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’ ON pEN’I‘!- COb’I‘ bUNI)M we are remmded nf thc sound from heaven as

of a rushmg m:ghty wind- thnt acwmpnmed the coming of the
Holy Splnt upon'the Chl’!btlﬂll‘i waiting in the Upper Room (Acts 2:2).

_‘Caugh’c up 'in’ that “stream,” Peter was bold to stand up; declare his -
“faith in the Christ he had s6 fecently deniéd, and watch. the Spirit’s
. power at work. Men and womeh were pricked in their hearts with Holy .
. .-Ghost conviction, the other 119 Spirit- filled: Chrlstmns were speaking -
_the word of God wlth h(ﬂdnesa and 3000 souls were- added to the . .
. Church that day. ‘ ‘
 Since the expression. "the ercﬂm of the Spmt has heen uqed by.
.. Samuel Shoemaker and others, it has taken on new dimensions of mean-
"~ ing. Christians are becoming aware of some of the implications of the .
..~ sound of the rushmg mlghty wind lhat f"Iled the houae on that ﬁrqt -
..Pentecost’ Sunday. '

- We. havc seen a planeloud of passen;,ers lretful bewuqe ofa delayed '

~departure from Chlcag() on theirnionstop flight to London, More thanan- -~
. hour behind ‘schedule at takeoff, they landed in London's Heathrow .. : 7
A _Airport right on time. The plane could not fly thaL fast, but it did any-"-. ..,
" way! For added to the thrust of four huge Jet engme'% was another force, .
- .astream of air the airline pilots -enjoy experiéncing when it happens to

be moving in‘the same direction they niced to move. They cill it the det

. ‘Stream. At altitudes-of 35,000 feet and higher, it. sometimes Teaches
- speeds. of more than 200 miles per hour. Fly into the face of it, and you'
" are in for a time of frustration .and failure’td keep pace. Puil the thrat-
. \le as you, will, turn‘on all the effort you may, push-ahead at full speed,. .
~and yet so very little progress is' made. The. goals are not reached the
. delays. interfere, and the results are not satisfying.

But to move into that “stream’ is quite’ unothef expunence and '

" here the analogy changes. For the airlinie pilots- cannot’ always be sure:
" to find their jet stream but the Spirit-filled Christians can. o

o In the stream- of the Spirit, the first-century  Christians prayed T

L untdl “the place was shaken where they were assembled. together; and .

_ -they were all filled with-the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of .-
“,God w:th boldness" (ALL&; 5 31) The bebt descrlptmn of thelr llfe style -




. witnesses.

© -2 “that “*he arose and went)'

- arrived on the sceng..

L is'éaptu.réd 'by"LtJ.ko who was there and 'saw'i't ha}iheﬁ He declared,
“With great power gave the apostles witness: of the resurrection of the :

. Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all"" (Acts 4:33).
“The members.of the New Testament Church, in the stream of the
- Spmt were not under iny pressure from the: pastor to serve the Lord.

““They, continling daily with ong accord ip the temple, and breaking .
bread from house to house, did eat their meat with glﬂdness and singlé- -
* . ness of heart, praising God, and having favour with all the peopte ‘And - :
: (Aets 2:
. 46-47). The Lord added to the Church! In the Spirit:filled life; thisisthe -
significant.secret we tend to forget. It is His Spirit at work. It is as Christ.
said it would be, “Upon thls rock Iwzli bmld my Lhurch” (Matt 16: 18 ‘
'.__|tallcsmme)r-' .
- . Jesug promised, Just hcfnre He was taken up lntn hea\ren tossit at .-
: ‘Lh(. nf_,ht hand of the Father, **Ye shall receive power, after that the Hnly"
"‘Ghost is come upun you: and ye shall be witnesses. unto me both'in

" the.Lord added to the church daily such gs should bé saved,”

~Jerusalem, and in all Judaea and’in ‘Samaria, and unto the uttermost

© part of Lhe ‘earth” (Aw: 1:8). Mark it well; He said, “You shall be my
o " Here again the divine. .imperative. removes the L,UC‘b‘-;WOl‘k :
< ehmlnuteq the possibilities.of failure, and-asgires the Christian there is

no way men and devils can stop God from performing Hls mighty acts,

“In the stream of the bptnt we'hecome a partof it, but never.the heart of
*'He reminds us, and wé become mcreabm;,]y
amnzed as-we learn just how absolutely.{rue thisis. - . R
Philip was in the stream of the Spirit when he heard the Lord speak U
!”Anse and po toward the south unto the way: that goeth: down from ---
“Jerusalem unto Gazi, whu,h is desert” (Acts 8:26). The record.shows |
"'He did not uriderstarid why as he obeyed the *
~ Spirit, but he discovered why when-he saw the Ethiopian in his chariot .-
. and again heard the-still small voice direct Him to “go near, and: join..
thysell to this chatiot.": This he quickly did, and seeing the man reading .

it. It is “by my- spirit,”

from the prophet Isaiah, he. asked the type of question anyone could

- haver asked, with or w:thout Lralmng in personal evangelism! “Do you -
_undLrstﬂn(l what you are. reﬂdmg"' was his conversation starter. The o
~Ethiopian’s reply. shows how thé Spmt was there working before Phshp o

“How can [,” he answered, “excépt some tnan . -

" should guide me?" And he invited Phlhp to join him there in his chariot.

_ In the stream of the Spirit, Phlhp told him about Jesus and helped .

.~ him put his faith in Him. This is an cxcellent ‘example of the way the '_ .
“Holy L;plnt leads; gundes, and enables those who step into the stream of -

- His power. thp could not have planned that . experience, could he?
Not .in. a liféelime of evangelistic rallies, commiitee meetings,’ and as- -

. sorted- human qchemes But it happened b(,cause he leL go nnd fet (:od
have His way. .

Best of all, it is still huppenmg Chnstmm in our ddy are hecommg' :
aware of how. rewarding and exmtm;, it can be to move into the stream
- . of the- Spmt Thcir prayer is expressed m M:ldred Cope s beuutlful'

hymn

_Holy Spmt be my’ Guzde Holy Spirit, my door s open ‘wide.
Make me to know Thy will dwme, Holy Spmt he Thau mme"’"

_- 'u-u 1563 by L ll]enns l‘uhlmhnu, Ca. Usad wrth pcrmlssmn
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CALLTO SERVBNTS

-

" salvation} Cyprian said’ it, "evange--
: ".-Allsuc enthusiasts deqy it, and 1 be-
- levetit:
"believers into the visible church' nec-
essary for salvation? By and- large,
- .- we have not thought-so. As. the fa-
, miliar’ evangelmtlc appeal goe‘;, “We
-are mvn.mg ybu to receive Chnst—. .
.. not to join the. church.” Then we are
puu,\ed later why. so many take our
" word seriously, 'cannot think of any .
" isste -of more decisive importance,
- 'conlrontmg" thc contemporary pastor
";t’han this matter of the church’s po--
- sition in evangehsm If the Church is’
.. optional in terms of. carrying out the-
worldwide commission of the Mas-
-ter; then perhaps our [riends.are

‘hlm‘;elf up. fur her” (Eph

3 SERVANTHUOD

€. 5. COWLES,. pastor. Ghurch of the Nﬁzaréne._cévina.'c::m' :

b

Al

 INSIDE O 0 T.S‘IDE' rﬂé CHUHCH?

‘Q‘Christ'lnvx,d the church and gave,
l)"'2«r),

REV). - ;
: Apart from the Church there is no

Is ‘the incorporation of

K , n;,ht when they chide us for remain-

o ing within the ecclesiastical squirrel

cage ‘when we could be out’ domg ‘

"‘souls. But before we jump to. conclu- .

- _sions -and’ take: refuge in simplistic
o _trulsms let. us' hear what others have.

1, me the, Rcvmed Smndord V(rswn o{ th! B

. ble, rup}rlghte(l 1946 un(l mz
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10" qay nnd conmder the blhhunl w1-_: o

: dence

“ertheless -affirms: * ‘
the individual believer stands within
“the Cangregatton " Luther qtutedA .
_that_the church.is*‘the. mothcr who '
'concewes and bearq every Chnatmn

Ru~

liberal New '[‘e%ament scholar, nev-

through the ‘word of God:” Calvm'

" -If you abandon the Church . . . you are’
cut off from the promises of the Church

If you leave the Church of Chmt you will’

' not come 1o Christ's rewards
not have:God for your fathér unlesa you

.Can:
you believe that this unity, whlch origi-

o sumethmg, unportant—wmnmg'._ .

. You um-'
have the Church for your mather .-

nates in. the immutability of God and

. coheres in heavenly mysteries, can’ be
_-broken-in the Church and split by the

. .divorce of clashing wills? He who does not

- Karl Burth agrees wnh the C‘uthu_{
colic’ formulation. that *
'-Church there is no salvation.”
_dolf Bultmann, ‘though a radically

nutsndc the

‘In Chrlqtmmty,‘_; o

oo

-3

* said, “bepamtlon from the Churchis = -~
nothing more .nor less than denial of '~
God and Christ.” Lesslie Newbu,m s
holds that-Ged. uniquely and exclu:.
_swcly “committed the entire work of "~
"salvation to that community.” Few
have put the matter asforcefully as
" Cyprian {a.p. 200-258): - ‘



iR kecp thl.‘a umty does’ nut keep lhe law of
o 'God, qar the faith of the lnther and the
: Snn—-nur life and, sﬂlvatmn :

- Qur problem - is -our - inability - {o
resolve the dilemma of how an un-

holy. concourse of sinful men- and
_wamen can be in-truth the hody of .
- Christ. A.common solution is 1he one'
first prnposed by St. Augustmc ‘that o
is; the idea of two cities; une divihe -
and the other ‘human, “and two-
- ‘churches, one. lh\‘l‘ull)le and ‘the uthc '
o vmhle :

Howwer the Ne'w' 'lest[!ment

(TS always the t,hurch at (nrmthi

Galatia, Epliesus, or the: ‘churches in -

Asia Minor..The 3,000.50uls baptized

©.. . and'added to the (‘huuh on the Ray
-of  Pentecost. 'wére “hardly invisible: "¢
~ spirits, nor. was the Church ‘they -
joined*located -in heaven. As Bult-"
mann points out, '“Eeclmm some-. :

times means the total. church

sometimes the  local congregation,™.
_ but -always ‘“visible . as a “worldly
o fact.” Newblgm scores t.he mvmhle‘_.‘
" ¢hurch” concept by saying that “it is -
- our idea) church; containing the peo-
ple ‘whom we would regard as fit -
‘He goes on to say thul'

‘mémbers.”
© “it is not the Church of the Bible. .
The congregation of God s some-

-thing-quite different. It is the: com-" .
- _pany of people whom it has pleased '
God to call into the fellowship of His,

- Son. Its memhers are choben by Hlm _

- not by uys.’

~ The blb[lCﬂl wltnc% Lleurly mdl- .
cates that God’s-redemptive strategy™.
-on. behalf” of man has always been
" medjated -through -a chosen- and.
- -called-out’ community. At the ¢limax
.. of God’s creative work, there: stnnds

the om,mnl wngregutmn man, wom-
- amn, and the. Creator- God,’ dwellmg
together. i a relat,ibnship of‘absolute

- immediacgy. 1t is through the com-
. munity of Noah's family that Gad

4, Purly Larm 'Iheolugy S. L. (‘reonslmlt ul nnd'
trans. The Library of Christian Clpssics, Wcﬂlmirh .

uter Press, l‘J{iﬁ, 5:!.'.'!75:.’13. Used with permission.

3
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eiirth. The covenant community of»
IHl‘ﬂLl hewmes the locus of -God's

saving deeds in lhe arena nf wnrld _—
tistory. :

Ihnughihe humun u)mmumt,y is

un{[uth[ul God remains -faithful "o .
_theé :promise and covenant. Though
" the ‘human ‘covenanters "are - often = -
. chastised and judged hecause of their
 failures, they-are not utterlv. cut off. - .-

© As William, Childs Robinson nfhrm;s "
Qulmut the Old. Testament, "“What-
“ever is said about individual knowl-
~edge of God, there.is rio:iden . . . of
.the. individual apart from lus rela-

tionship to the community.”

The New" 'l‘estnment, (‘hurch clnea-w :
not-conceive of itself as.a wild l)runch. _
Cror.an: enurely new -creation, but as

“the genuine fulfillment and: mhentnr _
“of-all God’s covenant pmmnec; made .
to Isract and now- realized. in Jesus. . B

“The’ first’ actmty o which Jesus © *
“gave himself after His baptismal in-:
auguration was the calling of a dis-

ciple-community to -be with. Him.

Jesus chose 12-=a numher with ob-

- ‘vious covenant-¢community impliga-, -
tions. To this “little flock” the Father - -
was pleased to give'the Kingdom. Ta. -
them Jesus revealed the secret. thm[,s o

~of God. He explained the'inner mean-

ing of His. parables: He nmmfested

. His transfigured glory to them alone. .

He ‘shared with them the.sécret. of
His. messianic calhng, His qacrsﬁuul

“service as the Sufféring Servant, and e

H;q resurrection from thc dead: :

" Jesus Joved His:own: He ate wnth- o
- them, :travelled” with them, rehuked R
~.them, was impatient with them,
. scolded them, wept before them, re-
_]01ced over ‘them, -and. often dréw -
thém away l'rom the multitudes ta be -
- with-himself in retreat solitude. He.
" commemorated the | Passover’ w1th:- S
. them and mtrudueed them to a new -

Tho Pr{mchnr 5. Magazino‘ ‘

saves the world from the dark waters™ "=~
“of primeval chaos. It is ‘through -the- ,.
'cnmmumty nf Abraham’s family that . ..
(iod promises to bless -the whale®

om0

. May, 1975

e " k]

feast by whlch Hm vmtury was to be B
, celebrated until. He camé ‘again. In
‘the. face of the Cross, His disciples =

‘proved unfaithful: they scattered and

" left Him-to walk alone. And yet He
 loved them and gathered them back
- to.-himself after His resurrection. I
- His risen glory, He made hlmsell'
+ known only to His own. :
"It was to this dmcmle Lommumly‘
~ that Jesus committed the keys of the |
: Km;,dnm He gave.them authority to
- forgive sins. He bestowed upon them
“the gift of the Holy Splnt Into theif
. hands He committed His gnspel of
: eternul salvation, {md (Ieﬂugnated -
- them- as the eschatological congrega: ..
tion of the end time (Matt. 16:16-19; .7
~ .John 20:23; Matt. 28:18-20). '1‘h0ugh_ _
. there were many devout men in Jeru- -
“salem_on’ the Day of Pentecost,: the
-~ Holy Spirit.was puured out only up-
.. on the gathered: cnmmumty, and sub-
,‘-"qequently on those who heard’ the
- Word and ‘helieved. - :
S | is a fact of striking mgmf]u}nw‘
“that -the ‘word of bah’dtl()n ‘and the
,glft. of lhe Spirit are -always tied to
 the (llI‘E!l.t personial touch and contact
- -of.the Church It is as-the Church
. ‘scatters out that Samaria believes, -

Corneliusis converted, and the Ephe-

- sian Baptists are ﬁ!lcd wn]h the Holy:
* Spirit.. Theré is no.record of perc;mwl
~ salvation occurring outside the direct
_._influence. of ‘the’ visible body of be-.
* - lievers in the New.Testament. Thé .
“Holy Spirit'is poured out on all flesh.’
- ——potentially; but actually He is
manifested only within and through ,
'.the ministry of the Church; '
- ".But you-say, “How nbout the'_
' 'Apostle Pail?. Where was the Church |
“when he was lying prostrate on the
_Damascus road under the power of a
~heéavenly vision?" Thank “you ‘for.”
. bringing him. up, .for he is a-superla- -
© o tive example ul' the pomt I am trymg .

to make, namely, that apart from the-

_Church there is no salvation. L
It is true that Saul was not in im-
‘mediate proximity. to-a gathered:
Christian community -at the preuse-
moment of his heavenly vision. But- -

it is alqu true that the entire.context . - .
“of Saul’s life prior to his conversion =
_'had been the Church. He had been =~

laying waste the- Church of God for

months, going into Christians’ homes, . . "
drdgging them off to prison, listening -~ ‘
in on Stephen's " sermon - {hoping—1 ~
imagine—to" find some heresy .with-
.~ which'to char;,e him). Saul consented”
to Stephen’s death and witnessed the. -
g,,l()rmuq manner in whi¢h he. died.

God literally encnmpassed Sauly the <~
self-righteous: rebel, with the grace- .

and peace and power of the Church's. -~
witness, What happened on the Da- -~

mu%u«, I’O{ld WﬂS a dlrELt conse-

"quence -of Saul’s in-depth. personal . 3
“ encounters with believers. = o
Burthermore after his- blmdmg,'

heuveniy vision, Saul walked in the

dark. He was confused, dlatrnubht '

and hnd no idea.of where to turn-or

what 1o do (as is true for so many

“instant cohverts’ '} If was. not untll

"Anmnm, personahzmg and “repre- -
‘senting _the community’ of believers,
sought out Saul; spoke to him, prayed
" over him,and laid his’ hands on him 7
that the scales fell from off his eyes -
‘and. he received the blessed Holy
Spirit_in His slulness. “Later it was =~ "
Barnabas who téok him by the hand, .. =~
- introduceéd him to the cnng,re[_,auon' o
.at Antioch, gave him a place of ac- .~
ceptance: and a poqmun of service. -
It was only then that Saul of Tarsus
‘began to emerge as.Paul the Apoc;tle{; o
of Jesus Chirist. - o
- Apart” from lncorporutlon into’ a-:.. '
'v151ble body of believers; .there is no -
real und lusbmg expenence of qalvm I

uon



o Dt:au (‘lmm,w:. .
- 1 do heartﬂy joyn- w1th ynu in gw-'
g God thanks for yr Recovery. He

xR

6

.

hath many wise reasons. for evry

-event of Providence far above .our
Apprehensmn and | doubt not but,
"His  having “restor'd. you to some”
“ measure of Health again will answer
“many ends whu,h as yet ynu are :g-
. norant-of.’ :

T thank you for vr kmd letter.'1 Lﬂ“

it s0; because [-do verily believit was.
dictated by. a sincere desire of .my
spiritual -and eternal ‘good. There's'
* - too much truth in many of yr accusa- .-
“tions nor do 1 intend to say one word

. in my own defence but rather ¢hodse

" to. refer all - things- to Him- that

* knoweth all* things. But’ this I must,
- tell you, you are L.omewhﬂt mistaken
.. 'in my case, alpss it is far worse than
you upprehend it to be. I.am not one
of tlu)se which lu:w(, never heen en- .

s

*This is & wrfmtmi copy of u- Jetier from Mrs Su-

“snna Wesley to Her son, Churles. 1t nnswers a let-
" Aer of Charles, im which he had uhu:ply criticized his -

muother and ¢ven called her Chtistinn experience-into

question, Notiee the modésty - and courtesy of Her .

reply, her coreful’ reawunmg. "able writing, and .un-

) faltering pemmal faith in aninfinite Saviour, "Fhis is

the last letter; now extant, knawn (o have been writ.

.. ten by n mother who, under God, gave io the world .
twa digeiplined ‘and devout men, John and Charles’
-~ ‘Wesley, D, Frank Bakey of Puke University certi:.
- fies that “there is no doubt in my mind that |lh|a i)

an mjl[..lnul manyscript by quuﬁnllll thl(-}

'

A Letter to Charles WeSley’-'-:"

O(.tober 2, 171(} :

"’3.\

'ilghtened or made purtaker of any
Heavenly Gift; or of the Holy Ghost, -~
‘but | have. many .years ‘since ‘been’

fully awakened and deeply sensible ..

~of 'sin ‘hoth nrngmal and actual. But -
my case is rather like that.of the . -
chtrch of Ephesus; | have been un- = _
faithful in the talents comitted to- . . -
“my trust and have lost my first" love— "

“Yet is there hope in lsrael concern--
ing this thing.”.1.do not, and by the.,

c.grace of God, I will not deepmr——fur -
~even since thy sad Defection, when'l~ *
* was almost without Hope, when 1 had,
f()r;,utten God, yet 1 then found He

had not’ forgotten me, for even there -~

" He did by His'Spirit apply the merifs
- of the Great, Atopement to. my soulby -

telling ‘me that Christ died for me--

“:And shall .the God of.Truth, the Al-
" mighty  Savior tell me that I .am -
“washed in His Blood, and Rightecus- .

ness and shall not behev Him—God. ~
“forbid. [-do, T will; belleve anditho .~ °

‘am the greatwt of sinners, that-does

" not .discourage me at all. Fur my.
- trinsgressions arethesins of a finite -

person, but the. merits of our Lord’s

which I can’t be saved (of which I'am

not at present sensible). then 1 believ .
"TI"shall not die before that want be:

supplied. . You ask many -questions
whlth I care not to answer, but Lrefer

“sufferings, and righteousness-are. ini-~ i
“finite! If T do want anything, without

The Preacher 5 Magnzlne. .

: you to our deur Lord Who shall sat- :
" isfy you in all thmgs necessary for
- you to- know—1I cannot conceiv why

R

you affirm yourbelf to be no Chris-

. tian, which is in effect to tell Christ
. to His Face, that you have nothing to

thank Him for, since you are not the

- better for dnything He hath yet done,
" or sufferéed for you—Oh what ‘great
.‘ Dlshnnm' what wondroyus ingratitude .
is this to the ever Blessed Jesus! T~
_ tlunk myself far from bemg 50. gooda .
o Chnsuan as. you ave, or as. 1 ought

‘to. be, but God forbid, I should: re-

" nounce the little l_,l;ave—ney rather -

let. me endeavor to'grow in gracé and -
“in.ihé knowledge-of our Lord and
" Savior, Jesus Christ--Amen. T know. .

‘not” what other opinion people may
‘have of ‘Human nature, but for my.

- part I think, that without the grace .
- of God' we are ‘utterly incapable of
", Thinking, Speaking. oy Doing.i any-

oy e

e

' ttiing good; ‘and therfore if in ahy part

of life: we havé -been enabl’d to per-
form anything good we shiould gwe

God ‘the Glory. If we have not_im-

prov 'd the Talents'giv'n us, the fault

“is'our.awn: But 1 find this is a way of

. Talking much used among these i peo-
ple “whic¢h has much offended me;
“and; 1've often wnshd they wou]d‘

talk less of themselves, and more of .
God. L often_hear loud complaints of ~
‘sin, etc., hut rarely, very rarely, any - .

- word of Prame and Thanksgwm;, to’

“"ourDear Lord, or acknowledgment of

Hlb mflnlte

" The remamder of the lotter' is los't Th:s' -
) purtmn is repraduced by the courtesy of
Dr. A. H. Backus, from whom the editor =
obtained - -
the original manuscript.” The original "
spelling, capitalization, and punctuatmn
have been preserved (: F TF '

of ‘the "Wevl(’yﬂn Aduncate

. mg unlll the sun gpes down, -

Tmze to Be Paszm

'1 hey he;,m to’ nrr:w. nboul z'd‘ivm lhe al’turnoon 'l hcy keep com- s

()ften I've made a silent; ugreemenl with mysclf not to answer- the T
door, but I have never kepl the agreement. Once [ even tried pluggmg o
. my ears withi cotton so 1 wouldn t feel guilty uhout not answermg the:
.. doorbell. K1 don’t go to the door nnmedmtely, lhcy keep rmgmg. and
. knuckmg and poundmg nnd yelling. ' : ]
. Have you ever tried to’ coneentmte on'a sermon B, Btble study, or. =~
" eveti prayer, with 25 huys clamoring to ride the mini-bike?" Is lhl;; ‘
c whnt being their pastor is all ubeul" Most assuredly yes' ) .
) When we first arrived ut-our new pustomte, we encountered u
neu,hburhuod -of childrén: whe: didn’t know nnythmg about church.’
Not that-thgy-were heathion; Mnm and Dad just never had the tlme to -

get, them up-for Sunduy sehoul

Now. 1iine_months later,’ ‘Jl) pu‘eent of these boys ‘are lcarnmg

surlpture. ‘and some are even coming to Sunday school; Their tremen- ¥

 dous enthusiasm mushroomed when I endeavored to become Hall |

: Ttlnnga fo all boye A llondu 70 mini-bike hns made a glgnntte differ---
ence.in many of these boys lives. Whereas once the Man Jesus had *,

. _httle. il any, el'feet upon them, now these boys are conscmus thnt--

. Jesus loves them.

" Time does not ﬁernnt my saymg more Thc doothll just rung

'll ) tlme 1o be pnstor to my boys. .

May, 1975 . -
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Hidmg the preacher behmd the Crossin B
trué self-abasement will allow hungry |
. souls to see Jesus more cleerly Co

v

L.

Chr/st ln the Pulplt

By Da\nd leon ST

ministry’ and was asked -when

" hie' had. coime to that:decision.-He
" said. thdat~he had comé to it after

'henrmg 4 sermon in thOOl chapel.
"-- Heé was asked to name the prencher.

He answered that he could not recall,
. the preacher’s name; all he knew was
_ that .this. prepcher had shuwn }um_‘
- Jesus.

As I:read this story, I be;,un tn

B -rccall the: many preachers I have lis- .
tenied to in my lifetime. Some. T re-".

- ¢member for their. shoddy dress; others

“for- their flashy’ clothes. Some for the
... eloquence of their speech; others’ for
“. their marked lack .of preparation.

Some for the laughter they produced

others for their.sense of inappropri-.
_ateness. Some. for the Tofty intellect '
. “they displayed; others. for the stu-

- pidity ‘of their logic: Some for “the
. humility ‘of their spirit; others for.

" “their h&ughtmess and pride.”. e
" Then it dawned on me that some-.
thing of ourse}ves will .always shine .
5 and short- -
. comings’ are forgivable, to be sure.,
+ Many preachers do their hest in-:
© dress, English usage, and logic, but
still fall short of the ideal. This is
" almost l'orglvable But the unpar-

: through ‘Some, blunders-

donable sin of prenchmg, is'to let self

’Pnnlur I‘lml Church of the ‘\Iﬂznnne, Lu'lumbul

' A bcuooumv m,cu)m to entu- 1he
inthe pulpit,

. Jesus,

“with a pretext. for greed .. o
we qeek glory from men, elther from .
you or from others” (1 Thess. 2:5- -6, .
‘'NASB).** We, too, must ohhterate“

push (‘hnat out nf Hlb r;ghtful place o

many idle words,

" What must shing throug,h in all our
. predching is Christ. Paul’ s.defenseof - °
‘his ministry to'the Thessalonian be- -
lievers makes it clear that self must™ -
‘be negated in order that Christ may = .
‘be reinembered. He daid, “We never . -

came, w;th flattering speech. . . nor

self and show men nothing. but Jesus.

There are times when we all- have
‘prayed, “Lord, hide.me behind the .
Cross.” How well we know that God-- -
" answers- this prayer' Sometimes to
“our discomfiture,

There have been

times. when- ail of us have ‘suffered .
-with tisted- twongues” even: thou;,h
our: preparatmn was complete. How .=~
‘we wished in those moments for -
something to hide behmd' Yet some-

how through all our blunders and

“ ‘miistakes, Jesus shined through,.and

~**From the New Ammcun ‘?mmfdrd Hible, copy---
right & The Lockman l'nundmum 194, 1‘.)(‘)2. I‘NH .

1964, !9:1

)

g 'Thq Preaeher's ,Meg.:izine

and so obscure the .-
~view that the people cannot see
To whatever’ degree and for, -
-whafever Féason self is- allowed ‘to”
take the sacred desk as its: throne, to. . .. .
thatextent our. preachm;, is just so

nor did

we were made to reatize all o'.v.er again.
how “if pleased God by the foolish-..

ness- of’ preaching to save them that
believe.”

seulq to see Jesus more clearly

"Hiding behind the Craoss in
true self-abasement will allow hungry

en will remember ug for- somethmg, ;

'As a former senijor pastor once said, .

“You must so exalt Christ from the

_* pulpit and in daily life that the peo-

. ple"won’t" remember that you were -
~""here when you leave. Fix their. gaze -

" on Christ.” The hurman tendency is

to be remembered as a good preacher.

" But the only thing that really matters
. . is that the. people remember Jesus.
S And really, our an can be COHHIdErLd.

L

!

Among other things, clothes, speech

“laughter, intelligence, ignorance may "_'
be remembered. If self has ever been -

allowed to shine through, we can

only hope that peoplewill be able to" -
“ forget. The goal of our preaching -
-should be that people will remtember - .-

Christ, and seek to serve Him be-

: _J,cause of .the spirit-in which He was
‘exalted and self was abased. It mat- " -

ters little if they .remember ‘our

names. It matters’ m()s( that - they'

-rememher Chl‘l‘it Y

God s Pattern for
Church Board Members

An /nstal/atwn Message for Board Members

. He_rb Irelan‘d!"_.‘-i

~ -,Tm ORGANIZATION of the flrst etiuml

. church board tgok place. very early

_ The Jews whe were in ,Ieru-mlem at the

They were firmly rooted in the traditions

of their fathers, and (levelope(l feelings of
. ‘_v.upermnty over foresgn Jews. They louke(l'
~ with disdain upon the half- hreed bnmun
tans and the Gentiles,

“Pastor, (hurch ul’ the Nuzunnn Purl ()rchlml
v . ,

. Wuah

' May 1975

- insthe history of the .Church Here is the :
", hackground as recorded in Acts 6:1.8.

“

. “time of ,Pentecost were of . two typu-‘_'
. Thére-were thé Jews who lived-in Pales:
“tine” und spoke Hebrew and Aramaic.

" "The other type of Jew lived uuiside the

‘Holy Land, His ancestral robts were out. .
side of l’ulcstme for generations past. He -
‘had long since forgotten Hebrew and .
He spoke Koine Greek, thé .
commercidl language of.the Medlterra—_-'-_
.nean world. His outlook wag mach more™ ™

Aramaic. .

‘ -m‘;mnpnhmn than his: provincial coun-

. terpart in Palestine: Accordmg to Act’a .

2:9-11; these Jews lived in what is now
North Africa, Egypt, Irag, Iran, Turkey,
Greece, Syria, and taly. :

The Jewish. synagogue had . -a kindly .
Vtmdmon of helping those families suf-. * .
V.fcrm[, from tempomry hﬁrdshlp Fach o

9

well-done only as we cause them to
& remember Jesus and His Word. )
. When we begin to realize that peor -
pie have good memories, we will be "
. careful to. plant only those things
~.which exalt Christ in their ‘min
 'We must believe and act like Jesus
~is Lord of the pulpit. Men and wom-



" - week alms and g'ood.s'-wc_re collectid from .
" the members of the synagogue to give to.

“.those in need. The Early Church, with its

" roots deep. in “Judaism,” borruwtd this .

‘custom from the Jews.

" As the humber of disciples was increas-

~ ing, Lhere arose o conflict betw‘een the
Jews of Palestine and the Grecian (Hel-

: lemqtlc) Jews. The Palestinian Jews were

" “reluctant to share their. alms. and goods
with th¢ more apen- minded Jews of the -

- Mediterrancan world, Hence the Grecinn
Jews tlaimed that'their w;dowr. ‘were be-

ing overlooked in the daily serving of foml i
- and giving out of financial assistance:

“The 12 disciples reacted wisely (o this

crisis by calling the congregation Ln;,cthcr N

- for-an emergency meeting. :

‘At this meéting they said, ‘It wnuld'
- not be right for us to negiccl the ministry -
of the word of God in arder tg wait on

tahim”' (6:2, NIV).** Therefore select
_ from among you seven men to:form the
Airst church-board-to-deal with this crisis:
" It.is in this crisis that we'discover Gud
pattern for church board members.

- L. Gou 8 P.wrutN FOR SF! P.CTIN(. Cuuucu “

- Boagp Mempens (6:3).

‘A: These members were men of goad';v

' reputatwn (honest rt.purt]

..MA good-name is rather to be Lhor;en '

_thun gredt riches” (Prov. 22:1).°

2. -Jesus. expressed it -best-concerring
: the - -reputation of a Christian: *“Let your .
T llght 50 shine hefore men, -that they may
see youf good works, and ginrlfy your Fa. -

“ther-which is in heaven’ (Matt. 5:16).

. .3. Jesus. calls - every Chrlstlun-—und.
" especially board’ members——to be * “trans-

_parent lights” in a dark world of sin.

4. Men of good reputation walk in the'

hght of Jesus and consequently reflect
the light of Jesus. - ©

.5, Men of godd: reputalmn are truns-

parent and .consequently others - Iuok

through them and see Jesus.”

- B..These baard membcrs wei‘e qu of

fhe Huoly Spirit.
"1, Before Jesus aqcendcd mto heaven

-He commanded His disciples to remain

» in Jerusalem unti! they had received Lhe
fulness of the Holy Spmt

. “Frum The New Inrcrnalmnal Versmn cupynght :
S L@ 1973 hy the New York Ihblc ‘inctety Inlcrnatuma]

Usnd hy permlssmn

- 10. ) .'

o ,‘

2 'I‘he apmlles muqt huve had fnre '
";lgh‘t into ‘the difficult _situations the

" fiest' church board members would en-

cotnter, and therefore charged the con- -
" gregation to select only thnse Flled with
: the Holy Spirit.

They  were emphut:c uhoul. Lh()s(:

o whn guided the Church being filled with
. the Holy Spirit hecause they realized that‘_
only ‘through' the ‘power df the Spirif -

¢ould the Church withstand the exfernal

pressure and persecution of the Roman

- world, And they rcahmd that-only

‘through the love of the Holy Spirit could
“ the- early leaders .and board memhers .
" withstand_ the lnternul pre(;qur(_s tmd .
eriticism, - :
" 4, Board mémbers who arc fu]l uf the

" Holy- Spirit will have:lives Clmrnctonze(l

by love, This attitude of love enuhleq‘i' v
them -to enjuoy people like they are in-
-atead. of the‘\vay they want them to be.
“This Tove isnot critical or dw:awe but is
‘ Chnruuc ized” by hnrmnny, acceptance;.
. anda L;pmt which is patient and s¢lf-con-

“trolled when bubject to anhnoyance and

L Gon 8 PAI'I‘FIIN FORt [)tsmmm"m(‘ Re-
SPONSIBILITY TO (‘uunm Bomu) Mwmns, o
R (i 2-‘” ' . -

provocation. For_a”beautiful deacrlplmn o
. of this love, study Col. 3:12-17."

C: .These board membvra were full of

wisdom.

~ 1. Paul in “his. letter tn I‘ltus (l 7 8}-'
‘indicates that wisdom is- evidenced in the -~
mayi who is uble to rule lnsown humc nnd o
" his own spirit.
2, Al ian- who' can cuntmi his home,-.;
- business, and ‘most of all his own person:
 ality, makes-a good board member. S
3. “The ¢onverse is also true, The man-" "~
-who'is not- able to_deal cﬂ"ectwely with

his own personal- prublems will not likely

use good- wisdom in’ hnn(llmg the prob con
2 lems nf the church,.

A. The Early Church remgmzed a d:q-

tinction not between the clergy and laity,
- but between responsibilities. A funda- *
mental fact of the Early Church was that .
~all men were to- be eévangelists. There
., were no paid pmfessmnals whose sole re- .
" sponsibility was to witness, but all ex- -
.. citedly . 5hnrcd thctr fmth ina Ilvmg‘
Christ. - :

B Neverthelesq._there was a dmtmc-'

-

The Preucher ] Mngazine

_tion between responsibilitics. The Twelve -
told them to select a church hoard of sev-

.en men who could be put in charge of -
“serving tables. Then they would devote-

themselves to pmyer and Lo’ lhe mmlstry

_of the Word. .

'C: Gpd's pattern was for a seven-ifan
" church board to guiet the murmuring of
. -the people by effectively deating with the

secular needs of the church, thus freeing

7 the  ministry o de. the-ﬁpmmal work
) ."mnr(, effectively. .

. Church’board memhcrﬁ lhlq is ynur

o Gnd -assigned’ mpumll)lhty this year:

‘1. Ta deal wisely, fairly, and effective-

. -ly with the secular needs of this.church so -
" that your pastormay devote himself more -
fully to ministering to the qpmtuul needs-

.of the congregation. When the responsi-

" bilities are-clearly defined between pas-
“Aor -and. board, -{hen’ the church runs
- smoothly and hnrmmuoush Lach side

completments (Kt - ather's’ wurk»—rnther

) .thun u)mpuunduu, it.

L. Gon's PATTERN FOR-EMPOWERING
- Cuurcn Boann Messers (6:6) ;
: A, God never éalls o manor. woman to_
" any. task without furnishing ﬂ\o power 1o
: ncmmphqh that' task. :
B! In"the case “of “these  firat b()urd.
~members, we see ‘in 6:6: how they were

- empowered-to’ face the terrific responsi- *

- bilities of nurturing the. Early.Church,

T'hese seven men were brougzht before the

~apostles, ~and *‘when they had prayed,

" they laid their hands on them.”. God’s
. -pattern for- cmpowument then and todﬂy_
.08 Lhrnu;,h pmycr . g

- C. Further it. appedrs, fmm my atutlyA
nf the New . Testament, that when the
npmtles laid their Kands'on. men, it was--
ummlly accompanied by a fresh outpour;

ing-of the llulv "aplnt (cf.. A(,tﬁ HZ-J e

19 B)
~'D. Board memhers, the strenglh you

*‘ne_ed to make. tough decisions, the pa- -
" tience you need fo work with pcople and

the fove you need to accept peoplein the

.(hur(‘h a8 thcy are wnthout trying to

" " May, 1975

.clmnge them comes (mfy lhruugh prayer
" and a fresh’ outpuurmg of the Holy Splr:t

upon:you.

IV Gop's P.rrrmm FOR BLEssiNG Cuuncu -

Boar. MEMsgns (6:7-8)

A. When church -board members are . - -

prayed-up and filled up with the Holy

?Spirit they will be-a blessing to others”
and in turn will be the reup:entq nf num- -

berless biessings from God. .

B. Notice the hlcqqml.,s when the ﬁrst
~'chureh board members worked hurmhm- -
'ouqu together: -~ o
he word of God increased” (6:7). . -
'-'[‘h:s was diie to the (act that the apostles.
were able (o devote themiselves to the
teaclum, and preach!ng nf thc Word of

“rI1

G_od
. The Chur(,h mcrcam_d numermally

"‘The number of the disciples multiplied -
*in Jerusalem greatly, and 'a ‘great com-
“-pany of the’ pr:et.tq were vbedient tu the -

faith” (6:7).

~C. Finally, notu,e that. the fm,t murtvr'

of the Church was from the church bourd

‘not from the apostles. “‘Stephen, full of _
faith and pawer, ‘did great wonders and’
miracles dmong the people” (6:8). This,

“trustee of the official church board was -
finally ‘stoned to death.for hlq tuhnmnv .

and god!y hfc s

CONCIUHION It is not the cnsnesL j()h o
serve on the church hoard today. There -
“are-no. nctunl stonings, ‘but pressures do
- mount and sometimes’ biecome acyte. It .
“is disappointing to see some people -ex- G
. plode under this pressure. However, what .- .

o blessing to' sée others uve this same
pressure for their advantage.. They seem

- to” turn ‘stumbling blocks into stepping-
stones thrnug,h the p()wer of the Ho!y .
"rSpmt - » o
May (10d grant - to euch of you buard -

“meémbers the fullness.of Hls Hely Spirit- -
this year as yuu serve on’ the churth L

board..

) ([nqtnllatwn of church h(mrd mcmhern. .

nt thc aitur of the church)



A Chnstnan——/llot a Cburch Membe[?-'..’.'f".:.'-"'

By Harold L Volk*

oI me TO belung to the church
- to he a Christian?”. .
"This question, asked of me by my

"host while at the dinner Table in hiy
- home, both startled and puzzled-me. .
‘Since there were.two high-school-age
young people at the table with us, I.:
~ knéw at once [ must be very serigus :

“and honest with my ahswer. - Not on-
. ly for my host’s sake, but especially’
" for the sake of his two you(hs whn'

_were. all ears and interest: . 7
.My answer was: Until the opéening -
" of this century that question would’
" never have been- even- considered,

. -inuch less asked. For even the sceptic:
" of an earlier period never considered

that he could be a ‘Chyistian “and

© remain outside of the church. When
-. - England. and" the C()'n_trment_were in -

“the ‘heat of the Reforthation Move-
- ment, men did not. move away from: |
. the Roman. Catholic ‘church into no-.
“ichurch.” They ‘moved- intd ;another.

church. Both ‘Martin - Luther and

- John .Calvin- were mos{ explicit on. --
“that- point. They-denied that they
ever. left the church. Rome was sub-.
verting the church that. they were.

trying to establish. To them, as well

- as'to-a devout Romanist, 1t would

“*Evangelist, '\Jnmpn, Ida.

e

havc been a contradu,tlun in Lerm«,' C
“for anyone to claim to be a Chl‘lbtlﬂn :

_and remain outstde: of the church.-

" Not that- mther of them—Luther or;
Calvin—had any illusions about the
- character of ‘people who got into the "~
church..Calvin was especially abrupt. =
ahout this: “Churches do include =
many hypoerites- who have. nothing . -
of Christ but the name and appear-
“ance.. Muny persons, ambitious,. -
avaricious, envious,’ slnnderm[, and” "
_dissolute in their lives.” But granting | -
‘this unhappy fact, Calvin never for a
‘moment wavered -in- his - insistence

upon-. membtrshlp in:the -church.

Putting it negatively, he sald “A
“departure-from . the church 'is a re- g
‘hunciation of God and Christ.” S

. When' John Wchley began tu en-.
.'counter ‘a few who tried toseparate )
luyalty to Christ from membership -
-in the church, he made short shrift
of their plea. 'There'is no such thmg o
“as‘a solitary Christian.”" | N
~But though all the. Luther% Cal .
_vins, and’ Wesleys stand against it,.
~many of the contemporary rehgmn- o
~'ists continue o argue that it is pos-.
_ s:ble to be a Chnstmn w1thout bemgf' .

a church memher

A‘; 1 preqsed my host on thlq pomt

The Preﬂcher s Magazine-.

hH answer took twn formt; Fqut hes

remmded me that there. are hypo-
crites in “the church——by whwh he

- meant to Hnply. there is no- connec-
“tion between. being a Christian and

“being'a’church member. That is not

.. only a lamentable fact; but the argu-".
ment must he ;,rnnted .Fhave never -

knnwn a, church’ member who
doubted or denied. it.
Then hc said- that - he belleved in

.. Jesus Christ and_the Sermon on the
" Mount,-and tried to live by the gol-
. den rule With that astounding claim
: he sat- back’ in self-righteousness,
leaving me with the chaice of either =
“who the neighbor was. Love, as He

‘admitting the claim and. losing “the

-case for the church, or challenging-

“that " claim and. probubly Jdosing a
‘friend: But frigéhd ‘or- no, that claim

‘ ‘must ‘be tested be(;uuse it is hope-

fessly superﬁcml

Of course the lméic queatmn inall
of this is an anuem one. . What is-

meant by being.a Chnslmn"

Jesus identified  the great com-

mamdment as- requiring love of God
- and love of neighbor, He gave the

o - golden rule, “Therefore all things

whatﬁoever ye would that men should

‘ "'- do to you, do_ye even so to them”
(Matt 7 }2) ‘He admomshed the -

dlscrpl(,s ‘By this shall all men know
" that e are my disciples; if ye have

love one.to another” (John 13:35). To.
-+ be a Christian must mean to love and -

to serve Him. How. can.any man do
this on his own? Inside his own skin,

as it weré,:they are deeply personal
" matters, ’I‘hey touch the wellspring
- of thought, feeling, and moral com-

“mitment, but they are as pml‘oundly

* social ag'any conwct:on or. enterpnse
- could be,

' Take believing in Jesus. Wl" even'

- the: most ﬂconfused individualist

~among us claim.to be able to do this

unasqls_ted by anyone else? We would
“ . not-even know: of Christ had it not
-been for the church—the fellowship
of the falthful who gathered around

T May. 1975

'.Hlm and. qu dlsmples as w1tnesses

The church alone hag made it possi- -,

ble for us—any of .us-to know about -
} Hlm let alone believe in Him. Actu-

ally all that, we do in the church isa
finger-pointing to a fnct-—and Jesus
Chnst. is that Fact. '

If we are going o’ ‘méan by foue :

what He meant, it ‘is lmposmble to
- "love Him in our own strength. He was
- not talking about an-aesthetic yearn-

ing for beauty when He spoke of love.

“To love -God as He meant it was to R
‘identify with-the Object-of love—to
- identify. himself with the needs and

the welfare of the ne:ghbor nomatter

understood it, is the very antithesis

of drawlng apart from others: Rather -
it is thé endless quest for an ever- . -
_deepening relationship with ‘them,

It would seem, therefore, that one;‘--
‘must answer the question, Can I'bea:

“ Christian’ ‘without. ‘being " a church -
“member? in this way: | might be a’;

Christian, but I would be a poor’sort’

“of a Christian; Why would -1?. The
‘gnswer, is that a“Christian would be * -
in the church. The Holy Spirit makes

a ‘man a’Christian, and.if he is a
Christinn through - the. work -of the

Spirit, that same Spirit draws himto =
‘other Christians in thé church. True L

Christians through the ‘centuries.” .
have always been in . the church.-
If ‘any man. could  have felt the’

'church to; be unnecessary, that man -

was Jesus, Yet He did not stay away
from ‘the orgam?ed Judmsm of- His

day..He was mrcumused as a bab,y,,_"-.-'i“

hecame a part of the Jew1sh faith,
the earthly. people ‘of God. His reli-

~gious duties included. the ntualq of
the Jewish faith.’ -

“If you-do not join | the (,hurch you,_
rob.yourself and your thldren of the R

“ministry of the church:

You miss. the mmtstry of' educa--;‘_'__

tion. This is a necessary work for- an’ .
institution which tries to bring over = ..
four millennia of human experiences -~ - -
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- to ‘bear on our problems today The
" Bible is the central' Document of out y
. religious-tradition, and only one who
- has never studied it seriously can’
" think:it isa 51mple and easily under- _
‘stood Book. It is no easy task toestab-
“lish'the relevance of biblical teaching
77 to many of the. problems we face-to-
.. day. But the Bible must be brought -
" inte a. vital relationship with every-
_ day probtems.” To do this requires.
_ not only understanding the problems’
- that are-breaking the minds and spir-.
its of nlen :today, but also an aecute’

uniderstanding . of ° the. Bible whleh

~offers the. solutions,

This calls fnr the: mmt, rdreful klnd

* of planmn;, of a serious educational’

_program in and through the church
and its mtmstry Even one who tries

to live in splendid isolation. is de-
.pendent on the ¢hurch with it§ Chris-
tian'scliolars and teachers of the ages,”

pend with your: :fﬁmily today, then- adJUBt your tchedule nOW-.-":‘
‘Activities ‘that you'can do together with your famtl.v can be gim- .-

~.You also deny yourself the minis-
try -of fellowship which is funda-
‘mental to the church: Historically -
* the chirch began in the homes of the
. faithful. The ministry of fellowship

began there and .continues to:he an’

“indispensable part of the ¢hurch. We "
are-social heings. We | are not meant_ -
to' be alone. We dgre. meant to live ln‘_ '

communion with others..

. You deny yourself the mmmtry of
"worthp which is fundamental to the -
church. You deny yourself the minis- "
try -of social conscience which has .
" been. urtlculated in the Lhureh over',',--‘
o the years.

“Alfred Nertlx

with  his solitariness.”

ﬂi?l‘

correet when “he sald

) Ie. giich ag: playing table games, gomg to the park;, flymg kites,;
jplaym_g together inthe baciqud, vigiting the zog, taking a tourof.
- manufacturing company or ofher - place’ of interest, natur

7s£ud:

wiener roast, eating a sack lunch in. a_fnvonte place
"“orgoingoutfor 2 hai -

. The Pr_eée_hér'sjl\daga;ine S

~

Wiut‘ehead ()r_lce_.'-:
wrote, “Religion is what a'man.does -
‘But “more
_important, it is' what we do with our .
togetherness, for, John Wesley: was
here is'no .
w.uch thm;, as a snhtary Chnstlan

You need not sacrmce your ]oy
to fit anyone's- preference Be
your radnant self in the Holy Ghost.-

Y

Il‘ SFEMS TO ME. that preachers and'-
their families must be a very'

1umque breed. Our lives must be sub-
- ject to sudden changes and flexible to”
‘new people, without losing our own -
- special identity. It takes.a man and

wotnan , steadied .upon principle to

neuratics with' the: eudden changes

Athat are required;

_keep: their famliy ‘from  becoming’

.

- “Young lady, I think.you're afraid . = -

-my’ motwatmn was fear of people.-

more than winning some. . . .,
My hugband has'a way- of. readmg‘

me, and: he's not partial wheén I'm

falling short. - One- day- he said,

~-of these people.” I felf like Nafhan

Changing ‘paqtorates is uaually af_

. traumatic'time. We have made.sev-
~ _eral big chang,es in ‘our- mlmstrv I.
« ‘wilk-mention twoe! - . .

Move 1 We Were movmg from a

) .Z.Pnslnrswue N
[Falls Avanue .
Weslgyan Church = &7
Waterlog, (a, -~

o lM'ay. 1975 .;

Ruth Ann Polston”

country paqtorate tothe e:ty “The -
. ruralfolk were demanstrative in their
- . expressions, dnd’ the new. folk were
very unexpressive. [ missed the spon-:
“taneity. 1 felt myself buckling under
B the pressure of becoming the preach-"
. er's wife tosuit the occasion. I believe -
*with'Paul that we can be “all things .
1o al! men ."

: had smd “Thou art- the man.’

‘The Lord wasn't anhy easier on me

,becuuse He dlrected ‘me to Isa. 51:12- -
13: “Who art thou, that thou should-
"est be afraid of & mah that shall die, -

and of-{he son of man which shall be .

made as- grass; and forgettest the

Lord thy-maker ., 77,

“With the Lord. and my- husband"_ L
. agreeing, there was nothing to do but -

surrender. 1 was ‘afraid " of those -

“‘changes” and “‘no-change” auctions -
-at the end of the year, and 1 was -

stowly losing. my identity. Becommg
aware of the sin of being “afraid of
their faces,” I confessed it to the Lord"

» . ‘and again He freed me from the- yoke “_. o
HO wm].so.m(.? ll’m. “of bondage. “If the- Son therefore™ -

= -shall make you free, ye shall be free .
' mdeed " It's amazing how tall, how

" but this was a “biggie.”

free, how -serene I felt when it was .

“just God and I together again. The '

péople knew I was free, We . had a

five-year revival. Im glad I dldnt R
miss it.’ .

“Move: 2 There were other moves,

We had nur- .
tured this pioneer work. through .
: many cnses 0ur two

s

ehlldren o
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squalled for a couple of hour=‘. in Lhe, :
back of our station wagon.as we left.
our flock standing in the parking lot :
‘crying.-Most of them had known no’
* . other pastor, They warned us that.no,
_one ever got saved in that culd f‘egmn*f
- . where we were maving. :
. T'am by God's. grace an nutgumi, ,
.- person, and have known a spontane- ..
ous, natural life in the Spirit.ever
. since He filled mé, Our new fléck was . -
“ . tight, tense,-and alt_ar-tahy R
.- 1 eried after a telephone conversa-
tion one day. “They-don't. like. me
_‘here T hey have. no_enthusiasm; no
praise, no joy. Lthink mayhe i should -

be like them or they'll think I'm just

.." too much."” My husband. huG;‘no hesi-

. tance wheré truth is concerned He
~ said, “Don’t you ever. saerli'ce yuur o

- joy-‘to fit. anyone's preference Be

_ }’OUl‘bﬁlf in the Hbly Gh()bt '

SR

-

The Fmt ane to be recharged was’ :
“our secretary She was so°full of joy -

and praise that it jarred the whole

'congregation. One of her friends said, .
-“What are you trying to do, be like .
‘the preacher’s wife?” It never - -
dauntéd her. She was so positive that
old, negative friends stopped calling. S
““No use to call her. She'll just praise,l-

the Lord and say; ‘God-is working.”

m Simon’s house!
Be your rﬂdmnt self. Bewurc this

" fear of men’s faces. All man hasis the
.- “breath’in his nostrils.’

e someonc nlher than the superintendent -~ o

nthatrnahe
a dszerencc

[

.

Our D:strlct Superlntendent
Practlces What He Preaches': g
. Dcnr Son: )

S We are trymg‘ to ﬁnd a new pus!ar‘
The beard met with the D.5S, last’ cve-

ning and.your dad was pmscnt Now 1

~ know that the D.S. is always “‘on the "
-spot,” arid we are depéndenit on'him for
.suggestions and recommendauons but.
our board was not very. huppy wn‘.h hig’
" last reqommendauon ‘ )
. He was wise-enough-to ask what kmd.~
of man we wanted--and we told him! -
-He was ready with recommendatmns
" of his choice, - .
Finally we shared w:lh him who Wc‘ o
. thought wé wanied, and all of us dle-; ]
§ cussed the pros und cons. :

e

T am lhnnkful

" When we voted, the noniination was.

desiréd, and although he had the power

“of veto, he graciously stited. that he -,
"-:wnul:i work with the nominee if he . -
" were elected; He nlso réminded us that - .
_..we would hm'e to live with our (,hou,e SRR

"~ 1liked'the'way he worked. He didnot -

* - get his way, but was not hestile about

“it. He expressed his concern; but did -~
not press the: claims of his authority,

He accepted- the deeision with grace - -

and expressed- hig ndmlratmn for ‘the -

~ board,. . praying - for “ench “member, ‘
Dan’t you think that was holmess m'_‘_ g

getion! Son, 1 -trust that' you ‘will

",.nlwuys he gracious in any position the -

Swaftly bur Longregntmn changed .-
- from’the frozen, *churchy” type toa., - -
‘people ablaze with lave;’ warmth,
and the Holy’ Ghost. Sometimes peo-- .
- ple ery. thn they come in the door . -7
and ddn’t know- why: They dre over-
‘come with-love.which fills the house: .

as the- fragmnw of the aluba‘;ter bnx .

' Be yourself! .7

Lord.places you; even Lhough you don't -~

get your own wiy.

‘Our superiniendent may be’ lcmplcd. i
. someday to say, ‘1 told you so, * bul
I'm quite sure he won't, He is ‘the full
expression of whut he m-eachcs, nnd I . )

L ., K} N o .

T>helP:r’eacher's_Ma'gazi_ne :

.

| Is There an.

g ?)._ .

: Compiled by the General S_reu?ar,dsl‘rip{_.-‘omrnissian l

DON WILDE Dfﬂce Edltor

o General Supermtendent Ccmlter

f ”Ostrlch Syndrome”
s Among Us?

A IN A PROMINENT news: ma;,az:ne a well known syndlcated'f‘ o
. writer calied !he attention:of . hIS readers 1o some of the. crucial -

. FOR-
PASTORS :
~and.LOCAL -
. CHURCH .
LEADERS_

EAHLC WOLF, Executlve Dlractor .

economic crises facing the nation. He. complained about the lack "~ -

“of action by leaders and lawmakeérs' to counteract these:ills. He " - "

. " concluded with the remark, “There is a sort of Ostrlch Syndrome '
‘. —ignore it and it wil] go away.’ ~ '
" The ostrich syndrome is not- pecullar to any parllcular branch '
of our society. It is foufid everywhere—even un the church and N
Y ka’monb preachers

it is evidentin (he pattern of losses in membersh;p, Sunday i

foo{steps of certain men wherever they go. - .-
" Some constrictive course ‘of action must be undertaken to
ach;eve in-any .area of activity. Ignoring thé conditions which

- prodiice losses in finances and members will never bring. gains.
-Gains do:not snnp!y “happen ” Someéone makes them happen.

“ schoal attendance ‘payment of ‘budgets which seems to. dog the_f

The lesson is obvious'in. the economy and in the church. The .

. -downward- slide can only be. counteracted as we are wdllng to I
... face up to the problems, set priorities, and pursue a course of o
. -action with diligence and enthusiasm.” PR
. .71 Budgets which are allowed to drift for theflrstBor 10 months. .
.of the assembly year rarely get paid. [t is a dangerous situation
. “when achurch or d pastor-begins to feel comfortable with a de-
_ chnmg, membership in the church or in the Sunday school.

The first arid most-important step toward.recovery is.to look"' '

. at the problem openly, squarely, and honestly. Ignoring. prob-. - ‘
_lems never solves them. But diligent,:forthright action will rafty -

support, turn lhe ude and create.a chmale of confldence and -

'growzh e B . e O
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"-Marvelaus tima and wark savers that have proven iheir worlh over the past 30 yeara Lo

. --.Cc)mptled by’ GRACE RAMQUIST, who gathers malorlal from many, . X
' . sources and’ wrllers 1o provlde an outstanding seiaclion of recitations, -~
--.exerclses. readings, ptays.,and songs for every aga group And wnn .:'_': Lo -
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| “Jusr How MUCH DIP YOU PLEVGE"” S
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.‘;Senously, pastor, regardless of the method yourf= .

congregatton uses. to pay your General Budget "

- :___your peop!e need to know how vital your G an-
- eral Budget support is to the worldwrde proc!a-‘j- :
B _matton of the gospel ' . x

6D

b 3, The thmg J lske MOST about Nazarene fllms is .W_.. o

... .. COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION (FILM) -

- We'll never do better ’ttl you.
teH ‘us. haw we ‘can better -
serve your congregatron

' Please answer these brlef quesuons and matl to:

Paul Mlller, Nazarene Commumcatlons, 6401 The Paseo,-\'f
. _Kansas Clty, Mo. 64131 : B :

N5 What s the most recent Nazarene 16 mm fllm you ve_

:seen?

' ?-'2 On a ‘I (poor) to 5 (exceilent) scale how wouid you'

| 'rate lt? '_- : o ": T L

4 'Tbélthin‘gi_i'lik'e LEAS'T'AHBPUt'Naz:a,r'ené.filft\s s,

. 5. l'wish Nazarene film producerswould: > - ~*

;.:‘6 Please tell us how we can better serve you through'

o 16- mm flims

ol
1



OWORLD MISSTONS e L e © NAZARENE WORLD MISSIONARY SOCIETY |

e ”WORLD MISSION” INCLUDES YOu -
| sharmg the gospel of ]esus Chrlst

i e i+ ‘

g At

Pt . e

: Republlc of South Afrlca North Coloured and ln-, -
dian Central Afnca, Republlc of South Afnca South a
s ‘__”Swaz:land European work——South Afrlca -

L Nazarene Publlshmg House. e

SUBSCRIBE TO, READ and PUBLICIZE
“WORLD MISSION” -



" HOME MISSIONS -

A pro]ect of the Departments of Home and World
. Missions - produced by the Nazarene Communlca- -
tlons Commlssron '

AVAEE.ABE_E FREE

‘ 'f'Thls movrng documentary of the brrth and: growth
- of the Church of the Nazarene in Europe is available .. -
- free from the-Nazarene: Publlshmg House.

A freewill offermg on behah‘ of European Nazarene '
. 'Brble CoHege is requested :

T ‘_

Begm now to pray that the message of this fr!m er move hearts

' mc!udrng your own ' o

" YES..PLEASE SEND “MISSION: EURQPE" "

lNande
CSwesr i Gy . Swe_ ' Zip_.-

First chonce ofshowmg date S

o Second chorce of showrng date

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE S Churchii
Box 527 - R S r_) Lo
Kansas Clly, Mo. 64141 istrict

161



... PENSIONS AND BENEVOLENCE .

-
.

7,0 SWIT60¥d 3NOINN FHL MWIADNOD Oy -~
L SUAIVIIVAY NOILNIOS v SYH AING 1040
WVEDO¥d INIWIHILIN V Q1IN 4O, Y. 75

47
o

N ) ] o L
éy”i@?ot\mm AWIL TIBYNTVA 1T AHM -g&’f\q, T
Py QINOS LVHL WITE0¥d V. ONIE 3. % % DS
= OOy D RN _Z»-_r_;.w_'
N FRi et )
AQRZ m- “159 ooEaz
s5c0i A O9zq3%
‘. T -~ ._-' I.IJDI:Z——h
S TET» Y Bl a1 2= R
S L WworEZ£Z
ZRr R @ T ECn<
niat KA ® > DJEQZo.
s e it Lo <m T TR
T e cnt T = ) B 08T =< So2LE
U GOD'S SPIRIT il = B Sozc8 og8
iy A VIO A ar ; e -'%Co'x-z‘- oz%’i% ;
. IN TODAY’S WORLD . 25975 8%iEr
7 By W. T.Purkiser. RELTEY weBES .
R LS PR Cuz=§ ¥
o Anilluminating series of Bi- -} /1 _ f,Qg 3 » EoYEs
et bl'e.~,5tudies'_-. on. the . ‘b.asic.g gl . ? 0G 3 _UE - ;-,O EwS
. -+ 'teachings of the Scriptures o \iwmet?” .- TR . Q o%3 z i 08-'-0,,:_ 8
-~ - ‘on the Holy Spirit’s'ministry £ : _ A "'n'Z_‘_ <9. _ DE A
- cinourday. L g - A L =L S FRE2EE
. St e --El 'o . B} ‘W [ .
et mEFHC > Q.2 Z :
AT =m- e Zaod
: CTREM =-<§u.1$21'
) A= A : 3( T.0 jre}
_ g_-.:_omg : ,.'<m§j:-qﬂ.f
3999 5 B EEesE B
. .OG e T . RS I I Rl d
O gm0 L R e
@ & T 7 “WHAT DA YA MEANJIERRE'S (& o &
o R %G, ITS HANDS FULL OF ESPONSIB\_\'\JOQ_‘,SJAJQJ |
‘ T G TE CHURCH WITH A RETIREMENT 00 N
: . €y 65 H A MINT TO SOLVE THE PROBLEM N
. 74 TAX BREAK THROUGH THE YEARS. T AR
0.0 LS. FOR MORE INFORMATION WRITE: - .
G TAX-SHELTERED,ANNUITY .7 7 o
P ~  DEPARTMENT OF PENSIONS -AND BENEVOLENCE. 5_
T 6401 THE PASEO, KANSAS CITY, MO. 64131, " =°
o 7 NOWPAYING 7Va%
bt i) i N A R i % . . R A o . " ) . o to . - :: i



N - . C

CHURCH SCHOOLS . .-

. “TRY IT IN YOUR
CNEIGHBORHOOD
SHA[)E nu[ ?VANG[LISM K o

By Adrian jonm

A rerlls( ovc-ry of the New Tesmmenl mett1od~' :
“of sharing the good news of salvation with'the
unchurched, the unsaved, the unloved in their
own cnvironment and on their level, Itis giving
them the, church, at- their home hase; lnvmnb

1hom first 10 Christ, then to the' church. '. . iVANﬁ““M |

This . book - oullmcs b.mc 53eps for 1aunch|n3, AN B
such a’ project as. thlS in your commumly 40 - ol
pﬂ},(}“ Pa p(} 50( ADRIAN |o\rs

Orher wralar(-as of wui wmmng Gen Ty
. _'w' ’ .

SOUI-WINNING LAYMEN R
' By [vc-lyn Stenbock” L

: Thrllllng, cxamples show melhods and
“approaches, . obstacles - and. - frustrations,
“yet supremie joy of winning someone to the
- Lord. 80; pages: Paper - v $1 50

FAMILY LIFE
PROG RAM

for 1976

‘WINSOME EV'ANGELISM
By Ponder Cu‘hhmd i

Instrutt:ondl—, msprr.nllonal pracucal personal L
: : ' ' ‘ : s Examines motivation, means, and methods for
- J iy witnes ALsd rext. 117 es..P :
:, . General Board votes Monday Nrght s Famr!y Nrght Pas-' | ally w nessig. Atsliex Pt 2’1’?0 o
. tors and church boards are. encouraged notto schedule . - - .
IR activities on Monday evenings when they mterfere W|th -

For r_clhl-éd-books, consull our
. the strengthenmg of the famlly as a umt

latest “Masler _Buy_ing_.GL_lide.'.’."-_ )

. General super:ntendents and church school board charr-‘
| men- wholeheartedly support thls new emphas:s on.
Famlly Togelherness. .

Become acquamted wrth rhese B
books SOON' '

T P S

v Pastor’s and Fam:!y Idea Kit berng prepared Ava:lable in
' ‘the fall. Plan‘now- for the enrrchment of famlly Irfe in
your church in 1976 ’




EDUCATION _

Dear Pastor !

Here are some Facts about Nararene Iugher educauon w0rth S

“noting.

‘Enrollment. After two years of dcclmm&, enrollment we now have the .. B

hnghest attendance in history, with a total-of 9,810 students registered

B in the 12 institutions affiliated with the Department of Education and

‘the Mmlstry The- increase over the. precec{m‘g, year was 379, which

. compares fayorably ‘with the national*trends in enroliment this year. = §
‘All institutions are to be congratulated for both renewed emphasis.and- " |
improved methods in their recruitment pJ’DCPdUTEb As expected, the” §

- accreditation of two of the cblleges had an adverse eFfect on the enroll~ R

ment.of some of the-nearby institutions.’
Financial. Nazarene support for higher educnt:on continies. to be most.

‘encouraging, with contributionis reaching a new high of $5,772,582 for -

the- fiscal year 1973-74. This total represents an increase of $594,507 :
~over the preceding year. The average ‘per capita. zonal suppart in- " 7

Crcascd from $10.74 to $11. 46 and lhe total per capltﬂ support fmm.'f

- $12.08 to $13.07.-

- Accredifation. Bolh Mid-America Nazarene Collcgc and, Mount Vornon:
" Nazarene College received acereditation at the annual meeting ‘of the.  §
‘North Central Association of Colleges and’ Secondary Schools: last .

Maich. Since this was accomplished in’ the least number ‘of years pos-

sible for new colleges, it appears that' Nazarene higher .education has
fmally come of age: Other indications are the election of Nazarene ad- -

-ministrators to” the governing ‘boards of state and. regional- college

-associations, the use of.Nazarene: educators-as members of accredita- .
tion teams, and the recognition of both Nazarene educators and colleges . -

“on the programs of state, regional; arid national educational meetings.”

. Students.The concern’of Nazarene students for-spiritual mattérs con-- -
tinues to be. most - impressive.. Despite the financial -pressures which
“now t.onFront students, approxtmately 1,000 volunteered for the 1975

‘summer ministries. Since Jess than 200 of these can be ubed there

E

. oxistsa large reservoir of Nazarene coHegc students who are available”

to assist churches. and districts'in.various types of outreach programs.

And the Ministry. The addition of Dr. Richard 5. Taylor as-ari as- .
" sacjate justifies the new designation of the Department of “Education. -

~-and the Ministry.”” Dr. Taylor has’ already designed, administered, “and
.analyzcd the results of the questlonnalreq which were.sent to all ‘min-

isters to help ascertain their interest in"and need for a program of con- " §
_ tinuing' education.  He also has securgd from district superintendents .-

. and chairmen of boards of mlmsterlal studies a vast amount of material
relating to the Home Course of- Study for ministers. .Pilot courses in

'+ continuing education are being ‘'set up in’ cooperation with. several of.

otir calleges. Plans have been made also for the local committec an the

Course of Study to hold frequent mr.*etmgs during. the coming year.
- _Cordmlly, '

v
’ . . B

. Executive Secretary
VEducanon and the Mmastry

W’bn@
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. LIFE I'NC_OME :

L,fe WHAT WOULD THEY DO FOR YOU?
FOR YOUR CHURCH? .~ ' -

lncome Many are often surprised at the beneﬁts
-Huilt into a personalized Life Income. .
N P,ans pEan If you're of near-retirement age, you )
- — %" can glie now—and Yeceive an income for.as -
_ long as you livé.And you miay qualify for - -
" sizable savings withoyt managemerit worries
© OF -concerns; Write for this helpful free:
- ,booldet S00N.: . ot

Take a ‘wise look ahead -

B PLANNED
GIVING -
!'R()( RAMS |

" Rev. Cn_w . }f“Dﬂ‘zch A
. -Plr.:as,e send me w'thnut chargL LT - .
e . or obligation a copy of . e
‘ [m of . T Giu;ng Through Llfe lncomc Plam L ‘
e Income Citits W o e AR R
SN Bu]uests ST VI L e : . N
C AN T M e T v
Rueu Robert W Crew - pdaipss - L . e s
- CHURCH OF THE - - R
TNAZARENE © - Dty S T VU I 3

oA The Pasen - gy S L s

" Kansis Ciy. Mo 5o o T . N
-MH] L At Dale e lel- =
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Cet Your Feet on the Grqund
- READ and LISTEN!

1975 Church SChOOIS
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] ___:Workers lerarv

Pt \ﬁ Z3 I
il .
T T %‘f%‘?g{, 2 i
- LENA
. SADULT FE i\
. W NZAZN
* senior Adult Mlnlslnes g §{§,§f\ﬂ“ .
" By Sant Steagman-® Discoveries and mwghzs %s"%\? :
.. into the'lives, needs? and potential of senior . . ’;\'\S \Q' 17
-adults through expériences born.outof Bethany 7% - 8§ §,i e 2
. (Okla.)-First Chureh of the Nazarene. A must for Ty §4‘§i . B
- chusches angd individuals working wlth this gge- . - - 7 §£§¢& -
group 128 pages. Paptr ot $1 95° T §%§§§
: : L : 1. R ag‘\\;
YOUTH RN
: 2R7 :

. Creative M:nlstry wulh

- Junior nghs :
[(Cassette) =

“:By Dennis Berison @ Stlmula'llm, activitios dre
" suggested that provide' a bener undcrsmruhm7
of respansibilities and &'mere innovative ap-
proach, Presented ind ledrn-by-doing program S
: : formm to-meetidentified npeds. An exc effent resmucc e
inr ler \rivnhlp 1ra|mn;, Inclmlos sludy |.,uule

A .?ﬁm

-

. \A.

AR N o $6.98
‘CHILDREN L R |
Teaching Pﬂmanes Today i .
By fhizabeth B. fones # Fresh insight into thiy nu_ds, characte ristics, md ’ G

- abilifies of the primary child. Methods in storytelling, drama; are; Hilile
“games, creative writing,, and music will Bie of interest 1o ail rhﬂ(ln m's
tworkers and add a-depth 6f purpose w0 thase u_dchm}, sixz, seven-and, A
Ll},hl -ye ars o|ds 128 pap,us I’.)pvr A L__Hexl : : 91,95 7

: o Each church schnol worlu:r is urged Io- T
. A Read at Inasl one article each quarter in the EDGE. ’

. 2 Read the book {tape) bclow (avnihble lrom ypur SS Ilbrary) remed lo
. his area of servlce -

Order h‘us set TODAY as‘an expansu)n to your Workers" lerary
U775 - A $10.86 value for ONLY: $9 95

MAKE YOUR CLASSES EXC!TING'

o ' NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE

Past umu ums\ nu..s(.m Kb nm.uu] ‘

e T Y]
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.. ' Reordination .

By Mike Ross*

CAST WEERK ‘1 attended my first or-
dination service since becoming
an ordained elder a year ago. Other

“..than -experiencing  God’s. works “of
- grace, .my becoming an elder has. -
- been the" hlghhght of my life, 'and. "
was eager to witness:the. ordmatmn-
" of three other men.” o

. Hours before. last week's’ sqr\nce 1
began to renlize a Presence that 1

had -experienced precedmg my-own
o ()rdmatlon It was more than antici-
- pation;
mental state lor a. umque anomtmg-
‘of the Spirit.
. -1 listened’ to- every word of the -
. 'general superintendent.-T_knew he
.. had ordained hundreds’ of men and |
~ women, hut he: approached the ser-
- “wice as thnu;,h this were the only or-.
" dination seryice- in his lifetime. As
- the district supermtendent read the
: -scrlpture 1" tried  to let every word
- gripe my heart, for it~ was the same
. geripture that had been read at 'my -
L ,_-ordmatmn I watched the candidates.
" march in as we sang “Holiness unto’
the Lord.” 1 remembered my - own -
 procession as I had walked down the |

it was God: preparing-. my

aisle’ with-my head high, pmud of

", my soon-to- be status.

Finally - they called" the elders fo

"surruund the: knee]m;, men. for the

-

: Ma'y. 19_?5j s

. ‘l’u‘dnr. hrsl. (hur(‘h ui !lu N{!?(lr( e, Mlllim :
to la__ R . -

- _prayer of ordination "Wx-th our hands

“on their :,huulders we prayed the
three would _experience the same
umque unomtm}, we had cxpenenced
inour ordination. .

“The - Spirit of; God came and it
‘was evident. thnt He Louched the-_

 Kneéling.ones. Bat then He cameina o

greater mensure, for He touched. my"

own heart. 1 felt a rewtahzmg ofmy. .

call’ and my. anointing. I felt.that -

“same’ Spirit’ that one year ‘ago had.
"taken my proud, lifted head and had - °
lowered it weeping in humlllty 'l‘he= o
- senge.of dependence upon .God was

thrust upon me again, My call-tg ‘the
“ministry of the: gnt;pel sprang up re-
freshed and renewed. That feeling ¢ of
unworthmess swept my soul againy
and as I saw’ Calvary 1 responded .

’wi'th another obedient yes to His will.

T was reordamed that service.~Oh,

I know ‘my certificate says | will-be - .
~an elder as. long as ‘my spirit and .-

practlce are becomln;, ‘the, - gospel, ’
and as long as T-hold fast the form of -~

-sound words of the established doc- . =
trines. I also know last week’s service'", .

‘wash't for me,’ but for three ‘other

“men. But | am thankful for the return ’ -

of the Spirit in -a- way I had experi-

~‘enced only once before, and T'm

thankful for“the renewal of His"

anointing and call on.my life and for _

my total conqecratwn tor Hlb wﬂl

e -_1?"
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Ce_t__Your Feet on the Ground :
| READ and LISTEN! .. [

1975 Church 5chools ”'
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OFKGFS lera i
3 NNaNEY
= S viyippanings
ADULT ‘ : S / 3 §§5§/§2§
L H NZRZRY
Senior Adult Mlnl‘ill'lt‘ S diviy
BySm)S:mrm.m & Discovitries .mdlnsu.,hls . - §§ .
+ - into the lives, needs, and potential of seniof 3 §i‘§ . R
s .aduils lhrmu.,h experiences born out of Gethany - . § s
©{Okha) First Church of the Nazarene, A.must for .-~ - , \? h
' churches and individuals wofkithy with this age- - §£i§ )
;,rnup 124 pages. P.]pvr D 1 K L S §g§.§§ :
. s . s DR :&gﬁﬁ; :
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YOUTH S / _ E%g %32
S 272388

Creative Mmﬁ!ry wnlh

L - Junior Htghs ,

(Cassette) = -~ - . %" -
By Dennis Benson ‘mmul.mm, activigies are .
! suggested that provide a batter understanding -
ol n-spnmihi,litius'.ujti a mote innivative ap-

o proach. Presepted in o learn-by-doing program.
format.io meéet identified neods” An exce lHentresource

f0r|(_!d€.tshtp!r.||n|n1, includes study guide. 7 . : R a0

. TA-GY98, ¢ e R 1T o
‘ _ CHILDRLN o -
A-TLachmg Primaries Today LT

By-tlizabeth 8. Jones @ Fresh insight into lhe nvc(ls (.l"l-lhl(tl rmus and

. -abilities of the prims iy, child. Methods i slorylu!img rama, af, lSlhh
games, créative writingand music will be of interest1o all children’s ", -

- workers and add deplh of purpose 1o those 1e.1chm;, six-, seveh-, and

- -eu,hl y( of - nlds 128 p,s;;cs Paper, Al__lTucl Sl %145 )

'\t

: Each church school wnlker is urged to:
1 Read at least one article each quarter in the EDGE;

2! Read the book (1ape] below (availnble from your 55 IlBrafy} re!aled 0 -
hlS area of scrvice.

Ordor this sel TODAV as an oxpansron to your Workers lerary
‘U-775 A $10 88 value for ONLY $9.95

MAKE YOUR CLASSES EXCITING'

S NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE
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) ' By Mike Bc_-sslfr o
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A{sl wEEK' uttended my hrf-;m or-’
dination service since hecnmmg _
" an ordained- clder a year ago. Other .~
than experiencing’ Gudq ‘works' of -
- grace, my becoming . an: elder has

‘been the highlight of my life,-and T
- was eaper.to wltne% the ordmatlon
- of three other men.

‘Hours hefore tast week s serwce, 1.
. began to realize a Presence that I
" had expenenced preccdmg my. owi.
-+ ordination. It was more than antici-

" pation; ‘it was God preparmg my -
. mental‘state for a umque anomtmg_

. of the Spirit.’

. 1" listened to ¢ evcry word of the

‘general supermten(lent ‘I knew - hé-
. had ordained-hundreds of men und-
‘ '-fwomen, but he approached the ser-
-+ vice as though this'were-the only or-
".. dination-service inhis lifetime. As

. the district’ bupermtendent read the
scripture; 1 tried to let every word
grip my henrt for it was the same
scripture. that had been read at my -
ordination. I watched the candidates..
- march’in as we sang “Holinéss unto
the Lord:" .I remembered my own,'
procession as1 had walked down the -
“aisle with-'my" head hlgh proud of -
" mysoon-to-be status.” - '
Finally -they called ‘the elders 10
' surround the kneelmg men_for the

'I'mlur l-nr-n (‘hurch of the Nnmrom Mumu

-Hu_ o _.- PR

- May, 1975

B '. Reb;din,ation"
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_ prayer of ordination.-With our hands . -

-on.-their ~shoulders, we.. prayed the -

three would “experience the same

'umque anointing” we, had expenenced -

“inourordination..
The Spirit. of Gnd came, and it

was ' evident - that " He . touched the'

“kneeling ones. But then He cameina., ~ -

greater measure, for He touched my -

own heart. I felt a revitalizing of.my

call - and my anmntmg 1 felt that,

same Spirit that one year ago. had

‘taken my proud; lifted head and had' -
lowered: it weeping in humility. The‘ :

. sense. of dependence upon God Was .
- thrust upon me again. My calltothe
-ministry ‘of the gospel sprang.up re-"
freshed and renewed. That feeling of -

* unworthiness- swept my soul again,
and .as[ saw_Calvary | responded
,w1th another obedient yes to His will.

-1 was reordained that service. Oh,

I know iy certificate says I will be -~

ari elder ‘as long as my spirit and’

practice are becoming‘the gospel,

and as long as 1 hold fast the form of
sound words of the established. doc-
trines..I also know last week’s-service

“ wasn't for ‘me, but for ‘three cther

men. ButIam thankfui for the return

“of ‘the Spirit in a way 1 had experi- . .

enced “only ‘once before, and . I'm

thankful for the renewal: of His
'unomtmg and call on my life and for .
. my’ i;otnl consee[atmn to Hig wlll
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LORA LEE PARROT‘T -

The Facts About Preachers lees

Sectlon Seven A Summary Statement (Contlnued)

(Educational Du(lerences)

.IN A STUDY of anurene paqtum w:vesj

differences were 1nd1euted ‘among the

women relating to-age, educational
: achtevements, arid"size of church being
served. In the last section these differ-

ences were explored .according to age,

.. younger women being under 35 years of -
- dge and older. women being more than 50. -

In-this section the findings will be further
reported necording to dlf['erences in level

of formal education. “Less éducation”.
means .12 yedrs or under. “More educa--
tion” means college usua!ly mdlcntmg{ '
 graduation, '
1. Approxnnﬂtely 4{) percenl of paa- U

tors’ wives have. a lugh school graduation

' eemﬁcnte or less, while 25. percent .are’
-college graduates. Only 36 percent liavé
- hpd some Lol]ege Wm'k but dld not ;,rudu-' :
‘ate, |

2. Leve). of educauon deeq -not meke '

** any differénce in the number of telephone-

T

. -calls recéived each week by the pastor’s
.+ “wife. ‘About threerout of four calls are
“church-related. Howevér,. it does seein -
. strarige that women with' less education’
.~ receive twice as.many calls from men-as -
- doother women. - - : R
3. Women, with or wntheut _college
. educatmn recewe e same pruportnon
“of calls. from adults. However, women

with less.education received. neur!y three
times as many calls from senior citizens
s those with a college degree. College

' . women, however received ‘more -calls -

18

frum teens uhd yeun;. uduitb lham lhef

‘wives with less education.

4, Cnllege gruduates report more calls-
of & “‘very serious nature’’ while- women’
Cwith Jess . educntmn teport more. ulkla'
: whlch are *not very serious.”.
5. The: kind of problem deult mth by
telephnne more often by women with less ’

education is the “church- related” prob-

lem, “while " the . coltege graduate: deals- .
_must often with “home and family” prob- .+
. lems..Both groups report the second most - -
_ frequent kind of telephone call relates -,
“to “physical hedlth’ and the third kind
of edl]l relates. to "emotmnal 5pmtual"‘_

problem‘},

6. Education makes no_difference in’

the way the women respond on the tele- -
. phone. All of Lhem report that they “try -~
“to listen and understand,” snd then “try

‘to get ‘them to talk to their husbind.”
7. Educition seems to make no dm”er-

,_ence in the level of “enjoyment’ puqtnm
wives receive from their telephone minis- -
try. A little less than two- thirds of them - .
enjoy this ministry, and none of them' -

“feels.it is “‘not.part of their obligation."

" Also, education does not seem to matter

- in the tendency {o initiate calls as a min-

istry, nor does it matter in‘the attitude of

the pastors” wives toward the parsonage
~ phone, Nenrly 90 percent of them are
~- positive in their feelmgs tnwerd the tele

phone ministry.

8, Beth ‘Wwomen w1th leqq educetlon

) The PreacharsMngazine

1
'

'nnd Lhnse whn are cul[eg(. gmduates re-
. "ceive Lhe same numl)er ef persons each
-week Tace-to-face who come - for* help.’
Most of those who come are married .

women and in both cnteg,ones a little

‘over 20 percent of them are smgle Bath
: caleg,or:es of pﬂstorq wives receive about-

thie sime proportion ‘of visitors among.

‘- children, teens, young.ddults, and adults.

Hnwwer, the paslors” wives with 12 years

"+ of education’ ‘or'tless receive mure than -
" -twice the wumber “of . problems from
.- geniorcitizens.as do college ;,rnduutea
Hawever, college ‘peadudtes receive, more -
‘than twice as ‘many pmhlemq which are
. -reported to he “very serious,” while those ©

‘with. less education have conSIderably

more cally . Whl(_.h are mdlcﬂted as “'not -

very serious.’ S
9. The numher one problem denll wilh

by pm:tors ‘wives with le% education and,
hy -hose-who are college graduates is the
However
" women with less education find ‘their
‘number two face-to-face problem 1o be
- “church-related” while college ;,rad-untu.'-,
~ . deal more often with “home and f'fxmliy
. pmhlems )

“emotional-spiritual’ area.

10 Level n{ educatwn bEL‘mS to make

"no differencé among pastors’ wives in the
' way they try to handle face-to-face prob-
lems; First, they try to listen; and second,

they urge the Lounselees 10 taik wnth Lheir

_ huqbnnds - . S .
. . There seems (o be little dlfference :
in: the ‘proportion”of ‘parsenage women

with legs or .more “education who “enjoy”’

., their perqenul ministey. However, 10 pL'r :
" cent of the women with less educutmn re-

port. this face-to-face ministry is “not,

part of my’ nhhgnmm, while no college -
' .grmlulites geem Lo resist it. Also, there -
is' no difference at the. eduultmmll level *.
“in the iendency of pustora theq to lnltl-*
~ate “helpful discussions.” ‘ : :
_. 12, Sixty-six percént of women thh.'_
- less education reported that they enjoy
o their role as pastor's wife very: much,
whilé 88 percent of college graduates’

reported ‘the same thing. And educa-

- tional “ level of dchievement seemed to”
- make- ,httle_ difference in the degree-of

May. 1975
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effectwenesq pastors’ wlveq Feel in the:r .
rale, About 25 percent fee} “very effec-.

- tive” and approxlmately 75 percent feel

“moderately .effeetive None of them
feel that they just * Let l)y," or, that they
are “not very effective.” . - -

13. Level of education makes no d:f-

“ference |in ‘matters of  physical health -
_ among pastors’ wives. However, u)llege _
~ graduates scem to “have ‘mure. quu,eneq ‘

than those: with Jess education.
14.. Women ‘with less education $eem

.A

"to have. greater “frequency of mlbunderg

standing™ with " their- pastor-husbands,
Sixteen percent repor; frequem:y,-nf mis-

—'-understnndmgs to be “often.” However, - -

all pastors’ wwes mdlcate thut these. mls-

.understarddings are “‘not very serious.’” It

is " rather surprising, however, that 5

“percent of women' with less education -

huve given serious thought to divoree.
' 1h. Pastors’ wives who are colleg

_ graduutes seem to receive more positive -

feelings from their’ congregation ‘than do

- women of less education; ‘Approximately
13 percenl of those with-less education

" believe the feelings of their congregation -
" toward themselves is negative, while only
* 4 percent. of those who have heeén to col--
“lege or graduated received these same’

feelings: However, twice as many mlle;,e
gruduates see their congregations as “not.-

Cvery, spiritual” as do women:with less.
" edducation. ‘Wonien: with- less edu(.nuon- -

seem to ;,we their congre;,atmns mOre of.

. the .benefit of the doubt concermn;, the'
- levei of their spirituality.

186, Appmxlmately three out - of four

© pastors’-wives, regardleqs of edutnt:enal .

level, like- llle in_the parsonage ‘‘very,

- much.” However, 12 pereem of the col-"
-lege graduates feel their parsonage is in-
‘adequate, while none. of the women with .
. less education see thlq prohlem- e

1T Abuul 40 . percent of all fmsturs
- wives see. ‘'special prnblems inthe- par--
sonage” relating to the raising of clnldren

© Those with less education seem to see’
‘more problems in thm Lategory lhan do B

cnllege graduates.

(chl munlh Asummary htnluuun cundudud}
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Sume Thoughts un Pardon

" A number of month:, ago, Presxdent

- I"ord granted -a ‘pardon to Richard
- Nixon, in ‘matters reluLed to Water-
- gate, It prompted a. new look: at- the
v thought of pardon, . ~
Pardnn is’ only ai vnluuhle as its.
S source; | supp()qe if the (ountry re-’ .

acted. violently enough, ‘a' president

. could withdraw his pardon. But God
. fiever: w1thdraws H:s pardun—-or His -

mercy ' :

. Isa. 55: 7 says “Let the wicked for-
- sake his way, and the unrighteous- -

man his thoughts; and let-him return

shall make you free you shall be free

. indeed.””* Paul again reminds us in

Gal. 5:1, “It was for lreeuom |Irmn
sin| that Christ.set us free.” .
‘3. Pardon: has its price. We ate

reminded- in z Cor. 5:19 that “God

AN nmptum i thn urncie is l’mm the Ne " Amrn- -
can Standard Bible, - .copyright @ “This i.nckmnn .
i I'mmtlntmn 196() I‘th IQM LG8, 1071, .

20 ; .'f. 3

gﬁAkirﬂN@eﬂNﬁ '

“law. In .the
! to'the Lord, and He will have compag- - -
* sion on hiin;- and to our God, for'He
‘w:ll abunduntly pnrdon" (NASB) o
~.2: Pardon has ay’its purpose, free-
- dom. A legal pardon, however, has
.nothing to do with' the conscience or.
_the heart. A man muy be legally free,
. but inwardly in ‘bondage. The: Rible .
- includes a thrilling. Lhﬂpter conc(.rn-
~ing Gad’s. pardon : :
Paul says in Rom. 5:1, “'l‘herefore P
- having been  justified by faith, .we
.‘have peace- with - Gnd through our
. Lord"desus Christ.”
- - great verse: ‘“If therefore the Son

John 8:3G is a

By C. NEIL 5TRA|T ?'

B ntor, Tayior Avepue Church nl' 1hes Naravene, Hacine, W

“was in Christ reconciling the world,”
‘and in 1+John 2:2 that. Christ “is the
~ propitiation for our sins.”™ 1 John 4:10 -
states further: “In this is love, not .

that we: hwcd Gnd but that Hc luved

" us and sent His Son to be the propi-
: L:utmn_ for . our. sing:’
_states: “I("hrml gave Hlms,e!f for us, :
. that He mlg,ht redeem us from every
' lawless deed.”-Finally, Gal 3:14 is a
‘great reminder: “Christ-redeemed us _

from the curse of the Luw hdvmg be. "

Titus- 2:14

‘come . a curse for us.'
Pardrm is an Old 'I’esmmcnt word

What s'in a
Worshlp Ser\nce?

Izck 40:4 has somethm;, thut

_could be applied to- worshlp “‘Son
of man, see with yuur -eyes, hear with-
_your-ears, and give.attention to all - .
“that [ am going to show. you; for . you -
. have. been _brought here in order to -
show it to you. Declare to the house'

nf Iqruel all that you see:

rrr

Worqth is'a permnai mument '
;"“lee attention to'all that I am go- .
. ing to show: you;. for” you have been -
‘brought here in order tn hhow it to
_your : S

L2

implying the ‘mercy of Gud, undcr .
‘New Testament, the
‘mercy* is- expressed thruugh -grace,
forgiveness, redemptmn nnd recon-
AClllatI()n

“The Preacher's Magéz'_ih.e' B

2. Worship has a.persondl message

. for.each individual. Notice how often’
“the pronuun you occurs, and how it
© shine magazine:

nccurq in.relation to God's message.
Worship has a personal mission

_tmpited “‘Declare to the house nf

" lsrael all that you see. _
.. .Any pastor, dcquainted withy wherc

R} N

'_luq people are. in, their p:lgrlmug
can add to thcsc Lhuu;,hts

Something to Ponder

I ran across these words in Sun-
“That man proves -
his: worth-who can make us listen’
when he is wnth s, and thmk when -
: _he has g gone.’ '

What a- Lhallem.,e for th(- p.mmr,

- to keep in mind as, he praya .md‘ pre-
;-pureq‘ S, : O

"
¥

" -A‘L"sé'rmgjr_)-lér'-P,ehtecoSt Sljnqay" e

The Bas:c Aspects of

Pen tecostcrl Expenen ce

B By_E'. ,E' Woji’d'sworth""

' .S(‘uu'tum‘ Aets 2:1-18 _
Texm: “What mcnneth this?" (Adts 212)

INTnopucTion: Jsrael hod three national.
. annual fCﬂ‘i[%#PﬂS‘i()Vﬂl‘ Pcntecmt and
‘ The feast of I’_enteurst fol-"

" lawed the Passover by 50 days: In Chris--
" tian” experjence . also there .must he g

: 'l’mq:wer—“thn I see the bload, I will

pass over .you' '——l)cforc we - entér our.
- Capain,~or Pentee ostal ‘life. But ﬁluch-’

" eonfusion. emqtq regarding the menning

of Pentecost. Some téach three works of.
. ‘sunctification, bap: ™"

“tiym-of the Spirit. Another émphasizes
“shallow cmohmmllsm another the bhap-.:
- tism of power, but the: rejection of heart-

purity. Others teach -certain gifts as thc .
Cevidence of the Spirit’s baptism. -

Tabernacles.

Eraci: u)nversmn

We must look-ai_the Scriptures, for the

“ing of I’enlcemt “must be the Word of -

God. Heré 'we find valid doclnm "All

—. - otligér. ground ‘is qumg sand (sce 2 Tim.
. 3:16-17). What are the constituent cle-
s “ments of Pentecnqml experlmw" o

(‘hc}uttlu, Wash. ,'

7 May, 1975

l l'mu(usl Ml-.ANh HEeAgT
John the Baptist! preachiod two bap-

) Lismq—-wulcr und fire (Matt. 3:11- -12).

Fire qe[mmtes. punﬁes purges, and
\dcstmw Paul says in Rom 6:6: *That

the body of sif might he destroyed. "“-
- MFor-he that-is dead is freed from sin’
“ el T). Peter affirms that-both Jews and -

Punery,

Gentiles received identical clednsing and )

Sprit-filling (Acts 15:8-9). Ralph Earle
points out that the verbs giviag and -
'punfymg suggest a erisiy rather, than a

process, described by the aorist. Daniel

lele speaking-of Acta 15:9, says: *This o
verse is a key to the 1mluntanenus, sane- |
tifying work of the Holy Ghost wrought in- -

“the hearts of believers on the day of Pen- ~

-teu)at-ﬂmce the words ‘even as he did

unto.us’ refer to that vecasion.” Dr. Earle

..in Beacon Bible Cr)mmenmry mentions

criferia for Judg,ment of the true mean- | ‘Knowling’s pertinent observation about’.

katharisas) . their .

purifying - (cleansing, -
‘hearts. ‘He says: “Here if- stands in con-

“trast to the outward purification of cir- .
Jeumcision upon whlch thc Judaizers - . .
_insisted.”, . <

When Jea.us cleamed thc leper wlnch :
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i a strlkmg type of sin in thc soul, He
completely cleansed -away this dmeuse‘
-(Matt, 8:3). It was also lnstuntan_wus .

- “not gradual—* 1mmedmte]y -

.11, Basic Pl-N'mcoml Expum*m* Au;o.

* 4 MEANS THE INFILLING OF THE, How Seinrrr
'(Ac,ts 2:4; 4:8).

" The rushmg mlghty wind,” “Lloven Co

© tongues like as of fire,” and “other:.
tongues” were marginal and temporary. .

A ‘lli“md new - digpensation - was heing

| ushered ‘Paul "~ wrote: " “Whetefore

. umgues are t"ur a_sign, not to them thut -

helleve, but to-them that helwve qot” .

{I' Cor. 14:22). Tongues were for the Jewvf B
“who required a.special sign to L(uwm( TR
them that Gentiles ay well as Jews miay
-+ receive the hlesqmp_a of thls d;apﬂmntum .
© (1 Cor. 1:22),- .
i The ‘blessed: fullness of . lhe bplnt i
'_‘-the norm of New '[! dsla\ment experience. - -
“The seven deavons were rcql,llrt.d ta hu;_‘
' bpmt filled (Acts G:4).. ‘
-~ Barnabas, was - Spirit-filled” servant .. .
- 'ui God (Acts 11: 24). Saul received his.

sight dnd was filled with the Spirit- llxrce

" days after his Damascus rogd conversion
" (Acts 9:17) Paul wrote to ‘the Ephesians, .

‘ "i_’.c filled with the Spirit” (5;18).

E..Stanley Jones, called hy munv“thc
“.greatest missionary since Paul,” tells of
“'his - personal Péntecost. He had been’

soundly eonverted, but found things in
. the cellar of his l:le "Pempers, attitudes, *
g (hsgruntled kind of feeling, a battle, a
~struggle which ‘puzzled him.. He begnn . *.

reading the book The Christian'’s Secret

cofa Happy Itfe and it set his heart afire,

The inner voice (Spirit) said, “This is'the -
“time to get it.” He.wanted tofinish read-
.7 ing the book first, hul Lhe Hpml anul
U *Now!?s

He closed lhc honk und drnpped on }us

knees hesideé his bed and asked, “Lord,
what du Yuu wang me 'to do?”: The Lord
. asked if he would give his all, assuring

him that the altar sanctifies the-gift. Mr.
Jones ‘said he would” give ‘all "and- rose

" from his knees without any-feeling. He.
" walked about the room literally pashing -

his doubts: away fromi him.-Then sud:

denly he was filled with’the Holy Spirit,
- Waves of refining, clednsing fire went-
. through -him, ‘and he walked the floor -
- with tears of’ joy Tor some minutes, He
said lhut thc Huly Splrlt hnd m()vcd m_‘ :

L apn

and moved into the subiconscious. ‘His
conscious ‘and’ subconscious mind - were .-
under a single control and no-longer at -
war, He testifies, "I knew that life was
_permanently upon a hlghcr level. My soul’
wis heating out music faster than ever =
. before, It was the second degree of glory .«
'The secker of heart purity and Spirit- " -
- i'nﬁlling must always remember that the -
- experience -is received. and [retained by °
“faith_in the efficacious, ammnf_, Blood -
(Hel) 13:12) "and the promises of God.
[)q hat place your faith in your consg-

crutmn -emolions, ecstasies, thc wntnu%
ar tears, but in the bload nf Christ and
His ' Holy Ward, “He- that believeth- on

we, as the seripture hath said .. . they *.~
* that believe™ (.Iuhn 7 ’38-.19) “bunttlﬁed

by meh that is'in me” (Acts 26:18). This
‘means faith in the Blood that provides it,

faith m the promises: of God (Gal. 3: 14}
IH1. ANmm-n Basic Aseect Is DYNAMIL':

bl'ml rual. Powen..

faculty expresséd by dynamn—the pnwer

of Lhe Holy Spirit.” “Bit ye shall receive
power after: thut the Holy Ghost is come |
S upon you: and'ye shall be witnesses'unto
~me -hoth.in Jcrusalem, and in all Judaea, -
-and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost”

pilrt of the cdrth" (Acts 1:8):

~This power is:an absolute! new-.qlty lor B
-the Churchi of Jesus - Chrhth—pusunﬂllv"‘
" and collectively. There is no worthy-suh:

stitutes Without it" we mercly mnsqimr-

__ade, operate in-the' ﬁc%h, uml ;,neve the -
Holy Spirit. A
- "Wé have-read of-a man wlm was olfered'

an attractive sum of money- if He would
attempt to fake’a motorless automohile

from New York to-Los Angeles; He ac- -
.cepted Lhe challénge because he’ coveted,_
*the prize. Heé started;-and on the level or
downgrade he: moved uiong but he en.
countered-hills dnd bad' roads and’ many .

difficult places. Scores of times.he

;. *“thumbed” passing drivers for . needed B
help. “He' calways tried to' cover up the
missing engine. Some cursed him and re- -~

fusied to help. Some gave hélp. He missed

‘many meals and had sleepless nights, .
hut after many months he rem.hed Ll)b .

The F’roachar s Magaziner a

In Acts 1:7-8, we have two (xreck wnrda'
for puwe Power is authority in v: 7. In-
v. 8 it is dynamis from whichwwe gel the
sword dynamite. Properly. this. medans
freedom to exercise the mw:lrd force nr

“Angeles. and received his prize, He de-"
_ “claréd he would never do’it agiin for'all’
“the money in the world, This ig like try-. :
. ing to np'emte the Church ‘without the
- powerful engine of the Holy Spirit, “Not

by mu,hl, nor hy power, but by my

" spirit.”

The new- mnvert need% to: rtu!m: thc

' '_need of the indwelling Spirit. As we walk *

- - in"the light, the precious blaod of Chnqt

S cleumes and- the Spmt fills’ the inner
T ogelf .

lhe apnqlle not nnly fﬂund “ev1l

"

. present,” in Romans 7, but _also nout:'d
‘power nbs(_nt “How. ln perform I
“find not.’

‘In Lhe Fall ‘man was: not only depmved
he was nl-m dcpr:wd “Corruption “had

- entered. Vltnhty was pgone, Beciduse of
.. this original sin.in his nature man needs.

the: mighty power:of the Spirit, Both
préacher and luymen need a Lenume

- Pentecost.” . "

We, greatly err when we. locate puwer'
" only in*gifts. There is not only power for -
-witnessing, but the Scriptures alse teach
.the need.of pawer for daily life. **Be thou
“partoker of the afflictions of the gospel

nu:ordm;, to the power of God” (2'T'im. 1

-8): Here is suffering. rgther than-service.”.
‘Paul nceded more grace ‘and power in th(..
_dungeon at, Philippl than on Mars’ Hill.
~In Col. 1:11, tie crystallized thé truth as

"powcr unto il putlenu, and longsuffer-
ing with joyfulness.” This is subjective .’

rather - than - ob_)e(,uve—-» atrengthened_.
“ with might by his bpmt in the inner
‘ .mun" (Lph 'l :16). - :

Iv. PPMFCOb'r‘IN Exvuumcv ALSO

MEANS TilE STATE 0F Prrrecr Lovr TO -
: _(,on AND MAN

Jesus, in "His high- pnestly prnycr in

"John 17, wos- burdened for the sanctifi- -
. eation of Hm d:qcmlca (17 17) I’cmwm,l

- D
answered H:s mterccsmon If came sud- '
denly” (Acts 2:2). It is always instantane-
ous in punfylng,, |nf11|1ng, and

" enduement, but it results in a condition

-or. atate-of perfect-love. Note His prayer:..
“O° righteous Father . thcse' ‘have
‘known that thou hast’ sent me. L that |
“the love wherewith'thou hast : loved me
‘may be in them" (17:26: 26) “That thou -
“und thy love, and I and my love; may he
in them . /
- that Iova (Wes‘ley's' "New Testamerit :
Note:,) :

-The” pre Pentccostal reh;,u)uq state of
thc discjples was. characterized by.a nar:
row sectarisnism, self-secking, n vindie-

©tive. spirit, o self:saving spirit, dullness ™ *

wof understanding;- cowardice,” doubts,-
fears, and other carnal manifestations.:
Their love life was very imperfect; But' -
“Pentecost filled them with divine (agape)
luve such as Jesus had. )

. We recall an aged saint of God ‘who mld -
T us how he found the qanctlfymg grace of

God. No doctrinal,-clarifying message
“from the pulpit had pointed the way. But

- his heart hunger for holiness drove him -
repeatedly .to ‘his knices, searching the
-Sériptures, and” the reading of : Cook’s

" Theglogy on sanctification. One day he -
read these words: “If you have anything . -

- in your heurrt contrary to divine love you .
" are not yet sanctified.” He read it again,’ -

then put the book on his lap, bowed his.
-head, and hegan to pray. Soon he was orni

his knees prevmlmg with God, tears flows -
ing. In a few moments he was blessedly
filled "with. the Holy Spirit.. This was

mqtnntaneous, and the years following he,

‘lived .a- victorious life ‘hid with Christ in
God. His lpve was always erfcct—one
of God’s.saints day by dny a_r

. First' Corinthians 13 is a full descr:p
tion of the perfect love we possess whien
“we ‘have received a.personal Pentecost. -
[t is for us . aH today {Acts 2:38- 39)

- QUR STEWARDSHIP is n'lwn-ys bhowmg——.m our prdétic'e of lhé art
of worship, in the wuy we support our beliefs willi our money, sind i inthe
B whole dlspﬁsltlon ol‘ our lnres townrdq (md und our fcllowmen ’

" May, 1975
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MAKING MOUNTAINS
- QUT. OF MOLEHILLS(H 42}

- BeripTURE: Luke H3742 0

©  INTRODUCTION: The name’ “Phnrmnu.

literally. mieans- “the separated . ones,’

7 In tlie bwo centuriss before Chrm many:
- of ‘the Jews became worldly. They con-

. formed more ‘and more Lo the customs of
- the pagans around them, "The sect of Lhe
- Pharisees - arow i opposmon to this’

trend

The Phamees pnded ahemselves on -

strict adhérence to the law of Moses. Un-

“ike: the other” Jews, they metlculnusly-
. _observed. every leasl regulation’ in. the’
.. - Law. They even went beyond this and -
. developed a long list of ruleq called “the.. " .
= trad:tum of the elders.”

Th:s ‘consistecd
of minute, dctmled regulations for every’
-aspect " of. daily living.

All this was a burden too heavy for the

. eoinmon people to_hear. But the Phari-"
" sees were “‘the sepumted ones,” whu felt
. they were the pnly godly pcoptc in lumcl

" MA.romN(: ON Mmons L .
One day a Pharisce invited Jnsua to

come te his house for-dinner.- We rend
that Jesus went in and “sat down o

- meat.,” This is-one word’ in Greek;
anep'esen thernlly it means - “He fr,ll' _
. back'; that is, “He reclined.” . This refers -

to the prevailing custom’'in the better:

homes of Palgstine in that doy of reclin-. 8 :

ing on couches around the table wh]le
eating, 'l"hc correct translatmn here is:

PR

The  Pharisees
o . .called this “putting a Fcnce arourid. c}ic,
. Law;" to keep it from being broken.

-8 he went in and reclined at thc mble" =

" (New Intemanrmut Version). *
We do not know_ why tliis PhﬂNHEB in-

know that he was critical in *his attitude,
He was watching Jesus. careflully . aml

“marvelled t!mt he had nol first Wﬂﬁhl‘
beinro dinner.

‘Phis does not. mcﬂn thut hl‘a (xuesl

' eame to the table with dirt on His'hands,

But He had fuiled.to go through the cer¢.
monjal process prescribed by the Bhari.

- sees at that'time. The Greek verly Lmn‘:-_

lated “washed" here is baptizo, which we'

‘..

+ vited Jesus home for dinner,. but wedo

-have taken over into English as “hap- ..

Jtize” It waos. the lack of observing the

rehgmus Leremmw of wnslung LhuL hoth. S

-ered the Pharisce.

the outside of the cumm(l the |)lattcr but
“your inward part is full of rnvemn;, and
- wickedness.,” The - King' James “word

“ravening hardly’ uunmunu,utes anything.

A the modern reader. "The Greek word -

‘me The New' Internationat- V.rqmn wp)m,h!
ST by, Nw. York “lh]l ‘unwl) !ntornuilmml U‘»cd
hy m‘rml.li-uun .

" By Ralp.h'_ Earle

Nazareno Thoolagicil
. Sominaty; Kansas 'Cuy. Mo - -

_The Preacher's Magazine '« .

Noting the ulmude of. H:s host; Jesu:~ ' ',i -
said: “Now do ye Pharisces ‘make clean -

Pralessor of New Testamerl ..

NI

"

means

“robbery” or “greediness.” While
the Pharisees were legalistically bathing
their bodiés, .their’ hearts. wem fuil of
greed and wukednw‘a '

Verse 41 seems difficult o understund

'(rt.ud in. KJV) The New International *

Version gives a good tramlntmn of the

' “ofiginal Greek: “But give what is indide
. to the poor, and everything will be clean.

for yiu." That is, do'not give just money
to the poor, give your heart! Someone

" has well expre%ed it this way: “A lovmg
" deed makes'the hands elean.” That 'was -
. the lesson this Pharlsec needed to learn

. "The Pharisees were majoring on mingrs.

; Jeaus said: *Ye tithe mint and rue and aj

manner of herbs.” They carefully counted
out each little" item of what they raised

~and comuemmuqu gave’ ong-tenth of li;

1o God: But they were failing to give un:

selfish love to-Him and-to their, fellow:

men. They were giving meficulous

_attention to their outward acts; but ne-
: gleumg thelr mner ntmudts :

. 1[ MI‘%‘:INGTIH-‘IM]‘(JR‘]‘ANI‘

T 'he charge that Jesus 'hmught m.,mnst
the- Pharisees- was this: You “pass over -

U _|ud;,mnnt and the love of God"—better,

“You neglect justice’snd the love of Gud

(NIV). They were strong on “judgment”’
" “in.the sense of judging otherq constantly.
"But.‘they lacked' that -sense of fairness’,

and justice that is (!nlphﬂbl?(!d in huth

“the Old Testament and the New. -

This is the bane of all legalism. Tt is S s0r

.; engroqqed in -thé minute detmlb of- the*

© - most imporlant matters,
_graphically on another ncension when He -
: talked gbout & man nskmg, topulla spu:k

minor- things of life that it misses the
Jesus put. it

out-of his brother's eye when he himself

" had'a big plank in his own eye. Tithingis.
- important. But the all-important thing is

- showing a-good attitude and being fair’

and Juqt m all thm we do i in !:fe

L MAKING No BaLance

The good life is a balanced hfe JEbUb

' ‘qmd “These ought ye to have dnne. and:

not to leave the other undone.” In other -
words, “Don’t stop tithing,. but be care-
ful to show justice and love.”-God is not -

-pléased with our worshiping Him when

“we show. o bad spirit to others, ‘In His -

: ssght this is sheer hypocrisy. Or, to putiit ,
.in the context here “Gud does riot care

May 1975

‘t_-

fnr ceremonies in themqelch and only -

- caces for them at all. when they are ac-

companied by sincere goodness” (Farrar)..
The Pharisees were concerned with tlthes

and ceremonial washing, but they ne-"

glected 'Lhe weightier'matters of the luw. U

’l‘he Lhief utcupntiun “of

‘molehilis. We need Lo keep a prqper bal-
ance hetwcen the outer and the.inner:,

The ﬁrst is |mpm-umt ‘but the latter is

lhe mmt 1m portam

Alay lI . T
THE MAN GOD CALLED A FOOL
(12 20) )

‘Scmm Um-, Luke 1213 21 ;
. InTrRODUCTION: One day . a’man came to

Jesus with this urgent request: “Teacher,
tell my brother to divide the inheritance.
with-me" (NIV), It may-he that this man
was being: denied. his- fnir. share. of the -
fumlly estate But. perhaps it was & d1f—
ferent picture: This fellow was the youn--

ger'of two sons.:His father had just died.

According. to the Mosaic: l‘nw (Deut. 21:
© 17), the oldest son was Lo receive a double
portion of his: father’s ‘estate—in this

‘case, twn thirds. of the total. The youn-

ger soh 'was not satisfied withthe arrapge-.

‘ment; he wanted his older, brother to give-

him half'the estate. Now he is trying to
get Jesus, who‘was: obvmusly kind and
loving, to help him-out. .

In reply, Christ romonstrated wuh thm )

-selfish individual: “Man, who made me a’
" judge or a divider’ [arbitrator| over you?!

He then went on'to warn the man: “Take

_heed, and beware of covetousress: for a

nan’s life consisteth . not in the ‘sbun-

dance Of the things which he posqessuth" o

(v 15 S

- To remforce thm truth, .Ie:.us told the
parable of the rich fool (vv..16-21). The
‘rieh’ man of, this pnrahle wnq o fnol for

_three reusons. L

1L HE TliOUGIlT Mom: OF Hmsur TuAN
or-OTHERS {v 18). :
Thls man was blesscd with ubundnnce
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judgment murcy. and fmth" (MatL 22
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‘We read? “The ground of a certain rich

man brought forth plentifully.” It wasn't

“he whn made his crops grow; it was God.' -

. But instead of ihanking God for His fa-
Lvor, lie only congratulated himself,

* He was embarrassed with, nhund&nce :

L(mkmg at_his humper crop; he cried out
in consternation, “What shall [ do? [ have

‘no place to sture my crops” (NIV) 'lt was :

"a-hard problem.:

. What was . his deusmn" “This will 1+
~do: [ will pull down my barns, and- build

‘greater; and there will || be%nw all my
- fruitg” Af—thc, (xreek s0ys . [_,ram#'w ‘and
my goods.”

Whit was wrong wnh !hw" chnl]y it

“wasall right, but mirally it was all wrong.

Why? Heulus(. all-around him were poor
people,
~enough'to eat. 'If this man had had any
canscience, he would have distribited his.
-surplus Tood to. hl‘i’ needy ‘neighbory in-
stead nf' stormg it up- for himself.

1. He'l
“His Sour. (v.'18).
- On the susface this verse seems 1o con-.

Lradlct that statement. He would say to’

his: “soul,” that is; hiinsell: “Saul, thou
hast much g(mdq lmd up for'miny years;.

7 take thine-case, ent, drink, .and he, mer
ry." What a 100[‘ ‘He thuught he cuuld ‘

feed his snul on phyqtml fon(l 'l‘hnt iy~
crazy!
The wnrd saul huq many meumnm in

- . English;_just -as the Greek word - here,
" psyche, had.many connotations,. In their

- Lexicon Amndt.and Gingrich say: “It is say and write a [ot-of wild speculation is

“no excuse for our avoiding a . topic that
““bulks solarge in the New: 'l‘eqtumult Al
- three Synoptic. (}uspt.]s give.n prmnlmnt
_place to it; the note is struck with star- .
tling clarlty in the first chapter of Acth .y
(v..11}. Ttis the main emphasis of Paul’s -~
first two Eplhtleq {1.and 2 .Thessalo-
: nmns) We are not bemg qcnptuml whcn B

often impossible to draw hard and- fn'at'
lines betwecn the meanings of this many-.
sided word.” Actually, this foolish. man:

. was making the mistake that many Tool-- -
. ish people. make tuday He was thinking
17 that the material is.the main part of lifer-
1t is the same mistake that millions are
N making today. They live only fot physi-
- cal gatisfaction, forgetting that they have: .

A never-dying soul to. save,
_And fit it for the sky. . >
vEat, ‘drink, and be merry.” This is the

~ - philasophy of toé many today. This is all
-of life! But it means a’ deud soul nnd an.
' 'empty heart. - S

II. Hg " m)ut.nr MOHI-‘ OF I‘:Ml-: 'I‘.IMN'

“Erennery (v, 20).

Nn wonder thut Jesua mdlmled Gnd
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many of whom did ‘not have .

unm HT. Monw 0} Hlb Bomr 'umn

;' Afuy 18

‘ Q(‘mwum Luke 12:35 .)i R o
INTHODUETION: Much tndny i hmm, said

-ahout )
. the Old and New Testaments. It is the -
fgure- of a persnn pullmg to;,cther the -

cnlled thm mhn a hml' And then He gave

the. divine judgment: “This night- thy:
soul shall be required of thee: then whose.
“ghall those thmgs be, . whsch thou, Imsi.

- provided?” .
The rich mmimwlw wils reuily “the

_poor man’! ——thuug}ll unly of tinie; he for- .
This - was o serious over-’ - .
“gight, as lie now. learncd He could not . "
“take one thlng, of ull the mnqs uf;,undq he: B

“got eternity.

“had sccumulated.-

The fatal rmqtnke lhut mmt pmple -

make is that they fnrget eternity, Yet the

belief in an “afterlife is a definite part of
. humnn C()[l"s(.l()ll‘sl‘lE'\'\. S a

CUNCI USION: - buppuqc a persnn }md his "l
. chmce between one year of plcusurc zmdf
" 50 years of agonizing suffering on the one” -
~ hand, und on (he other hand one year of *
_hardship and 50 years of glorious - happi--
- ness; which would he choose?. Only a fool
S wou]d Lhuose the fnrmer' S

~ ON BEING READY FOR THE ns‘rurm o

_OF CHRIST {12 40).

i

about the. Second Coming.: Same people -
would like to cali for a moratorium on the
subject. But just becausé a few fanatics

we ignore it.

“Always the main emphasns anesus was. .
* on*watchfulness, rather than on speclﬁc
‘events. We need often to sound tlns im: :

pm'tmlt note

) ;'—I The Nm‘n F()l! W.\'rmnumws (v 40)

-Jesus said, “Let your: loins he girded
"This is a familiar phrase in both”

- ' The Praacher s Megazine o

gash of his l()n;,r ('Iuwm;, rnhe in pr(.paru-
tion for setting oll on a journey. We

- should always be ready for our 111'1(, jour-

my——[n heaven, . .
He also said that we qhnulti hm'e our .
lights ‘hurning. This reminds us of the’

. parable of the 10 virging in Matthew 25,

Those who let their lights go out-or hurn

= Tow will not be ready swhen Christ.comes.

“Then Jedus dréw a.comparigon, (hnt nl
servants waiting for their master (o re-
turn from.a wedding. Tht,y must he ready.

-to. answet his knock and open: the door-
i muncdm!cly The servants ' who are ready ..
will be blessed with' hpecml favor from -
" the master, who may | return latesat night

of in the early morning hours. We must

_he rendy whenever Christ comes,

lI"'luh Nnn Foi FMrmul NESS (V. t")
- Peter, as usual, had somethmg to ‘mv :

Ilc. wnndercd i Jesus was giving. this -

“parable” (vv: -35- 40) for. the discipies
alone or'for all the penplc (v. 41} . Inreply -
the Master gave another hrief paruble.
He spoke of o “faithful nnd wise stew

" ard,” ar house manager, who winld hnve

the responsibility of ‘distributing food
daily to the members of ihe household.
Then He added, *“Blessed is-that ser-

.. vant, whom his lord when he cometh -
" shall find*so doing” (v.43). He would:be.

put in charge of. all the. musler 8 posses-

Usions. .- :
But if the servnnt sm(la tu lumsell :
.My master is taking a long time in ‘com-"
L ing™ (NIV), and -hegan. to hieat-the men
and women servants, ent and drink and
_pet drunk, the master would retiirn at an
uncxpectcdtum_ "Theé servant wouldlhe )

receive . lhe severe pum&thht hc de
‘served, PR
The . queslmn is ()ftw raised a8 tn

- ‘whether there will be:degrees of punish- -
‘ment in hell, Vuscs 47 and 48 seem
. clearly 16 answer “that qucslmn in the

affirmative. Jesus indicatad that the

“:'sevcrlty of the pumshmcnt would be -

guw.rncd by its. vietim's. light. The one

. who knew the Master’s will but failed to

obey would be ‘“*beaten with many

- “stripes,” while the one who unknowingly -

disobeyed- would be “beaten .with few

. stripes.” Jesus added, “For. unto whom-

soever much is given, of him shall ‘he

much required” . (v. 48). This puts a- sol- -
emn resp(msl'mhty ori s who haw. been .

© May, 1975

' hLRII’IlIHE ) S
INTRODUCTION: ‘-mme of - Jesus’ hearers -

pnvnleged ta have such p,rcut light aud
whn hive rocewcd 50 much fmm (md

- 111, Tue Neen.yon STl-.muAerHb (v. ol)
Jesus came to brmg peace on ,rmth
(2:14). But heré in v. 51, He indicates
that there is anothér side to the picture.
" Because Christ demahds undwlded loy-

) alty. He will hecome the -cause of divi:
~ gions within families.. Parents will turn

“agajnst théir children, and children

o up,ﬂfnst their parents; Ajl ths will requtire

stendfast ‘determination-on” the part of
“Christians. - Many  pebple have -Imd\{u'-
make a firm decision between God gingd
their loved ones, and some have suffered”
“severely for their fuith, It takes endur-
ance-to make it through to heaven, And,

this is needed if we are to I)L rendy fnr ,

(‘hrlqt 's rLturn

May 2% -_7 :'_._*‘-, e

REPENT OFl PEHISH (13: 5)
Luke 1! ! 1-9° N

camé to Him to tell Him about'a recent.

trnguly Pilate had killed some Galileans -
in the 'Teniple, so that thejr hhmd was

“mingled . with “their sacrifices” (v. 1)

"We have no other record of this specific -~
incident, butit fits in perfectly with what =~
character. anephus i
the Jewish historian of the {irst ccntury, -

we kriow of Pilate’s

- tells of-a number. of horrible massncres
that took place during Pilate's adminis-
tration. Evidently o féw were killed, in

this one that Josephus -does not even-.; .

mention it. Possibly this was the inci--

“dent that énvised: Herod Antmu«. rulér of- ;

“(ralilee, to betome an enemy of Pilate
1),
‘In reply Jesus n.md "I)n ynu think thut

" cally He declared, *“Na!"Then He added,
HExceptye repent; ye shail all: |lkL‘WISL
perish.” The fact that one dies a violent

death is no %peunl aign of God's disfavor,

But He has, in His:Word, revealed clearly

. His, dl:i{)l(!ﬂbl'll’c wnth every lmpcnllent_"

Sll'l.l"lel'

For good measure Jeaua addéd another s

incident . to -the one they mentioned:

et

these Galileans were worse sinners than .-
all the othér Galileans because they suf- -
fered this way?! {v. 2, NIVY..Emphati- .




L

7 -Nnthihg further is km')-w‘n ﬁbiaut'the tn'w-cr..

in Siloam falling and killing 18 pmp[c

Bat it 15; easy to underqtnnd whnt hap- -

pened.
The village of Lul(mm is on n q]npmg
~hillside - just-south of Jerusalem. Rains

- may have lotsened’ the H(lll umsm;; the - '

“tower to slip a-bit'and fall. :
. As frequently, Jesus told a pumhle lu
-illustrate His point that theanrepentant

will perigh. This time it was the pnr.lble o

of ihe barren lll., tru. (vv (a 9)

_I Tie: CoNpITion OF. THE 'I‘nm {v. h)

A man-had plaitted ‘a fig tree in his”
) vineym’d The next June, when the figs -
- should have been ripe,: hc came Enukmg

fur fruit, hut found none. -

D . S : R
-ConcLusion: Are we bearing fruit? There -
are two mcmnng,s to frait; (1) the fruit of

the Spirit in our lives; (2) the winning of

2 souls to Christ. Are.we’ bearing frm! in
 both ways? . .

" The application 10 the Jewish nmmn s

- obvieus, The pcuplc wer¢ horrified at.the. -
But .-
- the religious leaders of the nation were" "

- the ones who really deserved to- dic and- *
! They were not -
nghlemlsne% n lhelr'

“terrible massacre in the Temple.

“ “would ultimately Ferhh
 bearing the fruit o
: Iwes

b

N

A T Con'MNM TON 01- \m- 'l‘tm* (v (R
Jesus pictured the owner:coming (o the ..
‘one who took care of the .vineyard and " .

saying to himi “For -three | yemq now 1've
- been coming to look for fruit'on this fig

“_tree and haven’t found any. Cut it down! .

Why ‘should it use up the soil 7" (NIV). Tt

s hard to miss the reference to the three - ‘
.years of Jesus’ pyblic ministry. Durmg

. time th d th
_ all this time the leaders of the nation, hnd ] A Mmlwns anm Is Osip 01- l’lmm )

horne no u.pmlual frmt

o [l[ Tug (‘(}NsummrmN wn THE, —Tim.
(v 8-9) ‘ .
- The curcmker of the vmeyard hep,;,ed:
_for g little wmore time: “Leave it alone for -
one more year, and I'll dig dround.at and”
fertilize 'it, If it bears fruit next 5eur,_’

fine! If nut then cut it down' (NIV).

.'lI;‘ A M(mm(

Outlmes for Mother S Day

. By DerlG Keeler : '_f

Portralt ol a Good Molher
S(,ml'l URE BA(‘K(,R(JLNJJ Luke 1: 2(: .£8
1A (m(m M(m:m Loves (mu (v .H))

LA Goon MOHIH( Pous!-..ssps (.un (v.
35 -

HLAG 00 M{JlIIHt HHUWh (,on (\- 35
- IV A (:ouh Molm-u bnw ES' (,{)n (v .18) o

' Molher s Hymn Song
S( uu'mm- BACKGHOUND:. Luke 1: 4(: :')h

©TO (,on (v 4(:)

. MILITY TO Gon (v.-48)

1. A Morher's Hymy 1s UNI‘“U}- Re:
' MEMBERING Gon. (v. 49) -

V. A Mo'rul-ns Hymn Is ONE oF l’oma-
SNG m G(m (w |50-53)

The extension of time could refer to the ..

" months that transpired before the Chris-

tinn Chuarch took the place of Israel as.,_"-:

God's own people ‘Or it eould point for-

ward - to a.p. 70, when Jerusalem was -
destroyed and the Temple wurahlp came )

to an end..

“This chupter -ends wtth Jesus
lament over Jerusalem (vv. 34-35): The
people dld not.repent; and 80 they were
Cleft deqnlatc

28

‘sad

Mary~—A Mothers Mother

{Luke I; ‘18)

' u.'_MMWHh AT (‘un‘s'wm (Luke 2:38)° -

I, Iumsunn Gob's’ WIIL (Luke .2:19)

IV, Pratses Gon's Wit (Lauke 1: 46] )
. V. SubMIrs To Gob's Wiir. (Luke .a :22)
VI ACCOMI'I ISHES Gon's Wn L (Luke 2 7) e

H\MN 1s ONI- OF HU-_,"

I MMW—«COI\%CHATFI) 10 Gon WILI o

W

The Preacher 5 Magazlne .

X

,"‘_I

) :Hn‘ml'lum-. Josh, 20124

s

A Mother a ldeal
A mother's ideal is: .
A Cumﬂmw HUHHANID (Mutl 1: I‘))
Il,'A Gon- ('mwmn Hom (Mntt f ll) .

- JHL A Gone LOVED ()I-I-HI'IIIN(. (Mntt H18 I R
DIV A (r(]l) POINTING Onsmnm. (Muu

41.')

Jesus and Hls Molher
: 1 Jr,:.t I WRM'N BN I,uw (I,uke 2 7)
. -hsus l‘un Gon Fm».r (1\\kL 2 t(a-
R L1} X R

i_fII JE.HUH Onws!hs Mormn(l.ukeJ 1)
v, Jesus Megrs vie NEEDS OF llls‘

:MOIIIHK (John 19: 26) :

. -

Sermnn Starters
By Flobert L. Chason

The leh ol a Harlol

L Acnve Farmi (v.4) .-‘ 
© A. Saved the two spies i

‘B. Peter and John at the 'l’em'p\v'f':‘ ’

7 " Il BELIEVING FaIri {v. gy . -
"~ A, Took Gud at His word'. . :

.

‘ B. Ahmhum hL‘llcVIn[., G o(l
1. A GonrintiNG Farrd (v, 18
AlHad to keep the smrlct ‘cotd
"B. Elijah’s disgourdgement: uftor
"Mount Carmel :

| IV A REWARDING FAITH (Jush (J 2!) L

. Saved hersell
B Saved aEl of her fmm!y

X CONCI Ustin: Rahab’ acted upon t}w fuith -
" that she -had, apd it resulted in her and
= aliof her ﬁ\mlly being saved. I you will
" act upon ‘the faith that. God has given
2 oyou, then you mny hnvc thc same results.

: The Dealh of !he Highteoua
- 'I EXT: Num. 23:10 - o

- 1, Peacerun DEATH (.Iohn 14; 27)
- A Resting in peacé ‘
B. Jesus will walk with lhem

E II " ViéTomous, DFA’III (1 (‘nr 15: 55-.:7)‘—.‘

A Vll.(,(]!'y nver gt

" May, 1975

l‘h‘(: .!o»:'n "t 15,

SCRIPTURE:

B \’u.tmv over .Satrm
(‘ Vlclory in Jesus
Ill T RewArDING DEATH (Rev, 2 1.2)
A. Hear Him say: “Well done”’
" B. Receive the crown of life
(., Live with Jesus forever

Conerusion:: The death of the beggar .

- Bazarus

The choice That Delermmes
Your: Destmy

'Choose you' .
" Phis day'! -

l’HlH[)\IA! (umn
ll [MMH)IAH (l[()l(‘!-

,‘ "]Il ImpoTaNT Ci mur~“Whum vc wdl

- serve” .
v. IJECIHIVF. C u(ntl-_"WlIl serV(,

_Hannah.-a ModeI-M_pther U
1:Sam. 1:10; 2:19; :3-20-_ T
R I’lmm. Mothei (1140).

11, 'WHNKINI. Mornm (2 1.3)

ﬂ 111, HL} awn M(}T!{Ht (3 "0)

Sanchfy the People

'[EXI' Heb, {3:12 7 L
L1 "Tue  Pumpose oF . Gap: *Y l‘hat hf:
L ml;,hi qnmtafy l}m peuple :

1. "]m PROVISION oF JESUS: “Wlth hns
‘own blood” :
A Personal pruvmun~mther than
‘ Leremnnml——ve]l was rent )
B 'l’ermnnent pruv:mon (Heb, 3:1}
o Purging. pmvu-non (5amufy means
to cieunSL} :

,HI '1 e Pmu or How mns (Heh 1‘1 1'!) g
' A The. pnce to the Jews ("thhuut
“the camp”) - co :
1. Meant 1envm[., thelr reh;,mn
2. Meant leaving their fmmhes
B 'I‘hc price to Jesis
“41. "Fhe Cross
: 2" The reprogch
. The price tous )
. The cross of self- demul
' Mlcu.\n SeL uua

28 o



Parébie.-for Mo‘tzhe'l"s”

]he yOung molher set-her foot on the
- pnth of life. *Is the way long?
" Her Guide'said, "Yes: And the way is -
. hm‘d And you will be old hefore ynu reach

LA

‘she nsked.

the end of ltl But thc end W|ll he "hetter
than the hv;,ummg

But the young mothér was hnppy. and
she ‘'would " not : believe -that. unytlllng )

“could be better than these years. So'she
- played with her-children, and gathered

* harm can come.”

. e

flowers for them nfon;, the way, and-
*. bathed with.them in the cleat streams,
“and the sun shone on, lhem and life was

: “Nolh- .

_ing'will ever he tovelier than thIS ’

Then:night came, and storm; and the

good, and'the young mother cried

path was dark and’ the: thlldren shook

- with fear and cold, and the mother drew’
- them’ close . and ‘covéred them with lLier:
;man{le and-the (:h:ldren said, “Mother,

‘ﬂrnm, mul waikcd w1th courage. And
when the way was rough, they lifted her
-and earried her. And at last they came to
“a-hill, and beyond the hill they could see: -
il thnm;: rund and ;,()Idcn gmes ﬂun;. =

wide. - .
-And thie muther said, “1 hu\.u reye hed
the end of -my journey.. Now ' | \know

‘that the end is better thzm the-hegining, o
for the Lh;ldren\mm mllk .1]nne and thmr-
‘children after them.” =

‘And the. childrén sm(l

~And they stood and watched her as she

s wem on atone, and the pates. closed after

her. And'they said, “We cannot see her,

- but she is with us' qnll A mother like ours
s more than a” menmrv 511(' is a llvmg
; prewmt' ' '

!mvn Hmt EY.

( llp]:ed ltom' a nm;,nnm' IANY YeAFs ngo.
- hy Mnrk F. ‘mnth) e !

we are.not afrm(l fur you are near, nncfnn"f o

" And the mother said,
hw i better than the" \)m,hlneas of
duy, l;)r I have tuught my cluldren cour-

“age.
And the m(:rnmg came nnd there was u' N
chill ahead, nnd the children climbed and -
grew weary, and. the mother was weary,.
~but at all times she said to the cluldrcn. ,
©. “Allittle patience, and we are there.”” So
" they ¢limbed and when they reached the:
. top they said, “We u)u]d not Imvc done
: _lt withou( you, Mother.”

And the mother,. when she lay down
that night,-

which darkened the earth—clouds of war

“and haté and evil—awd the children

gropcd and stumbled. ‘The mother said,

" “Look. up, Lift your eyes to the Light.” S
“And the children.lovked and saw abover .-

" * the ¢louds an everlasting ‘glory, .and it

. puided them and brought them through
*. the darkness. And.that night.the mother | o
said, *“T'his i5 the best day of all, lor Lo

luwc shown iny ‘children God.”

‘And the days .went on, and the weeks - -
" and the-months and the years, and the |
_mother grew old, and she was tired and -~
‘Weury But her chlldrm were tslll und »

. '.éﬂ .

lnukcd up at“the stars and’
" said, *This is a better day than the last,
Cfor. my children have ‘learned. lurtlludc,

.and-éndurance in theTace of hardness.”
And the next.day came strange elouds - -

sutterin BN parrer

A graduate student wbrking on u "
‘. juvenile dclmqubnl project rcpnrlcd in:
-0 Wisconsin. University seminar that -
~hé was having dll'f'(.ulty in u)llucllng_ o
‘data.
. His pruwtt wns to lolephonc a dozcn' .
" homes around 9 p.m.-and ask’ parents.
if they kn(_:w where their children wqr_c.
“My first five calls,’” he said, “were .
-answered by chlldreq who lmd no. ldcu' o

wherc thulr purcntq wcrc

s SILENCE . . o
- when words would hurl

is PATIENCE .
" when your nc:ghbor s curr
. is DEAFNESS : .
: when a scandal flows,

is THOUGHTFULNESS .
- for others' woes,’

Lis PROMPTNESS

=~ when stern duty mHs

s COURAGE

U when misfortune falls,”

' ~—Anonymous . -

" T'he.l?‘réaqher'sj Magazine =~ -

\ml wxll al .
ways walk -with us, Mother, mcn when
-.you have gone thmu;,h the gates.' '

CHARITY e

o

= Change le’

-prenching.”
DLt

B ¥ An‘d.rv‘tu

U{JEE‘RE ANDFB{]EE‘QE

4.'. ..........‘...II'.,.'..ll.‘.........'....'.'.-.

AMONG.BOOKS =~~~

Conduclbd by lho Editor:

- . - 1

Y

: Preuchmg to (‘hnngc Lwes o
. _H} Wayne. Dehoney - (Brnn(lmun [’rew, .
~ 1974, Papery )

L24.pp., §2.50.)-
Wuyne Dehoney: is pastor u( Walput

"-_:'.A.'Slre i Baptist Church'in lmmw:lle. Ky., -
- and ])TL"\CntH ‘irc.this book 12 of his ser-

mons which - he believes represent the

Kind of preaching that changes lives. Ina

brief introduction to” the hook, he sug:

~gests some of the qualities of effeéttive
that premhmg_-
must
be_relevant (m a person-centered rath-
er than an’ issue-centered relevancyl,
S that it must be good news,; and that it
- must he evangelistic. 'The title of his book
- wonld sug,;,est u (fevelnpment of these
-nnd related issuos. It was (l:sappmntmg ’
™ fo'see only the briefest reference to t'nem, :
* followed by. the collection of sermons.
“They are good sermons, ind theyare ex--
" amples ‘of the principles suggested in the

T'hese are:
be - (luthnrttatwe, that it.

introduction. Perhaps -a more accurate

title would have” becn Sermrm.s
Co Jnm‘.s MCG;{;}»J
: Dlﬁj\gan 'Cam'p'bel‘l‘ -

‘Stoughton. and the Faith Mls'-.mn, 1974.

"“Pnper. 188 pp., $1. 95.) "

Revival.is possible in uur duy We mauy .
have it il we pay the. price, was the con- -

- vmtmn of Duncan Campbell.

“The biegriphy- of this Scottish Hl!,h-"
~ldnd preach(,r 154 movmg "God-glorifying
.acwunt of rcvwnl ‘thut came to thcj.__

My, t975_ _'

' AII books rewewed may be ordered Irom
your Pubhshmg House

~ related fo holiness,” . o
~not just a dmtrmc to be taught; it is a
© way of life,” He expenemul and hcheve(l :

’I'h(x [

Woolsey | (-H(;d der " and .

e

»

during the last 20 years.

Duncan’ Camphell’ hnd ]enrnul dm‘m;1 o
‘World War 11 that fighting was a feams
-work affair. Uphnldmg this™
for eternity’’ were many praying bands
* whom God used to bring down the con-

victing power of the. Holy Spirit. Stirring

central. message. vival \
he said. “Holiness is

ln Llennsmp, subheqm,nt to- conversion.
“Author Wnnlﬁey has given us an hone%t

‘picture of a very human heing . who -
“preached the. Bible in, simplicity. and
" sincerity -with- Heaven's wnointing, . o .
" Minister and Iayman will benefit by
‘reading this biography of & man whom .
- (od umztl in gc)ntcmpumry revival work,

"Hu. MA l’uu Lips BOU(‘K
A Hmtory 0f Preachmg Vol. 3
By Ralph G Turnbull S (Baker Book

House, 1974. Cluth,.)BG B luhlm;,mphy-

and indices, $12.93.) .

“This is the-third in a three volumc scl .°__ -
-the first two having been written by Ed- -:
* win C: Dargan. Ralph G, Turnbull fol:.

lows the schemata ‘adopted by Dargan,

dealing in four parts with the four cen-’
turics covered ,in the book (seventeenth’

through Lwcnt:eth) ‘with* each phase

Hchndea, bwtland and Nnrlh Irclandf-_,_
qlmkcsmun ;

. inecidents show the verity of thc %p\nt v
mlnwtrv tn(lny : .
" Holiness of life was Dunean (‘nmphtn CRER
“Revwnl niust ever be .

within. that btructure receiving atten- -

t:nn 'I‘urnl)ulls 1ntroduutmn 1s refrcsh-. ﬁ_'

ETR




. © - God's (,husen -way - of wnfruntmg ‘man-
. with saving truth and a personal Siivior, .
. -who is the Lord of all life:" '

B f) .

ing in its expression of faith in the high -
office of preaching. He notes the dramatic-
-social changes of reccnl yearb and the.de-

mands by seme for: a’ moratorium' on
prenching'hecnuse ‘of its seeming im-
potency,:but He declares: “The fact re-
mains that this period was cutstanding in
preaching. With the ebb and flow of the

~_tides of the Spirit, preaching: reminids as

~ Because.American preaching was nut

mciuded in" Dargan’s. two viluines, this '
omission is given H[)E(.Il'l] treatment in -

L Vol. 3. Part1 (seventcenth century) deals

. tury) there are “chapters. dealing with-
. _preaching.in the United States,.Canada, -
~ Europe, Asin, Africa, Australm and in -
. Great Bnmm ’ :

" with preaching in the United States hy

Pilgrims and Puritans from Europe, and

-by Puritans. educated in New England>
Part II' (eighteenith century) covers -
_ _preachmg in that peripd by Puritans, and--
+ by Evung,ellcnls [n.Part 1H (nineteenth.

century) there is treatment of preaching

“in the United States by Evangelicals. and ;

by liberals. In Part IV {‘twenueth <en”

. Tarnbull demonstrates unut,ual in-

sxg,ht‘s irito the recent. changes in_preach« .- .
. ing during the first half of our Lentury He = .7

'f_-P’r’ea‘cnefsjex_changg

i WAN'I hl)

above all other methods—and that the-
'l)ri'ght for 4 revival of Biblieal .
—preachm;, in the apostolic and evan-
: gellcal tmdllmn

futureis. .

- JAMI-,H Mchw

.M@WW«O‘O\WW

]thh fur lhm E :cham,(- oy lu vither \VAN I' bl) B

or FOR SALE, but must be confined 1o nld periodi-
cals and out-of- -print Wooks, All response should be

directly with the ndvertiser and yot with this office v+

the Nazarene l’ul:hnhmg House. We are glad to ren-

. der this [ree service on these ternis, T his service ot

av allah!e ta bmksmrca or Enymen
;
-

00MIIVG

nexl monlh

‘fiotes that.there is no longer a- cnptwc

audience,” and that the use of radio and

. television has tended to demanda shorter -
" sermon and a more. Journallsuc" style of

speech, 'I‘he audience has'had to be ats

“tracted 'and’ held by-the manner of the
~ preacher, as well as” his message. The
- chnllem,e of "a .new. generation: which
.- thought in"terms of new morality and a
" “situation” ethic has affected - preaching -
styles: The tragic view of life, a philoso- -
- phy of nihilism, a generation “without

knowledge of the Bible and the Hebreéw-

... "Christian - ‘herifage have. challenged the '
pulpit in new confrontation. :

"T'he three-volumeset is a classic. When'

© - you have a comprehenswe and lively
. . presentation of preaching from the Apos--
.. tolic. Fathers to'the Space Age, ym: Imve -
“a-standard in its field, .
- IF Vol 3 is “slanted,” it is in the dtr(,c- .
" tion -of the author's conviction;. as . hé.
_states it,
~ been God's:method of cominunication— -

“that - preaching has’ always. .

a2

e The Life-style of ‘i‘.'ea‘dérshlp B
-Set'a course that calls upon you to out-

serve. outgive, -and oiot-love euerybody .

. else; and you will be the gréatest

.TD Read or Not to Haad—lhe Crucral
quesllon

- There is én mterestmg and excmng"_
“world of reading today, and the wise .

pastor will get his people lnlo it.

' OWhalever Happened lo Brolher .

‘What's-His-Name? -

. The only church wnhout probiems is a.i S
. ‘church without’ people. and that ISa -

problem

"o The Witness of the Spinl

Notes from Jahn Wesley an this vual

SOH

_ 'i'héPrea‘dhér“s thé;_lné"l

I'wa copu}s nf Lhc bonk Per S
fect’ Love, hy JooAD Wood. —Perry R,
Hipple, 404 S Columbus Blvd 'l-'ucsdn,
" Arizy 8.:111 : : .

theme are prepared by Dr.. Hoy Nlchol- )

B

In these days we are thnessm}, a renewai of interest m
. 'the hfe and work of.lohn Wealey Oristhat stntoment merelv :
. areflection of my own feelings, which have been focuqr.d anew .
f.-_ upon the coritrlhutwn of thm man and alf for which he btands :
L ':-smce the- brethren in Yorkshire, aniand mnducted meona-
. tour of Epwm‘th inst year" Be that as it may, we' welcome to- O
. -this issue the addltlon of +*Wesleyana,” with a recently dig-
o covered letter to Charles ‘Wesley from his mother We dre ins - '
- debted to our assocmte Dr: Geor;,e E. Falhng, for - thlq AR
*_ contribution, and- for others Whlch will follow {rom month ta
, 'month ‘Thank you, Dr. Failing. Nn Enghshman who has ever.."- K
- lived had any greater influence upon hig country, nor: mdeed
ubon the world, than this man Wesley with ‘the * warmed:‘.
- heart Do you recall: the, stury ‘of the English nobleman who- [
- asked. a_peasant, “Why is it that 1 can't find a. place’in this.

wretched’ -village where 1 can buy a. drmk of liquor‘?“ "The

" .humble villager, secing, the rnnk of his questioner, courtenu%-:‘
R\ replled "‘Well you sce, my lord about a hundred years:
- ago, a man named John Wesley came ‘preaching in theqe-,

: parts.” They sald of Weqley, “He ncts as though he were out. o

o “of brenth in pursu1t of qoulq'” May thc same he said of all of L

.us._;.

'Yn‘ur's' for-gquls'.
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The Llfe style of

Leadershlp

el

N

- TuE SONS OF ZEBEDEE thought thEy were' ready for lendershlp when

they requested permission to sit in the place of honor; ook out. :

: ",_over the less favored, and enjoy the prestige of. having risen to ‘the. -

-

‘. .- top. They did- not wait for an election; ‘they.asked for an appointment.-
© “Grant unto us,’
and the otlier on thy left’ ‘hand, in thy glory” (Mark 10:37}).. .
.. But lendershlp means much more than sitting in the place of honor, .
mttmg anywhere-else, as.Jesus explained 'to His first followers: -~ -

" they begged, “that we may sit, one on thy- right hand

Whosoever will be great among you,. shall be your - minister: snd-‘-'

. whosoever of you w!ll be the chlefest shull be servant of all™ (Mark 10

-43b 44).

“If that statement fmled to: shock Jsmes and John back mto eccle~

e slastlcal sanlty, the Lord's next words should have made the point: “For -

even the. Son .of man came not-to be ministered unto, but. to minister, "’

" -and to give his life'a ransom for many” (v. 45).

- 'I‘here you have the secret of effective leadershlp‘spelled out so'__

: _clearly no one need miss the message If you aspire to make your.minis- - _

- try successful—and every minister should hold this noble aspiration

~~then be the gervant of all. Set a course that calls upon you to out-

| ©_serve, out- gwe and out-love everybody els¢. Follow the Master’s exam- -
“ple, even if it means glvmg your hfe a ransom for many This is the life- . - -

"style of leadership. -

) *'other disciples who heard Jesus speak these words, "Had they not learned- E

Tt took time, but Jsmes and John lesmed the lesson, and 80 d:d the5

it, the fledgling Church ‘would have weakened and died long ago.’ But .-

: they listened to their Lord, and they slowly’came to the point in their

Nives where service became 'the keynote and sacrifice the:theme.

""’I‘hey healed a fame ‘man on their 1 way to church. They preached and.;"_-
-witnessed everywhere they went: They prayed until the place was

‘They ministered and served like they thought the world would enrd

- shaken where they were nssembled together 'I‘hey found themselves in

June.1975 _"7 : -,,'-‘ ST ,i'..‘-_ o :1“ ; SR



“heing ¢ crumﬁed

-

“trouble with officers and magistrates, but when-released from prison

went right on working and serving ‘until word went out, ““These that
have tumed the world upside down ‘are- come ‘hither also” (Acts 17:6).

o Their life-style of leadership went even ds far as Jesus suggested it

'-mlght for they literally laid down their lives in Hisservice. History tells .- -
us some of them were crucified, even as their Lord had died; atleast two
" were heheaded,.and one is said to have heen boiled in oil. '

Gwmg your life a ransym for.many can hurt! - T
To be sure, stubborn hoard me.mherq. ‘gossipy busybodxe:, and

- -hackslidden church members can’ hurt; too. Carnal cheir members can e
* hurt, -and pouting pxanms "and: touchy. organists, and. frivolous teen-
" agers, .and grouchy givers. Negative votes hurt. Sometimes the condi- . i
~ tions-of our mlmsterlal leadership aimost appmach the-dimensions-of.
N "as was our Lard, who called us into His service.-But, .
* this is the way. He said it:would be, and the way we have chosen to live. . © .
- How different the life-style of the husbandmen in the parable Jesus

_ wold! They accepted the call of the mastér, set up shop in the vineyard,

~made good use of the-winepress which went with the job, and enjoyed
. themselves as though they ownéd the place. When the owrer sent-ger- -
“vants to receive the fruits from the farm, the husbandmen beat and" "
~ stoned three of them, one fatally. The master. then sent his own son; -
- saying, “They will reverence my son. But ‘when the husbandmen saw-
the son, they said among themselves, This is the helr, come, let us luli '
- him, and let us seize on his inheritance” (Matt. 21: 37-38). '
o The tragedy of the distorted view of servantship is seen in the sin of. o
" assuming ownership. Gradually, thought«; tend tp become. “my _]Ob my 7
-vineyard, my fruits, my territory,” yes, even “my church." +* _ . o
- . .What a vast dlfference there is hetween the servant, who is read_\/
- .-to fay his life-on the line, and the hasbandman, who forgets he is only -
" the steward and not-the owner of the, vineyard! And the difference'is just -
* as pronounced between today’s. pastors. who pattern thelr leaderslup life- -
styles after one or the dther of these types o S
' - Which pattern is followed when a pastor mterprets opposmon tohis -

"'pmgram to be the same as rebellion against. Almighty God? Which type

is he like when he feels a mixture. of relief'and satisfaction, but.nore-

"+ morse, when an ‘“‘Uncooperative” member leaves his- church" Does he .

~permit. himself to be more-concerned about his own position than heis . =

_ahout the kingdom of God? Is he slipping mexorubly toward the time

. when he will place at the top of his priorities the saving of his face, the’

" perpetuation of his. office, the aqsumnce of-his future the fulﬁllment of .

" his selfish ambitions? o
"These are hard questions, but they w1ll be asked agmn and agaln ‘

by those who want nothing moré than-to be like Jesus,

: In these days, Satan, our adversary, employs the subtle strategy of -
. attacking the people in the pews by weakening the preachers in the
. pulpit. This we can resist by remembermg that what happens to us is
-really immaterial.'What matters is that Christ be exalted, sinners be * °
_ redeemed, Christians be sanctified wholly, and the Church bea living =
. witness of the way God’s grace is at work in this needy world, If we be- . -

- lieve the words of Jesus, thls is the llfe-style of leadershlp for t1mes like .

‘these. -

. The Préach_er_"s Magekzlne o
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CALL TO SER\IN‘ITHOOD

-+ “H I yet pleased men, I should not,
~.be.the servant of Christ” (Gal. 1:10)."
© . My friend George shared with me -
; the other day one.of the biggest mis-
‘takes of his. pastoral career. . Upon -
-assuming leadership of a large, pres=

tigious church, he set out at once. to

o visit all of the lendmg families. There

“'was .nothing particularly - unusual

* about that. In Albert Camus’ essay,
: The: S:Ient Men, he describes the
... apparent rapport which existed be:
~tween the employer and his employ-"
-eeg in.a certain small factory But one.
. day 'strifé broke out. In the ‘ensuing.
- struggle, they all understood what =~
g _strnngers_‘ they had . always. been.
. Yvars, the subject of the story, muses .
- . .concerning his. employer “He liked
.- his workmen, no doubt, and often re-:
: called the fact that his father had be:’
. gun’as’ an apprentlce But he had
.never gone to their homes; he wasn’t

aware.”. George- dld not’ mtend to

- Amake that mistoke. - . -

" George’s problem lny in the leadmg

e question which he innocently :pro-

posed as’he visited with the people:

" “If you were the new pastor of thig.
" church, what would you do"” Here-

‘... " -ported -that some ‘gave a’ mnervous
- .laugh, some locked. squinty-eyed at -
".f_,‘the cellmg as. they pondered and‘-_
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vsome leapt at it hke a dog for a bone
- But all were more than’ happy:to re:

spond, He dlscovered that each per- .

son had a rather precise idea of what

the pﬂstor ought-to do," and what he. |~
“ought not to do. Frequently they -
" would illustrate their point.at the ex-"
-pense of his predeeessor ' :
George’s inotivations behind such

a -procedyre- was laudable enoug,h

What better way could a pastor gmn o

-----

dewce ? Further;

‘it had the udvan- ", :
tage of demonstratmg his humble- .
ness,. "his openness ‘and sensitivity; . - .
- and his willingness: to sit at his pa- -
-rishioners’ feet' and learn of them. ..
*‘What better way could. be found by a

new pastor to affirm his understand-

“ing that the ¢lass war between clergy-
" and laity i iy ended and that all mem--
‘bers.are given-the gift of the Spirit-

(Rom. 8:9) “for the commoti good”

(1 Cor.: 12:7)?7 Such a-practice was™ -
entirely in keeping with .Edward
- Schweitzer's convnctmn in regard to -
' the Earliest Church: - - ‘ o
“The distinction between. prlests-

and laity plays no part at all.

s _SV'VI" )

"Thus, on principle, éveryone is e,n--.f
gaged in.service, and there is no point’ ..
in dlstmgmshmg between ordmary'



helievers and those called to service.'
Such a strategy ‘commended itself
. alsuin practlcal terms. After all, who .
 is in better position to sense what an
" individual -member needs than fhat ..

member himself? . And who_ should be

“better’ qualified in assisting the pas-

"tor in shaping his’ ministry to the

* than'its lay members? What other

" be more in stép with the partnérship.

o have second-thoughts about such a
: gtrategy. In that -he had listened re-
- gpectfully to all opinions expressed,

unique demands of the. congregation
than this orientation éxercise ‘could

between clergy and laity which a ser-

B vant -theology suggests"

- It did not take long for G.eor{.,e to

valid of not, he unwittingly gave the

1mpréf';éi0'n that he agreed and would.

speedily conform “to - their -several

-images—which was, of course, -im-

possible. Some- voiced their ‘concern

" to him later, in regard to following

“up on_their suggestions. A few felt

_pursuing anothef. Many were dis- .
_appointed . when they. failed to see-
~ 'their new pastor fit the ldeal they had' ‘
- so carefully described. - .

" . (eorge began to. see—t,oo ]ate—*
_ :that a servanthood which becomes "
" - gervitude has betrayed itself. For the

- difference . between. diakonos, . “'ser::
vant,” and doulos, “slave,” lies pre-
cisely in the -area: of freedom: The:

- yourself (v, 14)—that is, the servant .
-~ must not gacrifice his own self-integ-
rity on behalf of the brother. Earlier.
- 'Paul declared, “If I yet pleased men,
should not be the Bervant of Chnst

3‘4 %J

that he had betrayed them by agree:
ing to one line of action. and - then

servant's service is freely rendered on

" 'behaif of the ‘brother; ii. does not
" arisein: response to the brother s de-

mand.’

diately qualifies his thought with {ke
dictum about loving your neighbor as

-

| (2 Cor.’

‘Paul was aware of this seif deatruc-'
" tive possibility in the love that serves.
" one another (Gal. 5: 13), for he imme- -

(1:10). Paul refused to surrender his -
liberty of action for the sake'of hostile -
.brethren (Gal 161 2:4- 5). Serwng
-one. another in love dependq, in the:

first instance, upon maintaining

the integrity of that which- pr‘ovides o
*the very foundation for a-genlime re: .
lationship-in love; nﬂmely, thc truth'_ o
. of the gospel. -
That same principle is. found 1n;

Paul’s - Cotinthian - correspondence.

‘Although he may defer his: enlight- -
-ened- conscience -on’ behalf” of the .~ .
‘weaker brother (Y Cor. 8), this does
not mean that _he has thereby either: =~ *
surréndered, or hmlted his freedomof .~ . !
‘action: “Why is -my liberty judged of =
“another man's conscience?” (10: 29) L
‘What is 'absolutely binding upon
Paul is hig “slave” tionsh
Jesus Christ (Rom. 1:1; Gal. 1:10; "
“ Phil. 1:1). It is this, prior loyalty, this "
primary point of reference, which -
‘qualifies and controls the wayin .
. which -he will  offer’ himself  as the__

relationship to

chupch's < servant for Jesus” bnke

“called a slave; yet free .

brother can be rendered only in the

- situation of freedoni ‘which is con- " -,
comitant to an- absolute obedierice ° -
rendered. to Christ—an obedience =~ -
which will sometimes sét’ us against-
‘the brother. Or as Bultmann putsit: .-
“*The imperative, ‘Be servants of one
‘another’ (Gal. 5:13) -
,—;render' of freedom but precnsely the .

exercise of’ it.n

George's error in -those. ﬁrst dow.
.months of ncndtrectwe pastoral-lis--
tening was ‘not in_ the salutary - o
. attempt to open up- lines of-¢om-- - -
~munication but in the leading ques- .
.tion. By  asking people’s opinion = -
regarding his pastoral task, he was
'placmg upon them' a burden which =
they never should have: carried.- The . - |
- writer to the Ephesians is quite clear, -
"m underscormg the freedom of the

Thn Preachar s Magazine '

4:5). It is the~ parudox of
‘ Jfree, yet:
. called a slave™ (1 Cor. T: 22 author’s
paraphrase). Genuine service to the .

.8 no sur---
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Spmt in calhng forth special officeq‘

‘in ‘the church: “And these were his
~gifts: .sdme Lo be_.apostles,” some .
prophets,
- pastors and teachers to eqmp God's’
- people for-work in his service, to the
* building yp of the  body of Christ” "
~(Eph. 4:11-12, 'NEB).'-The Church-;
__.cannot create,.produce, or inspire the-

* special gifts nnd -distinctive callings’

some - evangehsts, some

necessary. for..its: eqntp_r_ne_nt as .the

_people’ of God in. the,?woﬂd. It c':'an- ‘-

ohly recognize and utilize them.
“For freedom .Christ has set us
free stand- fast. thetefore, and do not

: submit again to a yoke of slnvery IR
{Gal. 5:1, RSV):2 -~ .

1. From Tht' New Eughsh Blble <5) the I)elcgulcs'

‘_'.of the Oxford Vniversity Press and the Syndics of

the (‘ambrldae Univetsity Press, 1961, 1970. Reprint:
ed-by permission.

. . 2 From. the Revised Smndard’ Versmn o[ t}w N
Bible, nopynghtcd 1946 zmd 19 . .
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‘Thera is an Imeresting and excning world

' of reading today, and the wise pas!or wu]
- .find ways of gemng his people into It

A

S
.

To Read or Not to Read—l_,;

R 'NEVER BEFORE have there bcen“
o such open-ended opportunities -
_for Christians to read, The printed -

page is pouring itself. out on the read-

- ing public today.

-John_ Bass, executive vice: pres;-

““dent of the Christian -Bookséllers
Association, ‘stated in an interview

for Etern:ty magazine that-Christian

. _books are ‘selling at a rate. never.
“'imagined possible. Hal Lindsey’s The ™
‘Late Great Planét Earth surpassed .

" the d- million mark last yedrand con-

tinues to sell 100,000 a month, The
Living Bible; A' New Song, the biog-

' raphy of Pat Boone; and Billy Gra- -
ham's The. Jésus Generation. have all’

: ’Student anarcne Theo!omcnl Semmnry

the Cruc:al Quest:on o

e . By MerrIIIS Williams“

_ »-__'readers ‘ourgelves.
. senbe, we can take our people only . a3

: _sold many more coples than could' o
have been foreseen. - - '

" The'influx of- paperbacks onto the
market has.made it posmble for more -

and more people to have ‘a book in-
their hands. ‘Christian literature— - .
- books in partlcular———ls waking’ up to
“the light of a new day.

-Qur "people can’ benefit by thlS'—; '

pregnant source of spmtual nounsh o
ment. .But unless ‘b person has an .
‘insatiable. appetite for reading—as-
“only few do—he must be encouraged o
- 'How can we. get our parishioners to -

dip.deep into this well of abundance?
First, we must aspire-to be avid -

In a- very real - - '



far as we have gone. If we rend
“theyll know it. And they’ll be more

ready to listen when- we -ask them to’
read too. Here are some suu,estlons'_-

to help us read adequately. -

‘1. Read wideély. Cover fany areas.
" We.can't afford to merely taste less--

-appealing fares and gorge on only one
. or two favorite subjects. Qur congre-

~* gations will know too well if we read
only prophecy, or only New Testa- -
ment books. We’ll repulse them with
a ‘dull, monotonous, seemingly end?!

less array of all-alike-type- Sermons. -

2. Read" wlsely There are _too
. many books on.the market not to be

. choosy. Although we'd like to, we just
don’t have time to read tHem all. We -

" ‘must select. Pick the best on a'sub-

ject, and let that be the grist for your . .

sermonic mill.

‘3. Read regularly. If we read only-

_when we feel like it, or when we are

“ingpired by a certain topic, we fail to:

. - do Justlce to bur. ministry. 'We must

set aside time each day te be alone. -
‘with a- book. Some things mlght have-
to be’ ellmmated from - our already -
. busy. schedule to allow time. for this.
_all- 1mportant exermse But read we :
© must! 0 .
T Read unth your homllettcal eye,
.. open. Much of what we read can be
- useful in preparang weekly messages.
If sométhing’ you're. reading- grahs
.. "you, sieze your pencil and jot it down. -
" It’s ‘worth too much to let it shp"

i away o
B Browse in the bookstore You-"
.. claim to be a preacher, yet you rush -
““in and out of the bookstore without. -
" .spending af-least’an hour browsing? .~
- Give those titles some. attention. -
You'll be. happily surprlsed at what'

you discover.

- 8, Join & Chrtsttan book club A
-_book club keeps . you up-to-date on -
" - current titles and. authors. Such a -

‘convenient arrangement enables you

.| .to purchase :books' systematically
- ‘with little effort and costing less than

) from the bookstore e

" If you will aspire tobe a dascrplmed

reeder yourself, you can better in-

spire your. pﬂrishioners to read.

‘How to [inspire them

- 1. [llustrate your sermons from
books Encourage your people to seek

- entire .sanctification- by giving them

insights’ from great holiness books.

‘Use ideas from books like Neiw Testa- .-
ment - Holiness, by Thomas. Cook; .
Milestone Papers, by Daniel Steele;" .
.On' Tiptoe with Love, by John.T.
‘Seamands; -and The Spirit of Holi-
‘ness, by Everett Lewis Cattell.” *
. Seat.them at a table set with'devo- "~
tional delights like -Mastery, How to. | . |
Be a Transformed Person, and The .. |
‘Way-to Power and Poise, by E. Stan-
ley Jones. Set before them My Ut-- .
. 'most for His Highest and Still Higher

- for His Highest, by Oswald Cham- -
bers. Lift them' soaring into spiritual .
“heights with A, F. Harper 8 Hol:nes‘s LT
. and:High Country ) . .
Motivate - to. service. Lend your.‘.. L

listeners into the Ecuadorian Jungles

Take ‘ them - through repeated at- -
tempts of five. American missionary .-
- families to reach the primitive Auca . '
"“Indians. Brmg them sadly but trium- - R
- phantly to that fateful day when, ina™ 7.
- last-ditch effort to give them Chrlst
“five ‘men- passed - Through Gdtes of

Splendor. . - -
: Books abound w1th materml whlch

~can be used effectively to illustrate -
,and illuminate our: sermonic offer--_ A

ings. Let’s use them! =

9. Conduct a book festwal Deslg-f., N
nate one month a year, perhaps be- .
-'ginning or ending with -National Li-
brary. Week, as Christian Reading .

Month. Feature one book each week.

_ Durmg either the mornmg or evenlng' _. e
service give a short review of the book - e
—just gnough to ‘whet 'the potentlal o

reader s appetite.

. ‘Have the local Chnstmn bookstore L _' ‘
stock seveml copies, and encourage L
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your congregatlon to buy them. If
there-is not a bookstore close, find .~
- out how. many want to purchase the
. book and order it from your publish-
“ing house. Such an emphasis will ..
. alert your people to the mspu'atlonal
_ readmg available, '

-8, 'Begin a. church’ hbrary Plan

- well before starting. Many. well-be-
.. gun libraries have been abandoned:
_-on. the shelf because they were not
-adequately planned and carel‘ully'
. executed. .
 'Here'are some general ldeas to help
"you get started. Keep in mind; how:
_ever, that these proposals reflect the

ideal situation; you'll need to adapt

“* them to your local church. What

works.for- you: might not for enother

. But you won't know until you try.
«Locate your library where .people

pass on their way-to and: from their -
: actwltles Provide maximum light: -

. ing."Hang bnghtly colored posters..
.~ Keep the jackets on the books, Don’t

-drive away prospective’ readers ‘with

somber : surroundings. Draw .them.

. with attractiveness, pleasantness,

L .and sppeal .

. -Most- smaller. churches have no_‘
- gpare room availablé during hours, -
_.-and the bulldmg is . usually - locked'

* during the week. It would, therefore,
‘bé inconvenient for people to-read at

-~ the church. But just a-bookshelf and

< 'asmall table and a chair would more.
* ~than adequately thrust you mto a

starter library.”

- Select one person to- be hbranan :
~-..perhaps a retired person who wants’
. _—to eontnbute to the church and who

: has both ablhty and desrre At any .

rate, limit it to one. More than one'

: leads to confuslon

" Stock your library. with avnrlety of

books. Evangelism, teacher training, :

church history, theology, holiness,

‘missionary, Christian living, _lnog-~-
raphy; -and devotional books . all -

shouid have space on the shelf.- .
Teachers especially will be groteful

- for ‘biblical reference books atlases,
“and \ commentaries that will help
~ them become better teachers.

I'm. sure - you've 'been concerned

about firiaricing such a project. Books - '

‘cost money. There's no denying that.

But the benefits” and. advanteges"
. gained far outweigh * the cost in- .
_'volved Even - one, ‘book -a month..

would. begin to fill your shelves, and :
in just a year you, would have 12 new Ll

useful books. -
“"Ask groups within the church to,".‘-.

sponsor a book. Individuals will alsa - -

‘want to contribute. Appoint a book

'-commattee ‘and make them respon- -
sible for selection, Emphaslze that -~ -,
“"all’ donations  are appreciated, but

" the. cuommittee would like to select

the books, so0 a proper verlety will be -
lncluded :

~Building a llbrary is like. plantmg a, .- '
~.tree: It grows'slowly, but.it grows.

strong) and stanids the test of time. .
To read of not to read is the ques-
tlon-——and it is a crucial one. May."

_ God help ys realize our responsibility - B
" and prwrlege of mtroducmg our peo- -
-ple to the interesting, inspiring, and’

chiallenging world of Christian read- -

_ Youth is oallmg today for reahty in rehglon. There rs g0 -
' -.-mueh froth and surface-type churchianity. Youth want -the renl
e thmg Young people are not generally impressed with preachers _
. who spend their days in leading demonstrations for controversial
. 'causes. They are not ¢hallenged by professed ministers who lend -

: 8 hand to Satan in breaking. down the stnndards of moral' ;

- nghteousness tmd holy lwmg

;faine..1975.
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Is the Folk Serwce a Useful

4

i’
.

) Tm: CONTEMPORARY folk Serv1ce

" may be-a more ‘relevant form- of

‘worshtp than the traditional Sunday

“morning: service. ‘Ként’ Schneider_ of
the- Chicago’ contemporary worshrp

' .center explains: 7
' ."The church gathers as a-commu--.
o mty to worship God as revealed in Chnst
"-Thé common worship of the local congre-
. ~gation sustains the life of those gathered,
..But 1 am afraid ‘that the life of many -
panahes is perishing fof the Sunday wor- -

.ghip has little to do with the Monday.

through Saturday routine. If the Church' -
- . -is to survive in a changing world, it must - ..
communicate the Christ-message in the
N language and symbols which hold mean- -

mg for modern ‘man,

, Schnerder feels that the folk ser-
" vice is an effective means of develop- -

ing a_more. ereative and meaningful

corporate act of worship primarily.
. becauge it allows. individual " wor--
- shipers 1o -get involved. It makes
them participants.rather.than obser- ",
- vers. He feels that if worship is to be
" an expression of daily worship, then
~man naturally is inclined to worship ..
. with the worda and sounds of t.he
© time. -
Fifteen years ago Ed Summerhn-
began wrrtmg musnc for the church in"

: ‘Ordulned elder, The Wcaleyan Church Asaucnale ,
- professor of music, Olivet Nazarene College.

Avenue of Worshlp'? o
| By Wllhamw Tromble ' ‘_ SRR

the ‘jazz. ldlom because he felt that .
“the reflective qualities® of jazz .im- '
“'provisation weré: especrally suited for -~
the church. At the time,. churches, -
* by and large, were not quick to ac-
- cept it. But within the past decade a-
tremenddus musical revolution swept .
- the “country. Folk and rock styles .
“'have . permeated Amer:can ¢ulture .. -
_'and led” o recent ' innovations: in<"
- church music that have -opened. the

sanctuary to -every new musical style

imaginable, from .the folk styles.of © -«
guitar-playing amateurs of both the -
laity and the clergy to the sophisti-- -
cated jazz styles of Duke Ellmgton,ﬁ o
- and his orchestra.’
~ But there is a danger Summerhn, R

Kaiser, Carmichael, Hustad, and any

-others who are. mvolved in contem- " [ -
porary church music are quick to ac-_.; AR
~knowledge. that, whlle new musié¢ is-

- refréshing; it is not an end in 1tself ..
The "end .in_ church ‘music¢ is not-

- simply to:be conterhporary in'sound, ‘. -
but useful in. worship.” The motto of . L

_the American Guild of Organlsts ex- '.

: presaes it well, **Seoli Deo Gloria,” ‘
. more correctly, musrc for the giory of
.God.

In worshlp, the folk service. charac-

'terlstlcally provides “a climate of -
. praise: Whether it mcorporates Jazz_ SN &
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. or centemponzed versions of “the oldu
.- _songs”-sung in a folksy, guitar-in- .

" “hand manner, it brings a dimension
ocof man’s secular life into relationship

with God, and it-creates an' atmo-

sphére, of honesty, _ mtlmacy, and
- sincerity. .
.- Such an atmosphere was’ certamly
present in the first.Christian services )
. held 'in" the catacombs beneath the
“.city of Rome: Lacking the splendor,

Lpomp, and circumstance:of présent
" . -cathedrals and churches, those early
according to-Josephus,
were quite folksy in their approach to™

Christians,

worship. What music"they-had was

e -partly a carry-over from the syna-

v gngue hut mostly a apontaneous ex-

" préssion of personal testimony. Wor-

~ ship was by the people and for the

.. . people, a simple’ act of pralse and
.thanksgwmg to God. o

.. ..The _contemporary folk. worshlp,

service is-an attempt to get back to

" -'the spontaneity, fervor, and intimacy -

-of "those early days; but for some

'worshxpers, the spontaneity ¢ ‘and inti-~

. macy are foreign to.the custoinary

practice of worship. Many Christians

' .are_more comfortable using "Eliza. .
. bethan English and hearing churchly -
“Victorian anthems’ thian ‘becoming .
- mttmately and- personally involved
. on a one-to-one basis. They prefer-to

worshlp God from a dlstance being

: " lost as individuals'in a’ crowd of be--

llevcrs who worship: God’ as-8 group

-, in corporate acts of responslve read
- .ing and hymn qmglng :

-Some congregations will remember

" ‘times when men and women of faith
_would take an active part in rellgmu‘;

. '-fwcrrshlp, giving testimonies and.-ex-
? horting others to do’ ]lkEWlSE some- -

times becoming so emotlonally in-

" yvolved that all: formal order of service
~ had to be dlscontmued untl'l “the
“shouting : was “over,’

th’dse_ kinds of.services weré folk ser-
- _vices. Even-in those days, however,
' perc;onal trecdom was granted as a "

and in .a way

‘rather untusual _“dut]aouririg of the ~

- Spirit,” rather than a usual order of
service; because churches of all faiths

‘and denominations have been some--
what leery of too. much personal.

““freedom”  in ‘praise and. worship,
though leadera have ‘quickly ‘taken
~hands off any -demorstrations ‘that

shlp services in general, in -all
churches to a greater or lesser extent

-

' seemed to be. dlvmely mqplred Wor- -

are well t;truct,ured whether they be‘ .

“formal" or not,
‘The fact'is thaL qlmple folk funes

and street language lend. thembelveq -

to’' mformahty, and draw men closer
“to each .other; but maybe that is a
_ problem: Some believers would ra-

ther:.not be drawn’ closer to each
. other. They feel uncomfortable shar- .
The - folksy.~
. tunes and convivial atmoaphere do -

ing personal feelings.

‘not 1mp1re them to ‘greater com-
~munion with- "God,’ much less thc:r
fellowman ' :

Even those who clalm to be more

personal in their worshlp than theso-
‘called high-church congregatmnq», .
“would hesitate to partlcnpate in fatk. .
worshlp as it is practiced. in some ~ ~
and - Dp1scopal‘ ‘
.churches. The téstimony is personal. -
“and the sdngs are intimate, reflecting. ~ -

Presbyterlan

‘personal joy and-fear; but the media :

“of the contemporary folk service are” .~
foreign. The flood of ‘muste coming

" from-folk guitars, drums, and electri-

_ “fied instruments ' is: frlghtemng to .
» many, evangelical congregatmna ‘The - -

-sights’ dand. sounds - are utterly dif- -

ferent, than anything seen or heardlmj
The . -service .-

“the sanctuary ‘before.
seems noisy, vulgar, and 1rreverent
- "The people are apprehenswe

" There is a trend however, toward
_mgre exploration and. experimenta-
tion with folk media: More and more
Evangellcals are holding folk ser-
_vices. Publishers are offermg a wide’
variety of folk music, and churches

- dre formmg speual ensemb!es to pre-' oo

g
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sent 1t to worshlpmg congregatlons

T sometlmes in occasional local ser-

- vices, sometimes .in. regular weekly
convocatlons, and
cross-country- touts. Al of these ef-

forts are interided to” improve the -

.quallty of worshlp by involvings the -

. folks in-the pews in -personal ucts of-

“praise.
Even in. churches where tht.re is

little desire to do a folk service, there"

is’ a: growing tendency to mvolve the -

*" ‘chancel choir in the singing of folk -

songs or anthems, as they are some:

~ times called. “Lonely Voices’ by Bil-
is a fairly good exam- -

~ple of the folk anthem Some of the
- textis as follows:. ~ ~
- Lonely voices crying in the cuy,

‘Lonely voices soundmg likeg
- child; - '

" *. Lonely .voices ‘come’ from busy pco-"' .

. ple,.
To d‘:sturb to etop a little whzle

. Lanely faces Iookmg for the sunrise, -

Just to find.another busy day:

" Lonely faces all around the city; . - -

o Men afrmd but too ashamed to )
pray.! :

lnterestmgiy though w}ulo one

. group of churches reaches for more

- -folksy material, another group seekq

. less of it. Whlle gome are weamng

. '_themaelves of folk and “‘gospel” songs -

- and moving toward the more sophis-
* ticated anthems, others are turning -

.away from churchly anthems toward -
folk and rock music.-In his remarks’-
" to.the National Church Music Fel- »

" lowship, Don Hustad observéd,

“The promised land is not necess&nly .
.at. the top of the hill of so-called classical
“ music. In fact, we do look foolish in so-

betieving. and . in aliowmg ‘ourselves o
: ]deprecmte our unique music; for we find’
‘ourselves climbing the high rond toward.

' _aesthetic. perfection Just’ as. our_-high
' church brothers are coming down the th

- -strummmg gu1turs ag they pa% us. ;,om;,

© the other way.

L ("opyn[.:hr. Hope I’uhhshtm, (‘o l‘J 8, Ua'ed by
permua.amn . .

.
A

sometimes . in’

" In the future"he said, a.mixture of

won |

styleszay be common among. con-

gregations of all faiths..The main

goa] of all believers is to become “one

in the body of Christ.” In order'to -

accomplish such a goal, men of dif-

ferent, musical and liturgical prefer-

-ence must seek new and better ways -
" of ‘'making worship relevant to each.
other. In" any single corigregation, -
there are those who prefer folksy . .|
‘tunes and frank. language -and there .

are those who prefer a ‘more sophisti- -

.cated music and poetic language. To

* say that the folk approach to worship . . -~
is the @nswer to total congregatlonol L

partlclpatxon is false. But tosay that . . o

. the folk service should be discounted -
.as a means of WOl‘Shlp is also false. "

What premoe]y is a:folk worshlp.!_ S

L servnce" Basmal!y, it is a service, :
in- which folk

any kmd of . service,

-music and common language ‘are

".used as a vehicle of worship, Usually

*the language of the songs and prayers - .
~ and- scnptures is in the vernacular, - -
~and the music is a simple tune‘. .
accompamed by gultﬂr The service

is structured .maore or less, accordmg o

“to a rather ﬂexlble ‘worship ‘guide”.

. rather thun the usunlly stnct “order}.r

of. serv:ce

'I‘he fact is, as H Myron Bx;aun
pomts out; “many’ congregatlons are
segregutlon .
-and closed-mindedness.” In the true”. -
_spirit of Christ, believers.ought to be"
more friendly and less aloof, especial-. -
1y to outsiders. They ought to love .
their nelghbors ‘a8 themselves They: .
need : to.-open their minds to the

bastions -of - aloofness, .

changing “world about “them and -

strive to glorify God. throu_gh_ newand . -

“better forms of worship .in - the con- .
‘temporary ‘sounds and lunguage of -

the present day.

- The. folk service ¢an be a useful R
menns of contemporiry . worshlp for' o

* all chiirches. 1t should be given a try,

at leﬂst A sxmple meamngful folk. = .

The Preacher ] Mugﬂzlno'

. place to start. It is only a beginning,

Ministers should look for the best

-

song accompamed by a gultar is a. - churches and plan the’ best moment‘;:

ties of .effective praise and worship.
-grace and love. It has been good to

_ for their use, so that congréegations.
but it can lead to exciting possibili- « will say, “We have.seen ourselves as
* we really are in the light.of God's =

: Ore

materials for -their

particular

have been hero

W TRy

. “Heaveuliy' Ffether lblésé .rhy'peotor' 'i-te : . )
E ‘works $0 hard for hIS people. Thank You : B
- God, for givmg us a pastor who cares

o Som‘. DAYS COME only Fn gray; That

was the way it was. The heavy

- ¢louds. pressed wearily on the low ..
. ridges. Everything had turned to.gray -

~ -—many shades, but, all gray. The
. cold, gray road splashed against the .
car .as I:followed the contour of the
.7 "hillside.. Yesterday the- picturesque
. sight had been aflame with. the fan:,
" tastic colors of autumn, but during .

the night all the color had faded.
" 1-had just left a meeting of min-

“isters. That morning. the mlmstersj
_had: abandoned the enjoyment of"

. visiting ' as the ‘leader turned our
-+ minds -into pathways that brought
" . only sad -shadows of past failures.
. The fire had grown cold as the men
' "‘_had grown silent. Sheets of statistics °
“and challenges shuffled
“hands. The speaker sensed. the effec- -

.7 tiveness of his method, and built -
.. skillfully ‘upori the foundation-of his
. - listeners’ self-depreciation,: Look at -
- _the times we had- failed. What we
- should have done was so far beyond

. what we’ had done that it wis a
laughuble compamon—-but no one

* laughed. , ‘

‘antor hrst (hurch of (ht Nararene Alh!my
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‘in tense .

‘last moments.”

The Pastors MISSIOI’J

By Edwin E.: Crawford J;'

ey

2 qutckly escaped the sombre at-
mosphere of the meeting place for.the : . -
‘ool rain. There was'a kind of wash-.
ing“that brought -instant but-short
‘relief; The interior of the car becume"

a- prison for. the’ thoughts ‘that 1

. wished,would escape.

- What was. ] doing as a rnlmster"

Was I really the failure that I thought " - e
myself to be? Was I not a greater .
“failuré than I'could even realize? No. . -

answer to any’ questjon; I ‘had falien

" intoa gray day that grew darker wnth v
“each troubled moment.. T

" Lwak nearing town. My. excuse for

“leaving ‘the mieeting early was valid,

" A member of my congregation was in -
‘the hospital,
promised that I would see hlm Iwon-—-

"desperately ill.-T had

dered what ‘a. failure like me miight -

‘say to a man who might beliving his- ..~
‘Many times I ‘had -

been with this family, They were not.
members of our church when T first

- met them. A" new venture” had col-
lapsed anid- they were uncertain what - .
‘they could.de. The dream’ that. had
cost them everything had turned into
-..a ‘horrible nightmare. I had been with - -
. them: then g would be with them:'

. now. L e e

IEEET IR



"~ The elevator was much too quick .
- for my spirit. ‘A few slow steps and.
- 1 stood by the man for whom 1 had .
' foften prayed, His breath was. nearly
.. gone; the dim llght of the room re-. -

- “flected -on a colorless face. 1 spoke -
- to my friend and held his weak hand :
“'in mine, It seemed that:I wished to

" 'give him some of my life to sce him
- through these critical moments.

With, instructions :to. be -brief, 1
' began to. pray for my friend. 1do not .
“recall what'1 sdid; but as I opened my
-eyes, his.hand suddenly pressed my .
hand tightly, and [ heard him pray-.

.. ing. A word at a time, then shallow
. breathing. He said only a few wordq,

but: they shall ‘never. leave my m:nd

TR

"Henvenly Father bleas ‘my pastor
He works so hard -for- his people.’

“Thank You, God, for gmng usa pas- _

tor who cares ahout us.

He .was nsleep as I left the room..
The elevator.could not descend near- -
ly, as fast ps my spirit was rising. In -
" the simple prayer.of my friend' had
found what T could not discover-at® - _
" the-pastors’ meeting. I knew whatit -, [

was.that | had been called to do.
As I stepped through the. hosplta]

“door, T shaded” my eyes in surprise. -

"The ldte afternoon sun had convinced -
the clouds to part just enough so that . -~ .
[it'might share in the light that had =~ . |-
‘touched. my spirit. It was- doing what O

God had done for me. ‘

A SOIId Base and an Actlve Outreach

'I‘he pathet;c btory of the one- ]egged duck swnmmmg in cu’cles has‘

“ been ‘written in @ new form by a. naturalist who saw it happen:. The ol
hird's. struggle to exlst normally wnth 1tq hundrcap is’ zm 1llustratlon in:

R frustratlon

_ How does a church begln t6 swim in mrc]e%" When does a congrega-
tion begin to lose it$ lifé? The smkmg feeling of a church expresséd as

- “We're ‘not getting ‘anywhiere”

ot “"We're on-a- downward splral"
: dmturbmg to both pastor and’ people T
w0 - This awful feeling. comes when a church is swamped wlth pEOple_ RN

- hrought in when.the base isn’t prepared spiritually, .organizationally, "~

- " or otherwise, -to handle the crowd. Confusion, spmtua] letdown and‘
. dlscoumgement may. endanger the effort in outreach :
_ On the other side,-like a fungus, the negatlve feelmgs that comef'.
from mnctmty with little or no outreach will also kl” A church m thls ‘

condition is in danger of death from * e

" Bdlanéé is.a hard‘goal to define. it is ridiculed by some who thmk 1t;f- S
.+ is a cloak for lazmeqs In many cases it is used for excuses—‘We could ~ °
W Sometunes -outreach success which burdens the,:"' '

~grow,- if only .

‘internal injuries.’

“church’s structure wnll uncover latent ability and encourage more effort
because of the greater need. A pastoral heart- searching of the motiva--
tion for outreach will help us keep the bolance of a spmtual base and"» ’

. an active outreach. -

Dear Lord; keep our brams as well as our henrts alwe Keep us out : .
-of the downward spiral. In the midst of“brmgmg them in" help us keep - =

‘the program spmtual and the pulplt Lentrul 50 the growth wdl be real.

- Amen

1z
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The Wn‘ness of the Spmt

Selec!ed by Roy S Nlcholson‘

L ~"‘The Wrtne.ss ofthe Spmtassumes;

a role of cardinal significance in
Wesleyan theology,”

-~ tinued; saying: ‘It holds the-same
~.place in' the spiritual life that vlsual

- perception holds in the world of sénse.

“and things. For, as a man is most

readlly convmced of the reality off'
“things which he has seen with his own,
. eyes, even-so he is: most certain of -

those truths which: e .has. ‘experi-

enced in his heart” (The Theology of
. John - Wesley. Abmgdon Press 1946,

- p. 215),

Concermng thls v1tal truth of the
w1tness of. the Spirit, John Wesley
. - observed that it “more- nearLy con-.
‘cerned -the Methodists, so .called;
clear]y to understand, explam and
< defend this doctrine; beécause it is one
grund part of the- testimony which
-Ged has given them to bear to all
' mankmd It is by his pecuhar bless- -

-ing upon -them ‘in  ‘searching "the

Scnptures confirmed by the experi--
“ence of his children, that this great

-“evangelical truth has been recovered,

_which had been for many years well :
mg,h lost and forgotten" (Works 5 -

124).**

'Genernl pres:dent cmentus. 'I‘he _Wesleynn
' Chureh,

**The Works herem referrcd to 5 Th(- Works o[

" dohni. Wea!oy 14- voluml:, complutc and unnhndge

'edmon R . R -

accordmg to
“Bishap- W:Ilmm R. Cannon. He con-.

‘thingsof God." . ., Per
‘say that the testlmony of the Spiritis = -
an inward impression on the- soul,: -

whereby the Spirit of God dn‘ectly_

-witnesses to my spirit that' T am a. -~
‘child of God; that Jesus Christ hath
loved me, and given ‘himself for ‘me; "

- of God must needs . ‘
. to. the testimony . of‘ our own spirit,” -

may appear from this consideration: = -

" We must be holy of heart, and holy in~ -

. holmess

L

- 'The’ proclumatnon of thIS blessed

'truth exposed Wesley to bitter oppo- - -
sition and misrepresentation from -
highly placed church leaders- of his .. -
.day. They considered his teaching of”

- assurance of salvation by the witness

of the Spirit to be indisputable proof |

of the rankest sort of fanaticism (see .-

Works 9:117-73). In seeking to’ dn-

‘swer how Gad’s Spirit “‘bears witness --
with our spirit that we are the chil-

dren of God,” Wesley acknowledged h

it is hard to find ‘words in the

language of men to exﬁlam ‘the deep.
Aps one might. .

andthat all my sins are blotted out,
and I, .even I, am reconciled to God.

“That this téstimony of the Spirit
. be antecedent

llfe before we can be conscious that

.weare- 80; béfore we can have the *

testimony "of our spirit that we are-

" inwardly and outwardly holy, But we

- must love ‘God, before we can "he .
_<holy at all:"this being the roat of all -
L The‘ manner of the

. jTSV-



" peace,

know; namely, that the Spirit of God
.- does give a believer such a testimony
© of -his adoption, that while it is

_present to' the soul, he can no more _'f
- doubt the:reality of his sonship, than
" he can doubt of the shining of the

‘sun, while he stands in the full biaze
~of his beams" (Works, 5:115 CALT).

.John Wesley preached two ser- .

' rions on “The Witness of the Spirit”

“(Numbers X'and XI). In Sermon XI,.

part v, section 3, Wesley said: “Two

mferences may be drawh from ‘the
- whole: The First, lét none ever pre- .

. sume to rest in any. supposed {esti-

" mony of the Spirit whlch is sepirate -
. ‘love, joy,”
gentleness _
. goodness fidellty, meekness temper-'

- from the fruit of it .
long-suffermg,

‘ ance. )
' . The Second mference 15, iet

" none rest in.any supposed fruit of the
Spll‘lt ‘without the witness. . There

- may be foretastes of j joy, of peace, of
‘ove, ‘and ‘thosé not delusive, but

- really l‘rom God long before we.have
" the witness in ourselves; béfore the |
. Spirit. of God witnesses with our
" spirits that we have redempt:on in

“the blood of Jesus. even the forgive-’
Yea, there may be. a-

 ness of sins.’
* degree. of long- sufferm;,,A of gentle-

I

things of God knoweth no one, save . ness, of fidelity, ‘meekness, temper-
. the Spirit of God. But the.fact we ance (not a shadow thereof, but a
' real degree, by the preventing grace .
“of God) before we ‘are accepted in the
~and  conseguently, before -
we -have a testimony of our: accep-

beloved,’

tance, But it is by no means advisa-

b!e to rest here; it is at the’ perll of ... "
our souls’'if we do. If we are wise, we . °
shall bé continually crying to .God, - -
‘until- His Spirit’ cry in our heart, -
.‘Abba, Father!” This is the pnvnlege ,
of all the children of God, and with.
“‘out this'we can never be assured that -
- we are His children. Without this we
cannot retain a steady- peace, nor K

avoid perplexing doubts and_ fears.

But when once we have recewed this .= o
* Spirit of adoption, this ‘peace which .
‘passeth’ all
“which expels all’ painful doubt and '
fear, will ‘keep our hearts and minds -
_in Christ Jesus'" (Works 5:133-34).

understanding,’

May we as. devoted  followers of

Wesley understand, experience, ex- - -
. plain, and defend this doctrine of the .
‘witness of the’ Spirit. in_ this period ..
when' the emphasis’ of multitudes of

professing Christians is upon the out-

ward, physical, spectacular phenom- © = ©. °
ena instead “of the inward. witness . L

‘and

L

of the Holy Spirit outwardly mani- -

) I Want samethrng that wﬂl recmphas:ze old ttme moml and .
' splrltual conditions, Something that will reform.and regenerate .-
“drunkards. and save respectable worldlmgs. Somethmg that will’ -
- bring in the.youth-and the littie children. Something so attractive
* that it will break over into the circles of the pleasure’ lovmg. .
Somethmg that will set people on their. back “tracks to ‘make -
resutut:en for- wrongs ‘committed. Somethmg that will bring God -
to bear ‘upon our domestic. problems to. save. our. people from_;
..the twin evils. of diverce and race suicide. Semething that will

‘inject old-time honesty, veracity, purity, and otherworld mmd- S
edness mto our preachers nnd people. o

IRV

'.—-J B Chnpmnn

‘ —VThe P__r_e'eeher's M'a_g_azine' '

cme

fested by the. frult of the Spmt in the_ SRR
'dm[y hi‘e : . .

[

!»

s “Whatever Happened to Brother
Whats-Hls-Name9” .

By Hobert E Maner* .;

: "W'eu

teen-aged boy with a smile.

.. 'He had been raised in the church
" and knew well how thmgs are, Every-
" body wouild put on his company man- -
. ners and bé his  religious best with the
T onew preeeher in. the, parsonage. The .
A honeymoon
. minister, would be that:happy little
“period that the preacher and the con-
- gregation both enjoy while the transi- -

‘as it is called by the

*tion from orie minister to the other 8

tnkmg place. Both: know that by and

,'__;by the problems .will emerge the
- -gripers will start griping again; the.
" negligent will return-to their hep~

- hazard attendance; and. the chron-, -
" ically: late. will'". resume their tardy '

, ﬂrrwals

*

But thae s our day in- the ‘sur.

: Everyone will brag-on the sermon,
- Numerous invitations for meals will

as the new man takes up their time

and thoughts. And the. beauty of it .
C o alls that Brother What’s-His-Name : -
,:s en]oylng the 'same treatment 1n -
. “Wherever"—that- bright, green pas- -
“ture ‘he went to, It seems that the
arrangement. could riot be better:
 However, -serious thought on the -
.- matter brings to mind some perils
- -and problems. Will the temptation ta
. .move just for the honeymaon become.
. s0 overpowering. that this alone will -
‘_dmtate our pastoral changes? -

(7 '1’aalor antChurchdf!he anureno (‘nmewtlle B
) }e._- . }

' Juoe.1975‘ :

. ‘we all. had bettcr start :
o wushmg behind our ears. ' We have a-
new preacher (:ommg," said the blg,'

Any man that has been preachmg .
long enough to be ordained knows_*

- that ‘the only church -without pro- |
~-blems 'is a church without; people.

And that IS a problem' The honey-

.moon never solves problems. It can

quiet . thie murmurs” and’ pacify the
restless, but.in time the people will - -

-just go on being people‘ If the moving
-_preacheris at fault, ‘it is hopeful that =~ .
_ he has’ profited by his mistakes ind. - - -

learned- by his’ errors. If the people
were unjust with the former pastor, .
‘perhaps. they will realize their. loss

and mend their ways But nelther o
“can be guaranteed. L

The second serious thought that

. 'emerges with some reflection “.con-
cerns the will of.God: When I have

finished my m:msrry and. look back :1
from the vantage point of retirement,

what will be the things that offer -,
- ‘most comfort? Perhaps an even more -
jolting question might be raised when
- come piling in:'The old pastor will” -
- become Brother ‘'What's-His- Name,

asked from the vantage point’ of the"
judgment seat .of Christ.

.- Some years.ago I sat browsmg in_ o
-the study of an elder minister. Hig

personal- library was enormous, The

‘colléction of old denominational pub-.
_lications went back to.some of the

. earliest names we hear mentioned. 1 . ~
récognized many- articles by Bud . -
‘Robinson, A K. Bracken, R. T. Wil.-
ligms, J. B.. Chapman, C W. Ruth,

B. F. Neely. and other familiar lead-

ers from our history. These men will .
never be Brother- What's-His-Name. . -
~But in the old district minutes, .as _
well as all this literature, were hun-

. 'dredq of men whose nnmes I hud‘

—‘_-' - 15



'never heard Some of them pastored '
" ‘big’ ¢hurches and’ had numerous
.- articles- publmhed There were dis- .
.. trict. superintendents and other dis--
~triet leaders I had 'never heard. of

scattered through these pages. Did

they - have the big churches? Were .
* they elected to all the lmportant”
" boards and offices? Were they highly
régarded as the final authotity on -
“how it is done? Did the_g ‘break -the -
‘Sunday school ‘attendancé record in’
_every church? These men, as well as-
those "who' labored with them, are
now gone. One is hard put to find
T anyone living--other than a few. of
" the oldest members——wlm has even

the slightest memory of them, In a

- few years even . this vngue trace will
L be erased by death '

1, .

Moqt of Us are- gomg to. be Brother'
What's- His- Name all too soon.. But =~
‘the great sati sfaction that. keeps our’ " -
spirits high and our labors fervent is -
-the knowledge that we have done the

will of God. Having done that, we

can’ one ‘day rest”from our laborq o
with the satisfaction of service thatis -
honorable and. d knowledge that we .
have “‘been faithful over a few'

things.”” We have no need to worry

over the things that give.the men of
the world ulcers. If’ we allow the Holy-
_ Spirit. to choose our changes, and.. .-

seek only to- please, Him, a great

‘many mlmstenal anxletles will’ van-
Gish. R

God - never calls Hls obedient ser- R
vants- What’s-His-Name. He will.re- . -7 /"
C member every one of us by name o

: _.tl'mt_-ma’ke-i': '
a,diﬂ'qrence

“He's Smart! And We Worked .

Our Hearts Out lor Hlm

" . Dear’ Sen:

"Qur new -pastor: has: the nght :dcn'

He knows how Lo delegate authority

- .without feeling that he is depreciating

. his own leadership. As a result, more -
- of out people are ‘Kelting mvolved than

I have seen in many a dny

~ He 'has caught the vision of com-
Cmunity, with every -segment of the
~“bedy’’ ‘performing a l‘unctmn under

his leadership. .

" Now he has not. nbd:wted hlB lcnder-

ship—but. enhanced it. His openness

" has motivated us-all to do-our best in
. “the time that we -have to serve our -
. Master through His Church. .

. Our former pustor, bleéss hls hcart

" 'was afmld to let anyone do nnytlnng. -

6 -

of the Waves. .

- He tried to dp. cverythmg hlmhclf nnd o
“as u result did very little.” He Sang, .. '
+ preached, played, cnllcd and coun~ =
. seled ns though he were the only one .
“available, zmd the only skllled leader,
It ldoked as though he had never read
. Ephesians 4. As a ‘result; we became -

-, spcclulors rather than participants, : .

* - And we just waited .on the sidefines .-+

- for. him to-do the job, He was- the -

fquurtcrbuek w:thoui f lmu and wcnt‘

nowhere,

Now we- havc an cxuted enthue,ed
. congregation working. togcthl,r with -
"_'tllelr pastor. Oh, yes, -we have some -
“issues, but far less than before.” - .
. Son, I hope you are preaching, or- .
.,ganumg, and ' counseling “with. one
- thing " in mind:’ Get your 'people in-
“volved! Heep' them ‘80 busy they. have
- nothing more to do, and they’ll love,

you'for it as yéu work ‘with them.

We'll see you in the summer. Keep:
.that one room that fronts the ocean for - .

us.:I love to sleep with thc murmurmg

f'I_'.ove,

Al

NETE

Thé'Préacher‘é Mngaz‘i‘nej L

S . - - . :

-“’73 " FOR .

. PASTORS
‘and LOCAL.
- CHURCH'

EARI. C. WOLF Execulwc Dlreclor ’

- .Compiled by (he'Ge‘néral'Stewards{iip}Cbr’nmis‘sio‘n:] DON WILDE, Office Fditor "

e

Lost or Found?

HOW MANY MEMBERS have you “!ost" so far lhlS §

; year since.district,assembly2 They are your respon-"
S 5|b|I|ty too, you know. Not only those who are new .
) addmons, but those: who. may be “leawng L

The past is alread)/a part of your- record. It has had ‘
- the impact of your labdr, What is it like? These people
T 'dropped from-the’ roII these people by the forgotten..
-+ wayside, these .who ohce ‘werée but now ‘are not—-'i :
whereare they all, and why?

" The Bible so forcefuﬂy tells the story of the nmety‘ L
‘and nine: It makes us rejouce that the one lost was
found. The trouble .with us'is that there is more than
one. straymg—and who - cares enough’ to get them .
.back? Do we. realiy rid ourselves of them by remaving
 names?’ ‘Really now. Will we ever be rid of them? Will’ _
. they show up on “our” record? Are they, the Iost ones,'
- still with.us? '

.~ “Now that we have thought aboul them and prod-.r
.. ':ded ourselves a- bit over them, Iets do somethmg
‘.,' about them. L : g

1 Get your church roll and Ilst the names, phone'-'
- numbers, and addresses of ali who are attend- e

LEADERS



mg but are ge(tmg “margmal” and may be next.
in line for removal.- :

.. Get. members. to take them as a prayer asmgn—
ment.. o

. Have - thelr former class conlacl them Get a. D

" friend to call. ‘ - .

. Call on them yourself—now! Go to wm a soul

" back to Christ and, the ‘church. I
'5; Find out why they ‘almost sllpped through your‘ N
""'flngers and rectify, the situation: - . '
6. Involve them'in the church e
7. Heal their. hurts. -~ . L
. Re;once as the !ost ones come back to the fold

- Only then can you face your record wnh peace o
and face the Lord (the Shepherd) wrth confldenCe '

ooy

* YOU CAN HAVE "- ‘
' DOLLARS AND SENSE"

By Paul MrHer Instructron ,
b.and guidance for young

2w ~versational style. A ”Beacon Series” booklet. 37

- Ava:!ab.'e !rom your _ o
oo NAZARENE PUBUSHING HOUSE ®P O Box 527 Kansas Clty, Mrssoun 64141
. 16B .. : : .

: Fcouples. Practical .tips on the wise planmng far R
. uand use of financial resources written'in con- - -

pages Paper : Each 35c,3for $100' :
_ 12for$350 '

. ' PENSIONS AND BENEVOLENCE




WOR_!.B MI‘SS'ONS :" B o R IR -0._{_.'7

'}*MJSSJONARY

MO WNG

MESSAG ES

“Your Shoulder, NOt YOU" Sympathy" -

V:ctor Edwards, Argentma :

) “Zululand”' =

i _"“How Can I Help You?" o

Tom Pound Behzc

' -‘_”The NatIOnaIs Are Domg lt”

Bethany DeBow, Bolwm g '_'
- Sent free on request to pastors only-— o

. James Hudson
. Department of World Mlssmns
- 6401 The Paseo ..
e .Kansas Clly, Mo. 64131

" Use the Informatlon, lnsplratlon, and: IIIustra- S
tions from these contemporary. deputatlon mis-" "
. sionary messages . to. enrlch your preachmgi"'r-
mmlstry 'on missions:. : N o

Denms Schmelzenbach Afnca o 2

wp

P —— - .

: L . HOME_MISSIONS - -

I _Do you know what these Ietters mean?

" l Do the members of your church know?
,,2-»- Should they know? f-?'.. =

s l ]une 15 is Generai Church Loan Fund Sunday m k
the Church of the Nazarene.

I Keep yOUr people mformed nf

| - ‘able: from the Department of Home ons:

- DEPARTMENT OF HOM MISSIONS.
6401 The Paseo, Kansas Clt __Mo._ 64131

U ._'CENERAL ‘CHURCH LOAN.EUND=~An opportunity to save
" monéy in safety while Investing. in:new churches' where the
gospe.' may be' preached Permanent gﬂ'ts dre also welcom



con

’ blnd g

Ctan-hang- . -
- Eich written n .nze level \.ocabularv mlh .\rqe prml and.
- subject-related rllusumons “Full-color, designed papcr'

Pmndc your chlldren with a world of- m!o!mat!on about\‘
the Church of the- \aunm and b.asnc concepu of Chris--

]UNIOR RE»\DING

LHissronary

‘ D-\L‘CNTIR OF THE AING -
‘By BETTY BOWES-Fascinating enper:encm uv

en trom the !ne or mxﬁslon.lfi F.m. Chsm M
pages. Lo o 73

. FORBIDDES L-\\D

_ By HELEN TEMPLE, A miracle stor) o l‘ow s

HQnanes pmneered m ho-.rne ~orthern T*Ms—

a1l B0 pages - . " 5100 ‘

GOD's \FRICA\ \iER(_H-\\T

FUBy EAN WILLH\!: AR arphdrTbo beunme{

BRS- N TOFRED ?\R!\ER Preserss 4 gimoie sipiart- B
Thoe on it e.erwnr C"‘fi‘:‘aué\.ﬂf‘\. sommg 32
SR .. SH00

sucvessiulland Lrees hber.\li- {7} Co-,. ki nhri A&

CpaRes o oo S T
Bible’ ; ‘

7 COLLD.BE TODH -

- T i".l,.i“a .

| BOYS ARE AWHAT \15\ ARE: w.og oF

3. SIL YQUNG Niewt HOF- Revricias ane ot

. the thoee Tt IR b‘r*—\r.;l ,;:ﬁr\rmrder' hi I
".n.;va . IR ce K 5100

TRt L ’

Ay -\‘: AND THE. INFORMER

By \l‘fR\ \GKA\M.’ l'ezly:'r"w prapiams Chins-

an veurdg, pr‘up[e R, :-m:av Rusiig,

odges. ) o . . S150 .

T U-TS Ser ul‘ac- ey 0 8530

1

: PRI\! ~\R‘r RE %DI\G

e HOME, STRANGER

g S s
“UA REAL LIVE w“w\\m o
"By CR) AT I\\.(Qt I‘)T fr-t rreresting lt,f.[.l.’:r"
Ldr Baire Chusms MGRL amiangine ARG,

L paess .j R - RT3 R
GRS e ;h- et }mh-s o Slﬂll -

a6

L8, HEL i T‘MP' B pawe m.,wn rigried
- e ("r' Cm-!z»r RLER AN S’y [ TEE

LB gages. I _' $1.00
WILLIE TOUNG, 7. ) -

COD% AFRICAN :TOQ:AE PR

2y BHYLENS . MICHAEL. Read haw churches

wars, alf becase of ane man’s Jenerguty. 1

o

{

!
Encourwe AH Your Bov S
and Girls to Read e

S

i

The»e Important Books

NAZARﬁNE PU[“JSHI‘IG HOUSE L Pmr Office, 8o 3T Lam.n Lm \hssourl bTH-H "

,'_.en.

- .your.faith

FOR THE LAST few weeks I have
been. attendmg a . wWomen'’s
,.prayer ‘meeting on Tuesday marn-

- ings. “So what?". t 'can almost hear -
- someone say, shruri'gln hisshoul-

._ders. _"lu_st a bunc old wom-

Perhaps, but, God comes and

" blesses them. He fills their. hearts. ’
.. with joy and answers’ thelr -
prayers. On Sundays the- altar..is.

filed with seekers;, Visitors feel

.. something “different’” in the "
" church and begin to attend reg-

" ularly.; Somebody feels led to give -

- $100: for a’ special - project, The -
" Spirit of God moves in the.church

~—~partially because a “bunch. of

' f-'}'old women'’ care enough to Sake

‘time to pray

. _Thereis no musuc, no messa e,‘
' no ong to: ‘pat you on the back fgr .
Iness. Just a few peo- -
-ple—some of them showing their -
*. " weariness—who - have  come to-
'+ gether to pray. Someone reads .’
.- *few verses from the Bible, eVery—_

; body prays;.and then all: go back,‘.-,

v

o -‘to their work. That's all. A
-~ But-God' is there; He. knows :
that these people dld not come to

be seen or heard of ‘men. ‘They R
" have taken time from their busy
schedule to ¢come and pray be-.-.
‘Cause they care. They: care for'
.God and His work, thelr church;,
“theit friends,” thelr _missionaries,
their country.' One:lady in our -
prazer group made arrangement -

er -place -of employment to. '
have Tuesdays off so' she could e
attend o

Spiri!ual power comes only, o
through prayer. No. prayer—no . . "
" power, More. ﬂrayer—more pow-" e o
er,; ‘more faith, more_blessings, - -
-and more joy, in the Lord. Prayer: . .-
is the primary. requirément for. -~
“individual splritual growthandfor' .. .
the sticcess of the church,"We . -
“must work,  visit,-witness, ‘attend -
-church services, give, and.doall " -
“other "necessary " activities' of the' = -
cht;lrch-—but prayer is the heart of’j i
ita T ok

Would you Iike to see: miracles i
. in your life? In your- church? Then B
start wnth prayer. ‘

: Adapted from Standard' :
‘-‘USed by permssibn
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IT'S TIME to w;sh “Showcrs of Bless- B
~ing” a happy thirtieth’ blrthdayl

- The church’s radio ministry has come
a'long way from June 17, 1945, when the

* first “Showers broagcast was pulonlhe.

" air over 37 stations. Dr, H. V. Mlller,-gen- -

 eral supermlendenl wis the 5peakcr on
'thal pioneer broadcast.

-

During the first. year, the' pro;,rams_-

" were 30 minutes in length, and there

were 27. different: speakers. Dr. R. V.

“DeLong and Dr. L. A.:Reed emerged

{rom 1945 as the most popu!ar spedkers’
"heard that year: Dr. Delong was thc ‘
“principal speaker for 20 years, -

‘It was-in 1947 that **Showers of Bless-_

'mg became* a ' 15- rhinute broadcast.

Finances and acceplance by local sta-

" tions were the reasons for the-change.

The “Who's Who" of our early broad-

~ cast history includes Dr. T. W.- WI”In[,-

ham, executive. direc¢tor’ for 20 years;

.S. N. Whitcanack, office manager and
- program producer. Stan.served-for 29 .
~years. Music director from_ the first year .
until 1965 was Ray Moore. Dr. H. Dale -
- Mitchell served as execuuve dlrector for

8 years. . .

Today, "Showers of Blessmg” is heard
on 640.stations. Our executive direclor,
Paul Skiles, has given program’ director

Paul Miller, and music-production en- -
~gineer Gary: Moore, and. speaker Dr.

William Fisher, the impetus 10 keep the
progress of ““Showers of :Blessing"’

. abreast wnh the best in rel:guous broad-
CZISIIFI[,

" “{Left) Gary Moore and Paul
‘ Mil!er'direc(ing one of jan-

uary’s” special youth -pro-
graims.

(Top) Execuhve derC!OI’, Pauf‘ ‘

Skiles.

. {Above) C Wn'ham Frshor,
" speaker v
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THE CHURCH ACTIVITY CALENDAR

lets your ‘people know of com--
mg events’ and avonds confllcts
in dates.- ‘ , :

THE PASTOR’S
~PROGRAM -
PLANNER

s the pastors best fnend m"
plannmg ahead and for record
_keeping, for your own mmlstry -

Both of lhese are scheduled to be mailed to all pastors in‘
~ July. Unless you are just changmg pastorates, you should 1
\ recelve both promplly R . '

LI

Current Select:on

THIS WAY UP

Kathry'l ]ohnson -

o Present it in the prayer. meetmg hour for your . -
Iaymen to purchasc o
'.$1.00 5 or more (40% dlscount*), 60c each‘ )
Plus 3¢ por book for postage

For addmonal mfbrmahon consult special ﬂyer .
in the MAY Mmlsters Book Club Malllng

. 'Porsonal purchase om'y

TUA6K -




: CHRISTIAN seniy_l"ce TRAINING 1

N@W Nazarenes .

A serwce prowded every church
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. ‘When, the above card is re-
" ceived in our office, this card
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' commg a New Nazarcne. R
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 Welcome New Nazarenes |
" 6401 The Paseo

WL Kansas City,Mo. 64131
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- PASTORU'sl"'e'nd:ih thiscérd" that -
is prowded dree of- charge"

-each time you. take in° New - ..
Nazarenes by profess:on of'.’"

T e T e © FOR'MORE INFORMATION wnm:f,.-.."
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e i e

e

TITHE
ENVELOPE

.. Begin leachlng ch:ldren to-give to thc Lnrd as
. they have been blesséd, with these atiractive,
inspiring envelopes, The scriptures stress gen- |

.. eral church themes for. each Sunday One

Sunday shows a biblical scene with: scripture;

" the next; a modern scene with the same scrip-

~ ture. All 52 envelopes are perpetually dated

.. from’ the' first: Sunday’ in January. Single- | -
. . pocket style: Size, 2V2 x 434", Boxed. .

S 0439 Slng‘le sets, 48¢; 12 sets for $5.28; '."

S 25 sets for $10.25

CHILDREN'S

L

INxS" - S
‘R-90 T it
Packag,o of 25, 75c, R : :

- 2 pkgs.; $1.35;

‘- - STEWARDSHIP

IITHING PL[DG[ FOLD[R

-Hclplul in cnmura[,mg s(orehouse gwnﬁg
'| On one sideof the card-are Bible- based rea-

sons for tithing; on;thé other,’a pledge to be
signed and turned in: Two- color, perforaled

4 pkgs., $2.50 -

o “CHURCH 'OF THE. NAZARENE"

WEEKLY OFFERING ENVELOPES

Pew envelope racks should be kcpl full with
these . . .’order cnough to have on’ hand at

o all tlmcs Attracuvely designed.
. 0-35 Size,4‘/& x 2"

“100 for 75¢; 500 for 52.75 1 000 for . 95
0-33 Doltar-bill size

" PE-580P

100 for $1 oo, 500 for 53 53 1000(0: ss.sn :

P!:W PENCILS

For the convenience of lhoscftllmg out ofler-' ’
ing envelopes in the pew. Half Ienglh No 2
bonded lead.

o Bo:_t_of.144. 51.80

Avaulab!e from the
. NAZARENE
" PUBLISHING HOUSE -

“teM



_LIFE INCOME

Div.of .

1 ' & Bequests
1. Am:.
"1 Reuv. RobertW Crew
" CHURCH OF THE
i NAZARENE. - .
6401 The'Paséo

64131

1N

i .Life ln‘c’:'ome:'Gi‘fts 7 _;,

Mr i

CMrs__ -
-Miss_
;Address

_ ':Rev Crew
. Please send me- w1thout charge
g -'_‘_-or obllgahon a copy of-

Givmg Through lemg Trusts

"'Clty

; B_irth'Da'ieJ:-.. il

B PLANNED
4 cing -
PROGRAMS

e A e T

Tel

]';to ENROLL THE UNCHURCHED

EVANGEI.ISM

Make plans NOWfor an area survey

-

" Reaching the 'Unchurched
. A'Manual of Survey Plans .~ N - SR o
Here'is a book suggesung ways your church can fmd new people, tools for N
aclcomphshlng this v:tal task, and follow- -up! methods for conserwng the re-
< SUlts, .. .

Lot .\

51,00 ) ‘. s

o ”Assrgnmcnl Folde ) ceol : ‘
A survey. kit prov:dmg space in front for name: of team and area to be cov- |
" ered.. On back is a street plan for- mappmg “out the specific assignment, |

‘Inside are two handy-pockets for msertmg (racls, cards, ancf other supplies.-

‘Heavy mdex slock 41/4" 8”

CPVEeZ T Lo for_$1.oo._ )
‘ ”Block Record Card""" : T R P
Designed for on-the-spot use when surveymg a specrhc block lnformatlon e

on address, ‘church affiliation, and respanse may be quickly recorded.

When ass:gnment is compleled resull of calls is summarlzed on back, 3" .
; Ly 5" L 7 o A A
: VE60 T e Pkg of25f0r60c 4pkgs for$2.00_‘ o

o

n ,"‘lnformallon Card"

When a new contact -is found “this card wull aid you in ob(ammg all (he‘-. o
“information needed for further follow up Addmonal vus:ts are noted on

K -reverse side, 3:x 5 file size. ;-_ _, S
'VE-61 T S S Pkg of100for$100 L

~“Visitor’s lnslruchon Booklet" : S T '
-Everyone doing survey work will want thls "how to” booklet Fo!lc’:wmg a -

. .thorough explanation, of the survey plan itself are 10 suggested approaches-
~ for meetmg a person when he answers the door. Hlustrated. 54" x 714",

. VE-63.- ‘ T Pkg of12for$165 Lo

o ,Order from

Nazarene Pubhshmg House. P 0 Sox 527 Kansas c:w, Mo 54141 L
o ) S 160
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MI&&IONS MINDED

NAZARENE

E AFHICAN ROCK::

By Theodore P. Esseistyn, Portrays the’.

Church. of: the Nazarene:in-Alrica. aﬂd is

. _:MISSIONARY STUDY . MANUAL
By Emijy.Bushey Moofe.  Fresh.

.ideas ftar adull angd ieen momhly studies. - |

.MISSIONARY STUDY POSTEHS

Fuil. cn!olr' pholos for: m|ssmnary rhee!mgs'

Thrillirg-;testimoni s-bl:_sé'ven.',

: 54 pages

‘By - Halen Temple

'Sekhukhuneland B

_Compn’e’d l_Jy Jerald .{ohnson Firsthand reports of

72 pages s1 Q0

"Pilm&grQ Readihgf:"

- The Money D:sh

i
-*

By C Dale German

i IN THE CAFETERIA ab the Nazarenei '
. Theological’ Seminary in’ ‘Kansas-
City, there is a mongy:dish at the end

~of the lunch counter. Students are B
free to bill themselves for what they .
‘eat; and if necessary .to make their -
“own -change.’ This honor system -in-
spired some serious. thoughts on my -

. part. Every time I go into the semi-
-‘pary cafeteria for a cupwf hot choco-- -
. late or coffee, that money dlsh speaks B

7 to me.

. .» For almost.- th:ee years I hiave been -

e workmg in a department store. There
¢xpengive merchandise is -wired’ to-"

" gether électrically. toa burglar alarm:’
‘'The cash drawers ‘open by secretj
niimbers, and every check has to be .
accompanied by at least-two IDs-and. "
-bie processed through a computer be
 fore [ aceept it. ~ .oy

™ But the seminary cafeterm is an.--_‘
~ other- world. The money’ dish lies.
- open on the counter, where everyone ’

. makes. his own change. No oné asks™
““how much money I put in the'dish, or
- how much I return to.my pocket. My,
" honesty is never questloned or ehal

Jenged. _

.. Every- timie I pass that money “dish

"1 realize. the great- responsxblllty 1

- have accepted concerning my.charac-
ter.'As a pastor { can never.afford to
_forget that my honesty and integrity. -

are-taken’ for granted by those who
respect me and my pc)sntlon ft's pos-

gible to show weaknes$ in my’ hu-
‘ manity, “bit my moml chnracter_ "
. must be perfect. . - '

The philosophy | behand that money' :
. dish says more: It says other people
- are depending on. me. I have a re- .
- sponmblhty to society to be the best
person I can-be, The process of “be:

duiie, 1975

Co " *Sident, anarene’l‘heologlcul Semmnr} Knnsna
.. Clly B . .. .

3

A

(_ommgr is someumeq pmnful al-

-most shnttermg But to be -worthy of
. trust, 'those shattered pieces must be’

picked up one by orte. Quitting is no’,
answer. Complammg is no solution.

Victories are won-an mch at.a time,

and there is no. guarantee’ ‘that -even
those inches will be easy to gain.-Ma-
tured people are those who have been

tried: by fire. That. money dish re-
minds me that historically  heart

‘purity and Chrlbtmn ethics have cost
'_,Chnstxans their.very lives. Yet mar-’ ‘
- tyr'’s faith has been. passed to:my - ‘
“generation in a free. democracy,.and’T’

- dare not fdil to understand my small
‘problems in the light of my. herltage
-and opportunity. ! . o

" 'That opportunity is mumfold It s
: out there” and it is “rlg,ht here.” It . -
is an opporlumty to be salt in the- -

-earth, a prophet, carer, “healer, =

 friend, -inspirer, and a blebsmg to -

others in-the ‘commonness .of daily

living where life’s brutal realities af- o
-ford me the chance to be bigger than .

my Situation, more foving than hurt,

_stronger than my ‘own self,:ind more ‘

comforting than comforted.

. The moneydish says even more. o

gpeaks of the contrast bétween world-

ly-mindedness.and the Christian .
commumty It pmnts out the expense - .

of sin realized in the cost of security -

_guards, closed-circuit’ security TVs, _
" locks, fences;- armies, war, . rumed_‘ o
',persons and ruined sometles LT
. And in some perhaps crazy kind of. R
. way, that little money dish-in ity
" naive:trust reveals to.me an lnnate'
longing for heavén, where sin "will he -

no more, where conﬂlcts of the ageq;“;'
are ended forever, whére’ temptation

‘is unknown, where Jesus Christ will ©
be, ‘where_ finally 1. wnll know 1 am =
~ liome at last: and nli is pence._ L
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The Facts About Preachers eres

Part 8 A Summary Statement (concluded)

TORA I.EE PAHROTT ~

(Slze of Church Dr!ferences)

o
b

In the last two secuons the data-con: .
© cerning pastors’ wives has’ been exptored.-

atong-the lines of dlfferences in’age and -

educntlun In this section the differences
" will be related to the size of church served

by the pastor and his wife. The smaller "

church 'is under 50 members. The me-

- dium church i is 51-160 members. And the

‘lar;,er church’ is above 150, members.

. 1. Twenty-three percent of the pastors’:
wives servéd churches under 50 membetrs:
while 20 percent served churches above .
" 150 members. This leaves 57 percent: of . -

S

.also’ makes no drfferenee in the three, e
. kinds of problems most’ often reported,: ¢ .
~physical. -~

~which

are:, .church-related,

S

‘health, and emotional-spiritual,- How.

ever, in the chureh with more than' 150 .

members, pastors’ wives report problems

churchecs
4. Age, educatmn of size. of church -

the pastcrs wives in churches of 51 150

memberg,

2. Women in lurger churches receive,

more than twice as many telephone calls
" in a week as women in smaller.churches,
‘More than two-thirds of these calls are
‘church-related, ‘coming mostly from

other marriéd women, Only 17 percent of .-
the telephone calls in the smaller-church- -

es .come from smgle ‘people,” while 31 .-

percent of the calls in the iarger church-
‘es are from this group, -

children, teens, young adults, and adults.
However in the churches under 50: mem-

. bers,- only 4 percent of the phone_calls
. come from- senior citizéns, while 14 per- -

‘cent. of the calls in- the larger church’
are from this group. Size of church séems *
1o’ make no difference in the seriousness

‘ 'of_ problems dealt with.on’the phone. It

18.

keems to makeé no drfference in the way’

pastors’ wives respond. to telephone- calls,

First,- they try o “listen and under- *

stand.”. Second, they try-to “get the call-
‘er'to talk with the:r husbands.”’ They are’
_very reluctant to try to “straighten them

. “out,” and last of ali “réfer them to a'pro- -
. fessional counselor.” A greater proportlon e

of pastnrs wives in larger churches “en-’
joy"
‘women in smaller churches. None cof
them reject: this work. However, wonien.

- concerning *“‘home ‘and family,” while
these are not reported by the smnller -

in smaller churches are more .confident’

that Lhey are "usually helpful,” while -

' - women in the larger churches te S
3: Size of .church seems to make no & nd to say, :

.. difference in the proportion ‘of calls from -

“l am’ not sure I help.”
.5, Women in lar;rer churches are-

. ‘quncker to initiate calls on the icléphone.
-as & ministry than women in smaller
: churches. They also sre more. -positive in " ..
their generat attltude ahcut the parson- .

age phone,’.
6. In-the peraonal face-to- face mlms-
lry of the pastor's wife, there is no. dif-

.-ference acccrdmg ‘to s:ze of church in

| The Er,ea_eher s Mcgazine

their telephone ministry than do .

e

"

. the number of visitors they have each

.. week seeking help. The people who come-

“tend to be married women. Women in

_“smaller churches talk with more children

but fewer teens and young adults than do

“women in larger churches. Women in
-larger churchés tend to see the problems

they deal with m these® person -to-person -

‘ relutmnshlps as ‘'very serious’ mcreoften

“in.: person-to-person
women in smaller churches is “home apd
. family,"
'deal more’ wrth “ hurch re]ated" prob-

.than women in.smaller churches. _

1. The number one prpbiem_‘deai,t with
telationships - by
""while women in larger-churches

_lends. -

8. Women in a]! size churches try fi f'rst"

: of all-to “listen™ when people come' with

: uut

: ehurches try next to '
* while women in larger churches’ are -
very reluctant to do this. They try rather.:
“io guide the eounselee to “talk wrth thelr.

cheverjhwornen in smaller
‘straightén them -

problems.

~ husbands.”
9. Women, in smaller churches have
much greater .confidence;in their helpful-

- ness to people ona person- -to-person basis
~than do women in targer churches. Near- -

1y’ 40 percent of women: in- the iarger
churches report, *I am not sure I help,””
- while 91 percent of the women ini smaller .

churches report, *1 am ‘usually helpful.”

‘Also - women . in smaller churches “are

" “much quicker. to_initiate - “helpfu!” dis-

cussions - thun are _women ‘in: larger"
- churches.. _
10, The numher one persuna] problem

with women 4n small churchés is

women in larger. churches ls\,“church
“related.” The- number two problem in a
‘small church is’ “financial,” while thé-.
number two problem: brought to pastors’

wives in larger churches relates to “Iove _
. sex, and marrmge :

1L Women in- smu]lcr churches '-.eem

“to.enjoy their role as*a pastors wife.
slu,htly more “than women ‘in larger
‘churches. In fact; 6 percent of the women-
in lurger churches sny flatly,: *1. don't..

really enjoy it."" However, women in larg- -
“er churches have stronger feelings cton-
“‘cerning * their effectweness ‘than do”

wamen in smaller congregations. thle\- -

- o v, T et

dune, 1975 o e

: feel;thatfthey just*

_ understandings.”

: churchcs

“phy-. .
- sical henlth " while-'the first probleinwith .-

y .
- - N ' I
-none of the women.in larger churches
‘get,hy" or that they
‘are " nct'very‘effective, there are a num-

ber in the sinaller churches who have
grave -doubts about themselves. ’

12, As. rmght be expected, there is no -
difference in matters of physical health
between women in the parsonages of
‘smaller churches or larger churches, with
the exception ‘that women in ‘larger.
~churches evidently visit phystcmns more
than twice as,often as women in smﬂller
churches. ... - .- -
. '13. Women ‘in lnrger churches must
“stand 0p to their husbands more often
than women-in smaller churches because -
-they report a greater “frequency of mis-
“And they report ‘these
mlsunderstundmgs to. be more. serious
~than do women in smaller churches,

- 14. Women in larger churches receive -
more pos:l,lve feelings from- their congre-
-gations than "do women from=smaller -

‘women in smaller churches report nega- .
tive feelmgs toward theinselves fromtheir .
congregations. There does not seem 1o be

- much difference in the way these women ,
“in smaller or larger churches view-.the
-, spiritual condmon of their congregations,. .

although women in smaller churches tend
_'to be-slightly’ more negatwe ' s
:15; When-it’ comes 1o the’ feelmgs of

the ‘pastor's, w1fe toward' life in the par-
‘sonage, those in churches of more than .
150 members have much strongef positive

feelings toward the parsonage than .do - .-

women in smaller churches: More than 80 - -,

- .percent of the women. in lurger churches_ .

~"like life in the parsonage ‘‘very much.”
Only 11 -percent see- their parsonage as,
“not adequate.” However, only 50 per-

- cent ‘of the wives in smalier churches_'-f‘

like life m the parsonage."'very much,”
while 30 percent see it -as “acceptable,”

and 13 percent do not feel their parson-
“age-is “adequate.” ‘Women in ]arger

- thirches are: not as enthusmstw abolt

children growmr, up in the parsonage as
.are thé wumen m churches of less than
- 20 members :

o

who hus traveled [or 25 years -

18

Almost 10, percent of the .
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As With most things, it's easy to find
: ourselves in a rut with church bulletins .
- ‘and papers A creative approach cdn gel us:
" out. .

.-

How to Add Interest to"

Bl

Bulletms and Newsletters

B,YJUHEH Barneu‘ -

~Cqf aif‘ of the bulletins'and heWsletl

. ters you produce eacli year were’
- stacked, how high would your. pile’ -
_be?. Four feet'? Celllng, hlgh" Or

more" :
-Most- churchea

.portant” events, “fringe”
can 'keep in touch' and ‘visitors are

_introduced to ‘a_.church’s program.
But are you ;,ettmg all of the mileage
_you can out of these commumcatlon--
- tools?: A ‘critical eye and a few cre-
_ ative Louches can. add interest to -
" ..church . bulletins- and ncwsletters'
- Here’s how—: .-
. 1. Achieve human :nterest by is-
m;, people s names: Don't get caught -

i

forgive an occasional
they'll miss the warm toiich of read-

" ing about other people.. Don't forget
Lte mentxon children’s names. Even
T Lhe very young resent bemg labe!ed '

“and family.” - :

. Make a minimum goal of 1nclud1ng ‘
' 1_20 -30 names in"your newsletter. Then’
~find as many opportunities for using -

names ‘as posmblewperfect atten-.

- 'l'dltor ‘r’ou!h in Action_(Free. '\hﬂ_m(i:-.l _\.oulh
ma;:uzmcl Winons Lake, Ind. ' C

0.

< your newsletters

: 1nve‘;t a g,reut'

" amount of money and time in bulle-

7 “tins and _newsletters, and generally -
these pieces have proved their worth, -

-‘Chutrch families are reminded of im-

. membe;s= s

Cous stones.
.come in handy for completing pages

“darnce at Sunday ‘school for ithe - i
month, newly .elected officers, ‘nur- -

- sery heipers those providing. special .

music, etc. To highlight names in *

underline - names’

~ the same wuy news magazmeq often -

* print names in bold type.’

2, Develop a style of ‘writing thut
gives o’ feehng of “familiness" to the

hand, avoid too much “in" langunge

.

“church program.’ But, on the other

- and recitals:of events that only the .
persons who ‘attended ‘would under. .
stand. Have you read news. items -
‘that hinted at what happened, but
- never really gave: you the straight =

story" You'can avoid this. problem by "

watwnq for the names of women's,

tion.
quotations,

when.you run short of news. General-

ly keep filler mmaterial—and warmed-
- over sermohs—at a minimum. Néws -
items usually carry stronger intetest -

value. If yau- use material:from an-

other source- (book magazine, other .~ -
copyrighted matermls) obtain-writ-» ..
. 3Len peTmi:mon fromthe. pubhshmg e

The Preachcr 8 Mngazmc

V"alwayfs answering the five w's ‘and b
~of news writing—who, -what, when _
-where; why, and how. For newcom- . -

- ers, occasionally spell out the abbre- e
" in the trap of, worrying about forget- - v

7 -ting‘someone's name, 'so you seldom
- mention. anyone.. Your readers will -
‘goof,” but

.men’s; and youth organizations, and - .
.other words that may need transla- -

3. A file of ﬁller muterml (humor-
etc) w111

PR

T s e s A i e 0t s et e e T ‘ . ]

‘--'the

..". "ﬁ -

o company or editor. Ask' whnt credit ..
line you should -use to 1dent1fy the -
L source. .

'- Special series '
- Whenever you take notes you re-

member a presentation longer. You
can’ encourage note-taking -during

"' your sermons by prowdmg a hote--
- taklng gmde in your’ bulletins: This

*may, be printed in the’ bulletln 1tself,
“orona special insert, : :

What kind of gurde" You can llsL
the main points and ask the. people

-.in your congregatlon to fill in the sub-
points in the space. provided as you'
“identify - thém™in your sermon. Also
~.include unlabeled:; dlagramq that -
" illustrate concepts you are explain-
ing. If you are using an overhead.'
" projector, members of the congrega-

- tion can fill in their dmgrams as
‘yours is pmJected on-the screen, -

A follow-up measure for i mcreasmg

'the effectiveness of your sermon is to
include -a discussion. gunde for- .
- families "to use around the dinnér
* ‘table. Questions should be provided
. to see-if children and adults caught
" the main' points.
~ " might help parents teach their chil-
~. dren how to'apply the principles out-.

Other ‘questions -

lined in the sermon. Of course. this
addition. 1o - -bulletins’ will’

NEWsIetters can have ndded mter--

L 'est through a series of special skétch-
es on “The Church at Work" with
. emphﬂqm on the various ministries ofA
‘ church--men's and  women's
: fgroupq Sunday schaol, service proj'
ects, ete. Human interest rates high
. in a'series on *How My Faith Helped
" Me This Week.” The newsletter pre-
qcnts an - up- to- dﬂte ‘testimony  of -
, -some specific way a church member‘-‘
" put his faith to" work.. Also during a
© ‘centenhial or other important church -
L annlversar), Y hC‘ﬂES relatmg the hlS-_

: June 1975

} require
- extra .effort on- yom part,” but will" -
- pay dividends in increased. ﬂfff.cme

negs of yopr. Sermons, :

I T

"combing them in a souvenir booklet

“bers_ w:ll enjoy- for years

How to make bulletms and news- '_

letters attractive X

"You can’t_resurrect poor - content

with good iayout and pnntmg, but"

“tory of your congregation and chur_éh_ o
structure. would be especially inter- - -
- . esting. When the series is complete

* asa keepsake item your church. mem-,

you can draw attention to good.con- -

tent: through complementary layout,
“To do this—

-1.. Use pictures in your bulletlns or.

newsletters. Yes, this is possible even
“in mlmeographed materials. - Check
_into - electronic  stencils;

these can'

reproduce plctures Use plctureq that -

have appeared in newspapers or take. .

your. photo to” a' printing firm and.

'have a screened halftone print made. S .
. Screening breaks up solid areas of the: -
* photo and avoids’ blotchy areas in the -

f'nai printing.

tion: photos of church families, ‘chil-
dren’s groups, church officers. and a.

\ﬂrlety of other shots.. Everyone en-.
joys seeing his plcture in.a puper

once in-a while.

. Q

Avoid’ reneatm'g' p:Ltures 'Use. ac- -’

‘2. The prmung of. your. hullcun or -

paper can make a dlfference inits

appearance Here ‘again great ex-

‘pénse does -not, always insuré an -

--attractive product. \dake sure mim-

‘condition. The stencil (ypist-should

_be carcful not to type wuh strokes

v lhat ate too heavy or too llght

a eograph equipment is adjus{ed prop-
" erly..The drum should be clean; the -
‘machine must sit on a’level sufface;
and ‘the ink pad must be in good

l@ml eut, econom:c corners- mth

bargam inks -and cheap . stencils:
Sometimes a few extra cents will save

time and pay off in a pnntmg Job of L

which vou can be proud.

- 3. Another ‘way to unpro-.e the -

looks of yaur paper is o mgke the-

right’ margms even. T\pe a dummv

- A



‘- be. beptlzed
. of your sins; and you shall-receive the
“-gift of the Holy Spirit” (NASB).*

. ‘Before - ‘we have. anythmg to share, '
. owe. have to receive something. Real,
., vital faith for every man must be a
.- personal’ journey to the foot of the
- Cross, by way of repentence

w .
B

.- .a8 you want it to- appear in ﬁnalr
- form. Theh at the end of each line -
ot_',typmg that does not come out to’
~ the predetermined number of spaces;
~ -type diagonal lines. When the line-is. -
. typed on the stencil, leave the num: "~

-ber .of additional ‘spaces - between

‘words as are indicatéd by the dmgon-' '

als typed on the dummy.

~ Another. optlon you: may wish to
> cheok out is offset- printing. Some
-companies can produce a small num--

ber of ‘copies at a reasonable rate.

! T

‘THE

emﬁun@ *

Back to the Bas:cs
'l‘he gospel ig constantly brlngmg

" us back to.the basics, to priority
- items, to the real hard: queetlons‘

Aetq 2:37-42 “corifronts us with

. some of these hasrcs. Notice P_eter s
e responses to the questlon :
: shnll we do?' "

- Peter calls fora faith that is per- '

What

sonal. In v. 38 he siys: ‘‘Repent
. for: the forglveness

- We owe our age a perqonel faith.

. *All quotu!lons from Neu Amlrlcon Standard
R Bible, copyright % The Lockman, I'oumlntmn l‘lﬁ(]
. E‘J{‘s2 LM, lJbﬂ l‘)?l ’

The. result is a more fi nlshed prmted
piece. Specml stencils are avarleble

© As with. lmost thlng

POHN'F '

By C. NEIL STRAIT M8 2

l’mior l'aylnr Avenuc Churrh of the Nomrene Rocine, Wu

Y

And sometrmes we loee perepettwe of

. the place répentance plays in. theiiﬂli
beginning of the Christian life. Bap-" .~
tism, too, Forgiveness, also is sorme:’

tlmes glossed over lightly..
- But'these are foundation stones for

: pereonal faith. ‘And one never moves - .
- on to the life of holiness who'has not..-
* passed. through the borning stages.of .
“repentanceand forgiveness. Out’ of

" the regeneratmg state .comes the
heart that is'ready and. responswe for

- the sanctified life,

“Peter talked about a: growmg fmth i BT
. Verse 41 speeks of new converts and -
how. they “received his.word.”” And -~
that's 1mportent One of the basics,*
- But it follows 'in v, 42 that “they
“were contmually devotmg themselves
to the apostles’ teaching and to fel--
. lowship, to the breaklng of- breud nnd .
. to prayer

: .'_The‘Preéeﬁor_’s_»_Meg’ezir]e'"

and -save money at the printers, but *
plain  white paper is also. usable,
Copy may be typed with a carbon. .
typewriter nbbon {maost nbbons are. .
. fabric).
“it's eﬂsy to_

" find yourself i a rut- with church
bulletins and papers But .a_new,
_creative approach can:get youout of -~ '
-your rut and into producmg effectrve,',,

: .commumcatlons pleces '

ot g B s s e i b i B n T

A personel fmth must have A Brow-

ing dimension to.it, or it soon be-
comes a creed, and less -than' an

experience. Gereld Kennedy -said,.
- “Some people haven't thought a new .

thought about God for 30 years.’

‘A growing faith . thinks new
experiences new things -

thoughts;
ebout the Saviour, and discovers new

things thet make for growth and sta- -

hility.

A growmg fmth fmds its exercise

“and muscle through the Word ‘of
" God. Here in the Word, the. Chrlstranr
~encounters -the plan,. the promises, -
*“and the possibilities that expand and .

‘enrich his faith,
That the eerly Chnstlans hed a

growmg faith is supported in v, 43:.

"And everyone kept feelmg a sense of
awe.”
And lt was from the growmg ex-

- periences and the “senseof awe' that -
. the early followers went out- fo mount.
: the storms and move forward

>

’ s‘pirfru'al In veStment

Jesue confronts us- with .the two -
‘choices’ before us, in investing our,
- lives, in-Matt. 16:25-26. Let me: share )

just two thoughts

There.is, first, ihe futility of savmg. ‘
‘the .wrong. thing—or things. “Who- v
- .ever wishes to save: hls life ,shall lose,

t.” (16: 25) .
“There is, second the future of gw-

o lrng the right . thtng———nurselues—to.
" .the ‘right Person—Jesus Chrtst

“young rich man.' .
the context. reveals a depth of pover- o

ty.

: preechmg

“Whoever loses hls hfe for My sal-ce

 shall find 1t" (16 25)

The Poor Young Man

~Mark 10:17-22 .tells the story of
what is commonly referred to as the
¥ A closer lock at

1. AThere is pouerty of spiritual -

' depth. This man was not acquainted -
with-the Master’s will. No amount of

riches ‘can compensate for a poverty

: _of spiritual thmgs .
2. There ivas a poverty of sharing. . L
‘ “gaddened” when

¢ .Christ euggested that he-*sell all. "
" He -did. not: realize .that ‘a ‘man’ s - .
. wealth is ﬁgured ﬁnally, in terms of .
“what he gives, not.in what he keeps.

This man was.

3. There was-a_poverty of service.
What he had, he was not using. "And .

. -what is not. ueed be it time, talent .
: Ltrensure—wnll come to naught

- Som‘eo’ne Nee'ds Your

Message

Harry Emerson Fosdlck “famed <

preacher of Riverside Church in New -

York -City, always - prefaced _his " -
assignment with th:s_ -
prayer' “Somewhere in'this congre-

-gation js one' person ‘who despemtely

‘needs what I am going to say. 0 God o

', help me to get at hlm‘

Ever sit ina servrce—revwnl or such— v
Wl\en the Spirit was fervently working, - _
And conviction was. reeling a. sweetheart or beeu. ‘
"But the other was’ carelessly shlrkmg” o

Well my friend; let me tell thls sobering fact.,,
There are millions who never will make it

If they wait for a loved one—say husband or, wife,
It's your sin nnd you’ll have to forsake it!- '

' g ,-'~JLmel '1497"5 '

i ‘:—Ron E McCaves
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THE LIFTING up: OF THE
BOWED DOWN (13 11)

‘Scuirrure:Luke 13:10-17

* . H.” Spurgeon, Bntmn 5 grcalest

" preacher in the nineteenth century, says:
©“1 ‘believe ‘that the .infirmity of thxs'“
" ‘woman was not only physical but spiri-

tual: her outward appearance was the

“index of her deep and long-continved
' depresslnn of mind. She was bent double
as-to her body, and she was howed (Euwn

by sadness as to her mind.”

Perhaps lmtumlly short,-and now hent- N
. over, she would hardly, hc seen in’ the
But Jesus wns always dn the-
~ lobkout for those in need, And so He
: Hpotted this woman; called" her to Hl‘: g

side, and spoke tenderly to her.

]us Bowing DOWN 0¥ nu Am;cm: "

{v 1y -

The plight of the womtm is dcacrlbcd'

. ‘t}m way: "“She was hent over.dnd could
© not steaightenup at afl” (NIV).* Spur--

i igeon ‘graphically describes her condition; .

" “For 18 .years she had: not’ gazed upon .

- . the sun; for- 18 years no staf of night -
had gladdenul ‘her eve;
~drawn downward towards the.dust, and”
sall the light ‘of her life was dim: she
walked about s ‘if she were searching’
for a grave, und [ do not doubt she-

often felt that it would lmve heen f.,lﬂd
ne% to have found one.”

S CAR :|uutntmnq .fmm The NLw lnn rnanrmul Ver- .-
sinn,- cup\nghl ‘© 1971 by New York Rible Socisty.
- Interationn, are uﬁcd ln ;Jomimlnu '

T

24 IR

Looking at Our Lordin Luke.
.. The waorst of it was that she”could in
- nio wise lift up herself.” She was helpless.

.and liopeless. And this had gone on for’18 .

" years, By now all hnpe had g f.,Ul‘l(_‘ ‘She was,

' hound for life.: -
"{For this sermon I am "
heavily indebted to Spurgct)n for hH ser-
e mon wnh this SUb_]ECt B ’

her face-was’

I[ BOUND BY SA’!’AN {(v. Ib)

Jesus declared thal it was Satan the. .
gréat “adversary” of mankind, that had - -
~..bound’ this woman. But,-
“frpm the Bmk of Job, Satan’ may be..
" powerful, but-he is not all-powerful. He
- is always. limitéd by what God, the Su-
-‘preme Ruler; allows him to do:. .

Spurgeon says: “Satan had buund !his IR
woman, but he had not killed. ties, He ~

might’ bend her toward the grave,-but he *
.could not. bend: her into it: he- nugln
-make. her droop over till she was -bent

double but” he could not take away her

‘ns -we. learn

paor, - feeble life. . . . Even so the devil

“cannot destroy you, 0 child of God "

lII Loosgn BY THE Loun (v. 13) :
~ Satan -could bind her, - but only Jesus

could loase her. Tenderiy. He said ta this-
_discouraged, depressed victim, _“Womnn
.“thou art loosed from -thine: m["rmlty L
Then “he laid his bands on her: and
immediitely qlw was mudc t,trm;,ht and-

g.,lnnfled (Jﬂd g

- By Ralph Earle -
. Pinlassor.ol Naw Tesnmunl
Nnzarena Theological Sﬂmimzy
. Kansas Cuy Mu E .
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. We should rote that, the wdman had to

obey when dJesus called her to Him, to -
~.come “forward" (v: 12, NIV}, Because
* she did: step forward obediently, He was

able to lay His hand on her (v..13),

pouring His dwn life into her crippled,

emaciated body, The divine touch made’
her whole and ‘she immediately stood

'. . straight. And’let us not fail to note that .

‘at once she testified o what Christ. hﬂd

- 'Junc 8

. done: she. “glorified God.”

* Only. Christ. can: heal you if you nrc'

'Adownhenrted depressed, discouraged.

But you.must come forward. to meet -
Him, to let Him: lay His hand: on you

-'I‘hen you wilt sing, “He touched me-,
T und madc me who[c : .

i

- 40 years later.

“does her c]ucks they revolted and turned o
away from Him. :

111, Tk Doom oF Jmus.u.m (v 35a) _
“Your house is left. unto you desolate.”

' What sadder words -could.there he? The

Lord had come to His:temple, but His -
people had rejected Him. John 1311 says:

"“He'came to His own'home, and His own _

family did not rccewe Hlm" (so the Greek '
suggests)

Wlthout Gud‘s preaence, the Temple o

s “desolate,” empty, So it was only
loglcal that it should be desolated, de-

.strayed, by the: Romans in A.n. 70 just - D
When God lenves His. -

people, their doom is sealed. .
“The paraliel with Jeremiah is stnkmg i
It was the -sad fate of this prophet to

. preside over the.fall of his people. He

JEHEMIAH AND JESUS (13 34- 35)

- ScripTure: Luke 13:22.35
_ INTROPUCTION: Jeremiah was the weepmg

prophet of the Old Testament. Similarly

.Jesus.is the Weeping Prophet -of. the
.* New Testament. Both of thesc wept gver

Jerusalem bécause of it stubborn dv;-

':_obedlcnce and its inevitable. duom o

- _'I TllE SN, OF "JERUSALEM (v. 34a)

Throughout its long history the. ¢ity of .

o warn the people, the lenders of the

nntlon'kllled some and stoned: others!
This history -of’ persecuhon prosecution,

.~ dnd execution culminated in the death of -
- Christ-and. the cons,t;quent destrucuon of..'
VJerusalem : o

' lI THE COMPASSION OF GHRIST (v 34b)

isdescribed -beautifully in these words::
" “How often I have lnngetl to gather your
- children together, as:a hen guthers her
chicks under her wings,” bul-.you were

“The large heart of love that Jesus had

~not - willing!”" (NIV). The Loid is “not

-willing that any.should perish” (2 Pet.
© 3:9), but the people of .Jerusalem: 'were
““not willing to he saved from’ perishing.
" When Jesus. tried to guther them urder -

HIS prqtectmg wmga, us & mother hen

- dane, 19?5

" had to stand .and watch the country go

" into ‘eclipse, without being able to do

anythmg about it. His was the unwel: -'
-come and unapprcmated task of -an-

o neuncing the doom of the natitin and the

. destruction of . its capltﬂl" (Earle Meet
the - Major, Prophets, PP "63.54). The .
destruction of Jerusalem in 586 b.c., pre- )
dicted by Jeremiah," prefigured its de-

_ siruction again in A, D. 70, a4 Jesus had
: predicted.

“And ye- would not!"” is A
hﬂuntmg warnmg todny. S

. IV, THE FUTUlm opn OF . JERUSALEM AR
Jerusalem had been stubborn-and rebel-" '. : H _

- lious."Again and -again we read in the
-Books of Kings “and Chronicles that the
, Holy City degenemted into |d01atrv nnd_

{(v.35b)
One year before Jerusakem fell i in’ 586
B.C., Jeremlah gave the'messages of hope
found in' chapters 30—33 of his book.

"“So these chapiers were written in the . .
- nudmght of Judah’s history. The prophet .

.was in prison, ‘the king was sealing:the -

- nation's doom with his disobédience, the. '

executioner's ax was about to fill. But
in this darkest hour the light shines most.’

brightly in Jeremiah's writings ‘as he j.‘.' A

" glimpses a° glorious future' .(Ibid., p. 75).

-'His prophecies were fulfilled in the return - °

of. the Jews from Babylohian captivity,
and the restoration of’ Jerusalem nncl its -
Temple A _
" So-Jesus’ words here |mply that some-
day the Jews would welcome Him as their -
Messiah and He would return to be their
King. There' aré many- signs -that this

* time is- approaching. The Jews have re--

‘turned to the Promised Land and many -
o[ them are acceptmg Jesus as Messmh ]
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" THE FOLLY OF PFIIDE (14 11)

T Scml'rum-‘ "Luke 14:7- 4.

INTRODUCTION: Among the Jews the chncf

menl of the week was on the Sabbath®
day (Snturday) after nttendmg the mom- °
ing service in the- synagogue, it was the
o custom to invite guests for this meal..
w So-Jesus one day was invited:-home to -
dlnner by a prominent Pliatisee. While -
“there, “he was being carefully watched”

(v. 1, NIV)--evidently w1th no good in-

- tent. In front of Him was a man'suffering
.- from dropsy. It is.altogether possible, if
: ‘not actually probable, that he had been
- “planted’ there by the. host to see what
~Jesus would do. - . .
. Then Jesus turned to the “lm\ryerq —
. 'experts in the Mosaic law--and the Phar-_
- isees who were present, and-asked, !'ls it -

: lawful to heal ‘on the sabbath day"” This

was' the ,subject.‘of a severe conflict he- -

tween Jesus ‘and the ‘Pharisees. . When )
- they refused 1o answer, He took hold, of
.the man, healed him, and then sent h1m .
s nwny

1. ’[‘m—‘ SELF- bEEl{lNG Guesm (v ne
Wlnle this’ was going - on, the guesfs '
~were gathering in this wealthy. home.
‘Jesus ob_sen)ed how. they all seemed to'be
‘{electim, the “‘chief rooms.” ’T‘he Greek E S
‘ ‘lNTROl‘)UCTlON When Jesus finished mak-. A
“ing His" brief” speech on humility und .,

says “‘chiefl couches,”

. The well-to-do Jews of that day hdd
" adopted the Romin custom of reclining
on couches around the table while they
. ate”in"a ielsurely fashion.- The.-correct
- translation here is that gwen by The Neiv .
International Version: *Wheén he noticed -

how the guesle picked the places of honor
at the table.”

So the proud mian would have the humil-

iation of walking down past all the other-

guests to the lowest place at the table,

~the only one 'now left. Jesus said, “If
you have sense and humility’ enough to -
“take the lowest place when you f{irgt go in, .
the host will move you up higher. 8o ycu'—
w1II huve honor lnetead of humllmtmn

H June 22

They -all wanted to sit at: -
. the speaker s table! - '

.- HI. ThE SENSIBLE Pnocx-:num—: {vv. 8- 10)
“Jesus pointed:out the obvious. folly-bof -
choosing the chief place of honor. When -
-, some nofed guest arrived; the host would
ask the self-secker to make place for him,-

-III Tue Sm,mu HOS‘I‘ {v. 12)
. Jesus had a lesson not only for His -

fellow guests but also for' His. host. This
wealthy Pharisee had’ invited his ¢lose

friends and rich nelghbors. He, of course,
* knew that they in"turn wlould invite him_
to their homes. So his motive was sell‘sh ‘

He was lookmg, out, for himself. -

IV, The UNbLl.PlePRUCEDURF (vv 13 14).'
~ What this wealthy 'host should have =~
- done would be to open his house fo "'the.
_poor, the maimed, the lame; the blind,”
many of whom wnuld otherwise have lit-
tle or nothing, to eat on the Sabbath day:
God would be pleased, and such a host' -
~would not-fail to get his reward aL lhe

requrrectlon of the righteous.

Concrusion: Pride and selﬁkhneqq 2o to- ;
gether, - as” manifestations of ‘a- curnul.

heart. Humility and unselfish care go to-

" gether gs the manifestations of a clean
“heart, filled with the Holy ‘%plrlt and qo'
wnth dlvme love .

oo a B BT

-

- THE FOLLY OF ALIBIS (14 18&)

Scmi’rum, Luke 14:15- 24

unselﬁshness, a guest at the table. ex-
claimed, * Blessed is the man who will
eat at the feast in the kmgdom of' God”

(v, 15, NIV). .
In reply Jesus gave the' parabie of the. [
“great supper. It was a further commen--. -~
tary on what He had just said, as well ag” |

‘a warning to be sure that we do not miss
~out on that “feast i in the kmg,dum

--'I INVITI:.D GUESTS. (vv. lb 17) 5
 Jesus told abaut a man who prepareda -
grent banguet. and invited many guests.” -
When'everything was ready. hesent'aser- -
vant 1o natify the guests that-it was
time for them-to come. This tustom: re-
- flects a cultire that had no clocks or ..

watches, as we have, and in which pre- -
cise timing of events: was difficult and. -

people moved at a more leisurely pace, It

was not-a matter of éating at exactly a-..

set hour Hence the notlﬁcatmn

CL The Preacher s Magazme
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1I. Amunn Excuq:—.s (vv 18 20)

Most. excusesthat people make are just.
- geffish alibis. And often they. are ridicu-"
- lously illogical. Such was the case herc,
_ “T have _]ust -
.~ .- bought a field, and | must go and see it”
. {v. 18, NIV). If hé had bought the piece
. of grotind without first lookthg at-it, he
was just_plain stupid! If he had ulready‘
. checked it out;. he could cértainly wait .
-_.until. the next day to see it again, This
" _man is a type. of those who nlways put
- bumnesa first; cverythmg clse.will hmre to
" wmt Their tribe is le;,mn'

" The first excuse was:

“The esecind excuse was: 'l hnve ]ust

. . bought five yoke of.oxen, and I'm.on my.

way to try them out” (v. 19, NIV) Again,’
" we would say, .if he had not tested them
- hefare. he. bought them,. he was indeed .

. foolish. Tt would be like a mar walking

onto gused car lot loday and purchasing

" a car without even giving it a test.drive.
- A fellow like that wouldn t deserve a free_ .
Cfenst)
- The third EXCURL was: “l 511% gnt mar- " -
. ried, so I can’t come,’ _ _
-~ 'make any sense. What bétter place for a -

.~ “bridegroom to take his new brlde than to
- a big feast? '

But these are. Lhe kmds of excuqes, or
" alibis, that the Jews were giving for not

k1) rr

ucceptmg “Jesus' invitation to the Meq-

sianic- feast. And it ig eXcuses as unrea--
_-sonable as these that peopke give today
~ for not acceptmg the invitation to salva-
'rmn—e feast. to outdo all 1“eaets1 ’

I11. FDRTUNA’I‘E SUBSTITUTB:, (w 21 24)

* When the servant reported these excus:
- gs to his master, the latter was natural-
“. 1y ‘angered by the insults of hig chosen

7 guests, But a big banquet:had been pre-

" ‘pared, Wisely,-the master. issued- a new
order to bring 'in’ “the "poor, ‘and. the |
maimed, and the halt, and the blind"™
CL(ef, vl 13) from" Lhe slreets and alleyq of

the city. -

The servant. obeyed but reporled thut.’

. there were still empty couches around the

"~ tables, Then the master told him to go

- .out into *“the highways and -hedges”—

- 1"the roads and country lam,s" (NIV)—
. “and ‘campel them to come in' (v 3.

- CONCLUb!UN The application of ull thm to.
. ‘present-day evangelism is obvious. Just
-faq the Jewmh lendem of Jeauq duy rc

o June.1975

hig just doesn't .

jected Hls message wh:le the poor people? -

heard Him g[adly. so today many church =
- people are ignoring Christ, and the down-

and-outers are accepting Him. We must

‘go out to the streets and hames of our -
" cities, and to the roads and country lanes. -
“outside, and find  those who need our . .

Saviour and will accept the invitation =~
-that too often is.rejected by the cul- =
. tared and priviteged people.

"Algo the lesson must be enforced. that.

.fnothmg is gained by offering alibis. “No LA

extuses, please!” is whnt God will sdy at’
the;judgment. Can anyone give an honest

- excuse for not acceptmg God s free offer y
“of salvatlon" L

}' Junc 29

' COUNTlNG THE COST (14 33)
SCRIPI‘URE’ Luke 14:25.83

. INTRODUCTION: All three Synoptlc Gospels
‘give ¢areful attention to Jesus’ teachmg.

on. *The Cost of st(:lpleahlp It has

.already appéared in Matthew (16 24-27) .
..and Mark (8:34.38). Here Luke gives it in - ~
- "somewhat different form, with &he em-

phaqls on. countmg the cost.

L - ADJUSTED RE‘.LAT!ONSII[P“; {v; 26)

Jesug ,said; U1f you want to be My

" disciple, .you. will- ‘have to" hate your - ‘-’
. father; miother, w1fe children, brothers,
: ,snsters—yeq, even your own life!” This - .
-versé is a good example of the folly of - " .

. taking everythmg in the Bible “literally;”

as’'some tell us to do. Was Jesus telling

us that we must hterally “hate” our rela-
tives? Everything in the New Testament - -

denies_this absurdlty. It is utterly ob-
vious that “hate' here means “love less.”

~Christ must. have fifat place in our lives;.
‘we must love Him supremely. But thisis -

. for ovir-own good. For only supreme love =
scan- umfy our: personnhtles, SO thnt we "’

become real persons in Christ.

II: Acckprep Refaoau (v.27) .~ =
- This statement- is somewhat- eniarged o

‘in Matt. 16:24 and Mark 8:34.-Bearing

one's_cross can take in a lot of territory.

" 'But often it is ‘equated with bearing re-"
_proaeh for ‘Christ’s sake. To be a fol-

lower of ‘the Crucified One is a reproach- .
in itself, "But’ it ie a_lao our greatest gloryT L

27 . .
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TIIL. 'thqoﬁp Iiré’ooltcf,s (W 928. .33): '

desus indicdted that if one is going to -

- ‘be His disciple he must count the cost
before he begins to follow. Him. He must
decide that he 8 going to pay the full

price and finish the huildin -of his Chfis- =
tian character. Qtherwise he.is like a man
~who starts bmldmg a tower. without ade:”
_-quate resources-to finish it (vv. 28-30). *.
“People will _mock him for his short-
-reprogch  is
brought on' the name of Chrisat when'

-sightedriess. "And today

Chnstmns fail to o thropgh. -
. Jesus also used. the figure of a, kinj -
. going Lo war against amnher kmg (w d1-
' 32). He should bé sure that he can suc-

-+ cessfully win over his enemy. If not, he

- had better sue_for pefve and nvmd a '

humuhnhng (lofont in hnttle \

" CoNcLuston: In'v. 33, Chrlst qpclls out

-, precisely what' it costs to hé.a d:%c:plc of

: HH We have to be willing to give up all

- we have in order to follow Him, One who

- i8 not. w1Elmg to do this-cannot be His.

.disciple. It:is as simple as thai.-Chirist

ultlmutoly demands all;, or nothing. But -
. giitce He is the all- powerf'ul all- knowmg :
- all-loving One, we can nfford to glve our-:
) selves unreaervedly to Hlm

Mml Messages !rom Malachu _

. By J Meiron Thomas

LA Mood of Skeplicism

. TExT Mal. 1:2, “Wherein .. . ?"

.. INTRODUCTION:. Ofie of the most pro- -
" ' nounced elements in ‘the- Book of Mala- -

chi’is the evident skephc:sm of the peo-

" ple. This evidenced itself in many wuya
. and many areas. '

1. A.doubting of God' Iove, 'Wkerem'

- hast thou loved us?” (1:2)

- 2.-A disputing God's ¢claim .of lfrever

» " ence toward his name, “Whereln have we -
. despxsed thy name"" {1: 6) :

J A departure from God’s ossertlon of =
Wherem have we wear- .
- ded him?” (2:17). - - ,

© 4. A denial of a'need to roturn to God "

weansomeness,

"Wherem shall we return?” (3:7)
ardship, "Wherein | huve we .
thee?” (3:8) -

6. A denouncing God's claim of rebel-
lious speech,
mch. ogmmt thee"” (3: 13)

- Concuusion: How can’ Skatlclsm ‘be

. turned to faith? By listening to God’s

"charges; by.submission to God's channg, -

by uccepmng God 8 louc

I Insullto Divmity

. ’I‘EXT “And. your eyeq shall see, ond ye
shall say, The Lord wll! be mogmﬁedf T

(Mal 1:5).

“INTRODUCTION: 'I‘here was rnnk skeptlm‘sm o

“in' Malachi’s day. There was more. There "~

‘was actual insult, not only to the petrson, .

“but also to the dlvmity, of God Notc the'
" ways: -

. 5. A dodging the issue. of faulty stew-’
robbed_

“What have we spoken 80

JRF PR

1. The’ msult “of wlthheld ‘trust— |[ e

'have loved you, saith the Lord Yet ye
say, Wherein . .. 72(1:2). .. -
-2, The msult of withdrawn honor-—”A‘

son honoureth his dather, and a-servant
-his master: if then.[ bé a father, whereis
‘mine-honour? and 1fl be a master, where .

‘is my fear?"” (1:6).

3. The insult of offermg the second .. -
. if ye offer the lame and sick, .
. is it not ewl” offer ‘it now unto thy

bes‘t—‘f

.governor; will he be plensed wu,h thee;- or“. c

uccept thy person"” (1:8). L
- "4, 'The insult of mercenary att;tudeﬂA —
- *Who'is there even amornig you thatwould -

shut. the doors. for nought?"'- (1:10).

5, .Theé insult of accepting v “'tired of:t- W

-all”nttltude towgrd God's will-~-*Yesaid - o

~ nlsb, Behold, what a weariness is it! and
" ye have anuffﬂd at it' {(1:13).-

CONCLUSION:
condition of life can be changed biy aceep:

tanice and acting on a philosophy of life R
. whlch ﬂuya, “'l‘he lmd |)L mugmﬁed "

III Mandato to Iha Mlnlatry

Tl'xr "And now, 0 ye prwatﬂ “this.c com~ ‘

mzmdmont i for you” (Mal.'2: 1)

Thu Prouchor (; Mnuuzino oo

‘hm attitude of heuft 'un(l’_f ‘

S Y-

. 'fathers—'—- S
- .ously every man ,

. covenarit -of our fnthf,rh”" (2:10).

- .4. To unmask hypodrisy-—".. .ye.

" covering the altar of the Lord w:th tulrs

o m

‘l'

' _'INTRonUL‘rION Even as o preﬂcher has a.
" “message for others, s0 God has a mandate
“for him. He feeds; he ‘too must be fed. He.

challenges; he too has a charge, His man-

e dute includes several thmgs

X To know that if he'is fauﬁy he Lozil
cosi.se mariy to-stumble-—"Y¢ are depart-

ed out of the.way; ye have caused many '
" to stumble at theJaw” (2 8. . -

2. To minister in an'impartial manner
—' . . ye have not: kept my ways, _bul

e hnve heen partial-in the law” (2:9),

3 To pass on. the heritage of the
why do we deal treacher-
by profening. the .

regardeth not the offermg fmy more

Mo gwe morol d:remuee—_ toke

,heed to “your. spirit, . thut ye deal not
-treucherouqu” {2: 16) !

6. To call nttentmn to- (‘odq Jjudg-

. mental nature—"Where is the God of
: Judgment"" (2:17); :

. CONC[USIDN ’l‘he propheuc role is by no’

.+ -means the total function of the ministry.
“This element the “forthitelling™ of God’s

~Word fgr a'given day, is corln;nly part of

IV Return to Yosterday

:':'

L ’I‘a-,x'r “Then shall the! offering of .Iudnh
 and: Jerusalem : be. pleasant unto' ‘the
. 'Lord, as in. the dnys -of old and as in
. former yenrs" (Mal 3:4). P

lm“nooucrlou Jeremiah | calls,,m one

" plnce, for the people of the Lord to “stand

" ye in the ways,- nnd see, and ask. for the.”

" old paths, where is the good way, and °
- . walk therein, and ye shall. find . rest for
~your souls” (Jers: 6:16).- Molachl here

makes the same call:

: "1. A return to experiencing . the Chnst
- . of yesterddy (3:1-3). “The Lord, whom ye .

- seek; shall suddenly’ come to his temple,~ -
‘even the ‘messenger “of -the covenant,

whom ye delight: in: "behold, "he’ shall
come, - saith,the Lord of hosts” (3:1).

2.-A return to acknowledgment of the

“ethics of yesterday (3:5-6).*. .. I-will be

R swnft wuness agmnst the sorcerers and

Juno 1975 .

ngainst, the ndulterers and ugamqt t"olse

swearers" (3:5):

nll the tithes into the starehouse . . . and

prove me now herewith, salth the Lord of : "

" hosts” (3:10).

love of yesterday (3: 13 17), as opposed to.

- o spirit-which says, 'It lq vmn to serve .

God” (3:14).

5. A return.to an enjoyment of the fel- -

. lowship ofyesterday (3:16-18), "Then
: they that feared the Lord spake often one.
to another: and the Lord hearkened and
heard it” (3 16) ‘ :

CONC[ USION The wnter to the Hehrews :
_ tells us of *“Jesus Christ the same yester-
" day, ang'te day, and for ever™{Heb. 13: 7
- 8).- What He was yesterday He will be: -
‘today, for He is also the. changmg Chm.t '

to meet every new sxtuat:on

V Forward to Tomorrow 'V
Tr X “For, hohold the day cometh
{Mal. 4:1) - _ o

‘ lNl‘ROl’lUC‘TlDN Just -8 yesterday has ite
" lessons to he learned and heeded, 50 to-

“morrow has its revelations to be seen and .

looked forward to.

1.-The day cometh when wickedness.

will be reckoned with. **. . all the proud,

- _yea, and all ‘that do wwkedly, “ghall be

stubble: ‘and the day that cometl shnll
burn them up” {4:1): :

.- 'The day cometh when God will heolr
l_zfe s hurts. “But unto you that fear my’

: name shall the Sun of rlghteou‘sngs‘s arise- , '

" w1th hcalmg in his wings'’ (4:2a).

3. The doy cometh when God's people"f‘,‘ o
“,’, . and ye shall .~
go-forth, -and BTOW up as calves of-the

shuH greatly prosper.
“stali’" (4 26)

“-of the children to their fathers” (4:6).

_ConcLusion: Through this chapter is
_warning if the promises be not grasped:

“The day that cometh shall bum, them_-‘ -

' up" (v. 1}.:"Ye ohall tread down ‘the
wicked™ (v. 3). *. . . lest I come dnd
-smite the earth with a curse” {v.'6).

3. A_return to 2 _oractwe of the stew- S E
_ardship of yesterday (3:7-12). “Bring ye -

4. A return toan’ understandlng 0[ the .-

4. The day comeéth’ when- the dis-
_-cordant_riotes shall cease from the music = .-
of the dges. "He shall turn the heart 'of - ..
the fathers to the children, and the heart

,29 . :
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. DEAR SON— R
. I'mglad you want like e to be, -
- Yet T must change some thmgs, I see,

: ,ac‘ o

“DEAR DAIIDY—~, R

When I'm a great blg man llkq you, .
"I want to do.just like you o, -
I's goin’to go just.where you go;
I want to know nll that you lmow‘

. I's just-a- growm awful b:g,

- And walkin’ in the ,trncks you dig’.
I thmk it won't be very long;-

- - Ps growin’ fnst and,gcttmg strong

o And soon I’Il goto town with you

-And- be your pariner all day throu;,h .

.~ I's just a little, great big man
S A' gctnn hke you fnst 8 I can;. -

. .:‘.

If you will do just as I do, -

. “And follow me the whole length'. o

through

i Thcn Twill pray for strength and power. h
To walk the life with Christ each hour,

-And leave tracks all along my way.
Whlch lend to joy and endless day. -
’ Author unhnown :

Cy

~An  dmusing.

““Bretliten and sisiers, . come to suy
goad-bye. I don’i’ think the Lord loves

this ¢hurch, . because .none of you everf'
die. I don’t-think you love éne anothet, |

- betause I never marry any of you. I don't:
.- think you:love me, because you never, :
. ..pay my salary: o

“Your donations. are moldy fruit and'

Cwormy npples—and by their frults shalk,
© ye know them. ..
S “Brethren, I am going ﬂway to a better -
. place. T have been called to be chaplain -
- of the state prison. ‘Whither T go, ye = -
cannot come ; but ‘] go to prepare & place -
“for you,' and may the Lord hnve mercy o

on yaur suuls
- . —_-Seleqted

'BUIIL'LETH\J., X BARREL

- ‘Into a place of sacnﬁcc and ho[y

mcldent mnkmg the ) L o
' munds these days concerns the minister . They've Tedme to the Savmur feet '
:.who took leave of his congregntmn in the' )

'I'ollowmg manner; ., .

- And 80 .

ALTARS s
A manl know has made an altar '
"< Of his factory bench.
--And one has turned the counter o[
his store

. .ministry. o
_Another stitl has changcd lus' ofﬁcd
~.. desk :

o AInto a pulpit desk, from whlch to

speak and write, . ‘
Transforming commonplace affmr.s

- 'Into the business of the King: o

" A Martha.in our midst has ‘made’
Her kitchen tab[e a cornmumon -7 .

. table. :

A postman makes his dmly raund

* - A walk in‘the temple of God.
. To.all of these, each dmly o

happenmg

- .. Hascome to bea wh;sper from the . .

lips of God,
Each -mparatc task a lmtemng post;

And every common crrcumstance BT

~a waysidc shrine,”
.EpGar’ FRANK ‘
Source unknown

Pm thunkful l'or the bitter th:ngb, :
They've been 3 ‘‘friend’to grace.’

. They’ve driven me from pnths of ease -

To storm the secret place.

I . _I thank Him for the friends -

Who fm]ed to fill my hearl's deep
: ‘need;

Upon His love to feed. .

. T m grateful, too, through all hl‘e s :

way :
No one cuuld satlsfy,

My rlch my. full supply
L . .--Sclectcd

o e
- * ¥

v[n church for the ﬁmt nme, the httle . ]
" ;boy watched wide- eyed as the choir, allin’ o

white surphces, filed in, With wonder in

- his voice, he whmpered hoarsely: “‘Are all =
those penple going to get hmrcuts‘?" :

'i"t— *

When the Tndians were, runnlng thls'l
country, there were no taxes, no debts;

nnd the women did all the work

" White men thought they could 1mpr0ve o
. ‘that system’ -

The;Proachar's Mngazine‘

=

chorer

« I've found in Christ utonc '
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“'ten. Dr.

[H]EE‘RE AND Fﬂ{]ERE

..l.............l...l.......'.l.........'..l..'

AMONG BDOKS

REe Conduclad hy the Edlior

L Ail books rewewed may be ordered lrom

your Pubilshlng House

: .The Acts of the Apostles.
. A Commentary - -

By Charles W. Carter:and Kalph Farle -
. (&ondervan Publishing House: First pub-, i
- lished,, 1959 This edmon, 1973 435 Pp:, - L
: cloth $7.95.). ,
" Much 'of this work was ongmully pre- .
“pared and- pubhshed in 1959 ag the-vol-
- ume ofi’ Acts in the projected, but un- -
“realized, 40-volume. Evangelical Bible

'Comm_entary ‘series. The’ Acts® volume

- “was soon'sold out; and has been out of
prmt for.several years. With certain’ re-.
visions, ‘but minus . the exegetxcal scc~~'

" tions, the” matcrmls contained in the.
original volumé were incorporated into.:
‘Volume 1V of the Wesleyan Bible Com-

: mentary (Eerdmans Publishing Co.). The

. present volume is essentially the same as

appearéd in the originil work (The Evan-

C gehcal -Bible Commentary) with-certain -’
" - exceptions: In this velume the introduc-
" tion has been enlarged and extended, the .
" bibliography has been-extended and up-
--dated, and the preface-has -been rewrit-
Carter writes the- analytical.
~gutlines, the- expositions of the téxt, and
-the additioenal notes on certain subjects

at the closé of certain chapters, Dr.

" Earle ‘is . the author -of the introduction - )
- pastor and student as a reference’ for
quotations, but it would also bie reward-

and the excgesw of the. text. The dual

" authorship, it is pointed out, finds_jts.
., justification in the respective qunllﬁcn« :
‘tions and specialized interests of. the"
nuthors Willmm Barclay, F. F. Bruce,"

s June. 1975

¢

and muny othem huvc gwen henny ac-

- claim to_this commentary For what it -
“may be. worth thH rcvuwar a;,re(,s

S 1 M

‘) L
Conclse D:ctlt}nary of ‘

: ‘Religious Quotations .
Fd:zed by William' Neil (Win. B. Ierd
mans Pub. Co,, 1974. 214 pp., source nnd
subject index. Cloth $7.95.)

~ The author, an ordained clergyman in-

* the Church of Scotland, who has taught =
" hiblical . -studies at the University of

Aberdeen and at: the Umverslt.y of Not- ...~

‘tingham, has ‘drawn’ together more than
2,500 religiously inspired quotutmns. re- . °
ﬂectmg a.broad: range of topics and "~

“points of. view, Included are brief pas-

* sages from the Bible, the Koran, and the -

Talmud;  exterpts . from the ‘writings. of -
Shnkcspeare. Bunyan, Dante, and Mark

" Twain; selections from the works of such

theologmns as Augustine, Aqulnas, Luth-

“er, Knox, and the Wesleys; and many _ -

other thoughts-and cxpressions, some
well kridgwn and some unfamiliar. One'in:

-~ dex-lists the sources, another the sub- -
“jécts, and one suggests the-key to the

scripture texts quoted in the dictionary.”
‘This volume is_particalarly useful to the

ing.to the casual Teader who will find in-

_sight and inspiration in these quotdtions.

y e
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PLEASE NO.TE Bouks muﬂ be our OF PHlNT!

[

. WANTED: Vol. 51 (“Revelation”} of the

. Pulpit Commentmy, Bunvan Characters, . _l -
_ by Alexander Whyte- (3 vols}—Dnve'_-;.

Kaufman, 802 N 7th, Frednma Knns

' 66736:-

WAN’I‘ED Ouercome Evil with Food by -

~Audrey Williamson; Revelation; by A. B.
Sitmpson.—dJack Seberry, 3550 Gates-
_ head, N.E,, Rockford Mich. 49341,

" WANTED: Epistle to the Hebrews‘, by B
H. Orton Wiley.—D. R. Kennedy, 1406

Flfth 5t., 8 W, Mmot N.D. 08701

WANTED FOR OUR LIBRARY "The

* WANTED: - Holiness commentarleq Ju A
seph Benson's The Holy Bible Contain- -
ing the Qld ‘and ‘New: Testaments (5:
- vols.); Commentary on, the New Testa- ‘
“ment (5 vols.) -and Cammenmry on the
Old Testament (9 vals)), edited by D.'D..

" Writings of Jamies Arminius, ods, James'.

" tecostal - Collége, 1303 Jackson .Ave:,

Suskntoon Saskntchewan Canadu b?Hu

M9

WANTED theas Bresee. Prmée‘m

‘Israel. Also Ep:stlc to the Hebrews, by
mWnley —Ronald' G: Budd, 6201 E. RLﬂd

. mg 'lulqn, Okla 74115

. Nicholt and “W. R. Bagnall. Preferably -
. photolithographic reprint -of 1956 Baker -
- edition.—Dr. Ronald Kydd,:Central Pen--

. WANTED Young pustor in desperate
- need of filing system. Will consider all -
types-but prefers Memoramatic.—David :
Standfest, 36940 Goddard: Rd., anulus .

" Mich. 48174.

Whedon; aney and Steele's  People's =
Commentar:y on the New Testament; al--
~ 50 godd: holiness books ‘and other out-of- -
. print, commentaries. Send pnce.—Jerry
“+ D, Wood; ‘12_ Second §t., NW., Oelwem.

~la. 50662.

 WANTED: Used Scene-O-Felt stories in .+
good condition. Send description of story, -
-age, condition, and price.~Rev. Eddie G. .

Stark, 6806 N. W .i()th Bethﬂny. Okla

_73008 Voo

next month . .

w.

OThe Communlcailng Christ - S
- Christ is. our. Example if we ‘would .
' preach to be understood. We may yel
" - communicate His-message to the peo-.
L ple of our world betore tlme runs out.

OThe Prlorlty oI Preachmg :
“Whether- the world  recognizes - the.
~prigrity of preaching or not;, a divine
imperative-is laid upon us whom the-
Splrlt has called to fulfill our servlce '

OThe Personalllles of Flevlva! e
The. Holy Spirit, the pastor, the people h
the evangelist. We cannot survive with- -
. out revivals, ‘and a cooperative- splrit o
‘on lhe part of all is the secret '

The Preacher's Magazine

Nl

'l‘here are; tlmes when we need to stop and tuke a l()nk at '

: uurqclves That is why in every home there is at least one mir-
", ror, sometimes several The mirror of the soul is of the great- -
. est 1mp0rtance especmlly for the pastor who is expected tobe -
~ “the splntual leader of his flock, The month of June is as'good
" a time as any.for ‘'stopping to take that. Jook-at ourselves as’ B
~leaders. School is out. Spring revivals are past. Vacations will
'-‘_-begln soon._’Ihe fight is about to be joined to determme‘ _
‘ _'whether or not we will avoid the dreaded ‘slump” that qum{
omers can bring. How 'is it. w1t,h our own, spirits? This is the '
‘burden of the editorial (p 1) and the. “Servanthood urtlcle S
;whlch is really what leadership'is all about- {p. 3). This may :

have some effect on the books we choose to” read ‘and how'-
many of them we will find tlme toread {p: o) It will have its

_:ml’luenee on our.music and our mission (pp. 3, ll) It will -
-~ send us back-to the basics {p. 21) Tt could even add interest’ - -
to ‘our. bulletms and newsletters (p 19) Most of all, it will,
oweé hope place us more and more at the pomt, where the Holy o
... Spirit” is our Guide. and Strengtbener (p. 13). There is no
- other person’ in all the world who can wteld the mf'luance for
" Christ’ and heliness, that the pastor w1e1ds ‘Look to Jesus this:
month.- You and He tog,ether can cnnquer every foe,of ng,h- o
o teousness. . o o

o Yours;fqr "so,u}s_,




