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TR " CHRISTMAS DRAMA with music .b')"' LOR.-
‘-RAINE and FRED POOLEY. its sething is-a cobbler's

o shup in Frarce 100 years ago. The -cast ol four =
men, une woman, one ch|Id narralu: and chair ur PR

. 53" ‘ rd u: A3

A \_‘ CHRISTMAS FAGEAHT hy ROWENA BABCO{:K_' :
and -OLIVE HOCKEY. The extensive search of the -

wise men -linds Christ not as a baby but as-a Tad -

~of two years, Includes parts for 3 women, 14 men, "~ -

HH{ CDLLEB‘IION OF CHHISTHAS PROGRHM

i 'msns Here GRACE RAMQUIST has galhered a selec-
- tion of herelofore unpublishéd piays readings, Teci-- .
tations, exerclses, and sungs for. varlous age‘;

' A MEMDRlBLE CHRISWAS CANTATA by TOM.

o FETTKE. Above the average choral presenlation, yet"',
. performable: by the average SATB church’ choir.

Focuses ‘on Jesiis. Christ as the Embodiment of
Love, the -Giver of true Joy, and Ihe Princg of

-%_im ll’l uuui £

Examrnauon COplES' auadabfe to any program dlrector or chou' leeder requesting lhem )

i}l G Il)l Nl)W W Pujt Y uur‘ by st Biunic sl IR {\-« ced ! e anud Hnu
'\mph‘ Vitne iur HA (FITHR .11. oo : . .

R CEonr Sovvioss B gl
- . CHRISTMAS SERVICE BOOK compiled by
C GRACE RAMQUIST ‘Need: an eifectwe Chiristmas -
- service preplanned and ready’ Here's yout answer! o
“You'll find drama, seripture, rarralive, pantomime,. - ..
©-and musu: to challenge and. mvnhre a cmss sechun .

e R T

' _levels. Mindergarten lhr'o"ugh‘adult Use ‘lhem. as
. suggested or.as supplemental aids to your own - .
" program, Ellher way, this matersal for wosship will
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7 L-215C" - Book/Album Combingkion - $645
uu 215 . Accumpammen! Tape -~ '

mixed ,dua’ttet.'pbrl'rays 3 Inﬁéhing b'iblic'a‘l‘ltplﬁm
. about piving. Performance time; approximately 30 . -

minytes. Mtnlmum ui %K cnpms requued

MC246 . - - .. L T

TR
H

several angels and’ shepherds, 'h\ixc_d-lilljar(el and

- choir, male chorus, soloist and guitarist, and a Iwo-’ o

year-old lmy Performance hme, GO mlnules G
MC247 ) - T o e oL T

nf nges and ta!enls Tilles of 1hese Tour sewtces are -
“Path of Faith,” “The Gifl. of Christmas,” “Christ: .

mas in bLing Pncturcs" and -l WISh I'd’ Been
There” - L T AR
MC‘MB T _,S‘l.ﬂﬂ .

’

T

save fiours of searching and panning, MC-128 75¢ '

__-'uc-zs" ChoralBook - T . o sus0l
215 - SterecAlbum . . .- '$5.98

{piana/organ) L 315,00
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Your Pumsnmé‘ Houss'

VAT

- '-THE cms AND FEEDING OF Evmeeusrs :
. “HE sum.l. NOT...BE mscounman" :

' :,THE SCANDAL OF DIVISION STREET

.




THE

. VOLUME 50 NUMBER 11’

. ‘NOVEMBER, 1975 :

n

18

o2

o CONTENTS - L .
1 The Cars and’ Feading of Evangetisls NN ;‘..'. Ve Edi':o’rfar_' ‘
‘3.1_“He Shail Not. Be Dlscouraged" ..-;'; - T-W. Witingham .

_ 5 The Scandal ot Divlsion Streét .;,._,j._, | HarnIdR Crossor'
) 6 The Pastor Deals wlth Damaged Emoilons c s COWIes.
9 We Try Hardsr AP LA .'; S .Floydl. Schwanz' -
John Wesley on Sin (Wesleyana) ..... Roy s mcno:san_""‘
"_|4 Minlstering to Members Who Are’ Moving Chan’as 0. Crow
-Cadlllacs Steak ‘and Mansions e .'_..Pracucawom:s $
17 The Preacher’s Wite and Her Husband ~Ruth A Polston *
Portraits of Paul ()= . S '
" Prisoner ofChrlst G et .-.‘.'L S i ) Meiton rhomas_" S
' ‘-'21‘ ALetter ot Love ..... o ._V'...From Jarry White
The Startlng Polnl.. e s -1+ Neif s:mn'. s

. Looklng at OUr Lord In Luke SR _Raiph garre_' -

R R

The Care and
B Feedmg of

St WED'TO R

Evangehsts

LW

- THE PROPLE OF OUR PLANET can become. greatly concerned when they *-

realize | some form of life is threatened with extinction. They write . -

* Jetters, orgamze groups, pass. laws,. and’ publish 'articles about the
-endungered species. When such concem is not too lnte, the threat enda_ .

and life is preserved.

=" Today’s holiness evangehst should be gettmg the same s kind of con-

* . cern as other “‘forms of life” which are threatened with extinction. Heis:
.. the forgotten man of the mmmtry His work takes him away from his’ :

- home and family, and he is never in one place long enough to form <.
- -lesting, friendships. He is denied the joy of observing the truits of his
"~ labors, for he must go quickly-to other ﬁelds for whatever harvest may be . ..
" gathered. . ‘ N
;.. He has very httle “eccleslastlcnl clout ” He does not sit on denom- -
" inational boards, is rarely nommated to.serve as a college trustee, is not
- elected & -delegate, nor given a stipend to attend conventions. He is-
__ignared by some, criticized by others, and must. at times t'eel about as .
. lonely as anyone God has ever called to ‘preach, - -
o . All this he can accept without complaint. After all, he is domg the ‘

. work he believes to be God’s will for hig life, He'is not afrald of adversxty
"'God has chosen him for the task, and he lovesit. . - '
, "But he must be wondering what the future holds when hé reahzes oo
“.théte is a.growing number of local churches who never plan. a revw:ﬂ nor
" call an evangelist. . -
- Could it be that his exmtence is threatened and that he is today_ :
.an. endfmgered species among us? It i is time to take a careful look at .
- what is happemng to the evangelist. e

- ‘With proper “care and feeding,” he can be seved :
. As a beginning, we must get back to a genuine appreciation of the
valug of his.work. We need special times of revival and evnngellsm This

.- ismot'in any way a denial of the exciting wave of i interest in personal soul
* . winning. Thenk God for every Christian who has finally become aware
* that he is a w:mess! But porsonnl and mass, evangehsm go together"’ .

Novombar 19?5 . . | SRR - . o
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they dq not compete w:th one another “To abandon elther would be l1ke

_ attemptlng to fly with one wing., C
». We must not forget that “he gave some, apostles and some, proph- S
ets, “and some evangelists; and some, pastors and: teachers” (Eph. -
-4:11). All are in-this work for the perfectlng of the ants (equipping -
. them) for the work of thL‘ mlnlstry. Evangehsts are’ very much. -4 part:
~of it

do for his own faith as he makes his plans to comé?

© When he arrives, is made to feel the warmth of the. welcome thatﬂ- -
awaits hlm He is given a comfortable room where he can have timesof -
- privacy, prayer, preperat:on rest, and study. He can perform hm work. .
at peak effjciency if he is houeed ‘adequately. The church is the loser—-
“and squls may be lost—if he is cramped unnecessarily in his quarters..
‘Provide well in advance for- the- financial armngements Many
churches find it profitable to set aside funds each'month in an “evange-
lism budget,”. so-the full burden does not fali upon them at the tlme' :
of revival.’ v s
© Expenses of the revwal and a generous honorarmm should be met
" without undue pressure on anyone. Set the amount of the evangelist’'s = .
offering with due consnderatlon to the fact that he does not have any =« ..
~ paid.vacation, does notteceive any.salary' when he is unable to work. - = .-
“ because of illness, does not have his home and'the 'utility bills provided. -
for him; and does not. work at all durmg certam tlmee of the year when *

churches never slate campaigns. -

_ Some churches add the social | Becunty tax to the remuneratlon they oo
* pay him, and some send the evangelist a check at Christmastime. If
each church he served dunng the year were to do so, what wou]d happen
to his morale and to his depleted personal funds? - : L
.. Those wishing to take a further “step of love’ might offer h:m the A
* luxury of a telephone call home to his wife and family at church expense.” .-
- His appreciation, when compared: with the nctual expense of euch a_.‘.' .
gesture, would be unbelievable., - -
S And ‘what of the-type of thoughtfulness demonstrated by Pasbor .
. derry White? When he learned from his’ evangelist, Rev. Chuck Milhuff, -
- that the family pet had been killed by an automobile,. he took the tlme‘ '
to writé to the Milhuff children (gee p. 21}. A 10-cent postage stamp and |
10 minutes.of time paid for an act of love that the Mllhuff famlly will
.remember as long as they live. | . :
“God has blessed the holmeee movement with some fanthful evange-‘
: ,lxets May-their tribe increase. May more’ men be called and kept busy
" in this vital work. Their ministry must go on in spite of the neglect that
) could stamp them out and sllence theu‘ voices forever )

The Preechars Megezlne Co

‘In a recent survey, an overwhelmmg majonty of young men- trammg

“for the ministry reported they were won to Christ -in revivals, camp - .

. meetings, and special campmgne Should we nbandon a strategy that oo
E ..has worked so well? -

Planning a cnmpmgn and cellmg an evongelist o[ course ‘are- not

enough. Speeml mentign from time to time will keep the 1mportnnce of -

~ the'campaign before the people. Special times of prayer should be set-

- aside, and the evangelist should be informed that he is the object ofthe -~

love and prayers of an expectant ‘people. Can'you nmaglne ‘what th|s will -

" “To'us, the present day is cause for
discouragement and despair Butthe -

conguering. Christ is undisturbed, for

His throne is established forever

“He Shall Not i Be Dnscouraged”

{lsa 42: 4) o

ISCOURAGEMENT seems to be the
‘commion lot of earth’s travellers

. but Isaiah sang of one, the Messiah, .
" who would not “be discouraged, till
* -‘he have set judgment in’ the earth!’
To(42:4), -
- The coumge of the Messmh did not., -
-+ arise from the fact that He had had. .
. 'no setbacks and_discouraging con- -
: dltlons to cope with. A cursory glance -
" at His career reveals many moments

of - disappointment - that would sink

- ‘men-in despair, but not this Man:
_ “He shall not: fall nor be dmcour-..
. aged ?? : B .
7, The first, dark moment of Hls hfe »
R known to us-is when' the great split .
* " came in the heavens, and a third of .
. the angela fell, led by the wisest and .

. brightest of. all created beings. It~

" “must have been & heartbreaking ex- .

-perience for Christ to see one-third of

. “the. nngehc host, created at His hand, .
. tum n rebelhon agmnst Hun and'

by .-‘_
T. W. WIIIIngham
Kansas cny Mo o

g

. _&overﬁbé’r.'lgﬁ el

angelic’ creative .yenture tad- -only
partially eucceeded ‘Would the man-
ventizfe turn out. better or worse?

; Knowmg the pose;blhty of a fall, God
-~devised  a- plan of: redempt:on in
: advance. Alas! -in mldmommg“ the

possible _ became reality; man- had

“fallen. God’s children had disobeyed. . -~

'Undiscouragéd, the Lord set up the

long lineof redemptive process, and a’ _
few- avmled themselves -of -it.. The =
‘masses did not. Fewer and fewer

became gaints, and the venture al-

most ¢closed w1th despair: “The end o
" of all flesh is come before me,” * sajd
' God, but He was not discouraged: He -
had one fam;ly left and brushing the t
. others into the sea, He began again. _
Through the dark ages He labored on -
- to hold -the faithful steadfast. -~ .
e “‘discour-

-To us the word wotild

T agmg," but not to Him. He could see "
" beyond the wreck. Then with high _
‘hopes: Christ came among us—made

in all things like us-——reveahng Godi m
& more perfect way.

" The results were llmlted 'I‘he mul- SN
tltudes came’ and went. Their chor- - -

-uses ran from “Hosanna . . . Blessed

‘i he that cometh in the name of the. IRty

‘be: "chamed in darkness untll the SR
final Judgment day.. - R
" When .every rebel had : been' N
brushed from the skies, life went on =
“among the faithful. 'I‘hen came the . .
“decision, “Let-us make man.” The '



U dife- -giving resurrection was born His -
.Church. It flourished for a time, and

Lord"”
cruc1fy him.”
- He died in eourage and i'rom H:s

then the deterioration set in. Before

.. the death of the great Apostle Paul; -
. false prophets and teachers had al-
“ready ‘infiltrated the group and led

v many. astray. Even at the door stood

" “‘grievous. wolves" who would not-
. spare the flock. .- s
Ages rolled by, and - then the cur-.--"'

tain was drawn from the future; The

" end period~—and: apostasy had en--.

veloped the whole world—kingdoms
were falling, . thrones toppling,

. “men’s hearts failing them- for fear,”
- and the dark clouds of judgment were .
 rapidly descending. Still He was not
'-dlscouraged He knew that “a rem-’
-nant"’ ‘woéuld .be saved. Some would

7. be snatched as brands from the burn-

B T R L S S Bl i
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* .ing-and would riot be logt. |
- Wescan the whole, from the scene
in heaven's rebellion to the end of all
. .time, and think of the traglc loss. It -
could be'that He hag been viewing it
as mountains of ore peesmg through;'
- the mills where the precious. gold is
- refined and the piles of slag brushed
. out into darkness, We have been told
“.that we have been chosen in “the -
- furnace of affliction,”

have been viewing the whole as a
process of reclamatwn o
"That He has harvested. golden

. " grainfrom the fields filled with tares, .-
. we know to be true, The gathered-
_grain will be cause for evetlasting joy, -

“while the worthless tares so banished -

o w111 bnng no sense of sadness.

If it still be difficuilt for us to'see

.. why.He will not be. discouraged; we

" may gain understanding of His inner
_. courage when we remember that the
“ Highest has. promised Him ultimate -

L trxumph “He must reign, till he hath

put all enemies under his feet” (1

ary

to the f'nai “Cruc:fy hlm,

“and He: may

"To us, the present day is real cause
for d:scouragement In almost every
country in the world, there.is insur-
rection and. uprisings. AuthOnty is..
being ignored, and the rights of
others trampled under foot: Powers_
of all description .are. bemg chal-

-lenged—church ,rnet_mn state,’ cou_n-
"ty city, home=—and all other forceq
. of law and order are being defied..

a

~'To us, these conditiong bring’ dis- _

- couragement and. threaten ‘despair, -

but not to Him: *“He shall'not . . . be -

on the ‘earth, Rebellion will be .

"crushed and- the rebels -banished.
> “For -the earth shall be full’ of the -

knowledge of the Lord, as the waters.
cover the sea” (Isa, 11:9). ‘In this

assurance, the Conqueror moves on' -

amid the mad rush of anarchy. He is

—ravages of the evil times do not dim-
Hls vision of the city He is preparing.
. No dlscouragement for Him! He

bu:lds on in. the serenity of his own . . @
‘heaven ‘amid the grandeurs of His .
fown creation. -

In thmkmg of H:m, we must not

_',"forget our ‘position in Him,. [t has
" been decreed that we are “heirs and- .

joint heirs” ‘with ‘Him.-We should -
share His hopes, feel His ¢ courage; be

. moved by His faith, and walk with. -
Him amid the fast- crumblmg‘ cmh- E

zations of the day. -
“We -are not left without'. Warnmg

'concernmg life's fading picture, He -

told up of the soon-coming night, and
warned us that in the' world we would

*‘have tribulation, but bade us be of -

good’ cheer for He has overcome the

-warld, -

The outlook from Hxs vantage
point is gorgeous. Said He, “I am'.
the first’ and the last.” “I hold . the
keys.” There need be ‘no fear—no

* ‘anxiety: “Be of good cheer,”
Cor. 15:25), aod the promlse is cause -

o for courage.

To one, standing-in the holocaust

- He smd “Come up hlgher, and I w:ll

. discouraged.” He will set Judgment,

- undigturbed by-the tottering thrones, E
" for His is established forever. The

The Praacher 8 Megnzine '

" shew " thee.”
“*John is but typical of the call that".
- will come to all: “Behold, the bride-

; Noeemopr. 1975 -

That ‘Lpersonal “call to

L)

':Ts";é 'sﬂéﬁdal‘ ﬁfliif\iijSidh Street

or T0O LONG AGO our famlly went
" through the distrdctions and.
adjustmenta mvolved in moving. The

" 'new address-is on ‘Division Street. I

prefer more romantic street names;

I discovered that. Division Street'is _'._
even more divided than its name BUg-.

gests Opposite sides of the street are

numbered  with different series of -
“numbers. On our ‘side- we are elght-_-
"< hundreds, while across the way the

-houses are: numbered in the 8ix hun- '

dreds. o

Calling a tradesmen mvolves ex-
pimnmg to him about the division on .-
Division Street. This causes many

puzzled commenis and questions. I

"don’t know the ‘answer and I don't:

- feel - respond:ble But I am curious.
However. ‘no one seems to know why

-~ our gide ‘of the block-doesn't ' cor-

..respond with the other side. _The rea-

; sgons have been logt from memory and
- one can only theorize. Why. was our
bloek dw:ded and the next block'.‘

by-.

LPastor 7.
. ‘The Wealeyan Chureh.
_Owosso, Mich.

3 Harold R Croaser

i .

: groom cometh; go ye dut to meet -

him" (Matt 25:6). Until then, “He
ehell not be discouraged.” Amen.

L .

'_\

! -numbered cons:stently‘? R
"The division is now. more comph-r :

cated than ever. A crewtame around

" the other day and lettered our street
-numbers ‘on 'the. curb in gleaming

fluorescent white. The dmsxon geems .. .

“to be.with us to stay. It is hard to-
‘fetrace ‘human steps. and undo the.
-miscalculations or . mraunderstand

ings of the past. :
A-walk down. “Proteetant Lnne

reveals a multlphclty of" numbenng '
--that has’ little rhyme or-reason.
Eccles:getlcally, many .of us have . -

lived on.the same street. for a long
time. We have gotten accustomed to

the varied numerals and shades of =

theological belief. To church people

the multiplicity doesn’t seem so bad. - -~
We have smug feelings about our -
“cozy beliefs and- comfortable per-
petuation of religious idigsyncracies. »
" Somietimes it i8 a bit disconcertingto .
- discover that. the people across the'
street- aren’t so different after all o
. Bagic. beliefs nre.common. - T
The sed fact is thntthepeoplemth. o
~'whom we try to communicate gbout -
salvation’s plnn just cannot under-
- -stand the variations-on.Protestant
.. "Lane. Our organizational numeral -
~_system' has- little reason’to the un-
_:mtmted and the unconverted. Hav-
.. ing not been catechized, they cannot -
" comprehend why so ‘many_ barriers .
are formed to the process -of evange~

llsm
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: ._passed it off in the spirit in which it~

. crowded my brain. My stomach was.

CALL TO SERANT

G. 5. COWLES, Pastor, Chuich of lhe_Nn'z'flréné, Covina, calf

L
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e THE PAST(IH DEAI.S WITH
AR - DAMAGED EMOTIONS

cal}mg h:m mto my m"l“ce zmd ]ettmg
_him have-it right between the eyes..1
consmderéd possible texts for a biting -

‘ AND BEING IN AN AGONY- he pmyed=t
_ more earneqtly, and ‘his sweat
‘became likée great. drops of blood”
- (Luke 22:44, RSV).0 - :
. _He came up behind me quletly. gs "
I visited with people after worship,
let out & shriek, and jammed his two
" thumbs intg my" ribs, T’ jerked vio- -
lently,  and whirled on him. He wias-
“beside himself ‘with mirth over my .
‘sudden discomfiture. I was half he-
side. myself with an avalanche of .
. unpastoral-like reactions.: The deed-
. -had startied me. I felt my face begm- B
‘ning to flush with embarrassment in_
. :front of all the, people looklng on, But, ~
. my minjor ‘emotion was ope. of sting-
Jing rage at .our church’s “village -
- idiot,” who delighted in such pranks.
A flood-. of appropriate- reqponsca
rushed'to.my mind; But in'a great.
exhibition of :self control, T. blt my
. tongue, - responded to his - hearty .
laughter with. a . sick smile, and

son “of~God's -man. For certhin, 1
would ease him off the board and out
of any official IES[)OI]SIbl]lty

“cuss it with my wife, and dramatical-

“point where it struck her’ funny. She_
“began- to laugh This in’turn" made
me further exaggerate my imaginary
“conversation thh the 1rrespon51ble
clnd :
Soon I'was lﬂughmg nt myaeif too:
With ‘that, - natural discharge. of ten-

- without an éccasional quickening of
‘breath in.the’ week ahead whenever
the incident-came to mind. = .-

- Sucly an '’ event-~trivial. mdeed
when considering the gravity of some’-
_incidents which shock: pastors——poses
“inevitable theolognca] and spiritual "~
~probléms for ‘the conscientious pas-’
tar. We have lived so long with super-..
‘Iatives. in terms of holiness: theology

- was done-—as'a big joke.. _
o But it was no Joke with me.. ‘The
- incident ruined my dmner, as’ nu-
merous less-than-pious. ‘thoughts

- knotted, my teeth were clenched, and . ' tions are bound to create probleins of

. sermon ‘on proper-regard for the per- * -

-By that evening | was able to dlS- '

ly acted out the several possible ways -
-1 could respond. 1 overdid it to.the -

~. sjon, .1 was nble to sleep—but. not

‘that such nakedly raw ‘human-emo- ..

AN

- well-directed rage was striking, But -

" there in the Garden of Gethsemane
His transparent emotionality becaine ’

. urise? Should.not 1 hdﬁéimmédia'te.ly

. embraced’ the jokester and thanked:

~'God that he.had become the ugent of -
~ testing and blessing to me?

Theologies of the Spirit- filled llfe

- tend to be docetic. They fail to take
- seriously the reality of genuine hu-

i m'an' emotionality. They ‘seek to lift

- “.us.to a-heavenly place where human
. . actions’ and reuctions wzll fail- to -

: really touchus.

-But the nverwhelnimg evidence is ,

, t_o,. the contrary. Pastors. are peoplé
- first and foremost.” When they are
startled, they jump. When smitten,
- they smart.-When pricked, they feel
-pain; - When stabbed,
“When rejected, they suifer. .. -

Further, ,when the .emotional

- wound is not_pr,ope_rly treated, it may

“heal in a'deficient manner,.or'it may-

.not heal at-all." It may become a
putrid infection, a growing cancer. A

pastor’s. ministry may-be ‘crippled, or-
even prematurely cut short, under -

- the impact of damaged emotmns
-"Lel's face 1t the church is not only'
- in abattle—lt is the battleficld itself,
.Pastors, more often than not, are the’

*“ones upon whom the full ‘weight of

the struggle descends. Pastors some. -’

-times suffer cruel and unspeakable
‘injury. . Or they.may simply sink

under the accumulated weight of dis- -
appmntment after - d:sappomtment -

was "flesh .and blood.. His emotions

- were real and tender. His capacity for -

- vividly visible. The agony which tore

.at-His spirit so tightened the. gkin.on -
H:s forehead, and so raised His blood -
. those that provoke him'is just that-—
* reaction: *Smash them, O God!"But’ .-
“after venting his anger, his frustra-

- pressure: that blood oozed-from:His
- pores. This is an uncommon - phe-
nomenon, - as doctorg will confirm,.

they bleed :

“he. shall be judged,.
demned; and:lét his. prayer become gin.:
Let his days be few; and let another tpke S

* . his office. Let his children be fatherless, .

-Jesus was not made of cast iron. He " “and his wife'n widow, Let his children be: .

“continually vagabonds, and beg: let them -

*. seek their bread also out of their desolate - - -

."Let there be none.to extend - . -

. Let this'be the re----

ward of mine. adversanes from the LORD o

“-and of them that gpeak evil- u’gmnst my ©

ultimate emergency emotional crisis;
First, He acknowledged. the reality- .
-of His. prob!eni “Father, if thou art
‘willing, réemove this cup from me” (v.
42, RSV). Jesus faced the cup. He did

not try to pretend that its bitter con-

tents did. not exist., Nor.did He. seek -
-mystic flights of sp1r1tual escape, The.
cup had come-to Him, not by His.
choice or decision, but in the.course"

of faithfully domg the Father 's will:

reflect*‘. hls feelings: A

"Hold not thy'peace, (0] God of my' o
_praise; -for the ' mouth of the wicked and" = .-
the muuth of ‘the.deceitful are opened
.m,umsl me: theéy have’ qpoken against me

with a lyiti tongue. They compassed me

) fnu;,ht against me wnthmn f t-lll‘aC (109

1-3).

- He.shrank from its-implications. He '

~would “gladly have had ‘the lion’s =

‘mouths stopped and.the fiery furmace -

._'-quenched But no such mlraclb was

‘to occur : -
I find the Paalmist refreshmg in 1_,

the candid’ and tnpostured way he

- about also wlth words. ol hutred Aand -

What pastor hus not. Iell thls way'

places. . .
mercy unto him -,

soul" (109:6-20).

-about his . opposition at times? But -
. note the Psalmist's reaction- Lo those -
. who'are aligned against him: - .
“Set thou a wicked man over him: and. S
e let Satan stand at his right hand. When-" @ -
let” him ‘be. con IR

"The Psalmlsts fu‘st reactlon to.

: my rlbs ‘Were: sore. 1z thought ab‘t’)ﬁt‘"‘ guilt," How can g truly™ Spmf‘f‘l]ed“”'”“""'f o 1"_“"'_and*lt‘cErtalnlyweﬂects—un*uncom-—tlon his hostility, at some length, he

‘ mat:cally" From_ whence ‘do these

l From the Reuwed Srandard Vt-rsmn n! Uu H:
- aggresmve destructlve thoughts

- -ble, cnpyrlghlcd 19\6 ‘and 19'1" o
6

pastor react so strongly and so auto-

"% Tha. Preﬂchers Mugazina S

mon degree of emotional | stress.
Therefore, it is of vital importande to.

E ‘me to dlscover how He lmndled Hls

Novumber. 1975 .

finally falls breathless and spent be- _

fore his Heavenly Father, and con-

fesses psychosomatic dlsnrders which _



:", are all t()o familiar to those who have_ ’

" been shot at: Y

A1 am poor and needy. and my heart is

" wounded. within me. I am gone like the
shadow when it-declineth: I am tossed

-up and-down as the locust. ,My knees are -
- weak.through fasting; and my flesh fmI :

-~ eth of fatness™ (vv. 2224, .

" Finally, he prostrates himself be- -
. fore God and cries out with'a kind of -

primeval -wail: “Help’me, O LORD
my God:.O save me according to thy

~mercy” (v. 26). Prostg‘ate before the

‘Lord, theré is a cathartic discharge of

dangeroug emotions. Then comes.the
healing, soothmg, Testorative power |
of the Spirit. Tt is 4.different man-
who is-able to close the psalm. with-

. the: teqtlmony I will greatly . praise
the LORD with my rhouth .. . For he
- shall stand at the right hand of the

- ‘poor, to"save him from those that -
*' condemn his soul’” (yv. 30 31). - -

: Do not try to draw me out into a°

theologi'c_al: debate over the.Psalm-
. ist’s-aggressive reactions. Admitted-

. If they were, then there: would have-- 100 pat. Yet I could not forget the story..

© - been little .need to pray such a -
" . pfayer. It is premselydbeeauqe he had

a ‘problem that he is driven to: the

. pomt of such .spiritual desperation. .
© 7. .1 wouldn’t - venture - to  surmise .-

. God’s attitude toward such an honest
~ and open display of feeling. But I fail -

“to see any. indication, either here or
elsewhere in the Scriptures, that our -
Heavenly Father cuts us off whén we "

.are emotlonally distraught . and per-

."~haps given to a season .of.overreact--

- ing. But I do know. that such po-
" tentially destructive feelmgs are less
- “likely- to do  permanent, damage—

© either to others or. ourselves—when’

they "are frankly faced. and openly

confessed in the plece of prayer, '

- Healing of troubled spirits begms at

the prayer of acknowledgement

. Second, Jesus prays the prayer of
reimqutshment s

the_point where we, .like Jesus, pray.

nevertheless, )

not my will but thme be done
Catherine . Marshall relates the

'story of her long bout with tubercu-
losis. It was after being bedridden for .. :
15 months that shé acknowledged her

sinfulness, repented, confessed,

it regulted in nothing. -

One day a, pumphlet was put into .
her hand that, told ‘the story of a
~missionary. who had’ been an- mvalld
~for "years. . ‘Finally, worn out with ‘

futile petition, she prayed a prayer of °

relmqumhment n effect, she told

the Lord that she didn't careif she . =
-was sick for the rest of her life, just = - -

"'s0. long as she. could dontinue to wor-:

“ship” and -adore Him. . Within two .
weeks, according to .the pamphlet, o
-she was 'out of bed and completely -~ -
well, Catherine Marshall records her: e

. . reaction to this sto
1y, they are not what they should be. sory:

4

-made. restitution, ‘and -received for-. -
-giveness by-faith. A spiritual trans- ..
. formation occurred. But her.physical .. .
'problem remained unchanged.. She = . -
-prayed’ unceasingly for healing, But- .

This made ‘no sense tp me. It seemed,'

On the morning of September fourteenth

(how. can l:ever forget the date?) I came -
to the same point. of abject acceptance.
“I'mtired of asking” was the burden of
my prayer. “I'm beaten; finished.' God,
. "You decide what you want for me for the -
-rest of mylife. . Lo
- faith- as. 1 understood faith. I expected. ..
_nothing. The gift of my. sick self was .

" Teats flowed. 1 had no

made with no trace of graciousness. .

“The resuit was as “if windows had - -
..opened in heaven; as if some dynamo of -
: heavenly power had ‘bégun flowing, flow- . -

: lng into me. From thﬂt moment my re-

covery began.?
Gethsemane

Calvary, and the

_Cross have about them a dimeénsion . -
~of ineffable divine mystery which

forever -lies beyond the’. range of

human understanding. We graspthe. =~
. day of resurrection-and the’ trmmph S

.9, Cnthmne Mnrnhnl! Beyond: Ourulun (New™ T

York: McGraw-Hill Book Company, Ine 1961l' p-

.83 Uned with pe:mmmn L

The Preecher s Magnzlne". R

e

' of falthfulneﬁs only by faith. Until"
‘then, there is no escape from ‘the -

~agony of spirit which always accom- -

panies: our personal Calvaries. But -

there is great relief, sweet ‘assurance,

". and  abundant  confidence at the
_ point of our total relmqmshment We

- lay. our armor down, we quit fighting,

- we cease the struggle “Nevertheless _

""

“not-my will .

Third, Jesus prays the prayer of .

fulf;liment “Not my will, but thine’

' be done.””.The prayer of relmqulsh :
ment is not.a spmtual cop-out; it 1'-5‘_
“the highest declaration of fmth Ttis

the -positive -expression "of the soul’.
.the steady eye, ﬁrm footstep, and

“calm assurance of one in command,

‘He was judged a criminal; Yet He
- carriéd himself with the regal bearmg
~and royal dngmty of a kmg

in the dependability and certainity. of

" God’s will being done! Though 1 may-
" not- understand why: it.is that the’

Cross lies at the chmax of faithful-
ness, I do understand. that it -all fits

‘ toge-th'er in God's ultimate purposes.
‘To see this, to sense this, to believe =
‘this, releases healing forces which

can c¢alm the troubled spmt nnd heal

‘the broken heart.

Jesus -went into the. Garden of
Gethsemane distraught, - troubled,
sorrowful. Jesus.came out of the gar-

den reheved rel'reshed nnd ’renewed

in spirit.-

~Jesus set HlB face hke a flmﬁ and .
‘walked straight ahead toward the

accomplishment of His assignment.

" The fire grew hot, the battlé raged,

people all atound: began to fly apart,

"But through it all, Jesus walked with -

Y

We Try Harder

* WAS. IN conve'asxﬁou : a'gdih' this *

.morning about ‘ministers' children

" who have the reputation of being un- ",

* diaciplined. Certginly an easy subject

of conversatlon‘\through the years— -
- “those preacher’s kids.” But however
. long the list of ““exceptions” of godly

~ministers whose children havé turned

agdinst: God and the church, we

should all be reminded that uncon-
trolled ch1ldren are 8 shame upon our‘., ,

mmlstry

““For a- pastor must be a good man .

" *Minister to Youth, First Church ol' the Nn:-.
mne.andenn Cnlif : : B S

" November, 1975 © <.

. '  - :5",‘- : By Floyd L. Schwanz

whose hfe cannot be. spoken agamst
He must have a well-behaved family,
‘with children .who- ‘obey. quickly and

quietly’’ (1 Tim. 3:2a, 4, TLB).**
The parsonage family 'needs to be'a’ ;

“clear witness -and example of God's

‘.gpattem for the home, especmlly {n

our society when so much pressure -
‘comes that would destroy homes and -
family life. 1t seems to me that our
* Christianity-is proved at home with
those: who know us best. If the. pa:-

' Hnuna Pubhahers. Whenwn. m.) Uned by permmlon

o

sonage is not a place of love, ' joy; J-
**The meg ‘Bible, copyright .19, 'I‘yndala .

R
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. .peace, patience, courtesy, gentleness, -
~ faith, goodness, and discipline—then.

’ where? If God is not able to meét.
_ -the needs of family life, then is the.
' Slmday performance enough to make;

any difference? -
, Tt takes a lot of timé 10 be a hus-
. band-and father. Several friends of

mine have asked how I have time for.

-my fam:ly in such a busy schedule.
And my answer has becorme more and

more that I don’t just have. time,-I.

-plan it. 1 simply réserve at least one
night each week for my. family. Then

© . if I'am sitting. in a,committee meet-

' ing somewhere, and future dates are -
consndernd which conﬂlct with ‘my =
- family night, I respond that I havean -

appointment that night. Of course, if

- other nights are available for us, and'
~ no open ones. for the group, our night’
- can be shifted without much’ diffi-..
. culty ‘Every Christian- parent makes-

“time for his family. But in the par--

- sonage family—we try harder.

~The atmosphere of -a Christian -

’

home is ‘more. easily ‘seen. and ‘felt”

than explmned And a great crowd of -
‘witriesses waits to see'the évidence of -’

" our spoken words when. they visit the:

parsonage or- when we take our family

to vu-nt in thejr homes. God has called

~have been wrong. Christian parents
~ should -strive for complete openness .
-and honesty 'with each other and- .

their children: But i in the parsonage L

——we try harder,

Not only do we train our chlldren

_to be responsible for their behavior at
‘home, school; church, and commu- )
“.pity, but we diso have responsibility .
“to teach concepts. Qur children, per- | |
- haps above all' othérs, need to know . .
_the scnptural ‘principles we live-by, ©

and: the  reaséns - for the faith- we

trensure A mmlsters child will be
called on- more frequent[y for an- .
swers, ‘and therefore needs to have :

solid, practical conceptq

‘Perhaps even ‘more important, our -
known above .-
other Christians us young people who -~

- care, who really show deep' love'and -
copcern for . others—both’ ‘older, and. .
-younger. I cannot imagine a greater -

children - should  be -

compl:ment to my ministry. than to

- :.-have my wife and children anxious to
serve ‘those heeds which ‘surround
‘them. Of course, every Christian par- . -
_ent encourages attitudes and acts-of
love. But in the parsonage—uwe try'{ '

harder. . _
Well ‘we do, don t we" .

el eae el

.us to be ministers of His gospel and . "4

a part of that calling seems to be to

. our own family. Every Christian par- .

. ent makes sure his children learn to

“obey the Lord’s will in their lives and -
" become productive’ citizens. But in -
"~ the parsonage famxly—we try harder.

Another lesson | have ‘been learn-
“ing is that | am not “the Reverend”

" when I get home. T am “Daddy” and -

.- *“Honey.” I want-to be the spiritual - -
. leéader, but not- 80 authoritarian that -
‘T cannot be a’ real dad and com-

pamon It takes a generous amount of

: ‘_.;old fashioned _honesty to break down '
- .the'walls until my.real self communi:

-cates with each one in my family-in

. - 'willing to say ‘T'm sorry when I know [
. 10‘ LTS . - i

THANKSGIVING

That ﬁelds have yiélded nmple storc
Of fruit and wheat and corn,

That nights of restfal blessedness

" ‘Have followed each new. morn;

" That flowers have blussomed by the

. paths . =
Thnt thread our workmg dnys

; _That lave has. filled us with dehghi

We ol‘fer heurtfelt priuse.

Strewn thick along .our way,

' Her looks of constant lb'velmess, S

We thank our God today;
But for the Spirit’s subtle grthh
The higher, better. part. :

L Tho treasures gathered in the soul—.
* love. Being honest means I must be ', -

" The harvest of the heart.

Ton T ,-wAuthor unknown

", The Pr.eachprs Maga;me .

Not nnly fnr the earth's rlch g‘ﬂ-s, e ,

John Wesley on Sm-

productive writer, left no volume of

i _systemut:c thcology for his fellowera ‘His -
" teachings dnd conceptions -are acattered g

throughout his: voluminous works, espe-

" cially.in his Twenty-five Articles'of Reli-’
gion, "his Stanidard Sermens, -ind his
‘.-Fxplanatary Naotes tipon the New Testa:
‘ment. But-a veritable host of theologians
from” Wesley's day to the presént have -

.. written much about what they interpret
.. - Wosley to haye said; of inteided to have
‘- been understood ‘on partlculur subjects. -
.- Those who are interestéd in a careful
"~ analysis of divergent representations of

Wesley's views are referred to Robert C.

* Chiles's Theological Transition in Ameri-
can -Methodism: 1790-1935 .(New York-
. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1965). Chiles .
" “devotes especial attention to three arens.
of Wesleystheology revclutlon sin, and .

grace.

sins, Harold Lindstrom made this perti-

'General l’resldent Fmentua Fhe ‘-Vcsh.yun

. Chhrch
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By Roy S. Nlcholson*

4“-‘1’

_and Sanctification, p. 19).
- The fact of sin—both ongmul or mbred

gin and cutward. smq—Wcsley lield to be

- onn WFleY the keen theologmn und ‘,.qomc 1:[._,ht on the plnce and- purport of_
sanctification in his theology" (We';le_y .

indisputable, He grounded his teaching "

‘'opinions” i)s mere *'feathers, not worth

“the naming" (Works, X1I, p. 478).! One

of his longest treatises is on Original Sin,

.Of its fact he -was convmced but as to
“how it is trangmitted,” he perceived -
“that, there were mscrumble mysteries’
connected with'it. 'l'o one correspondent |
.who had -asserted that “there are but
- three opinions,” Wesley replied: *T care -
" not if there were none, The fact | know,
‘both- by scnpture and by expencnce [; ‘
- know ‘it is transmitted; but how it is .
transmltted I nenher know nor deqlre to:
: know '

Wesl Deﬁ ition of Sin ©
A careful study ()f Wesley & teuchmga _ ‘WL‘S ey B n

concerning-sin will clearly show that. he.
.. makes-definite distinction’ betwegr orii- -
~ -.inal sin and its manifestations in %pcufic

.“Nothingis sif, strictly speakmg, but a

voluntary transgression-of a known lawof .
God. “Therefore, every voluntary breach -~
“of the law. of love is siny nnd nothing. o

: 1
‘nent.observation: "An invegtigation of his . eise. i we speak proper Yo

[Wesley s] conceptmn Ofﬁln should tbrow ™ ‘refererices to Works are to The Works ﬂf .-
-Jokn Wesley, Complete and Unabradged. A Reprint-
~Classic (Grand Rap:ds Mlch - Zondervan Puhlmhmx o

. Huuse) -

. There. muy,

' on Scnplure and reasén. He considered | & -
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‘ be ten thousand wandermg thoughts nndf'

forgetful intervals, without any breach of

“love, though not without tmnsgressmg__
"7 the Adamic law” (Works, XII, p. 394).

"Wesley recognized-.that there was a

. difference between deliberate and con. -
sciously willed acts, ‘and involuntary acts "

", . and inadvertencies which did not violate:
“.the law of love, As a. consequence of-
‘Adam's fall there were weaknesses in his
*.posterity which prevented their perfect

conformlty to the nature Adam- possessed

.- prior to the FaH (See Gen 1;26- 28 3L
oo 2 15—3:24),

‘For. this dlfference, as- Wesley undor-

. stood it, one is referred to his words in his

" pamiphlet, Thoughts on Christian Per-
fection; ‘published soon after the Confer- -

- -ence of 1759. Wesley here’ used his well-

- known method of questions and answers,
and one of the questions was: “How can -
“every. thought, word, and .work be gov-. ..
. ernéd by - pure. love, and the man be
‘subject at the same time to tgnoranco g
and mistakes?” Wesley answered:’

. “I'sée no contradiction here ,
I do not expect to be freed: from actual
mistakes til this mortal puts on im-

..mortality. T believe this to be a natural
" consequence of the soul’s dwelling in flesh

and bloed. For we cannot now think at

all, but by the mediation.of those bodily .
.. organs, which have suffered equally with

- ‘the rest of our frame, And hence we can- -

. not avoid aometlmes thinking wrong, till-

this corruptlble shall have put on incor-
ruptlon

1is not’ properly a ain.-However, .it ¢cannot

. bear the rigour of God’s justice, but needs:
- -__"‘the atoning. blood” (A Plain Account of
. - Christian Perfection, pp. 42- 43). "

' Wesley did not hold a iaght {or low)

"« view of sin, -for in this small treatise on -

. Christian. Perfeotmn he declared: “Every -
- such mistake is . tmnsgress:on of 'the

. perfect law.-Therefore, dvery. such’ mis- ~
. take, were it not for the blood of. atgne-
t ~ment, would expose to eternal dampa-
© tion. It follows that the most perfect have -
o ‘continiial need of the-merits of Christ.”
.. He then immediately writes: “All: men’
- areliable to mistake, and that in practice
. ag well s in Judgment But they do not
know. or do not ‘observe, that this iz not

- sin, 1!' love is the sole prmmple of uctlon M

12

Indeed _

. . Yet where every word.and
- action aprmgs from love, such a- mistake.”

. To the infel?e_nc'e expressed that if men
tived “without sin” thé'y'wo‘uld “‘exclude
plied: “Farfrom it'. . . The best of men

-atill need Christ in. Hls priestly office to
.atone for their omissions, .their ghort-

" the-necessity of n Mediator.” Wesley re- - .

comings {as someé not 1mproper1y speak), R

. their mistakes in ]udgment and practice, - -
nnd their defects of various kinds, for . -
kthese are all devintions from fhe’ perfect

law, and consequently need the: atone-
ment, Yet that they are not properly sins,

- we. apprehend, may. -appear from. the’
. "words of St, Paul: ‘He that loveth hath -
_fulfilled the law; for.love is the fulfilling - -
of the law' (Rom. 13; 10). Now mistakes - -
" and whatever- mﬁrmmea nocessarliy flow = -
- from the corruptible state of the body are . -
" in o way contrary to }ove, nor, therefore, -,
" in the Scripture sense sin . .
a person filled with the love of God isstill .,
lmble to thiese involuntary transgressions .
. Such transgressions you may call -
-gin, lf you please; I'do not, for the reasons

above mentmned ” {Ibto‘ pp 44 45)

“Outward gin"’

. I believe

Wesley sounds a very posmve and clear .

note on- what -he ‘designates “outward.
sin,” by which he means. “'gin,’ according.
to the plain, common acceptance of the .
‘word; an actual; voluntary transgression - ...
of the-law; of the revealed, written law of. -
‘God; of any commandment of God, ack-~
- niowledged to be such’at the time.that it -
is. transgresaed " In consldermg 1 John -
3:9 in Sermon XIX, “The Great inlege )

of Those That Are Bom of God," he says:’

“But whosoever is born of God,’ while he. -
. ‘abideth in faith and love, and in the spirit :
‘of thanksgmng. not only doth not, but o
*~ cannot,.thus commit sin. So long as he
_'thus believeth in God’ through Christ,
and loves him, and is ‘pouring out his

héart before him, he cannot voluntarily;

" transgress. any command of Gad, either

by speaking or acting what he knows God

edges that “a. difficulty. will immediately

- occur; and -one’ that to many has ap-

The Preacher's _Magnzine

- hath forbidden: So'long that seed which =
. remaineth in him, that. loving, praying,
‘thankful faith, compels him to refrain
from whntsoever he knows to -be an
obommotlon in the mght of God" (Works, L
'V, pp: 227-28).. - .
" With perfect: candor Wesley acknow]- ‘

that - sin- is near,

~ peared 'iﬁo}lperable; an'd induced them to .
‘ deny the- plain assertion of the Apostle,

and give up the privilege of the children

. of God.”” Wesley cites three cases: David,

“who could and did sin; yea, the horrid"

gins. of adultery and murder”’; Barnabas,
* who gharply contended with Paul and for-
. .sook him’ “to whom he had been in so
-*._immediate a manner joined by the Holy
"~ Ghost”; and Peter (Acts 10:38; Gal. 2:11-.
~:14), who plainly acted contradictory. to -
. his_previous . posmon .and convictions,
_ .as instances of the fact that one who was -
- ‘undoubtedly born of God"” may lapse into
- gin. Then Wesley asks: “But how can this
. be reconciled’ with the assertion of St.

John (1 Johin 3:9).if taken in the obvious

literal meaning.that *“whosoever is born
of God doth not commlt #in'?"" (bed PP
.228-29).

" ‘His observatlon on thm quesuon ig.

that “So long as ‘he that i bom of God

© " keepeth himself,” (which he is able to do -
by the grace of God) ‘the. wicked oneg

touchest - him not!"” But. if he keepeth

*.not himself, if he abide not in the faith, ~ -

he may commit sin even as another man

. .~ He did not ‘keep himself,’ by .that |

g'race of God which was sufficient for him. .

" He fell,. step by step. First, into negative,-

: mward sin .
sin, mchnmg to wickedness with his heart.

, Next, he lost his faith, his sight of a-:

: _nnrdoning God, and consequently his
- -love of God;: and being then weak and

- like another man, hé was capable of com- -

mittmg evan outward Sm" {Ib:d p 230)

. Then into positive, inward

"From grnce to sm : i
With his usual attention to the logrcal

- stéps from grace to sin, Wesley outlined’ .
“‘thé uniquestionable progress from grace
to 'sin.” “Thus it goes on,: from step to
" - gtep. (1) The divine seed of loving, con- . S
A study of Mr. Wesley’s views on the )

power of ain, from which believers may' -
‘be delivered; and the practice ‘of 'sin,"

quering faith, remains in him that is born

. of God."He koepeth himeelf;’ by the grace
N of God, . and ' cannot commit sin.’- (2) A ©.
s tempt,atlon arises; “whether from. - the .
~ . world, the Mesh, or the devil, it matters‘..'

‘not. (3). ‘The Spirit of God gives warning

and bids him’ more
abundantly watch unto prayer.. (4) He

- gives way, in some degree, to the tempta- -
tion, which.now begins to grow pleasing-

to h1m (6) The Holy Spirit is grieved; his

fmth is wenkened and hls ]ove of ‘God-

e Novarnhor. 1975
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grows cold. (6) The Spirit reproves him

. mare sharply, ond saith, ‘This is the way;.

walk thou init.’ (7}, He turns away from

“the pamful voice. of God, and listens to . ..
‘the pleasing voice of the tempter {(8) Evil’ .

desire begins and aprenda into his soul,
till faith and love vanish'away. He is then

capable ‘of committing outward sin, the .~
_power of theé-Lord havmg departed from ‘
him" {Ibid., p. 231) s

.t\

. Answenn_g n perplox;ng. qu'e's.t'ion'

" Before concliiding this sermon (XI1X),

" ‘Wesley gives a “clear and incontestable -

- answer to 4 question which has frequently -

* perplexd many who were sincere of
“heart: ‘Doks sin precede or follow the loss -
of faith? Does a child of God first commit
sin, and thereby lose hia faith? Or does he

lose his faith first, before he can commit
-5in?".1 answer, Some gin of omission, at .

-~ least, must necessarily precedo thelossof
‘faith: some inward sin:’ But .the loss - -
of faith must precede the committing of iy

' 4'outward sin” - (Ibid., p.-232). - ;

One who is-truly “‘born of God" 'needs o

to learn “to follow that. diréotion:of the
greot Apostle. ‘Be not high-minded, but

fear.’ Let-us fear sin more than death or. "
hell. Let us have a jealous (though not -
“painfut) fear, lest we should lean to-our .
_-own deceitful heart . o
‘standeth fast in the gmce of God in'the .
_faith that overcometh the. world may .
‘nevertheless fall: into inward sin and
. theteby ‘make shipwreck of his faith, -
.And how.easily.then will outward sin re-." -
" gain its dominion over him! Thou, there- - .~
- fore,.O0 man of God!’ W,ntch that thou
.mayest pray without cenmng, at all
timea, and in all places; pouring out thy
“heart_before him! So. shalt 'thou always
- behevo. ~and always” love, nnd never

. Even he who now.

commit sin” (Ibid., p, 233).

whnch is inconsistent with faith in Christ,

and therefore must be avoided; and the
.8in which existsin believers but does not-
" reign in them after they are fegenerated,

but from which they may be fully saved

(cleansed) and what he taught that be- -~
ing.saved from all sin involved, must, ‘by. -
fack of space, nwult subsequent treat- L

ment i

"'13'
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a death in the famlly

"*Mini;c,t_e;mg to Members Who Aré;Mémg, o

an DOES THE MI‘HSTER let gO of his

responsibiiity. to’ a family that is

- movmg to another community? All too .
- often a’'minister ceases to be aclwely in-
- volved in the life of a family as soon as '~
- they let it be known they will he leaving.

This "is' an uriderstandable reaction.
The work'of d pastor is filled w:th the

-, tasks of finding new proapects contacting
them, getting them to visit the church,
inviting -them to_accept Christ as their
Saviour, and ‘incorporating them into the .
. fellowship. Added to that are the time-
"~ consuming tasks of administration,
- building programs; maintaining the ex-‘
~isting physical plant, I"mmcmg public. -
relations, the regular-services, preparing.
.. /Bermorns, working with deépartment
" heads, board. meetmgs, Sunday schogl -
R stufﬁng, and overseeing any special areas
of mlnlstry the local’ congregatlon mny :
. have in operation.”
.The programs and mmlstry of & loml :
-church-should aid in accomphshmg two -
objcctweS"(l) to seek: out the lost, and’
add new believers to the congregation, or. -
(2) to build up.the faith and effectiveness '
- 'of the established mempership.
~Unfortunately those two objectives and, -

the many time-consuming obligations of

Y ‘Vt_he pastorate combine to work against
. investing much time in families that have.

by S
: Charles D. Crow

K Church of the Nazarena.

Dopnrtmanl of Evangelism .

~ Theres a tremendaus upheaval in the '
~lives of families who move, creating -
“reactions that are SImlIar to

Y

: dcclured thelr mtent:on to lenve ‘the fel* .
lowshlp The tendency is to have a fare- . -
well, say ‘a lot of. mce thmgs, and let. - -

‘ them go. :

Consider for a momcnt the tremendous .
amount of upheaval involved in such a -
“move, All of the things-that the individ-
uals in the family have come to accept as L
normal - will, change. Actunlly, moving,; .~
.creates many-of the same reactions that = = .
" are caused by-a death. Each member.of -

the. family will . undergo some of the" ;

trauma of identity cnszs .

Persons involved "in the decision. toﬁ .
* move will adjust more easily.” '

-The  move may have been ‘b.rought‘-

-ebout by a promomon of the husband in- -
- his Job-—1n which case he wil] have the -
excitement of new responalblhtles to help’ -

hlm adjust.

If the wife has played an actlvo role in.
~ " the decision, ‘she will have an edsier time.
Many. times; the husband must precede = .-
~her to the new community to begin work. . .-
"This leaves her with all of the packmg, R

and later -the. unpacking.” While she is

packing ahe must -care for her:.children . P
"who are: nenrly always upset by the -
process. Itisa very heavy’ burden and she R

needs support. | . ‘
The very young chlldren may well

‘adjust the best. Most of their relation- -
_ shipa are within the home and will move
- with them. Yetitisstilia confusmg time, -
and one in ‘which they may receive less? .
;"V-attentmn iban they need. .
. Schiool-age -children, up to the teens,

make friends quickly -and have few fears

-abeut the: consequences of the move. An’
-exception to this'would be the child who .
 hag moved before and expenenced prob- e
lems, .
Teen agera nond specml attentlon S

The Proacher s Magazlne Y

coiw

s "I‘heyr have - been 'reaching outside the
- Tamily for their closest relationships. De-
" pending on age nnd mntunty. they may

be dating or “going steady,” In- many

" cases the move will directly- affect the

choice of a mnte That is o serious matter

. _and may cause hostility toward parents
! ,becnuse of the decision to move. :

As '@ family, the move ‘will determme
their financial future. The available

“housing ‘may prove unsatisfactory, The
schools may, be- better or worse. The
‘—opportumtles for éntertainment will -be: -
- different.’And even more important, the

church may be drastically different from‘

E your local congregation. ‘ "

-As their- pnstor, you “need to counsel

with” each ‘moving family. In terms of -
apmtual -and emotional - lmpact ‘this -
event is as significant as o marriage or a .
" death in_the family. You ensily recognize.
;. yaur rcspons:hihty to counsel with fum-‘ -
"< ilies"in these circumstances,”

Your wise and honest. counse\ at thm
important time in their life may mean

the difference botwcoti -them . finding .
- another church of your denomination, or

putting it ol'f and - evcntually slipping

" “back into &in. : :
L Take.the amtmtwe Ca\l and make 2
- an appointment to visit with them. They
may be too busy. to call you, or miy even
.agaume you would not be interested..

_When you artive, get to'the paint. "They

" are busy and the move is uppermost in .
.~ their minds. They will most often be very- .
., .open in talking about the move,
2. Listen for areas of need. The prob—,_
jem arens “should surface. Miany moves
. are prompted by a desire to escape a bad
. situation, In'such a case you may be able -
. to help- them. correct the situation and
"keep thein in your fellowship. .. -
It ‘may come out that. certam memhera

. “of the family need individual help. You

cannot help until you "discover .the need.
Legion. are the persons who have said-

“to me,-*“If 1 can help, give meé a call,” -
Rarely have I called. Those who have
.made a lasting impression on:my lifé are’
the ones who have listened for my needs =
- and then. followed through.
3 Consider giVing them something tor

tie' them to the church and help lhcm in.

" their move.- ‘ 7

A new copy of your’ church dfrectory L
will have special meaning in .a distant -
‘city. If you don't have a directory, a copy-
of the names ‘and addresses of ‘your
~ ¢church: families will ‘be  invaluable to
them far keepmg in contact wub old '

friends.

1 heartily recommend the little book )
. Moumg’ by Eldon Weisheit. Order one
todny for. yourself It is designed to be

given to moving families. Dealing with-

. the problem areas of movmg, the author.
supphes strategies for coping with indi- =
- vidual ‘situations. The- book concludcs_ S

with “Devotions for the ‘move’ ' and sev-

' eral pages for addresses. : B

" 4. Follow through. Find out, thell‘ new. . .-

. address ‘and contact the nearest: pastor..
Your denommatgon may have a serviceto - -

" handle this for you. If 8o, get the’ informa-
tion in hefore the move 50 the new pastor_ o

can help them get settled.

. You love each family in your- congrega- L
- tién. You have hud the joy of seemg many-
of  them . accept. Christ and ‘join ‘the
- church. Don't let them slip out.of town. . -
‘and’ out” of - the. churchwnnd pcrhaps -

even away from Chnst :
Far too-many are lost in the process of
‘moving. -You may not be able to. save

‘them all, but let them remember you as.

‘the pastor who laved them and cared for
thcm—-even as they were leavmg. o

On one of Dw1ght L Moody § trlps across. tho Atlnntlc, afire
“broke out in the ‘hold of the ship. The crew and some volunteers

stood in line and made a human chain to pass the ‘buckets of '

- . 'water.

One’ n-m.an who knew Moody came to lum in high oxcntement .

B and. shouted, ‘‘Let’s go to-the other.end of the ship and pray!’"
' “Noylet's pray right here,” replied the renownod evangehst.

B "That wny we.can’ help pass the buckets too.

- 'N'ava_.mbar,‘ 1 9?5 .
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a difference

" cadillacs”" -
-Steak, and Mansions. -

" Qur s;ienké‘i-llhslr"nigh't was a_great

guy. He had **made’it” as a Christian,

' ‘businessman, and churchman. He’
speak_sw'succcs'smlly to 4housands, and
shares his experience which is confi- -

dent, “catching,” and contagious. I

was challenged “to the depth .of ‘my "
. being—but my .Intcl‘,‘_mcditdtioné
brought home a little uneasiness about . you will pay the price for the King- - ..
-dom’s sake. But-If He should lead you' .

some fundamental questions.

 AmI-to take .the ‘‘riches of ‘the -
. Word" as a sign that I can have any- -
thing I want if I am willing:to pay the
“price? Will God bring material pros-
perity. to me if-I doabfe my tithe?.Is the .
- authentic Christian community to bea -
. “ecult of prosperity™? Daes the history
" of the Church anthenticate such a point.
. of view? (Francis of Assisi didn’t think -
“80.) Is Rev. Ike right, after all, and the
-~ dollar bills will flow dewn like: “‘rivers .
- of living waters™?- .0 .
" You know, Sen, it seems'io me that'
" it is 0 matter of priorities. I am not .
“sure.that I want to pay the kind of price

that will assure me of a Cadilluc, a

They may conie at the expense of other

._values. I'm not sure that the teachings
. and life-style of Jesus were talking like
Cthisatalll -t
- - Surely Jesits was not against wealth. -
- He did not censure money—only the
- love of money. There have always been

a few in the history of the Church who

had  much’ and gave greatly. The
church needs them. They have come . =
‘both *‘by night” and by day. T am not .

: ‘that mdk-é'_ 1

It is not the rhetoric of our prayers—

A

knocking it, for | could use a little more
. myself. T e

But without npology, there is. an- = - ..
other side of the coin—the way of the -, =

-Cross. And thousdands in “that day”

"My guess is that our speaker would =
‘have been successful with or without * :
" Christ, becausé¢ of his, drive and mo-

. tivation within a framework .of tal- -

" ented endowments. I am alsp sure that - -

his Christian witness ‘will bless thou- . =
sands, and I'hope he keeps. it.up—but

with an eye consistently on the Cross.

‘It is not that way for all—and God

never inténded .!‘hat it should be. -

another way, yo.u. are w_eélthy still.

B _[.,o've.,'_q;’.:.:‘."

T . lEﬂ@i:l'lve Praying

"But when ye pray, use not vain repeti-’

tions, as the heathen do: for they .think .
_that they shall be heard for their much
speaking” (Matt. 6:7). . o

; of _ C, & . It is not the arithmetic.of our prayers—, ..
- stenk every-evening, and a mansion. ", @ ; S

- that is, How many? - S

Leloquent?

© ‘argumentative?

-~ It is not the method of our pra}ers"——'H_aw"

~orderly? .

. our prayers,. R
R —Selected

-It'is not the: music of our prayeré-‘—!_{‘o_w B

S The Preacher’s MAag_u"z!nlél B

" will feel that the wealth of His grace -
has been theirs for a whole lifetime .
~ because of following Him! ' '

. -Son, you are starting out well-ut
- _tegrity is still the word. If it is God's -
-~will that you be wealthy, I hope that

ow .

"It .is not'the geometry of ou'r‘prayer's——.-
<. Howlong? -~ = S -

" But how fervent aﬁduhaw“be"e-m_‘ng we ..

]

w7 for usefulhess, accomplishment, and genuine’service.. - -

. Conﬁ‘piléd-b}' th'é Géneré_l-_sr_e"war'dship Cqmmissio_n l _DON.WILDE, Office Editor -

- Genorat Sunorintandont Goulter
© " Leadership - -

. oday, more than ever before, attention is being given to the -
* " ““role of the leader. This emphasis isvital and necessary. New .,
- techniques have been developed. New methods of mativating - -
“:people have been discovered. T.h.e'C_hL_Jrc_h'can (‘erof:t_fr‘qm_ a. o
proper.. understanding ;and- application ~of those principles.
. .- which have been tried and-tested and proved to'be effectivein "
" other worthy fields. © .0 "7 e
" Vet with-all the, available books, courses, ahd seminars

. there is often a basic and fundamental lack: Thefi;s’sqnl._ial in-.
" gredient-in-leadership is too often overlooked. The factis that . . |
at the very center of true leadership there must _E)e'ar deep . ¢!
~ . -sénseof subservience.. . - T CRnn
Y " Subservience and leadership-are not really contradictory.” -
if-they are held in proper balance, they provide the foundation

", “No leader in.the Church ¢anbe trusted w,ho’_ddés‘hotf'feel‘ '

a deep sense.of accountability to-God: and the people whom' - po

“he serves. The desire to control, to direct, to achieve must be . ! “

5T kept fully committed to the will of ‘God _a‘nd the mgmber_s pf S
Cd thebody of Christ. - e T
Y7 "Most disastrous chapters have been recorded in_the_.lllf:e-rof_

" the Church by ministérs who, forgot that great privilege re- . -
5 quires a deep subservience. He who serves best is one who is L
- aware of the.deepest obligations. He is not a swaggering, arro-

- gant, independent

ent operator_driving toward the accomplish--

ment of -his owni aims and objectives whatever the cost.-. ~ - . -

4 . FOR.
PASTORS ™ |
and LOCAL - .

'~ CHURCH. -
! LEADERS:

EARL C; WOLF, Executive Directdr .

._ﬂ K
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. Dr, Samuel Youn\g has often quoted ]ohn Waesley to the.
effect'that a preacher’s greatest protection is his dependency-
' on the church. When wealth or position remove the necessity =
..¢= . of dependence on the people, even preachers are Irable to !

v become arrogant, thotightless, and irresponsible. . : SR

" . Jesus himselfived by this rule. Paul’s words are a constant -
. remindér. of His attitude. “Let.your bearing. towards one an- .
~ “other arise qut of your life in Christ Jesus: For the divine nature

e T ey

HECENTLY SENT TO PASTOHS

: AND QRDEFHNG SECHETAHIES

P'CTURES | |
teconos AND TAPES |

to-g op tfus

PASTOR Suggest that your Iay people order from thetr Pubttshmg House too

; . ,13” -f'-‘rjlflr H"} ”r}r( TS
Porsonal coprua son FREE upan taquast,’ ’ RO

NAZAHENE PUBLISHING HousE + Post Offica Box-szr,.xunaasfcrry'.’mrskourr barsr

§' ' - was his from the fifst; yet he did not think to snatch atequality  +°
L ~with'God, but made himself nothing,’ assuming the natureofa = 7 ¢
- _slave; Bearing'the human likeness, revealed in. human shape,' B

he humbled himself and-in obedtence accepted even death—' .
i “death on a cross” {Phil.-2:5-8,NEB).* e LT
i S What befier example of. leadershtp could we flnd than thls TR
- oo -——Ieadershlp with subserv:encel _
3 e *From The New fn;,frsh Btbft < ahe Deleg PRates “of lfn Oxfortf Unnusrly Pre 55 nn(l oo
1: - e tItL Syndics ofth: Cal‘l\Urllth Urh\.uslly Press, 1961, 1970, Rtprmu"d hy pumtssron o

¥

o Have you notrced rhe many rnreresrrng rrems your Pubhshmg House S
§ _carries in the 1976 'Masrer Buyrng Gurde rhaf -are appropriate as year-;.. .
g 'frouno‘ GIFTS'? TR T .' R
§ -.B'BLES A\ ' See them ALL in our -
; 'r e et : i now".
RANSLATroNS - _ 1976.“Master Buying Guide "

S .7 7777 NAZARENE WORLD. MISSIONARY SOCIETY

o Recently a youth group put on a ”Iove fast i They pard .
- $2.00 each to sit at a table with'only rice and water. befare them. *
- They were to see a film on ‘warld hunger ‘and- pray for those.-___
" _with not enough to eat, while the money saved from thelr fast___
o tlckets“ would go to help feed some of the hungry. . SR
| However, there was a surpnse in store for them. One table - ;
- was heavily laden with all varieties-of dehcrous food. The peo- a
R ple seated atthat table would eat abundantly.. :
277 What were the feelings of those. who had only rlce and'
"water? Did they feel sad? Betrayed? Resentful?” ' ¥
" What were the feelings of those who had aIl they wanted L
to eat? Did they wonder why they were 56 favored? Dtd they
rmmedlately want to share wrth those who had none? :

On thls THANKSGIVING DAY of 1975
Iet s gtve THANKS by GIVlNGl

3

,'*if g gmrs n ( oai 4, %‘Sff (Hri§

Can we really show our. THANKS to God for the abundant
:' matertal -andspiritual - ‘blessings "He 'has ‘given us,. without - -
) GIVING so that others may have a portton of these blessmgs .

" also?



R T TR ommo commssion
THERE'S
BETTER WAY - The |ong promlsed radlo spots are. L

available from the' Nazarene¢ Pub-

© 16D

‘Horscheads Grace, N Y.

_ Pastor ‘Thomas Thomas, Paslor Lrly Thomns, :
- Robert & Joan Conklin, Karon & Roger lohna ’

-son, Pauhne and Donald Gorton - -

. WE GAIN WHEN WE TRAIN. The CST programs offer both'-
~ - leadership guidance and spiritual enrichment, Training can be .
..~ dane by classes, by home study (correspondence courses), or - *
- by a'reading program. The new Reading Certificate Program.
puts-CST credits.within the reach of every Church of the Naza-L o
' rene, regardless of its 5|ze | |

Chrlshan Serwce Trammg
- 6401 The Paseo
" - Kansas City, Mo.' 641_31 s

TO CET

MESSAGE
SAID NP

lishing House, Box-: 527 Kansas Clty,‘.~__"_- »

“Mo. 64141,

. There are six 30- second spols on a
'-f.“fve inch reel with tone cues forsta- -
tion use. One of the six W||I have a -
Bicentennial theme.- :

You will receive a set- of pnnled

- scripts for . each reel purchased.
There will.also be time for locallzmg'—'
the recorded announcement

_-P_RiCE: 55'.(,)_0 !or sr‘x. sp'ols
0 No.RAS002
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stands ready to mrmstcr to their needs all 366 days of 1976..

* Designed to fit the decor of today’s homes |

i Beautiful, Full-color Religious Reproductions

_ "+ Space for Noting Personal aid Family Activities
4 Insplranon:ﬂ Thoughts and Scnptures for Daily. lemg

1976 Memo Moderne : 1976 Point Ment
Delightful miniaturé size, Bx’
A1%"”, Spiral 10p, punched
for hanglng

,1976 Scrlpture Texl
The traditional home calen-
dar-for .over. 50° ycars| 9% X ‘

1a", Hangln;, c0rd 91/5” Spiral hmdin;,

An msp:ratronal reminder to each member and friend that ;herr church and pastor g

A inspirational appomlmcnl
" hook for desk ar ‘wall. 8 x

PR Y

R e

. NOTE: Abové prices allow up to four hm of capy: MPORT AN

'Addmonai copy, $1.25 per line..

. ‘COVER IMPRINTS available on Scrlpturc Text only at
. 3c per calendar with a minimum charge 10150 calendars R

' of 3450 MAXIMUM OF THREE LINES, delivery

o;der 41 ONEC £

T

" NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE ® ' Pos Otfice ox 527 Kansas City, Missouri 64141~ +

o b T catendar Lis.!inﬁ', B "QUANTITY PRICES b
Number 1976 Editions - 1_.[;3 E ] 25 | 50 ] 100 | 200 | 300 |400 [ 500.
U-276 .| SCRIPTURE. TEXT: - . 1 a0 | pg B N R I
. | with momhly quolauons—,' L 90 0, 70 56 ‘47‘7‘-'“_ "4_3 -*42 40 ..-39__
j %) {‘l'! vl unpnni an, cagl otk X7 X hx - X : 5[1, A40Y, .4'7;:-‘, L4619 441 .4'33/,
‘Add postage and handling charges. e | ot | v .1.40.{ 1.90:| 2.85 | 4.60 6% | 6% | 6%
vore Imemo mooseNe o Lo Ll e e U e s 1
’ with monthly q_umnl_iohs_ ’ IR “_7{.)7 50 . 55 '4|5(‘ 39 B 37, -36. 35 '-'34';_-‘ ‘ '?3_
Clwwih i impnat anfeach i;‘x_-"nil}'( '_: DO IS S B S N '_50'. A2V A0Y; A_'-391/1 3814|3714
. "Add postagie and handling charges. .|'jili | g reei Tio0 [ 130 1907 285} 4.35 | 5.30
U326 | POINT MENTS. . NI EUSOPY IR E Sl O I R A
1 - | with'monthly’ qﬁolahons . 1.00 9(] 80 '62, 54 'SUA A48 46 45 44
nnh chieh |mpr|ntun vach monte [7x X0 X ] X85 55v5.52v2| 50V | 4974 | 4612
L Add postage and handlm;, charges g :;f,‘,‘[, Ef,‘,d "Sf,',}', 140 1.90 | 2.85 [4.60 !:6% 6% | 6%
oo Orderaquantlty and‘n\w...:_

1 e LT e Y R ,(c_qver) B \' ) o
] - _{;._,w..._u.:t\r.‘..._._.- K N S L |
P 5 i E j S
§ ) h : ) ) W owam .n mo ) TR woow .
f . L: k i N . a u",u L n -“— .'-’, wotmo_h oo M '
$ 44 i o - » o Twonomin e
i C S o e . DL
. 1976 " T -
b Memo Moderne - {open). 1976 Palnt Ment.
] 58,
g
oo
b : L s
. W|th name of paslor and/or church and address, haurs of services
4

6201

Allow three 1o fc’»ut" S
‘weeks for lmprlnllng and shipping. .
“Late orders may thke Iongcr for

v

B As you begin to make plans for
N celebrat:nnghe birth of Christ .

wnll thlnk al!io of others

.1
i

‘I lee conSIderat:on to domg somethlng spec:al for"_A"_'?'-:

 EVANGELISM

‘this year, itis-our hope that you

e

a nearby home missions pastor_and his.family. It

~will be a blessmg to your own. members

2. Plan now to.share a gift of appreciation W|th each |
evangelist ‘who served your church this past year.

. Checks of $10.00 or $25.00 quickly add up-to say, =

. “Thank you,"" ata tlme when the:r mcome IS rela— g
’_tlvely curtatled B .

T 16G




. STEWARDSHIP .
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HOME MISSIONS = = . .+

'GENERAL CHURCH LOAN FUND
‘CHUHCH OF THE NAZAHENE
f 6401 Paseo :
- Kansas City
. .* Missouri

',-': GCLF NOTES-—THE GIFTS THAT KEEP ON GIVING

(For more mformat:on wrlte

to address at top of page. )

J—

e

—

o Dlu “of.
.+ Life Income Gifts™ .
L ‘_'& B‘--qu‘3515 . -‘. '- ) M :-- ‘
Attn. ' o Misse .o
- Reu. Roberf W Crew  Address’ -
- CHURCH Or THL . )
. NAZARENE - T R
6401 The Paseo. . Sjate v e g
© . " Kansas City, Mo. .~ ' R R Lo
Sooe4131 . o0 Bithfate e E . Tl

can gwe you
peace of mmd

' There are dxfferent Honzons Annulty Trust plans for _ f
. different individual needs. All offer the security of a -

dependable income youi can’t outlive. And because they

- can.bé arranged now, you share the‘joy of watching your

_estate work'for the Lord and knowing your Christian -

wishes will be carried out. Find out how Horizons. Annu1ty y

~ Trusts can give you peace of mmd Wnte for more Fa—
g ;mformatlon today " : Lo

"PLANNED -

GIVING - '
] P-ROGRAMS =

Rev Crew

“Please send me without obhgatron more in-‘

” -_:formatxon on Honzons Annuut}i Trusts

Ms

16K . -

" LIFE :INCOME )
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ENEVOLENCE -

WORLD MISSIONS

A

Thanksgnvmg Offermg
Goal R ln 1975

e

WE CONTINUE TO SHARE WITH THOSE WHO HAVE
GIVEN THEIH LIVES IN FULL-TIME MINISTRY

%'_--'_To su pport 547 mlssmnarles and
- the work: they represent on 75 . _
‘world mission dlstrlcts R -

1" Depattment of

161




* CHURCH scHools - T _‘

your daily schedule. TABLE TALK: ~
‘prowdes a family altar plan for . -
~every home! T
.-You' can choosé how to use the‘-:-
i ‘devotionals: . - -
- 1. Read. the scripture- and s .
explananon, discuss the. ques-".-._
. tions; think about ' the “Thought
_for Today”’; and have. prayer.. o
-2, Read the scripture: and, its -
explanatlon, thmk about the ”Thought for Today”' and have '
_ prayer. : :
3. Read the scrlpture and have prayer.
Adjust when you have ‘to—but don't gwe upl Lok L
.. ‘Order TABLE TALK on your regular church lrterature
order blank "
l cnuncu scuoors
l

church growth

- Average attendance

Enrollment ".

Members by professnon '

¥

L3

| -, :;ﬂ WALE woae FOR mu

Make famlly devotlons a. part of

“Use thls work sheet to glve yau |
. practical | goals for SIgnlflcant"_.-l :

MY HONOR SCHOOL
WORK SHEET

HAS WORKED FOR mla%;;g___-_v; 5

HEPS -

te:

ion wri

* For more informat

-Dep'ar}trﬁ'ent;bfl YDuth : |

YOUTH

.6401 The Paseo . -

- Kansas City, Mo. 64131 *
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= Mushroom Paperweighl

L ,Oolightfufry ditferent! Mad‘o from pura .

. while hydrocal compasiiion, .
- mushradms come alive in multicalor,
., handpainted designs, and verse. Foll

of . -G1-30 "Please’ bo panonl Godisn't

' A- Gl 31 "His fove’ Bndurds foravor.”

- Lealher Coasler Sef -
" _Somothing. unigue ‘and specml in gan- .

- voligious  designs,’
‘stalaing. Stacked and shrink- wroppod
inan altractive oedarwood holdor

. 'ak1504 :
 Hymn'Plagques - . .
" Fivorite: sangs” decoupnged with an authentic .

" dntique tinish” on hardwood block. Ori:amarial -

- row . Ali'ol Me .
“.Miracles .
" Thee. Shepherd of My Life,

_' L-7091

thesa '

pad base. 2" high. Gift- boxod
finished with mo yal.”

- Each, 32 85

wine faather; Six skilliully hand-1ooled’ )
“treated - to -rosist

3% in dlamater. e
86.95

.brass ring at top, sawlooth hanger an back. 5% ‘

pEY: thick. .
"M-1B52 How' Grom Thou Arg : 57.50 T
M- 156? He Tout:hed Me "

- $7.50

. The Earth Will Sing—GARY MOORE
 Just rolonsodl Featured soloist -for tho wepkly '_ '
. 'Showors of Blusslng" brondcast prosents: - ,
. Ha Haa. Surely Borne Qur Sor-

The Ear_!h Will Sing .
Thme | Snw God. ..
. Trust }n the L.md

The Day of

Lova Diving.. . . Ho.
Caras for Me. Full orchgstral accompanirnenl -
) $5. 98
- To Assure Delwer y for
Chnstmas Giving..

Order A'I‘ ONCI' from Jour

CEspemally‘ at

. My Jesus, { Love

Our Dally Bread

Approprlalely designod coramic in lho shupo of a ; .

.- GI-86S51"

| Y‘ar- rotjnd
giving but

The New lmemallonal Verslon

Popular now transiation :of the ‘Now Toslnmonl
- wrilten in language oasily undersmod and up- lo-
7 date, yof retaining dngnily be!alhng God's Word
§73 pages. Boxed.

{ YR-BOS01. Cloth board. 515 x8%" .. ©  $6.95
- TR-B0502 Brown Leather, 5i X 8'/9" L

" TR- 80504 Brown Lomhor Pocket slze,

’ Y U 1 1
TH-BDSDB Flexrbla blue \unyl boz‘zrd
S BxTwY o :
TR 80509 Fimublo burgundy vmyl board

' S 5x 7';‘:" -

miniature loal ol bread. 120 colorfut - seripture-

taxt carda printed on both sidas pravide oppor- .
. ‘lunlly to pariake of the Breod at Llln 4x2%x

21", Boxed.

3 'NAZABENE PUBl_.ismﬁGi i'io'_use o Post O o 527, Kansas i, Missain 54141~

0

$22.85° .
7'51495-
57 951'

: '57.95 o

Ce Cs2es .|

el B 1852 b it o e b 42 5

* The Preacher's Wife and Her Husband.

R ..‘ .“'. ‘_:' oL N Lo -
OOKS, BOOKS EYERYWHERE! How to
Make Your Husband - Happy, -

. ‘How to Keep Your Husband Loving -

L]

You Forever. Seminars in every con-,

.vention provide more and more ma-
‘terigl for the aspiring wife.

There is pmbably ro other oceupa-

tion in which a man engages that a °

wife is more considered than a' min- ~
ister. A young couple from ourchurch

- were' in Ashury Theological Semi- -

~nary.' Just prior to graduation, they. -

" received word.that the church board

. from a certain church was coming to -~
. interview them on & given day: The

o wife was’ -perfectly - prepared... Her .
" house was in order, her hair fixed, her

".'good dress on, the baby checke‘d out.’

~ for. the: day, and some refreﬁhments

“prepared.

. Butthe board didi’t come, 80 our
" friends 'decided they weré.not up for -

" consideration; Several days later, the.

doorbell rang-and there stoodthe.

dignifiéd church .bosrd. The wife's’

- hair was in rollers: She was still in her. -

o 'h0ueecont ‘Her housge was Qi mess, -
o and: after she had offered coffee she. -

N discovered she was out of it; One of

_the ‘questions - asked " was, “Do you

play the organ?” She said, “No and1 .

- don’t sing either.” That was the last -

of the board—she ‘wasn’t sure: just .

o thlch reason it was.

It 8 about tlme the paetor Y w1t‘e

1November, 1975 s

'acce.'pfed" her - own - real ‘self and -

stopped trylng ‘to compare herself
with singers and players. - - .
Let’s talk about the thmgs that do .. -

. count -as ‘a preachers wife—the’

- things that can really make or break.
her husband’s ministry. S
-~ A man strongly reflects his. w1fe g .
estnmutlon of him, Every- man needs S
one person to- give him permission to- | ~
“be the person he wants to be. Since it s
must be someone.very lmportant to
him, the loglcal person is his wife. © .
‘Many wives have - unknowmgly o
taken from the man that permission. -
_They do it by. challengmg his ideas, " -
~ his.methods, his decisions, This can
have such a negative effect on the-
man’s ‘self-image that he: feels in-.
capable of making strong, powerful,
and important decisions. Little
things like telling him where to turn. -
" the car, where to make calls, howto .~ ..
handle’ people; soon make. him in. -
. securé and unstable. There are many -
: wormen absolutcly unaware that they -
control .a conversation in their hus- -
band’s- presence, and answer ques- . -
‘tions_ directed to him. A. Christian
woman knows well her scriptural role
is.to submit to her husband "as to
‘the Lord” but he seldom’ gets treated‘

like the Lord.

-1 was on my way to my Women 8-
Fellowshlp to speak on this sub_]ect_'

17 -
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. one day, and passed through my hus-.
. band’s study. His head was bowed at
" his desk, and just as I passed. by the
. scripture “as to the Lord” went
~ through my mind. I knew if it were
; _the Lord seated there I wouldn’t pass
thhout a good deal of love and affee--

ees and to his
im full. of my

tion.- I ;got on my
surprise, I filled

. womanly. pride and love for him. It
‘made a much better object lesson -

than all my well-prepared material.
A noticeably happy and affection-

- ate’. pastor snd wife help. promote

happy couples in a church.
1 ‘have found ‘through- trral and

- ~"error that.a paator (or any man) does
. not want an executive for a wife. She
~may-'be a fantastic Sunday school |

teacher, and have the erroneous idea. -

- that her husband’s greatest pride will .
o be in her teaching, but not so. '
" If you'rea teacher, leader.of a Bible.
ifel!owehlp, or-missionary. “president, -
- put_your paper work away when he
" crashes the door. He’s home: Don'’t
" be on the telephone. counseling with -
" Sigter Burden while he’s-home—any
" more. than necessary. He's” home!
.~ Don’t let him catch you with house-
. coat on and’ hzur in d:sarray He's:

home!. .-°
I-didn't know thla for a whlle

When I found out,.oh; how the papers

flew. My lessons went under the bed.

" Mrs.-Burden was bid *‘good-bye,” 1
-scooped myself up into a calm poseas”

.- if I'd been sitting- there waiting to
. spring at him .all day when he came
- . in'the door. It aurely made his commg -
.. home, and the hours spent there a-

lot more fun.- L
Your congregatlon may be “Just .

- about as interested in what your hus-
" .- band has to say when he's preaching

as you are. Here are a few thmgs to-

: ponder. :

. 1. Where do you sit in church? 1
_think the preacher's wife should be in"
“the front row. It's an indication-of -
“how "important- you think souls,

preachlng, and people are. If it's not . e
life and death to you it won t be to -

‘them.

you to.every service, mark your Bible

-and keep notes? You can set the pace ~
for the importarice of the preached

- Word. It’s the highlight of his week.

"He has lived for this hour Don t ﬂub C

it for him.

.3, Hour avatloble are you to peo-j‘- r
ple? Do you head for the foyer with -

“him at the close of the service and
- make every peraon ‘féel special w1th
your warm.touch and hangshake?. *

4. How many services. do you at- -
-tend?.If every service isn't important .. .,
to you,- -it. won't- be ‘to your people.. .
You-are a paeeaetter You must be =
100 percent, for many laymen to bé.

50 percent.

.5, How excttea are you obout your -
husbands preaching ~and., all the ..

-agencies of the church?1am not a bit

humble about my husband’s preach- - - -

-ing. I think he’s the greatest and 1
say. g0, - -

6. How much haue you. released
your husband’s-time?.Do.you whine

when he'’s out late, or go to sleep be-

- fore you have a chance to hear about.

2. How 'do you hsten? Do you take‘_ -
your Bible,. pen, and notebook with -

o T e

i

the “spoils” he's coming home totell -

YOU A poesesslve wife is a mlaerable,' o
7. Do you make h:m feel hes a
good provider? A “poor-me” attitude -

~from his wife sows seeds of discon-

" tent, and makes him wonder if he's
- really .called, lor-should he look over .

‘his shoulder to secular work

‘8.. How secluswe are: you about
your friends? Do you include- all in -

your circlé of love, yet stay willing to.

*know no ma after the flesh”? Lone--
liness can be a silent tear to a pastor’s | -
~.wife, but she ean break the lonely' o

‘spell by giving herself away.

9. Do._you  keep: yourself’ mot:-_ .
uated? Do “you purposefully, after -
Sunday, make hotes. of needs you

:l " The Preachers Magaz!ne -

R

were aware of that you could meet" :
It' you make the phone calls or ap- -
 pointments immediately, you cannot_' .

back out of it.

10. Are you 100 percent pos:twe .

abeut the total llfe of the church-—m-

“your worda thoughts actlons, and
-reaetnona" S
“If you -can answer in'a posrtwe o

manner to these 10 questions, you

“sound . like ‘a. pastor’s w;fe anyone -
would llke to meet o

. ".\_'.

Prayer or Fastmg

By Mlchael Sellare

THE DiSCIPLES CAME to Jesus wtth iy very

éarthy problem. A neighbor had’

brought a,demented child, with the hope
.. that he might be cured, but the Master's -
" men -had, failed. DlquIﬁtEd in their
.-spirits, they retumed to Jesua to ﬁnd out. .
© why. - -
‘No drlemma is ‘more contemporury
-- than man’s inability to: solve the problem

“of ev11 in his life, In our latruggle 10 con-
_quer sin 'we usually follow one of two
extremltlea—-dependmg entlrely on oui-

" gelves, or dependmg entirely on God. .

Neither of these is the answer that Jesus B
: thiit some problems in life are solved only '

~gave. - b

The humamatlc goapel of self sufﬁ-
. ciency reached ‘its peak around the.
- Renaissance; Glib verbalism about bemg‘
‘“the master of my fate and the captain of .
“my . soul” offered moments of hope-to
. strugglmg sinnérs, but was diametrically-
opposed to the teaching and testimony of "
the New Testament Apostlea Multitudes -
-gtill beligve we “can’ rid ‘surselves of -

depravnty by nnalyzmg and educating.
But, as was true with the frustrated ‘dis-
~¢iples, our atrength is no contest for our

.+ wenkness..
The other extremlty is to rely entlreiy :
-on ' God, making of Him a sort of cosn’nc .‘

. belthop catering to our every whim. It.is

" important to remember that God. never |

" did .anything for Israel that. they could

" do for themselves. Expecting God to en- .
*" dorse our laziness often leads to the futil-
ity that eries, “1 can’t he]p it, that is Just ‘

_the way God made me.”. -

"Amanda . Smlth that great woman o
power of God w:th the effort of man.

BT I

':‘ 'Pantor. ,Church o‘l' the Neznrene. Rockdnle. Tex

. - November, 1975 L

~

"L

- whom God ueed in such an admirable "

way, once found that she was unable to
-hear-in one .ear. She was anointed and -

‘asked God to ‘heal her. She persevered in.
prayer, but only grew worse.- .One day she- -

went to-see her doctor "and discovered

" “that he néed only remove a little wax and

ghe could hear again. Old. Amanda said, -

““The trouble was that'1 wanted the. Lod - -

to wash my ears for me.” There are plenty -

_of people who want God Almighty - to

wash. their dtrty £ars - or cleanse thelr -

- hands.”

Jesus aaw -this pattern and explmned

by the alliance of human endeavor and .
divine power.. This ‘was one of those -
special probiems, and “this kind goeth
not out but by prayer and fosting.”

To pray is to solicit God's total effort. . .

) To fast is-to immerse’ oneself into total

1dentlty “with the problem, thus produc-

ing an amnlgumatlon of human effortand "~

divine power. Using this formula, God
took a sandy Cephas and created ‘a rock-

" like Peter. He found a lustful Auvgustine

and formed a celebrated saint. He struck

. a blaspheming Saul and brought to the . -
" world a transformed Paul.

At one point. in his “Story of Man,

* Michelangelo  painted the arm of God = .
reaching downward and- the hand of man .-

extended upward. A great chasm lay be-

tween. ‘To complete that thought, he - -
~ might have placed a hghtmng bolt con- - . ¢
‘necting them and labeled it faith. In- -

those special- caaes, about which the dis- _
.ciples asked, it is faith that links ‘the
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Portralts of Paul

- III Paul Prasoner ofJesus Chnst

" Itisa blt startlmg to thmk of Paul
o asg “Jmlb:rd " Yet he was probably -
- in prison énough to qua]lfy forsucha-’

term. Acts 16:19-40 is a fine example,

. and Eph. 3:1 has Paul giving himgelf
_ - this designation,.“I Paul, the prison- - -
- er of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles.”.

If we séek Paul's viéwpoint, how-

- ever, we find that he does not seem
disturbed by his pnson experjence.

- -Rather he glories in it. He makes it

-+ - useful. He exhorts Timathy not to-be
" ashamed of him as Christ’s prisoner.”

There afe meaningful etchings of

- the profile of Paul which are seen in.

: clear relief in his pnson experiences.
One of these is the fnast which
brought his. experience “into- sharp' a
- .focus. Through these- ‘experiences he,
remembers the madness of his pre- -

. conversion days, “As for Saul,. he -
. _made- havoc-of the church, entermg )
".."into every house, and hmlmg men

~and women commltted them to

B

pnaon" (Acts 8:3).

"He recalis- these: thmgo at, hls own

.- trials, and thinks of .them as back-
ground for accounts of his dramatic
.. - conversion.’ Typ:cal is Acts - 22:4 .
- where he.recalls, “And I persecuted
this way unto the death binding and
: dehvermg into pnsona both men and 7

Vo

by -
4 Mallon Thumaa

- " Evangeiist -
M1 Varnon; Ohio "

E forb:ddmg “him”

women Wsth pathos he remembers

many of the saints did Ishutup .
. and when they were put

in pr:son
to death, 1 gave my. vowe agmnst

" them"” (Acts 26:10).. B
Paul’s prison expenences seem to
‘point up the fact that our-deeds may
become: our- undomg They llluatrate' S
the fact that teaping follows sowing. . -
_They recall the Hamans' who hangon -
- their own gallows. They pomt out - .
that sometimes the past is respon-:- °
‘gible for the present—or at least ndds

understandmg to it,

. The experience of Paul as pnsoner—- '
" poinis_to the proofs which md:cate
his experience had usefuiness. ‘

You - see, Paul ‘made use of his

~ prison time. One: thing he did was -
write his Epistles, so that some are
known as the Prison Epistles. During .-
also, . Paul served his . . .
friends a5 they" came to him. “And -
Paul dwelt two' whole years in his = -
“own' hired -house, and received all” - .
that came in unto him, preachmg the - .
“kingdom of God, and teaching those- S
things which concern-the Lord Jesus -
Christ, with ail confidence, no man
(Acts 28:30- 31).. ¢
Best of all he was forward to win'the . .~
jailors themselves to Christ—as the'
. - one at Phlllppl ilfustrates." :
~. What an example for us! An exam-A '
" ple'to make of life’s dzsappomtments ‘
- God's .appointments. To turn ‘life's
" roughstables into places.for serving,
. Paul; as prisoner, was brought toa 5
~.position which made his experience. . - .
. contribute to understandmg Even. -
-our ‘Lord understands, ‘because He "
has becomé. a part of what it -means .
to be human—d‘For ‘in that he him- .

this- tlme

The Preachors Mugazlna SRR
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" self hath suffered being tempted, he
" ’ig 'able. to succour them _that are
; tempted” (Heb. 2:18)

*.Paul needed to understand others.-

. Otherwise ‘his tremendous drive
-. - would make for impatience with their
- ineffectiveness and - failures. .It is"
- 'significant that as he wrote on behnlf

. of a youth entoiled with {he law he
 should speak of himself as ** pnsoner_

of Jesus Christ” (Philem, ).

. We, too, understand others as Godl_ _
‘leads us through suffering such as™

There i3 onie othier thmg to be seen

" relative to Paul's prison time, and .

that is that there jvas a Person who

" made his experience bearable. Even'
. as in other: places he is servant of the
~ Lord, so here he is- prisoner of Jesus - .
Chnst Not prisoner of the Romans, .
o or even of the Jewa, but of Chnst

The fact that the Lord places, or-
allows us: to be placed, makes that-

- place, though difficult, an experience . -
" that can be borne. It goes beyond . - . -
that. Where the Lord places us can. -

be high adventure, and sweet ro- -
mance. Such expérience, prompted :
C. F. Butler to write: ’ '

'Smce Chnst my soul from sm set
free,

_ Thts world has been a heao n to "

‘me;

. And ide rths OrTOws. and 1ts '
" they have. We, too, as our Lord, learn ng mid ea 8

obedlence by the things we suffer

U wope
' 'Tls heav'n my Jesus here to
know :

Oh haﬂelujah yes 'tis heau n. :
- "Tis heav’n to know. my sms for- :
- giv'n!
.On land or sea, what motters
 where? ;
Where Jesus is, t;s heooen there. e

A Letter of Love—: -

. Dm Cmp AND. Meunm

.Since you don't know me. 1 guess ld better mtroduce myse]f to: you I am

- the pastor of El Paso, Texas, First Church. I went toi semmury w:th your duddy, .
o and your daddy just held a revival in riry church..

*.T have two reasons for writing to you. First, lwant t6 tell you how sorryTam | e

: November, 1975 '_ S E o

' that you lost your dog, Moses. I was with your daddy when you phoned him, and I
- he was very sorry too; he really 'wanted to be with you thien, but it.was not. .- .
possible, I don't know why God takes some of the things we love so much, but i+ . - -

"do know thnt He Iovea you and He loved ‘Mases,’ and Heis dmng what isbestfor -~

- us all..

: Second I want to thnnk you nnd your mother for shanng your daddy wnth

here.'God is using him.in & wonderful way.

: us in our -church. We had. a wonderful revival (about 95 people came to- the .
. altar). Yoi would have been very proud of your daddy if yeu could have been

"I have a boy.and a gu'l too, My daughter, C.hnstal is. 10 and i 13 in the suth B

sometlme

I hope to get to'meet’ you someday
: Your fnend in Jeaus,

Jmuw .

. g-rade My son, Brnd is mx and is m the ﬁmt grade 1 hope you can meet them

o " Take good cnre of your mother, and when you talk bo your daddy un the. o
. phone ‘tell him ‘Hello for me, and stay. true to Jcsus '. L . _

Edlmr [ nota The uboue Ietter isan exampie Qf the ex:ra touch of love that car make the ‘

"o Christian way 80 full of pleasant surprises. It was aent by Pcmor Jeny Whue to’ the .
. chxldren of Euangehs! Chuck Mlﬂhuff E k R

‘.
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Don t Be Alratd

Here are some- thoughts from Ise

.43:1:3, and support for the admoni- -
_tion, “Don’t be afraid” (TLB).! -

1. The ‘ransom of God .has - pur-

' STFARTUN@ 'renmﬁ

kY
"

- 'upon all ﬂesh

chased us—“Don’t. be afraid, for I

have ransomed you" (v.1).

_2.-The friendship of God msures '
. His preeence—-“l have called ‘you. by-.
- name; you are mine’-(v. 2). - .
_ .3, The power of God protects us—~ - -
o1 will be-with you.. When you'go -
“ - through rivers of dlfﬁculty, you will
- .-not drown! When you-walk. throu;,h'
the fire of oppression, you-will nat be -
E burned up—the flemes w:ll not. con--
sume you” {v. 2) ‘ :

Isaiah 41:10 is a perfect summary""',

of this whole thought “Fear not, for
1 am ‘with.you. Do not be dismayed. -

I am -your God. I.will strengthen

- yous I will help you; I will uphold you :
" 'w1th my victorious nght hand R

Penteeesl Explained
Rev A, J. Lown, Bnt:sh preecher

: hna_ ‘thrilled -many an American lis- -
- teneér with his. 's'i'.:holarly exposition of
Scripture, Here are 'some comments i
from Acts 2:14-21—"
c 7 1. The mxaunderstondmg of Pen- -
o tecost rejected—*'But Peter, stand-
- ing up with thé eleven ,

P (A 14).
Rev. Lown points out that drinken:

. - men (the misunderstanding at Pente- -
. cost) do not stand, especmlly early in’
Ce the morhing.

- 2, The mamfestetlon of Pentecost.

: _elmmed—n“'l"hls is . that ‘which was -

R The-quotes. from Isexeh are from The meg, —l“
‘Bible, copyright © 1971, 'I‘yndnie House Puhlmhem :
. Wheoton, I, Used by permlmon

Y

By C. NEI STRAIT

- Paitor, IaylorAven Chur q'lheNﬂ!ﬂmnB Rucm

S spoken by the prophet Joel" (v 16)

"3. The ministry of- Pentecost is de-

fined—"I will pour out of my Spmt S

s (v 17)

The Preacher S Heart

In the twnllght of hlS life, E Sten-'.‘."

ley ‘Jones wrote these words from his

- beloved India, where he. hed gone to -
~ awadit his death: S
“I have often said . half- Jokmgly R

that when I get to heaven, | wxll ask

where ‘which . has fallen ‘people who

need an evengehst like me? Please -
send me there.’ For I know no heaven
_beyond preachmg the Gospel to peo-
ple. That is heaven to me, It - hes,
" been, is, and | ever shall be,2. . .
Oh, that every preucher hud sucha |
- wholesome concept of preaching, and -
- that his heart was aflame with the
) gospel end the compulsmn te tell 1t' YL

Snme Thoughts on l.lte—
inChrist:. = -

Another few thoughts from thef-- o

“mind of A.'J. Lown th:s time from, '

= 2 Cor. 2 14:17. - . L
‘1, Life.as a vnctory pageant “Now ol

‘thanks be unto God, which elweys o

§ causeth us to tr1umph in, Chrlst" (v -

14).- :

2. Llfe as a perfume “For we are.

© unto God a sweet savour of Chnst“ :

(v.15)."

3. Llfe es a postman (dehvermg.

2. 8. Stanley Jones, The Divine Yes, Abingdon. ~ . * )
. Prm, 1975, hook jacket Uaed wuh permomon i

LI

L " J The Prenchers Mngezine

for - twenty-four  hours to: see -my . i T f.
~friends, and then] shall go up to Him -
“and say; ‘Haven’t you a world some- o

© 7 letters).!
- the:savour of his knowledge by us in.
,every plece (v 14)

' thoughts from Psalm 23:
i Qutlsf‘eetion%“lshell notwunt
belongmg ness versus hu- -
. The Sherpherd’s-.

. care is my pessessnon beceuee I am

.-“ (V l) u
" man lonelmees

‘ November 2

e THE POWER OF EVIL (22 3}

'Scmm‘um. Luke 22:1- G

"% InTropucrion: Satan is mighty, but God' :
S | almlghty This is the consolation that
Coowe huve in thls world where evil is ram-

- ‘.'. _Nov_ember, _18?5 o

- ehd‘llnaketh manifest

A Drama in Feur Acts
Many of us have proﬁted from the

‘talentéd mind of Dr, James S. Stew-

~art. Here are some good starting

- points from 2 Tim. 4:11; from a ser-

" mon he titled "A Dreme in’ Four
‘Acts. o :

1. Aet[ Recentatlon ':

2. Act II; Remorse -

' A Act Ill Restoration’
T4, Act IV, Reperetlon

Help from Psalm 23

Dr: Donuld Macleod Prmceton

Theological Seminary,- shares these

possessed by 1t .

2 Renewe]——-“(}reen pestures
“stﬂl waters” (v 2), and “restoree my
soul” (v. 3),

- Renllsm - “Enermes are" reel :
~ but there is a Presence which is more -
: real "

-4, Gptimlsm-——“Darkness rand
- deeth are constant and unavoidable
_realities. Encounter then'we must,
‘but goodneas and. merey are on: the g

- wmmng elde. '

The Saerament

- of Preaching -
Here s a word about preaching end '

the integrity ‘of - the person, -from’
" David H. C. Read: "It is part of one’s’
‘belief in the sactament of preaching -~
 that ‘no, human’ being is beyond = - -
- “rench; and it ought to be part of the -
strategy of the church not, to dismiss -
- any human being as psychologicéally

immune to the gospel" (DavidH.C. .
" Read, - Sent - from God’ Abmgdon

Press, pp 47- 48)

Lookmg at Our Lord m Luke

pent e
Neverthelesa, we need to recogmze the

.. presence and power of evil. It is a sinister
- force that posea ‘a conetent threat to us.

L TeePoweaome.ousv (w 12) R
The. chief priests and scribes—the re-. -

ligibus rulers of the nation—were trying
to bring about Jesus' death, Wé are told

" ‘that Pilate recognized their motive as

L

,both 1nd1vlduo.lly ﬂnd collectwely If we
-~ ... are aware of:its existence and nature, -
" .we can be on our gunrd agamst it. “Fore K

~ warned is forearmed "o L

envy (Mett 27:18), They were jealous of '

His growmg pepulanty, as evndenced by

R



U

e it

Y the Iargc crowds that followed Hlm This
was a threat to their own authority. So

‘they wanted to get rid of Him by death.
- The “for” introducing the last part of
" the second verse seems odd.on the sur-

. face. The idea is that they had to “seek” - -
" an opportunity to'seizé Him “in the ab-
sence of the multitude™ (v. 6). For they

-were afraid that if they openly arrested .

Him during the feast time, thé large -

“"crowd of Pagsovér’ pilgrims fmm Galilee

. would mob-them. So they had to contrive -

‘some way. of catching Him secretly.
“Jealousy is a powerful emotion. It ean -

T be a good thing, ng when God- watches]
o with jealpus concern over His people, to
-. “protect them from evil, But it can also be
. - one of the most destructive forces in life.
- Only God knows how many murders have.
" been’. due to jealous hate.. We cannot

-allow” ourgelves -to become jealous of

" .- others, Perfect love, _through the infilling |
"-of .the Holy Spirit, iz the only -thing -
" that will effectively guard against . .any
[eehngs of evil” Jealousy toward other -

people. .

M. Tui POWER oOF SATAN (vv. ‘3 4)
We are told that Satan entered mto

. - Judas. Jesus had chosen Judas as one of
. “'His 12 apostlés to go out and preach the.:

Good News of thé Kingdom, How' could -

- this close follower of Christ allow Satan
“to enter- his' heart . and lead hlm to-do -~
+ such a dastardly deed?. :

Ultlmately everyorie is gomg ‘to: be

i _dommated by - divine power -or ‘demon
" power.. Qur only safety ‘lies in our sur-.

rendering entirely - to the  lordship of.
.Christ,:s0 that we may be filled with the
Ho]y Spmt .By" complete, continuoys

' " obedience to the Spirit, we are ‘guarded -
.- against the entrance of Satan intb’ our’
" hearts. Being’ cconstantly filled ‘with_the-

Spmt is the only safe way to llve
HI The Powx:n .OF Monm (w 6)

2. When Judas Iscariot made hls ofl'er to
“betray Jeaus secretly to the chief Priests -

"and ‘captains of the Temple Guard, they
were glad and agreed-to give him money,’

- “He consgented, and watched for.an op-

‘portunity to hand Jesus -over. to them
-when no crowd was present"(v 6, NIV*)

.. *Fram The New [nremauonm' Veman. copynght
& 1973 by the New York Bible Soclety htemntnpnal

R Used by 'permiumn

.

Thm was dlfﬁcult Whtle the Passqver cele-
bration was geing on with hundreds of
“thousands. of pilgrims crowding the .
streets of Jerusalem and the surroundmg B

countryside,

7The ‘Bible declares that “the love of

_ money i8 a root of all kinds of evil” (1. . -

~Tim, 6:10, NIV) Every day the truth of

that. statement is demonsirated in colos-
sal fashion, Tt ‘would' be impossible to -
“.count all the crimes that were motivated .

by desire for’ money. But at the top of the

list would be Judag’ heinous- betrayal of
the Lord who had chosen hlm a8 un".'_

apost!e

Novcmber 9

TI'IE LAST PASSOVER (22 15)
Scmpruma: Luke 22 7.20 '

IN"I‘RODUUI‘ION “This chupter begms by

‘saying, “Now the feast ‘of unleavened

., bread drew nigh, which is called the S
*" Passover.” In- the ‘Old Testament it-is -
-stated-that the one-day Pasgover was:te =

-be followed by seven days of. the Feast of

:Unleavened Bread (Lev. 23:5-6; Num. 28:

. 16-17}. But by thetime.of- Chnst both

names were applied to the whole period. -

“We kncw this” from Jnsephus. the first-
_century. Jewish. histarian, who writea:

' “This happened at the time when the

" fedst of unleavened bread was celebrated,
which we call the Passover” (Ant, XIV.

2.1): 8o here we read-in verse 7: “"Then .

came the ‘day of Unleavened Bread on
“which the Passover lamb had to be sac- .

rificed” (NIV). It. would -be Jesus’ Iaqt_ L

meal with His 12 apostles, )
I THE szsnvm PREPARED (vv. 8- 13)

Jesua told Peter nnd Jnhn to. go 1nto L

By Ralph Earla )
meussor of New Teatamont
Nuwmno Theolagical *

Spmynary Kanaas Cily, Mo.

-

The power of inoney is |mmeaaurable '

"The Proacher's Magazine

PR L5 S

- eager!y desired”—

Ay

- Jerusalem and prepare the Passover meul

for that night. The Jewish regulation was

. that it must be eaten hetween sunset and

mldnlght and by a group of not less than

* 10 or more than 20 persons, Jesus and the

Twelve fulfilled- both conditions.
. The two disciples - anked, ‘“Where?”

- Jesus- said that. when they entered the -.

city they wtiuld see a man with a pitcher’

- of water on his head. This seems to have x
.. been'a prearranged signal hetween Jesus
. and-the owner of the house where. they

would eat-the Punsover The man would "

- be Guickly, spotled since men never cat- -
- ried -water ]nrs on- their: hcads. only
_women did. -

The reason for these cryptlc dnectmns

. waé that Jesus did not want Judas_ to.
" know where He wonld ent with His dlsci- :

ples, For had Judas known, the arrest of

- .Jesus would have' taken: place” in. the
- Upper . Roém. ., The Master- wanted o -

have an umnterrupled last evening with.

o His disciples dround. the table. .-

Peter arid John went into ‘the city nnd
followcd Jesus’ dnrectmns They found “a
large upper room l'ummhed" {v. 12) and =~

‘made the necessary preparations for the
: Pnssover (v. 13), This would involve get-

ting a-Passover Lamb, having it slain by

- a priest, and roasting it. They would also .
* " have to provide the other ingredients for’

the meal—bitter herbs and unleavered

" - bredd,- together with grape juice (coma
' monly cnlled “wine")s . .

1L Twiz P,\asovr:u_l’mnm-:r;"(vv. 14-18)

~Jesus and His twelve disciples reclined
on ¢couches around the talile, according to

‘the.custom of that-time. The first thing ..

He . said was: “With deau-e I have. de-

" gired”-—a Hebraism - meaning; "I have .
. ~"to eat this Passover
~with you before:I suffer” (v. 15). This

-would be His. last time until the Pass-

.over was fulfi lled in the commg of Hls '

kingdom (v, 16).- o
Following the- specxﬁed directions for

'the Passover meal, Jesus “took the cup;
. - and gave thanks, and said, Take this,.and - .
“divide it. among yourselves” (v. 17), He
- *'wa8.dcting as-the head of the househoid
_’in distributing the bread and wine. Prob:

ably this was the third cup of the Pass-.’

over, passed around after the lamb had
‘heen onten The fourth i8 genemllyj

: Novombar. 1975

'Supper

] shed for you.’

3
3

thought to be the one. connected Wlth o

--the Lord's Supper (v.  20). Christ was
following the,-ceremony the Jews-had
used annually for over a’ thousnnd yeam

III 'I‘nE Pmsovaa REPLACED {vv 19+ 20)

The Last Supper became the Lord’s
Comparing the four Gdspel
accounts, it would scem that Judas Iscar-
iot left before this change was' made..

- Now Jesus gave salvation symbohsm to.
the' bread: and ~wine. Tnkmg a loaf
“(biscuit-sized), he gave thanks and broke
-it: ' Then He probably. pnssed it around,”
. letting each one break off a piece, Among
the people of that part of the werld, even-

. today, eating tofether is a sign of friend- |
ship and fellowship. If you “*break brend" i

~with a-person you cannot harm him,
As He passed. thebread, Jesus anid,

~ ““This is my body which is given for you;

“this do in remembrance of me. " So the -
Lord’s Supper is a memorial of Christ’s
“death on the cross, And just as the bread"
* we- eat becomes-.a part of our body, so

- 'we are to. pnrtaku of Christ's natute and

become like Him.. - o
Takmg the cup, He emd "Thls cupis
the new testumént in my blood which is
*The red grape juice sym: -
"bolized the. blood of. Chrtst our only hupe
for salvation.” .
“Testament" should he “covenant "In.'
--those days" the- most solemn covenants

. were - sealed with b]ood Thnt is what -

. Christ’ did.”

Our word "testnment comes l‘rom the ;

"Latin testamentum, whwh means  a-
“will." But.the Jews; unlike the Greeks
and Romans, did not make wills. They -
often, however, made covenants, and
thnt is'what the Greek word means. b

Rather than speaking of our’ Bible¢ as .-
" divided into Old Testament and New

Testament, it would be more-accurate to -

-gay ‘Old Covenant and New Covenant.
“The “New' Testament" gives us God's
-new covenant with us in Chnst sealed hy
--Hig blood (cf: Heb. B:8-13).. :
_In Christianity, the Lord’s Supper has ‘
replnced the Pasgover meal of Judaism. -
“Their celebration looked back to . the.
exodus from Egypt. Our:Lord's: Supper
looks back also, to Calvary; but it looka
. forward too—to ‘the second commg of
Chnst (1 Cor 11; 26) B .
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THE MAN WHO Mlsunnsnsrooo
: - HIMSELF (22:33) -

Scmm*urez Luke 22 a- 34 54-62

[ |

INTRODUCTION: Often we' feel thut others
misunderstand, us, and' this hurts. But’
the saddest fact is that often we misun- -

derstand ourselves. The truthis that only

 God understarids us fully. So we need to
turn to Him in order to. get a proper

apprmqal of ourselves

I JEsus’ ‘W.\nmm (vv a1- 34)
The words of verses 31 and 32 ‘are

found only in Luke’s Gospel. ‘They reveal . -
the gentle side of Jesus, His tender loving
" care for His'own. With great concern.He

said to, Peter (addressing . him by his

- fariliar- given name): -*‘Simon; Sumon

" Satan has asked to sift you ali”—* you'"
" is.plural.in the Greek—*"ad wheat,” Then

He switched: tothe singular: “But ] have -
prayed for. you, Simon; that your faith’
may not: fail. And when you have re-.
- turned ta mre, strengthen yuur brotherq“.

.U (NIV).

Ingtead of saymg. “Thank you Lord -

-for the warmning; please help* me. not. Lo,

" fail,” Peter-asserted: “Lord, | am rendy'

. te go with thee, both into prison, and to
denth” (v. 33). We, probably should not
any that the lead;m. apostle was 'spetiking
in"a boaatmg, bragging . apirit. We

" should give him the benefit of the doubt.

die with- Jesus rather than desert Him,
He meant it, too. But comimon sense and”

humility should have told him that Jesus -

“understood him better.than  he under-

stood hlmaelf He should haVe tnkcn -

. warning.

~ In any case; Jesus countered wnh a.’
straightforward ‘prediction:” “Before. the .
-+ Tooster’ crows -today you will-deny three
" times that you know me.” Where were

- Peter's ears? Why didn't he listen? *.
Perhaps we should be asking ouraelves

Why don’t I-listen? Too pften we ignore .

‘the warnings given to us; and so. we fail.
We stride forward when wo should kneei
and pray. S

II PBI‘EH ] FAILUIIE (vv ‘54- 62)

.

after fallmg to heed the Master B-warn- |

" ing—was to" follow “afar off.” ‘But_the

_ other side of the coin is this: We should -

give Peter credit for at least followmg ‘
_ Jesus to the high priest’s house: thnt is

mare than the other disciples- did

_The seconid. mitake he made was to sit.
down _among the: servanta.of Kis Maslcr 8 -

enemies (v, 55). Because he was with

.. them around the fire in the courtynrd the - -'
flames hghted hIB facc and’ a maid rccog- )

nlzed him. -

. The third, nnd moat serious mlstake of B

“course, was to deny that he. knew Jesus,

. Little'did he dream that he'would ever do -
t}na But Peter did not know; hiy inner -
wenkneqw And we, usually do not recog- . -
nize durg until we are. shown it by the . .-
- Lofd—if we are wslllng to listen to Hiy
vmce—cr aume tragic mrcumstuncc re ‘

veals it.

" Luke adds a very pmgnnnt touch nnt

" found in the other Gospels: "And the -

"'Lord. tirned, ‘and looked upon Peter” ' .
(v..61). We may be sure that there was in -

that gaze a'mixture of SOITOW, dmnppomt~
ment and tender love. It broke Peter's

heart; he “went out, and wept bltterly." .

with tears of sincere repentance,

- It oftentakes n tradmatic experience, = -
to bring us fgce-to-face with ourselves
When everything goes smoothly; we tend. .
~to lead superficial lives. 'But heartache * =
nnd . heartbreak drive us to' our knees . -
_and to the depths ofself-exammntmn nnd o

Spontaneously, and probably. with full -’ .—depgndence on God

conviction, Peter decldred that he would |

'rNouember 2.? )
' - THE muocem MAN wuo WAS

- EXECUTED (23: 4)

-ScmPrURE Luke 23:1-25 . D
During the’ rught Jesus M
was Bubjected to an informal hearing at .

. the high priest’s House (22: 54 65). Then

we read: “As soon ms it was day, the

INTRODUCTION

elders of the people,and the chief priests

and the scribes"-~the three component
© - partg of the Sanhedrin—*came together, = -
and.led hKim. into their council’ (22:66),
- .thnt is, a'regular meeting of the Sanhed-~ .
- 1. It was against the law for this hody'_ '

- .to conduet a trial at night. .
'I'he ﬁrat mistake thut Peter mnde——— i

They got rlght down to busmess w:th

The Preacher ] Magaz]nai. '
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“man” {v. 4}, But Pilate was.not inter- "
. estéd in-whether Jesus had any person:
- ality faulfs. The Greek word does not .

the ﬁﬁeéﬁqn. “Are you the_'Mq?siah?—‘TeH
ugt (v, 67). When Jesus’ countered. the *

query, they asked. atill more pointedly,

. "“'Are yous then the&on of God?” (v, 10).:

Jesus’ reply was, “You are nght in saying

| ‘am” (v. 70, NIV). This was all they-
"needed: He was gmlty of blnsphemy on .
* His.own testlmony Do

1, Tm:. Finst chum'non m' INNOCFNCE

(v: 4).

blasphemy, on which they had con-

. demned Him to ‘death (Maft. 26:65-66),
_.would mean nothing in.a Roman court,
“the leaders procecded -to bring against -
“Jesus a three-fold political charge: sub- .

verting. the: nation, forhlddmg the pay-
ment of taxes to the emperor, and claim-

ing:to be a king, These were all of them
very Dertinent - matterﬁ to the Romun =

government
"Pilate queqtmned Jcsus nnd then To-

.V turned’ to report to His accusers, who
" were. remaining outside the courtroom _
. (John 18:28). T the chief-priests and the

people he said, “I find no fault in this

‘ mean “fuult" but -““cause for punish-

ment

I Tue SE.COND Dscuum"mm' {v. 14)

accusations agamst ‘Him. They accused
Him of atirring up the people throughnut

the Jand of the Jews, beginning in Galilee

- and reaching to-Jerusalem (v..b). When -
" Pilate learned that Jesus was a Galilean, -

~ he gent Him to Herod Antipas, the ruler

of Galilee; who happened to be in town

“at the time. This incident’(vv. 6-12) is
found only in Luke's Gospel: thably_;
_- Pilate hoped to turn over to Herod the

“respansibility of makmg the decislon re-
-garding Jesus,
But the attempt l'alled

" Novambori 1076

- NIV).
~“*Neither has Herod" (v 15)

T, ‘Te THmp DECLARATION {v. 22)

.. Pilate proposed to punish Jesus and .

- then release Him (v. 16). But. the people, - .

~ urged on by ‘the chief priests, asked for

".- Barabbas, a murderer'and insurrection--
isf, to. be réleased. {vv." 17-19). When

 Pilate pleaded further with.them to spare .

. desus, they ‘cried” out,-

~ o “The who‘le mulmude qf thcm —-thai :
" is, the Sﬂnhednn—-“amqe and led him-
_unte Pilate.” Knowing that the charge of

_acience. Worse still, -
- condemnied at the: Judgment bar of God :

r “crime.” What Pilate-really - o

. ‘spid was “I firid no basis for a charge
' -agamat this- man" (NIV). :

- November 30
- Angered by Pilate’s attempt to justify
Jesus, the chief priests renewed their

He.rod sqnt :

Jesus back with no verdict. So Pilate”
called together the religious ‘leaders. again’
~-and informed  them:
- ‘this-man as one who was inciting the

“You bmught me.

people to rebe!hon I have exnmmcd him -
‘in your presence and have found no basis

for your charges against him' (v. 14,
-He “added for. good mcnsprc.

“Crucnfy him

crucify him” (v. 21).
" So the third time Pllnte smd to them:

“Why? What crime has this' map com- - .

“mitted? I have fourid in him no grounds

for ‘the death- penalty. Therefore, I will
have him punished - and then reiensc

- him™ (v 22, NIV). But the voices of ‘the
"elnef priestsgnd people prevmled Barab- -
-bas was freed and Jesus was led awny to :
. be erucified. e
" 'Never in- history was. there ‘. wdrse .

‘miscarriage of justice. Three times Pilate.

“-as judge publicly pronuunccd Jesus notV—J -
guilty. But he “caved in"-undér pres-

sure and executed an - 1nnocent man:

Ever since: that Pilate has been con- .

demned _at the bar of .universal. con-

for fmhng Lo do hls duty L

’ v

1

NEVER TOO LATE IN LlFE (23 43)
Scmwums Luke 23 39 43 ’

. INTRODUCTION “While there's life, there’s '
This familiar proverl seems to be, -

"hope.”
validated " by, out seripture lesson today.-

I ever a -case seemed hopeless. it was
'hia. But rescue came just in time. The ' o
- gospel is the Good News of salvation. Quy s
responszbihty is.to get xt to poople befure S

it'is too late.

I A REBELLIOUS Ronami (v 39) :
““One of the criminals who hung there

hurled ‘jnsults at him:.‘Aren’t you the

Christ?-Save yourself and us!’”.(NIV}.
"The. two -men crucified. ‘with Jdesus: are
called “thieves”.

tw

“he ‘stands fureyer _

‘in the other Gospels..:
-But the Greek word ‘is not klepta: from -

S o7

H



.~ which we get “‘kleptomaniac.” Ra_thef, _iti
“is'a word which means “robbers,” a much"

atronger term. 'Furthermore,'thé Greek

‘word was used in that time in Palestine’

especially . for .guerilla insurrectionists =~ :
" Thenhe turned his head as best he could
- and said to Jesus, “Lord, remember me . . .
. when thou comeat into thy kmgdom C

- against the governments. “Bnndlts"
would be a good translation.

"Luke calls them “mulefnctors" {KJV)'
" “which is the Latin' equivalent of the.

- Greek “evildoers” (kakaurgm) Today we
would call them * ‘eriminals.”

‘One of these t - DR
ge¢ two -men ‘was a. hard  pranted; s is thue of Godagrace Jesus - -

; « . answered him, “Verily 1 say unto thee, - o
Jeﬂua If you are-the Messiah, why don’t- "To duy shalt thou be with me in para.
_dise.” The man was assured of his eternal
salvation, then and there. Répentance.
. ond faith in Christ always bring forgive-
-ness ‘and -reconciliation to God—even in
- the last moments of life. We should not*
gwe up on hnrd cases. - | . ‘

character. He kept hurhng insults at
. you saye yourself and us?"
Jew, an active mllltant rebel agmnst
Roman rule ’

. A REPENTANT RoBpER (vv 40 42)
. At firgt this second robber Jmned hls

. compamon in ra:lmg agnmst Jesua (Mnrk o

“He was a -

N

"15:32). But he ‘evidently became im- .-

: pressed ' with the conviction  that the ~
“Man on the middle cross was innocent
and was what He claimed to be. So.he - -

rebuked - his compnnlon in crime (v. 40).

(v. 42)

1. AREDEEMED Rouam (v 4.5)
" 'The “man's . réquest: was . more than

C ’lhus, our dependance must Iean

_heayily upon God.-

‘D, Our great- need nnd insuffi cxency o

T gwes God hls great opportumty

II WHAT 'I‘um’ HAD W,us SM.\LLu-'-“Fwe'
burley loaves, and’ ‘two small fishes: but . .

" .".what are théy among so mnny" " (v 9)

God Is'Able R

"'« -B. Even' with small’ begmnmgs, we

'Scmrruns John 6:5- 14

_ Text: “There. i a lad here Whlch hath . ',
five barley loaves, and fwo small fishes:
but what ‘are they nmong 80 - muny""

(6:9).

© INTRODUCTION: - : :
1..The word responslbzllty hns been

defined . as
ability.”

2.1t is "ot what our life appears to be B
among 80 many, but what God can make '

it..

3. All lwes must wmt for thnt bouch ef '

the Master' 8 hand,’ o
‘1. Tue Neep Was GREAT—“When Jesus

. then: lifted up his eyes, nnd saw a great-. .
= D, God alwnys b!eases us’ in return,

.- company"! (v. B).

. A.”The aplrltual need of man is grent L
B Our needs are always greater than

we can provide.

mnns response to Goda-'

A Even with smatll evxdence, we may

* have great-faith in God. '

" . may have a large vision for sculs.-
C. Even with a morsel of God's bredd,

. we may | feed the hungry multltudeq_' S

‘around us.,

- I, OnLy. Cums*r CAN. Mam: WIIAT WE
- Have Meer THE NEED—"'And. when' he
"had given thanks; he d:stnbuted

‘much as.they would” (v: 11).

A What we have will ulways be small
. unless God can touch it. "Jesus
took the loaves.” . -

B, 'Jesus- must first. have poaseas:on

" with our consent

L C. It is God that meots the need and
' “They were

S gives the mcrease
~filled!” (v. 12).

with more than we give,. “They
ﬁHed twelve baskets” (v, 13}.

J WALTER Haiy, Jn

,.The Preacher s.Magazlne L
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o ... SkEK Gou EARNFSTLY l

SC NS

A Seeklng WOrId

Scmwuma Matt. 6: 24- 34
Text: “Seck yé first the kmgdom of God

“dnd his nghteouaness" (v ’i3)

[NTI!(}!)UC’I 10N: : ‘
J1."Men are gropmg for llfe 8 true bnlm

'fnclxon .
2. They ;seek for the physmul provi- L

gions: to satisfy the seekmg heﬂrt

L. S_eux Gop .Eaniy..’

. "Those that seek‘ me earl_y ahnl! :

* find me” (Prov. 8:17). .
-B .How ear!y" '

" : 1. Beforesin has left ma devastnt-

7 .’ing scars, - -
2 Before GOdB
_ grows faint.
3 Before ‘you'. gneve Hm Holy
Splnt

tender

_ I Sn-,u Gop . EXPEC'I'ANTLY TR
©o A “Ask, and ye! :ghall-receive; seek '

.. - ang ye shall find" (Luke. Il 9}.
-B. Seek, knowmg thnt He muy be
. found.

C. ,Seek knowmg thnt He can meet'
" your very deepest need. -

-_ D. Seek, knowmg He is: wmtmg for '

~ you.. N
A. “He is a rewarder of - them that
diligently seek him” (Heb. 11:6).

B, His reward i for the emnest

- seeker

. " ,'C His reward is for those who have.

but one demrew—to ﬁnd Hlm

= IV SELI{ Gop EN'mu:.w L
" A. “Ye shall seek me, and ﬁnd me. :
". when yé shall search for me with”

S all your heart” (Jer. 29:13).
B A heart- centered’ search
C..A -determined search.
D. An entire. (undmded) search

R 'A Sr,m{ Gop EXPEDITIOUSLY

. “Seek ye the Lord while he’ may
. be found" (Isa. 65:6). = -

‘B. We must seck the Lord whlle H"_',

'.ig available.

i C.- 1t may be spmthally fatal to wmt-.

“for “a convenient senson.’
~. D, We must. respond whﬂe Hla prcs-
- ence is near. . - ‘

. Ndeemper. 1975 - -

sy

vmcc .

) Uned by pemilsnlon

I‘i‘.‘ “Behold now is the accepted
tlme” {2 Cor. 6:2). - '
. J WALTER HALL, Jn

B 1

0uﬂines !or Pentecost
By DerlG Keefef L

Glﬂ of the Holy Spirll

'Scnirruns Acts 2:18-41

- TeET: “And ye. shall receive the gift, of .
- " the Holy Ghost™ (v 38b) —‘_: KPR

_The gift of the Spirit:

I Is preceded by genume repentﬂnce :
T (v 38) .

11. :Is promised to all generations (v '38)

T, Producea genume revwal {v. 41)

- - After Pantecoa_t.— ;o
- The Striving Fellowship

'.Scn.wrum Act,s 2:42-47

. “The fellowahlp stnvmg

1. To. leam {v. 42)
“II; To éommunicate (v. 42} -
I To be open (v. 43}
IV. To help. (vv. 44-45)"

* V.. To worship.(v. 46)
-VL 'I‘o grow (v. 47)

- Livlng Expoc!untly

‘Scnieru11s 2 Pet, 3:11-19
Text: “You eught to live holy ‘and godly

lives” (2 Pet. 3115, NIV).*

~-Holy peoplc live. expectmg o
LA new hfe {v.14) -~
11. Godly pntzence (v. 16)

.- TIT, Godly security (v 17)
IV Stability (v..16)

. Growth (v 18} .- =
VI His Comiing (v: 12)

' AVII A new homg;’ (v. 13) -

Vlctory Alter Penlecosi
. Scmvrune Gal. 5: 16 25 ,
TEXT: “Smce we live in the Spirit, let us

. keep in etep with the Spmt" (Gal 5 25

NIV) e

‘!'mm 'I'he New Intema!:onul Venlan copyr:ghl .
& 1973 by New York Bible Suclety lntemnnonal kS

20



‘3‘ FO >0 _:>.©' >0 > .o

OF O ?.o_' >0 >

'_ Y Why?
,-:‘m o

L Vlctory Nceds Adequnte Power (vv
16-18) . -
A. Power comes by action .
B. Power comes by desire
- C. Power comes by love

II Victory Needs Freedom’ frqm Works - :

" of the Flesh (vv. 19: 21)
-A. Freedom from impurity -

; B..Freedom from’ wrong ntt:tudes -

' C. Freedom' from _wrong outward
“actions’

o HI Vlctory Needs the Holy Spmt
7 A Victory is in the fruit of the Splﬂt

B. Victory is in step.in the Spmf
C Vlctory is Iwmg in the Spmt

‘BULLETIN

’ .COUNTERFEITS

. Did you ever see a counterfe:t 10-
dollar bill?. . )

Yes. - ‘ -
.'Why was it counterfe:ted" N

.- Because the 10- doilnr ‘bill was. worth
- counterfentmg .
. Was the 10 dnllnr b:ll to blamc"
No. =

. Did’ you ‘ever see a, scrap of brown
_paper counterfelted" I

No. . :

Why? : '

. Becuuse it was not worth counter-
feltmg : :

- tian? - d
. Yes. lots of them

; Why was Chrmtmmty counterfelted"
. Because it was worth: counterfeltmg

. Was Chnstmmty w blame?
‘No. .

'Dld you cver Bee &. counterfext un--
'.-behever" _ : )

. No, never.

e ,-'

BARREL

.'Did you. ever see a counterfent Chns- :

0o
_ AT THANKSGIVING—

- Counr your b!essmge mstead
- of your crosses,
Lount your gains mstead

of vour losses,
- Count your joys mstead

© of your woes,
Count your fnende mstead
. of your foes,” -

f'Gaunt your courage mstead S

of your fears,
Count your health mstmd
Oy ofyour wealth; -
o 'Count on God mstead o
S of yoursclf ‘

Whal I8 Reai Thanksgivlng? ‘:

~ It Cis  the Pilgrim - I‘athers giving
thanks in 1621, not because they had so - .
‘much, but because they had come.” 7

- through - drought. stnrvmion, nnd,

. :deanth,. -

oIt s Abrahnm meoln lssulng the ;-
first ‘general Thnnksgwmg Proclama- - -

uon, October 3, 1863, durmg the dnrk-

est days of the Civil War, -~ b
it “is-Job saying, ‘“The Lord gave,_‘
and the Lord hath taken away; blcssed o

-be the name of the Lord,”

"It iy John Wesley: dymg‘,.smgmg,

7 “I 1i pralse wa I prmse "

Itis a ‘woman .in a char:ty hospltal o

- dying of malignant tumor, wluspermg, SO

a “The Lord hns been s0°good to me,” ..
: : . —Se!ectcd S

Church members aré lrke automob:leq:-.

. they sturt mmsmg be[are they qu:t

[ t,-t'"

' "Why dant you - Aome fo church?","- '
asked the minister of a non- churchgaer .
“Well, I'll tell you," said the' wiseéacre.’
- "The flrst tcme I went to church they
. threw water in my.face; the second time
. they tied me toa woman I ve had to keep -
_ ever smce

"Yes, " answered the mmnter

_ The Praacher 5 Magazlna

' "Ana' _' -
are we going to have to throw dirt'in’
. yaur face the next tlme you come?'

[H][E[Q[E AND F[}[IEIE

I.Ol!l.O.l....l....'...‘.O......O..............

AMONG BOOKS

- Conducled by tho Edilor E

AI! books reviewed may ba ordored from -

Pe'rfeét-iohi'sl: Pcysunsibn:
- Thie Holiness Movement -
nnd Amencnn Methodxsm

- By Charles Edwin Jonc.s (The Scarecrow
" Press; 1974.88.00). 0 . ;

+-This book-. represenl.s ATLA Mono

-'grnph 'Series No. 5. Dr. Jones-has used
the tools of computerized statistics in his”

analysis to write a very useful sociology of-

A ';rehgmn Nazarenes’ pﬂrpcularly will en-:

joy his mmghts concerning the history. of -

.-their church in_ita bcgmmnga through

'1930,, Its: value lies in showing the de-:

'velopment of -the holiness movement -
" within the broad framework- of American,
~ denominational History. Df. J(mea, after
- ‘servingin hbrury pagitions’ in Bethany.
T Cnllege, the seminary, ahd Park College, .
“. is_now -catdloger -for history at Brown
, Unwersnl,y ‘The study was published un:
- der-the, supervmon of Drew Umvemlty
. lerary SHE

-Osc_,ut F. Rm-:n

" Books- recelved

.His" Deepcr Work in Ua

o By AJ Sadlow Bazxter(Zondervan, $2, 90 )

- An inquiry into Néw Testament teach-
‘ing on. the subject of Christion holiness
from a ‘‘reformed pempectwe " There are

A Study Gulde to Acts '

- A guldebook for dmcusmon nnd apph-

: Novamber, 1975 o

. cation. (xood 1nslghts From exegetlcai

L'

- yaur Publishing Housa L

Lo

study

‘What Bible Can You Trust? -
By Multiple authors (Broudman I’rcss o

1974 $2.50.) . .
A d:scussuon of tl’le various transfatlons

_ and parnphrasmg

Succcss, Mohvntmn
S “ “and the Scriptures . .- o
By William H. Cook (Brondman Presa,
1975.°83. 95.) © . :
An attempt to relate success.and posi-

tive motivation to the power of God and

. the work of the Holy Spmt

C 'I‘!w Church; the Body ot Chnst
By “Jahii. MacArtkw Jr (Zondenrﬂn,
1973 $l 25 ) . :

Essencc of Chrmtmmty. Twa Essnys
"By Andres . Nygren (Eerdmans, 1973.
C8L95.) :
Orlgmnlly pubhshed in Swedlsh in -
1922, Thc famous author of Agape and

. Eros gives agood ‘deal of background for -

~ 7 .many fair mmghta froni a writer who sees
" " the holiness imperativé from .4 d;fferent
. theologlcal perapeclwc :

‘ B;y Curtis Vaughan {Zondervan, 1974“'
| 8L 95.) : :

his. better known work

len Talks on Exodua R
By ManfordG Gutzke(Zundervnn. 1974 .
$2 95, } s

~Christian Eth:cs far Black Thcology
By ‘Major J. Jones {Abingdan, $4.50.)
The book seeks to suggest ethical foun-.
“dations necessary to build a new creative

. relationship between b!nck and whlte .

people m America.

" Seven Questinns Jcsus Askcd
By R. Benjamin’ Gamson (Abmgdon,
. 1975. 2. )

'-,3“1;‘



* Preashers'Exchange:

: A Theo!ogy of Dcnlh .
By Ranald C. Starcnku (Concordm 1975.

L $250.)

The' author discusses the insues of
death to help pastors and Christians to”
stand on thelr fa:th and see deuth renhq-
tlcnlly

. *FREE to all Nazarene pastors, active or - -

“retired; Lovely efficiency apartment com-
pletely.furnished, air-conditioned, all
- utilities paid (for one or two weeks). For
Teservations write: Mr. & Mra. Dwighi -
Flaningham, 421 E..Johnson. St., Lake.
Wales, Fia. 33853. NO PETS ADUL'I‘S

© 'ONLY.PLEASE.
"“_WANTED——VOIS I und z uf buund

copies of Chrwtmmty Today. Will. pay
. $20.00. Rev. Cieyan Schietewitz, 400
: N Suneet Ls Puente Cahf 91744, -

'_‘WANTED—-—Ueed set of Pulpit Comnien- T
. taries, edited by Rev. Spence and Rev. . -
* Exeli. E. A. Rothgeb, 1615 54Lh Blvd W,

Pnlmetto Fia. 33561

FOR SALE- lera.ry of “sermons. and' .
- books on all subjects, Hundreds of good
_reading - books. Write for free list of titles -
__ . and authors..Will sell all; or single. John
- V. Frederick; 4612 Dcmlmon Dr., Neples.‘ )

Fla. 33940,

. FOR SALE—Old set el' B:bhca! Illustm ’
" tor (NT. only, and index). Will send post-’
- paid for '$75.00.-Charles E. Apple; 466 .

" Qakland’ Dr., Elkm N.C. 28621... :

FOR- -SALE-- The UtrermOst Salvat:on.
by A. M. Hills, $5.00;" Holiness in the .
- Book of Romans, by A. M. Hills, $5.00;
The Truth for These Times, by T, M.*
'Anderson (sermons published. in late -
“twenties), $5.00; ‘A Vessel unto Honor, by ©
.Orval .J. Nease. (sermons), $5.00 (ali -
cloth);. "Bible Doctrines, 'by Wm. M.".
'bmlth {Quaker theolog}‘) $3.50; My
Sermon Notes (Gospels and Acts), by, '
-E.. 8. Williams,. $3.50: S, Ellsworth, =
Nolhstme P.O. Box 100 Lowndesvﬂle, T

C 29659

- #The Power of the Persoﬁal '

o

“The need for self esteem i3 80 basrc in the humsn pér-

. .sonahty that most other needs shrink by. comparlson Alfred
> Adler, the Austrian. psychologlst brought attention to this. i
g .,: prmcrple beforeé his death in 1937, and more recent\y our own -

Dr. James Dobson has: emphesrzed it“in his book’ Hide or

' Seek ‘We live in a society in which the mdrv:due! is a vietim-

of avalue system’. which - makes inordinate’ demands for -

- beeuty, intelligence, and success Most of us have very httle o
' of -any of these qualities. Our’ hope, ‘then, must come as we: - :

look to. the hrlls of full cemmltment to Christ; from whence

cometh our help The sinful self is crucified. “The redeemed RS
~ -gelf lives, but it is Christ “lrvmg in'me” that cousés me to o
- declare with Paul, “Neverthelese I lwe"’ One brother ex- "

pressed it so eloquently “I'm’ black’ ‘and 1 live in.a ghetto,

but I'm’ SOMEBODY ‘because God don't make no junk!”" L
' ‘Self-esteem rooted in faith. Faith, not. in. ourseives but in o
- Christ, without’ whom we are nothing. Self.acceptance be- e
" cause God accepts us, and having’ loved Him_ with all our " o

L

: hearts, we léve our nelghbors as we love ourselves. Dr: Cowles o

" writes to this point (p. 6}, and so ‘does Dr.. Willingham- (p. 3).
To- find this secret should enable us to avoid the scandal of
“dmslon street” (p. 5), snd let God speak to thls unwashed '

. generetron through us.

. -If the only true gift Is a portion of your- -
L sealf, Christmas should be an oppor—. o
“tunity to prove it. . .

" eThe Pastor Denla wilh Hurt Fee!lngs
- A closer look at the elder brother -
brings a. deeper appreclation for his .

. father and ours .

® Will the Perfect Parent Stsnd Up o
- The pastor's wife does not find It easy

© to be the perfecl parent but-she can '~ ¢
- makeit. : s

COMING

nexl momh -

Yours for'ﬂ(?ulii; B

_OThe Baby Nobody Wanled . Ty
. It Is_unbelievable, ‘but trug--a- baby . -

- abandoned in & laundromet! it brlngs .
thoughts of enother Bebe

The P'rescher“s Megsiine



o Preachers Exchange

A Theology of Dcnth

~ By Ronald C Starenko (Concordm. 1975

$2.50.)
The author- dlscussca the issues of

~death to help. pastors and- Christians to
" stand on their faith and see death reohs-

g tlcully

_ _
R

L

FRELE to all- Namrene pastors uctwe or

’ retired: Lovely, efficiency apartment com-

~ pletely furnished, air-conditioned, all -
_ufilities paid (for .one or two weeks) For-
reserviations writer Mr.. & Mrs,-Dwight
- .Flaningham; 421. E, Johnson St., Lake
© -Wales, Fla; 33853: NO PETS ADUL’I‘S

~.ONLY PLEASE.
-WAN’I‘ED—-—Vols 1: and ‘2 of bouﬁd

g

- copies of Chnstlamty Today, Will pay -
-~ '$20.00. Rev. Clayton J. Schietewitz, 400 -
"N. Sunset, La Pyente,. Calif, 91744,

WANTED—Uscd set of Pulplt Commcn- .

“taries, edited by: Rev. Spencé and Rev:

. Exell. E. A. Rothgeb, 1615 54th Blvd W, '

Pnlmetto, Fla :335661.

"FOR - SALE——lerary of sermions nnd-. :
» books on'all subjects. Hundreds of good . -
reading books. Write for free list of titles- -

-and ‘authors. Will sell all, or single. John
"V, Frederick, 4612 Domlnlon Dr Naples,_.
" Fla, 3‘1940 ) . -

T F‘OR SAL

tor (N'T only, and index). Will send post-

“paid for. $75.00. Charles E. Apple 466 : .

" Oakland- Dr., Elkin, N. C. 28621,
" FOR SALE—The- Uttermost Saluotlon.

"'by A, M. .Hills, $5.00; Holiness in the -
“Book of Romans, by A. M. Hills, $5.00;"
-The Truth for These Times, -by T. M.. -~ -
Anderson {sérmong published in ‘late - °.
twenties), $5.00; A Vessel unto Honor, by

- Orval - J: Nease. (sermons},. $6.00° (all

_cloth); Bible Doctrines, by Wm. M. o

- Smith -(Qunker theology), $3.50; My

- :Sermon Notes (Gospels and "Acts), by

E. S. Williams; $3.50. S.. Ellsworth
SC 29659

Nothqtmc P.0. Box 100, Lowndesv:l]e, : A

s lTha Power of Ihe Peraonal

<.0Md set of Biblical Mustra- [

' 'I‘he need for self esteem is so bas;c in the human per-

' '-,Bonahty that moqt other needs shrink by comparison. Alfred :
* Adler, the Auitrian psycholog:at brought attention to this .

pr1nc1ple before his death in 1937, and more reccntly our owWn

. Dr. James Dobson has emphasized it in his book’ H;de or
- Seek. We live in a society in which the mdwndual is a victim

of a value system which makes. ‘inordinate demands for

‘ 'beauty, mtelhgence, and success. Moat of us have very. l1ttle )

" 1f the only true giftisa portlon of your-, :
. self,. Chris\mas should be an: oppor-- :
tunlty to prova it .

_‘eThe Paator Deals wllh Hur! Feellngn
- A-closer ‘look' at the elder brother
. brings a deeper appreclallon lor his .
- “father and ours, k

o Wili the Perfect Parent Stand Up S
The pasior's wife doas not find it.easy .

.~ ~to be tha’ periect parem but’ she can
- makelt. .

: .OThe Baby Nobody Wnnled ‘
.1t Is unbelievable, ‘but truo——a baby-
_ _' abandoned in a laundromat! it brings g
_ lhoughts of another Babe ‘

The Preacher's Mogazlne

Bl

- T of any. “of these, qualities. Our hope, “then, must come a8°'We -
lock to the lulls of full commltment to Christ, from whence i

o lcometh our help. The sinful self is cruclfied The redeemed
B self- lwes but. it is Christ, “llvmg in me’' that causes. me to
' declare with Paul; “Nevertheless 1 live!” One. brother ex-

‘pressed it so eloquently “I't black and I live in a ghetto‘
but Im SOMEBODY because God don’t make no junk!
Self—esteem rooted in’ fa:th Fmth not' in ourselves, but’i in

Christ, without’ whom’ we ‘are nothing. -Self- aeceptance ‘be-

v cause ‘God, accepts us, “and havmg loved Him with all our
o hearts, we love our nelghbors as we love ourselves Dr. Cowles
“writes to this point (p. 6), and so'does Dr. Wllhnghnm {p. 3). o
“ To find this-secret should ‘enable us to avoid the scandal of - e
“division streot”+(p. 5), and let God speok to thls unwashed R

- generation through us. o

L Yours*l'o:‘ souls,
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A NEW CHRISTIAS DRAMA will fousic by LOR-.

_shop ‘in France 100 ykars.ago.” The cast of lour

A H{wCHRISTMAS PAGE!«NT by ROWENA BABCDCK
and - OLIVE _HOCKEY. The exlensive. search- of the
. Wise men hnds Christ not as a baby butas a lad
ol two yﬂars Includes parls for 3 wome, 14 rnen

A NEW CHRISIMAS SER‘JICE BUUK compiled by

A NEW COLLECTION OF CHRISTMAS PROGRIM

-hon_ of heralofore unpubtished. plays réadings, reci-
!almns enerclses

‘Love. the Giver of teye Toy, and ihe Prince of

The Cobbler’s Guesi

RAINI aid FRED. POOLLY, It seusng is a cobbler s‘

“men, cne wormnan, one cmld narra‘lar “and: choir of -

“IDEAS. Here GRACE RAMQUIST has galhered p selec:-
and su_qgﬁ far various . age .

Love Joy, Peuce

A MEMDRABLE CHRISTMAS CHNIMA by’ TOM'
FETTKE, Atiove the. average choral presenlatien, yel- |
perinrrmble by © the, average” SATE church thoir. -
. Facuses on “Jesus; Ehrist as he Emhudlment of ..

Feace {’er!ormance time, appronmalely 40 minules. .

mu(ed quarlet purtrays a tuuchmg {ubllcal hulh o
abolit - giving. Performance. time,. apprnnmalely 3{1' .

©minttes. Mlmmum of 5 cnp|es requ:red

MC-246 e - 15
There Cume Wise Men o

suveral angels and shepherds mixed quar!el and

chait,” male chorus, soloist and gullanst and a 1wu
year-old boy Per!nrmance I:me 6(] mmules

WE-247 Co TS
| Sh R Four Sewlces lorChrlstmas

ot ages and talenls. Tetles o! these luur serwceszre o
“Chnst: -

" GRACL RAMQUISI Need; an eflectwe Chrestmas ;. _ "Patk_of Faith” “The Gilt of Christmas,” )
service preplanned and ready? Heresyeur answer' ©.omas - Living Pu:lu[us and 1 Wlsh Ad qun--
NYou'lt find drama, scriplure. marrative, pantomime, -+ There ™" .

4 [, and music le challenge and involve a_cfoss-section MC: 248

- Christmas Progrum Buiider No. 28

levels— kindergrten through" adull, Use them as

. Sirggested- or ps supplemenlal aids 10-yqus; own

prugfam Either way, lhis malerial for worship will- "
~save hours: ul sea!chmg and plannmg MC-128 75c

-

- M 25 Chnral Buok .
1215 1 Sterea Album $5.98
- L-215C - Book/Album Comhmahun -36.45
© . MU-215 _Accempaniment Tape -
{piano/organ) - 515 00

MC ZGSF Sewu:e Fnlder Féc'kage 100 for $3.50

Sl(](l

$L50 .

[OR THE: COMPLEIE LINE of Clmslmas mata.nals séu the Lnllenas Chnstmas brochuu
: : ‘sent to all churches orsend lor'a fru, personal copy, .

Emmrnarlon copies uum!ab!e to any program dlrector orchoir leader requesting them )

DI;CIDE N()W Whai Your Christmas Mualc and Program Need Will Be and Have
. Ample Tlme for Rehearsals .
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. 1 "The Power of the.PersonaI s : e Em:onm
"3 _Servanthood Pastor Dea[s wn‘h =y LT
© HurtFeelings:............%... . weie. C 8. t’:owms :

6 ‘ Chrislmas Beycmd Bethlehem Forraar W. Nash )
-7 --Portraits of Paul: IV, The Mlssionary J. Malton Thomas -
.9 The Hollnass ‘Stream (Wesleyana) GeorgaE Faiting -

'10 When Evangellsm Loses Its Apeal PfacncaIPants~. o
11 " Their Darkest Hour Was The:r Fmesl - Halp‘h.F Pynchon
. 13 Lost Christmas (poem) e i Hachof van Cramre_j
14 A Mlsslonary or a Misslon F}eld? NaﬂE ngmowar T
18 " Idea Sparks: Stewardship : . .- ! .. AsaHiSparks .
17 - Will the Perfect Parant Sland Up s Ruth Ann Poiston .
Some of the Pastor's Mall I R
S Chrastmashrpe....-.‘.....-.'_,..-.'-. e'dwt'n‘A'fbxandar S
20 The. Baby Nobody Wanted ... ... et WHHamJ Turner -
21:.'Pastor's Ghrls&mas Prayer ......:. Devew. Derl Kaelar :
T21 . leing Christmas Tree ... .. 'L Cee :. *Doris, Sﬂn!ord
The Starting Point ...~ ..o b, C. Neii Stralt ...
' Looklng at Our Lord in Luke e R .j . .'.- ..RaJph Earle
'Yeariy lndex I

v

- VOLUME 50 .NUMBER 12 -

The Power of

the Personal

HE" ONLY TRUE mrr s a portlon of your‘;elf i wrote Ralph Waldo a

Emerson He ‘must have been thinking ahout the greatest Gift in
all of human history, for the Babe of Bethlehem represents the ultimate

. .in giving. He'is .God himself ¢ome to be among' us. He is. Immanuel
’ "‘whlch ‘being mterpreted is, God with us" (Matt, I: 23) o '
>+ . Indeed He is-the Messiah, sent from God. He is Master nnd Lord .
~-ns Mary Magdalene so eloquently expressed. it when she ‘called Him' .
. *Rabboni!"" He is the ‘Christ, as every Christian knows. Heis the Son of
. - Man, as He so frequently cnlled himself. He is'the Son of God, as the
Lo unbehevmg centurion acknowledged when he saw Him die on. the cross.
) He is “very God and’ very man,” as the theologians- describe Him. .
) _,Not part God and par{ man, not. a hybrid mixture of the human and the ,
*- . diving, not merely the nearest facsimile of deity that can exist in human
. flesh."He is God.:And Hé condescended to take upon himself' “the form -
'_ofa servnnt ‘and was mude in the likeness'of men” (Phil. 2:7)."

. . He comes wheré we’ are, ‘80 WE' mﬂy go where He is,

Docomlmr 1975.. R

He is Immanuel, God is with us, and‘the most exciting aspect of .

" Christmas is that it is 8o, perqonal rI‘he truly genuine gift is a portion of . -
oy youraelf and the sages sincé the beginning: of time have recogm?ed‘
- inthe Incarnate Christ the greatest Giftofall, ' e
"' The Christian way to give begms with giving. yourself The meunmg o
cof stewardshlp, in its real i sense, is the commitment of self first and fore.
. most, with the gifts of time and: talents and treasures a natural con- -
" _.sequence. On Christmas Day and every day, -it is_important for the
- Christian to remember thls and to be very much aware of the power of -
the persorjal. .~ ‘
' ‘A Chnstmaa greetmg card is a case in pomt It is apprecmted by the s
recup:ent for someone has cared enough to address 1t and mml lt But it
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is appreciated even more when someone has cared enough towrite a per-

sonal note along: wrth the prmted verse. The persona[ touch makes Lhe

- difference. . N

i The 'small. son is delrghted of course, wn.h the bicycle his fnther'

: gives him. But espeulally cherished are those moments the father gives *
" of himself, teachmg the boy toride, sharing his excntcment bemg near -

enough to listen, and getting to know him hetter.-

o This is why an oil painting is worth infinitely moré thmr a mechnm‘ o
. cal reproductmn The orrgmnl is more tham just a picture to enjoy. In'it.
there is much more than a blending of shapes and.colors to- capture and

preserve an‘experience on the canvas. It represents the'skill, the ehergy,

© . the time, the concentration; the effort, the trammg, and the very Jife ofn.._ o
" person. Theartist has glven o portion of himself. )
This- is why & young pasior without much’® experlence and wnth a S
“minimum of trarmng can be used of God in. the care of souls, He ig ap- -+ .~
, precmted and he is effective, even in his first charge, by those who are -
- lifted. andunsplred by.him_ more than by his methods. He may not know,  °
~ just what he is stlpposed to say to someone who has s¢enn loved one dle )
. butheis there and he cares, and that matters most. - v~ LA
, There is a new wave of mtereat among us in the power of the per- - .
~ sonal touch. One church has a group working: every week seekilg ways to
express: their care. They note news of tragedy in the papers, and write .
-, notes of sympathy. 'lJrey see news of triumph and send words of congrat-. =~
5 ulatlons They are not satisfied to repeat empty cliches as they shake the =
. pustor s hand after a Sunday sermon: They go home and write'a letter .
telling- him- how much he he1ped them, They write a note to the choir~ -~ .
© - director to express apprecmtlon for music that was ofspeclal blessmg to .0
. them. They area giving grollp-—-and they are gwmg a portlon of them- ST
‘selveq L -
oo Qur first Chnstmas as-a young professor in the semlnary brought a o
T pleasant surprise."We answered the knock on the door, and there stood -
" one of the general supermtendents of out church. Tall and handsome, a
© warm smile on his face and a gift in his hands, he had come'togreet us. © ' .
- Our family would have appreciated his gift rf he ‘had mailed it—but . ..
o soméhow when he brought it, we received miich more- thnn jUSt a gift. He -~
- was giving a portion of himself and his farmly to us. _
‘ Another friend for’ many’ years wrote a brief letter every tlme he S
' ‘heard anythmg of interest about us, Always, there was anote of appreci- - .
"~ + ation, Theére were words of . congratu]ntxon even for the shghtest ac- .
‘.,complishment ‘Therg, was-Christian love | in every Ietter That frlend is
~ in heaven now, and we miss him here. -

For évery person who writes a personal note, there are thousands-

The Preachers Magnzine'-' ‘

" ‘who think about it but never do it. For everycne who presents gifts'at ..
T Christmastime which include a portion of himself, there are many others . =
“'who would agree that it shouid be that way The questlon is, Will we

. maekeit'that way" ' o
- ““Behold, a virgin shall be w1th ch:ld and shall brmg forth a son - _
.. - and they shall call his nam¢ Emmanuel [or Immanuel Isn 7 14], whlch R S
S bemg interpreted is, God with us” (Matt. 1:23). -

- "The Giver is also the Gift. That is Christmas. And that shouid re-
‘mmd us to never underestrmate the power of the pemonal ' :

b

CALL TO SER\IANTHOOD

VO

C S COWLES Paslor Church ol' the Nazarenc Covmn Galif..

THE PASTOR DEALS WITH HURT FEELINGS

\ SR Nowhiselderson

1 'a‘_m.droyivn' to the _e'lder broirher: -bef ;
“cause few others are. I will agree that.
his attitude Jeaves something to be

‘desired. ‘But I .do not see textual
fatindation for the common practice

" of roundly condemning. him to perdi-
tion. To the contrary, the fatherseeks.
him out, entreats him, and addresses -

" him as Son. That.is not the language'

of estrangement and lostness.
~'What we do have here, however rs

- a vividly portrayed example ‘of mas-
. sive ministerial “hurt feelings. The-

" elder brother, faithful in the Father’s
.- house, has been dealt a staggéring

blow to the ego. He has been a victim
of inexcusable oversight. The musi-

. ciane have been engaged, the dancers.

. notified; the robe ordered, the ring

-+gelected, ‘and the fatted. cnlf killed,
 But, unaccountably, somebody ‘for-
~ - got.to stamp his invitation; Nobody
* thought to phone, He was utterly by-
g .pasaed forgotten, ignored. If anyone
*-" in the world had a legitimate right to
be properly outraged it was he I feel

. .‘for him. :

Rccently I hem’d about a young

~woman -who ‘was called- out of the

-;;graduntmn line at rehearsal in one of -

- our colleges: She was informed that a.
- inBt- mmute check had dlsclosed that_

o Docember‘ 1975

was angry(Luke 15 25 32) .

i

.she lacked one.. uanecessary to""__._
graduate. A further investigation re- .

vealed that she had-been misadvised .

by her freshman class counselor, ‘and *
that the error had gone undetected,

to this point. There was no recourse .
except to postpone. graduatron for at
least another semester. Now when I.-
tell you that she left that campus -

- never to return, and is today exceed- -
_ingly bitter about the 'whole thmg, 1

thmk that we can understand. :
" Several months ago 'l read the

' heartrendmg story.of Gordon “‘Buzz”

Aldrin, the second man on the moon.

After the celebrity tours had been L
' completed, ‘Aldrin found himself out

of a job in the apnce program. So he
resumed his careér in the Air Force. -
But, to his dismay; he was ‘assigned

s flight director at a pilot's training .
_achool—a very low echelon position.. .
Further, the high. command passed. -

him over when he was roviewed for -
what would have normally been an -

almost ‘automatic promotion. It be-

came clear to him that the law of the

~chicken ‘coop wes in operation—that

is, 'if one rooster flies too high, the
others make sure that he has no soft
place to land, This blow plunged him

into a severe depression which led to-

B T
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. ther damaged his_ possibilities’ for a
" reil future in the Air Force. When [
-read further that he had decided to

take an early -retirement, T was with

. him all the way. Who. would want to -
devote one more day to serving an.
_institution which treated its faithful

Tt and distinguished servants in bUCh an
.offhand manner? = .

- alwnyq accompanies -hurt feehng
There are.gross inequities in- life—
" and.in the church. There are .abso-

There is'a kind of -mner loglc that

.. lutely unjustifiable events: which do
" giweep péople under. There is'an irrd-

.tional element at work in the affairs -

. .of men. Most .6ften, the person -who:
.- hns been plunged into the brackish

———
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" come: home

—watersof hurtfeelings: really has- been—-
. hurt! No matter howtrivial the cause”

© - may seem to the person standmg on’
" the outside, from the perspective of

the victim, he’ auffered a stunmn;,

: blow :

Hurt feelmgs ﬁnd fertile soﬂ durmg
times when we are under unusual |

‘gtress anyway. ‘'Thou- never g,ovest
_-.me a-kid, that I might make merry
" with my frlendl " reports the elder.
‘brother: But what he neglects to.tell .

ug was that he hasn't asked for a kid
in a long time. He hasn't planned any

" parties lately He has become so-én-

grossed in his labors in+the father's

" _kingdom and so consumed with the
* - endless demands’ upon “his time that

he hasn’t made provision ‘for.seasons -
of ‘merrymaking with his friends, It -
hasg been:a long time since he played

“a roind of-golf, took a day. off,; (Aro- ..
“licked with his famlly, laughed at a
good story.’

Consequenﬂy, he was nbnormal]y
uptlght lacking in good humor, ‘and.
‘unable fo.savor the moment. He was

- _always’ on' the run, always straining .

‘ahead, always driven, When he.did

RE

. it was probably: after .
S dark——-for the party was already well
o under way S :

‘Stress. shortens patience, Fuﬁgue
plays havoe with the nerves. That re-

gilience which normally would have
“enabled him to-roll with the punch
was missing. His emotions had be- e

-come 5o taut that the slightest inci-

" dent would have been enough to set .

him off. .-
A ‘pastor with. two decades of dls-

tinguished service to the church was "
being intetviewed by : -another - .~
- church's board. The church which ~. =
L was conmdenng him was much smal-
“ler than the one which he had « organ-
- ized and huilt up. After the meeting,

a.'leading -board member took him
aside. He complimented him upon

. his fine presentation and applauded
his. obvipus professional competence - '
and-spiritual stature. But-he.went.on..
“to confidently inform him that the:

church’ would not ‘call -him. ‘When'

the astonished, pastor asked why, he

was told that he was too old.: -The

church needed a younger. man How '

.old was he? I‘orty four!
-With that, the pastor went home,
remgned hIS church,. and departed

“into secular business; One thoroughly

audacious, thoughtless, -and unkind

remark by a virtual stranger—which ~

would - undoubtedly - have . been

shrugged ~off earlier—became the
~ straw which. broke the camel’s back.
. Perhaps it caine at a time when he -
had been already: suffering. some:
_painful - ego- shattermg and spirite’ R
crushmg blows in his ministry, and it .
was mmply more than he could han-'

dle.

A great pastor of national prom;-:l o
nence. & couple of generations ago - .
told a conference. of ministers that.
" *“no pastor is to be held entirely re- -
“sponsible for all: that he. says . nndj_ -
* does, “when ‘the fires are burning '

low.”. How prophetic. he. was. For

shortly after he spoke those words, a..

group of ‘young laymen—many  of

“whom he had baptized as infants— -
o mounted a cnmpmgn ngmnst His . -

.The Preacher 9 Mngazlne

..m_.cut-deep
Unless we can. find a way ‘within®

- N

", leadership and succeeded in b)ringing-

"his 35 years of speetacular ministry

*"in that church to an-inglorious end. It

is said that he died two years later, a
bitter and broken old man. He never
recovered from that blow,

.Lest you assume that [ am being
too sympathetic toward the. elder -

- brother and making & case for hurt

-feelings, may [ assure you thnt Lam -
_ not. All ] am trying to do is to faceup - -
. to" something that has destroyed. '
countless faithful servants in the

- Father's househoid and has crippled
* the efféctiveness of many more. Fur-
thermore I. have been faithful long
enough to know that " disappoint-

" ments do come, dlmllusmnment does-
arise, and hurts do huve the power to )

was.vigible to.me, or-even to hlﬁ wife. .
But apparently. it had been working .
deep within him, and had comprised

. hurt which. he .could not handle ,
After giving a dedicated lifetime ‘to
helping others in Christ’s name, he =

could not cope with his own deep dts~
appomtmente :

-1 have come’ to beheve thnt no \
.man,- regardleqs of how spiritual, i
- entu'ely immune - from such’ hurts

Everyone has a sensitive nerve some-.

. where. And sooner or later, that nerve

‘will be struck. For everyone who

‘yields to a deqtructwe impulse under
_the despondency of a moment, there’
are more who just sink into a stag-

‘the grace of God to deal creatwely

the ‘shock. of a shattered ego, men

“often do strange and: uncharacteristic:
“ things. They w1l_!,1mpu]swely resign .
thelr church, abandon theitr wives,

 engage a lawyer, write a biting tract,

. . have a nervous bréakdown or.a heart -
_. attack, Some may even. take more .

- extreme action. -

Cnl psycholog:st with’ an- eerned doe-

torate in this field. He had pioneered.
experlmental ‘ministries along " the -
. counseling line in his denomination, ..

which intrigued me. That was why T

had gought him out on: thut portlcu-‘ ‘

- lar day.

The followmg Saturday he pur- L
chased the first handgun he had ever

owned and blew his brains out. I dis-

- covered later that-he had run.into-
- 'gome . difficulties in regard to his

. counseling program; -His own clinic
had just been voted out of hlS ehurch

Decembar. 1975

come -in contaet

nant-pool. oLtthowmpsychJehltter_

" NEeEs whlch sours their spirits and °
" ‘cankers- their attitudes. Such minis-
and positively ‘with these hurts, they -
. have the potential-to bring the care-
fully built ministerial career of a life- .
time down-'in sudden ruins. Under

ters mdmte to all wnth ‘whom they’

‘clean!” .

Whatever | ‘have smd in trymg to o
'-understand the reason for the elder
“brother's explosive outhurst, 1 must

hurry on and say that it is a very bad
scene. There is nothing that is attrac-

 tive or winsome about his attitude, It
'is 'a repugnant and repulswe display..
We are. ashamed that we have been :
: " witnesses. We are embﬂrmsscd for .~

'L.had lunch .with h1m on a Tues-_ '
- “day. My friend was a highly regarded .
.evangeliat, educator and now, a clini-.

him, We are. ambivalent-in our re-

- sponse to him. We are drawn by com-
. passion to-the wounded spirit. that
" needs healmg And yet we are re- -

pelled by .the stench of the infection *
and corruption. When this. kind of

attitude becomes a permarnerit ﬁx-- T

‘ ture in-a minister’s personality kis .~
‘usefulness in the kingdom has almost -

.certainly come to an end. R

"Therefore, there ‘is no questlon '

. -more jimportant for the minister who ~

- has suffered a blow that has him reel- - .

ing. than that of the Apostle, “Who
shall deliver me from the body of thls

.' deeth"" (Rom. 7:24), .

'I‘hank God there is an answer

"_~5

Uncleon' Un~ 2

‘He felt“somewhat' fejected by his ‘_ f. -
ministerial colleagues None of this
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‘Help. comes from our parable.

. 1

- “Therefore came his father out, and. -
‘entreated him’’ (v. 28). He senses our

disappointment.- He feels our dis-
tress. And He takes the initiative. He

comes to.us. He seeks us out. He. :

“entreats’” us, comforts us, ‘calinis us.

He restores our spirit, reaffirms our .
L conﬁdence, readjusts our perspec- -
- . tive. What a beautiful description-of -
. the ‘quiet heehng work of the Holy.
;Spmt
‘ Furthermore he centmueq te call'
- us “Sop.” Praise God! . He no more
" casts us ‘out because _w‘e have (ellen_--'
victim to. less . than laudable atti-
. tudes, than we turn our children'out -
© when. they throw a fit. There is some- -
; . thing in His tone of voice which stops”
- "---*--usehort -gives- uemsrghtrmto ourown— aléo are passing. threugh deep waters.

“ugliness -of spmt and lets us know

for His chosen and choice servants.
But that ve
- us know that

chastenmg itself lets.
eis very near. -

T ~

Chnstmas o
o Beyond Bethlehem

lperspectwe s
pointment in the light of” etermty. RN

R

" “Thou art ever with me’" (v. 31). .
What difference does 1t make if we "
‘have been rebuffed by the mayor,

when the President has taken us in!

“What difference does ‘it make if we.,
‘have been voted, off- the city council . | .
" - when, we have already been elected R
_to the Segnate of heaven! “All that | B .
-have ‘is. thme” (v. 31}.Think of it!

Hurts will come. But.if we will let’

. our Heavenly Father entreat us, min-" -
reqtore our sense of .

ister to-
put outr great disap-

then we can be healed. We may even

,dxscever that our’own dark night of
the soul ‘will .enable us. to be more
gensitive, empatheti¢, and compas- °
“sionate.in our-ministry to others who

: "It we are afflicted, it is for your com- . '; ;
- . that this-is not appropriate behavior , “fort. and salvation”. (2 Cor 1: 6 :

R8V)>

: 'me Ihe Revmd Smndard Vemrm ef the IMJ&'

' Lupynghted 1946 and 1952, - -

.'Ongce- again we travel back dcross Ihe t:enluries and’ eastward to: Beth-’i" '

' g !ehem. There'in the life of the Christ Child we behold the diving significance - L
of lhings—cod’s love giving that which in turn woald be given back asan "

.- -atonement for our. s!n. Tiine contains only a small: parl of the Christmas .
- - imeaning.'We mast go beyond Bethlehem—even to the court of the cternal -

. God. Thete -we behold the eternal Christ; the Lamb s!ain from the founda- - . 7.
; * tiony of the world. So our human Ienging has its hope realized in eternity. So' .

¢ . -let the angels slng. let the shepherds g0 now even unta Bethlehem. Let.the .-
. wige men leave their- leeking footprints in' desert sands as they, follow the
- "> star to Hisn. For the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, and we be- ;

- held his glory, the: glory as of the only begotten of the Father. No, not cre-

and glorieus

This’ ie lhe meaning ef Chnstmas.

- ated: by God, but begouen by Him. The mystery ef the Eterml-redemptive.

' .The.Preactiers Magazing - :

" Sémeonc has said, “G od imd eniy.' -
L one son, and ofhim He¢ made a mis-
And thuq - Jesus. came,
: Sheep: -

i monig-wolves, - Light.in the_midsi of
. darkness. He came as a. rmssmnﬂry o

sionary.’
-Friend "among qtrengers

LOf us, He would make " ntission-

aries, He told us to go to all people—
everywhere He ‘would rot let-us he

lsO]uthIlHtS He would' not be: ‘con-’

" tent that we-go only to our.own. He:
_has constantly: projecteéd our sights
" to new horizons. He stirs us with a~ '
dwme discontent. If we are sensitive .
" to.it, it shall be said of us, as it wasof .

- Barnabas-and ‘Paul, *, they sent

them away. Sa they,. bemg sent forth”

- by the Holy Ghest depurted" (Acts
l d4:3-4})..

~In eueh a fremewerk it is not, sur-
prlemg to find that Paul was a mis-.

s:onnry 'So determined. was he 1o
reach all the world that he said, “So

heve I scrwed te preeeh the gespel X

A

v Paul th.é.:Mi'sts'ipna‘ry""f'

nnl where Chrlqt was named lest I
should build upin. ﬂm)ther man's

"f()llﬂ(lll“ﬂll“ (Rom, 15:20).

‘The. record of Paul's ﬁrqt mission:-

aryeffort_begins in Acts 13. Here is'
" recorded Antioch as hishome ¢hurch:
< They are his human ordainers, but

they are only’ coneurring with the

Hely Spirit. He has been designated. ™ o
~He .is selected.- He goes forth.: The ™
‘things to ~which he . was - ‘sent-—to

which. all . missionaries -are- sent—qq?.

indicated in the. subsequent events.

* The.-first section (13:6-12) reveals

_ that he, as all _missionaries, was sent .
.o do battle with sin and with Satan: =
Pictures of missionaries of another = .
~ day are rapidly vanishing.-It-is still
‘true, -however, that they hattle: an-
cient’ -mperst:tmns
“forms of ~worship. In Paul’'s case it- *
wns Sorcery, Today's missionary still

: centends with magic, wntchcraft the
‘black- arts, ‘voodooism: They deal -

“with péople who worship their own =~
. fears, They lead peoplé from the wor- '
ship of the neturel werld w1th all '

~ “that mvn!ves

l 4. Melton Thomae

' -3 Evangeﬂsr

December.- 1975 -

Mount Vernon, Ohle, -,

Paul ran head en mto o ferce thet £

' -"13 found worldwide now; even as it

was then. He denounced Dlymes the

. sorcerer, as being “full of:all subtil-
_ity” (v.'10); “‘n false prophet” (v, 6).
‘He inquired of him, “Wilt thou not

cense to pervert the rnght ways of the

- Lord?” (v. 10). This same falseriess . - ”

7

“concepts,  and ..
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" -rected Christ,
" from the dead" {v. 30}. It was a mes-
. sage . of forgweness
" unto you therefore, men and breth-.

ﬂ

mamlaln‘; toda) Tt is evidenced in
the witch doctor, in those who, by

-any means, would exploit, and even .
. :n -false teachers of Chrlsuanny

Certainly. like Paul, today 5 mis-

‘sionary becomes engaged in conﬂtct
“with the devil himself. Paul pointed
-out that Elymas was a “child of the

devil” (v.'10}. So whether in Antioch,
fmm which Paul was sent, of at Sal--
amis, where the cited encounter ook
place; the source of the nppo‘smon is
Satan. And as then, 50 NOW. Whether
at the sendmg area, or'in the area to

o which the- missionary is sént, the dsq-
turher of rlghl'eousness is ‘mll the ‘

devil.

These %antures (Acts ll 14-.)2}._

88y another thing about missionaries.

- They are sent to proclaim-a message.

It is not enough to root -out. some .
negative. elements, even . evil. Paul

" was not. Luntent to p()mt at many-

false gods. He went on to ‘proclaim &
God of might, and power, and love;-
Such was the message here. -

" It.was a message of salvation, “To
- you is thé word of this salvation sent”

{v. 26). Tt was a ‘message of a resur-’
“But Gad ratsed him -

“Be it imown

ren,” that through. this 'man is-

T preached unto -you the- forgweness of -

sing’ " (v. 88). Tt-was a message with-
no restrictions, “1 have set thee to be

S light of the Gentiles, that thou

shouldest be for splivation to the ends

.- "'ofthe earth” (v. 47).

A modern counterpart ‘of Paul's
experience is given by Dr, G. B. Wil-~

* liamson. Speaking of RiH. Ingram,

-+ yeteran missionary to .Guateémala,
.- he sayas, “Journeys on foot or horae- .
. back "could betaken, strange lan:'

guages could be mastered more easily |
than to penetrate this darkness, abol--
ish the prejudice, .and emancipate

~"the slaves- of a religion which wae a’

mixture: of degraded - Christianity,

and the uncnent concepts ot” deuy

known to the aborigines. They knew

‘much about penances, pilgrimages,

‘images of saints, and'a plaster-of--

paris Christ, coffined and enshrined.

‘But-knowledge of 2 Saviour who is- ~ ¢ -

whose  Spirit .. .
comes to men ‘to regenerate and
_cleanse ‘their - hearts and transform -

. their lives, was as foreign to them as

alive " . forevérmore,

“to those who never heard {he name of
Jeaus qpnken -

" Every missionary is t() speak the .
-name, spread the news, and herald .

“the.message.-

‘Paul's expenence tellq one ‘more .-
thlng ubout missionaries. They are to -

‘advance,
Such has always been the pattern.

that they may  expand.

- Tsaigh said- it thus; “Enlarge-the - -,
- place of thy'tent, and let themstretch -

_forth the curtains of thine .habita:

~ tions: spare not, lengthen thy cords,
(1sa.54:
.- 9).~Jesus tatked of the other sheep, .

"and strengthen thy stakes"

not of the parent fold. He felt the im-

pelhng urge to visit more cities—and = -

yet. more. Paul, as: a}ready noted,

- wanted to. find' the places where the

‘Name had-not. been named.

. So. the call’ cuntmues——enlarge, v
' advance ‘expand.” Enlarge the force, -
" the"influence, the effectiveness of
- present fields, Paul was . always re-
iirning to strengthen existing work.
Advance the methods . adaptable to -
given areas,- knowing -we are-not

~ called to preserit Western culture but .

‘a universal Christ. Expand the base

of operation by entermg new fields,
by finding those: pioneer places to

. annpunce the Nume o o
Such was the method of Paul the_‘ ey

‘missionary, It would be hard to im-
prove on it'today. The call for mis-

slonaries is still heard. There is still .

a place. for those who go as mission-
‘ariés. There is still a place for others -

to support thoge wheo go, by studying
about;, praying for, nnd glvmg to mls-‘_ e

SlOI’lq

‘_'The_ Préachar's-M'_ngnzlné o

o ~Pheetérs‘ writes,

E . ‘_l}(hmr,- lhc_Wes!e)an Aduﬂmte. -

: -'Deqember}i!Q'(S' S

The Holmess Stream

Dr . C McPheeters in an old is-
. sue of the Herald: (then the. Herald of

Holmees), addressed himself strongly

-*"to .the need for the revival of- thc-_'

teachmg of the holy life.
“The holiness stream,"

Wesley and: the edrly Methodists is

' not the dead:issue whlch many would -

have us beheve

. “Dr. L. Ray: Srnlth in an editorml
in the Christian Aduocate, ‘then the

nntlonal Methodist weekly, in a brief”
. - review of the new book, The Path to.".
Perfection, by W. E.- Sangster, the
" great Wesleyan preacher of. England,

says.'_.‘Let it not’ be forgotten that

all of the denominatmns, gects, and .
fanatics who teéach this doctrine re- .
‘ cewed it originally’ from Methodlsm .

" That .they have perverted and dis-
“torted it may go without saying. But .’

that there is a vital core ip the teach-

" ing ‘mone can deny. Our preachers .
. can.'do no better ‘than.to make an.
entlrely new and careful study of thra‘

as_-Dr. Mc-
“is like the waters of -
:an artesian well,"which if capped at.
“'one point willybreak forth in a living -
~-stream -at another. The doétrine. of

. holiness so dearly esteemed by John

By George E Falllng

A

“

might so do again.’

“made Methqdlsm, ‘distinctive might

so do again.’ The thing which Dr. -

_\whole questlon, for the thmgs that-"'.' _
once - made Methodtsm dwtmctlue--‘

“Here are. wordq for Methodlstsi"
" to ponder well: “Thé things that once”

‘Smith is talking about is referred to -

inthe precedmg paragraph of his edi-
"_-torml in these words: ‘So dearly did.

Mr.: Wesley esteem the doctrine .of -
: holmess that he once said, “'If we cdn

“prove that any of our local preachers

or leaders, either. directly or indi-: .~

__rectly, speak -against. it, let h1m bea - .7
local . preacher or - leader no longer.

-1 dpubt whether he shall continue in”

the soclety. Becaniise he that could - .
“spedk thus in our co_ngregatlons can- -
".not be an honest'man. ,

4“We believe that the thing Wthh :

- made Methodism distinctive: in the =~
early period: of her ‘history can again
“make her distinctive today, What
“would happen, if present day Metho--
dists should place the same emphnSm_ :
upon holinéss - as did John. Wesley
"and the early Methodists? We believe - ‘
that the same things would’ happen

))9

‘in our day, as happened in their day, -

only -on a much larger scaleé. There. -
f.d_oub_tlc_:ss would come a worldwide . -

o 1
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' revwal “which weuld mean, not onl},
‘the individual regeneratmn and samc:

tification of vast muititudes, but so*-
cial’ redemptwn in vast areas of life

over the whole-earth. Holiness is the "
" answer to-the need for a dynam:c
- conquering faith -which atl,e_mp_ts

great things for God."™

The  various’ denemmatmns, in- .
cluding eur own, -that include in the S

Articles of Relxgmn biblical: empha-

© 8e5 on- entlre sanctificafion,’ by cnsm
- and process, stand true to the Wes:
" leyan 'emphasis. More nnport'mtly'
- we believe that holy love is the very ..

essence of the' Triune God=-whose

_ attributes include eternity, - omni- -
- presence, omniscience, and omnipo-

- ' . tence—who creates and sustains all
__* things.. ‘Whatever Goq does in justi- .
fication, in regneration and growth,

He does with the. purpose of produc-

": ing @' holy man.. Eternal life is not .

snmply living foréver; it is 'living in

~ the llkeness and presence of Gedm_
: l‘orever

Everyone'understands that as. leng
as we aré mortal, there’ will be-i in=

" -firmities. that cling to us: These in-

firmities, John Wesley laught alsn

" required the atonement in the sense

that our thoughts and activities dre

* unconsciously mﬂuenced by “this
-present evil age.”
_ uprta the full measure of our faith and.

' But -volitionally, .

apprehenalon ‘of the fuli: beneﬁt of

" Pentecost; we may be holy now. We'
* dare not be content with less. ~Christ-
. likeness must become a passion- with
M8 'I‘hen we will be in “the holiness
~ stream’ - wheré' living waters flow; .
. multitudes - of - 'unbelievers- and be— -

Tlievers alike will, come. Lo, us to in- .

-quire ‘the secret of a commitinent

that makes us holy and happy, pa-.
tient and courageous,

. Are we—you and I—-redlly in “the .

hehness stream”? If not, let’s preach

-, it until ‘we believé it, then preach it ’
-~ because.we believe it. And let’s do’
- all thls in the lowly Spmt of Chnst

8 that make

When Evangehsm
Loses its. Appeal

" Dear Son:

‘You Know my mtercel in evungelmm.

‘and its relutionship to the:Body of Be- .
tievers. For years, your mether and 1.

have andwered thie appeals of our pas-

tors with time, money, and a spirit of .~
‘urgency. ‘We are sold on the fagt that jt
. is of thé nature of the Church to’ grow
—and that we are to be an mstrument :

m that growth. .
‘But frankly, l am wenry ef nll the

" much can be donc. bebind scenes on a
one-to-one ‘basis, - without . using - the
pulplt asa “aeundmg board."” ‘

‘We hear so many things about the
urgency, skill, methodology, and or-.. -
gonization of evangelism—and that is .
‘good. But it’is good only if from: the-” 7
- heart of the pulpit comes the Word. 7" [
‘When my pastor shares- God's Word' L
with me, the first thing I'want to'dois > .
_to.tell another. Isn’ t that the heert of -

. revnn[,ellem" :

‘Son, just don’t say you are evungehs-' S
-'he or tell your people to be evangelis-
tte, hut quietly de it! See if the sharing
of the Word:- might- becomie both the A
foundation -and background of, New‘ RO

Testament evangelism.

My pastor preached frem 1 Cor 1: 16".
and 11:1 yesterday. I -was. so ‘moved -

a difference|

Ctalk from the pulplt I have & *“‘sneak- .
‘ inp.r suspicion’’ that if our pastor tatked ¢ .
less, and- nllowed the Spirit to grad- -
~ually-work through the organization, -

“we would obtain_better results. So -

by the challenge to follow Chnst that I

- ghared Hlm w:th nnether this mermng. .

Love,~

_The Preacher’s Megei_ine' -

_ December 1975 B
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' The hour We may havecohel'der‘ed to be. -

our worst could well turn out to have been qur

_ very finest

Thelr Darkest Hour Was Thetr Fmest

R

B

“Pressure Produces Power -

- In physics it is an axiom that pres-
~.sure.produces power. Progress in the
" natural and the spiritual alike is de-

pendent on the intérplay of counter-

. acting forces. The .dialectic philoso-
-+ phy of history is true, at least,at this_
" point: Intensive heat is requnred to:
. . separate- the dross from the gold. The
.. .application of this prinéiple holds in
-, the spiritua] also. The hotir when the
* mills’ were grinding the’ hardest was
-~..the hour when our experience .re-
" ceived its finest, edge The hour we -
*_may have considered to be our worst,
in. retrospect, cauld well turp out to.
~have beén our very finest..

" Since exemple is more effective

' than precept, let us examine a cquple

of case h;stenee from the New Testa--.

. ment u) prove our pomt

" The Apostle Peter L
Most of us can’ identify with” tlne

: dlBCl[)le The whole rhythm of his life

. and_his responses to its ebb and flow,"
“his actions and reactions: to 1ts h:g

.. moments and its low, present an all-

- ‘too familiar pattern to- us. ' We have

“sat where he sat.”-
If we were asked to name ‘the hlgh
moment in Peter’s life we would al-

. 7L most certemly point to' Pentecost. .
. Acting as the acknowledged ep}ikee-

C ‘l"eewr  First Wenleyan Church Buena Park,
: Cahf : )

“mian for the little band efSpmt fllled_

By Ralph e Pynchen'

'

Christians, he delivered a. .message "~

-that swept 3,000 souls into the king- :

dom :But was this his ﬁnest hour?
To be sure, the man who had..

qualled hefare- a- little maid in the

- court of Caiaphas swas now thunder-’
ing-out'a message of hopé with great .
boldness. He. was now -confronting
fearlessly the same men: who. had .
cried out for the eruclfixmn of Jesus,
He -had unhes:tatmglys donned the.”
 mantle of leadership when that lead-
ership was most. urgently needed.
'But it must be pointed out that Pe-

‘ter’s stand ‘here was but a résult.of .
“all that had preceded it. He was now " -
_riding on‘the crest of a wave of mo- Lo

mentum which had béen generated "

by the two greatest events that ever -

~shook or shaped the history of man. .
“The reference is to the Resurrection
~and Pentecost. Peter was now'coast-

'ing, 80 to speak, on the emotional
‘uplift of these events. This was not. '

“the battle; it was the vnetory qelebra-
tlon R .
‘It is. the wnter s belnef that' we:
must go back to the heartrendmg _
. tension ‘of the harrowing moments
_during the tnel of Jesus to really de-
termine Peter s finest hour. The rea!
man comes into view during and after

_the terrible hour of sifting which oc-. - -

“curred in the court of the high priest.

s Although Peter aought to drive the -
o o
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.~ thou shalt deny me thrice.’ _
. ,no'w in the furnace—a furnace heated.
" “seven times.” It was certamly his .
*-.'darkest hour—-but it was alqo cer-
L ._‘.‘tmnly his finest.

Al

- chill from hiS body as he warmed by
. the fire, nothing could dispel the fear
. which held his heart in its icy clutch:
. “Three times he had been challenged.
. to identify- himself with the Man on -
“trial. Three times in the presence of "
" witnesses,” he had denied- any rela- .

tionship with Jesus, or the others

" who followed Him. Upon his third

denial, the ‘Lord turned and looked

- at him; It'struck him with all the'im-
. pact of & heavy Roman spear. For at
~© that" precise moment the ‘rooster
" - crowed a second time, and it-brought -
_the mempry- of Jesus’ words flooding -

back: - “Before the cock crows twice

" The break cuuld ‘have. been ﬁnal

. Locked:ih' with despair,. he could
- have gone the way of Judas. But Pe-’
" .ter was made of essentially -better
“atuff. He could have gone to the bot-

tom and stayed there, but i instead, he

- rose to the top and there remained.
. His spiritual recovery has served as o
. ~"source - of mspxratlon for many a
J ,'_beaten saint..

It 1s not.eworthy that when the

T '"Lord tested Peter in regard to his love

_ afte:_-‘the_Resurrectmn He put the

question three times: ‘*Simon, son of
Jonas," lovest’ thou me more than

- these?’ ‘As many times as he had’

"‘over, the Scriptures tell-us he was -
“‘congenting” to the death of the first - -
“martyr of the Church. The-sight of
‘-, Saul, the vindictive persecutor, as he -
. stood.'scowling’on-the radiant:

.. denied, he was made to affirm. He
. then recelved his commission “back, '
B eed my lambs

.-feed my sheep'

Saul of Tarsus
‘Now let us look at another apostle

‘Saul of ‘Tarsus, as he was. known
‘before his ‘conversion, was'a specta-

tor at the stoning of Stephen. More-

S42

" He was -

btephen was Tiot a’ pleﬂsant one. An
onlooker would have said there was

no hope for this proud young Phan-._r e
see. Most certainly it was a dark hour:- ‘

for Saul,

finest. For the first time, it was given

_to Saul to see the tnumphant passage
.of a Christian, He knew in hisown - .
heart thit he could not die this well.. - . . .

Arn:.incipient rebellion  of which - he. .
- himself was scarcely aware began to .
_brew. This- conflict below .the level
‘of his.conscious ‘mind drove him to -
“still more violent acts of ‘madness.. -
‘But it was ‘'no use. Nethmg could.

calm the storm that raged within.

From-this moment on, all of Saul’'s - * -

fiver .instincts began to. clamor for

_recognition. One cannot’ read the ~. =
- _Epistles which he later penned with. -
- out getting the impression-that, their
. author was a gréathearted and com-
- pasgionate man.-His zeal to destroy - .
these Christians whom he regarded =~
as’ heretlcs had' completely. warped. .-
‘hig nature. It had made him falseto . -7 " -
:the:man he. really was. Sin- does that :.
toall of us. ‘We believe his awakening _
began as Stephen died under the hail ©
- " of stones. His experience on the Da- .
- 'mascus road was anti-climactic. The
-pricks of. @ festering conscience only -

prepared ‘him for his meeting with

thé Lord. And so we read: “And Saul -
~was consenting to his death.” A dark -

‘hour? Yes, but certmnly it seems that

it was also hIS finest

. A personnl testlmony ,
Wlth an apology for what seems

-an_intrusion, the writer ‘would like’
- “totestify. He too once passed through
a very dark hour. At the time there
- seémed to be only the | agony. of hope: -
lessness and despair. But ag it turned - . -
out, this hour proved to be his fi nest. _

Caught - in. ‘the steely grlp of 'd. ..
strong temptation which could have .

meant a permanent shipwreck, he

- was enabled to fight his way out of S

The Preachers Magazlnﬁ S

" the burden nll but intolerable.” The -
_enticement, | "tht doubts, the ques-
e '_tlomngs turned the mmd u\to a rag-
. ““ing battleground. -

But it could’well hnve been hlB"-._'.‘- S

'reallty of ‘the demon world should

| wnter heard it that mght ng,mg_.

' ‘y;q-a- "y a'b.dpn; " 'h"" .t, ‘EJV-" 2
t‘«hm«-n’ -5'-(/
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* the . boiling tides of confusion and
- turmoil back- to 'solid ground. Using
“the mednum of a false cult, Satan

" ~'madé a high bid for his soul. The .

mental gtress was SO SEVC[C It made

- ‘Those who are skeptlcal ahout the

pass through such ‘an’ éxperience.
The thing grew, and then one night

. -the climax came. A decision had to -

. .bé made.. It was made; made for God

- and sanity and truth, But. Satan does"
" not give up easily: Thé. powers of
darkness descended in fury Fear was’
.. added tor torment '

‘Hell has a' music of its own 'I‘he

-&".\-m s on

l."
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i
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Lost Chnstmas T

in his mind ‘t..hroug‘h' the lreng'ho'urs

- was the peculiar chanting sound of -
“the cult as they.sang their prayers to -
the weird: strains. that accompanied

them. It was the song of demons re-

Iyctant to loose their weakening grip.

Even the longest night. must end.

" Just as dawn filled the room with.its:
* welcome light; the Lord came. with

this comforting promise: "‘chpmg

“-may endure for a .night, but joy . ¢
. cometh in the morning.”,
praisé be to.God, it did come! It did .-
come! The temptation lost its hold.-- . -
_and the darkness rolled back. Hell's = .
‘music grew .faint and faded away. -~ -
Peace came,- and the timult died. - -
" The darkest hour had passed, and-

- having passed Teft only victory in its
“wake, It was: unquestmnably our
f_ﬁnest . :
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Why wait tl!l Chnslmashme again is here?
... "Why spend those precious hours in hectic ways .
.. Doing lhe things that you could do afl year
"~ And let the noise of whitl of festival days "
~. Drown out the angels’ song? Why not take time
To lift the eyes to candles in the sky; -
' To walk some 51lent night, while carols chime; .-~
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R 7Y And hear the hush of wings brush softly by? " i,
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RN 3 R Take time to; medltate, to catch, lhe spell e DN 3 <1
ok g OF childish trust, that gimple faith you knew_-_: ' hvod
S %’i S When love was. everywhere and all was well ... . R
: f”,fi : " The gift-you lost may now corhe back to you.’ - N
o %ﬁx@; - Seek not for Christmas in the busy mart.. AT

=41

© But crad!ed somewhcre in a trusting | heart.

-Rachel Van Creme.
Source unknown SR
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" We may excusé ourselves for the lack of &
- personal mission by pleadlng we don't know

what to say. But a doomed man in a burning
bullding knows what to shout to qthers in

“ the building

A Missionary or a Mission Field?

YOR AS THE HUMAN BODY apart from

‘the spirit is lifeless, so faith

apart from works of obedience is also

- dead”” (Jamea 2:96, . Amp N.T%).:
~.- “For Demas has deserted me for lové .

" of his present world, and has gone to’
_'I‘hessnlomca"‘(2 Tlm A 10 Amp
N T _— ‘

Every Chrlstmn is elther @ mis-

.. sionary, or a mission field.. Many
. would like to live in the. half-zone
. " exposure, of a little spmtual passion
- and a little spmtual drag. But-
... Christians cannot in the ‘light -of
- “their Lord’s two final'commands té.
- *go,” and to “tarry" " As faith is dead "
‘without works s0 a-missioriless Chrlsn
tian hay’ become a mission field.

.The Church was born in ‘the f"u'e of

- fevangellam and it cannot stand the’
’ :smokc of passmnless m:sss:onless res

b The Amphfrcd Ney:. ’Icstnmth mpynght 1958

it “by the Lockman Feundation, L nHuhm.(.nht’ T

by

s Suparlnlondenl
" Canada Cantral Dlslrlct

SRV

" Nell E. Higmower

~ligion. Jesus said: “Unless a grain of
wheéat falls into the ground: and dies,

it remains by itself glone” (John 12:
24, Amp N.T.). Something of us

needs- alwayq to be dymg for lost
. souls, - -
We mny excuae ourselves \wth the .
“ thought that . a- minority religion, = =
such as today 8 Chnstmmty, doesn't - -,
' ,count. much in influence. But history
" {8 punctuated with great.causes that’ = .
“-succeeded . only: by the skin.of the = .
‘teeth. One example 'is that of Pat-
“rick Henrys resolut:on in the Vir-
ginia House, ~defying the hated -
Stamp Act. It passed by the margm" ’
of one single vote. And how couldwe - . -
forget that New Testament-Chris- - "
- tianity. was but-a “drop” in the Ro ) '
* man Empire’s ‘bucket”! - ' o
. The choice before believers today is -
.‘the same-as before Lhe Early Church ;
——demonstratlon or desertion. Chief = =
- “among the disciples who chose the
latter s Deirias. Something. hap- =
. -pened within Demas, and his actions
.externally reflected the crumbling of
- his inner defences. We can only guess. .
. at the details—but in that educated = -
guess, ‘we gain much spmtual in-
: structlon . ;

L
. Chureh of the Natarere 'I‘nEADscuNE DF EVANGELISTIC PAS ;

BION

Somewhere along the way in far-r .

S Tho Freachers Magazlne o

' of _evangelistic fervency.
E members ‘become a little disturbed -
. about an unusual stir at the altur

- Not alone is’ declme of passnon for_
-souls. the bane of preachers, but it is -
a deadly poison that harms. the splr- g
‘itual ‘heart of the body of Christ in

_general. And from decline.there is .
but a slippery. step to - desertion. -

~ranging travels ‘with the Church’s

" great missionary-apostle, Demas. al- .
. lowed the sentinel fires of evangehsm o
--to'die down,

This reflects. itself in- the loss of

B evungellstlc imperatives. The haunt- -
‘ing drive, created by the awareness”

.- of souls without Christ bemg eter- -
g ‘nally lost, is blunted.

Next it is reflected in the cooling
‘Church

We. begm to.be enamored hy the pro--

Flml,l'}y. we' begin to note the
emptymg of evangellst:c prlonty _

. The church-begins to multiply its

. “ministries; providing for - everything’
: ‘.'from the crudle to the grave,, until _
S its priority in winning souls from. hell” -

i3 second-rated, Pnestly duties begin

BN 1 ‘override the prophetic. proclama-
- tion of the pulplt ‘We beginto find it

easier to “walk. around on’ the other:

'side” as did. the priest in the pamble .
. ofthe Good Samaritan. -

~Vance Havner defmes th|s in his
colorful way | think preachers are

" getting logt in a multitude of smaller

duties. The preacher has a- pecuhar‘

) .pluce in the economy of God. He-is -
" in danger_of. béecoming so’ “involved' -

-with secondary affairs that he loses

" his prophetic. gift. The devil doésn't
. .. care how great a success a preacher
- ' is in any other field, if he can _;ust klll )

- the prophetm hnm ' o

1. 'I‘m: DEBERTION or EVANGELISTIC“

“MissioN.

Somehow for Demas, it became eqs-

“ier to go to Thessalonica than to stay
at’ Rome and face the ridlcule and

i Decembor 1915 '_ o

.

pe‘rsecutmn that assor:mtton w1th St
Paul was bringing.: -
Perhaps Demas began to l‘eel that '
Paul wasn’t-as .intellectually stimu-
lating as the Gnostic heretics he was

fighting. These. philosophic eclectics - -+
“were 80 sure of thémselves, and they

certainly had plenty of ** racy’ 'specu-.

“-lation to attract interest. They spe-
‘cialized 'in -the dualism - between . -
- matter and spmt ‘and it was 8o-gsim-"

ple to believe that all. matter wasevil - .

- and all spirit’ good. This ‘ought o
_._teach us something in our day. When "
... gressive and educativc factorq of the' :

.'gospel T

we. . be,gm to preach petty notions,’

~and: to majof on” minors, we. huve"\"
_scuttled our mission.

‘Going to some favared “The‘iqﬂlo-
nica,” however attractive it- may be'
evangellstlcally, "when that ~isn’t .

God’s will for us, is desertion and de- -
fleétion from our mission. St. Paul -~

must have felt some frustration on
his second missionary journey, when
he was forbidden by the Holy Spirit

~on’ two, d:fferent occasions ta preach S
the Gospel i places that ‘were evi-’
~.dently upon his planned Itinerary, for™ -

evangelism.” Surely .there- were no -
more needy places than the province

of Asia‘and Bithynia, but: apparently _-

God’ wanted Paul and hns party i

“Troas:

‘When .;ve puc self-mterest‘; f.md
worldly ¢are. above invasion ‘of ‘the
world with a rugged Gospel, we have -

deserted Chrlst Sepuratlon from the .

spirit .of the world 1s reqmred for N

A evaﬁgehsm :

' CONCLUS]ON

Christians ‘without ‘a consummg,

E‘evangehgtlc mlssmn ‘are’ sentmels'

“asleep at thelr post.’

~Alas for poor Demas, who has bcen' ,
the text of a thousand sermors. We-

“cannot ‘know whether he-awakened: -

or not: But we cnn proﬁt from his

“example. .
-We must mmntam our pnonty of. o

'love centered m Jesus, not thm preS-- :
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ent world We must not’ allow our
evangellstxc passwn and sense of mis- -
- sion to cool or decline. We must do

. what Paul counseled young szothy

-

“Stir up Lhe gift of God. that 18°in

“thee.”. .-
©This is the metaphor of" l.he senti-
‘nel.on duty in the night hours, paus- -

ing permdlcally to rake the coals of .

" his sentry fire; and throwmg On a few

sticks of wood.

Or.it is the mééaphor of the shep— ,
"herd watching his sheep through the

mght‘ and in the chilling night hours -
stirring afresh the fire and rekmdhn;,

. * the blaze with fresh fuel.

Whichever the. metaphur you
choose, the truth remains the same.

. Love feeds whatever fires it. What'
dnves you to perpetuate bpmtual

By ASA H. SPABKS
Paalor Church of the Mazareno.
Vnndaha Ohio

S

Stewardsh:p

I Perhups the answer for you'is to pre

. pare a budget for next year; listing' your
" anticipated expenses. From this, fi;,ure
" how much you will’ néed per qunday ona:

bage; then - e¢ach- ‘month add in ‘special L
: _neods such as revivals, 'l‘hanksgwmg of- -
fering, "ete. This gives a fairly accurnle o

l"gure ‘Publicize the results,
. 2. For.your next raise, ask the bom‘d

to helpiyou by giving & raise in the arens
-where it really counts. These are called”’
" the tax-free benefits, Those vou may.
.- have- overlooked include car alluwance,

furniture allowance, books, office supply -
allowance, and entertainment. The con:

o gregatmn may pay for your health and
- life msurance, aucml secunty taxea, nnd

18

ife? Love “of - thls preaent world, or

.love for Jesus Christ?

Love also is pn.rtlculﬂrly careful to B

keep itself. - rekmdled The master

passion of our. Lord was: “l mu&t, '

work the works of him who sent me.’

" That demonstrateq a ‘migsion that '

reaches bt,yond ‘this present world,

. How does your personal translation
~of the, mission of th(. Church’ mensure

X up"

‘We nmy excuse ourselves for the: .
luck of a personal ‘mission with the . -
.-familiar cry, “I.don’t know what to,

say.”" But a doomed man in-a burn-

- ing building knows’ what to shout to.

the other duomed men in the build-
ing.-,

AL missmnlezﬁ Chru,tmn hm be--
come a ml‘ismﬂ fleld :

"pemmn cumnhutmn Lw_-ry dollar pmd :
. in this way equals. $l 20 in cash sulary—m— S
.o OF more.. ! R

T4 Have you be;,un the.. hlewnrdshlp

. Honor Roll? List in' the 'bulletin' the.. .
‘" ndmes of -all* those who lmvn agreed to
Lllht for the wmmg year,

4. Your chinich has had bulldlng lundq
before, so; why don’t you call it the “prog-

. ress fund or the “developmcnt fund”? -
* For trocts, bulletin covers, and programs -
“‘on’ ather ﬁlewardthp materials, try the
Nazarcne Publmhmg Hous,c

- 5. Send a “Tike YourChoice Lcttcr
with three. possible paragraphs. One- of

stewardship, nnd one for. no giving. This
should be. sent Wlt.h your quarterly ;,lvmg
rece1pt :

. 6. Wedo nnl mukc a blg push in most .
churches Tor an offering. at Christmas-
“time, If you are not follnwmg a apecml
_"Christmas’ offering program for your.
“denomination, you may like to make a -

_gift liat for the church—small items that

“people, could buy for theu' church at g

Chrmtm as.

-

i Camprled by rhe General Stewardshrp Cammrss:on

thanks for good stewardship, one for fair - -

. Tlu} Prea'chla.r's. Magaziné- :

. & General Sypéﬁnlenden_t Lewis - - ‘

L f% Y CALL to preach was very.real. There is no doubt in- .
my mind but that it was from Gaod. It was a great compulsmn '
*which slayed with-me, overshadowing my life. 1t had a'great-
| bearln;3 on my ‘dems:ons ft pursued ‘and possessed me. It .
'+ “wag pleasant, though dommeermf, It was warm and hada -
- g,lcw aboyt it. | fel good in conlemplaunb doing it.’l had
- “the assurance .that God was “in it” with. me. | knew He - g
", “would. be my Ally in whatsoever [ must do- lo answer lhm .

- ¢dll. Tagether we would win. '

i had a sense of awe in the fact that He ‘had chosen mL

I’ sensed it was_big, lifclong, and important; These |mpres-

. “sians, convncnons, and certainties. were all wrapped‘up.in. |
- my- call 10 preachs | realize now that-they furnished.the - #-
""'_dynamlc that drove-me to securéan education and spend SR
~years in preparauon for my task: Furthermore, they.did not

* - lessen.in intensity. They were and are part of “the call.” It
" _rmust ever be so for us all.

_In the church we believein a dwmely called mlmstry
Qur men.are "marked men.” You are the “set apart’ anes.

. You have an awesome assignieént. The Manual says, “The .
+ perpetuity and the efficiéncy of the Chirch of the Nazarene -
. . depend largely upon the spiritual qualnflcatlons the charac-
" ter, and the manner of life of its ministers” (page 219, para--
graph ,4017).-Here is the admission that the church rests its” -
present_and future in the hands of you God calted men. ..
- What a tremendous burden is placed upon- us by God and
‘thechurch.. - i
Let-us look toour call Letus allow it to rush !hrough us
 “again.in memory and in reallly Its fresh strength will do . ‘
us good The call-—-the g,rt,at call that chan;,ed and trans-‘.’_-

_FOR .-
'PASTORS. .
- and LOCAL

" CHURCH
'LEADERS

EAFH.C WDLF Executive D!ractor ’
DON WILDE Ofﬂcc Editor '_ Y

4 SN TS
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formed our Iwes—ls wuh us today It suII changes and trans- .=

* forms us. It motivated us greatly when it was new, and its™

- poweris still: ready to propef us-into great, inspired, fervent’
*_ministry. Don’t allow ité beauty to fade..Don’t let its voice -

" grow weak and its light becomedim. It is the whole reason.

-we are here in our pulpits and out among our people. -

“The call to preach, brethren—the call God' gave to men

in-the Bible—came to us, and we joihed them in obeying’

: 'wﬂlmg to preach the’ whole truth without fear- or favor, for .
it is to God we answer in the last day. We ‘are His'servants. -

. eternity calling. We point the way. We'set proger value” -
.guides for people We condemn sin. "We proclaim righ-
teousness. We are forever answering. the call to. preach. it
. is God’s vaice we listen for in’ commendation. We receive
. out recompense from Hlm He walks wnh us and gwcs us,,
_strength, counsel, and peace. ' gt
Yes, the-call isstrong and clear even loday Al through N
L these years it has remained constant and mighty. It is dwme' .
. and wnll Iast as Iong as our Iwes and it is WG" thal thus |s SO/ 8

y "'Mnmﬁ; y N:ght
ds
de#\f N;ghi”

"CHRISTIAN-
FAMILY LIFE

"(A denommanon vwde pfan for !amr!y togethemess and ennchmenr atlfl

“-home one, night a week). - N . ,
How may paslors lmplement thls emphasm in the focal: church?

1 See suggestions and Fian for this spiritual emphasis i your Pas!or QVH;-mdbaok ;

* and the four quarterly issues of the Family Guide.
2‘ Present the plan to and get-consent of church board.:
.~ & flect CFL committee of at least six persons ;
. & Elect CFL_ committee chairman, -
" @ Elect CFL publicity chairman, . : S :
. .Conduct a church. family survey, Printed survey cards avaﬂable

Airst Sunday of January {or a dinner miceting to fn your calendar}
5.__-Encourn[,e church- wnde partucnpallon .

'fohn B. Nrelson
Lol Do U . General Diréctor
- For further information write: .| *Christian Family Life
- R I Co 0 | 6401 The Paseo

‘God! It is our. obedience to that call that keeps us abl¢ and . '

We are the shepherds of His flock: We are the voice of - H™-

" Plan early for the Starting Point Commitment Service for Family Altar Sunday,, S h

" | KansasCity, Mo. 62131 "=\
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NAZARENE WORLD MISSIONARY.SOCIETY = . B : o - i I
S L AU S 2 . PASTORS' et
. y | “PRAYER I\/IEEHNG R
| PUBLICATION = . .. -
PRESENTAﬂON R
;f”.?*ﬁéz’fﬁéﬁme ABHTHE i
i ‘ Current Seiect:on
RN .....‘ ...; e THE GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT
SR : T e ST WL T Purkiser.. - _ :
MEM.O.R'AI‘ ROLL STATISTICS BT T U S ',Present it ln the prayer meetlng hour for' '
R Thru 1974 - -Mrs. Reeford Chaney - s
LT General Council M,omhlor_"l your laymen 1o purchase

o A o o : T . a3 A
'--41,185'Certlflcates_ S T S 81, 50 5or more (40& dlscount ) SOCeach
' $1 030 000 ' B S . T e : P.'us acpnrbook !arposrago _ ‘
TR . ' - ) "'"_'For adquna! mformation consult special -
~flyer in-the NOVEMBER Mmasters Book’ _'
'Club Mailing: ' ‘ . , :

Pofsonafpurcnuse onry R

88 ® . & 88 8 0 % & 8 & . 0 i

; o L e T N
~ .. S l\

o PASTOR YOU haVe eVe"Y “Bht tO rejo:cé’ "Hltherto hath, R R NAZARENE PUBLISHING Houseoposr Oftice Box.527, Kansas c:ry Mrs?oun 64141,

*" ‘the .Lord. helped  us’” -in .our ‘missions endeavors.: You have ' .~ .

'vplayed a vital role in ‘making our glorlous hlstory over-thé past-

.. six. decades. Glance at the progress in giving through "the .~
' MEMORIAL ROLL ftsted below, and | know your heart like:

“~mine will sing praises unto the Lord.: ‘We cannot retreat! But -

. “may we remember the wofds of Mrs. Gordon Olsen when she R

. sald ”The task ahead is never as great as’ the Power behmd us.’

oy Have you norfced the many mterest:ng items your Pubhshmg House
oy carries in the' 1 976 Master Buymg Gwo‘e t‘har are, apprapnare as year- @

o .

s -round GfFTS°

YEAR ',_ CERTlFICATES _' AMOUNT U T S e
1937 - o . 35 R _ 375 v TR - e 1976 Master Buymg Guide"‘

_RECENTLY SENT TG PASTORS o
AND OHDEHING SECHETARIES

u”c deﬂtghtéuﬂ way -

: -.;'% Ry toa o op ttus

S 1947 L - 2040 .. 5,100 -
D957 T A0 .:m,vm,ozs_;_.-g,_._
3967 . s 2,145, 54198

Coag7a *; 4343 113 956;-‘--

C The tota! ‘amount raised for medlcal and retlrement needs~ R
in 1974 was $247,095.26. Of that amount $’113 966. 78 came D

-'through MEMORIAL ROLL giving. E
~ - .We now stand-on the threshold of our seventh decade B
o May our work for missions continue to. evoke PRAISE and SR
) THANKS for what GOD-is: domg through us. -
- ‘REJOICE, PASTOR, and PRAISE. THE. LORD this glorlous‘— :
\season for these wonderful accompllshmems ‘ C ol ,,,,,s,,n;, <opios sent FREE upon fequost, -+ ‘ ‘ R
.160.. sen ol e _*-_: D st R o . NAZARENE PUBLISHlNG HOUSE ° Posr omco Box 52? Kansas Cu'y Mfss:mr.rﬁ‘-frdr o

. —_-—-“-1...-'--—/-*-.

E -PASTO#:_Suggest that_ you’r -Iay; peo'pl'e" ord'er from l'heir"l'*"u'.bl.is'r_\ing Hodse ,'to,o‘_
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APPROVED SPECIAL.S
10% lemg

The lollowmg Approved Special I:st appearcd in lhe O!har Sheop March 1941

4 N

e e 6w 8w w 'o_c P s‘_ o a0 .'_u s s ¢ o --a_o"o‘ « 8

AFRICA:. S R

", Mbdel tor Hospital ........ e S
- Four Oxen, Eastern Transvaal .. L e L Ce Th s
" Girlg' School in- Eastern Transvaal

' ARGENTINA

TPrinting Press .. o et AR S PS e 2000 R
Support Ior Needy Bible Students Scholarshtps $90 T it ETREERE :.450;‘ AR

N .VBHITISH WEST INDIES

Chapel on Barbados sl Tho S S e . . 200 :

GUATEMALA :

’\

: CH!NA:

“One Cdsh, Register-for Hospital
'Five Bible School, Schola_rshtps o B LT T
20 Chape!s ‘$18eachl. L e el e, L 300

INDIA :

. SOUTHWEST MEXICAN otsrnncr

Chapél; San AMORIO .. ... ... D R s 1
~-Chapel, Juarez ... R S LI S -
- Ghapels, Lower Caltlornta e !
i Support for Mrsston in Monterrey P

380,

PERU; . - L e e e e e
Chapel at Chota S el D e 500

B _MEXICO ' N S
: Four Btble Schooi Trmning Scho!arshrps $90 each .. .' ..... e :_. Seev... - 360

In 1974 Nezarenes contrlbuted $906 655 51 tor World Mrssions Approved Spemals One

“hundred percent of thiese funds were sent 1o the fields for their rntended ‘use. For a. llst of
o Approved Special projects far 1976, write or- call: . .

T JAMES HUDSON
. ‘6401 The Paseo’’
" Kansas City, Mo. 64131
(816) 333- 7000

' Coban Church' éundmg A R ._.‘.fo 010007 L

Two Motorcycles /... ...\, s B S L350

- Translation of Manuaf e T s,

- Chapel, San Antonio ... ....5... e R .. 1507

a0

¥

” - CHECK or MONEY ORDER Enciosed

'COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION -

RA-5002
$5 00
CSIX radto spots for =
““use in a 30- second
- slot are now avail-. *
- ableononereel, .~
=Each has time for a
local church |dent|- :
+fication or
: announcement tag

| .. -Write for further \ -'.
“information, or
o _order now

ORDER COUPON

Yes, we would‘hke to take advam‘age of this new Radlo Spots reel

R-5002 Only $5 00

SEND TO
) Street '
| City A L S
' State/Provmce B ' i" - Zip

.CHARGE (30-day) TO: (3 Church
Church location (cuty)
Church name

(other) Account
(state/ provmce) '

IR MAH.TO
NAZARENE (’UBI_ISHING HOUSE * 0, Box 527, Kansas Ct(y, Mlssouriiﬂﬂ
NF 12- 75 : Co



" DEPARTMENT OF PENSIONS. -

A TR

S ST e . Pl.'(h.lp'-j;(l_ul c_hgirch rriigﬁl i':rm‘emh'(-'rl
Teoom 0 : © 7 A RETIRED MINISTER or his WIDOW this® -
S e s T Chilsumas, Slipedlitle something .
* o their stocking.- -3 L ; ;
C ' T Dean Wossels LT

" As our-thotughts turn to another Christmasseason, itis. o - o
Bl - our ',Iw();ﬁ)e,,ll’latie‘\‘/ery-’iq‘cal"(thi‘(:thiIl remember the o e e
8l cvangelists who.served-them this year, Your gifts 1o . .\. e T T TR
8'  those who have answered the call of God to full-time ©~ 0 LT T e T S
§°  evangelism will be'ablessing to them and their-fam- ..~ R LS D
o .‘il'.i_es'_d‘L,Jring-‘thjs"period_Whehtheirin(‘.onf:_e__is relatively - o B AR LR
‘curtailed. Be sure to consult:your church board about =" - DT e T TR

" the Department’s CHRISTMAS LETTER. |~ ~* "« - 07 L SRR
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" _LIFE INCOME

Yo

: Send for

Wl“

7 helrs unnecessary taxes ahd probate costs. And it's'one way ‘
_you can continue to supportihe Christian work you're deuotmg W N
'yourself to now. Make sure your wishes will be carned out

ur WILL lT REALLY DO WHAT
YOU EXPECT lT TO" '

Only ll it’s carefully prepared and up to :
date. A well-planned\wﬂl can save your

thls helpful free booklet today

PLANNED
B GivinG a
PROGRAMS | -

_""Please send me wﬂhout charge -
or obllgatlon a copy- of -

-"Gwmg Through Your W:ll A o Lo
Div.-of | e _'.f‘ : L
Life dncome Gifts o M L Sal SRR, o N L
& BL'qUe'sls Co e s L ‘ D K
CAtn. : O Mdiess o T
T Rew” Hubcr!W C‘rew"'-_'_ﬂ" Do e e L
CCHURCH OF THE Gy - o o I
6401 The Paseo ©Stale el LS SR T
Kansas City; Mo/ S e LT _
’ ()!41"51. e Lo :'.‘llut,h_ [rate L et e BN Tel.

1976RELIGIOUS ARTCALENDARS

Y

‘ Gco‘ver‘l - _'

_s.._.A

S-crlplure ‘l'ell '_-'-

. Memo Modeme S (open)

~ Designed to fit the decor of today’s homes

¥ Beautiful, Full~coior ReI|g|ous Reproductions, _
- % Space for Noting Personal and Family Actwntles _ '
' *Insmrauonal Thoughts and Scnptures for Dally meg

I'hb 'unptun rou Tradmonal i, lhousands of homes across fhe _country.

. Coniemporgry in stylmg with space for daily memos. tnclpdes beautiful, full-
.-~ color religious reproducuons PLUS all the other outstandmg features lhal e
‘have made this so popular the last SG-years, 9% x 16" .-~ Lo
vA lastrng remembrance for} your nefghbors, ideal for teachers of adult classes” o
. to give thelr members, e ‘
S U-276 - -

" S 1976 Meno Mntl(-ml The economy edition in a-délightful miniature size,
"+ Twelve pastel panels provide a distinctive setting for the full-calor religious

T U176

i art. The calendar itselfis designed for noting daily events. Includes daily scrip= - - -

ture verses and biblical referencés to pictures. Spiral-bound. 8 x.11%".

CLA meaningful fnendsh:p gn't offermg sp:rrtual ennchmem 366 days of the year.

‘ ‘ = 70¢; 3 for $1.80; 12 for $6. 60
176 Point, Munl. Features 12(p1us cover) onglnal ‘paintings of Biblescenes.On. .
- opposne pages monthly calendars are designed with .inspirational lhoughts, R

' scripture references, and ample write-in space for appointments. Back cover.

U-326 ;_ o

is for listing special events and phone numbers. Spiral binding allows pages to -

fie. flat or be turned under Punched sh0uld hanging be prelerred 93/3 X 16”

* (open).

tdeal for the homemaker, busmess person, and anyone else warh a busy
schedule. - S S

Order in Quanm}' and SA VE

.one for your own home and several for giving to fnends

ACT NOW’

 Post Ofﬁce Box 527 Kansas Cr!y, Mrssouri 64141

90:,3for$240 12for$840.v Lo

1. 00; 3 for 52 70 12f‘0r $9 60. -

' NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE .+

-

e

RN



HOME MISSIONS

]

STUDY

February-——March 1976

[
r L

See Reglstrat:on and Order Blank on page

CHRISTIAN SERVICE TRAINING

6401 The Paseo

Kansas Clty, Mo 64131'

. E

DENOMINATION—WIDE

_ Unit 115.3a, Studiés in Holiness

i

.N:,

CHRISTIAN SERVICE TRAINING =~

16M
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CCLERGY S FEDERAL
tHoomt TAX GUIDE -

" Roviséd by £ H.-Heath for 1975

Aeturns

" Inctudes. tax laws through Qgisber, .
1975, Examples and nontechnical ex-
" book lor busy paslars. Offers prace

planations are easy lo follow, helping

the pastor or gvangelist get his dult .
return’, 64 pages. 8> x 11", Paper -

. THE MINISTER'S MANUAL
- Doran's 1976 adition. -, -

Edited by Charles L. Wallis
For over 50 years a valuable.tesource

Jicak, Aroynd-the.yoar matetial.. for
pulpil and pasioral ministries.” File

UL DS

TeOHTRIBUTION -
CHYCEIRT FONR

"Animpartant reference’ lor rdguiar |

confribuiors whan figuring - ther ine

come tax. Spaco s p}ovidod for filling -
in-money, {}I\(?l‘l lpgmfgh Ihe various -
.dopartmenls.. Be sure- your' frea-
. Surdr.knows aboutsthis form. . -

" NOTE: Avallptte Decémber 15, 1975

Hurx g

indoxes. 280 | - fard board- " . .
Saos ik, 200 pages; M b R0

- e58s. " Pas of 1706_1;:: 75e -

.. NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE ¢ Post Olfice Box 527.- Kansas Clly, Missour! 64141
— . . IE : :

.

- .-

Please sénd. items p‘s' indicated bolow: ) - ‘.Di_lle' ‘ o e e ’
L INCHIS LIKENESS -Kmght © 5 SR SIS0
" boador's Guide— 1 FREE with oider of 5 or-l".m;ie taxts “ 75 e
‘ . e oAl

TEHBTO e
CHECK ar MONEY ORDER Enclosed $..0 . |, - I
“CHARGE (30-day) TO: "[J Church [ 85 {1 NYPS . ...

P (slaleiprbvihéei

1976

. Chureh fgcation (€ity)..... .« oeee..

cChoreh name .. Lol n e L
BILL TOS o e st i

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE, Box 527, Kansas Clty, Missourl 84141

. -COURSE: Unit 115.3a, Studios in Halinoss"

" TEXT: IN'HIS LIKENESS—Knight -~ =
Church nome ... - L
Addrass r -
District == s

_Enrnllmaht'ésltmnle' :
. Class \o bo held . [ NYPS hour. O Wednesday night - 01
'Sﬁpd Report Blank, Réglu.irnllon"M'mgrla| to: - R

IN_HIS LIKENESS"

Form

. Beginning date __.__WM Numbor sessions -
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.‘_Mushroom Paparwelght

_ . Delightfully different! Made from puro R
© . whita hydrocal composition, these -
* mushrooms come alive in multicolor,” .

.. pag base. 2" high. GHt-boxed:
‘Gl-31 ‘His Iovo anduraes forever.”

: !.ealhnr COasler Set.

- " uine loather. Six skilllully hand-togled -
- : roligious doslgns lrnatud o resist .

-3%" In dlamoter. -

G504, . . ssﬂs,'

’ _Tha Earth Will SIng

. . ernclus . . Trust’ ln the Lord
., Thae. Shcahard of My {itg .
© Cares 1or Me, Full orchonlml accompnnlmunl

handpainmd designs and.verso. Felt,

(G1-30 "Plaase he pationt, God lsn't’ -
 tinished with me yel.” -

" Each, sz .85

Somaihing unlquo and specfa! in gan- .

stalning. Stacked and shrink-wrappod .~
in_an attraciive cadnrwood holder. ™

Hymn. Plaques

3

Favorlte songs docoupngad wlth an authnntlc R

antique Iinlsh on hardwood block.. Omnmenml

‘brass ring at top sawlooth hangor on buck 5%
R %" thick. T
. M-1852 How Great Thnu Art. .. S? 50

- The Earlh will SIng—GAHY MOOHE

Just reloased! Femurnd salolst- for “the w-eklf
‘Showars of Blessing” brnadcaal presems
. He Hpa Suruly Botne Quf Sar-.

row ... All ot Me, Thew | Saw God ;. . The Day of

l.ovu Divine ., . Ho.

LTost . .s's'aa
To Assure Delwer y for
Christmas. -Giving. ~

Ogder;. AT ONCE from your

l NAZAHENE .PU:‘B;US_H|NG: .HOU_SE » l‘_’:o;l'plll'i%_:u; E’o;ng, Ku_:fg_ns iy, Mluuurl ‘541‘4\1"“ _I

GEspemaIIY‘ at y

. My JeAun 1tove -

fop |

y‘ar round
- giving but

"The New Internatlonal Verslon

Popular now - lranslunon ol the Now Teslamum_
* wrlitgn in language easily undors!ood and up-to- e
.- date, yel retalning qignlty belmlng God s Word S
© - 573 pages. Boxod.

o . _ TR.80501 Cloth board. 5% x 8%~ " - saigs
‘M-1667 HeTouchod Mo ; T 37. 50 L

TR 80504 Brown Lomher Pocket- snzo

avixewr. T$ta95

' i'rn 80508 Floxible blug vinyl board.

OEXTWT ea "_s'v.ss -

‘TH 80508 Floxible burgundy vlnyl board. -

‘ .'Our Dally Bread

. Approprlaloly deslgnad cemmlc In lho shapo of a -

~._mlnlnlur6 iopf of bread. 120 coloiful scrlplure-

toxt cards prlntld on both sides provlde oppor- oo
_lunily to pnrlako of the Brend of Life. -4 g x

24", Boxed, -

”TR-80502 Brown Loathar. 5% x 814" . §22.95° .

XTIt ... sT95

« Cnmam < i i T S

‘Giosst .. szos'-,","

AN HUTTE ANN POLSTON- -

WI” the Perfect Parent Stand Up

(The Mumster s Wne and Her Chlldr 'n)

T & ALL STANTED OUT to be ph"c per-

fect parent, Perfect parents -
“ought to produce perfect children, -
- We have all the answers until Junior.
. breaks the- séund barrier, and every -’

_month we get a llttle‘qultter a little

less verbal, and much -more- humble. "

Not only do we want {o raive Junior
for. the ‘Lord, bui we have the hasic

- yearning to “pr()duce afterour kind.” -
“The old adage, “Hmdsl[,ht is bet- .
is certainly true.
"It tokes a heap of growing not to buc--'
kle under the pressure of consciously -

“ter than foresight,”

“or unconsciously trying to 'make Ju-
nior the ‘model of perfection to the

‘qatlsfactlon and appmval of our‘

panshmnerq
‘How do we caure the Chlld rmsed

in a minister’s iome to feel like he's -
. in'a normal hotne" How does he face
"the usual P.K. image among his "
peers" How does he find God for him- -
. self? Does he become a carbon copy -
-of ‘his parents, ‘his. church’ examples, a
" or become a hero- worshnpper of some
" Christian ‘athlete? “In 'search for his -
-own identity, does he shuck it all and
ook “outside” ‘where lt seemns to be’

- happening? .
‘We wore James 1: 5 rather thread

. bare, “If any man lack wisdom, let.
“ him ask of. God.” The teen years- were
~especially stxmulutmg to_our. faith. -
" If Mom and Dad can- agree perfectly
on.the decisions made, it's.a big help..
We couldnt always manage to do‘

December, 19?5

Lhat l was a stronger dxscnplmnrmn
than my ‘husband. I was more nit-

. picky about ummportant things.. He
‘reserved his strong judgments’ for

moral issues.] learned through trial
and -error that his judgments -were
usually best. As the head of the home

‘he had a more direct line in his chain
.of commund—-whlch I learned.. (very
.qlowly) to respect. ‘God’s chain of -

command ig for a husband torTule his

,house love his wife, and for a- woman
_to submit to this leadership. When a
.w;fe gubmits to it, a husband must

take it.-In fact, he must take it-any- .

“way, As a Christian, she’ll come un- -~
“der,. or wreck her home, her hus- .
band’s.. qelf-lmage
* . nerves.

and her own ’

The most 1mport:mt, thmg nt any.

‘age is"to keep the communication

lines open Our daughter thought it
was in the Bible that you. had to tell
your mother everything, I never told
her ‘differently. By the time .she
found out.for herself .it wasn’t, she
had -already- formed. the hnblt Our
son had a great commumcatlon with”

‘his dad, and alihough- there: were,
~ gome things w:thheld I was always

grateful’ that he stretched his six-foot -
frame-across the end of our bed every -
night when’ he came in and gave us
accounts 'of -the’ evening (in-. part). -

. ‘Both- of the chiidren were savnd

i-when very ‘young, at- home. Jesus
‘Christ was very natural.at our'house -

+
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My husband kept lute hours (,ollmg

‘ l,'r.He usually gave. the whole . family
" accounts of mira¢les—for which the .
"+ children learned- to rejoice’ with us.
We didn't have heayy, long devo-.
tional times,. 1 kept a notebook of -

. favorite scriptures and - we' learned
“'one verse each morning at breakfast.
We memorized and applied it to
- s0mé’ situation they were having at
- school, Sometimes we. were onone

. verse for three or. four days: I asked .
. them how it worked for them:when -
.\they came home. They learned to de- :

- pend on scripture for every oceasion.

~ When they found a new situation

" they aeked me if [ had a scnpture for
lt )

tears, stretched every’ promlse and

prayed dgain’-and again that; the'.

“principle might be formed withir.”

Our son traces his domg real busmess e

‘_w1th God to his. senior year,

] wish I could say it was somethmg
I had doneé. When I observe their de-"
“ votion teday, I .am-very humbled,. _'?
- and both. my. husband dnd | walk
softly, giving praise to God, for to:
"Him and H}m alone do we. owe this -
'.refusmg to shine a light info a dark ..
room because it's too dark. To with- * .~
_hold approval is to short-circuit the "+
~ flow of love into a child's life and de- .
-prive him of the opportunity tabein-.- .. -
_ spired and restored to the fold of love . < -
“and acceptance.once more. Approval

debt, R

_ Many mlmsters qtruggle wlth the -
gullt of  leaving “their children so. -
" much, or are under a false sense of
'-obhgatlon to-never leave them. 1

“think we were the other extreme God

:Idealt with us when they were babies
—that we were to give them back to .

Hini-and live with'a sense of detach’

ment. This- evoked some Cl‘lthlSlTl,‘

"‘,but God proved. His faithfulness.

" What - He ‘asked of: us' may not be

what He asks of aﬁother RN

“Qur son’ was teaching. a class of

_young adults. recently when someone
asked, ‘“What was it like growing up

-~ in your ‘home?" He said; “It was a

- sacrifice all the way, and I'm part of
.- the" secrlﬁce—and I'm glad of it. I .
never knew lt was encrlﬁce untll I

18

, Being ‘mved youn{, dldnt make'
. them saints. We sp;]led plenty of .

_was older, If I h-ad‘sreer'i an Ilnage of.

self-pity instead ofJoy, it would lmve, -

turned me off, "

I believe it’s not the quannty uf S
‘time dpent with your childred, but -
- the'quality that counts: Do they feel ..
“rushed in’ your presence or do they
~ Jed] . they re the ‘most important per:
son- in the world at that moment?
‘Our visitatioh pust(‘_)r ‘wakes his

two hoys- early ‘and jogs with them,

“Then they go_out for. bréakfast to-- °
“gether, He'sees very little of them un.

til the ‘weekend, -but ‘the times to- *~
- gether are .very -specinl.
-asked his sixth-grade boy, among the -

A teacher

!

others in"the class, “What one thing -~

would hurt you more than _anything .
- else'in the world?” Most every child” - _
. i the room said, *‘For my parenis to .~

[E PR T

split up.” His son sald “For my dad R

to quit the ministry.”

This impressed’ the tea(_her §0
much-she called his fathef, Someone.
“is 'making a very ;,ood 1mprlnt of Jde- 7
'sus Chriat, - L
-. ‘One of the common sins of pnrents- S
i8_to.withhold - approval when the - .°
child fails to.come through properly o
'Wlthholdmg approval from a child. . ., . -
because he isn’t satisfying you is like =~ - - " N :

TIIF WRITER’ of the followmg !etter isn

is like unlenshmg an atom.

~ In -a° ségsion one. day, ‘a mother..\_-'b‘-.i
‘-eomplmned that her boy was impos- .7

sible. After listening for sBomée-time,

the counselor finally said, “Does he_‘: .

do anythmg well?”

*““Then gtart - w:th boats " ahe wus

' admomshed

“‘Oh; yes, he can mnke boats g

Wlllmg to give it a try, she waded-_ - |

creutlon She watched l‘or o whlle and

The Prouchers Magezlne7 .

through' the disaster arca called his =~ =~
- robm to the- beginning of a new boat

L bjegan'to'.tell hi‘n.l'h_"e 'nl_usfjhe'a gen
~ jus. Day after day she waded to the

boat -tinkdrer . to- see the genius at’
work. One. day he hung up his-shirt..
- She. smd “'I'hankp., ‘Son,’ thate nice
of you.” - :
In a short while the boy was sntmg
_bheside her.in church., =~

Take” care that you.don't try tof

‘make your child :a carbon_copy of:

yourself. He may know God a lot bet- .
‘ter if he has your element of trust in -
"full power of love to hear” ‘upon.any - .
~life. There s 1o stronger weapon
: than love: Don’t mthhold approval

. his -decisions .even though they may.

- conflict with things which are consid-
.. ered “convictions” toyou. . " . .

Last year 1, 000 mxmsters dr:opped-: :

from the rolls ‘of orie denpmination.

One major cause was children gone . -

‘astray. Mothers’ nerves couldn’ t-cope:

with the stress of a wayward child..

start with “bonts "

No.human being has all the-answers, -
“but’ there’s - always some place to -
"_start You can find somethmg toap- .
Yrove of in your child to close that .
communication gap, Maybe you can' s

Approvnl ig the shot that brmgs the o '

Some of the Pastor s Mall
at Chnstmast:me——, S
- By Edwln Alexander‘ SR

young mother-of twosmail children.
- She began attendmg Fu-st ‘Churih when

" her ‘husband was’ sent to' Korea. Upon_ -,
in the praying os thoqe we. pray “for.

" her husband's return, he abruptly anked.
.. for a divorce: With her husband in Flor,
-ida, no resourees, two small’ chnldren to
_core for, she learned to look up..The

¢ church. helped She prayed for-a-house to - -
"tent. The miracle occurred. Shie: prayed:
~ for a job. The miracle vccurred. She helps™-
in Sunday school, und is a real booster of .-

.- bus evnngehsm
" DEAR PASTOR:

The Lord has led me mto the mdmnt :
company of His people. Praise the Lord.

The Lord has given me the fellowship
of others on ‘the selfsame Journey ta i'md
H:m

‘Puator hmt Wcsleynn Church 'Topelm. Kans

December, 1975

He llﬂs gtyen me a smmua] famlly He . mﬂy love the Lord

has gwen me smters in the denreet sense Ce
of the word. He has given-me brothers.

We: worshlp together, work together,
prny to;,ethor and are as richly rewarded

I can worship the Lord alone. T can’
“pray alone. I can know Him fully ‘and’

completely in total solitude: And this is

govd. For' most of our lives we are alone.
" Desdpite the’ presence of many people, we

.are alone, -

But to'pray and worslup the Lord with
. others who eamestly, honestly, seck Him T
is to add new dlmenmons of slrength and " .

joy: o
" Praise the Lord for His- glft of fellow--‘ :

ship and: friendship,- for the miracles of .-~

-work .and happiness’ and ‘healing that

""burst like stars and chunge the course of - -

lives ‘when" people. come together whol,

- CoNNIE -

P R I R

: 'I‘hank you, -



.. plastic bag.”

" “received him nof.”
: appomted by God the Father, the

a0l

The Baby Nobody Wanted

By William J Tumar‘

RS

THElR‘EV 1. was! Front 'pzige' news! |
‘__'Bnby Found in Dryer in Laun-
dromat”; and right on the heels of

. another similar article which Stated,

“Body of newborn baby found ‘in’
The one was found-in.
the laundromat of a small cotlege

o _towp in southeastern Pennsylvania,
- the otherin the great-city of brotherly

love—Phnladelphm

Every day there are similar artlcles ,
-of deserted - children, abortions, -of -
chlldren put'up for adoption before K
_ they are born, All of them say the .

same- thing:
wanted.” -

“The baby nobody

‘But this i is not new. Long ago there .
‘was ‘another Baby - nobody ‘wanted.

“He'éame unto hlS own and his own -
Hls mother was

news was announced by an- angel

. from heaven, but when He i was. bom,
. nobody wanted Him.

'I wag'in'the lobby of the local hos-

o 'plta] when the: ‘baby was found in the -
- laundromat, and’ there was a clumor
" for that little one, Nurses were saying- .
~ " that one of the staff doctors was going
- to claim him, a receptionist at the -

desk . said, . “Id -take him,”. and an
aged cleanmg lady - workmg in_ the

_lobby remarked, “Well, he’ll have a
- home. if I have to take him.” Many

' pmed that little child. T

.. But how sad: for the Baby born in _
: the lowly stall. There were no doctors-

" to receive hlm no Tnurses, no pretty

o "Evn*hlgu_lia@'; I‘?wvf[lb, I’u‘.‘ -

- blue nursery, no booues for Hl‘i llttle.

feet: He. came to- Hls own, but hxs
own recewed Him.not.

Mntthew records that Joseph, "bo o
m;, -a just-man, and-not willing to -~ .
~make _her a. publick: example, was.. - - -
- minded 't6 pui her away privily.” We
.-exclaim in horror, What a father. who . - |
‘would not accept hlS child! But there.- S

are many -fathers today who do not

want this Child either. Perhaps Jo- .

seph-did not understand, He. and
Mary were only: en;,ogul he did not
understand the miracle. workings of

‘God. We- cou]d find’ excuse for Jo- - .
seph, but what of ‘those . fathers to- o
day with no-time for Jeeus no day .

for. worship, no momeq;s of prayer, =

.and ho watching with the Master.

- Jegus still secks for those- fathers to-'

day who-will receive Him.-

Matthew records another who dld; =
“And bemg,

* warned 'in'a dream that they should
not return ta Herod, they departed.
into their own country another way" .
{2:12). He was unwanted by the gov: - .
ernment. We may condemn* Herod. -
for wanting to-destroy this Child of -

not want - this ‘Baby.

God, but what have we ‘done with

‘Him' today? One som,wnter put it'so -
f_well when_he said, “*He is more.than . .+~
- just a swenr word.”’ Jt seems so pecu-’ | : -
liar that on His birthday we have - . i ¢
- parties where’ liquor flows, where His ° '
- name is reviled, where He is not re- -~
membered at’ all ‘Our courts of jus- - -
- tice give freedom, liberty, and justice )
~for all, we say; but we cannot use our
Do ~.pub11c office. buildings to proclaim - .
L the gospel Schools cannot beé used . .

Tho F’roachar 5 Mngozino T
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. “ug.not into temptutron
o heudlong into our selfish ways.

R '-

Doéeljﬁoer. 1975

i for revival services.. We cannot offer = §

" His name above every name, How
“sad “that-the government doe-a not
want this Baby.

. ‘Still: ahother group rejected th:s"’

ﬁaby ~Matthew ‘writes, " “Herod,

- when he had privily-called the wise . £
- men, enqmred of thém diligently -
what time the star appeared” (2; (N

“Fhese wise men had asked, *Where i is

“he’ that is. born King of the J(.WS"” '

’I‘hey did not know. -

Wide men today do not know Je-
';n;ls. We build mlghty computers,‘
- send mién to the. moon, )
-« mighty. rockets and propel them: ™
' milés away, yet we know 8o httle of -
. Jesus, the Son of God. Even so-called -
~religious’ leaders often know little of -
" Him We pray His prayer, but. donot - “

know Him as Sav:our We  pray “lead
“and rush

The Baby ‘hobody - wants iy not

\,‘ I'ouml in o’ plaatlc bag, nor in o laun- - L
but. in Lhur(,hes, ntuuls : '

dromat
-géremonies. - v

- Heé came unto ‘His own. but Hm :
. own did not receiver Him!

+“sad for. Hnn" No, how sad for, them,
und fm' us, -

— PASTOR’ s
CHRISTMAS PRAYER _
. Lord, -we open our tr(,usures “and

\ our gifts.;Some of it is gold, and some"
s frankincense, and some is myrrh. -

For some hag come from plenty; somé -

- from joy; and some from deepest sor-

- “row of thesoul. But Thou; O God, -

" dost know the gift. of love our pledge.
- - of -peace, our promise of poodwill,

‘Accépt -the gift and all the life’ we

- bring. Help us te have home; chil-

dren, parents, hushand,- wife cen-

. tered around’ the -Christ of peace. -
o Help us not to stray from the mean-
"."_ing of this season, nor from Your will -
i for us throughout our life,
I '_ —Dam. KEFrm

Amen,

launch’ '

How. -

- : I-lrﬁt Lhnrch of the annrcnc, o
’ .- East L ivcrpoul Ohm

Llwng _
Chnstmas Tree

Y

Dzm Dn Mchw o

" 'Last year as we were se.archm[, l‘or our
" Christmas program, Rev. Oval Stone, our-

pnstor, showed me the Preacher’s Maga—‘ .

zine with the Christmas Tree Choir from .
© Thomas Road Baptist Church.*

-The men of our church started 1mmcd1- =
: otely to make one. The local newspaper

“heard ‘about it and sent -a photographer -
~and gave s front- page coveruge En‘
clcaed mnmcture. . : :

. With the tree we used a progmm wnt- v
ton by Flom Hunton and one of our local

women

'l;)eoerobEr issue, 1973

. L B s 21.

. Doris SANFonn .

O\" .
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The Sp:es Case

In Num 13:27-33 we have the account

01' the spigs after their visit to the land of .
giants. I share this outline from the ac:

count in The Living Bible:*

1. ATTESTING TO' "Gop's’ Possmmmm A
. ‘“We arrived in the.land you.sent us to

see, and it is indeed a magnificent coun-

try-—a land"‘ﬂowmg with milk and -
Heré is some fruit we have :

brought " as’ proof. .. .” But Caleh rens-

(LAY

quer it!
2das support Verses.

peopIL living there are powerful;

~sured the people. as they atood before
~ Moscs ‘Let 'us go up at once and pussess
“.it,"-he said, ‘for we are well able to con-
{vv. 27, 30). Sec &lso verseq 2.3 o

there!"” (v. 28). Also sce verses 31-13.

~Bome interesting phrases stand out in

) the New American Standard Bible: **We

saw .
“the penplc
Jus .o, all the . people wlmm we saw in'it
-are men. of great gize :

they ure -Loo- strong for

‘gragshoppers in our own mght T

u;elvcs and their power,

. we are not able to go up ngum'it ‘

. we bccame llke'

d.A ’I‘mrmouv Remnmnrmn Cnlebs*

into the land and give it to us.' It is very

~ fertile, a land “flowmg with milk and -.
.honey"' Oh, do-not reb(.l -oagainst the

; _teanmony (v.30) to be sure, hut .more:
‘It is ‘a_wonderful country ahead, and -
" the Lord loves us. He will bring us safely

T ‘I‘he meg Btbl‘e cupym,lat e 197! T}ndu&.

Hbuno Publishers, Wheatun, 111, Used by permisaion.
‘2. Fram the New American Standgrd Hible, copy-

"’ tight @'The Lockman f-‘mmdnnm: 1‘)\"}() l%’ mﬁ
SR RTINS .

S

_ By C.-NEIL'STRAIT

Postpr, Taylor Ayenur Church of the Mozarene, Racine, Wes -

R

.

_ mrd and do’ not: foar the, pwplc of the - -

Iand, For: they are but bread for us to eat!
. The Lord is with us'and he has rémoved . .
“his potection from.them?! Dori't be afraid

“of them!"™ (14:7-9, The Living Bible). .

y

And this story moves ahead on the pos-

sibilities of God—when they are (!\I[)ltJl'Od

' nnd expermn(_cd

The Word——for the Lord

"'Our Lord's use of and reliarice on, thc

" Scriptures is most gratifying. We cannot
migs the lesson: If the Sun of God needed BN
-the Word, how much more do we! - ‘

In the !emptntmn cxnencme we- see

. - ~haw Jes 8

o & Tews o Masrs Fasi - Lhe:' us used the Word. in the hour {)f
and .
their citics are fortified and very large;
“and what’s: more, we saw Andkim giants

severe test, -

1. The Wurd——strengthemng SR
written ‘in the Scriptures, “Other. Lhmm
in life are much . more lmpurtunt than .

“bread” ' (Luke 4:4, TLB). .
~2: The Word—-—speakmg In verse 4-it
was’ spenkmg to Jesus:about’ mission, a
cause, a_purpese.. Verse 8 speaks of ser: -
vice: and worship: “‘We must wnrshlp '
‘God, and him alope. bo it ss wntten in

the Scriptures’” (TLB).:

phmse “It,is written'in the Scnpturas,’_’

* conveys this, thought.” And verse 12 al- -
, ludes to it: *“**Da not. put-the Lord your

God Lo afoolish teat” '™ (TLB).
Psalm 23:1, “The Lord is my shepherd
I shall not want,” and Paul's choughts in
l Cor 10 13 would ndd hupport .

Inner S:mphc:ty

Hcrc 8 a “startmg point” from Charles .~
. Lindbergh: “It ‘was not the grandeur of
the Romans, but’ the-inner simplicity ‘of
“the’ Chnstmna thnt lwed through the -ﬁ-
ages.’ -

s le

.. 3. The Word—shepherding. T -
'~ How-revealing the results—and fajth— . pherding. he
. when .men calculate on the bu'-us of‘ them~

N

Tha Preh_chei"s, Mggﬁz!ne g

LI

R EANE SR S U . . ST AR S T RO et i Lo N el -

© And it was the inner strength and sim-

- plicity of the Early Christians thit per-
“wuaded  their fellowmen of .the - deep
‘reﬂhty inthe Chrm -cause. oo

-. ’s from Ian Mﬂclnren -the preat Scottish
pastor, He. said:

- _Docambéf. 1975 g

1
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A Fmal Word

Here s a closing word for this month:-

*Remember, pastors,

Lhere are. hurdem.d hcarls in every con- .

gregation.”
And R. Earl Alleq hns added this po-
tent- thought to Maclaren’s ~‘words:

““Many hearts share their burdens, but.
. often hedvier griefs are hidden. There
‘are_secret ‘troubles, and tears are shed
where no eye but God's sees them fall” . .
- (R: Earl Allen, Dmme‘D:mdends 'I‘homaq e
‘ Nelson. lnc 1974, . Tn

o ma swv

Lookmg at 0ur Lord m Luke

Dccembcr T .'
e THE DEEP DEVOT#ON OF WOMEN

(23:55-56)

'. Scmf*rmw' Luke 23.27- 29 49 H5- 58- 24:

10 e

,“INTlmuucuuN' ()m ul ‘the eﬁrhcst plC-
.. tures in Luke's Gospel is ‘of a.young -
. woman-who was willing to nccept the..

His 'material needs. We.read of Mary

o 'Mﬂ;,dnlene “and_ Jonnna “the wifé of -
- Chuza Herod’s stewm’d and Susanna,

"' and many others, which ‘ministered unto :
" him of ‘their substunce" (8:2:3). -1t ap-

“pears that these women were the last-at: -

. the Cross nnd the fu'st at the Lﬂrden Lmnb

on Sundﬂy murnmg o AP

- ' : e : . “Lumented" sug,gESts that Lhey - were’

" “wailing ‘aloud as they followed, to the’

" grogs. - A -woman's deep lovn can emke
_‘strong emutmns R . :

" By Ralph Earle =~
Professar of New “Tastamani

" Nazareno Thao[nglr.ui Sumlnnry
Kansns City, Mo ’ i

. orlganal

I‘he dcep dcvotlon of wnmen to (‘Imsl
has -always been a striking feature of

_church. life. .In thousands. -of instances
. they have outshone the men in their dedi- .
* cation- and their. sacrificial service. Thlb
" hag-heen- especially - ‘true on the mission
« fields, where women have often far out-
-'numhercd the men. But it has also been .

true in many local churchcs. 'I hnnk God

. 3 '
shame- and reproach of heing the virgin .j,'r"r the women!

L “mother of.-the Messiah. Throughout. the
.. ".Gospel, women play a significant role in:
" Jesus’ public ministry, watching oit for

-1, Fm.mwmc HIM 'ro CAquw {23: 27 28)

in the King James Version-of vers¢ 27°
the “which” might seem to refer back to

““‘the great-company. nf people.” But in, \'

the Gresk the “which” is feminine, indi-
cating. unmlstuknhiy that it refers only .

- to the women. They were the ones who
- “bewailéd and lamented him."

“These twa verbs are strong terms m the

beating the breast” in.agonizing sorrow.

:II W.\'rcum(; FROM' A DISTANCE {v. 49)

The women didn’t dare to mingle with

- the men at the foot of Lhe cross. That.

would not be allowed in the culture of the .
day. They had to stand at a distance, But

.. they stayed. and watched-the agonizing

Cea

SBewailed” . is lltemlly ‘were "~



.

[T

. " notobservedthis? < . . . . .
or .our devoted women

. '24.'

- scene of suffering being enacted on the

Cross. Love held ‘them

n there and-they
couldn’t leave. .o

[ Onserving His Burtar (vv, 55-56) .-
The disciples fade out of the picture

after Jesus’ death, and we do not meet
~ them againuntil the women looked them
up on Sunday morning and reporied to
them (24:9); In striking contfast to this,

“thi d by and ¢ show - TS : N p .
e women stayed by and sought toshow” -disciples of Jesus. They had seen Him die
on the Cross. ‘And with that, all their .

their love and devotion, -

. First.we are told that the.women wha-

. had followed Jesus from Galilee watched

- where and how He was buried. The -men_

Not s0 the women. Love held them there.

-« . disciples evidently assumed that when -
" . .He died it way all over,; and so they left. .

" As soon. as the burial was erided, the'.

women hurried off to the miarket L0 pur-

chiasg “spices and ointments" with which "
they might ancint the bady of Jesusasa . °

. last act of devdtion.

" But soon the sun set and ‘so- they

“rested the sabbath day according to the
commandment’” (v. 56). The Jewish sab- -

‘bath lasted from sunset Friday to sunset
- “Saturday. . ’ o

-Mark '16:1 tells us that “when the sab- -

bath .was . past, Mary Magdalene, and
* Mary the mother of James, arid Salome, .

"+ had bought sweet spices that they might *
. ‘come and anoint him." Evidently they"

had not_had sufficient time laté Friday

- ‘that they had to complete their purchases
- . Saturday * evening after the .sabbath
.. ended at sunset. But the approaching

" afterncon before the sabbath began, so'-

“" darkness. prevented their getting to the.

tomb until the next morning.

- N." C().MI.N(‘- TO Tifs E_i.u’ﬂ Ton-m,(24:1~10)
Lazst at the Cross, the women were first -

_at the tomb. This shows their depth. of -

"devotion.” What were . the mei doing? -

_ Where was Peter, who had expressed’
7 such -deathless” devotion ‘to his. Master?
. “We don’t Know just where they were. But

cJesus,

-and. apprecinte them. And ns men we

should not shirk our part of the task nor -

fail to show our devotion toour Lord, =~ -

Deﬁerﬁbé_r ¥} _ S
BLIND TO HIS PRESENCE (24:15-16)
ScrIPTURE: Luke 24:13-35 -

InTrRODUCTION: It was 2 dark hour for the -

_hopés: and dreams were dashed into . -

the ground, buried with the dead body of - -

. But He was ative! The sad.thing. was =~ -

“that they failed to recognize Him at first

when He-joined them.. Bui isn't that
sometimes true of us? . -" .. . -
1. Sap Heants w1 S
- Two disciples were walking that Sun- |

~day afternoon from “Jerusalem to Em-- -
_maus, a distance of about seven miles, -~ 7.
- As they talked together about 'what had | .= =77

happened in “Jerusalem that weekend,

~their hearts were heavy and their faces -
.sad, It hardly seemed possible. The pre-". .

vious Sunday they had joined the Trium--
phat Entry, following-in that procession "
of believers ‘who shouted *Hosanna!” -
But now it was all -over.-The one they: . -
had thought was the Messiah, who would -
deliver them from Roman rule, was now .
in the grave, executed by the Roman

". governor. The whole sky had fallen! Their ‘
hope was all gone. No wonder they were :
tsad. T L e e T

Ii. SLow Hearts (v. 25) - PR
Jesus hiad joinet them on the'road, but -

they did not.recognize Him, Their hearts -~

were s0 héavy, their eyes o downcast,

that they did not really see’ who He was.

[

When He asked them why they wereso , -

sad, they told Him the whole sorrowful
tale. They even reported the empty tomb, - -

_but saw no significance init.; .

" we-know. where they weren't; they were .

- not at the empty tomb. IU was only after

* the ‘'women' called them that the men

came(v.12). .. 1
It is still ‘true today -that women “are
- often willing to sacrifice more than men-
. in showing their love for Christ. Who'has -

We should hon

[

. Jesus chided them for beinig “slow of -

‘heart ‘to believe all that the prophets -

have spaken” {v. 25). He reminded them

- that the Messiah. was supposed to suffer

‘(v. 26). Then He beégan with “Moses”
Athe firat five books of the'Bible) and
_went oo through all the prophets, point: -

ing out’and expounding the messianic™ |
passages {v. 27), What :a treat it would =

~The Preacher's Magazine *

7 tion! But the Holy Spirit can help us to
.- understand these very Scriptures today.

" have been to have heard that conversa-

[I. SeemNe HEAwTS (v:31) . 0 7

* As they neared Em'maus,__wherc_-the_
~two disciples lived; “Jesus acted as if he
- wert ‘going farther” (v.-28, NIV).* But
they urged Him_ strongly to spend. the *
night with them, ds it.was getting late,
and He agreed tostay. o

a e . -
"Then it happéned! At-the table, a8 He

" hiessed the bread, biroke it; and began to ’

give them some ol it; suddenly- their eyes '
“were -opened and they “recognized Him.,

*Then He disappeared. ‘T'hey recalled how.

__their hearts had burned within a8 He
talked with them on the raad and opened :
.the Scriptures to them. . o o
V. Snaning Hearrs (v. 33)

" 'There ‘was only ohe thing to do now,
They ‘must hurry back to Jerusalem and -

. _te}l the sorrowing. disciples that Jesus -
- had indeed risch, The news was too good.

" 1o -keep. 8o, in spite of their we_qrir_wss_
from the long walk, they hurriéd the.
.+ soven miles back to the city pﬁd shared -
_-the good news with the dthefs. And we,
~ ton, have the:Good News about the Risen
.- Redeetner that we must share... :

- Déécrﬁb'crjﬁlj.'- R
THE  REALITY OF HIS PRESENCE -
oL (oaal) L
" Scuirrure: Luke 24:30-48
" INTRODUCTION: ence irist
may at times be somewhat- hidden to us.
But-He wants | |

. every one of His own. Hig presence can.
.become, more real to us than even that of

- our closest: lu’ved}nhps.j Not that it is al-

ways 50 in cOnsciousness, but it can bc at E

© times, - .

* 1. His PresencE MEANS PEACE(v,38) -

- The- Emmaus disciples found “the’

L eleven” (v. 33)—with Judas Iscariot gone

U i-meeting in an upper room in. Jerusa-

. lem; Before they could say a word about”

‘what happened on thé road, the_'qposltleq
" exclaimed to them: “The Lord is rigen
_ ‘indeed, and hath appeared to Simon’ (v
L *From the New Inrérna'tion_al Vc:_-sion; cnpyri'ghg ®

.. 1973 hy the New York-Bible Soéiety Intq!'natnoqa_ll.

" -Used by permission. * . o

- Docémber.. 1975 . .

“and said to them, be ou’™ )
* {v.-36). It ‘was the old, familiar greeting,
_“in the familiar tene of voice. . | "’ :

“tures. “Then he opened their

The presence of Christ -

to. make Himself real to- -

" bration—allin German,. -

44). With loving thoughtfulness Jesus -
had appeared on Resurrection Day to

“Poter,, to comfort His heartbroken dis- .

ciple. - o . . e
. Suddenly Jesus stood -in thelr.m:ds‘t: ‘
) “Peace be.unto you -

-4 His Presence MEANS, COMFORT (v. 38) L

" In.spite of the testimony of Peter and
the Emmaus pair, the disciples were
startled and frightened; they ‘thought®. .
‘they were lqoking at a ghost. But Jesus
anid, "Why are ye troubled?” Then He -
showed them His iinil-pierced hands and
feet {v; 39; cf. John 20:25). Though they.
could atill hardly helieve, they were over-
joyed-at the reality of His presencel.” -~ .
(1. His Puesence MEANS ASSURANCE (V. '
43, SRR
To prove beyond doubt that He was not.
" ghost,-but real flesh-and bones, -Jesus -~
asked. for spinething to ‘cat. When they

. saw Him devouring the food, they could .- -

no longer .doubt His bodily resurrection.
. The assurance was complete. . - :

. .Then Jesus did for them what He h’ﬂd

‘. done for the two on the road to Emmaus.
"~ He first said: .“Everything must be ful-*

filled that is written about me in the Law-’

“ " of Mobes; the Prophets and the Psalms™

(v. 44, NIV)—the three Jewish divisions . -
of our Old Testament, the Hebrew Scrip- -

" they could understand the Scriptures” ..

Scriptures taught a suffering.,rpsuﬂnjei:ted

. Mesgiah. "~

.'quc.le_r.nbcr 28 .7_‘ ':. o _ }
. THE'ASCENDED CHRIST (24:51) .~
'.'Sé[iIPFUEIE: Luke 24:49-83 .-~

" InTrRODUCTION: One ‘of the most intercst:
“ing- religious sécts in the United States
:is the Amana community, living in seven ™
" communal- villages in lowa. One of the .
- distinctive features of thia group is that

the most important day of the year is ‘

not Christmes or Easter, but A_gcensiop_
_Day. The people ali gather in° their -
. churches on thnt'dny‘foréa-pmlo‘ngcd ce,lp--_ n

+

minds so.

- {v. 45). Hc'sh'owéd'th'cm,-tmo','thm their '
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" He said to His disciples

-7 1L A Consrant Anvocmx—:

-+

Wlmt dooq the mcenwm nl‘ (‘hrlst

mean to us? We wnnt to sugpest a lhreew :

fnld answer o thut queqtmn

I AN Anwmmwmt. Pm,an-u (v 49}
Just before Jesus. ascended to heaven

sond the promise of my Father upon you:

but tarry ve inthe city of derusalem; un-
" til yc “he endued | with power from on

-'Il-xr

““And, behold, T

Jhigh” The night before His ¢rucifixion -

He had said to His dmupleq in the upper

room: “Nevertheless I tell you the truth;

Ttis expe(llenl for you that I.'go away?

for if I'go not uwny. the (*nmforter will

sometimes are- tempted to wish that- we

© nat comoe unte you; hut if I depﬂrr I will
_send “him unto you™ {dohn "16:7)," We -

o

- could have been on earth when Jesus was ™

here 19 centuries ago. But we are rcully'

" betier off Hi bedy Jesus . -,
petter oif now. In His human hody Jesus. " A. The Giverof lhe (nft——(.od (- luhn
But_now the Huly Spirit can make H!s‘ o
-pregerice real Lo every - <liild of God-every:'
. where all the’ t|mc' I‘Imt ns the glory we )

Lould be in only one ‘place at one time,

huvc in Christ. -

‘In His Lody He left the eurth Bul He"'

T notgone Hei is In,re'

In 1 John 2:1 the aged’ apmt[e wrote toi'

his fellow Christiansthat they should- nnl

- 8in, Then he added: “And if any man sin,
. we have an’ advocutc with.the Father, -
.Jesus Christ the righteous.”

Hebrews T
25 declares: *Wherefore he is able to save

them' to the uttermost- that come unto

God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make
: mtorceqsmn for -them.”

“The risen, as-

cended ‘Christ is seated at-the right hand g

. of the Father in glnry,_mnkmg c0nqtunl
. mterwﬁuun for us. - ‘

“HI. A COM[NG Km(‘ (Act‘; 1 9 11)

The ascension of Jesus is de‘;crlbed in.

“the New Testament only at the ‘end of
Luke and the ‘beginning . of  Acts. 'I‘here~

. we are told that as. He went upinto -
- heaven two angels _appeared with the

;... thrilling announcement: “This same Je-.

. hope."

" 'sus, who has been taken fiom "you into
‘heaven, will come back in the same way
.you huve seen him go into heaven™

(NIV). This is" the believer's - “blessed’

26 “‘.r -

“(TLB).

o God’s Glﬂ :
Too Wonderful for Words

speakahle gl {2 Cor, 9:15).

IN’I‘RDDUCT]ON If used at Chrlstmuqume-. -

talk nbout the practice of giving’ gilts to

-those you love, Any othertime; the back-~
ground of :Paul admonishing. the chirch R
_at Corinth on the love gift they’imd col- .
lected for the church in Macedonia would” L
be appropriate. At the end of his'message -~

‘Paul got so blessed that he snid; “Thanks

be to God for His mdt"atrlhnhlc it
_lqn wonder{ul ifo!‘ words

(NIV}), or

This gllt wils

I ThE Gist or: Love
ClllllS’I‘MA‘; . !

R H15) DR v

" C. The uh_]ect ‘of the (.rl““~l'ﬂlll‘lklnd

VR The (xlflm-JC‘iuq (‘hrmt His onl» ’

Son.. :
Th;q (.1(1 hecame

"'-'Il Toe Giver .or Lm, Wuo Auos&. AT '

S Easrg u—makmg possibile;

: A. Abundant life—now (John 10; EO) Lo
" B..Eternal Lite-—-fnrovor (Rom, b: L) P

,Loncmsmw (md .gave qacnﬁually by:
- “giving us His. Son, who in turn sacrificed. B
~His life so that you and 1 tould have this
“Gift. Jesus Christ, alive in us, Truly we
" cah exclaim, with Paul “Thanks be untn-
(‘Ud for hm umpenknbie gift.” . -

GENI- Mwns‘
* %K * %k >K * 31'6

: g Idea

‘But He had to go.away before He .
- could come again. And Jjust as surely na.
“He went 80 surely w1ll He return' '

"cumerAs CARD POST omca.'

-Our. teens are sponsoring a very worthy

project‘dgain this Christmas. In order to
“have ‘money for their missionary Christ-
mas offering, they are delivering Chirist-. . -
.mas cards personally .for .you to your:
frignds who attend our ehurch. If’ you .
- wish to save even more. money, you may

send just onocard to all'the members

. and friends of the churchi, Thé teens will
p!ace it on- the bulletm bonrd in the"

The Prcacher s Mugazine -

"lhunk:'. be unto G od Iur hlq um

'I‘m\r ( AM!- Duww

. “B. The r rea:.on for the (uﬁ——”ja Iuve

e e 3t L A SRR |

" in silénce.

o in problenis °

5

T foycr where éveryone can see 1£ 'I‘he tecm o
‘will he-in the foyer begmmn;, Decémber
3 lo recelve your cnrds and dnnntmm

| B'ULLETI’N' .BARRE_L .

0 LORD HELP ME

to find pchce-not just emptmws

in suffering -

“to find meunmg~nol juql n;,ony

. in knowledge.

to find w:sdofn;——nol ]Uhl mformutlon

o  |n routine’

. to find urder——not Jusl boredom

"_in order

to find purpose——not JUbt Lonl'ormlly

U in daily-life

to find surpnses—not )u‘;t tho cx- ‘
.pected . .

in praycr : :

" 1o find Yuu—not Just my own desures

“in change

to find pro;nmcs——not J\ust thrent-.

- : 'm opportunities

‘to find posslblhueqﬁ-not Just prnb-
lems . . L

- in sin

* to find forg:vcness——nut Juat guult .
- to find hope—not )ust de‘;pulr o
m leadership - - ‘
" to find dlrectmnw—not )usl power
m chalienges |

- ere Lo ' R
to ﬁnd trust in You not jual P i Purentb are pédple whn bear ml‘nntq,

: aonal 1m,ecurny. “Amen,

R “When Chnstmas lS over,’ smd a mer~'t_
" chant to a iinister, .’
our job. to. rid ‘this store comp}etely of '

‘it 's avér, and it's

: Christimas in a day.”

o “Well,” said.the. mlmster, .“I ve 4. big i
.ger job—to keep (,hnstmm, in the hearts
~of my peopie for 4ll ycm-

'_':. -t_— e

He who has not Chmtmus in his heart
e w:ll never ﬁnd it un(_!er n tree,

,_Roy SMlTll

: Decurr{b'er.'-.w;lﬁ R

- the’ whole thmg'

¢ —-Berry REBEN

: —.—-Selectcd '.;

A

DID YOU MYTH CHRISTMAS?

. " "The red: smted myth qtole away o his
o mythwnl home at the Pole, It: was a quiet _
- departure—no crowd such as his weleom- .
‘ing party three months ogo. Perhaps heis =~ -
-now despised for the debts he cauged.’.
" Maybe it is because his promises were as -

faise a8 his beard. _
While he was here, he | wis hemlded as

'Somebady He even- had his picture (in-
~stead of Christ's).on my bank’ calendar -
 for DeCEmber 25, He was the center of
- “attraction -in ‘most shopping: centers.
"Children hnd thexr plctureq luken wnh
him;

1 qupfmse it wasnt slmngc to must

" that to force helief in an imposter was 0

‘much camer than Juqt ncceptmg the

' Fﬂct

- Well,. he is gone—and if for you' tlmt
was the ‘spirit-of (‘hmtmuﬁ ynu mythcd

.

Good News .

) had but one sentence to say: “Behold, !
“bring you goz)d tidings."” After the rehear:
sal he asked his mother what t:dmg¢

meant and she told him it meant news.
“When the program was put on, he was’

Se{ected ‘ '

A little boy ina C&mtmas program R

qragcatruck and forgot his line. Finally .
_the idea-cameé back to Him und he cned .

-nut, "Hey. Jgat news faryou e

N

bore teen agers nnd bonrd newlywads

Do not cr:twtze un[eas you have made

an’ f.ffurt to a'o the ;ob better——and sue-'

ceedt’d

retirement uge are chlldren ut bedhme.,

Persona hnrdest to convmce they are of :

'Iho tronps were hemg tnught to Jump‘.

_from a plane.

“What if my. parachute doesn t open'?" o

“asked one rookie,
' "'I‘hat," said the mstructor_
as Jumpmg m a conclusmn

‘is ,kn‘ow‘n -

S 27
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: Agmg. the Fulfillment of Llfc
"+ By Henri J.-M. Nouwen and Walter J.

‘Gaffney, photographs by Ron P, Van Den R

_Bosch. (Doubleday and Company, Inc.,
11974, $6.95.),

~The prologue and epllpgue of this en-

" lightening text read like poetry. The
'-'compunson of life to the wagon whee!
which rests, leaning against a birch tree

in the white snow, tells of the fulfillment

-of the life cycle . .

- having made their full turn.

Henrl Jd. M. Nouwan is a Dutch pnest{_

L Dacember. 1975

“the spokes of aur lives

'psychologmt who hns wntten a number of
beoks én ministry and is presently on the .
faculty of the Yale Divinity ‘School.
- Walter ). Gaffney is involved ‘in fom-
. munity actmn pmgmms m New
Conn. .
The presentatlon i dw:ded into twol
' mmn sectlons “Aging as a Way to Dark-
i ness, and “Aging as a Way to Light.”
: DARKNESS is ‘realized through the
expenences of rejection the author’ calls
segregation—the rejection by . society;
“desolation—the Tejection by friends; and

. . o c . 31
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- Wit Talmadge n volume set or jus -
some- \o]umes) Leon . (‘hnmhers, 809
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loss of self—the rejection. of self: In a

-able than haung, many people start
-experiencing themselves as old whenjn-.
‘stitutional arrangements such as retire- B

ment and Social Security place them -

" outside the circle of those who primarily -

‘identify- themn.el\en. with what they do, -
have, or can ﬂcqutre '
LIGHT does not -seem to be s0-well

-'documented as the darkness: Light does

not seem o fit-in the computers - zmd
tabulation ‘machines of the profit-mak-
ers. For the fortunate. minerity; the Lxght
is formed’ by hope, humor, and tision.

*When hope grows, we see that we are not
~waorth only what we achieve! hut what we -
are, that while life might ‘lose in use it

might win i meaning. Humor Is defined”

“as kno\»ledp,e with. 8 soft -smile: And
vision- i5 brought’ aboui b\ hope and,

- WANTED: One Lond set of the Iom rsiof

John “e-.h‘\ Epworth Edition, Gary

) M. Noyes, 11847 London leoe NE.
_Blmne \‘lmn RLERE]

- WANTED: Liting x\frwnge-. fmm thc’

Canaan Journey, by E. W. Black. ‘Rev,
R. E. Rogers, ol;{) ‘wnft Road Qamr.om

“Magnolia, Ave "Gadsden: -\la 35908,

FOR SALE: Sermons That Scarch . the

Soyl,. by E.: B, ‘Shélthamer, £3.50; -Abra-
ham the Jew, by Harry .leasop (paper),

8200, Cardinal Elements’in Sancnﬁca— "
- tion (Studies in Hoimess Vol. 1), by 8. 8.
. White {paper), $2.50. Eradication, De

fined. Explained, and Authenticated

J(Vol. 2) by'S)S. White,.82.50. A1 Out fur

~ 'Souls, edjted and compiled by RV, De.

. -Long (This contained-the gist of address
- es given'in 1947 in Kansas City. Most are
"“now deceased.} $2.00. E. bllw\ orth Noth-

“stine; P.0. Box 100, Lowndesville, § C

29659
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humor. “*Whoever has ]esrneﬂ to'live in
~¢ivilization in.which being is less valu- ' the’ Light is no longer worried by the
- problem ofuhelher the I..lght m!l stlll be -

there mmorrou
And ‘so, young and old emhracc each -
other in the realizafion that, after all;

- old age is not the last-segregation. It is

" revenled to us that ultimately we dre not
" divided hetween young and ald, but all
unlled s thldrm of the Lu,hl (th
a8l :

" This ~very. readnb]e bonk is punctuated
- by photogrnphy llluslmung picturesque -
“concepts of agitg in life. Tt concludes with.
the triumphdnt imessage that.“the body-
~of Jesus has become the sign of hope and
new life for many who bear their aging
lives in patience. The Sen of Man grew -

“into the fullness af the Son of Géd. He .

was the light that cameinto Uur darkness -
- and revealed to us that the turdipg of (he
. wheel Is not aireturn to the vold ground,

" hut one: slep I'om'ard in thc hlstory nfsu!
\at:on '

‘ 00M1/V0

nexl monlh

. F:tty Golden Years

" Next .month we- celebrale our hmeth
.anniversary.. |t was "January, 1926,

" when ‘Editor - James B. ‘Chapman put ™
‘together the first issue of the Preach— ‘

ers Magazme
‘@The Prayér Life of the Pastor e

E E.- Wordswonh contributed an afi:- -

- tle in the first issue,"and his pen stift -
1' strlkes the hre tor Chnst and hohness

. Learning the Secret of Viclory s
Another early contributor, W. B. Walk- .

- er, writes again_ Ior one of his favome
magazines.

e The Camp Meeﬁng.and lhe

" .Mourners' Bench . :

- A nostalgic look at early "Wesleyana

" offers’ some’ interesting facts about
haliness tustory

The Preacher s Magazing

Lo .lou\ R D.wmsoh .

The sharpest msrk of matunty is to recogmze how much
better ‘it is to give than to receive. There are some. persons
who have lived geveral years wlthout ever discovering this. .

" There are many,. ala

s, who will live out thelr lwes -and dxe -

without . ever d:seovenng it. But the Chnstmn goon learns |
abouit it, becnuse this is what his faith is ‘all about: As'a babe - g
‘in Christ, he is quite excnted about what God has done for R

hlm

** and how sweet 1t is to en]oy the “beneﬁts" of salvatwn

» ’I‘hen he begins to grow. in grace, . and he dnscovers ‘the joy of

gwmg as ‘only agape love can compel a person

to give. He

“sees this as the heart of the. Christmas spirit (p..1), and hlS
secret for coping wnth his hurts and dxsappomtments {p. 3)..
, His greatest thrill is in watching’ h:s punshoners discover lf
(p 19) as- they continue in the’ stream of hohness (p 12}
Those of us here’ in the editorial office find these thoughts
tend to'make our }abors Jjoyful,. gsending our pages your ‘way

~ with something of ourselves in. every line: Our-

prayer is that -

: you may find, in receiving these morsels, some. small portlon
~of blessmg we have had'in- glvmg them. This is our way of say- .
ing, "Merry Chrlstmas'"-‘»—and may these be: good days for .-

you and yours..

I8
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" "'Youi's fo'r"sou_ls_;
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