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o .ZWHAT 13 'rms YEAR' were to be your last on: earth'?

.

S

There have heen ‘many ifs along the:course ol' hfe but, thls is

- '_the big ““if”” for us.as we turn the calendar to another:year,:

The “ifs” of life remind us that we never outgrow the joys of dream-

mg The child within us can recall the dreams of heroism, the brilliant - -
.. “rescue of a helpléss victim in the burning building, the skrllfu[ control of
" . the largest and fastest jet airplane, the safe retum in the space cupsule e
o from the landing on the moon.:

- Where is the youth who has never dreamed of bemg rlch powerful :

o populnr or beautiful? Who among us can recall no thought of what it~
" .might be like to he the premdent of the bank, the chulrmun of the cor-

poration. board ‘ot the'King in his castie? R
While recalling with some amusement. the-se dreams of bygone -

.7 days, we could also think of more ‘recent reveries. Into the consciousness -~ . .
. . of many a preacher: have: flashed thoughts of the spectncular break- -

: through What if the congregation were to come alive and begin to grow -
like-a genuine New Testament church? What if .those recalcitrant
"church members were.to see the error of. their ways? What if humility _

. were to replace pride, fellowship were to be restored, and wrongs made .

right among the people of God? What if sinners were more:open and

‘responaive to thé gospel and believers were. being-sanctified .wholly?
What if Christians everywhere were growing in grace and in the knowl- .- -

. edge of the Lord Jesus Christ? What if every lnyman were tolet the Holy -
. '. Spirit. make him an éffective witness of the saving grace of- Jesus?’ ‘
Al these are“ifs” of no small dimension. But the bnggest it is the -

one we now face. What if: this were to be our last year on earth? . ‘
It could bé, of course. Some .year must be the last, since our pil-

' grzmnge in these tabernacles is temporary. Then also we are reminded
'to “be . ready for in such an hour as ye thmk not the Son of man -
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iy cometh ” Whether zt be that the trumpet qhall sound the dead in Chrmt, S
shall'rise, and.we who are alive shall be caught up" with them, to meet’
the Lord in the air, or we join the ranks of those whose dnys are. fulﬁlled-

; and the body dles--one year will be our last.
" What if this were the last?

If it were; and we knew it, we mlght see some of our pru)ntleq m a’

. different light. . - BT
Words of thank% and apprematmn lung pnstponed for whatever

~ reasons, would be qpoken Ldtters would he wrltten Lovc would be ex-

"presscd b ST
. There would be many thmgs happemng, in homns and parqnnageq

made with him,

- “around the world. The boy who calls us *Daddy"” would get some of the - -
"time and sttention we'have been devoting to “more 1mportﬂnt ‘matters.. .
That promised vmt to: the 200.01 that long awmted flshmg trlp wnuld be L

“That faithful .pastor 3 w1fe workmg tlreleqqu by her huqbﬂnd mdc .

to build the Kingdom, might see her dream come-true. The.family would . - R

_ have somé.time together. Things lung postponed would be done. .~ - -~

If this year were ‘the last, there would be- precious few sermomc-_

duds preached in our pulpits..Each week there would be more time re-

served for reading.and study, and preéachers would delve more deeply SO .
into the Word. There would be pastors who, like Wesley, would be “men -
of one Book.” Can you lmaglne ‘the effect of- thls upon the people in .

' _church pews?.

There would be more pastoral ca!ls if Lh:q were: to be our last year {o e

~ be ministers, and we knew it.Not the quick, professional, public-rela-

tions variety, * but calls ‘where a pastor-sits-down with the sick, or

~ the aged, or the lonely, or:the troubled person, as though there was. -

nothing ¢l$é in all the world he thought lmportant at the moment but
their needs. People would experience pastoml care in a new dlmensmn
: lf the:r pastors knew there was very little time remaining. - -

.- There might be a renewal of the spifit of stewardship’ umong us 1f we -
: _:..knew this year' would be our last. Fresh attention would be given to the
words of Jesus, “But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where .-

‘neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break --.

-, through- nor steal” (Matt, 6:20). The tithes would be ‘paid, but that’

" would not be enough to express our devotlon to God. Double and triple

“tithing would 'be the norm. Some wonld go even further until, like Bud
- Robinson, dné-tenth of the income would be. kept for personal use while .’

90 percent would-be given to God. With Just one year left to live, some

< of us mlght he con51derably more- generous in giving to the Lord.

'If this weré to be our fast’ year on earth, our prayer life would be’ .

‘ 'revolutlonized Finding time'to pray would not be the problem; we . - S

wonld take time. There would be ways of expressing pralse and-devotion

never-before discovered. There would be adventures.in fmth and excit-

__ ing examples; of miraculous answers to prayer. ‘We would-experience the
Jey of coming much nearer Jude's ldeul of pmymg in the Holy Ghost
1If this.were our- last. year to lwe-—— o

‘Make-that the thonght for this senson of the yeur And then lwe us' ‘

. though the “1f” were commg true Now.:

»

The Preacher's Mﬁgazlhe_ o .

. "Jx;.nu:arly. 1975 ’

NE OF THE GHREAT homiletical -

teachers of the nineteenth cen-

- tury was Charles John.Vaughn, Dur- .
ing the later years of his life he spent -

~ “much time in preparing students for
- ordination . in" the- Anglican church.
- Lecture notes taken by his-students
revenl some , very ‘interesting 1deas
. _concerning the ministry. - ‘
- Vaughn emphasnzed above all that =
the'preacher must be.in earnest- him-*
-self, It was of little use to describe .
" imadginary cases or to exhort to un-’
~Tealized feelings and unpracticed du- -

ties. Moreover, it was important for

- the preacher to have a definite aim,
" -and ‘to have faith in his source of -
“strength. In order to ‘fulfill these con-
~ -ditions, it was necessary for a. clergy- -
. -man to take great pains-.in his ~
* preaching. “This:meant learning, var-
- iety of methods, reading, observing, .
- and praying. Vaughn urged his pupils -
- to rcly on t.helr own gifts and not to-

“t

- Ross W_. Hayslip

LT, Pﬂslor
.+ Churgch ot the N'xzarcrm
- ‘I'ucson Ariz, !

- Qur. generatlon has de emphasnzed the sermon.
* Here is an example-of a quiet and studious
. ministry which the twentleth century has all.
’ but forgotten e
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depend on others Thls dld ot forbld -
" using -others” sermons, or even‘on
oceasion . preaching them;  but

Vaughin warned his stydents that this

“should be done “cautiously . and spar- -
“ingly, not-in idleness but from con-
~ viction. such as one can hame before
God.” - . T
~ As-to the dxfference between wrlt-‘ s
ten and unwritten sermons, Vaughn -
‘believed’ that - they required . equal

preparation. He felt that it'was wise -
to interchange the two plans, espe-

-cially "if the congregation enjoyed ..
“extempore. preaching. As a general
" rule, a-written serinon well delivered -

was bétter:in itself-and scarcely less:

effective than the other. It~ was_the o

delivery that made the difference, -

- Vaughn felt that the text of 'the -
" sermon should- be. chosen before: the

subject. He -recommended- a_ short

‘text that “gave plth to’the point."".
'This could be a question or & pungent- .
.- saying that would be easily remem-

- bgred and catch the uttentmn of the
: -heﬂrers

Vaughn warned hlS students'.ll:

'ugmnst long and titesore begin--

nings. Much depended on - thefirst

" ‘words. Tt was of extreme importance

" to catch the attention early. Short.

‘sentences. were ‘of ‘more importance . -

_ than short words, and Vaughn rec- =
:ommended that few.texts be.quoted,”

- % “though the whole sermon should be
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saturated with scriptural thoughts.”

He urged his students ‘to- lose no-
; opportumty of drousing the -con- -

science, touching the emotions, and

appealing to the interest as they went

* glong, and ot waiting until the con-

“clusion of the sermon to- seek to do -
“this. He urged them to make their °
* preaching practical and to check it
-against'the quebtmn Would thrs -

- lerest me? . ..
* . During a-ministry thut extended
- .over half a century, Vaughn preached

. thousands of . .sermons. Most of his

preaching ‘was devoted to- ‘biblical
. éxposition, His sérmons were deliv-

ered with a powerful appeal to the
They were  thoughtful,
-didactie, and:

-individual.
-eqqentmlly qplrltual

strongly chnrged with exhortatron
Hlustrations .were -skillfully .intro-
duced and never overdrawn. -The -’
“classical and: biblical - scholar. was .-
always behind the sermon, but did =~
- not obtrude through-it.

Qur generation has ‘;eemlm,ly de

emphasized the sermon in the task'of | .-~ -
the Christian ministry, Vaughn is an . "
example-of a quiet and studious min-. -

¥

istry which the twentieth century has

all ‘but ‘forgotten. Vaughn was-the

S N

_‘The Church needs more “wise men" atong
with her prophets, for the responsuble

o gundance of the peop!e of God

"’)'lr.

. wl

The Pastor as Sage

By Robert Branson

: OUR CONCEPT .of the rnmlqtry hasf"

perhaps* ‘been_shaped more by

.." the image of the ‘prophet -than any:
*other model—biblical or nonbiblical.
‘There is something inspiring about-
., . these'men who appeared seemingly. .
" from nowhere, like Elijah, to preach.
the word of Yahweh which they had -

" heard in ‘the heavenly council: We

- envision them striding manfully onto .
. the stage of history, not fearing any -
.man—be he king, priest, or common:"
‘er—-and delrvenng a word of Judg-- :

. 'Profeasnr. Fnalern Nuzurcne Collcge Qumcy-
"~ ed as the servants of God, One of, .

i Muns .

ment against sinners. Their authority -
lay "in their commission from God.
They took orders. from no.man and:
never compromiged .their. message, -
-regardless of the hardshrps that they -
had to endure, Extendmg their -his-'. .

torical tmdrtmn, we ‘sahctify. the
memory of the Ra[ormers, cherishing
especially ‘the ‘memiory of Luther,

Worms

Wlthln the’ Brble there are; how-li...‘r

ever,. more than the prophets deprct—'

The Preacher 5 Magazlno

favorite preaclier of Queen: Victoria. * - 7
. Perlmps there were some things in:
- the Victorian period that we prench
. ers'can look bﬂck upori with approval
- —this was'the age of C. H. Spargeon, .
. 'T. W. Robertson, 'H. P. erdnn ﬂnd g

: Joqeph Parkcr Lo

‘who stood defiantly before the em-
- peror and the Church nt the Dlet of -

these models which can contribute a

. nchness to the ministry is that, of the

_ ‘wise man or sage. This is the man of

_-the practical turn of mind who ob-

- "serves life with the purpose of draw-

'. . ing lessons about both man and God:
Brevard Childs in:his book Biblical -
-+ Theology in Crisis .describes the in--
.. terest of the sage as “concérned with
questlons of ‘whether .an action is "’
* wise or foohsh fitting or ‘inappropri-
. ate, tlmely or premature prudent or'
~ rash,” . _
.~ The danger of overcmphﬂsmng the .
“.. prophetic- model is more acute in the.’

early years of .a-man’s ministry. Do

. you: remember those early years in

“*-that first church? I'do. Just. out of

college, fired with-the

" Lord,” with not 4 little idgalism, and

_ with the impatience of youth to do
~ something “big" for God, we set forth
'to enlarge the kingdom of God. Yet

immediate success escaped us. We,

. - just could not understand why the

" "people did not catch the vision and
‘win their neighbors to God and:the

- church. They seemed so indifferent, -

;. even ‘hardened to. the gospel: We
+_ thought the solution to our problem

was to-take up the. mantle of the.
-..prophet and get the’ church lined up.

Oh; how we preached, proclaimed the
Word of God in all its purity and

forcefulness. but they just-sat there. -
Slowly we léarned that the prophet
. hadto give way to‘the sage. In lead-
-mg people we' could not alwnys 3

PRI

‘zeal of the’

approiich.a problem “in the spirit of:
. Paul before Agrippa or Luther before -
“the emperor, when the issue was one
" which called for’ compromise after

the manner of the sage in Proverbs,”

- Compromise? How we dislike that
-word, and rightly so if we are talklng S
“-about.-personal morals or doctrinal .

confessions. But in the realm of work-
ing with people, the board, the Sun-
day ‘school cabinet, the various
committees,

rI‘hey function as sages..

.* Did not Jesus say even to His OWn'
_ dlSClp]Eb ;- “Behold, I send you forth ~- 7
a8 sheep in the midst of wolves bheye
"therefore wiseas serpents, and harm-
“less as.doves”? The successful pastor. ‘
will strive to form his own ministry
."not only on the model of the'prophet,
“but also onthat of the wise man. = .
-“One would sincerely wish that the -
church would,. produce- more ‘wise

men’ and’ fewer ‘prophets’ for the

responslblc guldance of the people' :

of God.”

The quntullcma ure from Hlbhca! Tfrculugy in Cris " o
. sis, by Brevard Chrldu tPhilndelphm The Weslmm

ster Prm. 1970)

One ‘r'enson‘nnme chﬁrchcs Bcﬁe'pcoplc on Sunday'ﬁrghié is that o
. something is happening. Not something forced. and pumped up, but

somcthmg sprritua[ly natural and rcal—-somcthmg of a miracle; And we -
. must have an, oocasional miracle in our ‘churches to keep going. Victories -

must take: place; lives and ‘homes must -be. changed; some t!onding;-"-_: .

Jordans  must he crossed. some walls of. Jericho must fall; some. -

Ll Canaamtes must brte the dust, and the church get off the old i corn ul‘ the =
o lnnd nnd get a tnste of the fruit of the lnnd of Canaan.

-

' -':Januéfy."wm

e —nMurmyJ Palleu _

-the pastor is not a’
prophet. Here the wisdom of a sage’ . ' .
-must be his resource: Our best® = = -~
.-modern exumplc of wisdom in church -
“affairs is.our own:superintendency. -

. Many- of ‘our leaders are good pul- ' -
-piteers who can proclgim the judg- -
.ments of God clearly.and forcefully.
Yet their greatest asset is their ability .-
"to counsel, to.give advice, to lead.



The kingdom of God will prosper; and your
church will maintain its growth,as:you. = -
- develop patience to wait for the matunty

“of your people and the recognmon of your :

CowWn worth o

Please Pastor Pract:ce Pat:ence o

By Bob C Nelson* .

HE DOORBELL RINGS. And there’

“they are again—those precious

“new converts. “‘We just thought-we -
- :would drop in and see how our pastor '

is tonight.”

“Well, how nice! Come lu " Andj

" s0 another evening-is taken from an

. already busy schedule. What the new
" converts -don't realize is how fré.
‘quently théy are coming, how many
. other people and problems their new:
pastor has on his mind, and how their -

frequent VlSlt.S rob him of time and
energy
‘But,. paqtor

‘changed worlds, They've decisivély

~ . left their former friends and fun 'be-
..~ hind. They need nourishing . and
" friendship and attention, and. it is’
most natural that they turn to thelr-

" spiritual - -parent for fellowship i

_ . -this riew spiritual rélationship. Forﬁ
% their new pastor ‘to show irritation,
" impatience,” and’ indifference could

: fhp their faith, and might send them

§pinning in dejectlon and frustration
- back into their old haunts of sin and
_carnal pleasures, Any time with them

-~ will be well spent, . ..
> The phone rings. Under his breath
_the pastor breathes a doubtful wnsh

- *Pastur, Butterniut Drlve Weeleynn Church Hul :
: o Wlth churacterlstlc pastoral enthu~ LT

land, Mlch

.-'5

D pleaee be: putient :
"-'I‘heqe ““babes in' Christ”" have just -

“Hope it u.nt S:ster S " She called 5
. fiye times yesterdiay. With an inward

groan, he identifies her nervous voice

as she immediately launches intothe -

‘matter -that has fixed. itself ‘on her

~mind. Brush her- off, hang up, lay
down some gurdelmeﬁ for her to fol- -~
low—and do it-now. Thrs can t-go on_‘

" forever ! O
_Pastor, please be pntrent. ~Th|s_ SO
dear lady is obviously very lonely, . =~
Her children have neglected her. She

“is.a, widow. Her life has features of

' drudgery dnd despair, ‘Talking to her .
pastor is a therapy, and as she shares |
her ‘burdens they seem less heayy. * '

-'Hér voice.is kind, and her heart is =~ °
full of grntltude for her pastor, and

“his family. She is of poor circum- .
‘stances, which add to her troublés;

--and, lacking a .culture .that would

- otherwise assist her, she seems:left

to-endure knocks and bitter trials.

be a needed and promising program.

Tho Preacher s Magazlne L

To know that her pastor is listening "
with sympathy somehow makes her -
dreary day bnghter Now, of course, " .-
‘measures must ‘be skillfully taken to
reduce: her demands on her pastor’s-
_time. But this must -be done .with .
.wisdom and love. Pastor, ‘be patient, -
. For some-time the pastor has feit- -~ ...
. gtrongly led to launch what he felt to . - -

v
R

siasm he explains this to his church

" board.. In his mind he sees only suc-
‘tess and desirable gains. The board

- mulls it-over. Some are immediately ’
;- for the. program They are spiritually
- and mentally. olwe and ‘take to the
. proposal. Several are neutraf. T hey._
~ .. graciously listen, hut the- newness of .

- the-presentation leaves them ponder- -
~ing. Apother good brother, habitually
_negotlve moves to. table the action

- . until later. Theg good- pastor feels Iet_
T down -but wnth good prace and com-
... mon sense decides’ to bide his. time' -
" and to introduce’ the same propom~

tion later, as suggested:

At some later time the good brother "
~introduces to the board a program
~that -smacks of his pastor's- original. .
idens. With gusto he points out the -
" ‘merits-of his plan The plan-¢atches .

“fire and with 4 sense of {rustration

the pastor proceeds pnrlmmentarlly.f :

‘and the programis launched.

- Pastor, be patient; The. lmportﬂnt,:
o tHingis thut the kingdom of God will-.
. prosper; that the church maintains.
.. a healthy, aggressive, forward move-
- ment;. and: that your leadership im-
. plements progress  whether . directly
~or mdlrectly In the long pull, your.
7 ministry - i3 fully reeogmzed and
o apprecmted for what it truly is.

The' scene is- the Sunday schou'l

assembly. The pastor issitting. by a.
" distinguished guest..

hopes everything will run as smoothly
as possible. And then it hnppens ‘The

.- superintendent announces that the.’
‘chairman of the Christmas program

¢ committee can't get help “Everyone |

© . saysno to the chairman,” he reports.’

. The’ prcture looks .glum. What- kind -
- of people is he pastoring? What will

. this guest. think?- This statement
* brands the fleck as being noncooper-
- gtivé, selfish, dlsmterested perhapq

unspmtual

Pastor, be patrent You know the :
R _supermtendent 18 glven to exaggem- L

© . “tionm, that he falis to catch a cleor_

‘ January. 1975

He fervently- -

picture . of “such ‘a situation . as he
. thinks exists. (And 0 it provee to be.
upon examination: MThen the. super:

intendent further’ compounds the

~problem by publicly ‘inviting “‘any-
‘one’’ who wants to work.on the pro: °
“gram to call the chairman. This is the y
“chairnfian’s - roqponerb:llty, not the

Lrupenntondent‘a ‘““‘Anyone” may be

. the: wrong one.. The chairman may_‘
‘next find herself in an embarrassing-

dy complex- pquthl’l with the wrong

‘volunteers suddenly making them: - i

selves available, and will call her pas- -
tor to help -her out.

. Pastor; you are unwnllmgly but in: : ‘
exorably being drawn.into a fantastic .

web of circumstances ‘that will re:
quite both grace and skill. If you fail

‘in_helping the thairman to extricate
- herself from her dilemma of parrying |

sincerely offered help and ‘providing -

the right guidanee, friction may set

in among ihe weaker ‘people.- You .
may be accused of interfering. -
Satan seems ever to.be- prowlmg.

the ‘edges- of human relationships ~ -
that he might excite and incite the . -
Lord’s people. Like a military tacti- .-
‘cian, he probes. for a weak position. .
Cin the church, that he might makea - -
“:sudden and: dmswe penetratlon into

. : the splrltual encampment of “the .
: ,church ‘The safest® solution, apart =

from sanctified judgments, is to keep -
the church at. the highest-possible -
level of spmtuahty and divine. love. -

Mahny times the postor will . be

called upon to wrestle with problemq - '
from which he canpot escape. More-~ .-~
“over, he must not take. srdes un]ess a. .,

moral issue is involved. .
- Pastor; be patient. 'Thie is your

,.dwmely appointed work—the qhep~ o
herding of ‘the flock. These are pro- -

blems ‘related to. this work because

it i3 80! human Under all pressures_
‘keep sweet. ' :
The church is runmng, smoothly o

"_I he sheep are fn,ttenmg in grace, and -
a beautiful spirit- prévails in the wor-,



ship services. A ripple appenrs on the
otherwise smooth surface of things,
'A hardworking and singere member;
in. an influential position, fails to

- prow spiritually and knowledgeably.
‘with the growth of the church. He .

falis behind- the requiremenis that -

his posjtion demands of him. His -
. attitude becomes incregsingly nega- -
‘tive. The church senses this, and you'.

" -guessed it. At.the next church con- .
.. ference the brother is replaced by- the E

© vote of his fellow members,

Within the structure of our church
) urganizati’on,' a8 ‘member may be a -
-captain on deck one year and down
in the boiler room the next, and vice -
“versa. The business of utmaost rmpor-_

tance is that the divinely commis-
-_monqd ship saif on steadily with her

- - precious. cargo, Our peopte should be
- prepared to serve in any paosition,.
- appointed or elected, with guod grace .
- and faithfulness.’ :
“But the démoted brother fails 10

exercige good grace. He suspects that

. hig pastor, before the election, 1nﬂu~'

- enced opinion agmnst him.

Now the pastor has one of— two re-.

. courses. Go to the brother and try

" to_hive an understandmg, or fight -
the battle alone in his-own heart and: -
" weather the storm: The first appmach- '

“seems the most remedial and_ un-

duubtc,dly hag been Buccmsfull,) em- -

ployed -in: countless instances, ‘But
the brother is resentfu] and dOes"hot

.- trust his pastor, Explanatmns may
- “further alienate him. The brother has -
- ‘guod-qualities and talents, and every. .

. effort should be made to keep him in
" “the churc,h

-Péter's

The second solution s to maintain

".a_sweet spirit of gilence and prayer.
This is the solution the pastor now .
_chooses under the c1rcumstances' ’

~.John Wesley' once said, *'Silence -is

often the best answer to abuse.”

" Pilate said’ w-Jesus,” “Do You not- ' .
hear how many and how serious-are * ~ .~
the things they are testifying against =
You? But He made no reply'to hlm. '

not  even to ‘a. sinigle “accusation”

(Matt. 27:13-14,. The Amphﬁed New. "
Testament} o i
We' should alwavs remember
exhortation, “Chn‘:t ‘also suf- .
_fered for us, leavmg uE -an example

that ve should follow his steps”

{1 Pet. 2:21). An attitude of love and

- kindness is.our best reaction to those .©
- who -so painfully ‘offend us by un- -7 -
“'charitable words-and deéeds. With
- prayerful expect,ation we await our
‘brother's restoration and heahng'

Pastor, be patient.

" The above illustrations are not 1o
suggest the church is'in’ dxsarray and
- ‘turmoil.. These simply suggest- some

of the thmgs that may - telate fo a

good pastor s aggressive'and suceess-,. -
. ful ministry, His ministry is actﬂallv- o
+'enhanced and strengthened as he -
-responds to each solution with kind.
s opmmstxc, -and . positive - reactions.
'Many souls will be conserved for im-
- prcn-ed usefuln&s as he ho!ds stead\r
- *under fire.”

- Dear pastor, .whatwer naggmg and

' t,axmg situations you dre ‘squeezed .
" into, please pracuce patrence

'TheAmphfmd Nru Testament, mp\'nghl 1858 bv
the Lockman Fnundatmn La Hnbra C‘nll!

Purny 5 nnt a1 end in ltnelf Pur:ty pcrmlts the personahty to ln.re in’
- full expression of love to God.and man. It is the power of a. smgle-hearted

. devutmn and myst be kept mtact b_y -, daily fellgwship with God.’

I —-Mlldred Bangn Wynkoap ‘

S .The Preachgr's Magazine

o

In this day of social and political uncertainty,
itis re!reshing to know there Is stability for.

. - the prophet through'| the prayers and failh
Cof the Iaymen ‘

I Pray for My Pastor

ByE C. Hall* T

YHE . LAYMAN MUST KNOW h'ns re-

sponsibility dnd high privilege -

in prayer., He.must know that hum-

" ble, ‘penitent,. persevering - prayer is
never lost: He must know that prayer ™

links God’s power with our efforts.

" . Every layman must. build within his -
-, breast a'chapel of praise ‘and worship.
- Such’'can come only through' prayer.
 ‘To say.that many prayers must be -
directed toward the needs of the pas-

tor i only to state'a truism. .
‘The: disciples knew the- value. of

prayer.. This was ev:dent when they .
- said, “Lord, teach us to pray.” Other
"scriptural “admonitions are given:

- “Men ought always .to pray, and not
to faint.” “Pray without ceasing.” -

~“Pray. one for another.” “The effec-
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. .tual -fervent prayer of a righteous

~'man availeth much.” I am convinced

. that prayer will dissolve differences,

" holster the. spmt of man, and in this

- .day of the energy cfisis, it will rel’ease

. the holy -energies of the soul of man.

" Indeed, there need. be no sprrttual'-_ .
Lo energy crisis if we only know to effec-'

= tually prny

, Ipray for my pastor as he Iabors in-
" the cammumty

We ‘can_never’ overemphaqlze the

. value of good human, relations. For -
,'.thm reason, 1 pray that' my - pastor
: w:ll be: a llvmg expo‘hent of the grace

lun nnd lees Retreat)

v

_"La:i'c:i l(')ve of Christ in each contact.

that he makes in the c()mmumty It

is.-gaid that the good farmer never . .
waits until harvest to apply the fer: *
tilizer. Just so, the pastor must know -
that every contact which he makes -
will: continually “bear. fruit for the .
- kingdém of Chrijst,. for whzch he la-
- bors so faithfully. - = " co
‘A ‘pastor works 'with all typeq of -
“people within his' community. Some
-are 8o poorly trained they cannot - -
mget the ordinary. demands of life.. -
Others are a great barden to them- ~ -
Belvea and to society: Many are busi-- . .
‘ness and professional people.

Numbers have a high level of formal
‘knowledge ‘and education.” Some are

economically insolvent, while: others”
are very affluent. As ministers, it is. .
your responsibility and high privilege. ‘
to meet and to: represent Chnst R
':among al! men: '

-‘Recently 1 v:siied with my banker
about a‘financial need. The note was
prepared and’ srgned After the de-

‘posit ‘slip was given to me, we talked :

about’ mutual acqumntanceq. The

- firgt person ‘whose name- was intro-
f.fduced was that of my pastor. | was -
given ready assurance that the per. -
sonal business .of my pastor and all .

business,of my church was cared for

in o most satisfactory way. I knew -
then my pastor had done a heap of .
fine living among men. | said to my-"

Lo .. self,” The ¢ommunitylooks at the

. 'Laymnn Ch!.IFCh of the anarcne Rugers Ark-. :

.. (Paper presented to the Nurth Arknnans Dmtrlcl Pas- :
©  what he means when he spenks in lt

minister. out of the-‘pulpit to know



et ———— —————— by

.1 pray that .rhy ‘pastor will be a :
" 'worthy representative of Christ as he

meets with “representatives of the

“schools, f.hm(:lty government, and all-.

other agencies, both'social and finan-

- ‘cml in the commumty

I pray that my pastor wdl knuw

_that the world -is chiefly mhalnted
by other’ people, and that the greatest -
- pleasure in life comes through. Chrls- |

tian'service to others; .

I pray that my pastor um sée othr
- ers as Christ sees them. Only then -
" can he get.a true perspectwc of the,

true value of others. ‘Peter was not.
judged by the Master in- thosé- mo-
ments of ‘bitter denial, but rather by

_-what he could bqwme if he . would
only submit to the whole will of g lov-
ing Lord.»When we view ‘othérs as
- Christ- views them, their. arm;,unl.

©stubborn,
]‘dommatln{, spirits always take on a

belligerent, - selfish, cand

different hue. In dealing with others,

- great tolerance and love are essential.

" “There is one -thing you may well.
remember in the area of human rela- -

- tions. When someone throws ‘you a

: ‘lemon you must, under, gmw stxr ’
- up a bit of lemonade :

I pray “for my pastor u; he aeeka to,
serve the membership of his church..

- 'There is a cldse and hallowed rela- -
. Llonbhlp which rexists between ‘the
pastorand the members of his church ,

. An atmosphere . of mutual respect -

*.- .and confidence must abound: While
. " L'respect the other  ministers of our
- .town, yet there is something* about.-

my pastor that makes me know and
appreciate the fact that I'm one of.

~his group.. Indeed, wherever T-go, 1
 “am proud to.refer to him as “'my pas-

'~ tor,” Thig spiritual affinity should be -
. commeon among all churchinen. How-
. ever, 1 tell you ministers today that -
. you are being cloeely observed by -
" your people. This is not a crltlcal ob+

servation; but under God, they are

‘looking to'you for inspiration, spir-
',1tual example and leadershlp '

'lﬂ..

A mother and her 14- year-old son

were traveling across the country by -
rail. While en route the mother sought .-

to give the lad a lesson in mind-and

" morals. ‘At “thé ~conclusion of her - .
- .lengthy . dlﬁcourqe she. asked her son " -
the guestion, “What: happem toboys. - -
who™ tell stories? It brought the .
hey ride on half--
fare.” In every activity of your pas-
- toral duties you must pay “full fare.”

&drl\

ready response,

" There was-an affluent society lady

who was forced to fire her. maid be-.-
“cause she was stcnllng her wonderful . I
collectmn of-Sheraton Hotel towels. : -~
I tell you this'to remmd youthatyou =
must not only tell your people how to .
live; you must show them as-well:
The Christian virtues which you. -
. preach and teach will alone make no -
merdmnts nrtlsts smlurs or teach-

-ers, butl:

- They "will ‘;upplcment whut they Sl
do not train.

'Ihcy will hailnw wlmt they do not

eredte. . SRR
" They wnll ble% what they do not -
. teqch ,
T pray’ thﬂt my pastor wnll thmk
'—und reason dbotit- all matters of the
church; that he wiil see the need for.a.
balanced financial support of thelo- -
“cal, distriet; ‘and general .interests of -
the church. as well as other approved , .
- worthy causes which the local church >

“should support: Certainly I pray that

" my pastor will challenge the church

" board as well.as the entire congrega- =
tion to'the end that the Holy Spirit - - .
“would truly  direct the entire work S

and activities of the church,

I pray that my- pastor will seek: to
. be’ an effective’ counselor of his peo-‘_"_
“ple. I am well aware of the extensive -
-and involved programs ()fprcpnratlon :
“which exist for-.counselors in our -
learning centers. I know. as well that -

- your formal training.in this field may' -
be limited. However, you néed not be

amental hygienist, a psychologist,

nor a: paychmtnqt to be an efl'ect.lve‘.." :
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_counselor. If you w:]l aeek d:hgently,

and prayerfully to meét the followmg

. five standards, T believe that -your-
counse! will be both helpful and safe:.
1. Above ‘all be filled wﬂ,h theﬁ

Spmt of Christ.
"2.. Seek to make all your rﬂlatum-

. ‘ships with others as cong,enlal as po‘;-
“. sible,

- 3. Always be a gnod hstener

“(Sometimes you learn more, by thlS '
_course of action.) .~ B
= 4. Be :,ympathetlc W|th thc |nd1-‘
vtdual probletns of others, '

Love as'd esus Toved.”

. I pmy for my pa.stor m his preach—..
- _mg mlmstry :
S ILis true that preaching alone wnll R
- never save the world, but the practice
. of the gospel, which you preach can’.
" save the world. I pray for. my pastor -
that. he will preach the Word., The -
‘Word is. like a two-edged sword. It is -

like'a lion. Turn it loose and it will -

defend -itself. Not only: should you

'+ preach the Word; but you.must fol-
- low the directive to rightly divide.
. ~“the word of truth.”
- should ulwuys be a living éxponent of
- -the grace- of Christ’ amon;, all tor '
- whom you minister, -
Our heloved church started out; as"
-“‘short wheel bage’™ church. If any, :
~cars were-owned or used by nur carly -
‘churchmen, they certainly were not
: days of advers:ty, SOTTOW, flnancml'

the luxury variety: Our ministry

'- _'.spuke largely to those: who were in -
-the lowér.economic levels. Likewise,

their level of formal learnmg was

often limited. Today. this is not true..

" Through our emphasis. on formal
¢ learning ‘and Christian -eéducation,
" 'we can today boast of an educated

mmlstry Today our laymen are do-

. ing - the work - of professional and.
"skilled individuals. They are honored
“and respected.as they work in virtual-
- ly every honorable professmn known

-to-man the world around. .

Hence 1 pmy that my pabtor wnllr
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" five ‘books. Each’ was written by

~Likewise, you '

to be an exhibitionist,
speech, knowledge, gestures, dress, "
. and pulplt, decorum would be placed :
~in .'the ['(}ref'ront (ns ‘important’ as
“ these are), but rather that he will
- seek to be an executionist, where the
“-grace and - goodness of Jesus will -
abound in all he says and does as he
“breaks the Bread of Life to-the hun-. .
gry and nieedy. It is not by might of .~
léarning, or :
but. by God s Spmt that your minis-

‘give adeq'uatc atteniion to the qoali-
'ty of his messages. On the next Lord’s

. day you ministers will no doubt speak .
-to'a.truly representative group from -

your community—the educated,’ the

untutored, the well informed, the
" one who does not read; the affluent,

and some of thosé on relief. Your job,

A young man was undecided as-to

“what he should buy his girl friend for
“Christmas. A friend suggested that
-he buy-her a book, His immediate re-

sponse was, “No, she has one.” Don’t
be afraid to invest in good books. To

not read. TIn-recent weeksl have re

minister or layman, no one of whith
was a member of, our great’ churgh;

inspirational,

to reading 4nd study, you mus
a godly frate-of reference whiéh will

lead you'to know what to accépt and'_ , :

what.to reject.

I pray that my pastor will spenk
,w1th conviction and clarity in telling

" me that. God's grace’ is sufficient to -
meet every need of my:life, and that .

Christ will prove to:be a’Ballast in

crisis, and ‘even in death.
[-pray that my pastor W1ll seek noL

plendor of eloquence

- ‘71.1_”. .

“invést is not énough. You must male -
~them an integral pari of your life affd -
ministry. A man who does not read s': O
- nto better off than the man who cag: -~

"but each was plain, informatiogal, "
and explicit -on. the;__'
work of thé Holy Spirit. In addjtion
ave -

~where -his

by the help of the Holy Spirit, will be - . o
- to feed and to chatlenge all.. - T



_ -_try wxll be produetwe Il there is that
" ¢ertain spiritual. enduement in your .

life, you can’ enter the pulpit with
“authority. The light of another world
can be oh ‘your face; and with search-

ing insights and intensity. of speech :

profound humility, and Christlike

. .compossron your ‘ministry will have.
the meonmg Chrmt mtended it

should.”

Robert de Bruee was slam in battle :
.when the Saruzens of- France .were:

“engaged in’ fierce’ combat with' the

P Scots: It appeared momentarily that

. kis. urmy would retreat and suffer de:

‘

feat.fAht-l‘thie moment a privote un: = C
sheathed his sword and cut the heart .~ =~

from the body of Robert de Bruce,.

placed the heart ‘on'the tip of the
sword, raised it as high as he. could, -,
and with all the energy at his com-" .’
mand- cried ‘to his" fellow soldiers, .
“ “Follow thé heart’ of your leader
" The battle was won. .
- My earnest, “honeést, and . ferventr "
prayer for each of youisthat you'will - = -
raise_high the heart of our crucified . -
“‘Lord and cry with all the fervor of - =+
your being,. “F‘ollow Lhe heart: of Je~ B
csus.t o _ :

-

. When the Ghurch is seen as the body of. Chnsl . - -
- five basic mlmstrles become lmportant and - - - c e

: every acuwly should center in thelr |mplementat|on h ’

 The Fivé, 'M,;n;smes' ot the Chirch

' "TIMF.S OF STRESS, change, and un-

certainty- should lead us to-.a
" gerious and - careful research of the
brbhcol precepts of the nature und

ministry of the Church. The purposes -
of ‘many institutions are being chal-
lenged today, and the’ Church is not~
~ éxempt from such criticism. .Chal-. -
' '=I The mlmstry of worshlp IR
‘The first . ministry of the’ ehurch“-

" .must. be that of leading the congregas
. tion into a meomngful experlence of-

“lenges may -be: threatenmg and at

- times . destructive. . But the Church
" can endure this kind of examination;
.. May I-propose what [ believe to be

»- the -five basic ‘ministries of the

: .Church ’I‘hese mrmstrleq must el o

by .

.Superimendom .
. Washington District - .
..Church of the Nazdrene
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‘Roy E Carnahan -

_woys appeor in the Church‘e hfe S
When the Church i is seen as the body

~ of Christ, these services become the

~ extended ministries of the résurrect-.
‘ed - Christ. All' legitimate - activity

must then be seen as the implemen-
tatnon ol‘ these ﬁve mlmetrres '

worship, This i a priority experience

thatsmust happen before much else . =
“is attempted for Chrlst ‘We'should -
be guided by the rule that the church '
“congregation, assembled together_as’_‘ _
“the body of Christ, must have at -
" . ledst one’, worship | expenence each .
week——prel‘erably on the Lord’s Day. -
Worship may be défined as a be- -
liever’s mystical expérience of -the .~
. presence of -God which evokes from .}
o h1m expresemne of love and commit-

The Preacher 8 Magazlne :
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L ment Womhlp is & sensrtwe experl—.
erice that can very easily be lost when

other things are atlowed 'to detract.

- Too often we have only some measure
~of inspiration, edification, or enter-

tainment - that does not become a

. 'genulne experience.of morsh;p

The. place of worship may be so

_spectacular that the congregation. is”

. impressed only with jts archjtectural .
Lhi heuuty On the other hand, the meet-
' ing:place may be so poorly kept and
"+ appointed that the congregation re-
’ ,acts only:with contempt, "

- 'The prayer may be thought]ees and

"full of clichés. It should truly repre- -

_sent’the needs of the people, 1ift them
.* before the Lord, and help them re-

~ ¢eive the grace needpd for that hour. ”

The time and placé of worship are

. notin themselves ‘essential. It is pus-
. gible to worship under very’ simple
- icircumstances -or in ‘cathedral-like
“-settings. Worship can be experienced
“even when two or three people are to-

_ gether, or thousandd may ‘worship if
- they are carefuily led.into- the spiritu-
' al awareness of the presence of Christ,.

" The, church’s ministry of worship.
should also lead tosthe mdwrdual s
_-personal time of worshlp He must be
- ¢ guided: into. developing prayer and
.. Bible study which.will complement
- -the corpomte service of worship. '

11 .The‘mrmst_l‘.y of evangehsm ‘
_, Turning outward from the more in-
" word ‘personal- expenence of worship
.- must be an experience of evangelism.
' The-church must have: an adequate
‘ _expressaon of ‘the gospel ‘to the un-
.saved ! ‘outsiders.” Evangellsm is es- ..
sentmlly the declaration of the gospel‘ -
message to unsaved people ‘It is the.
.. greatest dutward mlssmn of the'
* church, :
Evangehsm may 1nclude such‘
. methods as the Sunday night service, .
. the traditional revival meeting, dis--
" tribution of Christian literature, tele- -
vision and radio  broadcasting, '
. door to- door Vrsrtatlon mformal per—
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sonal -witnessing before’friends and

relatives,: and "the outreach of the
church, through any of its programs,

- Evangelistic. methods will. vary with- -
the times and communities. It is real- .

7 Ty ummportunt how the witness goea :

forth so long .as that witness is pro- -

“c¢laimed, in the hearing - of unsaved .. -

- people. There is danger in ‘commit-
ting ourselves to any one method of .
-evangelism, for changing times and
conditions-demand -that the Church- .

“adapt its. outreach’ mmrstry to the"'

- Prevailing: ‘conditions: T

.,MO_blL of our ‘churches have had -

strong- eniphasis on Sunday night -

- evangelism. However, the advent of
-television, the seécularization of Sun:
. days, ond the fact that it is increas-

ingly difficult to get the -unsaved

inside-. the -church: -buildings, may -
* mean that we will need to rely more -~
upon other methods. A number of .
-churches: who show great gains of
peaple received by profession of faith .-~
.have found theé method of personal

evangellsm to be the most. effectwe

‘outreach,

We must remembe;; thot all the. p
methods. traditionally used in our
church were at one time‘innovations. .; - -
As long:as’the church continues its -

ministry, there will need to be irno-

'_vntlons -to reach people with the gos- -
" pel. Theré is really no wrong way to
.evangeh?e -

"However it is done the Lhureh'
"must ‘be -successful -in reaching un-’
" gaved people with the. proclamatlon
“ef the gospel This is the greatest ser- -

vice we can render the world around

- us. Better hvmg conditions can result’
-oniy when people come into a person- .
al ‘experience - with Christ.” Thus, - '
. evangelism is most essential to the
‘rmprovement of our eommumtres

III ‘The mmlstry of dlscrpleshlp

‘The New.Testarment is clear in the o
"concept that Christians must be dis-
crplee of Chrlst, Drscrples are- people

3




“who are learmng, maturmg, and fol- -

lowing an _exemplary- person. The
‘process which may - be hrought. to

- . great effectiveness is nevertheless al-

ways unfinished. 1 believe dlsc1ple-
ship is best expreqsed in two concepts.
_ They are (a) nurture and (b) tram-
.ing.~

: Chrlstmns enter the Church by be-
“ing “‘born again.’

' " by, “feeding” on the :Word of God,

- and thirough the exereise of Christian -

ministries. The attrltlon rate of new
converts would be dlsastrous w:thout
Chnstmn nurture. S

The church must. therefore provxdeh
opportunities for Bible study with an
- - emphasis on sound doctrme Chrig-
‘tian éthics, and Christian’ heritage. ..

| - Through these ministridy, the Chris-

tian should develop a déeper commit:

‘ment, . a. greater faith, a radiant

'-'Chnstmn expression of life; and a

-.more Christlike life-style.

Training may-best bé described as
. the discipline that leads us to effec-

" tive.Christian service. Training may

" include Bible and theological infor-
- mation, but it is far more_than this.
T Qur objectlve is not only to educate,
. .~but to help Christians use their-tal--
*. 7 ents and facilities for the most effec-.
- “tive service ta Christ. Training may
be. considered “as” a Christian’s dis:
covery of his -spiritual gifts and tal--

ents, - together with - guidance as to
how his gifts and talents'may be used

for- the' ministry God has mtended_

. ‘_" for him, -

This, "of course. lmphes tlmt all,

Christians are ministers of Jesus

Christ, Although some ‘may be. celled'
~of God to pastor churches, or to go s
-missionaries and evangelists, all are-

“nevertheless to perform-some kind of

_ . ministry inJesus’ name. Training -
.~ .may be summarized as discovering
~..our gifts and learning how to: use .
“them for our- personal ministries.
- The: Sunday “sc¢hool,. youth, and’

'mlssionary societiés may be means
14 P AR

' ‘Birth implies the
need for growth.' Christians develop -

' ties -
FeI[owghlp must : be mutual com- .
- passion.’ It necegsitates mvolvement PR
with others. We must participate.in ' .

-the sorrows»and Joys of fellow Chrls- N
tians. .
_Although we preach the experience

of trﬂmmg Perhaps the. best trmmn;, _
‘is on-the-job training in which the :

people of thechurch, under the direc-

- tion of the-pastor, are actually led
‘into experiences of soul. winning and

other acts of Christian service. °
- We are groteful for our schools and
colleges

training metltute

'IV The mmsstry of fellowshlp

.Christians must learn that they are .. =

'partially accountable fo each other '
" and-have responq:blhty to help each "

other . in - the’ development of - the " -
Chnstlan life. We must see ourseélves,

each

as pilgriims on the journey from lifeto
‘heaven. Along the journey of life are .
'many hazards,- and we need to help .-
other overcome these dlfﬁcul- T

of holiness; which can enable B per- - -

realistic to know that at times some

pecple fail. When they . fail, the fel-

lowship of others must be seen as an

outreach Lo them assisting them-to’

“get- up ‘again’ ' and continue their

Christian pilgrimage, Christians ex- - .
periencing fellowship will realize the ~ * *

+

weaknesses -and limitations ‘of each, -

every member of: the body of Christ.

The atmosphere of gonume Chiristian -

fellowship ‘can be. of’ lremendous-"'"- SRR
~spiritual” help for every member of . .-

the.church.

~ Thiere may also be- umes when a

defeated sorely

tempted Jlayman

son. to lwe .above sin, we must be

"~ other, but will have a compassionate o
des:re to strengthen and -encourage

may ‘find more help; with less person--~

al threat, through the association. of.

A'other laymen All of us are ourbroth- .
ers’. keepers.” Fellowship is best ex-. -
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_ They have an important =~
- task to perform. However we should .-
-see -the focal church as . the basnc-,

‘l

- A penenced through the kmd of mutual

help that brings you to my rescue.in

.my time of need. Fellowship is ex- = ~

penenced when I have a new sense of

rejoicing, I want to rejoice with you.

comer.
The. church must provnde means

'-through which this .kind .of fellow-

ship can be expressed. We must not”
- allow. ourselves: to- become so busy
with the church’s formal program -
- that_there is no time: for personol

' mformal mvolvement

The church may experlence fellow-

B Shlp through its Sunday school clas- -

ses, small - Bible = study groups;

“personal évangelism teams, and in
-. many otherforms. Fellowship is also’
.. found in our,mutual’ portlelpatlon in
. mlmstermg pro_leets o

V. The mmlstry of mercy
All around us are people with great- .
“needs. There is an element of suffer- -
_ing even in the best homes. Jesus was.".
.. very much concerned about the suf-
-+ ferings of people. There aré times
‘when the church needs to reach out:
. “'to'peoplé in need and do acts of mer-
* ¢y for them simply because they are
- people-in need. We do these mercies
. in Jesius’ name. We must always re- -
- 'sist the tendency towards busyness -
_. that makes us insensitive to the suf-
i ,fermg,s of others. Mercy must be ex-
“tended to the whole person.
. Actsof i mercy should first of all l)e :
~done within’ the church fomlly ‘But -
. the mlnmtry must also- reach into the -
.. -unsaved.community about us——even
" to'people who may appéar the least

likely to. come to church. Mercy is

'“‘;\ ‘Mot theé- manipulation of people. It'is
ce ‘given without the : ant:c:petmn of.
January, 1975 ' :

.. c'

» .
return beneﬁts Mercy 1is compassnen
w:thout demand. ‘

family whose house has been burned

_ could- be given_ assistance in money, -

furniture, or food. ‘People who have
suffered the loss of loved 6nes can be -
the rec:p:ents of i sincere sympathy

-and expressions of love through gifts. |
When wou are victorious, I want to-.
. - benear you, so that part of your vic-
- tory will also help me to be an over-

The homeless can be given shelter.

People who have been mlsused or’
cheated should have our compassion -
and assistapce. The sick’ and dis-
turbed may be visited. There are
, mﬂny ways in which the church can
" *'give a cup of cold wnter” in': Hls

name.’
Oyer a period of tlme. the ehurch

" that has been generous with its acts -

of mercy will receive the goodwill of .

its commumty,,and this in turn. may
be the means of winning ' many to our
“Lord and church. There may be times
; when'it seems all other methods to N
-advance the church have failed: Mer-

ey frequently ‘develops into evongel-

. ism. *Evangelistic efforts - often fail .
'_ ‘hecause there has been no prewous

".sense of compassion and mercy. We
-must be people who genumely care

about the needs of others..
“These are the basic concepts of the

.church'’s ministry. They are constant
.. purpases.. The details of ectlon which
. 1mplemem these ministries may vary )

greatly. gceording to’the persons in-
volved and the' circumstances ‘sur-
-rounding. the mdlwdual church.
‘Methods of service must beevaluated
~as to how well they contribute to the -
fulfillment df the. five basic minis-

tries. We must be flexible in activity

-details, but. abeolutely commltted to -
these concepts. - o
s If-a local church will makea serious -
and ded:cated effort to-develop these-,
ministries, it is reasonable to believe -
. that it will grow in'size and effective: . °
‘ness. 'I‘hrough these mmlstrles the .
world will see the Church as the’ body
~of Chnst contmumg HIS mmlstry

s

In every commumty there.are peo-'

" ple wha suffer various tragedies, The
compassion for you and T' respond - .

“quickly to assist-and strengthen you.
‘When I am in trouble‘ you come to’

"+ my rescue. When you are in trouble,.

C T widll goto your rescue. When you are

4



i .to the church to. *‘éndeavor in every. way' to glorify God,: by a humble -

! . paying one's tithe and giving offermgs. The- prlmary thrust of biblical .

... round ustobe sure they are in good repair. How are the walls of w1tness' g

.

A Stewardsh:p Ietter-—

7 . Dear Church Mcmber,

" What a glorious day today is! 'I‘he sun is qhmmg, the- tempernture is

in the fifties, and I feel wonderful! Say, isn’t it yreat to be.a Christian, to

“krow you are a part of the family of God" It isa very. specml prwalege as
well, to be a member of the church..

“Do.you remember the Sunday mormng you stood before the altnr at

- First Church and took the vows of membership? It ig a very sacred and * E

‘precigus memory, I'm sure. Each of us made a commltn‘fent to God and

‘walk, gndly~chnversatwn and holy service; by’ devoted!y giving of our "
_ means; by faithful.attendance upon the means of grace . . . seeking ear-
: nestly to perfect holiness of heart and life in the fear of the Lord.” o
The other day Jeremy, our four-year-vld, and [ were talking about- i
school. “Daddy,” he sald “I think I'll go next year: and see if T like it. If.
Tdo, I'll keep going.' ""That's the way a lot of folks feel about commit-. -
- ments and vows these days. Government suffers from "trusts betrayed..
‘Marriage and the home are destroyed by the rationale “If it works, fine. [

If not:. . > The Church is hindered by promises unfuifilled, The spiritof ¢
. the age declares,“‘I don’t want {o commit myself-to anything.” But the
- clear challenge of Jesus is that * whosoever doth not bear his cross, ‘and
_come after me, cannot be my disciple.” . =
. February, as you know, is Stewardship Month Here at, Flrst Church "

- we’ve taken as our theme “Building the Kingdom Together,” based'on
1 Cor..3:9 and the Book of Nehemiah. I'll admit I'mi‘concerned about
~ finance. In a day of ‘spiraling inflation, all of us are concerned about "

'moneywprobably far too much. But stewardshlp involves far more than .

* stewardship is 4 recognition of Christ’s lordship in'my life.- All I'am and .
. have and ever hope to be are HIS' Am I faxthfully bearmg record to the )
fact that I belong to God? - o

' lee Nehemiah; -and those whao. worked with. hlm we are ca!led to
engage in Kingdom- bulldmg as “‘labourers together.with God.” Qur.i ini-"
- tial stewardshlp obhgatlon is to examine the:spiritual walls that sur-

and testimony in my home-and in my life? Is the wall of faithfulness and

" obedience still intact? What about the wall of the tithe? What is the.

~"condition of the wall. of my prayer life? Has the wall of faithfuiness.in -

“attendance begun to crumblé?. What of the wall of fumlly and’ prwate

‘devotions? Am | really helpmg to building the Kingdom? .

_ . Christ siays to- us,’ “Come, let us build . ;. that we be no more are-
. proach.” Wlll yOu Jmn n bunldmg the ngdom together" S

_ Y'ours for the K:ngdom
PASTOR WIL[JAM L POTFET i

lSent to m.emhcl'u of Flrsl (,hurch ufthc Nazarem-. Symcune, N ’r' 3

' 1‘6 S : '. o R . TnePreachers Mngazina -

: Campﬂéd by ~’th'e Génf.éra! Stewa_rd’.?hr‘? C{Jmmissién '

;'.'The ”Year of the

EARL C. 'WOLF_,' Exocutiva Dlrector
| DON WILDE, Offlce Editor ... -

- Qeneral Superintondent Stowe

’:Spmt” plus One

N o x5 began at mtdmghl lanuary 1 1974 on our knees in

.- fervent prayer.. It received a msghty thrust in the Mid- ~
: ,-quadrennlal .Conference on: Evangehsm when thespot-. .
. “light ‘was focused ‘clearly on our holiness heritage and
- mission. - It. $pread - throughout: the church as pastors,
o evangehsts, educators, missionaries, and superintendents
. joined headquarters personnel in an all-out crusade of :
. holiness evangelism. Thausands of our ‘people have . .
* :been Ted-into the sanctlfylng fuliness of the Spirit. Thrill--
. ing reports. of churchés which havefound revival and
..+ ¢ renewal in.the power of the Spirit have been heard again” - .
© - and again. And rather than ebbing, the tide of outreach -
.evangehsm has swelled, with more: and-more churches_, 4.
. .recejving record numbers of new Nazarenes. God’s e\rl-_"___
- dent approval has been upon this emphasis. . : S
. And the implications’ of this stress upon sanctlflca~
_ tion ‘are far-reaching.  From' his  vantage point in nine-
‘teenth-century Methodism, Daniel Steele wrote, “To be
“sitent on“any doctrine for-a generation is to root it out-of

the faith of the church” (The Holy Spirit and the Church). ~ .

. The history of the second half-century of the.Church of -
", the'Nazarene may well record the fact that: the “Year of-
the Spmt” was a determmmg factor m keepmg our

oo

%;’f.’iﬂ -~ FOR
Y PASTORS - -
~and LOCAL .
-CHURCH . -
" LEADERS
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. denommatlon on the course- charted by her founders
We have not been silent about the Spirit!
' .Pray God the.expiration of the calendar year will not_-_

end our emphasis upon the person dnd work of the Ho!y
Spirit. This is more than a theme to bé promoted. itis a
torch to-be carned It dare'not be. Jaid down or allowed to
'burn fow: Dr. Paul' S. Rees wisely observes that this

. . torch is never well carried:in the hands of the torpid’

_ and the tepid” (Don’e Sfeep Through the Revolution). Let
every-Nazarene minister continue to call men'to holiness ~ .-

~. with consistency and compassion. “Attention must be-" - .

given to both the crisis and the process of sancnf:cat:on.

v

Clear exposmon shou!d complement fervenl evan-' o

- gehsm

“In truth, every year]s the ”Year of the Splr:t " May :t

be 50. agaln in 1975

R

"CHURCH SCHOOLS™" i i . .0 Tl 5

P
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You are a3- -way ‘winner:
w1th Honor Schools

_ 1 You reach the lost
2 You teach the !ost
' “3 You win the lost

w:th a wm

5‘%

~

(Luke 19 10)

 Wind. up the quadrenmum;, e

Enrol|ment-—-—Attendance——Professnon of Falth

‘CHURCH SCHooLs (vBS)




.S (vBS).

WHO’S GOING TO PLAN

' YOUTH WEEK RESOURCES f{

WHEN THE RESOURCE
PI.ANNERS QUIT PI.AN-'
NING FOR YOUTH WEEK2

Among scads of "goodles in the wmter TYPS packet here s: what your"_

youth workers will get:

» 1.. A threé-session, small group encounter unit whlch W|I| help your.

kldS discover,. -experience, and share Jesus.

. 2. An- attractive. Youth Week dlscovery poster for your youth de- _

partment

3 Informatlon on where to order the iatest and best Chnsuan fllms,.

books, and creative: worshlp resources.

4 “An excellent youth spotisor enrlchment art:cle by Dr Don Hall en- -

tltied ”Counsellng Youth.”

Whoever orders’ your Sunday school I|terature can. order TYPS I
nght -on the church literature- supplles order blank

'

- STEWARDSHIP

_ Check your Stewardshlp Klt for
' “sermon suggesttons & savory select:ons | _
' for your R . .

CI6E
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"Home. Missions Is - "

?’.'(-5 ~ | ‘”-i
. February 16 is Brotherhood 5unday _
W February 23 is Home Mrssrons Sunday "

-j'February 16-23. |s a week for saturatron celebration ot home

- fﬁ‘; Sunday School

mission outreach in every church AR

| 'Sunday Evenlng L AT
Midweek Prayer Servrce

. ‘See your 1975 Pastors Program P!anner for program sugges-

tlons and avallable resource materlals. .

Order your matenals N

~ 16F

“COMMUNICATIONS .
. COMMISSION_ (TV)

Neﬁ Sets of Color
~35-mm.. Slldes o

To Enhance Your Locai

: e_.'ewsron Productrons .
Send for Descrrptrve Brochure |
-~ Write to:

COMMUNIEATIONS
COMMISSION

Telecommunlcatlons Dwnsnon”-
Church of the Nazarene
6401 The Paseo _
Kansas Clty, Mlssourr 64131

"16G



" CHURCH SCHOOLS ’

2, ‘Si-mday:,‘ January 12—

e e g - - — et

: For Pastors

on MANAGEMENT

“‘Dr. Donaid Starr in a series ‘of interviews with

SK“_LS IN. THE LOCAL CHURCH
IR this issue;

'”In coming issués:
‘Leadership’ Siyles :
Delegation . ‘

© Motivation. -+ - "

" 'CHRISTIAN FAMILY LIFE -

MAKE FAMII.Y l.IVlNG A
PRIORITY IN

. Nazarene- Famlly Week -
: -Begmmng with Family Altar
Sunday, january 5

i A Week of Planning
' Praying .. - .
© Playing. =~
“Together

- Church Families Bring - =
-Unchurched Families to Sunday
School and Church ’ ‘

The EDGE beglnmng IhlS quarier ieatures )

Editor Nofman’ J. Biown on MANAGEMENT-"'. o

" The RelevanEe of Mahagemem to Your Work_

;CHARGE 0. O Cnurch-".» '

-1

PASTORS have you or- your music direc-

‘tor heard, or heard about, these cut-

standing rnusicals. collections, and-
.cantatas? They wére prevlewed during .
" racent years by membars of the LiL:
. LENAS CHORAL CLUB. Currenl mem-:
~ bership, over 3,500,

For a small $5.00 annual fee lhp member'

““selaction of cholr music). receives (1) -
“one’.free ‘copy of each. new .Lillenas.
" choral pubtication, (2) practical -and in-
* . formative music leadership -techniques

-“and helps, (3).advance notice of Lillenas .
_ Music.Semiinars held by nationally known
_churéh’ musicians, and (4} up-to-date in-

formation about’ all other new Lillenas
. " Musicreations such as solo books; kay-. :
. _.board volumes hymnals etc ;

. . There' s not-a better plan anywhere lor '
keeping abreast of the new’and the bast

" at'the choir director's convenience. Each *
: 1;1974 ‘member, for Instance, received -
] .$45 00 wonh pf choral materials. : -

© Also, much of our music is recorded on_

- tgp- -quality - TEMPQ. albums. An. addi-
~ tional $10.00 will bring a minimum of ‘six
review coples of these choral albums for.-
Iistemng analysls and pleasure

"NOTE: Applfcauons accepred mrough"
o the end of October will receive alf re"
' leases tor rhe calendar year -

e C[}LcCHapPYGS‘dC

. _f__nétpr;,.'rh,i; APPLICATION FORM _R:lghl Away:

s Cobme il e ‘19?5

’ 'Plaasa onroll me inthe. 1975 L]||Bﬂa$ Chural Club as' (chuck prefarence)

v . o . . ,' _' C. One per church ;

. [] Choml Q_Iub Mcmbcr, ONL\’ SS.DO D C'horal C!ub plus Hecnrd Ophon ONLY 515, 00

N Churc!r Namg - C ' Y A
* " Church Address {shuml

- {city) - o S L - e HER A
(smtéipruwnce) : ST ' ;

.-CHECK ar MONI:Y OHDER ENCLDSED S .

- My Auaress {streat)

e (30- aay) "0 Personal ", - Aeity) -
o Iotheﬂ Accoun! - (statelprovmce) R . E : X
. o (zlp) ,-f_-_.,;_...;‘ NN i e g, AA it

LILLENAS PUBLISHING COMPANY Pos! Office Box 527 Kansas Cnty Mtssouri E4f41
: . Mus!c Daws.‘on of the Nazamno Punhsmng Houso n

(prererably the " one . responsible for- .



. STEWARDSHIP

. 5_3;-'1‘We are always
,:fonthelookout
 for stewardship
. promotlon |deas
":.'Got any?

__'.',':;Wrtte L Ta
- General Stewardshlp

Commlssmn

6401 The Paseo S
Kansas Clty, Mo. 641 31

1 Aprll of 1971 the Departmem of

. Pensions and Benevolence has been do-.
~ing all kinds. of antics:to signal the’ good. . -
. ‘news . of the still new “Basic’” Pension. -
. -:Program, It has been the Departments-‘
- prw;lege to grant over 1, 000 pensions to -~
date.” Thousands" of’ words of .copy in
.- various ‘forms have gone to"press as well
- as pouring freely through the typewriters -
"-of the office staff. The Department-has. . -
also had the pleasure of relaying the news. "
. of two increases - in ”Basw" PenSton as.
' -_-well : R
o Yet, with all that has been wrmen and sald R
» ‘on'behalf.of the “Basic’ Pension Program. . .
once in a while there are those who have -
-~ not heard or do not know they may be
ellglble .
Pastor; if. you ‘have any retlred or ‘soon to :
- retire elders or .widows on your.church .
roll who-have ‘at least 20 years of service,
‘or disabled elders who:have 10 years or -
.- more of service, you can perform a -
.- valuable ministry for these saints of the - -
el Cross. ENCOURAGE THESE MEMBERS OF
. YOUR CONGREGATEON TO MAKE AP-
_ ‘PLICATEON IMMEDIATELY . to: The
‘" 'Department ‘of Pensions and Benevo- -

- . lence, 6401 The Paseo, Kansas Clly, Mo o
: "64131 o s

16K

- PENSIONS-AND BENEVOLENCE
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CLFEINCOME U o e s T NAZARENE WORLD MISSIONARY SOCIETY

A

N L Y
P . g . . . . L

: _'* SRR Do you know people who need a55|stance S
47 in this vital area? Have them write for help. They can .- e
' be_neflt and so-can Your church . T I

" Better planmng now

-

can save more of 1t for tomorrow. .

--Thr. good your eshte can. do is too nnporlant to inore

. “potential savings offered by good estate planning. Proper - S

- planning can help avoid unnecessary taxes ldter. . and . - LR T
even provide income tax deductions now. Hn:, free bookle G L e
-could help you make your.estate work Hardler {or you:. o L
your family and the Lord’s ‘work Mail the coupon !oddy.

.

Tak'e'_q io!se;look-ohcad

| PROGRAMS L DI
o _ hO(an_; 3}
. '-Rev Crc,w CEA ' SR T o e A A L
. .';'-Please send me wnhout (harge : "“"*-w ;" L R S KPS B S
- Dol o ‘or obll_;atlon acopy of Better( state Plannmg T O P ;f ST e
- Life lnunm'(,nhs o o L R : N S I o
& Bequusls '

e ":'1.-'.:Put up your anmversary poster

Mes et e

'Attn ‘ ' ..vmsg

" Rev -Robert W Ciéw’ By © . "_-2.'.'Attend your 1975 district NWMS convennon-—specral
- CHURCH OF mr I T PR . o "annlversary program. -
S NAZARENE L Cv_ty e e e e e e - e e e NI A -

5401 The Pasea e TS TR 3 LN f—-NWMS anmversary Sunday

‘Kansas City. MOf -
f)41 bE I

e AR : HER —Make lt a, record

N

L - R coe o O eMe
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'EVANGELISM -~

A Yearof

: ,;_THE -calendar “year .of 1974 .is :
“over. However, the time for ho- :
. liness-evangelism will carryon to -
- the end of the age. - ST
"~ Follow through! .
. This is the year you'need to con-" -
. serve and-use those who:have
© entered .into the experience, of.
* heart purity and'love made per-
. fect. It is-also the year to harvest -
“the seed sown last year. God will..
continue to bless as you con--
_tinue to honor the Holy Spirit.- .

1N

| coniarn | "

| FEDRUARY

| UTIIZATION |

SEPTEMBER

x OGN

e

!

. CHRISTIAN ssavqpé .TRA-lﬂ:NG >

L

] -Dr.EarlWolf' . o
) - General CST,D{irec_tor.' o

-~

. Here's'a.book—Giving ‘and Living, by .Drt. - H}
. Samuel Young—that will make a contribution to - J¥
~your people.and your church. Make room: -}
~ sometime during February or March of 1975 for .- Hi

this study. -

=i+ The approach in this book on stewardship
" is not from the point of view of program. It be-
'} gins with our-basi¢c commitiments to Christ and - -
. His kingdom..its reading and-study will not only. .
‘. ‘make-us better stewards but better Christians. "
- . Dr. W, T. Purkiser saysin his “Foreword” to -
". Giving and :Living:. “Dr.-Samuel Young is not.- f
| ‘satisfied to rest his case on custom or tradition. - -
| - 'He drives back to the sources of ‘giving and liv- |
“ing’ in the Word of God. . ... Many presenta-:
- tions.of Christian giving are:-based on the needs

of the ‘church for its mission-.at -home ‘and

| - abroad. Dr. Young basés his appeal on artrue

. Chiistian response-to the grace and generosity .
- of God.” | T S
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A Sl 'EDUCATION
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A S .".‘ T .7 T ! o iR 7 ‘
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Lo o fwmenor st : . AT ISHARD TO BELIEVP that NTS is entering jig thirtieth "~ -
o T A i o year of Service, During this time it hae 8raduated 1,283 men‘and
0'“‘9 ; ;. o - ‘ Women for ministry to Chrijst and the Church, 7777 M o
g : “‘N B N This fali’s enrolfmentr is a recotd 355 Needless 4 say, we are
! EL | exal eetalor3600 | i - ] bursting a4 Seams © 70 S
. 85c; ! B0, R : : . . .
<. 25sols for $11.50 - ... IT MAY Also BE HARD 10 BELIEVE ha, during these
years very litt]e'mon_e'y has been speny on Maintaining and im-
Proving our plant, except for the bunldmg of the hbrnr’-y."']"‘h_qt's .
Why our appeg) e year was for funds to update gy facilitips; i
\ Pp T Up sl atess
; Here's what we have done and are doing. - e have repointed -
- | the entire exterjor of the admlnis;;a_tidn buiiding, L}epf_aced-_(he_ old
T . R s ewalks w ich. were begmni_ng- to _crumbié,'_inj.italled_.a Central - .
- oG e TR a’ir-conditioning.-sy'st_e'm_'to'make poss'ible_a'.year—rodnd pProgram
i W e 2;1;_’;;2‘__1-. R L ave Yo ) Creplaced the ,madeqt_i_ate'hghging s%rstem_ with neyw Hluorescen .
d' NO g . L et :o?é for $4,50 i ixtures, and dropped the ceilings in ¢ 4SS1ooms and hials. In add;
and NEW : o503 - - Asc; 25 sols for. $6.75 tion, we have built new- parking areas tq care for the 8rowing
the At T S e stud'entpop‘ulation. oo P o
o L Riatare cbpsidqﬂng_.-.i _ . - cLast year's ‘genergys Voffen'ngrhelp.ed us take care of ap-
S s ‘ ' Features sctually dated S Proximatefy one-half the Cost of the building. improvements. with
Gl : S _ - LAl perpgel: out-of-date . . . the balance Providing scholarships for needy students’ a4 books
ST P __-_4Setsn":ny time ot the year: o or the library [f we can reach this' yeareg 8oal, we can complete]y
e 'Sgaracuve llip‘“’p'mix‘ L I pay for 5)) IMprovements, keep the SeMinary. free from debyt and
o C 0 sultable tor- mailing - | - ‘ © also make poss_ible he inereased numberof
- A P S et R  Nazae scholarships We must proyide for our larger
. .-: s . . ; - .o N h of the . o3 . "-g..r,.".“ : ) "
.}»'f'\ D T .'mpflm-e:ét?n'::ir:s :veﬂ"s ?“.p; : ";i ‘- StUdef;; b -d T . b.. e L L
i : re_ﬂ;’l_ E::mldpes'w.“h the e;n:b . ‘ k I ,apprec‘l._ate-_.you;‘_. 00sting thlsnTh:r-ﬂ_-
\ ) p::)&m%ernlhrougholm m;?:t;‘;;tvcrd; I tieth Anm_versa_ry Q.E.Fe_:ing! SRR
' , plugsa . L : L T o
“ow o use* lola,ong & dolay, | Yours for 1
" the cost" gnvelope. s oome - Yours for 4 holiness Ministry,
* " Avallabe In S m ot amd | S, L mminis
L. Ava ample: 324-56) . e S
bers {ox It be filled from the - } - o
: 0-":2;?'.‘:3([55 of. numb]g:,-‘ o ‘ : ‘
* avaliadle ln our 5’°°k'da,. Lt e, N
= Quests for gpecifically des. - P N
=i ’ ngnnted numbers 50'1 dos. . i
’ " . imprint will ‘be trea s'and " |
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- turns

- Includes 1ox laws :hrough Oclober,

“1874. Examples and nontechnical ox-

pianations are easy to follow, helping,
the pastar or evangellst get. his foif .
L rofurn 64 pages Bl x 11"

Papar.

' --‘NAZARENE PUBL!SH!NG HOUSE

Revlasd by F. H. Haath for 1974 Re
Ny

. doxes 280 pagos. Hurd board. ' $5.95°

R - 3203, .
L NOTE Available Dacember15 19?4

Edited by Charlés L. Watls

“for 50 yaars.a valusbls rasourco

book for busy pastors, OHers prac- -

tlcal, uround the-year material for

pulplt and pnsiural ministrlas. Flve in-
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- “ship for each m|55|onary
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10."
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i thefreld
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Ty )

.
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0 P . -

A furlough
- _‘ 125.00 each year
1 300 00 -

2,000.00
3 _30‘0.06_ o

Children’s educatlonal 90 percent of cost of educa-— |

All travel cost to and from

According to cost of living in respective world areas.

oo

200 00 a. month whtle on
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- “No.we are not going anywhere. ['l. "
~ - rot before | leave any place until it's

in a state of revival and I'm victorious.” "

oy

Y EYES WERE GLUED TO the pcri-"

“odical lying by_my chair, All 1

could see was the bold print, “Go in-
to all the world and.preach the gos-
For ﬁve years we had put blood .-
vinto our pastorate. We would hiive
‘given our’ lives for ‘it Then “there

moormgs. nnd both of us knew we.

T were gmng “out.” We had.been quite .
- rash in" our commitment, but. there_
wasn’t a thing we didn’t mean. “Give .
us something hard, Lord."” He did! -

* He moved us 1,200 miles across

. ,‘the country to -a very hot climate.
""The culture was different.

church we were leaving cotild take a

~ heavy. splrltual diet: We bad grown
through five: years ‘of mtensa rewval_-_ .
" and ‘miracles. - :

The next smp cﬁlled for the ABCs

- , .-'of gospel truth.

‘There was-no. alrcondltioner in. the

E ‘parsonage or church. The tempera-

ture hung at 100° for three days, and

~..the humidity was 100 percent.-
‘When my hushand prenched his
glasses fell off hlS face.

“The "

by .

" Ruth Ann Polston
Pastor's wite

" Falls Avenuo.

Weslayan Church
Walerloo, 1a. -

3

. “We’re Goin g to the Evan gelistic Fie _I&"’ i

1 lay on the ﬂoor and thought t wasi-_.:‘- -
: suffocatmg SN
. ‘The m}.,hts were: too h()L to :,leep,.'r‘ ‘

so ‘we got a lot of praying done.. . -
. Our two children slep in the back .

fbedroom where we put 4 tub to catch.: .. -
‘ thé leakmg water when_ it rained. <.
‘came that strange lgosing” o‘(“GErF """ Aftertwomonths of toil-and sweat

- I decided the Lord didn't mean’ it.

-should be that hard. Impulsively I .
‘start'ed packing a few pots:and pans. -

In a few minutes the parson:ap--

.peared and asked me what 1 was up’-
Lo,

I8 rephed “We re gomg to the evan-,_' '

.gehstu, field. I don’t thmk the Lord
" wants us here

He said;* No we're not 1,0111;, any-"'

where. I'l] rot ~before 1 leave any.

place until it’s.in a state of revwal
»and I'm victorious.” . . o
. Thoge pots. and pans stayed in a",
,box for five’ years, and were stlllthere L
- wheh we moved. ‘

I finally got my éplrltUal beurmgs |

“when'the Lord quickened the scrip-

ture “For to me to live:is Christ.”

~Living was not a climate nor a-cul-""
“ture | was accustomed to. It was not

the. large congregation we had. left

- “ behind, It-was Chnst-—and alwuys
" -would be.Christ.

‘With both of us in focus, there Was

N ‘no way the devil could stop us. Beau-
‘tiful people were saved. The church

was relocated. in a new housing area. -

-We moved-to. Mink Drive, where I,

had four mr(.ondltmners.

17
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'Exumplel , o
.- Tom and Joettn in thelr late twen- . -
‘ties, had never attended our chugch.
" Weé visited 'them because they’ had -
-friends in our congregumon After
- hearing the goapel in théir home one
" night, Tom. and Joetta prayed and
received Jesus into their lives, Im- "
- mediately théy were involved in the
77 follow-up: ministry. The change in
. “their lives was quite evident. As they
- progressed through - the eight Bible
. studies, they began to grow in the |
* = Lord. By Session 2, Joetta wanted to
- be baptized. By Session 4, both Tom

Py e S A

L B

It w'm-lldn t matter how f'a;' " I'm
“moved now, for I've learned the prin-

: c:p]e I"mth is always taking big leaps
_out of the old into the new. It s not a

‘

4 ;

'f-bad ldea to always keep a few potq .
- gnd pans packed. Don’t let your roots
. gotoo deep: Be_ ready to GO or b’I‘AY

—tomorrow

I Té a greaf en'doﬂragemeht' tome -

to bring.my frlends to'my church because .

I know when they-are saved thay won't .

be negiected. They will have somethlng o

. to hekp them become estabhshed

»

Follow—up Evangellsm
By Paul Lorenzen* S g _' 0

Part 6 The Results

HEI{E ARE MANY- PROGRAMS avmla—f.

“ble and many theories that have

-beeq developed in evangelism. The
‘acid‘Lest,_.‘con'r:_es~ when it is actually

‘put into action: *‘Does it work?” is

~ the question that pastors should and
- do ask: To. answer that important
| question seyeral real-life examples of
'tht results of the follow-up ministry,.
‘-.descrlbed in the previous fwe artlcles-

in thlsserles follow. R

and Joctta were witnessing to neigh-

- hors about . the Lord. ‘At Session 7, -
" on sanctification, the follow-up work-

‘Mlmnier uf c\.nngl.llsm. Orum.cwmd (‘hurch “of

'lhe anuruu’ l’hoenu Ariz.

18

" ing presenc

er asked- 1f they w1shed to’ be fllled
~with the Holy Spirit. Joetta said, “I

beat you to it! 1 was sanctified this"

_afternoon after-'doing the Blble~_."
“/study!”* Tom said, “Yes,"” :
_both knelt. as Tom - pmyed and was ..
filled wnh? bpmt in His qnnctlfy- '
}

-Tom an

-jExample 2 SRR S
 Richard und Sharon m thenr mld-’ .
'"thlrtxes both knelt that night in their
“home .and, at the invitation of the
visitors from our church, opened their - . .
hearts-and lives to Jesus.as’ Lord of - . .,
“their lives. The visitors lmmedlutely S
started them.in the follow-up minis. -~ .
try by:giving thern Bible study No: 1.

Over the course of the next’17 weeks,

.they completed the eight Bible'stud-. -

ies and became active in the church. -~
At Session 7, on sanctification, the : .
‘worker mv;ted them to pray for shnic- ..
: tlflcatlon Both of them knelt in their = .
living® room and dedlcated them-

' The Preachers Magazu’ne Lo

-and they ...

oettn have moved over\ L
2,000. miles away now, but in their
.- new church they have become active .
- . in the choir, and are urging their new
.church to begin a’ lay-evangelism - .
ministry. Joetta has been appointéd. -
lerec_tor of. the vacat:on Btble %hool

oo

AL e i

‘selves completely to God and re-
“ceived His Spirit in His fullness:™
- Their teen- -age son. has been saved,
.and Sharon is now public-relations -
- representative in the evangelistic Bi-

* .+ ble" correspondence school operated
~ at the church.- Both- Richard and
Sharon have become well established :
"+ and are contnbutmg memberq of the -
';;'Longregatmn. . Co

- Example 3 : :

. Barbara, early. thnrtles and of Lu- .
theran background attended a week-

~end. retreat: with some people from’

" our ¢hurch, During the campfire ser--

~ vice, she opened her heart to Christ’

. and received His gift of salvation.

- . ‘When she told this to'a member of

.- our congregation a week. later, she

. was immediately enlisted in the fol- -
".,_low -up'ministry. During the sessions

she saw much ‘spiritual growth, and

~ for_the first ‘time really began to un--
C ‘fderstand the gospel and its implica-
" tions -in,her lifel By the end of the -
" Biblé studies she liad become the or-"
-ganist for the: choir, and testified td
“the- snnctlfymg presence of the Holy
_Spirit in her.life. -She  joined the -
._"church by profeqqlon of faith, and
.- -now is director of .one phase. of lay -
v evnnp,chsm in our church Lo

Examplc 4 - '
© Letha, a freshman at a nearby col-
‘lege. was gaved at @ summer camp
" even months before coming to our .
_* church.. She recommitted her fife-to
o Chmt and was started in the follow-
. up ministry: During the course of the
. .Bible studies, she really became sef

fled- in- the. assurance of salvation.

"The Sunday after domg Bible study.
".. No:. -7, onsanctification, she. was.
= .sanctd’ed in the home of her worker
~after church: She has become stable
in’ her relationship with Chrlst and'
~*. is in the church choif.

""".‘_ Exnmple 5 o o -
- Paul and Judy, mld thlrtles. were -
: wonderfully saved at the altar of the

’ January. 1975

church onie Sunday morning. Sunday

" afternoon the minister of evangellsm

was in their home, starting them in .
the follow-up ministry. They became -
excited about the prospect of'the Bi-

ble studies, and about their new life .
" in Christ. .During the course they

couldn’t seem to gel enough’of the .

" Bible and of fellowship. They began
" witnessing to their famlly and friends. -
* Their entire family.is now saved, as
" .is another-friend who. stays with -

them. The.Sunday after Session 7,

on sanctification, Judy went Co'the -
_altar and was aamuhed wholly. Both

have become benutlfully established

in the Lord and are now involved in -
“the -Discipleship Tralnmg Schoal

Y

(our “graduate schaol’”). Judy is.on’-
the ‘staff- of ‘the evanhellqtlc Bible .-

" correspondence school at the church. - :

These, of. course, are exciting ex-

“amples. Many more - “¢ould be men-

tioned, There are. also- those who do.

“not respond to the follow-up minis-
- try. There are great. successes, there
“are.some fallures. and there are some
- average responses. Overall, in two

different churches, this auth_o’t*-hi]s

experienced about 75, percent- agsimi-+ -

lation_of converts by using this fol- X

- low-up ministry. It works!. _
"Not only do the new. converts ex- -
- perienice.

tremendous ‘spiritual -
growth, but the workers themselves

“also- teqtlfy to tremendous qpmtual

benefits. .
Bob and Judi Purter dre two of over .

25 follow-up workers that this- nuthor .
- has trained in his present .assign-

ment, 'l‘helr testimonies bear witness-

" to the kind . of impact this ministry
- can have on the lives of the already . -

estabh_shed Chnstlans in a congrega- .
tion. . '

_Bob Paorter:

" “The follow-up- trmnmg course was.

very refreshmg to me because I had .
.to go over the simplicity of the gos- ...
pél-once again and really understand - . -

it; In the follow- -up work itself; it is

19
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:‘ Jud1 Porter\
“The main thmg thot Lhe fOllOWx'_

L

“really exc1t1ng to watch a new Chna-"

tian grow in Christ! Helping the new
Christian to grow also motivates me

* to grow and keep pace with him. You
_ almost have to run to keep up with

him in the follow-up sessions, It is al-

© 80 exciting to know that your church

hds a ministrylike. this to offer to

those you bring té church. Ttisa great -
encouragement to me to -bring my

: friends to-my. ‘church because | know

"that when they are saved they won't

‘be neglected. They will have some:-
-thing - to _really. help them become

establrshed »o

1

up mtmstry means Lo me, as a work-.

. er, is that it keeps me ‘on top'
spiritually. Being responsible for the

S

- and I want to win’them to Christ.” - .

“ Judy led her first person to the. . .-

; Lord in personal evangelrsm shortly. .
after completing her first aSsignment ;

" with a new Chnstmn She, then ac-
: cepted the asglgnment to follow up'

makes me want fo study the Bible

‘more, and really get close to the Lord.:

I have more stability in my own spir:

itual life than ever before. T am able. = . ©
- to ‘invite people to_church now. and

know that we have something to offer

them. I am not afraid to léead people

to the Lord now. We have a way to
show thein how to livé as Christians,

" her own convert.

- Let's coniserve the reeulte of our

: evangellsm Let’s glve careful follow-
- ‘up. to ‘every convert 1n our churches

It works! .

-

o
o

The M:racle’?

- s_A snowy Sunday afternoon in Februury

A youth service at the Arhngton Church of the Nazarene in Akron ‘Ohio )
~with “The New Creatlon" from Mount Vernon Na:r,arene College -

_ The local church’s NYPS president puts the visting pastors on the qpot ‘
- ‘-He warns against long sermons whlle aqkmg for ehort testrmomee frorn

ares mmlsters .
“Praise the Lord!”, ) '
) “Hollelumh"’ o
_ “Amen"' i
“‘Glory'” -,

. ' “Fantastlc"‘ .
.. “They said it oll"’ : : - . -
“Dr. nght presndent of Mount Vernon Nazarene College, sald “We'.‘

a .
Ty

o o N L N

. have Juat mtnessed the miracle of 6 preachere testrfylng in less Lhan 15

. seconds.”

More laughter More testlmomeq (longer but qurte succmct) More mu-

‘ -L sre The end of the service,

On the way home my carload of teene could quote exactly all six teetl-_‘
' momes 'They even did it in our evemng serv1ce

20 .

My reaction:to Dr. Knlght s-statement? Were thoee 6 testlmonles in 1.)."‘ :
“aeconda a maracle or a lesaon for prcachers" J

Feen G. WENGER .

le_1e Preacher's Magazine o

epirltuollgrow‘th o.f a new Chrisfi'an L

e i

.

4

O S . .

- —We "WERE PARTICIPATING
: zone - watch-night service - on -
 New Yéar's Eve. As we'came to the
closing event, I.watched the elderly, -
- stooped ‘pastor lead the Communion
service, assisted by two young pas-’
-tors, and my heart oyerflowed in love. " -
) tory" o New Year's Eve on many : .
“things, but on ‘this partlcular mght' .
it was ony‘'my people.” '

These Are My People

I thought, These ‘are my people. I

‘didn’t know many .there personally,

- _but.there was a response of love as 1 -
L recognlzed those of like faith.
.- "I listened to the testimonies of M¥."
" and-Mrs. Wiley; whose little blond-
“haifed boy had undergoneopen heart
" nesee,- Ohio, Indiana, and ‘Kansas,
we rely mostly on alrmall and good BRI

surgery early in his life. At the hos-

. pital he was called .the “miracle ba-
" by.” His parents had only praise for
~ God and His goodness—not a word' :
E about hard times,

There were stars in the eyee of

L Paula as she took Deidra to the nur-’
- sery and returned fo sit beside Keith,. -
- both-of. whom | had found the Lord
" -this year.” -
" .-, . My heart went out to Larry, slttmg -
S tired and exhausted, hut_lovmg his -
- . -Lord. We had .prayed much for him

Frankie Roland

. Pastor’ s wile
- Church ot the Nazareno
Wellington, Kans

"-.'.lo‘nuary, 1975

-

in the .

g presswn' e

and Kathy as . they moved to our -

‘town and’ opened up a new biisiness, .

This first year had been:such hard
work, but they had put God, first, and-

- He had helped them do a remerkable‘_’
"business. '

. Usually T take personal “mven? '

‘My own family is a close knit one, -

'although we don’t see each other of-
_‘ten ‘because. of the miles- separatmg. :

us. With brotherq and sisters in Ten-

ole “Ma Bell.” .- - L
- But llttle dld I know back there as

" a ‘teen-ager, when 1. laid the “un-
..known bundle” on the, altar, that I -

would find “my people’” everywhere. - .

"God has given us such wonderful =~
“brothers and sisters in Christ”—far - .-
“above- that Whlch we could ask or
“think. - :

First He gave me a good home,-.;

. charch that toved me and took me
.- . under her’ wing. 1 know I jmust have -~
_ been a. trial-‘at times—that giggly

teen-age friend and 1. Yet not once

d1d they lose patience. .

- When' it caine-time to go away to

. Trevecca Nazarene College, it. was,
- my class who thought of -a: beautiful

-piece of luggage; and- my pastor's .
o 'w1fe who.said, “Let’s give her a show-

er.” .Besrdes sheets; towels! toot_h_ -

21,
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paste, etc., w
enough to-put, in stamped -envelopes.

" Even a- first, aid klt—-mmus “home—

sxck pills.”
1t has been many years ‘since Ive

.. seen anyone from my home church,
. "but they were my own people Their
prayers, concern, .and faith héld me -

steady in difficilt, teen years

‘In our first’ pastorate, far ‘away

from- my own mother, Sister Poole

" stepped in and bézame my “Mom""”
"_during thoge first scared weeks of
.. motherhood. I've often thanked the
Lord for her and .Sister Brown when
| was a very mexperlenced new moth— o

.er.

Across the years have been Mrs

: .'Johnson who taught me how Lo quilt .
. “and patch; Mrs. Fristoe, who taught -
_.'me what fasting really means; Broth-
" er and Sister Vaughn, who were our.
.. “Moth and Dad" during college days
- (lots of free: meals at their homes).:
- . 'There:were also Verna and Judy, who
" helped me spot bargains at the
“Friendly Good Will Store —and 80,
_ many more... -

‘someone was thoughtful’

for ‘Ruth  Ann.: And in spite of the -
. 'busy schedule of ene general leader’s
wife,-she ‘usually writes a note some- .
" time during the year to her “cowgirl,”"
‘Ruth ‘Ann. Or takes the time to find] L
"a Kansas City Chiefs’ sweat shirt for
" our son, or a new paperback for me.
How very rich I am-asIthinkof the .~
mﬂny, many fnends God has glven; -

us'

-As 1 shp to thc nltar to tukc Com- - -
munion, I pray, “O Father, I'm not ..
'deservmg of 3o mich; but, t.‘nank You, -
thank You for. frlends [‘hese are: my '

_ people

©tiful,.

=

As we drwe home under thnt benu- RN
_clear Kansas sky, the Holy * -

: _Spmt whispers, “And other sheep I .-

», have, which- are’ not of  this fold.”
‘Then I make. my first New Year's'
“resolution: -I .will be thankful-each -

"day for my many friends. But I will

“strive to be a frtend to look for op-
“portunities to-' make - friends, :
_above all to try to lead friends-to the -,
- Good Shepherd, who laid - down Hls o
life for the bheep ' '

- In-later years I've: been especmlly_- S

ed” Dan and Ruth-Ann as her grand

children, since hers were far away in o
She baked thém

~homemade cookies every week, sewed '

" on buttons, and patched their jeans.

* . - The Colwells became excellent sub- -

stitute grandparentq also..They had .

. .'a_farm  where_ the children could” . !

- :wadc in the- éreek, throw sticks for. ;]

* the dog, or catch a turtle These are’ -~ |7

the * Philippines.

“mypeuple o .

‘-thankful for Mrs.-Hinch, who “adopt- ‘.

."Besides  the frlends in former and':

'present ‘pastorates and. tovms there - :
are the wonderful, lovable evangelists ...
.. and missionaries . and district ‘and

~ general leaders we've met. o

Our children look forward for weeks - '

.. tothe oommg of a revival, For Dan it
.. means seeing.the Gravvats-——and per- --

_ "haps getting to shoot his gun. Or go- -
-~ ing rock huntmg w:th the MacAllenq R e

ez
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By C. NEIL STRAIT

Pmlm Iuylor Avenue Church of the N
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The God of Hope

OM. loll is a verqe ﬁlled with
“lots of * ‘iuggets,’ "and 1 realized

. lthm some months ago as I waited out.
“the’ hours ‘my two- yem‘ old dnug,hter .
. jwns in ‘surgery . :
e Here are some random thoughts on .
_the verse. |

- “The (xc;d of hupe '" How tre-

‘mendous to be- acqumnted ‘with the -
‘Source of hopet The God of hope. Not

some theory of hope, or some earthly
perdonage of hope, but the very
Sourcenf hopc ‘

. Till-you . ‘He who is the

-—Source of hope hu‘; no end to His re-
. sources. These résources can fill ‘us.
- And they’ are persunalﬁ—for ynu und
C me,

I

¢ oin believing L 'I‘lie great

“work:- of the gospel beg,ms with our
) _ibehevmg, It.opens. the: ‘doors "of our -

souls to' the mu,hty works of God.

" Believing.is the most powerful thing .
©we ever: do, It is the link ta.all the
) 'thmgs of God in our lives. -

. that ye may abound in hope

Cowat ’I'o ‘abound- in"hope, in power,
-in joy, in peace, is to have more than

-~ an adequate. supply of the necesmtles
" of “spiritual health. And these are
~ only:things that God can give. Check

out their opposites, and they are the

j.- things that Satan gives: The man of =
-, ‘the world doesn’t ubound in hope. or
power, or joy, or peace :

o January.,w?ﬁ

throu;,h the power of the Holy

thost ” The things of - God are ap- - '_
plied to us through the power of the "™
‘Holy" Spirit. And .that power is an

authority—an authority that speaks
on our behalf, and acts on our.behalf
when we bellevc and keep our hem‘ts

open. = o
Thereis a -nmpie out,lme preaentcd e
in thls verse:. -

.The Promlse—“ﬁll you wnth ull' =

Joy and peace , . abound in hope.”.
2. The Puwer—-“thmugh the pow-
er.of the Holy Ghost."”" o
3. The Peace——peace ‘with God o

~{"in ‘believing”) brings the peace of . =
‘God (“through the power of the Holy

. , '_Ghnst") :

L , wnth all joy- and pcaw o

- God ﬁllq us with deep and- dt.fmltc .
-'-,qubstan(:e——_my and. peace, -

Heudlmes Tell a Story

'The Wall - Street Journal eaptioned B

one-of its lend stories a few months' -

_back with the words “The Agony of -
India.”" Then the story proceeded to -

1dent1fy, in 'small lines, .the agony:

“The nation- is short on fm_)d and of.

faith in‘its own leaders.” B
“When*you think about it," thutS'

where we all are—short of food (spir--. -
“itual food)" ‘and” of faith' (a savmg,:

guiding, nurturmg faith)."
“The dllemma is not alone the agony

- of India. It is'an agony shared: hy the -

peoples of the world. - - _
This item could. be the backdrop

for 2 sermon on.the waywardness of
‘man. You could look at his plight
.,(nway from Goﬂ) hIS prcdtcament

23.
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'A'Scml’runz Luke3 1-6 -

.- InTRODUCTION: The plcture here i that of g
.. an Oriental ruler making an “official visit -
. to one-of. his provinces. . The people of -

" these nreaa would make a road for him ~

" (shortages of food and’of faith}); his
possibilities (starvation or salvation).
The Scriptureés abound with .in-
- stances to.support these pomts '

A 'I‘V Spot and Good News

O So_me months ago I taped one of
- geveral one:minute, television spots
~which I have been doing for the local
" cable station.” The- dialogue ‘of this
_ .partlcular spot -went like this: “All

“'the news isn't bad. Some“would miake:
-, us feel that it is. But it. just depends

on the source. If the report is on

- crime, corruption, or crisis;,’ chances

are it will be bad news. ‘But there's

* another side to the news. The source
fqr this_is the: Bible. Ever read it?-

IN f TH Eq

; Try :t -sometime. It,s dlfferent It
majors .on. good news-—vgood news .

about hope, -and love, -and peace.

“—it's for 'you. Good news about-a

- way of life that God. has planned for' .

“you. Read about it-in-the Book that 5

. different—the Bible.” -

- Something else about this good news '. .

‘When I had finished, one of the n

camera helpers was heard to say:
-"That s dlfferent-u-good news!” . "

-Here's a brief commentary on our -

_world. It's hungry for good news. The--
church and' the preacher. major: on
* goad news. We have the one commod-
“ity-the world is runmng short on, and-

can’t create a. source of supply—' SR

! good news! - . .

Lookmg at 0ur Lord m Luke

; January 5

aons FOURFOLD FORMULA
FOR_ REVIVAL (3:4) |

to use in coming to.them. They would fill

Thls prepuratlon mvolvea four qpecuf' ic
pomt,s (réad v. 5). The Lord promises that

- if we do it the revival will come: “And all
* . flesh shall see the snlvatmn of Gnd" (v

6).

I Flu. IN THE VALLLYb

In building a highway the first thmg, an
cngmeer does is to fill m the low sputa

in valleya, eut down-hills, straighten out - '

"curves, .and smooth out. rough places. .. -
So in the eighth cenitury B¢, God o

spoke through Isaiah the prophet to His’

" people Israel: ‘“Prepare.ye the way of the .
. Lord.” John echoed the same message to .
© the Jews of the first.century. The message

is  the dame ‘in- the twentieth century.

' ,“Prepnre ye the way of the Lord" (v 4).

N LT B
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. 'II CurDown THE Hlu.s
" The.second thing the engincer daes i -

" In’ terms of Chnstmn expenence thesc

may be of two kinds. -

CA. Sags;n Our Souls ~ S
These aré usually due to two thmgs

The first is neglect of Bible reading. A"

person who ate nothing for a week ortwo
would ‘become very weak. So it is spirit-

. ually. We must feed daily on the Word of -
' God il we nre gomg to. remmn stmng
spmtually :

- The ‘second’ thmg that causes sugs in

" our. souls is the néglect of- pruyer It has .
been well said that prayer is the: ‘breath - -

of the soul When we stop praying we stop.

- breathing spmtunlly Paul says: “Pray . -
© without ceasing’’. (1" Thess. 5:17). This: -
" does not' mean that we are consciously
praying every moment, dny more than we -
~are consciously ‘brenthing. But. it means -
- “that we do not stop our prayer life for &
smgie day.. . : .

B, Low Spots in Our meg
1t is deadly to‘live on low leveis 'I‘hat
is where- the, poisonous gases settle. Tao

many - peoplc live in mnlarm-mfested_
o swnmps We. need m move up o hlgher _
'ground o

\' . '1;

to level the-hills. In our spiritual experi-

.. .ence these may also be of two'kinds..

A, H:Hsomedrance
Too- often “it. is- wrong attltudes that’

: hmder God from cothing in revival bles- -
- gings. We must cut down the hills of -
* pride,” self—wﬂl and self-nssertion. Revi- .

vals are precipitated by people humbling

. themselves, - -confessing’ thelr fuult.s nnd‘
: askmg forgiveness. .

B. Hills ofD:fftcu!by ST
There. may be restitution’ that is hard

: . to ' make. More often it is'a matter of dif-

ficult odjustmients in_daily living—at

- . home, at- school at work, at church.

. OL STRAIGHTEN Our aHE CURVES
" . 'The old Jericho road from dJerusalem .
- down to the Jordan valley used to be very

.- crooked, winding among the hills: Today

itisa relatlvely straight highway. So'we

. ‘must, straighten aut the curves ‘in our-
o lives, ' o

A Craoked Cand uct

S : Anything - ‘crooked in- the - lwcs of -
o church members “will’ hmder a reviva

S January,1975 '

2\'2 Smoo-m Om"run BUMPS )

. Used by permmawn .

from commg And 'God cannnt come in
blessing to.us individually if ‘theré is

“something crooked "that needs to be
: —strmghtened out. - .

B. Little Deceptions -
These are inore common and lesa easily

'-_!'recogmzed and confessed. “There'is noth-
ing so deceiving as the temptation tb de-
_ceive.” . We need to wntch agmnst th:s

with great care

W

.A. Humps anti Bumps in Our Person-- :
ahtles -
< We all havc thcm But they hurt both

. our fellowship with other Christians.and -
“‘our influence on those outside the church

B. Chuckholes . . :
> Often in the sprmghme we. ﬁnd many
holes in the road. So we can deve]op these

;rough spots through the wear “and tear of
. daily living. In .our modern: busy, days a ,
“lot of traffic Mows oveF our lives. If'wedo - -
-not watch carefully we become impatient
. and -irritable. We need to kecp the: road_ -

1n good. repnu- _
CONcwsmN God Bays 1 thut if we wﬂl car- -

" “'ry out His fourfold ‘formula for revival,
He will come Versge 4 presents the chal- -~ -

lenge, verse 5 gives the specnﬁc instruc- .
tions; and verse 6 promises the results. -
Let's put "God - to the test. He w1ll mot

fall o

January 12 ' :
.. THE FRUITS OF
HEPENTANCE {3 B)

" Scnu’wns- Luke 3 7:14

_‘IntRODUCTION: John the Bapust wias 8- -
. rugged: preacher who didn’t mince words.
"When he saw vast crowds coming to the .. . .

"banks of the Jordan River to be baptlzed C
by him, he knew that not all were sin-. -
cere. So he jolted them by shouting: “¥ou
brood of vu)era' :Who warned you to flee
from the coming wrath?” (v..7, NIV*),
- He then admonished them: “Produce 2

frult in' keeping with. repentance" (v. 8, .
) NIV) ’I‘hey needed o reahze that re- S

: ‘From 'ﬂle New !ntemanonaf Verawn, copynght-
@ 1973 by New York Blhle Soclety lnu!mnuonal

'-25
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-apecifically, . PR
. ;I Honesry (v: 13) - Pl T
.. The “pu’blipllns”—{xnore accurately, .
-+ "tax. collectors”—-came next. In those -

S o
L]

pentance is more than feeling sorry. The -
Greek word for “repentance' is metanoia,

which literally means a.change of mind.
-We have to change our attitudes toward
~ God, ourselves, and the world. "Reépen-
tance is not just feeling sorry for our sins;
it is turning away from them. '

.~ And sd Jolin gaid to these peupié,’ “Pro--
“duce the evidence that you havegenuine-.
ly repented. And don’t think thit, you can -

hide behind. thé fact that you are Abra-
ham's children”—or - as’ we would say

_That won't save you.

today, “that you are church members.” .

' Startled .into concern,. threc -groups

asked, “What shall ‘we do?” In reply,

. dohn_laid -down specific’ guidelines that
“ woild be proofs of repentance.

L. UNSELFISUAESS (v, 11) - -

+ The first who usked, “What shall we .

do? “were the people in general. John told

- them to get rid of their selfish attitudes,
. 1o share with those in need. In those days -
- the basic needs weté simply two: clothing

and food. (“Meat” in KJV. means

“food.?) E o
'Chris_tinnityr“is love. IT we really love
“others, we are 'willing to share our_sur-

- . Plus with them. This principle can have
-v.” . many applications, and we need to-seek

divine guidance as to how we can apply it -

days the.Roman Government assigned

-large areas to individual publicani—

weaithy men who handled large amounts .

...~ of money. These in turn farmed out dig- .
T triets to “chief tax collectors,” such as.

Zscchaeus (18:2, NIV). The actual work
of getting the money was dane by locul

licans” inthe King James Version. .

¢

- When these men asked, “What, shall .~
we do?” John replied, “Don't collect any

more than you are required to” (NIV),

~ The way the systein worked then 'way -
“"that at’every level the men asked those
- -under them to produce more income than

required by those above. In this way each -

~man: pocketed the difference.” John ‘de-
.- ¢lared that this was dishonest. And hon:
. esty is one of the most basic tequirements
of godly living. oL '

26

N1 FAmness (v. 1 4.)

do?”" was composed of soldiers. To them
~ God said three things. . L

* "The first was, “Don’t extort money” -
(NIV). This_is a strong -verb, literally -
- meaning to shake s with an earthquake..

OQur present. verb “shake’ down” carries -
the ‘idea. The.soldiers would’ sometimes .
threaten a man_ with violence if he did -

not give them the money they demanded.

have a strong verh, which comes from the
- .word meaning “fig.” It goes back to the
- time when informers would exact money
‘from ones whom'they. accused of breaking

- the Jaw by exporting figs from Athens,
'l‘hey"v.jfc_rc'cn]led.sycophants. The idea .

here is “Don’t blackmail peaple,”

-.wages by stealing and force,

- We are to-avoid using any unfairmeans -
. to further our own advantage. The fact < -

J-that we feel we aré being treated unfairly
- does not, justify our tréating others in the
“Tsame way, S S :

. “Jdnuq}y 9

* ANOINTED BY THE SPIRIT (4:18)
_Sg:mmun'g::'Luke'sf:lig-:_JO' , )
ilm‘n‘dqul‘l_o&:' ‘Wthien. Jesus was beirg
‘baptized by. John, ‘the Holy Spirit came’

down on Him in the form of a dove (3:21-

~ 22). And so, “Jesus, full of the Holy Spir-
it, retirned from-the Jordan and wasled - -

* “hy the Spiritin the desert, where for forty -~

~-tax. collectors, incorrectly -called *“pulsn ¢ days he was.tompted by the devil” (4:1-3, -

NIV). Strengthencd by His temptation,
“desus returned in the power of the Spirit

-far more effective. ministry,

- Coming. back to His - hometown of i

- Nazareth, Jesus “ag his custom . was,”

‘went to the synagogué on the Sabbath -

“day and offered- to read the ‘serifiture.

When the scroll of Tsaiah was hﬂn,d‘ed,to'.':,_‘ _
Hi_m'. He opened it to the sixty-first chap-. . -

. The Freéchur'g Magazine .

3

The third group to ask, “What shall we

. The second admonition was “Don't
‘accuse prople falsely” (NIV). Again we:’

~ - In the third place John said; “Be cop- -

. tent. with'your wages." In those dnys the = =
soldiers were badly underpid, and so. ",
.they tried ‘to supplement- their meager ° -

into Galilee” (4:14). Often our highest
“moments spiritually are followed by se-
~vere testing, which in turn prepares. us

ol

T T

g ter and’ féad 'parf of the first two verses;

‘He then proceeded to apply these to'him: 7

- self as the Messiah, - - .

The ancient . prophet 'deéérj-b.ed ’“‘I'(!
coming Messiah. (the “"Ancinted -One™):

" in terms of a fivefold inim'stry._ Jesuﬁ_ ful- .
" filled these terms in & marvelpus, niirac-

- ulgus way. But there is also to be a spir-

.' ‘itual fulfillment of them in our :lives.-‘Suf
" we need to look at them closely.’

1. EVANGELIZING TePoor . T
‘When -John the: Baptist in prison sent
messengers to ask Jesus whether He was-

" really the Messiah, the final 'nnrd'highest'
© . proof the Master gave was “The poar

have the gospél preached to them” (Mﬂ;tf,._.
“1lih)—literally, “Poor people are. being

* evangelized.” The same verb is used here.
" Jesup-was sent “to evangelize poor peo-

" ple.” It ia the glory of the Wesleyan move-

v

< IV. Giving SiguT toTHE BLinp -

- Jesus. did this’ both physically gnd‘_.
" spiritually, The latter is the more im- .-
~ portant. Paul declared, “The:god of this- .

ment that it has given major attention:

- to ministering to the poor. In these days : ._‘,hSUCCEss_F.UL' | FQSH!NG 54y <

of afflyence we must follow the example

" of Jesus and pot neglect the tower seg-

ments of society..
I, HEALING THE BROKENKEARTED -

e

‘For some unknown rcaaon-this-_(:lnpse .
" is not in the oldest Greck manusgripts of
the New Testament.and so is omitted in . .

3

recent versions. But it is present in’the!

Hebrew text of I3aiah, as well as in'the .

Greek Septuagint. The Greek literally
reads *‘to heal those who are.crushed to;
" gether in heart.” In these days there is

. much - heartache "and heartbreak that’

needs ministering to it-love.

CmL RELEASING THE CAPTIVES

-We are to. “proclaim freedom 't.'n_r the
prisoners” (NIV)—literally, ~*‘prisoners

" of war.” All sinners are Satan’s captives. .

. But there is deliverance in Ch_rist.: -

" age has blinded the minds of unbeliev-’

" era” (2 Cor. 4:4,' NIV). Sinners need tpo
" “have their spiritual eyes opened. God's
~ Word brings light. So wé. must sharé¢ it..

© .- V. FREEING TiE OPPRESSED

i f‘()ppl'-egsed" (NIV)-Q"thcl.n that 'ar,c

‘bruised” (KJV)—is. tethrausmenous, .

. those who have beeri broken in: pieces,

L January, 1975

. shattered, broken down. This well de-

e

. . '_‘IL '.
scribes the state of the sinner, who'is.
constantly oppressed by his own sinful

nature, as well as by Satan. But Christ =+ -

can set.him free.

_ ConcLusion:. Jesus ended His reading in

the middle of a sentence with ““To preach

‘the atceptable year-of the Lord” (v. 19).

This was so He could assert, “This d‘z.xy'is_ :
this scripture fulfilled in ‘your ears” (v. -

21). The next clouse in lsaiah; “and t'he'\ .
" day of vengéance of our.Gpd.”_ u[_)pltes :
“to: His second coming, when He. will Te-
turn in judgment. But “the acceptable

year of the Lord”—"the year ‘of the
Lord's favor” (NIV)—is the present day.

“of salvation through His death on the’
Cross. Y R T T
January 26 0

" THREE. SECRETS OF

SCRIPTURE: Luke5:1-11 - .
INTRODUCTION: All three Synoptic Gospels

. give the story.of thé calling of Jesus’ first ..~ . -

four " disciples--two pairs . of-‘fishermen
brothers (cf. Matt. 4:18-22; Mark .1:16-"-
20). But only Luke tells, in’ connection
with this; about Peter’s big haul of fish.

“ In’this incident we find three suggestions < -
" as to how we may beconie.successful in
- fishing for men. . e

L Pasming Qur - . U L0
- Jests had used Peter's fishing boat for
a platform and pulpit, while teaching the -
great crowd on the shore (v. 3). As o com- "
pensation, He proceeded to ensure a large -

~ cateh. of fish for His generous disciple.
" -So:He said to Peter, whose Hebrew -

‘name was Simon: “Launchout into the

-~ deep”—"Put out into deep water” (NIV).
. The largest fish are not found in the shal:", -

lows near the shore, ~ . S
This is an important principle for suc- . -
cess in every area of life. Those who oper-
.ate in the shallows live superficial Jives.
“Their time is taken up with trifles. They -

- deal in small -thihgs; never knowing the . -~

thrill of the big “catch.” Nowhere is this- "

' ‘more true than in God's work, Churches =

- need o push- out. Pastors.and people
“need to launch out into greater undertak-

ings. Those who are doing this are catch-
~ ing the fish—sometimes big ones. | Lok

P
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1L PU'rrIN(‘ DOWN
Jesus’ second command was “Let down

" your nets for a dmught ” Pcter hnd to gu'
to waork.,
Sometimes - church leaders make  big .

: pla_ns .and generate lots of enthusiasm.

.. The Sunday schoeol is going to double in

. attendance; new families iire going o be.
. .won to Chnst and the church. S
- But then the enthusmsm fades \Peoplc .
find._excuses for not giving their time and. -~ -

_energy to visitation evamgelmm The net . -.
©_.is not let dowr and so rio fish are caught. - -

“The result can be frustration and dlsup

pomtment thh n bad spmt m the$

church

L PUlLINGlN - : ' e
+ “They inclosed agreat mult1tude of L
fishes" (v. 8). One is reminded of some -

- tremendous responses that we sometimes -
. see to- the .evangelistic invitation.. But .-
. often the pastor or evangehst givesup too

easily, and closes too: quickly, without

. creally pulling in the net. Observation -
" leads us to suggest that in some . cases’
they might have had a'large catch of fish -
. -if they had pushed out a little farther and = .
“held on to the net a-little longer before -
o droppmg Ait: In times of successful soul
winning we are often challenged with the.
haunting questmn ‘What if 1 qult tog.

.soon"

' 'Responsibilities'to Grace = .
" SCRIPTURE: 1'Cor, 10:1- 12 o
- INTRODUCTION

1. Gracei is a great theme

© 2. Many hymns-—“Amnzmg Grnce, .o

“Wonderful Gmce of Jesus"
- 8. Acrostic: ‘God's Rlchest At Chnst'

- ~ Expense - o
4. It is the unmented lovc und favor of

God.

- I GRACEENJOYED .

- Ay Delwered from 'Egypt

broléc—

’ _tmn. cloud ﬁre, munnu wnter'

. (vv. 1-4)
E . All enjoyed - the bleqqm;,s upun
‘the justand un]ust alike, -

crowd. -
'‘God allows all to proqper

BT o w.

to- all ‘men.’ Cunsucnce, educa
S tion. '

“abound in this nation.
G We do enjoy grace..

II (xRACE MISUNDERSTOOD

: A They thought ‘it was enough to' | o

-enjoy the Spll‘llllﬁl tide.

- judged by: -

-1, Material bIessmgs

2.- Spiritual signs (tongues)
- 3. Spiritual victories. .
. 4. Answered prayers -

e They failed to take care oflhé sin .

that was w1thm--—|gn0red it,

-

but must lock within, Have we

_born again?

III Gm\cv DF.'!I‘ISED

A: V: 6 tells us they Iustcd ufter ewl L

‘things... -

sinners. .

. God churged them wnth v
1. Idelatry—false gods S

© . 3. ‘Tempting - Chnst—-—contcmpt
..~ for gospe]-—despised manna
- 4 Murmurmg-—complamerﬂ L

. D, They .abused their privileges of
S gruce-—used them for selflsh L

" gains.

: E ‘But they failed to get, an expen- -

erice of grace.’

IV Gm\cn. LosTt ) '
. A. Majority of them were loqt in thc
‘wilderness.

"~ B.. They tried to fool each other -:. .
. through- life by comparing splr- :

.itual feats and piety.
." But God'is not mocked. " -
.fBe not decelved a8 they were.

Tha Prent:her s Magazlna

. ‘Many were going along w1th the .
““The grace of God hath- appeured o

‘ F. ‘Religious freednm and expresqum :

" B. But: sp:ntual soundncss Il‘l lmt‘,

"D:. We cannot look -at the outmde, T

" been cleéansed and washed nnd '

'. Sounds like cnrnalChrlstmns ox- .
cept they are really. hypocrlhcnl: ‘

o2 Formcatmn——sensuuushvmg'

e e e

. s.g,mmm..;_;

i OUT in obed:ence bemuse we ~love

_ WI{EEE a baby. ls'born cvery two

; WHERE parentnl nnd juvcnllc dchn-

V GRACESE’I‘ERNAL WARNING
A. V.12, Tuke heed.:
B. Let us examing. our foundntiufls'
-C.'ls our. experience ‘one of saving .
faith? :

o ',.CoNCLmeN

- 1,.Grace is freely I.,IVGI! and enjoyc;d
2. Let us not misunderstand it.’

3. Let us bc su;e we dre grounded in"
o grace

A'I' THE BEGINNING oF

_' A NEW YEAR .
“OUR ’I‘ASK I1S.TO GO .

- '. OUT from-the warmth and joy- of

fcllowshlp in our church -
ouT bccauae He commanded us to. go

- sadors

Him

L OU'I‘ becnuse vlrc do care l'or thc loqt

INTO THE. HIGHWAYS
AND HEDGES. ...

- geconds
© quency is rampant”
WHERE an immigrant crosses our

bordcrs every iwo minutes -

shop. office; store, or farm

“AND’, COMPEL THEM
. TO COME IN...

" THAT the seeker may finll truth ..
THA’I‘ the. sorrowmg mny ﬁnd com-

fort

i TIlAT the weary may ﬁnd rest

THAT the troubled may find peace :

THAT the sinner may find. ctcrnal life
" THAT the Chnstmn may tram t'or

servnce 'K '
: -~Selected

N January, 1976
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=

9. Am 1 praying and workiny for every '

wwwv W!! 0!

INVENTORY FOR THE NEW YEAR -

{. Does my life pleane God?

2. Dolenjoy bemg u(‘hnstmn"‘ Co
3. Do'l cherish in my heart a feeling nf-_

. dislike or hatred for anyone?
Aml studymg my Bible dully‘?

[

- prayer?
. Havelever won a soul to Chrlst’

prﬂyer’ .

. 8. Do 1 estimate the thmgs of time and" ’

 ‘eternity dt their true value?

one's salvation?

. ‘ ';10'. Is there ﬂnythmg I cannot g,we up l'or :
. OUT because He made us His nmbas-. .

Christ?"
are not Christians? -

Ctake? -

l.} .Do 1 place nnytlung hefore my Chns-

-~ tian duties?
14. Am.1 honest with’ thc Lord s muney"

© living init? -

" condemn in others?

"'18_;. Do'1 have a. clear cunceptmn of my:.

_placein the Lord’s work?

WHERE life’s highway ledds to school. " 19. What am I doing to’ hasten lhe com-. .

ing of Jesus Christ?

. ‘- - . n . " -
WHERE peaple nre groping for reahty : 20. ‘Am I doing as Chnst would do i my

o plﬂce‘? .

SENTENCE SERMONS

.. Dignity is the capacity to hold back on”
‘the tongue what never. should have been
__on the mindin the first place. "’

BULLETIN @8 BARREL /.

‘5. How much time ‘do I spend in qecret' L

Have 1 ever hud a direct. answer: to S

‘11, How does my life lonk I,o tlmse who

y 12. Where am 1 mnklng my grentest mis- o

“15. Have 1 neglected any known duty?- N

' LR
/16, Is the world bettcr or worse for my_l o

17, Am domg nnythm;, thnl i wuuld"l _

h ::ﬁSelected- L

. Progrcss mvolues rzsk—you can’t stcal E

second and keep your foat on first.-,

The greater the obstacle, the’ marelg-"

glory in overcommg it.

Don't warry about the job you don (a

l:ke-—-samebody else will soon haue it

ee

-—



s 'QUOTATIONS ON THE NEW YEAR

“The spccml lnsecurity in whlch we
now live in an age in which one civili-
znuon is dying and another is power-,

less to be born is-typieal of the .

. -ingecurity in ‘which the children - of .
-man‘hove always lived. Each new year
**is‘an adventure into which ve must,
“'ag" did Abraham of old, go oul not
: knowmg wlmher wego.
. —Rcmhold N:ebuhr

‘o x|

Mny all your troubles durmg the

coming yéar be as short-lived as your =

New Year ‘;resolutmns. e

'-'."0: ‘

AMONG

S

_ [ERE ANDTI’U%]EIE

I'IC.....II......'..'...-Il'.....’.............

: Wc are bnund by evcry rule ol‘jushcc o

~and equity to give the new year credit -
. for heing a good one until he proves : * -
himself unworthy . the confidence we

reposein him,
- -,—_C’lmr(cs Dtckamz

.- ,-a" .

\

" Life.is like a calcndur, : .
When a page is tarncd, it's [,,one. o

Na ycslerdnys w:l] dawn.

. And the oppurlumt:es ynu lmd

- But put off'for a while—

And n¢ matter whatyou do ncxt week, ‘

‘Like pages frem that numbered'pud— l

Aro now on hmtory s file.
: e —Sclecled

BOOKS

e .77 conducted by_-lhe Editor .

Alt boo_ks rewewed may be ordered Trom

'I‘hey Dared to Speak for God

1974, Cloth, 176 pp., index of scrlptureq
and subjccts $5.95.) . . '
The author is professor emBl'JtUS of the

" department of religion, Florida Southern
Cnilege. ‘and a gmduute of  Ohio -Wes-

your Publishmg House

preachers and lay persons learn to listen

-more sensitively to the Bible message,
© witnessemore dynamically; and discern
- and proclaim the Word ofGod more pow- o
-erfully -

JM

-leyan University and Boston University, * . N

- He sees the Bible as basically.a Book

- about preachiers’and_preaching. His par- -

allel between the motivations of biblical
. writers and preachers in their desire to
. tommunicate God's Word, and move peo-. .
_ ple to actlon wzll be of mterest to preach ;

..

Tomght They’ll Klll a Cathohc

By R.Douglas Wead (Creation I_-louqe,.

Inc.; 1974, Cloth, 115 pp., $4.95.)
“Last night. o seventeen-year- -old Prot- ~

'estant boy was shot near Shankill Road -

.-

i ’ ers eapecmlly Thls l)ook can lll.lp
By Charles M. Laymon (Abingdon Press,

The Preacher’s Maggzine )

4o

LR I L L

ot

i

" Publishing Co.,

. social beings”

" so-tonight they'll kill a Cnthulic.‘ 'FhiS‘--"
“violence is never going toend,” concluded |
“author Douglus Wead, Deterniinéd to ex-
pose the pcrqonnl agony and hearthreak-
.of those mvolvcd in the Ulster conflict,

Wead took a'team of researchers to’
Nurlhun Ireland and uncovered a humun,
- story of hate and love.

Despite the hatred. und fear’ u)nnetted
with the tragic “events in the troubled

Emerald Isle, this book also tells.a story N
" of love. ‘There is a fellowship of genyine -
. "Christinng® in -Ulster,” both  Protestants
_and Catholies, who tove edch other, and -
. even worship together in prayer and in.
.- tercession for the needs of thelr ‘itl’lf!‘:*lo!‘h‘
’ cmllltry : :

To read-this book m ln ‘want to pray. :
Lo nlung with them fnr the péace u[‘ God in
S Nurthcrn Ire[and

W

."_.

o Inasmuch ,

Hy Dau:dO Moberg {Wm. B. Eerdmam
1965, 216 -pp:, $2.45.) .

"The suhhtle of David O. Mobergs

hook Christian Social Responsibility in

. the. Twcnt:eth Century, reveals the main
-, thrust of the work. It is the author's con--

. viction: that ”Chmuanq ¢annot be neu- - -
.tral. on social-issues . because their-

neighbors, _whom they are to. love, are.

problems that are facing the wmld The

" problems . are not-new, but in a lot of.
~situations, the Church’s involvement is

. new. This book is; however, only o start-

" -ing point-jn the m,udy of Christian social

- responsibility. Mr. Moberg says: **This

" book provides a general phllosophy of

: Christian social responsibility. It is not

a detailed “handbook -for deulmg with

o specll'c social problems nor is it strictly

a social science ireatise, though I trust

that it is. based soundly upon social -
- -science knowledge as well as upon Chris-
. tian teuchmgs” (pp. 6- 7)

_Junuary. 1975 SR

*why” : _
Christians. The author makes severalim-- .

CAM.

“(p. 15). Mr. Moberg is -
chairman of sociology and anthropology .-
. ..at Murqueue University;. Milwoukee,
.+ Wid., and’ is also the "author. of The
. Church as-a Social Institution,” and co-’
" author “of: The Church and the Older
o Person :
: Mobcr;, usserts that the Church of to-
. dny must come to grips with the social |

“The- Sncml Rebponsibility of the Chris-
tian” .It- is a careful’ discussion of the
of :sacial ¢oncern for professing

parinns points ‘in this chnpter
. Every "Christinn” and  every (‘hrHtmn

N _thurch should be lmnlvcd m society und its -

problems. -

2. Christians . umnut ‘be’ neutral,’ (nwnr(i
sodinl issues for (o) by so doing they are ad-
mitling that their spirituai message is'ir-

relevant to practical pr'ublcmu “and (b) such
*an attitude’ putys them in the )()‘illli)l‘l of seem:
“ing to endorse” evil: lenderu, institutions,” nnd

practices mqlend of ‘expusing “them:,

3.-The Christian's réspansibility luwa:d_—-
. S()Cllll needs-id expressed in the Scnpturea

The qmptuml basis for social concern

“is given i Purt 11 of this lmok ";Ucwty 5
need - for this concern- is’ presented -in .
- Part I, Méthods oflmplemcntmg Chris- -
tian social concern are given in Part W,
~ The book is packed with meaty state-
- meits as to the significance of Christian’
,somal action, One may not agree with all.
the. conclusions of the aul.hor—-—fur in-

gtance, what may seetn to be an excessive

COﬂStI‘UCLUVD

The . author éohcludes the book w1th..

the- chapter entitled “Medsuring Suc-
cess.’
themselves up as judges over-othérs, as

“God.is:the ultimate judge of the success -
Cor fu:lurc of any and’all programs of
gocitl concern™ (p. 191). He does, how-:
ever, assert that the, only realistic test of -
“a_.program relates to .its goals. “If the -
goals have been met, the: ‘program isa-'.
success; if théy. have pot, it is a failure”

(p.. 192); The reader gets the impression

- that the institutional Church’s main er-
-ror i to fail to establish goals for meeting

o wide range of human needs. However,

“the achievements of a. program are. sel: .
intentm_n, =

dom identical .with - its
“Dreams . often dlffer fram rcahty {p.
199,

’l he first chupter of the bonk is enlllled :

Chnstmns are .warnéd not’ to set

It is Mr. Moberg 8 conviction that “ifa

‘emphasis on good works. But he is to be,
commended for his earnest, sincere effort
to grapple with the- problem’ of ChFis- -
tian social responsibility and action. His -
approach is refreslung. mterestmg, and o

man has a genuine encounter.with God,

" his life: will be transformed from self- =~
seekmg and’ self—ag;,rnndivemcnttosocml o

N



comncern, a concern for other people’ "y
22). The readers:of this hdok should’ be

stirnulated . toyward ‘effective “action- on -
. matters related to the C hurch's miksion "
.t society. !‘efwn.-s must be dotrs of the

i Wurd not: mmply hearers. . |
. ‘ (_.LR'HB hru.mu,

FOR -SM_.IZ—‘-_—_-AE‘m?mt cumblétc Bet uf th'c

Preacher's Mogazine from 1947 1o 1974,
~Corl W. Bunch, Hux 16239, Huunlun
“Pex, 770&2

“w

L WAN l'l"l)——«!imkn hy ("‘lnvm (; ( hnppell
“and. Beverly Carradine, ' csptcmlly Re-
vival: Sermony, Gideon, nnd Jonah. Also.

Cthe. uutuhmgmphy of Amanda Smith.

Send list and. price’ and- whether post- -

) . puul -Rodger N, Mayes, Box 64-A, Rte

o

luuglt, ‘aprmgﬂ, N (,. 27242

.

" WANTED—The Tabernacle, the Priest.

hood, and the Offerings; The Soul and Its

 Difficulties, both by Henry W. Soultau, . - -
. —Rodger N. Mayes, ‘Box 64-A, Rie. 1, -

Eagle Springs; N.C. 27242,

"'.‘-WA‘NTEDJCr_)mmen‘Iaries,‘hjf George -
- W: Clark- (out of, print) on' Matthew, =
" Mark, Luke, John, or-Acts. ——Ra[ph E. ..

ngenhierg 20062 - Jewel Ave. South

. “Bend, Ind. AG&"M . '

: WANTbDwSet of Ale,mnder Maclaren 5.

stpos:twn dof Scripture. Send price to

R E, Grandstaff, 3150 41st Street N

St Peumhurg, Fla. 33713.°

WANTED. TO. BUY; Used Memory-O-,
Matic filing sets collecting dust on your -

shell! We'll teach young ministers to use

them, Send’ cnmplele list of all you have _
Lin your set for free-estimate,—Wayné E,

,aldwc]l Marmn lnd 46952,

llemn fur Lhis Exchange may .be either WANTFD o
' 6r FOR SALE, but must be confined to old periodi- .
" raly and out-of-print beoks. All reaponse should be
" directly with the ndvertiser and not with this office or
- the Nazarene Publishing House. We aie glad to ren- |-

dér.thin free service on these terms, This service not

- _available Lo bmkamres or layrnen

pel

*You as a Church Board Member
A layman reminds his’ colleagues on -
the church . board that they must ac- -

. ceptsome responsibllities in their ful- -
Illlmem of thls asslgnment ‘

. ®“WIith All. Longsuﬂ’arlng and Docirine", '

M.we provided a solid, sound, and sure’ -
. foundation - of ‘indoctrination . tor -our
. ‘new converts, we would see fewer of
) Ina'm' ialllng by the wayslde.'

._0 Make It Brief Brolher , IR
" The shorter.the sermon, the tonger the
‘time required for its preparation. A -
thoughttul ook at the problem of wast- .
Ing words in the preachlng of Ihe gos- :

D

oo

+

"Th'ér,Proacherl'l'a‘jMag,d'z‘ln‘a '

K here is bomethmg ahnut a frebh strt tlmt is appealmg .

to-all of us. 'I‘hmgs may not have worked out yeslcrdny, but

today is another-day. Last: Sunday’s sermon may have turned
out to be considerably leqs exutmg, than: we. hnd hoped 1t- g
would- be, but thls week we labor on another: As the saying ‘

. " goes; “Hope SPrings. etcrnal G 51 dues—and woe unto all of

us if it does not-=it is 50 hcc,ume there is such- a thing as’'a *
fresh hegmn;ng,. Is it not. Lhcrefore a good omen ‘when there'

“are laymen like Dr. £, C. Hall (and multlpl)ed hundredq of
"'otherq) who stand behind us ‘and pray -for -us? (p. 9). Wlth
l‘thexr woperatmn. and hy the grace of God, we entera new

calendar year -hoping it "will, ‘he-the: best and workmg as

= though it mlght be fhe lm,t {p. 1) buch an appmmh may help )
us toward more pntlence (p..6), better preachmg (p. 3), wiser |

. counsel (p.4),and a full:orbed- ‘balance i’ the several nspecti .
. of our mlmstry (p 12) It is with'such thoug,ht and prayerq__”

B that Volume 50 begins with i isstle Numbm: 1.of our mngazme

and we send it nlon;, toyou wnth besL wnshea for t,hls new’ year

_Yours-_. for souls,
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Preachmg the Gospel
- to the Poor

K rTHE PURPOSE WAS TO EMPHASIZE the meortnnce of the anomtmg of the .

' Hoiy ‘Spirit upon- the. preacher in the delivery of the message. The -

.- “passage in Luke 4:16-20 was mentioned, with quotation of the specific.”
". words, “The Spmt of the Lord.is upon me, because he hath anocinted ™

“me-to preach” (v. 18). The assertion was. made that, whatever qualities -
* there are that can make the difference between good preac'h;,ng and the
) -ordinary kind, thle one- stands ‘high on the list, The divine elementin =~ .-
. preachmg, whlch we call unction and ancinting, dwarfs all others by ..
- comparison. Our. prayer each week should be that we may say ‘with

s -Jesus “He hath anointed me.to pnench o '

- It -was theseditorial publlshed in thls rnagnzme last July entxtled’

. . “Anointed to Preach."

A letter from one reader suggests there'is- more to thxs passage than - :

- wasquoted, und hereminds us that the unmntmg is'to “preach the gospel -
-'to the poor.” He has a point, How can a preacher ‘expect the Spirit's
anéinting if' he hits’ no compassion for “'the poor”'? The thrust of Christ’s . -
. .ministry, and that of His earliest disciples, was the. preclamatlon of the |
" Good News to those who were dcpnved and disadvantaged. “When -~
- thou makest a feast,” He- suggested caﬂ the poor, the, mmmed ‘the - .
: lame, the blind” (Luke 14:13)." - *

Preachmg the gospel to the poor is in the traditlon of Chrrstran .

P mlmetry at ity hlghest and best. It characterized the Church when she. .
. could. say with Peter, “"Silver and gold have ] none.”/And it was when

- ghe could no- Ionger siy-those words that she found herself also unable -

© - tosay,. "ln the name ofJeaus Chrlst of Nazareth nse up and walk” (Acts; )
- 3:6). : '

So 1t is- thnt some: thoughts concermng this’ 1mp0rtant aspect ofour

. ministry ‘must be expressed. And before any other reader takes pen in -

hand to rémind ‘us that we should emphasize also the: ministry of com-

fort {“he hath sent me to heal the brol;enhenrted") and four.or five

other.aspects of Christian preachmg suggested in the passage Jesus read -

"+ that day, bé assured each of these in turn W1ll be d1scussed 1f tnme per- -
'mlts and the Lord. tarnes T L :

February.w?s L -_ R TR
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: ,lih-is- r?;)lrld considers to be of value: : .
- - 'The guestion arises, How poor. must o be-to quali i o
. _Le guestion anses, tow -tnust -one _be-to qualify for being -
- 'gfﬁisnﬁ?d puor”?:Socially concerned individuals have attempted fg '
© 7 such hfne in terms of some level of income or personal wealth, but
‘ ‘niissi‘:;elg:igtcz}t%g}??'zauqns are open to argument. Furthermore, they -
=3 of Christ’s teaching arid Christian practice. James-does
veel T ONst s 1 practice. James: does -
7 ?rig‘h:.‘t?,‘;i fg;‘}:’g‘;“’_‘h:iﬂ;utyﬁ C’}?fisti'ans 16 interpret his words t6 -
: n, Y espised those whose salariés fall-below $3,000. per |
) " R . . lelow 53,000 er ..
{Stﬂt:; :;] ;“1"' Qnt)’hmher such--m__ech'amc‘al designation. Our real témpint?On' o
.15 16 neg :C&)r 105 :;L\gss _resou\rceshare so limited they are not likely to [
i nvestment in them. This is why Jesus rebuked Hi S |
?tf;stéc}ll!;i;nt\{mngé);?]y those guests whp could repay-him for his hospitali
motives. Doing: good to those whio may. someday be.in ition to do. .-
50 . i nay. someday be. in a position to do-.
: good to.you is in no way' the same as manifesting your agape love by -

. _for Christ’s sake. - - - ‘
jrreal gospel to the poor calls for the ¢ - ation of our .
, e &P alls for the examination of our - --
' "ll‘x;(];:;‘iff;"%iﬁi'prewh; and care, hecause we think the recipient-can -\ |

: éﬁng’réga.iion‘fDls responsc bring wealgh to our church and status toour . < ¢
: societY'-WhicI; ﬁ? w!z_a tend to ignore those persons or elements in our =~ .

‘addition to 'o‘ufo ﬁn ifrtle"f any hope of tangible reward other than an -

o addition to ead count”’? Thunk God,. affirmative answers to sich
- questions are the exception rather than the rule among us. AT

-preaching; as was Lydia, the
. others since their times.-

r“ ) . i

. . “The Apostle James found it necessary. to declare, “Hath ﬁdlti God |

chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, ‘and heirs of the kingdom

which he'hath promised to them that love him? But ye have despised

the poor” (Jds. 2:5-6a). And when tw 's disci
e poor” (Jas. 2:5-6a). vhen two of John's disciples came askin
Jesus for reassurance that He was indeed the Meésiaﬁ, the answer wzi'sg

“Go and shew.John again those thi i B
G shew. John ‘those things which ve do hear and see: the -
. tt)l:m;:i‘recewe their sight, and the Jame watk, the lepers are cteansed éngl'

¢ -deafl hear, the déad are raised Up". and the poor‘have the géspel'-"-‘

preached to them” (Matt, H:4:5) ©

L3 - . .

What accusation could bé more dj ing; therefore  for -
S at accusation couls ore- disturbing; therefore} than for one ~ -
. -who bhears the name of Christ to be told, 'But ye have despised the.. -

poor”! A such grave i ies! ificatior
A matter of such grave importance cries for clarification, pnd a

[y

c definition of “poor” is in order. In the Bible the word usually refers to.

those who are either spiritually poor or, poor in this world's goods. The

© context of quotations used - indicates. a reference g ' ' '
q ns used here indicates a reference to the latter. We -

are thinking of sur ministry to those who possess very little of the things

giving for the sheér_ joy of giving, lo

h ;

Preaching the

- ‘Actually, when we preach. to. the poorthat is, for the love of

Chiri i raine -
ist which constrains us anda concern for souls which consumes us<—

we will see the ich as well as the poor finding Christ at our-altars. Jo:

-seph of -Arimathaea, “a rich' man” (Matt. 27:57), was won. by such .
seller of purple (Acts16:14)—and many:
*" When the temptation comes.in I
yhe “tempt 1 cames_ in our ‘ministry to ignore “the: litt
_people” and concentrate our efforts tdWard_c'a_tiﬁng gt?)mtrﬁe i?:hh;;lg :

powerful,:let us pray that.we may be a S :
g? the Lord is leog at-we may be able to say with Jesus, “The Spirit

: “me, j_bgcquse he hath anointed me.to preach the

. ‘gospel to' the-poor.” '~ -

: _Tpe'Preaﬁhér's;h{iﬂgﬁz'".e .

_.ying for the sake of your hearers, and l'

l' .

- |n any great rrio_vemerit; subjective expe_rience; B
.-however exhilarating, is not enough. There N
" 'must be intellectual ‘anchorage. L

.’NOT_: LONG 'AGO a pastor _6f my gc:_
.4 N quaintance,- in discussing the -
. probleins of his local “cliurch, " re-

marked sadly, “You have to indoc-

I trinate young converts. [ believe Lif
- we"had done more of it, we wouldn’t.
‘have lost some of our young people.” -

- Having. visited his church. from,

‘tiine to time, 1 understood what he
- ~meant," A ‘spirit of revival had “pre-
" yailed. A delightful informality al- .
-~ ways characterized the services, .
“. 'Spontaneous song and testimony .
. brought joy to the heart; In frequént
. ‘altar services seekers: found . help.
© The sermons were inspirational. To

all outward appearances things were

- going well.. Yet, to the pastor’s dis--
““may, much of -the results -proved .
- éphemeral-—and. | ‘agreed -with “his’
" " diagnosis of the trouble. DO
7. ‘I'am reminded of the Jesus Move-
" “ment, From th'e‘first,"-thought[u!:ob- '
~ “'servers havé commented, “Unless
* .these enthusiastic youngsters . get
- well grounded in doctrine, the results
J«% will be disappointing.” Events have.

‘proven the prediction justifiable. It

.by.-. S

- Distinguished Seryice .
Professor of History,
© Marion College, L
Marlon, Ind. .-~ -
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is the converts who have devoted ' .
themselves to the study -of Ged’s -~
Word - who “have remained true ta -
" Christ; but the so-called.children of

God, without-such grounding in the.
truth, have gone for afield. - '
. In this respéct,-ngmmﬁnist-le_adéfs o
show themselves ‘‘wiser “than the = .
_children of light,” They indoctrinate - I
their followers intensively and con-
tinugusly. Imagine their. reaction i€*

- s ‘W’th All .LCnQSul_‘fer{n_gj"a'nd_'Dot_;_t',in'jeg;_. o

you were to suggest-that 30 minutes .
to an hour on. Sunday, plus- a few -

hours a year in daily vacation Len-

" inist -school, sheuld suffice!. We ex--
. pect a great-deal of .Sunday school - *

and vacation Bible school..

"

All history shows that in any great v -

‘movement subjective experience, L N
. however exhilarating, is not enough. - .
" "There must be intellectual anchor- .

.

age. .

“The Bible ..inakeé:‘t_}-)e mgitterf‘cleaf

enough. From beginning to end it

reflects God’s deep, abiding concern
with indoctrination. In the old dis. -
pensation, men were commanded to'

. diligénce, in season and out of season-

(Deut. 6:6-9). Jesus spent so much.of

tent of Peter's sermon in Acts 2:14-

3

" tench the Scriptures ‘with: utmost *.

- His time teaching that He was com- -
“monly called Rabbi. - 0
o . Notice the strong doctrinal “con- -
-~ Allen Bowman .- - ' .
: 36, Thé content and: dependability.
of . God's promises, the nature. of .
" Jesus’ ministry, the power of His T
" atoning blood and glorious resurrec-



- -

tion, His exalted position as Lordand =

- Christ—such are- .the basic truths

" énunciated therein., WAfterward, in-.

- dealing -with hearers under convic:
. tion of sin, Peter went-on to declare

repentance, ‘haptism, remission. of |
sing; and the gift f‘af‘_'_the Holy. Spirit ~

L tweldTapy. o T
. ‘Paul’s" method is equally instruc-

o tive. The great apostle was not called -
merely to.witness, important though .

- his testimony was, Most of his re-

,co_'r‘ded, words dea). -with, doctrine. .
-~ _Complete devotion to revealed'truth, .*
- a flaming. but well-tempered zeal ta
~“proclaim it, constant warning against

* . error—these characterized his min- -

istry from:start to finish. He taught
 every dictrine of the Christian faith
. haldly ‘and without apology in"the

- spirit oflove, no matter how stiff the

.~ opposition or how, mixed the results,
* Whien the Galatian helievers became

-~ duetrinally confused; ki devoted al--
" 'most an entire.Epistle to the thank-
“ less. but necessary task of straighten: -

' -dingthemout. ~ ¢

Paul's instructions to Christian .

- :.avork'er"s vividly illustrate his method.
:'The hikhop must “be able by sound

", doctrine both to exhort and to con- .

“wvin¢e the gainsayers” . (Titus 1:9).
The servant of the Lord must he “apt

to-teach” (2 Tim: 2:24), “Preach the

. wird - - reprove, rebuke, exhort with

all longsuffering and doctrine” (4:2),

The word ““longsuffering,” by the

way, is not included in that sentente -

' ““hy accident.. . - RS
©_ Why, then, the commion neglect of
‘doctrinal preaching? ‘No doubt you

have heard.such objections as these:
- 1.- Doctrinal sermons put people to. -

sleep. " -

. "Unfortunately,. like':‘sd.m‘é' - other.

- sermons, some.of them do! But they

-~ don't:neéd to. Any biblical truth can
 be.enlivened by interesting.ilustra:
- tions. In the Seriptures, doctririe is -
- applied directly to daily living. It can -

be so applied in the pulpit. = -
T o S

“The' c¢hurch congregation is not an

assemblage of theédlogians, "1t con:
sists of people’ who need a thorough .-
- understanding of Christian doctrine ' -
in ordet to remain steadfast in the
. faith and to'live cffectively. -~ = ~
_ 3. Emphasis on’ doctrine has di- .~
Cvided churches. -~ L
It isn’t the truth as it is in Jesus L
that divides churches—it is depar- "~
‘ture from- the truth. "And it takes
. Spirit-anointed -exposition “of the
truth to prevent such departure. A '
“contentipus spirit, to be sure, is divi-
-sive. We are to peak the truth'in -

‘love. The man of God is to be "gentle
unto- all men . '

‘infarmed.

- It does seem that, with the cddéé- s ) -
tional equipment "at -our’ disposal, . .
_Christians -today should be better -

grohnﬂé@ !n the truth.than they werc
in Paul’s time. But our media of com-

- munication work both ways. They -
bombard our people-daily with all.”
-sorts of teaching, not all of which is D
desirable.. - o .7 T
During ‘a lifetime of labor in -
church-related colleges, I have found
that most believers, including those - =

from Christian homes, have a very

.'in‘adeq.uatﬁ knowledge -of the Bible.
_'E_\{en;_lp _conservative circles strange
doctrines ‘appear. We .dare -not be.

complacent. ., -

- 'Y_es,_it is.upto us to ﬁroceed“‘ﬁith »
all longsuffering "and - doctrine.” 1 -
-admit that the process of indoctrina-. -
- tion requires endless patience, Itisa :
matter of “precept . . . upon precept,
precept upon precept; line upon line, o
_line upon line; here alittle, and there -
‘a little," But it is-richly rewarding. -

TI'ie"F_'reachdr's N}agaiine ;

* 2.-We.can do without theological
“hairsplitting.” oL
} Yes, indeed. The doctrinal preach-
ing | speak of deals with basic truths.

. . . patient; in meek---
-ness ‘instructing those that oppose -
- thémselves™ (2 Tim. 2:24-25). .

_ 4. With our madern means of com-" B
“munication, people are already well : ~

et o e T

s S gt T .

_ “You have experienced disagreements:and worse
- in the secular world, but are you willing to :

- accepl the differences of opinion which you
will encounter on-a.church board? - -

 You as a Ghurch Board Member

" By Robert D. Nelson* -

" Welcome to the Church Board! - -
U Congratulations! You've just been B
+ elected tothe church board. Or may-,
.+ be you've been a board -member al- .
. inost as long as you can remember.
o In either case, how much thought'
" have you given to-the possibility of -
* upgrading ‘the quality of board’ de- .-
. cisions, or to your performance asan

“individual member? Volumes have

" been written about church schools;

youth programs, and other. facets of

.. Christian- work, but when .was. the
. last time you: fead. anything ‘which "
_ focused attention upon the church
.. board? -~ -~ ¢ N

ous, inspirational leadership, in tan--
‘dem with the pastor? It is easier to
‘oceupy our’ time Wwith such matters
“ashow to pay for the pink lemanade
at the volleyball game. - SR

" Serving on thie board deserves your E

' " best and your clearest thirking, but

the. biest of human wisdom will not

- * guffice. Divine guidance is essential,
because the’ board’s policies may.
- affect the eternal destinies of peoplé
" . for whom Christ died, or influence a
- complacent congregation toward be-
© ' coming warm, Spirit-filled, and lov-

ng... -

" Ciwn anything be done to increase
: “i‘Lu'ymnn.‘ Ciuugch of the thrunn_‘, '_‘{\zlahln'ni:i. Ore. -

* . ‘February, 1976

How ‘many boards provide vigor-.

the effcct,ivenéé‘éfof"th'e- board? What . -

is’ the essential ingredient?’ Reduced

and then to translate His’ will into

stances;eand a- sanctified intellect. .-
" Bvery. +board  méeting should  he

to: simplest terms, the board’s goal '
‘should be to ascertain the will of God, - -

‘action. His will is discerned through - .
‘the influence of the Holy Spirit, the -
‘Word of (red, providential circum- -

preceded hy an’ unhurried time .of

prayer, unifying hearts, and-drawing

“minds toward Him, in anticipation of
His guidance. Our Suviour said, . -
+Come ye apart . . .'" (Mark 6:31); -7

‘before, “Go ye therefore . ...”" (Matt.
as urgently needed in board meetings
‘ministry.““In -all thy ways acknowl-

‘paths” (Prov. 3:6). " -~ -

Working Together as a Board ol
-1 Timothy 3 gives. prefequisites for

-98:19).The presence of the Lord is."
~ as it isin other aspects of a c¢hurch’s . .

~edge -him, ‘and he shall direct thy - - "

_church leaders. But God does not™ - B

stowed. " -

“For example; if your board.is for-

‘tunate enough to include.a carpenter

-

_'make automatons out of His people. . N
- He has chosen to use us as we are,
shortsighted and prone toward errors
‘in’ judgment:  Therefore we -should
“utilize’ whatever administrative "or -
technical gifts the Lord has be-
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A typicad hoard &pf'ndr- trx; much-:
itk and. - bolgs” of.'

farse mth the
chitreh opkralmm and ton dittle ‘time’

Cwideriny a. particular pmpmd]
" hbord should quickly sweep away the
details and get. to the - vital facts,

' Wlm-wn Churchill wonld not uhuallv '
H rc'purt er rmr_ de,E. m“

m it

fength Hu- rh' rlllh weru left 1o the "
CXferls, L S
Onee un -ihﬁue has bheen deﬁ_ned

“and the necessary facls identified

Calternatived can he weighed, and the -

best . plin of action hould emerge,

Somelimes this is - au.omphbhed by :

eliminating less desirable alterna-

- adopted a policy, all ngmbers shiuld

Y ppnrl it wnd xee it thmu;,h Lo com-. .
. pletion. If diksenters do ‘not feel they ‘

ciun nupport the sction: of the major--
“ity,.they should nl ieuﬂt rLfrum from
criticism, .

~Hometimed a h_onrd_.wrll hecome‘

. -praciice:

2 et Hap,;. i 1he
EBFLED V) hn' 3 opnd
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}rn—.-ﬁ“’"“ firie ")'J ihf:‘
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iv wealth,
(;r;d reveals

HE t’nruun n. one .
r;mwt— oA hiitman rnw'}r-cge does not .

" divided into voting blocs—the pro- "

.“A

Cgessives mé the conser atives, the
Leries and the boousters, ur the artors
and ke reaciors. _These blocs may bé

ied by o-ae ortwo de\wuaL This: -
2 'nceienwble Exem mem-:
nQ ;n nk ang \rs £ md&pen

her L'.’

f“""‘\ '-

Supportmg Your Pastor

‘Tre iotz) pastor hat the respon:”
ity of carmg for

of ivezl church work. Because of his
Unigue background and po<mon ‘he”
wiil usually be the one who inspires.

the . board 1o loftier goalc and ‘pro-
vides the generai leadership. Some-

times new  programs originate with

the board. In“either case. the key is .
. cooperation, not domination. T
- Right or wrong. the responsibility -

for the- success, or, failure of a. local

- church is fixed’ upon the’ pastor, so.
he should be given considerable au-

thority to match ‘this responsibility.’
Not. all opposmon ‘to pastoral -

.:leaderahlp is-a manifestation of the

devil. however. Neither a pastor nor

. you as a hoard member:are immune * -
analyzing the major dssues. In“con: o

the-

from errors of Jjudgment. Is there a .

pastor or experienced board member ’
" ‘anywhere who does not regret some of
* his past decisions? : .

- One- facet of a board's responsx--
.hlllt}, is that of caring for the mate:. .

rizl needs of the pastor and his fam-
ily. They live by faith, but nat on.

faith. It is no coincidence that most .

.- thriving churches are’ comparatwely
. liberal-insofar as salaries for the pas- -

_tor and staff are concerned. - '

If. serious dissension should an.se

_ " between pastor and -
tives one by one. When the hoard hag 2 board, the mat-

ter should be handled wnth utmost:

‘finesse, seasoned with love. The .
counsel of the district supermtendent

should be sought if serious problems

-remain unreconciled; Terrible dam-’
- age can be done by the action of an
. irrésponsible-board. This is eSpecmlly
true if unfounded rumors circuldte in -
the congregatlon and commumty S

The Preacher s Magazina B

all-departments

- Ak

" very few decisions: are likely 'to be

B make them aware of both: the pros

cluding answers -{o possrble objec-

" cultivated. Boards and pastors-

'_oqophres concerning their relation-

~opinion of the congregatlonnl major- .

o February. 1975
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-

are segments of the Church of Jesus
Christ.- You -have . more important -
‘things to do than. to criticize others

Blckermg and ‘criticizing can be-
"come habitual. Happiness must be -

‘should maintain. a posmve “loving

athtude tow.lrd each other _ trinal viewpoint, mode of services, or’

. form of church government ‘But you.
can unhes:totmgly give your Best to .,
the orgamzatlon through which you'
-serve the Lord. There are those who
. choose* not. to.. affiliate. themselves
~with any visible ¢hurch, but they will
never be as effective alone as they
“would. have been in a company of
belleverb of like heart and mind. .
All the’ departments and ofﬁcmls
' of your. denomination. deqerve your
enthusmbtrc support

You and the Congregntion ‘
Elected officials have varying phil--.

ship” with, the electorate. - ‘Shouid - a
* board: member try to reflect the

“ity or should he vote according to his.
own best judgment? Probahly the
" latter; provided he has a thorough
knowledge of the issues.. .
- There.is always the pOSblblllty, in-
"“deed the probability, that a- board’s
-action, or’inaction, will rub someone"
‘the.wrong way. A board should strive
to avond unnecessary controversy, bat. ,

Dlscussmg the Issues -
- Boards should try to avoid dlscuss- :
mg people, and confine their discus:-
sions to the issues. Lack of agreement’
on a partlcular subject is not neces-
" sarily bad.. Entire sanctification does
ot produce complete: umty of mlnd
nmong all believers.
_Boards are . often concerned w1th

enthuslostlcally réceived by every-
‘one. Therefore. a ‘board needs to be-
-‘sengitive, . yet courﬂgeous and for-
“ward-looking. -

"When: presentmg a dectsmn to the
membershrp for. a ‘vote, should "you -
tling. an overdue’ fuel-oil: hill or’ “the
and the cons, or would thls only.con-  need to repair the roof of the parson-
fuse.them? Is it better.to attempt a
“hard sell’” based upon’'a one- ‘sided -
presentatlon" “The  members should .

‘very ‘distressing at times, but they -
usually- do ot have long-term impli-

be given.all the essential . facts (not " cations. On’the other- hand, some- -

-dll the nonessential details), and a"

times major policy Questlons arise,
summary of the board’s thinking, in- e

‘such'as the following: - ,
" Should buildings bé financed on a pay-

“tions. By airing -some of the .
“difficuliies, ‘together with the. means.
by which. t,he difficulties can be over- .
come, the membership can be as-~
;.slured thit the :board . has do}? € Itﬁ -+ . What is the ideal balonce hetween sup-
omework. It is better to run the ris _ “porting world missions, the building pro- -
- of a"hegative, vote on ‘an issue than. > grom, higher education, and local needs? -
‘face_a congregatlon which voted af- “To what extent should tithes and offer-
firmatweiy, only to firid . later that . ings be used for benevolences, or social
~ they had been gwen a drstorted pic- . outreach, rather than direct evungellsm’
_ture of a proposal -+ If there is serious opposition to a pro-
_gram or_plan, shouid the opposition- he
1gnored or answeréd in publlc"
In considering a new program or facil-
‘ Jty whlch mu,ht be costly, | how can’ you

" ol.a building fAind?.Or s responsible debt™-
a symbol of confldence in the future and
- @ realistic uppronch in on mﬂetlonnry
economy"

Your Denommatlon ,
You have. your ‘church home. Other
movements and orgamzatmns Iso

-who have a -slightly -different. doc-

an rmmedmte nece%lty, such as seL- o

'ﬂ

- ‘age. These kinds of problems can be ’

.‘7.

B$-you-go. basis or throu[,h accumulatton o



hest rcc:mulc fiscal re‘-pnm:blht) wllh

faith and vision?

How many new pmgrpmq Or evange-

' .lIHtIL thrusts can a chureh embark upon

people and resources tio thlnly"

- Should a church do anylhmi,, it Lannot'
dowell? -
‘Should a church’ hu:ld’mg emphas:ze

heauly, utl|lt), or ec()nnmy
Sometimes churches are-given parcels
of property for future .church huilding

" sites, ks it wiser w ‘relocate to these places,

. even if they are unquuahle as lmﬂlu)ns.

fnr churches?

_ - Should: your church hcmme m\oived_
~in local or national political issues which
do nat haw. lenttml or moral lmphca-

tions? .
“‘Car your “church h(xpt to attract all

,..'_ﬁe;,ments of the éommunity; including
_ hippies, law enforcement ‘people, profes.
o Bionals, business managers, m'p;anl?ed '
“labor, welfare recipients, ethnic minori-
. -ties, students, eduwtmq. Quhlu. ul‘ﬁuals.-
.. ‘and the elderly?

“Can ‘you best reach ynur unnmuntty

“for - Christ by upgrading -the existing

programs of your church or by such inno- )
" vations ag-a, Christian dny school, a huuq -

ing project for. the. elderly, or'a 24:-hour -

telephone “hot lme" for people cunlem-' -
- plating suicide? -~ '
" We should never move one mch fmm :
-the fundamental doctrines of the Chris: .

tian faith. But to what extent, if any,

,shuuld trndmunal inethods and styles of *
‘ 'mlsqmnary Lour from Blthynm Asm Mi- -
nor, to Macedonia in Europe, when- the "

services be altered. to- attract” a wider

_spectrum of the community?.

At what .point will your chureh mem-

. bership become large enough to cnnqldcr, .
the entahlmhment of another chuth in
-~ "the area? -. . e :
" Solutions to theee problems mlght .
~differ from one’ locahty to another.
i Yuur bourd might have dlfferem.ee of .

: pemtence.

: dmc:ples

* with discretion”

oplnlon on these matters, and. many

‘more But . you can: dlbagree in an
greeuh!e manner

" at any given time without; ‘;pread!m, ity ;AttltUdCS Of the Heart &ﬂd Mind -

“You have experlenced disagree-
“ments and worse in the secularworld, .

" “Bubare you w1|1m[_, to accept the dif- .

ferences of opinion which you will
“encounter on a church board? The

- Word of God is well’ -endowed with -
guiding principles which are as valid-

" for church boards as for individualg:- .

. ‘the light of the world” -
-.(Matt. 5: 14) You are known as Christ’'s ~ -

‘if” ve have love pne to an- ..

' -C,hristians'ar_'e .

-ether'!. (John 13:35). Yqu gentlene%
“should “*be known unto all” (Phil, 4:5).

o There is a special blessing : for “the
]'mermful" (Matt. '
- makers’ (Matt. 5:9);

57) .and *'the pemc

“A soft answer lurneth-uwuy wralh

' _(Pruv 15:1). ¢ .
o Byt T say unto you, 'l‘hnt every 1dlc '
-""word that-men shall speak; they shall °

“give account thereof in the day of judg-
ment”” (Matt, 12:36). Our wurds ‘as wall
n-’. our. motives, are’ 1mpurtnnt R

"-A-good man- “will. guide :his affmrq

for-the future is essential to the vitality of
any. movement, -and it is- senptura!ly

_sond; The: Apostle Paul’ devited: con-
siderable space to plnnmng in his Epis- .

‘tles, such as 1 Curmthmnb 16: However
he was flexible’ enough - to” rerout¢’ his

Lord spoke.to him (Acts 16:7-12). ..
A board meetlng should nelther
,be;,m nor end- in.an atmosphere of
“tension, Before closing, there should.
again be a time of prayer, rea[‘firmmg

“everyone's love for the Lord and for
; each other

The church will take threc fateful stcps 1f it lapscs mto Bpll‘l- L
tual darkness: (1)-the minister ‘will lose his power; (2) the church
"_.*corpomte w_lll_ lose lts purpose- und (3) 1ts people wxli lose thelr

! _;—Hughes Day, M. D
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(Ps. 112:58). Planning '
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fthe “other ap-‘pr'oecﬁ " whatever it may be,

becomaes an effort to find an easy way out,

stmfw ng

R MAS&; EVANGELISM has been the

“hallmark” of our ‘churchi from’
the day.of its birth. Revivals and -

' camp meetings are as much a part of .
aur life-style as ‘-‘:unday school. Mast.
- of our people were converted in a re-:
“vival or Sunday: night service. We -
. have hundreds . of . cvzmgehstq and™
-~ song-evangelists 1 who give. full time to.
- this vital-part of church life.

However there'is a new force being.

. felt _among our: ‘churches: 1t is called
by various names: “Persunnl evan-
gellbm” iv the ‘most. common label. .
", “This is. not new. For yéars we’ have

‘had various programs being: taught
. with varied results——frequently poor,
 -Somehow they never seemed to catch
fire in our hearts. 'Ihey remained a.
. program. Now the program’ has be-
" :come a force felt throughout’ the en-
_ tlre church

I‘he Jameﬂ; Kennedy

“by v

. Pastor* .
Church of the Nazarene
Gainsville Ga.. ;

‘for many. it was. a’

" Robert E Maner o

CLUwe are doomed to- dlsappomtment There is
- n6 easy way to win souls to Chrast

w7
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—-Method of Lny Evnngehsm (as itis

called) ‘was introduced. at the Con-
.ference on: Evnngellsm in the winter
of 1970 For a-few. it caught on im-

.metlmtely For others there ‘was a’

_wait-and-see - nttltude Or perhaps
“someday”’

tion. But now the number of pastors .

" who use this method of evangelism is *©
increasing. ‘The few who did imple- .~
“ment Kennedy's. concepts: success- .- -

fuliy have inspired others to try. .-
"The Kennedy approneh is a.price-
. less tool when properly used: 1 hive -

_taught it to laymen in two pastorate‘; ]
and put it to work in.my own min-- -
':stry with: thrlihng results. People

are now coming to Christ in- their
homes, places of husiness, .and other
untikely spots. People who. probably.

. would never have been converted in.
-a public service are being won weekly-“' |
_.outSlde the church We are just be-
* ginnipg the on- the-]ob training, but
.. excitement-is-running high. already.
. With 15 or more lay ‘evangelists work-
L ing with-a pastor who can esttmate]
-'the end results? =

- As with all good thmgs Iay euan—_- :

“gelism_has some built-in. per:ls If:a

tool takes over the toolbox, it is get- -

-tmg out of hnnd Methods are: tools'

- T
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Lhat must be used ju‘it ‘as -any. me~
chanic would use the tools of. his
trade. Good tools in unskilled hands’
-usually bring disappointing results,
“Likewise skilled hands witli no tools .

can produce frustration. Lay evange:
lism is a good tool, Let’e keep it-in
good hands.’

_ One way to-avoid the. bu11t in pen! '
"~ -is hy keepmg our balance Personal
- evangelism is .an_ additional method .
i -mtended to: supplement existing ef.

" fective means.of evangelism. If and
when we abandon revivals and camp
meetings for an exclusive . door-to -
.door evangelism, we will be in. deep.

trouble. Revivalist as-a soul-winning

enterprise.may not produce the. rapldr_'
-results of:former years, but it is nev--
ertheless essential in our total effort.
..~ For reviyal,  as the word - nnpl:ee, is
- needed-by the church to sustain spir-

1tual fervor. Even if none were saved

in" the” _evam,ellstle campalgn ‘the
"venture would still be profitable for.
. .existing Christians. But the fact of.
- the matteris that people are still con-
verted as a-result: of revivals. The -

problem lies, 'hot so- much in the

~ failure of revivals; but'm -our failure
""“to have real revivals, Let's put the:
-blame where it belongs Too often we

-~ are .not w:lhng to-take-the time and ..~
effort to insure success and effective-

_ ness; If our “other approach”— what-

ever it.is—is an effort to firid an easy-
"way out, we.are going to be’ dlsap-

pointed. There is no, casy way fo win

peoplé to Chnst It is always hard .
. work A
: rI‘hex'e is- also the peril of havmg L
* one tool compete with the other. Why
“must we make it an either/or deci--
sion? Why not tie the two together?
Take Paul’ 8 .advice, “By ‘all Teans
save - some.’
that no-one method or approach will -

‘Experience: indicates

work uniformly. on everyone.

In".our church we are- -involved in -
. trmnmg lay evangellsts with a weekly:
: trammg sese:on Every effort is made ‘

i

"—to impress them Wlth the reeponsx-_— :
bility Christ placéd on the shoulders
of every Christian to be a *‘fisher, of = -

men.” When they win ‘someone to
Christ, this-is emphaqlzed from ‘the

pulpit with full credit given to ths .
- soul winner. Others are. thereby chal-
* lenged by this success to do likewise. _
Not long-ago 1 had everybody. who

had personally led someone to Christ’
to" stand.- An encouraging: humber
were ablé to stand to their feet. Oth-

ers will bé able to ]o:n them on the o
__next such ‘oceasion.: ‘ :
However, we are not eoiely depen '
‘dent on personal evangelism. Expe-
- rience scems ‘to-be mdlcatmg (at this
early staté. in ‘my own experience).
- that many with a Wesleynn orienta-. .
“tion of altar services and. “pra_vmg -
.-through™. find the public. altar call’ =
- more meaningful. Therefore | glve an
- altar-call bath Sunday mormng and - - |
night, I make no exceptlonf to this.. .. -
."We'plan for- good Sunday mght evans. -
gelistic services which: are: usuallyr .
‘well. attended The same emphasns 18
_given to the Sunday night service' .~
that -is. given to’any other service—
our best. People will come to, church o
on Sunday nlght if" we make it worth3 C
.attendmg 5
‘Revivals are also iru;tful We usu-_
-'a]!y plan.for two or. three a year.- ..
These are most often a one-week, all-- . - .
out, effort A capable: evungellst -
laboring in a well- -planned,and well- -+
| ;executed evangelistic - campaign is .
. stil] money well spent and time well;
‘invested. . . E
“The third penl i the danger of' C
‘ allowmg a. cheap substitute to re-: ...
place real’ conversion. To get a pro- -, . .
- fession. for numbers’ ‘sake or force a

person into a easy decision is a tragic

~ alternative to the new birth. Genuine
‘repentarice and saving faith in a cru-*
cified Christ-will result in salvation "

. at the altar, or- in-the home, or any
other place. But:if these" esgential
relements be absent nothmg of last: *

Th_e_F{reachers Magazina S

~“'ing value will result. The object of -

evangelism—any kind of evangelism

.—i% to get people saved. If our meth-

" ods water down the reqmrements of

_the gospel, we had better examine .

these methods., .
‘Gospel truth is so ndaptuhle thatq
- it-can-be presented to 1'or 1,000 with:

: thnllmg results. Peter had 3,000 con- -

verts from hlS Pentecosml congrega-

tion.” Who can say hiow many were in . _
- meetmg, preach to them on the radio -

" ~and television, send out-literature,
.and evangehze in revivals and Sun-"
-day services. As J. B. _Chapmun sald-

*httendence" But thé same: man
.- stopped at the Gate Beautiful just a
short time later and talked to oné

. man with the message of the power of
Chrmt Johh reeords Jesus talklng

to Ni'codem"us, the woman at the well, | '
and the man at the pool. Small au- -~

- ‘diences, were. they- not? Hear Paul.
.and the jailer at Philippi, or. Philip
“and the Ethiopian ¢unuch, for addi- -

-_tional training lessons. It was not the ..
'size of .theé congregation but their

willingness _to -believe the ‘message
that gave thém- eternal. 1mportnnee -.

' Let's-bus folk in, pray with them in’
their homes, take them- to camp

'1‘

“All out for souls

"', The effectivéness of a soul-winning plan can -

' be achieved through knowing the sacial en-_ .
vironment which is targeted. In-the final,
‘analysis the Holy Spirit-uses people wlth plans,

~ but people can be used more effectively when
they know the tactors that. enhance thelr plans

w

.,‘u o

Complementary Concepts for Con vers:on

' wo ‘SOUL-SAVING 'i"l ANS have Be-’ .

“-come very.popular in the last few

‘years, The two’ approaches are. the
: “F‘ourSpmtuo] Lawq and the“Ken-

nedy Plan.”

1 S
~In recent weeks [ have beerr ana VE- g plan for your 1ife now. The in-

these two.programs. 1-would like to -“dividual 'is thrust into an examina- -

mg the soc:ologlcal implications of

“share some thoughts - that may be"
_ helpful, You' may not agree with me. f -

Buat if'l can stimulate some.response . -
" in.your thinking, it will be profitable

for sharmg my ideas. -
~These two plans are premlsed upon
two dlchotomous concepts The Four

: ‘Prn&senr, Olwat Narerene (‘olle},e l(unknkec Il!

February 1975

By Joseph F. Nielson* . L e l’

Spmtual Luwe is orlented toword

" this world. The first statement;, “God

‘loves you- and “has -a- plan’ for your
“life,” -immediately induces a person:-
to thmk about his, present condition”
in the world;' God loves. you now and -

“tion ef.his life's goals. ‘and .the
1mpkementat10ns for reachmg theae
: goal‘; This is a present-age concept.

v The Kennedy Plan ‘immediately.

-arouses - thinking about - the  other

‘world -and the" -afterlife. (1) ‘.‘}.Iave
- you conie to a place in your spiritual .

.. life where you kriow for certain that if- -~ )
you were to die today you would goto: -

ST
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' _lle'avenu'?’.' (2) "Sopbose that you were
. to die tonight and stand before God

should 1 let you into My heaven?'

! i
[, )

These cconormc observatlom ure s

. . related fa organizing an institution,
and He were- to say to .you, ‘Why

- what would you say’” People are .
‘made aware of preparing for their

eternal ‘destiny. It'i$ future-oriented

L]

-rather’ than’ present-oriented. Indi-

viduals are challenged to. face, the
i brevlty and uncertamty of 1ife. 'l‘hese
~twin companions of every person. be-

" come the cntalyst. arourd whlch one s

destiny revolves. ’

Both concepts- preqent Cl‘l.l'lbt and.'

' atonement as. the remedial plan of -

'God for man's presént existence and

- his future destiny. The Four Spmtual-._. ‘
- . Laws answers the question “Why am .

I hcre‘?“ The Kenncdy Plan answers

the question.“Where am 1. going?”

" These. twg approaches are comple-
entury conicepts [or conversion. The

~ following paragraphs are designed to -
define gome 1mpl|catlons of these two :

- soul- -saving symbiols, © '«

“Age. It appears to me that the

Four, Spiritugl Laws has 'a greater
: _appeal to.youth. They are interested'
“in-this life and their plans for it. Per-

“haps this is why.Campus Crusade’is-

- s0-strong among the youth of our so-

most pressing issues, Why am [ here?

e and What will I do with that why? o
' The Kennedy Plan appeals to the -

" age-group that has passed ‘into the
“question of Where am I going? Soci-
. glogists tell us that; as life unfolds,
" destiny becomes of greater ¢oncern.

The attention-getting - technique 'is;

'_ g,cared to this dimension of life.
Inst:tutlonnl—cconomlc

tion s right, attracts ‘the young who
“'do not have. .economic -security and

~ surplus. The Kennedy Plan appeals
_'to older people who . have' secured -

their future in this world. They have

_llvcd long enough to build retirement -
- plans” and savings. Their financml
needs are not. as pressm;,

i :' ..‘2 . )

1

It is difficult to érect a church Build.
-gram,
“with young pcople who are not finan:

“sional program. On the other hand,

“when -the" _conversion -thrust is for

.-cially able to ‘aupport a'multi:dimen-

adults - and . older” people their re--

‘sources. are vital to an ‘established -

institution wrth multlple staff. and
permanency in a given community.

Mobility. Young.people are onthe
move. People. who have found.their -

life’s work have a'tendency to become

sedentary and put down roots. Thefe - -
is much mobility in our society.atall - -
age levels, but the appeal of the Four ..
- Spiritual Lawo is to-the younger set,

who are still seeking a life's occupa- -

tion and- establishing a home.

If older’ people move at retirement, -
their move ‘is relatwely ‘permanent
‘and can’ becomme a source of instifu- . .-
~ tional support. Even people i their. & -
-mid-adult years have a tendency to .
stabilize their residence. Thus, of the
~ two soul- -winning plans, the Kennedy'. e

" Plan tends to be an- mslltutlonal bup e
~ciety. It holds out an answer to life’s

porting plan.
Social . cnv:ronment

social - environment - dominated by

The university town. is bometlmeb

.oriented to youth and the Four Spiri- .,
tual Laws may be more effective. The =
~atmosphere of the university could’
~ infiltrate the older people. The social .
-environment may be influenced by -

the dominant. population and dictate

: The Preacher,s Magnzine.

“The: Ken- N
--nedy Plan with its emphasis’ on des-
tiny may recéive greater response in a.

, retrrement people, 'I‘h:-% social en- =
vrronment could everr. mfluence the :
.youth of an area because the whole .-

. community is ;,enred to the needs of -

- older people. o
‘ 'I‘he ’
- Four Spiritual Laws, if my implica--’

which plan’ could l)e the more effec- -
tive.- -

- These obscrvatlons are an efl‘ort to Lo

- ing, develop a strong outreach pro- ..~ |
and become a ‘community -
institution -~ with. ‘permahent -roots

o

' shuw ‘the complementary relation-
ships of the two concept%,,ln some -

communities it may be wise¢ to equip

-. people with both:plans, so they can

‘adapt thieir, approach to the person

they are trying to win.- Many com-

munities are not influenced by youth

“or older. people, and. there mny he a

m:xture

Both plans have heen very success- -

. ful when' used- propérly. My purpose -

" is to somehow create an utmosphcrc _

in which both plans can be used more -
'e,(fectwely This effectiveness can be

" achieved only through knowing the .

“social environment which is targeted.

_ In the fina! ‘analysis the Holy Spirit
.-uses people with plans, but people
“can “he: used more effectively when
. they know the l'actors that enhanu:
C Lherr pluns ' - ,

Workshop

S By Gordon Welmare* N

"*-..THERr. WAS A DAY when craftsmen
took 'pride. in-the artistry ‘and-
beauty -of -their workmanship.  With -
_“love and conviction and ‘deep sensi-
- tivity ‘for .the stewardship of God's
- gifts to man, they sought to fashion
.only the greatest and-the finest, and
‘thereby present to those who bought
their wares only those thm;,s wthl‘l ;

would have lasting value.

-
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- ,Ih-llro_se'dnye there was a family of |
‘craftsmen” who gave themselves to -
‘the cteation of great religious sym- .

bols. They ‘would. reflect deeply on

‘the handiwork of God and -His power
of redemption in the world-and then -

they would faghion those lasting

symbols which directed men'’s hearts
“'and ‘minds to the great. and majestic
steps of God in their midst. There .
‘was o degp-love relationship between

thesé, skilled cmftsmen ‘and those

who recelved “these - symbols. “They .
" knew. that ‘what they did was not s¢ .
‘much to create” ohjects of worship, .

but to affirm for each-other the great °
acts of God, and to remind each other .

“of the permanence and- glory of the
- eternal life which He was® prowdmg .
In time these symbols became well-
_revered for. their beauty ~
- and value: The great-demand for the.
symbols encouraged. the craftsmen to . .
build a larger display’ room at the ..
. front of: their workshop: Increasmg
demands for the symbols necessi: B
tuted an even larger showroom, unti] ™

's0’ much attention was given to the

‘As succeeding, generutmns p&%ed

people. wanted was: the beautiful’

* symbols-in great abundance, .and it
appeared to them to- ‘be mdre_prac--
tical- and sensible to be more ‘con-..

. . showroom that the. workshop was
. heglected. - ‘

" the craftsmen with - great ‘concern:

" sought to pass on this vision in art to R
- their sons,.but a strange thing hap- .

' pened “TFor the- succeedmg -genera-
tions it became obvious that what the

cerned-about the showroom than the | -
workshop The creative and sensitive’

work of the craftsmen, which’ would..- .
_create ‘new symbols to ‘match the'-

anointing of God for their day, some-

Mlost arts.”’

‘symbols.

““how becume numbered amohg the- '

The. succcedmg generatmns be- -
" came quite skilled at making amaz- ",

“ingly accurate. copies of the nrlgmnl
It” was. much- 'easier: and -

BRI
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. much faqter to make the coples and
“the %hc)wroom could be kept. filled,

whilé :a minimum amount of tlme--

was spent in the workshop. -

. Gradually the tools which' were

o used to form- the original symbols
were dlscarded ‘because they were ho-

" longer neeesspry The workshop

changed into a “type . of. assembly

-room, and evéen the original symbols
More
-effiment molds were made so that

 :symbols could be mpde more eco- -
o nomlcally and more attraetweiy

) Today if one steps into-the show-
room, he will find that there is still’

" great commercein the-selling-of sym-"

- buy at moderate cost’ today

were . sét. aside as dntiques,

. bols 'I‘he shuwrm)m is be'lutlful nnd

. N \\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\w\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\:\'\\“\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\&\\k\\\\“\\\\\\\\\\\\\g :

Orders from H:gher Up

It was thut hme of year agam l gathered ull the needed ma-" -

the symbols may- be purchased at'."'
reasonable cost. In.the corner of the .

showroom next to the doorway that'
léads to the bargain counter; one-may

see'a beautiful glass case in which are -
placed some of the original antique o
-symbuls In the case one. may read a.

sigri which states, “These are some of
the . ongmal eymbo!s which -were

formed in their crude manner by our © =

forefathers. They did an amazingly

" good-job with the ancient tools which -
they had. We have them to thank for -
these symbols- and now, thanks to-" -

"modern machinery, we don’t haveto -
-labor lohg and laboriously to produce -

the beautiful symbo!s which you may-

A\\\
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-tenal and headed-for the income ‘tax office. ‘A lady ‘quickly and -
- efficiently prepared my-tax return. She asked me if my church paid -
my social security tax, and. further infornied me that if my church
- would- pay one-half of my socia! ‘-‘;C‘Clll‘lly and. send it in, 1 would "

have to pay only the other kalf; which would save me some money

It sounded iike a very guod :dea l)ut I ]eame(l Iater she was in
“ . error‘nhout this. . .- - :
) : The next week 1 went.to. the socml qecunty office and the man -
-in chnrge informed me that the church cannot wtlhhold une halfof T
‘my social security tax like a business firm, :

Then he said something that thrilled my. sou! Although he.' .
_ gave no indication of ‘being a religious man, here was his state- :
" ‘ment: **‘Reverend, you are.not actually hired by the church. Whlle :
‘ they furnish you a home and pay your salary, they do not tell.you
“what to do:or: what to say-—your orders come: fmm hlgher up, 1sn t' s
© that right?”. " '
' 1-had to admnt that he was. right; and my eyes were mmst as I '
. thought ‘of my’ connection with the greatest organization-in the
- world, the Church of the living God. My church hoard, my district -
. supermtendent nor. even.our- general church headqunrters, tel]s

me what to say.

. ‘As'l ‘stand be(dre my nudlence each ume I bpeak orders (,ome ¥
frem hxgher up' ‘ : o

J K I* neNcu
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- work of the ministry!. Bemean your:
" work, .and you: bemean . yourself, If"

~.in the use of your time and.in ybur’
T planmng, that the work of shepherd :
~.ing the people of God is a part-time .

“alty. A good workman is known by

L only true in cabinetmaking, but also
“in the demandmg work of nurturmg.‘.

“The reward of a man who ennobles his
- fask’ is a noble people who will

adorn the, gospel of Chrlst

Ennoble the Work -_

h ]

And It erl Ennoble You

o

".,‘ o e s e . .‘... .-

HEN YOU MAKE YOUR o8- nmpor-'
tant it is hkely to. return the -

These words stood out to.me as T

o leafed through alittle magaziné en-
.. titled Cheer, whu,h a henefactor had =
.- sent to me:

How espeemliy true is- this in the .
you lmply, by. your lack of dlsclphne .
situation, you will get’ part time loy- .
‘the quahty of his' work. That is not

soulq - ,
Sermons that are thrown together

' on Saturday night bemean the work-. -
_..man, and ,soon-will be dtscovered in
“the lean,

ill-fed people rambhm,__
around” the church: A-good, sharp ,

- layman recently smd to- me. after 8

" Neil E. Highlolw'e( ‘
. . SUperintendent :

:.Chureh ol the Nazarene -

o Fetgruary.'1975"- _—

. Canada Genlral District ™ -

N

Sunday morning service: “I'like our: ©
“pastor becausé we get good spiritual

menat that lasts through the week,

-‘and that you can mull overlong after. °
"This is a witness . -
to a pastor-workman who has a hu,,h s
- and noble concept of his task.
" " Pastoral visitation that is planned '
and motivated by lovitig concern will -
* éhnoble_ the workman. It will also
‘return-the favor through people con-
" cerned for the success of the church.
" You-¢annot substitute omything else ™ . -
for regular. pastoral visitation without . .- -

the sermon’s over.’

bemesning your office and ypurself,

" Organizational finesse will- not suf- "
fice, nor will. promotional expertise. - -
* This kind ‘of “‘push-button™ leader-
ship will soon “misfire. Achurchboard .
" once - cumplmned that théir pastor © - -

had a: coneept that his was a coach-

player relatxonshlp “We don’t mind. -
- playing-the game,’ L
" “but we ‘don’t wanl, an - armchair- IR
coach we want a coach who is m the
" game too.”
" - Granted that in a larger pansh you :
“rcannot. maintain the same level of

" said the board,

intimate interaction with all the peo-

.. .ple that you can in a small patish. In

.~ 'the larger situation, pastoral visita- -
tion. will doubtless be a shared ex- -
: penence—shared through full-time" - .
agsistants or through lay leaders of

small circles of feHowship. But your

- approachahleness and your availahil:
1ty will be- ev1dent even in a shared_’

R
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< arrangement il you.truly -have -the .

Guality. of pastoral ¢oncern. Such a

quality will have comé from constant
training .in,’ the - context of interper-

torates, -

'sonal relationships in smaller pas-.
. Whether you ennoble your work or

;bemean it will be evidenced in the

Al

that ke

L]

- collection of ‘attitudes toward many . - :

details of pastoral experience. If you
- are careless in your appearance, you.

- cates.a sloppy spirit or. mind.

s  If you regular!y-cann'nt he “'h_(_n.;h- "
- ‘ered”. with the questions of inquisi-*
tive children, and do not have the

time. to bend your krees and get.

B down' to their physical level, you.are' - J _ 8. we
] . - - when we took away the credentials of
- ane of ‘our pastors for “conduct unbe-

' - 'not ennobling: your task. .. .

*"If you are grasping for more money,
- and forever are fatling to live within

.7 _your income in the pastorate,”then
"~ you are bemeaning your-task and

~ciyour calling. . oo T
:Perhaps there-is no more encours

~.aging testimony of a man’s ennobling

-of his' task. than that his pedple

“should say, “He is a.man of God."” -

This witness ¢comes only when a peo-

.. 7 ple are_ confident of their pastor's .
- © 'hold on. God ‘and his -hold on life.
.. Such a grip comes -not  primarily -
- . through study, or administrative de. -
~.velopment, or an_abundance of gifts ",
‘and graces—though. ail of these may

-contribute. Primarily it comes.

" through a’ deep ‘dévotional life; .an -

“understanding of how. to pray

-through, -a hunger and thirst for the '
things and ways of God. "This aware-~
ness of God isn't accidental. [t comes: -
through much waiting in His pres- .

" ence. In. the natural world; we be-

* come like those in’whose presence we

‘revel and spend much time, This is .
likeéwise true-in:the spiritual world. "
. " Theé reward of a man who ennobles. "
_his task is a'noble peoplé. A noble, -
spiritual people will adorn the gospel ./

o of Christ. .

i

Déar Son: .

" You know that the district honored -

yoirr dad by electing him to the district

“advisory boatd-—and I take that re- -~

sponsibility seriously.’ e
. But my heart wag grieved this weck

coming a minister,”? © - 5 S

1 couldn’t help hut remeniber. 15 -

years ngo when he stood before u gen-

--eral superintendent and vowed his fi~ -

dolity to morsdl integrity.- .-

‘Lalso know the. many people he has ..~
hurt-by :hits own selfzcenterednes. He _
not only erished his family, but tragi- -
~cally broké the 'c('mfifdnn_ce' of & congres
gation. It will take new leadershipand .
time to heal the wound, and there will .~ =

ilways be a sear, -

Mother  and I have been thinking - B
‘about you and Debbie. 'Femptations in’
".our socicty.are deceptive, A minister is

particulirly vulnerable. We pray for

-you that stability of c_iln;xiclcr and 8-
choly life. in "Christ will c¢ontinue . to . .00 7
" make you, the man and wife we know

you'to be. "

: "We are c_oming down to 'hexir' you
“preach Sunday. Warm miy heart with a
_good exposition. 1 know you can. -

'~ The Preacher's Magazine ..

)

-a difference] -

" bemean your task. Sloppiness-in . B A V_OW_tQ.Remem_bE_f!_ '
+dress or physical appearance ‘indi- R ' ST c

| Successful Ministry |§

[ and LOCAL

.EARL C, WOLF, Exocutive Dl,rectof
'DON WILGE, Offlca Editor .

o General Superintendont Strickland

= -..E—HE DEMANDS of our téchnological age have created some in-
{  teresting standards of measurements. Instruments-have been de-
H  veloped capable of measuring velocity, height, direction, depth,l
b thickness, eté., to a'microscopic accuracy: The modern computer:
is capable of calculating and retaining informatiop: far beyond
i the capacity of the human brain. I
" In keeping with our. scientific meaSQrements'w_e.have:_also.
increased our ‘ability to mieasure academic skills. Research into -
i modern_techniques of testing have set new standards for aca-
. demic training. In the business. and’ professional ‘world, new
measurements of siuccess have béen achieved, and _ne\w.deflr_l_l-,
1" tions have been ‘acquired which have created new.stahdards in.
1 each of these professions, -~ -~~~ L 0
" We face a problem; however, when we attempt to set a-
“standard of ‘measurement for the ministry.. It cannot be com-
puterized, nor can we apply the measurement. commonly:used
“in-the secular world. We.must remember that the ministry is a
calling as-well as a profession. Qur standards’ of measurement
i muit of necessity be telated tothe calling rather than to the
i . proféssion. Basic.in-the measurement.of the calling mulst_be-ghe :
| - ability of a manto preach the Word, to.encompass the salvation .
. of the .unsaved, to léad believers into the _expenenc_e:_of-san_(.:tl[l- _
| cation, and to feed the flock of God. From these basic functiong
B other measuréments are assumed: communication, adaptation, .
- personality, administrative ability, etc: These secondary charac-
4 teristics are not unimportant in the,meas_urg{nents_of.a su_(;cessflfl_.
i ministry, but real success relates to our ability to be__cc_)mg_ (_.‘.o_d_ 5
agents in the transformation of human character from a point of
‘need to mature sainthood. in Christ. Thistype of work cannot be- |

v

{ong-term,-patient assumptions.” - © . e
g”.Let u’spnot be weary in well doing: for'in due season we shall-
* reap, if we faint not”’ (Gal. 6:9). " -~ e .oa
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Currem Selecuon _
MOMINTS 10 GO -

l. Grant Swank e

Presen: itin pmyer meellnj, hour for }four laymen to ,

$1. 95 sor more (40% dtscount“) $1.17 each _
s 'Plus 3¢ per book for postage, =

-the ]ANUARY Ministers’ Book C!ub Malllnb

T 'Permml’ urchaw (ml
y.

NAZARENE runlr_sulNc'nou_sz o Post Office Box 527, Kansas City, Missouri 64141 -

s 'changed from this ane notification. .

Other
’ _:.(C|lp and send lo the General Secretary, 6401 The Paseo, Kansas Clty, Mo
64131 _

.

'.'.rpurchase o ‘ S T

. .For addmonal anformanon consult spema! flyer in

‘.'_‘PASTOR—-a Service'to You o - :
! When you change address, hli in. the form beiow and mall to the General
1 ZSecretary o S : ' : :
. Name ___ SRt Date of Change
- "New Addr‘.ess S SRRSO :
City - S S L ‘ State‘ . ‘,':, . _-_le._:. _
", Name of Church . o . District i
‘New Posmon Pastor{ ) Evang ( ) Other"" R
7 Former Address : -
o Former Church : : :
j oAl offrcral records at Headquarters and perlodrcais checked below wrl! be .

;'-».‘Check Hera!d of Hohness( ), Wor!d Mi&sron( ), Preachers Maga:rne ( ), -

’ -'.ClH .lqi f‘“ V

-
LA

B NEW TEXT R G

. "‘VUnrt 241a Teachmg Prrmary Chlldren L
© Text: Teachmg Primaries Today, }ones

Urge all primary. workers to read thtS new
" .book as soon as. poss:ble o

-+ CHRISTIAN SERVICE TRAINII:IGJ-

e

[



STEWARDSHIP .

. AS THE Sanhedrin was finishing up its sinister *
.+ =% 7 preparations: for, Jesus® trial before Pilate, weare . -
. told that certain mercenary guards began abusing Him. |
. In their spiritual blindness, they began’ hitting the

Saviour. . “They _blindfolded - him and. demanded, . =
-+ - ‘Prophesy! Who-hit you?’ And they said many other .
. insulting things to him’’ (Luke 22:64-65, NIv).* -

Can you imagine that! Insulting the Saviour! When . .
~you' think abbut'i'tﬁ_,the‘ scene’is almost too terrible to
- conceive. But it happened; and ‘it-still happens this’
very day. In-our lives-of Christian stewardship, we. . o
sometimes show signs of spiritual blindness, Pray that. =
our eyes may be opened, Our risen Lord should not be.

insulted by those He came to love and save.,

" LIFE INCOME GIFTS AND BEQUESTS

“for family and love for ¥

) . *Fram The New International Version, cu;jryrigiu ) 1973 h‘y New York
< - Bible Saciely Internaticnal, Used by permission.” o T

. *LIFE INCOME . |

© . DIVISION OF

. PAS O:R',—.-Ai'pla 1 ate-c’aﬁ ex‘p'res;'tﬁe dve

rite for free helpful information. - *
Write to: e e

" Church of the Nazarene
6401 The Paseo” - .
.. 'Kansas City, Mp. 64131
~ Attention: Rev. Robert W. Crew, -
w0t . Executive Consultant - 3

1

v hrist’s kingdom which have ©
' i n’s lifetime. Positive action is.
. grown during a person’s lifetime, Positive actio _

- necessary to make'a provision for the church. Do -
 you have families. who need information ‘and/or. L
;- assistance with their estate plans? Encourage them .~ . .-
e o

Div_isiOn.of_;Li"fé.;'.lncdirﬁé_Giftﬁs' and Béq'ués‘tlsr'_:l' S

tee
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Ing. A ‘_' .

You have the ”key" to your.l-

PASTOR' ‘church s interest in’ Alabaster_-“__jf'lfg

What dOes your church burldmg mean to you per-_'.

sonally? - - C oy
What effect has your tramlng m B:ble co"ege hadi _

“on‘your ministry? -

fWhat does your home (parsonage) prov:de for you?l

7.t NAZARENE WORLD MiSSIONARY SOCIETY

Do your part ._
to help your drsmct reach its goal'

Your personal apprecuatlon of these conveyed to’ your
congregatron can msplre llberallty |n Alabaster grv:ng

DISFR[CF (AMP/\IG’\J SCHEDUL[’ e -',- B

IR ARY

o Rock) Mouritain. )

' '\iorlh Carohna

COCTOHRIR

L cAlaska Sacramento.. - w7 Sauth Carolina . - -~ " Akron
- ¢ Canady Central . Sar Antonio oL ee o Southwest Indiana " Atizana .
Canada West . - Sgutheast. Oklahoma - - Tennessec.. Canada Atlantic-
. (Central) Florida -~ ~ Southern Florida © “Virginia . Canada Atlantic:
.. Central Ghio Scuthwest Oklahoma .- Wisconsin - T Jdoho-(_)_rf‘go_n-.
- Dallas . - “Southywestern Ghio . ) El‘lno|§ ..
Houston : Upstate New Yotk |« . E[‘R“ Michi ’ loplin . -
: Indlandpolus T - .Washingion Pacific, - !nstern- < |gan . Maine
: Kansas T West Texas ' . P\?\::oul v  Michigan ) R
1. Kainsas City “West Vieginia - Nevada[—Ula'h . Northwest - Lo
i l;xll:::::::l : MAR.(II S New Me':ito' ’ _Qr.cgon P'?-‘-"__i"-"‘. R
; MlsslsslPF: Elaban!‘ac tif ' - :D": Nkags‘:sh ' o w;l‘:’:\::i;ln. T
3 + Centra) California orthwest ahoma . shil :
3~ Nonh#lorida - ChrcagoCenuaE SoulhArkansas o UNLOCK DOORS .
i Northeast Oklahoma - . ' Colorado . - . . NONVENIER } .
% Northeastern Indiana .~ . “.pakota . . . A't - Canada Pacilic. - .
Northern California - -~ - fag Ténneyske 2 _ Soulhem Cal|lornm . ‘Georgia : ON THE M’SS’ON F’ELD
", Northwest indiana - .. " Eastern Kentucky SEPTIMEBER Hawaii :

“ Northivestern (linois

Northwestert Ohio

Kentucky ¢

©New York, . o

.- . " .Nebraska -
" NewkEngland . -

" “tos Angeles -

Pittshirgh. . - .

. 3»3.(){) Anm.:e.rlI'.S'ubg,(;r‘ipl,ic')rr.'lhr(ju:gh YourfLo'cal'-(_“hL_J_‘ir_c'h C
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. EVANGELISM -

- .

_pressures. The.future of every member of the family

e '.;*Movmcz Wetshelt

e Cop:es avaslable from

- NAZARENE PUBLISHING House o
P Q. Box 527 Kansas Clty, Mlssoun 64141

o lﬁBﬂ‘.',',;;."‘ s

ARE YOU I.E'ITING FAMII.IES MOVE‘ |

- FROM YOUR CHURCH WITHOUT R

MINISTERING TO THEM?

In nearly every | move there are posmve and negatwe .

wull be: affected hnancnally, socially, and spmtually

1 Call at the. home of .the famlly to discuss. the S
" move, You may uncover a serious problem.. -~

2. ‘Counsel with them about_their- ‘spiritual needs“ S

. which are being altered by the move. You might-

" ‘take" them the’: lltt!e book Movmg? by Eldon K
‘Weisheit.* . T

3 Send their: names and new address to’ movmg L
" Nazarenes” in care: of the Department of Evan-. -

gehsm We’ll send the mformatlon to the nearest

pastor

© 80 pages Paper. :

WORLD MISSIONS

Top 10 World Mlssmn Flelds

S ad

L,

npweﬂe?ﬁwﬁa

el s

A 4

o

‘7610"‘

6139
J 4595 -
L4117

13,695 -

3,598 -

© 2,708
25114

2,500

5428
L 4,037

'72050

73200
7200
. 6,874
6,547 .

'."Chun h Mvmbus]up o
o (does notinclude. probattonary) 3

' ,Avcragt Werk!y
Sunday School Alle ndnm ¢
1,747
9,500
.. 9,037
7,946 .

" Haiti ¢
.Kotea
“Peru -
Africa, Co!oured :

& Indian

Guatemala N.E. -~
Mozamblque s
 Swaziland '
Republtc,of S_,outh[ ‘

‘Africa:North

: Cape Verde: Islands“"
. Bollwa

1. 884 . ¢
Haiti . - O 2 ) 758‘-
Mozamblque C 3 398
" Korea . y 4. - 381
Japan, 5. 381
Bolivia B 34T
Guatemala. N E Ly oage
Peru . B 210
5.E. Mexico e T
’ Central Mexico™ -~ g 993 -
N E. MEXICO E o : 10’:_ : ‘_156

_ Annual.StatlSthSr 19_74_ —

m

Korea

' Mozamblque ’

Bolivia. -
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| HOME MISSIONS .. . . - . T T

? Lo
o . -
L

|

_".B}otb_,er]_i'.b'bd il

L \"-Sun_day,;"féb{yary’_l

6

g

om.éM}séjOQS?Sﬁﬁday- o R
| . February23 .

S 7 HOME MISSIONS:

© SPASTOR: -
- 'Now is the time to launch your church on a new -
direction in outreach ministry. You read in the Sep-
- tember home missions Alert about new directions _
" in urban ministry..In December you read about how -,
- “laymen,. pastors, local churches, and districts have . 0

* . “responded in reaching out in new directions with -

* the gospel of Christ. The February 12 issue of the - o

*.Herald of Holiness will have more news about new - - -
“ possibilities in outreach ministry..~ "~ AT
" ."You can be the person to put it all. together for. -~ - -

> your church as you lead the way on Home Missions. .

- “Sunday—sharing your: burden for reaching the lost

. by reproducing your church. in ‘a new neighbor- =
" 'hood, thereby multiplying the souls won to Christ. - .-

T
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" CHURCH SCHOOLS

SPRENG D@UBB_E HEADER

PAI.M SUNDAY RAI.I.Y
: March 23

Go for Double Vtctones

“Let s }ust prmse the. Lord '

- EASTER*—‘-:‘_?J R
March30 " -

and now you share hts new. | |
y lufe" (Rom. 6:5, TLB).*

PUT NEW LIFE lnto your plans

| Set GOALS—-— ASSIGN Tasks— Build. ENTHUSIASM_.-':. B

Make Easter A ngh Day

Check and cooperate wnth your DISTR!CT attendance plans._ AR

Please report both Paim Sunday and Easter
S attendances to your dlstr:ct :

o *The Living Bi!:fé, u{pynght €, 19?1._Tynda|e Houso l’uhhshers, Wl1ea}on, IL. U_Seld by nermiision. . o

- CHURCH $C_H00_LS;_ :

'-Cir(‘!v the (‘om'@aIe‘d-’ho'rr’ront'1! \?vnrt!a"‘for a mbswg("

A

QABCDEFGHHKLOMNPQRSTUVWXYZ&

~ABCDXLMPOQGYOURXQSTUFGHABQt;
“JABCBESTEHIJE/MGGSPQRSTUVWZ | -
{ABCYZWVUTSWEEKDAYRQPMNLOJK §
‘J ABCDEFGHIJKLMNPQOSMINISTRY |
| 1 ABCFORQRSTKLMNPQRSTUVBOYST |
N | { ABCDXANDXYZPNMLOKJICGIRLST §°
| JABCXLMPRSTKLQPMNISPMNYRLMX |
uiABCZYXDEFGCARAVANVUTSRQORX 1

g e

ECUADOR o ECUADOR 0 ECUADOR [ ] ECUADOH

- Most Churches Have' . R

.' ,-What’? o v . : )

: .Parnmpated in. the Chutdren s Offermg for Ecuador
~ Will you make- it-100 percent'? .

.There is still teme——-take this offerlng before your 1975 1_-
.. district assembly. ' L _
‘Send the offering to the General Treasurerm- Lo
“Mark it, Ecuador ' : S

~ Thanks. - =~ B
- : Bill Young _ N
_ Chudren s Srewardsmp Commrtree )

m .
0 .
- c
5
‘B
-
o
e
o
o
Y
m .
c
o .
o
=< I

| VECU.A.?JOVR: o -ZECU,‘AD:on * eouroon ;

ECUADOR 3 ECUADOR ° ECUADOR o ECUADOR IR
| T o Q.

._-d
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. General Appeal, Speaker A B C D F-

_Please complele this sentence . o
-1 wish “’Showers of Blessing” would: _

_COMM_UN!CATIONS COMMISSION (RADIO)

N

*" WITH.YOUR; RESPONSE TO:
Paul Mrller, “SHowers of. BIessmg

. On a scale of A (exce!lent) to Ffailure): please rate the followm;, “Showers of
" .-Blessing” program rrems. Circle the tetter. ‘ R,

. General Format- ‘A B ‘D F

Opéning Theme Music-: A ' B. C D . F

" Announcer A B C D ‘F.. .
‘Usé.of Scripture A B C D Foooo e
" General Appeal to Non- Christian” A B C D F _
‘General Appeal to Nor- Nazarene Chrrsltan A B C D F

Church’ldentification 'A 8~ C. D" F.

SpeakersToplcs A B .C . D_ Fooo.

- - - P RS

When dld you ‘last hear the. program? (Date)

_,PLEASE cuT our n—ns PAGE AND MAIL

6401 _The.?aseg, Ka_msasVCﬂy, M‘o. 64131_ T

* . i PR
.o L

(Use an addmonal plece of paper if you W|sh to Say more. Wé‘rc listeh_ingl)' o

-“uﬂnm-"“u-m“—_nuhmmw---u---m---nﬂn--mﬂ_““

] 0 EASTERN (ENC) -

YOUTH.

EQEJEWENG FOR

| mmm MINISTRY |

Why anothef workshop?

“t.is that God’s people will be equrpped o
do: better work for him, building up the
church the body of Christ.” " -

~ Eph. 4 12(TLB)*

-DISlI'ICt NYPS Councﬂs Youth Specrahsts Lay Youth Sponsors

and lnterested Pastors .
. .-attend the- REGIONAL YOUTH LEADERSHIP WORKSHOP

|nyourarea e el Lo

. D Vet

- oy, ooV ¢S
DISCip - SUag BN

TITHNG MiNistry, VAL

" March 10-11, 1975
. SOUTHEAST TING)
CaHaway Gardens, Ga

- March 14-15, 1975
’ -SOUTHWEST (PLC)
Las Vegas, Nev ’

February 20- 21, 1975 :
. NORTH CENTRAL (MANC)
Des Momes, 1a.

* February 27-28, 1975
'CENTRAL(ONG) . .
Kankakee, lll. .. -

 March3-4,1975 ”-_;March 17-18;1975
CEAST CENTRAL (MVNC) - . SOUTH CENTRAL (BNC)
Columbus Ohro : o ‘Lake Eufau!a Okl'a C
" March 67,1975 .- " March 25-26, 1975 -
NORTHWEST. (NNC)

: Lansdale Pa. -Bo:se Ida,,. :

March 31—Apnl 1, 1975
‘CANADA (CNC) . -

.frhe-livr’ng Bible,-c.opyrigh.r © 1971, Tyndale House !'ub.]i;'h‘e'rs, Wh',_.nlon‘-lll. l:r;ud b\_r pormission.
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. oo Each; $3.25
i B : B - Pusfpard. o

";COMMUNION WAHE

nnl tatmish. Trays hpld 40 gm\sug -

o Curnmumun Fray . E-500A « . E<S00AB’
7 " Commumon Cover® - - EsSoyA 0 - "E-501AB
Communian Base’ " E-S02A - E-502A0 -
-~ Bread Plate Cover* E-503A | E-503AB -
Bread Plate rSlacklng) E-504A" CE-508AB
- Broad Plate- | " E-505A, 7 'E-snsAn'
. L - Cdvﬂfs SOgtad wilh CISSas unr‘crss Armns spac Mu-n‘ ’ B
. \ : GU\G.[' —clear. founded inside, heoavy hm pLASIC -unbmlk abie. ixgmwmght noisilitgs,

Al b toms
N \/ © E. BG "1t lnn_:hes bigh
‘ . -E;M 1ta inches high -

U-165

WORSHIP IN SONG.
; ‘Ngwr Nazarene HYMNAL

# . Dress up yaur sancluaey
walh ul) new hymidals,
*" Adu to your - .
‘present supply . -

© Avadable n J-beauu'!ufpindingjs .
MB-280 Apple nm...gomm{punh :
MB.281 - Sasdle Grown —gotd |m;mn|
'Hu 252 1,||urqu:al Dlue —silvat ll'llplml

— A

" NOTE: For moro complalo Informatlon on abuve items, consull your Church
Ofﬂce Ccpy ot ouriatest ° Mnater Buylng Guide. sent lo- an chwches

ACT NOW -—-Easter w;l! soon be here'

'_ 'NAZARENE PUBLISH]HG HDUsE mn omu sox’ m lmas ‘Ciy, nmow um S

.o"-

SILVES. fONF

1210r $9.80 . E-169 - 1% mches h-gh '
" 12107 $1.80 . E.183 1 inchas high

- E-164° 1'4inchgs high' {DISPOSABLE) - 1,500 for §8.05
. [()MMUH'W‘ BREAD - Trin, -unledyened Setl-lm& F nur-ounce um spnm-, 1,000 ot more ‘4 '."
' Po(yemylem- wnar conlaine ht-ln'. hot freshness betwoeni u .

Box, §1.65

 Fidest quaty, t‘i:l#(sm'mshm and desq;n qu-rprmt resnslanl 1n0d<_1m1 fimish un ds 1o pnhshmg mu

_BRASS. IONi

“tlea

1 .

'.'CHOIR ROBES

. 2 tailared sly!es -
6 appropriato colors e

. S.popular sizes
CAslow s $10.95

- @:uom RDBE PACKEY

fion commitive. Prowdes labhe selec:
tar; A tyll-color gatalog on siyles.

far anmdhnn at NO CHA"G[ .

" IMMEDIATE M:I'ION' '

Tand 4 1a 5 weeks on CUSTOM MALE.

Cassure n:!rlwery tpr Easter

© Pettinent informaten lor chor .w!‘- .

colots, gizes, prces, and Instrdchons |
tar urrlmmg Avarlable upon tequost |

< M5 o taves ¥ werks lafter order v . -
reteved) 10 procesy HEADY MADL -

Cimmudiste  3thion i3 necessdry la'

§16.50

. 513.00
Cs10.00 .
©r%%.00 0
$12.715
$8.50 - *

-
“12'%or $1.80°
BLr4 5|.sq

* I sat in the business meeling claiming

- Ghrist’ s reconciliation for al! present

1

and to each ftem: of busnness presenled

"~ f'-We-’v.e.;C_omé a Long Wa y,f_ Brother

B U‘alNFb‘) Mth(.s hnvc nes'er hee

“‘miy favorite’ meeting ‘in the

“church.” I+ know - we must not - ‘he
-“slothful in business; [butl fervent in

: h[)ll‘l[ serving the Lord.” As for me, _
- I'eénjoy the “fervent in spirit” mueh .’
' more than the business bit.:

“ I recall when we used to have the

o rp_onthly business meetings: when the
" -total church decided if. we could.
~ spend $5.00 to'get the drapes cleaned. .

I'never could understand -how nor-

mully quiet people -in- teﬂtlm()ll}"-

-meetings ¢ould. be’ 50 elnquent in lhe
husmesq meetings:.

: One time our church 'was. lrymg ln_:
‘ deude on giving us-a $5.00- raise in-

salary. lt had been debated for hall

~ an hour, and my tension had soared
_‘and sagg,ed numerous times. A young .
" convert who had arthritis in her feet

Jumped up and wnlked out. She
“walked . two miles on-crippled feet
rather tlmn ‘iuhjCCt herself ‘to the

" ‘embarrassment. | decided 1. couldn t

- stand it.either, so I joined her:

l knew therc hnd to, be a waiy tb

7.1)

@

by

0

Pnslors wife -
" Falls Avenue C

Wastgyan Church ;. 7~
“Waterloo, 1a. ©

"F_ebr.da'ry. 1975

Rulh Ann Polston a

.r

"eﬂse a ilght qntummn, hut how’ lt'-

took a couple of ‘days to soothé my
.'_huqband and for him ‘to rcg,um h!H _

self-image.. s

Trasked: o vmm;, paslur s wifé how
she - mﬂnn;,ed She said, *I have.a '

"terrible time, but Ltry tosit, ekpress. .
sionless, with something like the look
. of a St.'Bernard dog, 80 no: one knows -

what I'm thinking.” That was np help *
atall because I'm just not gnod with.

faces. When Im under preusu‘re, it

shows.-

Then | rend The Mtracle Hand hy
‘Anna Mcthe I read how qhe had -
.used, Col.:1:20, **And, having mnde
peace thmugh the bluod of his, cross
by him to reconcilerall* thmm unto

himself; .hy him, I say, whether they 3

be thmgq in earth or thmgq in heav-'
N en Y.

'I‘he Lord revealed Lo Anna Mc
-Ghee -that. penw and I‘BLOI‘ICllmtIOH-
-were :already an established fact in '
the_death of Christ. All she needed

‘to do was apply it Dy faith to a pres-. -

ent need. She applied this principle
"'to a- Buddhist captain, and he grang-

" ed ‘her pérmission’ ‘to hold Chrmtmn J

qervrc:ES on-a ship.

. She applied ‘it tor a' raging.. ocean"_."j-'j_‘»
- which threatened’ the lives and com-
. fort of all‘on board 'I’he ocean be—_. '

came quiet.

llevmg if God closed lions' mouths,’
"He-could close mosquitoes” "mouths. - .
[ decided if Christ had reconciled. -

B everylhmg already, 1 Bhould upply it

She applied it to- mosqu:toes be- - -



K

~ to our: businéss meetmg—and espe-

- cially to one very vocal person.

1 sat in-the midst of the business’
meeting claiming Christ’s reconcilia- -

tion for all present and to each item

* of business presented. It was wonder-

ful how smoothly much of the busi-
ness went. :

ject to'all ihé details'which can, and
should be handled by-a board. The

congregation can keép to-the main

line of evangelism, Praise the Lord . .
. for this progress! But I have applied -
. the reconciliation principle in-many. "
-problem situations. It works! He has . .
‘made peace, It is already dOne Ap{' ’

e o R AT

"No longor is the total church sub-" ' proprmte lt‘ :

“Make It Brlei Brother"’

i By Rossw Haysllp

Georgq Washmgton and- Ben)mnm Franklm who were of tre- .

_‘mendous influence in gaining mdepcndence for thc Umted Stateq,
- were known-as ‘mén of few words. -

After Franklm returned from France to’ algn tlu. Declaratlon : '
- .of Independence, Thomas Jefferson wrote to a friend: . B
: *I served with General Waslnng,ton in“tlie legislature of Vir-

ginia’ ,before the Revalution] and during it with Df. Franklin in

~ congress. | never heard eithér of them speak 10 minutes at a'time, - :
-~ por in.any but the main point which was to dec:de the question, .
- They laid their shouldersto the p;reat pmnts knowmg thut the lit- - -

j tle ones would follow-of themselves.”

: . Moses needed only 761 woids in which: to give the ﬂccount of :
s ;:the story of creation.The Ten’ Commandments contain only 321

“words; and Lincoln’s Gettysburg address was ‘but 266 words. The -
Declaration of Independence that contained a new concept of free-

% dom was completed ‘in 1,321 words. The Evangehat Luke sum-

. marized all the, c:rcumsmnces connected wtth the bxrth of Chnst'

Cin 284 words. -

- How many tlmes do I waqte both wards and premous tlme -
" whenl standin the pulpit to. proclolm the Word of God! I'fail te "~
- realize that I live in an era’when my listeners are very consmous of e

" time, and gauge. theu' lives by clocks and calendars: .. . -+ '
o ¥ often use an excess of words to express a thought that could-
" be put in a brief statement. It seéms to me that the shorter the

sermon. thiat I preach; the longer time I must gpend in preparotlon

. “In the auditorium -of .the congregataon that I serve is alarge -
. -wall clock. This clock is directly in my line of vision asTstand be- - |
~hind the lectern. I can easily see it as I lift 1 my eyes. I glance at it’ ~
frequently while 1-am preaching. While I am ‘speaking to my peo-. | |
ple, the .clock 1s speokmg to me. It is qaying, “Make 1t brlef T

: brother

“*Pagtor, hrst Lhurch of lhc Nuzorene. I‘ucsun Am

" The Preacher's Magazine . -

" i inspired sermons were important

in ‘Bible times, they are worth:.

. preaching in thIS present age

_ The Importance of
o Sermons in the Blble

Bx Joseph T Larson‘ E

Sl s

ANY- SERMONS have been_ deliv- -

.ered - by Jewish' writers ‘and

Chnsman ‘ministers dunng the ‘past.’

© 5,000 .years of history. Some of the
L - ‘most enduring sermons are found ln,
o 'the Bible, '

. The longest- sérmon is- by Moqeq i

: _?‘Deuteronomy. chapters 5 to 26. It
" .-contains -532 verses, and if 30 words - -
Loowere, contamed in ‘each verse, it~

would contain 15,960 words Therg is

_ qcorcely space here to give its con-

tents, but i conmms “the second -
law,” -or decalogue: It was God's in:

- structions thréugh His servant Mo‘;eq
‘to the children of Israel. ‘

‘King David' was a psalm’ wrlter

" Many- of the. psalma are in poetic.
< -, "form,. but there are- qomwposaages
* .which might be termed sermons, i.c.,
Psalms 90} 91; and- 119, which is the'!'
) "longeqt one. It (,ontmns 176 verses

* .and is. a discussion of the Ward of
* God -ag related to' God's people.. -
' -The other psalms contain: praise,
" prayers, and thanksgiving, with dec-.
“larations of what. God has done for
- His people. Some of the psalms are-
" prophetical—like Psalms 22; 24;-72;"
- _and’ others. The sermon. element is -
. nof omitted, but performs a promx-'
Sl nont purt of the 150 psalms L

e '( hllplnln "I‘uc-\un Arlz

'February. 1975 ]

~Thé Book .of Ecclesiastes, or the
Pr;:ocher, contains 222 verses. This -
is almost entirely.a book of sermons.
Solomon wrate this book in his latter ,
years. He. discovered that in- the -
midst " of "his " prosperity there were -

. many thmgs which he pobsessed that
_were only “vanity and vexation of
spirit.”. The climax is'reached in the = .
twelfth chopter “Remember ', now
“thy Creator in the days of thy youth" '
“(12:1)5-

Truly eWm[,ehshc Sermons are

“seen in, Isajah. 40—866,: which con-. -
-tains 526 verses, .Or about 15,000
~*words. These.are prophetical and in-
- spirational as given by the Spirit of
‘God. Very few other Old Testament .
prophets have spoken so eloquently R
- to.a discouraged people, Israel 88 the :

prophet Iqalah A
"There are sermons i Jeromloh .

E?Eklel and some of the rnmor_' i
".‘prbphet.s

- There are,sermons gwen by Jesus, i

: Chrlst our, Lord and Saviour. Mat- .

thew, chapters 5; 6; and 7, are com-

‘monly - ¢alled the .Sermon .on the
‘Mount. They were given by Jesus.to

His*own dlsmples They 'supersede
the ‘legalistic teachings of the Old
'I‘estament,lqettmg forth' a higher .

. standard than any other in the Bible. "
_ Although the Church is not under law L

‘19
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"

‘bbt under grace, yet.thé principles |

“are applicable. ta the conduct of
. Christian people: The sermon con-
tains 111 verses or.about 2,000 words.
_This sermon surprised many’ of the
- seribes and Pharisees at that time,

“for he taught them “as one h:.l'.’ll’!f.,l‘;
authorlty,.and not as” the seribes”
Unsaved- men ‘capnot -
: hupt_ to llve au,ordlng tu surh a eian—

('Vldll T:29}.

dard..

Iesus ( hnbt ga\,e A very gnod ser-

. mon in th message to. His own :dis.
ciples as'seenin John 14; 15; and 16,
He affirms the reality ‘of heaven, the

personality of God, the hlessedness of
answered prayer,
presence of the Holy Spirit..
“taught the relationship of the

‘branches to the True Vine and .the.
‘necessity of ahldlng in Him for frun- -

lulnehh (John. 15:1-7). .

Jesus Lhr:at rew,als other teach-.

.IIl[., regurdlm, God’s servanis—how

the Holy $pirit convicts the unsaved -

of sin, of righteousness, and of judg-
ment (John 16:7-11).
CAruths-are emhndled in this excellent
serman,

“markable high- priestly prayer of

~John 17. This cannot ‘be excelled in-

.all hiblical: llterature 08 a prayer by
the Master,-

ST he Book of the ALM reveals Pe-' '

ter's sermon at Pentecost {Acts '2),
wluch resulted in 3,000 souls being
converted to Christ: 1t wis a° short
" but effective sermon. Tt pruved onee1

“for.all that, if the setting is proper, a
e ﬂhnrter sermon would hejue,t a8 effec~ :

tive nsn longer one, .

and the. eumfurtlng .
Jesus

Many other

It is followed by that re-:

P R

-propheéy of Joel and- of David.
* Christ’s crucifixion and bedily resur-- -

Lk

rection ‘were fulfilled in Jerusalem

" for the purpose of redempuon When
. theclimax of the sermon was reached,
- the people were* convicted' by the

Word of God and the Holy Spirit that
Jesus‘Christ was the Messiah: They
asked ~ Peter,-

“Peter” answered ~Repent, and be.

bapu?ed every one of yoiu in’ the

name of Jesus Chnst for the rEmlb~

" sion of sins, and ve ‘;hall receive the
*gift of the ‘Holy Ghost” (Acts 2:38).

The bettlng for this sermon was the

0l T estament propheey and Christ’s R

deathand reburrer;uon Peter stressed

- the péople's awful ;,unlt 1n rejectmg

Lhe true Messneh

* Good. sermong’ are found in the

Acts—notebly the one given by Paul -

~on Mars’ Hill'at-Athens (Acts 17:22-

- 32). Tt was very scholarly but seemed. -
-to_have produced less results than -
- some others. ‘Paul spoke of creatjon,
unity of the nations, dnd the- ﬁnal

‘judgment, which was guaranteed by

Chl’l‘-‘st 5 own re%urrectlon

and a host of others, We cannot be

wiser than God and His Word; or - .
wiser than the Holy Spirit, who in:. .
“spired holy men who wrote the Bible.
““To the law and to the testimony: i’ .
" "ithey qpeak ‘not according. to thls o
Peter used the hzstoneﬂl method ‘
He Hhowed the fulfillment “of . the'-'

waord; it is because there is no l:ght m

-Lhem" (Isa 8: 2.0)

. ‘Wedo not_ho'\'re' to fee('l‘.on_-the untruth and unreality of the )
. modern world when we: partake of the provision of His pasture. S
We are so satisfied that we do not look uround to see if there isa

greener pnsture

. .20 .

somewhere elqe. .

i ‘-wMendell Taylor o

“Men and brethren‘.
-what shall we.do?" {Acts 2: 3:) :

¥

R 5 1nsplred sermons “WETe 50 impor- =~

“tant in‘Bible times, they are equally
. important in this modern age. Shall
"we discount sermons as if they are of

little.value? We cannot disregard the ..
.sermons- of Moses, David, Solombon, .
- Isaiah, Jesus Christ, Peter, and. Paul

Tho Preacher & Megazlne- o

oy

- the author. quotes. something from.
Karl Barth that s rich. I pass :t,

. THE

Ty

RECLNTLY 'READ H Grady Davm
book, Design-for Preaching: In it

along for your consideration.

.- The text for the. remarks s irom .
. -Matt ‘11:28, “Come unto me, all ye
. that labour and are heavy .laden.”

"2.:: ‘Here's what Barth said:

" death,
. laden

“Jesus calls us to turn to H:m to

. God, to:our. own- hldden unknown
"Center and Source. Repentance is
* this turning. ‘Come unto me’

- “Jesus’ call must be distinguished

eimﬂmo @om

By €. NEIL STRAIT-

. Po:for I'rrylur Avenye Church of the Numrene Rarme wis.

. l’-’-".’f'aftl.’s: on 'JSS.US_' o

Conslder the Proce.ss of Pentecost :

" Zwhich was foyalty,-Nate Saint, T .-

“believe it was, said something about-

“discipline,; devotion, decision.” This-
.all 'spells obedience. Obedience was .
‘the process ‘of Pentecost. Without

loyal, obedient’ hearts,: Pentecost

. would have been aborted.

s

Consider the Possession of P('nte~ '

oostw—whnch was love Maybe we .

“thought. all along it was power, or - -

from - all - other. calls mcludmg the -

church’ s call. *‘Unto-me.

“Jesus: alone is for all men. ‘ ‘All ye)

- MJesus: alone seeks us at the point -
- of labor; burdens, failure, wrongness,

‘that labour and are heavy~' s
" The good news of eternal life' was .

- Jesus alone osks of us nothmg but

-to'come, ‘Come unto me'” (H. Grady
© Davis, Des:gn for. Preochmg, Fortress,

Press, 1958, p. 63).

1 thought these to, be rather exeit- ;
. ving - resumes from such an astutel ,
‘ schoiar .

Thmgs Overlooked at Pentecost .
To pr0clmm ‘something new about-

Pentecost is about like saying sorne-

“thing new “concerning Thanksgiving
“and motherhood=-it’s a subjeet pret- ,
"ty well covered.

Let me offer some posslb111t1es l'or
you to purs‘ue . :

. February. 19?5 T

tongues.-But first, it was a love for. -
“'the Master that- took them to the
' Upper Room. Because that love was

so strong and deep, their lives be:
.came channels for the Holy ‘%pmt ’to
bear impact on their world.

" Congider. the Proclomat;on of Pen—, --

tecostﬂwhlch wag life. Not ordinary
life, but life in and. through Christ. .~

their message. “The- proclamatlon of
Pentecost is- often .overloaked in our
discussion of other. things.

There's even a fourth considera- S
tion: The Power of Pentecostuwhlch:

was liberty. The hberty, or freedom,
from the old, {rom sin, and a freedom
for the new hfe in Chnst its power, .-

) 1ts cleansmg, its way

, Dmgnoals for the Church o
In an’issue of the New Pulpit Di- "~
gest, Bllly Graham tells of an invita-

. tion he had to write on the subject . -
- “What [ Would Do to Change the
.‘Church‘ " His’ eomments are worth.




. Chn‘st ”

L consndermg

“I would call the Church back

" to Blbllqal authority.”

2. “I would suggest f.‘hut every

, _member of the. church hegm whetre .
~ _the dlsmples beganm—at genume con- -
rversmn. o v

I ‘would teach the neceserty of.

the infilling of the Holy ‘Spirit—a
- much neglected theme in the Church
“today."”

In: regard to: thls pmnt Graham

said: “The Church today has all the -
tools for.conquest—money, edifices, -
,orgamzatrons, education, and meth-" |
" ods. But we lack the God- gwen spark
- -to 1gn1te these thmgs into a “spiritual
" “fire that could sweep the world and

help bring peace to our war-torn

.. -world. Thdt spark is the personal in-
o _ﬁllmg of the Holy Spmt in the life of
: ._’.every believer,”

“T.would cafl the Church back

“"to the Biblical discipline.” - -

. “L'would teach the centrallty of

,n.u

, Dwrght L Muody was mwted to Lonﬂon to meet a group of ;
o clergy ‘Some four hundred:-had gathered In his quiet, ‘quick, keen-

“I would cnll the Church i)ack".'
o the thrill, excitement, joy and ex-.
- pectancy of the Early Church.” - -
7. “1 would- call the Church-to a
‘new- relevancy. 1 would call the

Church to-a proper perspective. in

coming to grlpq with the etaggermg-'f" '

social evils of our timie:, e (l"rom Chal-

'lenge for Today’s Church, by Billy: % .
Graham, ® 1971 by the Brlly Graham -~ 7 o
, F‘vangellqttt Association.. U'-zed by '

permmmon ).

It would’ be ‘hard to lmpmve on. .
._Graham s dlagnoqls i

’I‘he Best ls the Wlll of God f L
I ran across these-words in The . ¢
'Royal Bank of Canada Monthly Let- ., |
‘ter. Thomas Carlyle. wrote them. . . -~ |
=*0f all puths a man could strike into, |
'-there is, at any given moment, a best - -
(.Qupted_ in
“Vision,, Purpose and Design,” The. - -
. Royai Bonk of Canada Monthly Let- "~

path. fdr' every man.”

ter April; 1974, p. 1.)

“You'and I knew that the beqt pathj o
:|s always the WIll of Gud :

* witted fashion, Moody answered questions for about an hout,: Then
~someone dasked the'question alwnys asked, “What's. your creed, Mr
‘Moody?’’ Quickly came the answer, "My creed’s in print:"” -
" Nobody knew of Mr. Moody having written anything. And thc‘ ;
" question came at once, *‘Where? What's the title of the book"" ‘And .
four hundred hands reached for foiir hundred pencils to write down

ﬁve

22

. the unknown tltle. Very quletly Mr Moody suld “Ieumh ﬁl'ty-three,' -

SRRt --From A 'I‘reasurv ofS D Gordon o

. - The Pronchor's Magazino
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Lookmg at 0ur Lord in Luke
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THE PHAYEH HABIT (5 16)

‘ -'.KScmerRe Luke 5: 12-16

. INtrobUCTION:. All three’ Synoptlsts re-
* - cord- the healing of the leper (cf. Matt. 8:-
- 1-4; Mark 1:40-45). But only Luke adds:
‘ "And ‘he withdrew himself into the wil-
‘ l_demess and prayed." As usual, I.hc ng
. "James-Version fails to bring out the full.
" fotce of the Greek tenses, Literally it says. -
" that ‘Jesus “was’ repeatedly (imperfect
" tense) doing two things: withdrawing ¢ and .
~“praying (both present participles of con-
. tinuous actmn} “But Jesus often with. -
. drew 'to™lonely places.and prayed’ "
"(NIV).* “But Jesus himself continued
- “His. habit of retiring-to Jonely spots and
o praying” (Charles B.: Williams), (Use‘
- ithis as text.) Both of these translallons :
- bring out the force of the original, Lo
g Luke's Gospel is pamcularly ‘the Gos-. -
..~ pel of -prayer. He alone records Jesus’
... three parables cn prayer (11: 5-8; 18 1-8; .
‘ __.'9—«14) He also six times menl.mns Jesus .
_ praying where:-Matthew and Mnrk donat. -
X 'We wnnt to look at these BiX puasugee

'From “The, New Intemauanal Version, cupynghl

“(CJ 1973 by New York- H]h]e ‘mcwty Intﬂ.mnlumn[
Uued hy permiumn ' L

K A'r HLs BAP-nsu (.3 91y -
"All three Synoptic Guspels deunhe;

. Jesus’ baptism by:John, But Luke alune
" mentions the fact that it was. as He was

. praying that heaven was upened’ and the
Hol} Spirit descended on Him.

Are all. people inoa, praverful mood
while they are being bapuzed' They |
should be! The lesson for us is that we

. should never be casual about- reh,;mub ‘
activities. A proper spirit of prayer can |
- 'changee mual ints a bacrament of dn me T

- blessing.

. ArreER HEALING THE I.z:ma (5:16)

" Luke, -the physician, deunbes _thu.‘_'

man as “full of teprosy” (v 12, ar Toov-
“ered*with leprosy’” (NIVj. Hie war an.
impossible case. Bul as w0on a5 Jer-u»_"_- .

spoke the word, “Be clean!" (NIV), the

" man was immediately healed. Such.a -
- .spectacular miracle, drew, great crowds
(v, 15). But Jesus kriew that He needbd 7/EE
© get alone with His Father and prepare for ©
the work ahead. H He needed to. bow.
" much more do. we'. [f great victories are’
"ot Tollowed h) quiet prayer retreate, we

shall find our power v.amng

111, BEFORE (“noou.w T™E TW; ELVE {6 ]'7} .
Jesuis knew that His ministry would be

‘.:hnef and that it would end-in disgraceful -

~Cerueifixion. He myst chouet -2 pucleue of©

By Ralph Earle

; Vrutansir of How Toglament .
_ .+ -Hagarene Theoingical Gnmmnry
LI l‘mumhly Mo a .

o ‘Febr_uar)‘r.’ 1075

. followers 1o carry on after He was gur.u.- "
It was important. W make tbe righv
" choices; for, humanly speahng. everi-

thing: would depend on .them: 50 He

o le.nl the previous night in prayer.

~The npphcatwn is obvious, We poed 1o

: pray very carefully beforé r.maklng 1he

important decisions of life.

IV, Besoue Peres's C»onm..mh I8 :
-~ One de) Jenus war prds_.{g in pmu.e SR

d-\-‘_‘
g3, ..
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and his' dlscnp]es were WILh hlm [l‘h(:n]

* he asked them, ‘Wha do the crowd-; say 1.
am? " (NIV).

Itwasa crucngxl turning, pmnt in Chr:st’

' mmmry Up to this time He had been

ministering Lo the multltudes~ubuqy ‘

teaching, ‘preaghing, - nnd healing,” But -
from now.on He would fajor on a pnvnte
mmtqtry to His disciples: .Peter's confes--

sion at Caesarea Philippi that Jesus was .
Lo the Mcssmh markpd the tummg of the

road, :
Prevmus to thl‘, t.he dlelp]eﬁ had
thuu ht of Jesus primarily as their Teach-

‘rom this ‘point they would realize

that He was the Mes‘nah of Old ’l‘eqta-
ment prophecy. .

" In all the great crises of hfe we need to
‘be especially prayerful. This-is the only

©'way we ¢an guard ourselveq agmmt muk- -

ing serious. mlbtﬂk(!‘%

A AT His 'I‘mmm.um'rfon (9 29) )
.~ This is” another crucial event thiat i§
“recorded-in 4ll-three Synioptic Gospels.
But again it is orly Luke that. mentions
Jesus”as praying when He waa trans-
figured. We have seen almost'a hcnvenly
. glow .on" some people faces when thcy
" came from their tryst with God. ‘Prayer is,

_-the greatedt single secret of lwmg the _

tranql’"p,ured life. -

\-'-

VI BFI-ORF TEACHING 'rm‘ me S I‘mwm

1)

‘ .|somewhut longer “form (Matt S6:9:13).

“. But it is.only Luke who tell§ us that, be-

‘-cause Jesus wag pruymg, the dmmpleq
- wanted to learn to pray.. .

“We too ‘may:incite othets to wanit to
pray by the reality and wirmth of our
own prayer life: People today-are hungry .
for what is ‘real and satisfying. Do they
"‘;en‘ie lhat we pnsae‘;s thm" :

_ IfcbnmryJ N PR
" MAKING. MOUNTAINS ouT- OF ‘
_ - MOLEHILLS (62 5, 9)
" SCIPTURE: Luke G:1:11 - -

lnrnunmrmm “The curse of Ie;,uhsm is:
“that it majors on minors and mioors on -

mujors, So legnlism is the religion of Tittle

- people whe have not grown hig enough Lo

L upprm lulu the lnr;,t-r llungq of llfe

T 24

Matthew gives the Lord Pruyer in .

I

. The Pharisees made Sabbath - obser-

. vance ‘one of the main tenets of Judaism,

~In the Talmud there are no less than 21 .
- chapters devoted to this subject n!onc :

The. teachers of the Law were more con-

cerned . with haggling over hdirsplitting
interpretations and applications of the’

tegal code than they were about devCinp
mg‘ rich spiritual character.. ;

Chr:stmnlty is not a religion of do’s untl '
don'ts. It is the religion of the heart. Its " .
central emphnms is love, not lega] rcgula-' o
i tmns . o

L. WIIAT Is. LAWI-U[ ? {v, 2)
“The disciples were. wu!kmg on a pnth

: ,through the wheat fields. As they did so.. B

y they plucked gome lmudc. of -wheat,

rublied themin their hands, hlew the .
husks away, and then ate the raw kernels. . . -
Immediately the - Pharisees challen;,ed .
(. . them: "*Why do ye that which is not law- B

ful to do on the sabbath ‘days?” Through -~

the telescopic eyed.of these legalists those
simple actions werg seén as_harvesting,

threshmg and winnowing. The Pharisees P
were really: muking mountains -out of . .
molehills, Legalmls lﬂ(.k i pmper r;enhe nt-. -

. meorl vuluea

i

1L Wio Is Lom)" (v a)

To ‘their- carping eriticism  Jesis re-

* plied, *“The ‘Son of man-is Lord also of Lo
the sabbathi” He had the uuthonty to . :
~declare “what was righl and what .was . -
wrong, If He uppmved of -His disciples. .

chewing wheat  Kkerriels as.they. chatted’
'_Wlth Him, that settled it ‘ :
“Whio” is more 1mportﬂnt Hmn' :
“what.”" The essential’ thing is to muke"',_‘ )
" Chrlst. the Lord of aur lives and then lét.
" Him be Lord of all in every activity, If He .
is: pleased, that is all that really matters.”
. Inthe endless rat race of modern living

many people long for_ *“the simple life.”

_ -'Fhe true secret of the simple life is a
. single devotion. to Christ and His will.’
"+ Only one ultimate question needs to be

aqketl “What does Jesus want me to do'?"

- I, " Wiiv Is Lu-‘h" (v. 9)

-A secand incident furnlqﬁed the occa-

_'sion "for further criticisny by the Phari-
sees. JAs Jesus was teachipg in the.

9ynugugue one Sabbath day, there was
present o' man with a- withered hand—

perhaps planted ‘there by Jesus' oppo- - .
‘nents, At any rate, the scnbes nnd

The Preachers Magazine o
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. 'Scnuvrum-, Luke'? 11 17 -,
- ~/InTronucrion: The! Gospels teu of three -
. times_when Jesus raised someone.. from
- the dead. There was_ the ‘case of the

" _daughter of erus. ‘She_ had beén dead

PU—

Pharisees were watching Him closely to -
. see if He would heal the victim on the
Sabbath, -so. that *they could bring a -
~.*"charge against Him. They were not there
i .. toworshipGod!

" Jesus ‘read thelr thoughts and inet

-.thmr chnllénge by’ nskmg the man to

atand up in front of everyone. If the.

L _critics wanted to see, He would make it
- pagier for-them. .

- Then He confronted the Phar:seea with

- a challenging -question: “lIs it lawful on -

the sabbath days to” do*good, or to do
evii? to save life, or ta destroy it?” What

is the purpose of life, to do ;,nnd or tn dn
' uVlI" Why is life; anyway" ) )

The Sabbath- was mhtituted to save .
“life, not to qave rellgmn God.is far more
“interested in people than in‘institutions.
.- The most important thing in. the world is
e human personuhty : .

THE COMPASSIONATE CHRIST
i (7 13) ' -

only a few ‘minutes, Here'we have the son
of the widow of Nain; He had been dead

- for just’ a few -hours, since: the law 8-
. quired that a person be buried the same

day he'died. In John 11 we find the rais-.
“ingof Lazarus, who hnd been in the L,mve. .

for four days..

o I COMPA&SIN(‘ THE Cmcumsmncua (v. 12)
* Five or six miles southenst of Naza-

reth is the. modern Arab village of Nein,

“situated between . Mounts Gilboa ‘and.
“Tabor, "As Jesus approached ﬂnclent.-', ) ‘, x
Nain, he-saw a funeral procession ‘emerg-
ing from the gate of the town. On a flat’

lay - the- lifeless body of a young =
B i Al bt s " " a woman is.not to be confused with His .

‘man. Behind walked the sorrowing moth-

er It was obvious that she was a widow, -

for no husband was by her side. It was

o also clearthat this dedd man was the only
" gon, for there were no other sons there to

c0mfort her She was a lonely soul,

e Fabruary. 19?5

- many months earher

" Not only wag’ she lnncly. buL she was
left without any means of support. In"
those days o woman “could-not take a
job.-This widow's case seemed helpless :
and ‘hopeleéss. -Many . of ‘her neighbors -

"sought to comfort her, but they ¢ould ot
-reach the depths of her sorrow, o

I1. COMI-ORTLNG 'ma Cow-orm u.s {v.. H)_..
When Jesus saw the situation, "He had

j'cumpnssum on the poor wlduw nnd said

l,o her, “Don't cry™ (NIV). . R
" That sounded like a crads, cruel ¢om-" -

mand. How could she help crying? She

must have looked at Him a bit stariled. -

. But in His face she saw divine love and -

compassion. We, can’ imigine that she
tried to stop her weeping. Little did she

dream that soon her tears of BOTTOW would ;-".-' _'

tum to tenrs of j ]oy .

~O I COMMANDING THE Com’sn {v. 14)

‘Jesus stepped ‘up. and touched Lhe

“bier” or crude coffin. The funeral pro-

cession came to a standshll Then desus
said to the dend body: “Yuung man, l sny

I tg.you, get up!-(NIV),

-1i telling the .mother to qtop crym;;

- seemed unreasonable, - telling - the dead -

man to get up sounded utterly ridiculous. -
But as soon ‘as Jesus spoke, the young

man sat i up. and began'to talk. 'We can .

well imagine that he greeted his mother -
wnrmly and also thanked Jesus, - - ‘
It is of interest to note that Christ did

not” ask this man to follow Him. His ! .
, ‘mother needed him at homie, and that is - "

‘where his_ first responsibility lay. Gad -
"doés not want us to render’ to Him money
or servmes wiuch are due our !oved ones,

: February 23

A SINNER AND THE smnoun
(T50)

‘ Scmm*unw. Luke’? 36- 00 -

IntrODUCTION: This anomtmg of Jesus by

anomt:’ng’ by Mary of Bethany, recorded

~in Matt. 26:6-13; Mark 14:3-9;-and-John C
12:1-8. That was in Judea, w:thm a woek

of His crucifixion. This was in Galilee

s



I. THe PENITENT WomMan (v‘.:.'.37-38-) -'

A Pharisee had invited Jesus to have

dinner with him. We have no way of.
knowing what his motwc was.

*Sat down.to meat” (KJV) %hbuld be—‘
“reclined at table.” In the betier homes

in Palestine the Jews followed the Roman

custom of reclining on couches’ around- .,

the table while - they ate m a lmsurely
fashion.

As Lhey were' eutmg, a proqtltute

: walked in off the 5Lreet—qumethmg that

could easily happen in that day In her.

hand she carried an alabaster jar of per:~

" fume, porhaps. one -of the: tools of her -
- tradé. She stood by -Jesus’ feet, which™ -
* were at'the outside of the couch: By now

‘she -was weeping, and her. tears fell on

. His feet. Stooping over with loving devo-
. tion and gratitude, she wipdd his feelx
~ with her long, flowing hair; kigsed them,.

‘and poured perfurne on them Everythmg,
on her part was o gwmg :

11. THE Cnmcm, Pmm;,u: (v .19)

The self-righteous Pharibee was l-ugh'ly' .

displensed at-what he saw. To himself he

~ “thought: “If this man were.a prophet, he - -
" would -know who is touching him and = ..
" 'what Kkind of woman she is—that. she i a

" sinner’”. (NIV).. - S
We- see. here the difference between

~legalism and love, The - former is con-,

ccrned about ceremonial séparation. The -
7 latter is enger to extend a heulmg hand of
: compassmn - :

III THE COMPASS]ONATF SAV[OUR (v. 48) i

“To get. the matter clearly before His
" host; Jesus told the parable- -0f ‘the two_
_débtors, (vv. 41-43). The first owed a

moneylender 5,000 denarii (about’$100).-. . -

The other owed 50 denaru {about $10.00).. ",

“When' they. cauld not pay, him back "he, e
- - " SCRIPTURE;

1NEB '

INTnonUCTlON s

* 1, Salvation by grate thruugh fmth u." :

umceled the debt,s of both.

Then Jesus-asked the’ Pharlaéc whlch"
.d(.bl,or he thought would love the ¢reditor

.more. As would be expected, the answer
was, 'l suppose, the one who had’ the b!g-
ger debt ecanceled” (NIV):

... The Master ‘proceeded to. make. the "
appllcatlon He reminded His host that
he had not extended to’ Him even the v
common courtesies usually given to'n -

_guest. "The Pharisee had not offered Jesus

“any water for washing His feet, but the =

pemtent prost:tute lmd bathed HIS feet-

with her tedrs. The Pharisee hadl not giver "+ - .-
Jesus. the usual kiss of grecting, but the -

-woman had kissed His fect. fervently and

cantinuotisly. It, was usual-{o put olive’

oil on the head of o guest, but the I’han~

see had omitted this also, In.contrast,. the - -
. woman-had poured perfume on His feet. .

" The language of v, 47 is a bit difficult

-.on the surfdce. -It scems to suggest the
: Romnn Catholic interpretation that her <
love was the basis of her forgivehess, But - -
v, 50 states clearly the Protestant, bib-
. Yical view-that salvation is by fmth Prob- -
~ably what Jesus was saying to the"
Pharisee was this: “Because the woman - -
loves much, you can readily dlqcern Lhat
_her sinis have been forgiven her.” v
With gompdssionate love Jesus then.

said to the womian, “Your sins are- for-
given" (v. 48, NIV). Whenj the “other.
“dinner guests comp]amcd qlleutly against

-~ His asserting such authority, Christ sent’ " -,
the woman off with thése kind wdrdh S

" “Thy. faith hoth saved thee; gd in peace

) —*the peace of forglveneqq S ’

The Gontmmty ot
Savmg Grace

By Ross E Pnce

the chiel theme of the biblical message. .
Of this the Law, the Prophets, and the':

- Writings all speak (Luke 24:44). )
- 2. The- unveiled mystery of God in- - -

forms us that “the unmerited favor of

.Gud"'m able to trtmsform rehclq 1nto'.".'
loyal Iovers.. -

"ﬂupcnnundcnl Rugky Mnuntum Dlntrlcl
Church nfthL Naznrcnn .

1Pet 110 12 Cf KJV undff N
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. -3. There is' nd man (unless he be rep-

robate) that is or has been totally devoid --

_of the. sweet influences of- this grace. -
- Even as smners it constrams us. toward
‘God, who would hnve all men to be suved

(2 Pel 3:9). : ‘ -
“ . 4. There is no ume in the history of,';
. mankind when grace did not urge him to

rupentance and a-quest for God:

- -5, Saving grace extends fram Calvary's -
C o cross bnckwurd through the centuries of
‘.. time to man's first’ disobedience (Rom,
* 5:15:16; Gen: 3:15), ‘and forward through
- remaining’ time to the ﬁnal consumma-
E tmn of all things.” .
.6, It may well be the sub]ect ufmqmry s
T fm: all who think and speak about rea[:ty _

L Tie [Nquun OF THE PROPHETS. (V. 10)

" A. They pruphesied of this grace. . . .
T 1. Moacq promised. it (Dcut 18: la, 30: -

2, Dn\nd aung of it (anlm% 110 72
61;-45; 40; 21;.18; 8; etc.).
© 3. Ieniah plctured the purchabe uf |t

' (52 13--53:12).

-B. 'I'hcy mqulred aboit thz.s aalvatmn

" its-time, person, and circumstances..

1. Its: 1dent|ty Is this salvation merely

-pohucal or is it primarily spiritual?.

-2, Tts -advent. Peters Greek term is -

W ka:rop indicating o point in time, a fa-
.vorable-opportunity, a likely:season. -

3. They pnndcred and - explored, llke
hounds scouring the countryside to dis--

~“cover their. prey. They investigated the

“hidden purposes of God: and, as God's

- spnkeqmen they pmd lheu' dcbt to the
- future. . -

Peter says, exedzctesan they scurched

. “out’ dlhgently, and exeraunesan, the.
; search was: intensive and extehswe

C. They were maplred by the Spmt ul

Christ. .
1, The Splrlt of (,hrmt is the Spmt of |

- Pr()phecy Peler calls it “Lhe in- thcm

Spirit of Christ." -
2. Hence it was the- blcs:.ed Huly Spmt

the Spirit of Inspiration.’

. 3, The Spirit of Revelation whlch deluu,
“makes -knhown' and de(,lurcs, su,mﬁe :
and points out and unto.’

4. Only the- indwelling Hoiy Splrlt can .
© . .give us true insights and undcrstnndm;,

as to-God’s plans and wishes,
leewme the effectwenesq of an evan-

‘ '_ Fabruary._.1975“ e

‘non, :
foretold His sufferings, but they visual-

* these-things glory.” .
“Ought not Christ [Messiah]-to-have suf- -

gellcnl ‘ministry depends upon. the Ho!y o
Spirit’s presence:and power. -

" D. They were conftdent that they were

‘predacnng Chrtst.s (Me.-.smh a) suffer-

ings. .
1. Peter's Greek tcrm 13 promartyrome- o
‘“fore-witnessing.”” - They -not only.

ized as they verbalized.. And they them-

-selves, suffered to forétell.

2. But they. also spoke of the succeed:

“ing glory, “the splendors to follow” ‘such’

sufferings. The Greek word doxas is plu-

‘ral, thus indicating that the glory was -
‘for both himself and others—"bringing

many sons unto glory” (Heb. 2: 10-11}. S0
the Greek reads: “the after {or following)-
And Jesus said:

fered these thipgs, and to enter mto hls

glory?” (Luke 24: 96), :
- Pathemata specifies °

I'erln;, of affliction;”
Dozxas indicates “alory,. magmﬁcence, ‘

pusqtonate suf-

_brlghtncss. pomp, anesLy, dtgmty, and
. .4 state of blessedniess.”

The glory. of unythm;, is'to ﬂccompllsh .
t.hc purposg for which it was intended.
. “Vicarious ‘pain—our Highest decora-

“tion™ (Mme. Chiang Kai-shek}.-

3. Is suffering the road to glory?. Yés

not only for; our Lord, but for ourselves. -~

It is"the “red road’ tn royaity in ng,~

j dom cumepts

I DN Thcy knew H:ey were scrumg the

- nges ‘to come. | -

Ao Revelation i is- not for 5elf enjoyment‘ :
but for.ministering (cf.'y. 12a) *“Not unta
‘themselves, but’ unto us . . . {who have]
. reported unto you' (KIV) “!t was dis-
-closed to them "that .the matter. they

' :' trented of was not for-their hme but fur' '

yours” (NEB).* - .
. God’s true messen[,ers are “channelb :
of truth.’ '
L2, ApDhtOllC successors to the propheta _

! hnve passed-on to you the torch of truth,
_ “Which [things] are now reported unto

you.”! _Anointed by the Holy Spirit sent
down fmm heaven, these, eyewntnesses of
“the prnplwtlc lu}fllimentq have * ‘rospel-,
izgd” you.. c

‘l-mm The New English Bible, ® the Delegates of '
< the Oxford University Press und the Syndics of the

'Cambndge University’ l’rcs» 1961, m'm !hepnnted'_

by pcrrrns-non ]

.
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1L Tm‘ SmFuuNGs Dl-‘ THE S.wmun (v
1)
AL The suffermgc of Messiah

1. They were faithfully predlcted ‘Isa-
inh writes as if he. were standing at the
- Crogs watching Him die {cf. Ps. 22:6).

a1t behooved Messiah to suffer (Luke :
“. 24:46). To die and rise again, thus dem- .

. onstrating’ His  lordship- of-life. Repeat-

“edly "Jesus Messiah had. predicted His -,

doming agony. (cf Mark 8: Jl 39 10:33.
a4).

- 3. Peter now sees clcarly the plnce of

~ suffering in. our, salvatlon (Lf I Pct RELE
"3:18; and 4:1-2). :

B. The subsequent glory
*1. His finished work -

2. His brmgmg many sons to salvu-'

tion

3. His fmmdmg of u new mcc—the re-’ it

dccmed

4. His" relgn us ng of ngq and-_,'

" Lord of Lords -

-.h. His wrestlﬁp, ot- the km;,doms out of

the hands of Sntan -
2 G, “The my.stcry rJfgodlmess

" 1."The way UP.is DOWN. Szllvatron is

_ ‘both- -mysterious and glorious,.

2. What .a- display of ihe divine per--'_
fcctlonq God 8 work of redcmptmn really =

IIl Tur WrrNEss OF THE Aposrus (v 12) '
-A. The Good News of [ulﬂllment they.

haue announced tous .- .

A What ‘the _prophets’ predlcted the
: upostles witnessed _and_experienced as.
‘ cyewntnesscs of hlS mn]esty" (2 Pet l
- 16)..

' 'I‘hcsc upmtleq ware. not mventorq or’

- fabricators, hut faithful “reportcrs," hig- .

C tormns, “witnesses; narrutmg, each in

-his own manner; the memorable events

of that marvelous -biography, as he was -
illuminated and. reminded of . thcm by

" the blessed Holy Spirit. -
2. Grace transformed thom and Pente—
- cost empowered them. T hey have apenly

~_announced this * ‘good news” in the power

of the Spirit.

‘B. Through the Haiy Spmt :

1..Here is the true means and mcdlum
~for evangelism. - :

2, The heaven-sent Admmlstmtor nnd
Sanctlﬁcr of Christ's Church is the Spirit. -
3. 'The supcrnaturnl Enabler for Bu-

: fza-i

-

‘ pematural achlevcment and.. announce-

. ments--is . the Spirit sent down from
- heaven.
4. He ig “the true Interpreter of pro-

phetic ‘utterances and of supetnatural .
portents. ‘Pentecost is the soquel tothe -

Son's mvcstlturc "——Chndw;ck

: v. 'PHI'“ CURIOsmr OF; Tm-' ANGE‘.LE: (v -

126) . e
A.. Watchers from annther world

1. They behold how God prowdcv. re--

demptmn for a:fallen race. .

2. They marvel at how God’ uchlech :

“gelf-chogen holiness™ on the part of les- -
_ser belngs than themselves. . o

3. They observe the unvelhng of God’s
- reversal of Szltan § ruvngcq in Hls crea-

tion. . . L
- B. Bcholdmg a twofﬂld myt.tery S
fishness

‘.r

w1l| of God supremely -

So.God’s great redemption fills evcn
the angels with wonder and admlmtmn

salvation, surely we, mortnls ought tobe.

“While the, world sinned’ and 'slept, Infi.
nite Love prepared its Saviour, who by .- -
His suffermgs would dchver man from o

“hls Jove.of smmng :

: CONCLUHEON' S
'1: Petér . would ‘bave us. know that all-* .

the ages of time focus upon us; thc recip- -

“ients of this matchless grace: . .

“The: prophets foretold it.
The Saviour provided it.

1t
“The nngels attended it. .

And, thank God, we who do. heheve e

have received-and obtained it! -
2. Salvation by grace’ through faith-— :

© thig'is the mystery of God and the r‘evc!a- :

tion of His grace,

3. 0 man, dre yuu rendy to sUrrender '

to this grace? .
. No' other name- mcans salvatlon'
":No other Savmur may be had! -
Chnst Jesus is your only Hope' L

T Thc Preachers Magazlne )

B Y

1. The- dcpthq uf humun sin und qf.-'I .

7 The - grﬂctoumess of Gods dwme o
redemptmn through'a suffering’ Saviour, .
“who ‘sought not His own_ g]ory, but thc :

© 3. They tieheld how the spccmclc ofa’ .
.suffermL. Son of God prompts others to -
- surrender to the grace of God, .

If they are interested in_God's ‘work of

b T e s i b a5 : .
i S i gt i - ; - -

'I‘hc upostles w:tnessed and proclalmed . :

" Fobruary, 19;5' ;

. BULLETIN. @8 BARREL

TV PSALM :

The TV.is my. shepherd; my qpmluul S

gr()wth shall want. . .
It maketh'me to sit down ﬂnd do noth- .
ing for the cause of Christ, because it :

L requireth all my spare. tlme it keepeth

_ AN OPEN INVITATION

) Doh t stay away. from your church

. Because you 'are poor, (Therc 5, no
adl;nmsmn charge.}

- ...Because it's rmnmg. (You go to
) work in the rain.} - ¥ B
. Because it's. hqt (bo is thc ‘goll

7 cnursc)
. Because it's: cold (It’s warm and

ship.)

.‘Because you dont like the min-

- ister. (Hc 5 hum:m too,)

T e Becnuse there are. hypocntcs. .

“(They. are everywhere.)

Bccnuse you-have company ‘com- o
ing.” (Bring them . along—they'll
‘ndmire your loyalty and goodness.) -
e ' Beciuse you have plenty ‘of other..
S ', " days in the future to nttcnd (ARE ‘
Lo YOU SURE")

REMEMBER
Always remember to furget )

The things that made you sad, . -~

" Biit never forget to remember. _
. The things that made you, g!ad -

Always remcmbcr to forget E L
"The friends that proved untrue, . -
But never forget to remember
_ Thase that havc stuck to you

Alwaya remember to forget .

The troubles that passed away, o

But never forget to remember -
The bles‘smgs that came each day.
: e —Sclccted

Idleness is the hotbed of temptatlon,
the cradle of disease; the waster of time,
-the eankerworm of, fehclty To him that

" has no.employment, life in'a little while -
will have no novelty; .and when novelty

" is laid in the grave, comfort wtlt soon fol

. Iow ‘ : . L

3 '.——Selccted- B

" me from doing my duty as a Christian -
ecause it presenteth so. many programs -
__'thm. I must see.

It restoreth my. khowled;,c of the things
of the world: it kecpeth me frum studymg,

- God's Word.

Tt leadeth me in lhe patlm of fn:lure to

-attend the warship seryices.

“Yea, though 1 live to be. an hundrcd 1~

_shall keep on viewing my TV as long asit
friendly msldc your housc of war- -

will work: for my T'V is my close-compan:

‘Tion;, 1l,q sounds und plcturcs, they cc'mfnrt
. me. ‘

qt preqentcth entertamment befnre me -
and keepeth me {rom domb 1mportam,. B
things with my family. :
It filleth’ my head with’ ideas which
differ fmm thcse set forth in Lhc Word of

" God. - LA . )
Sur(.ly llttlc wood’ will coine of- my life "
becnuse of my IV, which offers me no* .-
“time' to do. the will-of Ged: and I will

dweH in apmtual poverty forever. . .
) F—‘Thc Flamc

I R TR

4

A man. wmpped up in himqulf mnku ) .

| “ pretty smuil hundlc S

VT # .

- GIVING GlFTS A
. A poor, blind woman in Paris’ put 27

; francs into .a plutc at a mnss:onnry
: mectmg. -

' "You cannot nfford S0, much, xsmd:-l

" one.

" *Yes, sir, I cnn. ! she answercd On I
bcmg pressed to cxplmn. she said, *I

am blmd and I said to my fellow’ strnw e

workers."How .much moncy do” you

- spend. ini-n year for oil in your lamps
. when it-is too"dark to work: mghts"'

" They rcpllcd 'Twenty—scvcn franes.’

" - “80," said the poor woman, I found

““that I save s6. much inthe year because -

I am blind and do not need a lamp, and

X give it-to shed hght to the dnrk hea-

thcn lnnds." P -
——Selectcd

29
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AMONG BOOKS

Canduclpd by lha Edllor

Al books rewewed may be:- ordered from
o your Publlshmg House

P

Compctent. Mlmstry ¥

: By Mark ‘A, Rouch ‘(Abingdon Press,
1974:-190 pp., blhhography. zxppendaceq,"

index; paper, $3.75.)

) The -author . for e:ght yenars has - been‘l
> dlrector of Continuing: Education, Divi-
sion of the. Ordnined Ministry, of the

~ United- Methodist church. His~ lmnk
. shows a thorough familiarity with this

_ many :sided and mushrooming new field.
‘ Cﬂntmumg education is defined as “an.
individual’s personally designed learning
program which begins when hasic formal.
-education énds and continues throughout
* a career and heyond " Its components, -

which should be syszemahcally linked to-
gether, nre ' personal study and reﬂec'tmn

and partlc:pnuon in’ nrgunimd gmup'
- . than basically - good and his effort to,

understand a,gehuine biblical approach. |

events” (p. 17).

T'he author outhnes the prme% of qelf- ‘
_qtudy and of formulating a plan. He does
) this in relation to. various chronalogical
* stages in one’s averall’ ministerial carecer, -

He then pinpointa available _resources,.

. .Both those available to the' man who can-

" not' go away ‘and those available to the

.one who can. He frankly and very help:-

“fully comes to grips with. the hard reali-,
O ties of fmmly, money; and time factors.,

.. The drgency of continuing edumtmn‘
' for the minister i in the seventies is'seen in

its relationship to competency, and its re-

_ latmnab:p toa gmwmg prufesqmnal effec—
‘tiveness. ’

RICIIMH) S 'I‘M'Lou

Relutwlsm in Contcmpornry
-Christian Ethics

By Millard dJ. Ertcksan {Baker Bouk .

-‘,.House lQ'M 17() pp '};,} 95}

30

) -tmn to evnngellcal eth:cs

~ et

lnﬂuenced by develupments in phymcs .
‘mathematics, anthropology, tigher criti-. .
cism, and existentialism,. ethical- rela--
tivism has had a profound mﬂuencc upon

both society and the Church. Its method-

- olo;,y, sitation ethics, has made inroads
_into . the modern mmd even thaugh the
" furious debntea concernmg it have sub’

sided, -

and readable, “clearly. presenls ‘the-ideas

-.of Fletcher et al., examines its assets and

linbilities, and- sets forth “a - “principle

-ethic”” which avoids the legalism Fletcher
" fears - without floundering upon anti-
" nomianism. His awareness of the com- .
,‘plexity of ethical-decision, his insistence’

that man be considered: as sinful rather

to ethics make. thig a-valuable contribu-

(}Eimm Ru-n

We Huve Thls Mlmstry

“By: Leanard Grszlth {Word Bnok‘;. 97‘!

Cloth, 122 pp., $3.95.) - .
Wnrmly written" and illustrated from

contemporary litérature, this is-a.series ~
+ of lectures delivered in Little Rock, Ark.,
~under the aponsorslup of T. J. and Ine.a o
Raney. An impressive list of lectures, by . -
. the way; havc appeared in thss series dur-.
'.mg the .20 years or mofe since’ its in- .
~ception, including Roy Smith, Ralph

Sockman, George Buttrick, Raobert Mc:

 Cracken, Gerald Kennedy. and ; Elton
'lrueblood ‘

‘Coming through is'a clear caII to the

_-Church o™ ‘returni to |tscumm1tmcnt and - |

. The Prqachqr s Maga_zfng

Enckson sdtqcuqslon both learhed - . -

s b .

" press.

1974251 PP,

; February_, 1975" -

" to fotlow the.only way i;o renewal.” The -

author, the,pastor-of Deer Park United
Church in T'éronto, sees that way to be in

obedience to Christ in the carrying out-of
"his mlm‘stry to men as they are nnd where
'they are.

UM

Sermons for :
Holmess Evangelism

- By (: B. Williamson (Beacor HIH I’rcqs :
N .of Knn‘aﬂs Clty, 1971
S B1.50.). o -
= Ten excellent sermons on Lhe themc of :
" “holiness-are presented by one of the out- -
-standing holingss preachers of this gen- . .
“eration. In’ a day when good Imlmeqq,_ o
literature i 15 needed as never hofore, itis - .
“good tosee a volume like. this come off the -
The sermons are scriptural, they -
are clear, they are interesting, They will®
appeal to .Christians. who have not.yet.. =

Paper, 91 - pp,

entered into- the. experience” of entire
sanctification, .and also those who are

- mature. Christians will find in them a
: Jnynu-a renlflrmntmn nf thclr faith.

R M'

Fmdmg the Old '[‘cst_nm’en!. =
: “in'the New ~~ .

By Henry M. Shires (Weqlmmster l’rcqs

%7 .)U ) . .
: Occasionally there Cinmes ta one's desk

_a book which® has the touch of a real re-

searcher: This monograph is of that class.

Inv this fairly brief study, Professor Shires
has ammassed organized, and digested .
" a'great deal of material, The 11 ‘appended ..
" tables; llstmg cntatmm .on. such . sub-

jects ‘as “NT Fulfillinent’ of the OT,”

“Apparent.. NT Coniradictions of the

| SOT,” 0T Parallels- (othcr than Psalms)

to the Teachings. of Jesus,” represent no

resitlt: -
. is challenged to work through

dences. T'ables are nppended g0 that such

‘uddmonal study may be- eamly undern

taken

332 pp.;

’The value of thls hook hes in lts hnnest
atlempt to investigate the relatmnshlp of

“the NT to the OT by working from the -

New to the Old; in its illumination of the
usages of the OT in- particular parts of
the NT; ag in thi¢ case of the Psalms; in -

‘its ready nckriowledgment of lhe ‘theolog-

ical and proclamatory purposes of the NT' -
writers in their citing of the OT and in

- its rich underlying biblical- theological in-

terest. [ suppose with respect to his last -

_point,” somereaders -might. leglt;nmte!y 5 B
- agk, #'Do the author’s theological biases.
control his conclusiony?”” For me, there- .~ -

sponsc to thc query would be “No.” )
. WILI ARD H. 'I‘.m (m :

’I‘he Cnse for. -
I‘ntlrc Sanctification .
By Pasca! P. Belew (Beacon Hill Prctﬁ of -

: Kansas City, 1974..79 pp., paper, $1. 50.)
/This is the kitid of book pastors can - -

pive to new converts seeking to under-

-stand “the: Wesleyan doctrine” of entire
“sanctification as a second work of grace
“wrought by the Holy Spirit linstanta-
.- neously by faith. Author Belew, well
", known. for his rich’ miniqtry as a holiness -~

pfeacher, presents o “solid, sane, scrip-

tural” primer on'the doctrlnc. to lmrrow ‘
- .the-words of Dr. Fletcher Spruce. There -

is a clear definitive explanation of the
m'eaning of terms, a discussion of holiness:
in the Old Testament; and a restatement

~of -thé ‘basic. elemeiits of the doctrine.

- Chapters on “Sin and Holiness,” “The
-Witness of the Spirit,” “Christian Per- - -
fection,” “The Spmt filled Life,™ " The -

Gifts of, the Spirit,” and “Entire Snnctl-.r .
fication as a  Consistént. Experience’ -

. make this book a fhust for those who'seck. -
' better understundmg af "this . cnrdmal‘ :
‘ doctrme : " . '

small effort. Predictably, this volume will* -
. find an- 1mp0rtant place in the history of . -
’ "New 'I'estnment lltemture, and will be-.-.
. come an’ mdlspensubie tool for.the com- -
“ parative ' study "of the Old and New:..
, "[‘estaments Shires is hopeful of this very’
““The - purpose .of -the present
* Writer w:ll not have beén met unless the
" reader .
- the pnrtnculnm of :further - correspon- -

A M
. The Lord of Glory .
By Benjamin.B. Warﬂcld {Baker ‘Book " .
House, paperhack teprint, 1974, of'a 1907 -
edition by the" Amencan ’I‘rat.t Somety '
index, $39 1) . O
This is the first in a series to be pub-’

Tiskied by Baker on “Notab[e Books on’
Thieology' as reprints of-earlier works on .

Christ, thé Holy Spirit, and the atone-

“ment. Ralph G. Turnbull, who played a

- large’ pnrt in an cnrher series, _“Notuble -

At



- pswellasa er,npture mdex. :

S

‘Books- on Preaching,” ihtroduces . this

"volume as an example of books oh theol-
" ogy that can “feed the mind, fortify the

faith, and freshen the work’ and worship.

" . of miiny who need and desire thcologrcel
instruction.and illumination in our age.’

" This book -presents the author's: dlsrus-_ :

“sion of the diety of Christ based on-'the
writings of the New Testament nuthors,

" and has a comprehensive index of the’

biblical names and referenées- to Chrrat
. 3 - !l'- M-
B Liv‘ing' Through Loving

By. Lestie F. Brande (Concordia. Publish-,
ing House, 1974, Paper, 80 pp;, $1.75.)
-Thirty-seven selected’ chaptere from.
the New Testament letters are depicted -
by the author in his poetic style. This is -
. not a. trene!utlon, nor a transhterutton..
. but a clear accent dn the- power of God’s’ .

“lave in- hendllm, “the  defeats and- dis-
. couragemeiits of life; The- little hook is
“an’ attempt to unite the inspired Word
. with. intensely. personal confessions of
" faith. A devotronel help ,
, HJ.>M. _

- CoMIVG

next month
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“McCleery, Rte:

Preachers Exchange

FOR SALE—_Br'incal Illustrater in, 57 .
“vols! {last vol.-a complete index) Like.
“new. $125 for set (cost $275' new).— Hnrry
- W. Glgspy, 300 N. McKean St., Kit- -

tanning, Pa. 16201 (412-548. 5707).
FOR SALE—The Message of the Manger

- _+and Other :Sermons About Jesus, J. B.- .
Chapman; Epistle to the Hebrews, Wiley; ... -
« Theological Compend, Edgar P. Ellyson.

All for $5,00. plus postage.—W. C. Em- .

berten,' 2624 Blnnton,. Dallas, ~ Tex. -
- 15221, :

WANTED— Good used set uf Wesle s.
Works in 14 vols. Also.a 3- vot sel. of
Syistematic: 'I'heolo!.y. by’ Wlliaum B!

N.Y. 12134,

®The Empty Tomb L
.- The tomb where they burled Jesus was -
@mpty on that first Easter morning, and:"
it speaks todey of our rlsen Lord

OThe Pastor: - U
‘Man of Great Inslgnitlcance : ‘
Beglnnlng a-series on-pastoral mlnistryl =
under the- general heeding “Call to' Lo
Servanthood"

L Pentecostel Power ‘
A conternperary lock at a timeless"
truth the awesome power released at .
. Pentecost RS '

ODeveIopmg Seul wlnning Skille ]
No need for shortcuts and easy.gim- -
. micks-if a few- tested and true princi-
pies ara remembered '

The Preacher's Magazing

A3

~Pape. Also Vol. 1 of Richard Watson’s
" Theological Imtrtutr.-s «-Rev. George H.
1, Box-310, Borthvnile_ ‘

A

There are’ no lﬂymen on . the subscnptron lrst ol' the -

g Preacher's s Magazine. This is a.fact’ most of our readers '
“know, and-one ‘that has its advnntageq for thie. preachers we
 serve, the most obvious bemg that we have saurces not shared:
by them from which we draw. ideas. But occasionally: this .
" causes 8 certain amount of fruatratton, as mtght be the case -
when articles such as- Mr. Nelson’s appear (p. 8). “Why,”. o
-son;re mrght ask;
-.membere never read? It should be said to them, not to us.’
A good pomt But the answer is, The only wny to reach them .
is through thelr pastors-—you and you and you. You may- take. _

“print this artrcle in a magazine. board

any and all- “emmumtron" you_can find in thrs periodical .
and use it in any way you. choose. Use it in your messages; -

_“'work it into your prayer meeting talks; copy and dtetrrbute
..it'to your, members (if it might help them) orlend your copy
. 'to'a hoard ‘member so- that he can read it for himself, Weare.. .
. limited.in how much we can’hélp | hrm seemg that he'is not a-
" reader. You. are not limited, however in ereatwe ways you -,
“might make uise .of anything you “find i m these pages that he
rieeds to know. When we plent a seed we know we ‘cannot _
'weter, we know you wrll be there to follow through untrl God ;

" gives the incréase.

) Yoi]rs for SOUIS, S




