and concrete Christian action. Thirclly,, - • ' sors. The prayer meeting as well vibr'ant basic midweek prayer the pastor is responsible to either
, as. the prayer closet provides a service. Other group activities train from the written Word him- •

• " WBAT MAKES conducive setting for bear.lag-such a, Bible studies..prayer, selt or provide for the traihing ln

• - one another's burdens. Bearing groups-may emerge from the the Word in the basic midweek
. another's burden often encour- appreciation of the strength and prayer meeting. The informal na-

- ..agesthat person to seek you out healing of .the midweek prayer tur6 of the service provides a for-
tO be.a friend in time.of need. To service. _ um for practical applications of

TBt MIDWEEK SERVI¢_ " .. pray together is to be 'n enflesh- Think Of the word enfleshment, theScripture. Tboughtfulapplica-
" - . ". ment of the injunction which Je- Perhaps the most effective de-. tions of the Scriptures will .result

" " sus left to love one another as scriptions of the real nature of the in the developing of huogerin the
.... ' " "' : ' Christ loved His disciples., church are found in us. the peo- lives"of Christians to go, them-

W@RK? . , ,-- pie of God. My willingness to selves more deeply into the

People share in the prayer and testimony Word• And so the midweek ser-
• -. _ . People are another basic in- of the midweek service can be a vice nurtures new channels of

' gr'edient in a midweek prayer living model in the development Christian growth.
, service. Authe'ntic Christians of other Christians. Youmay This,is hard work as everypas-

by Gordon Wetme re Pastor, Firsl Church el the Nazarene, Kansas City, Missouri " " " sharing in a midweek prayer ser- wince at memories ofless than to.r knows. • It is worth every bit of
_/ice are living illustrations of what helpful "modeling" in services the'effort, however, Perhaps the

" " " G_odis doing in the World. gone by but that does not diS- reasons why some of our people..

" Cl_ristian cengregat on between regenerated people, has ened when I listen to s fellow . . Successful prayer meetings will prove, the conatructive.value of are not better grounded in the
A . involve the people who are active Christian modeling in a midweek Worcl is that they have not beenneeds _iregular.time to gath- not'cl_anged. Christian express a concern in .• in the church.".Chl:istians:who- service• ,instructed in systematlc Bible

,,er for the understood purpose of The midweek prayer service is prayer that I also have been feel: ..
experiencing the interdepen- distinctly different from the Sun- ing. It can._'elieve the all-too-hu- . .. . bear the burdens of the Church have vivid .memories Of the. study such as'can be taught in a. have the most to say about God's "sharers" in the midweek prayer, creative Wednesday night ser-
dence of Individual Christians in day services, The Sunday school' man tendertcy to..feel that I am the .wor.k in their church We often service. As'ayoung Christian they vice,
the body Of •Christ. It' needs 'to and tl'aining hourfocus On Chris-' only one bearing: that kindel a . turn that aloout and underesti- were heroes as they would stand " This Is a call to revive the basic
revitalize these connections tian education'and discipleship, burden. " •

through.group prayer biblical in- The Sunday services build fron_ a" The sound of a pray-er ex- " mate the words of the familiar .and testify and lead in prayer. I midweek prayer service. Incleed,face; Your own folk who are ex- would.wishthat somehowi could in planning for the year your
•struction, and sharing real-lifeln- matrix of worsh!p around the ex- pressing our common needs perledcin(] God's grace have be as they. As I grew in t'he faith I your cburch calendar shouid con-
e}dents The midweek prayer pressions of proclamation. !nsplres others to get to the "

much to say. The basic midweek came to see..them as ordinary tain speclalWednesdaynigh_ser-
meeting is that kind of service; praise, end evangelism. The mid- throne o! grace. " -

I assume that your church is " week prayer service, then, pro- Every Christian wants involve- prayer s_rvice will provide for and . people who sensed the real yalue vtces that meet departmental and,
accustomed tc a'm]dweekservice vides a strategic opportunity for ment in the.church. The church encourage sharing of their real of sharing in the midweek service: programatic needs.• Occasional:
involving group singing, testimo- prayer, instruction in the Scrip- owes to each one of these per- .•experiences. When I listen to a As a pastor I now see those same Wednesday .nights may be giver_
ny, and. some kind of spoken tures, and the sharing of life sons both spt_'ituals_ppprt.and a friend whom I have known for " people as being part'of the splri- to a training program. The point is
word.l also assume that the ser- ex_)eriences, place of service. Prayer does not some time I know from whence; tual backbone, of the church, that there is a normative midweek

vice has been traditionally led b'y I suggestthree basic_ingredi-' replace the active outreach of.the hiswords are Coming. Tl_e pastor They had been. nurtured by tile prayer service that is'foundational
the pastor and .you try to make it entsfor the._ntdweek prayer ser- " church, but it certainly _ may may thoughtfully request in ad- Spirit to an appreciation of shar- in the training and developing life
different .from the Sunday set- . vice.. They are simple...They are provide a meaningful place of- vance for certain persons whoare ing their lives in the midweek of the congregation.
vices.. I assume that small-group profound.• They are timelessly Involvement and Service. Some- In special places on their pilgrim- .prayer service. That kind of Group prayer, personals_arihg

programs such as Bible studies new. .thing happens to" a Christian - • age to pray In a midweek service, healthy "_harer" is still an-effec- of the life of God in our lives, and
.. and prayer groupsare neither in They are people, Sd_:ipture, and when he expresses himself either Ths midweek p[ayersefvlceas tivemodel, group..nurture in the Scriptures

competition with the traditi_nal prayer, " . audibly or in silence In a prayer well as the smaller grou.p pro- are musts in the corporate life of
midweek service nor do they re-. The pastor, has tho joyful as- meeting: = . . .... .. .vides the setting where there can Scripture ..the church. No novel.ideas, fiims,- be a developmentof sensitivity to Consider also the basic ingre- or cute programs can or should
place the midweek prayer ser- signment of working Under .the There is an appreciatiOn for . "
vice. . anointing of the Spirit to take gi'oup prayer that comes in anex- one another's needs. A Christian dlent of Scripture. An exposition . replace.the biblical basics:

The midweek service was a these ingredients and shape a perience oflistening to others :who attends only Sunday services, of a biblical passage or at least an Agoo_mldweekprayerservice

well-establishe_ tradition .when meaningful experience for his pray and feeling a part,of their runs the risk of developing super-, extensive reading -of the Scrip- Is something like a well-prepared• - " flclal relationships with other tures is foundational to the mid- and nutritious, meal. Begin with
• today's holiness denominations congregation, prayers. We tall_ mLJch about "

came into existence. It.was al- _ Pra'yer prayer, There are many books • members of his church, week prayer service. It provides the baslc..lngredlents of whole--

ready valued as a gathering of We Will begin with the ingredi- written, about prayer. The f,act We train our 15eople In part the stabniztng force .The. Word some fo()d which God has'pro-
. J _oncerned.Christians for prayer, ent of prayer. There is something remains that the only way to learn " through things that happen to (the ring Christ) iS present In at vided_ God has also gwen the
' Personal life-styres and social encouraging and inspiring about to pray is to pray. them In our worship services. We least three manifestations In a good sense to .prepare th.e food

conditions have changed slgnifi- listening to a fellow. Christian If we have lost our appreciation are taught to receive" strength in midweek prayer.service. There Is in an edible ane conducive set _
cantly since the holiness move-- pray. Each one prays as be'lives for adynamic place of group pub- . . the Word of God through preach- the•expressing Word directed by ting. This;. Indeed, also applies to
merit began. The essential natur e and our special concerns and lic" prayer, the problem is not in . :'lng, We are taught to praise in Go_ the Spirit In public prayer. Sunday services, but, in a special.
of'the church, however, as a net- hopes come through in prayer. I the value of prayer• itself. The the learning of.the hymns. In the There Is'also the enfleshed Word . informalway It applies to the mid-
worl_ of supportive relationships am encouraged and strength- answer .is .in the rediscovery of same way an appreclatron for as the testimonies reveal howtlle weekservlce.
• - , .

8 " •
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- 3. The laying dowr_ or.our lives for one another There are various ways to lhat end. The utilization of
• ." . . In specific, personal acts of c_re and loving deeds the midweek service is a natural channel to •navigate

(j1John 3:16. 18), toward that destination. However, there are some
. • . " " 4: The ministering of believers one to another so shoals • and.shifting winds .of which we should be

THE "_IDWEEK SERVICE AS that theBodyofChristisbulltuptdwardmatddty aware. Let meprofferafewsuggestionsthatmight
' . (Eph. 4:12-13). . help you naylgate the ship of _/our local church into

a F_ellowsh!p occurs w'hen we. in the name of Christ fellowship. " -

• " • " and _n the power of the Spirit: 1. Get. clearly in mind the nature of New Testa-

RENA FOR TRUE FELL0wsHiP l. .Affirm each other as persons of worth; menttellowship:AN A , 2." Are honest about our struggles;. Study the Ne_, Testament's teaching about •-" , 3. Share'our.life dreams and hopes; fellowship. - -
. z 4. Are open to. receive from others and give of . Read'some books on the nature of the church

• .. - -.. ' ourselves to them; ., and fellowship."
} 5. Exercise our spiritual gift(s) in close relation_ BEcome involved in a fellowship group ymJrself.

by, Randy Michael _ ship with others; . 2. Begin fellowshiping as a church" bo_rd and
. , • 6. Disclose what God's Word is saying to us and staff• " -.

; " allow Him to minister to us from others' discoveries, Utilize stqff time for some caring fellowsh o.
! _ Counselor, Life Resources Clinic Olaf/roe,Kansas " " " " "':' -. In the Word. Begin board:meetings with a timeof fellowship.•.

• " Distribute books on the=hature'of the church
, " :' - " ' "The nature of'fellowship transcends words but it• _ " - "" " .and fellowship and have a potluck dinner at

• . . . . . ...... is a"provided reality in Jesus,,G. Campbell.Morgan •which time you will discuss the books, utilizing.
-. ., _ . . • - •.. described fellowship when betaught onActs2:42, a reading guide, you gave with thebook: What

. - - - - .- • and told of John Wesley's class meetings: ." " . is the author's main point?. List three to five
" " T he young couple sat in ou_" living room.They ecclesiastical efforts described alcove' are a cry for In his class meetings they gathered togetller .qu0iations that. really "grabbed" you or chal-

'=. told • of having Ioeen reared in the cllurch, help• The church .needs to hear this cry, bq_thfrom - and talked of the things of the inner life."of their lenged you. Two or three things you would like
" " " " faitllfully.. . attending._. .eli. services, and activities_, but the world and from its own members, failures and their" vi'ctorles. 'and ,of their Lore: . " us to try _,s a bOa'rd/church,or think we need to

that there was something mtssing., They expressed What did the early Christians do, bmmediately there is so much in that.fellowship.' ' -
a need for deep. fellowshle, a mutual caring for aftGr the birth of,_the Church? Answer: work.on. • .

each ethel and' the th n_s of the Lord. They wanted And they were continually devoting themselves . . Have a church _oard retreat for the purpose of
i to knoW Some Christiaiis nt mate y, not.just many to the apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to the THE NEGLECT _ fellowship. - .
• superlicial!y.'What did they wan.t? Fe/Iows/lip--as breakin'g of bread and to preyer (Acts 2:42, A- candid look at the church reveals that all too • 3. Spend a number of Weeks in the midweek set-.

.i "described in the New Testament and provided in NASB). often little true fellowship occurs, We'in the even- " vice teaching from the New Testament on fellowst/ip
Jesus• " " Theywere continually devoting themsOlves to,.., gelical wing of the church have neglei:ted fellowship and structure some fellowship experiences.

Dr.'Smiley-Blanton_s book Love or Perish could fellowship/ We Should not neglect any of these as described In the New Testament. We are busy 4. Req uest board members to share.in the mid-
be paraphrased fellowship or perish. We need deep things to which they devoted themselves, and for. about so many things and neglect the most needful, week service what ts being experienced In theboard
fellowship or we die. The young couple was speak- this article let us'focus on fellow.ship. It played an • G', Cam pbell Morgan observed the 20th-century meetings• " " • - . "
ing of their death--and their desire to live: through Integral partJn their lives as Christians. . church andScripture and wrote: - " ' 5.. Select a group of fellowship facilitators _rom
fe owsh!p Jn their;Savior. " " [Fellowship] means that they talked together of - faithful midweek attenders or'among other .church

leaders. Meet with thern for fellowship and. teaching,
THE NATURE the things of the Spkit; they compared Witheach them how to facilitate tile small group, fellowship -.THE NEED • The word fellowship triggers many and varied other their experiences; they had fellowship in -

Reuben Welch was right: we really do.need each thoughts and pictures. The key concern needs to be conversation. Incommunication. n spiritual experiences in "the service. More than eight in a
_ group is too many!other! what the nature of fellowship is as"revealed in the things,-'Ndwthat, beloved, is almost a lost art in " .

An astute observer of th e American scene. Johr New Testament and provided in Jesus. the Church today.' 6. Utilize well-planned fellowship gu!des--espe-
D. Rockefeller II1, ih The Second American Revo/u- Heb. 10 24-25 I_elps me to understancl fellowship: Morgan continues; " cially inthe initial _hases;• .. ".

tion, writes: " " What do we knowabout the life of fetlowship in ' For instance, one time I taught from Romans
.... I seethe central meaning" [of the Second . . let us consider how fo stimulate one another• . to love and good deeds. not forsaking our own. spiritual things today?Is it not an amazing thlpg ;16.about Pa'ul's affirmation of the people he

American Revolution] to be a desire to achieve - . assembling together, as is the habit of some, but . that some real Christian people--and am no_ mentioned, I talked about how each person has •
a person-centered society instead of one built encouraging One another; and-all the more, as questt()nlng their :Christianity;--when they get Something to contribute to Others, that Paul
around materialism and'largeimpersonal insti- you see the day draw/ng near (NASB). - - together, talk.about everything except their needed others. We brokeinto smallgroups and
tutions which breed cohformity rather than ' - - Lord? .They talk about the weather, they talk with thehelp of facilitators we had a time to tell
individuality and creativity. _ . The _urpose of Our "assembling together" Is not about politics, but they cannot talk about.the each other in our groups what.their lives had

-assembling togetlier!.The "assembling together" Is - ._-" Lord.5
Ivan Boszormenyi-Nagy and Geraldine Spark, . "- meant to us and how we had received from

• .. a means not an end. It is s way by which we, •as" There are a .number of reasons for. this lack of them. On another occasion, utilizing the feeding

hrghly trained "people-helpers," observe; members of the Body of Christ and therefore of one fe Iowsh p. Let us look' at just one--our structure • of the 5,000.as a.basis. I taught briefly on each
• Like man in previousages, ours suffers from another, can be in. contact with one another- to does not provide for the facilitating of fellowship. We character in the incident• We .then had some

a g[aduel erosion of the quality of human rela- "stimulate one another to love and good deeds" and have come .to think that our assembling ourselves " " ' private time for each ;)ersonto meditate on the

i tionshlps .... Urbanization• automa_tion, .mass encourage one another. That is: so we can fellow- together Is Our purpose. So. We come and• sit, facing Incident. They were to select thecharacter withtransportation, and cc mmunlcation media con- ship• - front., not each other, How, then, can we facilitate whom they would most identify, think of how
tribute te this erosion. The current.wide pop- The Bible describes several aspectsof fellowship: fellowship? One way is better use of the midweek that person felt and what may have gone
ularity of encounter, marathon, sensitivity 1. The bearing of one another's burdens and thus service. . through their mind. We then got together in our
meetings testifies to modern man's realization fUlflilfng the law of Christ (GEL6:2). " ' ' THE NAVIGATION small groups, shared our Identification and why

of the erosion of personal'r'elationships. = 2. The Confessing oroursins to one another and To navigate means to follo_'a planned course of and formed a personal-prayer request accord-
This need for personal relationships--for fellow- the playing for one another so we can be healed ngly• - " - action to a specific destination. The foregoir=g sec-

sh p--is an enduring, God-created need. The extra_ (Jas. 5:16). tions were to describe the specific destination. (Continued on page 55)
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.....................I TOKIL.L-ITEN., ' SUREF" i,
,t-_| • ..

_ by Harry A. Rich .Pastor,MetropolitanChurchof theNazarene•KansasCity,Kansas .

• " " 5":e
- - -| feel eminently qualified towrite on this subject ' -.

since I have killed as many t .Never plan any spe- to thesmal crowdand your

prayer- meetings as anyone [ cial music for prayer .poorerarenotSmgerSgoodwillen.oughfeeltheYfor
.else in the business. Since _1 . meeting. . Sunday serviceS. Think
many feel the prayer meet- Itwpuld cause your musi, what .a lot- of hurt feelings .
ing is.dying out.in the . .. " " - ' " - '."-: clansto•practice and to be that would cause. Thesaf:
churches, I am sure you In prayer meeting.-Your bet- est •thing is to"have nowould not want to go . " . . . - • .

against the-tide and revive . ter singers would be offend- Special music on prayer
it. Here are 10 surefire ways " •- ed if you asked them to sing meeting night. - -

to hasten its-demise in your ,A - . "

church. " .... " 4 " "" " " :i" eDo not Use.any au-
diovisual helps,

.1 " ' ' Pecple: might .think that

1 .e Never change the you&re trying to teachthem
_ " something.. Besides, audio-' .... ', .format.

Boredom will take over . : .visuals a_'e for Kids. Old-
' timers would feel that you

and your prayer meeting
'Z would be insulting their in-

"' youWillrietydle'achangeiSthe'n°rmalsplcethi n g s' y o u"death'°flife.Va-lf• ='=.vertise ore Never botherpromotewhatt°ad- _]_D_e-o not waste time transparencytelligence if yOUprojectorUSed-ora

h

might revive interestand you will .be doing on mimeographed a study
, that: would never do. If Wednesday night, preparing for the ser- . guide. If you use.a short film.... vice. to provoke discussion or
_' someone complains about It probably isn't important After all, it is just.prayer thought;.some old-timer will

the sameness or st_ggests anyway. Besides, if they. meeting. Your time is .too remark: "If I wanted to see a
I something new,_you must want to .come, they will . - valuabletowastepanninga, movie I.would have gone to

quickly reply: "But we've al- • •come. The others already, message or a study for just a theater, or-stayed home
•ways done it this way," If have TV programs or ac-

said convincingly enough tivities to take up their time a handful iof people who and watched TV." Stay
have learned not !o expect away from chalkboards or

they will probably, take the . for. that evening. There is no much on Wednesday- eve: flipcharts. Chalk and color
k-E__thint and see they are• not use giving them a gt)ilt trip ning. markei's are hard to get out

wanted in prayer meeting. •by suggesting they should - WC:_//d" " - - - of clothes. One must, be
bein the house of God. " " careful.
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- lOe Testimonies should

" nevel: be allowed._ , .Never ask for sug-_ TestimOniesare sure to

one giving them Why they

be interesting only to the

.Make sure you do. , ge_timSpr.oveiOnstheon

how to
prayer should be allowed to take

i not let anyone partic,- meeting. " up valuabletime and make
pate in t he service or ' ' S o m e b r i g b t p e r s o n. the ser_,ice longer is beyond
take part in discus- might:just ignite the whole, me.. Some people who are
sions, issue again with a sensa- used to testifying may stop

They might not agreewith, tional idea. Then it would coming, but of course we
something you have rsaid. take you another year to get must follow our rules: What
That would put you on the it killed. If someone does :are rules fo_.anyway?
spot. You want to avoid that. . give a Suggestion, then re-
at all costs. After all, if peo- fer it to a committee where " ' " ' -
pie get to disagreeing with .' it can gather dust untilit is
the preacher you can never forgotten. You. do not need
tell where tha,t might :end, . • feedback of any kincl to help

you. You' know what you are
Keep a firm hand at all ' trying to do and withalittle

• times in prayer meeting." " 0_eM " ' : _ luckyou will succeed beforeake it a prayer [ong on your own.

. :, • : _ . • meeting in name only, :: theselfyou10rulesfaitJ_fullyyoushouldf°ll°wl, Never involve the • I know. it's Called prayer .... have no trouble getting your
young people in the meeting, but really, do peo- " " crowd down to the size

meeting, pie come to pray?-It should : where you could bury.the
After all, they have so little not be necessary to teach _i_ praYer meeting for good

to •offer it wogld only be a your people to pray, to take Then youcould stay homei

i waste of t me They could prayer• requests or to call and watch the ball games

t more profitably spend the on several peoplet 0 pray liketherestofthe members• evening whispering to a short prayers You might The/practical advantages of

i sweetheart Writing in the embarrass one of your restoring Wednesday night
• hymnal, _r doing something board members by call!ng ii for your own interests are

constructive like staying on him to pray onthe spur so numeroLts you will un-
• home and Watching the of the momentwhen he left doubtedly put these rules

Wednesday night movie on his prayer at home in I_is in operation without further
TV Besides, if you eliminate other Bible The p_eacher •delay ,,
the young peoplei when the should do all the praying ; I wist) you miserable fail-
old•f01ks die off there will `be That's what they are paying ut-e in your undertaking_

him for His prayer should K_!no one to keep the prayer
•be long and rambling That _._..

meeting going always helps to turn some
pe pl

..................................... 15
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k' pply • • • claimson membership time and make comments, and return mental to the church.Could the Midwee Service Su • •l eaders who fear competing ceive these reports, read them• lives and in some wayare funds-

. loyalty, them each' week. Never in my The question is often asked' " life had been that ntentional about the adaptability of these
"' ' Because we had the opportu- about prayer, Bible study, _and patterns to existing, more tradi-

MIS$1Nt LIMK . nityto begin a new congregation• meditation. Whatl discovered for tional congregational sti'uctures.

.... 11¢ . - in 1975. and with our special myselfisthatgrowthdoesn,thap, itwouldbeimpossibletoprovide
interestin the ministryto•theinner pen automatically, or by just ' a Blueprint for organizing a con-I BIIK. city of Washington, theCbmmu- attending services. S_)iritual gra£[ation around the mission

: nlty o! Hope Church of the Naza- growth, as development in. any. group concept: -To begJn with,

C0M6REaATIINA_ tiR'ml_ rene-was organized with a othe r area of life, requires dis-people must come to such

' BIM c°nsci°us attempt t° adapt the clplinesandaccountability, groupsbychoice, notcoercion, lt

'_ IB Wesleyan mbdel of group ac- ,
countability. From the beginning . .

i . • • . ".
. . each member has. been in a "mis-

sion groul:3" where members

by Tom Nees assume accountability to and for One of our notions is thatone another, Groups are identi-

• Paster. Communi,y ol Hope Church of the Nazarenq, Washington, D.C. t.i lied by a particular task which only those who are .

, the groups.take on. with each accountable to a. spiritual', member of the group expected to

t . . " , " (_!arlfy his or her own gift for that. •director are to Offer
• _j_here.two'or,three are garb- dvdual responsibility to believe 18th-century Eva.ngelical Revival , corporate mission. More impor: . . -"

WW ered together'in my name, and haveexp6rienced moments under the ministry of John Wes- tant than the partJcular task direction to others.
there am ] in the midst of them,'" of converslo.n and entiresan.ctifi-, ley, It is i.nteresting to.c0mpaie . . however,, is the commitment
said Jesus (Matt: 18:20). This may cation. Hardly a message con- the fruits of the two contemporary to a comr0unity where sDiritual
be one of the most mi'sunder- cludeswithout a callforindividual evange sts;GeorgeyVhitelLeld growth is nurtured. The groups ' "

stood and misquoted verses of decisions to follow Jesus in dis- and Wesley. UnlikeWhitefiel,d, accept certain minimal disci- "-_

scripture. How "often has a pastor cipleship. The emphasis is upon Wesley's ministry was preserved • " I plines.which include speneing Spiritual direction can take won't work: if _eople join just to
looked over a smaller than ex- the individual. At.the same time, because lie organized con_,erts ' - one half hour_eaCh day in praYer many different forms. Mostof us go along with the program. The

-.pected or hoped-for group on a ndividual Christians are urged to into groups with trained pastoral :-. ! and meditation• The .group de- would not accept the .direct con- danger always exists that When sSlJnday "orweeknight and tried-to gather regularly for what may_be leadership, Variously referred to ;. cides on its _wn daily Bible re'ad- " frontational approach John Wes- few people within ac0ngregation

reassure himself and the congre- referre, dllno as "cathedral experi- as "classes" and "bands," tnese _ ings andeach member is•'tonai-ne ley expected his followers to begin to meet together aroundgation with these wcrds? Even ences these settings services groups were small, about 12 irl .r " the others n prayer each day, •adopt. Nor are we interested m more intenti'onal commitments
.though oui" disappointment would are planned in which people are number, and met regularly for Each one is to _eep a spiritual monastic regimentation. Direc- than expected for average mem-

i lead us to feel that it's hardly arranged in:groups where they Drayer, study, and confession to . journal, recording insights fro'm tlon is more often a form of bers the charge of .elitism will

, worth the effort to conduct a listen to a presentation by a min- one another about tndiviOual and " " the Scripture or whatever notes Iistening_ ,_ spiritual director is arise:
service for so few, we go on--. ister or teacher. The assumption group needs. People who._ttend- are ilelpful and to report with one who can listen without giving Whatever the •dangers and dis-
certain that at least Jesus is pros- Is that the larger the grouP, the e.d the Methodist"Societies'."were some regularity to a spiritual.di- too much advice_ helping one to ruptions may be, something must

i ont. With this verse•we seek to more effeotive.the presentation or directed into.these smaller rector,"a person.who is able to be" faithful to personal commit- be done within the structure of
salvage something when our own program must be and the more groups. The real strength and hold one accountable to agreed- taunts. My spiritual director is a the local congregation to provide

i plans have failed. . obvious the presence.of the Lord.. vitality Of th e Revival was neither upon persona and corporate " layman I've known for _ight years, opportun.ity for Christian corn-

For years; I never considered There is no doubt thal a large Wesley's open-air preaching nor ciisciDIines: . He knows me quite well by now, munity and spiritual growth, to
another interpretation until a writ- -and inspired group of. people the Societies, but these smaller . . In this relationship he is-.my know the, unique,presence of
or giving e rection for spiritual brings excitement ¢&nd-anticlpa- units to which Wesley devoted Being accountable'for spiritual ;)astor and'prophet. He is present Christ to the few who "gather

I development .suggested that the tiorl but it may in fact prevent the most of his time and attention, growth and accepting spiritual both to comfort and to challenge., together", in. His name. Almost
,' presence of Jesuscan beknown -kind of meeting which,, Jesus Wesley didn't invent "the idea. " "

In a special way to a few people promisedin theverse,"wheretwo He borrowed from others of his _ : directiorl- is certainly the most Rather than writing out reports any group within the larger con-
" fo_'eign of these .ideas-.for most" now. we meet every other week gregation could conceivably be-

who have gathered together to,be or three are gathered together in time, Drimarily the Moravians. In people. While we talk about spiri- for an hour together. One of our come the base for such groups.
I accountable to one another for my name . . ." Rows uoon rows fact. the New.Testament seems to. tual growth as being a natural notions is that only those who Sunday schg,ol classes, choirs,

. their spiritual lives;Indeed, Jesus of peoplein a sanctuary does not " Indicate that the first-century - ". part of Christian •living, few of us. areaccountable tb.a spiritual di- .'committees. even the Church

was not .talking about a chance providethe setting for the klr)d of Christians met in house churches have really taken .seriously the rector are to offer direction to Board could see themselves as
• meeting of a" few faithful saints, encounter and-'oommuriity of where a few people could share ,accountability which makes such others. "Only by being account- more than task-orJented groups.

I These words are .not meant, as •which "Jesus'was speaking, their lt_,es together.'The absence growth possible, It is assumed able to another am I able,to be a The Wedn.esday evening or other• consolation for those mor:neflts While not discounting the ira- of.church buildings was not the that:,attending services year after pastor/prophet•to others in the midweek gatherings could "be
when our _lans fall. In. some portance of individual decisions handicap it might seem. It was, in year, participating in the organ- congregation." used to offer people the oppor-
unique way Jesus offered to nor the.value.of larger cathedral fact, part. of-the reason for the ized life of" a. congregation•will .We are not satisfied that we tunity to gather in smaller groups
make himself present to •groups .•experiences. thffre is something rap.ld growth of early Christianity. _ stimulate Inward spiritual de_ have refined a r.eproducible n ttleWesleyan pattern. We need

of people who would be account- more to Christ an community In our time there is widespread I velopment.Several years ago, m model for-ourselves or others, to do in our time what Wesley

able to ()no another for their which is'vital and often rnissing, interest.n small groups of Chrts_ i" . my first experience with a mission Certainly the Wesleyan example did in his. that is,'look around.

spiritual growth and- corporate It is alinkwhich could gwe mean- tians meeting in.homes for mutual group, was instructed to begir must be adapted for our times, be aware of the needs of people
m|ssion. _ ing to ch_ rcheS large arid small support. Most of this interest and writing out weekly spiritual re_ We believe, h()wever, that some and be willing to restructure our

In this verse may be a clue to a An example of the importance activity is happening outside the - ports as away of being account_ principles-of •spiritual growth and Christian communities around
mlsainglirik in our congregational " of this nk Is found within the organized church and Is often able for my spiritual disciplines Christian community are involved . ideas which are both biblical and
life. We haveemDhaslzed the in- Wesleyan movement dudng the viewed'with alarm by •church -.. My spiritual director would re_ :•here which must be a pa:rt of our in touch with the times.

. • " . • . . •-

16 " " 17

1979 12-1980 02-10



Ii

• l, ." . •
.., ". . .

.......£ .DAY""'"" ,OCT,....WCDPI . " --.- Mio= .sE,u,cE,,''"i +OFTHE
-= i +. . t

PRAIYE:RAMD. HAIRE: I" " "
. ". -. : - . . ; : by Rob L. Staples

: i " ." Professor of Theology, Nazarene Theological Seminary

• , . • , .
• . . . •

. . . ,,

by James D. Conner " ' '" ' _AN e_i'aie 2Oth-century theological offspring of John ings.'.Wesley insisted that his Methodists'take the sa_ra'-.
+- " .... VV::Wesley .have _tell-nigh fo-g'ot{en his significant ments regularly In their Anglican parish •churches. Still•

._ . , .

Pas(or, Lakeland FTrst Church of the Nazarene Danville New Jersey . ' " :. _. " accomplishment in erecting an "organl{'ational structure :in one way or another, the Methodists eventually came.
- •. so well adapted tO his d&y and so successful in promoting during Wesley's lifetime• to exercise most. of the func-

: . . ... ". . the doctrine-and_expenence Of Christian"perfection. We lions of a church• and in spite "of the fact that the
" - " of the modern holiness.movemenl have kept ative the Methodists were good Anglicans they came to look not

t started during our building they• wanted to come. All other 1, A II[m conviction that group _octrine of holiness. And, thahks be to'God we nave, to the churchbut to the society for their s[oiritual sus-

I program. While our new'sanc- services were now being affect#d . . prayer Is a geod ..Investment "among as, countless "living witnesses" of the experience -tenance

tuary was being built •. our prayer • because'of prayer. Revival ha'_ of Ume, .- - of holiness as Well• But when a full inventory is taken, it Because..th.ey were the smallest units, the•bands and" will probably show that we have nqt attained.Wesley:s classes were the groups In which week.by week, tlt,e
servicewas held in a smalrPres- come to Lakeland First Church 2. Glvlrlg the group the responsl- " " " - le_.,el.of success In building an organizational structur'e to work• of examinatiorl eidification., disclDline.-and,soci_,l

byterian church. 'of the Nazarene through the blllty.0ldetermlnlngthedlrec- - + guide Christiansin.theirgrowthi.n holiness and oursuitof service was carried on They were the major means of

One evening while .conducting Wednesday prayer service, lion of prayer, i " " perfection, cultivating he,holy life• For Wesley, it would have been
the service, ,I realized that too We have sin'ce moved into our . In any attempt to.assess and improve the contribution' :unthinkabl.e and unforgivable to pf'each scripturm .hell-

many people had come out. of'a..new :facl"lities. We refuse, how- 3 The understanding that each . . which the midweek prayer service is making to the life'of ness. admonishing "belie_,'ers to "'go on to perfection."

sense ofduty. Frustrated b_' the ever, to move our prayer service person's prayer-request Is ira- our churches today, it might be well to take a new look at without providing them with every possible practical. the early Methodist '_class meeting,': for which the mid+ meansof guidance n their quest. On being asked whai "

thought, I stepped down to the back into the sanctuary. Instead, portent, " I" week serwce became, a substitute within theholiness should ue done to keepoMethodism alive after his death•
center aisle a'nd asked "How can we meet n the fqllowship hall. '4. The feeling of oneness pro- . . movement around the turn of the century• Weslcyreplied: -
we best use our time this eve- The folding chairs are arranged meted by the seating arrange- " • "

ning?" Understanding my desire in a large ,semicircle, allowing- merit, .. . I. The Class Meeting in Early Methodism. - tlcePreaChenforce°Urdoctrinediscipline.lnculcatelfyoupreacheXpenence'doctrine,only,Urgeprac-
to break from the norm, thepeo- everyone tO .see a'nd hear the :. The basic und of the organizational structure which meeeoplewillboantinomlans:llyoupreachexpenence .

pie began to respond. Ode bur- person who is sharing• If we are sincere in our ap- Wesley fashioned was the Class .Meeting. It fit like a only, they will become enthusiasts; if you preac_ prac-
dened lady spoke up, "You can We'begin the service by singing preach to group• prayer the Holy 5ewn stone into the larger overall pyramidlike o_ganiza- rice only, they will become oharisees;.end if you preacn" - tional structure which +was Methodism. At the top of the all these and do not enforce disctpllne, Methodism will

pray for my husband;'1 Instead of several songs• The people are Spirit will surely be present in.our pyramid, both in authority and Irl geographical spread belike e highly cultwated garaen Without a fence, ex-

waiting to collect more prayer then encouraged to report an- meetings. We believe Wednesday . was the Conference, composed of preachers only• Meet_ posed to the ravages of thewild boar of the forest>_

requests, we immediately went•to" swers i0 prayer as welJ as ether Prayer and Share to be extremely ing annually, the conferences "often resolve'd themselves .

prayer. Soon others were making spiritual happenings in their lives, important. Our people are gen- me what might be called seminars m Christian dbc- . The bands and c asses v,;erethe two major instruments

requests• We continued to pray Often. following a- report, we uineiy Lifted and faith is restored. ;trir_e'"_innatureThenandof•there.vanousWerethe.SocietieS,.sizes,some beIngWhiChquiteWeresmalll°C_;InotinWesley'Sfewerthan"guidance5nor moreSyStem•"than,10Thebands•consistedpersons,and were°f
after each request, always asking pause to thank the Lord. Re L We enter Sunday's• services with ancl some numbering nto the hundreds, such as mose at segregate(:[ according to age and sex: It was the Class,

a friend nearby to le"ad in prayer. - quests are then shared and we great confidence, knowing there .London, Bristol. and NewcasU,e. however, rather than the band, which.became the most
begin to pray for each other, has been a great nvestment.of : Each member of a'society was also a member of one enduring working unit for the growth of the early Metho-

The news of a productive Many who attend on Wednesday •prayer. I've found that there is a. of two still smaller groups, a Band wlth 5 to tO members dist movement and for thespiritual nurture of its individ-

prayer service traveled fast and •believe • t to, be one of•the most direct relationship between or a'Class with a dozen. For each oi these units • there uarmembers, although the functions of the bancIs andwas a Leader to keep the whole functioning smoothly, classes were essentially the same-_"mutual edification

by the next week our Wednesday . meaningful services of the week.- Wednesday Prayer and Share -.Behind these special groups lay a threefold purpose: and discipline in small groups of Christians who took
attendance to prayer service had In trying to analyze just what is and the spiritual atmosp _ere discipline, edification, an(; benevolent activity, their calling seriously. ''' ". " +, .

i doubled: In a few weeks ft be- hapl0ehihg, rye concluded that It In our sanctuary on Sunday It must be remembered that Wesley's Methodism con- There were two differehces, however. First.'the classes

• i .' slsted of a number of societies within the Church of were not segregated, as were the bands• "Men and
came nec'essary to move into a is not just one thing buta factor mornings. " • -

large fellowship hall Something mix that makes the prayer service I sense a desire on the'part of . , England. The idea of such' societies was not new to women, old ano young, "wLtnout distinction, met togetherWesley. He simply patterned after the model of Anglican in them. "r' Secondly, the bands were somewhat moreex-
wonderful ]_ad happened. Now such a blessing• many to "get back tO baslcs."'A socleitlea which had been formed in 1676 by Dr. Anthony cluslve in that they were composed mainly of folk who

many people were comin9 on I believe the •following .to be real prayer meeting is a. good Horneck andlM_:..Smlthles, and were still In existence In desired an even deeper and stricter fellowship than thai

Wednesday evenings because Important: place to begin Wesley's time. _ provided in the society•as a whole, a fellowship in whichThe relation of these societies rathe established church they "could not only seek strength-for their faith, but also
" " " " " " " was complex• The societies were never called "churches". speak without reserve of their remaining spiritual strug-

- • - ane the!r meeting places were never called "church build- gles and temptations, without fear o4confessing •their
. , - - ..,
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backsliding IntO former sins. ''_ .This did not inClJQe every- clear, and the moral life was taken much more seriously out our history. But oth(_r structures may be built-which important element =n the class meeting. Each member
one In the societies the only admission requirement for and maintained-at a much n_gher level in the societies will incorporate such an element of accountability. It was urged to bring an Offering each week to helD themight be argued that our people today, who are finding poor. A sensitized social conscience was one of the fruits
the societies being.a desire "to flee from the wrath to .than m the national church."!' exhilaration in gaining freedom from the old legalisms by of the class meeting• Within these small grdups through -
come to be saree from tfieir sins.' : On'the other nane.
every society member, regai_dless of his religious pro- II. The Potential of;the Class Meeting f()r Today _h'lch they have felt shackled in the east. will not tolerate, out 'England there was slowly and quietly fermenting, in
fession or state of grace, had to be a member of one of It is doubtful f the class meeting could be taken over - such demands as the class meebng would iml_ose upon its own nonvioleht way, what Bernard Semmelcatls "the
the classes rite which his soci(_ty was divided. Thus the just as it was in the lath century and Used .effectively them,'But on the other hand. there s a hunger among Methodist revolUtion"_ _' which, according to the well-
class could be a means both of evar_getistio outreach in our churches today, either as a substitute for or as a people today to "belong," to be "committed" to some- known thesis of Elie Halevy _ saved England from the
and.of nurture for new Christians in a way that the.band complement to the midweeK- service.- New wine still ] thing worthwhile. An accountability structure that appeals violent" kind .of revolution which France suffered during
could not. cannot be successfully/ stored in old wineskins. But per- to this hunger can be effective both in personal growth the same century. •

Whereas the concept .of the band was adopted from haps there are some features of the class meeting which and tn service to the church It is enlightening to note the connection between such

the Malay ans in 1739, the class was at distinctively might well be incorporated into our church life more . Accountability need not be a burden but can be a vital a result and the way in which theL_so'cial concern of the
Methodist origin. In the backgrouno, oi course• was'the, deliberately and effecti_;ety than heretofore:- element in a sense of belon_]ingness, Eve_ .Wesley's !class meeting.was directed. Their _jiving and sharing was
"Holy Club" of Wesley's Oxford days. But as he became Most certainly the elass meeting will need some modifi- class meeting t'tickets" were meant as "letters of cam:. directed largely to the known needs in ti_e Surrounding
the administrator, of a new and growing religious m()ve- cation to make it relevanf to the urbanized, technological mendation" in the early Christian sense. Containing Was- commumty_ Such social service and financial givin_ in any
menL Wesley brought the class into .being in 1742, age in which we live. But it just might be that some SLJch ley'_ own signature and _ scripture verse along wfth a reconstructed class meeting which we might institute_ religious symbol which _','as changed per!utileally, the todaywouldneedt'obebeyondoui'"oooled"givingwhich
simply as a device for paying off a debt on.the property remodeled version of Wesley's class meeting could serve
at Bristol'" Leaders were chosen and each was as.signed modern Wesleyamsm well if adopted today. At least;.if fielder was a distinguishing mark which signified that the • is.sent worldwide. This is essential !oo. But'the kind at

I 11 members on whom.they were to.call each week for tl:lere is reasbn to.believe that a reconstrucbon of Wesley's holder "belonged'," and also guaranteeP him the right of social service which went on in the early Methodist class
eontr_butiona. In making these rounds• the leaders soon creation colJld effectively promote holiness today--both .hospi nifty when traveling _:' .. meeting could be both a means of growm in persona{
discovered that some were not living as they ought, the doctrine and the experience--then such reconstruc- (2) Confession. The greatest religJous mistake of the holiness end a force which changed a nation, largelybecause it was directed to nearby needs which could' be
Wesley then cohceived the idea of having "each class -tion should be attempted. " moderh holiness movement/and her most unpardonable

memPereaderrnakeofhlsindulrYclass.C°ncerning'mespiritual _,tate Of each would3"hecertainlyClaSSmeetihg,bearlittleeVenresemblancema reconstrUctedto.themiclweek.Versi°rl. _' " " teachdevlatien"growlngfr°mChristlan'sClassicalWesEeyamSm.andsanctified isbelievershow"tonerfailure to seenmembers•andto hurtslll.WhiChconclusionCOUd. be felt .bY the class
At first the leaders visited the members at their own service as we have known it. Some of the main" features confess their spiritual failures. Unfortunately, the attitude

names but this was "soon found not so expedient." for . which ma¢ie the class meeting Work.ere necessaril',., ab-. somehow developed among us that any eonfesBion el These. distinctive elements among others, made the
several reasons, mosl of which would seem strikingly sent from the midweek service. Furthermore, the class . spiritual fault amounted to an admissionof a I_ackslidden class meeting; and consequently theMethodist move-
familiar to those engaged In pastoral visitation today. ['' meeting, with the features which Wesley built into.it, is condition, and the Lord's Prayer ("forgive us our debts." mont. what they were in'the lath and 191h cer:ituries.

• . Matt. 6:12; "forgive us. our sins." Luke 11:41 has been This writer hasheard scores of,pastors, during.the DUSt
prayed in something less than cam'plate sincerity, few years exoress their frustrations.regarding the mid-

For :Wesley, it wouldhave been both unthinkable . -- * This was a mistake John Wesley,never made. In the week service and their doubts as to its effectiveness in- • - .class meeting the people had an accepting ahd caring its present form.' There may have been aday whenthe
.-_ midweek service was an accurate gauge of a church's

and unforgivable tO preach scriptural holiness, fe,owsh,pwhere tlley could "confess their faults one to. another" and thereby find spiritual he_ing, _t_Some of our spiritual health, but that is not completely the case today.

believers to "go on to perfection," most alertpastorsarealreadyseekingandfindingways .In m.ost.urban congregations especially, the church s• . within their congregations to correct this mistake• Per- usually healthier than the midwee.k I')rayer.meetmg .atten-

admonishing ng t em Very poss ble lendfui;ther aid along this line. " " Insubstitutlngfol'theclassmeetihgavoluntarilyattehd-without providi h with e i " haps a renewed considerationof theclass mdetin_ cduld, dance indicates. , "

cti guid Wos,eyunderstood that the "'perfect" "were not the ed serv(ce on a single designated night each .week. we,pra caI means of ance in their quest, i "flawless," but the "maturing." To be perfect in love%as nave created some real barriers to preserving the essen_ .--

't _ ,to be perj'ect_y t'urned toward God. in the spirit of'the tial elementsof the class meeting. If', however, we can

The next step "in the evolutior, el the class' meeting, not the same thing as the "circles of concern "_"care. .Psalmist, . " " socialservcefindways to n ourgroupmeeBngs, perhapsnewlifecangenerateaccountability, confession• and
'_ therefore, was to gather the members all together in.one - rings, '' "links of love." and "early Christians." which some .. . "Search me. O God, and know my heart! be breathed into our between-Sundays"gatherings.

plade at a specified time each week..Westey found these of our churches are now'using effectively. To be sure. Try me and know my thoughtsi .
- " many of these groups bear much resemblance to Was- _ And see if there-be any wicked way in me. '']_ REFERENCES .

meetings extremely useful: " " - ley's class meeting (even more' than the rhidweek sol'- 1. RichardM. Cameron.Methodtsntand Societym Historical Per-
• It can scarce .be conceived what aavantages nave and perfectly turned toward one's neighbor, in the spirit of _pOchve[NewYork:A_lngdonPress.19611.P.40,V ca) But again, some of the very features which made 2. John S Simon.John Wesley"ant1the ReligiousSocieties(London:

_. been reaped from.this little _rudential regu]atlon.'Many the.class" meeting what. it was ai;e noticeably absent, a.servant. Wesley was "cathol c" enough'In his theology TheEo_'orthPress.1921).e_,9-27
now happily exnerlenceo that Christian IellowshIo of " to know that true Christian •nurture required .a confes- 3 Quotedin FrenzH_ldebrandt.ChristianityAccording to the Wesleys
which may had not se much as an Idea before/They from these groups. - • sional element. And he insisted that repentance belonged tLondon:The,eDworthPress.1956),p, 12

i" began to 'bear one another's burdens.' andnaturally to There were many important elements in the -class - 4 Car_eronp.36
• "care for each other.' AS they had daily a mere intimate meeting wnlcn can easily be ouplicated in'various groups " " not merely at'"the gate of religion . . . at.the beginning s Marhn Schmldl John Wesley: A Theologicalaiogtapt_y,VO'I. 2,

acquaintance with, so tney had a more adVdncea within our churches today, such as pi'ayer for one anoth: of our Chi;Istlan course, when we are setting OUt in the Part 1.'trans.DyNormanGoldhawk[NewYork'.AbingdonPress.1972].
affection for. each omer. And 'speaking me truth'in or. careful Bible study, and the warmtfi of a caring and way to the Kingdom," but also "in. eve.ry suPsequent p.gs. •
love, they grew up into Him in ag things, who is the sharing fellowship. But the elements.which perhaps come stage of ourChrlstlan course."This repentance, insisted 8 (t_d.._. 97. • •

i Head. even Christ." - " " ' ': closer to defining the class meeting'suniqueness and ex- Wesley; is as necessary "in order to our continuance 7. rh_ Works at file ee_,Jot_p'.Wesley,A.M.. ed. ThomasJackson
, One significant feature of the operation of the classes. plaining its success are those wfllch.have generally been and growth tn grace, as in order to our entering into _1, Vols..GrandRag ds: ZondervanPublishing" CO. 1958) VIII. 2;_0 .

• • • OiledhoreaeeresWorks,

was the use of tickeis--"the material symbol par excel- absent from, and cannot easily be fitted into, our usual the(3)KIngdOmsocial.Service.°tGod.'. '="when in 1739. the.next year after 9.6'/e/d,W°rksVI6,.252. . . " .

i lance of the seriousness with which the early Methodists structur_s- We will note three of these elements:took their discipline: ''_=Each member was gwen a ticket' - his "warmed heart" conversion'at Aldersgate, Wesley 10. Ig_d,.253." Ibid, 354: " : "

l as a sign of his membership. Each C _a_ter his character (1) Accountability. The requirement that each society wrote, in the preface to the first Methodist hymnbook.
12. Cameron.D.39 " " ", " -

! was reviewed, and if passed a new ticket was. lssu#d. "-member join a class was workable in Wesley's day since that "the Gospel of Christ knows of 'no re igion but 13. IbiS:

I "But if he was found guilty of some fault which brought. membership in the society was voluntary. But once a per- social. -no holiness but social holiness. ''_ he was con- 1;_.lbid
scandal on the societies, or which was considered un- son joined tl_e society he was requ[i'ed to be a member of damning the mystical notion that holirfess Is best dowel- 15..Schmldt e. 100, " " " " • • " .

• worth_' of his profession, the ticket was denied him till a class within that society. And. as a class member, he oped_in isolation f#om. the.world. The statement thus . 17.16"Pk_lmW°rks't39:23-24a.Vlll258. RSV " "
he displayed suitable repentance and gave evidence- of was accountable to the class leader. He was obligated to reflects both his commitment to the fellowship of mutual _s. Works.V 156-1S7 •
his sincere desire to mend his life. ''_ Thus continued attend the meeting each week and give account of his discipline which was possible In small groups of Chris- 19. G, Osborn (edle_n. The Poetica' Works of. John and Charles " .

membership in a class, and hence in the society itself, spiritual progress, tlans meeting together and.his concern about such soctal Wesley(London:Wesl8jan-MethodistConferenceOffice.1868).p. xx_20. BernardSomme 'The Methodist Revolution INew York: Basic

depended on continued conformity with high ethical' Such accountability _robably cannot be incorporated evils as po_,erty, slavery, and disease. Books..Inc..1973),
standards. AS Cameron observes. "the difference 'be- Into either our ml_dweek service or our Sunday School This social concern was manifested In Wesl.ey's lifelong 21. Ella HaleVy,The Birth of MethodismIn England, Iranslateoano
tween Methodists and .'the world' was kept sharp and classes.Attendanee at these.has been voluntary, through-. " activity.on behalf of the poor and. unfortunate.. It was..an " edited, h_-BernardSeminal(Chicago: Universityof ChicagoPress.1971)
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I

: ,of people participation. While t_e pastor usually capable leader for each prayer group and asstgn a
• leads the servce, there shou d be a strong era- portion of the Bible for discussion. After a period

.... phasl's on people taking part in this service. A 10- or of group discussion everyone returns to the sane-
. " " .'tb-mlnute message, based on a Bible passage.-.is tuary at which time each group leader presents a

"Out::prayer meetings should come ih for an overhaul." far more appropriate forthemidweek service than summary or key ideas gleaned from the group
" or the pastor to present a full-length sermon., study.

' r " _ " " ' " " _" i " ' ' : e Celi foi_prayer around the altar Wh I_ there s • Midweek training sessions work. A series of six
. " • , • . - ,,I no virtue.in a particular posture, there seems to be consecutive prayer meetings may be devoted to

significance when a group of people kneel together training sessions on a subject related to Christian

PASTOR ' ' .around the altar, inasmuch as the altar isthefocal life and service. Training sessions should not be
T'M ¢ ' •.point for prayer In the church. It may be ,pmpared permitted tO become a substitute for prayer meet-
Ilili . " " -'.. • ' to group dynamics, such as a team playing together ,inn. However. a series of training sessions once or
" "- • " " on a field 'or an orchestra playing together in a twice a year serves the purpose of 'providing in-

by Forrest E. Whitlatch musical presentation• So it Is that the church ex-: struction forChristian service as well as providing

AND • • " " perlences a sense of spiritual communion when a, var_ety in the format of the midweek service,
t . - .

• Superintendent, Iowa Districl. Church of the Nazarene kneeling together before God. • Assigned prayer requests. The pastor shares a
. • Make the testimony service meaningful. Ad- list of prayer requests. After each request is made,
mittediy, testimony time is _sky. It cad become s people are asked to raise their hand indicating that

HIS PRAYER MEETING ,ree"talkshow"--sortofan"air-your-opinion"act. they will specifically pray fof that particular request." Some have been known to take advantage of'their This produces assurance,that every prayer request
• . -. • •. freedom Others tend to dominate the time with isbrought before the throne of God by interested

" lengthy vei'balizations of trivia: But. this is not a valid intercessors. ""
• ..... • Plan ahead. Stimulate interest in preparing for

. . , • .
....... . prayer meeting by passing out Bible questions on

Sunday, Announce that these questions will be.dis-

" : : The growing church cussed at the p,rayer meeting service during the.... week. People will have time to study Bible passages
The "Hour of Power" is the label.given.by many admonition. The ;)rayer meeting affoi'ds our people before coming to the midweek service.

churches to the m!dweek prayer serVice.Some a time to help one another inprayer: How reassur- . begins on her knees. • Maintain a focus on prayer. With the multi-churches nan_e it this because they have fbund it'to inn to knowthat oui'brothers and sisters n Christ " - • "" . plicity of church functions, it is so easy to use the
be true. Still others choose the label because it has _ help lift the heavy burden while praying around the midweek service for a variety of church acti_,ities.
a nice rhyming r.ing to it.. altar of ifitercessioh. - " " . ' ' " " Eventually pr.ayer is crowded out and the time is

Be that as it rgay. every organization has its Moreover prayer _as the.effect of uniting-God's - - . . . usurped by other programs, If we are .careless at
center.of dynamic. For the body it is the heart: for people_ Tl'{echurch. fa(;e_ w th a problem of internal
the seed it is the kerne ; for the gasoline engine it is strife, Will d.o well tO bridge the gap by'coming . ..: reason todiscard a traditional practice which has this point, our chi.ldren.and.young people Could• . beer of untold.blessing across the.years. Frequently grow up with the idea that the midweek service is a
the exolosion chamber: for the Church it s prayer, together in prayer. Around the throne of, the Father "the expression of a life situation provides encour- time for handicraft, play, and achievement pro-
Prayer is the dynamic power of the Church. Jesus .the children of'GOd discover a. new series'of mutual , agement to'a fellow Christian•who may be passing grams, Even if the congregation is divided into age-
corfimanded that the Church should tarry in prayer interests ant united mission, through a similar experience, level groups, a_ place of prominence should De
before they went forth to witness. Couldit be that -
we have .gone forth to :witness without spending The spirit of revival within the church can be The pastor or prayer meeting leader is respon- devoted to.prayer ....
time in intercessory prayer? It becomes the respon- fostered through the prayer meet ng :Every mover - slble to maintain control during the testimony time. The decline of interest and attendanbe to the
sibility of the- pastor to help his congregation find ment of spiritual renewal begins with a "prayer Wisdom and discretion, will enable the leader to midweek _rayer meetlr_g is one of the early slgns of
the "power" part orthe "Hour of Power." The other emphasis. It m_[y beonly a few.who .gather for guide the testimonies.and thus avoid lengthy Jr: a decline in the spiritual vitality of the church. Theprevailing _rayer. _ut, when the-Holy. Spirit melts relevant chatter. If thetestimony serv0ce takes an church that discards the prayer meeting denies her-.
part is easy. ..the hearts in prayer, love and unity prevail. And improper dlreeti0n, break it up with a chorus. .selPthe dynamic of spiritual Dower. This is'more

I: The Pastor Must Ben Leader in Prayer. this unity becomes the 'fou ndation--of growth and words of "admonition, or simply change the order than a Dies for the maintenance of a.long-standi.ng
revival. • ' ' " of the service, tradition of the holiness movement. It is a plea'for

It maybe trite to say that the pastor is.responsible To encourage participation in testimony, here the ret'ention of a 13rincipal source of spii'itual power
to lead his people, but it is true, nevertheless. If the III. Pas|or and Peep e Must Learn to Pray. are a few practical suggestions, for the pastor and his people.

pastel" is to expect a Praying church, he must be a The midweek prayer meeting can become the. 1. Ask 'for testimonies of those who have not A few Sunday evenings ago while I was preaching
.pray-or himself, testified for the past month (or some other pre-" in one of the churches of my district, God moved in

- It is.essential that the pastor develop and main- most formal.serwce of the week. Tills'may seem . • .
tain'a eon'Sistent prayer life. We must confess that strange but it is, nevertheless, a fact. BY formal we ,. scribed period of time). _[ mightY'waY an d over a dozen people knelt, at the
the pressure qf a crowded schedule is the greatest mean that the serwce may follow a set pattern with 2. Ask for testimonies of those within a .certain altar of prayer for spiritual victory. Dur!ng the testi-
threat to the pastor's devot(onal life. Determine a little interest and little spiritual vitality, .In other age bracket--this may e[lcourage teens or young mony period Which followed this service the pastor's • ..
time of least int.erference. Make an a_pointment words, the people sing a song or two someone adults who:may be reluctant to speak. . wife explained that the spiritual renewal within the
with God just as you would make an appointment leads in prayer, there is Bible reading "and a few 3. Ask for testimonies of those who have ac- church came as a. result of a little band of people
with a parishioner. Keep that appointment faithfully, comments, a,few testimonies, and then we go home. cepted Christ within the past few months, who had been-meeting for,prayer and fasting every

"The private devotional life of the pastor will reflect In many instances our prayer meetings Should 4. Ask for testimonies.of those who have a birth- week. It is through prayer that we bring God's Spirit
itself in his public prayer. The unction and sincerity come m t;or an overhaul. Let us consider some day or anniversary during the particular month, upon the church, and when the Holy Spirit moves
of the shepherd as he leads his flock in group _ractical suggestions. • Use small.groups. Occasionally a series of upon His people the climate is prepared for revival.prayer meetings could consist of small Bible-study progress, and evangelism. The growing church
praying will testify to his Spirit-filled life. • Don't let It become.a Preaching service, The groups. Following the opening devotional period, begins on her" knees. Energized by the moving of

midweek prayer meeting was never designed for the congregation is divided In{0 several small God's Spirit, the church moves out to win a lost
I1. The People Must Unite in Prayer. the preacher to mount the pulpit.and preach a full- groups: These grotips could meet in Various sec- world to Christ. Let us keep alive this' Hour of

_'Bear ye one another's burdens'_ is the biblical length sermon. The class meeting carried the idea tions of the sanctuary or in classrooms. Appoint "a Power!
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IMIDWEEK MEDITATIONSL
ForAdvent: " Bathsheba? Review the unseemly 3. There are many "amazing" FnrChristmas: neavenlyflame, butwemustcarrythe "Blind. Bartimaeus . .'. sat by the

The Credential Statement stories of these women, things about Mary and Christmas• I1 The.Angels Went Away ' light m our own hands to illumir_e our highway side begging" (v. 46),is "ama'zing" that God would choose . dally task. ,

of the Son of God Tamar,-the Seductress (Genesis a teenager like Mary for such a re- Scripture: Luke 2:15-20 Conclusion: il. He Had a Great Opportunity--And He Seized It
Scripture: Matt. 1:1-17 , 38) . sponsible task. it _s "amazing" that Introduction: How can the Christmas vlsLon be "He hoard that it was Jesus"iv, 47).
Introduction: Who and what a person II. Rahab, the Mother of the Red Mary would believe the word of an "_Twas the mgnt before Christ- maintained? 'rHo cried the more a great deal"

- angel. A mooern girl might go to a mas, - ," But, What about the coy --Only on c'onqttton that we do not (v. 48),
claims or identifies with in a creden- Light District (Joshua 2, 6) psychiatrist saying, "Doctor. rm hear- . after? neglect the heaveRly vision, but un- -tial statement such' as this geneology She was probably the first, or one
speaks volumes. In this credential of the first, harlots to mark ner win- mg voices• Thudl An emotional vacuum crash- dertake tolive byit, III. He Had a Great Prayer-cAnd He

4 Even more "ama:_ing '' is the fact , es'inl "-.... Prayed It
statement not all of the people in dew with red. mal Mary a_ceptep the assignment " On the day after Christmas the --From Gone Van Note. by spa- "Jes.us...have mercy on me"(v#.
Jesus' family, history are included. Ill. Ruth, the Moabitess (Genesks 19. God gave'her." Accepting.God's call shepherds went back to work as we " ciaJ request. •
Only selected ones appear• Certain • 47-48).
selections tell us much aboul "what 30--37; also Ruth 1--4) meant that: . . , , . too must do. But they did not, go back ' '-. . .
Jesus came to do.. There is not much about Ruth (ex- I. Mary Had to put God's Call Above with sinking hearts. They."rt_turned. IV; He Had, n Great Falth_And He

He came to break down these bar-_, cept her scheming dating and court- glorifyfng .and praising God!" For the New Year: Exercised It
shi _ prac ces) to fuss about, But she Public Opinion. " . . . -

riers: - A. She was sure to become gossip -, We. like they-- "Lord, that I might• receive rny

I. The Barrier Between Men and was a Moabite,a nationality-hated by . "Three Wishes For.The New Year. sight"(v. 51). .- •the Jews because of the. ncestuous bait m Nazareth because ':she was ! I. Revel in the Glory of the Unusual "Thy faith hath made thee whole"
Women --national origins of the former, found w th child" (Matt. 1:18). A. This is very human--we all are Scripture: 2 Cor. 1:3-7- " (v. 52).

A. Jesus chose to list.four women B. The wedding custom required - - atti;acted by dogfights, fire trucks. Introduction: My best- New Year's ,
(besides Mary) in His credentialstate-' IV" Bathsheba, Ihe Adultress(2 Sam- the new Dnue to sit in front of _er " and laughing babies, wishes for you include a•wish for: V. He Hod a Great Testimony--And
ment [vv. 3-6): Tamar',_ Rahab. Ruth, ue111--12) • father's house for three days dress(_d " " B. It is"also very Important. -

She was not blameless in the.affa!r., m white to signify her virginity. She I. Enough Failure to Make You Suc- "' He Gave Itand Bathsheba. We. too. need the high momohts of ce;ssful "He... fol/qwed Jesus ih the way"
B. This proclaims loudly "to one with David. was to receive guests and.well-wish- -divine !nspirati0n to transf0rm the A, Productive failure in the life of (v. 52).

and all that to Christ and Christians V. A Question to Ponder ers. How could Mary. the pregnant " ' common place and give all of life a the Old Testament Joseph. . --Copied from W. H. Eridkson
women are to be elevated above the If Jesus_ knowing the dreadful past bride-to-be; do th s? How could, she new dimension: The nigh moments B. Produclive "failure tlq the life of who "got it froth a Lutheran
second-class personhood of ancient of these persons. Still reached out. not do it? . " make the difference. . Paul. preacher whose.name I can't
times, identifying w=tb them in His own cre- C. Yet Mary said, !'Be it unto me . - Cany0u imagine... C. Productive failure in modern

ti. The Barrier Between Jews. and dential statement, is there any failure accqrding to thy word•" . , " Moses without meeting God at the times: Babe Ruth [two strikeouts for remember.
' Gentiles or sin in your past that could cause It. Mary Had to.Put God's Call Above . burning bush? each home run). Lincoln. Edison.

A. Ruth and Rahal:. for exam _te. Him to reject you? Fatuity Favor. Abraharh without his vision,at the

were Gentiles. - - Conclusion: "And every mar that A. What oarent would believe her? . oasis of Haran? II, Enough Tears to Keep You Ten- How to Live It Up
B. This is an announcement that hath this hope "in him purifieth ram- B. We know of no ange)icexplana- . Jacob Without the angelic wrestling der . • .

Christ and Chr stlans will see all men self, even as he is pure" (1 John 3:3). lions to her parents. . " - " . " , match? A. On the.Sahara desert there are Scripture: Luke t4:25-33: Matt. 16:24
as brothers who all belong to God m a . C. Yet-Mary said."Beit LInto me Gideon• without his encounter at no rainsto_ms--but there are no flow-:

.special way. • -_An expanded aclaptation (and according to thy word.'" . . , . the threshing floor? . ors. . l. Count liMp
III. The Barrier Between Saints and - " corruptionJ of Paul Morritt Bas- . - . Isaiah without a new view of God in B. God can make your te'ars beneo "Whicrh'Of yOU.., sitteth not down

salt's magnificent sermon on Ill. Mary Had to Put God's Call theTemple? ficial for others, first, andcountaththecost.'..'(LukeSinners
A. The biographies of three of the Tamer and Judah. and David Above Her Hopes for Marriage Hap- " " Elijah without the - conquest at

wome_ included in Jesus' credential and Bathsheba. piness. Mount Carmel? III. Enough Hurts to Make YOU Help- 14:28).A. Would not her fiance break the The shepherds without the music ful I1. Give It Up "
statemem reveal that'they were far engagement? . of a heavenly choir? A. Helen Keller - "Let him deny himself" (Matt.
from saintly. (See the Old Testament " B. Would she not have to give him. This is what Thomas'Kelley calls B. 2 Cor. 1:4 16:24)
stories of Tamar. Rahab. and Bath- _For Christmas: up to obey.God? " --Twenty years ago when I was a "Whosoever .. ; that forsakelh not.

sheba). " Mary's Amazing Acceptance C. Ye Mary said "Be it unto me. '!the flaming vision." This is not all. there Is. but without it there iS n'oth-" student at Nazarene Theologi- all that he hath.., cannot be my dis-
B. This proclaims that all men according tothyword," - . ' " " Ing! calSeminary, a young preach- ciple" (Lui<'e 14:33). See also t_uke

stand in need of and may receive Scripture: Luke 1--2 . " IV, Mary Had to Put God's Call But we cannot live there, er spoke from this outline i_ 14:26.
God's love andgrace.. Text:. "Be it.unto me acc°rding to lily Above Lifo'Itself, chapel--his name was Eugene IlL Take It g p

--Compliments of William Bar- word" [1:38). '._. According to Mosaic'la'&. to De II..We Must Recover The Glory of Slowa., / have since beleag- "Let.him . . . take up his cross"
found pregnant out of wedlock was The Commonplace " . ' unfed'at least two graduating (Matt. 16:24),

clay Introduction: punishable by death--by stoning; or A. It is not an idle question.to ask, classes and three churches .- .

TJJ For Advent: 1, We remember Mary _ls a paraJ- if it was a priest'sdaughter death bY "What ilappens when the angels go with thi_ outline. IV." Keep I! Up

lel to Eve. Just as a _'oman olayed.a burning was prescribed. _ away? Has.their coming made any " " "Bear his cross, and come after
•- The Women in Jesus _ " •. "key role in the fall of humanity, so a B, Yet Mary said. "Be it unto me difference?" me"(Luke 14:27).

Credential Statement woman prays a key role =_ reoemp- according to thy word." B. The ultimate test of our Chris- The Good Example of . "Take up his cross.and follow me"
lion. ConclUsion: Can we make .Mary's tlan life is the quality and character of BIIndBartlmaeus (Matt. 16:2_,).

Scripture: Matt. 1:1;-17 2, We remember Mary for her response our own prayer? - • our actions, not in the moments of - Scripture: Mark 10:46-52
Introduction: Why would Jesus iden_ favor With God. The angel Gabriel deep emotion, but in the hours after _'Bofrowed" from a Eutheran
tify_.himself with such notorious per- said she was "highly favoured" and --Wesley Tracy with help from they have passed. . t. He Had a Great Need--And He preacher whose name I do re-
sons as Tamer. Rahab. Ruth. and "blessed." Shoiem Asch --We may light our torches at the Knew It member: G. K. Bower.
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• ! " " "_ " " the folks, and let them know that That sounds a little mechanical.

In the "Preacher's Magc=zine" ... .. you begin on time and close on but do not make it so. Let there

i

time. Let no "long-winded den- be spontaneousness about the
c0rY' spoil your meeting, whole service, but let there be

• " The Service should be happy, such careful preparation that you

_. : bright, cheerful--three adjectives will not-be taken by surprise and

_ t1__ "" . mu,h alike, but suggestive. The-say.(perhapsinside),"Whatsh,II

service should have lifting power. •we-do next?'_ Use groups, use . - - - . :
' " '" There should be the good fellow- the young people, use the sing- . J " "

-_ ship .that will cheer, encourage, ere, use the lantern use pictures, - .

- " " " . a_d make the tired soul rejoice. use music. Do everything to' make• , . There .should be the dynamic of" it interesting and varied. . " • "

. - spiritual power that will send the If there is any. service in the' " " : " " . ! ' i .' "
members forth to a b(_tter service week that needs preparation it

_" for the Master all the rest of the is the midweek service. We"ad- "
week, . v_se more careful pre_)ac:ation,for " ' :
" " this m(_st dlfficuit service• It'will

MAKE ,o,, about the service Itself.HOW . TO - - , We have said it "should be brief, not do to pick up the Bible at the
• "" • Bul there will be time f0r.all that last minute and hastily run

THE MIDWEEK .... Is needed. Here is agood tried thrbughsomei3arts of it and look " " -and proven plan or order that for a scripture to read, and then'. "" - . "
- . -" - : : " " may.be varied to suil and frbm make offhand comments. " .... ' "

" " " PRAYER SERVICE - "" ' "" rimeto time. . • The expository m_thodis on-" ' " " " .Starting on time--the exact doubte'dly best. Not too rambling' .,
' " . . . . '. • minute--have a lively song ser- and disconnected and general, . .

" AND.PROFITABLE TheylPOPULAR , : vice, Ask someone who is cap-', butcareful analytical explanation. . - able to lead it. Probably different of .the Scripiures.. The people eve to
ones at different times, want to :know the Bible. It is the , come' when they,, : •.. .,'.. • . .... " Use bright hymns and songs, " most interesting Book. in the

" • _ by C. ;/::.Cornell song's of Christian experience.- world, and'the one Book least find comfort,• "- " : " Don't just sing and sing for all known and little understood "
'- " Make its truths live. and the peo- strength and"- _' " " . - . ,.. yeu.e.worth, use a little .sane

• " ' " " " ." comment on the verses and have pie will hang on your Word_ We 9
hip

When'wewritethattitle,we ;at However.there are certain"well- i ahand.Storysuited--prepared,before-ishaVetostudyf°udthethatB b,eahyg°°dbooksP'an ni good fellows. .
"" once lay ourselves opento criti- defined principles that are easily . _ , Then call on the people,for the midweek serwce. Take,a . .• " i

• cism. But we hope. the reader:, r(_cognized and of these we want scripture verses ano. testimonies chapter (don't try to read it all in
will not be too hasty in.his criti- to write in a few brief sentences.,. . .-_gr.ovHng out of the hymns. . the meeting) and point out the

' cism: The "proof is _n the _ud: - First of all. there Is,the matter ' " :Take. 20 minutes for this open-, great truths...doctrines: and.vi- • . .
There should be dJng," .you _:now, is the thing, of announcem@nt. Just a state- ingpart, sions that are there. Take a single ....

" " Other pastors have tried this plan ment that "we wll! have a prayer Then f" there is ."the King's text and open it up and let the . . , .
good fellowship that we are about to suggest and meeting" will not do. Thatis a business" to be done. have it "light shine on it andthrougn it:. . . ..:.: .:

will make the they find that it works, fact. We are to have a prayer prepa_'ed beforehand, and do it Ask "What -does this Dhrase .. To have 25 percent of the • meeting, but we are to have more - " promptly, mean?_'."Of whorn is the writer . • .

that sou or two laymembers foi" prayer. " connectwith this one•'can ar_y.oftired I rejoice, membership of tnechurch in the than that. The. best, most attrac- Another song. then.callonone sl_eaktng?"* "Other great texts
-weeknight worship service corn-, tiveannouncement pos'slble Then sing again, and after that you glve me one?" - " "" * ' •" '"
monly called the _)rayer meeting shobld be given the midweek ser .......
is just a little unusual in this age vice. "Tills meeting should be so ask all to stand and request a Close on time. Even'if you are
of many attractions wl_ich court- planned thatall will be Interested. number of very brief ,prayers. not through with your speech. . .

'- : . -. _ .. teract the appeal of the church. The young people, let .them have . Thb_/ will not be so long if the The people" will come again tor
• - - • - Yet even a higher percentage has a ,part, The matdre saints will people are standing. Make them more, if you interestthem; Insist -

• been" .experienced. To interest usually get their.share of It. But -_gather around some subject, or on everyone.shaking hands with
and hold the young people bf;the the "rank and. file", of the mere- Interest, or Jncldent;and group, everyone. Beyourselfanexample " " ' ' : • ."

I'. •f church .in prayer meeting is a bership should be brought Into or Individual who is sick or in greeting everybody preserlt "
.... thing tO be greatly desired, and active participation. The 'an- needy, personally. Don't stand off in one. -:

• " ' ... .that is quite within the possibility nouncement may Indicate this Thiswill take another 20 min- corner-and talk to one person. -' " .."

.. ;.. of the average church, and Darticularize. mentioning " utes most likely, Watch the time, And you will find that you clo not . • .-: '_' . . : ,, " that It does not slip away from need to have church parties, su_-
No cut-and-dried program will names perhaps, and sornethi0g you. " - pers, get-togethers" to bring the

work. No plan.handed down will of the program - _ Then the pastor's message, people out. to prayer meeting. . -.. , .. , ." ..., . ,.... - suit. Nomethod employed bY one Then there Is the element of " " and close with the pastor's They love to come when they find . .
' " " ' • pastor who is succesful will tlme. The ser,_ice should be brlef, prayer, saving the.message;and help,.con_fort, strength, cheer. - . . .

guarantee succe.ss for every oth- One hour is a good measure.. In the prayer as the closing tj_0ught andgood fellowship .... "

• .; . . . . .. . er: Maybe no other could use it. hot weather,'less. Keep faith with of the meeting. --Jun'e 29, 1929

- . • 27"
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To ask what is the theological basis for a particu- even Indulged in a touch Of marital counseling.
ar program or technique is considered irrelevant. Stephen's sermon is a good case in point. He be-

THEOLOGY . . Never'theless every practice in the life of the church came sidetracked n a long, involved, ponderous
does in fact proceed from some primary philosoph- theological interpretation of Jewish history which so
cal or theoto.gical position, Whether it ts immediately turned .off' his audience that they stoned him before

- - . " " " " apparent or not. And the theology absorbed sub- he could properly present the gc)spel. Not surpris-
.. - "llminally, when our"attention is focused elsewhere, ingly, the altars were barren that morning, except

:' ' is all themore potent !n that it bypasses conscious for a,_certain young citizen of Tarsus who happened
awareness, to be in'attendan'ce.

In deference' to those who applaud our emerging Third, theology Is divisive. It asks questions ex-

CARES ABQUT "trans'the°l°gioal" generati°n' let us candidly c°n" tions assumptions,amines the grounds for faith, inserts doubts,queS-challenges.popularWHO ' 1 " " " -- .sider the Case against theology "(or at east, in beliefs•• - - ._. , ma_ktng too much dut of theology), furrows the brow, raises the eyebrow, causes qs to

. " :. - " "" .... :First, theology Is unprofitable in preaching."Not hesitate, forces us to think. Horror of horrors,
" " " " " " doctrine, but the Word" is,the trumpet call heard theology may even cause bad blood between broth-

THEOLOCY ,ANYMORE?'. " ' ' '-• - '.,,,' th;'0ughout the land. One hbmiletics professor of an ers and lead to outright division,.. .
• evangelical seminary boasts of the fact that he - . "

" . . . " " " teaches only one.methoe of preaching: biblical
. ." _- . exp0sition. A leading super-church pastor _:riss- " ' ""'

• . crossesthe land telling breat.hlessly wait'ing pastors Shame on you, James
• , .. - . .. to "preach it hotand kee_) it.simple" (after all.

- By C. S. Cow es, ,, - ._
" ,... . . . - : .. everybody khows that laymen are stupid).. As one Arminius, for scuttling one

" college girl said to me recently, "Our p_stor is.so
. " - : . " ........ neat: he doesn't preach all of that theological jazz-- of the most beautiful,

" Professor of Religion at Northwest Nazarene College . . -. , . . " '" " ,.he•just opens the Word." "

. . "" ' ' . . • And so everybody is preaching the"Word": Naza- coherent theological
" . renes, Baptists, consf}rvative Methodists and Pres- ' ry• - ., . " byterians, Missouri'Synod Lutherans charismatic .,systems in the histo of

• " U . . "Personally, I rely. on Jesus." she says. " Roman .Catholics, "snake handlers, gospel i;adio ChI" he trouble with preachers, volunteered the s - .lions. the urch
/ oerintendent of'schoolssitting next to me, "Is "But who knows, maybe God was.In Buddha- - • ... barkers, Jehovah's Witnesses• Klu Klux Klanners •and bomb-planting fish
that they preach toc much theology. They.ought to iust like he was in Jesus.': Mormon missionaries,
be more practical--get it down to where,welive." . It is not surprising then to hear her say, "1 belii3ve " . . . • Protestants,

Many would agree. "Holiness is more than a dec- that Jesu"s was'just a man .... And I believe that " Second, theology Is unproductive in evangelism. . '
• trine/' declared an ecclesiastical leader recently. .through the Holy Spirit, God cain be in me JUStas he -. One of the •first laws of soul winning is to avoic_ Shame on you, Paul. for settirtg Gentile believer

"It is a life to be lived," Theimplication is that dec- was in Jesus" {emphasis added), any kind of doctrinal or theological discussion, over against Jewish Christian by insisting upon
trine is divorcee from life. In short order she dismisses the historic gains of "'Doctrine divides, but Christ unites" is the-" oft- j ustificatidn by faith alone and apart from the works
• Ruth Carter Stapleton's spiritual mentor. Norman the Protestant Reformation, undermines the very quoted slogan; If a theological question should, of the law. Why quibble and run.the risk of shatter-
Elliott, says she believes she is.effe(_tive precisely basis of Christian missions, and undercuts every iqadvertentlyslipintotheconversation, the personal Ing the infant Church over such a_ nsignificant
because"she doesn't carryaround.a 2,000-year-old definition of orthodox Christian faith throughout evangelist is trained tO say, "That is a good gues- theological distinction?
_ag of doctrines" (Newsweek, July _17,1978, p. 66). 2.000 years of church history. But who cares? tion, but why don't _ve hold it for tne moment and Shame on ,you, Luther, for .splitting the great
She is representative of a widespread movement,in Hardly anybody on the contemporary church.land- come back to'it later" (knbwing they will have long united UrTIversal Roman Church right down the
popular evangelical Christianity which if it does not scape, forgotten their question by the time we get through middle by posting a provocative list of 95 questions
disclaim .theol0gy altogetherl reduces t to a bland, It is r_ot my intention to cast undue aspersions .• .l the gospel plan). - • (theses) for. theological discussion on the .Witten-
innocuous, simplistic potpourri of bibllcisms, psy- upon this isolated example. Nevertheless. she is. Q(Jestions like "if God realty loves me•and hasa berg church door. .

chologisms, common sense practicisms, mixed representative- of "a wholesale carelessness that . . " t wonderful• plan for my t t#,why did he let my five- . Shame on you, James Arminius, for scuttling one
together with a generous amou r)t of self-help posi- characterizes our generation when it c_omesto clear year:old son die of leukemia last month?"_c_ues- of the beautifully constructed and logically coherent
tlvism., and definitive' theological ir_teg.rity. Even holine;ss [ tlons like that real y'gum up the evangelistic works, theological systems in the history of the church.

Liberated from the demanding rigors and careful pastors.run to and fro across the land sitting at the anti must be avoided at all c()sts, We have sub- Why question the immense comfort Drought to the
articulation associated With disciplined theological feet of esoteric teachers learning how to grow scribed ful y tO the notion that doctrinal discussions . saints by John Calvin's doctrine of God's uncon-
Work, She can happily blend historic'Christian truth churches, desigr_ evangelistic programs, discover change few minds, and theology wins few converts., ditional and unlimited sovereignty? Why disturb
with almost anything, as this paragraph in a recent biblical principles, for living, learn the secrets of ..It Is a mystery why neither Jesus nor the apostles believers' security, by injecting the unnerving bibl cal-

. Newswee k article indicates: time management, become a total w'oman, discbver sqemed to hit on the simple and slick salvation principle of free moral choice ane human respOnsi-" bility?
She says she feels most.at•home.these days how biorhythms can affect church attendance, and formulas that are in su(_h abundant display in our

In the Roman Catholic Church--;oarfiy because on.and on. And.this can be gooc_ We.are 5art of generation. Jesus started well with Nicodemus Shame-on you, John Wesley,.Phineas Bresee,
nanny half her workshops are given to nuns and the greater body of Ghrtst, and we ought to be when he suggested that he needed to be bo'rn and 8,,great host of other "holiness types," for rais-
othai" Catholic women. As a result, Ruth fro- humble enough to be taught by those I_eyond the again. BUt after that the'discussmn meanders all ing the impossibly high standarC of freedom from.
quently substitutes the Virgin Mary for.Jesus in borders of our own denomination., over the place, and never does come to a satisfac- sin ano life in the Spirit, Would it not have been
her•guided meditations. "Protestants.would be What is distressing. Is•that rarely, If ever, s the t0rydecision-produclng co'nclusion..Before Jesus better, to let the :good Christian folk drift along
surprised at the large number of miracle cases -theological question addressed. It makes little dlf- got to the heart 'of the gospel with the woman at believing that they were helplessly and hopelessly
I've had with pac)pla who couldn't relate to any- terence what happens to be the particular "thee- the well, he talked about something so mundane as sinners until the day they died? That way.they"
one but Mary," she reports, Similarly, she some-

l times finds that non-Christians can'gain inner .logical stance of the _)erson or group to whom we water, something so philosophical as the Inner thirst could cling to s magical concept of the Atonement
healing by Imagining good people other than submit our minds and hearts, just as long as they that haunts the human spirit, something so theologi- in which God's grace Is Imputed to them without

•Jesus helping thorn overcome negative emo- -can produce the goods, cal as the proper place and mode of worshtl_, and . radically disturbing their particular life-styles. Just
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look at the splits and trauma that you initiated in,the .It appeared to be the widest end most travelled
body of Christ by your devotion to your funny little fork. Furthermore; we saw two other hikers already . MISSIONS
doctrine of entire sanctification. , some distance u p thetrail. Confidently we set out. r, . .

Allow me to comestraight to the point: there is Soon our wide trail narrowed, and then dis- :-
.noway in ihe world that we.can speak of. God appeared •altogether. After clawing and" bushwack- e peopl P
without involving t'l_eology (theos = God, loges = ing up a' steep slope for the better part of an hour Mor e,today areunreached bythe gos el than
word, reason, principle of rationality, coherent ex- --hoping to find the trail again, we finally, found . . . " when Paulbegan his •missionary.journeys.
pression). " ourselves blocked in at the base of a box canyon

The only choice before us is whether our theology ' with unscalable perpendicular granite.walls. By this
is a subjective, feeling-based, mushy-brained time we h'ad pau ht up with the hikers who,were
hodgepodge that shifts with the besf_-selling reli: ahead of us. Grudg ngly, we admitted that we'had

gious books or gifted speakers we hear. orwhether been given a false steer, and carefu,ly began to pick :' " :" :'lEAVE MY W0RB "A[01E!-- _"----'--'-it is the objective, biblically based, historically in- our way back down the slope. - - ." . .-.
formed, Christ-centered truth hammered out on the My friend, J_m, st tabled art_ rolled end-over-end
anvils of historic church councils by Christianity's down the hill over jagged granite slabs: I raced to " - _.". : ..
ablest and rnost devout thinkers to which His Spirit his side. Incredibly, he escaped with only minor
bearing Witness with our soirit says, "Yea and cuts and _3ruises,..After patching htm up, I went
AmenF" through the hur_iliating procedure of. digging the " _ by Howard Culbertson "

Let us briefly outline the case for seriously pur- map put of my p_cket, Sureenough, we were going . ' "" " " " .."
sued thee ogical s_udy, discuss!on, preaching, and in exactly the opposite direct!on of Evolution Valley. . .. : , ... -_.
teachir]g. Even if we had rock "climbing gear to scale those . ... . .

- • . towering cliffs, there was .no:way in a thousand " " " " "
First, theology deals with absolutes. Genesis 1:1 yearsthat we could ever have gotten to ou_'.destina- , " " • " " "

offers us a panoramic sweep of theol(_gy's land- tion going inthat direction: am s missionary, a.missionary for the Chui'ch of with and minister to people whose culture and per- •
scape: There. s'awaywh_phseemsrlghttoaman, says the-Nazarene in Italy.,And I am proud (sai_cti- haps ev(_n language may be radically different

a.J "In the be_inning"_There is nothing prior to "butits.end is•theway of death"..(Proverbs "
the seer. 'fled proud)ofmy title, "missionary. '_ from their own..Just as not every Christian is athat. . ' 14:12. RSV.)* All roads do not_lead, to the same • _. "

b) "God"--There is no word greater, deeper, place. • - Some of you, however,keep messing aroundwith pastor Or an evangelist or even a teacher so not
• more profoundly vast than that. As, Aristotle pointed OUt, there ape an infinite - . ? ' - my word?And that bothers me. Not just for'my own every Christian is a mlssioharyl No adepLJate enaly-

c) "Created"--There is nothing more original number of ways of missing the target, but only one. " " Sake, but also for what we might be. doing to the si's of thefuncti(_nlng of the Body of Christ will allow_
than that. way to hit t T_ere are many ways to be wrong, bLlt. " .... " wor'!dwlde mission of the chul:cll. • for that broad a definition for missiona'ry. Using the

.d) "The heavens"--Tllere is nothing higher than only one.way to be right. "Missionary" is a word that hasbeen used to label somewhat exotic label of missionary to motivate
that. - All Christian theology, stands or falls u pen. the Christians to be effective witnesses is a mistake.

e) ,,p,n_ the esrth"--There is nothing more con- truth that is revealed in the person and work of -a specific calling and gift in'the Body of Christ, It All of this is not to say we -don't need more
crete than that. An_ all of this is but the beginning " does 'not mean just Isolated or difficult Or even far missionaries. We do. Lots of them. Our own Naza-
(and the telos, the end-goal, objective) of theology's Jesus who sai(J "1 am the way; and the teuth, andthe life: "no On'e comes to the Father. but .by me" away. Rather, "missionary" has to do with cross-• " rene missionary force needs to be drastically

' V cultural evangelism..It has to do with pioneer churchproper province. (John 14.6, 88. ). If Jesus is uniquely, fully, and .

Second, theology deals with ultimates. It speaks finally the Son bf God, then the perennial ane corn- " " p!anttng in. those 17,000 cultures on our planet increased beyond the size where.it has leveled off
of God, meaning purpose, and human destiny. All pelling task of.theology is to measure everything in which remain virtually "without churches among to for the last few years.- - the realm" of human experience against that stan- them. " : While modern missions have had astounding suc-
other human concerns are second-rate. They are
bounded by time and limited, to man's brief sojourn dard Of revealqd truthl Of "late, an increasing number of people, who cess, there are still •huge grqups of peopl e withoutthegospel of Christ. Astoundingly, more people to- .

The closer I get'.to people• the more impressed really ought to know better: have been trying to • •
on the,f.ace of the earth. Only theology cares to am I by the earnestness of their'e.uest for truth,, transfer some of the magined _'romance" of mis- day are unreached by the gospel than When Paul
break I_eyond the borders of time and speak con- They.are hungry for.something more than pious ....... -
fident y. of eternity, and man's place in it. As such, stonarytothe pastorate or to 0ther typesof ministry, began hs m ssionary jour.neys. .• platitudes and simplistic slogans• They are asking Most of these people will never be touched by
theology/, speaks to man's deeoest spiritual needs hard questions" about complex issues, and they And ttlat attempted transfer does bother me. the evangelistic efforts of local churches. You _see.
and answers to hts most corn pelling personal quest
--the created Ibnging for a supernatural fellowship want to be taken" seriously as mature seekers after " Undoubtedly, the word missionary has been too the truth is: even if every Christian in: the world

the deep things o! God. I am finding them to be" . "glorified 'in the past. And .some pastors and other were to win his neighbor to Christ, there would still
and the desire for.eternal life• _ patlentwhen (ogether we confronl those mysteries • people ministering in really difficult situationshave be over 2 billion non-Christians left. •These 2 billion

Thlrd,:theology deals with truth. Almost anything beyond which the human understanding cannot go. received less .than their due. But let's not dilute peopleare hidden 'behind the closed doors of cul-
ls more tolerable than to kno_., that you have been • Nevertheless they are restless to learn and grasp all dowr_ and ruin "a good word In our attempts just to ture'where only Holy Spirlt-called-and-gifted mis-
deceived; or more od ous stll that you.ha_'e de_ they can about.'the profound implications of re- even,up the"glory." sionanes -using misslona_'y methods can reach
ceived yourself. All men are born with a deep- vealed truth• Andmost of all, our people.want to
seated, endur ngly compelling, unrelenting desire to work through the faith gwen tO them-by the fathers I've also Ileard the word missionary applied to them, That,s over half the world who may never.
know the truth. Anyamount of pure motives, good until it is their faith, the/r cony ct on, their confi- every Christian. And I must confess that•as a college experience the hope of th e gospel.
intentions, or optimistic wishfulness cannot take the dence. They' want to say with Luther, "Here I stand. • student I eyen preached some•sermons on that very So you leave'my Word alone. Missionary is a valid.
place of that truth which is basedon fact, grounded " so help me Godl" theme. But that's wrong. Not every Christian is in- specific calling in the church," not a com. men urn-

' in reality, and tested by time. Alexander Solzhenitsyn concludes his Nobel prize vofved In cross-cultural evangelism or in ploneer brella term for all Christians. The missionary con-
While backpacking one recent summer,-we set -lecture with these words: "The simple step of a church planting. According to Acts 1:8, every Chris- 'cept fs the church's way of insuring that we're

out on the John Muir Tral heading for•Evolution simple courageous man is not to partake in false- tlan is( or should be a witness. But not necessarily concerned not only.about our neighbors--but also
Valley. After crossing a stream we came to a.junc- hood•'.. One work of truth shall outweigh the a missionary, about those 2 billion.people locked behind comp!ex
ture n the trail, Not being.sure _vhich one led to the whole world."" Most believers just wouldn't function well in .a cultural barriers, people among whom churches
valley, we asked a couple of scruffy mountain men 'FromtheRevisedStandard_e_siono'11heBible.c_pyf_gbted1946. missionary situation which would force them to live must still be planted_
resting near the junction. They pointed to the right. _952.,_9_. _973.'u_ b_=e,=_ss,on
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SEEN&HOTED ". if&_

" a• " " ' " "' "A his private property"O clear conscience! How a little failing does wound man's ignorance _s . .
thee sore!" and as precious in his own eyes as his family Bible."

--Dante --Oliver Wendell Holmes

"God never leaves off making; as it is the property "That men is admired above all men, Who is not " " : • "
of fire to burn and of snow to chill, so I,t is of God influenced by money." Compiled byJames G. Wilcox. •
to create." ---'Cicero _ Department of Educationand the Ministry

--Philo • " ' ". I , JJ

" - . "Theology forgets that the wind of the •Spirit blows
"The fact that the" name of Jesus is invoked' does where it wills... But theology now supposesit can

not mean that.a pl:a_/er really is in the name of deal with the Spirit as though it had hired Him or " What about the Hidweek Praye Heeti 9?Jesus• But it means I must pray in such a manner ,e_,en attained possession of Elim ... as the premise
that I dare name Jesus in my prayer, that is to say, of its own declarations... [Such] a theology., can . " 1 " ' •. ]r I1
think of Him. think His holy will together with what r only be unspiritual Only where the Spirit is ,_ " -t:_-._,-,.... , _,._"_ ,._ .... .

sighed, cried and prayed for does He become pres-. _'_ ' _:T :"
am praying.': --Soren Kierkegaard ent and newly active.'" - - _ • " In the -past, most of us |lave ' have _ tendency to think, hut not,to act_'Wehave a.ten.

" " "--Karl Barth just naturally assurned t_al |he dency Io feel•but hot Io act If we go on thinking arid
"As I.,write this a madman is howling in the next - - • " " institutionof ti_emidweekpra.yer [eelipgwithout acting,wesoon areunableto act."
room. And I am howling with him inside of me, _:\: o meeting was here to slay. But, The fact that there are churcheswith vital, powedul.
howling,f0r my lost integrity, sundered from God, "Anger deprives a sage of his wisdom and a proph- _ _ --.-"- . .-, today some ale beginnm(J Io ahd well.attendedprayer-meetiogsmakesme believe thai

" " " , :, " ",; " " wonder, it is not presumptuous lO expect'the midweek prayerMen and myself, shattered in body, mind,and spirit, el of his vision.' ...... " - ,,_ : Recehlly.one pastor,m s!seak- meellng Io flourish even_vhere.,We _nust admit that

yearn,ng for two ,,asped hands to usher in the -_-The TalmLl'd ,_ _

" ' " " " 1_. " ":_"; ing about hisow_ church,bluntly many have slopped attending. Olhers continue oul of a
great miracle--the unity of my being." I, , ,1.'_ _"" """

--George'MacDonald "The New Testament, given a'fair hear ng. does not ,,, _ _?.!:"_,,'i;_i:._ admitted, "The midweek prayer senseo| duty Or of gui]l Yet we all gibe-fullqndorsementneed me or anyone else to defend it. It has the, . .,,-::i.,,_,_.,a meeting does nol seem impor totheva[ue_thak'd]uenc_.andth_pow.zrofSpirit-i}lessed
tan1 to the people," Another pastor in a large metro.- arid Spirit.0nointed prayer•

• proper ring for anyone who'has not lost his ear for : " " " politall ared said.."eel ¢)f the ti_ree weekly worship What ls the key tosuccessfuLoynamic prayer meefings_)
truth." ,,:,'.'_',,'•. experiences n OUl church l havd found.that the" mid ]s it programs? Is it special talent?What can bedone toIf there is no God: and everything is permitted. " --J. B, Philli ps " -

the first thlng permitted is despair." weektainedservlCemomenlum.,,Isthe most difficull to maintain, i'n.a sus- and,lurnSpiril:anoinledSagglngatlendance'andlimesof.breaklhrough?listlessmeetings,into vibrant.
i Sucl. things as"the increashlg tempo of modern life. The answersthat will attempt to give you are Dot

--Francois Maurlac "Religion is the lifeblood of the•lull sell. the deepest t the dislances people live from lhe churci_,and the wear mine. They come from a number of successfulpastors
necessity, the most imperious'hunger of man." and lear of businessand professionallife upon our people who are grappling with Ibis and many other" problems

"There are two kinds of people--those:who bring . ." -.-e-,Thomas R. Kelley , combine .Io make the midweek prayer,meeting more of pastol:al,work - -• " ' di|ficuh.to,maintain " One pastor frankly admitted. "The pastor is.the key. As
gills tO God in order to secure His .bleSsing, and Everybodyisin favor of the prayer meezlng,In speaking pastor, lmust be 'renewed'and preparedas the "vessel.'"
thbse who'adore Him because they ere ali'eady "Lord. I do fear- Thou'st made the world too beautiful this year. of the prayermeeting, onec|mrchman said. "The prayer Here's a good starting.place=-thJpastor.•His burden, his
secure In His blessing." meeting Lss indispeisah]eIo the life of tile church." concern, h'is preparation, and li_(-"senseof the impor-'

• _Ka_:l Olsson My soul is all but outof me..." . " . Pastors make commenls like tilese: "The midweek lance he attaches lo'this meeling make the difference!
, --Edna St, Vincent Millay prayer meelmg is stillthe key,servEsm a Christ-centered. ]| the prayer meetingis important to him. tile people'are

"Brown bread and the gospel is good fare.'" . soul.winning church." "MY pra_r "mizelingcrowd is still more likely lO respondand attend with e.xp_clancy .
"Every prayer reduces itself to this: 'Great God,, the backbone .of my chureh."."As the praynr meeling Some years ago, I knew a pastor in a medium.sized

--Matthew Henry grant that twice two be not four.'" • goes, so goes the rest of ihe'church/' "We feel that the church who became excited about_prayei: meeting at-
" " r " " --ivan Turgefilev prayer meeting il'_the |ire'of the churcl_is its lifeblood," tend,_nc_J,He challenged his peolSfeto have 100 people

"We premise'according to our hopes, and perform • One would like to believe that anything so imporlant ' in prayer resoling for slx weeks.His emphasls generated." " " wou[c_continue to lhfive and prosperon llSown momen- enthusiasm..Anofficial count wa,_taken each Wednesday .
according to our fears.". - " "The proud hate pride--in others." . turn. But suc|l is not the case."Lika ave_ olJ_er_vorthy evening. [t produced resultswhich bane|ileal the whole

" " ,---La Bochefoudauld --Behjarhin Franklin cause in the church it requires action, dis(:ipline,and church. . .
- " • perseverance Io maintaill a vital and dynamic midweek But tl:_ere'smore to prayer meetin_]stilan the number

",The devil did grin..for, his darling sin "Over-daring Is as great a vice as over-fearing." prayermeeting, who attend The Bible and the p,ages o| history are
IS pride.that e yes humility. '_ --Ben Jonson Perhapswe need•to i_ear C S. Lewis's words. "We " studded with the victories.wroughtby the "two or thre_"--Coleridge .

"Toshow an unfelt sorrow is an office which the "Sweet is the remembrance of troubles when you
false man does easy." are In safety."

--Shakespeare --Euripides
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who are gatheri_d in His name as well as the individual nei]ds, and by that l mean we have peol]Le come forward
who was wfl ing to stand n the gap.- . representing those needs."

Here's i/ disc()very m_de by one pastor. ".It' d_/wned 2. "We IE/ to vary the: program. Right now We are
on me several yearsago that among the other necessan) goin_ through the book of James. verse by verse. After
ingredients of a prayer meeting ought to be preyer," ardving in a church. I take a year 1ogo through my biblical •
This "brilliant" deduction has brougnt some amazing theology notes_ I give all the _dults a syllabus aod take
answers to prayer. Another pastor, expressed the yearn!ng ' about a year to go through this, trying to.put it down on
°fhishearL'iWeneedm°re'°Id'fashi°ned's0ultra_'ail" ' the 'bbttom shelf _ to make sure they know thebasic

. t4 _ SSamtiel Chadwick is quoted as saying Satan s 9reate Christian beliefs. Laymen tell me they appreciate some-
mm is to destroy our prayer lives. Satan is not afraid O! thing more than the usual 'peptalk' and riced i0 gel The editorial chair is supported bvtl_ wise counsel of a rotating editorial advisory

- pfayerless study, prayerless work. or prayerless religion..., their teelh into something solid. Once in a while, I give hoard. Each%sue of the new Preacher's Magazine will accent a theme. An advisony hoard of people
but hewill tremble when we pray." . a short oral quiz on my sermons from the proteus Sunday "v,nth expertise on the subject is recruited to tell the editorial staff what needs to be said about the

To help h s p,eop e get under the burden of t_e, heart- m an at!erupt to put the sermon m mteralls. (What was theme. Serving without pay, the editorial board pictured below helped us put together this issue on Reviving
felt. corporate prayer, one pastor pi_dodically brings his the topic text, main points, etc.?)" the ,°roger Meeting. A riotous burst of applause is due these gentlemen.
people around the altar ofthe church for united, con-
c'erted'prayer. . " 3. "The prayer ineei]ng must" have four essential . • . ,

"Prayer is Work.' sold a noted writer on the subjeel elements: . , ' . The theme we are planning for our next issue of Preacher's Mag_.ine is WORSHIP.

of prayer W h a , he'"pr_jrams" ?special features," "'a.. Bible Stud_ musl l_e made alive by involving
" and outside' talent to which the average church is ex those who are preseht. Questiolns should be " . " "

posed__we could very easily lose the reality of genuine asked and dfscussion should be, encouraged. "
intercession. No congregation can long eyastas a vibrant The Scrimure must be made relevant and :
bli_ssecL,and victorious body without frequent • times of practical to modern living.
intercession when the people are "in one accord"and in "b Sufficient time should be given to the sharing
unity as the early Christians were in.the Book of Acts. o| blessings and victories. People should be

As churches grow in size. many pas:tors feel that' it encouraged t6 k'now that others need to share
becomes more mpraci cal to have all age-groups meeting and rejoice In their _nctOdes.'Sharing should
together, Some are successfuny following the practice also include burdens and needs which will :
of having one meeting, fat all, _[ge-groups and they have generate a spirit of caring and helpfulness
some very good reasbnsto support his practice, Many• "c The third element is that of, preyer. Someone
churches who conduct separate age-_oup prayer meet-
ings will come together at scheduled intensals. In addition has said. 'the real church Is the prayer meeting,'
o the "requ ar" prayermeeting many Of our churches [tis essential that the people of the church .- . . ....,._# ., - .-- ....... • • . , , :-_'" pray logeff_er. This was me Jcommon praqtice . . :.-" . ; " "

are pro_dlng.specal _ng s of prayer among various ---of the'Early Church The more individuals ,
•._groups of the church so that there is a constant "'incense.. who can actually pray-even a sernence praper-e '"r

petition to God" adsing from that congregation, . the more n_eaningful the service can be. Somd- "_'
I have been impressed by lhe number of pastors who . times the group can be divided Lnto several "

ingist that a successful prayer meet ng must have "a . -
good in-depth message from God s Word. The peep e smaller groups to facililate more participation . ._ .. ..-

in prayer.'_ ";- • "_ . , ""'need and want to be fed." Another said,."We stay,close

,,:.-, to the Word and as we dothls the sen.,ice _lives':as 'd. The lounh ele'ment is thal of .prbise. Songs ...... -. _..-"_-,,r'..._.
we get away from scriptural exposition, it begins to sag -- and choruses sung should be lifting and full * "_"

• ,' " of-praise to God. Time shouid be taken to ..... ""¢:almost immedlately• . . ._

One p,_stor looks at the p_hyer meeting as an "oppor-. share, the wbi'ds and make the singing a mean.
ing_ul experience and expression o{ praise and ,. '_,

tumly. He says it is: worship." . :...:.,,:._.
. ,an opportunity to look deeply into the Word:

" What aboul the midweek prayer meeung in "pour
. .an opportumly _o share b'urdens--with each other " church? Is ii alive and'well? II can be-with your planning

and the Lord: and. concern plus the enabling .power and presence

..a0 opportunlty to" share blessings thai God has of the Holy Spirit.
bestowed. Here is lhe parling thought of one easter who carries

Here are a few suggestions recommended by pastors a genuine burden for the welfare.of our church. '*I do
who are providing varlet}/ and content in theii" prayer hope our Nazarenes will .not forget the lessons fromhistory. One of the firs! services that the MethOdist church
meetir_g program. • left Off was the midweek prayer meeting•"

] "In the year 1979_ as apas or's program, I am high:
lighting 'total Commitment and the Prayer [Life-of the " -Genera SupenntendentOeorgeCoulter
Church'-home and individual, [n our Wednesday night
program we are having much more prayer and about
a 12-minute sermonette with an outline. This is pretty

well preached-rather than a tow-key discussion. Also,
we use the altar very heavily (o[ prayer about special
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... Commilted to the
Lord;s-work, ...........
... Your Church cares
about your retirement,
... But what about a
relirement home?

\

• • • A pastor ar age 40 _ " "

whos;_ churchdeposi_ _ " " "" " ' " as little as " $:100 - " " '_

. ": _ monthly could reason- : , ..
ably expect at age 65 :, , ". "

$50.000 for a retire- • _ ." . " -

rnent i_come o`f $450" . .

" -_ ........... . -"': \ monthly plus "Basic '• / ....... .
"Pension .and Social / " " "- J " : - "\ Security." /

s,

Through the DEPARTMENT OF PENSIONS AND.BENEVOLENCE, : , . • . :
a special Supplemental Retirement Program.makes it possible

.. • to set. np..a Housing EqUity Fund_' This tax-sheltered program is
. explainled in a new information release: "Housing for Your Pastor:. " .

Parsonage or Housing AlloWance." This information can help you
decide'how to plan for your retirement.years now. Shard it with: "
your'Church Board. YOU ore our concern." ' • - '_

Your Department of Pensions,
Dean,wessels; Executive Director

-" 6401 The I_seb -.

; _*A _;ali_iy_0i-_hansareav_l_b]_an_lhls_llustraic$0aly
- _, ! iLlbecempzny'lpresentslzleofd_dends.
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,, • . .•. .., CHILDREN'S MINISTRIES
' t /, ' .

_ Children's Workers: For the best, mast appealing,
Dble-centered .children s program, in your community..

Take a look-into

NEW Cbfi_t:m::,a_,,,,, Total.
Chfldren.,s_Mmlstries

" i i " kF'I'I__L_ "" _ h --

' quarlers_September/October/Novemi:_,1_979,through

i I JUne/july/August. 1980. A bt'ight yellow 3-ring, loose-leaf plastic

binder identified with the Kaleidoscope logo_ Includes 2'1 co|or
dMders.

• • S.7980 . .-......................... ................. _:_._o

KALEIDOSCOPE PACKET for September/October/November, 1979
" (S-7980-!) .............................. ;.;.,:0,;.,o,°,.,.$7;9,<5,

Materials for the. new m n stry of teaching toddlers available NOW!
PREPARED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREWS MINISTRIES

• - "Ha'rE: This replaces the orange binder used to insert rfidtedal received 6hisp_s_ year.

' • . An Excellent Way to Maintain a Permanent Reference Libra.of Valuable ideas for Your Children's Ministries.

Order EVERY QUARTER on your Church Literature-Supplies Order Blank
or direct from your

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE Post.Office Box'527.'Kansas City, Missouri 64_t41 32G
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NAZARENE WORLD MISSIONARY SOCIETY "" EDUCATION AND THEMINISTRY

' forMimstersls I

•,,. NOT
" -.EASIERAUST °

IwithEternal\_1 " :i ""'
,_ &"_gNe

R[ALLYgAN1/[ .....'
HAVETHIS-

.. .i

IIHOLITTHIS? '
W . ,

• : i "i .i

" i "

SELF-- I,_ i . " .- • ..' .:.:i .i, ' .,..[effersfrom " 2 69

... . ,.. :_ _ -.Sof • $.S
' " ! _ _ :" r" :" den[o; $'&ledu at rs

r F " " , D _ _" " " .:::i" ''_ k" ministeria c o
,.. " " • " ' . ,. , . . , \ J ' -::i, . " i •EditOrialexperhseofAF. Harper S*I

ourW,llingness...for JESUS.- I " ' : _. All of these hove helped Uspreporenew." examinations and study guides that challenge
-- ... candidatestowardcompetent mlnish_/.

. -' . -" . : - AvallablefTomyour ....

:32H . " . " " " NAZARENE PUBUSHING HOUSE
" "" _ ' postOfficeBox527,Kan_ Clty,Mlssour164141

• " : . " 321
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J -
,,, O O" " " "The church is not self, created', but almost literally

' yOu_ll_lRl$[_ ' picked up off the floorand piJttogether outofthe

broken scraps of humanity and made over iri
.... •Christ' their Lord• 'In Christ.' lost individuals find

out who they are in the Christian commun!ty.and
•_. J become true persons within the True Person.... -- A ,vof the / Theamo  .g. th,seme ,.gthatg, a.d i'

Frulit a  d-Gifts Of the Spirit // are not really different things at all but _o sides ofthe same.th ng. Gifts are none other than the

' ' w' e: dy // andeXpressi°nThree)°fthe fruit of the Spirit.." (Chapters Two.' 1980 E ,omlnatlon- id Stu /. • " -Dr.Mildre lBangslWynkoop
" ' N RVICE TRAINING / "

Pastors.MIl find tl_isb0ok_vil[helpthem understand theirown . CHF!ISTI/X SE . Theolog!anin Residence" . / NazareneTheological Seminary
m mstry jn new dimensions. Laymen will discover .new avenues " • - Z
through'which.theycan build Christ's kingdom. The following - - " - "
excerpts g eaned from the preliminary manuscript givea good ,.. :, :.: . "

,o,co,,ooo,,,o oo, >dl.Lt_r'i_"z "All of the gifts have a capacity for focpsing directly on the outreach
" ':, . . . , - " . _ . task •.Ofthe churcl_ in one way or another.. In a very•real sense, all

_is pelop d hed'oildn oly i -/_ '" _ "_-) Christians are c_llled out bftheworld to becomemembers of-the BodyIWi ii2.,_ , of Christ in order to besent back into the world as witnesses of the' ,a lie 1_an t eof the H Spiri .'. " " :"

. s .nota newthing with US..Now. when the. attention of the.. _/. " " I_ ._ _ gospelthatblock;'"PaUlcom.munlcationrUesout the (ChapterFive)USeof 'tongues'. .°r 'languages' m waysChristiar_ world is freshly focused on the [elat,ionship / " '- " -Dr.Paul Orjala ......
between spiritual gifts and church growth, we can be . // " Professor of Missions .•
contemporary by simply being what we ai:e .... A pOCver_ful _ Nazaiene Theological Seminary " "
dynamic comes into the life of a church when Spiritual.gifts " , .... "
are studied• A fantastic resurgence of energy occurs when- ., " " "
Christians dis_:over their own essential usefulness to the " " " " t_, _ .... " " -

Body 6J Christ." (Introduction and•Chapter Six) - , ' _ :_ :.......

. , ,_s. . k- .

-Dr. raymond.W. Hum _':' '_' ":' _" " " "
"There is no question in these discussions of the gifts of the

'ExecutiVe Director __. Spirit'but that the primary respqnsibility of the recipients of
' . '" .- _ • ' ... .Depar[ment6fHome Missiofls /

" 'those gifts is contribution to the Body.•. The unity, of the Body
: _ '_a_ _ of Christ comes from the effecti,)e operation and manifestation

" ': - " " " ' / __ of the Spirit. The diversity s noi denied. but it is caught u!0 in
"The Hol_ SI0irlt does hothing in the.church or the worldapart frdm the person and the higher.concept of the priority of the Body... In i;he highesl
work of Christ.. Whenever we speak of' the fruit of the Spirit or of the gifts of the and richest sense, the fellowship of the Bod_ of Christ is the.
Spirit. we ai:e talk ng about the Lordship of,Christ being demonstrated through the most powerful Unity available this side, of the.Second Coming."
ministry of the' H01y Spirit... The New Testament is absolutely "clearon this point (Chapter Four) , •

- the evidence of the Holy Spirit in .the life of the.believer is to produee the fruit of - -- Dr. Morris Weigeit
'Christ s life: Iioly love. (Chapter One) ...... Professor of.New Testament

--Dir. :Albert.Truesdale. Jr. " - Nazarene'The01ogical Seminary.
. Assistant ProfessOr of Philo:!ophy of Religion and ChristianEthics " " • "

.... . . Nazarene Theological Seminary " " " " " - . . :

- - " " " " For information dr1 how to order this unique study Of spiriiual fruit and.gifts from th_ Wesleyan
' " " " " fheolog_cal perspective, see the Christian Service Training (_avertisement on page 32P.

• " .. .. i ... " " ' • . .:....:. ..- . .'_ .. - " - .
• " " " ' " " " " " 32M

32L "
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MINISTERS TAPE CLUB • , ,'

,,,_ Remembertheevangelists wh_d re_ali"_,_'wces in your Chu_.,qh_his year by

_ _ .... sending $25.Ql_or. more _._sima_',,,_, _,gi_from. your chu_,_,_'_.,, (D_Jflng.,. the
. holidays ar _t_a,'_ther v_i_'h_n the,_/do not have servi_s, t.h_y 1},ave no

paycheck. V_age them uatl_h_ QI_'ERING OF LOVE'{% . ._p_,_,. -
I t  'll. .
z

. . . :

_{.a "- "_-

' _ .<_ _'_ ,_ -'_: _-_'.a"..... ' "

". TFieGeneral Board approved the following recommendations concerning benefits for

.I._ . _ . . commissioned and full-time•registered evangelists, recommending tb.at they be implemented
"/"_"_'_'*_P'%_ ___d_ '__k"_ 9_ ' in the local church and,/or district where the evangelist is a member?1. Pay.the.premium for hospitalization insurance for tl_eevangelist• " "

"I _._ ll_ "_'_ ._II_ __II!I_._ . _,_ _ 2: Provide assistance for emei'gency (short-term)salary continuance [when regular "--"schedule is interrupted by illness or accident).

I ii__ _I'_ _IFv _m'/ • " ' 3. Assist the evangelist in attending _District Assembly, General AssembLy,.and • '• _ other conferences, such as the Grass Roots Gatherings. where the evangelist
Over 1.800 pasior_ have now joined this MINISTERS TAPE CLUB. It's a stimulating opporlunity for is involved.
ministerial developm{ent. In the first 11 issues of MTC. ministerial helps have included counseling the
dying, preaching resources from Acts. comer:nporary theologians, staff development• guidance fr6m our " .: 4. Place-the name of the evangelist on the churchletterhead and/or bulletin
general superintendents, discussionson evangelism. Nazarenechurchhistory, preachingresources ... . ' as the :'Minister OfExtension;" serving the Lord as a full-time evangelist.
rrotn great passages, single adult ministry, and visits 'to Sunday mormng services at 11 of our churches..

If you have not yet become a part 0f this contemporary resource program, you will want " ': • DEPARTMENT OF EVANGELISM
to join fellow ministers and sign up right away. . . - 6401 The Paseo

Read about the current feature and fill out the handy order coupon in What's Clickin'-lhemonthly - KansasCity, MO 64131 :
minister's book club newsletter. WATS'800:821:2154

" _in IJ,S_except Alaska. Hawaii. & Missouril
• . NAZARENEPUBLISHING HOUSE • P.O,Bo×527Kan_asCdy,.MO_141

.... a2o
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• LIFE INCOME

The great power of the ltoly Spirit in the life of one totally surrendered to the _ . . . "

willofCodtsyeitobe[ullyunderstoodbymangChrtsttans. _i//i_1.

• " _ " " " '_,_"_'-':__-.", _ . '- Pastor--Do you knowpeople Whoneedassistanceinthisvlta
_,_.,-..........................................................................._.,.............................._ _ _Jl'._. ° , __ .. _ area? Havelthem write for help. They can benefit and .socan

-_ . . ' i '__._I "-'''_'_' - /

e" , . "' ": " __i_'_e/::"_:}_}}_'t yourchLJrOh,NmNBST Y
A Study of the Fruit ift of t_tand G s the Spirit . _ "

Better, . _ : pmnmng BnO W

COURSE: Unit 115.5a " "

i : more of it for tomorrow• Carefu,y researched from Iho viewpoints of the world's leading Bible teachers o_ spiritual _b_an save ,u e •

gills.

• Closely scrutinized by a symposium of Nazarene scholars In the field el Bible, theOlOgy, " ' " " " ': ' -

. • _ mlsslofogy, pracEcs. . - .. " . . "_
• Gives =1 pracllcal, easilyunderstbod treatment on a subject thai'should beef timely lnleresl l_e good your estate can do is too important tO "" "

p_ ,o.,,N...,e°es: ' - " ignore potential savingsoffered by good estate.144 pages "Paper $2,50

_ _ planning. Proper planning can help avoid unneces-
p_ StrategyManualfor FindingYourMinisxry " ,

_ A guide for those responsible for presenting this Study to Iho.local church. Teaching aids in- _ taxes later .... and even provide income tax
_,.d_gop,ooso,notes.,he,._,hoo,._nd,Ooverhead,,ensBareno,es.Comes,,.. err.°- deductiOns now..Thisfxee booklet could.help you
live half-inch, 3-ring vinyl binder for g½" x 11 '" page Inserts• -

I _ s.ego $,s.. make your estate work harder for you, your family,
,_ FindingYourMinistry and the Lord's work. Mail the coupon today.
.,.., . • New Full-colo't Film . - -

Expresses Ihe fulfillment experienced lilrough the discovery.and use Of the gifts of ministry. " i " :
AVAILABLE THROUGH YOUR DISTRICT DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN SERVICE TRAINING

• " Order by number FR-132. " " " " " "

• : ' _tK;@|suD]@¢lID ¢_l_ge pWtmuf_,ot/ce

COnlribulmg waters: @RAYMOND W. HURN

Fx_'t I_tH', l)lr,'clor, f)cparmxenl uf Ifom_' ,_lzs_um_

I.PAUL ORJALA 'I'r°f("'°r-°Z '_f"'"" GIVING

• ALBERT L. TRUESDAL'_ " PROGRAMS

A _si_tarlt-I ru/v_or o[f hH._o/ihy ./I{r'h[fl.n mid

,:l,.."' _. @MILDRED BANDS WYNKOOP

4.'_1 "rl.,.h.,_la. ul fh'Xld_'lu , ." [ ..

@MORRISA. WEIGELT " . LifeIne0m'eGilts& Bequesh ..

CHURCHOF rTH[ NAZARENE __
Do Your Planning ao¢l0tdeting NOW!NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE ,'" 6401ThePaseo

.......... " KansasCity,MO64131 Rev. Crew: " " ' .. • " " •
ORDERFORM REGISTRATIONFORM Attn:RobertW.Crew Please send me copies of '.'Batter"Estate Planning"

" In Canada'.Date ' ' " " -" ' " " ChurchofJheNazarene Pastor's.Name =-
/'lease_l'lld il(_tns as flxdiculed w/el4 . Dat(_ _ : . . . .

__ FINDINGYOURMINISTRY $2.50.... "ExecutiveBoard Address - - ............ _-

--__ STRATEGYMANUAL(5-595) $11.gs. COURSE:Unit115.5a)_Stuayst the Fruit andGifts of the Spirit. " " . " P.0: Box1946 " " Cit{__ •.....
TOTAL:=_=E==.. TEXT:FINDING YOUR MINISTRY St. N0rbertPostal'Station .:. • .... -

T " " " State ZIPSHIP O: " - Churc_name - ' . Winnipeg,_Maniloba,Can. -"

Ai:ldress . . . . . R3VIL4 BirthDale'__ _ Tel.
CHECKor MONEYORDEREnclosed$ "' ; ' ; . District ,
CHARGE(30-day).TO:[] Church_ SS1:3NYI (otherl Account Enrollmentestimate .... Beginningdale .....

Churcfilocation(city) Numbersessions _--_-
(state/provi.nce] Classto beheld[] NYI hour[3 Wednesdaynight __ Other
Churchname SendReportBlank,RegistratipnMaterialto: .

BILLTO:.... .. . " ......................... 32Q "

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE,PostOffice Box.527, KansasCity,M ssour 641.41 . " " " " " '
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FOR CLERGY COUPLES

, A Retreat and Training Experience

Pastor & Wife. Here's an opportunity to: -

Strengthen your marriage • .learn new.
,, Retreat _ " skills in relating to each other O.discover

" . . _ . DaysOne &Two. your growth potential • make your marital ,
." " , • , -. dreams come true, • ..
.... r ..,_ _ . .

• , Equip your couples for marital and spiritual '

" " • " . growth • build new Skillsin communicating "
' ' Training . ": • responsibily • assist couples in conflict ..

: : " -DaysThree& Four " ' e '.... • resolution estaDhsh marriages•under the

• ' " Lordship of Jesus.Chris1:, - • "

- _

•.TYPICALSCHEDULE: • -
.. :. . Day.One:. IntToductiOns & Community Building

. . - Day Two: ' Trust Building & Marital Interac.tion
_.... : . n the Word

Day Three: Design Building& Facilitating , •

Day.Four: n-Depth Mari}al Exploration • .',j.
, • • , • , .

1

32S
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-A.REMEMBRANCE _"

THE CHURCH :'"_ _ _ __:' "
OF THE NAZARENE "'- , ,-

THE SOUTH "' " ' ', [.i ;IN j; ,..,,, .

JOHN T. BENSON, Jr. '

Available from
Nazarene Publishiiag House .,,.

M " :_
CHANGE OF ADDRESS FORM

m i " . ,PASTOR--a Service to You • - ._ . . : ' " " ,_ .:

I_ When you change address,- fill i_. the form below and maid-to the General II !!;

Secretary. . ; Ddte of Chang - ""_e . ,.,
Name , ;,

•_ Former Address i : zIP 1- . ,, ",,, ,,
Former Church

_ /,'__..

New Address: . . _ " "ZIP.... " .. "1 " ".....[_ city .Siate.'" ": - - _-" " -7
I_ Name of Church . DistriCt II . , "' "'

New Position: Pastor ( . ); Evangelist ( ); Other B ¢'_'_'

All official records at Headquarters and periocticals checked •below.will be i : _ '
changed from j'his one notification• - -

! Check Herald of.Holiness ( ); World Mission ( ); _eacher.'s Magazine ( .); _ " " ,,,. " "

I o_ : ,- . •(Clip and send to the General Secretary,
, ' . ," ' O "

. " : 640'1ThePaseo, KansasCity,MO64'13q.) . We know it! '9 "

,i Order your , : : i. ' .
m _ -,..n .,_ ',,., m _ ,m .-,.: mu-,- ,,... _ i mm-,. m _ VBS Introductory Packet and begin planning NOW!
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" .  TODA¥1s•BOOKS- TODAYS.PREACHER"
i

F

" " " Everybookreweweo in[hlScosumn may nolagreealallDOINISwilnovaNgQI)Ca] nOl!n_$S DOS_TIONS"
. . • * yet Oath [3ook conla(n5 sutflclor_tUSefUl material to warrant brlRglng I [O our rea{J(_fE_a[[erlllO[_

NYI 1". The New Shape of Ministry a_so a new and very creative part- illustrations. As one starts read-
, : by Rober| G. Kemper (Abingdon. "nersh p .betweeo the prOfession ing this .work, the.author's skill in

1979. 142 DP., paperback, $4.50) and those who help it grow." illustrating his point catches one's

IN CONVENTION The authorsaysnooneisac- One more."Whatdef_nitionwe attentionimmediately, l'foundtually taking responsibility,for the ' give, whatever polity we. follow myself making lots of marginalthe common truth about place-, notes for future reference,
. "shape of ministry,_"but that pas- Pastors know that preaching

torsshould seize the char/ce'to rnent systems is that the'_ areasked to do more than they can special-day sermons is not al- .
. . determine their own destiny, deliver." ways- easy, especially when we

He contends that if pastors do This Lsan ex;_losi'}e little book. desire, a fresh new approach to
•not tak e charge of :their profes- If its author's propositions are the Seasonal emphasis, I feel this
sion, others will. ever taken seriously--look out. It book will greatly help in this ef-

Kemper discusses the pastor's could start a revolutiotL fort.
lob description, standards of ad=
mission to the profession, the " _W. T. Dougharty . --Oval L.,Stone
c;orltent of continuing education " "

•oppor_tunities, pastoral place- Sermons for Celebrating
ment, ministerialsalaries, and the by L.andrum P. Leavell (Broad- Grace Unlimited-.
definition of success, maR, 1978. 138 pp., paperback Dy Clark H. Ptnnock- (Bethany,

The .sty!e is provocative and $2.75) . 1975. 258 pp., paperback, $4.95)
unique, -. The book Sermons for Cole-. This is a first=rate book. It is a

The author calls a convocation brating.offers an exciting differ- theolbgical "sign" in much the
0"f clergymen to which the reader ence in special-day preparahen, way that Shank'sLife in the Son

_,- is invited. He Submits se_/en reso_ " The author lives amon_ his peo- was, only more so. Grace Unlim-
_'_ ._ lutions and .asks the reader to pie, speaks, the language of the ited reveals a vast crack in the

_-_ ,;/'_" help him determine if these are workaday 'world. draws illustra- monolithlc.faceof Calvinism.
f_, /" important and egitimate areas of tions from daily experience, and The .autllvrs include some of

concern Very simply expressed, challeng= the..n3ost respected names n
.. Some of his statemehts will es every;eader to dohis best. _ evangelical scholarship: CI.ark

arouse your indignation, but a few The worth of this book is not so " Pinnock, I. H. Marshall, ,'David

Gatherlng of them will bring a chuckle: Ex- much in its titles oF subtitles but Clines, Vernon Grounds.

JE'.,_'_--e''-'L-_r_Jrr _llll ample: "The problem, of' the lay in the kernels ortt'LJth abundantly The general movement of the... constituency and its enormous sown through line after line in the book is the abandonment of clas-

_'_*'="_''--_I'L._=ijL_=.._= power over the profess on s'not field of the text. For example: sic Calvinl,t positions that havePar ]_ - that it" demands too much" from ."We have- not yet grasped the venerated for centuries. There

-. _.,_j_l (_rj_ _ ]_]1_l. ,. theclergy.. Quite the contrary, the tion.are chaptersConditionalon UniversalElection, Salva-Pro-.Sharing : problem is that laity expects too relationship between affluence

g Experienci little because they know too little, and discontedt." "If !ay _ersons _ad all the skills "The menace of mediocrity destination,.Wesley, and "Armlni-
• _.71111tl_l.. . _lg --- ' _ . necessary foreffective church threatenS,,whenG0d wanted the worldtoUSContinuously." . US,The message is the same

i Voting " " "-" -_!..--._ ." :j leadership there would be no "
"'Holland Lewisand I invite gou to the General Youth '" "L needler clergy. The simple fact is _know.all. we. are capable, of throughout: that Calvin was. \ _/ .. . that they are not skilled, and that knowing about.:hlm he didn't wrbngand Wesley was right.

. All of our ministers should read
send a prophet,--He came

ConVention in the Kansas City Convention Center, June is why the church has clergy."., this example of the current trend.

]9-23. ]980. The special Youth Service is Thursday June ]9. And,."l genuinely believe that if himself." (Jn. 14:9) and a scholarly statement of posl-

!t_ clergy/ would ever, own their ;}re- F.urther enhancing the _seful- tions we have'always held.

Qt 7 p.m:" fession, not only would there be ness of this bOok. to the minister _.
. . • more continuing educat on,. but" Is the wealth of practical, usable --AlexDeasley
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'r'T EVANGELISM

STAFF MINISTRIES : - .

First ina Ser,iesOn:

rnmnmlnlnoCHOIRIrIIERES!.IHE--qFIRROUnD " -- [.¥AN(:;[LISM,
by Dale E. Kendall Minister ol Music, First Churcil of the Nazarene. Bradenton, Florida

• ,_,t.[ I:IGIITI[S...:.. .....
The adult choir, whether ina small or large 'choir on teievlsi(_n .along with that enserfible or

• . . . • . : •, . , _. .

church, can be a'burden or a blessing for soloist? ' ... . • " ., .
those who have the vital,task of leading this ministry Inviting an outside director to appear for a choral ' " " " " • by Hugh Gorman
every, week_ Keeping volunteers motivated to .par- clinic can prove to be an exhiliratJng experience for " " " • " " "
ticipate in your choir program can be a task that is choir members. This will help you implement things " . .. " , , : . Evangelist. Melfort. SaskatChewan. Canada : _.
tougher than you are. Too often, the choir work you have been trying to get across to your. choir " _ " . "
becomes a drudgery for its participants or a ninth for months. If your" guest.director is a.composer " _ - " " _.
priority on a scale of ten. youl" choir members will really '-"turn on" to-perf'()rm- " ' '. t_.an It happe_ in the 1980s? : " ' AS preachers• we need t(_sing the chorus an_l make

Keep in mind when working with a choir how mg songs with the song_'riter leading .them. The _/' "Three {housand men permanently raised it our prayer: . .
you would like things to go -if you were singing • !yrics take on anew perspective and provide mutual frorT_ death in sin.to a life of holiness! Three thole- "Lord, send a revival, and let.it b'eginin me.'"
yourself.: I am convinced that, with a great deal of inspiration for the singer and listener. • . sand sinners c(_nverted into saints! Three tt_ousand Whenever.God graciously revives hearts, our de-
plannir_g, prayer, and preparation, the adult choir Personal notes of ap.preciation are" always" well new-made saints enabled day by day to walk in the sires will be to see many others revived. But no
can be the most exciting part of' your music pro- received when .sent to choir people. It.is good to fear of God; and m the comfort.of the Holy Ghost! matter now much we'd like tO.we cannot gwe revival
gram. let the choir know that they are important. Yes. even Three thousand 'of our brethren, Weak. sinful by to others. Only. by sharing What we:ve found• and

If we are going to get volunteer adults to really that choir member who can't carry a. tune in two• nature, open to the temptings of Satan even-as we living a }ire in the dower of the Spirit; can we make
commit t_emselves the year round to the choir, then buckets; much less one. People resoond to words of are, maintaining a" life in the bod_; which almost diners thirsty for what God has given us. And God
we "have to make it. worth their time and energy, kindness and encouragement• surpasses belief, so is it.marked with goodness and does fill thirsty hearts• His premise is, "For I will pour
Haying fresh music on hand creates excitement• I use a special card which conveys apprecLation, purity: ''_ Pente(:ost! Can it happen again? water uponhim that is-thirsty, and floods upon the,
Would you want to eat the same kind of foods at .recruitment .technique; c)r gentle pressure on ab- What are the prospects for. Pentecostal revival dry ground: I will _our my Spirit upon'thy seed. an(_
mealtime every day? A varied diet is more.enti.cing sentees: These cards may be obtaibed by writing: and holiness evangelism in the eighties? They're my blessing upon thine.offspring ' (Isa. 44:3)•
anc such is the case with choirs: Be certain your Attendance Builders, 615 Water Street. Kerryville, as bright as the promises of God! It-happened in the life of .Sam Brown. pastor of
music selections are within the choir's ability to TX 78028• " " " Revlval evangelism is not aluxury for thespiritual- .the Elk River Church of .the Nazarene in West" Choir memb{}rs come in short, tall• fat, skinny. -. - _/irginia, God broIJght him to the place, where he
learn. - . ly elite; nor is it an option. It's absolutely essential,

In our church's music program the choir year sizes..They have quiet, loud•sometimes harsh per- for withoui it the church wili be ifeless and unable realized {hat his congregation was'living beneath
" officially begins in September. We begin with an sonalities and vmces; we must accept them as - their privileges. Constrained by God. he prayed as
entire month devoted to recruitment of new _ros- people, and love them as Christ .himself loves us. to perform the task for which she was born.
pects under leadership from the choir officers. Dur- erie of I ne most rewarding experiences in my five We need revival to ensure that c LJrchurches will, he'd never prayed before. For 10 weeks he ex-be centers of holiness evangelism. That is'God's amined his own heart and read the Word. sat-
ing recruitment month we make.use of posters, the years of ministry was a choir retreat. Our .choir remedy forcol(_ services, empty pews. and barren urating his hear.t and mind'with thoughts of holiness •
weekly newsletter Sunday school class announce -•. people returned from a great spiritual weekend
ments church bulletins, personal contacts, phone united•and revitalized. The small investment of mon- altars. It's the best way of letting the world know arid /'egival. God touched his heart• and gave him' •
calls, andletters. " ey it cost the'choir members produced dividends that God and I-:lisChurch are alive and doing .well. the assurance that they were going to haYe r'evival

While we do Invite people the year round into for the church and fulfillment in the lives of everyone Ourworld is populated by people who. need to know at EJk River ....
• choir membership, one of the advantages Of "a who attended the retreat: that through the. ministry of the Church, God can AncI Pastor Sam Brown took the message of God '"

saturation month for' recruitment is that you can At the end of this choir year we plan•to have a healthe.-hurt in their hearts_Revival evangelism is " and the burc!en of his heart tO the churcl_ board. In
that meeting Go(_ melted and revivee the hearts:of

teach your congregation that you'll talk:_o them only" banque!. Just for choir members and their spouses, part of that answer. .
once about joining the_choir. They will come to This says to choir people, ."rm really Important.!' It The Chui;ch can have ex(:iting revival evangetlsm every board member, giving them a desire to-see
understand this as a once-a-year promotion. You tells them In a special way, '"Thanks fOr an out- •in the ,eighties! In the Word of God there are greater things. They yielded themselves to God
will avoid the embarrass merit to yourself and standing job." hundreds e'f promises refer'ring to spiritual.renewal, and looked to Him for the bess ng.
friends be(_ause the constant "bugging" of people There is neyer e_]ough money in the music bud- Not one.of them has ever been cancelled. People God didn't disappoint them. As Pastor Brown
to join,the choir will stop. get. Our choir people, enjoy sponsoring aPancake are still- holding .on to them--claiming them--and : came.preachedandWithfor13.weeksanew anointing,tHere.wasthecontinuous.HOly.Spiritre.

" Breakfast annually to raise funds for•the music exl_erlencing revival•:
There is no one sure way to motivate volunteers department. Nearly everything is •donated by local Wha:t God did in Asbury .and Saskatoori, in the vival.ingsouls.IneverYTheSerWCenewsspreadthealtarwaSandpeoplelinedcameWitnseek-from

to sing in a church choir. What wor'ks in one church patrons. The cnoir decides with great difficulty how seventies, He' can do anywhere•in the eighties. His 'afar. filling the church, Hundreds experienced., re- "
does not nece'ssai;i!y-work in another. Continually to allocate the pl;oceeds. In addition to being a fund arm has. not.lost its one ent oqwer, and He can lead rival. That's what God can do in the 1980s,
search for the best methods for your churcn, rai set. our choir views this happening as an out- us Into t-he blessing of heartfelt revival• Here is.the Word ol God for,us just now: "Drop

A social activity every two months or so is a good" reach, The sto_ is told of Dr. F, B, Meyer and Dr..G. "down, ye heavens,.anc let the skies pour down
tool to keep up morale• It doesn't have to be a A choir has a spiritual pulse that must be monl-. C_lmpbell Morgan asking the policeman in Cardiff, righteousness: let the earth open, and let them bring
gala event every time. Just remember to•have some toted carefully.. Promote spiritual deepening lest Wales. where the revival was. The policeman plac- forth salvation, and let righteousness spring up to;
type.of.planned activity where.choir members _:an your message become void.- . In_ghis hand over his heart, rel?li_d, "Gentlemen. it's .gether; I the Lord have created it" (Isa: 45:8).
interact. Perhaps preceding or. following a re- Methods, tools, and techniques all. have to be in herel .... Revival is the will of God for His people in the
hearsal. . " . used of the Lord, to be effective. None of the above That's where revival is to be found--qn the hearts

Why not have. the choir take a.trip to•a neigh- Ideas are meant to substitute for .what He al0ne of God's people..And if we're to see it inthe hearts eighties_:. _
boring church for a concert? Or, how aboutthe _estows. " of others, we must make sure that It's in ou_;hearts. _ William Arthur, TongueolFtre " "
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comprise the third major section of the Bible. A bet-" tain to the home of Jethro. The characters involved
ter term for this section would be_the Deuteronomlc. are Moses and Jethro (r_ot God). Thus 4:17 is the

PREACHING History. Many scholars prefer to emphasi;_e the end of the scene Which begins at 3:1..Accordingly,
". strong ties between Deuteronomy and the books of- Exodus 3:1--4:17 will constituteJthe basic passage.

" Joshua. Judges, Samuel. and Kings rather.than to from which you will attempt to preach.
" • • tie Deuteronomy totally to the first four.books of You will soon learn to notice key words which

• _ the Torah• The subject matter of the Deuterc heroic are introductory as well as keys. which are conclud-
H Story interprets the facts.of Israe te •history from mg in function.."After these things" will warn you to

_ -" ." 'i . - ' " the era of.Joshua = to the first few years of exile in notice whatcomes "before." "Thus. saith the Lord'.'
, Babylonia. _ And from early times, this Deutero- will denote a direct quotation of God by _ prophet

: - " - .nomic History was classified as part of.the sect!on which follows immediately. "Says the Lord your
' ' • " of the Old Testament known as "Prophets•" This . God" will be seen as the concluding statement of a

" " 1 . " . _ p, " " means- that ancient" Israel believed the work of prophetic oracle or an intermediate phrase denot-

_L"_'_L___'dLit'4_dlb'_["il'4b4_'-- .- " " " " " ,aterpreting history theologically fell within the pro-. ing.that a continuation of the speech follows..

- . vince of the prbphet; and 'such,_an understandihg Learn to pay strict attention to changes in the
• • • . - should inform our view el prophecy as well. " cast of characters, relocation of a setting, abrupt

• , " " fourth major section from_which you may _;hanges n style of speaking, and from general
..... . Rich rewards await #reacher. set he sermon unitls The Writings. Included here saying to specific application. These clues will

are all the Pocks not previdusly nambd.. In literary enable you to begin and end your message where.
and people When proPer style, function,.format, and purpose these books the biblical scene, begins and ends.

.... t_l_ v_ry greatly e'nd each one must be understood in '" '

pt'eparation precedes preaching its unique terms before you can grasp its message Step Two: Establishing a Working Text
" " " " to the ancient peol_le art0 your own. Suppose that you have de.cidad to preach from

." : " from the Old Testament: - " . . The second problem to be solved by step one is Exodus 3:1_4:17. Having set the proper limits of "
" the selection•of a's _ecific passage which will form your passage_ the next job will be tO decide which'

. the basis for the sermon. Remember that chapter - "versiob" you will stuey in your preparation bf the
- " and verse di.visions are not always reliable ir_deter- message. By "version" I do not necessarily mean a

Olb E;ttament _,o_o_oo_ov_o_,o,,_ooo_,._o,_c,m_, published trans, ation, butratherthetextofthe

-. tar." Many modern translations divide into pare-, passage from.which you•will work n,the study,

, . grapl_s, but often more than.one paragraph should If you have some acquaintance with Hebrew, the" " . be Included in a single unit of thought or a sihgle fastest and most authentic way to determine a work-
" " • " scene. So y()u must learn to make your own divi- ing version of your passage is to compare any

" sions of•the teXt on the basis of its content• ' good published translatjon with the Hebrew text.
" " " " " -." Here is an exsmple. The Jerusalem Bible di_/ides_ But even lacking knowledge of Hebrew, there are . "

". • • . ' " " " " Exodus 3:1--4:17 into 10 pa[agraphs,However, all. " several things you can do. First. if three or four
byCharles Isbell :. • " 10 "of these paragraphs deal with a single scene .modern versions are n basic agreement, it is safe

..... . . . " " "" " _ involving Moses with God on Mount Sinai. So you to conclude that there are nd major textual prob-
.." ' - . .... . mist notice artier features which will help you deter- lems to untangle. 4"

Professor of Old Testament, Nazarene'Theological Seminary mine where the passage begins and ends. Chapter If the English versions dif}er', exercise extreme
• . .two of Exodus ends In Egypt• The people of Israel Cautlon. Ask first whether the differences occur in

.. are cam plalnlng to God about their slavery. God Is _ the heart of the passage or are limited to differences
-" " . -. said to have heard a'nd been responsive to their of detail• Ask whether t}_e differences may be'

plight. But .Moses is not in Egypt •any longer, and resolved by understanding English synonyms Per-
. - " _ .. . . It ap'peqrs that God will need to use other means tQ haps the different words used are really the same In "
- • " • • • save His people• Chapter three beg ns'spectfically meaning. Ask what theological implications may be

he how of preaching the Old Testament involves .In studying the Torah remember t'hat it was always by ideritlfying Moses as the subject of the narrative• drawn from one translatlon as compared•to ano'ther;
T .seven.steps. I ha'_e tried•to outline each.step, to believed to contain the basic revelation of God to rather than the people who are n Egypt. He, Moses, And at this point turn to your critical commentaries
explain its purpose in the sermon-building process, eany Israel•through the patriarchs and Joseph; and Is not In Egypt but In Midian• The dialogue which for help In establishing a worklngversion for your-
and.to include some examples fromOId Testament then through .Moses in the experience of Exodus. follows Isbetween Moses anti God rather than pea- self.
texts of. the way in which each stepmay be taken•.l But it was also understood.by later generations th&t _le -and God as chapter two had ended. So by A "critical" c6mmentary, addresses the original. - text rather than deriving devotional or homiletical
have left untreated the question of whether of' nota the revelation of God to those early •persons was means of a geographical shift ,a.sublect change,
preacher should bother with the'Old Testament at .relevant to and binding up.on them as well. and a switch from talk about God, to talk by God in thoughts from various passages. For •example. the
all, assuming that none of my readers seriously -The Prophets are the 15 books which beai" the. Derson-to-person terms with•Moses, the story has Keil and Delitzsch work is excellent for adiscussion
wishes to question I he•Creed of the Church which name of a famous prophet, of Israel or Judah: " indicated movement from one scene to another. : of the various alternatives possible from the H'ebrew
has always affirmed the OId.Te§tament to be part Isaiah, Jeremiah E;_ekiel _ and the 12 ""minor" .Chapter three, verse one, is thus a startingpoint text. though it is oth'erwise rather outdated:and
and parcel of the Christian Bible. prophets• It must always be remembered that each rather than a co,qtinuation of what has preceded, predates recent archaeological and theological ad-"

message from. these books, has arisen out of a But 4:1 Is different. "Moses answered. • ." Indicates .vances. The Anchor Bible Is generally excalledt on
St.ep' One: Selecting a Passage specific time"and situation and that the message . . that chapter four is going to continue something the.text. Various volumesin The Old Testament

Two problems must be solved in the first step. must have been appropriate primarily to that time begun earlier, i.e., In the- preceding chapter. And . Library are helpful with the text too, though some-
First, you must determine the general section of ant1 situation. If people, of. later eras recognized all the other markersare the same too. Moses and times they are-too revolved with literary questions
the Old Testament.from Which you wish to preach, applications of the message'for their own. times• ' " God are the focus of. attention. They are still in to be of great value in theological exegesis,
Four general.§ecttons of the Old Testament beckon these must always be _Interpreted in light of the . dialogue. They are still in Midian on a mountain. By no means base a sermon rupon a passage until
to you. The Pentateuch or Torah.the Prophets, the origlna setting and meaning. " . Only In 4:18 does the. narration introduce a you can assure yourself that _/ou understane its
HistoricalBooks. and;the Writings. What IS commonly called the "Historical Books," " = Change of scene. The story moves from the moun- plain meaning textually. If there are problems, dif-.
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ferences among versions, etc., which you cannot .swered; What is the functional relationsh p between but striv.e to determine the theology of your text in fact to choose not to act in anger and punishment
fairly solve m your stud_;, do not presume to ,pro- "this particular unit and the rest of the larger •unit" biblical terms. That is, what does Exodus3:1--4:17 _ut r_.ther to act in forgiveness and compassion
claim God,s truth from such a text. Rather preach in which ifappears? B)mply stated, we may ask the teach theologically about God, social affairs {slav- '(see 11:8-9). In Matthew 2:15 the writer has taken

- those passage s which ale clear after some study question this way about the uni t Exodus 3;1--4:17. ery), human need and suffering, and human reluc-" this phrase which was introductory for Hosea and
and seek professional guidance with the more difli- What is the functional relationshipof the call and tance to accept a divine call to radical service? made it into something major and quite specific In
cult. -ones. There are and'ugh clear passages to commission of Moses to the remaining chapters of _learly this passage aims at presenting God not and of its own self; That is, Matthew realized at least
occupy you for along time indeed. No single-doc- th s Book of Exodus? The answer will be significant only sovereign but 'also as becoming involved with two things: first. • Hosea 11:1b referred to a 13th
trine or spiritual truth isbased upon a single text. for everything else you will need to do with the human suffering, and Israel's redempti.on. It also century act of Yahweh, and second, the verse is not
So preach fro'm texts which you can understand passage, presents a God who allows a man to argue, be central to the'message of the chapter. Yet he uses
rather than those which are problem infested. Chapters One and two of Exodus desc;Jbe the reluctant, and shrink from a divine commission. But Hosea's words to expound the mea.ning of the flight

. continued_efforts'of the..Ph_raoh to deal with the - that same God moves finally from dialogue to of the Christ child.to Egypt. attempting to.escape
Step Three: Identifying the Kind of Material people of Israel. Beginning with a plan of forced monologue, in 4:17. shifting from simply answering Herod ....

When you are cor/fidefit that you Understand the .slavery [1:8-14), he had eventually resorted to operl the objectio'ps of Moses to commanding, "Take this How could Matthew so deal with Hosea's words?
text. you are- ready for step three. Ask a simple genocide (1:15-22). Both of these plans failed _ staff.into your hand; with this you will'perform the For him, all Israel was represented in an(] t_y a
question. What kind of literature is this passage? It chiefly because of a few God-fearing individuals signs" (JB) 8 , , s.ingle individual. Had this-individual perished in
should always be remembered:that certain literary, who refused to give in to the cruel monarch (_ee The preacher certainly'should enter the pulpit Egypt in the first Christian century,- 1,300 years
forms generally are employed by biblical'writers fop ;:17 and 2"2b-3). confident that his passage has given him the au- after the event in Hosea's mind when he coined the
particular functions. Eventually, because of the 'advantages which thorlty to say something powerful aboui the God of phrase. God's activity of salvation would have been

Exodus 3:1--4:17, the unit lust delimite¢ con- came to Moses as a member of the palace complex Israel -who is presented .as both patient and de- . thwarted. Matthew uses one-half of a verse, giving
• rains *hat will be recognized as the "caW' of Moses it even appea_'ed that God had placed a savior for mending, both concerned and confident, both no attention to.its .function within the larger unit in

into "the service of Yahweh, Se_;eral features are His people in a strategic position to subvert the sovereign, and willing to limit His activities to the which it 6ccurs. because he saw a specific instance
evident within the body of the passage: ,_ pharaoh. But then Moses was forced "to flee from •obedience of one particularman in a given situation., in.the life of Jesus which paralleled another specific

Appearance of God (3:1-3). Egypt with a murder rap hanging over his head. This is tile biblical theological affirmation which !s .happening inthe life.of the people of God;
Voice of God (3:4-9).. He seeming!y wished t() forget his past identifica- . possible from Exodus 3:1--4:17, . Here is the point. If you wish to preach about
Commiss on to a Specific Task (3:10). tion with the Hebrew people and presented himseli StepFoui" addresses .tile function of the call of Christ and Herod, start with Matthew and refer to
Objections by the Human Agent " in'Midlanite society'aslan "Egyptian' (Exodus 2 19), Moses in the Book of Exodus as a whole. Step Hosea only as background for your message. But

• (3:11,13; 4:1,1(3, 13). married, ai_cepted a job, fathered a son, and took Five determines the specific truth of that call in its do not believe thal you have thus exhausted the
Divine Reasserance(3;12a) s on all the earmarks of a man who was happy to own right. Step Four relates, the passage-to its meaning of Hosea 11 To preach Hosea 11 faith-
Miraculous Sign (3:12)_ settle down Jn peace far away from the struggles surroundings. Step Five highlights the passage as a ful y, you must declare the 10ve and compassion of

- ofa motley group of slaves across the river. God's unique piece of r.evelationon its own God for a totally unrepentant son and you must
Once these features have been noted; the general man was new out of the palace, out of a position of proclaim that the God of the Old Testament is willing

outline for tl]e'sermon will be in hand. But beyond influenoe, away from the struggle, and happy about. Step Six- Aas_sslng the Canonical Function . to forgive in grace even those who do not deserve it .
that. once the call of Moses:has been ana yzed, the it! The cries of distress which continue to ascend, Once the"theology of the passage in and of itself and even those who give Him unlimited excuses for
call ohnumerous other Old Testament figures will be heavenwardfro m .the Hebrews still in Egyl_t (2:23) has been determined you -should consider yet destroying them. This will enable you to tell your
seen to conform to a oattern whi¢h _'ould appear to are now recounted as if to indicate the,fact that another possibility, s th(s particular passage used people too that what God did in Christ, 750 years
be aware of. if not dependent upon, the form given all hope is lost. Indeed. all hope based upon Moses elsewhere in theBible? Where? For what reason? after Hosea.was not uncharacteristic at all but was
to the Moses call narrative. Therefore, when preach- would appear to have been ill-founded; Does a later biblical author base his theology upon " rather to have been expected if people had known'
Ing about Gideon (Judg. 6:11b-17), Samuel (1 Sam. This is the context, nto'which the divine appear- the passage? How'_ Does he draw lessons from it anything about God and the way He had dealt with
3:1--4:1a), 7 Isaiah lisa. 6_1-12), Jeremiah (Jar. 1:4, ance in call and commissiorl of Moses is placed in as an earlier example which may profit his contem- Israel for 2,000 years before Jesus'came. In other
10), and Ezekiel (1--3), one mayprofitably compare the narrative. Moses is still slated to be God's man " porades by the retelling and remember)ng? Does h'e words, since- Matthew did not choose to expound
the "call '_ experiences of one man with several for•deliverance. His unsavory past. his newly gained .expound' it as a negative exam pte? Does he take a the central theme of Hosea 11, his single citatlon of
others..Both similarities and differences willeppear, secur!ty, and his geographical'separati0n from the minor point from the' passage and expand Jt into a verse one does not constitute a Christian expos!tion
no one of whi_:h shou d be overlooked as incidental struggle mean little to the'God who inhabits eternity. " major argument to his audience of a laterperiod? of Hosea's g6spel.
or insignificant theologically. '- On a mountain in Sinai God locates, addi'esses, and These kinds of questions must be .raised and." " On the other" hand, you could scarcely preach

In addition to the "call" passages, look for salve- enlists Moses, The struggle is"now.to be rejoined, " answered as precisely as possible; Assess the im_ from Hab. 2:4 without 'moving beyond the prophet
tion and/or doom oracles in the prophetic books; and thus Exodus 3:1--4:17 itself prepares the way pact which the passage has exerted upon the bib-. to Rom. 1:17. And few Christians inUeed.coLild even
covenant lawsuits (i.e.,- Micah 6:1-8), and messen- for .what will follow in the battle with Egypt and the ticai canon as a whole; read Isaiah 52:13--53:12 without seeing theface
get speeches introduced by t'thus saJth the Lord," . Pharaoh. This step will often involve you inthe New Testa- anc actions.of Christ embossed upon the page.
When s!udying the Psalms, you should know The function of Exodus'3"1--4:17 must accord- ment approprlat on of the Old Testament text. Some -WrY'at must be.emphasized in cases such as these
whether you are dealing with a lament or e song Of ir_gly be viewed not alone In terms of what it means notes of caution are necessary. Make ce_'tain that is that both Hab. 2:4 and the servant songs from
praise, whether the psalm originally expressed the In an rl.of itself but also in terms of where It Is placed " ' you match major point with major point and minor Isaiah deserve.to be expounded In their own right.
needs of a pl!ysicaily iii worsh pper or spoke.of the In the total narrative.'why it is so placed, and what is with minor. For example, Hosea 11:1b includes the Perhaps" this could be done as a first of two rues-

• promises of Yahweh to a Davidic king. Ih shor!., Its relationship to what.precedes and follows It. " - .famous phrase. "Out of Egypt 1 called my.s_n" sages, one to deal With what the prophetic'passage
wherever your passage may•occur, its form must- Not all of this information will be Preached'in a (PISV)2 Even a cursory•examination of the entire meant to Its Original audience, and a'second to
dot be overlooked. Once you discover what type or message based Upoq a single unit; but the•preacher chapter _vould Indicate that this particular statement explain what that'same passage came _o mean for
form an n_livldual unit represents (or perhaps sev- must•know it In order to preach properly. Is not the major issue w'hich the prophet wishes-to the New Testament Christians, But to explain the
eral forms will be included in a single literary unit), address. Rather. God's sovereign choice of Israel, Old Testament only in terms of the New Testament
you.will be ready to take the next step. Step Five: Making a TheologiC:el Affl:rmaUon which Hosea explains (11:1) as an a'ct of love, is an is to Imply that the Old Testament words had no

Step Four: Determining the Function Now you know the language of yourtext the kind act of covenant =election of an entire nation from righ_t to be•included in the Bible for hundreds of
of the Passage of material it presents, and the function of .your service to Pharaoh to service to Yahweh. This basic years, that the Old. Testament achieved meaning

. -.- unit ir_ the biblical book. At this Point you must act forms the foundation of allsubsequent God- for the first time th_:ough Jesus. The truth •which
have'already Indicated the close relationship ask What you have the authority- to proclaim as .Israel relationships. But Hosea's real c0ncefn.in sustained genei'ationsof believers before Christ Is

between literary form and' theological'function. In divine truth on the basis of:your passage DO not chapter 11 Is to argue that tl_e once sovereign God still truth now that Christ has come and'still de_
this fourth step, one specific qL_estion must be an- lump to the issue of contemporary relevance yet, is sovm;elgn still, freeenough in His sovereignty in serves a hearing !n the Christian pulpit.

38 " " " : " .... 39

1979 12-1980 02-33



I

Step Seven: Applying an Ancient Text affirmations the preacher' has made about the text.
to o Modern Congregation That is what makes them not only relevant but OUTREACH

unfortunately, this is where some _reachers be- "authoritative• That is what makes a sermon biblical. •
.gin. However, one who has not progressed through- That "is what makes the trouble of the first six •
the first six :steps foolishly attempts to be relevant steps a worthwhile investment.. . , • .
without being biblical fi'rst. TheBible does not'n•eed The seven steps are .all interdependent. A.golf(_r
to be made relevant and applicable, it is relevant must have'a correct grip, a.proper stance, and a ' " . . - " - "

and needs'only to,be set free in the minds and good backswing all at the same time. lf h, does -_AD_O'_', TO :O_L O_ TOY
hearts of the hearers. Stnl,'once the preacher has a only one thing properly, everythi ngelse will suffer,
firm grasp of his text as described above, he dale But once he has rfi'astered grip, stance, and swing
not enter the pulpit assuming he is ready to preach separately, there must cone]he time when he puts "-
because he knows what a text .neant. Rather, he them all together in a unified and productive stroke.
must attempt to explain to his people what it Just so, each.of the.seven steps is important. But • " ..
means.lO before long, you will find youi_self'working on more byRandolph W. Sly Associate pastor of Central Wesleyan Church, Holland, Michigan.

Let me return to Exodus 3:1--4:17 to illustrate, than one step at atlme.,.. . .. .. ...... " .
The iext tells us that God cared. God heard, God I believe, however, step seven must always come
became involved, God spoke, God disclosed him- last. And it must always rest securely uponall six - -.
self and, His redeeming ways, God chose a human previous steps. But steps one through.six, done . '
helper, Godlistened. It furth sr tells us that Moses properly, will make, step seven far easier than most .. I_)adio is here to stay. BUt the sources of the C'hristian station AM ... FM ,,, All Around
argued,'was frightened: and lacked some basic ,preachers ,realize. The relevance of a text,.arld.its ' rl, days Wlien'the whole family remain virtually untapped. The theTown
talents ("g fts':?) necessary for the business ofsav- application to a mode'rn situation will frequently gathered around the radio are daily.fare on these stations con- Any day of the week, a twist-
ingand freeing enslaved people. But all of that is ill " explode upon your consciousness even as you "gone• Disc jockeys and'news sists.mainly of mi_i.sters from of the dial brings some type of
the past tense; So the preacher must know how to labor through the seemingly Irrelevartt and dilficult have •replaced the Green Hornet. various doctrinal backgrounds "religious program." Secular sta-

translate into the present tense. His own view of the ' preparatory,_ steps., And when. this happens, as ,a Amos and Andy, and Ma Perkins: preaching sal_,ation to an audi- tions usually interrupt their regu-
Scriptures will come to the fore here as he asks natura outgrowth of your study, you w know w th but we still •spend.much"of our ence that has already, responded .lar flow of music, news, sports,
some pertinent questions. Does God still speak, great assurance that what you have to say is author- waking hours wiih thLs qld friend to the gospel• 'Perhaps Chri§tlan and weather for the "Christian
does Gpd still care? Would God,still listen to all the itative, and'it will produce results. And your people in spite of the influence,of its commitment can be re nforced by 'shoW." Let's be honest and real-
arg'uments a person might make in attempt to avoid will.l<now that they listen n0t to you alone but to God." '.. _ younger brother,,TV, such programs, but to a large de- tze a significant segment of the
responding to a divine call into.service? Does a NOTES We rise in the morn ngto our gree nurture and Christian growth listening audiehce will turn off
person of today havethe freedom: to be afraid? - L ButNOT_)an,eit favorite DJ, dress while catching are ignored. T,he:church of today : the program ether bya switch on
Does "he have the right to remind God of one's - 2. er Moses,nb.,s'la_r years . . . up om newsworthy events, and needs constant challenge to use the radio or•in the mind.

' 3. Rougmy1200-500BC drive to work n the company of radio, creatively in meeting this People.select a station because
lack of ability? " 4. Withoul _ (]OLIDt. lee single 1Jest Iranslatlon of Ihe Old Testament

If the •preacher believes that the blblical text is .avadab](tnowIstheJerusalemBibleYOUshouldalsoowntheRSM.the the Io'cal traffic copter rQporter. At need. • • of a certain style of programming•

relevant to and authcrfitative fol" the modern situa- NASB.an(]tileNEB The_Ltvln9 Bibleisel noValUeIordelermr_mg.me home the. entertainment center An_/Sunday Morning They react against abrupt chang-text _tseli apart from trtQqueshon of *ts value lot reading-by teenagers

t|on. he has already dJscoverecl the message which orthosewhoare begmnerisalBiblesludy " - - " . transpor{s us to "stereo island." es. On a freeway we have to reach
can be proclaimed from Exodus 3:1--4:17. Don't be 5 seeNormar_Habe_.ZAW77_1965)297-323,on Tbe'S,gnd,cance Conversation during dinner . Radio bririgs Worship ser_,ices the proper speed before we enter

oftheCallNarragves." . ;_ulses to the rhythm of •back- into the living rooms of those the mainstream of traffic. Thesurprised f God suddenly appears in the most 6 And nolo Ihat each "oiJieClior by Moses is answered directly by

unlikely place. Don't'tht_ k it strange if God talks to Goc . . . • ground mustc from our"FM com_ urTable to attend church. Great Christian broadcaster, similarly,
a man or a woman in understandable ways. Don't 7. Notethed=_sionoftheall'lit! " panton:" hymns and the preaching of the., musl be careful to fit.his program

g. Fromthe.JerusalemBible•, 1966by Dartoh. LongmanandTodd Why" hasn't the church taken Word of Gee fill the airwaves. But to the format (type, style, andhesitate to bring to God's• attentiorl every evidence Ltd.. and Doubleday and CQ In(; Used by permJssion .

which 'indicates that no human being can ade- NolothatthisJerusalemBibleIranslahonof take"asanirnpera- advantage of this effective medi- what of the non-Christian, the one presentation of programs) of the
quately accomplish divine work in the world. An_ I,veempna_zeslbeshift on God*spart from Ir;e roleol dla[o91c um? Most of us think we have, at home Suilday mornings? He . particular station. When he pro ._
don't be s'urPrised i_ God, after • listening patiently parmerlomoqologm_:om'ma_der9.FromIheRevisedStandardVersionof theBIO/O.copyrighted1946. but we have much to learn about methodically turns the dial, finally pares properly, the broadcaster
until all possible 'objeCtions have been raised and 1952,,_:197,1.1_J73.Usedby.petmls5mn_. - " .the powerful vehicle called radio, switching the unit off in frustra- can successfully enter the flow of

lO, SeetheexcellenlahtclebyKr_storSlondaht."lJ_bhcalTheology, The problem we face today in tion. He _wants no part of what he programming and beg] rt his trav-answered, chooses to end the dialogue with a corn- Conlemporary.' m Interpr_elers Dictionary of the gib/_ vol. 1 DP

mand..These applications arise directly from the 41g-32whorethisd_shncbSn_sdiscussed. " Christian radio broadcasting in- hears on a typical p_ogram, els Into.truth, knowing he has
". . <.- " volves placing programs on the

• ' " " . right station at the right time. Let's How can we reach these peo- many passengers.
" look at this issue in.light of the pie? Should we,push for more Here's Our Chance

: :_'" various radio outlets available to secularized, programming? The radio ministries of todayShould we continue with the cur-
_ thechurch, rent dJel of c_urch services and range.from:priceless to pathetic

;_ :_ ..... : " " " preaching? We have a marvelous in their, ability to communicate.
;_ . . - "The Gospel: On the Air, opportunity for a creati,Je strategy The content and presentatton_f

•:_ _ Everywhere inevangelism by reach ng people each broadcast represent two- • chief areas of concern. - -
- _ _ .Most large cities and many atthiskeytlmeoftheweek. Some Wemustlookserlouslyatthese

• " _ :_ small communities now boast, of broadcasters are seeking to min- areas, keeping In mind the urgen-
_- _ at least,one;radi0station whose ister with new forms: music pro-
;_ _ programs center around the gos- grams with carefully _repared CYsponslbility.OfOur messageofusingandbroadcastthere-
:_ _ " " pel of.Jesus Christ. Many •turn to Christian.content. and interviews time. Five guidelines exist for

_, this station, daily:!or music and highlighting the Christian witnesswords.of nspiration, of a prominent person. Stations using radio effectively:
Some of the programs aired actually welcome new and-inter- " First, make =ul;¢ God Is leading

• • help people, yet the greatest• re- - estlng Cl?ristian programs, you to a media ministry. The dy-

- . _ 41
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nam[cs Of broadcasting enhance (:opt a time late at night or early 'to hear anything sign!ficant con- CLAS,SIC SERMONS
self-reliance and ego-centered morning (before 6:30 a.m.). Such cernmg their distinct life-style.
behavior. This kind of motivation, time _egments cost less but a . . •
which sparks many s'ecular p.rogrampurchasedforthewrong Filth, don't compromise your ..
broadcast careers spells the air time results in bad steward- message[, Integrity remains very
downfall ofany radio.ministry ship, If you cannot get the:'time important. Of course, we do not • - .."

Second, targtetlnonlhoseyou (hour, day, week. etc.)you want, , have license to say anything and..everything;nor would th_t kind of _ " _-_ _1-][_1_1[- _, [_want to" reach. Unchurched? don'tstart. . Wait.for_theright freedom be-appropriate. Broad.: -;. __f_--_ _--_ _ . .
Shut-ins? The Christian commu- opening, cast laws must be obeyed• But "= i .
nity? Teens? Young_Adults? Se- Fourth, don't hesitate to inno- when it comes to the timeless , . . "'
nior Citizens? Find your audience veto. Let's say you're focusing on truths of the gospel," we "can't
and Keep 'them ever as your a teen audience• You're listening compromise to please the few : ' _. . . ,

focus.' • to a local rock station, and deter- who complain, whether station . by.Clarence MacartneyThlrd, locate a station that Ills mine thats 15-minute preaching .representatives or listeners• Ra-, " ' " . . . . .
your'Intended audience, If you program feels out of place, The did constitutes an important form ' "
are aiming at the church Commu- Station's program director, would of communication: but the Chris-
nity, set your :sights-on a local agree with you, Begin to thinkof tian can never sacrifice his.rues ......
Christian station. If you want to the _alternatives. such as 60-see; sage. ""Do.thy diligence to come shortly unto me .... Do alfectionately ca ed ('my son In the faith." .When-. Paul had been stoned by the mob at Lystra in.the
talk to teens, seek a rock station... 0nd thought messages; five-mm- Communica|ing Christ:s rues- thy dl igence to come before winter" (2 Tim, 4:9, hlghlands of Asia Minor..and Was dragged out of the

"= The "FM Companion". -plays uteprograms to follow the news, sage to today's world remains 21). . . " ' " " " city gates and left fordead_ perhaps it was,Timothy
mostly background music and or a music program, t_oth exciting and cruclal.-We , . " 4. " e
reaches many adults, young and Eisteni.ng" to the community must look critically at the q_Jality Naoolean'Bonaparte and the apostle'Paul are th who, when .the night had come down, andthe pas-
old. " Christian station will probably re- and content_of programming we most renowned prisoners of history: One was in sions of the mob had subsided, went out of the city

After you have selected the sta- veal there are too many "preach- produce. Radio makes.a vicious prison because the peace of the world demanded]t; gates to search amid stones and rubbish until he
tion, acquire a time slot to reach ors." So look for something else: master_ a poor slave, but a. : theother because "he sought .to• give to men that found the wounded, ble_ding body. of Paul and,
your :audienCe. For example', if music call-ins, book reviews• The marvelous tool When used re- peace which'the worl,d cannot take away. One had putting his arm about the a _ostle's neck, wipec the
you.are especially interested.in opportunities are endless. Des-. sponsibly and maturely for the the recollection of cities arid homes which he had bloodstains from his face, poured tne.cordiardown
s peaking to housewives, don't ac- perately hungry Christians yearn kingdom of'God, wasted and devastated; the other had the recollec- his: lips and then took him home to the house of

tion of homes and citiesand nations which ha_dbeen his godly grandmother Lois and .his pious mother
-, ' blessed by his presence and cheered by his mes_. Eunice. If you form a friendshi p In a_shipwreck, you

• . sa£1e. One had shed r v.ers of blood upon which to never forget the frleh'd. The-hammer Of adversity
-' • " float his ambitions• The only blood the. other had welds human hearts into an indissoluble amalgams-"

: shed was that which had flowed from his own tion_ Paul and Timothy each had in the other.a
wounds for Christ's sake. One could trace his path "friend who was born for adversity.

,4_ t_ ,_.j_ %o_l_,.,,_ Paul's last better is te this dearest of his friends,.
_/_ !" _,;l to glory bY ghastly trails of the dead which stretched • .• from the Pyrenees to Moscow .and from the Pyra- Timothy, whom he has left in charge of the church
" raids to Mount Tabor. The other could trace his at.far-off Ephesus• He te s Timothy that he wants

. path to prison, death, and immortal glory by the him to come aria be with him at Rome. He is to st'op
hearts that he had loved and the souls that he had at Troas on the way and pick up his books, for Paul
gathered into the kingdom of God. is a scholar even .to the end. Make friends with

" i. "' _ " Napoleon once said, "'1 love nobody, not even my good books• They will never leave you nor forsake
• own brothers." It is not strange_ therefore, that at you. He Is to bl:ing the cloak, "too, which Paul had
• the.end of his life, on his -rock prison in .the South left atthe house of Carpusin Troas. What a robe the

• Atlantic. he.said, '1 wonder.if there is anyone in the church would weave for Paul today if it had that
world:who real!y loves me." But Paul loved arl men. "opportunityl But this is the only robe that Paul pos-
His heart wa.s the heart.of the world, and from his sesses. It has been wet with the brine of the Mediter-

, _ " lonely prison at Rome he sent out messages which - ranean, White with the snows of Galatia, yellowwith
"glow with ioveunquenchable and throb with fade- the dust of the Egnatian Way, and crimson with the

,, less hope• " blood ot his wounds for the sake of Christ. It is get.:
When a man enters the straits of llfe, he is for- tlng cold at Rome. for the summer, is:waning, and

tunate if he- has a few friends upon whom he can Paul wants his robe to keep him warm.'Bul most of
count to the uttermost• Paul had three such friends, all Paul wants Timothy to bring himself• "Do thy
The first .oi these three, whose, name needs •no diligence tc come shortly unto me," he writes; and
mention• was•that One who would 15e Friend of then, just before the close of the letter, hesays,"D°
every, man, the Friend who laid down .His life for us thy diligence, to come before.winter•"
all. The secona was that man whose face is almost • Why ."before,winter"? Because when winter set in
the. first, anc almost-the last, we see n ife--the " the season for navigation closed Ln"the Medfter-

. - physician. This friend Paul handed down to immor- ranean andit .was dangerous for ships to. venturel
" - tallty with that imperishable encomium, !'Luke, the out to sea, How,,dangerous It was, the story of Pau s

"Another nice thing about working for God. -He has a great •retirement pien." be oved physician," and again. "Only/Luke is _vith last-shi pwreck tells us. If Timothy waits until winter,- he will have to wait until spring; and Paul has a
me." " "

• - . . . . . The third of these friends was the Lycaonian premonition that he will" not last out the winter, for
..... Timothy', Ilalf Hebrew and half Greek, whom Paul" he says, "The time of my departure Is at i_and." We

. . 43--"
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like to think that Timothy did not wait a single day fiery coils and direct them to the molds. But if the II. The Voice of Friendship and Affection once when he received PauYs letter, and wondering
after that letter from Paul reached him at Ephesus. iron was permitted to cool below a certain tempera- Suppose that'Timothy, when he received that let- how "it fares with the apostle. When the first vessel
but started at 0rice to Troas, where he picked up the ture. it refused the mold. There are ti_es when ter from Paul asking himto come before winter had sails in the springtime• Timothy is a passenger on it.
books and the 01d cloak in the tlouse of carpus: life's metal is, as it were,.molten, and can be worked said to himself: 'Yes Ishan start for Rome: but first I can see'him landing at,Neapolis, or Brundisium,• - - and hurrying up to Rome. There he seeks out Paurs
then sailed past Samotl'_race to Neapolls.. and into any design that is desired. But if it is pe'rmitted of all I must clear up some matters here at Ephesus,
thence traveled by the Egnatian Way across the to cool. it tends toward a state of fixation; in which it and then go down to Miletus to ordain elders there, prison, only to be cursed and repulsed by the guard•
plains of Philippi and through Macedonia to the is possible neither.to do rlor even to plan agood and,thence over to Colossae to celebrate the Corn- Then he goes to the house of Claudia, orPudens, orNarcissus, or Mary. or Ampliatus, and asks where
Adriatic. where he took ship to Brundisium, and work.-When 'the angel came down totrouble, the muhionthere." When he,has attended to these mat.

then went up the Appian Way to Rome. where he pool at Jerusalem• then was the time for the sick to ters. he starts for Troas. and there inquires when, he can find Paul. Ican i_ear them say: "And are you
found Paul in his prison, read to him from the Old step in and be healed. There are moments when the he can get a ship which will carry him across to Timothy? Don't you know that -Paul was beheadedlast Dec(_mber? Every time the jailer put the.key, in
Testament.wrote I_is last letters• walked with him to pool of life is troubled by _theangel of opportunity. Macedon a, and thence to Italy, or One that issailing
the place of executiOn near the Pyramid of Cestius. Then a man. if he wi can. go down and be made around Greece into the Mediterr}_nean. He is to d theHisdOOrlastmessage_°fhis cell,wasPaUlforthOughtyou,you,GiVeWeremy.COmmg.loveto
and saw him receive the crown of glory, whol s: but if he waits until the waters are still, it is too that the season f(_r navigationis over and that no

Before winter or never! There are _;ome things late, ' " vessels will sail till springtime. "No ships for Italy Timothy, my beloved son in the faith, when he. - • . comes.'" How Timothy then must have wished that
which will never be done unless they are done "be- • A man who had been under the bondage of an until April!" "'
fore winter." The winter v_ill come.and the winter will evil habit relates how one night, sittingln his rodinin All through that anxious-winter we can imagine h'e had.come belorewinter! .

pass. and.the flowers of the springtime will deck the a hotel, hewas assailed by his old enemy, his be- Timothy reproaching himself .that he did. not go at " withB'ef°reyou;winterbutme.°{yeneVer!have"Thenotalways,"P°°ralwayS.saidYejesushaVe
breast of the earth and the graves of some.of our setting sin, and was about to yield to .it. He was " ' " '•." - " When the disciples complained" that Mary's costly
opportunities, perhaps the grave of our _earest reaching out his hand to ring the 10ell for a waiter_ and beautiful gift of ointment might ,have been ex°
friend. Thei'e are golden gates wide open:on this when suddenly, as if an angel stodd before him; a .'_" - .pended in beha f of the poor. "Me ye have not
autumn day, but next October they will be forever voice seemed to .say, "This is your hour. If'you .
- -_ • - .i " '. .. , always." That _s true of all the friend_ we love.
shut. There are tidesof opportumty running.now at yield to this temptation now. it will destroy you. If yo_J " " ' We cannot name them now, but next winter we shall
the flood. Next October they will be at the ebb. conquer it now, you are its master forever." He know their names. With them. as far as our ministry
There are voices speaking today which a year from obeyed the angel's voice, refused the tempter, an_ , " • " is concei'ned, it is before winter ornever.
today will be silent. Before winter o=;never! c'ame off victorious over his enemy.

I like all seasons.. I like winter with its cleat'-cold _That man was not unique In'his experience, for to r,__ n the Old Abbey Kirk at Haddington one car) read
nights and the stars like silver-headednails driven many a man there comes the hour when destiny _',_ ever the grave ol Jane Welsh .the-first. of manypathetic and regretful tributes paidby Thomas CaE-into the vault of heaven. I like s_ring with its green knocks at his 'door and the angel waits to see ._.

growth, its flowing streams, its revirescent hope. I whether he will obey him el; reje(_t him. These ar_ . "'/ truelyletOandhiSloving.neglectedhelpmateWife:"FOrofher40husbahd,yearsSheand.waSbya
like summer with the litany of genUewinds_in the .precioUs and critical moments in the history-of the _,_. act and word worthily forwarded him as none elsetops of the trees its long.evenings and the Sg_.qs of. ,_ soul. In your life there may be that which you know
its birds. 'But best" of all like autumn. '1-li.k_'lts to be wrong and sinful.ln his mercy God has awak--, f,_t could n all worthy he did or attempted. She died at
m_st and haze. its cool morning air, its field strewn ened conscience, or has flooded your.heart with a . L(_ndon the 2 tst of April, 1866, suddenly snatched
with the blue' aster, and the goldenrod; the radiant sudden wave of contrition and sorrow. This is the from'him, and the light of his life as if gone out." It

• livery of the for'ests--"yellow, and black and pale. hour of opportunity, for nowchains of evil.habit ca_ has been said that the saddest sentence in English
and hectic red.!' But.how quickly the autumn pass-, be broken, which, if not broken, will bind us.forever, literature is that sentence written by Carlyle in his
esl It is,the perl'ect parable of all thatfades. Yester.-. Now golden goals can -be chosen and decisions diary, "Oh, that I had you yet for five minutesby my
'day I saw the forests in all their s pl.en.dor, and made which shall affect our-destiny forever, side, that m_ght tell you all."Hear, then, careless
Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of We like to quote those fine lines from the penof soul. who art dealing with loved ones as if mou
these, the late Senator Uohn J. Ingalls: wouldst have them always-with thee, these solemn

But tomorrow the rain will fall, the winds will " " words of warning from Carlyle: "Cherish what is
blow, and me trees will be stripped, and barren. Master of human degtinies am I/ dearest while youhave it near you, and wait not till

FamtJ,love, and'f(_rtune pn my footsteps.t#eit. .it is _[ar}*way. Blind and deaf-that we are, O think, if
Therefore, every returning autumn brings i]ome to - Cities and fields fwslk;.Ipenetrate thou yet love, anybody living, wait not. till death
me.the sense of the _reciousness of'life's oppor- Oeserts and fields remote, and. passing by .. sweepdown the paltry little dust clouds and clis-
tuflities--their beauty, but also their, brevity. It fills Hove/and mart and palace, soon Or late, . :
me with the desire to say not merely someil_ing I knock unbidden once at every"gate/ sonances Of the moment, and all be made at last so
about the way that leads to life eternal, but, with the .If sleeping, wake; it feasting, rise before - mournfully clear and beautiful, when it is toc late.:'
help of God, something Which shall move men to _turnaway. ltisthe.hourotfate . • . Onone of the early occasions when l _)reached()n
take the way of life now, today_ Taking our sugges- And they Whofollow me reach every state
tion, then, from this message of Paul in the prison at. . Mortals desire, and conquer everyfoe - this text in Philadelphia, there was present at*the
Rome to Timothy in far-off Ephesus--"Come before Save death; but those who doubt or hesitate, " serwce a student in the Jefferson Medical College
winter"--Iet us listen to some of those voices which Condemned to failure, penuryor woe, (Dr. Arnot Walker, New Galilee, ' Pennsylvania),

Seek me m vain and uselessly implore-,- When the service was over he went back to his room
now are.speaking so earnestly _o us, and which a t answer not, and I return no more. - " _ on Arch Street, where the text kept repeatir_g tself
year from today may be forever silent, in his mind. "Come before winter." "'perhaps," he

We all recognize the truth of this in.the things of
I. The Voice Which Calls for Reformation this world, but in a far more solemn way it iS true ... thought to himself. "1 had better writea letter to my" .mother." He sat down and .wrote a letter such as a

Your character can be amended and improved, of the opportunit!es of our spiritual life.. You can. mother delights to recewe from her sen. He took'the
but not at Just any time. There are favorable sea- build a bonlire any;time you please; but the fine fire
sons. In the town of my boyhood I delighted to of the Spirit, that is a differentthing.. God has His " "1like his sermons. He always seems letter down the street, dropped t n a mail_o_ and
watch on a winter's night the streams of molten momentl - - ' " " " to hit the nail on the head where you're returned to his room. The n'ext day in the midst of. . . . . . his studies a telegram was placed In his hand. Tear-
metalwrithing and twistin, g like lost spirits as they . We'cannot kindle When Wewill "' concerned." Ing It open he read these words: "Come home at
poured from thefurnaces of the wire mill. Before. The fire that in the heart resides. " " . . . once. Your m0ther is.dying.". He took the train that
the furnace doors stood men [n leathern aprons, The Spirit bloweth andis still; " " " . CoDvrlgnt 1978 Cilrlstlan Century Foundation. Reprinted oy

with iron tongs in their hands, ready to..selze.the " " In mystery the ao_l abides. • • permissionfromTheChrrst_anM,n,_trv . . . night for Pittsbu[gh, and'then another, trainta. . the
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town near the iarm and. hurrying up the stairs. The reason for this urgency is twofold. First.,,the ALL DROPINTO THE

found his mother still living, with a smile of.reoog- "uncertainty of humanlife. A Iong time ago, DaVid, _ F_W " " il__A MART

nition and satisfaction on her face--the smilewhich• in his last interview with Jonathai_ said. "As thy ¢ HUNG ! 111- ,if a man,has once seen• he can never forget, soul" liveth, there is but a step between me and
, _ RUnder ,tier. pillow was the etter he had written deaih." That is true of every one of us. BUt a step!

her after the Sunday night service, her viaticum and What shadows we are. and what shadows we A ? AND BROWSEA WHILEhearteasd as she went down into the River. The next pbrsue! • ' ' , , DE S
time he met me in Philadelphia he said. "1 am glad An old rabbi used to say to hlspeop e, "Repent
you preached that sermon. 'Come Before Winter.'" theday before you die." __,_,_"_i "'_'_- " " ' .... " '
Not a few have been glad because this sermon was "But." thi_y said to him. "Rabbi, we know not the __, ,_k w,
preached. Let us pray that the preaching of it tonight " day of our death."_ V _

shall move others-to do that which.shall make {heir "Then." .he answered, '•repent today." Come I_e- SPREADING THE 10. Good "black andwhite" glossy illes by "serving them Communion.
hearts glad inthe years to come. fore winter! .pictures are Defter man a thousand Beglnmng at 5 p.m. and scheduled at

Twice coming to the sleeping disciples whom He -The second reason why Christ. when he calls a "GOOD NEWS" words. Include ELgood caption of 10-minute intervals, I meet the fami-• - lies for erayer and serving of the ele-
had asked to watch with Him in the Garden of man. always says. "Today," and never,"Tomorrow.' - -Jr you are interested _nextending two paragraphs to add explanation to .ments. _y family assists in the..
'Ge{'hsem_ne,- Christ awakened the m and said with is that to.morrow the-disposition of a man's heart _, and mprov ng the .vis'ibility and "im- the picture• narthex b_greet ng incoming farnilies
sad surprise. "What, could ye not watch.with me one may have[ changed. There is a time tO plant, and a age of your church, you should not --William D: Smith and assisting with the small children.
hour?" When He came the third time and found time to.leap. The hearL like the soil, has its favor- Ignore the great potential (_ffered by . , This blesses the earsonage family to

them sleeping, He Iool_ed saclly .down upon them able sleasons. _Speak to my brother now! His heart the Ioca newspapers. Most of the FromMonde,#,_ort}lng New YorkN.YUsed share together m ministering io our
and said, "Sleep on now, 'and take "your rest:" is tenUer now! a man once.said to me concerning _temsprintt_d ]n the local media were o_permission1 families during this time..
One of those three• James, was the first of.the 12 his .brother, who was not a believer. Today a man sent to tnem by organlzattons - _ ask }h_ family togather around

- apostles to die for Christ and seal his faith with his ma_ hear this sermon and be interested. Jm_ressed_. churcheS,makeuse or(_tclubs•.theop_ortumty,lfyou wanttheto '_ the alt'ar where we have an oppor-

heart's blood. -Anott_er John; was to suffer im- "- almost persuaded, ready to take his stand for Christ following simple steps are offered as " i _ ;. tunitYfulspiritualt°reflecthappenlngsOnthe crisesandofthe .year.j_y"

prisonment for the sake of .Christ on the" isle that is and enter int_) eternal lit6. But he postpones his aguide.
called Patmos. And Peter was to be crucified for decision and "says: "Not tonight, but tomorrow." A 1. Survey yolJr area and identlly The Crtrlstmas.story serves as an ex-
His sake. But never again could those three sleep- week hence, a month hence, a year hence, he may " all the ocal papers that are distrib- c611entprelude for the Commumon.
mg disciples ever watch with Jesus in His hour of come back and hear the same call to repentance uted in, toe area served by your Relate Chr(st's birth to HiS death and

.agony. That opperlunity was gone forever! You say, and tq' faith, But it i_as absolutely no. effect upon church. Make a media list with names me meaning of Communion.bY men-
when you hear that a friend has gpne. "Why, it can- him. for his heart is as cold as" marble and the nf editors, reporters, addresses, and tioning the Son becoming fleshthro.ugh the Incarnation. Then move
not be oossible!, I saw him only yesterday on the preacher might as well preach to a stone or scatter deadline d_tes, to the scriptural psssage appropd-
corner of Smithfield and Sixth Avenue!" Yes. you: seed on the marble pavemenl below this pulpit. Oh. 2.. Focus ir_itially on three !ypes ofnews releases: On"me first Sunday morning of ate tothe Communion, It may,work
saw him.there yesterday, but you will never•see him f the.story of this.one church could be tbld, if the ra) ._ mohthty "pre- news re- each month I.invlte volunteers to we_,.to allow the family some time to
there again• YOU say you intended to,do this thing, stone sho'uld cry out of the wall and the beam out of " lease of all the events of the coming join the monthly Prayer £;ovenant Cir- . pray and reflect silently, They will
to speak this word of appreciation or amendmenl the timber should answer, what a story they c(_uld month (sent to newspapers on 20th- tie. I hand one of my calling.card's to want to meditate on.the past year's'_ , • •

or show this act of kindness: but now the vacant te of thosewho once were almost persuaded but of preceding month): each volunteer. "[hey. write their spir!tuel growth and the meaning of
chair, the unliftecl book, the empty place.will speak who now are far from the kingdOmof God.Christ (b) A."pre" news release on ah names and telephone numbers on it Christmas.' Following this. serve thff
[o you with a reproach which your heart canhardly said. "Today!" They answered. "Tomorrow!" qpcommg event (sent two or .three, anc return _tto me. On the following elements to the entire-family,

endure, "Sleep on now. and take your rest! Sleep! Tomorrow, and'tomorrow, and tomorrow, ,weeks before the event), " " . Wednesday evemng I present each This is an excellent t me for' (c) A "post" news release onan. member of the new group with a list teaching _he'children tr_e'slgnificanc'eSleep! Sleep forever! .... • - -., , ,
• .,......... _...................... ;-. event just concluded.(sent a few days "of all members in the cVcle and a of Communion. This experience "
And all our yesterdays have lighted fools - after the event)• " copy of this "Prayer Partner Pledge": strengthens family ties' and heals,

III, The Voice of Christ " The #ay to dusty death. '3. News releases should be con- "1 I will ;)ray daily for the pastor wounds between members of the
" More eager, more wistful, more tender than ariy , - ctse and to. the point. Answer the and for each other person In, the" family. Many families nclude the .

()ther voice is the voice of Christ which nbw I hear Once again', then, I repeat these words •df the quest'Ions of who, what, where, when." prayer circle married children and grandchildren.
calling men to come to Him. and tocome, before apostle. "Come before winter"; and as I pronounce and how--and sometimes_vhy," 2. I will deliberately consecrate Odr congregatio[_ has been extreme-
winter. I Wish I had been there whenChrist called them. common sense, experience, conscience. 4. Include in therelease c(_py'.the my whole reaeemec serf to God. I_;responsive.
His disciples, Andrew, and Peter, and James and Scripture. the Holy Spirit the souls of lust men - names Of people by"according to the -3. I will witness definitely.to.what --Paul M. Berger
John. by the Sea of Galilee, or Matthew as he was made ;)erfec!. and the Lord Jesus Christ'alr repeat Rev., ....... "Sam Jones; chairman," God is doing• for me: and will live _. - Nashville. Tennessee
sitting at the receipt of custom• There must have witl_ me, "Come before winter!" Come' before the "stated committee member .... from day.to day in openness to the
been a note no_, qnly of love and authority _ut of haze of Indian summer has. faded from the fields! 5,•On.the toe (above.the body),of Holy SpirWsguidance." - NEWCOMERS' LETTER
immediacy and urgency n His voice• for we read" Come before the November wind strips the leaves the release, give your name, address,.. A verse of scripture Is selected.to • • .
that they "left all and followed him." from the trees and sends them whirling over the " title, end phonenumber, be earned shared, and lived out by I send a personal letter to eac_/ 6., Write In the third persian. Avoid' the persons m the Prayer Covenant " newcomer ir_the area. I obtain their

The greatest subject which can engage the mind . fields! Come before th•e"snow lies on' the uplands - . any personal pronouns or any'addi- Circle. The group meets together 'names through referrals, Chamber of
and-attention of man is eternal life. Hence the Holy. and the meadow brook is turned to ice! Come be- tionar adjectives. Re member tllat from time to time during the month. .Commerce .public utilities, deyyspa-
Spirit, when He invites men to come to Christ, fore the'heart is (:old! Come before desire has failedl ,_h e you are writing me release;the Th_s has brought real revival to my -pers. or the Welcome Wagon service.
neve _says, "Tomorrow.'::but always, "Today." If yo u Come before life'is.over and your probation ended, newspaper, prints it as if the news- own heart and neW life to the whole The letter mus_,be individually typed
can find me one place Jn _l]e Bible where the Holy and you stand before God to give an account of the. : " paper were writing the story, church, or handwritten;" first-class postage. •'also helps. A duplicated form letter
Spirit says, "B_lieve rn Christ tomori'ow,.'_ or "Repent use you have made of the opportunities .which in His 7. Put all the key information in the
and be saved tomorrow,"l will cc)me down out of the grace He has granted to you! Come before winter! first and second paragraphs- --Luther S, Watson. makes a poor _mpression.• 8..Often mention cnurch's name Warren pennsylvania The goal of this letter is to inform
pulpit and stay out of it--for I would have rio gospel Come to tny God in time, and Include'the address at least once- " new persons that our church Is tnter-
to -preach. But .the :Spirit always says, "Today," Youth, manhood, old age past; . . n every release. • - CHRISTMAS EVE " ested In them, After mailing the letter
never, "Tomorrow;" "Now is the accepted time. • Come to.th)_God at last; 9: Mail:to _11papers at the same FAMILY COMMUNION I follow lip with a phone call or a vistt,
"Now Is the day of salvation." "To day ifye will hear - time. On a post-news release, write --Flichard Cornelius. . , . - . .

his voice, harden not youi" hearts." "While it is called usedby perrmss_onof IheClarenco'MacarlneyLlbrar_.-Geneva-CoI- and mall within3 a few days of the have found Christmas Eve to be a
To day." !age,BeaverFalls,Pa. " - • ' • event. . - - . wonderful tilT;e for ministering to tam- Midland. Michigan"
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, an abundance of sufferings is the opportunity for God to like this?" The expected answer is: "Of course noW' The
give us greater grace• second quest=on is: "Do I make my plans like a worldly

In verses 8-11 of chapter 1. Paul de_;cribes the intensity man according to the flesh?"'Paul had already told them
BIBLICALSTUDIES of the afflictio'n that he experienced in Asia for the put- in verse 2 that he did not make his plans according to

I)oses of the Kingdom. He does-not tell us what the fleshly wisdom. He does not say "yes" arid no" at the
. sufferings were but he argues that they were endured for same time, And so he asks the_ to validate his stance

• . " " Kingdom- purposes. The.impossibility of survival which before them in light of the travel pla'ns'. "
was so apparent to him served as an opportunity to It Is evident that the opponents at Corinth had Implied
learn reliance upon God. " that Paul's change in tra_'et plans Was evidence of his

" . In the para_'aph which follows, Paul discusses the. iqconsistency and therefore of his inadequacy as ao-

PAUL: A .MODEL OF CHRISTIAN HOLINESS - . ;'painful"or "severe" letter which he had written to them al_ostle.
: . _ - in order to solve th;e problem of the punishment t_'b,the C. The Faith'fulness of God "

• " " . - " majority of someone who had ('_ffended him. The beauty In verses .18. 19, and 20 Paul contends that his con-
• of Paul's reoemptive concern appears in this passage, sistency as an apostle is derivative from the faithfulness

First in a series of exegetical studies The immediate context thus |s a context reflecting the of God. Verse 18 begins with the word "faithfur ''in Greek.
- . . . intensity of the confrontation between Paul and the Faithful is God The underlying theological Implication is

• " • - ' " " church at Corintll It reflects stress and misuhderstanding that the faithfulness of God determines ti_e va idity of.the

" • -. ; - by. Morr s A. Weigelt ' . " • ". and difficulty, for, the apostle. Paul. apostle'SmixtureofW°rd'negativesPaUdeclareSandpositives.thathlSThewOrdproclamathasnot been,donof
" ' . . . IIh Flow.0l Thought Christ Jesus as the Son of God was an eternal alfirma-

" " Professor:of New Testamenl. Nazarene Theological Seminary • .' " • . • An examination of the thought processes of the apostie tive, for Christ is indeec the demonstration of the utter
. " provides a pattern to guide specific exegesis, reliability of a faithful God[n the final phrase el verse:19. Paul declares that the

• *" .... A..The Testimony of tlis Conscience_(vv. 12-14) . ' Promises of God nave become and remaln"la perfect
• • " Paulbeglns mesa verses With a•reference to the,testi-- tense) an eternal yes in Christ Verse 20 declares that the

SCRIPTURE: guided the church into adolescence. H_r deyotion to mony of his conscience. The witness of his conscLence, great vttrLety of the promises'of Go*d all f nd their vfflida-
_'-, ' • • Christ and to Paul was not yet mature. Between 1 end 2 ' " is thai he has conoucted himself properly before the tion in Chri.st. The reason that the "Amen" Ls sooken toFor our proud confidence ts this, the testimony 01 our

conscience, "that in holiness :anti godly sincerity, not in Corinthians Paul ha_ mace a flying visit fromEphesus CorinthLans. The conduct was comoleted, he argues, kn the glory of God thiough Christ is because He demon-
fleshly wisdom but in the grace o1 God, we have conduct- and was rebuffed to.eta 2 Corinthians 2:1, 12:14: 13:]). A holiness and go,dly sincerity, strates and certifies and validates and authenticates all of
ed ourselves in.the world and especially toward you. group of spiritual parasites, whom Paul calls "super- This verse contains a variant reading• Some manu- the promises of God. The word Amen ccmes from the

="For we write nothing else to you than what you read. ' .apostles"have led the church.to question Paul's apostle- scrcpts read "holiness" where other manuscripts read. _}ame Hebrew word as the word for truth with emphasis
andunderatand, and I hope youwill understand until the ship. " "slmplic ty.'.Both .words are Pauline words, Put the con- on the firmness, reliability, authenticity, and imr_utability• • ,. Now Paul writes 2 Corihthians'to defend toe basic, text here lovers"holiness.' Pau sdeclsions are made in of God.. The implication el verse 20 is that the word
end; light of the moral purity which God gives. The word sin- ". _ ., . validity of the gospel against' all accusations (and in the Amen is more than simply a liturgical ending to a praying,

"just eE you also pa.rtlally did understand us, that we process defend himself), to bare his heart to the Corin- cerity expresses an understanding ofa decisio[1 which Is but,is instead aprofound affirmation of the essential reli-
are your reason to beproud as you also are our_. m {he thians to complete the preparations for the o.ffering for made tn the light of the sun, and by "Jollification Carries ability of.the promises of God as they are demonstrated.
day of our Lord JesuS.. the Jews in 'Palestine. and to expose the recalcitrant nothing hidden. Both the s ncei;ity'and the holiness are in Christ.

from God and stand m specific contrast to fleshly wls-.="And in this confidence I intended.at lirst to come to minority• A brief outlineof the book with more specificity D. The Guarantee of God "
to you, that youmight twice receive a blessing; in the early section follows: " " " dora. Fleshly _visdom expresses an understanding of Pau de ends h s cons stency n yet another way in

L_;thatis. to pass your way'into Macedonia. and again 1:1-2 Salutation . the wisdom which.is bounded by the horizons of this two verses which exl_ress the power of God in the lifefrom Macedonia to come to you, and by you to be helped 1.:3-11 Thanksgiving for comfort 'n afflict On - world atone and express man'ssinful revolt against God. verses 21 and 22. The[e are.foLlr beaut iful:verbs in these
on my iourney to Judea. ".. " " 1:12--2:4 Paul's integrity of motive.and conduct Paul professes that his decisions nave aU been made Oy

_;Theretore, I was'not vacillating when I intended to do 2:5-11 The no or o_s olfender at Corinth the holiness and sincerity which God gives, yes indeed, by of Paul. " ....
this, was I? Or that which I purpose, do I purpose accord- 2:12-13 Waiting for news fro'm Titus at Corihth God's grace and not by earthly wisdom. Paul's integrity is The first verb is the verb establishes..The root meaning
ing.to the llesh, that with me there should be yes, yes 2:14--7.:4 "The Great Digression: Eternal verities defensible because he lives by the holiness and sincerity of this Greek verb reflects the obligations of a seller to
andno, no at thesame time? of gospel ministry of God whLch do not vary, He notes at the end of verse clefene the validity of asaleagaihst all'possibleclaimsof a

_"But as God is faithful, out- word to.you is not yes and 7_5-16 The arrival of.Titus--great relief 12 that the Corinthians had had a better opportunity to third party, tt is in the present tense and speaks of the
no. :8:1--9:15 . The grace of Christian glwng test the val!dity of this.statement than anyone else. • God who- keeps on conlirn';ing and sustaining those who

_For the Sen'of God, Christ Jesus. who was preached 10:1--.13:10 Paul affirms _ DostolJc aut nprity over the In verses 13 end 14 Paul argues that he has v_r=tten are His own.
minoi'ity to them In complete transparency• What ne has said and. The second verb LSin me eorist tense and is variously

among you by us_by me and SilvanLts and: [imothy_ 13:11-14 Final greetings what he has written are consistem wltl_ each other and' translated as either anointed or commissioned. The,root
was not yes and no. but.is yes in Him. " • he hol_es that the Corinthians will understand, totally as of the word is the same root as that found in the Greek. . word Christus which refers to me, Messiah, the Anointed.

2_j
" For as many as may be the promises of God, in Him • • . they have .oh;eddy understood him part_ally, Tile boast One. PaUl says that we [.note the inclusion of the wor_

they are'yes: wherefore also by Him is our Amen to the II, Immediale Context which he hasbeen making =s necessary, for the man m : " "
glory of God through us. - " Christ lives in anticipation of the day of'our Lord Jesus 'u_ in this verse, for ne Is no longer referring.simply to

=_Now He who "establishes us with you in Christ and The immediate context includes the theological atfirma- " Christ. The constant anticipation of the imminent Second himself but to all those who live within the p[omisds of
anointedus is God. tions of the total letter, in -facing the pressures that were Coming places an urgency and emphas_s upon the life- " God}inthe haVeOidTestamentbeenanb nted.oftheOYanointG°d:ng.ofThemet_phOrprophets,oriests,iSused

placed upon him Paul emphasizes the "great eternal style el the Christian. - and kings.
"who also sealed us and gave us the Spirit in our hearla truths. He riotes the total adequacy of God's grace'in "

B. Significance of theTravel Plans (vv. 15-17) The third verb is the verb sealed (also in the cedar
as a pledge. , every situation. He expresses 'oh understanding of the' The words in thisconfidence refer back to verses 13 tense). God sealed us. The metaphor of sealing refers to

•"But I call God as witness to my soul, that.to spare nature of rninistry as ne defends his apostleship. He
you.I came no more to Corinth, . ai_gues that the _ew coverlant in Christ is superior to the . _nd 14.'PaLJI has just stated his confidence--his,per- the sta_np of atv=ne authenticity end securdy and.purity.

'_Not that we lord over your faith, but are workers w/trr old covenant because it _s accompanied by thd unh_- t suasion--that the Corinthians would understand fully as
you for your iov; for in your faith you ere standing firm. dared presence of God in Christ. He discusses the under- t they have understood partlally.'ln such a confidence he The fotJrth ;_nrase is: "God gave us the pledge_ the

(2 Cot. 1:12-24 NASa)" standing of the place of suf_'ering in the gospel• .He writes: "1hed dec dad previously to come to you i_ order down payment of the Spirit in. our hearts." The pledge
expresses a beautifiJr uhderstand ng of the nature.of • that you mlgl_t have' a dquble blessing." The double .was'the first installment or deposit given in advance as a ,

blessing Is then dot|ned in verse 16. He wished to come security. It was a small fraction of the future endoW-
I. Basic Background Material: reconciliation, The letter as a,whole includes an excellent tothem en route tc Macedonia end then td return to ment. Thesamemetaphorlsfound nthefrequentPauline

theology of confrontation In pressure-packed situations.
Paul is writing to the church at Corinth m A.D. 56. Paul The immediate context als0 inclu'des the material.which " Corinth [rein Mec(_donl;_. and have the Corinthians send phrase, the f rstfruits of the Spirit• ,. •

has been a missionary_for nearly a,decade alrdady and a immediately precedes the passages With which we will be him on h s Journey to Judea.: The double blessing Is " These four I_eaut tel verbs combine In this passage tothus a double visit to the Corinth ans. The expected an- show the great underlying and undergirding stab I ty
Christian for nearly a quarter of a century. His Jove for dealing. In the opening section ofthe.letter, Paul gwes.
Christ has only deepened and matured as he faces, the pr'aise to God who Is the Father of mercies and God of all swers (according to the Greek). to the questions in verse,n providedgroundlessnessbYGod. PaUloftheC°mblneSmutterlngstbeSeoftdeashlsoppo.nentst°show

" 1'7 are r]egatve The first question Paul asks them. I the
problems of this stormy church. _. comfort. The praise is due God Decause God always .light of what I have already said, Can be accused, Or with reference to fickleness and Instability.. The rhetoricalThe birth of the church was difiicull in itself• In 18 comforts us in the midst of our affliction in order that we of this passage is: _'How can someone In

months during the second missionary journey', P.aul had may transmit that same comfort to others. For this i_eason, should I be accused of vacillating when I made plans argument
- " - 49
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whom the Spirit of GOd dwells be faithlessand msm- The whole passage could easily ee used in a proclama-
cere?" The evident answer _s: "No way. ben of Paul as a model of Christian holiness in the midst

E. Workers Together for Joy" of" pressure.. The introduction for such a sermon would : THE MINISTER'S MATE
In verse 23 Paul uses an oath to express me certainty include a reference to the mtensjty of the persecution

that he felbthat his decision was made to spare the which Paul is facing in this Corinth=an situation and the

peopleat Coi'inth:Heexptainsthisdecls,on,nverse24 templet,on toresPond totheaccusahonsof inadequacy _ _\ ," //.

Paul =sd_c;lar!ng that he doe_ not wish to mampulate or as an apostle w_th human reachons.lnstead of such hue'
dominate them m any way. but declares instead that they man reactions. Paul models for us the nature of Christian . . ,. i " "
are "fellow workers together for jo_." The Greek construc- holiness in' the midst of pressure• " " . .

t,on'is seldom visible in English. The phrase -workers The first point inthesermon would beverses 12-14.- ___

together'; is a noun. in the plural. "We are workers togeth_: des=gnatmg the testimony of his conscience. In tn_s sec-

er." "Workers together" ,s followed bythe genitive of lion contrast should be drawn betweenlivmg bythegrace 'THEREjoy. In technical Greek understanding this is an objective of God instead of by worldly w_sdom and making deci-
genitive• We are workers together whose object and pur- sions by earthly wisdom re'contrast to making decisions • ' ' " "' - .
pose is your joy. Since the•joy is the primary pu.rpose of m the lioliness and sincerity from God. The first section . .

Paurs ministry, it is difficult toaccuse him'of being am- of the sermon could then:end with reference to living ...... AN ////"%Dlguous or lying to the people.about his change Jn transparently each day m the.hght of the.imminence of " • '
travel plarls . . . the return of Christ In verse 14b.. _ - . .

The final phrase of verse 24 is: :'For you stand firm m The second point of the sermon would dwell upopt_he b_/JaniCeFish • ANGEL- -your faith/' "Stand firm" is n the perfect tense _nd faithfulness of" God which, flows through His obedient
expresses a stance which began rn the Past and has people m the-midst of oressure. Paul here has argued • " . -- . Pastor's wife, Ridgefield, Washington . .
existing results. Paul even treats.his opponents opt=m_s- that God's faithfulness (which is a m_tfer of natwe and

not decision] flows mrough His people. That faithfulness
ticaliy, . has been .ope01y and unmistakably demonstrated in .__ ..=., _--w.'-'_. i' " " "

IV. Theological Affirmation Christ who I,ves in us.so that there are no double m.e,n- """ MY BAc• n0,Oo0.0.o .o, u,to.eorom. .,ve0oco o IN KYAKU!
• The theological affirrhations of this passage are readdy and remain an everlasting yes, an tuner _ffirmative. un- " "
visible. The undergirding theme is the comp!ete and total contaminated by .negatives. The point of tl_is section

. reliability of God. God Is indeed faithful. This faithfulness would be that the trustworthiness of God is oui; base of
of God has been demonstrated and certified and autheh, operations That trustworthiness frees us from being de- " " " ' " " "
tlcated n Jesus. Christ who valJdates all God's many fensive and uphght and insecure. " " " - " "
prommes to us. And so we express our faith in that great A third point would emphasize tile g Lmrantee of God's
reliability through our amens tothe glo¢y of God. The Spirit wdhlh us. Attention could well be drawn to each of . church, and about 35 excited .long . . again giving ir_ to
proof of these marvelous prom=sos ts guaranteed to us'by - The small inconveniences of a "the presence of His Spirit in our hearts. For it is God who these malor verbs discussed in the flow of thought above.

has. anointed and. sealed and given us Hi's"Spirit ir_ our Use illustrations to express me meaning and purpose of churchPars°nagehadseemednexttod°°r.growt°theout_ teenSinthe werecostumes,takingandtUrnstakingdressingtheir" thoughtSof.acabinet self-pitYonahil" ' beside:dreamingthe
llwng m Christ through God's dynamic, creatwe stability. . with no phone, no odor-

hearts as a guarantee, and it is the presence of the Sprat The guarantee of t-tis Spirit provides a stance in.which we of proportion during the Christ- • places in the I_ve nativity scene, sea.
which is the.establi§hlng stabiiity in Christ. " " may face recrimination and misunderstanding and pres, . -

In.light of these beautiful theological affirmations. =t_s sui:es of all" kinds with,lransparency; sincerity and non- - mas season, too many drop-in When I walked out to see how bell, and no people to be seen in
nc wonder that Paul began the passage with the reference defensiveness. Paul is. a. beautiful model of living the life visitors before and after service_, they.10oked, it was really so love- any direct on.
to a-pure conscience, open and transparent because his
decisions had been made n holiness and godly sincerity, of Christian holiness in the midst of great pressure. . "_ too ma_y activities- with children ly. "0 Little Town of Bethlehem" What was that noise in the

The fourth point would reflect the theme of ."workers wanting .to check out our back was being played on the public- backyard? A glance out the kitch-
Only m Christ may we truly become workers together for together for joy." Paurs purpose, declared.with an oath.
toY. " notes that..there are no selfish mobves in'view. The - dOor, or needing to use our bath- address system. As. I watched, en window prompted me to take

V. The Proclamatl0n ' absence of selfish motives frees us fr.om the need to be room becau.se "the one at the several cars came, and parked, a" closer look.. - there was an
defensive. The absence of selfish motives leaves us to church is busy." I was begibning and the families came close to arlgel in my bapkyard!! His'wings

A sermon on the faithfulness of God as the base for the sublimate our _uman rea(:tions in the grand purposes of to feel the pressures too keenly, see and pet the animals..:rhe little were a' little uneven, his I_alo had
life of the Cht_istian could easily be created. Another Go(_ ane become wholesale Supply centers for the dis-
sermon on the Christ-as the demonstration.of God's .tributionofGod's.grace. Wearefreedthentodowhatever and, to behonest, lwaslndulging ones. who came to see were so "pomp etely disappeared his
validity and reliability with emphasis on Jesus as the is necessary to free people from the prison, house of In a :little self-pity on tl_Isf'cold, impressed,.e_pecially when the_" jeans and sneakers were showing

great "Amen" who validates these promises could well be mistrust and disharmony, that they may walk'-through rainy Tuesday night. • heard the sounds of sheep out'in under his white gown. and . . .
preached. Another sermon Idea.could center onverses 21 the door into a life of joy: " " The, teens in our church had the darkness." In answer to their' what ir_ the world is he .doing?
and 22: The life-style of the Christian as he is estab- Ad(_ your illuslrations and tailor the message tomeet
Ilshed and anointed and sealed and has.the Spirit in his -the needs of your specific audience, chosen thiS. night tel" their 'live inquiring look. "Joseph" said, " He's puttin_ a goat in the back'of
heart as. a guarantee. ' Yet another sermon might be . nativity. They had advertised, and "Those are the sheep in the fields, ° our'statior_ wagon!! I couldn't be-

proclaimed from verse 24. on the expression'"workers 'From'the NewAmerican Standard S_ble. • The LocKmanFounds* wbrked very hard to get the shel- where the shep.herds are wQrk- lieve my eyes.'l started'to, laugh.
together for Joy." " " . I_on.1960.1962.1968 1971 1972.1973.1975 Usedbyporm,ssmn ter of fir boughs ready. _ome ant- ing. They were the first ones to (And it sure felt good. It hacl been

• ° . -

" - . - reals hadbeenloaned .alittle hear about Jesus' birth, butmost too long since I had really
-black.:ano-white calf (from a of them had to.go back.to work laughed.) With the laughing, all"

PREACHER'S EXCHANGE Catholic dairy family); some now." my thoughts of self-pity flew out

goat_,: B, horse, who was soon It .was very. moving and the the door. It wasthe beginning of

FOR SALE: Antique BOoks: Two volumes of Set- WANTED: The Works of John Wesl(_y. Arian Hos- exiled back to his barn because teens decided '_o make this part Christmas for me.
monsbyRev. John Wesley, A.M.,publlshedbyLane kins, 5433 Tomahawk Fairfield. OH45014: he couldn't leave the hay alone; of their ministry to the community Now, there.are advantages and

and Scott, New York, 1852. Also The Life of the "..... and a Bassett hound named each year.'l was. proud of them, d s advantages to the parsonage

Rev. John Wesley,. A.M._ by Richard Watson, 1848; WANTED: Bound Volume I of Christianity Today - i:zeklel, who alsq was exiled, be- as I sat in my warm robe and ; next door to the church, but I

DwJght"L. Moody--His Life andLabors, memorial magazine. Will pay $50.00. Clayton Sohletewitz, 400 • • cause he couldn't leave the goats slippers; watching cars drive in wouldn't ever want to feel sorry

volume by Rev:'_ Henry Davenport Northrop, D.D., N. Sunset Ave., La Puente CA 91744. alone.. " and out.-Then, it was over.., for mysell about it again.., after

1899; Mothe_',.Home, and Heaven, byE, B. Treat. " " _ • S0me of our faithful ladies had 1 went ahead with my laundry, all, the next time the doorbell •
1678-82. All In good condition. For information or to WANTED: The Spirit.of God, by G. Campbell Mor-
maKe offer write Rev. Albert L:. Lepley,'1526 D, gan. Willard G. Steele, 27 Maple St., East Aurora. come to fix hot chocolate at the which had been. negt.ected too rings, it might be an angel!

O!dtqwn Manor. Cumberland. MD 21502. NY 14052. " •
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" themselves under the Lordship of
" '_"_' J Chr st As St. Paul says in Rein.

• " "r_

CHURCH ADMINISTRATION 12 3, "Don t cherish exaggerated
Ideas of yourself or your Impor-

" " • lance, but try to have .a sane
" estimate of yet)( capabilities by

DON'TEATTHEDAISIES . . _thellght of faith that God has gtv:• - " _ . t ' en to you all'.". ,
.. Raising thesense of self-worth

PLkNT TBEM ": " . .. among ourpeople.wlllralsecon-
'" = sclousness of God's InWard

. i " ministry of cleansing and equip-

by Nell Hightowe'r _ ping by the Holy Spirit.. " - ," "., I have decided that l am build-.

" " " _ President or Canadian Nazarene'College " " . I ; ing an organism, a portion of.the
" "" : ' " ' " " ' " " ' " . " " Body. of Christ, not an organiza-

• • . . - . - , . , , ,." ,,.
.... " • • tion. Like Nehem=ah, when re-

There III a grea t opportun!ty of whole: body. is to build people tion engineers, or "imagine•ring.:' quested by Sanballat to meet him
doing u=eful work, and there are "into the mature image of Christ. These are church ,leaders .who in one. of the villages of the plain
many people against me (1 Cor. Church leaders are faced with have found a quiet place, before, of One, my reply is: 'I amdoing a

16:9j." the very practical question_ "How God .".. leaders, who in 'prayer ,-_f _" great work so that I cannot come
do I get 'people toquit merely bring the throne room of God ./ down."

The world would rather con- fishing and to begin catchmg?"or, down to ."the plain of One," to -.*_'J" _ " I am not 13uilding my.kingdom," I
.sume than conserve. Eating 'i_ow do I get people to move use the words o:f Nehemiah, We am'building God'S kingdom, lam
seems more exciting, than plant- from a focut_ on yesterdayto fo- then begin to look at our place of laying holder visions and dreams
!ng, Many church leaders would cus on tomorrow?." - assignment through the eyes of • " that arebigger than I am. am .- ..
rather fi._h than catch_ A. truly Your immediate answer must, the L0re and not through the • thrilled. 'at the 0pportunty more
dyed-in:the-wooJ fisherman nov- be: "1. myself• Will. be willing to . eyes of Sanballat or Gashmu.. challenging.
eraskshisfetlow.fisherm_ln,'"A're mo,_e from fishing to catching.' the •opposers of Nehemiah and "' ",,. ',' ',":, • ' ' St Paul's words in Rein. 12:
you fishing?" but rather. "Are you from yesterday to tomorrow." Ac- the Jewish•people of his day. We ' " " 10-11 "say it well: "Let us -have
•catching anything?': In the church complishmg that hurdle'will be a will have the same positive v!ew- '_ButI_mNOT a salesmant I'm your pastor!. real warm affection for one anoth-
an inordinate amount of•time is major task: but let us assume you, point of our text, "There is a great ihave been for 10years!" er as" between brothers, and a
often spent on the mechanics, the ha';'e done =t. ILIow do you -moti- ..opportun ty, and many adver- willingness to let the other man
approach, the delivery, but too lit- -vat• people to-move instead of sanes." . have the credit. Let us not allow
tie on catching and conserving• meditate? • • . . " " . Chui'ch leaders with a vision " " "

Wemust ask.ourselvesa Oasic " " • Wiri people by establishing drarlces "t.o any plan. of goal. slackness to spoil ou¢ work and
question. What is our philosophy Grasp your mimsion, :l'he great-- have decided that maintenance personal relationships, Leaders who want tc motivate let us keep the fii'es of the spirit
of ministry? Is it to build an or- •st motivating force in the world Work--a"survival mentality--is •,Makethe prospecting a their followers will usethelr ener- burning, as we do our'work for
ganization or an organism? You is a sense of .missloh. Every.. not good enoughfor God's work. . foundation of bridging; but gyto-water flowers (solutions) God,"

The_/ will .begin • to. imagine great • May the blessed Holy Spirit, thecan build an organizationon dig- national leader, every army corn- • not the bridge, instead of weeds (problems). We
its, statistics, and methods. But mander, and every Olympic things: their dreams will be bigger - ." • Afflrm that the bridge is peo- must cease feeding problems, Heaven)y Motivator, rekindle our
You can build an organism-_a coach knows the tremendous in- than the_/ are. They wil!, because ple-needs_ and concent'rate on opportuni- motvations to build bigger than
Body--only on the living, pulsat- fldence of a c'aptivahng sense of "of'this viston begin to' plan for to. build for tqmorrow_-
ing needs of people St. Paul. mission. Jesus knew'this when He" tomorrow Instead of:yesterday. People'.sensitivity, in essence, ties. As St. Paul says In Rein. 12: "" • not yesterday, May. Ha help us

enunciated the .Church's philoso- estabhshed the Gi'eat Commis- Their plans will have flexibility, is Walking in the other person's 21, "Take. the offensive--over- we 'are;. . . • power evil by good!" afresh to become .motivators in

phy of ministry very clearly in aion. but;they will be focused on mak- " ' shoes. " " " Raise the self-respectof your the church by:
Eph. 4:12-13: .Our mission is not merely'to ing :disciples. They will concen- .- .Practice good listening, Lead- people, Because of our misun-. • Grasping our mission

make.decisions but'to make dis- ti'.ate on .raislrg a missior7 . ,; ,, ' " . -' ersare pitchers, to use a base- derstandlng of scriptural teaching a Obtaining a vision- '
"His gifts were made that. ciples; not merely to "persuade through a vision• This will attract " _allconcept.Good leaders realize a]0out the crucifixion of carnality, • Developing peopla-sensitiv-
Christians migh{, be • properly . but also to equtp. We must be men and money• that pitching Is more effective if we tend to produce a.fa!se esti- Ity

ecluipped'for their service, that clear On this.. Program does not Develop p_ople-sensitlvlty, they know how. to.catch. This in-. mat•of ourselves. St. Paul's great • Practicing good listening
the whole body might be built generate the mission, it must sup- Church leaders with a'vlsion of a volves listening to persons. . crucifixion t'est in Gal. 2:20 does a Concentrating on solutions
pp until the time comes when,, port the mission. Money is gener- mission will not let themselves.be _ • Listen with your eYes as well as not teach the cv'uclflxion of the • Raising the sense of self-
in the unity'of common fatth ated by a mission, not for it. viewed as .scenery or mach nery, your ears. Listen tethe nonverbal self, butthat'ofthe carnal taint Of worth
and common knowf_dge of the Money and people-commitment but as sensitive humans. They talk. Listen to the value Systems a belle_/.er's ego,-It teaches the . Our opportunltylsas big as our
Son of God. we arrive at real doesn't flow to ,the organization will not try to be "little tin gods," underneath the language cloth- release of the cleansed self, tO be consecration.
maturity--that measure'of de- with the greatest need, but to the 15utwarm,,a ;)proachable people,. Ing. a person growing in the Image of .•All quotationsfromthe NeWTesfamentIn
velopment which is meant by one with" tt]e greatest mission: They will practice good people- Concentrate on solutions. The. Ch.fist. ModernEnglish,RevisedEdition,© J. e, Phil.

'the fullness el Christ'.." Imagine an overpowering Vi- flow principles: . • " - easiest thing for any group to do We must help our people to es -_ _nps,1gt8.:1960.1972 By permissionof the
Our seryice, the ministry of the alon. The cllurch needs imagina- • Bring people.toward you is list negative factors, or. hin- tabllsh a good, sane estimate of Macr.[H_PublishingCo..Inc.
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We can easily recognize the striving in their own strength to meeting. He needed to be re-
be i_erfect. "Too often• the end minded that "faith isadaring con-mn_ ..... °_- Injustice of a father demanding

WI_SlEyANA adult behavior-and fntellige0ce results of this symptom are either fidence in God's grace." It wasfrom e six-year-old child. We can despair (I'm not oerfect and never only then that he could trust n
" also conceive of.the emotional will.be!) or hypocrisy (I'm not per- Christ "alone (and not his own

and psychoiogical damage such fect but VII put on _Jgood showl), good performance) for salvation.
Lllrement would pr:oduce in The final manifestation of this Withthls solid foundation of justi-

TH E WESLEYAN SyN.DROH E that child...But spiritual damage Wesleyan-synarome is, spiritual fication bygrace, he could thencausec by preachinga perfection insecur ty. ,If salvation depends preach a fullsalvation attainable
• based more on human striving upon human endeavor, how is it by that same grace--not human

divine enabling IS equally ever possible to know if our el- effort. "Going on" for Wesley was

• by Clarence Bence Professor. United Wesleyan College devastating to,the child of God! forts are good enough.to merit the opening of one's-Iif_ to the
• This Wesleyan syndrome or God's approval? We are thrown power and activityof God--a pro-

. distortion can lead first to a corn- 'back on a treadmill of works; gression from grace to grace-

" - - pulslve spirituality ; . • a constant trying d ssperately to earn' divine rather than a compulsive push to
Ithough John Wesley clearly followers that they must work out. Wesley resisted the Reformed struggle to do better because of "brownie points" but always d0.better tomorrow by trying har_

A identified- himself and the- their own salvation, as well. by syndrome .of spiritual laxity by feelings.'of inadequacY rather haunted by the biblical truth that der. The provisions of salvation

. Methodist moyemen,t w!th Pro- " deeds•of re pentance and Iove._ calling his followers to strive to; - than confidence in Christ .-. : a we ca.n never do enough to merit must always be preached "by way
ward the goal: in fact, the whole continual fear of failure and divine our salvation or sanctification• 0f'promise, always drawing, rath-

tesiantism and its central doctride The Calv(nist expression of thi_ of Wesley's theological, under-of s_llvation by grdce alone, he disapproval rather than advan- Soon this cancerous Insecurity er than driving. ''ssyndrome centerecl in the doc- Out of Aldersgate came a new
constantly attacked What he con- trine of perseverance (eternal standing can be found in his " turesome abandon, to the cause spreads from the question of "Am

.,constant use of the command tO " of Christ. Christians withthis dis- perfect?" to the more devastat- perspective for Wesley "that

sidered to be a basic flaw in.the security). They. concluded that if _'go on .." Ih Wesleyan soteri- ease can only put themselves mg question,."Am even saved?" placed h'uma_ responsibility in
thought'of both Luther and Cal- one was among the elect and was ology there is no place for slack- •vin. These refo'rmers in speaking down. living Out a spiritual inferi- What I havedescribed is not proper subordin alton to the di-adopted into the family of God.
out'against the works-righteous; . _ mg under the excuse that "God orit_, complex, always demanding Weslay's teaching, it is the dis- vine prerogative to save and
hess of Roman Catholicism, had no human action could jeopar-dize-that status beg'ore'God, will take care of it." The Christian of themselves. (if not other:s) if, tortion that so easily creeps Into sanctify. We woulddo well to Join

emphasized divine. sovereignty, Wesley correctly Observed that life is a way to the Kingdom and perfection of performance that our holiness circles, producinga with Wesley In "adding to theand initiative in the.redemption " cannot be achieved by human sick form of.Christianity that .constant use of all the.means of

of humankin_d. But Wesley de- this understanding destroyed one every pilgrim,on the way must
tectedintheir:(heol_ogicaldescen -" of the majdr incentives for the keep moving Onward through the endeavor Such a.compulslve oeeds the cure of the-gospel, . grace, continual prayer for this

- - holy life and provided arationale various stages, in- the order of - drive for perfect on may become John Wesley discovered this cure very thing, a full reliance on the
dantsa tendency toward spiritual" sulcldal.'for as many people de- himself at Aldersgate. Blshc p blood "o:f Christ shed. for me; a
az hess and moral laxity syrup- for a do-as-you-please approach salvation, from repentance to new• birth. _o entire sanctification, and stroy themselves by setting goals Ens'ley describes Wesley in-1738 trust in Him as my Christ, es my

to the Christian " "ie Us ng even beyond in growthin perfec- " " • ""toms of the age-old"heresy of " .too I_igh as by setting no goals as a"vict m ol the spiritual fatigue sole Justification, sanctification,
antinomianisr_. This "Reformed scriptural "arguments. Wesley tion.' Wesley warns those who.., at all. -.. which overtakes the perfection- and redempt Ion.''7

preached that human responsi-- would relax that "it is impossiblesyndrome" was not so much an - Accompanying this compul- ists. ''_ '
explicit teaching of eithe_ Luther bility was essential not only in. For allhis piety, there was little 1. Seehis sermon."On WorkingOutOur

attan ng, but also maintaining the that any should retain what they slveness is a tremendous sense ownSalvation."Works.Vh506.
or Calvin. but father a distoi'tion receive, without impl'oving it,"f of guilt, blaming oneself for every of spiritual _erit in the Wesley of 2 See'FreeGrace."WorksVII:373..gift of salvation. '2 "_ Work_, V: 234. Also "On the W(_ddlng Garment,*'of a sol d theological:truth by . without panting after holiness, failure and shortcoming of the the Holy Club or in'Wesley, the 3 See "The Lord Our e]ghteOUSn,ess.'

those .who misunderstood the Luther's concept of simu/iustis Each must:press on to the goal Christian life. We know alltoowell missionary _o Georgia, for here vH:3tl.
scriptural doctrine of _alvation. et peccator (at the same time jus- and the goal is nothing short of those Christians who are always was perfection by personal striv- 4• worksIh204;XIh366" ' . Ensley, John Wesley: Evangelist

,, (Nashville; Method ist Evangelistic MaterialS,

Among Wesley's Morawan tiffed and yet a sinner)provided perfection.-purity of heart, and "trying to be holy,, but repeated- ing, not by the touch of God_ s. Franc,s
" 6. Works, V I1: 286. " "

friends, this' syndrome appeared the theological foundation for this life. .ly return :to the altar to confess Wesley needed t0 hear Luthei" in lg66),p _6..
as a .".doctrinal Of stillness," ad- Reformed syndrome. Byempha- But.thet:e Is an equally danger_' • the same sins, because they are that Wednesday night prayer . . 7 Worksl:102. " .
vocatlng that, •since God's ;)re- sizing that one's righteousness " ous "Wesleyan syndrome" that ... " " - - . .

destinating decrees.could'not be was only in Christ and that all grows put of this call to '_go on." A _ _EI._._W._ P -SUGGESTED READING -manipulated by. _uman action, human efforts were meahingless distortion of Wesley leads to an _J_E_ ]F_R _1_ Castee,.Jo_n(ed._.TheC_ee,VeU_ ot ,nte,,oer_o,e,G,OU_t, IbeChurch Today. New York: Association Prose, 1968.
stoners should walt quietly for and offensive to God, Luther oppressive religion dev0id-of Joy
salvation, making no attempt to opened'a Pandora'sbox for.those and peace in Jesus Christ. Foi" if (Continued from page 11) Colemsri,Lyman.AnyofhisSerendipitybOOKS •Edge, Flndley. The Greening el fhd Church- W_co, Tax.: Word Books,

• - " 1971,

draw nigh to God through prayer," who would "sin bravely but be- one preaches perfectionism with- .7. Have a special emphasis on fellowsh] p. Reid,Clyde,atouf_sAlive--ChurchAlive.NewYork;HaroelandRow "

attendance at services, or acts of llevemore bravely•" Wesley out maintaining the Protestant to- An Outside resource person may have more 1969, - " ' "
people experience some- elcnaras, Lawrence. 69 Hays fo St_tt a'Study Grou_ and Kee_ It Growing.repentance. Wesley's dismay at agreed with Luther that righ- cus of salvat!on as a'gift of God's "iaverage" to helpthe GrandRagdsZon_ervan673 - .

this passive attitude led to his teousness was imputed through . grace through faith, the Wesleyan thing new in a r_onthreatening manner. The SnyderH_ward The Problem'olWlnes_lns. Downersa_.ove,lll.:Inter-
parting company with the Mora- Christ's atoning sacrifice, but also emphasis upon huma n responsi- pastor and leaders can then follow up, va.rsitypress.1975. .

vlans. He proclaimed the impor- insisted that this righteousness billty and endeavor b(_comes Developing the midweek service intc an arena fo_" _. Quotedhy BruceL_sonin The'RelationalRevolution(Weed.Tax.:
tance of using all possible means was imparted to the believer', (_xaggerated into an impossible fel.lowship requires knowing both from study, and wordBooks,.1976),p.13.2, van Soszormeny_-r_agy and Geraldine Sl_ark, Invisible Loyedtes

to prepare oneself for receiving transforming the' sinner into a demand, "Be ye perfect" is no from experience what fallowshi p is and then a plan (NewYork:HarperandRow.lg'/3),P. 8.
the gift of salvation. While recog- new creation who must live out longer a g_'acious invitation--it is to navigate from "here" to "there" so that those who " 3. G. CampbellMorgan.TheBirthof the Churcd(OldTagpan,N.J.:. " . Flernlng H. RevelL 1968), D. 162. "

nlzlng the primacy of God's pre- "his or. her righteousness.or else a driving command,, totally un- need the'fellowship do not fall overboard because _. ibl_.._ 1_1.
venlent grace In. the work of lose the salvation attained by. attainable by any measure of. the shlp Went too fast for them: . . . 5 Ibld. g. 162.
redemptl0n, he reminded his faith. _ human striving. . 55
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,, I suppose it is the design that I should say a few gaze and the teachings of the Divine Spirit, to see
• things in reference to the _vork to which we' are ful'ther along these lines' of Christian truth, until

THE.CHRISTIAN MINISTRY j called as Christian pastors, and the best conditions bathed in its light, and rejoicing in its power, they
- " " jj-- in which each pastor, in _is own way, can do this tell it to others. And though this science is not in its
" " ., work. The' office, is nothing only as it represents amp rcal period, still It may not be learned by rote,

. . . • _ the work,to be done, and each man, animated by and taught, as pqssibly some sciences may. Every-
" "_._. the same s p/tit, must do this work somewha't in where are there unexplored depths, and it is only

his own way. As Dr, Parker has intimatedthat it is aswe gaze into these depths, and come with tlr]e

THE PASTOR.Z _ OFFICE not sc dilficult to know what to preach as to be in sense of their n,inite glory fresh upon us. thatwet_ condition so that the Holy'Ghost,can preach through can teach them efficiently to others.
- . . us--so in all ourwork the details _f howlt shall be The pastor is a perennial fountain of moral

done are r_ot-so important 'as to be in condition so influence and power. Whether It goes forth from his

by P, F. Bresee {1838-1915) that we may be an efficient agent through whom pu'blic ministr.ations, or in gentler flow from the
the Holy Spirit.may.work. influences of his personal presence, wherever, and

The workof the pastor embraces alldepartments In whatever way he touches "soclety_ he imparts to

Htstoricalintroduction by Carl Bangs, Professor of Historical Theology, St. PatJl'sSeminary, Kansas City, Missouri. sometimes°fthe works peak°f,theofevangelists,Christian ministr,Y:andteachers,WhileandWe thatitof hiSgoesOWnforthmoralfromSpiritualthepastorllfe"It thetisthlsismoralmoreforcethan.
pastors; still the ,work of the pastor embraces, in a . anything else the measure of his power, and the
large degree, all classes of work. He must do the " criterion of his usefulness. He may have knowledge'

This essay, on "The Pastoral Oft institutions. Others dealt With public firm." Bresee was still in the midst .,) Work of an evangelist. He must teach.all men wh()'sit of the ti;uth and gifts to proclaim it, and be apt to
rice" was delivered bY Roy. P. F. issues, which at that time were tom- of his involvement with Mexican m/n- "
Bresea at an 1881statewide conven: perance," Sabbath observance. "and ing stock, and he had taken on the tinder his ministry. He must feed the flock of God teach, yet if truth has not so permeated him With" "with tenderest care, providing for the sheep and the her rarest glory, so that he imparts a moral power,
tlon of the Methodist Episcopal the pl"ess.' care of hisown aging parents. It was :- - . which makes h s own unseen life draw men and im-
Church'in Iowa. Bresae. later to be Bresee's paper was preceded by a situation that the underpaid Metho. lambs. " "
perhaps the prmcl_oaljoun_er of thb an earnest but backward-looking ap-" d/st clergy ot the day could well - Inthis daywhen there is's large border-land pe them with its own power towards Christ and
Church of the Nazarene, was one of peal for the_ retention of the.class understand.' Bresee makes it plain - where the Church an(_ the world meet and mingle, . heaven, his ministry wi lee argely fruitless.
some two dozen speakers at trio meeting. His paper was followed by a that when a pastor takes on such out- where those whe are not Christians, yet permeated A gentleman who used to reside in this city, but
three.day'meetingof.thetourAnnual second, address by another.minister side interests they must be. like . largely With Christian thought .and Christian prin- has taken up his abode in the cry of.Jasper, a
Conferences of the state. The con- on the pastoraloffice--an uninspired Paul's tent-making, "not for bread clple, sit in our.sanctuaries and abide in our homes: gentleman .'of the broadest culture an'd sweetest .
vention was.a decennial event for pep talk on how to be a denomina: and butter, but that he may preach ._ and.when jUst outside of this circle there are large spirit,'said to me one day that be did not attend
"mutual-and Godly counsel" and.for lionel luncfionary. Jesus_Christ_" numbers almost under the shadow of our.church upon the service of the sanctuary so much to be
coordination of the work of the con- Bresea operatedon a loftier'plane. Now. nearly 100 years later, Bre- who are devoid of all Christian life. there must taught,as to b'e impelled. Most of us need to be

-ferences.The papers dealt with The pastoral office, for him. centers sae's essay contiriues to speak with enter into the pastor's work very much of the evan- taught: all Of us need to be impelled. It Is: for.
administration, program, current is- in the' twin ministries'of evangelism fresh challenge.. The pastor is to be geltst. Much of his ministry, must have a. more or -,thi.s, as much as anything, that we need a human
sues, and spiritual concerns, and education. It i_ the pastor's par- one who is thrilled with divine truth, less direct tendency to save these souls. The pastor agent, "

Bresee had begun I_is_ministry at t/cuter task to seek the said'at/on of aware of its unexplored depths, and must be always evangelistiC. It would seem to _e a One Who, heated and strengthened in -his own
age 18, in 1857, as assistant to the those who are in that "large'border- sensible of its infinite glo-ry, a .large-
minister of the Marengo Circuit. Ha land where the Church and'the world souled parson, embracing all classes poor ministry of the gospel.of Jesus Christ that Was moral life, im ;)arts it to others. A man who, seeing
matured rapidly in spirit and effec- meat and mingle." lt is equally impor- of people--and especially the 'poor not an evangel to unsaved men. It would seem a truth is not thrilled by it, to whose cheek it brings
r/vane,s, Ai age 25 he was a pra- tent to be a "'teacher of the Word of and despised, able to bear crushing very barren ministry that gathered no souls to the no glow, and who lmparts only the truth to others,
aiding elder and at age 33 a delegate Truth to the whole Church." The burdens because.of a clear sense of crop. And no special evangelist can t'ake the place Is not fitted to, be a Christian teacher. The truth
to GenQral Conference, He had chuPch is. indeed, a university, with calling in union with Jesus Christ. - or do this work for the pastor. " working in him mightily, creates a moral force
edited'a conference paper and had the pastor for president.
held office in most of the conference The papers of the convention were He must also be a col_sistent teacher. Every which makeshis teach n'g a moral power.
boards and committees, being par- Thounity and power of pastoral published in Burlington, Iowa, tn . . church is a school, and those which are fully or- n order to accomplish this work of orange zing
ticularly Interested in the work of col- evangelism and eclucation stem from Proceedings of the Second. Iowa ganized and equipped may not inaptly be termed and teaching and imparting moral strength, there
loges and seminaries. His chief love, the pastor's own moral character as Methodist State Convention, Held at universitles,.with the pastor for president. But he is are someffacts and _ssentlal conditions Ofmanhood
however, was tha pastorate, And at it is motivated bythe spiritual, power Des Me/nee Iowa, May 31; June 1 even more than this, for he must be a teacher of which may.be won or developed, Iwhlch t, may be
the time of the convention of18_1 he of the gospel. "A true conception of end2, 1881. I came across this book teachers as Well as a consistent teacher of all. He well to advert to.
was the minister at Creston. this work." he says, "can only be. while doir_g research on Bresee in must in many ways be adding skill to the hands . A pastor must be a large,souled man. We some-

Hie paper on '_ThePastoral Olrice" drawn from.the work of the Son of preparation for the, H. Often Wiley- , which .labor; imparting knowledge tomany of those" ',tittles' speak of men as being wh()le-souled. This
was unique amo'ng thosp presented God." :" Lectures in Theology at Point Loma
at the convention. Manyofthepapers Sonic of the pathos'of Bresae's Collegein1977. l am indebted to the - who-are fellow workers, bringing out those who have does not seem to be correct, for it seems to indl-.
were raporta on church statistics and own ilia can be seen between the Library of the Iowa State Department the latent faculty for teaching, and training them for cate that some men- haye only a fraction, and we
administrative procedures. Some lines. A pastor "may be obliged to do of History and Archives for bringing _ . the Work. He occupies the office of teacher of the amount,aim°stfeeIButtheJUStifiedcorrectfr°mwaytheistoSmallr;esS'saylarge-souled.:°fthe
had re.do with departments of the other things," and duty )nay put the •:the book to my attention and for mak- " Word of Truth to the whole Church. - •
church--Sunday. Schools. women's pastor to "caring tot afflicted loved "ing the text of Bresee's essay avail-. "He has beeh called to this office because he is a. Some men seem tO be nearly all soul, the body
missionary societies, and educational ones, providing for the aged and in- able for republication. - seer. Because whichever way he turns he has eyes only the base of operations. They are full and sur-

" " to.see. Because his gaze ts further in the azure and rounded, ensphered 'ir_ an almost boundless soul.
. deeper nto _thedepths of truth, especially.such truth The pastor needs to be large enough to take to his

"IT IS NOT SODIFFICULT TO KNOW WHAT TO as pertains to the redemption, salvation, and per- heart all classes of men, whatever their relation to.- fe(;tlon of the souls of men,than those,around him; .him;. those who oppose him as well as themselves,

PREACH AS TO BE IN CONDITION SO THAT THE and seeing, he bl;ings it nigh and gives it voice, so and he stands especially near to the poor and the.. that others hear and see, ahd rejoice n the.same despised_
great truth. Men teach us scierlce and art, because There must be .in I_lm such a fullness of the

HOLY G H OST CAN PREAC H T H R O U GH U S." theysee fu rther than we, and are thus able to direct Christly spirit that it is Impossible for him to becomeacrid or disaffected. He Will have enemies to deal
" us.

, :So it.is the mission ol Christian pastors by steady with as well as..friends, andhis heart must be large
"57
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enough to love them all. He will often be in bur- v=ew. all others were subsidiary-to that. So with the SERMON CRAFT
roundings not congenial, and possibly sometimes minister of Christ: he may be obliged to turn some-
Where he think's he should not have beer placed, times to the makir_g of thetent and the other, that
He must tTe so filled with the Christly spirit, that those God has given him in sacred trust Suffer not;
with sweetness and humility.'he meets all the d/f- that he may not beclassed among thos0 who are
flcultles and trials of his work. ,worse than infidels. But it is not for the bread and " " " ' " "_ " " ' -':

He must have a clear conviction that God has butter, but that he may preach Jesus ,Christ " • " byte. NellStrait - -
"called him to this work. There Should be no haste "[his is nota work of convenience to be taken tJp ....
nor rashness in entering upor this office. In our and laid down as we may or may not have other - - .-
Church there is none" We obey the apostolic injunc-, work to do. It is no special sign that a man Is called
tion to "lay hands sudder]ly on no man." This con- to the Christian pastorate because hehas nothing to " " _ -. •
viction of the Divine call to this work should be so do,or has failed in other things. Men are called and _" _ "
settled that it need never be reviewed. There are sanctified to this work from their youth, and hev}ho "" " " "
difficulties, trials and temptations.i n this work, which would lightly lay it down for worldly.emoluments or Sin and DarJ(ness " at a time, towai'd God's plan." Or restating it another
to overcome a man will need to feel God calls me place, has little conception of it. Duty, high and " way, '_To know Chl'ist better." Ted Engstrem says of
to it. There are burdens to be. borne of almost imperative, the same voice that called him to it, may E. Stapley _Jones, in his book The Way, quotes a goal that It "IS a statement about what we hope to
crushing weight, which are never to" be laid down bid him turn in part, or even wholly from It: Moffatt's translation of 1 John 2:10-11 which is"He do or be tomorrow, or next-week or next year."
from one year's end tothe other, and he needs to . caring fo'rafflicted Iov.ed ones..providing for. the who Io_,es his brother remains:in the ght--andin S(:riptures used for this section were from The Liv-

feel such a union with the Lord Jesus.Christ in the aged and infirm, may. compel him, but even then. the. light there Is no pitfall; but he whs.hates his ing Bible--2 Cor. 10_13: Phil. 1:6 Col., 2:6-7 Titus
work that he can lay both the burden and himself in . it seems to me, it will be the sorrow of a true brother is in darkness, hawalks ir darkness and- 3:3-7; and.1 Pet, 1:2. "
His all-loving arms. p_stor's life. does not know where he is going, for the darkness A Plan was the third item inthe series. For the

-A true conception of tills work can only be dl;awn has blinded his eyesi"
from the work of the Son of God. We must stand in From these verses, Dr. Jones forwards four sinner, his first plan of putting the goal into opera-tlon would be .repentance (Mark 1:15; 6:12; Luke

• the shadow of the Cross--we must see that Cross thoughts that give us an insight to sin'. They serve as 13:3; Acts 2:38; and 3:19). Here I had opportunity
lifted through the centuries, until it stands erect on good possibilities for a sermon, or a series, to deal with sin, identify'it, and give it biblical per-

This work., .:is far Calvary, and as we gaze u,pon that dying Christ: and One, the general, atmosphel:e of sin is darkness, spective. The plan for the born-again Christian
see the glory of the love of God in that marl'ed face "He who h.ates his brothel'is in darkness, he walks would be. to proceed--in growth--and consecrate

" --waiting here= the true pastor learns.the value of in darkness." his iife to God, allow ng'the Spirit to sanctify.
above •all worldly men, and as Christ asks. "Whom shall I send?" he TWO, the only possible progress =s forward into . The Organization process I covered with an out-

says, "Here am I, send me." And Jesus says: "As darkness. "He walks in darkness." line of the word. G-R-O-W-'_.H--God's Regenerat-
• the Father hath sent me. so send I you." Receiving Three, the darkness keeps a man from arrwir_g ing (new life/new light/new love)Opening Windows
• ,. power or gains, thus his c0mmission from Jesus Christ. bedewed for be does not know where beis going. "Re walks To (th.e) Heart. This gave me opportunity to. talk

with His tears and bathed with His blood, it enters in in darkness and does not know where he is going." about the biblical mandate for obedience and com-
andtakes possession Of his soul, and he'feels that Someone has said if you don't know where you're mltment as I talked about (1) Bring ng life under the

"'.Tis all my business here belowto cry, Behold'the .. " going, any road will get you there, authority of the WorO; {2)-Abiding in Christ, "Jesus

Four, blindness is the end result. "The, darkness Is Lord!"; (3)Committing life to the right; (4) Buildin'gLamb,/'
There is often such a sense of humiliation in view . There is ever before the pastor a vivid sense Of has blinded _is eyes.'" It is blindness tbat keeps a obedience into life; (5) Trust.

of the utter inadequacy of our feeble efforts to meet the need of those to whom he m/n/biers. To me it Ls fe mired in thelesser things of life, blinded to the Under the subject of ImplementatiOn I spoke
the necessities of the times and'the occasion, that . one of the most.overwhelming views of the Work of exciting ways of God, to truth, to love, to victory, about the effects of the consecrated/committed" heart on all of life. Scriptures used were: 1 Sam.
we would often fain lay down the work-for stronger the Christian pastor to look Into the feces of those Spirit-filled Life 16:7; Prow. 4:23; Ez(_k. 11:19-20; 18:3_1; 36:25-27;
and abler hands,., I suppose my own experience is to whom we minister, _nd think of their need. There
not dissimilar to others. I have often gone home on is that aged man, seeking'the ripening influences of n an-effort to approach the Spirit-filled life in a Matt. 12:34: Rom. 10:9-10; Eph. 6:6: Heb. 10:22.
a Sabbath night feeling heartsick over my inability the gospel: there'is the desolate hear1 of that be- somewhat different way, did a series from Eastel; This section gave opportunity to talk about the ef-
t0 preaclh the gospel as it ought to be preached, reaved widow, wl_o seeks throughthe ministry of the to Pentecost,, using the principles of business ahd facts of sanctification On the psychical (mind/
and feeling I could never look the congrega{ion in Word some.strength to bear her burden (Jrsorrow° manage ment for the seven-Sunday series, : -emotions/ch(_lce side of life] and the body.
the fac# again. A man needs• under circumstances and cape; the_'e is the man of business, burdened The seven stages I worked with were' Objective, A section "on Control gave occasion to talk aboutthe disciplines of ife--prayer Bible study.(in depth),
like these, s clear sense of his"call of .God to the and half heartsick, he waits to be led out under the Goal, Planning, Organization, mplementatlon, Csn-
work. fairer skies of unfading verities: the forsaken, for- trol, and Evaluation. . : . worship, fellowship, witnessing--and the" necessity

Uncertainty is a/ways an element of weakness, Iorn, hopeless, as well as those full of hope,.whose I had as the Objective for the -seven-Sunday for obedience:This section is a good area for talk-
and never more so-than in this most difficult work. hope .may be false; many that have sorrow and series the ca//'of the holy life--;"Be Ye Holy." I ing aboutprocess and-growth In the sanctified life.
There must be something of acomprehensioi3 of the trouble you know not of: and little children. When . stressed, especiallY/ for the sake of new. attenders A final wrap-up sermon dealt with Evaluation.

greatness of the work to whichwe are called. Any the Wo.rd is preached, evidently some hear that will -.. " and those new to the holiness message, that the " What are the requirements for the sanctified life,
man that.has a.low or inferior idea of the pastoral nev.er hear again; some that are in the valley of , call to the holylife was-a" "tall oi-der" and that we _iblically? Whethas been the follow=throug h? What
office, will not be likely to succeed in it. He who decisior. And the pastor's words, whether spoken In weregoing to break It down into Sunday by Sunday should be '.the results? The fruits Ofthe Spirit in
does not regard this as the highest work, that which the pulpit or home circle, more than the words of " " steps, so v_e could log cally .and biblically move thedaiYchristlikeiV.[ng?ThiScharacterlSa gOOdofopportunltYth.eholy life.And,t°talk I_ope-ab°ut
of all others he loves the best that whlch.ne would .any other, are to .be cherishod, and producing an toward the ho y. fe (the ob ective), Scrlpt_Jres used

were: • Eph_; 1:4; Rom 12:1 Col. •1:22; 3 12; a,nd 1. fully, when this section is completed, the congrega-choose if. all paths were open to him. has not the al_iding influence moulding destiny. This will doubt-" ' tlon will have walked fi'om'the objective ("Be Ye
spirit of the true pastor; This work to him Is far less bring a heavy sense of responsibility, but no Pet. 1:15-16.
above all worldly places, or power, or gains. He may man can be a pastor, either In the pulpit or out of It, The Gob[ for the series was: "To move life; a day Holy") tO the joys of the Spirlt,filled.llfe_.
be obliged to do other things, but It is that he may who doesnot feel this responsibility, and Who does •.
do this. not 'feel that "1 must.feed and strengthen all these,

Paul made tents, but it was not for the sake of the and reinforce them.in their moral life." "Blessed Is .- -
tents, but that he might preach the gospel; that was thatservant.whom his Lord, when he cometh, shall • - • .
the great.end, that was the one thing he had .in find so doing." " 59
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ADVENT: SEASON With Simeon as our guide, we can associateit from history's overlay and " _ endured the contradiction of.sinners Leader--the One who nas would bother to light alamp
OFI SUBMISSION understand better why Advent is :a it speaks to our day. as God's supreme revelation, and gone before and will lea¢ us and_then cover ft.

Matt. l::le-25;-Luke 1:26-38 . season of hope• It is evident that she, or,he urges them to hold fast. He points into victory. To look or to tel- . 2. There must be a definite pur-
Introduction: "Submission" is almost .- I. HOPE FOR SALVATION_v. 30 I. LOST THE'SACRED to thOSe who in the past, not having low anyone else is to fail. pose for. i_hting a lamp.

a dirty word in our time. Culturally we 2.' Simeon.lived by the. hope that IN THE SHUFFLE seen the promises fulfilled, stayed the IV. THE REWARD •B. Jesus had an imoOrtant point to
admire _ertiveness and aggression he would see God's saving He was not bad--just busy .course. then running oul of_time and "Who for the joy . ,"." In the days make with this statement.
an_ despise submissweness, work in Christ. A. He wasnot bad.., space'he speaks of those who have when this Epistle was written, it was 1. If men of intelligence would

Nevertheless, ,during Advent we 2. Hope.for deliverance and free-"' --Luke does not even imply wrong endured terrible things by faith; and a laurel wreath that would have per- not light -a lamp without a
pegin to feel a mood of submissive- dora is common to us all. conouct, This was a business. You those who have achieved tremen- . - purpose, surely an alt_wlse
ness.People change, eve,9 if only for 3. Christmas offers the fulfillment rented to the first customers who dous thingsby faith. Now it Is your ished in aday or two. - ". A. Today it*is a gold medal To Go'd would not do so.

a time. Ebenezer Scrooge himself of that hope. • arrtved. . turn."Run the race witt)patience..." obtain this. athletes will be " 2. The lamp represents re;
finally submitted to a higher set of • II. HOPE FOR REVELATION--v. 32 --He. did .what you and I would ever seeking to bring .their _ veale(_ truth, and .God does
values. 1, Simeon lived by the hope that have done, what'we have often done. _'. ,I, THE RACE not impart truth purposeless-

Joseph and Mary demonstrate this God woLJld disclose himself to - what we have the right to .do_be A. This is not abouieir)slgnfficant bodies" into Subjecti6n, Yet ly.
attitude beautifully as they are drawn al(persons, successful _n business, schoo,:yard games_ T,he plc- only.one receives the coveted 3. He means everything He
into preparation for Christmas 2. HOpe" for kn0wledge.of the " B.' Pie was'not bad, just busy lure is of the final ',of the .gold.• hundred meters,in the Olym- .S. Not so for the C)_rJstian. Each says. •C.. Jesus declares that God has a
I. SUBMITTING TO GOD truth is common to us.all. --Never are we in greater danger fal}hful disciple can. receive

1. Mary offered submission at the 3: Christmas oilers the fullillment of getting.toO busy than in it]is sacred pie Games. Tbe'r.e Is an Inten- . purpose for every word He
• cost-of appearing to others-as .of.that hope. season• There Is much that [s reli- _ airy an agony about the race the crown of righteousness. " speaks to us.

an unfaithful woman. Ill, HOPE FOR GLORY_v. 32 . gious in December. little!hat is deep. _a race that calls forth all of --Leonard McNeil 1 He expects us to isten and
ly spiritual, the power el man, AEhton-'under-Tyne,- " respond as He speaks•

2, Joseph• offered submission at 1. Simeon lived _)y the hope that --Each year we "vow that the. s_ea- B. So in the'spiritual., It is not a . England " • 2. His light is held up high for usthe dost of appearing foolish. Israel woutd be restored.
3. How could they have done this 2. Hope for becoming what We son will have new meaning, and there believism, but an enter- to see truth

as they did? were meant to be is.common .suddenly we. are so exhausted we .- Ing into a life that makes de- ,- :
I." READINESS FOR SUBMITTING to us all .lose the sense of His presence, mands upon one. This is m ,, II. JESUS SAYS, "FOR NOTHINGharrfiony with S(_rip{ure, Paul AND ` JESUS 1:AUGHT IS SECRET THAT SHALL NOT

TO GOD 3. Christmas offers the fulfillment Y0u can say one more thing about

1. What we know about them and ,el.that hope, thetheshuffleinnkeeper'because,helost the sacred in JesusSpeakSspeaks°fwrestling;ofstrlvlng.°fboxir_g;Be..• - " THEM,. .SAYING.... BE MANIFEST."
_ leg a Christtan and going on Scripture: Luke 8:16-18 A. God's searching light._s pane-

their culture would indicate that 'Conclusion: Advent is a season of' II..#E LEFT THE SACRED w_th God caD5 for exertion INTRODUCTION: trating. No truth that we need tothey had learned submission hope because Christmasmeans dell- kn'ow is hidden from us.
to parents,_to established au- verance, knowledge of the-truth, be- " IN THE SANCTUARY " effort. 1, Our lesson: the parable of the -

A.. There is an Old Testament Story {. candle, following Jesus' dis- B. God shows us truth about him-thOnty, to God in less costly coming what God has tnrmind for us II. THE REGULATIONS self." course on the sower.
Issues. to be. Let the hope of this beautiful that Illustrates this truth• These are threefold, two are nega- " 1. His love for.us (John 3:16)

--Jacob running for his life: be- . tive and one is positives: 2. This was one of His favorite il-
2. When. their opportunity for season" move you to beile_'e and to cause he cheated his brother says, lustrations. 2. His grace.and mercygreater servtce came..they receive all that God =sofferingyou. " _ A. Lay, aside every weight. Any- 3'. His power

were ready Ihrougb previous "Surely, the Lord is in this plats'and. - thing that hinders one n run- a. InMatthew 5 He spoke of the
submission and faithfulness. --Richard Young - I knew it not" (Gee. 28:16). ning the race, or being the candle as the Christian's " C. God shows us truth about our-

- " B. It was true in the day of Christ. _ind,of Christ a,n that Godex- , light, selves,b. In Luke 11. He spoke of a 1. Our lost condition. If unsaved
Conclusion: Advent rekindles in us For Chrislmas The most efficient ch=Jrchmen in his- peels, . . • " ,2. Our need for cleansing

the desire to learn more of the mean- JUST TOO BUSVi tory insisted on Christ.s' execution" • : ' ;' B.-Lay aside the sin. Hebrews 11 person's, ability to perceive -D. God shows us how to live a' "_ . • . truth. Thus the. ighting of a
Ing of submission. Let this desire SCRIPTURE: Luke 2:1-7 C. It has a fairly modern r ng to it " - the chapter of faith sin against victorious Christian life.
grow, and let it be satisfleU under alsot " " faith is unbelief. "Take heed, candle is like keeping one's

" eyes wide op.en to truth. Ill.' JEsus WARNS (VERSE 18):
. the direction Of the Holy Spirit asyou INTRODUCTION: The year: 1885. ;_-"The man who has nothing be- brethren,, test there-be in you 3. Jesus uses me .same inustra-

prepare for Christmas. The Place: the Paris Art Salon. It is fore which he is eager to bow. will l an evil heart.of unbelief" (Heb. . lion as He explains God's put- "TAKE. NEED THEREFORE,
--Richard Youn'g '...thepalntlng,flrstsh.owing,,TheArrival°fLUCatOIlvier'SBethlehem.,,smatlsomeday be flattened by. the .sheer . - . 3:'12). ;)ose to enlighten His' people• HOW YOU HEAR" (or, "Pay at-

weight of birhself." (Frederick Speak- i C. Run V#ithpatience. The same tention to what you hear".
Shawnee, Kansas It highlights Mary's weary and suf- man) "' " " ' • word that is translated "en- a. God lights a candle and -

, p aces. t on a candlestick to . A." If we respond to God's offer.
ADVENT: SEASON OF,'HOPE fering faee turned away from the door _-GenevanNete . , dured" in Heb. 10:36 A long reveal all things, leaving God keepsoo'glvlng.

of the inn where the hostess is turning Kansas City, Missouri -_ ' ' distance race--many start, not _. If we fall to respond, God may
• Luke 2:21-35 Joseph away with a haughty super or " . . nothing hidden.

Introduction; Advent is the seasonof air. " . . all finish. " b Thus !n verse 18, Jesus ex-. " withdraw His offer.
preparation for Christmas. It can be a One critic commented; "The setting TI'_E CHRISTIAN OLYMPICS } II1. THE RULE ho_:ts: "Take heed. therefore CONCLUSION: •
beautiful, meaningfql experience for Is only a..background for a very hu- TEXT: Heb, 12:1-2 "Looking _unto .Jesus." Twd words . how ye.hear." 1. When a farmer sows seed in a
us this year With t_e help of some man story that concerns three people INTRODUCTION: The I_ebrewChris- .stand out n our text:.'.'Seelng" and 4. We note also that this parable " flel_J,.it Is his purpose to'reap'a
persons WhO experienced the wonder --helpless and desperate Mary , help- tlans to whom this Epistle was written ,"Looklng.'_ has much in common with the harvest.
of Ch"rist's birth, less and exasperated Joseph, and a were not finding the way of Christian- A..Seeing is a "(]eneral sweep " parableof the sower. 2_.When God'reveals His truth to

One of thecharacterlstic feelingsof hardhearted woman." ity-easy..Many of them had become of the eyes. The runner as he I. JESUS SAYS,."NO MAN us, He expects us to apply His
Advent _s hopefulness. Simeon was But, perceptive scholars see noth- discouraged under persecution. To . races sees the crowds but no
one who lived by, the hope that God Ing of this in Luke's statement. "no encourage them the writer .of this one In particular, LIGHTS A CANDLE AND truth to our lives
would fulfill His pr0mises. The corn- room in the Inn." As long as we at- Epistle urges, them to hold fast the. B, Looking is specific. Run while THEN COVERS IT UP." --Loren W. Gould- Virginia Beach,
leg of Christmas each year still stirs tribute evil motives to the Innkeeper profession of their faith. in so doing look ng speci|ically at Christ. A. Josuswas logical . •
hope in human hearts, the story does not touch us.But dis:- he points•them to Christ, the One who . C, He is the Author, that is File 1.. No ;)arson of intelligence Virginia
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OLD;TESTAMENT:°  NEW TESTAMENTWORDSTUDIES WORDSTUDIES
Isbell-- " 'by Ralph Earle.... , ---

cursin,the New Testament. it is
God's JusticemMal. 2:17.--3:5 a common word for a nobleper- implies. Rather. their task was to Matthew 17 "Tabernacle" or "Shelter"?. translated '_will" {or "would") 174,

"you have wearied"'(2:17) son or aristocrat, but also a gen- cleanse garments so as to make it (17:4) times ("list" only three times.eral term of address foranyone. _hem fit for cultic use. Note the Transfigure (17:2) here. Mark 9:13, John3:8).

The word is h6ga 'tern, com'- n this verse "the, lord" (h&'&ddn) descriptionofthegarmentsofthe _ The Greek word is'skene,
monly used to e_xpress the idea of is e(_uated with "both the messen- t_ansfigured Jesus given in Mark I The Greek verb "is metamor- which J. H. Thayer says means a"

making someone sweat 0r 'work ger being sent and "the messen- 9:3. . • .! phoo:. It is compounded of. tent or tabernacle "made of green ,,Lunatlck" or"An epllepll¢"the preposition meta and the boughs, or skins, or other mate= (17:15)
very hard.'He[e it. is the com- ge r of thecovenant." Thus4t is' "purify"(3:3) " " nou_ rnorphe (which means rials" (Lexicon, P. 577). It would In tile. Greek it is the Verb
plaints of the people, their wrong to .assume'two beings .,Hebrew thr also always carries "'i "[orm"); The idea is that of chang- sui-ely have to be the first of seleniazomai,which in the New

... "words:' which have.tired God. h'e_e,.first a messenger'but then cultic implcations. Thus the Le- : " [rig over .from one form to these three or_.the mountain. :Io-. Testament Is vsed only by Mat-
"in that you' say" (2:17) God himself. Notice the structure vites would be refined-fulled.of the entire verse., another.. - day a "tabernacle" is usually e thew {here and in 4:24). Literally,

- times large building of _voo'dor brick. A it means "be moon-struck"--fromThe preposition b"before the in- {-£1eansed)--p_ rifled for the ": The verb occursronly four ' ' "
finitive here functions' as a tern- Behotdl am'sending my messen- purpose of b'eing made fit to per- in the.New Testament, always in "tent" is.ndrmallY made of cloth, selene. "moon." Of course, our
boral adverb. Conjunction. Read. ger, and he shall clear the way form their tasks as re igio'us, and .before me. Suddenly shall come to spiritual leaders. This.task is h'ere • . the passive, Here and in the.par- or possibly animal skins. Peter. word "lunatic" comes, from the
"When you say." his Temple; the lord whom you defined as presenting an offedng . . allel passage (Mai'k. 9:2) it de- couldn't "make"-either one of Latin .luna, "moon." Thayet" de- "

"de ghts"(2:17) - : seeK, even the messenger of the "righteously" or correctly to God. . . scribes a transformatior_ that was these. What he could make ot fines the Verbas meaning "to be
. . covenant in which you delight. Be- - Purity o! the minister (revlte) was outwardly visible. Luke. m his green bo.ughs we woul(_ call. a - eplieptic (epilepsy being sup_

Or, takes pleasure. This is the hold he.is doming. " " " account of .the Transfiguration, "_helter" [I_IIV). .posed to return and Increase with
opposite of being wearied or . thus a prerequisite .for correct .

] caused to toil over harsh words. All re!erents are thi,rd person, ritual and acceptable worship of " - does not use the verb. but Writes The word occurs 20 times in the the increase of the moon)" (Lexi-
Yahweh is speaking (notethe and God. " ... . . of Jesus: "AS he was praying the New Testamertt, h._lf of these in. con, ;). 573).

appeal'ance of tils face changed, Hebrews--most of.them there in - ""Justice" (2:17) of-the verse) about another one Notes on.3:5
Hebr:ew mishp&t. This is the Eey throughout. The double '_beh01d" and his (;Iothes became as bright reterence to the ancient Taber- "Tribute Money"• 29

word in the entire passage. Here phrase provides a chiasmic frame T_e coming of the messenger as a flash of lightning (9: ).: nacle made at Sinai. Because of '(17:24)
the people appe&r to be saying for the verse and'serves to iden- is now descilbed as fulfilling a In the other two places where this dominant usage, the NASB

purposewhich goes beyond the metamorphoo occurs (Rom. 12:2: has in the margin: "or. sacred The Greek hasta didrachma.that they desire God to demon- tify the" coming one as messen- • - -
strate His justice (or righteous get, lord, and covenaQtal herald, merely ritualistic or formal. That 2 Cot. 3:18), jt describes an inner, tents."But would there be a sanc- "the double drachmas." They_ord
judgment). In 3:5, God's messen- purpose is "justice," the Very ele- •invisible, s ;)ifltual transformation. - tuary to Moses and to Elijah? occurs on!y here in the New Tes- "
ger does come to the Temple for "endure"(3:2) , • ment of Gdd's being which the (See the comments tnere in Word Peter's preceding words, "It is tament.
the purpose of judg ng (NASB KJV."abide" has been immor- people had questioned (see 2: Arndt and Gingrlch give a clear
"for judgment" should be read talized by Handel. But the mean- .17). Asso often in prophetic liter- _.... .:. ,. Meaning_in the New Testament.) gooa for us to be here." sLIg-"
"for justice": misph_t occurs both ing of Hebrew.k(_/here (normally ature, the justice with which God . ... Regarding the transfiguration gests sire pl_/ that. he wanted to explanation of didrachmon (sin-
places). However. His coming re- . used to mean _'comprehend" or is concerned is social. To be .. experience, Johannes Behm stay there and continue to enjoy- gular): "a double drachma, two
veals all kinds of sin, immorality, "contain '_} must be determined in judged are those who exploi t oth- " ' writes: "Before the eyes of His the high moment of divine glory, drachma piece, a coin worth two
ancl, particularly, absence of so- parallel with the other expr_s- .ers merely lsecause they are pow- i most intimate d!sclples the hu- " Attic drachmas, normally worth
cial justice among members of sions. Clearly the idea being erful enough to do so those who .... i man appearance of Jesus was for "Elsted" or "Wished"? about 36 cents in our money;'ltseek out widows, orphans, a lens, " J a moment changed into that of a - (17:12) was about equal to a half shekel
the community of faith. Thus the: expressed is that no one can - among the Jews. and was theand other weaker, more defense- heavenly being m the trans-
justice which the peopl_ desire stand "when he appears," no one This. is one of the 830 words sLlm_equired of each person an_
(2:17) is something other than can survive (in sin and i_purity less persons/James "l:27should . .i" .figured world. This is the an-be recalled in this context, in ad= ticlpatlon and guarantee.of an in tlie" King James. Version that nually asthe_hetempletax" (Lex-
what God's presence would 're- specified in 3:5] n the fier.y pres- dltionto the numerousOld Testa- eschatological reality'.' (Theo- have changed their meanings icon, p. 191). That Is why the
veal (3:5!. ence of.this one coming.to refine -

"my messenger" (3:1) and purify. ' - ment. passages which link two or logical Dictloni_ry o! the New since 161.1, Today "listed" means NIV has "the two-drachma tax"- • more of these weaker groups Testament, IV, 758), The trans- "included in a list." here, and then words the ques-
Hebrew .mal'&ki, Malachi, This "fullers' soap" (3:2) together (e.g.; Deut,.14:29; 16:11, figuration of Jesus is the divine The Greek Word is thelo. It has tlon that follows: "Doesn't your

verse illdicates thaL Malachi was Lit., "soap of cleansers," i,e., " 14; 24:12, 13; Ps. 78:65: Isa. 1:17; assurance to us that we who are two meanings: "wish," expressing teacher PaY the temple tax?"
not a proper name _)uta common the strong alkalisoap (bori't) used Jei'.'7:6; 23:3; Ezek. 22:7; Zech. - - _n Christ will someday be trans-, desi_:e; and "will,." expressing More IlteraUy the NASB has "the'
name, "mymessenger." The au= by professional garment clean-; 7:10). In most of the references formed nto His glory: • purpose. Of the 209 times _t:oc- two-drachma tax"ln both places.
thor of the _ook is unknown, ers. But these latter were-not cited, God himself acts to _)e- . : ..

"the lord" (3:1) 'laundrymen" in the modern "come. the protector of the weak
This is not YHWH but 'f_dOn, sense as the NAS.B marginal note and c)ppressed,

. " - 63 •
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I

1. Epiphany has. been associated with: 10. Jesus is called "the heav'n born Prince of ";_'
A. Baptism of new converts Peace" in which of the.following songs?
B. The 12th day of Christmas - A. Joy to the World C. Hark the Herald

C. The adoration of the Magi B, The First Noel Angels Sing ._
D. All of the above ..... J'_

2, The editor of Christianity Today is: 11. W'hich of the following does not belong inthis _0list? ....

• A: Alfred E. Neuman C. Daniel Poling • .... A, Finley Edge . D. William Carlos
B. MartinE: Martv D, Kenneth Si K_ntzer " B. Larry Richards -Williams

3, "Virtu@. glory, honor, all things human and C. John Sisemore E.-.John Westerthoff• F, Sara Little
divine, are slaves to riches" com@s from a book .

called Satires.. It was written by: 12. A theology, of Christian education founded:on " WHOLESOMEINTERPERSONALRELATIONSHIPSI

A. Joaquin Miller C, Horace the idea of God as Educator Jesus the Exem. N'D
B. Erasmus D.,Francis Bacon pier. and.the Holy Spirit as Tutor war Written by: - - FI ING MY 'PLACE UNLOCKINGTHEBIBLE . " . " '

• • '"'. 0,,D,0
4. The visit of 'he wise men is recorded in the A. Elwood Sanner C.,Randolph Cr'ump " _'\ SHAPEOF INGSTOCObook of: " • • " . Miller SINGLE IN A COUPLES' WORLD " TH ME

A. Mark C. ,Luke' B.. Ne s Ferr_ D. Lois teBar CHRISTIANAN CIAL PROBLEMS" . "" : " , WHYDON'TYOUDO'SOMETHING,GOD? THE
B. John D. Matthew 13, The "propos'ilion'_ of e sermon has to do with: - - T AN5. The first step in preparing to preach from the :A. Thethesisor C. The invitation' '_ " " _/

NG
• - DEVELOPINGCHRISTIANPERSONALITY STRAEGIESF ITALCHRIST.I LlVl

OldTestament..accordingto CharlesIsbe,'s . th_me:" '_'_'" _"/'__ "HoLNE S E A D W Larticle in.this mag'a(zine is: . . a. The peroration D. Tt]@exordium- PRAYER THAT" REALLY WORKS I S --ALLY N EL -
A.,Establishing a working text -' , . - " -.. .., _ .

B. Selecting a passage • ,,1_,. "A mighty fortress is our God. A bulwark never THEBEST IS YET TO BE e DARE TO DISCIPLINE
C. Determining functions failing" came from the pen of: ,,

D..aaktng_a theological affirmation A. Euripedes D. Martin Luther .Forthc0ming titles: PARENTING • MARRIAGE RELATIONSHIPS
&•The theme of 2 Peter chapter 3 fias to db .B. John Calvin ' - E. Matthew Arnold - .. :

with: " :t C. Charles Wesley F. Thomas Fuller, . .

A. The'Second Advent C. Faith righteoJsness _ , . .

B. Fiery trials. D. The Chi'lstian. add 15. The.metaphor describing the trans'tory'charac- : . . " .....•., _. :: -. ' " - "
the government ter of human existence used in Isa. 40:6; 1 Pet.. r : ...

7. • V_/hich of the following have written' books on .1:24: and Jas. 1:10 is: ....... Attractive designS--48-page,
evangelism? " A. A wind-blown '. C. Aveper UPDATED ELECTIVECOURSESof 13 81/2xi'1 format. ...." Paper
A. George Sweazey D. All of the above cloud " lessons each--available when

I_ _5 _SscIQsses, • _" SUnd_y

Leader's Guide Each.... a .... B. Grass D. A flameB. Robert Coleman E. A nd B but
.. C, Dorian Clay. not '.'C" • " yOU" "v" "_l_ "_lcl(n I ] Pupil Book: Each $1.75"

e ;

8: Which of the followlhg pairs would nave the RA'riNG:SCALE evvn.n_.pre-,_reachng hour.midweek :study ,E,=p,o[,:D_.E;0 DiSC_PUNE--_.,.".
least to argue about if.assigne d to debate 14-15correct: Better.than most ..m_==_,bJect_,d,on_U_=hou=.no":".
against each other? . . 12,13 correct:. A little better than most
A. Slgmund Freud and Harold Glasser 9-11 correct'. Most ' " "
B. Seward Hiltner and Carl Rogers 7- 8 correct: Worse than most " . " ..

C. B. F. Skinner and Abraham Maslow O- 6 correct: Mostly worse Many Timely.Subjects o| Interest t ° Your Congregation
119. Which of the following wasa missionary tO ' . :

Indla :e- L '.O-:-LL'.O--eL Available from y ..,., -"'our m BUSHINGHO IISEA. David Livingstone C. Be Belinsky '.8--9 '.'a--L.:V--9 :t_--£ '.G--# :O--8 '.£]--_ '.O--L . . .
B. Charles Tracy D. William Carey SI:I_]_SNV _ " :
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