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o ‘7’5: THQUGHT FVIL AGAleT ME; but God meant At unto {,ood’ (Gen

50:20), - -
‘These words were bpoken by a man who hncl every reuson to be '

' ;'bltter but kept calm in the midst of adversity. He had been hated by - “,'. _
" his brothers, sold into slavery, imprisoned for:a-crime he dld not com- .
* mit; and forgatten by those who owed him favors, . u '

These were Joseph’s words‘to his brothers, ‘after the. damage had

. ‘been done and the tables’ had been turned. When they were helpless,
- "and their victim had become powerful, they sbught his forgiveness. -

. PForgiveness they received because -this man Joseph pdsséssed a
trait of character which every preacher should cultivate. He was so com-

" mitted to his faith in the God of his' father, Jacob, that he had no time
" for petty grievances. .or ‘personal rancor. He had found the secret for. a
- life that is free from resentment, a life beyond bitterness: :

‘' Why, someone may ask, should today's clergyman be remmded of '

- the afflictions. of Joseph? He lived'35 centuries ago. His was another C
‘day, another culture; another era. So far as-we know, he neyer pasmred o

" a church nor preached a sermon. But he did know the sting of criticism, .

the’ hurt of. being hated the feeling of failure, and the pain of adversity.. . ..
‘He knew what it waslike to be dumped into a pit without water, to be -

held under lock and key like an animal, and to be accused of deeds and © - -
" motives of which he was not guilty. And itisa falr assumptmn thﬂt he .

B 'had done nothmg to deserve any of this.’ " : s

~'We must not be. carried .away, of course, in our cpmpanson of

. Joaeph s.case with that of today's pastor. The sagmficant parallel we
- need to'see has little to do wnth his long list of troubles as they may re- -
. “mind us of ours. Our concern is how he faced them. Seneca once wrote, o
" “No man is hurt but by himself’;and in the final analysis, 1t is not what '
s 'happens to us that matters so much as our reaction to it.” :

Joseph’s secret of lwmgr beyond bltternese still worke mlmcles for

September 1975 . K R _ S L o _1.'
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. is our Immanuel, “God with. us.’
- better than Joseph knew Him.

R those who know it. This.is good news for. today’s “overseers-of the flock.”"

Joseph had, first and foremost, his faith in d God_who._is- real.” B

. He believed in God when he was at home, when he was enjoying the '

father’s favors, and when he sensed no threat to hig’ comfort and secur-

... ity. But he continued to believe:God when he was exiled from home,
_ ‘when he did not have the companionship of those he loved, - when his" | o
.. ":freedom was gone,.and his very existence was threatened In'it alt, God E
. was still as rea] as ever, and Joseph Knew i. :
' We are amused when reminded. of Martm Luther 3. wrfe dressmg"
- herself like a widow in mourning and paradmg into. her husband's study.
. When Luther asked her who had died, she made her point by replying, ..
. “God has died. At lcast that is the 1mpresslon 1 get when 1 observe your" ;
* . attitude and actions,’ _
L We believe in God Certmnly we do But sometlmeq we may not act o
. . . like we believe Him. - - L
' Joseph’s inner strength came- nlso through his fatth ina (‘od who is.
present. Theologians have a word for this. They describe God as being
“immanent, as well as franscendent. He is. everywhere and overall, but-
- Heis. here, too. He does. not go away ‘wmewhere and remmn nloof from o
',usmourstrugglee
- . Jesus taught us this lesson when He came and dweit among us. He SR
' Therefore: we should know God-even .~
: So today wé find it-a source. of encoyr- -
- agement to-know that, .16 centuries before Christ was born, God revealed
- himself to Joseph as One who does not walk away from His own when
: they need ‘Him. .
. Another aspect, of Joseph’s. qecret was hu. farth ina Gad who cares.
And God does care. It matters to Him. He. knows when we are hurting,
. .and- His heart is touched by our frustrations; This assurance made.a - - -
difference when. everythmg seemed to be going wrong in Joseph’s life. o
-."--When today’s pastor remembers thls, he can walk through the valleys -
* .and be strengthened S
.- But most unportant of- a]i was Joseph S fa:th ina God who is able g
. What differences’ would it make if God is real, if He is hére, and He -
.. cares, but He cannot cope with our problems? What a tragedy for some- -
" one to bear his burden-all alone because he has loqt hlS fﬂlth ina God .
.- whois the sovereign Ruler of this universe. . . _
i - We Wesleyans have " sometrmes overreacted to our Calv1mst1c
- _brethren i in their emphasrs upon God’s soveréignty. We have insisted - -
upon man’s free choice: But we do not need to abandon the truth.of . =~
~-God’s sovereignty: in order.to believe in man's power of choice. God can .
.- do_all things that it pleases Him to do,.and let us not forget 1t A clear " -
". concept of His miglity power helps us through the valleys: S
) There is a good word here for those who have experienced some set- O
‘backs and are tempted to permit bitterness to scil their spirits.. The v
. most difficult times are those when we know we ‘deserve better, weare -
" innocent before those who have questroned our motives, and we have .+
done nathing worthy of the spite we see dlrected toward us. These thmgs S
o cannot hurt us—unless we let them. - i .. _
L God is ‘here, and Hé ¢ares. Furthermore, He has a thousand ways to -
help us through to ﬁnal vrctory In Chrtst we canlive beyond bltterness :

The F'reecher (] Mﬂgazlna Lo
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I CALL TO SER\IN*ITHOOD

C S COWLES Pestor Church of lne Nanrene Covinn Collf ‘4

7 THE PASTOR DEAI.S
- WITH RESISTANCE .' :

SAT 'mem-. SHAKEN. - My carefully‘ ‘
L ‘wrought progmm of imaginative
- 'and" aggressive evangelism, worked-
" “out - in - mimeographed detail, had .
- been plcked to pieces by members of -

" the board. Now it lay in shambles at
iy feet. My’ first. reaction was to
- wrap ‘myself up-in-a- cloak . of righ-
- teousness, retire' to' my study, and

prepare another sefmonic missile on

. the subject “Why ‘Revival. Tarries.”

But my next and controlling reaction

" counseélied the wisdom of backing off
. .and takmg a whole new look at the
" matter.-. : b
: I tend-to, get 50 much cgo mvolve- .

~

T

»

sctenttous pastor why a church can .
be so much against itself and can'so . .

.'stubbornly resist moving into those R
‘very directions which are- ‘bound to

minister to its life and growth. It is -

- this trenchant inflexibility and 1m~_,'_.‘ -
‘mobility which has cauged countless " -~
_pastors to throw up. their hands,
leave the pastoral ministry, and: seek

out other more progressive and more-

* frujtful -means by which to. fulfill

'-'theu' calling. But before we abandon .
" the ‘old ark apparently hung up on

ment into grandiose schemes which 1

'Z-fdream up - for the ‘building of the_

“church thdt T am prone to ‘interpret

not necessarily the case.-

. attacks upon my program as a lack of |
- -confidence in me. This, of course, is

Alan Walker is right ‘on. turget :

.. 'church there is a stubbori-resistance.
- to change.” ‘It is .this covert drag-
.. ging of the feet and ‘overt opposition ©

" :-when he observes in his book,.A Ring- .
- ing-Call to Mission,. that “within the

Mount Ararat, it would be well to see - By
- if there mlght possibly be & posrtwe - G

meamng in resistance, o
Resistance is a sign of life, accord-

ing to Lewre”Mumford He: maintains

that life is encompassed in a struc-

“tured fmmework of directed; orderly - -
“sequeénce and ‘is’ preserved by self-

" limiting processes. A rose bloom at-
tains its fragile’ beauty only as the
“vital;: Jjfe-giving processes are limit-. -
-ed, controlled and cut off at precise

K mwardly govemed points.. The un--

‘which keeps pastors awake at night,

: September.1975 L

. ties their stomachs into fiery knots,
. - provokes profound hand-wringing, -
" " and occasionally inspires an ill:timed
~verbal assault .upon the recalcttrant.
. membera itisa mystery to the con-_ »

“controlled and unresisted growth of
' cells within the human body is called "
“cancer’’! :Mumford. argues’ thaf life . - .
- reacts to* ‘inner or outer ‘stimuli by.. . -

contraction, expansion, withdrawal,
‘ attack, by submrssron or protection,

by lying low or comlng forth to do.
battle " Reerstance is a fundamental' L
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" - copfrontation..

" minister's dwn. .

~element of life itself. Within the cre-
ated order, all forms of life have
. certain self-limiting-and self-govern- |
- ing resrstances burlt mto thelr very
. structure. .
‘Might_not thrs prmcrple also he}d ,
true for ‘the church? James E: Dittes . -
‘thinks s0. In his boek The Church in
~the’ Way, he mamtmns that resis-

‘tance i$ the sign par excellence of

~vitality and commitment in - the -
- church. To guote. him- drrectly

: “Reemmnce is an. active, vrgur(sua Te-

* sponse by asensitive person to significant.”
‘ . W reveals a commit-
. ment Lo remain mslde the given situation
' however conflictual and problematic, and
. to nddress it in-its own terms, ’

- .. “There are positive lmplrcatmna in the-
" very fact of resistance, in whatever guise
- it might appear, whateverresources are
" used in.its se’r’vice’, however effectively.or. |

ineffectively it may be execated. It is not
merely negative ‘obstructionism but A

.+ positively prompted and. purpesive re-
. . sponse, and the proniptings and the pur-

" poseg’ are- not neeessnrlly ‘alien to. the.
. The minister may

uctunlly be closer: to reallzmg [hia] pur.

poses when” these purposes are resmted ‘
" than when they are not.’ T

1n)

. Dittes” argument - is weakened

when he attempts to place a poqrtrve s
.~ meaning upon every form- of resis-
“'tance, regardless of its guise: Such a’
 view -paosits vaiue-Judgments with
~ effects rather than causes, which is a |
. questionable - ethical procedure By
reading a posrtrve meanmg into every -
mamfestatlon, o_f resrstance. Dittes
-overlooks a large dimensipn of human -

history and experiénce that mani-

- fests, in Jacques ‘Ellul's view, “the:

power of suicide, whieh is at the heart

" of the world.” Resistance may even
indicate the presence of the demome

Nevertheless, Dittes’ point-is well
taken that we cannot write off the-ap-
pearance of resistance as being neces-

sarily obstructlomst carnal, or the :

work of the enemy. To the contrary,

it may well represent peoples gen--
- 4

uine encounter wrth the challen;,e
their counting of the cost, their pre-

commiiment struggle within the—
“selves. Before we put resistance down o
prematurely, it might be.well to sum- -

marize some positive aspects,
First, is-the proposed change really

all thut ,necessary? Does it really -
represent a proven improvement over, | .
the customary way of doing thmgs»ﬁ b
or not. doing things? Change in and'of "

itself has.no inherent merit. It may

-~ signal a new breekthmugh of life; or .
it may lead to death: Nor is change

necesqerlly therapeutrc When things

are not- going well,. my f(irst instinct - o

s to look for somethmg entirely new,

) Perhapq a radical change will inject - -
new life into the old body. It may.

~well do that, or'it may-also kill it.

- Resistance to radical, ﬂbrupt and‘

far- reaehm[, change may-be a sngnﬂl
to reexamine. the antique before it is

buried int the basemient. Maybe it can-
\be refurbished, restored, and attainia -
srgmf’cance iar beyond ita original - :
_worth It is ‘amazing to note how . = .
“often in ¢hurch hlstory a rediscovery' - -

of ‘the old opens a new window for’

- the breath of the Splnt to blow :

afresh..

ous - process.-

Second, people change ‘more by
evolution. than by revolution. Human:
- growth is i slow and sométimes tedi- -
Ilumination dawns " - -
gmdunlly Insight builds by i lncorpor~ .
-ating many bits and pieces of exper-
ience. Even something so dramatic

and crlsrs-onented as’ convermon‘ R

oceurs as a point in an ongoing pil-

: grlmage Who in the hrstpry of reli- -« -
- gions could testify to.a more radlcal‘ _
and abrupt - conversion experience . "
_than the Apostle Paul? But on retro-. ..

* spect, he could affirm that “he who -~
“had set me apart. before I was born,
"and had called me _through_his_ grace,
‘was pleased toreveal his Son'to me’’ |
(Gal. 1:16-16,  RSV).? Conversron, .
 like cresting a mountain peak, ‘is a "
.precnse nnd dramatrc moment But '

_ The Preechers Magazlne L
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~also liké climbing a mduntein;-—it‘

" often comes as but a short step from
.the previous steps leadmgl up to that

splrrtual breakthrough.

people change -slowly—

‘thdt it too will’ reflect this law of life.

.Promoters who purport to make in-
"7 stant. Christians and graduate ma-
*ture saints -at the end of 'a_six-week -

course merely’ mampulate people
‘rather than change them. Then they

RO hupprly on their way. while the
“slow-moving church must try to re-

“deem :the dmappomted ‘and drsrllu-".
. sioned people left behind.. :

The pastor almply cannot  take
‘sucha . supetficial and short-term

. view of his task. He must remember .
" that his responsrbrhty is to take peo-

ple all of the way from the cradle to

* the grave. This is. most often ‘slow
“‘and discouraging: work, - frequently.

" -barren.of visible indicators of growth,

i .. and sometimes 'resulting.in - abject-
¢ failure,. But there simply is no other-
way to do it :or to -speed up .the-

. process of spiritual maturity- beyond

_ . “the individual. and internal.limits
T placed in human rniature by the crea- .
“tive act-of God. Resrstence remmds._

-us-of this law.

Thlrd resretance may he an inval- "
uable. element in_testing the merits
- _of a program or proposed change. It

' 1

" ig the church’s “adverqary method" -

by which truth is separated from.

-:falsehood, and the beneficial from

the. harmful.rPatienee i$ a cardinal

Our digression here relative to cons virtue and faithful ally in the pursuit

- version is to illustrate a fundamental
~insight in regard. to human nature:
" namely,
sometimes rmperceptrbly In that the
" body of Christ is made up of human
-members it is justifiable to assume.

of those changes and implementn-
tions which are always necessary in.

“the' hfe of the church If it'is to keep L
ﬁmovmg forward.’

‘Finally, resistance helps a pester to ;

‘test his own motives. There.is a fine

line between our laudable ambition’ K

" to build the’ churchi -and our ambi-~
" tion, perrod It s ;,ood to pause and * *

examine our great plans.. Do’ they ~

use people or build people? Do they -

fill ‘a genuine need or fill our own'
need to see visible action? Do they

‘strengthen the family and, enhance -

the general quality of congregatronel .

life or advertise what a lively church' °

we lead? Do they fulfill personal-and -

. spiritual goals or preestablished or- -

ganizational objectiyes? = i
Resistance does not mean that we -

have to choose between plans and
: peop]ewlt could well be that our pro-. .

grammatic ideas do create structures

- that set .people free ands«encourage

“spiritual. growth. But resistance may
well 'serve to help us analyze our real

- purposes, and how well the proposed

changes help. us- to reahze our ulti--".",
mate spiritual goals. '

‘“Fxamine -yourselves. . T_est o
: yoursel.ves" (2 Cor. 13:5, RSV) E -
1, James E. Dittes, The Church !n the Way (New. S

York: Charles Scribhet's Sons 1961') Used with per- -

misaion. .
2.. From the Reuued Smnda.rd Vemon of . the .
“-Hible, copynghted 1146 and 1952, L '

B Ibld

St R ..r‘_.-.....—un- -nn---b..“u...m—-—...._. B

A perpetua] revrval is' a contmdretron in- terms..Effeetrve

. 'evungel:sm always waits on revival. To’ go without tarryrngleads -
" “'to frustration. We have ‘been engaged in. evangehsm when we

LA

. Seplen:'lber‘. 1975

. :, ' should have sought revival. A drsperagement or neglect of revnml;, -
‘_'--ls nlwnya a sprrrtual problem. . ' -

-——J.' B? _Ghepman



. Many churches today. are dnﬂmg hke a shrp
" without a rudder. They stay where they are

because they have not decided where they want to go

Dreoms Gnd Gool Se’rhngl L

ByD A, Paterman* o

Tk

'MAGINE & SEAGOING VESSEL docked-
<.at the San’ Francisco pier, You are
. given permission to board it and go -

. to the navigator’s bridge. There you
see- numerous charts of navigation.
In tal,kmg with the captain of ‘that
shlp, ‘you discover that.each port of

- call is clearty'predetermmcd for that .
. proposed . journiey. Neither the cap. -

. tain nor the navigator can see each

' port for 99 -percent of the trip; but.

: they know (1) where: they are going,

. (2) how .they are going to get there, - -
© {3) the appmx:mate date and tlme ef. :

arnval e

Chart

- tain: Let me ask o rather penetratmg
(and personal) questmn Have you
prepured a “chart,” and’is it some-

- - where"in the office, or your study, I
‘Wash. We held our first services in an o

- which will serve asa prolectlon of the

L journey your church'is to take for the-

next year? The next five yeard? Ten.-

years" Twenty years? Has aryone .

had the. foresight and vision tocon-
ceive of what your church could be'in

Sundiy school enrollment and atten-
- dance, church membership, mission-

“ary giving, and total finances in' the .
- abave- mentioned pencds of {ime?
The tragic truth is-that many

churchea have no such. projected .
. ’l‘untor.l‘trsLCIiurehufllwNuzarenc Stmln(‘ru:. :

f‘uhf

g

Think of your local church as quch _
a stup You, as pastor, are the cap: .

N - [

plan 'I‘hey are drzftmg llke a shlp ’. _'
-without a rudder as well as without a - * =~
chart. They are in the same location:
‘today as theéy were 10 or 20 years 0"
.- simply because they have not decid- .
. ed where they want to’ go. Do you -
-realize that the possibility of drifting .~
‘into some port of eccleqmatlcal suc~ . .
cess is one in a ‘thousand without .
that rudder or chart? But with the
‘chart and rudder: ‘any cliurch can suc- -

cesst’ully arrwe at its: goals

Concewe B
“Dreaming the i im pos‘nhle dream

“ig-the role of every successful pastor.. - -
- Relaying that dream to: responsﬂ)le: NS
- members of the church board and'to”

the total church wil] help.that dream

to come to: reahty “What a ‘man’s
. mind can conceive and. beheve it'can

K

achiepe, ™
My thlrd ‘pastorate was in Yaklma

old bicycle shop on Lennox Avenue.-

" Discarded chnpel pews from the old . <

Farragut, Ida., Naval Base made

each wcrshrpper a candidate for a- .
- chlropractrc treatment each Monday -

morning. We tolersted- aleaky roof,a - -
“muddy creek down the middle aisle L

when it rained, inadequate heating, .2

* poor parking. lot a muddy driveway, s
‘no choir or organ, plus many other

reasons why we should not succeed.

‘But we grew from 0 to 527 in atten-
. dance in. 3% years ‘We were self-

- The Preachers Magazlne -

‘: a T

supportmg in three months How"

~We dreamed - ap ‘impossible. dream
~and tumed it into reahty by following -

certam procedures in church growth.

When we moved to.Santi Cruz, .

Cnhf five years ago, the church was

averagmg 179 in Sunday school, and |
- about 'thé same in ‘church -atten-.
dance. The giving for all purposes 2y

“that year was $50,433. We hegan to

prayerfully - evaluoate and do some-. °
- “hig” thmkmg, and to dream of a_
~ church in Santa Cruz exceedlng 300

in attendance_

. I shared my. dream wrth the church'

W

“action—only startled - stares.
_-could only think of a church of 150to

.- 200 .peoplé. I put my dredm.on. the -
¥ agenda for the next board ‘meeting,
but they still were not ready. Thirty -
“ days later I brought it up again. By
" now, after 60 days of careful cultiva-- -

. tion ﬂnd patience and - prayer, the

seed was. beginning to show signs of |
| l\:rf:ntifl tﬁrbiiarﬁdg ‘ifcﬁjes?o‘fnhe“r‘ﬁﬁ' ' dfawn, s he knows how the fi nished -

- first sprig broke through. We began -

. to set goals for Sunday school, church

membership, fmanceq mlssmns, and-,

staff R

. - Three years later at the 19’74 dls-' o
~trict. assembly, we’ reported as fol

: - lows: ) L
Sunday school mferage - - 318_
Chiurch membershlp . 308
: Tithes. : .. $101,671:
- Plus.world- mlsslons ' 47,100
A total of ' 148 771

" This is- w dream becommg reahty -
Three years ago we ‘had one pastor:
and one secretary. Now we have the "
same_pastor and secretary, plus a .
minister of. musrc, a mmister of reli-
gious:- e_ducatlon, and a part-time
“» secretary. All because we planned for -
it three years ago' We are not cele- _

Seplembar. 1975 '

brating.the completion of a dream; -
rdather the threshold of a fuller, rich-: -
-er; more fulfilling ministry to come. "~
- Our-plans for growth go on from here

until we reach'a congregation of 600 - -

with this staff. Then we will have .
nnother chapter of this dream" to .
come’ true to. brmg us to- 1000 by '
1984, if Jesus tarries. , i

Beliéve

*The size of the brain has nothing to |

.do with your ‘success or failuté. The -

‘board, and.gave each of them a book ~largest human brain on record be-

.on Posstbthty Thinking to help them -
see the opportunities of growth. That -
monthly board meeting hrought no: -
" They

longed to an idiot, The smallest brain
on’ record . belonged -to -Anatol¢ |
France, who won the Nobél Prize for-.

literature in 1921, Attitude makes -
‘the “difference. Life -is- exciting to. . . '
" exciting people, and dull to dull peo- -

ple. ‘Life is:successful to successful-

“minded people, and average to peo-_ - S

ple who -are wlllmg to" settle l'or the

“average life. . . .
" When a. carpenter 1s going t to bulld :

a house, he first has a set of‘plans .
prepared, Then a "'perspective. -

- project’ will look. Next. he makes up’ .
hires. professmnal S
" help, purchases the materials,” and "

a matenel list,

turns the -dream, into a- bu11dmg~——'

" brick 'upon bnck and nail upon narl _—

Commlt

To be a successful pastor. and to"‘

.,have a suceessfully growing church, -

you must commit yourself to honest--‘

; ly look’at gome facts:

WHERE HAVE YOU BEEN o
- IN"CHURCH GROWTH'? -

What is the record of your congre- o

-~ gation for the past 10 years? (Secure .
" statistics “from district journals.} = ..
“Make a chart for the past 10 years..

listing the figures for Sunday school

‘attendance,” Sunday ‘school enroll
ment, church members, tithes and

offermgs and mlssrcms

“What the mind of inan- can. con- '
-ceive and believe, it can achicve.’
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'WHERE.DO YOU WANT TO GO?.
_ What is your dream. for the next 20
- years for the church you pastor?

‘Make another chart listing the years

1975 t0°1995 and set down your goals.
.. for each of the categorlee above.

HOW CAN YOUR CHURCH
. ARRIVE AT THIS GOAL?.

: 1 "Plan to stay in the church you
are now serving and make a success

of it. Remember, “If the grass seems -
. greener on the other side of the fenc#,
it is probably.artificial turF 1 '

2. Work on just one or two years at

a time in fulfilling the goals, but al-

. ways. keepmg the 5-, 10:,-15-, and‘,
o 20-yenr goa!s insight. . .

3. Work ahead of your schedule

By thls you -should- prepare for the

“kind of church that you want yours
‘to become If you now have a Sunday-

LI

L}

.:'s'cheol of 75, and you want one of 150
in- five years, then begin- to train -

teachers for yotir proposed goal for
each of these years of growth.

4. Share your dream with your dis- -

trlct supermtcndent and ask;for guid-

ance and sug,gestlons .After this ob- B
jective evaluation, then prayerfully = .
_present it to your church board for'

action.

‘5. Follow through Your plans will
‘not work unless you work your plans.
" As the pastor, you ‘will need to lead " -
- your people in achieving these goals.

. Dreamingleads to daring; and danng
leads to'doirig. . p

6. Pray earnestly, get excnted thcn\
- watch your church thrill to the exc:t-' .
~-ing adventure of growing.. = R
‘ What the ‘mind, of man can con-
ceive and believe, it can achieve! | =
1mpoea|ble‘

- drea_m and watch it come truc -

Pastor;. dream your

: Devclopmg sclf-acceptance -

. .Participative problem- solvmg
- Levehng with the other person

Creatmg a H:gh Level of Trust

. Interesting ; advice came my way recently in a dlscussmn wuh Bob lelng-
' _'lon, a Canada West lay member of the CNC board of governors. He runs an - -
© ice-cream business and- ‘works for an investment ‘Firm, He had run’ across, an
‘ arhcle by the above title. A “shorlhand" summary follows: ) .
Human relationships tend to be of- value and mcamngful unly to the exlent ‘,f
“that there is.some mutual trust prcsent How do we cteate such trust?’ By-—— R
1. Creating awareness—of the i inner feehngs of each olher o

. Acceptance of olhers—lellmg people be lhcmsclvcs

2
3
.- 4. Supportiveness—helping others to’ attain their ob_]cctwcs :
" 5. Willingness to takerisks .~ - - . ‘
é
7
S

' omcwhere in the aheve is useful adwce—-cvcn for preachers

-—Nell E nghtnwer

PN
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As we put the elements of our ministry to work, -

* we will be in.demand for many reasons; or for .
- only one reason Someumes that ohe reason

- is enough ‘

- ':Ptc MOS'I‘A;D“’ was an acc1dent-

prone clod. “His, _speech. was

“mush-mouthed. He was clumsy and
uncoordinated, a -dropout of every-

hike, But he played the tuba like a
true artist.

- *We were both asmgned to o ;,eneml '
.~ hoapital bound for service with the -
- Fifth Hospital Group. at Worcester- -

shire, England, True to form, Mostad
. 'was flipped out of his bunk ina tronp‘ ‘
" -ship on the stormy North Atlantic..

His arm was broken in three places.

- - When our - troop ship landed at
. Greéniock, Scotland, Mostad left our

- transient unit to- enter a mlhtary

- hospital. - _

. ... “Poor old Mo‘;md*” someone smd' -
"1 kindly. “We'll never see_him again.” -confidently. |

. I'was on duty in detuchment head .
... quarters when the call’ came in from

" '_’.Scotlund It ‘took -but ‘a moment to

identify the caller. .
~“Mostad!” 1 said exc1ted]y, reflect-

~"ing my gladness in hearing from such -
-’ a dear friend. “How are you doing?” :
. "Tell the colonel that L am ready -
. t.o come back. I'm well- and ready for -

duty, If he doesn't request my trans-

- fer, they will put me in a replacement - ‘
o depot for’ reasmgnment B mlght even
. - have to go to the mfantry, ‘he plead

. ed; : A

- 'Pestor. Church of the Nazarene, hyivumn Ohm' '

"Moutad s 8 sllhs!lllllt name for a ru:l |>em=m
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Mostad Played the Tuba o

By Car1os H Sparks -

The mfantry would be a tragedy
for Mostad=+or Mostad would be. a
tragedy for ‘the infantry, 1 thought.

S41M1 tell him, Mostad. 1. can’ t

promlse anythmg because we are'up-
Yo full strength in our, unlt-——but I

‘tell the colpnel.”
“I want to. come home,
begged.

Mostad a

“I know., Give me the address. and

‘name of the hospital where you are a. -
pntlent o

After several mlnutes comphcated .
. by poor .connections and - Mostad’s |

- speech 1mped1ment Ihed the needed
. mformatlon S :

“PIl see you soon o Mostad smd

" “Okay,” i.vas all. T could come up"‘
“-with, The poar guy wouldn’t be in-the

“army in peacetlme If there ever was

- a_misfit,.it was my -dear fnend Pfe.
Mostad R

.True té- my bromlse i relayed the_ o

mformatlon to the - cokmel m com- .
mand
*sn’t thnt the short chubby guy,'

- that played the’ tuba in our detach-_.'

ment band?" 7
‘*Yes, 51r, that 5 the man L
“smiled. :

o “Tell the adjutant to cut the"
- papers: and have “him trunsferred_- .
“back to us: We need that tuba play--
Cep™ T e T L

Tl



Quickly the ghbd ‘news ‘spread,
- “Mostad is coming home!" A great

. ' welcome was plnnned for our beloved
* tuba player.. ‘

" . The year 1944 is long ago, but -

never cease 1o marvel at the vwlue ul'
one: good qunhﬁcatmn

I suppose it is somewhat normﬂ}
o for preachets to: be apprehensive .
' -ghout future assignments. Many are
a-part of the male statistics of some -
‘18 million between the ages of 45 dnd -
= 59. These can be tempestuoils years
‘when we lose our bearings.. Unfor- -
: tunﬂtely there are acquaintances who ..
- are'willing to add to the dilemma. -
- *0Old men are not being replaced

. -hke they used to be,” one of Job’s
. comforters will say. “Young preach- -
“ers are run roughshod over the veter--‘,--

s ansg,

-

Here and there the (,hromc cotn-_-
plainer points out an example which’
~ he indicates to be proof positive that"-

" the 9upermtendent has instructions -

‘from. higher yp.“Bench every old .

: preacher as quickly as replacemems".:
- - can be found.” : -

I.don't believe a word ot" it! i won’t

" "have you believe. siuch an - unlikely
. plot.- We know. otir. churches better .
‘than’ that.. Age has its value, and .-
__every wise leader knows it. However o
. we must be’ prucucal ‘ :
If 1. have. an inefficient program

. stack up decreases year after year,

. and operate out of a slowly .deter-
- jorating building with no viewto the
- future except another pastorate to -
ruin, I may'be moved slowly. I cught
" to be No congregatmn deserves such p
" leadership.-* : '
" Insuchcasesa greenhorn” (what- :
~ ever that is) from the, seminary or
- Bible college: may be put.in. ‘some

chdice assignment at. my own' d:s-

* advantage. When he is, he will.be on-

" trial-<not for a week or two, but for

: rhas entire: mlmstenal life, :
- As he' gains years and, Expenence.r :
.. folk will come to know him' as-a

RLI

chronic-loser or 'a man with a very

“unique ability. It is that factor—~and "
that -alone—-that causes him to be"
‘neglected or assigned. - :

One. need not be a specialist hy

~design. As he goes about his work, .he .

will discover a pccuhar talent. Wil-

liam- Strunk, Jr.; in a texthook for
writers - entitled.. The Elements of
“Style, indicates that it is the way we .
put together the-elements at hand -
that makes a writer “distinctive. Not
every writer.uses every element or:
‘uses given elements'in the same way;
but the way he does it identifies him - .
.- alinost as qurely as his. fingerprint.-

“As we put thu elements of themin- .- " '+
“istry to work, we will be in demand :. ., |
for many - reasons-—or for .only one- - -

reason. .We may- become a umque

~“public-relations-oriented~. pastor, -

remarkable Blble -expositor; we may g
- have. a. special’ approach toward
“youth . pmblemq a wel-developed.

musical talent; or we may bc ssmply
a loving. ahepherd '

The widow of the Tate S H F’Ilmt A
-told me once, “Daddy could preach .
the sweetest funerals you ever heard. . .-
He was much m demand al] the.." e

time.”
Whﬂtever your strong pomt s) de-

-velop them. Take special courses at
- nearby’ colleges and universities and. .
~add to your natural ablhty in that

partlcular ﬁeid

- It is little wonder-that the greatest S
_busmeqq on earth should also be com- .

» petitive for thoseé who manage that -

~province.. ‘There will “always- be: a

- place, no matter the age, for the one”

- who builds a hetter mousetmp You "

" can work effectwely right up to re--

' --‘txrement and after;

+ Tt is* that one Lhmg ‘You. do best” _
. that_keeps you useful. Mostad knew .
‘that. He would have scared a patient
to death had_he been asqlgned to'the -~
penicillin team. But he played a good
‘tuba""___ . :

.‘\.,

The'Pr‘eaqhé_rfs M'aéaiir]e"

A God guided ana!yS|s of our preachmg
: may help us improve our eftectiveness as -
plrrtua! dreﬂclans for the flocks we laed

Preo*chmg Thot Prov:des o

Ww -

Bolcnced Dle’r

ByArthurBrown Jr"'_.":__i- ' o

. Tm-' IMFOR’I."ANCI-. of a balanced dret >

in.the maintenance of physical
well -being is of prime concérn to all.

~ A balanged diet ¢ontains all the food.
. elements needed to keep an average
© .. person in good health. A diet which:
. lacks any of the needed food elements -
may ciuse certain def'cmncy dis-
eases.. Too much of ohe food element.
_‘and not’ ‘enough of another can fesult
“in - serious - chemical-
- which can, if not ‘corrected, - cause

crippling and even- fatal Jllness Over-

~ abundance of any-one of the needed
" food elements will eventually result -
- in -physical’ dxstress of one. kmd or.
- another .
" But. what relatlonshlp has this -
: matter of a balanced diet to the_-'
_ -preachmg of the' gaspel" :
.Jesus was making a serious’ at- °
: tempt to prepare His disciples for the -
.- work ‘which. He was_about to turn
~“over to, them.. He addressed Peter
" with these words, “Simon, ‘son -of.
.donas, ‘lovest thou -me- more. than
* these?.-He saith urito him, Yea, Lord, -
" thou knowest. that '1-love thee. He .

aaith - unto him, . Feed’ my ‘lambs”
(John 21:15).".So stmngly did this

~ divine dxetary - direction .impregs
"~ Peter that, in later years when he be-
" came a. geneml supermtendent and'_

. ' *Pastor,” Firat Church of the anurene Yuungn—_' :
) town. Ohm .
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imbalances:
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was inqtrﬂctin{z the elﬂefs. he ‘basls'ed

- the ‘message on to them, and to us: -
. "“Feed the flock of (‘od which s
“among you” (1 Pet. 5:2). Peter had

caught the vital importance involved

m this matter of feeding the flock.

This feeding of the flock of God'

feqmrcs that we preach ii such o

marner as to provide them with a bal-
‘anced spiritual diet, It would beanin-
terestingand perhaps u.ﬂ,tartlmgstudy :

- if .each of us would -survey the ser- -
~mons we have preached over thepast.
“year. -Perhaps -we - might find the - -

cause of the spiritual “scurvy” or the

N :gospel ‘gout”” with which some of our. . -
" folk are afflicted. Posslbly this ig due . -
to the deficiencies -in the" diat we'

have been feedmg them. Just s cer-’

. tainly as it is necessary.to eat suf-

ficient: amounts of the basic food

elements to maintain physical well-
" being, -so certainly is it necessary
for us to provide a ‘well-balanced -
spifitual diet. for the spiritual well-. -~
" being -of our-people. A God-guided

- analysis .of our preaching, as it re-'
“lates to the spiritual diet of our peo- - -~
~.ple, can help us to prove our effec-. .~

" tiveness as spmtual dieticians, " . - -
John Wesley, in one of his letters - ..
"on’ preaching, said, “But what is_the

stated means of feedmg and comfort- .
ing- believers. . Some - think,. " .
preachlng ‘the law only, : otgh_ers a

."5

11



_ _preached only what he ‘called “Lhe
© gospel”

preachmg the gospel only T thmk

~neither the one nor-the other, ‘hut

duly mixing both 1n every place if

. ngt in every sermon -

It is safe to say that Wes]eV'had
a ‘strong distaste for preachers. who

- rode hobbies, were excessively legal-
-istie, or were soft in their application

of biblical truth. He. expected . his

" preachers to provide @ well-balanced

menu to ‘the flock of God. He force-
fully condemned preachers . ‘who

without mcludln;, ‘the law.”
‘He said of such preachers: “T hey
vitiate their taste’so that they canhot

" relish sound doctrine; and: spml their.
" appetite so that they. ‘cannot -turn it

into nourishment. They, .as it were,

"feed ‘them with sweetmeats, till the
_ -genuine wine of thé kingdom scems .
" quite insipid to. them. - They - give
‘them cordial - upon “cordial : which.
"makes them all life and spirit fer the:

"present but meantime their appetite’

o ruyerfully :
P preachlng diet- and bemg led. of the
-+ Lord? How do we plan for balanced

. preachmg’ ' ’

is destmyed so that they can neither

* - retain nor drgest the pure rmlk ol the
C Word.?'

. What s the reletronshlp between
planming ‘healthy

Somie pasters uhject to the long-
range planning of a: preaclnng pro-

‘gram on the grounds_that it in some
" way limits the. Holy Spirit’s .direc- .’
* - tion. They seem to forget that God's -
-~ .own planning for the salvation “of-

men was ‘not & ‘'spur- :of-the. -mo-

R ‘ment"” msplmtmn "God's plan of re-

_demptron was. 4 step-by-step  pro-.

T ogram . that  was .carried out- untll

" “wheri the fulness of the time was’

- -'come God sent forth his Son.”

- Carry this.a ‘bit further and we dis- -

.~ ‘cover-thé next step in God's redemp-"
tive: plan—"“And ‘when- tl}e day of.

~ Pentecost was fully come .
- ._events were planned by’ God to hap- .

2" These

pen when they happened If God 80 -

) _127 ‘

_wards,

thoroughly planned the redemptwe L
-mission of Christ, and inspired the -
prephets to predict these events Wwith
~.accuracy hundreds efyears preceding

- their fullfillment, it seems-the height

~of folly-fo think He. cannot, or.will
*not, inspire His present- -day preach--
ers to pfepnre a long- range, balanced
- program of preaching. = = - L
Andrew ‘Blackwood -in" The' Grow-;.‘
: mg Minister speaks of Christ's train: -
~ing-of ‘the Twelve in:this way: “In
- the setting: forth lofty ideals He ap-
'proved the faithful steward, or trus- -
* tee, who planped his ‘work wrth care -
‘and . then carried out-His plans with
- Zeal. ‘May He look upon us wlth :

approval! -
G. B, erlmmson

may say bULh a program leaves little

. room for. the. gmdnnce of the Holy.
Spirit in- mukmg, one's -choices.. Of. -
courge such long-range plans must, of - .

: ‘necesqlty, ‘be subject to change; and -
ds.a pastor prepares his sermons, he "

“will find the themes he has chosen to’
be flexible enough:‘to ~admit. the; e
thoughts- -that ‘may . have been in- =~
qplred after’ ‘the outline was made, In. -~

- any case, it is much safer to: make Y
plans and’ change them than it is to - -
~have no plan. and go° ahend with 8% .
‘hit-or-miss prucedure : : o

Following are’ a few suggestrona in
:prepenng a presehing prugram fora. .
: month & quarter, or a year. "~
1, Saturate ‘your:.soul’ in God’ s'_' e
prceence by praying for the guidance, . °
of the Holy Spirit and by living with . . -
- the Word. Andrew Blackwood said, .
“If a ‘man lives with the Masters'.

full, of simple .beauty, and.

preaches from them at tlmee, hewill : .-

hecome like what he loves,”

2. List. the prlmary needq ol" your-
. congregatlon ‘How is their " fmth in .
‘the t:me of trial? Are therr testunon- :
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m hls book_'
Overseers of the Flock gives us some
direction here. He says, “There-are.
~.some who.in a general way chart -
their u)urqes for a full year. Some . .

.‘,i was lunely,

b IS

jes definite ‘ds 'to.entire 93nctifrce-

~.tion? Are they participating in the
_weekly visitation program" Are they
.tlthlng" .

+ 3. Consult ‘the church calendar
~and seek direction for special days.

- John Wesley.instructed his preachers
here—“Everywhere avail yourself of

the great festivals; by préaching on

T the occasion and srngmg theé hymns.”
. 4, Take-much time and many ses-. -
. sions in planning your program..

5. Prepare each sermon to meet a

specific' need. In'the book Heralds of -

God, James-Stewart gives us some
~sound counsel: ‘““Youhave apostolic
- “autherity for endemormg to 'become . .
* all things-to all-men’; bui Paul never
. stiggested that the nght way to do it
. was to pack a little of- everythmg -
Cinto every sermon, mixing your ingre-.
. dlents in order to have somethmg in -

Pastor?

L My home Wwas on the rocks, A
- And you preached on Chiristian -

. marriage,
Bul never came by

- And you preached on the closer” Chnsl ‘
Bul dldn t h;we t:me to- step . ‘

. “We werg, hungry,

And we heard about thc S 000
. But you wercn t near enough to. know

My mother was dymg,
. And you visited the hosprlal

o But furgot our gncf torn home

L lwas gonc, .

And you preachbd "Assernble yaur- -
o selves togciher, )

But nio one ever.came lo see. why [ was

- not there, .

Pastor, 1 love you for your goudness, L
‘And for your helpful sermons, . -

. . Bul l need to feel your loving heart.

: —-Stanlcy Sutter -

*rP 4 Y e aaaay iedea b 4 -
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f describing _an

the dlSl"i for every- palate ” After-_'

of this and a little of that, Stewart -
quotes the closmg line of- the reclpe

_“After mixing well, open a:large wm-
. dow and throw out’the whole mess.’
. He says further, *“To concentrate too
- much into one miscellaneous master-~ -~

piece—whether ‘it’ be.a salad or a
sermon-—ls the: surest way to fail.” =

6. Check -your ‘proposed program

for dletury deﬁclenmeb Be sure o

. include the proteins of the new birth;

the fats and carbohydrates of entire

! sanct:ﬁcatlon the vitamins of love

joy, and’ peace; -the minerals - of theA

works of righteousnéss; and the water B .

of faith to saturate-it all. _
7. Do fiot be afraid to announce =

~-your menu from-time.to time: Aword .,
of caution here—when you unnounce S
: .steek do not ‘provide-hash.- -

The appeal here, my fellow preuch

~--erg,-is not for a cold, . preplanned -
" preaching’ program -which results in.
L spmtual paralysis;
- rather -for a Holy Spu‘rt -saturated - .
preaching . prograni - which: will prePi'_

The appeal. is |

vide & balanced spiritual:diet. It is

.~ for a preéaching program-that.will @ -
" “feed the flock of God” and’ strength
en the shepherd who feeds. . -

Perhaps .serious consideration in .

. " this area might .¢cure much of the . *
_.after-Sunday-school “eéxodusitis™

which plagues many of our churches, -

- In "an effort to justify her absence.’ .
from the preaching services of her .-
*. church, a lady was heard to say, ]~
“know whut he is gomg to say before =
This is an unatceptable
eXcuse, to be sure; but preaching that

he says. it.”

provides - a balanced dief might

"change her attitude and that of many -
. others who look to us for- spmtual -

food:. .
The balenced -diet of a good

- .preachmg program is well illustrated
- in ‘these words from the Psalmist: -
‘ _“The law ef the Lord ig perfect con=' -

TR

_ eéighteenth-century -
recipe for a salad including a pinch -
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vertmg the soul the testimony of the

- Lord is sure, making wise the simple.
"I‘he_ statutes - -of the Lord are right,

rejoicing the heart: the. command- .
. ment of the Lord is pure, enhghten-

~_ing the eyes. The fear of the Lord is -

. clean, enduring for ever: thé,jﬁdgx

ments of the Lord are true and righ-

‘teous altogether. More to be desired .
are they than gold, yea, than much
fine gold: sweeter also than honéy -

and the honeycomb” (19 7- 10)

The Lord Does Care'

By ArthurJ Stott* %

HEN: ONE BEGINS. A CAREER of a_ny'

.- kind, the thoughts of where
~and how"it will end are far removed
. from the mind. As the years go by, it”
comies’ more and more to the fore-:

front. Then as the realization ‘comes

" that it is not too far-off, the questlom
: hegm to come thick and fast, .
“Where. should I think of settling:
"."dewn? - What should ‘I plan to do?.
" How will-1 make a living?
" For us“that time has .come,’ We
- 'have faced all the .questions. For
more, than a year before it became -
"a-reality, Mrs. Stott and I knelt at
the altar in the.church once a week -
. to seek for God's guidance. We had: -
" to-be sure that’ we would do- -what

He wanted of-us.’
- One by -one. doors opened where

. there had seemed té be no door, It all .
" began as we were first sdeking for

" His will. It was a' simple—yst pro-.
found—-poem in the Standard. It :
.~ bore the title “He Will Work It Out. ne

" :We took-this for His assurance. . .
Today we can sny that God has notu

'Reured mmuler Goldendale Wusb

R ZEE

~

: fulled We have a lovely ‘home wlth SR
financial arrangements that we can
‘handle:; There were times when we: .
were puzzled, but we found the words. -
-of .the prophet Habakkuk to be true .-

L in. this our- day He wrote,: “Though;
it tarry, wait- for it; ‘because it ‘will
" Surely come, it wﬂi not tarry [w111 not' o

be late]” (2:3).
God has not been late Ji ust at the

- time when something was needed, or . .
- had to be done, it was brought about o
" Surely it is a wonderful thing to :
“serve a_God like that. Has.He not -~~~
_,,'pmmlsed never-to leave us or forsake
us? It is true! He iwants to help us if
we will but’ turn everythmg over to . .-
‘Him. “The eyes of the Lord run to: . *
“.-and fro_ throughout the whole earth, - :
1o shew himself 'strong in the hehalf

of them whosé heart is perfect toward

him™ (2 Chron.-16:9). ‘Let Him gulde - )
and direct our lives. Walk in thehght.- S
-a8 He sheds. it on our path. - o
- At this point we can but echo the o
. words of the Psalmist when he wrote, .. -
“Bless the Lord, O my soul: and-all..
- that -is within: me, bless hlB hoiy L

: 'name" (103 1) g

The Prem:her s Mﬂgaz(ne_:'

John Wesley

. on the Observance of Commumon

By Donald Woodl n

OHN WESLEY has a sermon entitied
. “The Daty of Constan{’ Com-
_ munion.”  In: this
L .-preﬂched about 1733, but still be- -
.. leved .in 1788 accdrding to Wesléy's

sermon, - first

- personal note, Wesley makes his first .

T
-+ duty'of every Christian to receive the-‘

point, "I am to show that it is the .

B Lm'd's Supper as often-as he-can. -

. “The first reason why it is the duty.
' -.-.of every Christian soto do is, because

it is a plain command-of Christ. That

-this is his, command appears from
~ -the words of the text ‘Do this m re- .
‘membrance of - ‘me.’ '

““A second.reason -

" to all that do'it in obedience to him;

viz., the forgweneSS ‘of our past sins, .
‘the present  strengtheéning. and rc-

‘Septamber, 1975

freshing of our souls. .

“The . grace of God gwen herem
fcon_flrms to us’the pardon of our sins-

- and enables us to leave them. As our
"-_ hodies are strengthened by breud and -
:© “wine, so are our souls by these tokens
. of the body and blood of Christ. . Ces

' This is the true rile; So often are we .

'Pustur, Fln}th Wcsl'eypn Church, Greensborn, N.C.

LT

. PR ¥ because'
* the benefits of dmng it are so ‘great. .-

to receive as.God gives us opportin-

. ity' Whoever, therefore, does not re- "
«ceive, but goes. from the holy. table,
when all things are. prepared, either ..

~.does not-understand his duty, or does

L

not care for _the ‘dying command of."-'--‘ .

+his Saviour, the forgiveness of his @ -

‘sins, the strengthening of his. soul,

-and the refreshlng it thh the hope of
- glory. | o

any love of his own,soul, obey God,

and consult the good of his-own soul, -~

. by commiunicating every time he .

- can; like the first Christians,. wnth Ll

whom_ the Christian Sacrifice was o’

_'constnnt part of the Lord's day ser: ~
vice. And for several cénturies they -

. réceived it aliost every day: Four -

- times a week always cand every:

{%ccordmgiy,-_‘- :

. those that joined in the prayers of the-

- faithful never failed to partake of the -
blessed sacrament, -What “opinion .
_they had of any who turned his ‘back

- upon . it, we may learn from that
ancient canon: ‘If any believer joinin. -
the prayers of the faithful, and go ..~ .

‘Saint's . day “besidé.

- “Let e'very one, therefore, who has
. either ghy: desire to please God, or

5
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‘away without receiving the Lord's -

-Supper, let him be excommunicated,

- prayer.

a8 bringing’ confu‘non into the Church i
- of God.” . :
- “It is highly. cxpedlenl. for those .

who purpose to -receive this, when-
ever their time will permit, to pre-

‘pare. themselves for .this solemn or-

dinance ‘by selfexamlnatmn and

This is, First, a full parpose of heart

Soto. keep all - the commandments. of
", '‘God; and- Secondly, a qmcere destrel"

- to receive all his promises.”

" Inthe qecond part of his sermon,
Wesley replies. to. frequentiy voiced -

-‘objections to comtunt Communiori.

T

© - judge,”

.. Read this sermon in’ ltq entlrety, if .
possrble ' :
- And now a word to pastorq who '
*_ claim to follow the Blble and Wesley..
How . frequently -do “you offer -this
" menns of grace to those undér your
. care? Are you encouru‘g_ing " them-
. . regularly to disobey God’s Word and -~

©a.Wesleyan emphasis by your own; -
‘neglect? s observunce of the Lord’s
Supper once a quarter actual obedi-
_ence to Jesus’ intent or to Wesley's
i - | The.. Wesleyan . -Disci-
-pline, 1972, 294:6 st'ate.s that the ob-

direction?

servance must ‘be .

. But thig. is "not- al)qoiutely " ‘
' ..necessdary. And when' we have not .
time for it,”we should’ see. that wé
- have the habitual prepnmtmn which .
. s absolutely ‘riecessary, ‘and can
never be dispensed with on_ any |
account 0L any -gccasion wlmtevcr -

e Eas yto Feed
e a Pr_each'e_rfs Ego . = -

L

l)l.nr Son ‘ : ‘
-1 wlll Thave to ndmlt that l am ‘pro-

: voked Two llmch we ealled lom Joss

sop to our church, and once 'we flew

“him on-ii for an interview nt consider- .
- able expense, 1 understand that he ,IMIH;‘-
.enjoyed numierous other ealls S
We are-pléased hy: his success. That *
~|s the reason we culled him, bt I am o
huvmg a difficult time. forgiving him
Cthe six Wecks wasted hme “for our 5

church. -

You would tlunk tlmt a prcacher g
_would know his own mind. If he is. = .
‘satisficd where he is, it should not take -
"him long to say no, If he s in'a quan- S

dary as to whit his feadings are; we

- will’ be patient with him. But“for him .
_ lotime and: time again cunslder. recan- ;
- aider, and pendcr says 1o me that he is
"l'ccdlng his own ego.” And hereis oite ..
‘ "iaymnn that 8 dmturbed Ged help hlm Cm
) “at least- every . - .
. three months.” i There is; I would
implicit’ encouragement” to :
observe - it .more_ frequently. Some
churches phserve. this  sacrament
0 monthly ~—Comment by, Assocmte
"~ Editor George E. Failing.] .~ . -

.. Historically the two signs of the
o fChurc‘h of ,Jesus Christ have been the -
.. preaching of the Word and. the ad-
. ministration of the sacraments. Does
' your own local church demonstrate
*- . ‘these two signs? If not, whatever else o
it ns, is |t the Church" .

and me! .

Well, qur new mnn lmd an answerin -
three days. He is excited .about the' )
N proqpe(.l ofcormng nnd is contagious in -
his enthusmsm. He 'will: make the move '

08 quickly as- posslble
. Cnme and see us soon!

T
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Take Tlme to Be Holy

FOF{

r PASTOHS
-.and LOCAL -
- CHURCH -
LEADEF{S

EARL C WOLF Execuhvé‘Drrccror :
DON WILPE, Of!ice Eduwr . '

R E STANLEY JONES in h;s Iatest and fmal book .

entltled The ' Divine Yes, gave the following dis-

- closure of his own personal devational habits..“Dur- " |
ing the years it has been my practice to read fromthe |

. Bible daily. It has been more than reading. Quite .

llterally, it has been to ‘read, mark, learn, and inward-
Iy digest” the subject - matter “Amon

“which: 1 attended was, the: msnstence onalife of devo-
“tion; There; long ago, “the: habit of. devotlon—-—ap-

‘the .many " . .
- legacies .left.me by- ‘the 'small, ‘evange |cal college -

proxtmately two hours. a’ day of Bible study and '.

“prayer—was fixed. To this, maturity and refinement—

. the habit of listening to the Inner Voice as.well as =~
speakmg durlng prayér—have been.added. If | have '

had a secret weapon, this has been it’* (p.-23).

A" preacher friend: who has. been’ smgularly_j.‘.-.': :
blessed and used-of the Lord across the years as pas- " -
.-tor, evangelist;: and: able administrator, shared. with. -

me that it has been his practice from the time he was

“sanctified whally to spend at least one hour each day,' '

~in prayer, Bible reading, and waiting before-the Lord. -

He added that this daily devotlonal t:me has been the“ -

secret of his spiritual life,.

“Here we see the key elements of the holy Irfe re-:
vea}ed through each of these testxmonles——the Blble,
prayer readlng, and trme. S
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“or may not bring one into God’s presence: But every- :
: one needs fixed patterns and time for personal de- -
... votions, for it does take time to develop and:maintain
~ . a holy life. There is no more rewarding spiritual exer- -

Perhaps no one .can adequate!y pray by the.‘f"- '

clock, for to pray for justa certain period of time may

-cise than the use of time, preferably early in the day,

“ng ’ L

When ynu change address fill in the r'orrn befow and marl to the Gen era! Secremrv, A

Formef’Address K

lermer'Chu‘n{h -

A holy life is every preacher 5 badge of authonty,fi‘- |

o read the Word and wait in God’s presence. We will S
- be- stronger sprrrtually and hoJIer‘ persons by so do- - . .

‘-and his shield of protection for living pure in a sinful-

ly stained world. More than that, a holy. life of de-

votement to’ Christ will keep fresh the flavor and ™
romance of the ministry.in the-preacher’s heart. And .

‘we need this to save us‘from the temptation of dis-

couragement.and against the danger to become cold |

.'and‘profesmonal in_our ministry,

Take time’ today and every day to be holy' " ‘ |

CHANGE OF ADDRESS FORM

PASTORHa Servicu to You

.-' lliName l . L B . '-D,eie r.Jf.‘_Ch’_ange_rr : .
- Neyv Ad'dresi.‘i . .
T Name of Ch-u.rr:h : ' T _di"s}r'ir:::"-'.r- :
. l.New Posmon Pnstdr ( Evang ( ) Olher . ‘

- All officml records at Headquarters and penodlcals checked beiow wrl‘f be changed

~from this ang notification,

' Chigtk:  ““Herald of Holmess‘"__.(l‘_ I "World‘Missio,n"'_ ()i “Preacher’s Magozine (

'. OIher

']I;

T

' (Cllp and send to lha General Secrmary, 6401 The Puseo Kansas Cnv, Mo 64131 ) S

! Ages 2 and 3

~ CHURCH SCHOOLS |

/' NOW AVAILABLE
FOR.THE FIRST TIME! "

o NEWS -
| .Mu}m ER CURIICUL UM

A comp!ete and’ c!ose!y

- - graded, Bible-centered
,-'currrcufum for: grades 3
"'and 4 |

Q;W Hﬁi CHiLis K%’;'
' “*aUNﬂﬁrY SCH
CHHE Vﬂ{“’ i

NURSERY-
for

< N m’er; o
OOt
EST

l. Order wd.‘ry from lhe NAZARENE UBLISHING HOUSE
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 Churcp™® may.be avaifable ‘fo; yace -

te'évﬁiolﬁ'o'ffér}"- ) L DI R
Bilitin s ¢ - ! A Sma" : . e T .
. bilities for Church outreach, if. ;:u?;?::: R

L ButGod also wants our talent: .nf:imel_y,.-any nfxtugal:'
-, ability, endowment, power, Qg-'.potoa:q‘tla_l'..ciﬂw-nne'ly g;vtetn;._.
' Paul putit squarely to the Cormt.hla_ns in“his f:;‘st 3 er:
- “Who makes you, my friend, so important? W at ﬁ 5
your possess that was not given you? If then you really -

| - received it all'as a

~.* - That individua was. ri
- life simply cannat be built
|}, people!” And again, “When
7 cither God gets a parther-or
- Jesus’ supreme: illustration o
- a.poor-widow. who gave her

. would join His hong '

H

e c‘_nmsr_mN sm'v

gift, why take the credit'to yourself?” |

ght-who said, “The Christian *
upon the sacrifices of other =
a man.cornes itito money,
man loses his soul.” But.. - [
f“plus giving” came from . §
all (Mark 12:41-44). Who = -

rroll in'the tﬁwent_ieth'clen'tury?.. L
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Vo 142 - Graduates . o Sy Ce T
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E - "Among our graduates are;
i 16 Pastors - - R R
3. - Christian Educators T LI
"4 . - Ministers of Music T

07 J“,
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" Nazarene Bible College |
.-~ iColorado Springs’
ERER Colo’radq‘ :

e g
W
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{3,212 churches par.tiCipat'éd SR

| %il the EVANGELIZED becomes ‘the EVAN-

EVANGELISM

" Ovet 98 percent of the Church of the . = "
. Nazarene is: made up of laymen. They: -
. represent our most strategic resource for -
“ evangelism.. However; they must be giv-
en the'opportunity?f_q_r-‘tra‘ining;C_ont'act o
. your district director of evangelism for. -
‘suggesfions:. LT

" «The task ‘of '_IEVéIfl'ge,l'.S.m.-iS. npt'_cbmpléte un-

U GELIST.” -

© johnLiKnight -




. HOME MISSIONS -

) prlce of land lately? '

_'-:_-'You have |f you .are.a hoole

- place to bu:ld
.‘il'You ‘re nght—land .costs are |

' Contrlbutlons to L.A.N.D.S. -ar‘e .
needed now more than ever '

" new Nazarene churches. YOUR CHURCH ' R
. L.AN:D.S. Send check payable to

and. deSIgnate it for L.AN.D.S.. Your _
. .church will receive 10 percent miissionary

e

*An Approved
10 Percent
Speaal

Have you checked the; -- :a) A

mission pastor seeking a ., '

[T

high and going higher.

j "I. A N.D. S grants are matchlng grahls
with districts.to purchase sites for

“CAN HELP by sending a contribution to .-

. Dr. Norman O. Miller, general treasurer,

'rgwmg credlt for L. A N D S contnbutlons. i

“ Transiated and ed:ted by

. .i - A Resource Treasure for Your Personal 'L';bfary S

WILUAM WHISTON s

: '_The standard Engllsh

. translation. | «Volume Set

" ,:More than 2,100 pages 7

" board binding.

- Nationally advertised
at $29.95

.. Special NPH Price-

._Introdu‘ctnon.-by‘__ ,f :
_Ch'arles F. Pfeiffe'r:

~ Strong,. beautlful
"i bmdlngs ‘

.,‘

- 'A‘n }x;r_r_:f'a_z'ihg_offe'r', for a L;mited.i_rﬁikhé.{,. S

ﬂ‘- v
Classic degign, hard- T

T Includes a comprehenswe hlstory of the lew15h people from the begm« e

‘- nings of Old Testament history through the comp!ete suppress:on of the.; . -
. Jews by thée iron hand.of Rome in A.D. 73. .
v The. writings of Flavius ]osephus the pnme source of: tntertestamental s
=+ history; will always retain their classic position in biblical studiesas oneof . - -
+ -the most dramatic accounts of all the annals of history:” ,
. ‘Josephus ' recorded his,’ explosive, eyewilness, experiences Wlthln the
.- . tumultuous period in which he lived. He was no recluse. He was'a Jewish
. '_'prlest Pharisee, soldier, mihtary strategist, statesman, Roman citizen, and
-, historian., He ‘was born in Jerusalem and he died in Rome. A scholarly‘

-Jew, he was at home in the. secuiar Roman world , . :

e

R

" NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE * Post Office Box 527,:Ka.nsesl-Cii):fiMissourl’ sa141
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CHURCHWIDE ATTENDANCECAMPAIGN

‘.-:-""_SEPt 28 Touch FAMIUES Ocl 19 Touch AT SCHOOL and WORK
G '._oct 12 Touch NEIGHBORS Nov 2 - Touch ALL FOR CHRIST | SEEH EEEERNE

L six B’Cweekso“al’me"'“““on .
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PENSIONS & BENEVOLENCE

Only 15 years of full time sefvice are ."..
““now required: to ‘be eligible. for the -

+ “'Basic"’ Pension. The prerequisite of -
20 years of full-time_ministerial ser-"

7w ZZ ZL/
'® g

T vice requlred to receive a -‘'Basic”

. - -Pension has been lowered. Thisis the -
“result. of a-decision of the Genera|' -

: Board

i Today an ordained mmister at age 65_ .
-who has asked for retirement relation- * -
and who has as little as 15 years of full- .
... time service maycapply for a ”Basuc -
;- Pension. .

6t

ﬁﬁme

| G lft Ann'ulty')

o DIV Df ‘
.+ "Life Income Glfls
& Bequus(s ST

64131

" - You need to receive a regular, ‘continuing income9
-Gift annumes may be just the answer if you're .

receive tax deductions on a portion of your gift

o write for thts easy-to-understand booklet. e

. ’r \\ " Take a.',w:iee!o.dk ah'ea-d‘:-f- . |

' LIFE INCOME

You desire to give to the work of vour church? .

of near-retirement age: Payments are guaranteed
The amounts never decrease or fluctuate. You -

and of your payments. For further mformatnon,

T

¥ ooanneD - |,
GIVING .
PROGRAMS
o ‘Reu Crew- ] 4T
" -Please send me wnthout charge —
.-or ‘obligation a capy of - L
Gwmg Through Glft Annumes. e

-Reu Crew o S
.- Please send me wlthout charge o T
or obligation a copy of

CAtin: : .
Riv Robrt W me.) G:umg Through Gift Annultles :
CHURCH OF THE =~ mr Co

© NAZARENE .. = . - Meo '
“6401 The Paseor . ,A(;ZZ-S‘S - _
"Kansas Cily; Mo. S -
City-
Stale. o LT g

.Birth'[)ate_, Iel :

T oM
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The Budget for the Department of World MISSIOHS from
Genera! ‘Budget giving for 1975'is $6,773,330. |

v Here i$ how the Department; of: World Mlss;ons
s usmg the. General Budget dollars it recelves in”
1975 L R

@ 46 5% Fleld Budgets

X \
) .
. : «
BN
.
A N

5% Mlscellaneous Other Expenses t_.f% o

_- 40% Fleld related Operatlons & Mlssmnary Beneflts |
16N

o _"cli‘_"/b"(')ifi"ce --Admil'r_‘lis'tfétibn i; L

"}"9% Program Allocationss, .- |

A 2

wo,

~~ WORLD MISSIONS

I ;’Alabaster .

R A'ppr'ovéd_ Speci_al_;.

.M|55|onary Deputauon :
Offerm{,s

- -Estates and Annuities

: ) -'_‘Miséi‘c}nafy:ﬁa'di_o =

- All"World ‘Mission special funds.received du'ring 1975 will.
-also be administered from the 4 percent office administra-
_tion allocated from the General’ Budget. This makes it pos-
- sible’for all Alabaster and special funds to go: 100 percent for -
- .the project desngnated by ‘the donor. In 1974 a-total of :
?3 133, 259 72 in spemal funds was recewed and dtsbursed as
- ollows s

$1 195 764 04—~Sent 100 percem to lhe field for ..
- chapels, clinics, land, Bible
" school buildings, pastors” and
and missionary homes, etc.” -
.- Ninety percent World’ Mlssmn
.~ fields, 10 percenl Home Mis-
~'510n S -

$ 906 655. S1-—U5ed 100 percent on the fleld as -
. mdlcated by donor.

$ 729 029 47——Used 100 percem as md:catcd
by ‘missionaries for deputation .

© travel-expense, equipment for:

L - the field, and $200 per month -
o per couple suppiementary sala- .

. 'ry while on furlouz,h

$ 167, 332 43"“1—]5‘3‘3 100 percent as mdlCated‘*'{;f.
by dOnor : N e

L K3 134 478 27—Used 100 percem for radno mm-.”'
B |slry : ‘

[

_‘ For mformanon concernlng Alabaster, Approved Specmls'
~or 10 Percent Gw:ng for 1975 please wrlte or caI!

1

oo Rev.James Hudson
Lo T L 76401 The Paseo

oo =] Kansas City, Mo, 64131
. Phone: 816-333-7000-

. 160



- Do your part

to help your d:strrct reach 1ts goalf

LR S Idaho- Oregon . Washi'hgtoﬁ" )
. Nebraska =~ . lliinois K
- New England- .~ Joplin

. S .- Michigan .~ .~ Gegrgia -
- Akron © -~ . .. -Northwest: - . Hawaii

- Ir_'Canada Atlantic ~ - . .Philadelphia_ . . . Pntsburgh

et s vttt 1 e et = it 7 s

. Maine - o .'Canada Pacmc '

. Arizena ' © '"'V',.Or'egon Pacific’ '~ Los Angelés. - .

e e e W e e

Do it i “to L
help your dnstrlct reach |ts goal'

-‘:."?.-.‘ﬁ:f-jsl% l-'_?-i‘i”i_: nibse (q i: 3 mmua 1 Y STt 'f_%'}_';_;'r’;;}-!;'
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SV L STEWARDSHIP

E -
- :

HAVING PROBI_EMS
DECIDING WHAT TO DO
ON I.AYMEN’S SUNDAY?

f "..j;__WHY NOT CHECK TH
T LAYMEN'S SUNDAY
~ BROCHURE IN YOUR -

L KIT?

DON’T BE. TEMPTED TO OVERLOOK OR .
UNDERESTIMATE ANYONE EVERY LAYMAN
IS IMPORTANT' SO o |

E

1975- 76_ STEWARDSHIP

Ll

R
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—_‘Seoul Korea

YOUTH .

: Far East Nazarene Serwcemen S Retreat

‘September 12-14, 1975
_Eighth U.S. Army Retreat Center

..'.B \dlt\

o . h“e' Suppot

gwnh A‘ab"s‘et -

W ol‘kc's -

- NAZARENE WORLD MISSIONARY. SOCIETY .

. (_‘crnq.me

1 - Edsrer&

h Ankeirss '
ks&m"g Offcrmgs

" ‘ B Na“gna\

Dr. Eugene L Stowe,
Guest Speaker

. o PR A . R Mem()n :
ST ) N e T aln ol
1’ e S TR AR I Med'f-"A id & c.-::;g(o, '

.' _' ;Chaplam David K Bon R TR o REEICE R RN ER f-:‘.

and oo

| "\Chaplaln Curtis Bowers

COOl‘dlﬂatOrS - --Oetober 19 1975 is NWMS f‘\nnwersary Sunday

T S ,On the lorueth annlversary, a ;,enerous offenn[, 10 open New. Gumul was' '

N T L [ o - . recewcd

i Qn the fmmlh annlversary, anolher l,enuous of!enng for buuldung, a hospltal '

- 7. in New Guinea was received. Col

.. On this sixticth anniversary, the NWMS is joining wnh the General Sleward- SR

" - ship Commission in special promotion of the 1975 Thanksgiving Ot!‘ering_ L
- —this portion of the General Budget, which is so vital 1o Nazarene mis- .

“sions outreach—waorldwide. We\know you will want to- [,we lhts Sundayf
 much: prayerful consideration in your local church. S

Servncemen S Retreat
' ‘Here a few su;,g,csuons you might like 10 consider:

November 10 14 1975 _ -
L T, Preach a missionary message—pne that is burning in your own heart, | - -
General Wa“(er HOtel ] o 0 .2 Setyour local Th.mksl,:vm;, g,oa[ (ThL all Lhurch g,oaiwnil be prmled as.

2o S _.s,oonasntssel)

BerChtesgaden, Germany f: oo 3. Presenta plan- forlhle reachm;, of that }.,().l'

‘s:;,,.;._’ g European Nazarene

/

:
5
!
4
5

'.

4
T

. Be sure each age-group is included in, lhIS plan For mmnce you -

o R “could challenge each ap;e-group:o p,lveln muhlpILsofGO, auordm}, to .-
o M‘;‘._ ST e T N ‘-thmrab:hty%-farth e S S
Dr. Edward Lawlor, S T TS DRI N . Cpn T e
T e S T P 60Tens-__ _— '$60_0.00 R 3 Co ‘;

Guest Speaker Y o7 T eDFivest So300000 0 0w

T 60Twos . i 12000 o T

60O0nes . . . . 6000 - o0

- 60 Halves ~ 0 T 730,00
o 60 Quarters: -7 o, 1500 -
- 60Djmes . - . 600

|
I S Chaplam Kenneth B Clements, SR
j' | Coordmator

im0 . s 5

I P S e ~.7"1 LET'S MAKE-THIS ANNIVERSARY DAY EXCITING AND CHALLENGING! ~ *
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_Elghteen anraclweiy desugned bookiets on many o
aspects of Christian living. Excellem for pastorsand -
Christian workers to give to.lhose with specific -
; _problems Appropraate lo piace ina pubhc titerature.

© rack. - : .
Subjects have been thoughllulty and- clearly pre-

sented with limely advice true to the Bible and the.

:, €hurch. Pocket -size, 3‘/2 x 6. Paper

PR

T

- NOW HERE rs voun CHURCH Snruce
NOW THAT BEREA VEMENI’ HAS COME Slrﬂng
NOW THAT JLLNESS HAS COME Grosse -
. NOW THA TRETJHEMENI’ H.gs COME M. Lunn
- NOW. THM‘ FROUBLE HAS COME WQrdsworlh B
NOW THAT YOU'RE PARENTS. Wall .~

NOW THAT YOU.RE PLANNING MARRIAGE; Arrlnld . J

NOW THAT YOU'RE S_ANCUF!ED Dirkse
NOW THAT YOLI'AE SAVED, Ritley -

: TEEN AGER, You CAN BE A cnmsrmu roo Marhn
. YOU CAN BE A BETTER ALTAR wonxen Oko.
: YOU CAN-BE A HAPPY SHUT-IN, Pack
- YOU CAN BE SANCTIFIED WHOLLY. Piice
' YOU'CAN BE SAVED. Peishall s
" YOU CAN BREAK THAT WAGIT, Cadd

You CAN HA V'E DOLLAFIS AHD SENSE Ml"ﬁl E

- vou c»m Quirt SMOKJNG Shnvar )
L i you NEEDA FAMILY ALTAR, gray

35(: eﬂch 12 for 33 50

Keep a suppiy on hand ready fo use whenever the occasion arises

I3

_NA;ABENE'PUBIVLISHINAG'HOUSE’ . Bo_;_sar._Kéqéus thy'.'Mjssuori e41‘4;. -
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GUIDELINES

for a Young Pos’ror

' I)hM{ [)AVII)

Thnnk you for your note, and Lon-’
.‘,;,ratulotlons on }_,omg mto your ﬁrst

pastorate.

You ask some pretty blg questlons' ,
" abont some -guidelines as. you step

into a new postorate so, therefore,

Plljust gwe you a few:
“1. Be an’ eorlv riser. 1 have, (‘ound_'
this tremondously helpfulin all of my =
ministry. 'Be up to ‘have_your own

personal dv’.,VOthﬂ'i. Meet: God first,

and then. you re reudy for. your own_ »
_.qchcdule

1 assume you 're mamed thm

. means that “you will have to: make’
your. choice as_to where you. will
study, . either - at -home or at ‘the
church. 1 have done both; but now,. -
‘with my l"amlly apd: thldren gone,’

[ find it. more effective to study: at

- _home And- yet that cduld be ather-
. wise with you. T have suggested, and
I've seen it work that for.a pastor

who wants to get his qtudymg in and

do it effectively, it would be good to.
" g0 to the town library, where he can’,
- be qmet -and ‘alone. If.your people
. know, your-schedul¢ and' have seen
. results from it,-they'will not object'to -
" your giving: yoursell time for study. .
Pm aemlmmg that you're piving your

mornings until -noon in concentra-

*_tion, study, and prepamtlon for._

preachmg , :
A good rule to follow for your- ﬁrst

" year of your pastorate is to preach the-
o r._Word and-love the people, Don’t go
. in.with_any ideas of changing. any-
' thmg that was. done ‘before. Be a

[

**Uned with permiasion o!‘l‘nslnr Lee,

o Sep_terober; 1975

) person (,entered pastor -
9. The number two priority oh my " -: .
; personul list is to visit those who-are

ill. ' And this would mean, of course,
thuse.in the hospital. I've found it
very effective, and a meﬂnlngful pro-
ject of my life to—as far as possible

- —vigit and pray, ‘with. those having
-gurgery, one hour- before they aré due
‘Ao leave thelr hospital room for sur- . .

gery—-before the ‘sedation. is given

even.. Your- visit would be only for . .
‘about three minutes as you give a
;'._word of seripture and a.-word of

priyer; but it's forever meomngful in"

the life of a patient, und l‘or me. ns )
. very satisfying.

3. Then, if you- have a family,

make sure you don’t néglect them as ‘
“you work head -over heels in the
" church. Have.a relaxod “happy fam:, -
“ily life. Otherwise your wife will feel : .

1hat the church robs her of all Lhat
she haq a right-to feel. -

4. I have no idea of the size of the' -
" church you- are going to, but I will
- assume that you. would ;be able to

visit in the homes of the people and‘

_make it meaningful. ‘Just one slight,
-small tip would be—don't become
" the property of any one couple’or one.

person or one group in your church:

"Be pastor:to the wholé group. Thisis
'eepecmlly 1mportant for -a’ young

man,
Well I've covered a b)t of terntory,. ‘
Dov1d God-bless you. Above every-’

" thing’ else, keep- holding on. Den’t

run; take one step more for a wonder- h

ful yenr . :

Yo_urs in Hlm, T
Earl Gplee

7L
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e -pnstiu.'(:riu}ch of the Nuzarene, Rockdale, Tex.”

) _The secret for Iiberétioh of the'laity
" is found in a phllosophy of “everybody
-_everywhere every day » -

Pastor Jones Superstar

‘EET PastoR Jongs, “Superstar.
He can p'reach counsel, ad-

: mlmstrate and raise the budget As
- a scholar he surpasses many seémin- .

ary-professors, and he is a master of

. the king’s English. He Kandles the . -
'.:\Sunday ‘morning .service as well as
_ any quizmaster on TV, and carries -
"with: him the charisma ‘of a statés-
-mar. His wit'and keen mind keep "
~him in constant demand at civil and _
social ‘functions, not to mention his
~-notoriety throughout hn, denomma-
“tion,” -

To know him is to admlre hlm and-

~ most of us sécretely wish we were in. ;

his shoes—not to mention his parson-

.. age! His church, of .course; is proud,

- and counts itself fertunate for not *

7 many congregatmm, can’ boast such .
~-talent.  But there: is- one. problem.

- There aren’t enough superstars: and’

.. by now, most denominations have

- 'dlscovered you cannot operate .the =
.- .. "church with superstars. Thank God’
" for the ones there are, but there sim-

_-ply aren’t.enough. But then, maybe .

‘God never mtended that there qhould

be

[

ay Mlchael Sellars _

If thls is so, then semethmg ls'
--wrong. with’ our” -basic .concept of-
. the ministry. Take Pastor Jones's -
* church. There is Ted A: He is an
: accountq executive of several large

Al

A

corporations, It seems. evervthmg he
"-touches turns to - money.- He hag o

gift . of putting things’ together that
make. money. But he teaches j _]unlor

.-bays’ -class in Sunday school.’ RS
Or take Bill and Agnes. They huve o

an ' exceptmnﬂl" child, Of course

‘they know other couples with the
“same_hurt. But the only ‘ministry

they have is to sing in the chair,

we_ have 20 or 30 ushers, things get a

. little out-of hand. One of the things - . :
“that’ constantly. escapes us is that no
‘one is excused ar’ exempt fmm the o

ministry. No one!

Now if ‘all are ministers, whut ig .
the function and role of ‘the pastor?. -
- One has likened him to that of the
‘ :playmg eoach ‘He does not play for’

_ -Why hasn't someone suggested -
‘that Ted A, take his financial geniiis -
.and turn ‘it into a mmrstry for the T
. glory ‘of God? 1 wonder if -Bil} and< . .
_ Agnes have ever thought that little .
“Andy and- his problem- might be a. -
point of identity with :somé’ other.
. ‘eouple with similar’ circumstances? =
-The. truth is that we have misun-
. derstood God’s plan for the ministry. - - -
The New Testament demands that - -
_each believer is called to'a partlcular‘ .
ministry {1 Corinthians 12).. In its
‘pure .form, to minister means to . |
serve. For too many years, to. minis-"
‘tef as a. Jayman-has meant to. pér- "
,forrn chores around the church. After, -

' The Preacher 5 Magazme :

S T 1 o A 7t 1

. -‘l

,mivnietry it--is).

them but rather teeches them. and s A

then joins them: on the field.

What would the church be like rf
the pastor was not expected to be a,
_superstar? What if the sole function
of the pastor was to équip the peeple

" for their ministries? See him 4s he

forsukes his mimeograph machine
and stencrlb (leaving it to- those whose
‘Watch him-as ‘he .

- teaches,’ preeches

" involved in-their ministry. Some in

~tered abroad . .

- philosophy was

~'the ghetto, some amang the happreb,
'some among the doctors and lawyers,
but all in direct’ spiritual ministries.

_ Could. it-éver be that _wuy" Hua it

jever heen that way"

We need. not'laok further thzm thee. o
: :New’ Testament. “Every member in-

volvement’ was more than a slogan-

B ‘to the Early Church: Logk closely -at

Acts 8:1,

were: scattered abroad ~went. every

- where preachmg the word.” Their
everyhedy, every- -

where; every day.” There is-the se-

. “cret—the l1berauon of the laity.

Obviously. we are far from: this - '
_-patterni; and-to move néarer, mnny .
"+ things'must change:-

First, the “spectator”

mmlstry

- Second, we must remember that -
‘ the present division between the cler- -
. gy -and laity is deeply. entrenched,
- 'ond greatly enjoyed. I{ is easy for-
" “laymen to hire someone to do their -

religion. for them. On the other hand,
it'is equally enjoyable for many cler-
gymen {o carry about the counterfert

- .status it gives.them. (“The Reverend -

Mr. Jones"). ‘Paul’s instruetion to
Archippus is our commission too—

“Take heed to the ministry which =
- thou® hast received in-the Lord that;
" thou' fulﬁl 1t“ (Col 4 17)

Suplember. 1975

and ~organizes
study groups—groups that are scat- - -
- tered. here and there, each actweiy

. concept of
© the laity must go, for all qre in the‘

S

P . P ._719l<7‘-

Seven Day Week

lf 1 had ‘a horse,

[ wouldn’t work him

* Every day. _ L

‘Once a week. . SR

1'd turn himout. - - o
A horse should have h:s day

l]ustcantdmt N
- For myself, it seems; - R
- Someway. X =
- Every week:
I say Lwill, - -
Bul never fmd the way

Nuw it's Friday mght R
L And I'm not through -~ "
No way. o
- _I'vé missed Your plan, .
Depended on myself.

T Forgwc me, Lord Ipray
“Andl they were all scat- - - "
. except the apos- . -
tles.” Nowv. 4; “Therefore they that

. It s lack of p]annmg,

, And of fa:th that l e

“o+ - Display. x

; The Lord mlght even

- Still run His Church -
I T'took off a day.

L —Edward F Cox

' Rip Van kale is the only mun wha
ever became [ameus ‘while he was aslcep :
o " _t__‘,-.‘ N
It r".'i not s0 important 6. be serious ‘s )
it is'to be.sertous about zmpartant things. .

The monkey wears an expression of ser- -~

iousness which would do credit to any

_scholar, but the mankey is seFious’ be—_’
_cause he rtches. .o ;

. . _* ..", -4 o .
Whrle some’ stand on the premr.sea. L

athere ;us-t sit on the premrses -

* » * -

]f men speak :H of you, lwe 50 Ho one ‘
v wru belreve them. - .
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- thoughts.

Inles North District. .

District Preachers’ Conference -
N o

- The Significance of the Sacrament

: - S, i o RS L . o
. :Lommunion sermon preached at British Isles .

- ByDavidJ. Tarant*

o THE TRUE CunistiaN’ Farmyt’ doss not

. thrive on ignorance, and'it is fitting

~ that ‘Christizin'. people understand the -
" meaning of-those things they do in their

“acts.of ivo;shi_b:-—rpuch more sa, of course,
those wha lead their devotions,”
To this very day, when. an orthodox.

. Jewish family gathers around the table
- for-the Passover ‘meal, the youngest son
usks: “What ‘means this fenst? Why i
*this" night to be distinguished from- all -

othier nights?” Then the father tells the.

ple from Egypt's bendage,

. - old story of God's deliverance of His peo- -

. The.Passover and our Holy Commu"n--

_ion-have much in common; so let us.
“suppose that one of your youngest Chris-

- tiang is. asking, “What is the meaning:
3 Of‘ this. service? Why is the table spread -
* . with pure white linen, a plate of bread,
. ‘and cups of bright red juice, on the first
. ‘Sunday of each morith?” May I felp you -

“to answer him by passing on seven seed -
We can tell him first that this’

| 1
A feast'of obedience i
- The “number of ‘specific command-
ments given “by Jesus to His disciples.
was not large. But this was one of them:

. "'Do_this in remembrance of Me." To a
- lo_vmg child, obediefice is a delight. Jesus
. himself confessed to His Father, “I de- .

light to do thy will, © my God.” If we

“truly love Him, weé shall delight in obey-. -

- ing Him. How important it is for cur -
. souls’ health that we pastors embrace

-the apportunity for frequent acts of obe- -

dience to the Lord we love, and how im-

_portant that.we should stress.this aspect’
in_our preparation of our people for the -
" csacrament! - . - o0

*Superintendent; Church of l_l-u:. Nnzarené, Britigh

- worthy. 1 am not walking closely enough

LI it. 'ifq-riglxi l‘u's:iy, “You'simply muqt .
. not miss church next Sunday. We expect ... - °

R

PSP P

to have in our midst a famous and gifted .- - - -

preacher .". . " how much more is'it right

for us to say, “Next Sunday we shall have.

“the high honor of sitting together at the

Lord's table, ‘and His, command “is, ‘Do

t,his_'in remembrance ‘of Me'; let.us all.
. geck, therefore, 'to be -obedient (o our
- Lord’s command’"! : o

~_ There "are rich 'réwh:i'd_s to: be -'r_ca'p'ér‘l S
. from simple acts of obedience. “If ye love - -

me, kl'.t_:ep my commandments. And I 'will
-+« Complete this sentence in any

) nsé‘ri_ptu_rlnl_wny you please. How about I
. will do'exceeding abundantly, above. all

'ltnhlm you ask or think™? Isn't that wonder-
ult o
. ~-Weak’ Christians- sometimes "sgy, “I
won't stay for Communion. I am not

to Jesus."” How:important that we say to

cthem, “This-is a means of grace, It is -
:one"of the ways the. Lord has of making -

: .you_ a better Christian; of drawing you
- ‘closer to- Him. As long-as youlove Him a
Aittle, and want to love Him more, the

feast is for you!".

A feast of thanksgiving ~ o
‘Matthew tells. us, “He took the cup,

and gave thanks, and gave it to them."

name. for this sacrament-~Holy Euchar-
ist—a’ holy thanksgiving. We' meet to-

“gether ‘at the Lord's table once a month,

or some: other appointed frequency, to

Join. in & special act of united thanks- -

giving to God for His many mercies, His

Aove in. redeeming us. We allow our . -
- thoughtsto dwell on the wender of Cal: - -
" vary, We gather to meet with the Lord -
himself: For this' is not the minister's .

. The'Préncher's Magazine
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“The "Greek word’ for “gave. ihanks” is’ B
eucharistésas, from which the familiar

et 8. ey o e B i b 8 m

..

t:able',: or the. chu’i‘qﬁ’s _tub.lé-., ‘but the
‘Lord’s table. This is.the moment when :

He waits to show us His hands and His ~
"side, and -the ‘words will again be ful.
- filled, *Then were the disciples glad, -
" . when they saw the Lord." Absent Thom- -
. ases are tragic losers; trembling Peters

arid Matthews, Jameses and Philips can

. be tremendous - gainers—provided, of
* . course, that the officiating pastor stands
- sufficiently 1o one side to Jet the glorified
" Lord be seen, presiding-at His own table. -
At other times, there are-a thousand -
- 'things to: say’ thadk you for. At the
. Communion table, only one: “Thou wast
. 'slain, and hast redeemed us to" God by .

thy blood ‘out of every kindred; and-
tongue, and people, and nation; and hast

" made Us utito our God kings and priests.”
L ,'—_‘l,ord,’; we praise Thee. We praise.Thee,
- Lord." o S

. A feast of remembrance:

L

-have pitifully short memeories, especially

_for kindnesses. received and deliverances
-weought by-Ged. For this reason, God .
. prescribed in Old" Testament days-the
erection o memorial stones and pillars, -
and the institution of commemorative '
" festivals,” of whic
Josupreme, - oo T T
: Now: Jegus_gives. to His Church this -
. “one great reminder. Iis purpose is to bring
. our thoughts'back te the centrality of the
Cross, lest our preaching get taken up™

h the Passover stood

with side issues. “This is the heart of the

~ gospel,” cries the sacrament. “Here is the

- corn of wheat cast into: the ground to die.

does not need this reminder? Who will

{1 Cor, 1-'1:2(‘5)-. -'Hcrc is -tﬁe vital

element of testimony, This-sacrament is.
a delightful. object lesson, teaching all

-who witness it, Here they may see a com-

-pany of people outwardly demonstrating’

their faith in Jesus Christ, and-their -

‘reliance on. Hia sacrifice:for their salva- .
- tion.” T R

- Buf ‘suppose a total stranger, comes '

~into your church. ‘He sces the table . -
spread.. He gathérs-from the intisnation . -

_that this is to be the greatest of alt acts -

.-of Christian -worship, so he decides to

_atay and witness it. But then he is. sur-

‘prised "and -pained-—either by a stiffly ©
Aformal cetemony; with the lifeleas inton-

ing of paragraphs from g book of ritual;
or by a - slapdash’ informality. which

-appears 10 be going nowhere and ‘getting .

there fost. What-is he to think? Are there
to be nosighs or tears, he.wonders, as the. -

- awful anguish of Colvary imprints itself -
e . -7 upon théworshippers? Are there to beno.
. One of our’greatest failings is that we- = ¢

. dpontangdus outbursts of praise as the.

marvel of pardoning -grice sweeps over”
the congregation? s

“How is it in your church? Do ypu dnd. =

your people show the Lord’s death at the

-Communion “service? Does it show in

tear-stained faces? In a tighter grip of the
"-hand as your people part from one an--

not be richer for whispering as he press. .

cs the morsel of bread to hislips: “Jesuy’

.- hody ‘was broken for me""; and as he sips |
© the wine, “Jesus shed His precious blood -
"+ for 'my redemption, for my cleansing”?

" I éannot tell why He should love.
" A child so weak and full of sin;

If He could die my-love to win. . -

“ A Teast of ‘tcs.ﬁmony LT o
© - Paul sdys, “For as often as ye eaf this

".other? In an increased attendance at the. .

Wednesday night prayer meeting?
A feast of fommunion -

Rl

“"Fhe cup of blessing which we bless, is ¢
- it not the-communion.of the blood of-
. Christ? The bread which we break, is it

not the communion of the body of Christ?-

- Here iz"the fountain opened for sip and - For we being many are one’ bread, and

" uncleanness.” ls there one church mem. -
- ber, one pastor, college professor, or dis-’
. trict-superintendent so devout-that he -

one body: for we are ali partakets of that -~ -

one bread” (1 Cor. 10;16-17).

- - The wonder of Christian communion is

that it is at the same time both horizon- -
tal and vertical. Walking in the light, we -

“have fellowship with one another, fnd -

“truly-out fellowship' is with the Fathey,

bread, and drimk this cup, ye do shew .

“September, 1975 - -

‘and with His Son. The. Scriptures place -

“much emphasis on_human fellowship in ..
- Christ. Because it is se “good and . .
. pleasant .. .. for brethren to dwell to-

. S . [1] " el T4
His lobe must be most wonderful -~ gether in unity," we are urged tokeep

‘the ‘unity of the Spirit in the bond of -

- peace.,” We are.to *‘be .., kind one to

another'”: “bear .. , . one another’s bur-
dens, ‘and o fulfil the law of Christ.” - ~.
We gather about the Lord's table “with .
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. une accord as dld the I"O in the Lpper~ ‘

-~ invitation goes forth:

{ :" e

Room. All the hamers are down.: The
“Y& that do truh
- and «arnestly repent of vour sine. and are
ln Iove-and charity with vour neighbors

draw near mth {mth and’ mkc this. -
hul\ ‘sacmmenl 1 vour comfort.” Our-
“oneness in the bond of love must be real .

here, ar it will he real’ nrmhere for the

nne loaf, shared among the congregalmn. ;
15 symhbolic.. We, being many, are one

hrcad and one body;
"one loaf and one C hns!.

. To dissemblé and equwocate hy hold o
mg on. o grudgeq and prc]udu:cq and .
. grievances against a fellow Christiad, in--
~volves. us-in the sin of “not” dlscemm;, -
‘of which wé are-all, -
equally, members’ dependtnt upon’ the

the lard's body,”

Head “Little children, love one another”
is the inescapahle law when we come to

lht, Lord’s table. ~ -« ..., o
Here O my Lord lsee Thee fact’ to-
. face. -

" Here would [ touch and handle
rhmgs unseen;

Here grasp with f:rmér‘ han’d Hm B

. eternal grace
- And all my wearmew up(m Theé
lean. :

“The thought thét Je:aus comes 3pccmlly

“near in'-this. sacrament hag always been.
_present in the Church: and from it de.

- veloped the Catholic octrine of the Real

- "Presence. While as Protestants we reject
“the physical aspeéts of this doctring, we-

are happy to helieve that the sacrament
is such a pnworful aid to faith that it

- . can hnng Him nearer to oursouls than at
any’ other time. Have you expenenced.'-

" thia? -

cnme

_A feust of unl:cnpauon

‘ye do shew the Lord’s dealh nll he'
" Qur Lord's coming again is an
ever present thought “as- we partake of

" . this sacrament. We dre not only leoking

" <haok to His Calvary; we are: {ooking for-

. family sits down for’the Passover feast,

. an emply chair is left at the head of the
table, This is for’ Elunh the forerunner
of the Mesaiah, Dunng the course of the. -
‘meéal, the eldest son ig-commanded by his:

father to go and sce if the expected Gueat

. ‘replle&

is in mght Seemg nothlng, the son. re. . '

g2

‘turns, fn:,mg “I sée no tngn of qu cnm~

--ing.”"“Gao back again, my son," the father ’
‘perhaps He delays His coming.” -

This'is reppated a third time, after which
the father admits that the day has not yet
dawned for the Messiah to appear. -

"A sad ritual this—as it speaks of Is:

‘rael’s atul)hnm blindness. Yet it is a.

challenge to us, especially as we sit down

at the -Lord's table, How high ig-the tide

“aof expectﬂn('y rmng in aur hearts" B -'
for we' all share -

““Till He come”—oh, let the uords
Linger on the trembling chords; -

" Let the little while between

- Intheir golden light be'seen; .
‘Let us think how heaven and home
" Lie beyond thdt “Till He come’”

Our’ Manua! nffrm‘;, “We believe that

-the. Lord Jésus Christ will comig ‘again.”

~Though-we do not know the day ror hour. o
- the munldnwn is getting Iowar ever3
time. hrml rclurnoth'

o A feast of Lonsetruuon . B
- "*This is lhc cup of the pew, testument. SR

in my hlood,” said dJesus.'This sacrament

i the. symbol of a new ‘covenant,.which
-~ brings to.men and women a new quality.
- -of life=life in -the Son! Laws éut: inty -
~ stane slabs ‘are replaced by laws written
in 'letters of fire on hearts;ablaze with -
love. The- ‘product is f'nntmtlc. but the o

cost was stupendous For this new cove-

nant had to he ratified by the ‘shedding .

of blood. A riew testament a new ‘will, .

. “could ‘become effecijve . only with' the, :
death of the Testator (Heb, 9:16); 50 -

“now once in the end of the world hath
he, {Chrigt | appeared to put away sin by

-the sacrifice ‘of himself.” “This is my -
~body,” He- said, “‘which is given for you."
Given? Who gave it? Jesus himself. “No -

man taketh it [my life] from me, but l lay
it down of. .myself.”

© “The servant is not- greuter thnn hnq e
lord.” Our self-gwmg mu-at be ns reckless .
) His. o

“ward to His epiphany! When the Jewish -

Hxs dymg cr:mqbn hke d robe
- Spreads o’er His body on the. tree;

' V’I‘hen I am dead to all the globe,

And all the globe is dead to me, .
Were thewhalerealm ofnature mine,

.That were a present far too small;
Loue 50 amazing, so divine- -

Demands my soul, my life, my a!l

Thﬁ Preachar ) Mngnzlna

Bm Tt g s e b e

Nnthm;, less - Lhan tntal cont;ec.rntlun

".can satisfy the heart, of Jesus.'
- Sothis wnndmuu sacrament leads from

one.allar to another—from His to mine.

"~ And yet it is'not another altar after all--_

it is one nnd the same. ''l am crucified.

— itted with Him'to
i b o w:th this covenant holding unhmdered

" . one gloriots end, the fulfillment of that - ‘
qway m our }warts" Ca

. “p,cmd and ugceptuhle. and perfect w:ll_‘

A

‘THE

Questlons and Answers

C(Mark 10:17-22) commends itself to_us,

' zmd ‘I pass.along the: lollnwmg thoux,htq' o
' “This young mnian. was asking . the

rlhi‘lt questions. “Good:. Master, wha%
shail 1 do that [ may mhent eternal hfe"’
(v 17,

2. But thiy young mun was nhcyln;. the
WIODE answers.
" 3. Lifé has to. dtstmgumh hclween the

-~ two--(16d’s answets or- ours, "
. . Too-mény feel that only the qucqtlom ‘
. of l1fe are lmportant Lo

Lo

~Life Needs Light

Earl Lee lells of:n novel he reud in.

. which'two skwrs were enjoying the snowy |
trails together. Late in the afternoon one .

of them said, *We'd better go'down early.

-~ On’ d day Tike this, the dark comes-early,”
Cand this s no trail to. truvel when the -

light has gone.”

2 You and | are- prenchmg every week to .
* people who need this warning. Life is too’ ‘
. difficuit a. pilgrimage’to take watlmut the.
llght of Jeaus e

The Way lt Is

ln perlmpq a different appronch tu the._,

Spll‘ltb urging, lct me share these

L S_epta_mber. 1975 . .

gstkﬂm@ pom

- heed

of God Every Commumon serv:ce must
finish. on this note: : .
Have Thy way, Lord have Thy way,
This with all my heart 1 say. i
* I'll obey Thee, come what may.
Dear Lord, have. Thy tay. :
. 8hall we move into this Commumon

By C. NEIL'STRAIT i

Pusror ruyi'arAvcnu« Chur:hnl' the Nwmem‘ Ranne Wu :

T 'thoughte from. Humnm 12 'I'he L:mng
" .Bible:* -
'l he qtnry of lhe young man who came’ -
ln Jesus - inquiring about the K1n|,dum - ’ )
" gbility to'do cértain things well.” That's _

1. The Spirit gwes conﬂdencv Verse 6
‘reads: "God has given ‘tach of us the

a‘word a lot of people need to hcur—»nml

25 l'he‘Sp:rtt expects coaperatwn Wc .
reaily do-need: eiich other.”And; in the

. ‘giving of ourselves, through the Spirit's
- help, we help—and are helped (vv. 4-5).

3. The Spmt éxpects -competence.

' Verses 6:18. .1t is a word ihat peeds to'.
- ¢cho through the Church, that the Spirit -~

“heips those who help themselves Verse

11 may be the key: here: *Never be imry R
in your, work but serve the Lord enthum—

ast!cnlly

Why Dldn t They Throw Stones" _

- John 8:1-11 records the story of the -

_ udulturous woman:being-brought before " : o
Jesus. Thexg are some'interesting facta in, .
. this story, often overlooked.

1. Jesus is the Central Figure herc,
and it is sormetimes forgotten. . B
2. Tt is interesting that John is the one

to' record this story But remember- that -

John’s Gospel ia‘one of life; love, llght
3. The main.appea is not that it-is &

lA. “story about adultery. Rather that.it hna" N
* *The Living B;bl‘e, cupynght @ 1971, Tymlale

inuse Publlahem‘ Whem:m, [Ei Usu{ by pcrmmamn.
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'S;cmf-ruus Luke 18:1-8

" InTRODUCTION: Does it puy to keep on

- praying? Sometimes: we: are tempted 10

think that the.answWer is no, But Jesis =
said yes: And He always tells the truth.. '

‘pnrablc of the un_]us,t judge.

3

“all the things that man, Vcrampéd :l)j,"

-8in, so” desperately secks, but so seldom
ﬁnds—undemmndlhg. mercy, forgwm
" ness, love.-

The Church can lcurn a greul lesson )

. fmm I.ts Lurd Lhmu;,h this s(nry

: Cauhon

‘A sign in a factory supervisor's office.

. read: “Caufion-—he- Ssurebrainis engaged. -

- befare, putting miouth- in’ gear.” '

~ That's not a bad sign for a preacher [n ,'

‘.. read. It is a reminder that the moments

. in study and prepurﬂtmn are Htlu priorit’
. tles ’ .

T

Ingredlents for Solutmn

In the. slory of the lovmg father—nr as

+ traditionally’ known, the prodigal son-—

. {Luke 15) there is this observation:
-This story: ‘has all the things nedded

!'ur vxcmryv—u sinner. (“F‘ather T huve~ a

. A a -

sinned,”

~and go to my father™)-—a Saviour: -
“Where there is solution, hope, and

: vu:mry, all of these will be prescnt The”
man in the pew, flghtmg ‘with his load of-
sin, needs to know that the solution st © . °.
. .cnmpllultcd If He has a-problem, he-is a- - -
- candidate for the love-of. God, and the .
. _open arms of. the lovmg Pnther are fnr"

SII‘I llBI‘H

Jesus Prays

Ihe hu.,h prlcatly prayer ul our }m'd'.' Lo
- “recorded in John 17 mentions these three .. .

* thingg, amnn;, others, ubout prayer: o
I It wus a prmnty item w:th the Mm-

Ler_.
lt was personu] eonumunion bétweLn
Jesus ‘and His l'atlwr ﬂhuut llfe s impor-

. tant things..
© 3. It had & healthy hdlunte lwtwcvn :

nqkmg and commlttmf,

Persistam Pmyer Pays (18 7)

In Luke 11 we have the-parable of the

"~ importunate friend (at mulmgh&) Here.
we find another pnrable teaching the
.same |mporumt lesson-—that perblstent
"' prayer pays. It is called either the para-

ble of the importunate, wxdow or the

o
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ln thlb case the purpme of the purub]c.*"
is- indicated: .

e

’ \,)
%'Nf; o 'By Ralph Eatla

Prolussor of New qulumon!

-’ Kansas Cuy Mo .

15:18); a solution (1 will arise .~

. ] “That men ought’ always to - e
- pray, nnd not. to ﬁunt" (v l} The vu'b L

Nnimenu Theatogical Sommmy .

e bbbt o et Ao

T e

e ] e

e e, i
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*

“faint"” is better trnnsluttd"‘luse'- heart”

. _(RSV) or “give up” (NIV}). We should not |
: l)(,cnme dlswurug,ed in our pzay:m,

: I ThE UNJUsr JUDGE (v.2)
“In’a certain-city was a judge who hnd :
:no.reverence for God nor respect for-man.
Thise are two'strange qualifications for.a -

judge, especially one who was supposed

_to ndminister the Mosaic law! This man
was uhvl()u‘ily a cynic with no moral con- .

- sciousness. He wis utterly unfltled fnr hts
Job. . .

L The: lJNPD]lTUNATE Wmow (v .!)

T A widow in: lhat city was heing op-

" prob\-ed by some’ enemy, pmhnbiy n
wealthy man. The most likely situation .
. would be:that=she had been- forced to'
. mortgage her home. In thosc days widows
“could not get work, as they so often do in
“modern Western society. So this widow -
was leftin dcspcrute puvcrty, unﬂhlt to

meoet- her exmhse

A cothmon sin of the l’ILh then as now,’
. was {o foreclose mort[,ugc‘s and take over
.. the property,

“This is evidently what
Jesus was talking about when He said

that the scribes *devour widows' housea, _

and for a pretence make long prayers”

“(Mark".12:40). They were literatly Fob-
. bling up the homes of. help!ess w1dowq It-
~" was s,mful in God's sight. -

“The poor widow had only one recuurse

.. She. came to the judge with 'the - plea:
o “Avenge me of ‘mine -adversary,”,
Greek there is a play-on words thm is
difficult to bring but in Engllsh‘ “Give
.me justice against the one who is denying
-, me }usncé." It waq a Juallfmhle request..

lIl Tue UNIILLLNTING RFQUL-.E:’I (vv 1-8)

At first the hardhearted judge paid no’
. attention to the widow's pleas. But final-
ly he- déclared that,’ though he did not,
-feverencé God or respect man,

cause this widow troubleth me, I will

- avenge her, lest by her continual coming
she weary 'me.” Theé last_verb is a very -
‘,(coremomally cleun) thnn nEE the rest of

weak translation. The Greck has a atrong

* word that Ilternlly means *tostrike under
" - the eye, give a black eye.” Probably in -
“that culture it would riot be likely that a .
‘woman would litérally strike an official.
- But the judge may have ‘been, afraid that
- & the persmtent widow would ‘‘give him a
+ black. eye

“ing. (cf.

'Septembcr 1 l

bcmr'rum: Luke 1‘8 9. 14

[NTRODUCTION: Why do you pray" How do
-you pray? To whom do-you pmy" o
" “'These -are pertinent queatlona The-
-mnt,ter of ‘mative is- of supreme impor-
* tance, ‘And how. we  pray—humbly or.
proudly—lq qlgnlflcnnt Above all, we
- must be sure that we are pmymg to God -
- ‘not ourselves. .
" "We know to whom. the parable of the ‘
Pharisée and the publican is addressed.. .
‘The. account snys that ‘Jésus spoke ‘this
parable’ “to some who were confident of
" their oWn righteousness and looked down -

In the

Yyet be.’

1

reaultmg in, h:s bemg, nustcd from qu' -

posmon
“Then Jesus made - the applmnuon

" **And will not God bring about justice for .
" his chosen ones, who cry out to him day. -
~and night? Will he keep putting &hem

“olf?"" (NIV). The obvious answer is-**No, 3

by no means!” And so Jesus added, I

tell you, he will éee that they’ get Jusuce o
‘and guickly” (v. 8, NIV),*

‘The parable closes on a dlsqmelmg

‘note! ' “Nevertheless when. the - Son. of
"‘man cometh, shall-he find faith on the
Cearth? The.context is the Sewnd Com:
In “these last days .
persistént prayer and fmth are pamcular- o
: ly ampol;tnnt ' :

17:20-37).

Tha Man Who Prayud to Hlmsell
R L 11) :

.

on-everybody else’ (v. 9, NIV).

He told about two mén going lip td;the .'

Temple.to pray. The Teinple area was on

. Mount Morigh, i the southeastern sec-

tion of the city of Jerusalem' (inside the
walls). One man was a “Pharisee.” The

:word means “sepuruted one.” The Phari-
.sees, ' mentioned - 100 times in. the New
Testament,” were the pious separntlsts

who considered .themselves more *‘holy”

the Jews.
““Publican” comes from the Latm pub

licarius, - which meant a wealthy man,
usunlly a Rmnan. who" was responmble .
'Quntalmns from The New lnternatwnal Vemon ‘ Lo
. copyright <1973 by: New York Bible &mcwty Inter

m t,hat commumty, perhnps_‘ . o

nﬂuunnl are used by permlssnon
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cof verse 11 is: “The lensee, having .
* taken his stand, was praying these things,
“to himself.” He cllme a prominent spot,
" where he-could be seen -and heard by .

car

: for the taxcs nf a certﬂm Iarge area. But
‘the so-called “publicans’ of the Gospels -~

were not pubticam but local. “tnx ol
‘ lectors,”

hatcd by their.fellow Jews for two Tea-

. soris. In the fixst place, they wete in close -
foreigners, -

.contnct”.with the “unclean”
the Romuan officials.. In the qecond place,
“they robbed the people by overchur;,mg

' pncketm;, the dlffercnce
- L The Pnoun PHA!HHH:. {vv. 11 12}

"The: literal trana]nuon of the t"ml pﬁrt

everyone nearby. This was in direct con-

- tradiction to what. Jesus tought.in the -
~ Sermon on’ the Mount. He warned His~
" hearers not to parade their- ‘piety (Matt.
2 6:1), He put the label “hypocntes” on’
~ those wholoved to pray in prominent
pIuceq in nrder G be seen by men (Mﬂtt -

6;5). -

. vine' goodness .and grace, but his own

. -goodness!. He: said, “God, T thank you -
* that 1 am not like all other men' (NIV).
He was putting himself up on a pedestal . .

as being different from and superior to

all the rest of humanity. What an’ ego!
Speclﬁcnlly. he was not like “‘robbers, +-
- Septcmbcr 21

ewldoers, adulterers.” ~Then - he added'
“or even like this tax’ collector™ (NIV),

Perhnps he said this loudly enough to be
‘hedard - by * the other -man.. His pmyer
denionstrated not only ‘;heer arrogance .
but also cruel insuit, If ever a man was.
'unr:ghteous this Pharisee was. For godii-
- ness is."Godlikeness,” and “God is love” -
.- (1 John 4;8-16). The self-righteous Plari-
“see was probably the most ungodiy man
~’in the Temple at the time! =~ E

To~ prove. his pzety. the ‘Pharisee re-
minded the Lord that he fasted. twice a

week and paid his tithe. He was glorying -

- in that outward, formal, ceremanial righ-

L 26

teousness that Jesus condemned as un-’.
. acceptable to God (Matt, 5:20). :
Soméane has said abnut the opening -
words of the ‘Pharisee’s prayer: “Never, -
o perhaps. were words of . thanksgwmg

o

“which is the correct teansiation..
. These tax collectors were despised and -

‘The. Phumee be;,an lm praytr wuh-'
. thanksgiving, ns we always should. But - -
what was he thanking God forh Not di-. .

"spoken in les thankfulnesq than these.”™ .
The whole prayer is.a c¢rass “example of -

pnde, hypmrsw, nnd utter. arrogance.

[L: Tar I’I-NITI-.NT Tax CoLLECTOR (v, 13)
Meanwhile ‘the. tax - collector was

“standing afar off""—perhaps in the outer
Court of the Géntiles, not .deigning to'go L
inside the Court-of lqmel He would not -~
_oven Jift his eyes toward heaven—ss the -

Jews usually did in prayer—but “smote .-
“upon his breast™—a sign of deep grief— - -
-and pmyed “God be merciful-to me a

sinner,

The Greek literally says “the
sinner.”

sight.

* This ‘man's’ pmyer was an eloquent'."‘
- example of honesty, humility, and deep - -
.smcenty “He felt like the Psalmist of ofd:

‘Mine iniquities have taken hold upon

. me,. so that, I am’ nut uble to {mk up" S
(PS 40 12) .

[]I THE PARDONFI) blNNm (v 14)
Jesus: declared that the tax, culleemr..
not the Pharisee; went home. “Jmuﬁed"

: beforc God. And then He enuncmted the .
great twofold prmmple found in the last -

‘half of this verse—one’ that has umvcrqal

. daily application. The way up is down. If
-wewant God, to exelt us; we mmt humble :
E()m'sel\.re% in Hr; mght o

Overcomln’ Obstaclea (19 10)

"Scmr’runp Luke 19:1:1p

InTrODUCTION: Everyone whb wants to aee‘ G
Jesus will find obstacles in_his 'way. It =
always has been so and always will be. In. "

this striking incident, recorded only by
Luke, 'we discover that a 'man. named

Zacchaeus overcame three. intervening -
,obqtacleq zmd fuund Chr:st as. hlB Snv- )

10ur

_ I Hls Rlcm-:s {v. z) o -
’I‘he name Zacchaeus means “rlghteous

one.” But this man’s life had evidently

- been' a denial of his name, He had be- E
come ncb by tnkmg unfair advnntnge of -

others,

Hls wcalthrwzls due to hlS pns:tlon He '

The' Preachar 5 Magazlne "

He'may have felt at the moment -
that he wns Lhe worst nf qmnerq m God's -

e min, s ikl

USSP S ,.n._.,h

L b A e oot a0

Jericho was

--stacle.’

) J()VfUlly

was chief tax collector for the district of

Jericho. This was a prize location, for
“the city of palm trees,” a-
place where” well-to-do Jews had their

winter homes. The tax revenue was great,
But. this was a hindrance to his find-

'mg ‘Christ: For the tax collectors were
‘notorious for taking a Heavy “cut’

" out of
the taxes: they cnllcctcd- e

"Q_ll Hls SHORTNESS (w 3. 6)

- Zacchacus heard that Jesus wzis £oing |

. to be coming-along the lm,hwny at Jeti-
.cho, and he wanted to see Him. But he
was-a short' man and ¢ cnuld not for the

* 7 press.”” Today ‘“the .press”

- newspapers. and their editors. But here it

*.. means simply “the-crowd.” -

means the

1

: ﬁcqusntio’ﬁ"—~the form of the Gret_z_i( indi- .
‘cates that he had—"1 restore him four-

fold.” This was the penalty prescribed by

- the law {Exod. 22:1). Zacchaeus was- pre- .

pared to meet all the righteous require-
ments of the law no mat{er whut it cnsl )

2 him.

-He had Jumped the hurdle Jesus smd .
“Today salvation has come to this house,.

"“because this man, th is a son of Abm- ’
‘ham'" (V 9, NlV) -

Luke 19 10.is usunlly consndered to be

_ the key-verse of this Gospel. Jesus came

l-urtunatr.ly, here was g man- whu wis

not gomg to.give up because of an-gb-
Swallowing _ his - pnde, he ran
~.#hesd apd climbed up into’a “sycomore.
tree,” or fig mulherry—probnbly nut thL

ane shown to tourists today!

When, Jesus came to that peint on the -
~ road, He looked up and saw Zacchpeus.
" They ‘were looking for each nthnr and.
- . found each other. -

" Jesus asked Zncchaeus to come down
lmmedmlely, anddmg what certmnly
startled ;the man: [ miat stay at- your,

Zacchaeus hurried
- down to the gmund-—pmbﬂbly almost
S falling nut of the tree—"and.received him

drenmed Tn think—this fnmuus 'I‘eacher
was p,omg t() stay at hls hnuqe' )

III Hlb RI-I'UTATI(JN (vv 7 9)
Sudden'ﬁ'; another abstacle was thrown

. in his way; The crowd began to mutter

- “"He'has gone to be the guest of a sinner”
" {v. 7, NIV). In-the eyes of the Jews all:

“tax colleators were consxdored to be “'sin- -

" house todny" (v. 5, NIV). Without a mo-_~
’ ment's__hesitation,

-Things were moving along fa‘it-‘ ;
‘er-and farther than Zacchaeus had ever -

‘to seck out the lost sheep and to save

then. The story of Zacchneus gives us a- -
beuut)ful picture of how Jet;us did thls in

- #'specific case. He found n %mner "and” -
-;,mcmusly Snved hlm e :

Septcmber .?h'

Keaping Buay till He COmes )

T gy
) %ml'mlu Luke 19:11-27

' lnmonucrlon 'I‘he parable of the pnunds
‘-‘_ as:it is called, is similar in severaf- ways
-to' the pamble of the ‘talents found in .

Matthew 25.

servant who does nothing with the morey.

In bothcases there is one -

. given him, and i i8 punished. And both are”
related 1o a man's return,.and so have to -
* do symbolically with the Second Coming. -

The differences’ wnll be. noted a8 we pro-,
ceed,
~The. purpmc of the pnrnble is ind:cnted

-in vegse 11: Jesus was approdching Jeru-, -

salem, and the pegple nmu_ght- that He
was going to set up there the kingdom of -

" God immediately. What they needed to -

ners.” One scholar writes! “The fabbinic

anurceb repi:atcdly brncket tax coliectora
wrth robbers.”

" This complaint and crmcnm stupped
chchaeus “dead in his tracks.” He-stood

* still and said to Jesus: “Behold, Lord, the -

half of my goods 1 give to the-poor.” This

was sufficient evidence of repentance.
But then he went a step further and -

- ‘agreed to make restitution: “And.if ] have
taken any. thmg from any man by fnlse

Septembar 1975 N

‘Fenlize way that He was going nway, to Te-

. turn later a‘; King.

! ’]‘m. RESPONSIRELITY (v 13)

In the pnmble of the talents; a man was'
guing on'a Journey (Matt. 25: 14) Here a
riobleman wai going off to receive his ap- -

‘pointment.as: kmg (v. 12) Then he’ wuuld L
Crefurn.

So he- cnlled his 10. servants and gave .
each ‘one a “pound” or mina (Greek,

) mna), representing about-three months’

~wages. In the parable of the talents, one
servant -received five Lalents,_ unother
twu and atill another onie. ‘ :

) "_'27_




' To his- 10 servants _the {i(}bler.na-rf‘sd‘id,
“Occupy till-I come.”

_humly occupled ‘until-he returned.

A little interlude is thrown in here in

-verse 14: “But his suhjects hated him and

. sent ‘a"delegation ‘after him to say,”‘We

1

. don't want this man to be our king.’
.- However, “He was made king . ., and re-
"___turned home” (v. 15, NIV).

'The background of this ui!uqum. was fa-

“miliar ' to Jesus' listeners. When ‘Herad
the Great died inA b. c.; he left his king-

. dom te his Archelaus. But an earlier will -
_he had made’ specified anothet son, An-.

_ tipas, as his siccessor. So Archeluuq had

‘. togo to'Rome’ to gain confirmation of his :
. appointment: The Jews hated him- and

sent an’'embassy of 50 men to oppose him;
- After llqtemng to-both sides, the Emperor

- .- Augustus gave Archeluus half his fnther 5¢

Vkmgdom nnmely, Judea w
_II THE RESPONSE (vv. 16- 19)

When the ruler returned, he\qum- .
" moned his sérvants to tell him what I.lwy -
© had done with the money he had given . ¢
“them-(v. 15). The first reported. that his"
pound. had -gained ‘10 ‘pounds. He was -

commended {67 his’ falthfulne%t; ‘and rex

"~ warded with authonty over' 10 Cities. The -
sécond had gained 5 pounds and was ;:ut-

over b cities.

This suggests that in the nexl llfe our
rewards will bg commenqurate with our . ¢
" service down here. It is only’ fair that,
those who- wark harder should recelve a,
: TexT: “Wilt thou not revwe u agmn

that thy people may rejoicein theé"” (Ps.
. 85:6). .
*. What is revwnl" Conqider un llCl‘(lbth
dF the lettera in the w0rd
. .ing -evidence of honest effort, he came . . R—
" with an alibi, a very lame one. Said he:
- “Bir, here is your mina; [ have keptit laid "
. away in a picoe of cloth: T was afraid of. -

. you, because you are n hard man. You . - ... -
 take out what iou did not putin and reap . .- “2. Removal of obstacles” Such asa
- what you did not sow’" (vv, 20-21,- NIV)."

T he servant was condemned by his own_ "~

grenter rewnrd

' I, The Rusc*non (w 2D 26) .
“*And another” (v: 20) is-literally * “and

the other”—the Greek word means “oth-.
-er'of a different kind."” Instead of produc- . -

" wordsThe second half of verse 22 is best
- translated as a queqtlon' “You knew, did
you,'that I am a hard man ., ;7" (_N]V)

. If he 'knew that his‘master-was.exacting. :
~and demanding, he should have put on -
- deposit. the - money entrusted” to .him. |

28 -

“They were.to “put .
‘this money to work” (NIV), and keep *

“Then- he could have returned it to his -
mnqter with. interest. Instead, he was a
wicked servnnt " lu_cuuse hlS heart uttl— .
. tude was bad. :

The master tth instructed thme who

stood by to take the mina from this lary :

wretch and give it.to .the one with 10

“minas.. This term is found also in the :

‘parable of the talents (Matt. 25:28).
Alfred Plummer; in his commenmry on

‘Luke, makes the npphcauon “To neglect -
opporttinities is to lose them, to.make lhe_

most of u'p['mrmni'ties is to gairi others.”

. He also wntc-, “He ulone p()BSESBC’H whu
uses. und enjoys his possessluns

_CONCLU‘HON We czmnot do nothmg. und ;
" at the same time be good. The ane who .
“fails to do géod is a bad person. And .to
- have a mean, selfish attitude, as the last -
- servant. ‘did, is to be wicked .in God’s
- sight. The good person is the one wlm is -
;'.actwely dmn;, goud .

o ne‘vwal |
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. IL_-Repentance It means a chan;,e,
"trunsformatmn a_new- life,"a_new.
. creation, We need (o see some uld

" fashioned repentance.

spirit of criticism, harshriess, an

. I‘l{.‘bB

Christ-and the. Church

2. Evangelism, When réal revival has .

- come, evangelism follows—in ‘the

i "Thg Preacher's Magazing

- ugly nplltude o spirlt of seiﬁsh-‘ '

_'ll."Edi&!cat:on of the Lord. Jesus

e i e i P i e i i

. ,
' '_‘Chuth in uur Gch(mla at home -,

" and abroad.

N3 Fxp(’rwnce with God. An expcrl

" _ence that”is up-to- dntc thnt is

working,

“ 4. Education in the Wnrd of (:ud"'
Fenstiiig on.the promises of G c)d o

[‘.xpgrct:m, a miracle. .

1. Vman oo : E '
) he Bible -my “Where there is no
" yision, the people perish.”’ Revival
© gives vision, We need te fook on

the, fields of upportumty nb:)ut us,

" _at the pnl,entlal

.. school, in. nther‘i

2 ‘Increase -

_ The Bible: says.
g chaqc, but 1. must decrease.”
happen than when one iy revived,

nnd God is glonf’ Ld

L 'chtory Y,)lctury in Jesuq. 3’;0

. the buttles of. hfe over thc devnl

L Awakenmg

.. 'The Bible says, ."Avmke thou, lhal '
. and Christ qhalﬂ,we- -

- sleepest
thee Iu,ht v lt goes on'to say that,

2 Action -

: _world

- 1. Loue o

.- For ,your‘feilowmen for the

" Church, and for God. Jesus gave - . -
~ this as the greatest commandment e

. ofall) .
2. -’L:fe (John 14:6)

_Christ is Llfe—ahundunt Iylf!,‘. and. L

everlastmg Life (John 3:16).

CONCLUSION Unless we hnve revwnl L
souls are going to-be lost-for eternity .in- -

the regmns of the dnmned Let us ask

Seplember 1975

“He .must 'in-"'ﬁ _
.. "There is. no hetter way for this:to -'.7

Souls are saved and quncuf" cd_

tory over. temptatmn and &im, over

~after we have heen awakened, we -
© need to redeem “the timé, because .
"+ the days are ev:l" (Eph 5: 14 lb) :

In the Chﬁrch und uut 1n thc )

Gad to revive us ngmn “as lhe anlmlsl
-said, “t}mt thy people may'. rej(nce in -
thee : . - g

R : Jum_v Cung

Strlcken of God! How Long"

" Scupruse: Isu 1 1-20 .
_INI‘HUI)U(“HUN S

1. God is denlmg wnh lmck-;lulden ls- ; o
ruel. e

-2, 'l here is su(h a mudern purallel
-3. Look-at-and. analyze the ulury

1 Interc-st~m worklm, ‘for Chn;;t L 1. 'I‘m. CHARGES - A(‘..uNsT lhRAEL AND

- Inferest in " the, church, in God, in. -
o qpnrltual Lhmm,‘m the ciundny_ ’

Jumu . : o
A Rehellmn——:mplles m;,m'tltude", .
“contempt, sell- wnll uclf-ﬂsserf -
" tion. : .

WL Ignomme——nx knows uwner, nss
- knows master; iqrael lower thun
C nmmu]s here.

~.C. ['nrsnken—l'ur uWay from: G()dw.
- on purpese, not just-an accident,
'D. Provakers of God—it is hard to -
- provoke God, but they did. It is

_ dangerous, - : .

"B, Modern pamllcls -all the wny-;

'dawn-——nntmn I”anulleq mdlwdu- :
nlq .

1L ’I‘mm RFSUL’I‘ANT CONDITION -

A.:Head sick—warped thinking. Sin
" ‘couses emotional problems. .

. B."Head faint—spiritual poverty...

. C. Gpncrul ‘sickness—I am splrltunl

© - izing, here (weakndss of chdrac- -

- ter); gores all over and' festerm[.,
.. i Country desolate--overrun wlth
_aliens. piundermg their cities.-

[

. I_li TyER A'r'rEMl'rs T0 PLEASE: Gop

. sins; this leads to light- nttxtudcs "
7. toward sin(*‘go to confessmn
- “buy an mdulgence . A
' *B. Assemblies—had-many meetmgs. -
" services; went through- motions of -
.7 spirituality. ]

€. Rituals—obgerved all sorta of
" ‘practices; kept sacraments. .

. E. Again_the modern pnrﬂllels are
"+ here. Welive in ‘these condltlons B

_A. Théy made. aacnﬁces——m obedl-' Lo
. enceto luw, attempt to “pay” for -
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V.‘_(xon OFrers MERCY

BULLETIN I

" and the following
‘wrote back to the boss: -~

. IV ‘GODh REACTION ’

" A. God said He was “fed up.” “Stop
. thegmcnﬁcea .‘Your meetings
make Me -;lck . I hate your

e ritualg” (my versmn)

. B. Summed up by saying, “I willl -

- hide inine eyes fr()m you. .. 1 _WIH
not hear’” (v..15).
- Instead God" commandvl repen-_

e tance.rcleansmg, and rcgenem.

tion,

“Come"... . and",
“18); lorglveness. .
B. Blcssmg on_ the lnnd (v ]9)

Concwemu

1. All of ahove is 80 relevunt to us.

"2, Hinge_on v. 5: “How much longer. =

o ‘will we endure thls pumshment"" (my
. version)..

. 3. Chaice . is ours—How lon;, wnli we.

" ive quhqtnndard lives?

4 Adde(l wnrmnj., of re_]ecuon in v. 20,
‘ PAUI N Vau.

BARREL

LES DO LIKE GOOCH DONEI

An. dliterate salesman - by the name o[

Gooch was sent-out by:a [argo company, " -- L
aré some letters he :

“Dear Boss: I seen- this' outﬁt wluch

. they ain’t never bought a dime’s worth of
". nothing from us and I sole them a couple :

..~ hundred thousand dollars worth of guds_

- I'am now in Chicago.” :
- The second letter-rend: ”I cume here )
© . and sole them half a: milyon."

The president of the compuny paated

time here tryin to spel insted- of trin tn ",

* " sel. Let’s watch these sails. I want every- -

" body. should read these letters from
- Gooch who is doing a grate job for us, and
" you should go out gnd do like he done.
Need we add? Thercs pepul a[round -

30_'~' K

G reai{on” v

-ar levl best with what we haue and work .'

" these‘letters on the bulletin board with
" this niote, “We bin_spending too much

[T

em gnvited and vistud. Leastwise not ‘fast
enuf. Les_do like Gooch done and jes do

for Jesus"

A PRAYER
Dear Lord and Father of mnnkmd
Forgive atr foolish ways!
Reclothe us-in our rlghtful mind;
In purer lives Thy service find; » = -
In decper rcuerence prms'e

""In simple trust hkc thezrs' who heard

‘Beside the Syrian sea, .-
‘ The gracious calling of the Lord
Let us, like them, Without a word,
Rxse up and folloiw Thee.
' W—Jnhn Greenlenf Whlttler

Ever snt ina serv:ce-—wrenvnl or such—- R

- When the %plrlt was fcrvenlly work-
~ing; -

And (.on\nc},lon was- reelmp; a bWeet- -

" heait or bcau.

But ‘the pther 1 was Lai'clusqu shlrk-'

mg" '

Well my !'nend ]cl me 1cll you th:s i

sobering - fa(,t

.There “are millions who never wnll .

“make it

[l‘ they wait for a lnvcd qn(_Sﬂy hus-

. band or wife— . -

§ % s your sin and you'll have to for—' -

snkc lt.

~ “What does it cost to be a Christian?”

. th:s here community, and we ain't gettm .

"oy E. McCaleb

someone once asked Henry Drummond..

His reply was, "'The entrance fee is noth-

ing, but the annual subecnptmn i3 every _

thm.s,'

If there is rlghteousnesa in the heart ‘ '_
“there will be benuty in the chamctcr. -

If there is beauty in the chnmcter.

* there will he hurmony in the home.
If there is harmony in the home,
there will be order in the nation. -

* If there is order i in the nation, -
there wn!l be peaca in the world.
- . ,-——-Sclccted

‘ .T'hé Preachers Magazme

4,

~
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AMONG BOOKS

o Conducted by the Edlior

- AI! books revuewed may be ordered (rom .
your Publnshmg House '

. The T;reuéufy:of David _
By C. H .Spur;,reun (londervan - 1975,

Vojulnes 1,11, and 111, sixth printing, 47’:*

pi. exch, cloth, mdex $37.957)-

“An urlgmal Spurgeon expnmlm\i nf the o
first reproduced. hy .
Zondervan in 1966 Row iri its sixth print: -

B(mk of  Pualms,

ing. Along with the expositions, a collec- -
tion of 1Ilustmtwe extracts from litera:

. _ture is presented, and a series of what
. "Spurgeon calls. “homiletical hints” upon N
* . - almost every verse. Volume Lincludes the

firat 57 psnims; Volume I, 58 through
110; and Volume IIl, the rémainder of

__the Book of  Psalms.  Wesley, Simeon;
.‘.spur;,eun.-und ather wnterf; of the' past;
- are sometimes . not a8 “‘easy to read” as .
the contemporary - authors. But many

pastors find buried “treasures . from the

*'. past in their-works. This,set of volumes
_containg its ahare ot )

,J._M.

" The Gospel of Matthew

. A Commentary by William' Hendriksen .

(Baker Huok Houqe 197‘3 Cloth 1015

e Hcre is another evangehcal commen-. .
tary written by a‘respected conservative
_{Calvinistic): theologian and scholar. His

- work is commended by Carl F. H. Henry,.

. Wilbur Smith. (Trinity Seminary), and-
. " -others. ‘There’is a thoreugh introduction,” -
' - the author's own ‘translation, and the

author’s commentary vetse - by verse,

- There is'a summary, which preaents a
" .synthesis of an entire thought uriit, in .
_which the central ideas are brought into-
focus. Discussion. of the. problems of &
. oore’ specmhzed interest - are alsd in- .
_ cluded nlong with an outllne ghuwmg :

" O Septambor 1975

g the structure ‘of the book. A se!ecl hlb

lipgraphy - follows the. dtacuss:on listing
books and’ arlic}cs useful in lhe tudy of
IhL honk ' CL T

J ‘M,

Fresh Wmd of. the Sp:rn '
"By Kenneth Cain Kinghorn' (Abmgdog-
. Press, 1975. Paper, 128 pp:, $2.95.)° .
“The author, professor of church’ lustory .
nnd historical-theology at Asbury Theo--
logical bemmury, bcllEVc‘: that the Spir.

_it-filled life is the answer for the demdnds

placed upon’ Christians in our duy Holl-- 2
-ness'is a biblical term, and it 'is time-we
rediscovered it. He defines it in terms of -
-grace rather than lawy and makes a case
“for -caution lest’ we ‘equate .our Chris-

_tiamity in- -the holiness mdvement with a.

. long list ‘of ‘things 'we ““do not do.” He
Jwrites with refreshing insights.” | - :
. Occasionally he does teave unexplained -

some questions as. to the “crisis’ experi-
ence-as it reldtés to the life of holiness.
One need not neglect one aspect of truth

to make a point for the other. Theré is T

‘an_occasional confusion of terminelogy,
as for- example leaving some doubt as
.to the distinction between *forgiveness’”

_npd “cleansing.” But - the faith and -

optimlsm .do come through clearly, and

the reader will be. mouvnted lo let Lhe '7 i

Smnt have control
. - J M

- - The Lunn-Log: S
Compiled by the M, Lunn . family (Ben-
con - Hill Press .of Kansns Clty, 1974,
Paper, 303 pp., $2.95.)

Since 1926 the Nazurene Pubhshlng

'P-'f - S - '3.1 '4
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© House (und Be'a'coﬁ 'Iiill Lillenas Pub-.
-lishing -Co.) location at 2923 Troost in

Kunqns City offered an opportunity for a

“wayside pulpit” for the thousands who
- traveled -along that bisy thoroughfare.
Manﬂp,cr ‘M, Lurin {now retlrcd) set up
.an _n_ttracuve bulletin and’ arranged for..
* daily thoughts to be expressed in brief,
. pungent, neatly turned phruses Kueplng,‘
" {hese new and fresh -each’ day bBecame a
'huhhy [m‘ the wholc "Lunn tamlly, und‘.. .

.

back form for others to enjoy and use.
Divided-into more than 100" categonea.

it provides a product.of 60 years of col-

lecting for instant use in the sermon, the- _
newsletter, the bulietin, and mdeed ther--'_ B

mind nnd henrt )

" WANTED-—Set.of the Warks of John Wesley.
—Dr.-James Bross, Central WleL}un Collq.e.-

Lenlrul §:C. 29630,

. WANTED-Works of* Jemr\ Armmm-. in J )
~ “vols,“:Lindsay “A. Enderby, 209 Cﬂrel!n St.,

!lowmh, Tpsmania, Australin 7018,

S WANTED—Copy of The Pure in Henrr by'
. W, B, Sungiter,—Rev. lv‘.ﬂd;,erN .Mayes, Rte.
-1, Bmc Gl A, Eugle bprm;,a N.C. 27242 -

!uwn. Pa. VI5%6.

80912,

. ‘WAN'I ED— R, 'I' Wx”mms bt’runnt of God ‘ :
i (clmh ‘edition only, a_hnm 1946), by G."Bi . .
! Williamson; hiography of J. B. Chapman,
“(exuct title unknown) cloth edition; Holiness
- Pulpit, Vol. I Shoes: for the Hoad, by Alexan:
der Stewart. Old-Preacher’s Magazines prior
1o 1960.—S. -Ellsworth Nntlmlme P.O. Box-
100, Lowndesville; 5.C. 29659,

T r]_. M..— !

32

OThe Pastor Deals with Conl’lict ‘

lt may be a nigil in'the boot that- auses. L

.. " the defective walk, rather than'a back-
e sltdden spiritual condition.

: oLivlng with Infiation .
1is not & pleasant. subjact;’ but lwlng o
“with inflation, suggests ways of coping- |
‘with a_problem in the power of the
Splrit and to the gIOry of God L

3 OWhy Sioop lo Bea Klng? By

~ Theré is no better way to spend yOur' ‘
life than to pour It out in loving seivice
to the Christ who has called you. '

OTemplahons In an Aﬂ!uent SOciety
"Are some. preachers toa busy toaking
. fora“fast buck" to go out Iooking fora -
"~ “ost sheep"? o

. The Preacher s Magazine

¥oaben oo
I

now theqe gems ire - prOVIde in peper- o

" alphabetically- arranged, the material is °
_readily accessible for whatever use it may
~ have. It'makes inspirational reading; and -

R oL - e IWANTE.I%»V()I -! "Isamh. “of the Biblical~ ~
. y e - Hltustrator. -Rev, Aumn S Glick' -‘Smiike-. o
. Prea[:hers Excna"ge gy’ . WANTED— Set of Pulpu Cammentanes‘ Se- :

. IR : - REER lécted Sermans by T. Dewitt Talmadge {in”
‘volume set or just some volumes).—Terry Ed-
-wards, HBox 9352, (‘ulurndo bprmgq, (‘0[0—

[
L

One of hfe 3 good lessons is that the wor!d does not end

'__every time anythmg goes awry in the church How wonderful
. it would be if there were no problems' A bishop once declared

that if a church without any problems existed anywhere in

his’ denommut:on hé would resign his office and apply for thef- B '

posntlon of its paster, But’ prﬁblems do exlst--—everywhere——

- and a good pastor learns to accept this fact and live with-it. .
Havmg taken that'step, he is prepared to take other steps“‘
‘toward the. kind of spirit and growth that should exist in'a
-‘genume "New 'I‘estament congregatlon of behevera whose

_hearts dre aflame. So it is that:the pastor’s own spirit is the -
‘ key (p. 1) and his. approach to remstance wnll lead him' and

- his people on the upward’ way (p- 3) Heis free to know what

.he’is domg, and that makes a dlfference when he plans to -

 nourish his flock with a balanced diet (p.-11). Hé. knows
- where he is .going and how he plans to get there (p. 6);,.and he

~ knows his limitations as-well as his strengths (p. 9). Pfe.

- Mostad, we love- you—and we. need you. Dont l:sten to -

___Sntnn 8 l1ea 1f he ever auggests otherwme : :

*

Yours for souls, L
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ON THE PERSON -
‘AND WORK OF .
THE HOLY: SPIHIT

N
Y

- .

THE 'VI'SI'ON WH‘CH TR“NSFOHMS gy Gga{gg Allart ',"urrra,r— .
- Thoroughly evaluates the Wasloyén m!crpratahon of scnptum inthe --
light of.madarn lhmklng index. 348" pages Clom . SI 50

resaarch on the biblical baslc 1or the domrrne o! holinass. 284 pages.

LA THEOLOGV OF LOVE.py Mudred Bangs Wynkaap. Sixtean chap-f

1ers offefing & comprehensive sludy ‘of tha basm teachengs of Jahn

'Weslay 376 pages. Cloth boafd. . " .. SR 1 95

THE CHR'STlAN AND HOMANS 7 by Honry £ B,rockurf Focuses-
. on ong: ol,the key chapters pertaining io 1he glorlous truth of de< . . -
““liverance from sin. 160 pages. Paper o : S '. $1 95 .

' Founmnous OF WESLEYAN-AHM!NIA;J THEOLOGY by Ml
-dred Bangs WynkOOp Discusses the Calvinistic-Arminion con- -

troversy wilh reference 1o froe: grace, - personal predcstmahon

" THE HOLINESS PILGRIMAGE, by John' A’ Knight Rellections on
the life, ‘ot holingss, emphasuing lhe lmponance af grnwlh and -
_malunly 111 pages. Paper. = - "¢ . : ' $1.50

" STUDIES IN BIBLICAL HOLINESS by Donatd Motz AR in: depth‘-_

_C!mhboard AL,.nexl L. Co U 8495

X uncondmonal secunly 128 pages. Cloth board o 832,85 .

PRE»‘\CHING HOUNESS TODAV by Richard'S.. Tay.'or HOI’T‘IIIGiIG&IV )

prmcnples doctrinal ; d¢shncl|vas preachmg programs,. heipfu! in

' proclmmlng tha hollneas ma‘ssaga 216 p'ages Clom board S:l 50

SEFIMONS ‘FOR HOLINESS E\MNGELISM by (; 5 meamson
Ten mossngas on-vartoys aspects of scnmuml holingss tfom one of

" its qutstanding exponents. 91 pagoes. Paper. J 850

'j-'.'rqm':yoyr._Pabh's_I.vir:rg;-Hb.use |
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- WHY- STOQ_P TO BE A mua?
' _-'I'he Ed:tor '

" KNGWING. IT BY HEART
Aiten Bowman

>

U THE mmsrsn-s TEMPTATIONS N AN
* ‘AFFLUENT SOCIETY -
John Hancock T

" WESLEY AND BIBLlCAL IN‘I‘ERPHETATION
R LarrySheImn '

- THE MINISTEH AHD HIS FELLOW
'MINISTERS -
George W Pnuett. Jr.

THE SAGHIFICE OF JEBUS
AlbertJ Lowu i

R

',LIVING WITH lNFLA‘I’ION
R E. Mcner -
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Why Stoop
oo to Be a ng"

R

Tnose WHO WERE. FORTUNA‘I‘E enough to have lmown the late Dr Henry
Clay Morrison heard him say on many occaamns. “Il‘ God calls you:
1o preaeh don’t stoop to be a king!™ - .- -

‘He was absolutely corréct ‘when he made such a clalm for there is.

o no higher calling.than to be a minister. of the gospel of Jesus Christ, In -
.. this day of extreme pressures and deep- frustrations, that claim is stil[~

. _true arid it needs to be repeated. If God has called you to preach don’ t

" . stoop to'be anything other than His anocinted messenger. .-

_ “Why'I Quit the Mlmstry” has been the théme of _.coreq of books .
" and articles published in recent.years. We have read the complaintsof

those who have yielded to the emotional and physical stresses, the some-

“times’ less-than-adequate salariés, the unreasonable demands and ex- .

.pectations under which they huve lived, and the confusion they have
- experienced in understanding their indentities. They have been. unable’
. to cope wlth a sense of steady erc}smn of respect for the hlgh ol‘ﬁce of
preechmg

It is time for someone 10 come forward w1th the other side of the

‘ -story, the mde which tells with greater accuracy what our ministry really
~is. Theére is no denying that being a preacher presents its problems, but .
. I8 there any. other profession where there are no problems?. The clergy--

man does not need the pity of people who want to think of him as.a mar-

" tyr. He is well aware of the pressures he faces. But he knows that the re- "
- wards of his labors miore than compensate for a]l the pmn he endures He
- would not stoop to be a king.. :

. “There is no better' way a "human bemg can. apend hlB hfe than to
paur it out in loving setvice for the Christ wha has cailed him.
- When the preacher remembers that he is working for God, he'is less

- likely to be overwhelmed by pressures from the people, It is God’s work
_ we are doing. It is He who called us, and it is-He who helps us, It is He to

whom we owe, our’ allegmnce, and it is.He whom we will ultlmately face

~ and to whom ‘we must give an account of our fidelity. And it is He who .
. will reward us with wages that will exceed our fondest dreams. Workers
: together wnth God' Can any kmg match such fulf'liment" SR
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the shnpe of a man, That message is the gospel of Jesus Christ, which is |
"+ the power of God to everyone who beheves it. Even though he may feelat
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o and enjoy it more.
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The preacher is not only workmg for the Lord God‘Almrghty, but he - . . You do not need any unusual sktlls to

. i3 also helping other people more than he realizes. He is-ah instrument -~ = °  commit portions of scrlpture to memntory. _
‘of God for the saving of souls from death: He is the one throughwhom = .~ Doit, and improve your preaching. * -~
‘the good news comes to those ‘who are’ 'dying without it. Sunday in‘his* -~ - o TS T . RS

' ., pulpit, and day after day in his contmumg ministry, +e is &4 message in :

. times that he is not seeing-very ‘many. saved, the Master remmds hlm_ S S e e T T
' thatone soul is worth morethanalltheworld e T T, e T L8 PR R

. He helps people not: only to expeérience forgweness for thelr sins and P Know‘“g It bV Heart -
cleansing. from inbred sin, but he breaks the bread of life for‘them as =" .~ T TR CE P E S S

. they are nurtured and strengthened under his preaching. He helps them ... : can o g
grow in grace and in the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Chrlst and he~,.' P ST T

. Ieads them in bécoming inyolved in the service of the Lord: L ECENTLY I ASKED MYSELF:- Of all dnd- provrdes a sprmgboard for eén- "
' He. helps people as they face life' with its. multiplicity of problems o '.‘?: ‘ ~the many preachers :1 “have couraging the Imty to memorize key
" " He'is with them as they work their way through the pitfalls whichwould =~ . ¢ - heard ‘which seem the most effective seripture passages. It also speeds ser-
“- destroy a marriage, dlsrupt a home, and brEﬂk the hearts-of the mem-_ T -'as pulplteers" 1 quickly listed seven.* ‘mon preparation,. and is an asset in
bers of a family.: . s - Of those - chosen, all speak with. personnl work., - Besides this; it ‘aids
...+ He points the' way" toward llfe whxch is frec from the hﬂrmful hablts S freedom using notes, not manu- . one's own splrltual growth." )
o and addictions which have come to-curse our generation,’ Itis'nat the ..~ . - " script.” Five, including-some world- . Yes, .you are probably - thmkmg
._born-agdin, Spirit- frlled Chrrstmns today who are the slaves of drugs ST - famous evangelists, have remarkable : sadly, that may all be trie—but 1.
““and.alcohol!” Lo - gifts and graces. But ‘thé. other two ' don’t have one of those phot.ogmphlc O
~ He shows people a way that is far supcrlor to the way of anxrety and .7 “are . quite ordinary—except . for’ one’ :memorles "
" despair in a meamngless existence, True, he cannot help all he might - . .- thing. They have committed consid- * “The nnswer to thnt is srmpie
“wish to hclp But he is helping people even ‘more than he knows, and- "~ ,' - érable. port:ons of the Bible to mem- - enough The men 1 have mentioned :
- when someone tells him, “You, touched my-life during a time whenI* " . .- ory, and'their ready,. nccurate - don't have such “memories- either.”
. needed a touch of love and you will never know how I thank Godfor.” * .. _quoting of the Word adds i 1mmea5ur« - Yet they- ‘have used a very hm:ted
- your mrmstry to me hc would not trade places wrth any. kmg on thls S .+ 7 .ablyto their messages. - .- amount of time for the task. Theé'se- -~
T earth. " . o Never shall I forget a senes of ser-. cret is strong motwatlon and pcrsns- o
, Added to all thls he is helpmg hlmsclf more than’ he realizes. Psy-, ~ >« . mons preached by one of the two, tent effor:t I .
o chologlsts suggest that three things -are necessary for a-fulfilling life: =~~~ = ... _- - who has'made memorization a partof My own’ éxperience - gives added
.- someone-to love, something to do, and something to which:to look'for- "~ " - lhis private devotions. Every point 'proof ‘Although long possessed of a- ™ .-
- ward. The man-of God has them all: He has a lovefor Chrlst that few. . .- . | was backed up by scripture, which he .desire to know scripture by heart,
. “people can ‘comprehend. The Apostlc Paul expressed it in the perspec- = - - .. presented with ease and conviction, . 'T've had. to learn it the hard way. I
" - tive of his beatings and imprisonments, his perils and misunderstand-. . . while looking hlB congregat:on full in ama plodder. When I was a: boy, my
.- ings, his petsonal- disappeintments . and physical mﬁrmltlesr and- “.. .. 'theface. . "~ mother had to make a specml trip to
_declared, “The love of Christ constraineth'us.”™ - - .- ... .+~ The method preserves close con- the schoolhouse to-convince the -
‘ ~*That which neither gold could have.paid him to do nor power and LT tact with Jone’s hearers,. onvinces - teachers that 1 should be promotéd
glory could have persuaded him to do, he did for the love of Christ.- ©~ -~ - . them that the man of God knows in- "~ along with my twin sister, I was stu-~ -
.. . 'There is no way anyone-can find deeper satisfaction-in the way he .- ~ o timately the_-_W ord he is preaching, . dious enough but they were: Skept"
' spends his life than:by doing: the work of the Lord who has-called him, ~ .. 7 - -~ o0 T cal of my ability, . -
giving him complete love and devotion to the Christ who has redéemed . .. R — . Fortunately, after reachmg ﬂdUIt

him, nnd lookmg forward to a future that isag. bnght as the promlses of - _ hood, ‘[ adopted the simple plan of
llstlng scrlpture passages I wished to

Tt may mean’ bemg deprwed of some of hte 8 luxurrcs, and it may :I:iy- o

-mean taking some hard knocks somewhere along the way. For St. Paulit = - o tematlcally I began repeating mem-
‘meant all this, and a headsman’s axe to end his life, But he could read . - - ‘A“"“ Bowman ¢ .. orized portions.at bedtime until I fell -
" his title clear to:a mansion in the sky, and so'can you. Your reward may: ;.- | . Professor - .t "B-Slt_lt?P, and at odd moments of the_
- seem slow in coming, but you will receive it when you can keep it longer, S MarlonGollegs *- - " day which might otherwise havebeen.

Marlon. ind. . - wasted, The procedure, far from be-

- ing 1rksome, is quite, dellghtful The

If l.:od has callcd you to preach don t stoop to be a kmg'

T ThePreachersMagazino = o ;October..197'l5_ o L S R \ = o ‘3

- memorize and working on them sys-' -
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h can 't memorizé scripture.”

- tically- all - cvangehcal churchgoerq
- can repeat such. passages. as John 3:

~ - 16, the.Lord’s Prayer, and the twen-

~ . ty:third psalm Actually, anyone who-

can. memorize -a dozen verses can -

- learn twice that many, or. 75—in--
. deed, hundreds of* them—if he- set-

- Hes down to.the task.-

s e B -

———————

,.totai tlme I have ‘;pent on lt through
. _thc years, would average only. a few
minutes a day. Yet I can now repeat
-37 complete chapters, considerable
portions of 7 more, and hundredq of'
- sharter passages. :

This 1 -consider’ a‘very modest -
“achievement, Frankly, there have .
. been periods in my life when my in-
. terest lagged; otherwise, I would pow .-
_have at the tip of my tongue. two or
 three times that amount of scripture. -

My lifework has been in the school-

~_room, .in Sunday school; and at the

writing desk far more than in the puI

. pit. Even s0, ['have found my acqui- -
~sition precious and eminently useful.

One hears the- complumt “I just

-Yet. prac- -

““But,” someone ob_]e(,tﬂ “the three' :

“As applied - to motor skills such as

- 3w1mmmg or bicycle riding or play-'

" ing an instrument, that statement is -

_ true; But when' apphed to memoriz-

- ing, itcontradicts the findings of psy-
. chologists, It is a proven fact that the.

: ‘adult (before senility, of course) can
" -memorize as reudlly as ever—if he -

o paqsage‘s you ‘mention are those wc,"«
- say’in church over nnd over again.”
~ . That is just-the point.:It is SImply o
~ . matter of. drill;’ The pessimists are
*under an illusion, One of them whom |
I know well used ‘to. purtlclpate in.
. .amateur -drama; yet . he is sure he
*gan’t learn scnpture IR :
Then there is the oft-heard tugh of *
the elderly,-“As you get older lt m'-
. < harder to learn.”

believes he- can and is w1llmg to un-

" dergo the necessnry drill. Indeed, he
‘can often do it. better because he has
greater powers of concentratmn e

‘Much of the scripture-1 know by
heart has been learned since I be- - |
came grey headed. True, it takes as- -
. many as.40 repetitions, plus perl()dlL .
review: But it did when'I was young
. too. There is no good reason why any -

aduit of ordinary mtelllgenc'e can’t
contmue to memorize as long as hls
heaith holds up.

Review of mcmorl?ed qcnpturc—u, N
: neces=;1ty if one is to retain it—is by - -
" no means onerous, Meditation.on it- -
“is a source of blessing. Take courage!

There are a few practlcal augges-

tions, gleaned from ‘the experience of . " -
Bible lovers, and the fmdmgs of psy- :
'chologmtq R L
"1, - Select, portmm that dre . espe-‘-

cially meanlngful to -you, beginning
with the shorter ones. You'll find the

- more familiar'onés partly memorized
" hefore you begin; so oftcn have you -

read and heard them. .-

2.-Memorize the referencc along o
‘with the text. This i isn't dlfflcult DR
3. Ga through the entire passage -~ " -
each time. Learning by sections is ™. .
-sure to produce memory gaps when . o

you come to put the pieces tOgether

4, -Continue : to read carefully
(aloud if possible) until sure of every: "
~word.. Otherwis¢ errors will -appear -~ -
wlhiich you'll have to unleain—a dis- - ",
‘courugmg process. Quote from mem-

-ory in_public only. after.you have.
‘repeated the passage successfully T
3 several times in private. . s
7 3 ‘Make your study periods bnef IR
- Three 5- mmute periods’ interspersed. ..
‘with other activities are better thanﬁ- S
"orie 15-minute strefch. -

6. Reviéw qystematlcelly

ing the Word in your head as.well as

_in"your heart. -“‘And let us not be -
" weary in well doing: for in due season -
~we shall reap,_gf we famt not" (Gal .
- 6:9). , . _

T'The Préajc_her:‘s,Maqazir]e' '

*You' shall 'not covet:'

Are mlnusters today too bUSy looking:
for-a "fast buck” to go out looking
for a iost sheep?

The Minister— o

HIS Temptatlons inan Afﬂuent Socxety

L "I have coveted no man S snlver

) . E Y . : .
. ‘Paﬂer dch'vqrod at Chfcag,_o'C‘bn'rrai'P(eqchefS‘fMeoting '

kN _"I‘-' T R [:4

" These are the words of a man ho -
~..-more than once hgd been clobbered °

by covetousness, wasled by his

: ._j.wanta ‘slain by selflshness murdered
-~ hy" matermllsm put- m the grave by'_-
“greed, & '
" “They are. the words of ane who had' :
.+ . discovered that covetousness was the -

- sin of sins, the father of them ‘all.
They are the words of the Apostle™
Paul, who'wrete to the Roman Chris:

. tians: T should not-have kriown what -

it is’to covet if t_he'}av.j had not said,.
. For sin, -
finding. opportumty in the command

. ment, deceived me and by it kllled'-
_‘ “me" (Rom 7:7-11, RSV).* -

But these also are the words of one

) 'Quuluhmlu frou: lhc Renised .Slandard VU'.NOH o{
the Bible, copyrighted. 1946 and !‘h2 are psed by -

T pcrnusqmn

. 7. Keep at it. You are dealmg with =

“God’s own Word, and He is pleased. .
_The benefits for all concerned will
‘mdltiply'es time passes, Keep hid-

" Octover, 1875

-~ John Hancock

" Pastor, Firsi Church
. of the Nazarene ,
Kankakee, Ml. "~

or. gcld or apparel" (Acts 20 33)

i

_ Iam crucifxed iwith - Chrm neucrthc L
icss I live; yet not I, but Chnst lweth in .

me:-and the life which I'now live in the © .
-ﬂe-;h I live by the faith of the Son of God, .~
- whd loved me, and gave htmvelf for me - -

S (Gal, 2:20). For to me to live is Christ,

“.and to die {s gain (Phil. 1:21). Yea doubt- .
-less, ond I cotint all things but luss for the = . .
excellency of the knawledgc of Christ Je- . -

" sus- my Lord for whom. I have suffered *© -

“the loss of all things, and do count them . -

but dung, that I may win Christ (Phil. -
3 8). Neithier count"I my life deur unto
. myaclf. so that'I mtght finish-my course:

vaith joy, and the ministry, which I have - .

recewed of the Lord Jestis, to testify. thc T
‘ ovpei of the grace of God (Acts 20:24).

. These are the words of a successful,
‘ tned and tested battered and -

~who had been delivered from death’ ~ scarred; very-much-alive veteran

by the life-giving touch of Jesus '
" Christ and called to prea(,h the pos-
__= ‘pel His’ testlmony is’ posntwe and
cle&r

preacher of the gospel and servant of e

_our. Lord Jesus - Christ.

- They, are the ‘words of .an enthu- -
: Slastlc progressive pastor-evangelist:

missionary- educator- adminig-- "~
trator who had been. practicing whet-_ o
_he preaches to those to whom he is.

now entrusting the future of the chur-

* ches and the work he has established )

during his ministry among them. -
I listen to these words because they -

. speak " to my troubled ministerial ..
" heart today in the midst of material-
S cism. beyond description; surrounded
_ by challengmg changes. occurring so . .
”-rapldly that the latest book wrlttcn
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S .to explam them is too lete' Some of’
. our heart trouble may result from':
- high- blood pressure; but for-most of

tis it is high world pressure threaten-

ing to squeeze the spmtuql hfe out of
© . us, :

S Thle_ is the day of_ “.th_e fe_et _buck_
the unfixed price

. . . the goof-off . . . the

". the half-done job . . . the proxi-:
. the: interimrethic
. the smooth c]lche

We minister daily to pedple who

_* “know the price of everythmg and

" the value of nothing.”” Qur world is -
- better acquainted with name brands "
- than with gospel firebrands. Our peo--
. -ple know more. about ‘calories than

: . the*eccom- -
: modated moral standard "Itisaday

" which has a limited vision of poverty
- and an unlimited poverty of vision. -

“of our materml wnnts, or drownmg in

otr damning desire, .or being lapped
up by the luxuries in whose laps we

“thought we sat. Yes, we are fully-
- aware of the spiritual implications of
Paul's'words. How will we "hack it"?
" How can we eurvn)e" ' _

~ The survival ig packed in the worde S
.of the Masteﬂ o '
- Seek ye first the kmgdom o[ God and o
his righteousness; .and all -these, things

shall ‘be. added unto you (Matt. 6:33).

" Give, and it shall be given unto you; good.
‘measure, pre‘;sed down, and shoken to-
: gether and running over, shall men give -

inttr your bosom. For with the same mea-

sure that ye mete withatl it shall be .-
“meastired to you again (Luke [:5 .18) ‘But -
whosoever will be great among you, shall,
be your ministef: and whosoever of you. . ;-
will be the chlefest shall be.servant of -+~

. Christ, Like ancient Israel, it'cai be.
' ‘said of us: “The word of the Lord was
.- -rare in those. days there was- no fre-
" quent vision” (1 Sam.-3:1, RSV).
o ;Tragically, it is a day in whlch in- -
" tegrity is a forgotten word in every.
** walk of life—from garbage colleetlng
. "to the highest office in the land. -
: Coupled with this is the sad fect- :
- that in the eyes of many “the image

of the ministry is ‘obscured, diffused,

" undramsatic, purposeless. In the-eyes
cof the commg ‘generation the task of
the minister is ill defined. Collegmns '
- ... tend to view the mihister as com-
'petrtlve institutiorialized, grebbmg' o
*at-whatever attention ‘he can get in
his community, concerned with bud- -
© getary needs, presenting a’ false front
~.’.to the world and to other churches;
" ‘ministering to the most traditional
~ ~and ‘defensive ‘and uncreatwe ele- -
-+ ment in the. commumty
. __:Martm Mnrty) ‘
.. Preachers are cymcally sald to be
: “_too busy looking for the lost coin to.
. . be out looking for the lost sheep.” .

(So says

Most of us are fully awsre of these

. things. Too many of us have lost our

‘Christ-centered compasses and are
aimlessly adrift on the surging waves

“all. For even.the Son of man came not to'.
.be ministered unto, but to minister, and .
Lo give his l:fe a‘ransom for many (Mﬂrk o
4 10:43-45). _ g
“And Peul eummed it up; “Present .=
"- your bodies a living sacrifice . . ,un- =~ = ¢
. to God"” (Rom..1:1): In short, forus .
“'ag ministers—for all Christians—the "
priority has to be a epmtual one: - . -
- Keep God first!

‘We are—or should be——profesmon-

als, but riot guilty. of professionalism .~
r-thet is, being motivated by any- .
thing. other than love. for, God and:
: souls L . :
" Recently a frlend s‘eld to one of our
most ‘successful evangellsts “Bill, I~ .
wouldn’t do what ‘you're doing’ for
- $30,000.a year!” The evangelist re-- . -
plied, “‘Neither would 1.” I am sure * + """
~we understand what he was saying. ' .. <.
We ministers ‘serve in a field char-- -
~.acterized by its lack of “security,”
-~ in'the world’s sense of the word.” -~

But meney does matter. "Anyone

" who has' ever had the _experience of
being. without it knows- that, Want—_ e
-ing money.is not sinful."Having jt is. -

“not carnal, Saving it is not- worldly.

- Most of us need .it, not‘to “keéep up = -
--w1th the Joneses," but to keep up‘ ‘

i The Preachers Magezine:"' c

_ _the payments on the Junkers we Aare
" .. driving..

-Paul, of course, is referrmg to hlS

N att:tude toward money. The question

* for us- alwnys must.be, Do I -possess
.. my possessions, or am T possessed by:
- them? Is money my master whom., I
" serve, or ‘my friend to use to enrich.

lee—for myself and others? .-
Someone has wisely. observed that

“there are two ways to be rich—one
s it the -abundance of our posses-

ter, Jesus Chrlst paid his own way

~...when there was no other way. Even
_though he declared that “they which - -

minister about holy things. live of

“the things of the temple,” and “they

.. which preach the.gospel should live
-of the. gospel™ - Cor. 9:13<14), he
-was always prepared to work with
- his hangs. ta provide for himself and .-
- others rather} than depend on a:

“handout.”

. Paul had proven wlth hlS hfe the-
‘ words “It is more blessed to give than
- to'receive.'" ], too, after-more than 21
- years of full time ministry, can testi--
< fyto that.truth. I have réceived much-
. -—-and that is always a blessed exper- -
. ience. But the greatest blessing
comes in: knowing that only what 1.
have given is eteérnal—it abides, And -

I have never been able to outgive the

Lord., Tithing: and giving offerings .
~have. been a way of life. Adding it up,
_ it has.often amounted to i double or
ST 'traple tithe. We have kept God first—,
.in our tithes, talents, and time, He
- has helped us to. edueete two_of oitr,
..~ children in holiness ¢olleges, and now
", a.third.is enrolled.- God. has supplied |

every need: He has given opportunity

~ for_extra work and extra pay, but we
. have had to DO’ the work, TAKE the
. .’ time, and GIVE of ourselves 'I‘odnyI '

. .can. say ‘with ‘Paul that I covet no

man’s. cash; clothes—-or church. If T

- . want somethmg, I decide what I will
do wlthout to get 1t—-—and work for it.

g October. 975 -

Let me share eomepractt‘cel hmte

- whlch‘ may help us make it ﬁnanelal
. ly in the ministry. O

‘1. Don’t let these “llttle dev:]s" .
"-rob you—*T1l luck out” (win the lot- |
tery, strike it-rich, .get a blgger

church),. “Nickels and dimes don't -
count” (they do!); I can’t save any-

- .thing” (put aside $amething, a set-

amount regularly); “We’l] ‘pay- for -

that later” {procrastination is not .
" only the thief of time);-*I don’t: cire
- gions; en_d_the other is in the fewness. .
.. of our wants.” Paul, as-did his Mas: ..

what it costs; just tell jme what the .
monthly payments are’ (famous _last

'words ‘of former ministers).

2. Thmgs we already know, lrghtly
touched—(1) Don't- buy ‘everything -

_ you think you need. (2) Buy quality .

merchindise on-sale. (3} Watch out

‘for ‘the words. discount and- whole- i
~ sale, They, too, are often famous'last

Ty

words. (4) Avoid like the plague im- '

pulse buying. {5) Be cautious infi- . -
‘nancing—interest rates will eat. you

- alive, or déad. (6) Consider the possi-
bility of used: goods——watch the want
“ads. (7) Keep what you have in good
repair {it will be back in style soon). -

(8) Go easy on luxuries—they don’t -

last long apd usually wind up'in the -
"garage ‘sale. (9) Don’t 'worry about
.the Joneses and keepmg up with
‘them (or some of our smgmg or Her-

monizing “‘showboats™ in their Hong

Kong knits). (10) Strive to work-out.

a ‘budget - and -stay inside it. (11)

Don’t presume on the goodness of
people. (12) Avoid borrowmg to meet
.‘current expenses.’

" This is a time when “backpackmg

" —a phase of camping—is in vogue: If

a-'man can cafry on his back all that’s.

mecessary for 'a week’s healthy. ex-.
Alstence——shelter food, fuel,-and

sleepmg gear-—scramb]mg madly to.
acquire so many extras doesn’t make
much sense, does it? -

‘Men may be  “reaching for ‘the -

‘moon,” but they still need us to show
~them the way to the:Son. Let | us *'so -

labour end stay bllessed
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| E"-J_.Wesley and Blbllcal Interpretatron

ByR Larry Shellon L __—\ .

.. "expresséd his desire for its] ‘message m_
"7 this well-known passage: '

'+ I want to know one thing—the way. to
° Heayen; how to’ land safe on that-huppy.

HI-‘ PRIMARY . BAblb for ull ol Wec;- .

ley s theology and preachm[.,

" was, of course, the Bible. He de- .
voured-it in great gulps: He breathed -
" it in his sermons. He searched its
depths with an unquenchable desire
“-to.fathom its contents. Scripture was.
" for  him the authoritative norm for -

prenchmg, thinking, and acting. He

shore. God himself has condescendcd to

" teach the way: For this very end He came- -

from Henven. He hath written it down in

"..bé homo unius libri (s man of one boak),

Here then:I'am; far away from the busy

'__wuys of men. | sit down alone: Only God -
ig here:.In Hls presence 1 open, I read l-im‘
“book, for this end, to find the wny “to’
:Hea\«'en Is there'a doubt concerning ther--
. meaning’ to'the thing. I'read? Does any-
"thing appear-dark or intricate? T ]ift up
-y héart to the Pather of Lights: “Lord,
is not'Thy word, if any man lack wrsdom, ‘
let him ask of God? Thou givest liberally
~and upbraidest' not. Thot hast said, if*
“any. be willing to do Thy. will, he shall
“know. Iam wﬂlmg todo, let me know Thy

- 'Asmnmm pun(nr, hrql Wenleymr (hurch H:gh:
: Pomt N C . . .

N .

wrll’ l lhen senrch after ond -compare..
'parallel passages of Scripture, compar:
.ing ‘spiritual things with" spiritual. [ -

-meditate thereon with' all the attention .
“und_carnestness .of which” my mind -is. - ...~

'mpohl(_, If any douht still remains, ['con-.”
" sult’ those who ‘are experienced ‘in the .
. things of God:- and " then the wntmgq

wherehy, being dead, they yet speak. And
what I thuy learn, thut I teach.”” - -

‘Wesley's method of 1nterpreting
'the Bible; then, was inductive in-its
‘approach. He: allowed scripture to

speak for itself, compared it with it-

self,.and drew his theology dlrectly: _
from it. Philip' Watsori: summarizes. .
" a book. Oh,.give me that book! At any, -
- price give me. the book of Ged! Lhave’ it:
‘Here is knowledge enou;,h for me. Let me

Weqleyfs approach to mterpretatton

‘in The Message of the Wesleys:

“If you desire to ‘read the Scnptures in’
5uch o manner as may most effectually - .
answer this end, would it'nol be advis- .~
_.able (1) fo a6t n]mrt a llttle time, if. you

can, each morning. -and evening “for that

. purpase?-(2) At. each’ time, if you have . .

leisure, to read a chapter out of the Old,

and one out of the New Testament; if you
cannot. do tlll‘i, to take a single chapter, 1.
“or-a part of ohe? (3) To read this'witha
.singlé eye to know thé whole will of God, .
and o fixed resolution todo it? In erderto * -~ .
‘know His.will, you should (4} have a¢ons. -
- stant eye to. lhe analogy of faith, the con-. .

‘nection and -harmony there is, between

those grand Tundeémental doctrines, ori-’
" ginal sin, justification by faith,. the new -~

v . The i’recher's Mngnil_rle'

© it -whereby it was .given.'
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.blrth mward and outwurd holmess (.)}

“Serious and_ earnest prayer should -be

constantly used before we .consult “the-

. oracles of God, 8e¢ing ‘Scripture can on- .

ly be understood 'lhrough fhe ‘same Spir~
" Qur. ren(lmg
should. likewise be clased with prayer,
that what we read may be written in our

- hearts. {6) It might also be'af use, if while -

‘we read we were frequently to pause and .

. examine ourselves by what we read, both

with relauon io our hearta and llves

"-'(p 162)..

“In prmcrple number four, Wehley

. empha‘uzeq the need to be aware of
+ .the “nnalogy of faith" and the con-
.- nectional or contextual relatlonshrps '

The “analdgy of faith” is one of the'

-very -oldest " interpretive prmcrpleza

and it means silnply that an interpre-:

" tation should be compared with the:
. '-mterpretatlon that has hlstorlcally
- been .given a passage by orthodox

: Chnstlamty It does not méan, how-

- ever, that we aré to compare our in-

_terpretwe conclusions only with what

“has  béen. the customary interpreta-

tion in the Wesleyan movernent
alone All of Chnstlamty is to-be con-’

" gulted.

I‘urthermore mterpretmg a pas;

sage within its nearer and more dis- -
‘tant ‘contexts removes the tendency
. tolift passages out, ‘isolate them, and’
~ - then " proof-text.- Prool—textmg dls-"
* torts the true meaning of. scripture -

because' it allows the interpreter to’
use a passage to prove his own con-

- ¢lusions rather than forcing -him to
* bring his theories into line. with the

natural and contextual senses.. ‘Wes-:
leyans should be extremely cautious -

. at this point, for in attempting. to .

substnntlate what- we think :to: be

- cardinal pomts of doctrine, we often

allow: our zeal to prove our points:

- with: scripture to exceed our- mtegnty

in letting scripture say what it will.
In so doing,.we press passages into’
service which were never intended to
bear the aense we sometrmes give.
them," ' ‘ o

‘

‘

In principle number five, Wesley
'emphasueq the need to seek the as-.
sistance of the Holy Spirit in correct-
ly -interpreting " and understanding

scripture. We -should here be .well . .
- aware -that Protestantism ‘has his- -
~ forically held that the Word, cannot .~ .
be. separated from the. Spmt The
Spmt does not enable the interpre- -
“ter to mturt meanings which are notr X
mherenL in the Word itself. The in- .~
. terpretmg ‘%pmt o.nly illuniinates -
“‘what the inspiring Spirit_ has re- " :
vealed, For ‘example, the drawing of "
_nlle;,orlcal meamngs out of passages

which were imeant to be interpreted
historically and literally opens a wide.

and dangerous gate for doctrinal sub- e

Jecmwsm It:is extremely easy, as we '

have seen repeatedly in the history of -

the Church for sincere men- to sub:-

. stitute their own pious ‘thoughts and‘ -
convictions for-the Word of God.

Fmally, when Wesley says he
-wants to be **a man of one-book,” he

. does not mean_that he isolates him. -
‘self from all other human thought ..
'and scholarship. He notes. that he

“consults those. who. are experienced

in the things of Ged.” Wesley, we
‘must. remember,
“scholar. He was a well-read man, as

;was an-Oxford

.his library shows.:He was conccrned

that his people feed their minds on

the best that meri wrote, ag well'as on”

- what'God hil‘d,ir_fSp'i_red. To this end -

he led his.people on an extensive:

- reading program. He read many

books, but he understood all books in.

- the light of Him who is the. Truth,

as the Spirit brought: Hlm to. llght S

through the Word

Let us then as mhentors of Weq— -

ley 3 Vision, strivé to be as scrupu- -

lous as he in. brmgmg every thought
into captivity to the Word of qu
" And let us rnever trist an

“ scripture and conﬁrmed by the Splr
rt - Lo
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“inner. -
“voice” as a-guide to doctrine and bé- -
-havior unless it.is substantiated by
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CALL TO SER\IP\I‘ITHOOD

W

C S COWLES Pasmr Church of the Nazarene Covmu calit,

THE PAST(IH DEAI.S WITH GONFI.IOT

sy

“Negroes are movmg in!’ 'Thnt an--
nouncement shocked a comfortable
. and prestlglous whlte ‘holiness -

“church, ‘setting 'in motion- forces .
which.ignited a conflagration ‘of: the .
‘ﬁrst'magxiitude‘ Conflict raged, feel-
. ings grew volatile, issues became in--
ttense. buttle llneq were drawn, The
"' pastor, a peaceable person .decply

~ -imbued with holiness idealism, was”

- caught.totally by surprise. He never
* -even imagined that the _“fnmlly of
"God” could be so caught up in in-
ternecine struggle I know the man
well, ‘and an deeply indebted to.him:
for the insights which T now share.

Conflict is inevitable-in today's
world and has. always attended the

B dcve]opmg life of the Church. Con- -
- flict is. such an integral dlmenmon-
of mmlstry that it must. be lncorpo-‘
“rated into any theological - under- .
~ standing of the nature and task of the '
" .Church. Furthermore, conflict ‘offers-:

the ‘pastor an’ unparalleled‘ oppor-

--tunity to study his church in its most -

“authentic aspects. Con[‘lwt has a way
. of revealing ‘critical issues and fun-
f'dnmental commntment& It exposes

: 'Quutaluma !'mm the Remwd S'randnrd Vermm u[ .
. the Bible, cnpynghted IEHG nnd 1952, are used by'
: pcrmlsnon .

0

Frghﬂng w:rhouf and fear wuhm (2 Cor 7 5 HSV) .

'mherent weaknesses and luyq bare

basic concerns. For people seldom do

battle with one another except over L

matters abﬂut Whlch they care deep

ly L
More pomtedly, mmnstry«-—where

it is. courageous—excntes conflict. It
" créates issues, asks. questlona, chal-
len;,es assumptions, - calls. for action,. )
-parries, redction, and incites change. TRRERATE
-“Is it you, you troubler of Israel?” - =

" usks Ahab of Elijah (1 ngs 18:17,
~RSV). Less heroically and more fre-
- queitly, conflict thrusts itself upon
" the congregation quite dpart from the " -

' ,mtentmn and will of the minister. A

pastors instinctive -reaction -is to

- view 'it- as" a'.carnal "abberation, or
«even as a demonic_invader to be cast: © .

“out by prayer and fasting and. hard' ST

- preaching. 'This may well be the case;

.

and a toncerted spiritual counter-

attuck the appropriate reésponse.

altar,. Rather, he patiently tries {o

And it ‘may well not be the case algo. ~*- . ..
- ¥ am” intrigued by the- way Paul : .
deals with factious conflict in Cor-' -
inth. He does declare that: they are.
. acting “as ‘men of the flesh, as babes -
in Chirst™ (1 Cor, 3:1, RSV) But'he: =~
does not speedily - L1urry them to the = -

dncover and underqtand the roots of . -~

Tha Preacher s Magﬂzme- '

o

" their-¢onflict-—i.e., their natural at-
. tachmient to.certain spiritual leaders
*—and then leads them on to u broad-
er. view. and. loftier -perspective -of
~ what the Church is all about. His

" method . of -dealing. with conflict is

‘ _'theologicul;'he tries by the use of an--

alogy, 'illustration, and logic to in-

crease their. aplrltuul fleld of vision :
. (1 Cor,-3:5-23). In this.spirit, perhaps
- we are justified in refuamg to take the
. easy way -out by sweeping church
‘conflict, under the rug of bland spir-
itual generalities, and rather ad-

dregsing ourselves to the -more

difficult._task of understandmg und, -

resolving conflict.

.. People react when they feel threat-
_ened. Such feelings are rooted in fear,
- which in turn has its origins in funda- -
- “.mental life- instinets: ‘When ‘threat-
" ened, -peoplg react by “flight” or
“fight.” When they stay and fight,
- conflict is likely to proceed. For every .
- actioni *has 'a way_ of provoking an .
_ equal and ‘opposite:- reaction, .* .
" Itis my observation that the ques:
- tion of survival is at the heart'of most
. church confli¢t. Somebody. feels that
*his ‘position or project -or person s
. threatened. Theé threat may be real or .
R .onlylmagmed it makes no difference
.in its capac1ty ‘to put people’s entire . '
- system on.“‘emergency alert.” They
~.act to secure their position and de-_
. fend themselves. They repel that per- -~
-..son’ or those forces they perceive as
..~ being the threat. Further, they pro-
. “ject- their anxiety upon .the whole
church. They -are quick ‘to: protest.
"that they don't care about what hap-
" peéns to them-——lt is the church they.
are concerned about. Hence, private -~
 fears. and personal anxieties have o
©way. ‘of bécoming contagmus nffect-
- ing the whole church.

- The tllogrcal ‘element lﬂ church

conflict is. that the-very people who -

. are overreactmg out-of love and loy--

" dlty to the church are perpetuating .
o that very spmt of dw:sweness whnch.

Octobar 1975

heightens the potential for a disin-

tegrative rupture. The chugch

against itself is' a contradiction. In--
terrial conflicts and. group survival™
-seem mutually to exclude each other,
And yet it is the rare church which in
fact does split: over issues. mvolvmg .
mternal conflict. To the contrary,
.many- pastors __report that their
“churches seem ‘to prosper when the "
‘battle rages most fi ercely, It is almést -
a8 if nobody wants to'miss out onthe ..
“actign. Furthermore, when the con-
- flict is resolved and the crisis is past,
- the church- -appeais’ ‘to be stronger as .
a’ result—at -least in sdme cases of .
_whlchlpersonally know. . . - )
_We must then assume that confhct" :
_ s not necessarlly incompatible - Wlth
the will to survive. To the contrary, - L
“conflict’ may well serve an indispen- .-
sable role in- the struggle of a social -
group for survival. There are ‘at least - -
three authorities who suggest such a--
- possibility. -
.Eric Berne, in his book Thc Struc-"
- ture afid Dynam:cs of Orgamzatwns :

and Groups, maintains that the most

lmportant cohesive factor.in’ any.
“group is ‘its will to survive. This is

demostrated by observing that: (1)

_-attack from the qutside will be.re-
sisted; unifying even the conflicting -
-elements within; (2) absent members .
—or even the threat of members leay- )
ing the group——-depress the rest; (3)
" new 'membets ‘create tension until < - -
tested; (4) unbalanced behavior
" leads to resistance among the restof -
‘the group; and (5) internal conflict. _-
“will be precipitated rather than fac- -
_ing a decision which threatens. the .~ -
life of the. group. Apathy is the dead<. " -
_ ly enemy of all social groups, not'con- =
flict. When people cease to care, -
_there is peace—and there s death. .
- Conflict, for’'whatever reason or’in., - -
whatever guise, declares that some: .
body at least is deep]y concerned‘
about .the group, .its ongoing exls—'
“tence,-and his position within it.

11



Kar] Menninger proposes & theory
__of human behavior. which views ill-
nesses, aberrant. behavior, antisocial
:disorder, aggressive reaction, and the.
inciting of conflict as emergency..
measures institht,e'd by the human or -
 -social’ organism toward the recpvery

of its vital balance. Such special and

unusual “maneuvers, automatlcnlly
initiated, may appear to be entirely

destructive in their effect——and in-"

deed in some cases actually-are. But

. recovering and mamtammg ‘a self-;
. integrative homeostaem is so impor:

‘tant to the survival of an individual *
or group that any ‘sacrifice. will ‘be

‘made and any rigk taken. ‘What ep

.. pears ‘on"first impression :to be’ 4

threat to survwel-~fever psychosis,

- ‘measures’ instituted toward the res-
toration of baldnce- and. the recovery
. of eqml)brlum in the organism. - -’

It is Konrad:Lorenz’ thesis, haeed-

.~ upen wide- mngmg,.socmbmlogl-l

- cal research, that “a
~from being the diabolical, destruc-

©- tive principle that classical’ psycho- L
o analys:s makes it out to be, is really -
- an essential part.of the ife- preserw
ing -organization of instincts,” " He’

_ furthér asserts, “‘Conflict between-in-
.dependent sources of 1mpulse is able”
to produce; within the organism, ten-
. sions. ‘which ‘lend .firmness to the-
. whole system; mich as the stays of a
'mast give it stability by pulling in
.foppoelte directions.” Though eggree~"
slod ‘may eéxpress itself in the’ wrong’
way and. have destructive conse-”
. quences, this is not its-inherent func-
- tion, The: purpose of aggressive.
activity is not to exterminate the op- .
'ponent_ Rather lt is to gmn comml of

2z

‘aggression, far -

- conflict—may .well" signify extreme -

a certmn terntory or sntuauon in sueh o

as way a8 to insure the survival of the -

-organism. Conflict: among members. . -
of the sume group gerves to drscharge,f '
“aggressive energies which cannot be .-
“directed toward an outside threat. .
, Conflict declares- in unmmtakable
_termq “that somethmg is wrong.
Somebody, or some group, or perhaps
-the ‘whole church, feels threatened. -
.The cause for concern may or. may < .
net be well founcled but it must be
“-discavered, dealt with, and resolved - -~
with all’ dlspatch Otherwme the pas-

tor ag leader of the congregation may

quickly lose the: capacity to act; he

himself may become.the issue.”
In ‘his_book, . .The Plague, Albert

.realize that the. gm:es had been shut

»

licious motwes

in the ¢ity of death: ‘“Their first re-

‘action, for instance, was to abuse the o
‘authorities.” When this’ happens,. o
then the question of survival is thrust_— s

upon the pastor also. -

- Cénflict then may -arise from nat- -
ural social. and mterpersonnl causes . .. .
. which;in the first instance, . do not* -
.__necessarlly represent eplrltually ma-"- -’
To " -recognize that-
,helps us as paetors to -address our-
selves toward .the reeolutmn of - the_"
"‘fundamental causes. This is not to~
..say ‘that natural’ condmons cannot” -
‘affect peoples epmtual attxtudea e
'But, in the main, we render a greater
" service 'to people and the church -
~when we explore the pOSSlblllty that -
_ it might well be a nail in the boot
~that causgs the defective walk, rath- °
_er than: an- apostate Bpmtual condl-
tmn . )

: Theﬁ‘ree_c'_her's 'Magrezin_e' e

‘Camus- descrlbes what ‘happenedto _
the “townsfolk - when they began- to -

‘and that they were virtual prisoners

The commandment “Thou shalt not steal "
_ “applies to mlnlsters as wellas Iaymen '
e it ancludes "sheep stealmg " f

The Mmlster and

: ,THE PRACTICE OF the golden rule. .

should beé a basic . foundation

-stone in. the’ pastor’s dealings” with
hig fellow wministers.- Theoretically,
<" " we aceépt this premise with ease, but
" the démonstration of it can be quite
. difficult. For example, have. you ever .
- had a fine young couple from a neigh-
" boring church of your denomination .
-~ €ome. 10 you with a complaint about
-+* their church and desire to make a
.. change? What do. you do?  What
.~ would you want another pastor to do_
* Were he in your. shoes? -
It is ehcouraging that ‘we have a-
.--'number ‘of fine churches in urban
" “areas. This is as_it should be if we
: would evangelize: the teemmg masses’
i our Cever Expandmg cities. It is
.-comforting to know that, should ir- -
- . reconcilable differences arise (as with
~+ - Paul and Barnabas), and we: must
- +"lose ‘members, -they may be trans- -
. ferred to sister .churches: meteed of .
~being lost to the church.: s E
. The ppstor would do well to “pl'ay-
it cool” when members of other.con-
gregahons visit his regular serwecs‘_"
~or approach him w1th desire to join: "
“The reasons are many. The disgrun- -
.. tled. ones frequently do. not "bring
.. “blessing to the new church, If, in fact,
- ‘they are runiting from problems in-’
- stead of resolvmg them in-a Christ--
- like way, ‘they are not likely to be_
y ‘ e AR usually results in disability.

oPnotOIL"P]nta Church n[ the Nazarine, Chul",l'mit'e
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. relationships. -

HIS Fellow Mmlsters __;: e

‘ By George w Prlvetl, Jr.,

onal ina new situation. To some

- folk, the-grass always looks greener
-_elsewhere ‘ -

-Since the commandfnent “‘I‘hou '

, shalt not steal,” applies as forcibly to .
minister as well a8 layman, the man -~

of-God- should practice ¢are in theSe ”
“Sheep stealing™

reprehensible before God. It brmgs'

His judgment—not His blessing..

- If a pastor is so strongly pressured‘
for statistical and financial gain ag to .
frequently resort to_this practice, it -

".ig time for him- to re-examine. the . .
“source “of his call to the ministry.. .
“God hnth not called. us unto -un- . " .
'cleanness [which could mclude dou-' i)
‘ble- dealmgl ‘but unto holiness.””.
“Unless a pastar repénts and changes,

he’ may find it better to peddle pick-

‘les in Paducah than to pastor a'peo- B

ple whose: purpose is paradise.

‘When families come from other :

churchee, the - pastor should . allow.

. some time. The newcomers may find =

out after several- Sundeys that ‘their.

‘church wasn’t so bad after all.’Also, .. "
the Lord may talk to them about how L
to. lmplement a-reconciliation for the .

: good of a]l concerned. Never be: hasty -

~in advising them to make a change. S
It may seem to'be the best for you, '

but it may be the worst course of ac-

“tion for them from a eplrltual stand-

point. The flight from responsibility

If nttendance perelsts and over-f'



tures continue to be made, the: pastor
' is morally obligated. to- prayerfully"
.- investigate the- situation. This wijll-
“probably involve’ ‘talking with hls}
~ brother pastor or the district superin- .

tendent—or Both: In this ‘process, he

. .'is never‘to ahenate the. affection of .
. .persons from theif. former ‘church or
.- pastor. Prequently the pastor of the.

. fahily in qUestmn will give valuable_
*_insight to the inquiring minister: The
“change’ may; be for the best in the

light bf évents which have transpired.

Both pastors should keep two consi-

" derations always ‘hefore them; (1)

) Y

" frustration. Was eased for'sure, as the'_.

'Will-this change benefit or hurt the -
churches involved? (2) Will it deepen;.
- the sp;ntuhl life of the family in::

volved" R “

B heard a pastor of g church ina.
Tlarge city tell a practics class in one.
‘of our colleges that, when he wasn't - .
winning new people, he was busy try- -

ing to.attract members from other

- churches, Thls pastor—a, guest lec: -

turer—later learned bétter, but his

stdtement explained why &“dog eat- "
“dog” attitude ‘prevailed among pro- .
~fessed” brethrén at that time.in the
“city.where heabored. If otir primary .
‘interest is in building God's kingdom
‘—and not. our own—we will do noth- .
ing to"divide brother from brother or -
" church from ¢hurch. - : ’
If we will listén to the voice of God', .
and take counse!l from’the wise, we = -
-can be Christlikein all of our deal-
- - ings with our fine hrother ministérs,

DISCOUQ””Q Aged Amenca a0t
: - By Staniey Sutiep B SO :‘_'. .

Dlscovermg aged Amenca may."';‘

have saved ‘me in my. mlmstry Some

L _Lord operied, up new areas of service..

What a thril] we felt as we'first saw

: the beaut:fuf stone church, large par-

. donage, and solid Chnstmns -in -our
.- first pastorate! The only sevére ten:
*. gion that begnn to build -over the
" years was more a vague fee[mg thana
-~ definite problem. Visiting over a wide
- rural ‘area in homes and’ hospltals :

. .-'along with "leammg the ropes” in a

practical nature in charch adminis-

_tration; kept us busy Yet anxisty be- -
-gan to grow. Uneasiness prevmled ‘as§

we bégan to feel that growth was slow
and that the pastor and people were

- not ~ministering enough outsnde the
_‘church .
" Twor church related muzens of rest. -

. 'Panwr, Grace Church of lhc Nn‘anrene, Wnchnn .
kKam Co. . .
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homeq hegan to prowde dlrectlon A

Conversatlons revealed that many of "’

. the, patients were not only alert, but™ "~

- fine Chrigtians eager for Bible study T

~Because .of-the nondenominational- "
structure. of ‘the rest home, the ad- -

- ministrators - could . not offer this,. -

~ but welcomed clerg,y to come in nnd .
~doso. .. Lo

‘How - rewardmg that first - Blb!e_ o

.study when 25 senjor adulis enrolledf. e T

‘From 10 to 15 “faithful” came each . -~ 7.

week in- that small rest home, and a,

whole new expenence opened a8
these pcople invaded my heart.

:Did it help the aged? Indzcatxons-
‘weré that'it did. Did it help the'pas- -~
“tor? Did it help the pastor! In il- ...
lustrations, .in gmdmg our people to _

" new vision, 'in’opening ‘my" heart to- - _
new depths of Iovmg My whole mm--‘ o

istry was warmed.

Discoverying aged Amenca-_-
. -changed this pastorshfe '

The Proacher 8 Magazlna -

TheSacnﬁceofJesus i

e OLD 'I‘ESTAMENT ‘prédicted it.

A marvelous mosaic of references -
- from divers books, authors, and cen-
turies, becommg, by the Spmt §in-
_ spiration, a perfect portrait of a long
© . awaited, suffering Saviour! Heaven's ..
-“identi-kit pieced- together - by . his-
" tory's ‘fulfillment of. prophecy!
~'The :New Testament throbs with
..-its‘passion and purpose. God’s Love-
- Gift to a perishing world. Christ’s gift - -
“. “of himself for the vision of a Church
- fair.and flawless.. A* Calvary 50 "pre- .
“cious to an individaal Christian that . -
© the heart is. forever engraved ‘with”
. *The Son of God .
‘gave himself for ‘me.’
- Magnificat to heaven’s Te Deum in -
.- Revelation's: symiphonic -fifth chap- :
" ter, the Lamb is enthroned. - ,
.. Christian’ worshlp exalts . it.: By-
L architecture and altar, in creed and,‘-'
-~ sacrament, through Stainer and
" Bachy Watts and Wesley; and mod-:
o ern fo]ksy lyric. Proclalmmg

" From Mary’s

" Beneath. the cross of Jesus

. “ by ;
_ Alhert J. Lown'

" Nazarene evange]lal’
" London, England

October, 1975 .

loved me, and ~

. Here are aspects of the sacrifica of .+
- Jesus which we seldom notice. ~

Co

Does the forgomg of marrla{,e and a .
" God-appointed helpmate deepen our’

appreciation of that sacrifice? How R
-did’ Jesus sustain His lifework with-’

‘out ‘the closest human love?’
My -own life and- mmlstry would

. have fared poorly without a life part-
. ‘neri m the parsonage Loving beyond
deservmg and- servmg bheyond desit-. -
_ing. Partner in ‘ministry’s- magnifi-

cent episodes and patient- listener'
in :moods of murmuring. Repository -
of secrets,.center of-large areas of
church llfe, and. constructwe ‘critic of
preachmg and programs, Standing. -

by in the lonelinéss of decision, but -
“never permlttlng the lonelmess of

‘desolation that Jeésus knew, . .
*Creator-of home and eonqueror of -

. poverty when a mockery of a stipend - .
‘had to maintain life; children’s edu-..

cation; and ceaseless hospxtahty

'Mamtammg pastoral and parental

toles in my. absence, coping with the

unexpected; soothmg upset nerves‘
I ' g'_and members. - - . KR
S I fain would take my stand. - -

“Secretary, telephomst - nurse,‘
chauffeur, curate, hotelkeeper ad-

viser, memory, and consclence—— T
. 'shleldmg in mlstakes and omissions, -
- and mspmng to achievements un-
. dreamed of in early fearful days:

““the woman whom thou gaueat' -

. to be with me.” - -
. But for Hlm-— cet

"*“No crib, no home no wlfe’“ L

- Wns love.sublimated? To John; the L
beloved friend? to. Martha. Mary. T
-'arrd Laznrus a carmg famxly" to the -



_He sufferéd bied and dwd

. _'-Eu( we haven t saved one. man.

...—n""'"# o
e

'_'.Church Lo be, a bride chosan hefore o

the foundation of the world?

‘No.sublimation can wholly cnm--f

pensate, at all.timesg, for the nonful-
fillment of God-given desires. If “the.

Word -wpns made flesh” and He was
' made fike’ unto his -

“ini-all thmgq
brethren,”. the Second Adam must

" have known every human longing of-. .
* 'the first Adam. To a depth 1. have
- .never known, S

It was alone the baumur prayed
" In dark Gethsemane;
.Alone he drained the bitter cup
And suffered there for me, -

Alone aione He bore if all
_ alone. .
" He: gaue htmself to save Hts
oton;

a!one, alone

4 . ve !

FAILURE

', 3 ‘We plan our work .. -
. ~and wurknur plan R
- unnl our brams are dlzzy

o We ruah about;’
.-, our hearts are stom
" we are 50 very busy. )

'We pass the plate,

v we're never late; "

our llves are In a mzy

"+ But, alas, “" ' :_r SRR

“When all iﬁ done
the goals are won, L
- we' ve' worked our excmng plan.‘

- But one thing wrong-+
~.inour heart no song,.. .-

¥

Pun. Comr Lo

ihatvﬁdﬁe

Ilearned aOmethm;, the uther dny at

. ' Jaymen's workshep that 1 have need-.

ed to know for 20 years. Your dad has
always run shy of anylhing “politi-

demgnmg, tricky, treacheérous, Mach- .

: mvclllhn. unScrupulous. or'crafty. .
" Tt can mean in kucpmg with pnhcy. L ‘

L prudenl wise, sugncmub, gafe, know-" . .+ . - ..
"ing, rcusonahlc, rational,
astute, .
headed, -enlightencd, level-hcaded; on - - 5 .

-guard,’ vmllnnt, rcﬂeumg ‘and d:p-'r RS
" lomatic. o

provident;

sharp, perspicacious, -clear-

a difference|

PohhcalorPohucal L

) Deur Son;’

“eal,” thinking it was o bad word used -+ .
-for bad ends, However, 1 found that it -
_ need not - mean shrewd, sly, cunning,
* contriving, clgver, ovasive, deceptive,

In fact, its utymulogv rulmos tu g'ood

A uh?cnshlp {Greek, pohtlkns). and po- .
. Clitical can: relate to the conduct of:
. 'r';'guvcrnmenl ‘A man who iy politically -

R gensitive is the man who deals, within-

tegrity, in goad mtcr{lcrsonal rehmon-

"< ships to achieve worthy ends. S
. Twish it were always that wuy—and -
it could be. I think I'm. trying to suy to'
_you that goodness and discretion can’ .~ .
“be partners. In fact; they must be part- ol

ners if 4 pastor is to falfill his calling.”

'God, then, can uge the “political” to
His ends if we allow Him to. I pray that .-
J. " yoir' will never abort the term pohncal' o
.1 to-your own ends. It is not worth it in »
the long run-—and l'lmt is thc ruu thal? s
‘ .wenre nll on. ‘

Love, (}\

Thé Proncher's-Magazing

K

.-
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' C‘orhpﬂed by the Géﬁeré‘l S téwardship C‘ommissiah

o . } - o

.General Superintendent Lawlor
S L

VVhat()urLaynuﬂ1Expect

UR CHURCH ‘makes many dcmands upon our lay peo-,' .

. vple—lhe:r service, loyal support, time, and: money~—|nvo|v-

' ing-a large-measure-of devotion and sacrifice. In return it ~
seems to me ouf laity have-the right to expect and enjoy .
certain ptivileges and’ advantages as.:members of our Zion. -
.- ‘How often do_ we as ministers give serious:considera- - .

. tion 1o what-our pebple have-a right to. expect from the

" thurch and from their pastor? The church’of my youth used .
~.to say,-“Put your trust in the chiurch and she will save your

" soul.” But we know and. have préved-how personal is the

responsibility for entrance into the Kingdom, and the’ stern -

dlSClpIme needed for spmtua! growth thereafter.’ -
‘Thus, one of:the primary expectations of our laity ‘is

. the right to careful instruction and guidange in all spiritual © -
" matters. Their spiritual care is eritrusted to us as *shepherds
“of the' flock.”” Ezekiel said long ago, ““Woe be 1o, the shep-
“herds of. Israel that 'do feed. themselves! Should not the - *
- :“shepherds feed the flocks?™ (23:2). Surely. we agree that

. _our people deserve and require ail the Christhke Iove care,
‘ and admonition we can give them. - .
Our péople have a right to expect that through our -

hves and our_preaching, sinners will know and yield to the

regénerating power of God. and “earnestly seek to perfect
_-holiness of heart and life in the fear.of-the Lord.” But:our. .
. -duty-is also to teach them His ways, that they walk in the"_‘_
" light, growing in grace toward Christian maturity. - .
- Our members have the right to be taught sound biblica! .
“doctrine. They must: be. shown how to overcome tempta-.' o

L FOR
. 7. .- PASTORS
o : -and LOCAL
. CHURCH,
LEADERS

“EARL c. WOLF Exccutiva Dlrocmr

: DON WILDE, Offico Edltor .

H
:
¥
b
R
KX
‘!.
g
i
B
i
i
[

i Yo B DL i

il




..,,...

S e ey v

-t reAmer g

i S R

P A A PR I O I Tk A

.18

“tion: how 1o ¢ultivate the graces of the haly life; the power

“and blessings of prayer; and the great adventure of living'in.

“the Spirit.. We fail if we'do not instruct our people in the -~
.~ fundameital doctrine of our church—holiness of heartand.. 4.

" Every member of the Church of the Nazarene has the '
right to fair and impartial treatment in regard to any mis-" .
" understanding that ray arise in the church. The Manual -
 of our church gives specific instructions. regarding.what - - |

*‘'mist bé done in order-that.justice: be served without fear
- “or favor. Our péople have aTight to‘expect that the church
will dispense Hionotable justice to each menibér wherever =
needed. This would apply to anything .affecting the char-:
acter of our people or the moral reputation of our people..
-/ Itis.not an easy matier.in today’s world,to build love -
. and loyalty.into the church; But it is possible—prayer still *:-
changes things! We who are ministers should-continue to .
_pray for all'of our people, Let us remind oursélves that-they -
have a right to certain priviléges—that weé not only must.
. ask’for théir loyalty and their Christian. duty, but we must
. recognize and -acknowledge our God-given, duty as min-
istersof theflock, . o T s

o e '-'E(IT'."‘-;’????'Cf'i"!.f‘:;f;ﬁ’ﬁ_‘;-‘- T e

. Our_people havé the right to expect that we will.love' -
their families. We dedicate.thetr children at-our altars, and *
~ we mus{ provide for their spiritual nusture and moral-train- .
“inig. This.involves seeing that-our buildings, complete with -
 necessary équipment, are’ kept open 1o accomodate our .
. youth for all woribwhile endeavors in Christian character -
- building.- 1t means that we:will make sure that the leaders -~
~of our children and youth-are of the highest spiritual and -
- “moral character., It also-means.that we will show. concern "
" for our children and youth. R TR
© 17 Our.pcople have the right to feel that we care for them
" regardless of their station .in life=-poor or. rich, 'young or
old: They have a right to expect that we will show apprecia- *
" : tion for their labors; that we stand by them in‘adversity, in.
~ success, in joy, and in sorrow. They have a right to complete - .
- pastoral care.- - - .0 0 R

.+ WORLD MISSIONS .

+

1 S'eptembér,‘l,~193l’l_.ﬂ SRR

. Free on réquest for pastors.only... =

o WRITETO:
~'.." Rev.jamesHudson - .. . .
~ "Department of World Missions - *. =~
. 6401 The Paseo ~:. " ... - . 7. "
. Kansas City, Missouri 64131 .. .

~ Quotable reactions from Dr. J.-B.-Chap-
“man’s :first_ missionary. journey of eight .
“months’ duration to Latin- America, the
Caribbean, and South Africa; January to " .
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 Chaplain, Major, Lawel D. Foste_r

NAZARENE CHAPLAINS

Chaplain, Major, David Grosse”

"Chaplain, Capt.,; James Paul Hall

Ty

o Chaplain {Maj.) K- B..Clements

" 'Chaplain (Capt.) Lawrence R, Fenton
-Chaplain (Capt.) k. Eugene King' .-

.Chaplam, Lt, Col ShuralG Kmppérs

' ARMY.

Chaplain (Capt ) Dawd K. Bon _
-~ ‘Chaplain‘(Lt. Col.) Curtis:R. Bowers
. Chaplain (Lt. Col.) Leland Buckner

Chaplain (Col.) Calvin G. Causey .
Chaplain {Capt.) Gerald Earles

Chaplain (Col.). Bill A. Martin - "

o Chaplain (Capt.) Bob Mldgette

_',Chap!am (Ma] ) Charles Moreland

. 16D

-h.Chaplam (Ma} ) Paul Pusey

Chaplain. (Maj.) Billy R. Sharp _

' "}Chaplaln (Lt. Col.)-Vernon Swim
: Chaplaln (Capt) Iames R. Thompson

NAVY.

"-Capt L. A. Bevan :
- CDR Gerald W, Black

LCDR Veldon Dobbs:

- - Capt. L. W. Dodson, jr‘
CDR Dudley C. Hathaway
‘LCDR Lowell M. Malllelt

‘VETERANS e
 ADMINISTRATION .~

“Chaplain Archel R. Meredith
- Chaplain Wendell A. Russell
o Chaplam ClaudeA Steele '

S
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25 Mini: Devnuonaf-; for. Peop!e on thc Go.'An. exccllem gwcaway. T
;" in’ the hospital, when calling, and on specjal occasions, Generous‘ .
in practlcal truths for Christian fiving. 32 pages. ©

" NAZARENI FUBLISHING HOUSE

A

1

I HH i by Samue! Young

Pastars’ have been lJuymg, this by the hundred 1o give durlnp, a

* stewardship emphasis, when offering”sets are given out, new
. members. One noew tither will pay the cost of the baoks. 36 pages.

Packa;,c of 4 for $1. (}{), 3 pkt,s for $2, 75 25 okbs for $20 00 (Net) '

by Benha Munro

Co Parkabe of ¥ for $1.00; 4 plq,s for $3 50 (Nel) ‘

gl ‘-ih ';"3

CRET HORH RO AN 1; byRober[ D. Nefson

Just. lhe lhlm, to bwe board members. Discusses. |mportancr_ of. .

working ‘together, ‘supporting pastor, -assuming admlmslratlve
T rL‘spOnsibllltleS being a loyal churchperson. 20 pages.’

Package of 3 for $1.00; 4 pkgs for 53 .50 (Nef,\
Convenrem 3'/4 x 5 ,qocket srze '

S .’f‘ C il e iyiien!?

- -'-;K"E-t.ii;l!, o4 ‘-.‘sv;‘l:hll-\-

Post omc'c fiox 527, Kansas City, Missouri 64741 -

v
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. CHURCH SCHOOLS'

Get MaXImum
results
- ;‘ffO_mj : j_

ln November
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put the focuc on them

NOVE VIBER 2

Home Deparfment Sunday

Why not start one?

o 16F

SIGHTE

Thousands of others could use a Home Department. e

B i' 1= uu

Ty DTN

- Frove® |
' ‘_ i‘%z;(-l‘\‘l;._\li‘_::'lx‘%

YOUR 1975 WORI.D EVANGELISM FII.MSTRIP
WILI. BE ARRIVING THIS MONTH -

USE IT'

PUBLICATON - o
PRESENTATION

Current Selectton e

E_OV[ 1S THE @&EMEST

A Audrey-] Wllllamson '

"-;Present itin the’ prayer meeung hour for your .t
'|aypeople to purchase.

$1. 00 ' 5 or more {40%. duscoum") ﬁllc each

: Plus 3 pu hoak [or POSLgE -

) -' For additronal mformatron consult specnal ﬂ)fer |
It inthe SEPTEMBER Mrmsters Book Club: Mmj-_
| .ing. -

P¢ nmnl purrhau unl'y

2 'NAZARENE PUBLISHING H()USE . P()s! Olflu Box 327 Knnsw Cny Mlssoun 64141 ':' !

STEWARDSHIP

C16G -
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'COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION .~ 7 . " 0 4 HOMEMISSIONS

. Lo

A new work is now openmg in
: Rotterdam, Netherlands, under
-the Ieadership of Rev Cor Hol-*
“leman.. - - _

October is the target date for_: -

launching the Church- of the:
. Nazarene'in’ the world’s Iargest
"'seaport cnty I

Nazarene Informahon Serv;ce Sy
" wants to share what’s happenmg_f-
' and what s bemg smd

)

A truly great church may be m'_"f,
(. the maklng in thls metropolisof
% ._,”,_Europe and - your church.can_ -

P be a full participant in this his- ..
™ toric venture through approved . -

".-10 percent m1551onary specsal

= .glvmg

_ s sent to pastors and churches who send thelr neWS- R .. SRR
. .letters to us—that S exchange, isn’t: lt? S R B SIS R T

L There will be goodles you can usemyou rnay even' SRR e '_2 B . RPN
_.See somethmg YOU wrote quoted e --‘. T g . We wam to beapart of Mission’ Ronerdam
T ‘ Y R g “‘.'
‘Suggestions of thmgs to do and ”goofs” to be avorded )a | E"dosed's our gift for... v

_ _'A-10?/,d e Parsonage down payment :
Missionary| " = Church down payment and remodelmg
| Special - {: ~:Opening expénses oS

round out thts perlodlc get together by ma|!

o erteto ,
"'»‘,i-_I*fw*zi Pl sf‘*JH‘

‘ " . Church-" - L Pastor ‘ )

" COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION Addr L S NI
’ N as e L.t . _ : : h- - e
Church of the Nazarene S

* . Intermational Headquarlers S o
6401 “The l’asto, K.msas Cnty, Mo 54131 o

tCuy) T Eee @R

'Department of Home M
. 6401 The Paseo -~ " & 7
~'Kansas City, Mo,’64?3“_l R

: 'M'a}i to::

o VDISU:IC_!




- - PENSIONS AND BENEVOLENCE

T mender g e

" agent-that pastors are NOT eligi-

" may séli'you-a ‘Halloween: prank
that could: cost you a bundle '

nonproflt organlzatsons

'EREC? A r(m(,H 5( Amueow mnm o

_ Whatever the retlrement plan your salesman: offers don t buy-f; |

~ -until you have.compared it to the totally superior Nazarene SR
“.Supplemerntal Retirement Program (a tax-sheltered annuity). 7"'

 Even the new L.RA. (Individual Retirement Act)-is .a poor"""

‘ choice in comparlson to your Nazarene Supplemental Retire- :
- ment Program, Thatis why many Nazarene ministers-are trans- = %

ferring capital out of other annuity plans into ‘the Nazarene

Supplemental Rétirement Program.' Numerous congregations.
- are tax- sheltering funds far their pastors’ retirement. For com- .- ‘
.. plete information, write. your Department of . Pensrons 6401“"'
- The Paseo Kansas Clty, Mlssourr 64’]31 '

18]

. Unless you warn your insurance.

.-, ble for. the . Keogh (HR-10) Re-
_ tirement' Plan, ‘chances, are he

- Often’ salesmen do not’ realrze-"‘-
that the ‘Federal . ‘Govérnment -
. does not consider a pastor a fully.
- self- employed: ‘person. Pastors |
“are considered employees of‘

_ EDUCATION B

PASTOR Wll_l YOU HEM’ Us?.

.. —ina very rmportant srepnn;v operatron' '

IIHQULMU W[ receive letters from Nazarenes .1sk|ng, how to pre-

pare for the ministry. We discover also that many Nazarene young

people now incollege do not know the srmplest ABC’s n E,etung__

+-properly started.
IHIS 1S WHERE.YOU (AN Iilll"

- Please de nat tell mleresled persons 10 wrrte Headquarters, lhe

.- Publishing. House, or. CST for mformauon You gwe it to lhem| Tell

them to— ~

B 1. Obtaina copy of the Manualand study carefully the sections on .

. the ministry, Pars. 229-232.8;. 400-404. 5 410 417 4; 420 424
.- 2; Secure a local preacher’s license..

" 7. 3, Enroll with the District Board of Mlnlslerlal Studles You as pas- :

" tor can help in establishing this ¢ontact;

‘ jf4_.,_0btam from the Publlshmb House, for. $2:50a copy ol the Re: - * _
~ " vised Edition, 1975; Questions on the Home Courses of Srudy——-_ L

*_and ask for a free price brochure.

5. ‘Become familiar with the procedures followed by the Dlstnct '
" . Board-of. Mmlslerlal Studres, as outlrned in the current Drsmct S0

L,'ournal R

- LPUT ALL l’RlSQUI{L possrble on these buddlng, preachers 1o prepare' L
" for the ministry by attending one of our Nazarene schools. If thisis = =
deflnltely lmpossrble encourage them to begin their home study” - .
" program atonce, under the guldance of lhe DISIrlCI Board of Min- - .-~

_isterial Studies.

B .!l THESE PrRSONs are already college students, wnte to ‘them lre-

-quently. Encourage them to fashion their’ ‘course in harmony with

‘Manual, -420.1." Also, suggest. that they" “apply now. for ‘a local - '
.. preacher’s lrcense, and re[,tsler with the Board of Mmlslenal-,_-.

» Studiés.

- IN GRANTING alocal preacher 5 hcense make a bng thmg ofit—which .
o citis If p0551ble, present the !lcense ceruflcate ina meamngful pub—.- L

lic céremony..

;'And incidentally, the ]ocal preacher s I|cense can. be- obtamed from
- 'the Publlshlng House for 5¢ each 6 lor 25c, or 12 lor 40c.. The nem ‘
_-"number is R 190 S

‘CAN Y()U HHNI\ ().l AN\ ( RtATlR SAT!S— o

ols ()UR FORD JESUS C HRl‘lf’

. ,' thhard s Taylor, Assocuate
~Department-of Education and
' the Mlnrslry .

16K

TACTION, THAN TO KNOW THAT: Your
HAVE BEEN INSTRUMENTAL IN G UIDING A
CGOD-CALLED. YOUTH. INTO THE er’_\ll‘lll{\ SR

s asit etrtm
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'HORIZONS POOI.ED
1| INCOME FUND -

for greater growth potentlal

Does everyone know we \.
are celebrating the NWMS )
Anniversary-Year by joining
together in this 1975
d| Thanksgiving of(crrng for
World Missions? * )

Well, I'm jusf stire our
. pastors-are makmg I'o!s of
- plans so that everyone can
participate in this great
offering!

A chantable contrlbutlon you make riow can be
i “pooled” with glfts from other Christians, and ea¢h - [} -
| " of you will receive your share of all income the pool |}
_earns each year. Because your gifts work together, = .
~.the combined pool offérs greater potential for in-.
- come growth ‘Capital gains taxes are eliminated-—
1--and you get income tax deductlons too. Wnte for
~ more: mformatlon today

: PE;ANNED :
¥ GIVING - : R
_ 7 - e . "PROGRAMS -~ g%+ 'y
.' Div. of Llfeincomt Glfls& qum.sts e - i

 Attn: Rev. Robcrt w. Crf_w P
" CHURCH OF THE NAZ‘\RENI
6401°The Paseo - o .
. Ka_nsas Cjty Mo, 64131

. Rev.Crew: < e a -
- Please send me, wnhout obhgatlon, moremfor-
o manon on HOI‘IZOI‘IS Pooled Income Funds _

Mr
CoMis.

S Misse
. {quress i
October19 - = November 23 R sae
. NWMSGOlh ANNIVERSAR\’SUNDAY ‘ THANKSGIVING OFFERING e R Bt vate
o CHURCHWIDE GOAI. 00 T T




EVANGELISM

I
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=] LONG LOOK

. A real, Spirit-anointed revival is:worth any price! - o
- However, any money you put into a-poorly planned, -~ . !
. unadvertised, ineffective. campaign, is too expensivet .’ - -
"+ Ultimately you, as pastor, and your. church board con~". =+ |
_ trol not only the budget, but also all of the preparation ~ .
. that-must precede an'effective evangelistic campaign: -~

* "The Department of Evangelism ‘has prepared.a . %
packet for your church board to use in eévaluating prep= " *. - -
aration -for -revival. The packet contains 20 copies of . - ‘

.. materials in the following areas:

- Guidelines: - - B R E
CRatienale 0 e TS
i
|

. Work Sheets .~ o
o Questionnaires - EE PR
. Discussion Starters S e T
© Resourdes . il
- ‘Revival Checklists: "% "~ e e

- You detide how effective .y'oﬁf _rleV'i‘valbwlill be by your willingnesg_: |
- ,to_plan,,pr,ay, pay, andwork.. -~ "0 o T Sl e T

R Lo i N SO :
; S ity ' Sl ol ‘?’;" . Fo '
B .

| Free brochure .. L e P'ss"dfhChuhBOdeeva'D'“" "C’“ |
“THEBIBLE: ol e o
TRANSLATION AND PARAPHRASE” || . | "' chuch

-+ Christian Service Training ~ . S 1 ' . City ..
. 64071 The Paseo’ B A O A B
Kansas City, Mo. 64131, State e ZlP -
S . . ! . . . e . ' o
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' With name of pastor and/or chdréhjand address, hours of serviges ,

L r‘AnVinspi(étion_af-'r_e'mr‘ndgr' to each member and friend that their church and pastor
* stands ready to minister fo their needs all 366 days,of 1976. L . :
i Lo Desigpcd to fit the decor of today's—homes"'- Y .
v . -Beautiful, Full-color Religious Reproductions ~ ~ ~
. " Space fgr_Noli_ng-Person1a|.-an§i'Eamily_Acti\_filies BT
. o S _-.lnAsp;ritrqna!-Thm:Jghls and Scriptres for Daily Living .+ '
{ . 1976 Scripture Text' . 1976 Memo Moderne 1976 Point Ment
¢ . The traditional home calen- Delightful miniature size, 8 x An inspiratioﬁ'alappoi'mmem.." :
dar for over 50 yeats! 9% x-. “11%". .Spiral top, punched - book for desk or walt. 8 x.
16", Hanging cg;d. : . forhanging.” * ST 9%, Spiral binding.. - . -
[ T “Cllendarviwing | QUANTITY FRIces -
umber) ., 176 Editions. [Tl [azy[ 25 ] 50 [ 100 | 200 | 300- | 400.] 500
U-276 ' | SCRIPTURE-TEXT .=+ . N R I ST s I
il - 90 | 8070 | 56| .47-| .44 | .43 40,

| with.monthly quotations

Ordera quantity and el

NOTE: Above prices allow up 1o four lines of-copy.s - - -

. Additional copy, $1.25 per fine.

*COVER IMPRINTS available on Scripture Text.only at -

- ¢ per calendar with a minimam charge to 150 calendars
» ol $4.50. MAXIMUM. OF. THREE LINES, o

L Order 41 ORNCE!D

delivery -~

' NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE  Post Office fox 527, Kansas City, Missouri 64147 -

RRERTL TR E x XX x| 58 49% A7 A4
| Addpostage and handling charges.. | 70 | e | hied 740 | 1.90 | 205 | 460 % |
"U-176 .| MEMO MODERNE R T Y T IR R PR
- with monthly (1upln_li()n51' . . 70 60- '5;5-; 45 ,'.'39'- = 36 w34
D e e o e LXK L x0] X | 507 42w 40ve 3B%2.
. [Add postage and handling.charges. * | D%y | g [ £t [1.00 | 1.30 | 1:90 | 285 530
U326 | POINT MENTS . R P I NN E S P R o
IR with monthly quotations . 100 <90 | 80 4 62 1 34 | 50, 4048 145
N L o S X JIXTLX X85 .55.':/5-?.521/1_ a9,
A Add postage and h_i:r{(ﬂinh’charués.’. o :::!‘I‘l‘lr ’;':3'.‘{1'- 1.40 | 1.90° Z.BSlI 460 T

{ _h_ﬁ%

L RNt R Allow thiree to four
: .2 rweeks forimprinting and shipping.
©. " Late orders may take longer for -

. Oclober, 197677 1 1

Talk with Your Wife = =~
o -. VBS:('RV(')sé:W. Haysli"[é_’}f B - . S

“When Dr, Dmiald-C'i)ggmi'\g\'ﬁis recently appointed to assume the c}-l-air

"5 of the aljchbishop”of'_C‘aliicrb'ur‘y','!his_grcat'man;_who"h'hs at that time the
* archbishop of York; delayed for five days his final acceptance of the-office.” - -
~ - The report wis that Prime Minister Harold Wilson was mildly aninoyed by -

.. the delay in reply. = - o S

Dr. Coggan explained the delay at a ‘néws conference by saying, 1

needed time to say my prayers and talk with my wife," Both of these, to thy
mind, were very good reasons for delay.'1 need not dwell upon the first

" reason, but the second is also.important.

* . 1tis well for us clergymen to consult our wives freqitently -about the -

" “important decisions of our lives. It was Sir Philip Sidney who referred tohis_ .
wife as his better half. A wifé may sce things that we overlook: Her pesition, .. -

unless she hastbeen called to the ministry, is rather, peculiar. She is'an in-

~ ~habitant of the parsonage and yet a layman. Her insight-1s often very'dif- .
“ferent from-ours, and her suggestions can always be well worth hearing. .
. "7 There is'a danger that the minister may assume an air of superiority
. - “because of his crudition. It is doubtful if- the average minister’s wife hashad - -~
. raining in the fields'of Hebrew, Greek, and theology. Because of her lack of .~ " -~
training in these areas, it is casy to discount any of-her observations that
“might reflect on our-mastery of these digciplines. - Ll R

“.. There is a philosophy now prevalent.in many cvingé‘!i.cql..éirfies that. .

"“accentuates man’s supetior place in‘the marriage and home relationship; and.

would not only emphasize. his leadership, but also his ralership. As far-as’

.1 am concerned, when 1 see man'as the climax of God's creative activity i
" His_universe, -1 seé “mankind,” “which imperatively “includes woman.
' Futthermore, if God’s creation was progressive throughout, woman, being - -

created after’man, would necessarily have to bc'(_:lasé.cd as the ultimate
climax, and man would have to take a lower rank. - o T
~ . When a minister and his wife have lived, loved, and laughed together.

- for several ysafs,'.il is 2 great source of help for him to- turn-toward her for
*."comfort, counsel, and confidence, She will answer him with cander, but will' -~

‘keep his confidence strictly. "

: -+ . John Newton, the ex-slave trader, has been criticized by some of his .
“pious biographers for_being overly fond of his wife: W. E. Sangster, the . -

- peerless British_ Methodist, said that he himself relied utterly upon his-wife, -~
~.He -ofteni said that his marriage was made in heaven. e R

~ Happy i$ the.minister who can join the ranks of Ncm'u'nzn'r\d‘sla'hgélér"

E and -realize that God has given Him a-great gift ini“the.lifelong companion- -

ship of a wife who loves him éven though she knows him better than anyone

- else,

. *Pastot, Fitst Church of the Nazarene, Tucsur; Afiz,

\ -
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: So YOU'RE A- PREACHER s Wire? Me ‘
too! When I began this adven--

: ture L'didn’t run out and. buy all the .
“ideal preacher’s wife”’ hooks. First, -

“because 1 never thought of it; and

" second, I couldn’t have afforded qt.-

1 loved my: husbind,.1 loved Gad,

and - T wanted. my husband to be'f
. a success—that was motivation™

-enough. The Lord blessed our con-

- servative éfforts, and we were both
. aboutas’out-out as all-out can be;,
‘It ‘wasn't until our second pas- .
S torute that-all our zeal, enthusmsm,’-‘
* -and tmdltmnﬂl trammg wns tested to
~ .. thehilt. - ,
ST My hueband was, domg hl‘% own
.. dying. Watching him die was engugh,
but he had lots of company, The Lord .~
~dealt with’ every. preconcewed idea of -
. . mine, I had a certain secunby as long
" vas 1 “fit”. into- the ' camp meeting
‘crowd . two_weeks out of-the year,
-There . was - a - comfortable ‘feeling.
~-when the Sunday school chalked up -
.- 10 more than the preceding year. I
* had weathered the votes at the end of
- each year and there hod never been

L Our writer for the commg quarter will be qu
..Don Polston, pastor’s wife of the Falls Avenue.

Wcslcyan Chul-ch, Watcrlao la
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- less Judgmental of otherq
- ‘them too.

1 mm: ANN m: GTON

many ne;.,atwe votes But all that -
. was changmg It seemed l1ke so much .

role playmg

God got us down to the mtty grltty
of the stuff the. Bible people were .
“made of. My life became God-con- -

- scious. -
ness, my self-image changed. I felt .- -
~accepted;. I felt loved; I felt destined. . -
- Added to"the: purity . ‘of the Holy -
-Spirit. within me were spontanelty, N
_haturalness,  and power.

‘With: this new God- aware-

have to “look this'way and that way"

for. approval of the brethren 1 was
~free. . - c

I didn’t

Tt Gkt

Becommg free myself T became o

I freed '

“Many pastors wives lrve a self

imposed “pity complex” which they
radiate. They attract to them rhe'

fear they themiselves reciprocate.
‘We need a crash . Program, on

‘preachers ‘wives' .self-image, Every. L
'year some. God- called servants have
to leave. their post of duty because -
the -preschers’-
:breakmg I-offer a few possibilities; ', -~ -
‘1. They. feel forced into’ role play~ T

wives. nerves are

ing.
* 2. They are efrald to be natural

3. They . ‘are ~under bonduge te '

N thelr people

The Preachers Megazine o
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P tions:

S your ‘conpgregation,
‘.SDECIfic friends. Be friends to.all.

'l‘hey feel madequatc '

5 Their children are not fulfilling .
the desires the parente have for
them.

Muich is said ahbout the part the -
. pastor’s’ wife must play td her hus-
- - band, ‘but she will not be able unless
oo her own self-image. is in.good repalr

Here are a few sell‘-:mage su;,gee-
-'1. Believe you e a God deelt

second-rate. .
2. Keep l'mrly contempomry m

. your appearance. You-are mmlater-
" ing -to -this generation. God.is now.

The. past.- is deademng Stay in the .

- “mainstream of His gomgs 'I‘he Sprr-
it's tide is onward

3. Keep a ‘Creative atmosphere in

" your home. -Change -the furmture

around and change ‘the plctures on.~

L the wall.

" 4,-Start a emnll fellowshnp coffee

o _.where newcomers can come. and talk
.. easily and naturelly nbout their walk
: wnth Christ.- :

5. Keep an enthus:astzc vivacious
spmt Talk: about happy, wholesome

. things. Never, never criticize any:
~-one or anythlng Be for more thun -
© .- you're ogainst.

6. Make everyone feel specml in
and - have no

Fwe basic problems of the preach

- ers’ wives are:’ (1) self:pity, (2) self-

.. consciousness, (3) gelf- protectlventess

L (4 mferrornty complex, (5) dlscour-
- agement,

Al of these. may. be overeome by a

‘corrective self-xmage which to me is -

the God-conscious personality: -

3. Selfprotectwenese Some
g October 1975 ' o

preachers wives hnve become profes-
-gionals in how to get out of work. The

people who hive “causes’’ are happy .
~ people. Jesus said, “Lose your life.”
It's not ovarwork whnch hurts us. It'

' under being.’

-4, Infenor:ty conip?e.r Be glad you '

- are "you, Stop comparing yourself" L
with those who play the piano and’. -
. sing. Start  approving of ‘yourself as

you are, God always needs “lovers.”

g person, and no one rndwelt by God is f'.‘People would Tather be’ loved than ce '
' : “sung to. Tell yourself that no one will.

or. can outdo you in loving; then love

your ‘people "with all. your heart,

They'll -vote your husband back to
“’keep you around. .

- b, Drscourugement Thl‘l is’ the
most difficult to live with, but it can
be overcome. Don’ tlet your husband |
. prop you up. You prop him up. Don’t -
" take yourself too seriously. If you fail,

- consider it only an incident. Always-. ‘
< tell 'yoursell’.‘ “The best is yet to * -

come.” "Keep- little breaks in_ your.

schedule—a luncheon with a friend; L
~a drive, or a date with your husband. ~ ~ -
Keep a sense of humor. Laugh at
yourself and. see the’ ‘funny alde of

situations. Don’t be’ compamons of -
gloomy, pess:m:ehc people.-.

‘Following: is a daily therapy. to

blast you loose from sell‘-deprecm-

tlon Say it until” yoi believe it.
1.7At long last, I accept mysel[ as

wtal to my husband my children

my church and my. world L .
2.1 stop {rying to obhtcrate my:

s eelf to’get myself out of the way. T S
accept myself as one way God pro- .-

‘jects His personality into the world

" 3.1 am old encugh sand .young - -

1. Self _pity is the result of no‘ f_ enough nght now to release all’ nega- .

: i.goale Write personnl gonls Never'
' glve up your self-worth. Get'involved.
...~ 2. Self-consciousness. You can re- -
~ program your ‘awakened feeling by a -
“positive vocabulary. I.can! 1 will! |
~ “am able! I am positive} ‘

tive imdges of myself. that have.
limited nie. o

4.1 reject all inferior plctures_
from my. imagination chamber.

5. Fjoyously accept myaelf nnd rny' -
*.. " ‘authority (Luke 10:19). . '

6 1 nuthonze only 1mages that ' .
19 -
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. V-Vf'reo me. and . my fellowmun to stay
_.m my mind.

7. I am no longer elated or de-

“ flated by the opinions and actions of -
others. I am learning to be true to the

mtegrlty and: authonty God has put

' -in me.
7.+ 8. I accept and hke the’ awakemng ,

‘Spirit within me:

9 1 accept my own qelf—:denmty-

'conf'dently enoug,h th@t I no Innger S
- doubt my neighbor’s. . o
10. T am grateful for the tmnsfor- o

matmn at work in me fmm the inside.

out,
‘Take the hmltatmns off your mmd

" You are unique and special. You are’ -

.chosen! Write yourself an apprecia-
tion letter. (Then burn- it.). Claim,
~live, project the God LODH(.,IOU‘- mlnd

NFL.A'I‘ION that wolf" ‘that howls at

R every door has not excluded the
ministry. . The fact_ that it is now

~.joined by recession.makes it a bone- .

chilling ‘duet. Living with inflation
is not-a-happy theme, "but -alter-

.- natives do not exist if we plan to go
- on hvmg So the question arises, How’
‘can a pastor or-evangelist (or what- -
' .‘ever your partlcular mlmstry hap-"
- pens. to be) live “on- an income,
- someéwhat lower than those in other
- professions?” - ; '

Following are some 1mportant

L prln(:iples for the Chnstmn niinister:

 Practice the self-d:sclplme of mak-.
. ing your standard of lwmg conform,
- to your mcome. ) ’ EN

R. E.'"Maner
* Paslor, Firsl Church -

.- of the Nazarene -
Gainasv_l!lo, Ga.’

20 .
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We preach that self-dnqcnplme is a
. vital part of discipleship. Here is an . -
opportumty to demonstrate .to our-
- people in a very practical way what .’
“we expéct of them in the total spec- L
~ tram of Christian living. The factis, =
we 'can live on less. lf we are wnlhng to R

do with less.

This. raises ‘the questlon of our o
. philosophy of the’ _pastor’s salnry
.Just why "do. people. pay me to -
preach? In the Bible we find these:

words . from Paul:’, “They .which

preach the gospel should live of the

gospel” (1 Cor, 9:14). The context is .
- equally remforcmg ‘But ‘the .ques- . -7

tion is not how we shall live, but hew

" well shall’ we live? Perhnps a better’

attitude toward one’s salary would be

L the recognition that wé give our ser- -’
vices - freely to all who will receive .

them. The remuneration: regewed

from the church'is not payméent for =

expended labor at all, The chutch -

“has made us ﬁnancmlly mdependent
- 80 that we can give full time to the
work:of the ministry. Every minister -
. should diligently use, that freedomto” ... -

' muke of hlmself “a vessel unté hon- . ..

Tho_Preashar s Magazine
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. Save some of your income. .
- Evenif: you save only $1.00 o week _
" you are exercising self- discipline that -
 will make you a hetter Christian, No .
. matter how smal}l the salary, my wife
~and T have’ always practlced -gaving
. some of our income. Consequently,
" ‘we have never been ﬁnuncmlly em-,
barrassed. This principle of saving is -
‘more important than the amount

.- our, sanctlﬁcd and meet for “the -

Master’s -use, and- prcpared unto
every good work.”” :

saved, Always spend slightly less
than your .income,-and never - draw

-~ "your last dollar out of the bank. This
: wnli work a mlracle in your ﬁnances

_Make what you have lnst.

Take care of the things you buy.

“Don’t allow the children (your own or -
_others’)- to destroy the furniture.

Some pastors’ famlhes can-destroy a

houseful of lurmture in two or.three
“years. This is a tragic waste of
-money. Good furniture can he made
. tolasta lifetime: Even a‘moving pas--
.+ tor ‘can extend ‘the lifetime- of his
L househnld belongmgs by care and re-
: palr > B
-Make your cluthmg last-at leaql.-. 8
_~until it .goes out of style After the'
~ ‘Sunday morning service,’ the ‘pastor
- should take off his good suit and put.

on something casual to lounge in—if

" “he hds time to lounge. I have seen
* “pastors keep on the suit they wore
Sunday morning. ‘throughout the day. .
. By Sunday mght it:looked as'though -
* they ‘had slept Tn-it. They niot only
‘looked sloppy for the evening service;
" but they had:a cleanmg blll before
- next Sunday. ' :
Care can make the automob:le last :

- longer. It is nice to trade every year;
" but it is even nicer. to have car-pay-"
 ments you can live with, If you have
- a carport or garage, it is. worth the
effort to put the car inside each night.

Routine mamtenance ‘is money well
spent : :

.. October; 1875 © -

-gsale,

A!;"’ﬂ')’!‘i. be \\}atchfﬁilfox_' b;ii'gaihs in'.m-'
‘the essentials of life.

While it is foolish to buy eomethmg

. '. . just because it is on'sale, it is wise in-
deed to buy things while they are on™
‘At our house, -we’ make it a -

practice to: see what is on sale every.

can come-up with the greatest bar-

gain. This principle can.be applied to
_all of the necessities of life: Learn'to -
" shop for value; learn what things are. - .© ~:
.selling for; learn to detect quahty A
. 'material. Thls will increase your in-:

come by at least 30 percent

" Don't be pressured nto- buymg )
.~ “Don't let a fast-talking: salesperson ¥
" make you buy something you can't
afford or .don't really want. Again,.

-we have a rule of thumb that really

“helps. We never buy anything on the '
. spot: We-usually go to someiother de-~
_partment.and discuss‘it. Is it a good .
-price? Do we really need this? Canwe.,
- do better elsewhere? Fiftéen minutes ‘
“to consider. the purchase is time well _ -

invested.

into buymg Just .because Brother

“time we go toa ‘clothirig’ store, I rarely - S
-buy.a ‘suit at’its ongmal price, With -
us it is a form of recreation to see who

-

Don't be. pressured by your peers L

' So-and-so in the next town has one '

does not mean: that you. need one.

with what 'you have. Yours is probab-

_'After all, you may have things, that .
. he doesn't have. Learn to.be content”

- ly paid for, wtiile he; is still struggling™
‘'with those monthly gayments Be-'
fore you' buy, “ask yoursell these - |

questions: Do I really need this? Dol

‘now? .

God.

preaches to his people to honor God
‘ =nof only in tithing, but w1th all

: really want this? Cun T afford this L

g Most xmportant. be generous w:th, o

It. is so ensy for the man - who "

‘that is theirs—to Justtfy ‘his own lack

- of generosity by a small income orthe
dubloua clmm that everythmg hehas ' .

REET Coaq
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“is glofifying God. God knows the ot_-'

-titude of the heart of the preacher in

the ‘matter of his: material posses- -
 sions as well as the hearts of hm
-laymen.: ‘

God will ‘not only’ bless the llttlc

-that we have, but if we seek His guid-
- ance in our, ‘business dealmgs He will-
_ hslp us to be good stewards of all that -
we have. He will honor us if we honor*
Him by being faithful and sacrificial. . -
And above all else; He willt bless
the church we serve, and it will grow’
- in ﬁnancm] strength. One of the .

smartest things I ever did in dealmg

with financial problems inthe church .
was to cut.the pastor’s saldry. When

-

BY ASA H. SPAHKS .
. Pnslor Church of the Nazarane - .
" Vandalia, Ohio

,, Praécblﬁgyaodi i
.. Pastoral Gare -

1. The average pastor biys-at least one

“hook a-menth, I yo don't believe: it,

compare your- gshelves with your term of

- service. Don't fail to count those you have
given .oway—fnnd the borrowed. When
. there is a death in the church, you.may -
’p]aco -your next book purchase in yout, -

" - personal or church library in memory of
the deceased; and ndvnse the family of ;

your action

-1 2. 'Fér your next plnnned \nmtatmn of

- .church-families, publish in advance a list
- 'of 10 to'20.questions which .you will.be -
_asking . during - your call. Since some:of
“them will be dealing W1th negative as-.
* pects of .church’life, it miay. help you to |

‘church. - “ o

--3. To gwe a permunencc to; your next.
weddmg celebration, type out'the mar-

-riage .ceremony in advance; with the

T . e : N

T arrived as pastor, the church wasin

. serious financial. jeopardy.
first board meeting 1 suggested that.
“we. cut the pastor’s salary $10.00 a”
‘week. It shocked the board (and the -
.whoteé church) so'much that within 30:

dnys we were well on.the’way to re-

. covery. In & short-time they restored
‘the salary cut and that church:has
.-hot -been bothered with a financial -
,problem since: But more, .a revival
~broke out in the chur¢h and many
were saved. When T left that church,

they had & a good surp]us in thelr bank
account

It pays to put God flrst-weven w:th _

mﬂatlon

’ .‘

couple 8 names in_ |t and present ittothe

‘groom at the reception.. . :
::4; If you pastor a church where thmgs .
- arc-sometimes said and later regretted, -
:have cards printed with- this llttl'e
- .thought on it and place on your study and

‘classfoom doors' "Only gentleness spok

. en hcre

. .We do not. get new members be— :
cause we do not plan to get them. Make:
: - one Sunday permonth membershlp Sun- ¢
- day. Invite new members to join that day...
.. If no'one'is eligible, then speak for a few  °
;'mmuth on-the value of church member-’
ship, the need, or some related subject.

. 61__‘You';_c_'an, be -of service to families.
who “ire ‘moving into a new  home -by

providing a dedication ceremony for their =

~homé. To really do it fancy, you could
print a picture of the new home on the: '
~ cover, and the dedlcnt:on 1nformutlon on o
.the’ ms:de

A Christmas “seasori is a wonderful -
time.to make a true pastoral call. You -
can take a small gift for the home. If you

* prefer, give out appointment cards,'so :

. that peo te can s ecify special’ .
reach those who are estranged from. the e nectly speci tlmea to

come.

: 8. Check wnth your local Hohday Inn ; :
-to see if. you might-be of service as a . . -~

chaplain-on-call. This service provided.

by Hohdny Inns is one in whlch you may : o

Tho Praacher 8 Magazlna
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. be able to minister to someone in tune L

of crisis.. :

9. Baptisin isa hrund -nNew experience’
“for those being bnpt:zed Help them by
_ preparing a sheet in advance of the bap- ..
"tismal ‘sefvice which .you mail to them

with aletter of congratulations on their

" decision to be baptized. Include informa-
“tiori'on the purpose of water ‘haptism, a
deacription of the service; suggest'lon-; as
to what tp bring, and instructions on'the -
‘immersion’ _process, (Wmstun Hatchﬂ"
Shelby, N.C) -

-10. The -American - famlly has an in-

) creusm;,ly difficalt time getting together,

-especially when-the children reach the’
teeni years. Encournge family - life. by
setting. Monday night as family night,

‘Plan no church activities on that night.

“Encourage the families to stay at home

_ - together, and’ to have- fnmll.y altar to-
: '» gether. 0 o

1% To encournge your. fumllieq fo have -
. family altars, schedule a time when the '
“pastor will come in and share. |n l'omlly
altar with each fnmlly .

12 For. a different’ mldweek servnce, :

.try d Quaker service. Hand the atten- -

dnnm a sheet of mstmcttons as they come

" in. For this service tell them to follow the -
guldunce of the Holy Spirit, After 2010 40

mmutcs, you will close the Quaker ser-

“vice and continue with the regulm' pmyer

meetmg pattem

"13. Make the Lord's Supper meanmg .
l'ul through. change in procedure For
-instance, instead of serving in the sanc- :
tuury. serve around-the table, Initead of
a'sip of juice, provide a couple of unces.
Have the pastor pour the: element into

" the glasses from a single pitcher as they

- are served. Close the'service by repeating
-the Lord's Prayer together, .

14. 'To help conserve the new converts
~till next revival, prepare an -instruction.

‘sheét for Christians to use in following up’ .

these new, converts. Inc]ude iterns-such

.-aerve,. instructions to pray for the new

. convert, make arrangements to megt ‘with

them. at. least one hour a week for elght

" weeks, using Chic. Shaver’s ‘plan’ for de-. -
. veloping new converts. -Ask.- the older -
* Christians to give you a weekly report as .

. to'the progresa of the new converts

! Qctob_er. 1975
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-THHEADBARE Excusss

.‘ “Not forsakmg the ussemblmg of our-

‘selves together a8 the manner of some is"
, (Heb 10:25). '

' The writer of Psnlm 116 found. g’rent

,pleusure in prmqmg the Lord and j )ommg
- with others in worship. How different is

the attitude of many professing Chns- N
tians - todny‘ Paul Rees . writes, “Our . .

- .churches are mot being. weakened and. -
. thinned out by the- people who would like -~ -

to be present and can't, but by the folk ",
who could be present and aren’t.” He'

then proceeds. to*condider four excuses: - '
* that are often usedi ' :

Thé “weather excuse.” This doesnt
keep people from their work, or attend-

.ing a banquet; or en]oym[, a football

game in freezing: tem[_)eraturcs o
.The _"mlmster excuse.” - This  is the o

'prnctlce of crmcizmg the preacher for:
 talking too.loudly or too softly, too mpld Coe

ly or too slowly,‘or of bemg carelessin his -
- grammer “or too precise - -and’ academic.

Those who use this subterfuge forget that -

- the minister is God's, servant; and-that . -/
. his- ressage, even: “though’ poorly de-
-livered, when combined with the prayers

and’ hymns. ‘w1ll mnke the service worth

- The 'people éxcuse.’ Thm effort to .
avmd gullt for not attendmg ‘church ser-

" viges is centéred upon the problem of

chiirch members who are unfriendly and .

“hypocritical, but it ignores the fact that. . i

the warm und sincere people could use

- gome help.-

The *mood" excuse " Thls finds expres-' :

_sion in such. statements as “I'm too ner-
~'vous today” or “I'm just not in the right
“frame of mind.” Folk who use this pretext .

dan’t realize that publie worshlp may be _
just the'tonic they need; '

:+ Failure to attend church is: not onty a
gin, but also a ‘barometer of spirituality, - .
Attending  church - services doesn’t de- . -

- ag general items you wnnt them to ob . pend-on how far one lives from ChUFCh .

but how close he lives to God'
Help me to recogmze my need ’
Of fellowship with others, "
And therefore wend my way. each -
week - ‘
"To worship with my brothers _‘_
Submltted by Bn_u' W Jormson
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s .0 L-The BASIS for service is lpve, “La- -
17 bour of love™ (v.:3).-Love is the fouinda-
! tion stone, the wellspring of true service.
; 2. The BRIDGE for service is loyalty,
b T MWork of faith™ (v. 3} Or.it"could be
“y -7 stated as “faithfal work:” Only that ser-
“ i vice builds a bridge. which is faithful,
21 consistent, and loyal to the true tenets of
o3 the gospel. . D -
E 3. The BLESSING of service is life—
o meaningful fife, “Patience ‘[(steadfast--:
. nens) of hope.”-Through service to others, '
~in Christ’s name, we find hope ‘and life
for-ourselves—meaningful and full,
D24, -
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- Some Thoughts en Worship. -
Sl I'mniah;a._;,rretit- -wérsh'i‘p_eﬁqur_i,encc' in: .
.~ Isniah 6 ig 8 treasured piece of holy

literature. Following are some thoughts

about worship from Isainh:. "

. L"The motivation to 'wo)_‘ship_('v‘; ‘3)..
“Hélys holy, -holy, is the. Lord of hosts:

- . the whole earth is full of his glory,” The
.7 presence.of God provides -deep motiva
~ - tion for the spiritually sensitive person.
- 2. The momentum’ of worship (v, 5),.

*‘Woe iz me!” True worship has-an im.

i pact an the person—his being, his life.”
3.. The miracle -of worship “(v.. 7}, .-

L

Thine iniquity is taken away, and “thy
_sin'is purged.” B ' o

" .- Worship, where it ‘has been searching
and sincere, brings resufts and decision,
- Man never leaves as he came: He leaves

. with the touch of God upon his life, -

. Some Thoughts

o hbowtSewvica

. In1'Thess. 1319, we find 4 list of Pauls
praise for o church and their service 1o

- God's kingdom. Consider these thoughts:

"By C. NEIL STRAIT

Pastor, Taylor Avenye Chisrgh uf The Nouorene, Ragine Wy R

ol

possibilities,” - -

_The Great Physician. ..
T A lddy in my congregation passed this -
-item.onto me. [ shire it, for it has untold .-

The Great Physician is Jesus Chrlst.

~ His office hours? All'hours (Matt. 28:20)
- “a very present help” (Ps, 46:1), °

*- His clientele? The rich (John 4:46:47); .

. the poor ' (Ps,. 34:6); the masses (Mark
1:32-34), . Teow ' .

spiritual nervousness (Mark 4:9).

. and our service.(Luke 4:38-39),

- was soon relensing, and to.share any re. . -

- Heis u'Si)ecihiisg-iﬁ; spirit-uui I:c‘,;p‘rosy'. )
(Matt. 8:2-3}; spiritual blindnegs: (John .~
8:11); spiritual heart ‘trouble (Ps. 147:5):

. His terms? Our praise (Ps. 103:2.3);

- When Life Is Depleted -~
. .. Bob Thomas wrote to Waiter Winchell. ' - |
C and ﬁsked him to ;ead the biﬂgmphy he.‘

flections-on it that he might have: Thisis -

. the letter Thomas received: . ‘
.. . Ihave stopped seeing everyone,
. Bob, The tragedies ai’ my house and
* various other. heartaches have _depleted
me. Theré is nothing 1 want to discuss
about my career. 1 leave it to. you his-

. torians to.deal with'it:..." (Bob Thomas,

Walter Winchell, p. 273).

. You and I'share the Good News every - -
o are-depleted, -

Sunday .with people wh

- The joy of life is gone. Tomorrow, for tog -

- many, is.cloudy. May our sharing be the

" bit of hope'that puts purpose .and hope . < o

' brick into life.

. APlanfor the Future -

"I came across some thotighis from the -

mind. of Earl Lee, pastor- of Pasadenn,

The Preacher's Magazine o

Amrelenss gt ©
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- First Church of - the Nagzarene, from -

1 John, which concern-a man's future. ‘
"1t beging with o PERSON—Jesus

‘Christ. John talks ahout Jesus; who “was.

alive when the world began, yet I myself -

have seen him with my own eyes and lis-

. tened to him speak. 1 have touched him .
‘ with my own hands. He is God's mes-

sage of Life” (1'John 1:1, TLB).Y

N §

‘. .2, God has designed a PURPOSE for
- our, future=joy and fétlowship. “Again 1
say,. we” are telling you ‘about what we -

ourselves have actually seen and heard,

‘Qubﬁttintis ftam The Lia.‘ﬂu:e‘ﬂible. cupyright: <
1971, Tyndnle Houge Publishers,. Wheaton,; ., are
used by permission, - . EEERN

‘Ogtober 5

. THE.TRIUMPH: THAT ENDED - -

.. IN-A TRAGEDY:OF. TEARS (19:41)

Scripiure; Luke 19:28:44 . '. .

-+ 'INTRODUCTION: ‘Jesus was nearing t_he'end-‘ .
" of His last, fiteful journey.to Jerusalem.

He came.up the Jericho Road from the

" Jordan Valley and finally réachgd Beth-
" _.any and Bethphage, two villagés perched

.on the slopés-of the Mount of Olives,

" There he mounted a colt to ride into the .’

- Seminary; Kansas City, Mo

o “Octc‘alber, 1975 -

" - By Ralph Earla’ -
Professor of Now Testament
" Npzafans Theological @ -

. copyright, 1973, by New Yark Hible Socie

8o that you may share the l'ellldwahip_.a_n'd :
the joys we have with the Father and with

~Jesus Christ his Son” (1 John 1:3, TLR). -
Also v, 7. o
" 3. When you have the Pérson, and the =

purpose, there must be PROCLAMA- -

"TION-—light. "“"This is the message God.

has given to us to pass en to you: that-

" God.is Light and in him is no darkness at - .
©aall” (1 John 135, TLB). © ‘

4. God's plan. for us is a PROGRAM =
cleansing. *But if we are living in the’

light- 6f God’s presence, ‘just as Christ. - -

does, then we have wonderful fellawship -

- and joy with each other, and the blood of = .
Jesus his Son cleanses us from every 5‘“"" e
(1 John 1:7,TLB). - S

\

" | Lookmg at 0ur Lord m[,uke o .

Hoijr. C}ty;"_in fulfillment of the ﬁfophocy' o

' 'in Zech. 9:9. In doing so, Jesus was pubi-

~liely presenting himsell. to the" Jewish
“nation as its Messiah, But the'rulers re-. -

" jected Him and had Him’_ crucified. -~ L

I. THE CRy 6F THE CROWD (V. 38}

The excited people took off their-outer ' ._.'
cloaks snd put them on the colt, then- . -

helped Jesus to motint. As the procession

‘started, others spread their cloaks on-the '
* path—rolling out the red carpet, as it. -
" As. they started .the descent of the. .

.M‘oun,t of Olives, “the whole érowd of dis-

- ciples ‘began joyfully to praise God in ..

. loud voices for all the miracles they had
seen” . (v. 37, NIV).* These were the -

" Galilean pilgrims to the Passover Feast, -
which was about to begin, They had seen -
“Jesus feed 5,000 people with five little

barley biscuits 'a'n:t,i’two small fish. They .

*QQuotations from The New Intcmﬂ.tianﬁlchrginn. ,
ty-Inter-

national, dre used by permission, - -,

Coes



M

 ——

" .. .glory in the highest.” This is messianic .

S R et

" had watchéd -Him, make the blind sec,-
- the lame walk, and the deaf hear. No’
- ~wonder they nccepted Him as the Mes-

- siah who at last had come! : :
- -"That they did accept. Him as suc
is evidenced by. what they shouted:

7+ . “Blessed be the King that.cometh in the -
* name of the Lord: peace in heaven, and." This is similar to what has sometimes. .
been cafled the most pathetic.statement
a person’'can make: “It miglit have been™

-language. 'The.Galileans were convinced
- that this Prophet from Nazareth had giv-.

“:_. en full evidence of His messiahship. =~
. - S0 they expected Him, as King, to ride

_in triumph into Jerusalem, drive out the

. *hated.regime of Rome, and set. up His

kingdom of peace. It was an exciting
- -hour. This was the:inaugural parade!,

'IL.. Titr. COMPLAINT. OF TIIE Cm'i‘lcsi(v. 39)

In the vast crowd that day were some

" Pharisées who had charge of the religious

'+ life in the syndgogues: They were much
- " disturbed at this messianic display. Per- -
.- haps -‘they feared reprisals’ from ' the
* .~ Roman Government. So -they sald  to

- Jesus, "Master”—literally, “Teacher’—

4 “rebuke thy disciples.” The answer of

- Christ was: ‘I tell you that, if these.

" should hold their peace, the stones would .

immediately. cry qut” (v. 40). All nature

. would break forth in praise. | |

There are still many Pharisees aniong.

... us who are quick to criticize. any display
.+ of emotionalism. Oh, it’s all right at a

ball game, but not in church! But the

" Early Church was enthusiastic, - and
- .where there is enthusiasm there will .be
" .emotion.: There was plenty of emotional

¢ .. display on the Day of Pentecost, enough’

267

to attract an immensé crowd. But the .

" proof that it was all in divine order is the -

* fact- that 3,000. people were ‘converted"

- that day. Let’s face it; Theré has never

" ‘been any great revival in’ Christian his--
* " tory  that was not'marked by great. emo-

‘tional moving of human spirits hy the

- Holy Spirit. Admittedly there have been
some emotional- éxcesses+on thie part-of. .

.. ‘some types of persans. But better have a-
© little of this. with great spiritual revival:.

- than no emotion and nothing happening. -

ML THE-CRY 0F THE CHRIsT (vy. 41-44)
..~ The triumphal procession that started

. out with such high hopes ended in a.
" - tragedy of tears. As Jesus viewed the city
- of “Jerusalem '_frum',_thé slopea ¢f the

+«- upon another,".

‘_fAt_, the . season

Sl

. that it was rejecting Him and would have

‘to pay the terrible price of destruction.. '
Among the sdddeést words in all ‘litera- -

ture’ are these: “If thou hadst known."

_~=but it wasn't. - -

The prediction of vv. 43-44 was fulfilled -

“with horrible literalness in a.p. 70, when

- the: Romans ' destroyed -Jerusalem. Jo- .

sephus, the Jewish historian of that day,
says that there was not left “one stone

- Qétober12. . . ST
- RIGHTEOUS RETRIBUTION
‘Scrwrure: Luke 20:9-18 ' :

_priesta who opetated the lucrative mark-
-et-in the. Court of the Gentiles, but He
"had also challenged their authority (vv.
"1-3). From this time on they hedded up
. the -opposition” against Him, whereas. be-

fore that; in His. Galilean ministry, the . .

..Pharisees had been His main opponents.’

But now it ‘was the Sadducees (priests).. -
- who would finally bring about His death

{23:23; Mark 15:11). - 7 e
. Sodesus told the parable of the wicked

The lesson'was abvious, *°

B THE_S‘ERVXN" (v, 9:12) R

~The figure of:the vineyard was. a fa- =
‘tmiliar one to Jesus'hearers: They would @
know from Isa. 5:1-7 that it meant.the
Jewigh - nation. The "husbandmen” or -
tenants to 'whom he rented it would be . -

“the religious rulers of the nation-—the

_‘Pharisai¢ “scribes” who_taught the Mo-

saic :law in the synsgogues, and the

._Sﬂdducenhip_ri_ésts who had charge of the e

'Temple:

. _T_no'i??feaéhar:'s Magazine . * -

T'. grapes - in August ‘or September—the

Mount of Olives-—an‘exciting experience : S N
\ es ¢ £ experienc * owner sent a-servant to collect his share

-for. any Christian pilgrim today-~He b
Cu i prenn , !
wept over it.”, Why? Bécause He knew e e . sent him away
- empty-handed. The- same thing, with
-, added- insult, happencd - to. the second -

" by the rebellious -people’ to, whom. they
" preached. . - ,

LU T Son (v, 13:15)

InTrobtcTion: When Jesus cleansed the

~.Temple on Monday of Passion Week, the .
Sadducees reacted with violent-hatred,
What right did He have to do this? He -

- had not only hurt the pockethooks of the - .- -

- [II. "TwE SUBSTITUTION (v..16)

husbandmen, as it is traditionally called. . B

"—the time of ripe’

of the-harvest. But the -wicked tenants

servant who came. The third servant ;hu_t-
was sent was wounded and thrown out
of the vineyard. The,tenants were rufh_— y

Cless.

These,_servants. r_éprésént the ‘prbphels:'_.-
of thé Old" Testament. Many of @hem-i
were beaten and wounded, even killed, .

In desperation, “the lord of the vine-

" yard” said, *“What shall 1.do?” Then ke
" made a drastic decision: *I will send thy.
7 gon, whom I love; perhaps they will re-,
. spect him" (v."13, NIV). -

But whien the tenants saw the owner’s

~* son coming; they held a parley and de-
< rgided to kil the son and seize his in--
" ‘heritance. So they threw him outside the.
. vineyard’ and killed him, " -

- The. reasoning of the ‘tenants, as de-

"% scribed in-v. 14, is dbsolutely ‘absurd.” .
-~ How can one gain legal possession of p -
~ property by killing the heir? But:in his

commentary on Luke, Geldenhuys offers:

S this helpful suggestion: “It:is precisely
" Jesus® intention to call attention to’thé
- folly of the Jewish leaders’ attitude ‘to- -

ward. Him by using as an example the !

" foolish reasonirig of the husbandmen.”.

t

+ .. The “son,” of course, was Christ. He -
" would scon be'led outside Jerusalem.and .

" put todeath. .

" .. The foolish ténants‘forfeitcd"‘,;heif
good opportunity for' peace and. pros. .

© perity by killing the owner’s son. And

" that is what the Jewish leaders did when_
.~ ‘they had Jesus crucified. They were de- -
" stroyed—many of them in A.D. 70—and
‘the “vineyard" (the true people ‘of God) "

" was given to “‘others’--the leaders of the -
" Christian Church. The parable is" a

- golemn warning to those who réject Jesus

as Saviour and Lord. o e
“The "stene - which .the -builders’ re-

i B jected’ {vv. 17-18) is Christ. -l( we: cdst-
. Him aside, we do it to our owrr des{ruc-
Cetion. oL e B

_October, 1975 -
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'THE HIGH COST OF DISOBEDIENCE

21:24) .

—‘Si:iupfuni:; Luke 21:5-7, 20-24

IntrovucTion: The so-called Qlivet Dis-

- course (give on the Mount of Olives) is .

found in Matthew 24; Mark 13; and I:ukc
91.-In-all three accounts we have hasxcc}l_f
ly the sarhe background for it: The ‘dis-

" ciples eagerly. show their’ Master the =

beautiful buildings of the Temple in' .
Jerusalem; Jesus tells them it will be

. totally -destroyed; and-the disciples ask
. when this- will.happen, and what sign
. will precede it (vv. 5-7)., o

‘1. THE ReEwARDS OF dazmﬁNc}; kw."20-21) B
*In both-Matthéw (24:15) and Mark (13:

14), Jesus told His followers that they

‘were to flee from Jerusalem when they

. aaw " “'the -ahomination” of desolation” " "~

(predicted by Daniel} in the holy place.
‘This evidently has a twofold application .
10 the - destruction -of 'Jerusalem. in

A.D. 70 and to the coming of the Anti- Lo
* christ ot the-end of this age. - :

" In connection with a.p. 70, the refer- | °
ence might be to-the standards of the -
Roman’ legions besieging: the city. This.

.was a crucial issue with the Jews. They

felt that the Roman eagles weére. symbols
‘of idolatry and should. not -be. allowed
near the Holy City. -~ -« . -
" In writing to Greeks, who would not'be " -
familiar - with. Daniel’s .¢ryptic. expres- .

- gion, Luke substitutes the simple words-

“Jerusalem being surrounded by armies”
(literal Greek).-When the believers saw

‘Matt, 24:15 and Mark 13:14, the only,
other places- in the ‘New Testament
where it is found. This helps to tie these .
three passages together. - ‘ -
- In his monumental Ecclesiastical His-~ -
tory (A.D,-326), Eusebius tells what.hap-
- pened during the siege that ‘resulted in
_the city’s destruction 'in A.p. 70.-He
"says: *The whole. body, however, of the
church at Jerusalem, having been com-
manded by a diving revelation, given to
men of approved piety there before the
war, removed from the city, and dwelt.

in a certain town beyond the Jordan, '

Lz

this begin to happen, they -'wcu{qfknow_ e
" “that the *‘desolation” of Jerusalem was - -
“near. This is the same Greek word as in . -
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" - half is_Luke's added explanation (from. -

'

A

' called Pella" (Book IIT, chapter 5), This
.~town became the center of Jewish Chris-

~. ‘tanity after a.n. 70."And so the Chris-

tian Church’ of Jerusalem survived
hecause. it escaped before the siege was

.tightened around the city.

“that are in the countries enter thereinto!”

Av..21).. Today. *countries” means: na-
tions, which obviously is not the correct -

- Mmeaning here. The proper translation is

" “country: districts,” “countryside.” or

. ﬁi_mply “country” {NIV). "

1L 'THE RESULTS oF DISOREDIENCE -
Avvo 222240 00 T

. - Verse 22 says, "‘For this is the time of
punishment in fulfiliment of ail that has
- been written” (NIV}. The reference is to,
- ‘the many warnings in the Old Testament -
- of the fate that would overtake the Ts- -

raelites if they disobeyed -their God.

* " s The: destruction of Jetusalem in 4.0, 70,
and the consequent scattering of the Jews

throughout the world, was a fuifillment of

' these prophecies (Hos: 9:7; Deut. 28:]5.

68).

., Jesus went 611 to say: "wa'ﬁ}ead'fu! it -

will'be in those days for pregnant women'
and nursing mothers! There will be great
distress in the land and’ wrath against:

this people” (v. 23, NIVJ.. The first part :
of: this’ verse is paralleled in Maithew

- {24:19) and Mark (13:17). But the second

the lips of Jesus) as to why all this would
- “happen. It would be divine retribution for:
. disobedience. : ‘ A

Verse 24 (like v. 22)is found only

“.in Luke's .Gospel. It describes the hor.
" rible massacre and extensive’ captivity
‘of the Jews in Jérusalem.’ Josephus
says that “elevent ‘hundred thousand"
-(1,100,000) perished during the siege and
that 97,000 were carried into captivity,

- He also says that the regular population”

~of the city was swelled by great crowds -

- ~.of pilgrims who had come for the Pass-

It .seems likely that the figures bf
. Josgphua_-arg.anmewhat exaggerated, for
Jerusalem within' the walls ‘would not

over. This would-ddd immensely to the

“hold that many people.-But perhaps the. -

. -siege-enclosed hundreds of thousands of,

T

. pilgrims camped outside the walls. - e g
* Jerusalem has been “trodden down™ by -,

the Gentiles ever since a.p. 70 until ~
. very rf}cen’tly. But now, for the first time -
since 586 B.C., it is fully Under the juris. "~

roy ci : . diction of the Jews... .-
Jesus not.onlyl told those in-Jerusalem C -
“to flee; He also warned: “Let not them.

COctober 260 il
- SIGNS OF THE SECOND COMING
o e

Scawrrere: Luke 21:25.36 L
_InThoDUCTION: It would seem that verses ©

- v 5-24 of this chapter:deal primarily with'

the destruction of Jerusalem in A.n. 70..
- All-the signs given in that section were
Hfulfilled inthe 40 years between A.5; -
-.30, when -Jesus gave them, and a.p. 70,
Wwhen' God visited His peoplé in_judg-

ment. But the signs in.the latter part of
~ the chapter relate to the future Second .
* Coming, -~ -~ : e e
" Christ's return to.earth. But just assure.
-1y as’all the signs of His first coming were:
fulfilled, so will be fulfilled the signs of

His second ¢oming. ' - -

L FEARFUL SIGNS (vv.'25:28)
What is meant, by signs inthe ‘sun,

know. Apocalyptic language- is highly

éy’ml_:)dlical_ and metaphorical - But'in this
nuclear space age we hesitate to say what

. mny or_may not hﬂppenm our phySiCﬂi K S

~universe, .0

.. Whatever the noture of the signs men-

tioned in-v. 25, we are told in v. 26 what
the effect will be:’ “Men will faint from
terror, apprehensive of what is comipg on -
_the world, for the heavenly bodies will be
shaken™ (NIV). “Failing™ (KJV) ‘is not
_Quite strongenough. The Greek verb (on-

~ly here in the New Testament)’ means to .
stop breathing, to'faint away. © = .

* " Men'will be gripped with terrible fear

* &t the sigms that will precede the Second .-

‘Coming. - - o R

- Then theé long awaited event will take’ =

4 plnc_e:"“A'n'q then shall they see the Spn
of man_coming in a cloud with power and
great glory'™ (v, 27). A

In'the face of the weakness “‘nd'irjep_ti»” el

J'tu,de' nf modern governments, and ‘the.

. The Preacher's Mégnzlﬁe
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‘moon, and stars? The answer is, We'don't
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pathetic performanie of the United Na-

" tions organization; our only hope lies in

~ the return of Christ to reign. Then, and
-not unltil then, shall we have righteous-
- ness and peage around the world,

“Romans in. 63 . p:c.—should certainly .
.. “encourage us to "look up and lift up your
~ heads, for your redemption draweth

- demption” means*‘deliverance.” Christ’s

AL Fig Thee Lesson (vv.29-31) o

- When we sce leaves appearing én the .

_ . trees, we know that summer is coming
" ‘soon.Just so, when the signs Christ gave’

‘begin to take place, we know that His re--
turn is not faroff. . . ¢ i S

““I'he fig tree is often‘taken s, a type of

. the Jewish nation. The.fact that we have®
'@ completely. independent . State - of
“Israelfor the first time in over 2,000 years

—since -Pompey took Jerusalem for the.

nigh” (v. 28). The Greek word for."'re-

“return will bring a_tremendous
ance for the redeemed. - :
111, FarrsaFus, WAYCHING (v, 36) -

‘The importance of the.Olivet Discourse

deliver-

is shown by the fact. that it is the only ~ -

long discourse of Jesus found .in all three
-of-the Synoptic Gospels. And in each case
the primary thrust is on watching and be- .

ing prepared for' the Second Coming. g

Luke's Gospel is particilarly the Gospel

of prayer. And. so here he quotes.Jesus as -
. and pray always,” =’

- saying, “Watch .,

That is the bnly. way we cdn escape the

_terrible judgiments that are coming on the .
zarth and “stand before the Son of man,”-

. . Just as a sndre suddenly, without any -~

- warning, snaps shut and traps its victim,
‘so Jesus said. His coming would catch-

peoplé unaware (vv. 34-35). To.escape °

~ that:snare we need to walk carefully and
prayerfully each day down here,” -

[

" The Gates to Life'

a -SCRII_".I‘U-!}E} Mptt.‘?:lﬂ:l-’l o

InTRODUCTION: The parable of the strit
gate and the narrow way made a vivid ap-

* peal to'the Eastern mind of its day. Cities
were walled citadels with gates that led "
© ' into the city. Jerusalem had eight gates -

“-_in which travelers could enter. The gate

at' the Eastern City. is symbolic. of the -

‘gate to life which everyone must enter to

" inherit eternal life. The gate seems too = -
narrow to those whose feet-have not en- .

~tered - in. The gate seems too strait to

.. -those who have not experienced the good- . .

ness of God's copmmandments,” In" the

*grace of Christ is found a gracious liberty. .
. In His service-is perfect freedom. His.

statutes become our.song.. = .-

- "There are four gates we all must enfer.

Each brings us to a new city.
1. Tue Gate or CONVERSION -

Qctc_)l‘)'er;?'lS?_S. -

L

man’can be a. Christian

for all men

_Tow way

THE GATE OF SERVIGE _
A, Man is saved to derve.

: A turning of the feet into the nar:

. ‘An hour of spiritual awakening

. B. Man without service unworthy to

... bear name of Christ = . .
. C."Man will find in service
.. and purpose in life.

- 1. 'THE GATE OF _Honmr:ss- S
A,
. of God's children, " ‘
- B. Holiness .allows .God to'show us
- . Holy Spirit.. - ;
C. T
. morm _for ‘Christian living. ;
"THE GATE OF DEATH - .
A. Death which-is physical .
B. Death which is.gpiritual .

Iv.

.to life eternal. Surrender your will. Ac-

cept the méssage of redemption. You will

" find the way, though narrow, is broad
- “enough for truth and love. -- "~~~ -

a few joy
Holiness is the distinctive symbol

the things of Christ through His -

‘Holiness must be-accepted as the - a

.C. ‘Death which is a kindness of God -
CONCLUSION: Jesus Christ is the _thllteWay "

" A.-An experience without which no” © -t = - MerRuL BravMER

20



T Sy e

A 8 et e e o

'— A Funérql:M.édifdﬁc)n'—-

LI

Athtudes Toward Deaih

[NTRODUC’I‘ION‘ ’I‘he Bnble hns been re--

ferred to as:the “Book of Life,” but even-

'@ casual- acqua:ntance withits contents '
“teminds us that it is-also o “Book of,
. Death.”* This is not a contradiction, for-
abové all else the Bible comes to Erips

with the  basic realitics of man’s “exis-

tence, and as the Psalmist put it, “Whai
man-is_hie that leth avid shall nn( sep
deuth"" (89:48),

Thus, from the murder of. Abel the:
steady march of time has brought p:lgnm
after pilgrim up to the portals of death.

Sarah died, ‘Abreham’ died, Rachel
died, Isaac dled Saul dl(,‘d Jacub died,

. Jaseph died, Anmn died, Miriam died:
Moses died, Samue! died; King Uzziah.
*died, Dnrcus d:ed and m due time Chrm

‘died,

S:)me die when very yc}ung, some in the
-prime ‘of life, ‘others. in' a ripe old ape, .

Somie go willingly, others reluctantly .
" Moses put into words what all m\m

"; wonder - abou{ " when  he - spoke of - (he
events that would tmnspzre nfter‘» hm '

demh (Deut. 31:29),
What does happen after a man dies as
far as those who are left behind are con-

“eerned? What is the attitude of survivors
-toward the death of the ‘departed? The.

Bible directs our lhoughtq 'I‘here ﬂre C
scveml posslbllttlc%

’ I Rmo:cmc

- When David put G()lmth to death,
" B. When some tyrant who has threat-

) emzd the peace of the world is disposed of, -
Coweall hrenthe a mgh of rellef«—lf not
- openly rejoice.

C. But one does rmt have to he evul lo

. have men rejoice at his death

l Stephen
2.-Jesus -

D."There is a sense in whlch we: qhnu!d
all rejoice when the trumpets sound on’
the other-side to welcome a faithful pll
grim. to his etemul home : .

1l R}MORSF B .
A. Herod, the kmg, felt the b:te of tar- :
"ment and the gnawmg puln nf gu1]t each

Csp

time he thought of h:q [mrt in John Lhe

.Baptist's death;

- " B.It's natural to say, “lf only I hnd o
called the docmr sooner! .
not said some of the thln;,s l smd' H‘ L

only I had known!"
- C. Leave the: past . with God. Let Hlm
- forgive and free you from your guilt, Vow.

Ao live, m(lny and all 'your. tnmurqu dlf o

ferently

" TIL. Reseduion : R R
“A. Moses said, “Behrﬁd whllelam yet'_,
~alive with you' this day, ve have been re- - ..
“bellivus dgainst the Lord; and how much™ -
" mmore aftef my deﬂth”" (Deul 31:27).
B. Trouble either- causis us to turn -
from' God, grow. bitter -and rebel, or if .~
‘causes us Lo tirn to God and find in Him-
a bource of atrength Bufﬁcwm to’ over- :

mme our lrouhles

1V REL ucrmca

A: David and Absalom -« . SN

B. Mary, Martha, and [.amruq
C Fenr plays a part in reluctance:

Huw con 1 face the Iuture wnhuut
thcm"

pcn to me, -

~ 3. What' Jesus d1d on @ slorm losqed,
. sen on-the other side of the world in'the
_-long agn holds eternal ngnlrcnn(:e forour . - .

souls,. He can still_calm the temne% IR
caused by death. s

v, RI:.:;N,NATION

- Avtdob—"The Lord guve und the Lord

hath talien nwuy, blesaed he the' name of
- the Lord,” -

B. Not the expression of Gne who dueq '
not care, but the testimony of one who -~ .
‘has’ lcﬁmed that- God can bring Lnumph oo
“out 6f trouble and tragedy, -0s.He dld on
'the Cross. :

Vl Rr.sow'rlon ' ' ' '
A. andh‘-‘l shall .go to him, but he

* shall not réturn torme” (2 Sam, 12:23).

. B. Steps in"making that resolutmn
L. "Realize that all have sinned.”

" 2. Sin must be forgziven or punished,”
3. Only God can forgive, and-He will

- forgive unly when we ask Him.

4. When He forgives, we: .muqt'let

.Hlm live'in our lives, R
D. L. RUNYON o ;

_' : Tha Preacher 5 Magazlne L

lfcmlyl had - -

-2, What happcned to them may hap- : ._ L
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'___:AII books rewewed may be ordergd from ’
| yQur Publrshmg House - N

- Ncwness of Llfe

B_v thhard E. Hoivard (Kansas C:ty
Beacon Hill Presa of Kunsas City, 1975,
268 pp.; $5.95). :
- Here is. a new "hook thut shou[d be 6n
. the desk. of every: Weqlcynn _pastor and

: _teacher who is interésted in gmundmg.

lhmr preaching ‘and  teaching in tht
uuthonty of the Word. .

Fifteen. or more yeurhsa;,o Prnfesmr
Howard of Bethany Nazarene College de-
cided to study the Bible exegetically and
‘indudtively to see if the approach-would.

render. a biblical theology similar to our )
" usull understandings. His conviction,
-thait the Scriptures must-be" the *“final :

arbiter of doctrine” and that our own

.- ideas must come under the judgment of.
- the Word has resulted.in an authonta—

tive exegetical study of the mes,sage of -
holiness. ’

"The. reader - wnll be Dlessed, startled,
~and challenged with.the’ mmghts ‘pre-’
. sented. Somé of his definitions inay. be
" new, but in each case the question is not -

the. wordmg of the definition, but whcther

itis scripturnl Al of us, at times, need to

" be shaken fmm our “'foik- then!ogy -and

square our’ commumcntton with -God's -

Word Itisa hfelnng task.

- In_his-basic distinction between thc '
1nd|cntwe of grace and the imperative of
.* haliness the writer has ¢learly indicated

*the truths of secondness and cleansing—

- ‘the twin poles of the fabric of the holiness

tradition. - His vocabulary will offer new

;. and clearer wnys to express thlq hlhllcﬂl_ )

. truth.
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I'.....IlI."Il'.......‘.‘.‘..‘."..".‘.I‘..l.

AMONG BOOKS

v~ Conducted by lhe_'n"dilor' B

The bohk is. rendable und eumly under- |

7 stood. It should represent a resource for-

guiding pastors, “teachers, and laymen for -
© many- years to. come, Abdve- all, the work
is Christ-centered, even as. Paul’s writ-
mgmreChnht cemcred President-Great- -
- house wrote in the foreword, “We have- ..

“ nothing to fear but-everything to gain. L
from submitting our .theology . to the @
--j crucible of honest, rigorous Bible qtudy L

'mch as we have in this volume.”
: Oscm F. Rm:n

The Psychology of Atheism © -
By R C.. Spmuf (Bethany Feliowaup.
1974, $2.95.5 -

The eentral the.sls ol' thzs book is phal ST

the attractive features of the Christian
God ‘are equalized' by the threﬂtemng o
fcaturcs of - God—His ‘holiness,.. omni- - -
‘science; and sovercignty, He dmws from .
such authors ‘as Paul Van' Buren,;Ernest.

Cassuer, Ludwig Feurbach, Bertrand Rus- .° =

sel, Mircea Eliade as well 28 fundamental’

Christian fexts to open-up the debate.

“The end result is a writing which es- .

_'tablishes.that the believer need.not beon l: .
“the defensive in the face of atheism, forit’

-is the atheist: who must do the prov:ng,

not the behever -
. Oscm F REE.D .

'Phe Power of Prnyer Today

By George A. Buttrick. (Word ‘Books,
. 1970. Paper, $1.95)) ~

.Dr. Buttrick's fine httle hook on prayer :
‘is now in puperback and accessible to all.
~ With his penetrating style this Presby-
tennn m:mster spcnks to the issues of

3
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pmyer 1r1 our ume He opbns by dl‘i--

(.US‘-:II’][.',’ prayer in- our time, discusses

Jdesus and prayer, tries to answer today’s

questiunmg, and closes with the “how”

of prayer. The book is & *“natural” for

waork amnng laymen in the church.
Obcm |08 RI-‘ED :

Proclmmmg the Splr:t
Comp:led by Harold Bonner (Beacon Hill
I’rcsw df Kansas Clty, 1975 (‘lnth 149
pp., $3.50.) .- -

The’ compllcf ha% asked . qevcml lead: -
ing ministers g, 9xpress their’ perqona!,.'

. thoughts concerning preaching: on the
" Holy Spirit and the Spirit-filled life.
. They have reqpnndcd in this book by also

sharmg some. ofvtheir methodology in

" preparing and preaching, and they have

presented some sample.outlines of their,

sermons-on the subject. The contributors

E. Mc(‘umher. Tom Nees, W. T. Pur:

‘is worth reudmg and keepmg for future .

reference ?.
J M

WAN']‘EI)‘:" John- Wesley's -com p_!é‘t'c"
- Works, Jourfnal, and . Letters; John

Fletcher's complete wurks; Wl“lﬂm Law's

complele works. Llnd‘say Armishaw, P 0. .
'--Box 215 Manurewu New Zealand. -

" WANTED: Church of the Nuzmene"
- Manuals, 1948 -and 1952, Duane. Kauf- -

bl.Z bW 7 S >
‘are Arnold -Airhart, ‘Ponder” Gilliland, - man, ‘ lh er_el Medo Iil._

Jerald Johnson, Sydney Martin, William

61231.°

“

' WAN'I‘[‘.D" Fllcu C]uv,m[u_utmn Index.'
. kiser, Millard Reed, Reuben Welch, and- "
Gordon Wetmore; What more needs to_
be qmd to cmwmce any preacher thm ane

from Memory-O-Matie file system. Dan

MeCarty, P.O. Bux 50 Gthello, Wnah
" 99314

6'0MIIVG

next monlh

I oThe Caro and Feoding of Evangellsls -

[T T

i. The upheaval in the lives of lam:lies_
- who mova is similar 1o that of fam;lies o

Y Cadillacs. Steaks, and Manstons

":should- read this one.

: OJohn Woaley on Sln

- Ang endangered species” _can ‘be:
saved with proper care and, leedlng,
but we must act now L

L Mlnlstering 10 Movlng Membars

who experience a deaih among lhem

- “Dad” writes some prac:lcai pointsto a
“preacher son; and pe_rhaps aII of us )

. Wesley_left no volume. of systemanc"- .
theology but his thoughts on lhe dcc« :
trlne\ot sin.are clear .

- The Preacher's Magazina ~ -

- 7we talk'and write nbout it. OQur attitude toward material pos-_
" gessions is of great 1mportance -Jesus watched as the people |
“'gave their nffenngs to God's work, and commented pointedly

- ““thmgs ‘and therefore can cope w1th problems of living wnth
inflation*(p. 20). He can also cope wn,h the problems of an
“affluent sociéty (p..5),. and he does not Jose touch with those . - _
~ who are nearest to hlm {p. 17). Of course, the gecret of it allis-
" found in his choice to deny himself, take up his cross, and fol-

. not keep, as Jim Elhot expressed 1t to gam what we cannot
-‘lose. We posscss somethmg money cannot buy—and noone: .

Money itself-is neither goor nor bad but the love of it is’ the
"root of all evxl Happy is that home where it does not relgn-.
. supreme, makmg slaves of all who worsh:p at its tyrnnmca]

Sooner or: lnter we thmk ahout money, and eventually 1
about the widow's small gift bemg ‘the most precious of all.. .

altars. The mlmster knows this, practlces it, and leads’ hlsr
flock beside these still waters; and he WOuld not tmde places. _
with kings or presidents’ {p. 1). He can live with. or without a

low in the footsteps of Jesus (p. 15). We glve up ‘what we can- -

Ll Ay

.can take it from us. Hatlelumh' SR e
"~ Yours for souls,”




