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-10. _TheRerst_:nalit‘le's__pfﬂc__a’_vi_val,._‘:.,". P Y% H_.é.r.ls.enl'_ N _l-Wl‘ir-;is JESUS SPOKE; pen;)l__é-listeumd. ‘The pu_o:'he_d;j'dHi'm g_ladlyﬁ,*tl_ie’ S ;
414  God Is.Ndf'Gb\}erﬁedjﬁy His Power o ; w-ﬂr}mh hln}'n. S - ¥V .children pressed. through’ the crowd to be cleser to Him; the -

L e T T PR g.-‘ % : ignorant and unlearned understood what He said. The officers who were . -~
16 HojlﬁllylsaDoor toService:  ~ .. i . sent to take Him prisoner returned to their superiors. without. Him, =
_ AN LOVE .. cvvn\beiiuyie 3 e Practicat Points 3 ‘and when, asked why they had not arrested Him, the only explanation

" 17" Dishpan Devolions 5 ..o . v.osu. . :if--r._M_mcmwf“'d e they could-give was, ‘‘Never man‘spake like this man”. (John 7:46). "~
B T R S TP Wiien we.preachers speak, we hope people listen. If the poorare-
. 19 . Portraits .of Paut; A’Sgrvanl_..._.‘_.,.__... ... . Molfon Thomas ! IR not very'glad aboul what we say, or if the children seeri interested in-
30" The Starting Poifi . "+ ... ... SR ST Tt other things; and the unie@!ned-C?‘F‘“Ut_m‘?kc sense out oi.our‘m‘essages, -
o QIO v eepeiiese AR C. Noil Strail .t e tend to place the.blame on them, Too often our-attitude could be ~ .~

22 Lg:iokirig_at\_éur Lord inALul_g'e_al et r Falph Eadle - e -expressed: T know that you believe you understand what you, think 1
28 . e i . _sgid,.but I'am not sure you realize that what you heard-is not. what |

26 A Burial Service .. T NI RN : : : ) ; _ you e anas.
S T VIGe o ‘."_"':-'1"-----f--‘-’-?(f!ﬂlf'sf"f_sf_l_l{fr ..+ meant.” Such bewildering uses of-‘languageesome,‘wquld call'it gob- -

" bledygook—is-a curse:wherever you firid it. It is nowhere more of aturse .
: than'in the pulpit.. e T L
' 1It'should concern us that words, which are vehicles of communica-- -

tion, are being abused as often as used, Too often they conceal rather -

_than reveal meanings. A high school principal- in’ Connecticut recently
. resigned when he was found.to ‘have spent over a thousand dollars of-

" ‘publi¢ funds for his owii use: In his letter of resignation he said, “I'have -~

. exerted poor judgment résul_‘t,irig"in grrors.in the area of financial pro- .
Ceedures. Lo i T

©.° .When Licut. William Calley testified that he had been ordered to -
" attack My Lai, he did not say he had. been told to kill but to “waste” -

- éveryone in gight.' Murder of 4n enemy spy, in military language, 8. .
“called “termination with extreme prejudice.” An air raid is.a “limited
“duration protective strike.” - R i R

. " Several months ago the voters of Ohio were asked to vote on the -

-~ repeal of their income tax law. They were hardly. prepared for the word- .
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“ ing of the ballot

~ and the marriage of a

Shail the prr;pr,«-s—a ¢mencment to the Consurutmn of
the State of Of:o relative to.conditions. for and pmhlbltrons upon. the

,!r:-.,r of a tax On,INCOME, excr-pt a-municipal income tax, or increasing |
rates thereof. mmru? the appro va] of the majority of the. mnng electors,’
‘he adopu-d"

The- -ef:retan. of state explamed that a ves vote meant a
vote againat.
BT VOTET. under'trf;d"

0”5 when ne *Tites in @ recent periodical:

a certain dars- and tn g’tw- chronos the determination of kmros But if
nne. ahandoris this perversion. of the prophetic truth; the eschatalogical

S "pfmr:pie mll %pmda-»thr: ultimate rruth will be the final acti'? -

In contrast, Jesus used the Janguage of His Iv‘-tenem He connected

“the. unksiown (what He' taughtr with. the known {what they already '
knew) Hi wanted them to know about God's forgiveness, so He told
Cthern abour 4 father .uhr; welmmed his son back home! Replvmg to thr,-l
, He. cnmpared the priest and the o
l}-vru’- whos. pais.%d b) ‘on the olher side with the Samaritan who got -
deown'in the ditch with the man who had been rohbed and beaten; and . -

k :'r'ip‘-d hifn wuh rm—dlcatlun .md fmd and lodgmg——hut most of all wrth- o

_‘rrm T 3 T

GUaeRtnn “Whe s my nﬂ;;hb(.»ur"

the mcome tax. 3 no vote was for the commuauon of the ;
" tax. Do you su,,,f/-:- : o
' Do the p‘»o,_.. sn iz churches understand when we use theo%og:cal
terms which mean ‘nothing W therm)” Would théy ‘grasp what John A. T _‘
Rhmn-fm means or dn v
assert with the aprralyptists that there iz a.necessary correspondence‘
“hetween hairos and chronos is dlways t say that the world :must die on -

" He zspruu- m Hrs hsteners about a farmer sowmg seed a sparrovs' IR

:ht-m,q prov: r_wd hy (md ‘a snepherd going out-to look for a lost sheep. -
-woman-sweeping the hiuse in search.'of a lost coin, He: taught - .
i them by using examples such as a barren fig tree, a tiny mustard seed, -
- a hidden treasure, a friend at midnight, the leaven in a loaf of bread, . . .
kmgs $on. -He demonstrated that profound' s

and a

thuughus can be wmmumcdtcd hest in mmple language,

B He knew how to use wurds that had meaning, and He also knsw how
o communicate in nth(;r ways. “Nonverbal” communication, the ex-.
- perts tell us; is sometimes more, powerful than the spoken variety., Jebus‘ .
looked upon Peter after that dlbuplc hid denied Him, and the'message -
in that look was qune clear. “I’etar went out, and wept bltterly" (Luke g
22:62) :

Jehux ok a mwal glrded hrmhelf and wnth a busm of water wnshed

. His disciples' feet. With that act, using such unlikely instruments and : "
-employing: such unusual methodﬁ He taught them what genume humr! .

. lty, luvmg ﬁL!‘VlL(: nnd true greatlness are like. -« 77 T
John Wesley (mu, said; “When you ‘think with: the: learncd you. . .
~ must spenk-with the common people.” Thomdike reminds us that “until
they get into the mind, words are only puffs of air or streaks of ink." -
B Wé need not be like the preacher who was said. to be "1mompre-'-""
hcmuble on Sunday and invisible l'ur the rest of the week.” We must
preuch to be understood. With this as our goal, and Jesus as our Exam--©

- ple, we may yet commummte Hm mwsut,e to thc people of our world S
- ‘hufore tlme rung out. .

' .Thq"l?,rer‘ér;her'é"Ma‘gtx'ziné

Il
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-CALL TO SERIANTHOOD

I

5 THE PRIORITY OF PREACHING '

C S COWLES Paslor Church loe Nuzurene Covma Caluf )

"And his gufts were lhat some should be apostles

M FRIEND GEORGE made an as-_'.'
tomshmg discovery as he re-

" viewed the notes he had taken after
v several - months -of - pastoral calling.

_He had begun’ his' ministry in a cer-

tain church by -interviewing his key
laymen and -asking them this ques-
- tion: ““If you were thé new pastor of

‘this, church,” what. would you do?”"

Muny and Varled were the responses.
~As he compr]ed and summarized the

-answers given; he was: surprrsed to
discover a glaring omission: Nobody -

‘mentioned preaching! Not a soul;
‘As George reflected on this striking

- observation, he recatled thnt no par: .
‘ticular interest had been shown in his
preaching abrllty when he was’ bemgr

-interviewed as a pastoral candidate.

_ A trial sermon would have been easy

to arrange, but no ‘one suggested’it:

. Asfar as he could tell, there were ho .
. lnqumes on -the part of the official

bonrd in regard to his preaching. -

~"George's_experience troubled me;.
_for I tao have become pamfully aware; "
" of the lack of interest in my role as

. preacher, which has too often” been
reflected in’ my congregations. Con- -
. sadermg the public worship time de-
" voted to preaching and hearing the
thrs' “‘deafening silence” 'is"
'cause for concern: T am not surprised .

‘Word, -

.that ‘many of our colleagues huve Juat

: July. 1975 - -

,-—Eph 4 11 FISVl

about’ given’ up on sermons entrrely,,',-
and have moved toward snappy ser- .

monettes (which produce Christian-

."‘etteh) drama, liturgical litanies, tes- -

timonial. services, musical- specmls L

panels, motion pictures, Bible: .
“-studies. The earmark of truly ‘great -
. Spirit-filled services to many of ‘our

brethren are those when they don't

get 'to preach That is worth telling.. - 3

Yet I cannot. escupe the conviction -
. that preachmg is thé heart and soul = "
of -my servant-task, Herman Mel:, -
_ville’s description’of the whaler’s pul-
pit expresses the: lifelong feelrng I -
, have had about’ prenchmg

Its panelled front was in the llkeness

ofn ship's bluff-bows, and the Holy Bible - -
“ reated on a projecting piecé of seroll work,

fashioned ultcr a ship’s ﬁdd!r‘!—hended o
“beak. . - T o
What could’ he more full ofmennmg,"——, S
“for the pulpit is ever this earth's fore-
-most part; all the rest comes in its-rear;.

the puipit leads the world. From thence -

it is the storm of God's quick wrath is"

first described, and the bow must bear
"the eatlicat brunt. From thence it'is the
God of breezes fair or foul is-first invoked.
for favorable winds.. Yes, the wor]d‘s a
- ship-on its passage: out, and not & voynge o
'complete -and the pulpit is its prow.t -
Unfortunately; Chaucer comes.
'much closer to describing the parish-
' roner 8 1mage uf the pastoral task -

3




- When'he draws a p"ort'ra'it of a good
“‘country parsen in this manner:

- But he would not_be kcpt by rain or S

thunder, .

- If any had Guffered a slckne‘ia ora
c blow, v,

“From va-ntfng the farthest high or Zow _

Plodding his way on foor his staff in -
_hand. '

. '-He was a model his. ﬂock‘eould .'-. -

under-.!and L

He did nat rent. his benef:cc for h:re
) Leaumg his ﬂock to ﬂounder in the
. -mire,

- And run to London, happ:es‘t of goals.
“To sing paid masses in St Paul s for :
- souls, -

- Or.as chaplain from some neh gutld

take his keep, - -

" - But dwelt at home. and guarded weH

_ his sheep
. So that no wolf should make fuq ﬂock
: -miscarry.?

George is the one- who brought"
Chaucer’s poem to my attention. He'
~added that. if' he had interviewed a

"thousand church memberq he

doubted that anythlng subqtantml_

. “would have been added to.Chaucer’s
~vision of the kmdly, approachable,
rentle and utterly innocuous pastor,

in whlch ‘the shepherd-image com- -
" pletely overrules the prophetic.

- George made the irreverent -remark

 that parishioners - are, by and large,

" a. self-centered lot. -Although Robert

" James - St. Clair overdraws the pic- -
ture, he does point-out’the absurd:ty -

. to which flock- servmg mmmtry can
' _d(.scend

Across the supper: table one minister
¢ wag conversing with n woman officer from -
- .. his church. He had learned the technique

- .of eating and: smllmg at the sanme time.'.

After every temark. -of hers, hiz head

. nodded soberly and. L,ently, twice, -as il
-~ moved by“a spring.

One remark.elicited the sweetes,t Joy,:

~and another an expression . of profound .
.’ thought at the revealed wisdom. Slie re-
~.marked. that the meat was mice and

.~ warm, and he exuded an-ineffahle radi-

‘ance of sheef fulfllment She made the

o observuti_on that Lhe butter had not been -

4

. y .
[ !

_around: yet, and he dropped his fo‘rk-
raised his eyebrows, and was clearly.

stunned at this collnpse of the social

- amenities, When his poise. was restored’
. and the butter found, he continued nod-
“ding and’ smiling uhtil he solemnly bent -
‘low to-.catch another pearl.’ She com- © -
mented that they would all burst'if they: .
" ate-another speck; and it was only with
the. greatest effort: that he restrained’
~-himself from roaring ‘at her trenchant
- humor. One couid only hope she wouldnt -+ * .
. complain of a pain somewhere. Her pas- .
_ tor would be de'runged with panic.* ’

-~ “If Christ has not been raised, your |
. falth i futilé and you are stil{ in your

sins” (1 Cor, 15:17). And if the gospel

of God (euaggelion” tou theou) pro-.
- ¢lafming, (keru%o} this great ‘salva-.

tion-deed. 'is not announced (euag-

. gelidzo)-and teught (didasku), then- R
'_ our people wnlk in darkness,-The "

“service’” réndered by ‘Jesus on be-

half-of the world is first and foremost - .~ " .
preaching: “The time is fulfilled, and = - -
‘the kingdom of God is. at ‘hand; fe-
pent, and believe in the "gospel”-

(Mark 1:15).. The indicative of the

gospel-announcement is followed by :
“the imperative of_ the L,ospel mwtao
© tion; “chent P , :

. The servant’s thness is not merely e
~an esoteric word' whi¢h a man may’ -

_ ponder among othe_r_words it is the
word about Jesus who confronts man

in the power of suffering tove and who.

thrusts man’s whole human existence
"into erisis. Tt is .the Word which
-.cauges Satan to fall like- lghtning: -~ .
~from._heaven (Luke 10:18), plunders -

' qtrongholds (Mork 327

demons
Lake ~10: 18) and ‘anngunces. that

“God 'was in Christ reconciling ‘the :
world to himself* (2 Cor. 5: 19) The. -

Word thrists man-into the now .

" of decision”—a -decision: to obondon:
.the false security of present human. .~
existence and embrace the new lifo .
‘to be found in Christ and His king-. -
“dom " (Luke 14:26),.

Bornkamm: puts it, “life; world and

-'the exlstenee of every mdlwdual now -

- The Preacher 5 Magazine'if S

Or. as Gunter.

-“'serving tables.”

stand in the, sudden flash of light of
: = the coming of God, m the hght ofhls
- reality and presence ,

The commission of Jesus to Hls
servant- dlse_lples_,ls nothing more nor

. less than the carrying on of His own

activity, which was *to preach .the

: 'kmgdom of God and to heal” (Matt.
"10:7-8; Mark 6:7-12; Luke 9:2; 10:9).

The only differerice now.is that the

Proclaimer: has become the Pro-- . _
" honors, and celebrates. the priority of

claimed. Jesus - preached the King-

" dom; His sérvants preach.Jesus, Yet
- 'the mhode remains.the same: that is,
. the kingdom of .God comes to' men
- in"the person of Jesus by the word of
- preaching and the deed of healinig. Or

a5 Hans Kung phrases it, “Jesus’
preeehmg of the reign of God is gen-

_ uinely continued by the Church s
"preechmg of the reign of Christ.”

- 'Paul gives us three lists outlmmg‘

- some of the major charisms imparted

to the Church for the building up of

" the: hody of Christ (1 Cor. 12:8, 28f.; .
© Rom. 16:61.; Eph., 4:11). Each enu-
merates; t.he gifts of the Splnt dif- -,
. ferently.” But each. of them gives’
“priority to the’ chansme of the Word -

——-apostlee prophets, evangélists,

" ‘pastors, teachers. The Early Church
.- realized that it was not right that the. -
" dpostles “‘should give up preaching -
““the word. of. God' toserve tables”
- (Acts 6:2). There is nothing demean-
. 'mg about. servmg tables: diakonia, -
- Yservice,”
_of the “setvice of the Word"” and in'

. Contemporary lay- -
“renewal theology is perfectly right in -

.18 used both in speekmg

its insistence that there are-not two

- classes of Christians, clergy and laity

. “({atkos, “laity,” never appears in the’

_ . New Testament), but-that the whole
.body ol believers is .elevated to- laos,
~ the “people of God.” Nevertheless,”
:_the law of service by which the com-
_‘mumty as col!ed eqtabhshed sus-'-

Couyvers

- (Acts 14:19). .

Al

_ ta!ned ‘built up, and ordered is’ the
service of the Word. Gifts of the Spir-

it calling forth sérvants of the Word

have precedence God’s act of rec -
‘onciling. the world to hlmself" is

_made known by -‘“the message of
reconciliation” which is entrusted to’

the community in the person of “am-
. bassadors for Chnst’ (2 Cor 5: 18-' k

20),
Whether lhe church recogmzes

preaching or not; g divine imperative

~ is laid upon us. in whom the Spirit .
- has inspired a charism.of preaching
“to. fulfill our gervice. More than it
. ever knows or will ecknow!edge the . .
laos, “people of God,” live by the .
-Word. The Word bearing ‘the life of
. God ‘accomplishes its purpose wheth-' -
Ter “it"be received with applause or-
. rejected with - contempt. Paul and
Barnabas went into Lystra preaching -

the good news of Jesus and healing.

One day their message was received .
with: ¢ries. of adulation bordering on
idolatrous worship.: The next -day .

_ they were thrown out of the city, and-
Paul was stoned andleft for dead .-..
Nevertheless, some.

. were converted. ond a church was es- PR

_tablished. -

So- George hang in there preaeh
“the Word, and let everythmg ‘else
stake & seeondnry plece The people :

“may-.never rise up and call you. -
- “blessed,”” but they will be blessed .

‘nevertheless

1 All qchplhre quotations in this article are from

,thL Revised Standard Version of the Hlble copy- :
_r(gh{ed 1996 and 1952, . )
. Herman Melwlle Moby l):ék (Rﬂndom Ilouae) -
o 19 Used with pennission] :
3. Theodare Morrison, ed” and tmm Chaucer o
(New York: ‘The Viking Pyess,- l959), po. 14 '.'aS-'- )

Used with permission. |

‘4, Robert James St. Clatr, Neuroﬂcnm zhecr;urch" s
‘(New York: Revell& Co., 1963}, p 101 Used. w;th' .
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" double blessing..
.-, My friend was one. of de'zene of llb.'.'
- who had.comé to the end of his row.
© " Not that he had reached retirement
_ age by any means, He was healthy-
“and quite flamboyant in the pulpnl,
when the Spirit demanded. it. He-
" . was pastoring’ a rural church.. He

The conscuentlous paslor sometimes wonders L _ _ T
whether or not it is time to move. God's TR

gu:dance takes many dutferent forms

The _samrauon.;mnr'r. '

OU HAVE REALLY HELPED ME. -
. That was a welcome comment.

' Any preacher enjoys hearing such a:

reaponse but when the compllment_
comes from n fellew pastor it lq -

admitted they were some of the best

_ people he had ever pastored.

*I'm. running ‘into: ‘some . serious’

by ST ‘
'Carlds.H.-Sparke'
Pastor

Church of the Nazarene -
Sylvanm Qhio -

- spent all [ have to give.’ C
““You'te getting very- close to the '
“truth,” 1 told him. _
yuur qrtuatmn You are now ‘preach: . [
.ing to my- people as a. guest evange-
'_hqt, -and -the people are ‘eating-you- . - 7
up.’.That tells me that you stillhave. - ..} "~
something to gwe " He perked up a™’
~little. -
~ - “Buddy, let me tell yeu somethmg
_ " that will shock ybu, but when you
" opposition. T can't lay 'my hands on .
the problem For i while 'we. were
going great and the people responded B
i well " he lamented. - . o
, My friend" was well educated———a
. graduete of one of eur church schools.
- He had doneé additional work in other
" colleges. He loved-science and ¢ould -
 'make the prophetic scriptures live
. for the hearer. Frankly, he was oneof
©. my favnrlte preachers and 1 told hlm
. so. . : -

'“It seems | dont get lhrough te o

the people unymore ' he continued.

““Sometimes 1’ JUST. don’t 'want to go_
and preach, .

Mnybe 1 just: d(m 1
have what” lt takeq

“Let’ - examme

see through it, you will know that

! many -pastors could have -been re-
deemed from secular Jobs ‘had they o

reahzed it,"

4“1 respect what you hnve to bay.
- he said cagerly. -
"."‘At one church ‘there. was a snua-
tion where . numerous well- quellﬁed.l o
‘men ‘had done their best.: One had " -
';-beught new..ground, Arother had <~
built- a parsonage, and.still - another .
" had léd in the ‘building program of-a -
" spacious church The attendance had '
never taken a ‘'sharp curve ‘upward. -
There were gains, - “but they made no~ .
RIS headlmes in' the mlnds of the com-' o
" munity. T
“ “Then -a gung ho preacher came . .
and stayed for about a year and 'a .

half. ‘They began a bus program and

expanded .to five or six busses. At-.
- . tendance doubled in ‘a six-months’
T ._penod ‘But e, llke _you, reeched a-
- pomt s we nll do' BT S

Perhapq ['ve

The Preachers Mngazlne oy
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. “Now Here is what happens Wlth
proper spmtuul gmdance you move

‘ “What 8 that"" he aqked exmtedly
" "“The point when the pt.ople had

- enough of him.”
S Yeu mean people get tlred of a -
. guy like that?” - -

“Yes,. Much sooner thun n slower—

~‘paced leader.”
- .He llstened mtently as T gave hrm' R
o my views,.
. The’ facts are that muf;t leaders_
. who feel they are washed-up are just -
S gettm[, a.signal. All human beings -
' * are capable of just so much and no
more. The minister who feéls he has -

nothing more to say ‘ohviously has'a
great deal ‘more to say. For instance,

" in my friend’s church, the folk arénot™-
~_h|ghiy educated. They would qeon; .

tire of henvy mtellect
“THink of your people as aponges

- T told him. *'If you pour water on a’
sponge it will ‘retain just.so much, .
and thé rest runs off. You can’ pour’
on a half’ gallon. or 10,000 barrels,
but- tthe sponges retmn enly thelr :
_capucnty ‘

““You are qaymg “that I may be a

five-gallon preacher that has only put
out a quart and my. peaple are full. -

“*“You've got it,” 1 said. “Thlq

" doesn’t mean that. your people do not.’
- - dppreciate ‘a  good thing." It surely
" idoesn’t mean they are carnal. They
"+ soaked - up every sermon when they

 were dry and thquty for whabynu had :

to give.”™
' he muqed

.,‘on to another charge rI‘he new set ef' ]
sponges Open every pore and drink
~you in. For a year, 2 years, or even
‘10 years, you' can keep filling them. -
‘Meantime, .
" church a new pastor comes-and en- _ -
-joys the same success yoy had there'_

back -af your -present

and-are having-in your new charge.”

““Well, 1-never. thought of it Just_.

that. way,” he smd “What do [ do

“now? S
| heheve I would talk to my dlS~",'_-_'4'. .
trict superintendent ‘and’ frankly ex- .

press: what. you have told me. ‘No. -

doubt he has ‘full. sponges in sev-_»
eral spots on the district.” . .- .
“I might just do thnt " He seemed
_excited. -
"Love your peeple, Reahze that' '

‘you both have a problem, You can =~
“extend your effective tenure by more -’

. NUMerous. revwal campaigns with™
~varied types of evangelists. You can '+

read some of, the master ‘pulpiteers,

ple Thanks buddy T

‘ : Worry _
Hudson 'l‘uylor hved 8 wonderful life of trust Here B what he ,
.. said: “Let us give up our work, our thoughts, our plans, our
" gelves, our lives, our loved ones all over into His hands. When you -
have given all -unto God there will be nothmg Ieft for you to be :

o troubled about,” "

Jary.'ms‘ o

- and borrow some facet of their style- -
Cif it fits.you. In all. of these ways, - -
you. are bidding for 2 little more -
‘space: in-a saturated sponge. Just -
have: sense enough to know that -
.wherever you go, most-of the people
. can take- enly s0 much of what you . -
have to grve It's not, your fault or * - .
their fault:: God made us, these d1f S
ferent- ways.” .. L
. “You have helped me a lot. Im_
,surely going to think of my situation .
Laina dlfferenl light.-1 guess thisis the- -
" reason for some of the abrasions that =~
‘. come from time to time with my peo- _—
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g ) What Do You Pn‘y?

(God Pities the Cltles)

Texr; “And the Ford suid, “You pity 'thé :
plant, for which:you did not lebor, nor -~
" did you make’it graw, which ¢ame into -

being in a night,;.and perished in a hight,

: ‘.And should not I pity Ninevel, thiat great
. city, in which there are more than a,
. hundred and twenty thousand . persons, -

who do not know their right hand from
their left, and alsu much cnttle" " (J(m
4“10 11 RSV*‘) : o

Imaonucnm God pities. great citigs,
wherein . aze packad and ‘stacked the -
teeming loose ends of humanity with the

- 'snob-nose upper crust of himanity. Too

*".often—we believera- pity- caqtor-ml plantq -

{ns one: commentatm‘ calls
of KJV). '

‘tHe gourd"

- God’ doesn t plty the cmeq hecuuse of -
‘their . unsavory “economic “and architec-”
_tural envirohment, but becausé of the
" unsaved ‘condition of the millions hvmg
" - there. The whole -Book of donah is a -
_ front-page story. of the borrowmg God who .. -
weeps over-the Jost condition of the souls
of Nineveh, und the serrowifig covenant.’

believer who weeps .over: ll‘l\'lﬂlitleﬁ the

"gourds ‘of petty notions,

" Jesus. -

What a-contrast! It i is’ verv blmllﬂl‘ o

the ‘contrast between the Pharisees and
They "were~ more “interested  in
teaching their donkeys to refuse corn that

“hadn’t been tithied than in téaching sin.
“ners about” God’s. forgiving love.- They
. were more’ concerned with' the w:dlh of -
; their phylacteries, or the barder on thmr

"Frum the* Rzused Smndurd Version 0,‘ th( .
S HRible, wmm,hted 19 16 and- i{h.. L

. Neil E. Highlower

Suparintendent
Candda Cenlral District )
Church of the Nazarane ’

L

conts, t,l"mxj- in-the width of separation-
God could rench aeross to redeem a sou}

Jonah and -his ‘spiritual -descendents

are réflected in the, dangerous straits of
the holiness church of this‘day. We can.

“foster a heartless, sour holiness, 'if we are

than bridges.

“basis,
. What do you pity?

1L In Smc!-mw WE CAN Pmr Tili- Wuom.

" VTHINGS.

The broad ;(:nd to, deqtructmn i5 paved -

with the blocks of sincerity.

- -¢mphasis. We can pity our statistics, un-

success. .

We cun pity our ﬂrchttccturc zmd up SR
[ pointments until we vote no on a bus’

minisiry because it will bnn;, in a lot of

-

ahtpful sensibilities .until wé ‘dre cha-

grined-if either poor street people should -

stumble into church or shouts of bleasm;,
- should punctuate the service.

- We.can pity our ‘conferences on every .

-sub;ecl of church life until we talk more

" than ‘dct. Years ago Dr.oA. W, Tozer
* apoke of the danger of conferences, de- -
_* seribing the sterility of ‘many Evangeli-
cals whe had notehooks in their libraries, -
full 6f wondrous wntmgs on Bible- prop}p V
ecy ahd soul-winning plans, but who were'.

“hearers only, not doers; "’

We can’ pity our .organized programq‘

- 50 much’that. a spontaneous overflow of

_ the soul- -winning drive of a: new hehever- -
S searesus. . L

~Tha Preagher's Magazlne ‘

‘not careful -and prayerful, This kind of *

- churchlis a cloistered church  which has -

lost ils vision. It is [jving in-the glories .

of yesterday. [t is burldmg more hcdgc S50
What we pll') deep i in our hcarts. bothr

on A pcrsnnnl basis and an. ewleqmqtlmlf-; o
is a revelation of our charncter ‘

The Chupch can pity the wmng thmys )
—not sa much outof definition but from. .

til they btcome our dnlv measunn;, rud of ;

" misbehaving chlldren who will cause our.
* lovely- hm[dmg,q to- detcrmrnte mu quwk- T

We can pity- our. demrum and wor .

Indw:dual Chrmtmn's can p:ty the
o wrong things..
‘We. can pity uurqelves until we - are, -

" enervated. We can pity our assignment
i the church | until we wre filled with

“*jealousy over a brother behever 8 nppar-
* - ent'achievement. _
SV We ean pu) the. qccmmg mequrtw of .
_ God's ‘merey -in the greater-hestowal of =
‘talent or resources on another hchcver .
- unitil we refuse to attempt anything. .

We can plly the church's con%tant‘

challenge 1o total commitment, which
et ¢koss gratn to some of our amb:tmm :

or lack of strong convictions.

We can pity the poor undcrqtnn(ling of .

other people aboul our true genius and
-heu:me ovu‘l\, qensltlu .uul emhluered

- God pmes deslmy houn({ !mmorml

' wuls He pities the barriers of separation-

Cbetween mencand himself, @nd men with

men. He" pities the Lruv.mni, sepnmtmn ’

“not willing .

. that .any  should perish, hul thut nll_
- should come to repentanee.” .

. He pities' the pollution of. the envnmn-'-,-‘

of all indwelling sin. He.is

- Wu.ﬂ Gob, Prites Our.ur 0 Fm:mw"
- Us. :

'ment. God pities the pnllutwn ofextcrnal _

spice, for He speaks of “much cattie.”

- He pities the pollutmn of inner-space, for -
" He speaks u_f_the,k:;uw_led;,_e of right .and
wrang (those. “who do .net know, their. .

‘right hand fmm their left"). -

God pities.ithe imperishable vnluea of :

 3:3). He cmphasizes the culture of the
soul (Prov,- 4;23), He understores tlme-
: ie‘;s cnnvnch(mq (Rmn ll 17)

1L OUR Dav. Posks GII[-'AT AH.LAS Wmcu

s DFMAND GODL!KE Prry.

.+ life. He counsels the priority of the King-
' dom (Matt. 6:33). He says t}mt without -
“:"the new bhirth, man will perish- (John.

There ‘are_many -batriers: emeuonﬁl 3

‘cultural social, spiritual,
" In no place are these more reai und

more evident- than'in the great.cities of -

our world. The mission of the Church and

in réformation’ but 'in repcntunw It is
‘carried forward in heurt pmsum, not hend

© couriting, )
'I‘he grunt cmes qu cl‘ 1he anunymlty -

o 'July, 1975 '_

' - believers must be that of the ministry of_\,.‘
- reconciliation which Paul héralded withd ™~
~'blcedm;, heart, Reconmllutwn be;,mq not

uf lngh -rige apurtment llvmg, cry'to’ the.
company of the concerned believers for- -
evangelism and spiritual -purture on a

personal level. The greut vities, full of the
everlasting. needs of sin- stalned souls,

need; the everlasting gospel- that cleﬂnae‘? o

from all sin.

“The. great cities. wnll chnllenf..e the" L

gremeﬂt ‘display ‘of . comnntled steward-
ship the Church hus cver exhibited.

" CONCLUSION: What we pity and what the o
Church pities will determme out spititual
effectiveriess, We can. like Jonah, be”

angry over God's concern with the con-

' temporury We can continue to evan. -
“gelize “straw people’” and pity ourselves
“because no one responds, to our gospel.
~Or -we _can pity people | as they are, and - .
- trust God as He is, and-let the Haly Spir-. E

- it break through us as.we are. o
Qur dwn growth in. grace-.and: our

church’s gruwth in grace and multiplica:

='t|0n of converts depend on what we pity.
- Little Mary of Ph:lnddphm had great -
pity dnd Ged used-it to build a. great -

church. Many years agoa pnstor in Phild-

delphia got a burden for an underprivi-- - -
leged.area of the city. He started an. - -
afternoon Sunday. schoo} in the aren with .
the help of some concerned laymen. They .

rented an ahandened church building,

~From the first Sunday afterncon the little
. building was comfortably attended, and’
hortly it ‘became eudent that it wouid"

not hold all who came. Little Mun Lat-

‘tended from the first and becanie grﬂnﬂy:.'

concerned over. the boys and girls who

had to-be turned away. So ‘she set about
~on herown.to save pennies and nickels
earned from- errands she did. -She put -~

them.in a little’red change purse, often

remarking to her mother, “This is for o -
‘large . building so none will- have to be
" turneéd away from Sunday school.” -
Mary developed an illness that had ne -
cure, and soon died. The pastor of the .. . -
parent. chiurch was: called to Mary's o
home. In ' ministering ‘to- the bereaved
" family, he wag shown the- red purse thﬂIA' oo
contained 57 cents. Mary's mother told | - -
“him the little girl's concern. The mother
.gave:'the purse to thé pastor, with the
“hope it might bé useful in some way.
The next ‘%undny the pastor ‘togk the
" little purse to his pulpit, and in his mes-;
sage he told thestory. Pouring the 57-.

e




'

" cents out on the pulpit he said that & sure-
-ly -God could use. the coins as seed to -
* help provide.a larger building for the.
‘but that ‘God .
“would need helpers. That day ore man’

branch -Sunday school,

was moved; he tald-the pastor that he

’ dny school that he woild sell for 57 cents
The papers picked up the story and dona- .
tions hegan to tumble in. Today near the'
great Temiple University,” there is a -
chiirch that ean_seat qeveml hundred-u~

_because a little glrl became greatly con-

had eevera_l acres in the area of the Sun- .

cerned over the need for a larger huilding.
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The Personahties of F?ewval

ByC D Hansen

) EVIVAL 1S NOT OP’I‘IONAL' Rather 1t
is. relative, even’ obllgatory, on.
the'part of the. Church

“We have been- remmded Lhat our,

) ,“church was -born’in a revival atmo-
‘sphere; ‘and such being the case, ‘a- -
revival emphasis-and spirit-must pre-
vail or the church'will die. We cannot‘;_.
; survwe w:thout revwals : .

Perhaps no group is more cogni-.

~“zant of the exigenicy of revival than

' Wesleyans. However, uniess we'tnke
o personal introspection at what we are. .
-+ doing in scheduled-revival meetings, . ’

" we may find ourselveq in serlous
- trouble. : :

Recently. whlle readmg through

- ihe Encyclopedia . of - Réligion " and
- Ethics, 1 came across the followmg-
" statement concermng revwal

It doés not require much observotlon to 3
- .. bé assiired that the course of- religion, in
" either the individual or the community,
is mot uniform, but has .its .ups and ..
. downs, its seasons ‘of greater and lesser -

) 'mtenslty To what these varmtlons are

'Fnator le Churchohlu Nnr.arene boWell Ind.

) due may be it deep queeuon hut thm
" they occur is a fact lying on the surface, . .~
- . There are times of flood-tide in the soul, ..
which are accompanied with great. happi-’
ness, nnd leave a deep impression on. the
-_memory, and  there are seasons in the: - -
life of the church when there are-given’ = .
. from_an_high what the_ scriptute. ealls
‘showers of blessing.” The psychology of . -
“the human spirit may have its own reck. '
onlng 1o render for such-phenomens; but

in the last resort they. are to be traced to

the Spirit of God hlowmg Where it S

llsteth b

It was Charles G. aney who de- -
nothlng else
“'than a new begmnmg of ohedienceto .
God.” Joseph W. Kemp declared,
“Revival,
the: reanimating of that which is al- ;" ..
. ready:living but in'a state of declen- | -

scribed ‘revivey as <.

strictly ‘speaking, . meens‘

sion,” J.. Edwin . Orr has ' written,

"‘\The best deflmtlon of revival is the o
" -phrase,!.. ’
from the presence of the Lord."™ o

. times of refreshing .

Therefore _to'doubt the necesslty'.- L

1. James Hmulmgs ed,, Encydopedm of Religion - ) K
" and Ethies (Clarles’ bcnhnera honal 10:753.. Uscd e
by. permmsmn ) ) e

i The'P_re'acher's"Mag_azine, R

" of revival is foolish! Revival bécomes;-' '
“in effect, a pillar of stabilization for

- the pastor and people; both mdlwdu

ally and collectively, and it is on this:

... _basts that we nust continue to con-
- duct revival meetings.

As can readily be seen, the word

" revival’ has been defined and: rede-
- fined by ‘men of great repute; and
- while we must' apprise ourselves of

what revival is, as well ,as what,

‘ causes it, we connot ‘on the other

hand, afford to hecome so'concerned
with methodology that we lose sight .

‘of the far greater Fonl-—bmldmg the

Iﬂ . kingdom of God.

Perhaps one of the real bleeemgh of

- past eras ‘was either the mablllty to.
- ‘distinguish between the meaning of

the words rebival and epangelism or.

. else that" those early revivalists’ d1d

o vwels for many - years, 1t_seems_to_ R
. me that unless we begin to see anew"
not. only the importance of revivals,

“not separnte the two.

Much of what we do does not pro- -
duc_e revival. Admtttedly, we- need -
group prayer- segsions, pood advertls-

~.-ing, promotion hefore and-during the
“ revival,

anything else that will he]p_brrng_re-

“vival. Within - themselves ‘these will -
* -not bring revival. Neither will.calling .,
~-an evangelist or-announcing -a-date.

‘gpul-winning: clinics,” and-

‘On the othér hand, revivals cannot..

be measured by the number of seekers
. "who come ta an altar, although this"

: is important, We mustrecognize, tod,
.“that- many are helped - who never
*_came to'an altar.

" As’"a’ pastor ‘and observer of re--

" “buthow. we .conduct them, we can-

7. .deal the deatliblow to an 1mportont :
'function of the Church.. : -i» -

T beliéve that-there are four pel‘bOIl-

: almes that must be operative - in

o -order to hnve a succesaful rekul

L 'I‘he Holy Splrlt

The- first . prerequnelte for ‘a suc-

- cessl‘ul revwal is. the Holy Spmt He

S July. 1975

must have preemmence from the
planmng stage urtil the final amen. -
- Human personalities and methodol: -
- ogy will fail when substltuted for the- e

Holy: Spmt

This is not a.call for a trumped up"

>emotionalism, Rather it is a plea.for

some semblance of sanity in allowing
the" presence of the Holy Spirit to .

permeate every service of the revival.

When He is allowed to do.His office "
work, ‘we do_not have .disorder— .
rather we heve an established- order S

,II 'I‘he people , o )

People are important to the reviv-
.al; That statement may seem trite,- -
but if- we are not, careful, we will keep ,

"the people away by the way they are
~treated.

They do'not come t.o be harrassed ;
of browbeaten. but to be fed.and "
lifted. through the . Word of God. "
- There is a difference between deliver-. -

ing blbllcal truth and clubbmg peo--
‘ple.

'I‘hey ‘do not come . to lmten to

“trivia; Humor has its place but we
“are handling souls that face eternity.
“Therefore, we must-not only enter’
tain them but. llft their souls mto o
' heavenly places.- -~ . -
_ They do not come te be talked'. ’
down to or preached atc.
We should' remember that the lny--

man has usually worked hard at a

- secular job all day and will probably * -
“come to the service tired. Sometimes -

it is difficult to respond with enthusi-- .

dsm, so the workers and pestor must -
_.provide an atmosphere that will help - - ".

. them forget. the cares of the day and

the problems they. must face tomor- - -
-row. If they do not-experience a pe- <.

culiar uplifting by the: Holy Spirit, = -

they will leave the. service the same

way they came, In many cases, they_ .

_wnll not return the next m;.,ht

‘Therefore the service should ‘be o
" planned with the people’s needs in =
mm_d——b_oth physical and’ spiritual.

R R
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III The pastor L ’
- The pastor bears a great Ioed of
responsrbrhty duringthe revival. He
_is the key individual for the success
‘of most activities in his church, and.

~'. " for - gervices rendered,
* -~ have a fixed amount cleared withi the
" evangelist .prior to the meeting. It
- should be reiterated that if every
: cburch -would ‘give .according to its
.. means, every -evangelist -would. be
. well pmd thereby aliowmg the work- '

the people will usually feel the same
way the pastor does. about hoth tho'
revival and workers.

.-+ Considering this, we oft‘er the fol
. lowing suggestions for the pastor::

1. Keep the announcements brief -
"and relevant to the revival. Do not

labor on. unneces:aﬂry :tems durmg

- this important. time,

o .2. Do net sermonize. You have~
. called the evangelist to do the
* preaching—your parishioners can-

- hear you any -other time of thie-year.

*3."Boost the evangeliat both pub-

_ “‘hcn]ly and prlvately Entoura[,e your™
-~ workers in genuine praise.

4..If you have called a song evan;

ls anything they need.”
‘6. Be careful -about. pleadlng for

“money during the services, Take care -
‘of the finances by way. of plédges or -
: by board action prior to the meeting.
, Naturally an offermg should be taken
-in each sérviee, but’it should not
X wdevelop into a thrée- rmg circus, Itig
_embarraeemg to all to have the offer-
'ing “auctioried off.” Rather; make it
a8 worehlpful aa eny other part of the
- .Bervice, -

1. Adequate pay should be given
If possible,

12 i
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“er to accept calls as they come—to -
‘both large'and smal) _ehurches. While -
.most evangelists are not-in the field -
for a large salary, they should be -

paid in accordance witlr the puide-

- lines from the Department of Evan-

gelism.

Co B Make the prayer time relevant_ .
- to-revival. While we should always -
remember the sick or.those in great”
“ need, the pressing .need during this -
"-one. Week is revival, and undue time |
ehou)d not be given to lengthy prayer .
‘requests. Pastors should train their =
-people to -hand ‘in prayer requests -
. prior to sérvice time. . o
_ 9, Keep the’ .service moving. at a_j-
fast pace, ‘giving the evangelist ade-
. .quate time to preach and draw the
‘net. Length. of service: should bekept . -
between one: and one. end ane helf o
7 " hours.
--gehst refrain from using local sing- .
- ing talent Use them after the'
L meetmg
B, See to the well. hemg of the .
- workers and make sure ‘their needs
‘are adequately met. Allow them a -
free.phone call home; Most evange-
lists arereluctant to ask.for anything .
for themselves, so ask them if there -

10, In- su mmatlon

IV The evangellst

~.We recognize ‘the hl;,h and holy o
_'celhng af ‘the evangelist, 'and the - .
church cannot: afford to be w1thout o
~him. Therefore, what ‘follows is of-
. fered. as suggestions from a heart of
_love and concern. : S
© The saymg A person s own' worst S
.enemy is himself”’ is never more true - : Coia
than for the. evangelist, for if helis' -~ . '
‘not’ careful, his future Hs ah evange- . - °
ist can be deetroyed Those evange- -
_hsts who make excessive demandson-
churches or pastora—whetheér it be
_financial, housmg, or what- have-you-",
il not remain 'in’ the* ﬁeld over .
. the long haul. Pastors do talk with © -
- each other, and it doesnt take long
for the word to spread where there b
~-has been abuse. . ' -

Certmnly the life . of ah. evangehst' -

is mot’ the most. appealmg, but - when

Acrrcumstaneea ‘are, thrust ‘upon us.- <. | .
that - are not- altogether the most =~
‘Hgl'eeable we must grin and bear it:

.' Thcr Preechers Magazlne

make every . L
~part of the revival: eeting pertment ST
to: revwal and evang,ehsm '

",

* “ning “combination”

_-'mons, but why not allow the Holy. |
.- Spirit to anvint you with some fresh .
.~ material?” An evangelist cannot be -
- effective in the pulpit by -runming .-
.. - around all day. Good Bible study will
ehmmate a constant barmge o. nega-.-' '
- itive preachmg ' :
- 5. Take the lead in evangehem

When the seekere are at thé altar,

- Jufy,'iws'- ‘

Wrth thre m mmd we offer the :
-following: ‘

1. Hold the length of the sermon
down. Usually 30 minutes .is ade-
quate time to deliver the truth. Keep
the meesage pertinent to the text. .

- Keep it alive-'and fréesh. Make. the
“illistrations coincide with the glst of
‘the message and-use them ‘in ‘the -

madern vernacular. Update them.

. Stay away from 1p'erso'ms\l *‘corny’’or.
" “homespun”
" Word -of God, ‘and by all .means do
“"not 'play on peopie s.sympathy. with
" persona) problems! Sermons: shquld -
.- 'be* well rounded-—with - sériousness,
" humor;.and up-to-date illustrations.

. % If you are a song evangelist,
léad- the singing, sing the’ epecmls,
.BUT -do not preach “or sermonizé.
“Do not harrass- the people for not

- - -singing; rnther corhphment those*

" owhodas o o :

‘stories. Preach the

3. Do not browbeat the people 1f

-“the attendance s low.  Feed those,
.. who come w:th the very best you
CL have Lo '

"4, Stady. Itlsﬁnetohavea Wm-,
of revwal ser--

come down and pray with them,
- 6. When the congregation stands.

- 'to sing, the evangelist should stand.
" and sing with them. If ‘we wish for
o the congregatlon to partrcnpate in

-

: the former church ‘paid you. .

each phase of the service, the baetor

ple ‘
7. 8it on. the platform with a
smile. Do not talk. back and forth .
with the pastor. At the clese of the-

_service shake hands w1th the people

and- be l"nendly o
8. Don't complam abeut what'

9. 'When possiblé, encourage thel_'_
pastor—-—for he may he diqcoumged
10. Be carefu] about. the sale of

-extra ‘materials. ’I‘oo much-valuable .
‘time can be given to what lias been .
ealled .an “extension” of the evange-

list’s. ministry. Never should book: -

- racks or record stands be -manned at.

- the expense of an altar service. Both~
‘evangelist and song evangelist should = -
be at.the altar until the last seeker . -
‘has found the help he has come for, &

.Evangehsts should not go through a 7

_congregation selling ‘suit, insurance

policies, or other merchandise. If God -
has called you to he an evangelist, .

-do not stoop to’ be a travelmg sales-
© man, :

11. 150 not cancel a smaller church
in favor of a lerger one. Remember,

the .pastor you'cancel on will in all - '/

probability oné doy be the pastor of
a larger church A .
The. burden of revwal and the ae-*r -

the extent that many souls will be

,added to the ngdom tn each -re- 2
‘vwal ; ‘ Lo

P

B K HONEST FAILURL isa neeessary part of learmng.. Few worthy‘ '

: " efforts have ever ‘renched success without sonte failure along the
- way. It is the fear of failure, the shame attached to failing, the.
notion that you must htde it,. whwh is damngmg-—not the fallure. ‘

) .'1tself

o

—Vlctor D’Amlco
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ahd the workers must offer the exam-. .

companymg responerb:hty does not
rest on any single individual. Rather, -
‘it .maust be a’cooperative venture on .
:the part of all. Therefore, may a spir-
~it. of optimism and unity prevail to -
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The basrs for the exercise ot dwme power

lies in God's will and not ours; therefore . -/ x
-all of our petitions will be {runleas until. -~ oo T
* they pass from the area of our choosmg R

: mto the area of HIS W|sdom

oA

.\

' : Gon 15 NOT under the control of HIS

own power. He does not do.all -
that He is capable. of doing. He uses .-
" His power, but.He is not ruled by it.

. He is ‘guided. by His: wisdom. His -

use of His power is’ determmed byr
this wisdom- "\ .
These. statementq m'e ewdent to

- one who thinks. God- haq power {o

blot men ‘off the earth. He did this -
once and has not lost the pawer to do.

. so again. ‘He destroyed cities. and:

‘wicked men in the past, and He re-

’.1 taing that power. The use of - ‘His’

raised the dead He sulled the storm,’

_power is not determined by its’ pres- ..

"ence but by His infinite wisdom.

- He saved Daniel from the lions. He ™~

heuled the blind and the leper. He

.Because His power is the same, we
" feel . that He should uae lt inour.
behalf. . : L

It in normnl for man )n dlstreqs to
appeal to the power of Gocl for de— .

by .
= T W Willlngham

_Kamms Clly Mo. .. .

llverance Wlth a son in combat we ..

-pray,-“Ged, You have the power to -~

protect my boy from the deadly mis- . S

+ sile.” In'sickness we pray, “Lord, You

can hedl mychild. You have that + -
. _power to lreal and we aqk You to do
’ _so‘ '

the life of the son in war and raise. the

. In such cases. wé are aqkmg God to
“exercise His power according to-our -
desire. [t seéms to us that to spare

. child from'the deathbed is the proper ) o0
-thing to do, so we insist that God ex--_,. R
. ercige His power.to that end.

- Power ‘can only be exercrsed by one

sesses it. The will and wisdom of itg

- possessor, and not-the will and wis> - ,
“dom of the' petitioner, is the’ deter- .~
_mining factor ‘Thetefore the basis for"

the exercise of divine- power lies in

“God's will 'and not. aurs. ‘Al of our” -
) petltlon‘; will be fruitless untll they -~ = &
pass_ from the area of our choosing -
' mto the area of His wisdom. . T
- We should not condern ourselves -
“for- appealmf,r firgt. to the power of
~God, It seemsg s, sensible, We' have - -
_.-the need and He -has’ the power to
* meet that need. So we ask Him to -
exercise His power ar,cordmg to our.
‘seemg e -
-~ . We should. not condemn ourseIVes_
fur thus Mkmg and actmg It is ac-.

Tha Preacher s Magazlne .

-

GodIs Not Governed by His Power

“who has it,- and " the exercising l'%'-:l':
‘determined by the person_who pog-’ 5

- cording to our bestjudgrpent, Weare-
further justified in presenting to God -
_our hbest’ judgment, for the Master -
followed this same path. He was
S ‘and .
He too-made His first appeal to God 8.
~- power when in a crisis.
More’ than two: instances are on,
"+ record, but we shall use only two.-
o In Ge_thsemane He prayed, “Abba,
. Father, all things are possible unto
. thee; take away this cup from me: ..
. nevertheless not what I will, but what
" - thou wilt" (Mark 14:36). Here. He
" -appeals Tirst to the power of the Fa-.
.+ ther, but yields to'the will of the Fa-
" ther. However, God chose not to use
- His power and the cup was not, taken _
: 'uway

‘made like unto his brethren,”

Again it is sald of Hlm " when

2. he had offered up. prayers and sup-
..-plu.ntrons _with_ strong crying and -
. tears unto him that was able to save -
him' from death, and was heard in .
- that he feared” (Heb, 5:7)..
' _'agaln He appealed-to the Fnthers
. ‘power first:but put the F‘athers will
- - ahead of His.desire and “‘was heard”
:"but not. saved from death o
-~ This passing from our wrll-——bnsed .
~ . on what we think te be best—to His
- will, which is-best,
L pmnful procesa We feel so sure that
- our way is best that we are reludtant -
" to surrender. This struggle does not
~invalidate our ‘consecration. If we .
‘- " have-settled it to. go God’s way, we:
i wrll find . 1t—~although it may be
“with strong crying and’ tears. " That_

Here

was. true of- ‘the. Master.
This. obedlencb ‘to  the Futher

. which. was Christ’s avowed and un-
: " altered " purpose, . must " be. learned.
" *Though he were a Son, yet learned:.
- - he obedience by the’ thmgs which he' ’
_ suffered” (Heb. 5:8). - :
: We may come to Him in all hon- B
esty, knowing that He has power to
. 'grant our requests and believing that
- our asking is in His will,
S must remember that Hrs wuys are

but we

' July 1975

is oftentimes a -

abové ‘our ways as truly ag the h’éay§ R

ens are above the earth. Therefore,
in ‘the end we' must say, “Thy wil
be done.” ‘There* *is no other ‘way,

Life begms with surrender. It was -

true in Chrrst § case and must be m

Lours.

“We cannot clmg to His power as a

- basis: for the answer. His wisdom

controls its use and we cannot fath-

om His wisdom. Hence the necessity -
of surrendering our will and wisdom -~ .
and seeking to find Hrs that we may -

-be guided by it: _ .

“To’ persrst in“our petltlon - assum- -

" ing that it is best, is to place our will’
above His, and that ig sin—asin that " . -
" the Son. would not commit. If we do L
. "our prayers.will go unheeded.”.
" "Soumeone may say, Then why pray? .

We pray o as to enter into the mind

‘and thought of God- and unife our .

prayer with His will.. This is praying

'in the Haly Ghost*bemg united .
with" God in our asking.. This is_
nnthmg more nor less than’ a surren- Lo

der of our plan and will: to Him:

“Let us turn for a-moment from the

Scnptures -and .use our .common

sense. Do ‘we honestly believe that =~
our will and way are better than His? -

If we Teally believe that His way is
:best, why should we hesitate to re-
linquish our ‘will for His? Jesus did

this and taught us to do so'too. 1f -~ 7.
we refuse to say in truth “Not my
f_wrll but thine, be dorie,”
_vating ourselves above our Maker. It
‘matters not how. it may seem tous, -
. the mdrsputable fact is that God's - =
 way is the best, for us, as well as for ..

Him and His cause.

Jesus taught,

_ Surrender—absolute, complete T
eternal surrender of our selves, our”
*_wills, our loves, our heatts, our all-to

the Ma_lster—rs the only condition

T Y S

‘WEe are ele-

The driving. force -of our praymg -
.shoyld.be "‘Thy kingdom come. Thy
‘w1ll be done in earth, as- it is [done]
‘in. heaven’ Pperfectly Thrs is whnt

e

Sy

P,
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that will ntake heaven possible for us: 4. -FOR -°
This surrender must be made in - PASTOHS
‘the face of possible rejection by every. A '_' d LOCAL"
member of our family, every {riend, that make ' an H

. every church, and life itself. To will- - - CHURC

fully hold back. any part, of what we -a’ dzﬂe'rence 1 LEADERS

are or what we have is to be cut off .-

PLELINL

EARL C. WOLF Execullvc Dlrecto‘r

T ime e Gz

| “Letter lo an aspinn company—-

| out of bed and fizhe off | h(’admhm
" muscle spasms, and bad perves. I |

- Wednesday, Thursday; Friday, and .

e

. ‘dayq? .

~from Hlm God killed two at the altar
-+ of the Early Church who held back . -
.- only *part of the price,” but. Cldlmcd T

‘that they had paid it all. -

+In the light. of thss demand we
'muy ‘more  easily -understand the'
- 'Master's words,
".me.in that day, Lord, Lord .

“Many will say-to

then will I profess.unto them, l never.

--"knew you: depart from me” (Matt
7122-23):

- We-can “know when -our qurrender

..~ i$ complete. .'We -will have peace,
" rest, and a Presence—the presence of .
the Holy Spirit.”Cast your prayer in_
" - with the. intercession of Christ, and::

the Holy Spirit. They pray in thé
Father's will

Dcar bzr :
~ You manufacture a.-.p:rms .that
‘rpheue au[fermg, colds, and fevers.

"'-makee it poisible fur people to get

Vhaue noticed . th(".e tablets work'
wonders on Mondav, Tuesday,.

especially on Saturday. But. peup!e T
who take them.on Sunday seem

to get no rcltef 'Ih('y ‘cannol get rid, -
“of their aches and- pains and are not’

Isit posszble for you to examine '
. your tablet and puit in it an in-
gredient thutf wtll work “on_ Sun- -

‘ -'——Se[vct('d .

. And-

T - ,-and the Father hears .
Cthem. oo ¢ R

" The mixture used in your tablets |

“able to- attend . Sunddy uhuol or
: —"V'chui'ch o

Hostlllty Is a Door
to Servuce and Love

R Dcar Son: -
I don’t know: wh) it is that men shy
awny l'rum ho-,llhtv Nuw Ldon’t want -
_any, morc of it ‘than i R |
.. but it hay ulwn)t. represented an opvn PR
- - ddor to service and love. C
Johin mlswd 5crvu,e-‘ for’ two weeks
“and .1 heard that he. wus slewmg ithout.
something. [ cnlled_hlm up’ Saturday
“pvening und he wouldn’t even talk fo

me. We have: private. phones on the

farm and there was no reason wlly he - -

.shouldn’t talk. .

Mnndny 1 drom:cd ini, tuqk hlq hund

“in mine; and lul.d h\m ]m\\ we mtbsed R

- him. N A
' He tuud "‘Wel] I hmc some issucs -
I niust settle.’” T replied, “Do you care .~
. toshare thcm"" and wé sat-down fora.

; 'few minites to talk man to man, -
I eimnot’ tell “you whut the msuc‘i L
‘ were, but here ‘was a, ‘'man who was .
o unhappy in his job, usmg his I'nmnly as’ -
o ‘iuumlmg bom'd and ventlng lus un-
.,-hnppmct.s. on-his’ churt,h. ‘ . .
He was out to bervu.e yeqterday with -

a testimony for tl]e congrcgulmn and I

.glowed with the inncr t,uht.l‘m,hon re-
sulting. from lovc in the face of hbs-"-_ ‘
. ,I_',uhtv. L .

;- -Son, to’ take a lmckward qtep muy ‘
“be the ground: for tnkmg two- giant .
. strides forward. R{ ue.unlly works: lhut LT
: —way '

e Thé.Pl"eache_r.'s-'Mﬂga_zir'\é o

" have eoming,

Lovve ) '\;\ S
Y ST

S 1!% model for study in the life of St. Paul. His philosophy of mission;

A Phtlosophy
of M:ssron

i early.years of their ministry, which influences and‘some- -

" times determines later.courses of action; We have a beautiful -

. _form the bulwark of his phnlosophy of serwce

In verse 16 he says, | am not ashamed of the’ gospel be-;
cause.it is the: power of God. for the salvation of everyone who'

“is’ conviction and_declaration—a . fundamental ‘concept and
“assertion ‘of the adequacy of the gospel fot every level of hu,-
. man-society. One may observe this element in all of Paul’s

- preaching. it will be_ noted today |n the posutlve mln;stry of
s Christian certamues e L

In verse 14, Paul 5ays, “ am obl:gated both to Greeks and
i non- Greeks, both to t¥1e wise and the foolish” (NIV).. Th:s
i sense of obligation took Paul across: frontiers: and.into ‘new
“ “rerritories on long and hazardous journeys on l‘and and sea,-
" and finally to Ronie. At Rome he announced, “l am already
being poured out as a drink offermg, and, the time has come
‘for.my departure. | have fought the good fight, |- have finished -
. the race, I'have Kept the faith” (2 Tim. 4:6-7, NIVY. This sense .
| " of obligation has pushed the frontiers. of the Church to the

saonanes to become ”poured out"‘ for the gospel

i S
]

e oo

,‘;qreachets deve[op a phllosophy of mlssmn, usually in the

‘2 is set, forth in his Roman letter; chapter 1. Three _statements

believes: first for the Jéw, then for the Gentile” (NIV),* This .

- outer reaches of the earth and motivated: preachers and mis- - -

'.'Comp:ied by the Generai Stewardshlp Cornmlssson | DON WILDE, omce tditor

i 1
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o "',': . you who are at Rome” (NIV); This eager readiness rmay be ob-

SRS ST IR N

168

& 1
: i
e i
.
‘* In verse 15, Paul completes h|5 phliosophy wrth these b

words “That is why 1 am so epger to preach the gospel alsoto i

L “served throubhout his ministry. It follows naturalty the con- -
1" viction and' commiitment already expressed -

L. . The list of: preachers whose lives are characlerlzed by‘ i
Paul 5 phllosophy of mission is a 16ng one. Their actions are.
. - predictable because of this philosophy, and it is noteworthy -
. - to observe that they are remembered Iong after therr earthly- ..
-_-‘m:mstry has ceased . : -

. 'Quolallons lrom The New imermtronai Versron copyrlghl, 1973 hy New York
B|b1e Society Imernallonal are used by pr_rmlsslon ‘ . .

v oo - THE PARADOX
.-A WAY OF° LIFE . 'OF PRAYER.,
-X ByH. Robert Grossman : ByW T. Purkrser -
0\ 75¢: - L - ‘50c.
SRR : ' Sor more 30c each'
" Plus ic per “baok for postage : '

Present them in the prayer meenng hour for your o
Iav people to purchase .

‘ For addmonal lnformauon consult specml flyer in the July Mrmsters Book
- Club Mailing. : o

'Personal purchase only. . - Sl . . L
NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE ] Post thce Box 527 Kansas Clty, Mlssourl 64141

o

Ao

'-,__-“A ‘Primer “on Christian Giv-
. ing.” It treats the yalidity of the
}tlthe ‘This - book ‘is ‘for wide .
_distribution. Every member: and -
friend.‘of ‘the :church should"
. readit. It is not exhaustive in -,
" its:treatment but it gives ‘the.
_:basms and -is a -good..com-

v Lrvmg
‘*.:4 for $1 00 3 pkgs., $2 75

"irHE TITHE IS THE LORD'S -

A mlnr mmr book subtltled

paniori - plece for Grvmg and.-.r

ot

If you d:d not have a. CST'
past-spring, plan one for this:

5 of many

_ Sendyourorderto e
NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE . .
" Post Office Box 527 - . Lo L
Kansas Clty, Mo 64141 : - IR

) 16C .

* STEWARDSHIP

‘ study on Gwmg and Living this - 3

falf, The text has won the pralse ;




| LEE INCOME "

T oIDivof : ‘

. Life Income Gifts . g .
b & Bequesrs S s,
CL AL Miss L

L Uy ST O

+" - NAZARENE

| The trust for those
“who don’t think
they can afford one

You want to Ieave property, stocks or sawngs to '

. might need those assetsto meet an unforeseen
{ . expense. With Horizons Revocable Trusts, you -
- arrange your gift now to avoid probate costs. and
* delays. But you retain gontrol. If necessary, you can

Write for more mformatlon today

a4 PLANNED: B

GIVING

' Rev Crew

- Please sénd me, wnthout ob]igahon more mfor- |

' matlon on Honzons Revocable Tmsts
} \ R RUEEEE
Mr : o

Rev. Robert W Crew Address,
CHURCH OF, THE

'. ! support the Lord's work; But at.a future dateyou . - o

- * withdraw a portion (or even all) of your conmbutton u .

b PR()GHAMS- .

B Tl sttt T S RS,

- elly . : . s - . .:A’A .

6401 The Paseo™ - Cowte .- e Z|p L
KansasCuty Mo. .= . e T T T
641317 b T Tl
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Men Members 21 0%

o _'.__;f_Foggy'?_;

 PASTOR—

Today s
MEMBERSHIP'

o 320,04_1 NWMS Members =
' 72.4% of Church Members.

L Womeri‘hfferﬁbefs 46 0°I/o-i' .

i -]_unlo.r Members, 18.0% P

~clearly?

d:fference

INZ!
”YLV

UFVP

'j . |NRTSF-|
e Teen Members 15 0% P

¢

Tomorrow S
MEMBERSHIP?

. ,430 84? Tolal Church Members

100% Membership -

Women, 100% of Church
Membership :

- Men, 100% of Chu}éhg(

Membersh:p

O‘C_L__C TR. 'Teens 100% of Church

N b S Membershtp
e U . He !
- PNE SR }umors, 100% of Church
Rk S B Membership
 FHLCHBSCRH:
".:'rvurnucrrncAr"‘ '

Is Your M:ss:on VlSlon— k ’

R Blurred?

You are the KEYm o "

Cloudy? _1/_ Br:ght & Clear?_

Encourage ALL new members to Jom the NWMS

-Dr Paul W'Ga’mertsfelc'ler' o

IS

~General Counicil Membef”

Membershlp, Men in M:ssions L

a6k

. NAZARENE WORLD MISSIONARY SOCIETY . .
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"CRADLE ROLL-
SUNDA v—-.-:-:_ |
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RO {,w.

P Seekmg New Bables and AN
L _‘- L Thelr Parenls g ,j; T {

Yo . L . [ . T Tt i ST - . . . . . .

U AN OUTREACH MINISTRY WITH |
e A BUILT-IN TWO-VEAR FOI.I.OW-UP

Sy STEWARDSHII’

(Ilhﬁ{‘h_i.lf “u H‘ s ’ ._ ' - . - e
A : 'N"am; e : :
Loty Rer (T:n:,'

o ‘hit e
ST B ’ lhiln ‘
. t i”l' T R Dt SR £~'A. :'.”;;"h

'\r;u nha. - T i

- ',Youth rallles B
""Mlssmn emphases
Campus actlvmes
Club meetmgs o
Retreats IR

ron HELP, WRITE: .
o HGENERAI. STEWARDSHIP COMMISSION
D - 6401 THE PASEO -~ -
KANSAS cm MISSOURI 64131 o

LA e e e 2

For mformatlon. .

Rlchard Gamm:ll
'SMC D:rector o . o el . :
Department of World Mlssmns T e T e e e T
6401 The Paseo, K Kansas cny, Mo.64131 T e e e s
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A umque, 8. prmel fald: ot wfmh when complele tokes ihn ;hupe ota "' -
" 24 & 407 cpss. Each Sunday. o section i unfolded, ramnndmg memi’

_bent to. Reach Ouwl to lamily, riends, nmghbors schéol and work,
community,‘ond Chist. Four- (olor g 8 pnnei deugm appropriate” -

to waekly emphasis, X
U-4079p .. oo e

B Full calgr covers corraspond with the six- mdmduﬂl pictures on the

povlar. Motivational. mestages insidé tie in’ with' weekly autreach. To
be disiributed in the closses andjor mm?ed out’ |hq week bafote each

-emphosis. Four poges. 3 x 6",
Pockoges of .':D cach’ ui 4 d<HnlenI deugns lor SB 15

U-4075F

" tien,

S 5 T R

T R L

13200 a2

Encnumge ‘totaf mvoivemen! geﬂnq!u e:nlemunl at-the Sep'emher -

U-4080 .

\;ha"lc:r B A

f..'!lw)

infaresting " faces corceraing e hidvery, doctrine, and minntries. A
distinctive, full-color, 4 x_B' e puqe Ieu!lel duorvmg wlde dumbu

Padnga of iOQ ’or $l H1i]

u)\.e i ‘\':Hh«u,nlﬂ..t 1

‘One mots wur & tening the commumty I\now sume'hlng new und’: .

. dillerent js hoppéning ot your church. ficludes o ‘message of invitotion - -

Tt oand ipu“ ‘or locot mlormmlon Eyu cu!thlno, cobartul, d:e it 3'/4 x
LRk L

u- 407_apu_ "1 Packige ol 30 for $1. 50

AH cm’arfu!!y hthographed o AR
with theme desfyn on quahty srock

=12 kickoff banquel ond on ‘the very fint Sunday. Give evaryons a .
- thema- design mckur _Approximately 134" wide. Pressurg-tensitive. .
Packoge of 50 for SI 75,_

' Pretents the Church of the' Nmulene as urhur:h thot care. I!!dudél .,

T

. u.s078L

U-40780H

ETHLI T

u-Aa79p

A SIX- WEEK SUNDAY SCHOOl.
ENLARGEMENT CAMPAIGN

NOW! Rlan and Pra y NOW for anen thus:astm
September 28 !aunchl NOW!

. Handy, .wrri;;ellir;g reminder lor church. wids - rmiqu abientse and.
ngw contoct follow ups. Four-color theme. desipn oa [ronts shoce lor
mevage ond/or address on hiack. 3% % 5%

. U-4ﬂ74PC Package of 50 for $3.4%; 2 pa:knge\ ful $1 75
B N T A [RAZYRIOTIN
. Ra1ly oluund his pupulur thorm by Om 5\uIImu| f.vel’)’budy wu!l
I enjoy singingit! Printed o 3% '« BY" laaflet. .
’ U-40811s - ] . B quuqe of 25 for $1.00

b il

Useful in'a von'or'y of
for informing und chollenging eack mqmber A% x 11", .

U-4076L - . Package of su foe$1, so*‘
U- 4077! MATCHING MAllING ENVELOPE, # 10 tie .

! Fu(lmqe ol 50 fur Sl 50

ERIES SINRVIY Lefin
Creotes an ‘atmosphers, verves as o remmder cl thiy lmpormnl Sunduy .
~sxhool enlargament progrom. Quelity stock comes fiat (8!& x I'I")
rendy for. rmmeopmphmg
U-M)Bl .

Pu:lmqe of lOﬂ lor SJ DU

"Rieeh uul

Daubles os ‘aninsert in the regular’ church buffaiin or -promotional

* handbit. - Back side blank, ullawmq cﬁur:h to, r:lute theme 1o ity -
paricular needs. 5H « e
- 4032

P "

Something exhin ;. .. ’ | .
R T BT

St

Avaﬂabla frnm yaur .

NAIARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE
Pot Olhc- Ban 52? Kumo: Cnvy. Mmuun 64!41

U-4074rC

Futiuqu 0! 100 1ar S3.00 )

\#perwnul Icm-rl generol mmlmq. flyer—" "7
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CHURCH SCHOOLS

(Enrollment + V15|tation Attendance)

Don’t forget Cradle Roll and Home Department
: in your September enrollment drlve. '»

“BIG E” fotder avarlable on request—

- Write the Church Schools Department :
6401 The Paseo, Kansas Clty, Mo. 64131

T

s Mary®

C T T e 0, €D diredo" ~jiton
ol ‘H ; " “;m\\“’“'o"‘; ‘G h m \“ a\ d“&d? ' C R
SR “"Rz\ a:ar aill - v{ounB: - d\s\ﬁd d\recw :
T e Granatmy dROY L .
yd; @ X :

S - Goodi % ol

.'..

- make “anything posslble—-—even Caravan. Make

_this 'a good year. If you:don’t have a- Caravan,l‘-
| order_ the Starter Klt today It’s not too Iate!

= Caravans L
6401 The I’aseo i
l(ansas City, Mo:: 64131

VISIOI‘I, plannmg, preparation, and hard workt_j""
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 HOME MISSIONS'

. CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE - - S
*. 6401 The Paseo - R R o SR
“KansasCity. = " R o
- Missouri oo L _ o

) & 3 R R

'GENERAL CHURCH LOAN FUND

BT R}

‘, {4.m -

‘Savings invested in the ‘General Church Loan - Cd@had - Coprn T
“ Fund earn valuable interest for depositors while . . = L e UL
'~ they help build new churches. Money. working .. B kel T e e e e
-~ in home missionary outreach will increase each. '~ . o R - X
~ depositor’s awareness of home missions and the - . 1 S U A R T ST
vital part such -outreach plays in total chuich -~ . T Y deading

- rogigm

~ pon below will help yau.” -

You can help your people invest in outreach. The cou- . |
R TR - ,,-,,,-,.-,..,;..-;._.-.;;.g.,.;._..;.]‘-'-

.

Dfce wrnd e e Cernenad Chatreds o f

Arional ks

— W Christian Service Training
o " KansasCity, Mo. 64131

Address- L

et Traar s fr e

Pl
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© TAKETHIS .
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i - LEADER
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" ORDERNOW

. ‘Yes! I need “TYPS. "liwantit, -
At$13. 50 annual[y. il‘s a bargaln'

o 'ADDRESS_'_‘..;_ -
| S'I‘ATE RSN | SR

E = i Also send lhree -ring, 6 x9 loose- Ieaf
binder for TYPS o
" N-295 . s

: Im encloslng$ - :
in check or money order

‘Chnrge to' ink Personnl
- (other) Account
' NAZARENE PUBI.ISH]NG HOUSE

. BOX 527
: HANSAS cny, HISSDUHI 6414!

350
s

2} frustrations of a youth
“worker

I-ﬂ'ﬂﬁ.-q-.-------------------h—--d

; .ldeas and amcles desrgned

' Helps Whlch broaden local
-“youth mlmstry -

' Freld tested pro;ects that ,-
Céan work for you, toq :

[fun and games

.Sessron focused on Blble -
' study in God s famlly

=]

T e

I.:‘,
I ".

for persona] growlh

Practical solitions fo daily .

Freshlyy umtten ldeas for '

occas:onai rtems hke st

o latest youth music ¢ ©
¢ hew paperback books ‘
brochures on new frlms :
2 attractive display calendar -.
; lrvely youth posters o

T

e west |
soeeent

PR

: The Department of Evangelrsm is
" happy to recommend the Basic Bible
.- Studies. for New - Christians ‘available
- from the Nazarene. Publishing. House
(VE 80) 75¢; 6 or-more, 50c each. ,
.~ .Chic Shaver has. prepared these ma- -
terials especrally for . new - Christians.--
‘They are in the format of eight mdrvrdual
. lessons ' to. accommodate personal-. fol--
" low-up visits. The lessons are not dif-
ficult. They.simply lead the new behever
! to a scnpturally stable Chrlstran lrfe |

" EVANGELISM -
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~COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

- = kuf /M REPAIRING Yaw? sn I maua//r ou FGM’J IWGHT:; o
' ENJOY SEEING SOME VACA'no/v MOWESI 7‘00/( A7 m{ /?/WF/?A .

.msr JUMMm /" .

.‘lt s more than showmg mowesI For cur-,"
- rent information on the use of VIDEO- :
TAPE, FILMS, TV- RADIO SPOTS MULTI— :
' .MEDlA wnte

Nazarene Commumcatlons ;‘ L
‘6401 The Paseo- - . .
Kansas Clty, Mo 64131
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) made beds,' unpaid- bills, -
- overworked husbnnd'
- know:.I should speénd- more time -in

C time?"
- Since I uttered thl‘s plamuvc cry
- as a harried young housewife, | have

-.'Pmdmg time for comimunion. with

‘ '.qcmusness

_would be with me as I did-the dishes.
Thus reassured, 1 decided to pray

*as T worked. Before 1 began, however, -

o self-pxty engulfed me. As I wallowed
“in it, I remembered the admomuun
:“In: every thing give thanks

for dlrty dishes?”

: , % Suddenly. I realized that dlrty :
1 . - . dishes are a tangible: symbol of e

: ‘blessing—plentiful food.

. us and for gwn_lg me a hﬂrd worklng
g _;.husband e

P ) duly.1975

T[HIE P@E&@WEP& S

‘ Dlsn_Es,'_ DIAPERS, crying babies, u‘n-
Dear God l-

. prayer with You, hutq\wnh all these :
problems how can. l “ever, lmd the X

found thxs problem’ to be universal. .

- God is difficult but it is' not impos- .
sibfe.” Time can be found: As 1 was -
_— workmg in the kitchen that- day,”
. -~ thege words thundt,r_('d into. my con-.
“Lo," I am’ with you al--
“way, even. unto the end of the world.” .
" If this -were’ true,.'T reasoned, He-

- “But; God, how can I gwe thﬁllkb -

“Thank You, Father, for umn;, for'

A stew- mmmermg on . the a,tove'-'_
remmded me-of other bleqsmgs ts

D:shpan Devot:ons -

By Nlla Crawford

laerltaliiiﬁg 6d0rs of béef, r;nioné and -

tomatoes. made my mouth water.

- “Thank You, God, for all the good-

' tasting foods’ You have given us. And. - "
_thank You for lettmg them smeli C
good too.” o

“AsT heurd the bubhhng stew and'

:the splash -of water as .1 filled the .- .
dishpan, I became aware of .the gift =" -
‘of hearing. How beautiful it is’ to
" hear laughing children;. courtmg o

birds, babbling' brooks, -and. roaring

waterfalls. What a thnll 1t m to heur'

the words “I love you.” - . -
“Thank You, God, for thls mar- L

-velous. gift of hearmg

'The 'stew itself. was .a constantly .'

‘changing. composition of deep reds;:
green, .brown, C
‘Back at the sink I dlscovered arew
-the beauty outside my:own window, -
“and on my. drainboard the delicate,. -
“flowerlike ds,slgn m a golden carrot -

white, and yellow:

slice,

privilége of reading, .and the en_]oy

_ment of beauty surrounding. me.’

As 1 splashed fresh water over'

y ---detergent soap bubbles floated mer-
_rily into the air and childlike joy - )
crupted w1thm me as I chused them Lo

_.”_17

. “Oh, ‘thank You God forthlq won-- |

derful” gift. of s:ght Thank You for "
-the gift. of seeing- my children’s faces - .
and my husband’s smiles, for.the @ -
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Swrshmg my hands through the

. warm water and squeezing the fluffy -

‘white layer of suds, I appreciated the

" sense of touch which enables us to -

- feel the caress of a loved one; the.

sticky, lollipop-flavored kiss of a tod- -

- dler; the fever-on.a baby's brow; und-‘
8 thousand other things.

.while. domg my other: tasks.
- these experiences | have learned that
it is mdeed posmble to prny wrthout' .

"'l‘hank You too for drrty dlshes
Today they hove taken on a new

meaning for me.’

Dishpan devot\ons have become a

regular’ habit and so has praying
From

“Thank. You God for thls grft

' ceasm;,

u"

Happmess Is Not In-— .

man on, earth.” -

L PLEASURL’ The author of “Hours of- Idleness " Lord Byron who reveled m o
©'sinful pleasure almost all his days, wrote on his last birthday, “*My days are in

the yellow leaf; the’ ﬂowers and fru1ts of hfe are gone the worm, the canker, con
_ * the grief are min¢ a]one ‘ ' : - '

: 'IPOWER The . neme of: Napoleon the Great tru]y stands promlnent for o
", power. Musing, alonely prisorer on St.. Helena he summunzed thus: “Alex: .
_ ander, Caesar, _Charlemagne, and myself founded empires. But on what did. -

- we found'them? On force!-Jesus Christ alone founded Hrs on love and 1oday.

there are mllllons who ‘would dle for Hlm

- .POSITION One’ of the greatest wonders of men who rose to pomtmn was
‘Benjamin | Disraeli; yet he wrote, .“Youth is a mlstake manhdod 4 struggle -

old age a regret e

FAME: Sir Walter Scott probnbly attamed to .fame excelled hy none. 'I‘hough
“he spent his life in writing fiction, when he came to die he wanted fact and
said, “Bring me the. Book."” When his faithful servant uqked whlch book JET
s Scott sald "There is but one Book the Blble Yo .

L WHERE IS HAPPINESS" In Jesus Chrlst a]one' “Whoso trusteth ll"l. the R
' Lord happy is he” (Prov 16: 20) C

. TSt 7 Tha Prencher's Magazing ..

Ea—

WEALTH 'I‘he fzhnous Amerlcon mrlllonmré Jay Gould had an enormous' o
fortune: When he’ was dymg, he sald S suppt)se T am- the mOst m]serable-_ -

h (Gal

Cduly, 1978 L e

)

Portralts of l?aul

Paut a Servant

()ne stnnra of Charles Wesleys

great. ‘hymn-of ‘challenge is::

A charge to keep I have,
A God to glorify; -
A neuer-dymg soul to saue
s And fit it for the sky. .

To serve my present age. The ser--"
-vant -complex. The “others” philo-:
.sophy of life. This is what it-means to

be a dedlcated Chrlstmn

: Paul is the example supréme, of a. -
'_man who - deriied ‘himself, - churged'
himself, suberdxnated himself to this -
place of service to God and his fel-

lowmnn The idea, servant,; .the ac-

. tion," serving; the result; service—

these are. promment in the wrltlngs'_ :

~ of Paul. A terse summary is given in

2 Cor. 45, “For we preach not our-

- "selves, but .
. Jesus’ sdke,” Thls text shows Paul'in .

" “’the -backgroind, others_in the fore- ;
E ground ‘Jesus asthe reason. ‘
- -It'is significant to noté: thet Paut_:“
: 'was in the background. Paul the

“learned, the leader, the’gifted, be-

. comes Paul the servant. The servant
- 'idea_'is “phrased again and- again::

'-“Paul\, a seryant of Jesus Christ” =

. “If 1 yet pleased men,
1 should not be the servant of Chnst"

'“Peu} and. Timotheus, .

. your servants for

{Rom. 11)
1: 10)

B

'by' -
J.. Mellgn Thomas

: "Evnngehst -
Mt. Vernon, Ohio

'the servnnts of Jesus. Chnst” (P’hll

..~ I:1); “He that is called, heing free, is- -
» Christ's ‘gérvant” (1" Cor 7:29); the
‘ text “We preach riot ourselves but’

. ‘ourselves your servants.” .
'I‘he servant concept appears in the-
salutations of his letters. It is thé he-

. ginning, the- greeting, the way he’
_identifics himself. ‘This is'the way he
- léts folk know ‘whp he is, Not an am- D
bassador, not a king or president, nat -

‘the ‘descendent ‘of proud- heritage,

which he surély’ was. Not Paul of

Sanhedrin. fame; not.Paul; zealous

for right; but Paul servant of God.
As the signature music of a pro-

.gram is ever recurring in that pro- -
gram, so Jthe servant cpmplex -
- appears agam and agmn in ‘Paul.

As the srgnnture music tells what the _

program is; so ‘‘servant of the Lord” - '.

' tells who Paul is.

Paul. puts hlmselfum the baek—‘ i

'-ground and others in'the foreground g

“Ourselves.your servants.’ . :
-.'This is not a subservrent bondﬂge_‘_
to others. It is not a fear resultmg mn .

“a cringing attitude. There is-no sub-.’

ordination of personal dignity be-
cause. of some supposed superiority

of others. It is, rather, the realization . -

of the méaning of every. man. It rec-

~ognizes that man -is made in God's
‘liKeness and'is potentially God’s - - .
. .child. So we, like Paul, put ourselves -’
: .m a posmon to redeem the concealed, Dot

image, not by exalting people as

- lords, but by humblmg ourselves ss‘
" servants.

- To embrace such a- concept of llfe

‘ frs to make the menial task meaning-
- ful; it is to make the ‘burdensome -
- _task besruble It is also to enter mto :

. : 119:,
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" the very spirit of Jesus,
-in_the form of God, thought it.not

T vant‘to Christ.

THE

gmm@ POH[NJTT >

1 K

robbery to be’equal with God: but

" .made hlmself of no reputation, and.
. took upon him the form of a servar‘lt

and 'was made in the likeness of men”

(Phil, 26-7). . .
“ The fact of Jesus, the SLrvant 1{
the, expianatlon of Puul 1he servant.”
' Jesus is the reason. Jesus, who was.

God's equal; humbled himself 1o be-
come a Servant of mankind. Now

" Paul would follow the example and
'.hlmself be a servant. ‘
" 'Mind this, however:’ It ‘was o ger:-
‘ a gervant of
" We all serve someone, -
- 'Paul had decided tolet that Someone”

“be Christ.

““‘Paul,
Jesus Christ.’

It was for Jesus’ sake.

A Great ln wtatfon

g Isumh 1 18-19”is no new text: to the

eVnngellcal preacher. It breaks down very ‘
.- simply into three divisions:

1. The Person of the invitation, “Come o

' now, and let us reason together smth thc

" Lord” (v. 18).. :

2. The -problem of the mvitanon

“’I’hough your. sgins he ‘as-searlet, they
- ‘ghall be as wlnte as snow; though they be,
~red like crtmson, they shnll be ns wool" L

(v 18).

R 3 The promcse of the invitation. Im- L
" phed in the forgivenesd and the cleanqmg

from sing (v 18)-and in v. 19, “If you

" consent and obey, you will eat the best' o
" of the Jand" (NASB*). o

'me the Neiw American Stundard Bible, copy-

right ® The Lockman Foundﬂtmn ‘1960, 1962 1963, -
» 1908, 190'1 .

20

“who, being ,

‘man’s wife,  however,
*"_believe ‘in "him and was about- the y
_only one who did. She stoved by him
~until his innocence was established -
‘hut in’ doing so hroke" her health.
""She gave. herself for me,”

A bO now. I gwc mysclf for her

-

Hlm that we serve others,

~ A man explamed his extreme devo-"
Llon to- his 'invalid wife by-relating
‘the story out of which her inability

grew. A partner of his had stolen

from- their bisiness but’ made the =
theft appear to have been done by the-.

man telling the ‘story. The guiltless
_continued to-

he ‘smd

By C. NElL STRAIT

. Paxtor, faylwnmnue Chur(hofthe Nozatere, Rocine, Wiy, -

l‘he second pomt needs ‘some com- i
" ment. It mlght be read as “‘easy forgive-

ness”. by -gome, but’ the “if".of v 19

should not be overlooked.

“Also, as regard% the * ‘sing” of v. _18; lt
means “‘twice -dyed” or “double-dyed,”
pertmmng to -the ‘word scarlet. This

. would imply a * colorl'ust situation. It is- .
‘not presumptuous, then, to share ‘the .+

- fact thet only grace—the grace of God——,'
- through' Jesus' Christ -and His' atoning’

death,- and the cleansing of the Holy

Spirit, ‘can denl adequntely with'the sins -

ofllfc

The Blessmgs of
Obedience
There is a thrlllmg story in- Acts 9: 10-

_ 19—thc call-of God to Anﬂnms to- anomt

Thu Preachor Y Mugozino

Christ loved others and trusts us with-~ -~
‘'others. Jesus gave himself for others -

. and places confidence in us to herald
"that message to others. So it is for

Saul In 1t we bBL‘ the bleqmm,s of obedl-
-fence : -
" L. Obedience to God‘s call pul]owed‘
: Ananms to see Ged's plan. “Go.
-is ‘a.chogsen vessel unto me, to l)ear my -
~-name before the Gentiles, and kings, and
the children of Isrnel” (v, 15). Two beau--
17— Brother L
' Saul.” They qpenk volume‘i : ’ ‘
Anﬂmab like any of us,-had qucsmoned
‘the LOHV(.‘I'BK)H ‘of Saul, But when it was’
-2 iranslated from cold fact into the warmth.
! it ap- -

tiful words" cccur in v,

of a loving and obédien! "heart, -
peared dtffercntly»—u“Brother Soul "
"Then he'saw the plan-of God.

firsthand -the .change, the borsing soul,

the new birth, was truiy a mh oxpen- .

" ence for Ananias.

-3 Obedience -to God's ‘eal] allowed‘_'
_ Annnms to'sce God's provisions, Ananias.
knew. what Sadl had béen in the past.
But now to see what he was to hccome,'
' thmugh ‘Christ, was a convincing experi- -
- ence. ’l‘ruly |t wus sometlung to share.

Gospel Affects -
- All of Life -

‘The gospel makes. an impact on all of

Al‘hfe -the mmd-—"By faith Noah, bemg

N ~warned of God of things not seen as yet”;
. the emotions—*“moved with feur‘_‘. the

w:llm“prepared an nrk "

forhe -

: tive—in" the ;,rowmg prou:sq
_things” (v. 15). All of life-is touched -by

. communicate: .
~ preach out of the weakness of his urlder— -

~ long way_ with:

- ‘Growing in Christ -
I pass along Lheqe thoughu, from E.|Jh
4 14-16:- .

‘1. There is- growth—or progres.s-—m

" the Christian life. We_ are to "grow up -
‘into him"” (v 158)." :

2. There is. genumeness—or perspem
“In all

growth. Thus all of life should be’ touched

" and affected as a man grows in Christ.’
. 3. There are goals—or pnor:nee—*ns a

person grows in Christ.: We are to “grow.

© up into him in all things, which is the
2. Obedience to. God's call nllowed'.__-'
" Ananias to see God’s possibility. To see.

hond, Lw.n Chrlst" (v lo}

A Word About Preachmg

~Dr. Reuel H. Howe in his book. Port-
ners in Preachmg C[ergy and Laity in'

. Dialogiie, has this interesting comment

about the mlmster ‘who.truly. desires to
“[He] must learn to.

standing-of.the Gospel and of hfe ns well” -

. as-out of his strengths.”

I believe what he'is saying is that’ the

. preacher shou!dn t sound hke he knows
“it nll ; - Sl
Let me po‘ﬂ nlong a scrlpture nug-

" get” from a cesselle tape that crossed "
" my desk. It’s from Dr. Warren Wiersbe,”

- -BAID, produced by Ken Anderson Films.
... He'shares these thoughts from Hebr 11:7: |

- ‘Words from "
Corrie. ten Boom

How do pnstors 860 men" As opportumtms for explonntmn, -
’ for argumentation, or for evangelism? Do we see men en masseor, . -
" are we avware of individuals? Jesus saw. men who could be re-

July, 1975 <

| “.':",..‘decmed—poor, broken, bleedmg, blinded. - - R

o —-Carl B. C‘Iendenen

: 'I‘he llfe of Come ten Boom has been .-
Cah lnsmrntxon to our gencratmn Here's . -

- a-few words any preacher could run a - -

“God has no problems o

_ jonly pluns" (Deci.smn Nov , 1974, p. 13)

o

b
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THE LOST SHEEP (15 4)

SCHIWLRF Luke 15:1-7°

: IN'I‘RODUL'I‘IO\ The key verse of Luke is
©. 19:10~"For the 'Son of man is come to :
geek and-tq save that which was lost.” .
‘That ‘theme is the basis of the three. s

parables on lostness’ ‘that comprlse -this

" fifteenth chapter of Luke. The first is the
lost_sheep (vv. 3-7). The second is the.
lost coin {vv. B-10). The third is-the lost

“son (wv, 11 32)-—better lmown LER thu ;',-appnrently lured by greener- lookmg o

‘ prodigel son.

" ter. Some .

The last one- is :eally two parables in-
one: the lost son (vv.-11-24) and the lost -

brother {vv. 25.32). .So we shall trenl

. them here separately.

‘The- parable of the lost sheep is. re-

corded "also in° Matthew. (19:12-14}, ‘But ",
" - the parables of the lost coin and the lost
. -son are found only in. Luke

The occasion for “these’ parables i3

"¢ given in the first two. verses of the chap- -
{tax .collectors)

“.and “sinriers” (s0 called by the’ Pharisces .
‘because they were considered cerémoni-.
- ally’ unclean) were coming to Jesus to .

puhllcans

N '
P .

II Tk Suhrp FOUND (v. .)) :

" Wlien the shepherd dlscovered lus lost- -
sheep it was probably dark, or at least

‘getting dark. Tenderly he hl'ted the:sheep

" hear Hrs teachmg The l’hansees and the-
_ scribes were muttering, “This man’wel-

comes sinners and eats wuh them” (v. 2,

NIV*). It was to.-answer this crmmsm-'
. that Jewus told the%e pnrableq i,

I. Tllh bm-,sp Losr {v, 4)

Flocks of sheep are still- commonly AR
‘seen”in ‘the Middie Enst. Sorie contain. = -
. as few as'half a dozen or a dozen Aflock. "
of 100 -sheep, ‘lhough not uncommon, o

would be of good size.
One sheep strayed away. from’ the ﬂock

_grass. When the shepherd counted: his -
sheep at . the close of the day,, he found -
only 99, He left’ theqe in the cargf some-..
- one and set out.in search’of the one lost * -

-+ sheep. He hunted for it - unlll he ﬁnully

found it.

o

to his shoulders and enrned |t safely
home.

L 'l‘}u-, SHEPHEHD Ruolcm(‘. (v. 6} I
The shepherd’s henrt was glad when he R

. Vfound his ‘lost sheep.” So -happy. was he -
“that ‘when he reached home; he called )
together his friends and’ ne1ghbors’to re .

: : _]m(.e with him. "

‘By Ralph'Earle

g _ Professor of New Teslament
'anarena Theological .
Semunary. Kaneds  City, Mo

The meaning of the pnroble is. clear -
_ ‘_'I he: Pharisees criticized Jesus for a8s0-
« cinting with sinners -in. order to save °

them. But He wanted them to see that

- He ns- the Good Shepherd wasg_more:

‘hum Thc Nm !nta rnotmnol '-’ersmn cop),nght " L
£ 1973 by the New York Rible bocwty lnlermmonﬂl o
Used ln permmmn

The Preacher's Magazino'

L. 'THE SEARCH (v 8) N '
~ % Jesus told about a woman who had 1() ‘
~ “pieces of silver.”

concerned for cach individual lost shee’p_'-:
-than for the men who prided themsclves
-~ on their own righteousness and felt that

‘they did not neced to répent. He put it
this way: “l tell"you that in the same

way -there is more rejoicing in heaven
" over one sinner who:repents than over -

- ‘ninety-nine righteous persons who do not
-need to repent” (v. 7, NIV). Perhaps the
last - part -reflécts the attitude . of the
Phumee«: mthu llmn that of Jesus.

July I.)

THE LOST COIN (15 ).
SCRIP’!‘URF, Luke 15:8:10
. INTRGDUCTION: The, parnble of the lost

‘ qlleep pictures Jesus, as the Good Shep-

- herd seeking His. lost sheep until He
- finds it.. The parable of the lost coin de- .
.scribes the work of the Hely Spirit in -

. diligently. searchmg for-lost souls: Jesus
‘not only died on the Cross for the whole

ly Spirit is ‘His Agent at work in the -

world today, ferreting out-the sinner, ¢on-

Cvicting him, nnd brmgmg, h1m toa plnce
“of repentance - a

e

This is oné word in
Greek, drachmas. The drachma 'was a
Greék silver coin worth: about 20 cents,
“the same as the. Roman silver denarius

ment:oned frequently iri the Gospels. The :

_word" “drachma” - occurs ‘only here (vv.
"8-9) in the New Teatament )

The ‘'woman’s cdreful - search 1mpliet‘.
that the coih may have had special value

~to-het. It has been suggested that the 10 :
drachmas .may have been.a wedding .

- dowry, ‘which she-wore around her neck.
~-Perhaps the string broke. and one was.

“lost. In_consternation she lighted a can- .

_-dle, swept the house; and soug,ht dlh-
gently urnitil, qhe found it.

lI Tln. REJOICING (v. 9) - ;
"When she ﬁnally found “the lost coin,

_the woman -called in her “friends and her

neighbours” to rejoice with her, We found

the same thmg w1th the shepherd in the

July. 1975

previous 'p'o'roble-' ‘But there is one little

difference in the Greek that does not .

show up in English translations. In the
parable of the lost sheep the word for
“friends” is masculine, as would be ex-
pected. In the parable of the lost coin the '
“word for “friends” is feniinine. Naturally,
“the - woman cailed together her women
frlends and neighbors. . .

HIL Tm: APPLICA’I‘ION (v 10)

In similar languege to'that ut the end T
" of ‘the previous parable Jesus’ declared

that there is rejolcmg in the. presence of "
the: ﬂngels of God over one sinner: who
repents.. :

CONCLUSION‘ 'I‘he sheep was losl. out on .

- the_hills ‘somewhere, ind the. shepherd
had to:go -perhaps a considerable dis- .
tance to find it. But the coin wos lost,

' nght in the house.

This suggests two kinds of sinners who
need to be-saved.. One goes astray and

_‘needs-to- be found and brought back

home. But - ther¢. are these who' are lost

. ‘right in the church and even in“a. Chris- . -
fiuman race, but He iy interested in the-..

: salvation of each mdwndual And the Ho:

tian ‘home—just ‘as: aurely lost ng those

who are far out.in. gin. Are. you one of .

these who is Jost in the home?-
Only God could tell us how many- peo-

ple living in Christian homes and attend-

m;, church regularly. are nctually lost. It

.is a sobering thing to contemplate, -

July 20

THE LOST SON (15 24)
. BCRIPTURE! Luke 16:11-24

* INTRODUCTION: The pnrable of the prodn-
" gal son is one. of the besl. loved stories in
the Bible, because it'is so true' to life.

There have been prodigal sops in every .
_century and in every country, One can -

read a. papyrus letter written back home .
" to Egypt in the first century by a boy )
'who had run away from home'but found .
the distant.world cold and cruel;-There -
is' something about’ this ‘parable that_

. touches the heartstrings of people around -

~ the globe. It tells aboiit a young mah who - °
started out as a proud possessor, became': -
a prodigal, and then a pnuper, but ended - - |
as penltent end purdoned e
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) THE LOST SHEEP (15 4)
Scmwum‘v Lukc 15: l 7

IN’I‘RODUCTION The' key verse 0[' Luke is .

19:10—"Foi the Son of man.is-come- to‘
~ geek -and to‘save that which- was lost.”

+That_theme' is the bagis of lhe threc'
' 'parables on lostness that- compnse this
. fifteenth chapter-of Luke. The first is the -
"lost sheep (vv. 3-7). The second is-the”

lost coin (vv. 8-10),- The third is the lost

_prodigal son.
The last one is really two pamblcs in-

‘brothér (vv.” 25-32). So we - shnll trem
them here separately. -

- The parable of the- Imt shecp is " e-
" gorded also in Mntthew {19 12-14). But
son.are found only in Luke:

" ter, Some ‘pubhcnns" _(ta;t collectors)
“and “‘sinners” (so called by thie Pharisees

-4

" By Ralph Earle -
Prolassor of New Testament
Nnzarerig. Theological

' Somlnary Kansas Cny Mo

son (vv. 11- 32) better kncwn as the_'

one: the lost son (vv, 11-24) und the lost -~

" the parables of the lost coin and the-lost -

~ The occasion for thesé parables- s
given in thé firgt two vérses of the chap-

1

_ hear His teachmj,r The Phnnsees und the =

"scnbes were muttering,

_comes sinners nnd eats with them” (v, 2,.- ~

'NIV*). It was'to answer this cfiticism -
- that Jesus told these parables. '

1. The SHELP LOST {vd) .

‘Flocks of sheep are stlll communly' - ,. _ :
'seen in the Middle F‘ast Some contain ’
as fow as half a dozen or a dozen. A flock

of 100 sheep, though not uncqmmon
would" be of goad size. .
One sheep strayed’ away from the ﬂock

apparently-lured by greener- lookmg.'_‘ .
- grass. When the. shepherd counted his. =

" sheep at the close of the day, he found__
only 99.-He lef( these in-the eare of some- -

one and set out in aearch of the one lost

“sheep. He hunted for it until he ﬁnully"'”'
) l'ound :t

i1. 'l‘m‘ %aep FOUND (v. o}

. When the shepherd dlscoverod his loqt »
“sheep it was probably dark, of at least T
getting: dark. Tenderly he llfted thesheep ™
to 'his. qhoulders and cnrrled 1t sﬂfely,l.-,'?

. lmme . . :

"“because they.were considered ceremoni- .-
ally uncleéan} were coming tn.'-l_u:iua o

1. Tue SHH’IIFI!D Rmmcm( (v 6)

- Thé shepherd’s heart was glad when he
. found his lost sheep. Sa happy-was he
" that when he reached home, he called -
- together his fr:end% and neighbors to re-- )
joice with him; -~ :
©" -The .meaning nf the pnmble is cteﬂr

The Pharisees: criticized. Jesus for’ asso-
ciating with sinners ‘in -order to save.

. them. Bit-He winted them to see that .- - '
L ,He us “the - Good Shepherd _was_more

o 'I'rnm The Nﬂu lnh'matmnaf Verawn cop)nght ’
@ 1973 by the New \ork Blhle ‘:ocu:ly lntcmntmnnl '

Uscd hy permmmnn

7 The Presicher's Magazlrje o

*This man weél:.

i
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."'word . ''drachma”
8-9} in the New Testament. .
. ~The woman's careful search 1mphe‘; )
that the coin may have had special value
“to her: Tt has been suggested that the 10
drachmeas “may have been.-a’ ‘wedding -
-dowry, which she wore around her neck.
: .Perhups the string broke and-one was

- dle, swept the house, and - sought dlll-'

L concerned for each individual fost sheep

than for the men who prided themselves

“on- their own righteousness and felt that
they-did not need to repent' He put it |
© this way: “I tel} you that in the same .

_way. there. is more rejoicing in heaven
- ‘over one ginner who repents than over.

"ninety-nine righteous persons who do not
" »need to répent” (v, 7, NIV} Perhaps the
~ last part reflects -the "attitude of - the
~‘Pharisees rather than that of-Jesus. . =

.
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THE LOST CO!N (15 8)

a ~ Scwerers: Luke.15:8-10.-

"InTaobuctioN: The ‘parable of the lost
-sheep pictures Jesus as the Good Shep- ..
“ herd .seeking" His "Idst -sheep "until -He
. finds it, The pnruble of: the lost coin de-
" scribes the work of the Holy- Spirit in
- diligently searching. for lost souls. Jesus-
_‘not onlydied on the Cross for the whole
" human race, but He'is interested in the -

salvation of each individual, And the Ho-

“pigces 6f silver.” 'Thig'"is one word /in

" Greek, drachmas The- drachma was a -
Greek silver coin worth ahout 20 cents, .
- ‘the same. as the Roman silver denarius -
" mentioned frequently inthe Gospéls. The '
_occurs. only. here (v

lost. In consternation she hghted a can-

gcntiy untll she found 1t

L duly, 1975

IL. The REIOICING (V. 9) : ’
Wher she ﬁnnlly found the- lost com,'

the woman called in her“friends and her

neighbours’" to rejoice with her. We found.
the same: thmg with.the shepherd in the .

vprev‘lousrpar'able ‘But there is one lsttle
difference in. the Greek' that ‘does ‘not. .

show up in English translations. In the

parable of the lost sheep the word for -
_ is masculine, as would be ex- *
pected. In the parable of the lost coin the
word far “friends” i§ feminine.. Naturally,*
_the- woman called' together her. women

“friends"”

friends: and nelghbors

‘1. Tue Appuc.mon (v 10)

* In similar language to that. at- the cnd

of the previous parable Jesus declared’

that there-is rejoicing in the présence, of

the angels, of God. over on¢ ginner who
‘repents. - : :

LONCLQSiON "The sheep was. lost out on
_the hills somewhere, and the shepherd -
“had to go perhaps a conmderahle dis-
“tance to find ‘it But the com was !ost ;!

right in the house. ,
This suggests two kinds of sinners who

" ‘néed to be saved. One ‘goes astray and ' -
‘needs 'to be found . and . brought back
“home. .But. there are. ttose who are lost
" right sin the church and even in a Chns-

tian ‘home—just - as‘surely lost as-those’
' et A0 ; -who are far out in'sin. Are you-one of
ly Spirit is His ‘Agent at work in the. -
- world today, ferreting out the sinner, con-
“victing him, .and brmgmg h:m toa place
of repentance. : L

L Tue SEARCH (v. 8} i :
Jesus told ubout. a womnn who ‘hud 10 .

theqe who is-lost in the Home?

‘Only God could tell us how" many peo--
. ple living in-Christian homes and attend-
o mg chureh regularty are actually lost. It

is.a sohermg thlng to contemplute

July 20 e
“THE. LDST son (15 24)

o~

' SCRIPTURE: Luke 15:11-24 -

_'INTRODUCTION The‘pnmble of the prbdl--'
- 'gal son-is one of the hest-loved stories in
- the Bible, because. it is so true to life. - -
There have been pmdlgﬂl sons in every .
.century and in every country. One can
_reada papyrus letter written back home - .
to Egypt inthe first century by a boy ~ - -
- who had run away from home- but found

_ the distant world cold and cruel. There
" is’ something “about. this parable that = =~
touches the heartstrings of people around .
‘the globe. It tells about a young man who

started out as a proud possessor, hecame

" a prodigal, and then a pauper, but- ended .

as pemtent and pardoned i

LN



L 'I‘mz Posgesson (v. 12)

“The younger, of two sons said to hlS :
father, “Father, givé me my share of the -

estate” (NIV). So he divided his. prop-
erty between:them.” The older son, in
accordance with ‘the Mogaic law (Deut.

21:17}, got a doible portion. So.that left -

" only one-third of the family estate as the

looked to him very large.

"~ This young man was like many o youth'
“today: “I" want everythingright now!""

~ But young people who insist on-experi-

- encing-all of life.in their téens mortgnge
.. .their twenties and thirtiés.” When life
* " should be opening up for them with-all

its beauty and. blessifg, they find "that .
‘ they have grabhed it with greedy fingers:

. and crushed it like a rosebud. The frag-
rance and {reshness are all gone. All that -~
" isleft is drab and dreary. disappuintment,
. This-is the-fate- of thnusnndq of teen~.'—

" . agers today T

I THE i\nomcm Av. 13)

- Eager. to get away from pauntu] dls-
cipline; the.younger son took all his new-
found wealth and left home. Pr()bdbly he
said to himself, “I'm tired of havmg my
frither tell me what to do; I'm going to he
my own boss.” But.every person who does

. that soon finds that the meanest master.
*-he can have in the-world is his own selfmh ‘

‘self—a tyrannical slave driver! =

To make sure that he escaped enllrélv‘
from home influence, the young man .

went to “a far. country”—perhaps to

. Rome. There ke cnuld du a8, he p!ensed '

. —for o while.

) In that distant. Innd hc wasted his.
- substance with riotous iwmf, L Of course

- this-literally means that he “squandered

his wealth in wild living” (NIV), But one "

is tempted to make a gpiritual applica-
tion here: While he -was ‘wasting  his.

. money; on- wine women, and song,” he ©

"was ‘also wasting the inner substance oft
" his soul. The greatest tragedy in‘America
"+ is not the monéy -wasted on alcohol,™

“drugs, and immorality, but what these dn )

_to men’ 's bodles ﬂnd souls,

e

- I, Tua Paupvn (vv. 11 16)
The lad 'would: not have started om 80

gaily ds the proud possessor if he could

" - have.seen: hxmaelf at the eni of that road’

—a pnuper ina plgpen “When he luld
2 B e

w

E spent, _ﬂl.l-," ‘-therc was a severe famine in- .
the land. With no money and no.food,

the fellow ‘began to be desperate. He fi-

. nally hired himself out to a citizen of that
country; who sent him into his field to -
feed the pigs. For a Jewish boy this:was .
the lowest disgrace’ imaginable, for the -

) . Jews avoided. any contact with pigs_as

'_ -younger- boy's’ share. But it dnubt!eqq'.-

unclean anmmls The huy hud hlt bot

" tom!

. But not qu;te For we ¢ read: “He longed

Cto fill his stomach with the pods that the S

pigs were Butm[ but no.one gave “him
nnythm;, (v 1

lV ’l‘m. PEN]I‘!:NT (wv. l; l‘J)

l‘mn]ly tlle young man “came to him- -

* self.” This is.the literal Gréek and it is. - -
- p,rood English idiom, It means that he -.
-'. “came to his senses” (NIV). He had been -

" acting like a ‘ilupld fool. But he had to -~

- strike hottnm |n nrder to dlscover hlm- ’

self.

confesqmn +1 tave sinried ‘against heav-

en”-~that is, God—"and ‘before ‘thee." " .
He realized what eyery sinner must ac-
knowledge, that he had-first of all sinned -
against God and then t;eu)ndarlly agmmt' N
his: father. For uH qm is ‘a gin agamst
- divine love, Sl
-~ He would. also te]l his faf.her that he.
‘was-na longer fit to be called his son but -~ "
" would ask -only ta be'n hired servant {v. .
'19).“Repentance means. humility, with-
contrmun and confee;f;lon S ‘

. V Tm P.mnoum (vv 20-"4)
" Good resolutions are. iot-enough; they

must be put into action: And so the

" young man got up and went to his father:
While he was still some distance away,
his. father . fecognized him. Ragged and

-2 emaciated though the son was, his father.

had compassion on-him. He ran, fell on

f,hts neck, and leSEd him {v. 20). . o
The boy started to make his speech of

: confessmn and pemtence (v. 21). But'he : ..
. mever got a chﬂnce to suggest bemg taken "

; The Preacher s Magazma

5, NIV}, When'a mari gets
“down so low, thnt he envies the hogs he.
is pretty Jow! But this is. whete sin and -
'«,elf" ishness had led this-fellow who started -
- put in. such hlgh Impcs T

~ He- be;,un to lhmk of how even the

“hired: servants back home had plenty to
"ea.t and here he was starving. So he o
miade a neéw resolve: “I will-arise and go = |
. to my father” (v: 18y, He would make his'-

o et S i

it e e St
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e 'bcmi'rum: Luke 15: 25 32

" INTRODUCTION: We nuted Lhnt thc parable s
“of the lost sheep plctures a sinner lost
. putside the fold, whereas the parable-of -
-..-the lost " coin .suggests a sinner lost in-
side the house, We have the same paral-
lels in. these last two parables The
prodlgal was lost in.a far country; but.
- -the older brother was )uat as much lost, :

back merely as & lured servnnl For his

__father interrupted him with an order 0

- his servants: “Bring forth the best. robe”

" to cover his rags, “and put a ring on his.-
“hand" to show that he was again a full-

fledged member of the family, '"and shoes
on his feet,” perhaps to go to work ngmn

' and keep cut of mischief! - -
" There is a beautiful touch here. - I‘Iw

ring was the family gignet ring. Putting’

. this on the returned prodigal’s- finger
" meant that he could now transact official -

business in his father’s name. The father
had not just half forgiven his son, as
David did Absalom. Instead he gave him
unconditioral- forgweness, ‘handmg him

the. family charge .card! This- is dwme'
forgiveness, the kind we are to give,
- In nddition the father ordered the fat- .
" tened (stall-fed) calf to be killed, and a

big banquct to be prcpnred ‘Why?- "Fur .
this my son was dead, and is alive siain; .
.~ he was lost; and is found (v. 24). “So

o .thf;y hegun to’ celcbrate" (NIV}Y

L CoNCLUSION: As the parnble of lhe !nst
- sheep “describes Christ the Good Shep-
-7 herd scekmg, the Jost, and the parabie of -
" "fhe lost coin:the Holy Spirit searching for
- souls, so'the parable of the lost son shows
- the Father waitirg for His wayward ‘child
BT ‘return. So all the Trinity -is involved .
in our salvation. And the Heuvenly Fa-
_ ther is still waiting for every lost t'.qn to
: cmnc h()me tn Him. .

}

THE LOST BROTHER (15 31)

nght at home

1. ’I‘us Bncmum INmuMFD (vv 2.) 97y .
When the prodigal son returned, - his -

‘older-brbother was out in the field, appar-,

“ently working, As he nieared the house, :

Coduiyre7s e

- -for you .

“he henrd music and dnncmg, Surpnsed

he asked a servant what was going on..

"The_servant told him. that his younger
brother had returned home and that™
their father had prepared a specml feast
heciuse he had. received the boy back
“safe and sound” (v 27 NIV).

I :THE BROTIIER ANGEEFD (vv. 28- '}0)
The older brother- reacted with sullen

: an;,er, rcfusmg to join the festivities or -

even go into the house. So his fdther -
went out and plcaded w:th him to come s
in.

'I‘hen thls older son, renlly exploded

) Glowermg., angrily at his father, he said:

“Look! All these years I've been slaving
. Yel you never gave me even
a young goat g0 1 could celebrate with my

friends. But when this-son of yours whu

‘hag squandered your yroperty with pros- .
titutes comes home, you kill the fﬂttened .

-caH' for him!" (vv. 29-30, NIVY. -

.Two. things show -up in this hrnther 8
worda -The first' was his pathetic con-

cept of {ilial. devotion: “All these. years:
.T've been sla.vmg for you.” Jesus clearly’

‘intended. to_portray him as typifying the
Phariscés; wnth their légalistic conception |
“of _religion, Setving God meant slavishly

. obeying all the minute rules and regula- =

‘tions of the law. It was all a matter of .
duty. wtthout any love or joy in it. Too

" many people still think that thls is thL
< kind-of service that pleases God" :

The second thing that- we see here in

" . the-older son-is ‘his contemptuous atti-
.+ tude.toward his brother. He did not refer
" to him as*‘my brother.”” Ch, no! Hesnid, -
. .“This son of yours.” This was hateful
. conLempt which :is:one of the cardinal
"I 'sins in God’s sight. This worthless

-wreteh, he told. his father, *‘has squan
‘dered your property with- prostltutes ..
“This-may or may.not have been true. But °
at least the father had given the property
‘tg-his two sons. What had the older son
‘done with his? Probably the hard-hearted -

- miser hadn't spent a penny of it. In_his-.
own way; he was just as. miserable as his . -

_ prodigal brother. Sl,mgy people are never,
happy!. ~ °

I TuE Bn(mmn Rzpnovzn {vv. 31- 32) -

The father said, “Sen, thou art ever -

with- me, and all that I have is thine.”
In othor words, _“You oould have had a"__
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big pnrty w1th your frlends -any. tlme_',.'
. that .you asked. for it.”! But the peor,
miserly soul did not know how to enjoy
" life. Some rellglous people today seem to
think that joy'and-happiness are proof -

that one is not very_ pious!"

Notice that the father gently but: firm-
‘ly answered the sneering reference to. ,
(v. 30) by saying - -
“this brother. of yours” (v. 32). He was :

“this son of- yours”

reminding the older son that he had a

' responmlnllty to. his. own brother, even
- in spite of the way he had acted. And
-~ we need to face up-to our reqpunsllnhty

in this’ mutter There is'a sense in which

-"every man is our brother. We must show .-
compassion, not contempt,
<omen, . T N f o

toward - all

ST I T ~~ - chosen than great riches” (Prov 22:1)..
" . INTROBUCTION: Solomon suggests in thls
‘. passage that there are seven thmgs that
* hurt the “good name.!” The good nameis -
o the name’ uf Christ at which one- day

A‘ Burial Ser\'ricé‘
. By Lymnn Sallsbury '

'I‘hc fnllowmg bufial service is adnpted '
-and used for special Christian friends and.
The part of the usuai burial -
. 'mervice that dlwuys seems so- final is:
*“Earth to earth,.ashes to ashes, dust to

.dust.” In this service the minister holds"

_ " three flowérs in his hand. Scripture from

.. Jdohn 14i1.6, (or other scripture) is re-
- peated. The service continues as follows:: " .-
© . “We have gathered here today-to pay
our ‘st respects to; one whom God in -
‘His.wise providence has taken from us, <
We dare not think of it as misfortune for.. ~ -

members, T

the one who has gone. He [she]. has en-

. ‘tered into life, to be’ fore\_re_r with the

o Lord.. We are not bidding. him flier|
p,ood bye, for we- hope tn see. h:m Ihcrl B
‘. agamin. -

*Yet want to remind- you that it is

with a personal sénse.of sorrow and logs,
_that I'am here, for ‘the one who has
‘passéd away was my friend. So'T- have:
“brought with me these flowers to lay over,

his [her]-silent :form~-one for faith, one

. “for hope, "one for love. One for falth—-—‘ .
. faith that God's promises are true, and :
* that thmugh the blood of His deur Son - .
. there is no death for any who die trustm;, .

in-Him. One for’ Ilope—hope that. some

o 'Mt Vemon Wnsh

I

day we shall be reunited with our loved -

~ones in“the blessed by-and-by. And one -

for love—love that even death cannat

“gever but is*still-ours - and will 'be curs

when we shall meet around God's throne,
where we shall know as we.are known.”
Then _follows prayer and benedlctmn

 What Hurts the Good Name? -

Texr: “A _good: name ia rather to be

“every knee-should bow.” What hurts

.thc good name? - ..

v I REsPECT OF. PLII.SONE: (v 2).
“Good prospects and puor ones tmme
tlmes determined hy:
Al Monetary worth
B Social gtatus
‘C E [hmc l)mkgruund

-5 Pmme: (v 4) ) =
" May takevarious forms:
Al Pridé of possessions |
*.B. Pride of position
G Prldc of standards

‘ i Dlsom-,mm'r CHILDREN (v. 6)
A, Children are a reproach or i :'

blessing.

- B: Behavior in chuirch. reffects | par- .

_ents’ attitude tnwnrd gospel

- Sometimes expressed in:
~A. Actions -

B. Almudes

V. 'bT:NGlNF_s:, {v; ‘J)

" .-Three, .ways to give:
A Grudgmgly

. 'B. Glibly s
"C Gratefully R
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VI Sconu {v. 10) :
.-Scorners are people who have qu:t
A. Rcadmg the, B:ble ' :
. B. Praying
C. Witnessing

VI Lazness (v. 13)

- A. Poor teaching

B, Activities and services of thé‘

chun,h
: o MICHM-ZL Sam.ms. _.

* His Holiness Is Sick

7 -'TEX’I‘ “1 ‘wish.abave all things- thut thou
"mayest prospier and be in health, even as-

thy soul prospereth" 3 John 2).

- IntionUCTION: Years ago . world newspa-
- pers. carried a. headlint that read “His

"Holiness Is Sick."” They. referred, of .
" course, to the pope. A.few weeks Inter -
. he suctumbed to the sickness. . -

" Those words still intriglie me. They

o suggest to me a long parade of folk whose .

“holiness. is sick.” What -are the symp

- “toms of spmtual snckness" When is one 8
" holiress sick?. ‘ : )

l Wum ’I‘mmE Is A Low 'I‘mpmwrunh

A Low .temperature is- the worst™ . .~

“thing that"can hnppen to a’

‘church. Thousands are turning-
- glsewhere. for- a* warmer .atmo-
sphere. Jesus wnrned abnut

“ukewarmness.”

" B. Reason for low temperuture ‘Not
" .thé “world "or the devil or the -
preacher—we. are as spmtunl as

we- want to be

s II WIIEN 'I‘m-:ma Is A FAILING API‘E’I‘ITE L :
o ';‘III. Tue RI-‘TRIBUI‘I()N TIIA'I‘ Sin BmNGs

'A Indifférence - to menls worneq the
" doctor,

Indifferenéein spmtuul mcnu E

" worries the pastor..
“B. Emmme yourself for: Appeute
*for Word of Gud for. servu:es of
the church.

™

. BREATHING .
-'A. Physically thls placeq life in Jeop
ardy..
.. " B.To breathe: spxntually is to pray.
. C.'When churches cease to.
“breathe," they are sxck :

IV WIIE‘N 'I‘HERE Is A GENFIML LF.'I‘HMtG
.A. If you drag in and out of hed, to
work, home ngmn, :t is llkely yuu
are sick. :
B. Dragging uround as a- Chnstlan :
mdlcatcs spiritual stckness - !

CONCI.USION How can one recnver"
. Admit you nre“uck
. Seek good. food..
. Breathe freely.
.. Get plenty of exercise.
.-Keep in constant touch wath the ;
. Great Physicign.

: - MICIIAFI Sn LAR‘a

SR e

Sormon Starrers v :
.. Walking with God -

TexT: Gen, 5:24 )
L..A JovruL Watk (Ps: 16: 11)
5 A Hory Wark (Heb. 12:14)
. 1 "A Daiy WALK . (Luke 1:76)
IV A Rrw.mmNG WALK (Gen "'24)

Sallmg.Your Birlhrlght

_'S'CIIU'I‘URI-‘ Gen, 2529 34 o

1. THE ABPETITE That CONTROLLED (vv
30, 32)

Av.’31)

M., Tue RESULTS Op &’ Foom BAR(‘-MN s

“(v. 34) -

WOrahlpplng the Goldan Cali
SCHIPTURE: Exud 32:1- 35 ' :
1. Tue Siyns or Gob' 3 ProrLe (vv 1- 6)

1L Tus lN’I‘l-‘IlCI-.bthN oF’ Gon S MAN (vv
“-14) . N

(vv 19- 29, 35)

- The Liﬂed Savlour -
'Scmvruun ‘Num. 21:4 9 ;
I THe BITE OF THE SERI’ENTS WAS FATAL? -
v.6) -

II _THERE WaS No. HUMAN REMEDY FOR'_‘
- THE SERPENTS' Brre (v. 9).

. III Gon's REmeny BrouGHT Du.wanmca_ )

(v.9)

", ConoLusion: The dymg th:ef who smd o

Lord remember me.” :
: ‘ Ronmrr L. Cmsou ;

- A

1. Tue: DECFIT-TIIA’I‘ WAS Pmcrlcau
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B ideas that work— e

. Se'rmon 'Starfe:r-'é

The Pentecostal Splrlt ‘
1. Outpourmg of thd*Spirit—Acts 2:1- 4
Ii." Spreading of the Sp;rlt—Acta 2:5-18,
I1L. -Adding of ‘the Spirit—Acts 2; 41-47
IV. Gifts of the Spirit-~1 Cor. 12:7-13

V. Umty of. the Spirit—1 Ceor. 13:1- li

A Den, G, KFEFER

~ Serman Topics -
'i‘or the Love Chapter
1 Cormthiuns 13y

Men Hmn WaaT You Am,' (v: 1)

I Berigve v Love (v. 2)

Goon ok Gobry? (v. 3 -

“THE HippeN. MAN OF THE Hamr {v. !)

JThe Grear Mank or Hon: lNI'be w

. SFLF~DFNIAL (x. 5}
Tue.-WioLe TruTh (v. G)
"ALL or NoTHING? (v. 7). .

- I'WanT To.Be SUCCESSPUL‘ (v 8)1

Trincs We Do Nor Know {v. 9)

Tue Grear Triumenant Hour (v; ]0)

Love— Man's Besr Enaski (v. 13} -

FACE-TO FACE writl . CHRIST, My Swmun
(v, 12) ..

C NOT Wiio Ybu Am— BU'I‘ Wm:r You Am:

(v 13)
J WAL'rr-:u HALI Jn. :

LR S S

Then Send a Letter K

Moat of us . enjoy gettmg mail® ud---

*’dressed to' us. ‘With. today’s stepped-up
.+ _-pace, it is becoming mcreasmgly difficult -
- for a busy pastor to catch busy people at

home. Many times when. a visit is- im-

" .possible or inappropriate, .a personal !et- .
- ter from the pastor hasa lastmg effect..

Here are some tdeas in usmg the mull

to our advantsge: .

1. TOALL VISITORS Underscore thut
' word all. Even though the visitor may live .

just down the street, or be a member of -

. .-another church, ‘he is a promect Boys
and girls’ especmlly like to receive mail

in their names. Many parents have told

" “me that their children placed my lettér in
thelr scmpbooks Usually it s best to -

Jam.s_.
.- Chap. 1
" Chap, 2°

- Chap. 4. .
5 Ch'ristians and Real Richnesa E

‘ Chap 1
- Chap. 3°
T Chap. 4

. Chap. 3

~'Ideas for Sermon Series
‘Gavatians: Tue Book oF ReliGloN
Chap. I' The Religion.of Change ™

" Chap. 2 Tle Religion of Liberty -

Chap. 3 -The Religion of Faith
Chap. 4 -'The Religion of Heirs
Chap. 5. The Religion of Love - |
* Chap. 6 The Rellglon of Support

.Christians and ’Iemptatmm
Chap. 3 Christians and Wisdom ~
| Christians and Aims |

Chap. 5

: _'i" PEvER: T’ Boox T0 Kwow ‘How -

.To L -

How to Liven H()Iy Llfe
"How to Build’ Rtlatmnahlpq
How to Be Spirituaily ", -/
Beautiful - Lo
How to Be Ready o
How to Be'a Wmner CL

- Chap. 2’

Ch_ap. 5

' 2_1?'|-i'rl~:n: Tur Boox oF KNOWLFDGF _ '

_Chnstmns nnd True
... Knaowledge el
Ch’ap._ 2" Christians and Falbe RN

Clmp; i

" 'Knowledge SEE
-Christians and Certmn
Knowledge .

- Dent. G. KEEFEH '

) ,hnve a furm letter, - but it should be o
- typed’as though it were' personal i

2. TO THE ABSENTEE. It is impmc-' B

; tlcnl to send- a- letter- to cuch abqentee,- St

every week. But it means a lot toreceive ..

-8 ‘note.from one's pastor expressmg ‘that® .

- you have been misse

=3, TO EXPRESS APPRECIA'I‘ION For ,
“a special job performed in the churchor -
" the community, or even ‘p gift for a -
spemal praject,- 1 often- send & .note of .
thanks. For folks -who open their homeés -
o young people, or remember their pas--
tor in a special wuy, is creates.n warm. -

feélmg to know it was npprecm!ed
" 4. 8YMPATHY. "We  gend

The Pre;aclher"s ‘Mnguzinler o

Book FoR Cmusﬂm mec e

Christiang and Wrong Motlvcé -

fetters of
-Bympnthy to the famllles af the deceased
inour town. Ini large citics this might not -~
_be’ pmcucnl but the area in which the
church is quzated might be served. More |
Tesponse. is. received from this gesture -

NS XN TR S |

e A Syt bt s g i

P,

ENNER IV SO

e et B b AR o

thun any other ’[‘o the wxdow or mdowcr '
we. usually send ‘a cnpy -of Now That

Bereavement Has Comie. -

5. CONGRATULATIONS. Each’ week:
our-local paper carries the names and ad-

 dresses of familiés Having' blrlhs Instéad” -
*" of writing the parents, we write to the . .

‘baby. This letter nearly nlways finds its
‘way into the “baby book,” and is resd
uround the family clrcles

church. .
There are various matenals with wh:bh,
‘we - stuff the’ envelopes Always. we in-
¢lude a copy of the tract introducing our
church 8 well a8 a reqponbe card whlch
‘reads; - - .-
-1 WOULD WELCOME

. More mlormation about’ your church

. A‘callfrom the pastor

.. Literature about your denc;m&nauon

Speclal prayer

1

A rubber- stnmp wnth this type of m,~'-_ _
formntmn would save & great deal on -

printing costs. Also the postage is. paid
by our church lf they return the card.

The response has not’ been dramatic, .
" but grndunlly we_are butldmg a reputn- e

s tmn of ! the people who care.

MICHAEI SfiLLARS R

"FIRST NAZAHENE CLASSIF!ED"'

‘ If we are happy people, we are.people
o dumg something for others. In the' com. . -

“ing.weeks, this spot of the’ Messenger will

- be @ “First Nazarene Classified,” There e
Loare countless ways of 'service to God and’
" His Church—many that most-people gre.

" not awareof. Watch this column to find a
" way you can uqc ybur apecml talent for
* Him,

" ity. A smiall. pulplt and altar are needed

" for-our children’s worship service. May-
- be you would like to make this a family

- project. We'll furnish the material. Call
the pastor, for farther information, (There
"are other minor building repair and im-
*+ provement service opportunities. g
—M:dweek M essenger Santa Ann. Calif.

C iy, 1975

6. TO NEWCOMERS. From the utlllty B
, cnmpnmm you can usually obtain a list -
of the newcomers to your town. To these -
folk we simply write a welcome and ex-
“m " tend-an invitation for them’ to visit our:

A

_BULLETIN I BARREL

“D. L. Moody

Edwurd Kimball hesitated. Was todny .
'the right day to go into the shoc store
" and talk to his Sunday school pupil about

Christ? He overcame his fear and entered © .

‘the store where 'the teen: aged sulesmnn S

was ‘wrapping up shoes, - -~ .
“Dwight,.I'want to- lell you how much

*"Jesus Christ Ioved you,’ "'said his Sunday- '

achool teacher. . ; . Later, when Kimball -~ -~
asked Diwight it he would like to surren- -
der to Christ, he tearfully replied, “Yes.” -

- Simply but sincerely, D. L.: ‘Moody. me_l

Chnst on’ that duy, Apnl 21, 1855,

A PRAYER EE R
(]napn’ed by a- Sunday sermon) ' .
';God "help me té close'my- ears' to thp

.- gounds around me,
) And let me hear You spmk

God, help me to close my eyes to the
* Actions of others,” X ]
~Andsee what ucts You haue far me.

God help me to close mynmmd to the
_ - thoughts of the world, :
‘And be open’ to Your thoughtc
-God, help me when I'come to worsh:p
‘to-leave myse!f out, o
That I may worship. Tkee Jully.

e —-}\DRIAN CARL&:ON

WHAT'S IN A NEME?'-

".R.OCKEFELLER car sign his namc to

_a check and make-it worth millions.

o REMBRANDT could put his name ona -
- painting and make. it mvalunble -

“WAN'I‘ED Someone w1th carpenter abll- -

BACH coutd put’ his name on hm muslc ,
-and make it pnce]ess :

. JESUS CHRIST of Nazaroth pit His =~
* name’ on.our salvation and - made-it -
. ETERNAL; PRICELESS AND WON-

DERFUL'

~“WE can pu't our names on Hss roll und' -5_
mherlt E’I‘ERNAL LIFI] :

- I



b At

A A WA £ Pp s Y

tmporm .

RIS

- your rent, . :

7. A home is different. If you have a -
- home, you want to be thereand you will

- work to improve it. You will sacrifice for

A P e P ST P

. -

. ABOARDINGHOUSE OR A HOME?
.+ . “Home, Swéet . Home"” signs are not -
. : found too often in a boardinghouse. It is
_ - easy to feel no obligation to atay around
- on holidays. P Tl
1If things don't go as ybu like, you can,
. move. If .the meals aren't perfect, find
- another.place.’ R, B

Your. obligation.-smpg '-‘;’h-en. Smﬁ» phy

-it: Your people are theres You overlook

faults. Everyone needs a home. -

;... -Is your chufch your boardinghouse or .
_your home? R . R

LI PO

o YT was thinking all these horrible .
... thoughts about my parents when sud-.
. cl‘en!y it hit me,” -said one teen-ager. -
*If they are all that bad, how come [ - -

“am 8o wanderful?”’ _ -
Sl sy s

L A L Y N Y S Y]

i

essarscrr e enanntvtoas

<. .. AMONG BOOKS

. Conducted by the Editor

~ Holy Spirit, Guide Me : -
_ Holy Spirit, guide me, . L
For at times I'm so unwise,
- If You’ll stay right beside me,
. I'll walk straight to paradise,
. K y o . by ] ot
Hoty Spirit, use me, - '

- Keep me active in Your work. - .

I’ll not forsake a duty; . -

. Holy Spirii, touch rﬁ'e;

- I'm a novice on'my. own.
A perfect gem Imust be . .
o As_ an heiress to the throne. .

Holy Spirit, fill me = PR
 So that.] will always know ~. .
Your depth arid love, which thrill me -
As You set my heart aglow. © -

*'Holy Spirit, show me' .~ .

As 1 daily walk-with Thee

How Your guidance will bestow me’
Heaven's joys eternally. @ - -

._’Nlrbopks_re:viqwed'may.'pe ordérgd from your P‘ljbl'ishi.ng-Hro"uée .

‘A Gu-i_detrt'o Pl""ex.icli_ixig" o

By R.E. O White (W B. Eerdmans

Publishing Co., 1973. 244 pp., $3.95.)
.. Are you-overcome with' the “task of

. preaching? Are you feeling a lack in your

- preaching? Are’ you trying to help g

young preacher get started? Do your ser-

.. mons lack a deep, sense.of personal in-
- volvement on. your part? The “author;”
- whom you may know by anothet of ‘his -

_bé?ks_,., Open Letter to' Evangelicals, has
written this book especially for the sty-
dent prencher. This is the best up:to-date

- expression :of how to preach; ‘This ‘boak

fully explains "why you:should do the

. things you need to do to preach the Word.
e 'I‘.h:e‘ significant thing about this book.
.36 ':'fi': :;u. L j: :K?: s s

Sermon. This includes the actual prep.”

' Not' a God-launched challenge shirk,.

- | ‘—Mary Lou Johnson -’

 HERE avo THERE [

is the constant recurrence of the element -
. of enthusiasm in preaching.  There are - -
three main divisions: (1) The Aim of the ¢ " -
-Sermon. This includes the basic elements
~af the.sermon ag an ‘aspéct ‘of. worship, - -
_ the importance of getting-the listener's. =
_Attention, and the excitement of holding -
his attention. (2) The Technique of the =

-aration of the sermon niaterials and .the - =~
_conclusion and -introduction.: (3) The -

. Continuing Discipline of Preaching. This *
.~ in¢ludes style, logic, and imﬂginiitibn‘. e
.In Chapter 12, “Effecting the Intfoduc-.

tion,* .t}_m author says to prepgre thé jn-
*troduction at the last. Yeu need to know -

the whole sermon, and then defermine -

: : The Pradcher's Magazine R

b e manin

b ] gt {4 - o
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" . troduce the sermon. |- .

b

- how to introduce it most effectively. This
" also avoids too long an introduction and
- too much' of a sermon - giveaway. He
" illustrates how to change the:dull intro-

ductipn’ by explaining .nine ways to-in-

In the discussion on dclivery ié ‘a'chﬁp-

! ‘ter on the evangelistic ‘adjistments for
" the ‘pasior, He gives several excellent
standards ‘o’ help evaluate your own
- evangelistic ability,- - . .o
- Strongly recommended. -

N

CMUA Wurrmlxv, -

'f‘hc One and Only You -

o By ‘Brice Larson (Word Books, 1974, -
.. Cloth, 141 pp., $4.95.) " X

The suthor is a well-known Presby-

combination of theology. and psychology.

) ‘The result-is a’positive, optimistic ap-

proach to life; and a self-awareness based

untapped potential through His power in

" our lives. Author *Keith Miller (whose
ministry is also cut-along that pattern)’
“declares this is the best book Larson has

Mwritten among six previous works that

_ have: been best ‘sellers. Refreshing and '
~inspiring. . : '

© .. 'The Gospel of God's.Grace -

' By Alva J. McCiain (Moolly Préss;‘tl%f_&.
.. Cloth, 253 pp., $4.95.) = =~ 7
“The late” Alva J. McClain will be re- .

membered as a-charter member of the

Evangelical ‘Theology - Society and- a+

teacher .of the ‘Bible. Although not

" “Wesleyan in his theological stance, he is
‘rich-in_his devotional approach_to .the:
-study of Romans, and divides the Epistle

" 'into the following areas: (1) Condemna--

' ‘tion, the Wrath of God Revesled, 1:18— -

3:20; (2} Salvation,. the Righteousness of .-

God Revealed, 3:21—8:39; (3). Vindica- .

“tion, the Wisdom of God Revealed, 9:1—
" 11:36; and (4)" Exhortation, the Will of

-» - .God Revealed, 12:1—15:33. The intro- -

" . ductory: chapter discusses some pre-. .

- July, 1975 ST

' .

liminary facts about the book, and there .
is a-general survey of the book preceding

“the chapters which deal with the text. On

the doctrine of election, he declares, -

“Meh are not lost because of God's elec-"
»_tion, but because they refused to believe

Jesus” (p. 31). His Calvinistic.approach

-is somewhat morg evident in Chapter 17,
where he discusses the. exhibition of di- -

vine sovereignty in-election; but all inall,
there is much’:more. with which the

- "Arminian can ngree than disagreé. The - .

main value of this hook to the pastor is

" .in the wenalth of sermonic material and .
. preaching helps in the author’s homi-
letical treatment-of Romans.. " -

J.-‘l M. e

.. The Methodist. Revolution’
.. terian minister who holds the B.D. from -
. Princeton, and the M.A.:from Boston
- University. Thus his messages reflect the

By Bernard Seminel (Bosic Beoks, Inic. -
Cloth, 273 pp., $10.95) . - - -

“ . ‘While not every word has been read; I -

would ‘be: feady" to” equate this yolume
.. with. the’classic on -the. social implica- =
: _tions of Methodism, viz., This Freedom =
. on the belief that each of us is somébody
*specinlin God's sight, and there'is a vast

Whence? by J. Wesley Bready.

..~ 'Semme] suggests Methodism.may have. -
“had o decigive role in'shaping the liberal- ~. -
and’ progressive 'England ‘of ‘the nine- .

teenth century—with its unique blend-:
ing of liberty and order and its special
sensg of national mission,: = "7 1

v “Methodisim- has been pictun‘ed"au'la_"

- regressive, repressive religion. , . . Where
"Methodist doctrine has been discussed,

it .has -been- presented ‘in a highly un- .

- _favorable light, . .. The Calvinist sects, -
"~ it has been argued by Max Weber and
- others, had helped to produce ‘modern’ '

men. . . . [ suggest that evangelical re-

- ligion' (particularly in its. Wesleyan form). =
in the eighteenth century probably ac-
- “complished for masses of men what ... .

Calvinism cobuld only confirm for a rela-

: tive few.” I tould quote at length.

The beantiful thing about this volume -
is that it is not simply anti-Calvin in its

approach {which I would not swallow and -

which would be in its very nature biased -

~historically) but is ‘quite objective in - -’

nssessing the flaws in the varjous move-. -
ments of Wesley's; day. (including his
own), Highly recommended for holiness
history. pundits and -others; it shall he
high on my library list. o h
Co b s Jonn James
31 .
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.WAN'I ED: Good cop}ol’Wlléy s Ej nistle to the
Hebrews. —Rgbert D Humpcl 1220 N Liber-

ty. Baise, Ido: 83704,

WANTLE) Good set of John'Wesh'\' % Wurk-.
in 14 vols,—Gary-M. Noyes; 1873 l.ondon St
"NE. Blaine, Minn. B34, . T

) VWAN'I ED:-Old, out- uf-prmt plLturc postmrds .
“of any church, or,present phato of pluces of " -
"worship for private collection. Or will buy..

someone’s private colchllou —Herb Hurlman :

".  P.0.Box 38, Clinton, Pa. 15026, - -

) WANTED: Good set of Alexander. Mm,lumn 5

Expositions of Holy Scripture.—Wm. Amnion,

. 10600 E. 26th Terr., Indcpendence Ma, 64052, -

FOR SALE: Walkmg Hc-forr' God, hy L. Mil-

ton Willinms; Christ's Militant Kingdom, by -

L.-R. Scarborough; Pen Pictures from Life's

 Pathway,” by. .- l" Harding; "Sermans and
Special” Addresw "hy Fred 'F. Fugs; Notes .

from My Rible, by i) L. thcly ~~Jack Sehor-

Ty, 3650 Gntuhcml NE., Rockford, Mich.
e S

- WANTED: Overcome Evil with Good, Audrey
Williamson; Revelation, by A B. Simpson. i

Jack ‘ieberr}, 3550 Gnleqhend N.E., Rock-

- ford, Mich. 40341, - .

WANTED: 'Fhe Hmmgr- of Hnlmvs\. by’ Ilnr

ry B Jessop; Holiness: 'I‘rmmphant by J. B,

Chapman.—David 'H, Mvgmnt lBlz N. "A
St., Elwood, lnd 46016,

WAN'I'FI) Mlssmg vol. (colmunmg Acts ¥

through Philemon) of The Biblical Museum;

“hy James (,nmpur (-ru\ Or.any mfnrmﬂtlon

cancerning ‘the history, pub. date, ey, oftlmqu

-works:—Frank H. dohnson, P.0O: l]ox 5, llc

ton. (‘ny. Wash,: ‘l‘ll:l() T e .

FOR SALE: Preacher's Mugnzmrs fromy 1‘)!.) -

ty 1974; fH-vol, set of Matthew Henry's Com-

“meénfary; 74 vol. of Peluubet's Select Notos—
First. vol. (1875) - Lhmugh 1936 cntsluged -
C.F. Rlssmlllel‘. 2001 Qun}ls Dr., Akrun, %

Ohio 44'%]" . N

-WANTED: The old set nf Babhcal Il[uﬁrumr, }

holiness. books by J.- B. Chapman, *S.
White, and B, Cartadine; Holiness in the Book

- of Romans, A. M. Hills; Possibilities of(‘rac0~
-(unnl)ndged} Ashury’ Lowry, Expositions on_
- Scriptures, Alexander. Maclaren; Walk, Con-

- versation, and Character of Jesus .Christ,

Alexaivler Whyte —Lowell Clark, !022 Den.

ver, Dulhﬂrl 'l‘ 8 _79022

sorry:

et

o oThe Glﬂ of Toars
- There-are.not many Jeremiahs around

who are weeping day and night. Too |

. many ‘of us, have forgotten how to be_"

‘#The Paslor as Preacher S

“ We preachers are. entrustad with lher
“care of souls, and their- splntuai wel-‘
lare cannol be taken llghﬂy

oA Pr_a_ysr for My Pastor and Wite.
-A-member of the congregation has ex- . -
pressed. a prayer that will warm ther -

) heart of every pastor

) OAre You Sure, Lord? : P
- A ministerial sludent 5 eXperlence
should encourage the veterans of the .
‘Cross. to bélieve - the - lulure of the

- CGhurch ls brlght

" The 'P_r_e'ncher's Magazine

S ¥ ' Some yesrs ago the Natronsl Bureuu ol‘ Standards red
* geived a ‘letter from a plumber He had found that- hydro~
chloric acnd opened plugged pipes quickly, snd asked whether o

- ‘or not it was:a& good thmg fora plumber to use. A screntlst at "’ '
;(the Bureau rephed "The uncertam reactive processes of

. hydrochlonc acid place pipes in Jeopurdy when alkalinity is

involved. The efﬁcxency of the solution is mdnsputsble but“ :

' -'the corrosive residue. is- mcomputlble with metallrc perma-‘
nence.” The: plumber ‘wrote back to thank the Bureau for, .

' ':tellmg him his method was’ all right. The scientist had. a’’
.. feeling-he hed been mlsunderstood 80 he tried agam to get

. ‘the message across:, “Hydrochlonc acid generates a toxicand

_noxious residue which, will produce submuriate invalidating

reactions. Consequently— some, alternstlve procedure is pre-
ferable.” The plumber wrote again ‘and Smd he agreed wnth_

‘the Bureau that hydrochlorlc acid works. fine. By this time
"the scientist wa$ dlsturbed enough to-ask his top. boss for
advice, nnd the' latter quwkly dispatched a telegtam to the "

plumber saymg “Don t use’ hydrochlonc acid; it eats holesl _
in -the pipes.” Whlch remmds us that. preachmg can'be’a -

o wsste of tlme unless it 1s understood by those who hear it.

Yours for souls
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PEOPLE
" AREALL .
SURFACE

. .*; but the ALDERSGATE DIALOG SERIES'bo‘IdIy "

probes the !SSUGS that demand Chnst.-an dlalog

S 1) O
MAKRL l.i.:—.
. O
||m|ms

I
4
’N SER’ES m

THE CHRISTIAN AND SOCIAL PROBLEMS b

Exptores appruaches to the Chrlstuan answurs 1o ihc occult nbumcm
|ssuus makmg nuws haadllnes

SINGLE IN A COUPLES‘ WOHLD
Blbhcal supporl and lnslghl to 5|ngle yuung adults lrymg to live hka Chnslmns in today 5 wnrld

LOVE, MARRIAGE—AND OTHER HAZARDS: .. = ' -

A realistic look at 13 dlllemnt dlmensnons of Chnsllan Ilving Slrong omphasns is. pul an BIble
" study. . .

Olhw Titles A v.u!abfa

" DEVELOPING. CHRISTIAN pensomuw " PRAYER THAT REALLY WORKS
DISCOVER YOUR DIBLE * - THE ROW LOOK OF EVANGELISM,

DARE TO.DISCIPLINE . _WHOLESOME INTERFERSONAL HELA!’IONSHIPS
HOLINESS—ALIVE AND WELL WHY DO&T YOU DO SOMETHING, GQD??

Each Leader's Guide, $1.00 B Pupll Book,."$1.25 )
'Excepnon. DAFIE TO DISCIPLENE—papar $1.95; cloth, 34 95
At!ractwe dcmgns——Workable 9 X 12 format . Paperback

UNDATED ELECTIVE COUHSES of 13 lassons each——AvariabIe when. you ara, fbr ss
classes Sunday evenlng (pre- preachlng hour} o mldweak study

from your PUBLISHING HOUSE

THE GIFT or TEAns
The Ed:tor :

.THE PABTOH AS PHEACHER
) Herbert McGomgIe ‘

' senvmruoon~ e
'-pnencuma 'I‘HAT CONNEOTS
'C 8 Cawles

| AWAKE, THOU THAT BLEEPEST

hanea Wenley

—PORTRAITS OF PAUL i
1), ‘BROTHER BELOVE&
s Melton Thamas L
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 The Gift of Tears - (¥ -

ue PURITANS 'l’mvg':_b".threeﬁcen’fufiéia_:iigo for a “gift of tears.” They. R

" sensed a danger in forgetting how to-be sorry.”

" Today’s pastor needs to pray for this most negiected of all “"gi'ft:s,r"

- for there has never been a time in human history when men‘of compas-
~sion were more sorely. heeded and so seldom to be found. There are not

many Jeremiahs around who are crying, “Oh that my head were waters,

"> and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep day ‘and night for™
" the slain of the daughter 6f my people!” (Jer.’9:1).-None of us seems to

have time to-join Jesus as He sits looking over the wicked city and cries,

.0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest

_them which. are sent unto thee, how. often would I have gathered thy -
- + children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings,
_and ye would.not!"! (Matt. 23:37); ° - T e

"Too many of us are so accustomed to misery that 'we have become

- -numbed by it. The broken man'in our office becomes a mere *‘coun-.

" selee,” a challenge to our therapeutic skills. The distraught mother who
“-permits us to see her naked grief is just another in today's long list of
““appointments.” The young woman who so frequently seeks our help is
““neurotic.” The teen-ager is rebellious. The board member is negative.

The Sunday school superintendent is lazy.The choir director.is a prob:

" lem. Thiis we bestow upon human beings one label or another, and they .
. "tend to become objects rather than people. I

© . Bombarded as we are by the sheer volume of media news and enter- .
" tainment, it is small wonder we tend to become less sensitive. Surveys’ )
reveal that the average 18-year-old youth has watched 15,000 hours of '
television and.seen 500 feature-length motion pictures. He has spent - -,
nearly 16,000 hours with these two media alone. But from his kindergar- -
" ‘ten days through high school his total exposure to educational instrue- -
“tion is less than 11,000 hours. He has spent much more time with'the "=

_ ‘.'.I-\uglié.lll.-‘_lg'ils o C ._‘_";1: }

+

;
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_“tube" and other media thun w:th hl‘i teechers in the ciaseroom

Someone should: conduct a Burvey to reveal the profile of the aver-

~ age pastor. ‘He does not spend:as much time as the teen-ager.allowing
- the messages from a_secular society to penetrate-his spirit, but he is af- .
* fected by them And he can become benumbed. He watches the news-. -
cast and sees a man killed, but there is na blood on his carpet, He'sees -
expreseaons of unbearable pain and horror on the faces nfstarvmg babies . ..
. in.Africa or India, but 30 seconds later the scene changes and he is-hear- ~
- --ing abott the superiority of a certain brand of dog food. He is even per: .
. mitted, ‘through the.magic of trick phot()graphy and slick edvertlsmg
techmques, to hear it from the dogs themselves. This brand is “numero:
" uno over at the kennel!” And so it goes, He sits down to'a nourishing ©
B dmne;, promises himself he is g,mng 10 start: wutchmg hlb weu,ht one of - .~
: .these days—and the babies go on'starving. . . S
+ Two-thirds of the, world’s population, by the way, is: alwaye hungry S

Every .dgy 20,000 people dieof m_alnutntlen In Indla ulone, 5() mllllon

- will starve in the next 10 years:
- ‘Someone may be thinking, *“What can | dn nbout it? Do you, want-
" 'me to stop eating. and begin starving with them?"" Certainly not. But
5 meybe we can all pray for the gift of tears again. There might be more-
" weeping among the men of God than there seems'to be. When 90 percent
. of the Christian ministers are ‘devoting their energies in 'behalf ofonly 10 . .~
_ percent of the world's. populetmn we could weep about that. We cannot - -
“all 'go where the 90 percent are, but we mlght do more praying-and weep- ~ *
e nlllg for them, and reermt more of ¢ our young converts to help us- reach o
‘them, - ° .~ S
“We_are dlstnbutmg more Blbles than ever before. but people are *
. not reading them A recent survey revealed some startling facts regard- - -
_ ing popular acceptance of the Scriptures.-Hundreds were asked whichof -
two’ descnptmns they would choose for the Bible: “a great. plece of liter- -~ . §
“~dture” or “'the revealed Word of God.” Eighty percent said it was the | - (
revealed Word of God, but less than half of them’could name even oneof

the first four hoeke ol‘ the New Testament One mlght weep over thet- ;

- condition,

. ‘We weep when we are aware that the eart.h‘s populatlon grows at a

more rapid rate than the .growth of the body of Christ. We mourn over

the millions who havé never heard of the Lord Jesus, and countless oth:
ers who have turned to Satan worship in.these perilous times.

_ A brainwashed generatlon of sa-called intellectuals balks at behev- T

" ing the doctrine of the y:rgm birth of. our- Savmur but meekly nccepts o
““the word of Einstein that E=MC?, = '

-+, Is it cynical or pessimistic to mentwn these matters‘? We do net ine oo

_ ,‘tend it to be. Nevertheless, to borrow the words of the Preacher, *“To .

every thmg there is: a season,’ and a. time to every purpose under the’ ;

heaven: ,

. There is.indeed a time to’ weep

' "Ours is'a day that calls forth.the best in the Spmt anomted preach S

' er of the Word. This {snot the time when he should forget how to be sor-

7 “ry. Instead, he’ may ‘well’ return to the Spll‘lt of the Puntans as they -
. fervently prayed for the “glft of tears”’ - - - :

. W

«”

. a time to weep, and atime to laugh a time to mourn, and a
ktlme to dance" (Eccl. 3:1,.4). : o ‘ .

: The Preaeher{s Magegieé o

_n' . . oo

We preachers are entrusted w:th the care of souls and
thelr spirltual weitare must hot be. taken Ilghtly B

Bv IS enmcumc Chnstmmty
standa or falls.” Such was the

" ,_verdlct ‘of P..T. Forqyth perhaps
", the ‘most influential British “theo-
v logmn of this century..
* werdict, that can and must be sub-
‘stantiated, We who. are. called of
- God to be'preachers dere not be un--
- certain.on this point.”
Periodically we will hear. that the.
: day of preaching is past, that the pul:
- pit: has lost its. power, - that- the
- average modern congregation is ei-
" ther rio longer capable of gwm;,
‘sustamed attention to a pulpit min:
-istry, or .simply does not’ wish to
"~ have preaching included as a part of
" public worship at .all. The advent of.
_television and the wndespread use
. of "auftiovisuals (especnally in the
B church) which require a minimum of
: gconcentrat:on have “contributed . to
- the deéline in the value of preach-
" ing. ‘These things, together .with
both the rapid growth of pastoral
. "coungeling based on a- psychmtuc.',
-, approach and the clamor for group
- participation in- rehglous dialogues,
. have militated against the central-
-4 ity of 'the” Word prenched ‘week: by .
© o week by the man sent from God '

It is.a
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Whlle the pestor who' is; alert to
:these things will nat deeplse any..
‘help -that can be given him as he
seeks to grapple with the supreme
tragedy.. of human sinfulness, he
dare not lessen ‘the passionate con- -
- viction of the pastoral office—that -

it is by .the foolishness of- prenchmg

“that God ‘is. pleased to save men.

Preaching is important, preaching is

*vital, and preaching is the mdlspens-
* ahle climax of the pastoral m1me~';_

-"'try

We have not seen preachmg from

‘2 New Tesfnment viewpoint until we .
" -seé it as an ordipance of God for the  *
.saving of man; Paul “declared that -
he and his fellow workers were -
“ambassadors’ for Christ, -as though
God did beseech you by us: we pray
you in Christ’s stead, bé ye recon- -

ciled to God" (2 Cor. 5:20). Preach-

ing is noth:ng less than a.
“continuation of the -work of Christ;
God ‘'makes His appeal to men =
through preachmg _Listen to Paul
"ngem, writing to tlie Thessalonians: -
“. . : when ye received the word of . .
o God wh:ch ye, heard ‘of us,.ye re-
- ceived it not as the word of men, but
“ ‘as it is in truth, the word of God; .
.- which effectually - worketh also in

* you that believe’ (1. Thess. 2:13). :

Preaching should be . central in
worship. - There is an unfortunate

tendency sometimes' to regard’ wor- -
~ship and preaching as two quite: dig-
tinct. and unrelated - activities. ‘But

this is a'false dichotomy. Preaching

is n part of worship; the climax of o

. worship, and it is in the context of

worehlp that preechmg ﬁnds 1ts‘
. - _.3'



true place. *“To wbtsﬁip,"’ said Arch--
- bishop William Temple, ““is to-quick--

~ en the conscience by the holiness
“of God, to feed .the mind with the
-truth of God, to’'purge the imagina-
"tion by the beauty of God, to open
the heart to the love of God, todevote
the will to the purpose of God.”
--But all of that could with -equal
" “truth be said of preaching. Preach-

* ing is-an .inseparable part of true’

‘worship, not something added to it,

and. not somethmg that takes place

- when'worship is concluded. - .
‘What are we seeking to nccomplmh

when we gtand up to preach? Re-.
membering -that the man who mmsﬁ
at  nothing s alwuys on turget .
‘what. are we aiming ‘to do"in our.
preaching? Perhaps it -would be.a
" good discipline for many of .ug who'
" preach if for a time we were to.stop -
- -preaching and give our preparation -
. - time to a -careful examination of
- that | lmportnnt Question: -What is

_preachmg" Is there ‘any difference

‘_'.between a sermon- and a religious
- essay? or between a germon and a

_iecture" o

" “If anyornie’ would attempt a. defi--
' says the:
“néwly appointed Archblshop of .
“let - him, "

nition of preaching,"”’

Canterbury, Dr. Goggan, -
-make sure of the centrality" of

. Christ; let him see ihat preaching

‘is anchored to the: written. Word;
let him remember. the element’ nf
" persuasion and of. volition, as well

.. a8 of mental and emotional -re-

sponse; let him insist on the fact:
that preachmg is 4. dwme actmty,

b and, moreover, that God, in'the'mys? .

"tery of His wonderful economy, has-
entrusted it to His men.’

- There is an’entry in John Wesiey's -
“Journal for July 17, 1739, that gives..

_ . us some mszght into his understand-
" -ing of his mission, “I rode to Brad- "

ford, five. .miles from Bath

*. Some persons had pitched on a con-
_vement _place, on the top 0!‘ the . hlll'

"4

‘under whlch the town lies, There |
offered- Christ to about a, thousand
_people, - for wisdom, righteousness,
“sanctification and redemption.” This

is not a definition of preaching, nor

-was it meant to be, but we see Wes- e
ey ‘the preacher. offering  Christ -to
men—Christ the - answer 'to their: .
- need:” His wisdom: for human folly, -
“His Trighteousness for human pov-: .
erty, His. sanctification for human ~ '
-defilement, Hls redempuon for hu-' o

man need

This en;ry in’ the Joumal is. from
~ the " .first . year followmg ‘Alders- -
gate; and it i8 interesting to-note ...
that in the ‘Minutes of Conferences, . . .
‘revised by. Wesley for the last:time
‘in the year of his death, 1791, to the '

questlon “What is the best general
method of preachmg"" we find this

.answer: “T'o invite. To convince, To. -
‘offer Christ. To build up and to do -
_these in'some measure in every.ser-

mon” (Works, 8: ain.

“‘No smgle -one " of these descnp

tions adequately summarizes

‘preachmg, but together they gath-:‘
_er up its chief elements. The con- - .
- tent of Christian - preachmg is the -

great grace .of God in Christ. The

purpose of. preaching i is to make men .. e
see: the “availability .of that grace .- .

and' persuade thém to surrender to

it. The preacher is a man sent by

~ God, equipped by the Spirit, and al-
: reﬂdy a partaker of ‘that grace hlm-
-seif :
“The very nature of the Chnstmn:' .

' go_spcl demands preachihg. God’s ™
- breaking . into “ history, Christ ap- L
pearing in our flesh, the.mighty - &
‘acty of - ‘Good Friday. and’ Easter
-Sunday, the coming. of the .Spirit;
and the hope of cternal life—if we
‘believe these great truths, we can- " . -
not but preach them. 'Pranchmg sl
rthe natural overflow: of our reli- "~
‘gion,” says ‘James Black, and how -
right he is. “We have’ recewed good:
-,newz; nnd we, long to tell it to oth- = .~

The Prencher s Mngazlno
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" ers. . . . The reason and passion of

g preachmg is.that a great and won- -

© derful thing has .come into olr lives

" in the love .of ‘God through Christ,

~ and we  can find no rest until we
. tell the world. .Preaching is tell-
. ing:someone else, one of many;
- about, Jesus Christ ‘and opening: out *

_Athe mind and will of God.”. @ »

. 'Thé pastor as a preacheér mdlcateq

" a special relationship between the,
_“‘preacher and his congregation. It is
.'a relationship of trust and. under-

- standmg and “care, . a relationship -

. buiit up through-a continuous min--
" istry of prayer, visitation, fellow- .

- ship,"and preaching. It is this special

| _relatmnshlp that concerns us now, .

and ‘it is quite. ‘different from’ the

_relationship. between ‘a visiting’

: evangelist - and the congregation or .

ot aopguest - prencher and his hearers.

" While thege: ministries. are important -

~ and have their place in the. work of

" ‘the church, dur mterest now is in
“'the pastor’s role as a preacher—the -
. preaching mmlstry of .a man who

.-, knows his people and. who is known--
and tristed of them; "

The pastor muat know his people

* ".A:handshake at the church door, an
_‘uccasmnal hurried word on_the tele-
- phene is not enpough. We must know
our people—their, heartbrenks, their
‘sorrows; their fears; and to these we
must bring our compassion, our tlme.
“and -the grace-of our Lord  Jesus

Christ. James Denney once remarked

. about Cardinal Newman: “Mr. New-
.- man knows man very weli. He does-
“ - not seem to know God at all.” ‘As

pastors, we have to know God. and

" “'man, and here I make a plea for pas-’
. toral visitation, believing that until
- I'have met.a man across the fireside

- of his own home, I cannot preach to.
" him as effectively as.I might, -

Speakmg of pastoml visitation as

. "'a necessary complement of prench -
* ing, John:Henry Jowett said in his.
"~ Yale lectures on prenchmg “'I‘here is -

Augusl 1975

a change of sphere but no change of

mlasmn The line of purpose con-

tinues .unbroken. In wvisitation, the
-preacher is stnll a messenger.carry-

ing good news; he is still an ambas-
“gador, bearing the decrees of the

eternal God. Hls audlence is smaller;
his business is the same,’ AR | beﬂr

- witness,” Jowett adds, “'to the spiri-. _
-tual good which has come my way .

through mlmstenng to sick and trou-,

“.bled people and to those who. were
beaten and crippled by the way. All”
:the way ‘along, it has qmckened and -

deepened my communion with God”

‘{The Preacher, His Life and Work - o

pp. 179; 207).

. We preachers are entrusted w1th-‘
the -care of souls and it is no- hght _
. thing to be responsible for the spiri-
“tual welfare of our people. “The Prot- -
. estant doctrine’ of the pnesthood of

-all bellevers," writes Skevington

" Wood, “miust not be twisted so as to.-
. permit the pastor to dodge his plain’

duty with. respect to his flock. God

- has charged him with the care of the ' '

people. Let him see to it that-he need

‘ot be ashumed atthe day of reckon- i
- mg S
When. BlShOp Gore of Bu'mmg,ham
“addressed candidates for-the Angli- -
- cani ministry, ‘he spoke words that . -
. none of them was ‘ever likely to for-

S “Tomorrow 1 will say to you,
"W:lt thou, Wilt thou Wilt: thou? .
" "But there will come a day when An- .-
. other. will say ‘to you: ‘Hglst thou.
~Hast thou, ‘Hast thou?” . s

Commlssmner Brengle was, greatly -
_used of God in bringing believers in- "
to the blessing of heart holiness. I be-

tiove. that even today we can still

Tearn from him. *“A few. months after

-I. got the.blessing of holiness,” he. -
-wrote, “I-felt almost gloomy -about .=~
. my inability to get-people sanctified. -
+ T knew, beyond. the possibility of a
doubt, that I had a clean heart, but
somehow 1 felt I couldn’ t properly‘

teach others how to- get 1t
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" those who had. the blessing and then- . -
. fire away as best I could.and that it
- was God’s business to make the peo-

. “One - .morning I'inet a certain

. brother who gets more people sancti-

fied than any man [ krow, and 1"
asked him: *How shall I teach holi-
- ness so that my people will get it?
His reply ‘was: ‘Load ond fire. Load B
- and fire. ’

“Light broke_in. on-me at once. |

.-_saw that. it was my business to. pray
s and study my Bible and talk ‘with'

plé receive the truth and become ho-

h ly. That was on Saturday The next

N

: doy I went to my people loaded wnth
‘truth, backed by love and faith, and T :
- fired as hard and straight 8s T knew .
‘how, and lo, twenty people came to "
the penitent form for holiness. From
then til now I have attended strictly -
_to my part-of the business and trust- . = -
~.ed God to do His part, and Ihave had .
"some success everywhere I have
-gone” (Helps to Holiness, p..95). L
‘Let us pray. that in our- prenching o
“ministries, and. particularly in
“preaching Christian ‘holiness, that - .
the Lord will enable us to load &nd R

fire.

The L:fe of a Pastors Shoe

Hl' I'm the paqtor ) ehoe As far as | know my ancestorq were puetors ‘%hoeq_
_ also so.I've been around the parsonage a Thng time. When I was younger, my fa--.

- ther told me about his “master” talking about a place called heaven‘and saying - - -
;- that people s souls go there 1 thought that' mw;t be really a great place with so .
_ & many soles in 1t sol decnded to become n paetor 8, shoo and learn more nboul,.

it ‘

o Itiq reully not, a bad life. There are lots of t.hmgq l hnve to go throu;,h EVery'_"':_‘ L
. day Iget up. eorly After my owner has breakfast we usually go down to higstu- "

dy. 1 have to sit there doing nothing fora couple of hourq while he works. o
_ After qumk lunch we go Lo the hoqpltol ‘There are several people to be vis
ited, T have to'go aiong to their rogms whlch smell like medicine. The pastor .

; wakes me up..

- tatks to the sick person owhtle ‘and prays with him. When they talk I hear n lot of
_sick stories. In the emergency room-there is a lot of blood. I have fainted a couple .
of times. When I faint, |t makee my owner's foot go to eleop When he wolks it

o, "It's from the bosp:tal to the homes of peop}e that hnve mlshed ‘Sundny )
_ school ond church. We visit: two or three ‘people and. hear: the:r -excuses. [ get.
.. :pretty smort ‘just. heorlng excuses, ['ve leamed to tell whether it's the truth or
- not. Some stories I hear woyld make an interesting book, :
S Some ‘other mterestmg stories come from retired people about 60 or 70 years -

-old. They tell what life was like around: the turn of the century, We stay in their

‘homes’ longer than the other places because they are: Ioncqome We sit nround'--‘

hearmg stories of the “good- old days »—how they had to work hord every dn_y ex- o

cept Sunday. v

owner's most 1mportant day

. e

‘There¢ are a ot more ploces thot I hove to go that would tnke a lot of time to DA
‘mention, such as board meetings, church parties, ball games, camp meetmgq. R
.. assemblies, and outmge with the family. There's not much time'to rest. . .
' But there’s one good thing about this whole busmess. and that’s on Satur- - S
E day nights. I get a- nice, peaceful bath in shoe polish, I just lay there splaahmg S
-around in my shoe polish 80 T can Took my. best on Sunday Afte:, nll thnt 8 my=' -

- ‘—D.wm Ru.ev. oge 11, Jnmestown, N D
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CALL TO SER\IP«NTHOOD

C S COWLES Pastor Church ot ihe Numrene Covnna Caln .

6 PREACHING THAT CONNECTS

-"Now when they heard thls they were pncked in thelr heart.”

T I'l"- WAS A SIGHT TO rieilom T}ie’re he,."
o stood .behind' a huge ‘pulpit that -
- geemed to fill the tiny classroom; lec-

turing -three junior, boys and a dog.

The problem’ was that the ‘teacher .
- was a very short man. So-all. 1 could -
- see as | opened the door was a tuft of,

. unruly . hair protrudmg over the top

- of the pulpxt and -two arms etnkmg '

" out.in various dlrectlons 'So en-
. grossed ‘was he in his sermon that he -

didn’t even notlce that [ had come in-

“to the room, nor was he conscious of -
" the fact that nobody was ‘listening.
" :. Nevertheless 1 am sure that he deliv--
“efed’ his soul ond ‘went home epent
' .‘but happy.

In a flash the humor of the moment

. died in me. For in that absurd situa-
O tion Isaw- myself«-—pasmonate'
. preacher of .sermonic gems, “deliver-
ing ‘my. soul from the top of Mount
.- Sinai ‘amid - thunderings and light- .
--ning, The guestion .that raced like
- fire through my mind was thls s .
_ 'anybody listening? .
.. We are.gll deeply. mdebted to the '
* - rich tradition which_has 1mported to
- U8 in splend:d detail the craft of ser- -
" . mon preparatlon and delivery. ‘But".

recently I surveyed some of the lead-

" ing texthooks in’this area and was
o aurpnsed to discover how llttle atten-
‘tmn was given to my questlon con-. . .
- cerning ‘whether or. not anybody is
hstenmg It is almost as if the author- -
: .mes consldered the aermon a great

L Auguet 1975

Acts 2 37 -

gold ‘brick to be. mmed and mmted: '
out of the: mountain of God's Word.
Then, come the Lord’s Day, it is to-

be hurled at-the hapless people from

on high and far back—the higher the - e
- pulpit-and the greater distance. from.
.the people, the better, -

~ It isnot my intention to cast asper- -
‘sions upon the traditional homileti- :
cal sciences. Rather it is of vital ..
importance that we extend our conil 7 .
cern regarding preaching-to thé pew, e
- to the individual listener. If he isnot -
hearing. and understondmg what is .
- preached, then-it .makes little dif-
" ference if ‘we have spoken with the.
", tongues of men and of angels—we " -
“still ‘come across as’ ‘blarmg brass or
crashing’ cymba!“ (1 Cor 13: 1, Ph:l~ .
. lips*).. ¢ -
The miracle’ of Pentecost was not .
‘manifested in a-confusion of esoteric -
languages but rather in thé commun-
- ication of the gospel in language both
. heard and understood. With a pas-
sion I covet-the gift of tongues—a -
. tongue that can speak the idiom of
* the people clearly and can clothe the -~
" words with that special emotional .~
‘garment which will penetrate: their. .~ .
"understanding. and - pierce’ ‘their -
‘hearts, The Lord knows thatTdonot * -
need any more of glossolalin—ecsta- .

" *From The New Testament in Modem Enﬂuh '4-

copyraghl © by 4. B, Phillips, 1958 Uaed by permm
smn ofthe Macmlllnn Co, o )
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“tic utterance, unintelligible speech—
- than'l already possess; what 1 desire -
- ia the glft of beln{, heard and under--
o ,stood :
: 'In etrwmg after thlB superlatlve, :
- . gift of the Spirit for preachers, I have
been dleuplmg myseif along two
~ lines, . - :

First, to be heard one; must first -
listen. Ezekiel was- llfted up by the -
Spirit. and deposited among the ex- -
iles in Babylon by the river Chebar.

He .did not immediately commence

 to prophesy. Rather he says, “‘I3at -
.. . therée astonished among them.
T ,,-eeven days” (Ezek. 3:15). Jesus lis- -
tened for 30 years before He began to

. preach, Paul listened for “three -or -
. more years after his conversion be-_
.. fore he. plunged into"his mlssmnary _
- task., - ‘
In Albert: Camus essay The S;!ent' '
" Men, he. deéscribes the apparent rap-
. port which existed between the em- -
- ployer and his employees in & certain
small factory. But one "day strife
.broke .out. In the ensuing struggle, -
“they all understood ‘what strangers

they had always beeén.. Yvars, the

- -subject of the story, muses concern-
~.-ing his émployer: “He liked his work-

men, no doubt, and often recalled the

- . fact that:his father had begun as an -
apprentice. But he had never gone to'.
their homes; he wasn’t aware.
. We must listen for people's needs _
" Peopleé-are inclined to listen to some-

~ - one who speaks to their needs. A, H..
~ ~'Maslow has indentified these from a
- psychologist’s point of view and has -
—organized them into a hierarchy of
human needs. ‘We can only eumma-.' ‘

rize.them as follows: °
1. The physiological needs hun-

_ger sex, sleep, etc. . - :
9. The safety needs self—preserva-
-'tmn security, etc.

3. The: belong:ngness and love

' neede

4. The esfeem needs |

5 The need for eelf-actuallzetmn"

6 Intellectunl needs demre to -
'know and understand ~

7. The aesthetlc neede beauty,'
: lesm, ete.

- To this list we could add. spxru
,tual needs which pe0ple mny or may
not be conscious of:

“1. Need for peace. ol‘ mmd .
2. Need for ubsolutmn of sms free-

L

dorn from guilt. .
-3, Need- for a sense of purpose m'

Jlfe .
tence

Ought (Immunuel Kant) 7
6. Need to: cope. with fate

spiritual needs “Come unfo me, all

- - ye that labour and are heavy laden,”
and I°will give you rest” (Matt. - -
*11:28). Jesus listened to human need, - -
and His heart was moved with com- .~
passion upon bruised and broken hu- = -
manity. He reached out to them fi rst" o

“at’the point of their needs, -

The Preecher’s Magazlne L

4 Need for understandmg the ul o
'_tlmate d)mensmns of humnn exns-_"'-'-

.5, Need- to reallze the mbern‘."-‘ e

Second, to be heard, one must . -

" catch .people’s -attention. Interest .~
must be- sparked, ‘curiosity. plqued S

- and spiritual appetites whetted. Thls'_ s
is a momentous challenge facingusin .
a.day when so many are competing

_for people’s attention. I resist .the-

“urge to survey the manifold and var- -
ied : ways. by which prophets and

: 'preachers in the B:ble awakened peo- .

" 7. Need to cope with death and all - ST
-of its preliminary anxletles in regard_ .
. to ‘physical health. - o
'I‘hls list i is not exhaustwe, nor does K
it include ‘an enumeration .of needs -
1mposed upon man by the revealed
and “given Word of God—i.e., need .
" for reconciliation; need”to'be:born - ...
again, need to receivé Christ as Lord, . -
etc. But before men will be ready and
~‘able to hear their condition in God's = "
eyes, they must first comé to-trust us . -
“as men whooffer them help and hope . -+ -
in dealmg with their more elomen-- il
tary personal, psychologlcel and ... ¢

Lot

involvement,

~ ple to'their message, That would be a
- study in-its own right. Suffice it to-
C-8ay that biblical servants of God al- -
- ways Kept in close touch with the
‘people and had the interests of their .

.-dudience in mind as they proceeded.

- Our problem is complicated by the

" fact that every conceivable human
emotion has' been, nlreudy virtually

. wrung out and every sensitive nerve =
nlready touched by the: insidious as-_
sault of modern. media. 'I‘eehnlqueS;
that enabled preachers of previous

. generations to ‘capture and keep the

-attention:-of their congregations do
. not always’ carry over—particuldrly -
as they, p]ayed upon drnmntlc emo- -

" .tions, -

'I’here is one area, however, thatI -
" have been explormg which seems to. -
* hold promise toward: helping ‘me ta:
- . gain -and ‘keep ‘the attention of- my

people when [ am’ ‘preaching; that is,

“*spectatored’” to. death! They are

L ready for action. As 1 prepare my ser-

-vices ‘mow—not just the sermon but
“the whole service—I am ‘always

.thinking about how to draw. people -
-into the center, help them to part:c;- -
- "pate; and encourage them.to’ ‘contri-.
.. bute something. Of course, it is
. simply -not. possible in most. of our.
" -churches to actually get everybody to
- do something special, but péople do -,
- feel inpolved—which is just as good -
. as the real thing—when they see oth-

ers pertnc:petlng Allow me ‘to be

" specific,

- Last Sundey I bega.n worehlp by

.coming down off the platform in front o

.of the’ people and asking them to Jmn

me in-a. “scripture. ‘meditation” in-
-stéad of én organ meditation (worked,z-
. out well.singe the organist was on va-

cat.:on) They résponded 1mmedmte-
- 1y, rising to their feet, sharing a verse

or two of scripture. One dear old genr-

. tleman quoted from mémory the par-
~able of the 10 virgins. Another lady

August 19?5 T

People have been .

‘read it a second ume nnd we re- .
. peated it afterherina kmd of litany,
‘The sanctuary fairly rocked with the
‘shout of the peopie, “bor I nm per— "

sueded

© Some. teens suggested several
months ago that we go to the beach.
- for-our next baptismal service. Two -
‘weeks ago on Sunday evening.we did. -
The beach was crowded and my peo-
ple were epprehenswe But we made.
‘a place for ourselves beside the water © .~
'und began. As we sang together in’

tempo.with the waves crashingon the

'sand, all'fear vanished, and the ped-.

ple responded with uncustomary pas-
sion. There were spirited, loud,

* “Unashamed testimonies. We knelt i in .
‘thessand and prayed. I preached to:, -~ -
.my people—and several hundred cu- ‘
rious onlookers who' gathered dround . - ™
—with- ~unusual freedom. Then -1
--waded out into the surf and baptized
.42 people while the congregation.
,'snapped plctures laughed, and wept.

- 'Seldom’ in - my ministry; have I

“sensed more keenly the power-of the
" Holy- Spmt in the midst of His peo- .
-ple. Even as ]'write this, chills are go-
" ing-up-and down my back as 1 recall,
those” beach- chff walls resounding . -
" with the echo of our people shoutmg, e
“Jesus is Lord! Jesusig'Lord! Jésusis -
Lord!" That was one serv:ce nobody'

will forget '

Our' church allows’ us ‘maxifmum K

freedom. to preach what the Spirit is

directing, plan the services as we de-
'i‘mre and proceed i in any manner that " -
.i8 approprmte and:in keeping with . -
the dignity and beauty of holiness: If
“we-are not’ exploiting that freedom'_
toward pgetting. people involved in
-worship, then it is’ our own fault.
. My observatjon is that once people,
-. aré awake, once the adrenalin has-
‘begun to flow, then there is good rea-

son to believe that when the Word is

~ delivered, somebody will be listening
-and, hopefu]ly, w1ll hear nnd under-
reud Romnns B: 38 39 I aeked her to - : : .

standh .

T
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- Awake Thou That Sleepest

. i

(it may have escnped the nouce of

*. some readers of -John Wesley's “Ser-

mons that John includes one that

" homiletics teachers would say. The

- -sermon has- three divisions; I, Who
- are those who §leep? 11. An ‘exhorta- -
- tion_for sleepers’to- awake; II1. The

promise to those who receive Christ.

as. pastor for 20 years of the Brisfol,

.ment, lest thou “drink at thg Lord's

hand the cup of his fury.” Stir up

thyself to lay hold on the Lord; the

' '10_ R

By Chartes Wesloy

:'sair_e!_ “Shi‘ké thyself from the dust;” "

At least, Jet the earthquake of God’s

.. -threatenings shake thee. Awnke, and.

..+ Charles preached on Sunday, Aprild,
' * 1742, hefore the University of Oxford.
Charles spoke from Eph bil4,. and-
developed the sermon . textually, ‘as. |

cry out with the trembling - jailer,

._“What must I doto be’ suved'?" And
“never rest, till thou. bélievest onihe

Lord Jesus, with a faith which. is hls Tl
- gift, by the opemtlon of his Spirit.

If T speak to any one of you more .
then to: another, it is to thee .who-
thinkest thyself unconcerned in this'

_ . _exhortation. “I'have a’ meSsage fmm
" . The entite sermon is ‘designated. as - -
" Sermon III in Volume One of ‘Wes-
" ley's Sermons. A portion of the ex- .-
"~ - hortation Idmsnon Ij is reprmted-,-
'here to indicate the. evangehstlc fer-
“vor of Charles’s préaching, as well as -
“his repeated direct quotations from"
_the Holy Scriptures.- It should be re-.
- called that Charles was not-only the
writer of over'6,000 iymns but served .

God. unto thee.” In his name, | warn

‘thee- to “fle¢- from..the wrath to -
‘ecome.” Thou unholy soul, see thy

plcture in condemned Peter, - lying
in the dark dungeon, bBetween the-
soldiers,, bound with two chains, the
keeperq before the doer keeping .

~the prison. The mght is far spent, the .
morning is at hand, when thou art to -
‘be brought forthto execution. And in

_these dreadful circumstances, thou o

England, church, erected in 1739, -~
and.the oldest Methodlst chureh in -

- existence.—Associate Editor George.

-+ E. Failing, editor of the Wes!eyan'
Fo - Advocate.) . )

" . Awake, awake! Stand up thls mo- -

art: fast asleep thou art fust asleep in .

“the devil’s’arms, on.the brink of the

pit, inthej jaws of everlastmg destruc-
tmn' '

“Oh rnay the angel of the Lord come :

upon thee, and the light shine into

. thy prison! And mayest thou feel the
“stroke of an almighty hand,; raising-
~ thee, ‘with “Arise up qmckly, gird -

Lord thy rlghtcousness, , mlghty to thyself and bmd on thy sandals, cast

The Prﬁacher s Magazmo

- of thy.dream- of worldly happiness!
Did not Gad create thee for himself?
“Then, thou canst not rest till thou

* restest in-hiin, Return, thou wander-.
er! Fly back to thy ark. This is -no-

" -thy home. Think not of building tab-

. ernacles here; Thou art but a strang-

-er, & scuourncr upon earth; a creature

an| unchangeable state, ‘Make haste,
Etemny is at hand. Etérnity depends

. on thlB moment. An eternity of hap- .
: 'j piness, or an etermty of misery!’
_In what state is thy soul? Was God '

“while I am yet speaking, to require it

~ of thee, art thou ready to meet death -

.and judgment" Canst thou stand in

- his, sight, who is_of “purer eyes than
.- .to behdld iniquity”? Art thou “meet
.to be partuker of the inheritance of -

the saints in light”? Hast thou recov-

-ered ‘thie image’ of God; even righ-
: ,teousnesh and true- holiness? Hast
" thou put off the ‘old-mnn.,and'pntnn =

A Now qukar caur;onu shows a talevlsio operator iw}ngu

thy garment about thee and foliow
T ome” ’
- Awake, thou everlastmg spmt out

themew" Art thou clothed upon wnth

Christ? .- . S
~Hast thou oil in thy lamp" Grace in -

thy heart? Dobt thou “love the Lord .

.thy God with all thy heart, and with -
all thy soul, and with all thy mind,’
‘and with ‘all thy ‘strength? Is’ that
mind .in thee, which was also in
~Christ Jesus? Art thou a Christian in-

. deed? that'is, a new creature? Are old

“ things pasaed nway, and aH thmgs '
Cof a day, but just launchmg out into .

become new? .

If it, offend thee, be thou assured, -
~ that thou neither art a Chrlstmn, nor. .
desirest to "be. one. Nay, thy very -

prayer i turned into sin; and thoii

has solemnly. mocked God this very.

day, by praying for the inspiration of
his Holy Spirit, when thou didst not’

believe there was any such thmg to BRERSS
" be rccewed

Yet, on the nuthorlty of God’

word, and our own Church, I must re-" -
‘peat the question, “Hast thou /-
" received the Holy Ghost?” If thou

haat not, thou art not yet a Chrmtmn

}i

fre

ot »coﬁi‘ie

Qbau thefammmn ‘Dublic and reie

¢ level of bpt Ong
sana thqt i1} keep:

,ﬂrst sermon, He ﬂnlnhed iio mm
led with wrath, . ;¥
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The sto:'y is told of a lrttle boy whol

was. carrying another-boy almost as

N0 _'P:éu!.,Brot‘h_er"Bélo’@ed_“_ o

-* big .as. himself. When asked 'if -the -

-load wasn’t too heavy for hlm, he re-

plred “No he’s my brother.”

. The idea of “brother” i is promment -

CY

thls he teams the word “brother

-with the ‘word “beseech.”” Paul pleads. & o
that .the brethren be dedicated, be .
diligent, be. dismplmed be depend-

k able, .*

. in scripture and nowhere moré prom- .
inent than in Paul. He" thinks of his

Ak
v

n‘

fellow Christians as being brothefs, -
as bemg similar to him, as- being: hlS: .

-allies in -a. common cause. Nowhere

. do we find Paul portraying himself as
“master. It is “brother” that identi-

-fies him repeatedly. Hardly a chapter’
_without Paul maklng reference to his

" brethren,

Ten' times’ 1n the’ Book of Phllip-:,

pmns alone, Paul invokes the. brother

. other places.

~ give a'directive;. he m_akes a plen..For.

"1 call nttentron however, to one el~
ement, "referred to in this way only

~four times: It is that Paul pleads on.

t.he basis of bratherhood. He does not

T

| -: by

- Evangelist o
' Mount Vernon Ohig,”

K2 Melton Thomas K

3 ‘concept. It can also be found in manyk_ :

The' plea beglnq at Rom 12:1, 5 B
‘beseech you therefore; brethren, by -
" the mercies. of God, that ye present ..
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
gcceptable unto God, which is your .
'rensonnble service." Brethren, I be-
" seéch you, be dedicated! R
- No'man in any area of effort: has )
_,done much of anything, to say noth-
mg of notable achrevement w;thout R
" 2" singleness of  purpose relntwe to .
that:thing.- He has been- character--" - .~
" ized by ardor in action. He has been -
impelled by passion m pursuit. He -
© -has been marked by a magmficent‘

obsession.”

Now Paul. pleads wrth hlS brethren
- to nccept a reasonable service, to be- B
come 4 living sacrifice, to live aécord>
‘ing 'to a calculated dedication: He -
“calls them to a point of. decrsweness_. R R
~ «a decision. He chnllenges them to T
" ,

gwe themselves away'

The plea: is continued in1 Thess =

. “Furthermore; then .we beseech

' you brethren, and ‘exhort you by the

. Lord Jesus, -that.as ye have received . =~
of us how ye ‘ought to walk and to.
please’ God soye would abound more =
- .and:more.” Brethren, I beseech you,f L

. ..be diligent! S
" As'Rom. 12:1 is a cnll to dedlca-' S
’ ".:“.tmn 80 1 Thess. 4:1 is a‘call to dili-

Ther Preochurs Magazina"_ " Cle

gence. In the one the plen is to a grent

act-of self—gwmg to God. In the other °
it is for the life issuing from the act.
8o ye would abound more nnd

- more.” :

This dlhgence was to appear in nu:

. " merous areas, one of which is salva-
" tion'itself. ‘‘Brethren, give diligence
"t make your- calling -and election
*sure” (2 Pet. I; 10) Christian charac- .
. ter is included: * And ‘beside this, giv--
-ing all diligence, add to your falth
‘virtue;-and to virtue knowledge and
. to” knowledge- temperance; " and to
_ - temperdnce patience; and to pa-
" tience. godlmess, and to godliness
‘brotherly kindness; and to brotherly .-
“kindness. ehnnty” {2'Pet. 1:5-7).
- Good works are o receive attention:

T
4

il she have diligently followed -

- every good work” (1-Tim.-5:10). The
- drhgence is. 1o be along the entire.
- ‘jouiney, even to the time when Jesus -

comes: ‘Wherefore, -beloved,“seeing

that ye look for such thmgs, be dili-
. .gent that ye be found of him i peace,-
" “without spot, und blameless” (2 Pet

B G N

‘To live in sueh manner reqmres a

v thlrd ‘plea, . and Paui makes it, "“Now .
‘we beseech you, brethren, by the -

= -"commg of aur Lord Jesus Christ, and

~Or. be troubled,
- by word, nor-by letter s from us, as
" "that the day of Christ is at hand’ .

g August 1975

by .our gathering together unto hlm,

" that ye be not soon shaken in ‘mind,
neither by spirit, nor

(2 Thess. 2:1.2). Brethren I beseech

- you, be- dtsc:ptmed’

Now seé this picture, Some spmt
of the age, some- irreaponsible-word,
some " sincere but misguided.: letter

‘had stirred. the church -about thé
" ‘comting of ‘Jesus. Paul takes advan~
- tage of the:situation to state.a prin--
" ciple: It involves the coming of the

© Lord, certmnly. but ls more mclu--

sive. .
‘It would’ mclude the present etnte

: "_of the nation. It: would include the’
threats to pence from all qunrters It

_you .

ll IR

would mclude all world affmrs

"It would include personal trials.'And
the principle “is, Don't be shaken;.
~don’t be. troubled In other words, be
- disciplined, Remember that in quiet-
"ness and confldence is - the greotest ,
.strength. '

All of ‘this igsues in the l'mal plea .

“Brethren, ‘T beseech you, belas]am

for I am as ye are: ye have not injured

-~ me'at all" (Gal, 4:32). .BretAren, Ibe—

aeech you, be degendable!
The  background of. verse 12 is

. found in the precéding verses (9- 11)..

After the Galatirns had known God,

“they had turned back to cerain ele--' oo
ments of the law for salvation. Paulis
“driven to-say; ‘I am ofrmd of you,
lest I have bestowed uponyou labour -
i vam” {Gal. 4: 11) “I.am afraid of
.I'm not sure I can depend on -

you."”

chese words: . .
I would ‘be true,’ for there are
- _ thosewho trust me, ~ .. .
s would be pure, ]’or there are
‘those who tare: |

The questlon of: dependobllrty.‘
arises in the arep of service. Can the :
. pastor depend on you? Are youoneof .. -
“his right hands? Are you one of the. '

" people he knows will not fail in the
¢runch? Can. the church depend on-.
'.'you'7 Practically? To pay tithes and -~ -
give offerings? To falthl'ully attend. "
the means of grace? To. give needed
.service in your area of ability? Final- -
ly, can-God count on you? To hold .
" the vigil of prayer, so greatly needed? .
To carry concern,-and bear burden?"
. To witness w1nsomely to what Christ

has done? -

‘Be dedlcnted' Be dlhgent'_ Bc dIS-‘ "
-c:lplmedt Be dependable'

T,

Of all. the v1rtues dependoblhty is
_close to the greatest. Now the ques:
. tion is, Are you. dependable" In the .
-realm of character, are you sterling? - "
- Can family, friends, church count on’
you? Howard Arnold Walter ex- ..
pressed determlnatron an thrs areu rn o

SRR &
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,When the College Teamf-"

L '_Comes to Your Church‘f

.1'

HE VISIT OI-‘ A COLLEGE smgmg and
preachmg team can be an excit-

"'Vmg exper:ence if seveml steps are
-considered in advance.

The first step is preparatlon Com-

- mumcate as often as need be with'the
. team, by ‘phone.or-letter, concerning
- .the date time of arrival, and format :

of the service. Let your needs be

' known—whether they .be evangelis-

tic or ambassadors for Christian ed-

" ucation’ and  the ‘college. The team”
" that knows what its ministry is to be-
“can do a better job in preparmg ’

1

Ask for printed . information con- .

cerning and promoting the- college;
and inform the team that 4 table will

' be ready for a display area in the i ves-

t1bu1e or ‘other appropriate place.-

. The: second - step, prior to the -

team’s arrival, is pubhmty Let your

. congregation know in advance so-
_“they can make a special ef[ort to in-
-.vite people in for the service. This
"f“\cnn be done both from the pulpit and
- 'in"the weekly bulletin;. Make sure -
" your teen teachers promote it durmg
. Sunday school il an effort to invite
-those who usually ]eave after the Jes-
-son, ‘Don’t forget specml advertise-
‘ments in.the newspaper—especmlly
- if you can secure the team’s pxcture

What role should the pastor take.in’

‘_Mpunt Vemon Nazarene College.

- the services when the team has ar-

e

By w. Dan'Wi_t'tgr*_ o

rived? Usually ‘only the ‘announce-

preacher then by all means let him

“tion before they enter the minjstry—

.and chances are, even if the speaker
is not eloquent, he will be a blessmg' o
" to’ your congregation, This is a time ..
“for the. pastor.to Have his own.soul. = .
“fed, and in every way possibleto give =

the student speaker-encouragement.
It'is important for the pastorto en«

preachmg. smgmg, praying, and win-

ning souls, be sure to thank them. Do

your best to cover- the cost of the trip,
“plus.more for their personal expen- . .
ses . if possible.. Then' last. but not - |
least, gather them together and pray .. -
that. God will give them traveling’ -
;mercnes as they go back to the. col-
lege. This is, without a doubt, the
“high point for them-——-when the pastor’
- gathers them in a. c:rcle and prays .

for them.
1 know——-l‘m ona, college team'

T The Praacher s Magazlne

“ments and offering. If the.group hasa -

. do the preaching. Young ministerial.. ‘
-students’ need to know and feel the .-
‘burden of preaching to.a congrega-:. .

. joy himself along with his peopleon .. - -
- this special Sunday. Praise the Lord -~ .
—publicly or. privately—that youth = "
‘love the Lord; that they inspire other
youth: to -serve God, :and. that ‘our’ =~ -
church provides educatlon that. is
‘spiritual as well as mtellectually cen-
tered. .- A
~ When the team has ﬁnally ﬁnlshcd‘ .

A

sluves free over'1

kY

" Godlike paople will Iove other people
_In spite of their sins and imperfections - ~ -

»

How Much Do We Love People?

R _ B By Josuph T Larson

address sajd in part: “That gov-’

y érnment of the people, by the people, .
. far the ‘people, qhall not pensh from _

: -~ "_sion on them, ‘because they fainted,
- and were scattered.abroad, as sheep-
havmg no shepherd” (Matt. 9:36). -
‘People- ‘are - important in~ God’s. "
. -sight because He created man in the’

“the earth.” - .
A certain qpeaker was repeatmg
this remarkable speech in his mes-,

. sage,-and at its tlose an-elderly man

approached “him and said, “I was

Aum:AM LINCOLN in his, Gettyqburgf .

. present . when Lincoln gave that |

-speech. He emphasized the words “qf
the peop[e ‘by the people, for the peo-
~ple.”” Abraham Lincoln loved people
- and was: concemed about their future:
-in. our: beloved nation: - )
" Lincoln was called the Great'
Lmanmpator because he set 4 m1ll|on
years ago. .
‘Butl there was another Great -

: _,E_man.clpat,or Jesus - Christ, who-on
the cross of Calvary set millions of -
" people free from their.sins and hab:- -

its. He fully pald the: price for their

- redemption, He gave his llfe a ran-'-.
- som for many...

Jesus. Christ loved peop]e enough"

to set them free (John 8:82, 36). He -

came to heal the broken in- heart

~ {Luke 4:18). He died for them witha .

- biroken heart. He fed the multitudes.
* He taught -them -the ‘truths of life-

-and of" salvatmn He loved- them

enough to shed His blood for them,
"and .even wept over the people of -
Jerusaleni (Matt 23:37;. Luke 19:
C41-44). “He is despised .and rejected
““of 'men: a man of sorrows, and ac-
" quainted with gnef"’ (Isa 53 3)

. "Tul.‘sun Ariz. .

August 1975 '

‘Jesus Knows éveryones need and
shows compassion for the lost and - -
eerring ones. “When he saw the mul- .-

‘titudes, he was ‘moved: with compas-

beginning (Gen. 1:26-28).

Tsrael. thmugh many trials;, dangers,

about the Church of God. He tender-

ly listens to their prayers, ‘providés

. through the dcath of His Son (John

o

~prayer because of His compassionate

3:16)...

shelter. That, evening she gavé the
children'the ‘last food in the house.

She prayed that God might send her
_. $400.00 for her needs, and it seemed

a very unlikely. request. -

After-puitting the children. to bed,

shé stepped out of the house.: Her

foot stumbled against a package. She- .
- found almost-$400.00 in the package.. .
_Later she was advised she could keep

‘the ‘money. ‘God - had ‘answered her

He led,
-and testings. He was much concerned. .
about His people, Israel, and later °

- for their needs, manifesting His love’

A. mother had lost. her husband- &
‘thmugh death. She had four children
for whom she had to provide food and

concern, and because she was one of

help. -

"His chlidren desperately in'need of S

How mﬁch do we love other peo--"

ple" Is ourlove chiefly for our own’

5

mteil'ests'_? J_esus admonished . His, .
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peop!e to love the Lord thelr God

with' ail their headrts; souls, minds,
and strength, and their neighbors as

themselves (see Matt, 22:37-39). -
These, He said, are the two greatest ' §
_ commandments Godlike people will - §
- love other- people even in: spite .of
o Lhelr sins and. 1mperfectlonq o

that make

Even unsaved people can disceen - .

“whether God's servants have the love’ |
- of:God in their hearts. Most people | -
do ref;pond to that kind of love (Rom .

5:8).

God gives

IM LOOKING-—WHEHE lS IT?

" “.I'vé looked into the stﬂrm;, fm.en

-of a thousand pE(lple. -
. and seen nothing.:

-l’ve [ookcd and seorchcd in o
rrecorded words of men,
© - and found nothmg '

' '._.I ve hatened to men speakmg. _
" _believing they had something. to suy,

and heard no!hmg

" Ive gwen mysell to a cause, .
" searching for its dceper menmng, -

-~ -and felt nothmg,

l ve bent my. back to Bhnre .
.in this world's treasure store, -
ﬂnd gmned ncthmg

In df:sperntlon T fling myqelf ta. earth
' reaching upward, crying'in despair—

0 God-—if You are’ thére——

Where i it?”.

“And suddenly, swectly. o
" quictly,. gently—— o
l']‘ IS THERE‘

- Paw Cory

A rngged boy in D L Moody 5.
'Sunday school was* asked' why ‘he =~
" attended. He rephed "Becauae they
: love ‘a feller over there.”
"L to every believer "the -Holy Spirit, .
- causing -him fo" love: with a-divine
- love even as Jesus'did. How much do -

: _we love people" :

R wve" -

“Prayer Requests;a - |
SwAeetfsmel__lih'g Savor

l)ear Snn -
Cur pastor remombcred what R. V

DeLong did years agoe at Nm-thwcst- o
anarcne Lollege and started the cus-.

tom in our congregation, . . .. ..
~ *~ He had a box made. wnih an opemng e

: lurge ensugh for prayer reguests ‘and- -

usked that we place them in the box at

" nhy.time and report when the prayer
T was nnswercd Two reports came. the . .

“first wcck-—vnnd a stream ever ‘since.

- ’l‘hcy are requcsts that by any extcnt'
~ .. of the imagination only God could. an:

swer—and God is at- work!
. At the close of the year we Wl" all

go outsndc and buin the box of requests’
) ns a fsweel- smellmg savour”’ to God. =
Now we know thnt this is'a lot of

symbollsm and that God answers.
prayer apart from boxes nnd shrines.
"But T 'will hnve to admit that the Sym--

- hol. pomted me Lo the reality of prnyer o
Tin a new way-—-—and thal s what rcully oo

counts

- By the wny, Mothcr andl guvc our'»: -
- pnstor a side of beef last week—und"__ L
were blcssed in thc dmng. Your turn is -

ncxt

The Preacher's Magazine.
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Lo e LD EARL C. WOLF; Exécutive Dlractor '
: Compiled by the General Stewardship Commission. l :DON WILDE, Difica Egitor -

Genoral Superimendant Stowe '

The Servant Role
of the thster

T HE CURR[NT emphasus on the Ieadcrshnp responsnblhncs of the L

minister is both biblical and, practical. -An increasing number of

~ bogks; seminars, and conferences stress the dynamics and molhods

. “which will enable the man of God 1o more efficiently assume this = -
" role. Our Lord 1ock note of this-need and laid appropriate stress upon \

i in His training of the shepherds whio would lead the firstflack, :
But to balance ‘our ministry, there must be ‘a correspondm[,__,

emphasus on the role of.servarit. This is just as scrlplural as the other.

. In the discourse recorded in, Luke 17:7-10, Jesus clearly indicates that
. our service 1o Godiis' basically like the relationship of the employeeto
 “his-employer: Just asa hired man would: not expect his'boss 1o pre-.

pare dinner for him at the close of his working day, even so we should

FOFI-

PASTORS'
‘and LOCAL

“ o CHURCH -~
T LEADERS' T

not expect preferéntial tréatment from our Master. The. words of

T verse 10 put the whole matter in the proper perspective: “So you also,

" when you have done everything you were told to do, should say, ‘We . ‘

B are unworthy servants; we have only done our duty’” (NIVY.*

Failurée to reckon with this role will sooner or later destroy one’s

-effecnveness as’a minister. A young man with better-than-average

_-ability ‘and . training opted out of the ministry on the eve-of his~. "'+
‘ordination: His reason? “1.want'a life of my own: ! dontwant to be at

~everyone'’s beck. and call.” Semewhére In his preparation’ he -had

" - failed:to note this requirement of discipleship: “But whosoever will:
" be great among you, let him'be your minister; and whosoever will be
" chief-among you, let him be your servant::even as the son of man .
- ‘cafie not to'be ministered unto, buit to minister . a
" Anything else than this kind of love-slavery i |5 less than New Tes- R R
: tament mtnlstry Nothmg ‘else will supply the proper monvauon for L
- selfless service, which is the only. satisfactory service.-
*From The New lmernétmnai Versmn copyllght 1973 by New. York B1ble Socnuy_

Imernanonal Used by permlssran

o (Matt.20:26-28). ¢
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. . orsend for free destriptive folder, -
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. E-1200-OHR

Supér-wide projecior gives almost twice the
U opicturesize : L o
! Balanced:lens, 600-watt quartz lamp for
“uniformimage . o
. Alr-baffle’speed airflow maintains coal
~ 'waiting stage. "~ -t JR o
~ Quality all-metal construction, baked-on enamel finish '
Exclusive hinged fresnel halder fot easy maintenance - -
Lightweight-~less than 20 pounds--for instant portability
foraddilionaispeéiﬁcat'ibhx;'-mnmhlour'l'a!.es:-_"Mmér Buying Gur‘&é".fl A

N FULL-COLOR .~ .-
_TRANSPARENCY -
7| map

"“The Holy Land -
- in the Time '
of Jesus” -

MOBILE PROJECTION . - -
TABEE- .-

. 24" high, 15 x 20" shelves;
© 4" swivel casters . T

. ACETATEROLL . . .-

¥ . DUST COVER'

. -cloth. tnvinyl pouch, .- - o
) s Cosase
H-4021 felt-tifMarker :$4.75

. - features

TN

¥ charges

-~ VISUAL AID -

PEN SET. -~

Outstanding ="

- . practical forusé '
o “in your .

Y Allow

4dweeks
" for, :
- delivery-
S8¥ Shipping .0

exira from

Souwth falland | .
Hlineis -~ ¢

Eight colors, Léaves sharpImage - |
on acetate; Wipes off with.moist e

H-400) Penclls: - °

TEACHER'S . -

DO-IT-YOURSELF .
TRANSPARENC

~Includes:- 40 colored and 107’
" clear acetate sheets: .. 8 cqlor. = -
- pens ... 4 color.pencils, . 2 .
-black markers.. . . 3 packagesof

towels -_  .° 14. transparency

" frames. Comties in an attraciive |
©attaché “ecase {15 'x 13-.x 3
. with molded recessed compart-.
. ments. . ST
- EB240-0T | $49.95 plus postage

-NOTE: For other related items, comilt our fatast “Master Buying Gulde,” or send foc free persanal copy. o

s vt U SRR 0T st Office Box I3, Kansas Cly, Misourl 1Tt

"THROl-:J_Gl-.I - \ .

" 'EVANGELISM AND STEWARDSHIP -

AU
L i)

To qualify for the Evangelistic Honor Roll you mustre- .~
" _ceive :a number of new Nazarenes equal to 10 per- . .
:' reported to the previous -:assembly.';This:__does not in_é-: )

- clude the outreach classes. . - QAT Lo

cent .of your average Sunday school ‘attendance as *.-.

,

~ EVANGELISM

A . . .
e ——at p—————_— Ao HE U s P
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HOME MISSIONs -~~~

PASTOR R
.- Do you need a tool to help your pebple
_get a vision of the’ mission- fields whlch

- surround them? Here are two answers to e
' your problem. » o

16D

T
FEETER LI

MISSION FIELDS AT HOME (FS-7317)— -
~:35-mm, *——-cassette sound..Every. Christian, -
.. Isa missionary, and there are unreached
~.mission fields in every community. True =
. life 'stories of laymen '‘who have found

L -_f_.-'_:'mlssmn fields close ‘to home. Purchase o
-P”CE, $10 00 rental $2 00 ‘ R

'."_'-ﬁRentai( )

Name ;
w . Address

IR “Church e -

v " I IR -

K "'j'f.."';.'MlSSION MEANS MULTIPLY (FS 7316)—--.
% 35-mm. —cassette sound A grain of "

-+ “wheat multiplies . o
. produce a bounteous harvest, as does

again and againto. =

outreach seed in- multlplylng the - king-,_‘ “

.. dom" of God:. . The true mission of the .
. ,;*:‘_'_Church is.to win others to’ Chnst Pur- '
L u‘;chase prlce, $10 09 rental $2 00 B

B

. 3o

'YES PLEASE SEND ME: o S

- Mission Flelds at Home (FS 7317) - - S
e Mission Means Mulnply (FS-7316} RS
Sale() D
: :'If rental spemfy f1rstand second ch0|ce of dates. RN

) ~ First-chaice ‘date: -
Second chouce date

" Street T .

ciy . Siate - L Tp

o *Send your order to—‘ .
Nazarene Publishing House

Film Desk: - - 16E L

.Post Oﬂlce Box 527 Kansas Cny Mo. 64141 oo

" HOME MISSIONS

e
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| CHURCH scuoors g
% X[[ f " “Make family devotlons a part of

every, home! -

.- devotionals:

" ,for Today”; and have prayer.

- prayer.. . o
3. Read the scrrpture and have prayer S
:Adjust when you have t0—~but don’t give up'

-Order. TABLE TALK on your reguiar church lrterature '

orderblank el .

Vhrsiory,docmne ritual, and polaty of the Church of the Nazarene.
Why nor k(_ep a supply of the 1972 Manual on hand to present 1o -

. brance'of an rmpornnr accasfon,

- Bar-thumb mdexlm, for instant r(_ference 1o 12 dlfferenl sic-

L. tions. P R .
- . A i S - "
g‘:ﬁ(_ﬂ“ - P

N .

12 for $21 00

NAZARENE s
PUBLISHING. -~
HOUSE » 55

" .Post Office Box 527"

your daily schedule, TABLE TALK -
- provides a family altar plan for .

“You can choose how {6 use the' .
- 1..Read the. scrrpture and |ts___'_
N ,explanatron, -discuss: the" ques- -

tions; think about the “Thought

e ' : " 2. Read the ‘scripture and- 1ts',.'_-_"
.explanatlon thmk about the “Thought for Today", and have e

NEW MFMBERS neui lo havL access 1o mforrnauon aboul th B

" those joining the thurch for the first nme? A srgm!rcan! rcmem- T

- Durably ‘buound’ in, blatk clath board v\uth gold stamped title, .

~ THE EMERGING

WORLD MISSIONS

~ NATIONAL CHURCH
Top 10 World Mlssmn Fl_elds

Church Membershlp

Annual Statlstlcs, 1975

»

Net Gam, .
Church Membershlp

(doe> not mclude probat:onary} (does not mcl'ude probatronary)

U Korea

Haiti .- . o
Mozamblque

' Guatemala N E

School Attendance':_"

Korea
Haiti

Afrtca, Coloured
& Indian.

Guatemala N E
Peru o
Mozamblque
Swazriand T
“RS.A— North -
Cape Verde
Bollvra

o 8,659‘
- '7,396
- 6,400
4,212

- Japan 74,153
- Bolivia .3,695*.
- Peru . -2,887
S E. Memco oo 2,675
C.Mexico - 5 2,573
N E Mexico o 2,332
Average Sunday

9,665=
.. 8,823
;':.8,380 :
8,270
8,100 |

7,616

7,258
6,892

.. 5,302 -
4,037 -

__Korea ERR 4064. '
Guatemala N. E SRR 1 LR
"Ph|irpp;nes f L0501
‘Cuba’ " 405
N:E.Mexico -~ ¢ . 2820
Mozambiquie IR 1 R
-Argentrna . 04
“Guyana - o 190
;'Nrcaragua R 7
"Peru L a9

= FUlly Sélf—sﬂpporifng
e Churches and Mrssrons

'Mozambtque 167 .'

Guatemala N. E .93

Bolivia ... '_. g2 :
Peru e BT
Korea o5

lapan SRR TR '_ 46

:Phl[lppines L .28
Haiti .~ 0c0n 025
Swaziland .- - o 25

Barbados- . . .- 16

. _';I‘J.?'4-sta'listir:s. o




i NAZARENE WORLD" MISSIONARY SOCI%T\’-" :

o N""’? B

L e I M i e s K

s sty

i ne

Jorge De Barros e

g(-

GAL
_'145 lll ll

LR

. NAZARENE WORLD® MISSIONARY SOCIETY

| '9 &
O"?A NAZP?‘ T

o ;-1&14. |




" CHRISTIAN SERVICE TRAINING

1,6']‘.' i

: A new Readmg Cert;ftcate Program has been.j: -
launched fo encourage reading . in the area of devo- g

tional and mspiratlonal books.

‘A person.may receive one credit toward a Read- :
" ing Certificate. for each book read .from a recom- -
~'mended list. Upon the completlon of 10 books

' reported. to “the' CST office, a ‘Reading Certlflcatel
‘_-‘Wlll be sent. erte for complete detalls today '

R ]

Sowo

- "GENERAI. STEWARDSHIP COMMISSION

'F)' t

EXCEI.LENT
 RESOURCES
“COMING: TO.
EVERY I
~PASTOR -
THIS MONTH.

PASTOR’S
PROGRAM
'PLANNER
1975-76

, STEWARDSHIP
COKIT _
lf you do not recewe your free '

coples, please wrlte to

- Church of the Nazarene-"
. 6401 The Paseo - -~

. 'Kansas Clty, Mo. 64131
' K L

" STEWARDSHIP. -




et B 16 e

SRR P )

et Rl A S 76,8 S

e

e R o A P

L o e e T

YOUTH . -

"~ Photo by Fussle

6L

ST DL LIFE INCOME

Are you makmg the most of
Your Stocks?

Your stocks can he[p supporl Ihe Lord’s work,’ whlle oﬂenng
~.you an annual income you.cant outlive—plus tax advantages
“.that are twofold. Giving appreCIated stocks eliminates capital
gains taxes . . ; yet you are still entitled to deduct the full

. market value of those stocks as a charitable contr:buuon when -

you file your.income tax. You can put.these ‘advamages to
work for yourself and the Lord when you invest in one of the
..many Horizons planned giving programs.. Fmd out how«today
Send the coupon for more lnformatlon -

" Take a wise look ahedd -

. Mi;s‘

' '.C'i‘ly._
Vﬁ"State
. Birth Date

T

PLANNED" -
- B GIVING - -
¥ PROGRAMS |
Al!n Rev Robcrr w. Crcw .
‘CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
" 6401 The Paseo "
: Kansas Clly, MO 64131

Rev Crew: - ‘ o . e
- Please send me, wnhout obllgatlon more mformatlon qn ,
Gtwng Stocks : :

Mr :
"Mrs.




HOME MISSIONS

.' A pro;ect of the Departments of Home and World.‘” L
- Missions’ produced by the Nazarene Commumca- A
. tlons Commlssnon L e e

"'_"Thls movang documentary of the blrth and growthit'-_ g
- of the Church of the Nazarené'in Europeis available
free from the Nazarene Publishing House.

A freew;H Offe""g on behalf of Europf*an Nazarene._ S
3 B'b’e COHGge is. requested , SR

Begm now f0 Pfﬂy that the message of thrs fnlm er move hearts o
mc[udmg your own S

" YES. PLEASE SEND - it T

'-Name--'" L

B ¥ B . R e

1 Street = SR ”';_" Cny . Stite—-_Zip._

" First chouce of showmg date

Second chouce of showmg date _

'_ !_NAZARENE PUBI.ISHING HOUSE S Church.
. Box 527 ¢

Kansas City, Mo. 64141 District -
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' d choral c,fu_u Mamber. GNLY $5.00
Name ~ w. S
' Church, Name .

" Churgh Address (str,eel) )
(eity)
(stalelprovmcel .

o CHECK or MONEY ORDER ENCLOSED 5

e b

. CHARGE TOr O Chureh
. (30-day| -~ O Persanal
- Cothen) Accoiint .

{cily). ; B
_ {slate/proyinge)
o (ZID)

s ' I.“.I.ENAS PUBL!SHJNG COMPANY :

Heturn This APPLICATlON FORM Righl Away

: Date ﬁ;__-_. l ‘:'; R
Please enrn1| me in lhe 1975 Ldtanas Choral Olub as’ tcheck pralerenco)

: My Addruss {slreo!)

Pos: Ollu:c Box 527, Kansas Cny M|55oun 641 41 o
Music Dmsion ot me Nazarena Pub!rsmng Houso '

tar heard, or heard_about,’
standing musicals co!lections and

(preferably the one

one ‘free .copy of. each. new Lillenas

at the choir director's convenlence Each
1974 member. for instance,

- Also, much of our music is recorded on. | .
--lop-quality TEMPO albums. -An caddl- '~ §:°
-tionai-$10,00 will bring a minimum of six _ i~
- raview coples of these choral albums lor,

listening analysis and’ plaasure

‘NOTE: Applications ‘accepted through;‘
“"the .end of October will recelve -all re- S
'Ieases for the ca!endar year." )

, ".._‘__. - 1575

One par, cnurcn

o, Chomr Clob p?us Rccord Optron ONLY 515 pa S

.

~ PASTORS, have you or'your muslc difec: -
thase out-

" cantatas? They were prevlewed durlng-'
. " ‘recent years by members of the' LIL-

 ILENAS CHORAL CLUB. Currem mem-
_bership, over 3, 500 ) '

" For a small $5.00 annual fee the member.-
- respongible for
' selaction of ¢hoir music) receives (1) -

--choral publication, {2} practical and.in- -
- formative music’ leadership techniques. .
" " and helps, (3) advance nolice of Litlenas . .
Music Seminars held by natlon‘ally known' e
“church musicians, and (4}.up-fo-date In-- = *{ *
- ~formation” about alt othar new Lillenas
> Musicreations' such as solo books, key-
" .. board volumas, hymnals, etc, '
: There's not a better plan anywhere tor

fkpeping abreasl of the new and the best:

: receiyed . '
- $485. 00 worlh ol choral materials. -

A Pra yer for

My Pastor and HIS Wn‘e

By Gwan Fodge ', S ".-

< I've been meaning to talk .with -
You, Father, about two people You'
* placed on my life’s. road:: my pastor
“and his wife. I guess I just want to
thank- You for their special talents
~ and the qualities that make'it a joy .-
. -to_be in ‘their church, I know that
" . their'gifts come ultlmately from You.
- For. mstnnce, whenever one of us-in: -
_the fold is very ill, or dying, they are
- ~always ‘present, giving strength and. -
““~hopethrough' the avenues of prayer
- and Your Word. On the other hand,
-they never fail to be truly-joyful on
‘occasions’ such” a8 weddings and
. births. Lord, thank You for always-
glvmg them just. what. they.need to
~-pive to.us and always Just at. the
“o 2 right time! )
y Occasmnallysplntual111ness;.
“. strikes” members . of the flock,:-and
. they care dceply about " that’ too. 1
~ know they are often in prayer “about
all of us, I know that sometimes.You
- have spoken to me becausé of their .
. prayers. T've noticed, though, that =~
- they don’t feed only the soul and . :
' " give, give. We. take, take, take. Help

neglect the body. Several times they

7,ﬂhﬂve organizéd all of us into groups
. - responsible for - prowdmg food or -

clothing. for ot.hers in need. They be-

- lieve it 18 more blessed. to. give than.
- to receive. -They have learned -this.
Afrom You and contmually teach it to

us.

-Meum!;mn.

August; 1875 .

snttm;, in the frunt oW qupportmg" ‘

him: Even when they do. not feel like .?:' ST

lt they are there.
-Qur- paqtors wife is ofteri at thej

piano or singing ~or - counseling. an

eager group of teens, then off to the -

_missionary meeting,: and home just in
.tlme to type the bulletin. '

‘Our pastor finds hlmsélf sur--
roundéd by junior boys who are lock- -

ing for a man who carea»—-and he\ .

does. S » :
Together our pnstor and wife vmt. g

'the hospital ‘or & new mother.or-a - '

grieving family. Midnight finds them -

_across town telling a wife_her hus--~ =~

band has Just been killed On another

" late évening they counsel someone

who couldn’t wait untll morning. Al.:
most every meal is. mterrupted by -

‘phone calls from people with 4 multi- -

tude of queetlons they want nnswered ‘.

" —n()w . P

But my pastor and wn[e never g:ve

-up. They are living proof of- Your-."lj" -

never gnding strength. - :
Theirs is .a hard task. 'I‘hey give,

us to.take less and give.more, Help |

_ ‘me to remember them in prayeg cach -
“day. | ask that You pour out 'a full

measure of Your. blessing on them ..

right now. Because they are so dedi- .

cated to Your work, I pray that’ they.

-will never be wanting. Besides giving -
o Each Suhdny mormng, w1thout.._._-
. fail, our pastor is in the pulplt talk-

'mg about You H)s w1fe is alwaya

them what they need to give to us,

please give them blessings just for‘
‘themselves. They're special, Father, -
80 please watch DVer, them carefully

’ Thank You v .



Ak et

et

—

T LR M o B e 5 e S e

PR

A R

Lora Lec Pm-rott. 1 dpubt |f very muny
‘song evangelists have been active eontin: -

uously as long as you and Jim. Just how

“many years have you been singing in -

revival meetings and-: summer camps? -

silver anniversary. We have traveled now

e

 more than:25. consecutive. years in the .
work nf song: cvnn;,ellsm [ guess I have -

- atayed in every kind of parsonage, hotel, .
"« and motel there is. .And incidentally,

before Jim and 1 were married, I traveled )

" with my ‘aunt, Wllma Geedmg. who also.

was an evnngehst

. Lora- I..ce Bemdes oid ume rehgson,
- what is the most important quality of the’
. traveling wife of an evungelmt" )

" Hesémary:’ Wc[l, first of ail, it is ‘nec-

essary to have some expertise. The- wnfe

“of -4 pastor in a settled ministry
;loved and appreciated by the congrcgn .

tion for herself.” She may or may not

- have special abilitiés in music, teéaching, .
“or ‘something like. that. But ‘with us on

the road, people expect me to carry my

7'ifa:r share of the- responsibility- of the
- service. For. me this includes playing the
' pmno, organ, singing with Jim, and work-

ing with the choir. But beycmd this, the -

"‘most important quality of the wife of o
" song ovangelist is a. positive, happy atti- -.
tude. I think it would be 1mposs|ble to-
. kecp slnted in: meelmga or. to even aur- o

Bl

\LORA LEE PARROT]‘ —

- An intemew wnh ROSemary Green wiie of
-song evangehst Jirn Green. Her career in. .
‘suitcases and special meatings. makes her o

A va very unusual preacher s wsfe v

~‘vive ‘the road weariness |l' TR woman

-allowed herse!f m beconte negatwe.

Lora Loes 'I‘hnt bnngs up the néxt: nnt-
~ural question. “Don’t -you get weary of

~ this et m Y]
. Rosemary Green? Actually, 1974 was our 8 eternul traveling?.

Roscmury- I think.we all. get wenry of

'"anythmg -whi¢h is - ropealed time after
time after time; I'm sure.there are pas.
‘tors’ wives who pel weary -of staying af -
‘home..I do sometimes get tited of travel..

ing, except I feel this is our place of ser-

- Vice and .a responsibility God has given R
" to Jim and me; That makes us very much .
- aware of the special compensnnons that‘-

come in our kind of ministry.

‘We' hnve hundreds “and- hundrcds 0[‘ .
pastors .and their wives as our friends - ..
- because we have stayed in, their -homes....
‘We -have  had: opportunity to. see the’

United States and .Canada in ways. that

few people are, .ever- privileged. Then -
most of all, we are in the constant atmo-. -~ -

sphere, where souls “are saved and- -sang-

in 25 years?.

The F'r'eacher's Mbgazinéf _

tified: And in these last vears there-have =%
been many special events with which God '

- hias_blessed ug both. For mat:mce. we -
worked very hard on the music for the.

~last evangehsm conference -in Kansas ‘ .
City. This. was a year-long reaponsnblllty R

- besides our regular slate.

“Lora Lee: What chnnges have you. seen_:_'j- ”
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" Rosemary: For one thing, the revivals

‘havé been shortened ‘and intensified. to

S meet_the needs of people who seein to

have much more competition for their
evemng,s than was true 25 years ago.

started on Tuesday night and lasted over

-~ two Sundnys Now .almost every church’

starts the meeting on Monday or Thes- -
day, and closes the following Sunday."

. However, I must say that in’ many ways .
- it ‘seems that we achieve as much spir-’
Citually in these shorter meetmgs as we .

used to. do-in the longer ones. Maybe o

ot,her avnn[,ehsm would not agree with

. me-on-this. And 1 think it is necessary

loday to -have -more skills and to- be”
more speciatized than it was in the be-
ginning. More of our people have music,

. training. The level of music and' pro:-

grams - in. our. churches has been rgised
considerably, Many churches have full-
time ministers of. music: | guess we just
-have to be bettenat what we're doing now
_than we were at the beginning.

_Lora Lee: | am sure that. for-a woman
. the matter of your meals and {odging. is:

".. morg important than for a man. How are:

“the ammgcments 1n most of' your meet-

Roaemary' 'I‘hmgs are much better n0w
" than they were in the begmmng Usually
we stay in hotels and motels and eat our
‘meals -in restaurants, With g many

hundreda of thousands of ‘miles ns we -

.have logged, it almosat becomes necessary..
- to.have some privacy for time alone and
-.away from people. I guess: we need to.
“have & place and time for our;souls to

entch up This ‘is much more ‘possible -
o staymg in-a private room. than with.an .
" active family in o parsonsge. Of course

~wi'must have time to work on our music .

- arrangements for botli the orchestra nnd
the choir, Bu as for meala, I rather en:

joy going: to someone’s home. Pastors’
. wives are some of the bcst cooka I have

ever expenenced

“Lora Lee: Where is home when you can
Bo home? .

. Rosemary: Cnnton Ill :
‘Lora’ Lee: How often do you get there‘?

Roaemary. We are there for two weeks
m June, three ‘weelis at Christmas, nnd

August 1975
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an‘ occasional . M'ondny That is " hardly '

time enough to get milk in the refrigera- -
~tor., However, my mother sharés our
~ home, .and things are running smoothly

" ‘when we get a chnncc to be there

. When we first began, revivals gcnerully .

Lora’ Lec- Is there any Tevival meetmg, ‘

“that: stands out above. all others in your, -

lnds over the past 25 yeurﬂ" '
Roscmary Yes, there is-one. lt was in-

".Walla Walla, Wash., with evnngehst Ray
“ Hance.I' think the reasan for this out- - -
~standing - meeting ‘wag that the people -
‘seemed to be despemte for revival and -
‘had prayer méetings in.the ¢hurch and _
in _their homes all- during. the revival.~ -

They had really prepgred for it. That is' . -
where we first used the song “How Great ' -
Thou'Art.” lncldentally. my favorite song .
at the moment s “My Tr:bute," by

"Andraé Crouch. We are u'ung 1t w1th our e

choits.

“Lora Lee: | understand you have a very"'
-speclal. kind of dmry Can you tell us
- about it?

Rosemary. Yes!' We are captlvnted mth- :
something that we started 25 years ago. .
At each revival, Jim takes ' picture of

the pastor and h_ls family, the evangelist,’
- and all other ‘special workers. We also
save a piece of the advertmmg This. Roes .
“into & specml book ‘whicki is a. pictorial
Sdiary -of all .the places where we have .
_held. revivals. Some families aré inthe:

book several times, and-as these meetings
are separated by ‘years,: it .shows the
- growth and development of the family. . -
‘We enjoy these very much.. When we -
first started out, the first book covered -

_two yenrs of revwals Since then, we have.

.gone to a book for each ‘calendar year.

* Lora Lec' Do yoil have any final word‘ '

for pastors” wives concemmg the w1fe of
*the evangelist who mny be m theu: :

. church"

Rosemary- Not. renl]y Pnators wives

~have" been generous and - ¢onsiderate -

toward me through all of these.years. 1
love them pll, I know they work very
hard and in their own way are working -

' ‘just as hard .during the revival as Jim -
~ and L. T just hope the: Tord gives all of
“us lots of love for each other, continued -
. good health, and lots of common- sense

6s we wm-k to win souls for H;m _

T ,.
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So You’re Ha vmg an Anmversary

By Elsie E Buckmaster

U

_ WE USED. TO live next door to an '

~ elderly lady whose main topic °
of conversation was her age. We were
quite young, and with that affinity

. that sometimes exists between the

- young and the old, she would talk to -
us:about, her age. She told" everyone
she was 87, going on 88. Finally her
brrthduy came, and we asked some-

dld you say?" .
‘She replied, Py 88 gomg on 89. w
-So, your church is having an im-
portant anmversary But each day it

“+.will keep on getting older: Have your

given any thought to keeping perma-
nent' records for the future? Most

" churches have a somewhat less than -

"ideal record system, Probably only a -
. few have records that are concise and

o chronologrcal ‘mostly because there

(-

~ mothing.

. early begmmngs and keep them pre- -

. seems to be no.printed guides avail-

" able. Many pastors kéep an elahorate- -
record of their ‘ministry, but. when
they leave the church, the record goes .
-with them and leaves the church wnth

Following are some suggestmns to
.. help. a local church malntam Its own.
hlstorlcal record. .

‘1. The church board should ap-
" point a church- historical committee -
asa pérmanent commlttee ench year, -

-2.. The -committee - should "collect -
‘those sentimental mementoes of the

“served in a" file or. storage cabinet
which i kept exclusively for :this .

commlttee s use. If the storage is ﬁre- .

proof it is even better

20

‘circle.

tures more often becduse the groups

‘were smaller, and it was easier to do. .
Usually more prmtmg was. done with™
- photogmphs :
‘what ‘teasingly, “How old, are you, "

. The - problem has now -gone- full

hlstoncal interest and

scrapbooks.

- Ordinary file folders will be better

than scrapbooks -or photograph al-

bums- because the. material can be
. reproduced. or displayed if needed.
L 'I‘he matcr:al should he collected for .-

The Prenchor 8 Mngazlne e

3 Almost any. record of the early L
years of any’church is- precious be- .-
‘cause as. a rule only a few written. . ..

- records will remain. Also, most .=
churches prabably took group pic- -

With ‘mimeograph or other
duplicating_ eqmpment so much -
'prmted material is now turned out - -
“that it becomes a problem to beselec- .~
- tive . and. choose "wisely what has..
'permanent
* what is temporary, Madny- churches
- and individuals may be preserving
fewer records because of this abun- -
dance. It could be more difficult to- -~
find records of the last 10 or 20 ycars Lo
than of the earlier years. - . -
.- 4. Make decisions about what‘_.. '
should be preserved and set up.some
" sort of temporary file or storage box'
to keep the material in. - o
7 5, Setupa pncture file. One word, :
* of caution; Don't do anything to pic-
‘tures or other-memorabilia that can’t - .
“be undone. Don’t rush for the paste. .- -
- or glue or the new type self-adhesive ' . °
You will  want to re- -
. arrange  the material several times -
“before you gét it 'in final form. (You - .~
.may never. get it in final form!): E

sty e e o e bR

B b

iy e it e emecany . e

-1 \-

. the 'cfmr'ch’s occasional énjoyment 80
- should be available rather than put"
- . folder or binder and indexed by year.

away too permanently. - °

You ‘may prefer to"use. ‘a three—
.- ring binder with extra- large rings, -
- and ‘place the material in’ plastic
- see-through envelopes punched for a

_ binder. As more material is donated

" to the committee, it can ensily be.
" inserted in the proper sequence by

~ - date. The use of a binder makes a"
.- . more permanent-type’ volumé and °
" also has-the advantage of bemg,easrer _

. to leok through and to carry around.
-~ The plastic ‘envelopes’ make it pos-"
- . siblen to -pee both sides of printed -

~  material without the need for han- .
"dling and are excellent for programs,
-revival advert;lsmg, or snmlar ‘mate-
rial. _ .
6..If your church is younger or 1f -
older churches have the records, it
- “would be fairly easy .to .sét up.a-
. yearly typewritten record with such™
. ,ltems as this preserved for each year: --

" a4 Name of pastor (date of arriving.
. __.or leavmg if there is a change)

- b, Names- of church board . mem:

‘ bers and departmental officers ™
* " ¢. Revivals held, with names of‘._
,'workers and the dates - :

“d. Other spemal occaslons or 1m~

e portant serv:ces : _
. .e, Probably "the lmportant busx-'
" ‘riess or progress. “of each year could
-be summed up in a pargraph or two.
“The . whole . record . for .each

. -

year )

' éhcuid not take over. two_cr 'th‘ree.‘

pages of typing and could be keptina’ -

- Above all, date and label every-

thing as you. go. Add the year to o

your. date on. revival advertising. As
soon - as any photographs are re.

.ceived, 1dent1fy everyone in the pic- |-

ture, if it i a small group, and write e
the date, the names, and the occas -
sion on the back: '

~The pastor or. church secretary

'shouid be. -encouraged -to- keep-.a

chronological ' list of ‘members re-

'cewed not just an alphabetrcal list.

'Most churches probably have dt
least. one person who likes. to keep

- this sort of record. With goals defined . *
"and an outline of what is needed, the -
. committee can seek donations of ma-: .-

terial. ‘The archives of -any ¢hufch -

could be preserved for future years = .
'.-wrthouta lot of tmuble——lfyou begm R
“ROW.. “ B
How many . churches have such
.minimum records ‘as a good: picture
. of each pastor that ‘has served. the -

* church, or pietures of different build: " »
ings if the church has changed'loca- . 7

- tions, or a complete-list-of Sunday. -
_'school superintendents, NYPS and
- NWMS presidents? * . .

-We Tforget -sometimes that today_‘ '

" will'be history tomorrow. Don't forget . .
to keep records and pictures of today -~ -
~while you ‘are trying to piece together '
* the yesterdays. Why not get it all
‘together hefore 1t 1s too late" R

0!

SN

- .

S ":Ever stop to take notc how our glrls nnd our boys " -
"+ ' Tread along in the paths we have led them, .

L _How their splntunl stature and physical-form - - N | 'j : »\  ¥

" Besr the marks of the food we have fed them" e

= Well, my brother, remember the Lord has. ordnmed :

* < 'That-each man leave his image behmd him; .

Aml our children are blessed above all if they're lel‘t :
Wlth n hentnge rich ta remmd them! '

*Augusi, 1975

- ‘——-Roy ) OR Mchleb
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« "Are You Sure, Lord?"

: I 'AM A YOUNG MINISTERIAL student at
' a holiness college. I am studymg -

in the field of evangellsm as my wife

.- and I feel at this time that th:a is
‘our-calling. ‘

-Recently we had: the rare experl-

" . ence of holding revival services: in -
conjunctlon with vacation Bible

school. I was asked to give s closmg

presentation to the children at VBS. -
At first T was reluctant, as.-1 knew .
~ the age group would be so varied and

~ the attention span so short that it -

would ‘be a tremendous job for’ the
best of speakers—Ilet alone a student.
After ‘much . prayer, consideration,

.and, reading, I sat down late one

evening to prepare the devotional.

. The more I tried to put thoughts on

" paper, the more I realized it wouldn’t
‘do. Then in my. struggle God gave

- me an insight for the presentation.

" During the delivery 1 was amazed,’

I had almost everyone’s attention the

. entire 10-12 minutes. An invitation

was given and nearly 50 children

. came to the altar. ‘Many. shed tears

. a8 they asked Christ into their lives. -

" The next few days all went well-
. with both ‘the-revival and the VBS.
". Then-late’ Saturday mght as [ pre-

',pared for_the Sunday morning ser-

o vice, I felt the sermons I had _}USL_‘

bv

Boutbonnais .,
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WayneE Duncan -

dldn’t seem’ to ﬁt I prayed and L

attempted. to prepare a. totally new. . .- R
~sermon, but it wouldn't come. Fora - ]
preacher to. know that thhm afew -

hours- he will stand before a congre-

" gation w:thou; a serinon he feels =~ .
clear about is quite a shock—a feel- - - |
ing between wanting to run away and -

wantlng to cry. I felt gréat pressure
‘Then a strange thing ‘took place.
My attention- wag

tion God. .

- “Are You sure, Liord? Tt seems 50
" irrational, How will adults react toa
children’s message?” - Yet I felt as cer. "~
tain about it as- anything I had everr - -
~done for God: I'went to bed confi- .. -
'~ "dent that this was what God wanted, -
“As I waited through the prel:m-,' e

;'marles 1 dori’t remember ever being .
. 80 -nervous, The ‘message was de-
- livered in. almost the same etyle al- 0
most_word-for-word as’ “during VBS..

As the altar call was given, T began ;
‘to ‘pray silently. Never had I felt
more at ease after ‘any message. 1 -
 had’ dellvered ‘myself before men in" -
“the presance -of my Lord. I- had glven
the simple to the. ears of the pro--‘
~found, ‘.- '
-1 .didn't understand why unul .
.. man and his'wife began weeping and -
. came forward to open their lives coni- ™ . .
“pletely to Christ. I stood in ‘amaze-
ment at the living Saviour. I didn’t .
" understand it or why it worked that
‘way. I would have done it differently. -
:Yet T was glad'to have felt His gentle =~
leading and ‘His using my l:le to en- o

rlch the llves of others

o The Proachers Magazlno DO

eing - drawn-to"’
"that children’s devotional of a few
-days earlier. I began 1o feel I was to A
‘use.that same message “for-the adults - -

. on Sunday mornmg -1 began Lo ques- e

P

- - paying for”
. One Check Left,” Chnatlan Athfete
. Nov., 1974, p. 31)..
o Gary Warner even put some flll o
.~ ing” in. He supports the first state-
. ment——“Anythmg worthless you
. enjoy first' and then pay for'—by..
© - referring to Mea_es ,a_nd how, he. had
L :sin for a -
- season” (Heb 11:95) but dec:ded not’
< ta. And Rom. 6:23 remmds us of the i
- prlce paid for sin—death. . : -
- Warner <closes  hii column w1th
" these, tremendous words: *“Lord, we .
~ ¢oine as athletes and coaches who'are
. " spiritually bankrupt. We've only one
= theck left, Father. Help us realize -
. that-if we ll write it on Your accounl .'f
we won't. have to” worry' about lt:
- lbouncmg - .

THE

erAnrnN@ POINT

+

Anythmg Worthwh:le
Is:Worth Paying For -

1 gathered this from the Chr:s'uan -
: :Athiqte and Gary Warner: -~ '
=7 “Anything - worthless - yuu enjoy :
" first and then pay for, . .° :

"Anythmg worthwhlle you pay fnr

first and then-enjoy.

“Anythmg worthwhlle is worth
(Gary Warner

the choice to “enjoy .

-We Really Do Need
B Each Other. -~

l came aCross thle interesting stery

. in Bits and’ Pteces -a small maga-

zine that crosses my desk. A troop of

bny acuuts were hlkm[, in the: wondq

o Augusl 19‘!5

““Only -

" By C. NEIL STRAIT

Pulloa !oylo”\venu- Chur(h of the Na;u:em- Rocene, Wu .

-and came. across an abandoned sec-r _
" tion’of railroad track. Edch im turn .-
" tried - walking ‘the rails but would’
eventually lose his balance and fall. -

"Then two boys decided that i they
held ‘hands—balancing each others

* they could walk-the full length of the
" track without any difficulty. : ce

~ Hereé is-a beautiful. picture of the.

umty and support needed within the - -

Church. 1 ain reminded of Reuben

. Welch’s book  We Really Do Need .“j‘-
. Each Other. - '

“The church fannly ehould be sup o

Gettmg Heady to Travel L

"In Josh. 3:1-6, there is the story of

crossed” (Josh. 3:1; NASB") -
“The follownng ‘verse reveals that

they were there at least three dayv, e
~But 1%ee in this the pianmng, prep- . -

aration stage so.necessary. for any
Journey Too" frequently the ‘excur-

AN quulntmns “from tho Ncw Ammcan .Srandnrd N
. Bible, copyright & The Lockmsn Feundation, 1940, )

1962, 196:3,-1968, 1971, are used by permission. ‘

.23

« portive, helpful, caring—they qhould SRR
,belanee each other. in the hard mo-.
ments R e

+“Joghua’ getting the people. ready to
cross the Jordan. The context finds . .
the people coming’ from Shittim to.

"Jordan, and then this phrase occurs: -
“They lodged" there before - they

. sions of life are made.without proper. o
. plans, without fnrethought wnheuta
. destmatmn in mind. o

-l
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The second necessrty for any spir-
- -itual journey is revealed in vergses 3 '’
" and 4, where it speaks of the ark—or

a 'symbol- of the presence of God.

will do -wonders among you'

. (NASB). The promises of G_od_are.'
strength and suppart for the journey.

Our'journeys with God ever take us
over untraveléd roads and into-new

. 'country Joshua remmded the people
" that they had not *passed Lh:s way_,
“before” (v. 4, NASB). -~

So-our personal pmpﬂr‘atlon—-by

. way of commitment—and" following

His presence, and drawing strength’

~from His promises, will bring us to
.our destination, And while'it may be

- unknown, “it- w1ll bc thc rlght place
‘~;'forus . e .

-

The Challenge of
Preachmg

.- Every spiritual journey: is doomed to’ -
. disaster without .God’s- guidance. -
"Thi ‘third necessny for any" Spl!‘- :
7 itual journey.is a.promise. Theré i isa
- fantastic one in verse 5: “Consecrate
© youtselves,” for ‘tomorrow the Lord'

- mony for'a ‘quarter of a century "[‘omght R
——— are celebrating their twenty-fifth.

John Klllmger has. ertten a valu- ’

" able book, The Centrality of Preach-

ing. In the book:he quote_s what a

. mani said of his minister: .
I cannot stand to hear him preach, he
“tortures me so. It is as though he looks -
. through a window in my heart and knows
- exactly: what I feel, exactly what I am:
 thinking. He senses fcelmgs in‘me I-have
- niot gven realizéd 1 felt, so that they stnke"_ .
. . me with the force of sudden recognition. ™
", I cannot stand it, But neither can [stand -
*.not to hear him. When I miss a week, as™
-F'sometimes -must, 1 .feel ‘ag if somc un-.
‘bedrable heaviness, like a. fog or a mist, -
" had settled on.me for the week (John'i'

Killinger, The Centrality of Preaching in
the Total Task .of the Ministry, Word

“ Books, 1969, ‘p.- 21. Used with perm:a-'-

sion). -
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What a challenge preachmg really :

“the Lord, but for these two—after 25 ~ ..
yeara—-—it_;' rel')r'caen'_ts a renewing of their =
commiunjon with each other., (Commu- .
nion -is served while the organ:st plays '

" “The Lord's Prayer. ") o T

- Twenty-fifth Wedding "
Anmversary Ceremony "

lt is a- beautiful thing .when a couple o

have been joined together in holy matri-

year as husband and wife, and we arc

‘horiored to witness a renewing of -the .
" covenant these two mnde to each other'
B .25 years aga, . - )

You- have. shared many )oys and S0r-
- rows, -hard places and smooth, through .
These experiences have .
--served to-draw you closer to-each-other. -

‘1 charge -you tomght to reaffirm- thc-
-meaningful covenart you-made 25 years

these years.

ago and to let it live again in a new

freshness.. As you continue to. express -
complete Lruat in each:other,~may you
cxperlcnce the very rare and ardent de.
gire-and limitleas abilities fo put yourself

always.in the loved one’s position and to

- get from-that viewpoint. Never let a day .
_ 21 Tove you,” in -’
“-some word or act, And. finally, may you .
. continue to bring. Christ into every deteil

" of your life that*He may.live -through
" ‘your.love for each other to bless and en:
tourage others as !ong as you hoth shall S

go by without saying,.

'lwe
* Song:’ “Whlther Thou Goest" '
_Néw you will repeat, the vows for re-

newing your covenant: “[, —-—-—, renew -
.my covenant with you, ——, to have .
and to hold, from this. day forward, for -

. better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in-
gsickness and.in health; to love and to . .
chérish, "til death us do part, according -
to God's holy- ordinance, and thercto |

pledge thee my faith.”™ .,

‘At the Last Supper many ycars ago
_.when Christ was with His disciples for - -

the final-time, He instituted a remem-

brance of himself. We call it the Lord's .

Supper or Holy Communioh, Tonlght
this representsnot oply communion with

Prayer R

' Submmed by Earl Paul. I?.uhcrmnn Paslnr
Church of the Nazarcne Arvndn (‘olo '

The Freacher s Maga;lr\e '

O PSS O

bcmwuns Luke 16: 1 12

(L

August 3
A SHREWD MANAGER (16 8)

INTIIODUC'I‘ION ‘This is one ot‘ the many
parables found only in Luke's.Gospel. It :
"is 'usually called ‘the parable of the un-
just steward (or the dishonest steward):
“The Greek .word for “steward” literally
“menns “house manager.’ " So the heading -
for this paragraph in the. New Interna-.

" “tional Version is’ “Thc Parable of thc

~Shrewd Manager
- From time’ rmmemorral thw passage

'haa been a difficult .one to interpret.-

-Jesus seems to be condoning dishonesty,
if not, mdeed commending it. So we need -

to look a ‘little-more carefully. Certamly ‘

. the Master was aeekmg to.teach’ A vahd
lesson: But what was it? : o

S L Tm:'. MANAGER'S" Paoawu (vv i ,2)

‘Jesus told a story about a rich man
whose managér was accused of waatmg
"his master’s posacesrons S0 the- propr|e~
-tor called him in- and: ask_ed ““What is.
‘this I hear about you? Give an account
" of your management because you cannot
be manager any longer" (NIV).* It was a -
crucml moment. The man saw thnt hrs
game was up :

1L Tue MANAGERS PROPOSITION (vv ‘1 7)
_At first the manager was deeply dis-

' tressed; “*What shall I do now? My mas- -

Cter is takmg away my job. I'm not strong

. énough to dig, and I'm ashamed to beg”
(v ‘3, NIV) .His had’ been a sol't life of -

’All quomt:onn from The New lnlernatlonul Ver

‘ ‘sion, copyright ® 1973 by. the ‘New York Bible -

-Society lntematlona! are uned by pcrml,mon
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© (v. 4, NIV).

 nlguOr il

Suddenly it came to him. T’ know what

. “self-indulgence so that hé was incapaci-
. tated for hard labor; and his position car:
~ried high' statiis—he didn’t want to }om
the beggars on the street,

I'll do-so that, when I.lose my job here, o

people will wecome me into their houses”

The man rephed “E1ght hundred gal- :

“lons of olive ‘eil” (NIV). This séems to us-
" like a large amount. But in those days = -
‘olive oil was used with food, as a halm,

. and for fuel in clay lamps. |

. The manager told the mna “Take your s

bxll sit down quickly, and make it four

count it 50 percent
“Then he’ asked the second ‘man’ how

: .much he owed. *A. thousand buahela of
~ wheat, " the man answered. .

Ta hlm the: manager said, “Take your
" bill and make_ it elght hundrcd"—a 20

'percent cut. : :
‘Someone, has, suggcsted that the re- R
duced hllls may have. repreaented thc :

"

. By Ralph Earle -~

. Prolessor of New Testamant .

. Nazarens Theologlcal Samlnary
Kansas Cily Mo ' :

He called in each of hrs
- master's debtors. To the first he said, ...
*How much do you Owa ‘my master"" N
. (NIV)..

_hundrcd *'In’ other words, he was to dis- .. )
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. “"him, and the debtors were ol)hgalcd to -
: qhnw their grat:tude to the manager. .

P

b *
'

correct amounts, thc manager having . thc r1ght use of thenr money, so that ut

common in those dnys, to say nothing of

manager actually received whﬁt was due

Changmg these amounts- on the bill
was a very simple mattér. Farrar explains
what . was_involved: “Since Hebrew nu-
‘ierals were letters [of the alphabet}, and

~* ‘since Hebrew letters differed but slight-

_“padded” them by the 100 percent and -
the 25, percent Such dlshoneqty was very.

-now. If this suggestion is correct, then the .

the close of their life on earth they mlght

be “welcomed into eternal dwellings” (v. -

9, NIV). Now He gives a graphic illustra-.
tion of one who failed to do this, Con-" .
-trasted with him is a poor man who was - .

helplcqq The two men-were widely sep-

L nratcd in llfe m dcnth, nnd after death

. I‘ 'I‘wu MFN IN Ln-t- (vv. 19 20)
One can hardly imagine.a grcatcr con-'

" trast than there was bétiveen the twu men’

ly from each other, a very trivial forgery .

- would represent a large’ dl[ferericc

. lII.,’I‘na_MAsmns COMPLIMEN’I‘, (v. 8) o

“The lord” doesn’t mean Jesus or God;

but rather the master of the house. 'I‘he.
: correct translation of this verse is: “The -
. master ‘commended the dishonest man-’

" ager because he had acted shrewdly: For -
. the pedple of this world are more shrewd

in dealing with their own kind than are

" ‘the people of the light (NIV). . " .-

- ; Auguat 10

. Scnu'ruma Luke 16 19 31 _ _
IntrRODUCTION: T the previoua parable"

. This statement of Jesus poses a real.
‘challenge to ug'as Christians. We might

put it this way: *'Are we as_eager, en:

- thusmstlc. and persistent in “seeking’ tq
" win people to Christ as successful sales- .
. men- are in closing deals?” .(Earle,

‘ “‘Luke." Wesleyan Blblc Cammentary,
- 4:298). . : :

i CONCLUleN On firat mght vcrsa 9 seems'
" obscure. Tt should: read: “I tell you, ‘usé -

worldly wealth to. gain frlcnds for your--
" selves, so’ that -when it is gone,: you

‘will be welcomed into.eternal dwellings”
(NIV). Farrar comments; “We turn

mammon into a friend, and madke our-

. selves friends by its means, when we use_
~ . riches not as our own ‘to squander, but as
-:God’s to. employ in deeds of. usefulness’
.-and mercy” (The Gospel Accardlng to .
. Luke. p '35)

THE RICH MAN AND LAZARUS
(16 25)

Jesus had warned. His hearers to make

26 .

. Jesus “described. The . rich mdn .
.. dreised in purple and fine linen and lived .

“was

in luxury every day’’ (NIV). “At his gate

pathetically they: _I_lcked his-open sores.

. - was laid a beggar.named Lazarus, cov-. -
‘ered with sores and Iongmg to eat what
“fell from the rich. man’s table” (NIV). .
Only the - dogs took pity.on him. S8ynmi:. ..

" Perhaps some antiseptic qualities in their L
_ saliva was actually a bleaging. They were. "
more “humah" thnn the hnrdhcnrtcd rlch Lo

- man. - :

:if TWO"MLN: IN Dmn (v. 22) LT

Tlle main truth that th:s verse suc- )

processmn—-up to 32 at ttmes

. L. Two MEN Av'n-:n DEATH (vv 22 31} _
- - Immediately after. death:the positions -
. of these two men were md:cally reversed,

“The rich man found bimself in “hell”—

-.'cmctly but vividly - portrays”is that all .
‘men must die—the wealthy. as wellas the
poor, the educated ns well as the igno- "~
rant, the cultered as well bs the crude o
'Death is no respecter of persons. ' Lo
“The- secondnry ‘emphasis is” on ‘their T
difference in.death.’ I{ may well be that
Lazarus starved to death, while the rich
mian ate and drank himself to death. We '~
"don’t know what happened to the body -
.of Lazarus; perhaps the dogs ate it. But
" his spirit. was carried by dngels to Ab-
raham’s bosom. On .the othér hand, we .-
.are toid that the rich man died “and was
‘buned"-—-probably with great pomp-and’
“ceremony. Pallbenrers bore his body ina *-
. long procession, to the cemetery In Taic:
-wan’ today, tha wealthlcr a4 man is,- the
- moré pallbearers theré are in the funieral ‘

Greek Hades, the place of departed spir-

*_jts—"iin torment.”" He looked up and saw.
Lazarus in paradise.- Being a. Jew, he -
" called out, “Father Abraham,” and asked:
_ to have anarus,come and cool-his tongue

Tho Proactier’s Magazing -
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| ““with a drop of wa’tef. “h’ccau.ﬁ.e'_ll‘ am’in -
" mgony-in this fire” (v. 24, NIV},

The two opening words. of Abrnhnm 8

'_'rep!y, “Sori, remember” (v. 25), consti-

fute the text for today. One'of the worst

_dspects of hell will be the gnawing worm

of ' meémory. To remember missed oppor-

- tunities for being saved—that will be hell:
“indeed. “Someone has said that the
" saddest words are, ‘It mlght have been.”

- Abraham’s, answer was that an’ im-

". . passable gulf separated the two men,
. 'This underscores the.awful fact that aftc_r

" death evetything is fixed and irrevocable.

It is either: paradme or torment forever. "

- And the choice is made in this life;

~ The former rich man-in his agony then
'_rnsked that Lazarus go and: warn . the .-

" man's five brothers so that they would

o THE ‘SIN OF INGRATITUDE (17 17)
-Scmp'rum: Luke 17 11 19 .

" ‘not_follow. him to the’ place of torment.

The stiiking truth of verse 31 is vividly

e

T

:so'thnt-the-y_might nizain join the com-...
. munity nf-fnmiiy and friends:

If. Ten MEN HEALED w. 14y -
Jesus called back to the men, “Go‘shew

-yourselves unto the priesls.” Only a-
. priest could pronounce ‘them clean and fi t

to be in society again .(Leviticus 13).
Obediently they staried out. But “as they -

. went, they were cleansed.” The lesson we

need ta learn is that obeying Jesus dlways
brings blessing:.-And He healed them nll .
there wm, no discrimination. - _

1. ONLY.. ONE MAN THANKFUL (vv 15-
9 . .
- When the 10 Iepers dlscovered thatf
they ‘were healed, one of them “turned-
back, and with a laud  voice .glorified

“God."” Falling on his face at Jesus’ feet, . -
"+ he fervently expressed his thnnks for thc. e
" miracle of healing. . -
illastrated and- proved -in the case of ..
-~ d@nother Luzarus who, did rise’ ‘from the:
* dead. Instead.of listening to"him, <the -

" . people tried to kill him (John 12: .10}

“»And he was a Samaritan."’ This |nc=-' .

.dent is found- only in Luke, the Gospel .
"nf the poor, the. sinner, the Samaritin.
{(compare the parable of the Good Samar-. -
‘itan}. Evidently one of Luke's, purposes

in relntmg this story was to show how the

" . Samaritans weré actually. sometimes bet-

August 17

- IntRODUCTION: What is the. most mexcus-

.~ able 8in? One might maké out a fmrly
. long list, but he would probably wind. up
.. with ingratitude in-first place.. It is the

gin for whach thera is no excuse.

1 TEN MEN N NEED (vv. 12 13)

‘As Jesus was heading toward Jernsa'-

" lemfor the'last time, He encounlered 10 -

lepers. They: “stogd afar off,” .83 requ:red

by the law (Lev: 13: 45-46). :
Calling loudly so as to be. heard they

- “said; “Jesus, Maater,. have mercy on. us:

The Greek word for “Master” is epistata, .

found only in Luke's Gospel -(six times).

It medns “chief* or*‘commander,” a title -
.. of authority, Evidently ‘these lepcrs ‘be-
“ .. lieved that Jesus had. power to "heal-

them. Probably they had heard how He

: -had healed .others.

These 10 men wére in desperate need:

- They had a disease that sepm‘ated them,
from_society. Isolated and lonely, they
’ longed to be clennsed from. theu’ leprosy :

Augusl 1975 B

saved you.

 ter peeple than the. legalistic Pharisees.
':And this contrast is still true today,

" Looking down at the grateftil man - '

;. -lying befor¢ Him, Jesus asked the perti- -

nent” twofold question: “Were_there not ..

‘ten cleansed? but where are the nine?”
"Where were they" Ungrateful wretches,

they went on their way without even the -

“common decericy of a “thank you.’

‘We condemn them readily, But how of-~
ten.does God bless us and we forgct to
thank . Him? Ingratitude is' a major ‘sin_°

- and we are too-ensily guilty. .

The one who returned to expresé hls
thanks was a “stranger" (v..18); that is, '
"furelg‘ner -Are_people ‘outside the

: church more thoughtful and courteous '

than those: inside? . ‘
'Becausé .he came back to show hl‘i )

"grutltude. ‘this Samaritan received ‘an
- 'added blessing. Jesus said to him, “Arise,
' ‘go thy way: thy faith hath made thee

whole.” The verb: literally. means “has -
" It may well be that Christ
conferred spiritual salvation on this one
whose body had been- healed. No one
ever thanks God without. receiving more

for. whlch to thnnk Hlm. L

ot
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REMEMBEH LOT’S WIFE (17 32)

' Scmwum-r Luke 17:20-32 -

_ INTRODUC’I‘ION One . day “the, Pharisees _
came to Jesus, asking when the kingdom-
of God was going to come. (v. 20}, They”

meant the Mesqrnmc ‘Kingdom, whrch
the. Jews were engerly awaiting, )

The- Mﬂbter s reply was, “The km;,dom'_
of God cometh not- w;th _observation”; .
~ that is, with outward show of by abserv-
" ing the skics.: Rnther “The-kingdom of
-God “is ‘within you.' _
. Christ it was already ip their midst. Also |
" " the true kingdem of God is inward and
- gpiritual, the rule of God in the hearts uf .
. people.” : -
+._ Jesus went on 10 warn Hrs heurers that.
_ the time would -come when' they would
. long to See “one of the days of the Son
“but would be dmappmnted--
Then He declared that His coming would '
- b like lightning (v. 24). But first the -
'Messmh must suffer {v. 25} .

I Tk Davs oF NOAI{ (vv 26- 27)

. Those were times of extreme lawlws--
. ness.:We read in ‘the Qld. Testamént:
.. “And- God saw that the .wickedness. of -
" man was grent in. the-earth, and that
every imagination of the thoughtq of his -

heart was only evil continuatly” (Gen.-6:

lnrge a segment of society today. Arg we

“in. *“the. duys of Noah"? We-have much '

reason for giving an efﬁrmﬂtlve answer to

‘ . that question;- ST
" IL. Tue Davs or LOT‘-(W."ZB-:ZQ}

What kind of deys were these? We read

" that the people “‘were ‘eating, drinking,
~ buying, scllmg. planting and building”
- (NIV). What's wrong with all this? The
_-answer is, “Nothing.” But the fact was °
©that they ignored God. Secularism i§ one
- of the greatest threats to the (‘hurch N
.': today. '
" ‘Moreover, we know l"rom hrstory that .
the besetting sin of ‘Sodom: was-sedomy -
" —what we now call homosexuellty. The
: phenomennl upsur;,e ‘and ‘acceptarce of -
this gin in recent years spells ill fer the .
. future of Western society, -
“'‘Remember Lot's wife” (v. 32) Be-'
' “cause her- hcnrt was 1n Sodom she per -

+

v

*“In the person of

- night,
pray more enrnestly and srnnem to repent

-*5). This descnptmn fits altogetlier. too ot onee,

‘1. Two oN ONE Jon (v 35) .
.Clearly. the “'twd" here would be wom-. -
. en, for only they would be *
. gether.'
- hand mill that the women used for grind-

biscuits.
‘Palestine: sitting side - by. ‘side on the .
~ground. They both had their: right hang.
~ on a knob which' turned the- upper mill- o
_ ptone: The two millstones wére about as
-large as dinner plates:in circumference.

Sy

: lehed wrth lt 'I‘hrs is a solemn warmng
- to nll-of us toda_y

-

August 31
THE GHEAT SEPARATION (17 34)

N Scmwune Luke 17: JJ o

‘-"_lNTuouUcrmN Life is full of sepnmitmm
"many of ‘them painful and some. trau.

matic. Death brings aepumtlon ‘often ac.

mrlhem of sepamtwns

l 'l‘wo v ONE BFD (v '34}

The word "men is italicized, rndrcut-

.ing that it/is not in the original. Actually

both “two-men’ (v. 34) and.“two. wom-
en” (v. 35) sre. exactly the same -in the
Greek— the smgle word duo, whlch sim- .
ply means “twe.””

“In today’s society- the np'pllcutlon

would primarily be a man and wife. One -
~ will be taken, the other left. Everyone -
-'famlhﬂr with ‘the Church knows that -
_there are thousinds of devout Christian
-women with ‘unsaved- husbands.’

Unless
there is-a ehnn;,e, these husbands wou!d
bo left behind if Jesus should comé to-
This should - stirChristians' to -

."grindin'g to:
' The reference is to the little.

ing" grain each . ‘morning 1o ‘mike: fresh
We. have seen two women. in

. Jesus said that these two women, ‘work-

" ing so closely’ together, would be sep- -
“arated -at His second. coming.. What a-

tmgedy' And 1t wrll “all hnppen 80 qulck

"..

II.. Two N One me (v ‘36) o
+This verse is not in mosat of the Greek

mnnuecnpte of Take's Gospel, But it-js*’

found in Mutthew 24:40,. nnd 80 we -n-.

'.,compemed with deep sorrow, But’ the :_‘
Second Coming will alse_be a-time of

s

The Preechora Magazine -
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elude rt here for a balanced sermon out

line.

In. those days both men and wumen'
- worked in the f'elds ‘a8 in many. coun-
So thrs reference is more

n the others. :

'l‘eday it-might mean two peopie lo- ) -
gether ini any legmmnte walk of life. At~

The important iebn.on in all tlm is

" wafning to s to be sure that we are the
- one-who will'be caught up. with. Christ,
- not. the one who will-be left hehind. There -

s no prrw too lngh ln pay for tlnq cer- '
‘.‘:mnty Yoo S

. Finding the Truth-
. About the Holy Splrlt

: Sumrrmu- Acts 18: 24—19 7

""'I‘Fxr.__“When -they heard this, they were
- baptized in the name of the Lord .le‘;uq.,

And when Paul had laid his hands upon

tmn of Apollos, -

: 2,-Paul vwlte Epliesus hOOl) nfter Apol- .
" lus lcnves. '

3. Paul encounters the 2. drqcrplea

,Gwe background on . ldentlty of these:
" men. Show that they are believers.” .
-+ 4, Paul asks the question, “Have yc)ur_‘
B 'recewed the Holy. Spirit?"! .

I These 12 searched for truth abnut
" the Holy Spirit.: :

11, These : 12 prepnrcd themselves  for .A ’

truth about the Holy Spirit.-

. the Hoiy bpml

- Auguse 1975

‘the Second Comlng ther;e wrll be mnny"
. sepatations,

shows us one great truth—that without _
. the Holy Spirit there, can be; no cnmp]ete

Christianity.”
Has the Holy Splrlt come upon yuu’
DEm. G. Keerer

(.

- ‘_'-Kee'p Me,-@ Lord '

SCRIPTURET Psalm 141

'.;'I‘rxT Vv. 3-4-

3 INTRODUCTION

. them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and
they. spake with tongues, aml prnph- S
“esied” {Acts 18 5- b) :

" INTRODUCTION:- L
i Background ecrrpture und explmm- '

R (| 8 These 12 -received the truth- nhuut v HE Desines Purity 18 Two Anms

"CONCLUSIDN As Wallmm Barcluy 80 ndc- -
& "quntely steted "The whole. mmdenlr

- 1. Satan a very real’ enemy
2. We need help when he aqc.eults
“ 3. Turn to (‘od

I PLhA FOR ProLecuon-—“SeL a watch
- O Lord"

~ A. David recogriized a need for pnw- '7 T

et boyond his own,; -
R ¢

et

He turned to the God whn hnd',
called “him te holiness, that He

-might help lum attain. that cell-‘ o

,mg a v

TG We pmy to Gad- wlm elone i nble ‘

to answer prayer. -

“D. Prayer is not a: mere psychother-
_apy-=it . is real commumcntmn.

.1t is t God that wé must enmmrt
- the kecpnu, of our souls.

ll CONLmN OVER' 'rm‘ “MOUTH AND. st '
A, Jesus warned that what ‘was in-".

" gide defiled a man, and-it would

-~

... apeech, -

. -BDavid :was not cnncerne‘d wrth' '
© covering. evidence, but wunled i

deeper ‘watch.

evidence ltself through the'

C. His.speech would be’ clenn he- S

- cause he was clean.

IIl Puruw THE Dt.srn?.‘.—é“lrucltne not my‘ .

. heart™ -
L ACAlL sm ‘begins wrth desrre

e evrl
will purify. "

in enrly stage than later on..

. A. Praéticing wicked deeds . :
" . 1..Does not want to commit evil
2. Pnrt of rmrncle of new .hl!'th

Wlthout God ‘we_tend to" dc;nre :

B.
C. Prt,sence of Holy Sprrlt in fullness
D.

'{‘emptation mere euslly r(.slsled{ o

. 29-
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" B Partnkmg in- the fru:ts of w1cked ‘

ness ‘v

- 1..There is tempornry gain in sin;’
2. Wants nothing to do with Lven -

" the resuits..

- 3..Wants to be pure afterthe fact. -

C By avondmg these, he would ovmd
Judgment on these gins, . ¢

© Concrusion: - - T
1. David enjoyed a fe}lowship with God

to the extent he loved righteousness.
-2, Satan still asgaulted him. -
3. He recognized his need: of help.
4 'He committed his way unto God. -

'(v 10)
6. We may have to qtand alone but it
TS worth it. K

. - PAUI N VAiI

-

" BULLETIN '.BA'RREL_ o

: GAMES
CHURCH PEOPLE PLAY

DROP THE HANDKERCHIEF s
game a person actepts a responsibility, = -
then goes around the circle-until he can " "

. drop it behind some unsuspecting person,

- whereupon he runs very. fast (usually out = -

-of town every Sunday) 80 hc wont gct

7_ caught. ) . )
TAG:; This is a rcal fun game. because 1t L

- puts, ministers at a disndvantage where
_'thie odds are 1,000 to. 1. The. fules are

- . very simple—in fact there is only oné:’

Every time you visit me, Tl come to 'I‘ry using strange phrases like: “T'll help .-~

wash the. dmhes,"‘"Yes."_“’I‘hank you,"‘
.and “Please.” Lo '
Tty 'to understand: their music. Play o
Glen Miller's “Moonlight Serenade” on -
. the stereo, untll you become accustomed-
‘to the sound.. ‘ :
Be patient with, the underochlcver
‘When you catch your dieting mom sneak-
.. ing salted nuts,- don't show your dis-
"_npproval ‘Tell her you-like fat moms.
Encourage them to. talk ahout thear o

church one Sunday Or "'I‘ag me at home;
I'll tag-you in the puiplt ¥ Sounds fair

. enough; except with one person playmg'
" -against several hundred, the minister-has
" a-hard tlmc knowmg whoe ":t" all the
o time.

" HIDE AND SEEK Here is a game wrth _
" lots of excitement and personal satisfac-

¢ tion. A member of the chirch hides i a
bed in a room down a'leng corridor on the

. upper lcvcl of a hoamtal The objcct is for

_30. -

. He, dctermmed ‘o do rlghtcousnc% "

‘the mi_ni.ster‘to ﬁnd‘him.\‘lt"u“pgeinet thei.
rules for anyone to tell the minister where
. this person-is. If the minister loses the

game, the member enjoys the victory by
telling everyone; “I'was in-the hospital for

"two weeks-and the mmlster dldn t come -
.to see.me the el’llll’(‘.‘ time,” . - -

! KICK BAWL: Purpose: to demomlne
the wholé church. A small team igenoingh ~
to play ObJECl. Kick about everything -
‘that is done.and bawl lfyou are asked to L

hclp_ﬁ

. e w0

MODERN AGE

: Thxs is the age
.~Of the half-read page K
" And the quick hash = -
And the mad dash

: The bnght mght
~With the nerves nght .
The plane hop - .
And the brzef stop

.‘_The lamp tan’ i ' A

In a short span,
) The ‘big.shot
And a good spot.

-And the brain strains
. And the heart pains .
-+ And the cat'naps . D
Till the spring snaps— = -
" - And the fun's done! . .

» P .
_HOW.TO GET ALONG
WITH YOUR PARENTS
Don't be afraid to spenk thelrlanguage

P Tho Preachers Magazino '

.Submltted by B:lly W Johnson.—j o

problems. Try to keep in mind that to
them things' like .earning a living- and .
'pnym;, off the mortgage seem impértant, - .
-~ . Be tolerant with ‘their appearance.
. When your dad gets ahaircut, dont-

feel personally humiliated. Remember,

“it’s important Lo Jook like his peers.

And most.vital of all: If they do' some:

) .thmg you consider wrong, let thern kriow
-it’s their behawor you dmhkc, not them

E{]EE}E AND TFI]{]IEERE

.‘.I...Il.'I"'l..lIF..I‘........I...I...I.'Q..

AMONG BOOKS

Conducted by tho Editar

Remember, parcnte need to feel thcy are . -
loved L :

< I A A

A Sundoy school - cless was bcmg_ '
qulzzed on the story of the prodigal son.

. The teacher asked, “Who was 8OITY when :

the prodigal son rcturned"" : .
" After some deep thought, httle Jne
smd “The fntted calf"' : :

Ali books rovlewed may be ordered from ‘

>

.,‘_

Ephesmns (An Expos:tlon)

- ‘By W, A. Criswell (Zondervan Pubhsh ‘
- ing House. 1974, 308 pp., cloth, $6. 90)

This is'not a word-by- word .examina-.
* tion of Ephesmns, but rathier a commen:

tary on its doctrinal truths, Originally

- delivered as sermons, the- chapters deal

* with such subjects: as the reality.of God, . -

- the doctrine of predestination; the new . -

" crention, the mystery of the: Church, the .

. .unspcakable riches of Christ, filied. w:th;

. the Spirit, and others, His message on .

_“The One Baptism™ will not offer com- -

,fort to those who believe this means only-

““water haptism,’’ as he points out that it
_goes deeper, and includes what' water

“ - baptism symbolizes—the Spirit's’ bap-.
~tism: His chapter on predestination’is

. nalso fnlr, ns Armlmane would agree basi-
.+ cally with" his- mtcrpretatlon of God's
L sovermgnty ‘and ‘man’s {ree mordl agency.’
;. Criswell concludes- that ‘both” are true,
;. although appnrently contradictory. The

' »pamdox ia somethlng men ‘cannot rea--

Auguat. 1975

your Publlshing House

" sonably ex'plnin.';'l'hcre s mich homilet- . -~
“ical material in this book for pastors'who -
~need sermon - atarters and expoeltlonnl' e
: helpe E - :

J M
:',“

Thc Mnstcr Theme of the Blble

* By'J. Sidlow- Baster (Tyndale Publish-

-ers. 336 pp., cloth, $5.85.) .

There is little doubt that Chnst:an L

scholarship learns a great deal by the

'?--methods of Bibie students like-Baxter, . °

‘who “‘zero in’' on'a theme like “The -

. Doctrine of the Lamb”-as The Master -
" Theme’ of the Bible. He interprets E
: ‘prophccy in those passages which tredt

“the'Lamb of God,” He naturally. spends .
o great deal of tlme and effort in Reveia~ ‘
tion, -

This reviewer wondera “Thclr eternal S

salvation as human souls is altogether of
gmcc,"= P. 123 (m hght of context), and )

3t



P

R

“povernmental rightecusness, and effects
‘an eternal security,” p. 249; and, “It is
heciuae, by the Cross, e brings us not

. only forgiveness but regeneration to new..
. spiritual Iife.' and the eternal salvation of,
" ourselves,” p. 291, Is thig uncondmorw.l i
_security eurfucmg" .
This book ciin be profitable IF one ls'
not teo much influenced by'éomc not -80- "

prohounced theolop,:cal hias,

: .l RAY SIIAI}OWI:.Nb
Nowaen in _Chri‘st‘
- (Studies in Ephesians) -

Y Herschel H. Hobbs (Word Books

1974. 130 pp., cloth. $4. 9a)

‘A verse-by-verse expusition of Ephe-

smns by one of the outstanding ministers

of .the Southern Baptist church; The

~ author. dehberﬂtely attemptb to avmd' .;' cals and_out-of-print booka,. All response shoutd be -

being. tc‘-'hm(-ul hopm;, to appeal 1o the directly with the sdvértiser and not with this office. _. )

average. pistor ‘and: lnymun “This book
. uses the King James text, and sets a de-

votlonal mood, Not aibook of sermons,

, nor a commentury, it meets a need for"

S

next month

lt fulf:l-i every morai obi:gatlon of

oBeyond Bilierness ' : x
The most dlfflcult experlence a. pastor
can face is to.be treated as though he .
- Is_unworthy of trust but he can over-

C come .

OThe Paulor Dua!n with Heslslance L
-The way he fates reslstance‘ to his -.
plans and opposition to the program is

COMING ' -. - the key to an effechve mlnistry ior any ’
7 pastor. | - vy forany.

e Preachlng That Provldea
. a Balanced Diet - - ’
A God- guided analysls of our preach- .
- ing' ' may help us to produce healthier: .
diets for the Hocks we’ feed

oPuslor Joneu, Superstnr .-
The secret for the liberation of the Ially T
Is found In a phllosophy of- "everybody. .
everywhere every day " :

Lhose who are seeking help in mdw:dual v

or group Blble etudy o :
T M.;_-

" FOR SALE: Bible Looking Glass, excel-, -

-lent condition, beautiful binding, .pab. -
lished 1876; How to Be Saved and How to:: -

- Be, Lost, by R. A, Torrey; The Double

Cure, by M. W, Knapp. Best offer. ac”
cepted:—Rev. Nellie Ewell, 10325 Brnd

. 'ford St., Dover,: Del. 19901 T .-‘.

N

ltens for this F:clmnge may he enther WANTED .
- of FOR SALE; but ‘must be confinid to old periodi-

or the Nazarene Publishing. House We are glad (v

. renider this free, service on these lcrmq This aen'lcn7 '
g nol n\.miuble to hmkstows or- Inymen ' -

i

. The 'Preacher'e?Megnzine‘

Huppy is the pastor in whoqe Longreguuon are lay people
- who pray..for him. ‘Such is the. pastor of Gwen Fodge, who
wrote-a warin and moving “Pmycr for- My Paetor and His
- Wife” (p. 17). If there should be more such prayers (and
~less destructive criticisms),’ thero wou}d w1thout a doubt be"
a renewal of effort in every paqtor 8 performam,e He would
‘carry. his burdens better; and ‘react. creatlvely to every"
obstacle (p 1), He would give preachm;, its proper place in
- his list of prlorxt,les (p. 3) and his prenchlng would hit: its
~ target every time (p.. 7). ‘Free from the ‘necessity of “defend-
- ing himself,” the- pastor would be able to direct his energles
toward real riceds, and the result would be “love in-action”
- (p.'15). We keep gett,mg ‘this type of thinking each month in
.. Neil Strmt 8 ”Startmg Point” (p. 23). He reminds us today
that onythmg worthwhlle is worth puymg “for. Somehow ns_"5
thls truth is. kept before us, everythmg else falls mto 1ts'.'
- proper, place ‘and we keep right on running the race that is set
before us. To all of you' our brother ministers (wmners every.
-one, we think}, our prayers and best w:shes are for an exc1t1ng“ i
month of August " . ‘

_Your'e?for souls,




