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The Ahblography of
_Modern Man

o Tm WORD 18 NOT FOUND in the dlcuonary At leaqt it is nm. in the
- Webster's Ncw Analvtical Unnbmdged Dactmnary 2 z%(){) pag,eq"
"m‘{ inches thick.. o .

. But it slmuld be added o that g;gant:c co”ectmn of dehmtmm

for it is one of those expressions which dE‘sC!'lhE v-*.omethmg as real as. -

mght or day. Alibi is there, defined as an excuse. Biogmphy is included;

meaning life qtnry Autobmgmphv of" courqe means. the hfe storv as .

. " told by oneself. :
" Why ahouldn’ 't thert, h(. somc word bUCh as- ahbmgmphy, to dL-
“note the endless string of excuses and alibis that are uqed by the modérn

S man to'tel] his life story? The recurring note, like the repetifious twangs -

ing of ‘one.string on a secondhand cello, is the ahbl—why the mistake
Cowas made why !he duLy was nm performed whv the sin. was com-
. mitted. ‘ ‘
B {1 startéd wnth the flru.t ‘man, (‘on!mntcd by God after hiq act of

' ‘.'_'dlsodelence Adam ‘offercd as his defénse, “The woman ‘whom thou

“gavest to be with mie, she gave me of:the tree, and | did eat" (Gen 1 12},
-What a convenient excuse! “My wife made me do it," - 0
. James, Hamilton wryly suggests thils is one reason why everv ‘man -
" should get ‘married. There .are some thmgq you can't blame on .the
. guvernment' Or anything else So we continué 1o find it easy to hlame .
.- our wives for the deeds we cannot explain to our satisfaction. o
‘Furthermore, Adam offered a subtle buggesuon that’ (xod lumselt‘;
_‘must take some of the blame for the sinful act: **. . . whom thou gavest.
"to be'with.me.” It was Your idea, Lord, to put me to sleep and take out
- my.rib.. You starwd thls whole sorry qtate of. aﬂ‘alm when You made
. Eve.. : e
o Any explanatmn at all wnll do cxcept the one Whlch puts the focus,’ g
"right where it belongs—on the self, :
“Eve followed the same pattern Her story reads “‘The qerpent be-
“guiled me, -and 1 did éat.” This i |s un ahbl heard otten in these modern
tlmES.,“The devil made me do’it.’ _
Aaron s attempt to mdke excuses lor the g,olden cnlf that wasf-

Suptembor !974 C Lo . B R B



'féllsliioned by the ]Ql‘heliteé while MOSés was on Mount S_iﬁai isoneof the .

" least credible of all the alibis in"human history. He expected Moses to

believe, “Fsaid unto them, Whosoever hath. any gold, let them break it - .
off. So they gave it.me: then ¥ cast it into the fire, and there came out -
“this calf” (Exod. 32: 24). Would’ you believe an excuse like this? | cast_

the gold- into the fire, and cops! this calf came out. .
. Apparently, the human mind has a tremendous ctlpamty for bL—

. lieving its own rationalizations, even when it is obvious no one else
- does. There are people. wday who seéem Lo expect everyone Lo helieve
their explanatmns denying the: acceptance of -the biblical account of "
- . creation. One is reminded of Aaron as they declare, “There was' this =~
protoplasm and all th:s wqmu, ener;,y, dnd ]0 Lhe universe huppenui-
* into existence.” ", ... :
o In His parable of the talents, Jesus portmys the Ien rth‘; to wlmh
~ some men will-go in their attempt to rationalize their failures, The ser- . .-
" vant who buried his talent expialned to his master: “Lord, I knew thee -

Ath(il thou art. an hard man, réaping where thoy hast not sowri, and gath-

S A

ering ‘where thou hast m)t strawed: and I was afraid, and went and hid

thy talent in the earth.”" His alibi was an insult to the character, as well .

~ as the mt(,llu,ence,‘of his lord. lee tnnny nfhp, kln(l today, he: hehevul .

* his own lie—but nobody else did.. o
~God has_to-be patu,nt ‘and’ merufui is He hqtcns to- our chuaes R ‘

"Everybody does-it.”" He hears that one every day, We'scein toseeitas - v v -

- absolutely unthinkable that- anyone should cxpect us-to.he different. A

* gimilar pattern of thought suggests’ the excuse,

“"What did you expect?”

. . T'his kind of logic sces the intelligence of the accuser as the real culprit.

" Anyone who expected uny other. actmn nn our part is susp‘nct ‘Who does I

he think he is? -
An ‘alibi often’ heard thesc duys is

Thereéfore,. exoneration is expected and’ blame removed because

“of .my humamty, or because of my perslmahty, or: my herLd;Ly, or my

" ;environment. So don"t blame me.

-

“That’s busjness” or *“That’s life’"- su;,g,eqts an easy way out bnwd _ v
~on fate itself. The- rLsponslb;hty is there nut herL 'l‘hgs is the way Llunp,a :

are, 80 why all the fuss? *

- How-refreshing it must be to Almlg,hty (.od when He hears; us Hay, L
- as the ‘retirning. prodigal said, “Father, 1 have sinned.

- worthy”! How:dear to His. hearl must he ‘men like cihamgar for one: .
‘example, who could have seized upon several alibis but would havenone * -+ -~
".of them. He “slew of .the Philistines six hundred men WIth an 0% ;,oad B

-] am not

and he also delivered Israel™ (Judg 3:31). ,
This farmier could have said he was not trained to ﬂght let the

Vso]dlers do it He could have retreated hastily on the grounds that he was . .~
outnumbered 600 to-1. He could have offered as his excuse that lie was -

not properly armed. We do not expect. men to fight Phlhstlnes wuth ox

- goads. But he scorned.all the alibis and stood his ground. o
. And.so let us do; thnt, our hfe stones may not sound hke al:- L
blogmplues . . . T L
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_ Nobody s purfet.t . 'I‘he gualty E
" ‘one avoids facing his puilt by’ saying, in effeet, Let's not talk about iy °.
‘gins; let’s discuss the shortcomings of ‘the w}m}e human race; Similar
E "thmkmg results in such excuses as “I'can’t help it” or *'I didn’t ask tobe-
“ . born.”

r;then

.. A awakened church will be fruitful
~until Jesus comes. Serenely confldent
- m her Iove she will overcome B

[ The A kaWNd

Awake awakc put on thy strength O 7wn put on thy beaut:fu[

."-.gurments 0 Jerusalem, the holy city: .

.‘Shake thyself fmm the

.. dust; arise, and:sit down, O.Jerusalem; lome thyselffram thc
2 bands of thy ncck () captwc' dnughtvr of /lon (Iqa ‘)2 1 2)

'I‘he ﬂncmnt coins ut Lhe H(,hn,wa g

- “depicted Israel as a captive maiden—
 laden - with chains," defiled by dust.,
- —sgeated under an uhve tru: in dejec-
~ tion and-apathy,

From this famlhm figure lsamh'

.drew _his stirring’ appeal. '[oday, a8
. -the Church'needs an uwaken-
. ing. God's ‘prophets need to be. the
- type of men who know haw to awaken”
" . the Church. People with an airy op- .
. tiniisin . often decry: this awiikening
- mebeﬂge They label God’s pmphels
. as “depressive personalitics,”

‘_truly spmtuul person reserits” an:

“awakeéning” message. Can any‘can-

 did and knowledgeable person argue

. that the Church does not desperately.
.. need this in our dﬂy" To the modern
- holmess church-—aq to unuent lqrael ‘

by
L. w Nonhrup

qu Mulhodlsl
© Evangelist o
" Stanwood, Wash, -

' - $eblémber. i97_4_ S

“but no’

A

© expects ‘us. fo face our spiritunl cap-..
fivity with determination;'and mar- :

shal the ™ nécessary energy to .he.
= likerated. The will .is- the supreme - ~

5

._God to shake us;

v '\ .
i e
——the pruphet hm some pung(,nl -
dlrcctwc% ' L

) “Shake lhyseif' !

- The commandments of Gnd always
lmply free.moral agency and the pos- -
sibility of. compliance. ‘We wait for -
-when~ God ad-
monishcs us'to- shﬂke ourselves.'God
i3 not responsible for’ nur"apathy He

. moral. factor of the soul. It is the de-- )

~-ciding factor: Exert it to the iulleqlw_
“Shake thyself.” The will” can - be-
. tembly feeble on moral and.spiritual

igsues. The bnlvatmn ‘of our eternal

souls depends upon the employment
- of all our powers. It will not'be easy: . '
~bécause we have formed the hﬂblt of .-
‘neglect, We have cultured a spiritual
stupor. by inaction,- but it’ can be ..

. done, for.“_it_ is God th.at wpi'l;et'li in -

: _‘ﬂYnu."

'-“Ansc, and blt down”

These might seem to be coﬁﬂ;ct.mg

"ideas, but they are not. The Church .
'.‘1s to sit in the heawenly places with'

3



1T . '
] .

" Christ--her proper position. But she
*.-hasg left-the throne for the street, the.
: dem()n_strati()n of the Spirit for dem-

“onstrations in defiance. of the pow-

ers-that are ordained of God. She.is &
“captive of:the confusion ‘that reigns.
“The redemptive’ note is muffled by -

- the mucnuq cry-of the clashing Fnru.\s ‘

of an age-in revolution. Her enemies.
would- persuade her that-her God- s

- 'dead 'and-that her mes*;up,e is_ir-

. relevant: By déadly | compromise her:

" enemies’ would lure her into the de-
, ‘lusmn that the ngd()m in- Whl(h

she is destined to rule is the. kmgdmn
of secularism. But there is hope in
the prnphet s appeal. If the Church”
will arise and sit down with her Lord
in her rightful position of uuthunty

-.as co-régent with Christ int the. heav-

' “Loose thysell’" '

enlies, again, “as.in other dark'days of -

- her hlamry, the endq of the enrth

shnll see salvatwn

“startle a great many holiness people.
. A watered-down version of Wesleyan
theology has embraced many psycho-
togical terms that empty our theology

of its true promise of spiritual. free-

dom. We have drifted so fal toward -

Calvinism thﬂt wo put up with the . -~

“old" man”

. off.

) “Put on thy btrength" '
“The -strength ‘of the Church is in ;

- the “Holy. | Spirit. .When the Early

Room to-wage war against paganism,

it did- not put on. the strength of -
political allmnces, secular programs,
or pontilical” hlessing. Without the -
active direction. and leadership of
the Holy Spirit -there would have -

- beefs no Book ' of -Acts. Our lalhers
may.: “have- been deficient in some

- Hreas,

“but. they kuew where " their

".'stren'gth lay: The humble: men and

) Spmtual frecdom was once lnghlv

> prized by ‘the holiness church, For-
e tlnb.frecdom the fathers  paid the .
-heavy price of persecution and ostry-

cism. - Their children have “almost

- forgotten the meaning of the. word. If .

spiritual - freedom - is ad\rocuted or’
preached, it is regarded as associated

- ‘with some fanatical or foolish dis-
" play. *The bands" of our necks have

choked out the notes of victory and

- the expressions of our glorlous l"ree-

dom. The quietness of death reigng in -
our sanctuaries, and we havé many. -

substltutes for " qur. once. treasured
- freedom. Some rejoice that the.old .-
" " era has passed- -and that we can now:

worship the Lord without uneasiness

- or'embarrassment: T heré are count-
less others, however, who hunger to -

~hear the victorious responses,.and the-

'trlumphant note of deliverance, and
. to experience’ ‘the, waves of glory
* They still believe. Kthat the fire is the
- attractive element of Christianity. A
loud and’: ferverit

“amen” would -

4

‘nication,”

" of other terms are only an exercise’in = - ..
semantics unless we put on" dur
Strenp,th—the Holy Spmt '

pew——worshlppmg in: small,
churches,
“secution—knew . from . whence- their
help came. They did not. major-in
minors; they: majored in the Holy

- Spirit, With all due regard 1o the de-.
mands imposed - upon ' the mudern ‘
- holiiess church by a changing so-
- ciety, -pur imposing buildings do not-
.guiirantee 'a revival. Qur: mcreasmglv .
complex educational structure,..our’, -.
. highly trainetd m'lmalrv. our.attempt -

. to-wring a little more’ mileage out of .
tmposm[_, stntl:,tu,s. and torealize.our -

. mission through promotion, our end- "~ -
-“less streams of publicity, are not the = -
strength of the church. “Projecting = "'+
our image, L

R E R

restructurmg our or-
‘relevance;” “commu:
“‘encounter,” ‘and a score

1. ‘"

g}mizat’ibna,

" “Put on ‘thy beautiful gnrments
The beautiful garment . of unity. .. .
. 'Chr:stmn umty ‘may, éxist Wlthout IR

Thb Praacher s Magazlne :

instead of puttmg htm o

. Church surged forth from the- Upper . -

. women of God, in - ‘hoth’ pulpit .and - )
frame ‘
‘often under hltter per: I

- ecumenism,. It hm yet to be proved. :

" that’ any church merger has béen
~ statistically profltable Merger often’

destroys personal initiative, so vital -

- lo-progress. It sometimes results only -

. in ‘more ‘protesting splinter groups.

“The ‘weakening of - denominational
“loyalty signifies a. wcakenmg of ‘the

. Christian.. faith |tsclf Merger. 'may -
" lead to ‘the ‘development. of totali- -
~ tarian “power structures?’
"ty is of the Spirit—and exists with or
‘without organization.
'u)nfurnuty, nor is it uiiformity. A‘ .

: unity -may“be only an-

.- uneasy. facade . for’ misgiving, - .
pramise, and frustration. The record " .
- of histary shows that the same Holy

Spirit who unites’ churches also di- ..~

_ vides them for the sake of -a purer”.

_“faith, a more vital spiritual life, and a -

"more ‘effective -witness. T be’ one
* does not - necessarily: mean that all’
“need to be alike. 7 - o T
- " The beauttful garments Of holy .
.- living. 'The fathers ‘spoke much of -

“'separation. The holiness church to-

" rl\

Unity is not.

“structured”
com-

duy would: muderatc rather than ac-

-+ centuate its “differences. "It is. fas{
. erasing its distinctives, The gap be-
. tween holy principle and holy prnc-:

" tice is widening -alarmingly. To win™
the world (so the argument goeq) we.

must not’ mnke the mistake of ap- . Your power and grace.as 3’0!1

 pearing different. While the cry to
- conform is raised, however, pahamqm L
is" sapping our life away. Let us. -
%rengthen the things that remdin.. 7

" The beautiful garments of evan-.

-~ gelism. The disconsplate .maiden to .

whom ‘Isaiah spoke had lost her .

" vision-to be a light to the nations.

“What is more bedutiful than an evan:: .
gelistic’ church" She faces her day -
with courage. She defies the erosion

. of seculurism. She overcomes pagan-

~ism- in the. power of- the Primitive

Church, She is not-confused as those .-

" .-who-are wandering-in "the ecclesmstl~

-cal underbruah trylng to define the -
' Chureh q‘ “mmlon

. _Saplem_ber, 1974 '

until Jdsus comes, .
. dent in her Lord, she wilt overcome. = ' -

rue uni-

Dvangelmm m‘ ‘

this_'_ church’ _stréa ms like light from,
the sun. She does not say; “Ye must . .-

be,” but “Y'e' SHAL’L BE wit-
nesses.’ )
Such a church w1ll be in business

Serenely. confi-

R

Pastor s Inﬂuence

E .You sumd tall -

. Measured “by His ututurc
. I'stretch an iptoe '
: (l‘hough I'm. so small}
And iry to mateh your he:ghl
‘But | eaniiot reach you.:
.- Yet it helps me. g’row
" 'To try e

' You yun abesid

" On this holiness highwuy

I run to cateh'up
" But stumble and fal},"
“And find you have gnnc
~ Andther mile _ L
Ahead of me while . -
1'get-up to '

- Run again, _'l '

You fight batfles
WhllL‘ others only watch.
And wonder at the strength ™ 7 7

- With which you wield the Sword,

'Gain the victory. -

" Your God shines lhrough nnd
I-find myself wnnlm;,

- Te prepare -

a 'I‘or hnttle

- You soar nbove lhe helghlq s
- On eagle’s wings. .
" The mounlams drop o
- Beneath you;

From cnrthly thinis.

1 see you up there nml
T want to'learn -

“To fly. :

' I‘umnu CUNNINGHAM .

Wn!tm asa tnbutr' m flev. Poris McDuwoll
wha has had o tremendous influence on my l:fr -
s wpll as on umnrh-v. nHurs o

“"The winds lill you up, nnd uwuy S N E



‘What has come 1o be- called "world, """foreign
and “home" missions’ are all equaily sacred,
-equally part of the Great Commmsnon and

~equaliy. needed

=

The Comm:ss:on

o DI o
. C”“N s LOMMIbE:l()l\ is st:ll pru,cnt
' and. potent: R

2. have all duthomy

percent. Therefore;" on. the: bpsis of

vou go here and there and into’ ajb the
- world, make disciples of all peuples

“... .. baptizing them in the name of the
N Fatﬁer and the Son and:the- vHoly .
Spirit, teaching them tor observe -all-

- that T.commanded you. And [:am
© with you all the days, even to the cnd
- of the age” (Matt. "8 18- "U ,duthor s
* paraphrase).

. The ¢ommission, mmple vet com-
‘prehensivel Make disciples . . of all :

Two -aspects, of Lhese pres-_

. ent (md potent words of Jesus: help: us
Tt gain a mmprehenswe view of mis-

peoples:

. 510"5 .

First is an understandmg u[’ the

commission itself, The commangd is

to make dnc:ples “There are. three’

stages. included. in Jesug’ cnmm'md
sharing the Good News "“as :you go,’
- “haptizing,” and * tedchmg

‘Saviour.
comm.md us s:mply to go, He said
“as you go” or "havmg gone.” The

truth is that “going” can be'a ‘:Uh*'--_' our word ethnic. The word is ethnos =

cdnd it meantl rally “a itude"
focus must ever be on the act of dis- -~ itera ly mult

cnp[mg and not only on the activity of
going. Jésus.will commlsqmn some-to-

stitute: for’ making disciples.’ The

. take thelr "aq you go Tevangelism to
*] _u:,lnr.,.(fhurth of the Nlltﬂre-rie.. Stdrling, (‘p[q, )

BN . By Randy Mlchael‘ -

, gwen tn h
me {rom God, My Father. It is just as-.
. effective on earth as.in heaven-—100"

: they.” wulked

In or-
- der to make dlsmples one has to be ~
“where people do not -know Jesui as -
However, - Jesu‘; did: "not. -

r:uuntrlu dr(mnd the wm’ld He com-
- missions most of us to dlsuple ‘others
'rlght where we are, ' :

After the Good News is prodmmcd
and people have bclleved they neod- .
_ tobe hdptued as a sign of t,he new life

- My authority, you,’ My followers, as

t}wv have in Christ. But’ dlsclpleqlup

involves more than hearing the pos- .
- pel, believing, and heing -baptized.
‘Discipleship - is - “learner-ship.” -So  °

those who have 11wrd ‘believed, und

been-baptizéd must iearn all thut Je- o
. sus commanded while here on- earth. -
~Jdesustook three years with 12 men—= - _
talked, dined, “and °

journeyed together. 'l‘emhmg a. per-

“son to.be a disciple takes time. Dis-

cipling demands -that we “involve
ourselves in people’s lives.and teach

Chr;stmn life.

The second aepect of the commls- :

them all. we-hdve learned about the "
Saviour and lnmu1 for Him. This -
:teaching of ‘all that He commanded ~

- us involves What we are as well as
. what we know. The new disciple is to .-
learn from ‘our lwcs how tn live thu'

sion.is seen in the word which is often -

is the word from which we. received

form from the Hebrew can-be trans-.

The Preacher 5 Magazme

transtated riations. We today thinkin
~‘terms of hationalism—political; geo-.
graphical orpanizations~-when we
-hear the word nations. However, this

“or “company of people.” The plural -

‘lated peoples as d:s‘t:ngu:shed from.
the Jews. With the _coming of Jesus
and then His commlsswn it came to

it

. mean simply those multitudes of -
- people who have not heard. It may be
- an ethnic-group in vur own nation or’
- people -of ‘other nations around the
. “world. Tts rightful emphasis is'not on-
. race or national ¢itizenship. lts em- .
. phagis is on their not having heard
. the_good news of Christ. Christiahs
. are rcsponuhle to. Christ that-all peo-
- ple-everywhere .may hcar the ;.,nsp()l "
* . ‘and become disciples:’ -
- Pnui went to, Phlhppl and Greewr
“. @s 4 missionary. In-subsequent cen- -
. turies missionaries took the Good
. News.into northern Europe and the
“British Isles:; Then colonists came to
-America from “the Old Country,”
brmglng with: thc!n Lhc meaq(lgc of
‘Jesus - Christ. We' .
fwm'ld are the prnduu, of missions.
We, in turn; have continued the mis-"
. sions “effort;
\ _'wtedly

‘the’ Western

vnp,nrnusly and dedt-

Now ne"Western uv:lliulmn dcu)ys

" _and doors to nations close, -God is
sending forth missionaries from

- what 'is “'foreign’ Tor _
“sions to some is “home” missions to .+
" others. And this reminds us that in:: ©

~ God's eves a person without salvation .-~
" in His Son is a mission field.- 7. "~

Thoughts of a Young Pastor

-.sinners. All'week people had l'aslcd and pr:ucd for a real outpuur- e
. ing'of the ‘-mlru of God. Yet na.one had come to the altar. '

mlsaloned ‘areas of the world, b()m(, ‘

" coming to Amenca and other de-

veloped . countries to ‘do missionary

-work. In Korea a Foreign Missions . -

Association has been formed, and 100 -
Korean Chrlstmm;'_ ‘will* move into <

- ful)-time missionary serviceé as soon
as they receive needed lrfunmg," {The. -
Church Around the World,” Octaber,
’ 197§ Vol. 3, No. 11). Uptm reﬂectlon
-"‘(me realizes that.one of the zm;)hcn—
tions of these new missionary efforts
“by people dmund the world is that
‘world” . mis-

So_Jesus’ words -are present and

putcm ‘and are a command to be ful-

filled—~make disciples of all peoples! ~

 What has.come to be called **world,” .
“formgn " and “home” missions are
all equally sacred, equally . part.-of
Lhc Great. (‘umnmswn,-dnd equally -
needed ‘ o : .

l{evwnl is over, "The ev:mgcllhl and the quarul “ent lmmc ld‘:[ e
night, 'l‘lum,s arc very quiet it the pursonage. : $
’ 'l‘hc messages and the musie of the weekend preaented tlw gos- 8
- pel in'such o way that tears were in the eyes of hoth believers and -~ - § 7~

After the Sunday night service I feJt as though all-the énergy |

'werc drained out of my body. I'was crushed with the burden for the

- lost sheep in my flock: 1 kept asking myscll‘ Whal is it going to™
lakc" Why do pcuple refuse to aceept the love of u personal God?.

At lhnt time the Lord entered, my llwught paucrn. “Lauren,”

‘He said, “the price has been paid; nothing more can ‘be done. All -
"the prophels in the Bible have slrugglcd with the. same guestions
. 'you are-asking, Some w1ll he lost. If that is what lhey want, T will.
abide by their decision. chp Tasting and prnymg. preaeh My Word - -
‘ ‘wuh all your heirt, Seme will be saved. Eejoice in that fact.” '
.~/ I'lonked atross’tlie table, whereI:feit my Lord was sitting. 1
- amd “Thnnk You. Lord for cntcrlng‘ the thnughls of n voung pas-,
L tDr. ‘ . .

. w—l.nurcn E lehcr. Bmls. lll

S_eplcr_nber, 1'971 "



He Was an Evangellst Wfth a o
| “Shepherds Heart”

Byw D Johnson

= I ll- CAME- 'm our. umm- Ju:.l i fmw-’
for the . ‘eveniny meal .1nd_'

. re.ldled himselt*for.anot her serviee in

- anew church that he had not. heenin -

. before, and a niew group of people-he
had not met

e could be in our church. He made

. tant peuple in_ our towi,

He entered mtn the mwlmg w;th a i

: v:bmmy that “soon - caught on and

"was carried, lhmughnut the munm" .
" His preaching was not a bes ating bm‘
‘a blessing. 1t met needs that the peo:

ple. were’ feeling. The discouraged,”

the l(m(.ly, the depressed, the Tearful;

- the anxious, those with marital’ prob- .

lems, -and eveén the children who

necdcd (hsuplmc wcre all mlmstered'

unio. .

anticipation of the greatest event in

“the world's history. His’ message was -
nat “one. with the intent of scuring
anyone (even- though some -of the'

Lo llklnr (hur( b ul' lhe Nemmm' ¢ Immhu-.m‘-

Ind.
8- }

'

.

He did not .look: tired-
~and worn- nut, from’ the last . place : g

- hie_had, been. "On. thé contrary, he’
“seemed: refreshc{l and enthused (hat' -

T he mcLLm;, LI()HG(] ldsl mght Hc _
preachéd on the second coming of. our’
wonderful Lord. His message was not.
one .of dismal:despair, but of _loylul'

cyent:
dllur was’ heaull!ul
1thered there.in a

'undnoss of God. I

'This man slnycd in our home. lle_-
_ is a commissioned evangchsl He was
* in touch with the needs of people. He -
- was “satisfied . with' his . room. He
knew what ‘minintum. remunemlmn g
‘he:would get- before -he came. lIe. :
= never ¢omplained ah()ut hlq lot in our :
“méeting: | - '
He was reatisfic in hlq outlook up-" .
_.om_the work God ‘called him-to; He
.rend:lv went with the pastor to call’
~ upon'the people. He'even spent time
“trammg the pastor-in a soul-winning .-
- teehmque and left materials that will

- l.uh Hmt he qunted d:d cause. us m
~do some serious thinking), but it wis™ -
‘one that -bhore dnwn upon what the
Bible had ta say about this blessed
Iiw closing H(‘L‘IIL’ around lhc'-
Families” were
a season of prayer -
“that lifted the spirit of all that were - -
present.. A time of testimonies wais -
- held, and:the peuplf, rejoiced in. thej.f. -
~us-feel like we wert the most lmpnr- x T

help in_the complctum of that train-.

. ing.- ‘Then he went  out and led a
. beautiful" couple to.Christin_ their
home. He is the kind of’ man that’ my - .
_church wants to have again, Heéis. - S
-what I, as pastor, needed. A
“He left. early this morning. We = -
‘ ated to see h:m €. ‘He. brmlght a, -

Y

The Preachar (3 Magazlne

people. (

" little bit of heaven with him.- Our -

boys loved him, and he-loved them.,

“He-is going to -another’ place to-
- morrow night. He will start all over_

from scratch. He will meet new peo-

- ple. He will live.in new surroundings.
He'll hiave anew cook. He will be-

eome involved in the lives of thoge

i

'pe()plc
"0ld,. time-worn clichés were not in
“his’ vocnbulary (nnt Lhu{ thev are all-

: “shcpherd s heart.”
| us more men like: hlm" o .

God  will rt:ward him therf.‘-'-
B luu Sy Vo ;
The evmu,ehst we had'was i man
-qxp(ar_wn_s ed for .1.1111}11!;9;__0! years in
-the pastorate: He, scemed to know -
-what we were facing..He understood”

He talked on’ (heir level

had),
- He was an evnngclist wnth-- ,
an (md glve‘ .

I ditor's nuh- This .1rl1LIv is |)uhhshcti us
<a tribute to the evangelist who inspired it.

-Die. ( William Ellwanger --but more”

. unpnrmmly. “it is o tribute o all-evan-.
{pelists it ‘portrays so .wull With Brother _
lnhns()h we pmv, “God | L,wo -us mere lll\r: R

'thvm : .

. Feed the hungry. Help those i trouble.
" Then your light wilt’ shine out from'the .
- .. darkness, and the darkness around you
; _sha!l be as brlghf as day

»

o l lj-‘.it CLOTHES "'WERE CRUMPLED, her

- shoulders had a stoop to them,

- pnd her face gave the appearance of
- .40 years’ ruiher than the 24 she had -
. llved The many problems that faced
._this wellare mother of -five seenied to -

ssend  her® tu the cmm-.elur 8 nﬂue- ;_

neurlv every dnv

| ’Sé_iéh,- vveNeed vouNOW .

by o
Jo Anne-Lyon

b - "Dlvjsio-n for Cdnli_riuin-g :
Education, University .

' of Missourial -
Kansas City | ’

, September, 19?4] :

.m

lheres-m was | lenrmm, thc skllls '
nf hnokm:pnu1 in- class durmg the
morning hours;: and wurklu;, on the
.job with the- Hnusmfz Authorny in -

-the afternoon. 1i. 'seemned she never ~

hz_lc_l eriough money to buy milk, .

“bread, coats; or shoes, for her five.

children. Further checking revealed

-she had money from welfare: a8 well

as'the 40-hour- a- week' job 'in’ the
training- program.’ Séssions on bud-:

“peting, how to buy, -and’ how to cook
- “eommodily foods were bl ne avail,
" Through further talking,. the truth
N -flnally came out. Theressn was g,lvm;,

~her money- to; “her “Imyfnend The-
T ago ‘old ghetfo shackle! X

The next day'in.a group session the .
()Lher anen in the prngmm dts-‘-



T

- covered Theressa was in -this ‘bind.

Some of these women had been in-.
similar circumstances, but through

“help and support had been’ able to
.- break free. They began to enu)ump,e
: _l heressa to do the same, -
S'Ohy [rcan't get- away from him.
- We have the same ‘friends. ,md thev

“would :tell him where' 1 ‘was,” she.
shared ‘The excuses -and the ° oS-,

capes” "bounced: back and forth:

‘ Fmally, with a determined lodk and
~“pesture reflecting the sanie, T hereqaa'
" “stood up and. firmly ainounced, "1

“am not giving hith. any more of my-

money. I'see that | cah make some-

! ~home for my" five thldrcn S0 (lus,

. monuy l have [ am hanging on to.'
I erawled into my biue Volkswagen

that .evening and drove to my coiit--

~ fortable, Hul)url)(m{. split-level par:
. sonage, leelmg a lot had heen accom:
plished - with Theressa.-

to the ghetto, only to be met by the
~ - ring of the telephone: 1 picked it up,
—and on the tiher end of the line in a
very. hoarse arid pained voice came,
“Mrs: Lyon, | won't be able (o. coine
_in’ today, My boyfriend came ‘over

-.last. night, and-I ‘wouldn't give him
- the money; so he: jllmDLd on me. [am -
~all beat.up and can’t’ walk.” My~
mouth was dry an(l 1 was speechless.”

.We had follow-up- coaches in our

. program, so I sent one of the ladies

out. There she found Theressa not'
.only ‘badly beaten, but, hemurrlmg,- :

~ing, She took her to the hospital;

. where she’ was cnnlmed for 5everul'-
Cdays. ’

She cvehtually came bdck to wurk
" but only for a few weeks, The next’

money “from the office - where she,
worked. Accurdmg to the ‘ghetto
- grapevme this money was ;,mng tn
:the boyfrlend for’ hls new car.

BRI

‘Maybe #t

+ last she had confidence and could.
move out'on her own. Fslept soundly, -
ate a good’ breakfast, and drove back

¥ ".;‘.i

Theressa disappeared into the wood-

-work. Many attempts have been
_ ‘made to- find her hut hu‘)e héen
- futile. '

The gheltu is full of lheresu.as whu

" need the fove of Jesus to make a total

[
hreak fron. the. bonda;,eq of ‘environ- .

tion is, Where is the Chiurch in an-
swering these problenis? In our-

. efforts 1o rise above, the stigma of al-
".thing of myself.and provide a decent . "

- ment.” The g()_v_ernmen_L is qtmk_ly_ :
,'putlin;, an end to the “war-on pover- -
Ly Money s l)emg pulled from the -
‘miany progr ams that have been there, .
- H.is not this writer's intent-1o judge
- the leldltv of this.  But thé ques-

ways’ bem;., identified with the low -~

“economid “and social | strata—*"holi-

néss churches always by the railroad-
tracks”~we have wanted - to. reach

.. ather straty of’ society: This we have,
waccomplished. "But -there has been -
cgreat fear of” losing our new Ideﬂttty

should ‘we reach’ thme perqnm’ “frum
whenee we eame,) -

- Again. this wnter is not. augge&tmg
ah.uuln,nmg the suburbs for the g zhet-

1o, nor-the ghetto for - the suburbs:
- The-latter has lmpaned ton often.”
But thé request is 1o look, where one ~
+ stiands now: Experience has’ revealed
Theressas live in the suburbs as well.
: Perhaps clothed differently and with
‘a-thicker tacade, but with the same
need—to experience the love, of Je- -

sus; Obviously, this. love has to come .

through. other persons,  This love,'

when “internalized, can reach across
soual l)UUﬂ(lﬂl‘IL‘H. By

“There lmve been very’ expenswe
sulutmns in snlvm;, these social prob

Jlems as well . as cumplex organiza-
tiona} charts to serve the needs. But -

nnthmg truly begins'to break the ice

drganization demands, not out: of |

“guilt, Not because the church- says,

“Today is Brotherhood' Sunday; put
- a dollar in the plate to bulld aparkin -
' the ghetm"-——so that one s gullt is re-

: The Preachers Mngazme G

[

L

* like a-person lnaplred and led by the' -

. Holy-.Spirit to give, not because the
incident revealed ‘she was-stealing

“lieved and one never sees the park, -
much less the children, But 1o give -
“hecause the Holy Spirit is. leading.

_ Many.times ministers are worn-out
looking' for “ideas,”

‘conference and that clinic to know
“what and how to_“do it Perhaps
“the basic assessment.is ovel‘l(mked——'j
the physlcul community in whu h the '
, Lhurch is located.. " _
“How ‘many hours per. woek |~, the'

: (huth building in use? : E
~ :What are the needs of thdt puru(--ﬁ
ular community?

" Is the divorce rate hlgh’
- Is vandalism a problem?
Ts employment a problem?.

o (feuld persons profit ec onnmlcullv_
_if-there were opportumllcs for furthcr .
'Lrammg’ '
. .7 Are ‘persons "highly qk[llcd ml(l"
"(_uul(l they teach others thelr qkllls’f

Is aleoholism open?

s aicohol:sm a prnblem l)ut kept
| quiet? :

- What are the hﬂusmg needS" '.
" Is there much rental? |

" Is home ownership in the ma_mr:tv "

- Are families sﬂcrlf'cm;, ‘everything

.:--‘reLcrnal to live in the: bldlll“: hnme of
this. (,ommumltv" o

n

. Are children lezlrnm;, to reﬂd" T

.. -Are $enir citizens lonely? (Anun-
. Lupped source. nf manpnwer for a
- chureh))

Are Lhere bored lwuqewwes—»prnh-

. ably quit¢ ‘busy running. here and

-there, but with minds Wl‘lt(.'h have be- :

"\ come unclmllem,ed" : ‘

-+ What is the drop- out’ rate at lhe.a
* - high schoal? Why? .- C

"What huppens t6 the kldq"‘

. I8 there neéd for day-care “centers?
(Not s0 the church can_rr_mke money,

' 'scale accordnlg., to.income.)

_ attendmg this -
Conity?.

but that the 'ch'ureh may':v{erve .
Charges may be made on._a- slldmg

What is in this commum() that’
cun be shared w:th dnother wmmu

How can one ;,we of his re-,nurce

“and .assets to better another com- .
‘mumty" (Not in condescension, but _
-in npenness, realizing a qharm;, ex: -
“perience will ogeur.) e
“'This listis'only a he;‘mmnp,, hut as:
the Holy S;nm leads, a umque plan’. .~
"in meéting thes¢ needs. can be acs
- complished ‘to reach. all strata, of*
society. For as -one sees need, he be--
Hladder

hY

coines less concerned with
climbing™ and truly realizes, as Dag
Hammarskjold. did, “'l‘he ‘road. to

“. holiness. uecessanly _pagses lhrou;,h' '

the world of action..

- Isaiah tersely- ‘puts it—"" .. the
: kmd of fast | want is'that yuu btop

oppressing those Wh()JW()rk {or you

and treat them fairly and give ‘them L
~ what they earn. I want you to share -
“your food with the hungry and brihg -
right into your own homes those who
-pobr -and . destitole.

are  hel ples«.

" Clothe those who-are cold and don’t,” °

- hide from. relatives who reed your . -

~help. I 'you do 'these things, God will - - .

“shed his own glorious light upon you. '
-He will heal you; your godliness will .

.lead you forward, and goodness ‘will

" be a shield before you, and the. glory
of the Lord will pmteet you from be- -
hind. : Feed the hungry! Help °

' thuqem troublc Then your light will-
shinie out from’the darkness, and. the -’

y dnrkneas- around you shall be ‘as - -
‘bright as day” (lsa. .38 () 8, 1() Thef, .

meg Bible).*

- *The Living Iible, (upwil..ht € l971 ynduh

l{uuxe.l’ubﬁshem‘ Wheaton, Ill 1} z-ul_ by |nr1qiésiulaﬂ

.

Great people arc lmown by the l‘uet that httle thmgs do not"

. upset the tenor of their way. Little peopie are always in a dither ..

over small things. Many are wnllmg to spill blood over things of:
‘no consequence, so that when the large thmgq ‘come along, they- :

_ﬁnd their strength already spent

. Seplember. 1974

o .——Seleeted

_lf
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Plan for Results

m the Musrc Program

By.l w Clark‘ B

a
¥,

T nnwlmb A DEFINITE. GOAL t:ﬁ per-

fect a° meaningful service in mu-"

~gic: A director of church music qhould
“have a specific goal for every service

- he conducts. Rehearsal and perforrm- -.

_ances must be g,eared toward "that

- goal if-results are to be accomplished.

So I ask you,-Mr. Music Director,

'_.just what do you want to’ accnmplmh'

) m the services?
Of course results depend upnn the

~kind of service you conduct You .-

. would ‘not. ‘plan the samé. for con-
~ducting a- ['uneml as you would for a'
“revival servige, or-a worship houg, or
‘a Weddlng You may use choirs, solos,

. musicians, groups, .or matruments f

but always plan for resulis.

I suggest the followmg goals to_'

, keep in mind:
. 1. Help your pastor.” T
You. will want to develup an atmnv
sphere that ‘will- prepare ‘the con..-
grEgatmn -{o receive the ‘pastor’s
' meeqage ‘God's Word through God's
_-manis 1mp0rtant 50 prepare the peo-.
‘ple for this message. ‘Plan your choice -

. of hymns and speual mus:c wlth Lh(, :

pastor.

C2 Hcc'p the Chrlatmn grow o

- Music can awaken the desire for a -

deeper cxperjeme wnth God Song
'W]thllll Knns

12

uf !mth assurame uSnaecratmn o
comfort, and vmtury can lead: the -
" congregation to gredter deplhq m'

- spiritual growth.

8. Help'to -.t:mulate a defmate re- .

.sponse from the iwtener '

_ A genuine. response will restlt g
‘the’ giving of inoney, time, joyful ser--
rvme worship, prayer, and mission: -

_-ary endeavor Challenge this kind ul
participation through your music.:.

fmth for his daily. hfe

meg n-a’ topsy -turvy, workaday‘ ST
world 15 hard ‘Encourage faith -
throui,h music: Help the Christian.. -~
- sing Gad's prajses daily. Lift himton " .
conquering fmth thmugh Victary in -

song.

- 5. Help a congregat:on see the re-:

sults of following Jesus.-

~An mdwulual can expenence' -
benuty, lové, and ) J()y as a follower of

Christ: Musie can lift the soul to a

_ qaubfactwn th&t assures joy in da:ly :
living. ‘Let 'your music- portray . the =~

-radidnce of the child. of God.-

“6. Plan to comfurt enwurage and
. strengthen. .~ Coe
* Great music'can give the saints a
_boost, and help the new Christians ~ *
-~ find real victory. Give them n song to ST

defent Lhe devll during trmls

" The PreachersMagazine ’

ROthI‘HL‘, pmy, cxpeu und.}iave

: "Commnndmenh

4. Help - modérn. man maintain a._"

T Plrm to heip theé IHtener dec:de‘
'far his life.

-Someone will want t(} a(,u:pt Jesus

. Christ as’his personal Saviour. Select
-and sing the invitation SOng prayer-
~ fully and carefully..You can point. the

weary ,heurl. to a loving Christ who

('"an change that man for the better.

.-Plan to gwc your best m every
service.

oL e

faith for.results. You will be: amazed. -
how God will use the music’ program’

for His glory. .

Yes, the churt_h music dlreclor can RN

certainly help to bring a response and
challenge to the persons involved, :

" Decide to have results thm'SUnday‘

Determine that .your church music.

program will help modern’ .man ex--
- -perienice- 'a real’ emuunter w1th the
',_Imeg (;od ' ' S

An Idea That Worked

ik1r-'_u

By Gerald C. Eddy

HM) un-h PI!E-ALI!IN(. in the murn-

" ing worship’ services on “the Ten -
The idea. for the'

series came from. Tablés of Stone for.

. Modern Living, hy Randa! Earl Den:

‘ny, Other resource materials came

from- God's Psychmtry, by Charles
"Allen;.the usc of three commentaries;

. The bocmi Animal,

i .
magazihes and allied.- materml from

o Lhe public¢. llbrary :
S The: change in my preqenlatmn' :
from ‘the. “usual”
- ‘when.] came to the command: **Thou
- shalt not commit ndultery 1 felt like
- ‘the sermon’ presented on ‘the usual
. format would s§imply turn off the peo-

sermon Qccurred‘

plel especmily wanted to reach—the

young people yet unmarried, and

" :-some’in the middle of married life. T
" determined to have a positive, whole-
. sOme presentntmn 1 belleve the Holy ‘
L Spmt led me thus.

‘After the text was announced and

. rcad [ said, “The sermon {oday will .
he different than that which- you'
. ‘have usually heard: "1 closed my Bi-

. ble, stepped- from the pulpit to the
. altar. The pianist began to play the.
L “Weddmg March.” Ong, of my lay-

'l'm,tnr C lnmh nf te I\nznrtnt Dnnhury Conn,

o September 19?4

by Aronson;:

men celcbratmg, hm twenty sewnd'
'Weddmg anniversary. came’- ‘to the
altar -with a friend, and took the .
“place of the groom and best.man. His -
' daughters’came down the center aisle. -
followed by their- mothcr I invited
“the' cungre;,atmn 10 rise as the wed-

: dmg party came to their place, o
" Iread the weddm;., ceremony, and -
the partwlpant% repedted their vows.

" At an appropriate place | preachied at ,
the altar—and without notes—for 12 - ..
to 16 minutes, The niessage was. de- 0
‘51gned to sttengthen’ the Chr:stmn'.

home and to support every marringe

inthe conl,re;,alion (Pr‘eachin;, 1 with-
“'out_notes was A’ new. experience for .
me, -and 1: enjoyed it very much,) I.> .
' c]osed the, ;message  with a-"brief.
‘prayer. The. cnngregatum seemed to"
“be electrified with joy, and there wus_. S
‘a spontdneous applause that was in
", the’ Spirit; and did not break the .
spmt of the. meetmg I went on to-

complete the ‘marriage . ceremony,

having hpecml prayer for the “bride”
and: groom” and their famlly Lin-
“Ladies

troduced the “newlyweds”:
" and gentlemen, I present to you Mr, -
‘and Mrs,. ———." Appropriate mu-

snc was played and the Louple went to

13‘ . ' ’



‘the vestibule- to greet the cnngreg,a- _

. tion.

_ Special music ‘was presented” Jqu'
be[ore the sermon by one of theé ladies -

“in our congregation, The entire cere-

mony was concluded at- thc usuull..

twelve o’clock hour. .

Greatly encouraged by the re: -

. sponse to-the wedding ceremony, 1
_ mw'f._ed _two Sunday school groups to

‘help me preach on the ¢command-~

ment, “Thou shalt not. stedl.”
. One of our 11-year- ‘old glrls made
.puppets of soap. and presented a

. three-minute skit about two boys in a
shoplifting incident. T he teen-age
class presented d'skit on cheating—in - -
a olagsroom:lype situation. The ser-
mon hy the pastorfollowed, The con- -

. gregation responded alfirmatively.

PR

“In the midst of the foneliness. of pastoral ,
; min:slry——and it does have |ts tonely moments_ ;

the Lord stands wnh HES own' S

The Lonel:ness of the Pastorate

b

‘..

I l-,x:»l-m THAT," OF- ALL the blesqmg.,u man who dreamed dreumh He knew
that there was not much-time left for™

we ‘enjoy. as. Chrigtiang, the ong
- which we moét often speak of is that
:of lellnwahlp The fellowship Chris-

" tians enjoy is something unknown to
- those yutside of Christ. It fs wonder-
. ful-beyond “deseription, and is -no .
-:doybt the reason why we are so glad.

“for times like- preachers meeting,
- when we do not merely spend an eve-

. ning houriin fcllowshlp, but lock out
- the world and build a temporary,

though nevertheless real u)l()ny nl;
‘the kingdom of heaven. - .

. There are many reasons why wé s -

g look forward to times :of. fellowship

" such as this; but I believe that one of -

them is the. lonelmea‘s ()f the ;)ua .
" torate, .

When Paul-wrote his suond letter

10 l’lmothy. he.was no longer & young’

" main: who auw vnsmns he was an uld :

, ‘i’nnmf Thomas Munnnni (hun]. ul‘ lllL N.m
- rene, lAlmlun ln; fyruel -

e

By Frank W Morley

him. ‘He wrote: “1 won't be around to

help-you very much longer.. My time"
~ has- almost run out. Very soon now I -
will be on my way to heaven, 1 have.: - ~

fought Tong and hard. for - my Lord

and through it all | have kept true to."

him. And now the time has come for’

me o stop fighting and rest” (TLB).* -~
He knew that could be the last word -
“he would- pass, on_to ’l‘1m0t,hy What

wuld he say?

- Paul was never one, to bhl‘!l’]k frum o
‘In  these. closmg-
* words to 'l‘lmnthy he writes of the
loneliness of ‘the pastorate. As we

the - unpleasant.

look over Timothy's. shnulder We

recognize ‘aurielves, and our. expcn- L

‘ans S

There is,. says Puul lonehne% in . 7
leadership. “Correct and rebuke your, - " -

- AAN qubtations-from The me,!,’ Hible,. (‘upynght L
'-_m) 19711, "Pyndale . House” l’ublmlwm,. Whemnn Tl

‘ore u'n(l hy pcnmu.t.mu

The Preacher s Mngazme

" ‘someone on my side,

.~ Christian,-
-+ what hnppened in"Hang Andnrsen %
- story “The Ugly Duckling.”
" driven away by the ducks'simply be-:
~cause he was different. He was born a .

_"swan and that was cnuugh We who
- are-horn aghin experience the same

- : Septumber, 19?4

people when the& need it ..('II‘LB)_';

- Leadership is more than standing in
the pulpit, preaching the Word; more

~ than leading. your ‘board meetings.’
" .Sometimes leadership will take you,

says Paul; into the lonely experierice

~ of  correcting one who - has- gone’

'.astray, of rebuking one-who stands

'"ﬂgdmst the. truth. hut, will not admit

“¢all when 1 rebuked Peter. It was a
“lonely experience; it. was, hard to get.
‘until ~Peter
showed. them I was rlght " Bul no

" matter how- lonely it may be, it is
. part of "YOUT. task—wrrect and re- .-
- buké your people.
\ “Don ¢ be afraid nfquﬂermgiur lh(,: -
. Lord,” ‘writes Paul (TLB). Of course -

7L T is not ‘ensy,” says Paul. 1 re-

this is true. for-all Christians—in or

" out of the pastoraic Buf it is some-

" thing the pastor expenenws Itis the |

suffering that comes hecuu«., as a’

he. is - different.

,iunehness we - are - differerit, “and

- therefore cutcasts. This will happen
not simply because we are Chris<

That is

-He was -

a

“tians, bat also in-some cases becuuqe‘

“we-are holiness pL()[)le_pastorq and
leaders ina small

says Paul, of the lash of (,I‘ltlLl‘am the
-spear of scorn.. -~

little-known,: -
““radical” church. Do not be afraid, -

Poor Paul, Iungmbhmg, in a prlsun«

o cell death not too far away, writes

R that one of his fellow. workers— -
- Demas—had left him. Whatever the -
" reason, it could not have happened at’

a worse time. Apart from Dr. Luke,

" . 'who-no doubt spent.the greater part
- - of his time fulfilling his-calling, Paul

: Crescens had gone to -
© Galatia, arid Titus to Dalmatia. We' ~

. was dlone.-

. can hear the loneliness of Paul’s plea

‘ ’-m Timothy. "Pleuqc mme as soon as.

s

you can.’ : :
Someumes our peoplc let us down ,
leave us just’ when *we need th_em

- most. Others whom we want to help
us either cannot or will not. Each of -~
_us could supply annther name for‘

“[)emaq . o
‘ F’ﬂul had unother name in mind..

“*Alexander the’ Lopperbmnh has
('T'LB). rI‘he

.".p,ersecutmn was not  physical. - It
~seems. from the actual wording that_ :
‘Alexander had been a witniss against
Paul during his trial, Worse, he had
“been a false witness. He deliberately

doné me much ‘harm”

went out of hl‘a way to mahgn ﬂnd

-slander Paul

“The people of the purqt)nage are

not strangers to that kind of persecu-
tiin. The devil seems to deh;,ht inde- o0
~grading a pastor or a pastor’s wife.

Perhaps it would be true ta say that

“more pmtnrs have been rumed for the .
pastorate by . a slnuderow_s tongue ..

than by any other single thing. “Be
careful,” says Paul {TLB): We need
to be, for this kind of tongue. lulds to .
the loneliness of persecutlon .
_But Paul's experience of loneliness .

was not. yet complete. Listen to him. - -
The first time ['was brought before
the _]udge, no one was here:to’ help ..
" me. Everyone had run away”? (TLB).

He ‘was completely alone.- We do not.

‘know why they left him. Could.it be - "~
intended to-
preach ‘the gospel, they feared the
‘reuctmns of the nuthontles" Nero.
““was, in the éyes of Rome, and in his -
“own eyes, the divine Caesar. He was:

that, 'discovering - he

‘also ‘mad: To preach in Nero’s court’

~that ‘Christ- alone was God, and that" -

all” mcnhlncludmg r the divine Caesar -

* ——were 8inners, ‘was snmply a&.kmh for

‘trouble. -~ o
Perhaps the pcople tned 1o reason'f,_ o

‘with Paul, but he would not under--

stand their point of view. He kept’

Tgs

talking about duty, and quoting from -
a letter he had written some years be-
fore‘to the troublesome ,qulnth!ans :'



i
i

“Jusl preuthm;, lhe gospel isn'tany

‘special credit to me——l couldn’t keep

from preaching it if 1 wanted to. l
would be utterly miserable.. Woe un-"
‘to'me if ] don’t, If T were voluntcerlng.
my services of my own free will, then . |

“the Lord would gne me a special re- .

ward; but that.is 'not the situation,

for. God has’ pu,ked me out and given

me this sacred trust and | have no.
choice” IILB} S0 they all left him.
“The loneliness of misundersianding!

..Let us be realistic, Timothy, and

" you-who are sharing this letter—the.

‘ _puatorat;: can he a lonely place. -

. when "all men expeel us to be dis- -
- gouraged and downhearted, “The
- Lord stood with me)” To God he the-

' .glury for ever-and- ever‘

16

-Lordwmthe I,(er of l(melmess

~But wait. Loneliness is not the Unl\
eahtv “There ig'a greater onc: T he

“In the tirst 16 verses of f_hapter 4,
Paul has run the gamut of I(melmess

- from A to Z:. But suddenly.he can”
“think: of nothing but the Lord. “The -
Lord stood wtth me. . |

|The Lord]

saved me.. ... . The- Lnrd will always

'_de’l‘iwr‘mt” {U B}, As ot as he

gets his eyes, and. mind on ihe: Lord,"
Lhe lnnelmess vanishes. Like mist be:
fore o hot'sun itis done, buddmlv his
message is- "the Lord and me " No

- _natter lh(. circumstances’ or- the op- -

position. No matter who «_,tuod,wnh

" him ot left him; “the Lord and me.”

“Yea,; though I walk through the val-.

«- ley- of the shadow of death, 1 w1ll leur '

no evil: for thou art with-me.”

- “That is the way'it always will be
* for us who serve the Lord. In leader-

ship, suffering, service, perqecutlpn
and misuhderstanding,”

.Standmg aomewherc in the *
shadows we'll find Jesus,
Oftt:me.s He’s the'only One why
~cdres and understands.

: But’ with .Him, 1()Ilellne§u is.
- changed 10 glory. We, like 'l’aul will
-walk through these experiences with

the Lord,; ahd «;houL from our hearts,

Orgamzatlon s 60 Pe_rcgnl .

of the Battle

l]Lu.r Hun

Well, the ‘l‘.wmhly is~ ovcr smd fin-
othvr year is upon ua———.md our ]mstur
‘iscalready at worl,” :

For une thing; he mlssed only one_’-u :
", Sunday ull summer. He took his vica-
. tion "in “between. Sundays, but was
-usually in his pulpit. He even cane al - |
- times whcn his family ‘were gn vaea-

- tion; l‘Iml gave continuity to his min-

istry and supported both attendance
and finance. We'have all: kinds of visi-

tors in lhe summer, un.d it is lm]mr-
-tant for our pastor to he thére:

Now, folluwing’ Labor. Day, he is -+
-“hard at'work on the organization for . - .-
the year. Committees are . sclected,

- gouls estublished, the *‘line .of cam-

mund’* defincd,. and most ol' our pwplt: SO

involved.

I have u sncukmg quspluun that th o '

Holv Spirit is well pleased with “o

“der” in. the éamp. -Good plannlm, ‘
-‘makes it.possible for Him, to. work with. . .
¢reater freedom. You might Lh}nk |l to, SR

be the opposite—hbut not so!

“Your mothér is working on a wm-‘.
. mittee tu counscl the pmlor onecreating
better “‘community”’ i our- midst. -
- Your dad, as usuil, is on the finance
committes, We have selected our ob-

jectives for autreach, membershlp,

bcnbvolenw. and Wurld Ml%lons—und !
we mean to make them! If we don’t, it :
-~ won't he because we did not try, -~

Well, . Son, give our grnndu]uldren a
. good hug, and tell. l]l(!l‘ll we'll see them -

Thunl{pgwmg

":Love,

e _ -'The. Preacher’s 'ﬂagagine_ -

'Cbrﬁpﬂe_d by the G_eﬁe_ral,Sre».j/é}dshfp:Commfss_r'c_)n'-

- FORZ
PASTOHS'-.
and LOGAL .+
CHURCH
“LEADERS - ..

EARL C WOLF, Exccurfve Direcror o
FAROLD O PARRY. Office Ednmr :

.0 General Superintendent Jenkins

o .. s

: The Happy Preach er
- H)\PPY lS‘THE MINISTER who has estabhshed a daliy prayer _
" time which brings ﬁp;rmml satisfaction and who maintains his vigil’
~* with consistency and ‘regularity.” There is'a. sense in which we
- must and do “pray withoul ceasing,” but'it is the daily prayer Ny
" time whén -every preacher needs to bathe his own soul and mmd 1
i the Lord’s presence of which | write. :
- -+ There are always a multitude of duties which clamor for our ..
ﬁ tlme and attention, so we must carcfully plan our time for waiting
~ upon the Lord’ and then work our plan. Most of us find- the early
. hours of the day as the best time for such praying.. . -
' “We: speak of the necessﬂy of prayer because we know lhat ‘
. God s-anointing and blessing is never attendant just because we -

- are ministers, nor because of the nature of our work. The time .,

‘. -and physical and spiritual enetgy spent in service for others dc-- ‘
‘mand that we must return day after day to. replenish o own -
“souls. Prayer hfts me above the: probtems the heartaches, the suf(]

ferings of my people until, rather ‘than, becoming discourage 2

with the’ ‘burden of itall, | am replemshed in the inner man wnhr-‘lrl

‘God’s.hallowed presence and lhﬁreby am er‘njabled to g,we splrnu-
» nd.encouragement te those in nce ‘

? he‘:ﬁs man of G%Jd dllibeﬂl in_prayer has the wonderful. -
-assurance of God s anointing and ‘unction upon. his preachln;, o
7 And fione of ‘us can really preach. without the Lord’s help and’ .
© presence. There are sessions ‘when we must pray the more to
" have the assuranco of His presence: Hwe.are consistent and faith-

~ ful in our wditing.on theLord He will break n upon us with {n,s'n -

blessun and assurance. -
HAEPPY IS THE PREACH[R WHO PR[ACH[S WlTH TH[ ]OY, :

'OFTH[LORDtNrﬂsrwARv 1.
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- Something NEW

" forBIBLE .
. QUIZZING

o ‘Quiz Spe'ciall'i:es-b‘c‘)'cry_kso.rnﬁ‘aﬁdz_z_C-d'fin(Hians

are now available from Nazarene Publishing House:

“They are edited by Eddy Hall, who was top Nazarene

quizzer in: 1970. He began Quiz Specialties’in 1972,

-and is now continuing this work in the Department:
of Youth. Sl Sl

3 - Coe

o ( S o ﬁoo_k 1s S_ludy-Q;'ic%!iiihs". S
: e T Over 1,400"questions on T and. .. ..

- . _ "2 Corinthians for individual stady. g’
- Scripture-in margin alongside. ,
e -~ questions. Every. quizzer: needs . ;] —
; .7 his own. Everyone using 3D must ff}. ]
! ! ‘have Book 1.to do +the assign- fif -
S vments: o e RS
ool T T UNg7as s 8250
i Corinthians in P e T
! 3 Dimensions B  ‘Book2: Practice Questions

. Eleven hundred: questions for
N p'r:,acti.ce,ju‘mping.'Quizzer's should
) practice-jumping on questions.
. they have not studied, to avojd
. “memorized question’! jumping. . :
“Many-churches get a Book 2 for | -
each quizzer. R AU ¥
CNS97500 .. $LT5

The basic. work--
book which ‘évery
: quizzer must have.
i | specific study activi- -
| ties for every chap- T il @Y
~ter; more than 20 -\t 7%
- | proven study meth-" - =
i+ ] ods developed by. .-

i} ‘top quizzeérs; every . Book 3: Tournament Qilésli(')m'-

[ quizzer chooses his * © Sixty-five sets of 20’ questions . -
| - own “dimension” or - each for unofficial- inter-church . . .-~
.. ] study plan, ranging * competition. Saves ‘the ‘quiz di-

20 T frag beginner to ad- - rector hours.of writing questions, ..

- |” vanced: The 3-D has - Sets cqver varying number -of-
1. received the maost " chapters, making.it valuable eafly |
Lefithusiastic re- " aswell as’late in the quiz season:
_sponse of any. Quiz .. Two copies are usually enough-—
_Specialties book .one for-the quizmaster, and,one

e L it g7 E T

o F ever. . oo for the answer judges. :
o N s Nwrs o o 8298
| 'A'Sk‘alﬁpui-“dli'_r Package DfSVCOUfil'P'J"f(-';(E.ﬁ,.". SRR L

' Complete Biblé quiz catalogue available from Na;arehé Publish- -
:..ing-HOUSe’ Box'527, Kah;agﬂcjty-{ Mo.- 64141, . .




. CHURCH SCHOOLS

'-'Lf'rmrss;orv POSSIBLE. is about -
. the m:ss:on of your church SR

_- :VOrder it now for a quy ap- IR
. proved fall study and receive - '
' _',CST crcdlt : _

it can’ rewtahze your concept s e
~of mission. N

Use'th’bhan'dy‘ c'ottp-o:':é -b:el:owj_. '

l---———--—--—n—-— ORDER I!JORM --u---——-— -m--u——- 3
. - Datt L o
' Please send items as mdlcated below S S e B
R . MISSION POSSIBLE . o A0 ’
o ﬁ Leader 5 Guldc—-“l FREE wuth order of 5 or more 1exts S50 0 R
IR : : ‘ TOTAL e

T

' SHIP 10: ____ SRS _{:.._-_'_'_’__

CHECK or MONEY ORDER Enclosed $ T

CHARGE (30-day) TO: " O Church. "O'ss O NYPs = {other) Account

" Church location (ctly) S (slatc/pmvim'e) RO
".Church namc TSR S

BILLTO: gt

. P NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE Box 527 Kansas Cuy, M1550un 64141 '_ S

— ; ' REG[STRAT[ON FORM _ RN e :
COURSE “Unit. 153&,_’M|55|on {Homey POSSlbiC o Tl T S
TEXT: MISSION POSSIBLE; Hurn - R T AP
; Churchmame " ,...;__,.ﬂ;c,clc_,f:,,__.;m.-,;;.,,,, T N T

. Address _... . _' JORPCI S e e e \
& - District’ -_ AR - -

Enrollmem estimate . ... Beglnnmg dale N Number seSsnons e

Classtobeheld.” O NYPS hour 0O chnesday m;,ht SO L other

AVRETURUI I

-

scalate the attendance

‘. Scnd Retnorl.Bhnlc Reglstratlonhftaterlal to .‘ - A DARE TO THl N K BIG




Comp.'.'ed b y James McGraw
preachers in ‘the holiness movément.’
’ 'GOD IN THE

-.';"PRESENT TENSE
ByD Shelby Con'en

By H. Hober! Gr055man s
Presenls ‘the practlcal Iwed'oul as- -
pacls of lite m the Splht ‘40 pages E
'-VPaper ' e v
THE CASE FOH ENTiRC
' :-,SANCTIFICATION '

8y Pasca.'P Beiew : :
© 1Looks at the various aspecls of the.
experience and |I18 of holiness. 80.
pages. Paper Do SI 5_0'_1

‘-;,Enmows FOR HOLINESS

A YEAR OF
~ HOLINESS .
E\IANGELISM

-

By G. 8 Wrmamson

by one of its outstanding’ expnnenls
92 pages. Paper ';. e S1 50 -

* SERMON "OUTLINES -
© Comipiled by Norinan R, Oke :
" Filty “more than skeleton” outlines
adaptable for the preacher 5 own use.

ce

P _\.
_For.an extensive-listing of- haliness publicafions prihted by ybu‘r Nziz1rénié Publishing -

L pastors! An. addatlonal copy is avanlable upon reques! trom your. Nazarene Pubnshmg v
) Hmuse ) ) . .
'Apnroprlatl bunks IE) Ul(lﬁr ‘ln(l mnruthm mmuq FuLt memiety |5 in ¢ llvcim * s{« N0 m ycu! h{)hl g ”ll”lﬁlfl,

s : Ava:fabfe tram your S ‘
. 'NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE o Posl thce Box 527 Kansas City. M|ssoun 64141»-

THE HOLINESS PULPIT -\3; 2.
‘Dactrinal messages by distinguished, .

1,10:pagea.'Bbard.’..-~ o s28s

* Emphasizes " the fmpd'rta'ncé .ot the -

~:Haly Spirit in the lives of men today. ..
‘158 pages. Paper...' C819s
CHOLINESS™ . ..

“A'WAY. OF LIFES . .+

75c--

EVANGELISM. . & .. -

-Ten messages on scnpturaf hohness o

PREACHABLE HOLINESS

104 pages Plasnc ring. paper. $1.50 . -

: H0use. consult Books -on.the Person and Work of the. Holy Spjrit brochure sent to all -




HRISTIAN SERVICE TRAINING -
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DISTRICT OF THE QUADRENNIUM
- 1972 76 ;

AT THF Genoral Church Schools Corwomlon in 1976 one ot our dl‘i- S
" tricts will be honored as.the CST Dlsmu of the Quadronn:um '
Thc basis for evaluaunb the work’of lho d:smtm is as follows:-

-1, 25 points to the district hawnj, lh(' l1|},h(35'l per( emap,o of d1urd1- '

-es reportnm, trammg1

2, 25 points to'the dlslr:ct having all churches holdlni, an(l reporunb-'

at"least one. tr.mung class durmg the. quadrennjum

- highest percenla@,e increase in
.teacher trammg credits.

arcas:

A Al lcast two arucles (or ‘use’ of

~local church——S points;

the ‘district_director -for pramo-

pomts

5 pomts

- -tion- W|de CST study——S pomts

ON TARGET
WlTH TRAlNlNG

tlon and/or trammb sessnons-—-S-

3. 25 points to- the district” havmg the’

4.°25 poihts- 0. ‘the district Vdom;, tho
© o best . promotlon in the followm;,‘ .

mats) in dlstr:cl paper—S points: - ‘
' .B At least one lettef a year to thcn_ o

A C At least ‘twa personal’ conticts by o]

'_‘D Conduct one dlSll’ICl or two' zone o
- workshops Qr trammz., sess.lons—— .

. E Promaoting the annual denomma—‘_ L

'”_’BIBLE COLLEGE SUNDAY
October 13, 1974~

e

ANNUAL ‘ \,O_FFERING

.
| «f\

:\'

. GROWTH Record enrollment Iast year-——741

Students from all 50 states and 4 world _
areas ‘ T

. 1974 graduatlng class totaled 124
K 102 entered full- tlme mmlstry

EXPANSION Recently completed add:tlons to the cam-' .

pus: | : Co

e Dr. Hardy C Powers Hall classroom.ﬁ
bunldmg ' :

. Apostles Court plctured above

. Thank you for your hnancral and prayerful support

‘L. S. Olwer
Presrdent
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" cantatas? They ware previewed during

‘ LENAS CHORAL CLUB

l

ber (preferably the one responsible for
ane free copy of eéach naw .Lillenas
.-and helps,
ienas Muslc Seminars held. _throughout
the” cauntry. by nationally known .church

tion - about all-

- board volumes, hymnals, eotc: .

" -at the chair.
ceived $65.00 worth af choral malerlals

top-quality TEMPO - albums. ~An - addi-

review copies of these choral albums for
»Ilstening analysls and pleasure

‘NOTE Apphcarrons accepred through

Eﬂ GOd We TruSt - leases for fhe calendar year:
C]’hp‘f[&ppy“Sxde

. F e@\ TIEAP; l C@N@Rﬁlg@wz@

Lo . : o',Dn!ew . .
- Pll'ﬂ'il" enroll men lhn 1974 Lallen.if Chorul Clnh as (check pmi('ronco]

One per. chu.'ch

Ly "_ £ Choml (‘lub Membu UNLY 35. 0o L.I Chora! Clut) pms ﬂt.cor(f Optu)n ONLY 515 0(] ) :' :

Nﬁnﬁg :

Chu(ch Name | .
» Churith ‘Address (stroet) e :
) Aeityy L T . T e
(s.mto.fprovmc:c; e . Sl T L g 0

"CHE(‘K or MONEY onDEﬂ ENCLOSED s

© ChARGE' TO: 1) Ghuien MY ’"’d'ess iS"‘m”

: .(Sb'-dnyj .['J._Persqnaf- o Tety) . A
;. o (ulhcrl Accounf . (.-I:itﬂfprovmce) B
. o {zlp)

LILLENAS PUBL!SHJNG COMPAN\' * past O!Mca Box 527, Kansas Crty Mnssaun 54!4! T
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-PASTORS hava you or your ‘music di-- L
_ rector.heard, of heard about, these out-. '
“standing: ‘musicals, collections, and

recent years by. members of the LIL-;

For a small $5 00 annual 1ae !he mem-‘
. selection of cholr mus!c) receives (1) . -
“choral publication, {2y practical and in-.

" {formative muslc leadership technlques"'
(3} advance’ notice. of Lil-

_mUS!CIBI"IS and -{4) up-to-date- informa-;- 4
: other new Lillenas;
. Musicteations such as solo ‘books, key- -

CThere's not a“better plan. anywhere for "
keeping abreast of the new.and the best -

. director's' convenience. .
Each, 1973 member, for instance, re-

_-Also, much of obir music is reccrded on'. S

tional $10.00 will bring- a minimum aof 6

" the ‘end of October wiil-receive - all re-' '

f

T 'PASTOR ~a SEFWC!} w You

'--->------‘-—H_-"----_----—-_----‘-

1

CHANGE OF ADDR ESS FORM

" Whén you change ad’dress flII |n |he form h(.low rmd mail to the General Sccrenry

e

Name Dme of Change FL__.___..,_;

“New Address ' i

‘ ‘Cil‘.'" - State — - Zip.

" Namé of Church -Dlstrict

.t

New Position: Pastor-{ - ¥; Evang. t f'_)';"_(ijt_'h_cr

'Former Address S v

' Formcr Church

LAl Dfﬁcial recnrds at Huadquarters and permdrca!s ch'ecked LwJow wd; be changedl .
from llus one notlh:,atnon. ’

Chock: “Herald of Holiness™ 1 - ¥; "WorldMis}_ﬁinn'F { ) If'_PTBGC‘\Ef£5‘M?9'E!:l[né { ’.

.Other N . s SR L
lcnp and send 1 the Gc.ncra! Secretnrv 6401 Thu F’aseo Kansas Clty, Mo 64131 )
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(Every !oca! church receive at’ Ieast one by professmn of fat[h )

P

- by professron of faith last year e

SmL
P

:Tz 'These churches dldn’l pian to fa|| lhey ]ust fa:led to plan.,_._

ry these toois for planmng

“:Planmng, for Church Growlh Bennert Dudney—$1 75
How,to Grow a Church Donald McGavran/Wm Arn—~$2 95
‘-‘BUIIdlng Today’“ Church Leshe Parrott——$2 95
,'__Advancmb the Smaller Church W Curry Maws——$1 95

Order from your Nazarene Pubhshmg House "
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* DISCOVER YOUR BIBLE.
DARE -TO DISCIPLINE .
HOLINESS-—nALIVE AND W’ELL )

The LATEST in.this

- series of undated elecme -
courses for ' '

‘ 7' ° Adult ss. Classes
L Young Adult Fellowshlp

"SINGLE m A CDUPLES' wom.u

" Biblical support and insight to'singié young
“adults trylng to Iive Ilka Ghrlshans irv today 5
‘wor!d ) ’ . ’

. LOVE MARRIAGE-——& OTHER HAZAHDS

. A realistic approach-10:13 different dimen- "
slons of Christian living. Strong emphusis is -
‘put-on Bible sludy

o Orher Titles Avaﬂab!e

DEVELOPING cumsmn PERSONALITY PRAYER THAT REALLY WORKS . - R
' THE NOW LOOK' OF EVANGELISM. .~ ,°
' WHOLESQME INTERPERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS
* WHY ‘DON'T 'YOU DO- somsmma som

AII Leadars Guldes $1.00 Pupil, Baoks. 51 25
'Excnplinq DARE TQ DISCJPUNE-«papnr $1.95; cioth,'$3. 95 -
Atfraclwe desfgns Workable, 9 x 12 fcrmat Paperback

"Order on the.Church Litérature- Supphes Order’ Bfank
. or d;recr from YOUr NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE

Post omce Box 527, Kansas Caw Mlssoun [TITRS

v St

. ‘dlsuples
~that I mmm.mdtd you
“The commission is not just to “win con--

.

S

"Follow up Evangehsm- B

By Paul Lorenzen

CIn-mueh of the New-Testament the

-_-um(’cpt of the follow-ip cvam,elmn s
preaupphscd
- much ¢n winnitig converts, tllthnu;,h this
1~; vitatly present, but the emphasis is on’
Testa-
ment, the term iconvert (epistrepho), i -
.. hathits noun and verb forms; oteursonly

78 times,’ referrlm, to_the get of convert:

_ingi to Christ -in becoming o Christian,
Bul the term da-.uplc (mathetes), in: its
; noun form alone,” oceurs- 257 timeés in |
. Matthew through Acts. me this it is

The eniphiasis-is: not: so

“making ‘disciples.” In the New

quite plain thai. the: CONCErn  was .on

discipling rather. than conversion along.
- In Matt, 28:19-20, the Great Commis-"
“siontells us. to “go therefore-and make |
tu.uhh‘l;, thewm to obseive all
h (NAbB) b

verts"tbut o "mnke dlsuples of those
umverls

Jesus et the exnmple for us’'in mak.

“ing disciples. In His ‘ministry He early.
_chose 12 to “be, with him” (Mark 3:14).
For most of Hm three years of preacliing
and tesching, -although He preached to -
“and tuu;,ht thousands at tlie.sume time,
He was (lxauphm, these 12 mieir’ Lhrou;,h_
. inlensive personal. attention and train- '
" ing. He was following up their personal
" decision to follow Him' as.the Messiah. -
_(Cf.- Robert E.- Coleman,
Plin of Evangelism.)

'The ‘Apostle Paul had one greut fear

- He was afraid that his evangelistic efforts
* - with his:canverty would be in vain (Gal
. 4:11). He spent much time and energy in-
-~ the WOrk of follow-up with his spmtual

) ’Mlmsler of Evnnuhsm, ()r:mgewooti Chun h pf-
- the annrunw. th nix; .

Septamber. 1974

: Pan’n..Thé_ éiblical Bésils _.

children. In Ephesus he spent three years
I C)

_'w:[h his. spiritua) children, devéloping

“mature Christians who would care for the

“ work of the church after he left -{Acts ..~
D 20:31). He put himself in extreme danger
. by returning to Lystra and . leonium di-
rectly into the face of his enemies,
“bl,ruu,thumlu, the souls of the dlsuples._ :
encouraging thcm,w wntmue in the
“faith” (Acts 14:21-22, NASB).Y '

" At'least one- third of what we presently . -

knuw as.the New Testament was original-

1y intended to do.the werk of follow-up of
_.the young churches. Most of Paul's let--

lers: nr¢ concerned with the .spiritual
growlh (or lack of it} in his converts. His

concern for thé “discipling” of his con- - 7~
verts ‘caused him to pen much of the
Epistles of the New Testament. 1, 2, and
3 John were mtendetl to hf.lp the young "

Christians “to” gmw and c)vercmne the

‘problems that “were. impairing their = .
~spiritual growth. John even goes.so far a5 .
to-catl his readers “little children,” The .~
" Gospel “according . to Matthew, many

- scholars think, was written pnmnnly asa

"The Mastcr .

of the new converts-to Christianity. Tt is
- the underlying concept in much of what:
is ‘written” and it is expressiy slnt&:d in

cntechnm for new Chmtmnq The Ser-

mon on the Mount occurs in this Gospel,”

along with- many other passages giving in-

structions in the Christian walk. Noother : -
. Guspel seems so concerngd with the life- -

style of the “disciplé™ of Christ.

- Throughout. the New Testament Lhere &

is a great concern for *'making disciples”

qeveral clenr passoges.
1. From the New Asaérican brandrlrd H:bh’ tupy-

right ’]‘he I ockman I-‘uundnlmn I‘Krﬂ l‘Ji:.’. !'!ﬁ\ -

lJ()B 1971
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The Facts About Pastors W:ves

Part Three The Pastor s Wufe and the Telephone -

PARSONAGE is no more complete:
without a Lclephone than ‘a-.

kitchen is without:a smk In- many,
. parsonagés multlple phnnes are in-

stalled: There.is always onenear. Lhe

"kitchen and eatlng area, since meal-.
" time ig a good hour to catch the par-
" son and his wife at home. Often there .
- is an ¢xtension by the bed-for the -
- night calls; and ‘sometimes ‘addition-
_ al outlets in the babcment the patio;
and “the study, -
~ Where rules permit, soine pastors’:
" wives have long cords w:th shoulder .
~ supports on the instrument,

the  living room, .

Ever_ythmg a pustor 8 W1lc dnes ull

© -day cati be divided into two . cate-
gorieg: (1) the. urgent, and (2) the im-’
“.portant. The urgent has to-he done
whether it is 1mp0rtant or not. And
. often the important is relegutcd to -
~ second placc behind ‘the wurgent.. -
- There are times when the Lelephnn(,-_
.becomeq aninstrument of ministry =~
..-and is therefore |mportant But most .
“of the -time used in answering the
. phone is_given in.response to the
. urgent, What else can ‘interrupt de- ..
“votions or ‘times -of quiet alongness
but the phone" At the risk of life and"
limb, people will get out of a showe;_' -

18

S0 they :
- can-walk and’ work in the kltchen as
) they listen and talk: Ll :

(-
5

In the study’ cencernmg pastors

ul' questions:

_t(: anqwer the phonc ‘even. L() lmd lt i
A Wrong number. :

- wives, it .was taken. for granted that -
all pastors” wives helped serve their .

congregations by means of the tele: -
‘phone, The responses of these ladies
-can be related to. the l'ollnw:ng, ‘-nCl'lC‘i

"1I. How lﬁuny phone calls doeq a.‘. ‘

phone calls than other pastors’ wives.

. pastor s wife receive in a week? Pas- Co
tors’ wives under 35 years of age'who
.are college graduates, in churches of . o ‘
more than 150 members, have more . ...

"Their calls average 38 per week to
themselves, not counting other calls -~
‘1o their husbands and children. The -

- smallest’ number -of .cails weye made
_ to, pastors’ wives over.50 years of age
““in. churches_of less than 50 members. B
‘Pérhaps the number of .calls’is most "
-dirgctly . related to the size of church, -
‘since -pastors’ wives in churchies. of-»,
more than 150 members recéive more.

than twice as' many calls as thosein

churches under 50 members.

Of all the calls received by all pas

tors’ wives, approxlmately 75 percent

were church -related. About 90 per- .
‘cent of the calls are from women. =
_ However wives w1l,.h an education of - .
12°years or less receive 22 percent of

S The Preacher's Magazine .

AR e S, i ——

»

thclr calls from men. And ‘most pas-
" . -tors’ wives receive 80 percent:or more -
“of their calls from niarried peuple in-
~. stead of qmgles
_ These stalistics are not. ea*-',y to ex- -
- plain. The 75 pércent church-related --
. calls - probably reflect the ratio; of
" _family and community interest to-. .
church concerns. T cdnnot’ think’ of”
. -any-redson why women with less edu-*
- cation would receive more calls from_ .
‘mén than other pastors’ wives. And I’
© suppose the 80 percent of ‘the calls’

‘from married people reflect - the

I

-make-up- of local’ umgre;,atlons In
larger cnngregatmns 31 peréentof the -

. phone “¢alls - come from smg,le young

’ congre;,atmn

 people, which, may he a resull ‘of
“larger teen progmmq in. the lngger
churches. '

It uppears that “young pnsmrs

' wuch receive “most. of " their phone
~calls from teens, young -adults, and -~
adults, while older pastors’ wives re- "..
--geive more. of their ealls from chil-
“ .dren and-older adults. C ollege” grad-
- ugtes get more cails -from: young
= adults, but very. few from. senior cm- .

ens.

... Seplember, 1974

D2 How qermus are the phonc ull[s K
‘pasmr‘» wives receive?. -
- Probably . hccnuae older preachers-
- wives have -had' greater experience::
and gained more confidence from the .
they receive cnn-' ‘
- slderabl'y more-calls they term “very -
" serious” -than do other pastors’ wives.
. However level of edumtmn orsize of
' church seem to have little to do with
; Lhe seriousness of -calls received. .
3. What kinds of pmblems concern
. people who ph()ne pastors™ wwives?
-The following categories seem’ to.
“cover all the kinds ol problems pas-
turq wwcs ernrwd hcunng on Lhc _'

-.telephone

tclephone ‘ "

- (1).-Physical heaith _
{2). Finances and employment '
(3) Church-related =~
) Interpcrt.onal relatmmhlpq ‘

- (6) Emotional- spiritunl problems

©(6) Love, sex, and marriage -

-(7) Horme and family -

(8) School and study’

- {9) Alcoho! and drugs - -

Church-related problems, physmal

~ health, and emotional- qplntuul prob-’

lems were -the three ‘problems re-

- ported’ most. often; in that order."The-
.only mgmﬁcant ‘variance from this .

pattern is among college graduates,. -

-who reported home and family prob-

fems as the kind-most olu_n heard on 7-

_ lhe telephone.

4 What~ are the - ways - p"hstors

T wives respond to tclephone calls?

“Without Lxceptmn all pastors’
wives, reg,ﬁrdlcss of age, cducatlon ot

size ol church, responded to ealls in -

the followirg order: (1} try to listen

‘and understand, (2) try'to- get them = o
to talk” to. their husbands, " (3).

strm[.,hten ‘them. out so they can get.

.along bettér, and (4) re['er to pmfes— .

smna! munselor

B conclusion, pastors’ wives ag-
: ‘cept ‘their responslblhtles with the.-'
Seventy-five . percent of "
_the women over 35 said they actually ..
“enjoyed their te!cphnnc ministry..
. The only women who- suid the tele-.

phone was not a part of their obliga- -~
tion , were 6 percent ‘of the pastors™

‘wives under. 35 years of age. Except ..
.',fm' this group, most other pastors’ .
wives.. saw themselves as usually -~
helpful through the mmlstry nf the_ e

telephune

s (Next monthl ‘Th(- Pastors Wtfe Per- o
snn tn Person )

AL
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j?‘ OU'RE AI!OUT‘ TO-CRY.! _
- ““I’'am-not! It’s just that no-

ok was omwewm = w e

+ food. My mind is, more alert..The

RIS have developed lhe right |dea about |

nervous tensions that caused me to eét_

 my way te an.early grave are gone.”

" body underqtandb the “overweight .

. - Fven our vncahuldry is - unsightly
- with “lipids, .

fat catalyst, calories,
“and cholesterol. Ynu Skmny people
just- dont know .

" know.”

Frankly, 1 “was lru:,trdted but i

) dun t think ] would have cried .even -
Uif my .wife had pursued her teasing .
" about my diet. Of course she had a"
. right to be-a little skeptical of my"

'+ fourteenth try at losmg, welght

. ““Honey, [ -tried jogging and you
" know what happened. A dog chased
- me until 1 was breathless. Another
time a young fellow stopped to give.

~ me a tide, with a caution ahout big
puys and tuu much exergise.’

: lably,

‘-multlple temptations, presented at

' e every hand There wns B:g Mac Oh

by
: ‘Carlos H. Sparks

'Pastor - .
Church of the Nazarene :
Sylvama Ohao

_-.:20 kS

you _}ll‘it dunt

by .CBS, NBC,

“I-know.” She Iaughed uncontrol-,
' " ‘mare,"”

o “That's Just lt bkmny ptople _)U‘st‘
"~don’t understand.” 1 was thinking of

x Ho,\}ve\_rer,

. 3
o £

| No w | Eat the Hall-Thing -

how'] hated him because Tliked him.
-so-much! YAll you van gat for $1.20"
signs were a terrible lure. The “Man- .
handlers,”

iler and' “Whoppers,” and
“Big ‘Boys,” and “Giant Birgers”

. were more. Limn I could beir. N
Nor.was it by day alone that'l had
such, hm;,m;,s In my-dreams 1. would
do advertisements for ‘that efferves-. -
cent, ;,nstn( medicine. company- and
WItlwut any

eat the * whnle t,hmg

',qualnls R
- Once: 1 dreamed of - bemg inter- R

viewed on top of a hill'of French fries

taneuusiy Telstar was beaming my

_picture and words! to " the Soviet _"' L
.Union and Red China as [ told them
how- 1 ~had reached lhe rlpe dge ul -

109, - .
' “Fdl pienty,

al’ te[u,a%t Mr. McDonﬂld fired his

~only son; .Ronald, and ipstalled mein -~ . .
his place, while .the. crowd madly .

“blew the paper wrappings off (,11(![!"
soda straws to fﬂll llke conl‘otm at my.

feet

national

The Prcacher s Magazlne -

and. ABC -simul- .-

phen ent 2 little
I'told a stunned audience, At * -
the end of the hnur long internation- -

% Butit ths onl'y a dream Slatustu«.' L
in the world of reality indicate that:”
o the larger ones don’t live to he.: 09—
-some ot evento 40 or 50, [ hﬂd Lu du .
’ -sumethmg But what! . ' e
-T'd had my fill of advice bO()kb writ-. .
“ten‘either by slim Jims or the Inter-
Sauver Kraut - Fedération..
here had m he a mtumul o

S P

- solution to my problem. It was affect- .

ing my. ministry: How. could 1 do'a
series on-the seven deadly sins? Al-

*though I had not thought of myself as
a glutton! -The habit of overediing @ -
‘had been-so gradual that T was in-
sulated from theeffect, as an elevator
‘shields its passenger from .a mrred,.
‘:"um( seption of height.. '

PR

-1 knew ‘how it happened. On thc

o farm in the pustdepression days, we
- worked hard and. bolstered our sys-
““tems with plenty of potatoes: and

-~ beans. At that.time; to be overfull

was a kind of security. The years of

. my. pro[wqmn ‘had-slowed my pace of

_ exercise. But my old system wanted -

" - to be tightly filled. 1 appcased l grew .

" to.a 48 jacket and a 46 waist.

One day. | read an advertlsement

B _"mr the (uinness Book of Records. Tt
~told .of an.infamous fat guy who had

. to be buried in a piano crate.

20" dear Lord, donl ‘let. me he .

._hurmd in a piano crate, " [ blubbered
in despair. [ tried hard: God knows'T -

lried but I was hooked on food.

© kraut’ can, nnd'[ destitutc ()l' & can

- opener;

Then a- lrlend mvlted me -ag his

R 'gueal to one of the natmnully adver-’
tised heilth spas. The exercise  was ™
'latmmhnp to your eating habit. May-

© _rigorous; hut after a showerand swim

o0 felt refre:,hed When L later sub-

s rlhed toa re;,ular ‘sensible exercise

prugrdm lfelt ;,enumely relaxed My

mmd was more alert 'l he nervous
tensions and -frustrations that had

-caused me to want to eat my way to

an early grave were gohe. -

- I had develop,ed a right idea dbout
food. A sm;,le serving, half the former
portion, 1s udsually cnuugh to satisfy
me. No.longer am I a carrot_and cab-

. bage nut; stuffmg that large- cavity -

with fow- (.lel'lO fodder. 1 no longer
feel like ‘a martyr. I'm .down'to a 46

. coat—going for 40-42~- and 39 waist.

I really feel good I'm happy with -

' myselt Carol’ encourages. me 100:*
: “Hnney, you *are really ;,eltm;, C

kany "Wow! I feel 10 feet tall:.

 So from -ihe- terrain where once -
qtnod French Prv ‘Mountain;- 1 offer
some new -advice, this Ume wnth()ut

the aid of 'l‘(,lbtar
Face facts! -
- One cannot be nverwmg,ht and hvc

a nurmni lifé-span.

Oue cannot. subsist on the lmnled
exercise of the usual professional day
One umn(}t “dream_‘his -way tn

- Off I' went-to another diet of cah. . health, nor is"there a. fad which can”

. hage and ‘wieners until 1.wished all

“whisk hlm ofi to qllme!L elfortlcssn -
the cabbage in the world was in a -~ o

Iy,
lt lmq tu he wnrkcd dl und n s hurd

-works But bhe requltq are rewarding.

‘Maybe you need tosee a doctor for-

»Clll’ll.(.dl advice. Perhapq you need {o.

review Y()Ul‘ exercise ])I'O{.‘,'I‘ﬂlll in- re-

by you'll' consider “eating the thalf- -

‘thing: But whatever you do; /do it

now. It sure beats the piano Ll"lte'. :

“In- cvungcllzmg the youth we. nrc nlso l'uCcd wnth the- mts-._
calculatmn ‘of destiny. The “Eat, ‘drink,:and be merry, for tomor-
. row we dic”’ philosophy is too common. Holiness youth must: be -
- “warned and reminded of the reality of hell! There is moré involved . "~
- than increast in church statistics and youth- programming sue- -
" cess. We are called of God to help prepare young people to be .
'-cmzens of the. (Aty of (;ud and to save souls from eternal doom.

 September, ‘19?4‘ .

R —-Talmadgc Johnson ;
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- changing me.

- through: the Holy -Spirit. .

N W

emmne roﬂmﬁf '

T Lormm, H.mshcrry s pl.ly, Th('

‘Sign in Stdncy Brusteiri's Windoi, .

: the writer- p:ctures a ('nntcmpnraryf
-couple in.a momem of reflection,, -

_ Sidney, - the man, " has -failed "at a
‘ numher of vcntures, :md his- wife, - *.
Iris, is' mixed.up about’ where life lms'
© - led them.
- ‘consider- Lhur pllght and thetr pmh-

They sit down together to

lems.
Iris puts mto wurds the deep lee!

. ings- both of them hdve. She Shys
~MSomething s, hnppenm;, to me,
. You know -what 1~
_want, Sidney?. l m twenly-nine. . . .1
widnt. to make’ it, "Sid” (quoeed by

Robert Raines; To. K(,s.s the. Joy.

Word Books,. 197¥ pp. 61-62).
Iris’ words are a . petlect t.ummnry ‘
()f the man in the pew. He comes':
' [‘rnm a’rough, workaday world,- wnth-'
. pain and with probleins. Whatever,
-else may be on his mind, he Ims a
'deep longing to make it. '

This is- where the- g_,nspe “and tht.

o hollnesa -emphasis of the Word are-,
- most appropriate; 1t has’ snm(.thm;,
_tosayto t,he man, whn rcully wants to
"make it. :

‘1. Notwe the provmom n[ (md
“May ther
God.who gives us peace make you -

holy in every way, and keep your .
" whole being, spirit, soul,

and l)ociy.
frée from all-(ault at the coming of

“‘pur Lnrd Joaur. (‘hrmt He whn calls
22 .

"By C. NEIL STRAIT :

- !':ru_r_u .'"'U‘" Ave n.w Clivre b of the Nunu! e, Rmm(-;'WhI

Guaranteed for Llfel

1 Thessa!omans 5 23 24

you w:ll do |l !uuiuse hc is fmthlul"‘ .
(umd vas fnr o

© A1 Thess, " 5:23-24
Modern Man). LN

God has. provulud s ilts Hniy

number,
thuught )
Flck J36: 'Z..)-‘»’f) 2‘3‘ )
. Zech. 4; 6 and 13:1
~John. [4: 16- 17 .

4 Rt)mun'-. 5 (the “mucll
" more’ phl‘.lh(“i}
Rum 6:6. and 8:1-2

1 Thess, 43

Heb. 7:25

l'l’e 3 18
Juhn 1:7,

These verses point-up the prnw-f '
sions that are ‘avaitable for the yield- .
ed- hlcf——th(, man whu re.llly wants o

'_muke it.

Two thmgs Lqu]d e’ remembered |

" ubout the provisiois: available: -
AL They are from.God. Trite, may-

ho but important. He who is s ¢ reator '.

_now is the Provider.

B. They are for ![l(.l’l You und me,
FFor our llvmg"-m a problem-prone, - -

sin-possesséd_world. 'When we ‘keep

“in mind the intent of the. Wurd—'um‘."
u)nw.y the ° message of -God to us-—. .
- then we grasp the mgmt:mncc nf llle S

‘provisions. -

The prc)vtslene of (:od lhrou;,h the = -

Holy Spirit, offer two things: -~ -
A. Remedy, or-cure, for sin. Man"q'.

1. From the lm!uya l-n,;,'lnh V:rvmn n,f !hr Nr'w L

: ;I(;[:‘lamuu (upvru‘hl s 'Armrnun lhiﬂt ‘snudv s
. } 3 .

) Th‘e.Pr'eﬂi;her's‘ M,agazine N

bpml to help ug make it in life. A
of” su‘rpturcs suppnrt thls,'.'

- xa_l..Z:Z(?-': i
CUEphl 149

L s v P 8

-cach day the disease and the: despair .
“due -to sin:

'

h:g pmhlcm is sm and HL“ And hc
secks in vain for a qnlutmn

‘-'iumut,l Beckett, in his play, End- .-

gmnc suppests that there is a God-
void that. can he filled ‘only by God.-
Modern man  is realizing more

Kari Menninger’s’ book,
Whatever Became of Sin? poings-to

. the sin problem that will not.. cin- .
' - among other things, this means- at:. .

" not, be ignored.

Through  scripture,

man. to -the Saviour, “who forgives

. through- repent.;nw, .md who curés

the sinfiilness of the human hcur(-

o through the giving of His Holy Spirit. .
© The verses, previously listed, will.

“support the remedy suggested.

-The hope we can share with people;

is that ‘the remedy offered thruu;_,hl

»

- the work of: the Holy Spirit is not
short-lived; like the tcmpurdrv solu-
tions of ‘the ‘world.-
g ;guzirdnteed for life!

This runedy i

-B. Resources for lwmg are other

.mcturs to LUIISIdCI‘, 'l he pruw«wns of -

W -c_un p()in_l '

'(md thr()ugh thc Holy bpmt give -

resources for living above sin.

T'he man who really wiants to make-
it spiritually wants not only to curb-
§in, but to find its cure. This is-avail-

“able  through the rcsnuru:'w of* thb

Huly Spirit.

-'No.one knows more  what, hﬁ, nLeds c
*thnn Gad. His plan ‘of redemption

has brought us atonement. And,

one-ment with ‘God. To be. His,: in -

““this way, is to have alf the rcsourws'
‘that a Father: can give-to a child.

Such resources are given out of love - ¢
in order that the child can bring hun- -

or to the Father’s'name:.

God’s pruvmlmq, through-the H()ly R
' Spmt equip us us children of God to”

.make it in life in'such a way that our,

-llvm;, brings glory to the.Father.

We. then can déclare a messlgc!

AIIE T
- B

The Heavenly Father

By E Homer Land*

Scmm'tmé“--[]ph 1:2-6
TrxT:

“Rock of Ages,™ the- “Shieltering Rock,”

' L th “Strong Tower,” the “Almlghtyg; l_hc
i,’iv- '

“Mast High,” “Jehovah,” and ‘the

- ing God,” among nther names.

In Isa. (6:13 we read, “*As one whom Inh
mother unnl‘nrtuh

_ yml » Here." Gad “is. u}mpured to. .our -
. precious mothers, ‘and we could never (ell
- of the manifold blessings and comforts of

a govd mother. ‘The text pointsout the fa:-
' ‘thérhm)d nT- God's- miLuf(:..

. '1' vnngvlmt lhﬂo. C nln

. September 1974

- Our Fa ther whuh art in hmm-n .
"_('Lukell‘z) REIR :
Gad hag mzmy names, He is ul“ed th(-,

‘Mothers are,

' ;,ruit .md unpurt.mt hut we must have a

father to- make the: family - circle. conti-
plete. So it s with. the family 6f, God.

I'mibeen washed i the fmmlmn
(.lL‘dl'l‘aL‘(l by His blowd!"”

' thm is guarinteed for life: The provi-

. sions of God, through the Holy Spirit,
“are .1dcquate to help usreally make it
- ~—and Lo make'it trtu_mphantly -

T I'm o so glad Ponaopyrt, of the family nf =
-God;

- We could never explain ali our Heuvcn- :

: ly Father menns to us, buL quI pmnl out

a few fuus

Darwinism and a}l scientific evulul,mnury
“thearies of creation must go by the'board,

Let’s cling to the Bible: “And God said;
JLetus ‘thake main'in our image, after our

likeness: and let'them have dominion

23

fort - 1. Our chvcnly l'alhcr is our Pru;,rcn-
so will ' comfort - itor. We come from Him. He created us!

~over the figh of the sea, and over the fowl .-




[EPSEORNE. SPS——————— B

“Tearfully

“The Paalmist said,

CGen. 1671,
shicld, and thy exceeding great rewnrd."

24

of the air, und over the cattle, and over
all the, earth, and dver cvery creeping.

"~ thing that chcpeih upon the c:u‘lh So
* God ereated man in his own image, in the
image of God created he hing; male and |
female created he-them”

(Gen. 1:26-27).
Verse 8 says, “And God blessed them
and God satd unto them, Be, fruitful, and’
multiply, and replenish’ th(; _cnrt_h." Dy
1390 0 says, “Lwill praise thee; for' ] atn
and wonderfully : made:”
vellous are thy w(:rks un(l t}ml my soul -
knoweth right_ well.” o

Gad cieated and lurmed s 50 W(.'” l!ml

Cman is- luwm;, a hard titne-reproducing

the parts of our God-made Bodies which
fail> Wooden legs, artifici aL arms, false
hair, teeth, and glass eyes are popr.make:,

- shifls for the organs (renwd l'reah Irum _'
* the hand of God. :

I, Our Heavenly' Father is. m:l onl\
our, Progenitor; He is nlso our Provid-

er. 'T'he nature, tluty, and joy of a fathér .
-are to provide for his own. Before God
Cmade lhe stomach,. He provided food. ta -
* sustain us. Before He made the fungs, He
_ air . in ‘abundance for an 10
breathe. “Your heavenly Father knuWefh

‘created

that ve have need nl all these things.
“I have been, youny,
and now’ am old; yet Have 1 not. sgen the

-Trighteous i()l‘HdkL‘ll nor' hig secy he;,;,m;,
“hread” (37:25)

: CAlsu see Matt, 6:25-8.
The Liord of Host's. who paid dm_lhie;tuxe.

Aram the mouth'of a fish, who fed 5,000
“men_ besides women sl children with.

five small lonves and-two fislies, still livés
andis “able-to do exc ecdlng uhund.ml'l\
above all that we ask or think:™ In these:

" days of so-calléd heef shortage, God owns’

" the cattle on a
Robinson said, “And all: the inters in llw »
‘hills.”

thousand hills, Bud:

Whlle I was, [msmrmg in I.muswlle

“Ky..-my, hedhh broke; | went west and -

had -ty send my- Lwo (Iuldrcn away o’
relatives for. food. My Heavenly Father.

got word u_f the "pitiful plight, took aver
ceompletely,- and. did

dantly aboveé! fnr both ol them

our l’ruvul(,r'

' lll ()ur lleavmly F nlhcr is our. Pro—- .
fenitor, Provider, and -our Protector.

Praise His name! God said, {6 Abrahamin

“Fear not, Abram: T am thy

mar- .

“exceeding abun-, ;
rod s

- and
weeks: later- 15 H.
. enemy sunk mu)thur boat by mistake, My- -
Henvenly ¥ .tthe\' pmlmlvd the bay frum "
v walery grave, Jehovah-jireh!.

“them' behind -His back,,

-Pm;u!mtwn for our’ sins,

'Leptrtm o,
rt.hm;,-» wrife | unto yuu. that ye, sin not.
And il any man sin, we hive an advacate: .
with:the l';l!hcr Jesus - Christ the righ-

I Psalm 91 you bave a real picture of our

Heavénly Father's protection for His chil-
adren, _
Moses from Pharach, David from the de-

our Protector in these days.,

- During World War [I; my.son’s n.wal -
thp WS rcpnrlul hlll\k CGiod pave e the .
where T was’ -
I,)u\pqruln prayer -
“Three

warning in Elk City, Okla.,
g-_ng.lgmi ine-a. revival,
fuith reached the throne.

cwrule me that the

V. ‘Our Heavenly F ather, lhmugh His

“T'he same- God who. protected -

-structive sword ol Saul; Hezekinh and the
Asrackites from the Assyrians, and Poul
~and Silas in the Philippian: jail, is still |

only hegotten, wrgm-lwrn Son,is ‘the”

That word
prupltmtmn means favor, forgiveness, nc-
MMy hittle children; : these

teous; ind he is thv |nrnpmullun !()r ur

gingz and not for ours only, but alsd for,

the sins “of the wlmfc wurld" (l Jnhu 2.

:l))
g “Hv wils . wuuntled for Qur teanspres- -
gions, lie was bruised for our iniyuigics:

the chastisement of our.peace was wpon

himy and with his n(r:pca we uru h(‘ xlvd‘
{[san. BA:6Y. . .
“Thongh \,'uur sins h(' as se .1r1(-

thev

shall be as whl{c 8 Snow;. llmu;,h tli('\ he

red -like crtmscm lht'\ shd[[ be as wool”
(Fsu, 1:18).

M we confess Ql]l‘ sins, lw is - lulhtui o
und just to forgive us our sins, and.to" -

cleinge us, from  all unru,htvnusnesa
{1 Jobn - 1:9). Chirist forgives our sing; ])ut'w

Tthe sen of His lor;‘ctiulneﬁs—-tu remen-
ber them spdinst” us ne more forever,

- Blood,” ; »
[‘mnlly, since God is our Heavenly I* .

Through Christ’s virginbirth, sinless life,

meritoriols death:on the' Cross, and -
re'iurrevtum, our. Heavenly Father offers:
¥ sins

T

the . propitiation: for our- sins.
rose us high as a’mountain, but they all

'dlsnppcure(l i the Fountain.” “Min¢ in-

iquities so’ vnst have been blotted oul at
last.

tlwr onge of thcw grult (lnyq there will he

The Preacher s Magazlne

casts them into

My sins’ urc nll cuvered ‘hy the;

Bl B, T T T

- West

‘,:b"lltcmbcrl - T ' T ' S T
'- . September);

htiul'u'lw

i lN'l'—lmmur[‘mN
~Widked Husbandman,™
called—or, more simply, “The l’uruhlc of

“was still talking to-the chief” prwah und-
“elders- whe had -confronted Him. in . the

“What follows, suggequd Lhul it wub u
‘ qhuru,mp nrran;,cment \

o Sgapiemper, 1974 -

a rvum:m ol the immlv n[ (m:l--— a home.
coming dayin“the skies! What a day-—-
when they come from the Fast and the -
,-and the North and the South -

g i s ok e

THE SiN OF HEJECTION {21: 42)
Matt. 2158846 =
CThe =P nrulalﬁ of  the

as it s usually

the Penants" —follows closely on. “the.im-

- miedintely pru,e(hm, “Parable of the Two

' Sons.! This is indicated by the introdug- -
" tary words: ”lleur another parable™ (v,
“39). Havisy very. briefly ex;msc(l the fact

that the religious leaders were giving God

dip service but actially disobeying Hing, -

Jesus now spelled ont more futly their’
sin and.the sing of their predecessors, He

lcmple and- chullcnged lh-‘ authority
+5). They had -sinped ;.ru_wuslv

= ngmnst (md and lhc peaple,

1. The Wl(Kln TENANTS (vv, 33:39)

hsua told- of o man- who planlvd a

vineyard “and hedged it round about™
probably with a stone- \vull, as Stones are

oxucdmglv plentiful in Palestine; - He =

dug o winepress for squeezing the juice
out of the grapes and, a5 a last touch, -

huilt - an - observation | lower * to ;.unr(l-__-

against thieves. "Then ho rented the vine-
yard ‘to'some tenants and went nbmnd,

“and they sit down with Abraham, Isanc,

'lhﬂn the first time, T hc\' were treated i m :

i

and Jacob jn the kingdgm of oor F ather. _
“When the roit is mHLd up yonder, I’ H he S

there,” 3

Al the me ul grnjw ‘harvest (c:lrly_'
‘the. owner soht: sume ser--
vints (o collect his share of the erop. The . -
“ Jenpnts seized the servants and: ot rid ol ’
“them by, h('ﬂhm,, lullluu,r un(l slml_mg_'
Then! .
“Again the owner- hﬁ.’l]( servnnlx more -
like fashinn. Finally, be sent his aun.
cthinking that U)ov wuult! tcrlmnlv rc

“spct him,

When the tenants rew;..m.red the own: -
er's .sun appennng on the seend, they
amd “This is ‘the heir; come, let us klll
" hin, and 161 us seize ﬂlbhlh mhentan(e
" Bo they cuupht Nim, thrpw Hm out’of Ihc‘

’ vmeyﬂr(l and killed him.

'The interpretation of all this is qultc
cu-\y to see. The: “lwmehulder was God;
“thie meyurd was the nation of Iqrael
(ef, Isa. 5:1°7); and. the tenunts were the' -
rchgmm l(‘ild[’[“\ af t[w pe«rple T he ser-

- By Ralph Earle,
Prafessor ot New Testament

" Nararene Theological ;
‘Seminary, Kansas City. Mo Ll
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a0 :
- By .)skm;, the ¢ hwf pru'wtq und cldersa
~simple question, (Ima! guve them the
opportunity - of pronouncing their gwn.
“doom. Said He, “When the owner comes’
home, what will hedo to those tenants?”,
" Obviously the chiel priests had not yet
caught the ﬂ])plluilum of  the! parable,
" for they r(-phvd that ihie:owner would de-
“stroy those wicked mien and let the vine-

“taken from you,

~Jéws” would Tose)

~has 4 prw.lte

vants were the prophets of the Old Testa:

ment period, nunibers of - whom: were

bcuten or killed by the pnc%ls and people:-

Finally God sent ‘His own Son. But the
leaders of the nation were ow abmit to

seize Him and ‘have’ I-hm exv(utul uut_ )
side the nty walls,

II lmmhpn- mu'mm‘-:m”rmu (vv l(l'

yard out to more. warthy tenants. L:tt!e
did _they realize that lh(_y were pro-
nouncing, thmr awn HLlllt‘Il(L

44)

He- was talking about. So Aesus guoted
from P’s. 118:22-23: T he” stone which
the builders rejected” —the Greek means
“thn.w aside after careful exsmination”
“the same is become. the head-of thc

“corner.” Christ-is'the Foundation Stone,
Cthe C nrnusl(mc, and the Keysl(mc uf' the .
~_arch above.'No wonder Jesus finished the
. “quotation: “This is the Lord’s doing, and.
it is marvellous ‘in: our éyes”! What the 7
- Pralmist wrote o thousand years hofnre

was now taking place.
“"Then Jesus made the appluatmn ('Ienr

their peivileged place as' God's chosdn

New Testament.

':lIl i_m Immnmu Avv, ICAT[!IN (vv -

As He often dld lu.un. pmntcd l,hese r('-,'-
hp_mu% léaders to their own ‘-:(rlpturua .
they had only read them with. spiritunl’

<insight they would have known what -

" and plain: “*The. kmj,,dum of God shall be.”
and’ given to a nation’
brigging forth the fruits thereof.” "The -
at “least “temporarily,

This was. the first dpphwtmn of the.

Isracl. Verse 44 could: be- given this na-

tional application, but, perimps it -alsn
. personal one. Whoever -
. Ail,umhlu-; over “llllﬁ stmw“ {(‘hnst) -thut .

'26

v

',puml)ic, and it felated to the nation of

o Scrier um.

-I_ |NVIIA’I[0N l{hll-l"ll-l) {w 3 :)

.more itrpent. call.

he-h_us just thrnwn aside!

‘whom it fulls in judgment will be grourid

Mo ;mder " Ihis was the fate of Jeru:

salem and- its religious leaders at the
‘hands :)t:_tho l!{nmun:.._ And this will be the
final deom of all who reject Christ.

ScptvmbcrH e . -im.,'

A 'WEDDING FEAST c:)z 2y’
‘Matt. 22014
INTRODUCTION: Almost everybody llk(“-. 10

po-to o W(_ddlll;., I'his. was, and i, eb-
peeially true'in the Fgstern world! One’

~ ean still see a wedding reception ‘with
over a thousand puests eating together.

“But the marriage ol wking's son “Would be’

[n receive an in- - ..
vitation would he a hl;rh hnnnr ‘No-in--

- vited, guests would wsmt lu IIIISH 11' Or

# very special aeension.

wnu](l thvy ?

In those days. of no clocks and - calen-

(hll’h ivwas the umlum not only to send-- .
formai invitations, but to follow this up. .
. _hy aservani. unmm;, nt the spvc'!lled hlm- o
- to get Lthepuests. In this instance o very -
~ strangé thing took’ |)lmc the guests re-
- fused to come! a

The King sent ‘othcr M.rvnnta w:th n
The invited-. gueqta
“made light of it”

that.the lun;, ‘Gent: his | armies to (lcﬁ.trnv

) thme murderers and, burn Aheir city.
It 'is ensy to see that leaus is talking

about the same situation as in the. pre-

vigus parible. In' hulh cases the action (ol '
tenanis and guests) is unhehwuble Hul ClL
_Chrigt,was trying (o show how unre.isnn- ot

‘ " able it was for the Jewish leadérs {o're:
people - entrusted with divine revélation. .

The },,mpel and -its |)mmulga!1(m would |
- be given {o the (xennles as we rua(l in Lhc

~ject Him as their Messiah, resulting in .
the dcstruul(m ()f Jcrusalcm by “the ~
th)muns e

: . [NVIIA’II()N hxrmm-'n (vv 8 10} - )
The oxen-and fattened cattle had all.
_ been killed- and the feast made’ ready -
. (v. 4). Somebody. must_eat the bountiful
,sprend So the'king told his servants to ©
B0 oul mtn Lhe illghwnw and mwle all

The Preacher 5 Magazme

—will be “brok- .,
en”--literally, " tcrushed.”” 'But  he un

" and went their various
‘ways. Some even mmtrcnted -and killed . -
. the servants. It is not. aurprmng to read -

1
1

K
4
N T En

Cthe 'p(.,nple they found. What g treat for -
the poor! Finally there were guests -

cm:u;,h Lo fifl all the: pluces A roy.nl time
was had by all!
So{arthe application is mu;h hkc that

_nf the previous purable The Jews were

~ Airst invited to the messianic banguet-=a
-f.wnrltc cxpression  with them. -

they l'l.j{.(,[Ld the invitation, - the “Gen- -

- tites—even the pmrest—wcre invited (o

Lnkc Lhmr pl.lu.s in the kln;.(lnm of Gud

1L INVII‘AII()N l)lsuonomn (vv. 1-13)
When' the king. came in_ta seethe

‘;,ucsl,s, he’ dhcnvured that one of them

T owis not wearing the prem.rlhcd wedding
garinent.. Upon béing: quc‘;uune(l the of-. -
~fending guest was speechless. The king,

~ orderéd ‘the servanis ‘to throw him, out-

-side “inty outer darkness.”

Es

Cthat the

- John'Wesley has a %rmnn entitled * ()n
the Wedding Garment.” 1n this he says

- Lord.” It s ohly holiness “that will Tit-us

o tobe ‘at thie marringe supper of the l,umh :
".in the presence of a lmly God..

" Concruston: Christ’s main npplummn of
- the parable'is found in v. 14: “For many

“are called, but fcw are chosen’ Auheumae

©{hey refuse*to accept the call, as the
. parable shows. This one ‘verse wipes out-

- the idea of the “effectual ualhn;.." of “the

“ eleet.” Christ calls ¢
" but only a “few” rmpc)nd to-the call.

2 'The ;wraunal warning -in’ verses 11-13

: ahuuld not be missed, To. emll -one of us’

o gomes the qucstmn Do yqu h,lve on the ',

. .wcddln;, gnrment" - '

‘ Septcmber l.) '

‘many”’-to himiself,

“18 THEHE A HESURRECTION" (22 321

) Scuu'rum.

M'ltt 22 -3

" InTronucTiON:” One duy during Passion

‘Week, Jesus was asked three lluchl,mna in

' public. Their importance-is shown by the .

. fact. that. they -are included’in all thiree
: - Byhoptic (nmpels 1n our study of Mark . -
" last year we noted the first and third -

'qucatmns. Now we look at the seu)n(i

L A lecumua PROPOSAL (vv zs 28)-
. The. buddut_eea accnpted Lhe Penl.x-

Seplember. 1974 X

When -

wedding garmcnt is “holiness, _
‘without wluch no man shall see “the

..

teu«.h wlmh was the, bdw-. uf the prigstly
system that they controlled. Bt they
tended to ignore the laier prophetic writ-

"ings af .the Old Testament. Specihes lly

" they denied the resurrection (v. 23).
they -came to Jesus with n hypntheum[
situation, hopm{_, to leCl‘Ldll Hlm and -
. His teac hing, . o
" Fimst, they called uttentmn to Moses

: mstructlnm about a man rmlrrylm, ade- -’
. ceased . brother's widow and raising chil-

“dren- to . perpietuate his ‘hrother’s name.

*"This was called a levirate mnrrmg,e (frnm :

the Latin levir, “hrothes-in-law™).’ ‘
“Then they constructed a ridiculous
umc ane that prohably never lmppcncd .

woman, with -no offspring resulting.
Finally the woman died (v. 20, afte

. wearing oyt seven hualmnda

Then " they. posed their qucsuon thnt
~they thought' would really *floor” the
Teac her ‘They ‘asked: *“I' herefore:in the
resurrection whnqe wife shall shc be ()I'".

. the seven?for ‘they’ all hn(l her." AR

lI A SPIRITUAL. L.m{ (vv '29-30) _
- Jesus’ answer was. penetrating: e do -

efr, nol Knowing the scriptures, nor. the -

power of God.” These are the Lwo great”

" areas of spiritual jgnorance on the partof * ..
even many church members. The only

way to’ promuh,zm' ‘and perpetuate” true’

“doctring is to know ‘the bnnpturca ‘and” .

“the power of God: Either one alone is not
enouph. We nced to know the Seriptures
“in order to keep our heads straight. But.
.we also need Lo know the power: ol"Gud i
pt.rsmml expertenu: in-order to keep our
. hearts-in proper shape.: » .
"The question of the l’hnnsccs was ir- -
“‘relevant, because Lthere is no'marriage in ..

Jheaven? l-ur the next life-we shall have.a -
T new Imdyw“u spiritunl, hudv {1 Cor. 15:

»

- 44), not a pl\y-ﬂcul body..

I A Living REALITY (Vv. .il .12)

" Then Jesus quoted the Old Testument: . -
_passage (Exod. 3:6) that declares: "'l am.
the God of Abraham, and.the God of
_1saac, and the God of Jacob.” He does not
say, “I was,” but “l am."” Christ. pmcecd-
‘ed to.make the application: “Gad is nnt _
lhe (md u!' th(. .dead, hut of the’ llvmg

Con UHION How do we know tlmt Lhc,.
resurrection is-a true doctrine? First, ‘be-
* cause ol Christ’s resurrecnon ’[‘hcn bc-’

27

-vqeven brothers marrying the same -



It

Y S

cause Hc the rf.surret_leci C hl’l'»l h'.cs in

~our hearls wday

Scptémbcfr_ 2

THE WAY up |s DOWN (23 12)

Matt H I'J

“ INTRODUCTION: “Blessed. are the puthrﬁ
for they get ahead.” That is the philoso-
phy.of the world. “And snmenmea it seems
to'wirk—for a wh:le '

SCHIPTURE:

But God's way up is down;: \\ ¢ haveto .

_#0 down in humility befire we éan rise in

pawer, Jesus said i{, and Fle spoke the
_ “For. whoever exalty
* himgelf” will be humbled,.

truth, He declared:
and whncver_

humibles Ium%ll will be exalted™ (NIV).!

1. I’mmwr‘ Hyrocrisy (vv P IJ

“Jedus reminded His disciples Lhm the,"
,nwl nnd the -

“scribes Itemhers of Lhe
Pharisees” sat in Moses'
Greek word s, cathedra,

“gent.” T b
from which we

©get “thhtdrdl"wthe seat of abishop. To

Hpeﬂk ex_ cathedra is to v.pcdk from” th
seat of suthority,. <.

As tenchers: of th Law, the- erihe
~were successors to Moses, who ‘gave the
Law.- So their (eachmm weré to be fol-
lowed: Jesus said: “So you must ol)w
them and do. Lverythlm, they tell yvou.-

Bat do not. do what they do, for’ lhw do
. hot pmctu_e what Lhey prcﬂch (v .i :

NIV)

Nat only paswrs but ‘aunduy school
teuchera and ‘parents, hiave a unique and
“solemn responsibility. They are to ;omh

. the truth of. (md' Word to those who are

undl.r their cara: But r.fu,y must-also he

" sure thai they pmc,tlu: what they prmich

Inc(m‘uqtency wdq thc cmwmn;;, sin of the
l’hurlaeeq

li I’umus.«uc I‘mm. (vv 5- 7) ‘ .
The Pharisees believed in pumng' their
‘piety on piarade, for everybody-to see.- On
their futhends and arms they wore large
“phylacteries”—little leather or ‘wooden..
‘cases. containing scripture- portiodns.
'Hle‘ie can still be seen at the West Wall -

L Qm)tmmns from - The ' Net. Inl('rnntumai Ver-. .
‘sion, mpyrluhl 1971, by New York Hible Society [n

lcmntiunul wfe u-ud by penmxwm

e

-

. ders of their garments.
- refers 10 the long tassels on their prayer

[InTRODUCTION: - Seven. times, in. ‘
. Vverses .loquq qayﬂ “Wne unto ynu. H(.l’ll)es o

nf.]erusulum furmcrlv tuntil l‘)G?) cnl]et!
“the Wailing Wall.” . ,
“The Pharisees nlso enlur;,ed “'the bnr
" This prnhubh

shawls, .
pmuw

lhoy wnntcd to - appear- vcr&

Their pride. k'd 1hem to seek Uthe p!mv .
‘ ‘of honor.at hzmquuta and the nmat |m|)nr

Aant seats in the symagogues” (NIV).
the mﬂrketp].lws they loved tohe g ;,reou-rl

s *Rabbi"—literally "My master,” a
~title of respect- for Jewish téachers.

"~ Mark 12

238 we are told that lhey loved to -
wedr, lqn;,. flowing rubm as a sipgn of thelr
profession. They were “ostentatious "in
their ‘display of superior learning and .

: pletv But prlde is d deninl of gudhmsa

NI, Crustian” Humii 812
In the Greeli the samv pmr of verhs is - AN | o (vv 12)

~used |n hnlh c]ause o

i’ride of position i utteriy unchristinn,

° We shnul(l not seck to he exalted above

vur brother in Chrigt . hut should exall
Him who is qur real Master, .
It is obvious-that “call no man yourtn»

ther upon the eacth” must be tuken in the |

light. of - the context. - To interpret. it’
htemlly would mein that no one, could

_address his earthly parent as. “Fdlhor," o
‘which'is quite contrary to the fifth com-.
tnandmcnl (Exod. 20: 19). What it means --

- is that- the highest honor .and. devotion
'must be reserved for our Henvcnly F‘n- :

ther, not given to dur peers,
The same goes fory, 10, where the wur(l
for master’

‘a tt-d(,hcr. In modern Greek it is

used for

our mlleg’es It is the. “a[)]!’lt of qeeklm,

" As elk.ewhcre ‘the Masler declnrcs thul

-_,the sign of true greatncss is humblt ser-
* yice: The greatest piefson is the one whn is
.most w;llmg to’ he the servant nfull

: September ".}
) WOE 70 THE HYPOCRITE! (23 13a) °

-

lhesc

‘Somlrru_lw_ Matt. 23 1’!-.1():

. The Preachet s Mngazlne

(twice) is’ kathcgctes (only- "
“here in N'I‘) It hterally means “g ;,uuie,

~and so
professor.” Clearly; it .doesn’t* -
“mean that this title.should not he used. ity "

In « -

,.,(‘
Imnnr and prestige that Jesuh is wurmm, o
‘n;,mnﬁt

i
i
i
.

AR JPRRL SN AR,

.

' mLerpru ation ‘of the

' ﬂl (‘nmumm THE SACM.I) (vv 16-22)

i

-and’ Pharisees,. hypocrites!”" (\?v__'."t:l,' 15,
lh, 13, 25, 27,-29). Versé 14 is'not found |

i the enrliest 'and best Greek manu-
acr:pt-: of Matthew,

" ment.is genuine in Mark 12:40.

" What applitation might lhew seven -

“though th siate-

:sins Of the ancient Pharisees have to us
mdm" Letls tnkv adook st them:’

. CLOSING THE KIN( DOM-(v: ll) !
Jesus.said, “‘n’uu shut the kingdom of -

heuvun in men's Taces” {NIV},‘The Phari-

J8ees were doing this by their legalistic
Old - Téstament,
therehy closing the ,d_cmr of faith 1o their
hearers. We do the same when we anisin-

. tu'prc[ thid ;,nspel by our l:ps or lne-‘

. CoMPassING e lw\urlt (v 1B
This zeal for ‘making converts may be
“séen in several seets today, "The snd thing:

:' is that . sOme |1enpie are Worse. nf[ ufter .

tlu« cnnvursum

~The l’hanaevq were putting a hu,hu
vnluc on the mnterml than on the spiritu-

Jalht wirs Gud's prcseme in-the Temple—
L naos,

samluury "—that made it sacred, -
nol the, expensive gold that - uwercd it
Similarly the altar of sacrifice was what ”

~sanctified the gift placed on it, Men tend
Tt wurqh:p mnney and enrlhlv posses-
‘sions. Bt it-is-the s:lt-red things thut ﬂrc'

of etepnal wnrth

AR C()NFOUNI)IN(, VAI UES . (w 24 24)

This sin of. the Phurmeea is still v(,ry
common. They were- giving “meticulous

atténtion 1o tithing everythmg even set-!

tmg aside ‘ane seed. out® of 10 from Lhmr
“.-garden . herbs, “But -they- neglected - the
‘weightier matiers - of rchgmn~mstue
“ mercy, and faithfulness. 1ts “the old
.antithesis hetween rituﬂlmn and. ¥igh-
teousness, is in the Book {)f Amos, Peo:
ple put. L,ruucr vilue. on kéeping ‘the

outward rules of the charch than on Lhe :

“inner (‘lmstum vnrtues B

__V CLhAN‘sING THE Olm.lm. (vv 25- 2(:)

This sin is closely reluted to the pre- -
vious one. The Pharisees were very. carg-.-

. Tul -about. thur outward hw,s. but- they

lucked purity of heart, (10d hmkq at our ;

‘inner lwea

VI Comun*rma THE lelm‘ (vv 7. 28)
..Imus used another . ﬁgure to porlruy

September 1974 S

) mlquny

' righteotis™ - (v.

'riued in a.n. 70,

e

“stitl ‘more vividly this important truth.

- He said that the -Pharisees wore like . |
whitewashed tombs, Outwardly they ap- |
peared heautiful, hut inwardly they were’

* “fuyll of dead mean’s bones, and of all un-

c!emmcsq " They gave people the impres..
sion- that ‘they.! were .tighteous, when.
mwardly lhev were' “iull (:f hypncnsy nnd §

[}

VIL (‘uNTlmnm. ru? .’I’Fnss‘cmcw '(v"-

Ca946) -

A
Rehgmm groups teml to \wrslup thelr

- past. They revere the memory of their-:
fouriders, '
_'cmulnte Lhelr t"mth and qpmh

but, toqg  often - they . fail’ ta

So Jesus said, *You build tombs for lhe—
prophets and (lcmrale the praves of the’
29, NIV, These pious
listeners claimed. that they would not -
have persecuted those prophets. as-their
forefathers did. But actoally they were-
already’ pcnecutmg.]esus and wnuld 5001

~ condemn Him to death. -

Christ declared that. all the hlunti thd
from Ahél's to Zachariah’s woild be re-
qguired in jud;,menl of that prcsent ;,en-ij
eration.. This “sad. prophecy was -ful- -
when - the” Romans
-destroyed Jerusalem, killing many dews

. and ‘taking others as captives.-

[t should’ be said; of course, that not all
the seribes-and’ Pharisces were hypo--
crites.. Nl(,()dl.‘]‘llllb and Joseph of. Ari: -
mathaen are notable exceptions; But tog
many were, and. toq many prufeaamg
Christians lmluy are: gunlty of some mea-’
surc ni msmmnty nnrl mcunmstcnc

* [
if you want to be dislrc-,sed 7
look within, -
’ "li' you want 10 be dcfeﬂted
look bm,k
1f yuu wnnl to be’ dlbtruclcd S
look around.
_If you wait to be dlsmuyed
" look uheud ‘
... Il you wunt to l)c dchghtcd
lnok up ’ .
L -—Sclectcd -

29 -



Our ngh Prlest

- 'lfr.’i-n llch 4 14 16

" need. This was not true for the lsruelites

"o the Old ‘Testament: Only the high
" priest was ‘permiited-to go into the haoly:
of holies {presence of (mrl) .lnd then on-’

ly once i year.-
_ Jesus Christ, our ngh_ l’rlest., Ims

S muade it possible for mankind-to have sins
* lorgiven; have a pure-lieart; walk in the
7 light™of God's will; -and to -be.in His

. prescnw al any- llme, in any. place,

“There- are sevéral blessings Christinns .
receive . from  desus  Christ, our High.
Priest, which enahlv (hnsmms Lo keep

the [:lth

I, Ou Hmn l’mrst 'Iummu Hmvm

(14).

'_ A Jesus did fmt ‘take thc bl(md of' o
goats and ealves into the presence

of the Heavunly Tather,

~ - sacrifice; being His very life.

C.: Therefore, we ¢an go to the Heav:

cnly - Father for, our nuéds, not

pleadin;,' our | merits, “but. the

hl(md of our H];,h I’r:est

% Ourt Hien Prisst Is 'l‘uuuwn wm{'-

OuR INFIRMITIES (1 a).

;. AV Jesus ‘Christ. iy not u)!d w1th un-"

fecling; ru@lu,r. He h,uh‘undimtriy,'

©qualified to-sympathize with us.. %
"H. “T'he tenderness nnd sympathy. of

. Jésus Christ bring_warmth; love,
zmd undaruumdm;, (Matt. 11:28).

" C. Through our High Priest we can
© Cdeféat the-temptations of b.ltun -

L Our Hhén: kst ALLOWS Us To,_ =
X ' bum-rmu-“ Phil, 1:12- 14

-Touck HEAVEN {15),
‘A, W(. can.came holdly to (md

ag -

) " B..He took His atoning’ blood; Hi-‘i:"'

B We can_come wn}mut llundtmn =

s Lromhhng mkmg {or .lH fhc
. mercy we need for our sins.

© ¢, We can ask without embarrass. )
© - ment for grace 'to kéep us from]

sin, . .,

~Conerusion:” Fvery - Christian can hold

L3

firmly to the faith, “fight the good fight,

~and run-the race well, inishing the course

“hecause of the blessings of our “High
" Priest, who- touched heaven “for -us, - is
touched with nur ml"rm!llc N .m({ :ll!nws"

LT us to touch Iwuven
- INTRODUCTION:. (Jhrlstmns can come- mtu '

.. the presence of God at any time, lor any -

R()NM D" l) ANAMII)NP

‘ Se.ﬁmon dum'r.f'e.'s-or'i-EPhih'pp:'ans' .

i

Ty Blessungs in, God

' S(‘lmlum l’hlﬁ 1:1-7

I. lelowsllll' IN THE (x(]‘sl'l-l (v \5)
f(,”Uthl[) in the pospel.”

lI FUIINPSH o¥ Gm) (v. 6}
4. . . he which-hath began a”good

~the day of Jesus (‘hrig,t"_"

L l-‘Low or Grace (v. 7). 7 .
“ yL all are pdrt.lkers uf my,"

s
},TJ]L(.‘

¢

Blessmgs in. Spmtual Growih
bCltil"l‘UllF‘ Phil, 1:8- e

L bpmrrum Dr,vu.upmm (v ‘))

that yout love may abound yu

"mure and mure in. knnwlcd;,c an(i in ...

il _|ud;,mem

-.'Il;‘ ‘5mmru.u. l)lsm-:mm.m (v i())
E .“'l‘hut ye- may uppruvc Lhm;,a tlml'

. are excellent.”

111, SpirTuaL I)hum ESip (v ll)
MBeing filled with the fruits of righ-

‘teousness, which are hy desus Clirist, -
unto the glory.and praise of God.”

Blessmgs lrom Trouble

1. BLESsINGS N Pwmunmw (v 12)°
MBut 1 would ye should under-;tamd

The Preacher 5 MagaZme

'wnrk in you will perfoem it untid the -

i it St b e L - e et e i

.t

'l.)re(hrun that the things which hap-

pened unto e have fallen out mthmf

_unto. the furthcrunu: u[ thc ;‘qucl

1. Bonps 1N ALl b ACES (vo li) (Hnn(ls T
- : TV, Joy N THE SemiT (v, 97y

of tove and service to God) .

““So that my bonds in C hl‘l‘;l are

© manifest in :lII lhv pﬂluu, nml in n[l
other p!d( es.

I BoLpNESS 0. I’uou,AIM (v 14)

L waxing umr{lvnl by my lmmls
dre much more hold to speak - the
. word wsthnul it'ur

4 Q-

Cons!ant Joy ln the Lord

.. s RIPIURE: Phil. 1:21-30 3 .' T

I luv ™ Live (v 21y
“I'ur lu me un Iwe is (1 hrht

1. .!(w 1 Fari (v. ‘2‘3)
.. joy of fith.!™

Eﬂ[ERE ANDTFB{]EE’RE

ll.....Q‘...'ﬂ.."‘CI"O.........I'..I..ﬂ.l-lli..'

. . AMONG BOOKS

L Jov n. e GospEL (v. 26)

- That. your rejoiving may be more -
. nhund.mt in Jesus C hnqt for me by
_+ my coming to you agair :

. .. . that whether:] come and sce’
: 'ynu or clse be ahsent, { may tear of,

- your: aflairs, that ye-stand intone -
“apirit, with one mmd striving to. - -

gether for the faith of the gospel.”

V. Jov: v Persecireon-{v. 28) '
“And in nothing lerrified by your:

" adversaries: which is to them on.

eviden( token of perdition, but to.
" you of H«IIVEIUUII and 1hat ol' (:nd "

i :_Vl. Jov- v DEAmi (v, 21] -

e uml tu die i is gmn

Vll .luv IN HEAvEN (v. ‘2.&}

. hnvmp, a-desire to d(,purt, ‘and

tn h(. with ( hl’l‘\l wlmh |s.[ar lwt-
ter.’ L ' :

C U En Iu_wm o

- P

Conducted by lhe Editor

Do

All books rewewed fay be ordered trom . -

l-\lazarene Pubhshlng House Box 527 Kansns Clty. Mo 64141

- 'I‘he New cha

: By‘ Jamm . Ihﬂey (lyndﬂlc Huuw
'_'!nc.. 1974158 pp., $1.45.)

Ten lewa who have emhmwd -ll!‘illlh lcll
Lhelr conversion stories in this fu%mnun;,

*. volume. Young and old, from conserva- .,
-ive and reformed backgrounds, they in- '
“dicate a new climife of openness in thlh
* eountry on the part of Jews,

 Virtuatly all of them find Jesus thc '
Fulﬂlmcnt of ()Id l‘ehtumml |)rophu,y‘ -

' September 1974

I)elwf in Hlm the Lil])ht()nﬂ uf thmr i
Judaismi, Jonsequently, conversion does

', not mean repudmlmn of the ceremumes‘ o
-~ and practices of Judaism, ’I’huq they are

“‘Messianic. Jews” 'ruther thun dews- -
turned Gentiles, _ ,

In mnny ways they seem llLd mto l.h(_' _
f:leﬁus Movement, and- in many ways re-  ”
* yemble, Campus Crusade--they have a
“spontaneity and boldness” which muke

the r fulth nppeu]mg
BER TR
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Encotiragement to re rdLrw as WL‘“ as
r]lustmuuns for- preachers, lH av rllldhlc in

- tlrrs frn(, wllcttmn

-.-Ambasszxdnr for Chris'l.. The i,rfg _

-+ and:Teaching of Puul

By William Hﬂrrlm' Juda(m Prr S5, l‘)rl

183 pp., $1.95.)
A pew edition ni Brlrcl:ly 5 [lrsl hook,
‘written ‘two “decades ago, this hrirgmphy

*of- Jaul is scholarly, readable,. inspiring,
- and worthy of any minister’s library. . -0
- Basieally, -Barclay follows a ‘chrono-
Jogical approach to-Paul's life, deriving -
~ higinformation from the Ncw'l‘g«,tmucm
: Alon;, with the historical * account, how.

_ever, are scatiered insiphts. nnd iltustea-

_tions which one expects from Bnrcluy
The final section of the l)_onk .explaing -
-gome of the bhasic lhe(jlugichlthuriresI‘rrul : . . :
‘. W!\’\J rED- T () TRADE: Sét of large-
. book is hot theslogical,. and thus someof .
g Burday s Diases,-found i in"his exegclar.rl‘
'___wnrk are nl)sent herr.- '

exnmlnda On-the .whole, “however, the

Preachers Exchange

\VAN-'i-'ED f!'()‘ l-_’rU,‘(".——_()l_d;(rtr{)reé of 'Lh"el_;
Preacher’s Magazine, especially igsuces of

19607 some ol 1957, and- hefore 1957. Send

'_um and information to Wm E. Naill, .
, I () an 274, b[mn;, Arhnr Mich. - |

1‘128 b

JWAN'F I‘Dh—]‘}r() dnci/nr 1972 /mnderv.rn' X
“Pastor's Annual.—William - Yc)un;,, liu,

'3, an 474, Mio, Mich. 18(‘-17

_ “."\N l l' I)-—-(‘r)py of l‘pt'-t[r' trr Lh(’ Hr’ N
e Brews,” by H. Orton. Wiley.-—Lindsay-
T Endeérhy, 209 O tarelin hr , Howrah, 'I‘us
m.mru Anatmh.r 7018, '_ : L

print Alexander. Mﬂc’larvn Exposition of .

Seripture- tor - Wesley "Works. —W. W,
) l*mnkhn ‘Rte, 2 Murlell.r GGa. .!(}0(1()

\

- oLegalrsm. Laxrly, and Love y \
Instead of ‘an.overreaction resulung in:
~moral laxity, those wha abhor the un-- | |
- attractive Iegalrsm in the Church can <.
reSpond with Iove

. oDealrng with the Problem ol Surcrde ’

"It may. be easier to look the other way,
“butthe prob!em is right there before us

‘and.we are challenged lo 1ace |t in our -
.mrmsrry : ’ : R

next monllr

ol..aywomen Who Knew Jesus IR
A laywoman- preaches on “Laymen's = .

-‘Sunday. and her thoughts are equally

2

- . appropriate “for liberated women and
aH \aymen everywhere :

wh'

. Mrdweek Innovahons
The midweek service need not be a
drag in the life of the church, as-a pas- * |
tor points, out in sharmg some |deas on .~
' ;.lhe subject. .

f N

The Preacher's Magazine

- pomtlp 8

+

lf lhere are reuumng thcmes rmd certam subjeel% are

.prcscnted with such rep,ulnrny as to beurme almost repeu-j
- Aious, those lhemm are about “holiness,” and the subject is y
.- evangehsm o Or had you noticed? The two ;,0 together, and
‘ 'tog,ethcr they -are echued and: reedwcd in, the pages-of this. "
- magnzme Come to thmk about it, the: two ‘are really one: .
Holmess cvanp,equm ‘So'it is lhat L.W. Nnrthrup hits hard‘
and aims qtrmght m-, he leLUSHGS the needed nwakemn;, -
| '(p ‘3 Whethcr or not you agree w1th all that he proposes, you .

will fee! the passion-of his appeal. And fcel’ the passion we

“must if we are-to prevml against the ‘apathy and wrckcdneqs
h oi our times. Lauren Elcher touches a ‘tender prt as he de-. .
. serib®s the agonies of the young pastor, hoping there is more -
“there. than he can see (p‘ 5. And just as the prophet’s young.
frrend found out; there is ‘more. 'I‘hank God, thereis much, .

more. "The Holy Splrlt 8 work is not neceqsarrly vmble to us

: (althuugh we wish it ‘were), “but: it is gmng on Just ‘the same. L
. 'And bven’ when we are- not aware’ it is. happemng, someumesr‘ _
" He uses our strength and faithfulhess.to encourage one who
.needs;it. D.W» Johnson’s thotights on this should prove. the :
- ). Tt was the spirit of the preacher even more than -
" the power of his: appeal that left the lastmg !mpreqmon on :ls
' go- -worker who saw it all’ happemn;, So it is that thrs month’s: |
ith more than a little’ excrtement among.-...
those of us who have planned it. And may it please God the- "

issue goes forth w

excitement, w:ll gmw nmong us as we do the work of an evan-

‘r.,ehst A Do e
. R V.Y(')_urs"f()r»s‘i?um, SR

- e T rriir'rr'w

IRAt -8
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Legal:sm Lax:ty

PR

and Love

LFGALI&.M AHOUNI)FD in the lnnd when Jesus was callmg, Matthew und

7 Peter and John "1t quilened against the’ impact of His teaching; it
- resisted evety: attempt ‘He made: to penetrutc lts tucadc and IL helped :
: put Him to death on the Cross.: = . L
L0 Laxity was just as. prevalcnt it was. mare- passwe than legahsm hut -
S 153 ) less destructive. It never stiffened nor resisted, but merely ignored
~ " ‘and r(.mamed aloof. Is ‘strategy was to avoid commitment.. It evaded
* decision: It compromised; it washed its ‘hands.in a basin of. waler; and 1t'
' ,aqsumed everythmg would comé out all right.™ L S
. But love was there too. It bndged the clmsm betweéen God ﬂnd man,
" and it opened a’ fountain for the cleansing of the mhabltuntg of Jeru- .
'salem 1t took the form of a Person, and His mighty acton Caivary spoke .
" “more eloquently than 10 trillion-words. Mercy,. forgwene%s rcdemptlon' -
- God's only Sori is with us. Love: hndb the way. - :

Legahsm laxity, and love. They are. still with.us. Le;,allqm requlru.: e

' '-|tq strict observame of the rules. It means; asit is commonly understood, .’
an exce.sswe[y strict. adherance to law. It drove the Pharisées to their
“endless, meamngleqq repetition of feasts-and rltuah and rules. 'I‘hLy hnd

© . them'by the hundreds. Rules about duties and about dicts. Rules for
- weekdays and riles for sabbaths. Laws about busmess ‘and about plea-

sure, laws for ‘men and for women, laws’ for friends and for strnn;,ers

~There is a list of 613 taws in Leviticus. The legalistic. Pharisees observed_

every’ one of them; and they added many more of their own, . °

. The parade of piety, under the banner of Iegahsm. continues in our
_day .Unable to:learn from history. or unwﬂhng to understand the me:m-'

. ing of the gospel, some still insist on achlevmg “goodness ‘by means of
-nultiple commandments and taboos. And the {aboos uhuaily outnumber . -
‘the commandments bewuse |t is much eaeuer to be ne;,atnve thﬂn pnsn-', wo

.
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tive, lt is blmpler m pmnt uut a m()te m dnnther 5 e\.e than to remme the [

hedm in ourown.

_ Satan, of course, is Lunmnp, enough to take adv antage ofall this and NN

- encourage diviston among the people of God. Hé must he pleaqed to see
- - them wrestle over each detail of behavior and. appearance. To he sure, §

.- rules aré necessary if anarchy is. to be nvoided. But thejr éxcessive useto - *
Locuver-every smf.,lc situatjon cannot he God's \\d\"l() Christian living., .

Evén more dangerous than legalism is the over- reacu()n to it. This

where nothing is wrong..

_ ‘T'he Russian novelist l)ns(uevskn purtmys wlmt thm kind nfreh;,mus .
" . thinking can producc in hum.m tichavior. In. The Brothers Karamazﬂu R
" a devoted daughter practices prostllutmn in the streets to'earn maney . '
for the support of an aging fathér. That, -suggests the author, is love, nnd'
it is beautiful. To-commit adultery l)uause one is motivated by the de-"
"~ site’to use the money for a good purpose. qomehow erases nll the gmll :m‘(l"f
. changes all the biblical commandments, ‘

]

way. - - :

3 It dnea nof requxre supcrmr mtelligence to label somethmg the .
e Putitan ethic” hecaurae we think it is, ton strict, ﬂncl then because :t heura T
"-L‘let lpbel to reject.it. B ' O
-Christians who reach a pumt in: thelr llves where nothmg trnubles R
'Lhe conscience anymore would do well to shun laxtlv as v1goroubly ﬂsl‘ o

they avoid legalism.

‘ “Thank God, there is anothcr Ll‘l()l(.ﬂ. One doeb nut need to lﬂl{(.
: elther waymlegahsm or lamty 'l‘ere is the way of love T hl‘i is thc wny-" -
_ J_esuq takes. It is the way of holmesq ' '
" Love answers the objecuom to legalism ‘without lallmg over. back-'
‘'wards into laxity. ‘To love God with ‘all the heart, soul, mind, and -
- strength—and .to love your nelg,hbor as, you Iove yourqelf—solves the =
.. problems of adherence to law. How can we violate God's-law when’. we.
¢ Jove Him perfectly? Will. we steal from our neighbor if we love him'as we
love ourselves? How can we do anythmg that would grieve ag disappoint
our Heavenly - Father or, nffend one ol our brethren if agape love is our -

n,

me pcllmg gmde" . .
The next time we smg "They w:ll know we are Chrlstlanq l)y our

' love we might remember what love really means.. It does-not leud us.
,mto le;,allsm but nelther does. it permlt us to lapse into moral lax1ty B

‘

. Isit.noJonger slnwhen a deed however vile, is motwated by“love O
“This is the popular opinion in these days, but this coricept.is based ona

" “rather. vague idea of “love.” Love for whom and for what? Not love for’
.God, since sin cost H:m Hls Son. Not love for Christ, since sin sent Him A

o Calvary Not love aL “all, rulllv, l)u( a. qubshtutc we spell Lhe same

. The Preachers Magazlne

‘results in laxity. In utwr rwulsmn against what they seeas® ‘petty. Striet: -
“ ness” to a rigid set of rules, some penple fall into the snare of looseness
Uin’ wnduct It is good that ihey see the luuln) of ;1tlempt|ng to worl& out'
“their salvation tbroug,h strict adherence to a.set.of rulec; but'it is tragic ., -
when they fail to see the danger of dnltmg mtu a 5late uf ethlcal E:mhn SRR

clock back-2,000 years, we would find
~-our view of things'undergoing a change,

if there were some way we could

stand.on Mount Caivary and turn the’

The“ l/few from Calvary

By Kenneth L Dodge

S

And whcn rh('y wcro come to. the ,’

'plac(' which s called Caluar:)l therr’

__they. crucified him (Luke.23: ). :
Just where we stand on certain’ is-"

- 1. We ‘WouLn SE.E THE SEnlousNEbb'
- oF SIN, . i

~Why men should ;e?t about sin,
R may be 'a mystery to those who have
-~ had to deal'with its effect in the lives.

27+ sues has a grmt (leul té do with how:
Lo owe view Lhose issues, - Itis pml)ahly K

snfe to assume that a “'wormys:éye

- view™ of ‘the warld’ is considerably
. dllferent from that’ of a “bird’s- eye’

view." Efforts to_view events from an

. ele_vn{e_d pldace in order to get a better:
“-view are not new. This is what- Zac-
. chaeus was doing when’ he (-llml)e(l )
that tree. This is what prompts peo..”
- ple to pay money fo ride elevators to -
..~ the top of towers, or seek top floors .

. in lm,h rise apartments, or pay extra "

money for bmldmg lola that hzwe o
T views . .
.- The reverse: of our opemn;, state-'- -
o ment is also true—that is, How we -
7 view ‘an issue dependq on where we -
©  stand.” If_there were some way by

whlch we could stand on Mount Cal-

of many’ people. Not ‘too long ago, 1

“talked to a man about his need of
o Chmt and he refused to take'any of
it seriously. . “The devil would be -

-downright- disappointed if I didn’t

- 'l’untm‘ (‘lmnh nfthe anurule, lhchmnntl Calif,

Oc!ober !974

. vary and turn. the clock back 2,000
- years, we would . find our view of .
thmg.,s undergomg, a chang,e -

A

cmne d()wn to slmvel cnnl for lum__ o
he said: Beneath thesur- - -
face of his attempted humor:there =

" lurked: a. realization ‘that it was not .
really funny hutnrefusaltoserwuqiy N

when [die,”

face his condition was rooted in a lack

_of an_adequate v1ew nf lhe senous- :
. ness ofqm : R
© Sin'isa:debt, a hurden, a th:ef a -
- sickness, -0 léprosy, a poison, a ser-. -

pent, a f-.tmg Sin ig the. spade that

.. digs a.man’s grave, steulq hls v1rtue
dumnb his soul: :

" Weep not for the tredsures . lost_ '
Weep.not for fair hopes crossed;
_Weep not when-limbs wax old;
" Weep not when friends grow. cold;
Weep not when death must part
- Thine and thy best-lobed heéart. -
© But weep, yes, weep all you.can;
* Weep and cry because thou art a
- sin- deﬁ[ed man! '

"'Man calls sin an: acmdenl

‘God calls it an' abomination.
Man calls sin a blunder;
. God calls it blindness.

~ Man calls sin a chance;

God call§ it a choice.

' Man calls sin a defect;

“God calls it a dlset{se S -_ :

“Man’ (.alls sin an error;

‘God calls it enmity- aghlnst God
Man calls sin fascination; .
God calls it fatal,

.‘Man calls sin an 1nﬁrln'xty,_-_ o

God-calls it iniquity.

'Man calls sin luxury;

God calls 1t leprosy



'Man ‘calls sin’ a mistake; :

- died,

L

Man calls sin liberty; - - .
~God calls it lawlessness.. -~ -

Man calls sin‘a irifle;

-God calls it a-tragedy.

. God calls it- madness.-

' Man calls sin a weakness; -

. God calls it willfulness.

' ‘Stand on Mount Calvary. See the o
wounded,
~culed,, and dying Son of Man. The'sin |

buffeted, -bleeding,  ridi-

of the world put Him there.. By His "

ently agam. S

' H WE WOUI n CsFF‘ Lm s &UPREML.

VALUES. *

Our: value qutemq

Early Church” leaders, -

their value scale belonged at the bot-

C o tom, ‘and those at the bottom of their
“value scale belonged at-the" top in -
_rour ‘world of “image- making”
_ “keepmg up with ‘the Joneses,” we-.
'could do w:th some.of that snme re- :
"arrangmg of values.: :

' and.

,'stnpe‘; we are. healed; by His biood -
~we are cleansed; by His death, we are
- offered tife: Stﬂnd on -Mount. Cal-,
. vary; sce the pu_ture you’ll never be
" able to view sin llp,htly or mdlfler-

desperatelv-,
"necd rearranging. It was said of the
They “have
" turned the world upside down,” Their
- preaching enabled -peopte to see that
. the things that were at the top .of -

~What-is the most valuible lhmg in~

well as an acquiring of skill: It is re-

. ported that, when a master artist
there were. dozens .of lesser-
" artists who wanted to buy his brushes.

- But the- element that makes it all-’
-worthwhile is never in the brush—it:"

is in the hand that’ wiclds lhe brush.

I« life’s supreme value consists of what -
Cwe are——not ‘what we have, ar even ..

4

N the world? In your life? For what~
* would you be willing to lay down your.
' hfe" Are we skilled ‘at making a liv- -
“ing, but unable to make a life—one -
“worth-living, anyway? There needs .
_to'bea development of character as’

'.'_whnL we dn' I*or years the Churt.h
“hag been proclaiming the message of
trnnsfuhmm, faith.in Jesus Christ to: i
muke us into new. creatures’ It'is stilt -+~ .
_the need of the hour,”Go'to. Calvaryy.. -~
- view life from its perspective. © '

He dted that we mtght bv fur~
-given;- : N
-~ Hedied to make s grmd
"That we might gn at lmr to
. heaven,-
Saued by Hu precmu.s blood

I1.. WE Wmn D %u THA’I‘ LO\-F FINDS -

A ‘Way.

Whatever ncedq domg in our wor}d T

can be done-<if we are able tG go. the R
- route of love. Man s predicament. be-

" fore the Cross was hopele ss. The law
had the: pawer. to reveal ouf sin, but "
" not_to take it away. Man could sab-. _
stituteé the blood of animals as a . -
_saerifice for his sin, but he could.not = ©
“find-a way inta felluw%hlp with the .7 © 7
living.God. But God, in love that. hag. -, "
‘no explanmmn brldged ‘the chasm .
and pmwded both_a remedy for sin
and restoration Lo rellowr;hlp w1th -
. (:Od .
In doing so, lnve haq qhown us the
answer to the pr()blcm'-. of our world” - .
cand our .own lives, [t is the love of
~God sheéd abroad in our hearts. To . .
-the Jews it may be a stumbling =
block, and to the Greeks it may be
but’ to those who are. .
‘saved by it, the Cross is'the power. 0! '
-God: ﬂnwmg through our lives-in.a
Clové “for our . fellowman that-_tran-

foollshneas

seepds . all barriers. We have tried . B

love of God, they have only aggra-

vated the problems. It is time tore-
“turn 'to Calvary to see again the love -
" oof God outpourcd ‘to realize:that itis '

" the only way--not only for our sal-
This. is_another way . of saying that -

vation, but for the qalvntlon of the
-~ world! - o
Is Lhere a prublem in your hfe Lhat' '

“The Preacher's Magazlne o

-maney, education, welfare, training, L
“and a-host of other approaches. But
since they have beeri devojd of the -

stf.m% from a pert;onahty confhc “"

. Let the love of God show you'the way'

. 'This is a. transforming love that
- changes . everything with which it is
~"allowed to come in contact, If it flows

through yoir and touches the lives of”

" those around you, there will be some"

changes made. You can, rely on it.

.

Of course, just. “going ter Cﬂlvary ;

* is.not the complete answer. It is pos-
-tuble to squander. opportunities and .-
60 concentrate on tnﬂeﬁ that oppor- :
: tumtle‘; of a lifetime are lost.
3 f . L
{“m’c“‘ pu““m where have mu‘ - “be looking diligently for the-Lord = -
himself to open our- eyes and show us -
what He wants -us to see. When a .. . .
man.ib willing to take that journey to.
.Calvary, led by -the Son of Man, the
~ place where he stands ‘will 0 en-
- lighten, inspire, and educate that his-
- viewpoint® will be’ forever changed. -

been? -

IUt' been to Lcmdrm to look at H!r' .

v queen..
Pu%ycat puss\'c‘at inha!' did'wu' --,'
T there? - ,
!fnghmncd a l:tt!v mouse under thc
chmr ‘

.A (.lnld s nur-suy rhyme But 1l |s 507

descriptive of life that it is hardly.to

‘be, confined to the nursery. Too often

"we have lost our ‘opportunity 10 ex- . .
“perience life-transforming-experi- .
“ences because we have concentrated”™
“on trifles. It is reported that a man =
who had stood for hours waiting for.
- the parade to come by; soshe might

catch a glimpse of the king; lost his -

opportunity because, at the moment "
‘when-the king pnsch by, hehad bent

down‘to tie his- son’s shoelaces!:

If vur journey to Calvary’ shillisto -

result in a new point of view, we must

v

1

.-'_Among young people o! Amereca smcnde
“ig the. second greatest cause of- ‘death,

~and’ lhe rate’ s’ cllmblng What can lhe
i pastor do?

-

Dealmg w:th the Problem of Su:c:de

By Howard A Kuhnle

' fCuUcn;,'AGE-Sli‘wﬂs killed instantly

/ while driving his car at.a high

- speed when he ran‘into an'abutiment *
" of the railroad bridge not far from the‘ -
- downtown area.

N ‘A'\sncmtc pasmr (:ruu luth(rnn (lum‘h Huf )

' falo, N.Y.

October, 1974

Eyew:tnesses smd among them- :'A '
-selves,-“Another fool has been killed

by driving too fast.” But they did not .

F rustrated,

5

‘know that the real “cause: was that
©© Chuck and his beautiful wife badhad -
- a fight.in their handsome, suburban
- home over whal Chuck termed “‘your
'extravugant spendmg



-

" . Man’calls sin libérty:

God calls it lawlessness.
~“Man calls sin a trifle;

'God calls it o tragedy.
Mnn calls sin a mistake;

G_odﬂﬂuﬂl‘; it madness.

.. Man calls sin a weakncqa '

- Gad calls.it willfulness.

*Stanhd on Motunt Cﬂlvary be(, tho_.
wounded, buffeied, bleeding, ndl-.} -
“culed, and dying. Son of Man. The sin-

* of the world put Him there.' By His
stripes we are: healed; by His blood

we-are cleansed; by His death, we are-
Stund on Mount Cal-
- o vary; see the. plcture you ll neverhe -
',_‘ablo. to view sin- llp,htly or mdlffer-'

‘offered . life. .

fently' agmn

S WF Wom D SEF Lm s. Supm-m
- VA[I‘JF,.S
Our " value syqtems

would you be willing to'lay down your
life? Are we skilled af making a liv-

© ing, but: ‘unable to. make a life—one
worth ‘living, .anyway? There needs.
_to-be a development. of chara(,ter as

~ well as an acquiring of skill. it is re-
"ported that, ‘when a-master artist
died, there were dozens of lesser
- artists who wanted tobuyhis brushes.
But . the element that makes it all

':worthwblle is never in. the brush—-it’

~is in the hand that wields the brush,
This is another way of suylng that

- "life’s supreme value consists of what -
© we- are—not what ‘we-have; .or even .

.'.4

deaporutely }
need rearranging. It was said of the

. Early. Church teaders, They “have.
turned the world upside down. "l‘helri

- preaching enabled people to s see that -
" the things. that were at the 'top of
. their value scale bclonged at the bot—_
. tom, and those at the'bottom of thelr .
" .. value scale belonged at the top In: i
“our -world of “‘dmage-making"
'_“ket,pmg up with the Jonesey," "we .
: could, do with some of that same re-
ey arrangm;, -of values, - : C
"What is the most. valunble Lhmg in’
* the world" In yout ‘life? For what

“and .

‘what we. do' I~or yenrs tho (‘hurch_ S
-hag been prodmmmg the mossage of
» transforming faith in Jesus Christ to~
"+ make-us into new creatures! It is still -
~the need of the hour, Go to Cu[vurv
“view life. from its perapcctlvc

+ He- died that we, m:,!;ht b(’ for- o

. given;
Hc died to make us guod

- heaben,
Srwed by Hl's pr(’uous hlood

III« Wr Wom D % THA’I‘ Low I‘(an_'_‘
A WAy, :
~Whatever needs dolng, in our ir world _
¢an be done—if we are'able to go'the
-route of love. Man’s predicament be- . . ‘
" fore the Cross was hopelo% The law -~

had the power to reveal our sin, but

" :not to take it away. Man could suh o
stitute. the blood of animals as a_

sacrifice for his sin, but he ‘could not

find-d way into fel!owsh:p with the .
~living God. But God, in love that has
no explﬁnatmn bndg,ed the: chasm .

and provided both- a'remedy forsin -~
~-and. restoration fo’ l‘el}Dthlp w1th".

rod.

and our own- lives. It is the love of

- God shied ‘abroad in: our hearts. To
the Jews it may be -a stumbling .
block, and.to the Greeks it. may he
. foolishness; but - to those who ‘are
saved by it, the Cross is the power of

-God . flowing through our lives'in a’

love for our fellowman that-tran®™
I‘;Lend‘; all barriers, We have tried - - -
money, ¢ducation, ‘welfare, training, -

and-a host of other approaches. But
since they have been devoid. of the

“love of God, they ‘have only aggra-,
. vated the- probieum It is time to re-
“turn to Calvary to see again the love
‘of Gnd cutpoured; to realize that it is
" the only .way—not only for-our sal--
“vation, but for the salvatton of the
world! - - 3
Is’ there a prob]em in your lnfe thnt_

Tho Preacher 5 Magazine

That wé ‘might go‘at. tust “to S

In doing so, fove has ‘;hown us the
.answer 16 the problems of .our world

: been? |
- e been to L(mdnn to [onk nt Hm“ .
© 7 queen.. .
"’ I’u'-sycat pussycat, what did you
there? .

downtown area.

. stems Irom o perqonahty conflict”?

Let the love of God show you the way!
“This is a t_ransformmg love that
changes everything with whieh it is-

- nllowed to come in contact. If.it flows
- through you and touches the lives of

* those around you, there will be some
.‘ changeq ‘made. You can rely on-it..

A AR chair.

" andthe rate is- chmbmg Whal caf the

~ Of course, just.* ‘goingto Cnlvary _

" is not the complete answer. It is pos-

sible to squander opportunities and

’so concentrate on trifles. that. oppor- Co
o If our_lourney to. Caivary shillisto . -
- regult in a new point of view, we must - .

tumtles of a hl'etlrne are lmt

. Pussycat puswcar whcre hauc 30::

] fr:ghtened a little mouse under the'-. :

A child’ s nursery rhyme But lt is 80

. :_' e - '3)--

. descriptive of life that it'is hdrdly to
“be confined to the nursery. Too often
~we have lost our opportunity to ex.- " .
-perience life-transforming experi-
ences because we have concontruted A
“on trifles. It is reported that a man ...

who had stood for hours waiting for. .

- the parade to come by, so he might -
.. catch a ghmpse of the king, lost his
- opportunity becausé, at the moment - -
when the klng puqsed by, hehad bent . -

down to tie his son’s shoelaces! -

be . looking diligently. for  the Lord

"himself to.open our eyes and show us
. what He wanrts us to see. When a -
-man is willing to take that journey to

Calvary, led by the Son of Man, the -

‘ "place ‘where he stands - will” so- en-
" . lighten, -inspire, and éducate that im
_“viewpoint w1ll be forever chnnged

Among young people ot Amerlca smczde

is the: Second greatest cause of death, .

paslor do?

Dealmg w:th the Problem of Su:crde

By Howard A Kuhnle‘

i CHUCK AGE 31, was kllled mstantly '

while drwmg his car at a high

- ‘speed when he ran into-an abutment

. of the railroad- brldge not far from the

‘Asmcmte pastor (-mcc Iuthcnn (‘hurch l!uf

- fnlu N.Y.

: Octobar. 1974

Eyew1tnesses smd umong them-_

“selves, “Anotlier fool has been killed

by driving too fast,” But they dld not - -
know that the real cause was that.

 Chiick and his beautiful wife had had - )
a fight in their handsome, suburban‘

home over what Chuck termed “‘your -

_extravagant spendmg,"‘ ‘Frustrated, e

5 .



and fortified with liquor, .
stormed ont, drwen off at: hu,h speed,
* and crdqhed mlo the brldp,c dhul-

ment,

' I'_.ven thoug,h the dwth LLrl‘lflultu_

listed “accidental death,” was this a

real accident, or d:d (,huck du- as-a
B qulcrde" L

After conductm;, what was terme(l :

pqychologmal autopsies” on dr!v-
ers in. 28 consecutive fata) crashes in

Houston, the Baylor College of Mcdl- ,

cine reported that 4 (almost 15 per-.

“cent) weére “‘conscious, goal-directed
o " This- propnrtmn matched -
-study of 86 fotalities in Kansas C’lty 3

suicides.

Thus, as many as 8, 000 of the nation’s

© - reported 55,000 annual deaths i inauto
“-aecidents might bé added o the
92,000 annual recorded suicides, esti- )
-mates the Amerrcan Assoudtmn of

Suicidology.
“Among y()un;, pu)ple NUI(.lde 15 th(,"

secoftd greatest cavse of death—ace- -

cidents being first. Of the estimated.

75,000: persons. between 15 and 24

" who attempt- qmude in the United
citates each' year,

'flgurc of 4,000. does  not

“Dr. Michael Peck;, director of youth

- studies: at -the. Suicide - Pr(,ventlon-

Center 'in Los Angeles- (a pmncer
ageney), said inability to commuini-

cate with their: families and peers,

feelings of isolation. and. loneliness,

and pressures at home were chief fac-- | ;

tors ledading toself- dcstructmn TFewer

- than’ 30 .percent’ of sut.ccsqful sui-
- cides leave notes, )

- Other authorities cited depreqsmn

* and lack of good: example as 'factors
~in‘the rising rate, *Many young peo-
ple.who commit ‘suicide have never - -

had one person they ‘can trust and
admire. ,
come a loner

: _ Frederwk formerly - with- 'the Na-.

“tional instltute ‘of Mental Health."

he had -

drugs. The

drivers.

. 'The child is apt to be:"
according to. Calvin. R
-Whnt can he done" s
What ‘can you, as-a Chrlstmnw '
The World Health _Organization

¢ 1(:)'rt-'s that at least }O{)O'.beople

commit suicide every day, and other

“thousands attempt it. The drganiza-
* tion, which calls for an increase in
“the -number. of ' special preventmn

centers, said " that most. suicide vu-

“tims anpounce ‘théir  intention - be-
“forehand—‘either- o
implicitly—and_that thosé who-fail. .. .~ -
" usually try again later. A fall in the:

- number’of suicides by gas:'has seen

4n. increase in the number who' use .
Heaith - Organmmon; Lo
found.it difficult to-be precise about * -
the: tactors prompting. suicides, but
lonelingss, sick- .
“ness, psychosis, nlmhuhsm and drig
addiction ns the major. problems, It |~

. is ‘believed that an attempted -sui-

explicitly or

cited herenvement

cide, successful or not, i uqually an
urgent call for help. :

- Even the-organized - liquor mter-“ :
-ests are aware of the prohlem of sui- -
“vars, ahd-of their =
- own_ responsibility” due -to - drunken
. The - studies -of Baylor Uni-- ,
. ver‘si'ty, already cited, were reporfed. - * "
ahout 4,000 suc- ..
ceed. And the rate is chmbmg Phe,
] include -
- deaths from the averdose of. drugs.

cide by means &

in detail in theJdnunry, 1973, News-

letter of the Licensed Beverage In:
‘dustries, Inc., which lists itself-as the -
: Natmnal Puhllt Relations Organiza-
‘tion of the Distilled- Spmtq Industry.
'As we deal with suicide, we aré in-- .
deed dealing with a difticult and even . -
“threatening theme, one that muny‘

would-like to sidestep.-

“Although suicide -by-means of cars | -
is -cited here; there: are many other .
' types of incidents that could be men- - )
tioned, indicating. the motives -and -
© prevalence of “suicide. : Furthermore,
. though  many causes of suicide are

- known, and’ thouhh many people are ..~
‘aware.of them it is. difficult- to know
what to do--even when members of *
the' fam:ly or friends see ‘iUlCldﬂl -

tendencxes

especmlly "the liy peoplc—~do" For

The Proachor 3 Mngaz(ne

there.is a new and renewed stress on
the work of the laity, and'properly so.
- Even though there are extenuating

‘ c1rcumqmmes which ‘people try-to

understund suicide is never to be

., condoned from a Christian “stand-
pmnt A.note of regret should always -

- be clear, even though it isnot shouted
from the - housetéps: On the other

- hand, ‘merely to denounce.suicide’is-
wmpleteiy negatjve, since this does
_:* not help.either the qucceq&;ful or the’
- .. unsuccessful_-victim or’ his family.

The {"rqt and most important item

" is to be open, frank, and candid in all

your relationships. This is especially
‘true of  pareits .and childreq

up a child in the way he'should go:

and wheh he is old, he will not depm‘t‘

’ ~from it (22:6). 'I‘luq ‘seems elemen--
tary and obvious, vet it-is hard to live

up to this Leuchlng ‘Constant care

“and. diligence are necessary, In many

_instances, people do not fully realize
~the ‘wrong tramm;, thev are- gwm;, .

thclr thidren
From hlrth o,

“of the mmmumty, ‘the chureh; the

" statg; and the world. 'l‘hlq ldca must

be cultivated with i increasing unders

_ standing at all ages from infancy-to:,
- old age. That does sound common-. "
. place, doesn t it? But there are mil-
lions of people who feel left out of
“gverything—they are extremely lone-"
-ly: Among; these aré many-candidates

+for suicide. Some of them even give

| Warnings in such phrases as “Nobody .'

pays-any attention to me,"” . or “Life’

isn’t worth the bother,” of “Nothlng :

matters.” These sentenceés are a- sig-

.. nal of depresqmn and pussxbly even _

" suicide.”
Members of the fmmly qhould not

| hesnmte,‘lf they suspect that 50me-
'_ one is - inclined toward.. suicide, to

“consult ministers, famlly phy‘ncmnq
.or pqychmtrlsts 'Ihere 1s no stlgma
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“Lhe
"‘Book of Proverbs’ puts it well, “'I‘rum".

 faith,

peuplﬂ must he- '
.made to feel a \ntnl part of the Chns- :

“tian famliy, and an Jimportant part - 'admomsh

1

1.

‘The church as.an orgamzatum—;

and ministers especially—can _help

{hose who might be inclined to sui-

cide by teaching children from the

earliest years that every person is -
- precious in the sight. of Jesys Christ.”

“Q;uffer the little: children to come

-unto me; and forbid:them not: for-.
of suchi is the kmgdnm 0!‘ God" (Murk'. a

10:14).

- More bpeuﬁwlly, tencherq, lead-
er-;, and pastois must be:the first to -
understahd rather than to condemn.’

Suicide may oceur when the individ-

ual““his mind overwrought_bees no .

other course open’ hecause he views

. in belng tm_ubled T hl‘a mc,ludc‘i men- '
“tal illness. '

* the future as hopeless and hlmself as
worthless,  In these’ cnrcumatanceg :

the- church " qhould ‘'stress Chnstmn"-*‘

optimism, forgiveness,
emotional support, “*And be ye kind

'une to another; tenderheartcd for-

giving one another even as God for

total commitment to .Jesus. Chrlst
upon the part of all. Christians, in

“their-families and in their churcheq o
“Believe on-the, Lord Jesus Christ, .-~
and thou shalt be saved, ‘and, thy o
. house” (Acty 16 1) . :

‘Sueh commitment is- needed . and

and. " .

-Christ’s "sake hath forgwen you" -
(Eph. 4:32). .

On the other hand it is afno value =
either in the home or the church to ..
‘ “Don’t commit suicide.” . .
"This negative attitude is useless and . -
- might. ¢éven beg’ suggestive to some, "

The' (inal .and inclusive’ word . is

-

;,could have a real effect in preventing -
suicide in -those who are inclined.
‘This -must_not be 31mply teachmg' T
-people thatb they-are precious in: the -~
“sight of Jesus—a formal lesson to be
+ learned in.a theoretical manner in.a

Sunday school class—but. there must

I'say unto thee, Except.a man be.

“bea “vital new birth. “Venly, verily, -

‘born again, he cannot; see’ the kmg— ;
“dom of God" (John 3 ‘3) o



' mght 5 service?
" vacation Bible school demonstration
» ‘Sunday—expecting 200 in ‘%undayi
" - school, ahd only- 148 showed up. We

¥

Wednesday evening can be changed {rom o

a night of boredom to a time of -

,blessing an,d excitement. -

- Midweek Innovations

By Mike Norris® ~ .°

e -Tnp(.%ATP.STINNOVATION that nimt
' - of us could make-on Wednesclay .
- night -is to’ dismiss the service. ‘At
least that would bréak the monotony .

of what we normally do, and would’

* gpread joy to the hearts of the lay-‘
- "men who have faithfully trudged off:
" to service 10 be bmwbeaten blasted,
‘beppged, badgered,
dom blessed.
' Mo:,t of us do not ewdence enough-

bored—l)ut sel

interest in Wednesday mght services -

~ to make it interesting to others. We
- rush in from a busy day of pabtoral

" " duties and hurriedly Snatch up some._ .

~_idea that we hope will get us through

the hour. Or as we: dash out the'door

" of a fellow pastors office, where - we:

have deluyed -his work all day, we.
ask, “Got ‘an illea' I can usé for, to-
2’ Or we just finished

preached - poorly “both services last

- Sunday; Monday night’s board meet- "

. ing was a near-fight; and the only

" one who showed up for Tuesday mghtl'

* visitdtion was-the crippled, 81-year-

- old man. thnt we prayed would slay |
‘home. ‘

So what do WL do" Ahn' We will -

'l‘uqlur Momzmn Avcnue (‘hurch of the Numrem‘.

Llncnhnnn {Paper prwcnled to S W. Ohw Preach

ers’ " Retreat)

8

p,(,t Lhem on- Wednesday m;,ht‘ Werl,‘ -
will let-them kriow that they should
_have been- i’ Sunday .school last -

‘week instead of visiting Grandmoth-

*er. We will'blast them from the Word -

until they feel backbhdden for miss-

last week.

“Results? We. vent our, truatrutionsi v

on Wednesday night; but our people

many these days
- Howdoes one mmwate on Wednes-
day night? Since I wanted- to get the

~ feelings of "the average laymen, 1

- asked them towrite outsuggesmons——; T
_unsifned—and drop ‘them in the -~~~

- church- suggestion- box." My feelings
“were confirmed by the suggestions I
_received, . Combining 'these -sugges- - -
tions with my own feelings, which =~
stem from my yéars as a layman (be-. -

ing 'luesday visitation., Wé will-let.
that arguméntative board .member:
“know that God-ig on the side of the = '*
~pastor,-and-that he:must not-knock . .
that- spﬁcml pmgram we. submxtted

go-home "disappojnted and hungry.”
Perhaps ‘this does not hnppen ip your’
«.church. But ‘it is.typical of far too

fore pastoring), I hdve arrived at ...~ :

-some ideas that may. help, bOth 0“""“ i

- people and ourselves, "
do."

expeg:t ‘me to.’ Great' Surpnse them

The Preacher s Magazme

May 1. suggest some thmgs not to" o

1. Dont preach “But my pe0ple.. -

etic!”
‘not' say that you should not have .

1o llsten to.’

i - Two sermons a week dre enough——lbr'
- -you to.prepare, and tor them to hdvc g

‘2, Dont teach CST ieqeons I was

“a layman for years. Although I realize .

the 1mportnnce of Christian Service,
_Training, you.couldn’t raise a thim-.

that laymen enjoy it.
3. 1don’t like Blble qtud:e-; “Her-
you cry. Wait a minute. I did

them, Some Bible sfudies are inter:

don’t hke Bible’ studies on Wednes-
day night. 'I‘hey tend to get too tech-

haven’t read anyway _
“ -1 beligve-in the. o]d iden’ thut'
Wednesday night is -people mght

That's old-fashioned; but T like it.
Our peopie are taught at in- Sunday
: sung at -in- worship hour,’
: .‘,preached at inservices, and pulled at

school;

in altar calls. Except for.the chmr

© . there is little time or place for group

- cbleful of Chrlstmn fﬂlthiulneqq even
p --tnday, to get me to sit-on Wednesday
~- ‘night, when 'my. soul “is. hungry, to-
- hear someone’ plow through a CST:
©_lesson, even if the course is on raising
" 'the preacher 8. sulary' Don’t tell me |
- from the- traditional Sunday night

“esting and helpful. I just said that I-

- nical and mechanica). In most cases, |
" "the only person that really studies is-
" .the leader, and the rest end up being
splrltually\ spoon-fed.”. Few .. people -
get -any edification from the discus-
" sion of what some: Greek term ‘means
- in‘the context’ of some pnssage they

~ involvement in most. Sunday. "ser- ¢

7 viées. To. fee] a part of qomething,,

people need to feel that they have’
* contributed something, and that they

_“receive ‘;omethmg for that contnbu-
- tion, o .
. Why, not innovate and invoive on
_ Wednesday night by starting with a -
. visitation program? Crazy? Not real-

.

“ly. Have your people come at evening

- .mealtime to.the church fellowship:
. hall (in our case, it is the parsonage
- "hasement), and - fellows]up together
over an evening. meal Afterwards go .

L October. 1974 et
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out two by two and make calls on

dbsenteés or prospects. The. fellow-

- ship.is helpful; and you provnde away
for laymen to get involved in visita- -

tion without taking another night of

‘the week. Most important, your lay- .

men return from Vlbltatlon more ton-

".scious’ of definite’ areas- of* prayer
" peed,.for they have.been in homes-
. and seen those needs for themselves. -
, Make Wednésday night a night for .

-all age-groups. Many of our churches .- .

have already moved youth meetings

slot to Wednesday night. Teens and
juniors have, their .own. programs.”
This bnngs the entire family to

church,: We eliminate having - teens
“and _]umors sitting * bored through

adult services—teens and juniors:
that ~usually end up. whlspermg

‘umong themselves und causmg dlbv
" tractions, .
Make your udult session a. dlbcuq-
"Talk about -
: things they need to discuss. We will- .
‘quickly find that our job is iiore than -
just keeping a dlhcus%mn going. More

sion group at iimes,

lmportnnt]y, we must be willing to’

lay aside our prejudlce-a ‘We must be.
“willing Lo face the issues squarely, ,
without pious answers from a.the: -

ological textbook. We must be willing.

~to come down from our pastoral i ivory -
" towers and face the nitly-gritty nf
“{ife. Gur people ‘must know that we .

are transparently honest, and that we7

are vitally ‘concerned about their

“needs. We cannot dodge troublesome -

issues. We must face them We. muqt

"be willing to say, “I-am ‘wrong.

When we get to this place, our people

will open up; and our dmcu%mns Wl"

help both them and us. .
-1 was amazed to ﬁnd in gmup dlS—

cussion that people who had been | m_
the church.all their lives—people _ -
-who had heard holiness preaching
- from the best of mmlsters—couid not

" quite ‘fathom the.. fact that resent- . -

ment:: iq wrong When we dlscu‘;hed

s g--l“:-..'

o
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~titudes,
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- criticism, we had questions from sin-"

cere people. Wiien we discuss family
relationships; * children,
“tnterchurch Telationships;
and other personal subjects, the in-

“terest-is-keen, and the questmmng is

revealing. 'l‘he man that sits.in our

pews has pml)lelm and misconcép-

tions that he needs answers for.-
You see,

listéen. When we realize that- they

. have . unnnswered questmnf-; we can
help. - -

Invulve ihose. laymcn in,a dmus-

. sion about things that bug them.-
Then we can make Wednesday night-
a time to reinforce thie'truths that we -

-".have preached on Sunday. -

Is there 4 provision in the Manual
‘=~that states we: cannot” use specml'
- mudic on Wednesday night? We can;
- and should, mlegrate spécial music
-into these - services.
‘choir to ging; use the junior choir,.
teen choir; Do you. have some hud

ding’ quartets, trios, or. soloists i
your church? Use them! One Wedne.s-

~day night edch month could be effec-
tively built on a music program.This .-
- owill require time ‘and -imagination;
~hut it will pay off in exciting services

and involve some who otherwme may

- mot come. : R

"How often’ do we ‘use specmi fm-

ture nights? We could feature some’

. segment of the church, perhaps the -
youth. We could invite a youth group. .
- from -some neighboring church: to-

"sing, or we could have a special youth

- speaker,

~ niors, sénior citizens, young adults.

o Advertlse the services w1th en{hqu': -
asm. .

' What about showmg n ;,ond guspel'

We could  feature the- ju-

f'lm occaqmnully" if we use thc film

10,

-~ just,as a filler,

o it .seems that mun,h ()i_
" -what we say from the pulpit does not.
register on the laymen that sit and.

Schedule . the.

.ot

‘and turn it into an opportunity for an

altar ser\(lee ‘we are making an in-
- deresting and. attractive—as well as -

‘helpful —Wednesday service. .
What about prayer? You say | luwv

left no’ pldce for a prayer service. Not™
- sol lhe huggestmnq I offer should
make pmyer ‘more meaningful. What -+ 7!

man can mey more Lilectwcly after

visiting in a home wherc there is a7
:need? How mich bettér'we can prag.
for each other after we have discussed

prnl)lutm that concern us all! Prayer

. burns -in hearts stt t aglow hy.Spirit-
".dnmntf:d mustc We can pray more- -.
_effectively. for our teens, juniors, or .-
“senidr citizens after we hdve fullurui L

them in a service,

The réason. that most Wedncsddy
‘mght services -are’ dull-—and people
‘ slay home—is that we have made the
~services what they are. We haven't
~carried through the ideas we already
have. We have-hidden behind our ex- -
“cuses, and have told our crowd byour
, uttltudes Weil [it's just a Wednes. .
day mgh& praver meeting. - '

1 firmly believe Lhut our - peup]o

‘will go where the fire is. Unless we -~
-~ institute reforms, unless wemnuvale. '
“Wednesday. mght will alwdys remain "

a flicker instead of a fire. Our people

~ will continue to .get more ‘excited *
ﬂbout “Bowlmg for- Dollars” than =~
“fishing for men. We will waste celes-

tial coratory on the lmthlul few and
. wonder why." o

By, mlpiemenl ing a few blnlpl(.‘ sug-

- g,es;tmns thdt our Iaymen have voiced -
“for years, we' can turn Wednesday
_night- from- a.night of boredom into a .
- night of blessing. We can: give our |

faithful !uymm a renq(m to anticipate

something ‘{résh, new, ~and thrilling 7
’ instead of* _IUbt dnnther prayer meet- ‘
mg . .

[AB
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we are missing the ©
point: But if we use it to touch hearts
‘money, at-’ -’

" Adtongue-in-cheek appraisa| of some

“devices which are not gomg to get

‘ any church problems scflved

a

e

How to Dodge a Church Problem

' -M(M © PROBLEM-SOLVING  discus:

. R sions in the churcly hecome--

) sn(mcr or.Jater--a desperate dtlempt
" to eseape {rom the pmhlem This is

Loften: elumsily done, causing embar-

3 ‘,'rassnu_n(

and leaving “the churc i
without - the c¢omfortable “feeling of

lmvm;, (ll‘a[)UHL(l of the problem. T his
IS unnecessary, some church leaders -
'lunp, ago worked out adcquuto Le('h-

niques for dodging the issue:

- Over the years, | have seen spveral |
o emmcnt practitioners of this art; and -
- have mmplie(i alist of their devicés.
“The lis is only tentative and. partial,
“but it should give pastors a command
of alternatwe modes of retreat, dlld
“enable them to withdraw. gracetullv '
) le.wuu, the problem’ unsolued )

Find-a sulpeguut “and ride him.
Pastnrﬁ. can-blame board members;:

" board ‘members can blame depart
‘ment he adsy department heads cai .
* blame {edchers; teachers can blame:

every body; and cverybody can hlame

the pdt.tur. e
Pmiesa not - 1o huve the nn&wer

l'lmt lets’ you nut ul huvmg any an-. "
r SWET:

3. Suy ‘that wa mm;l not move too,

. - rapidly. This ilVOldH the necesslty oi .

gettm;, started.

B ¥ Fer every prnpusnl, set up an
opposne and conclude that the

“midd]e ground {no “movement

._whatever) reprewnts the w!sest_-

cuurse of actiun

’I’witor ¢ huu h nHIu \.mmno ( stania, '\(

_' October, 1974 .' :
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By Asa H. Sparks

. -

re.lch m umelusmn is-only- a futile
“guest for certainty.” l)nuht ;md in--

" decision promate prowth,

6. When in a tight plme pruich i
_serimon lh at no one_car- un(lerstdml

: 7 Look shightly embarrassed when -

the pmhlem is hrmf;,ht up. Hint that .
.it is'in bad taste.or too clementary |
for matyre mnmderm ion; or that any.

~discussion.of it is likely to he mmn- '

cerpreted by outsiders. ©

8. Say that the problém. cannot, e
‘separated from’ other. prnl)lemm .
Therefore no problein can be; solved
“antil all-other pmhlelm huvc hcen
*solved.: -

there is much'to be said for |t
1(1 Point out that. thnse who see
1he prnhiem do -so because. thev are’
unhdppy——rather thtm vice versa.
. Ask what is meant by the: ques-

tmn “Whn it is sufficiently clarified, .-

there wnll he oy tune left for thé-an-

12, Dlsu)vu that there are a 11 qorts

llmrlty or seeming to; asaertmg m()ra
‘than’is definitely khown. -

13. Look for some plulumphmnl
“basis for approaching -the problem,
then a basis for that, then a ba'-.ls for
tha!, and so on. :

14. Move awav from" the prohlem

‘into "endless discussion  of various

A

"

-9, Rationalizé' the smtuq quué.'-ﬁ_—

of. danger% in any specific fnrmula- :
tion of L()IlLlll‘alOl‘lS‘ excecdm;, au-. -

l’mnt out’ tlml an altempt tu s
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da we'll take it up later.”
be extended ad mfinltUm, :
25, Conclude “that, - we have ali ;
- clarified our thmklng on the problem,
~even though no one -has’ thought ol'_

B Wey.s to study it. - *. -
15, Put off reeommend“ihons untll '

“every rélated problgm has been defi-

& n:tely settled by the scholars at the

seminary:

16, Retreat into ;,enerul nbjec,twes'
on which everyone can. agree: From'
this higher ;,round you will see that
the problem h:js solved 1tsel!‘ or you-'

will forget it.

"17. Find a face- qavmg verbnl for—_ :
mula like, Let's write headquarteﬁ

to change the rules.
18" Carry the problem into other
fields. Show that jt exists' every-

where; hence everyone w;l! Just haw, ;
~to live with it.. .
2 19. Intmduce analogleh apd ‘dis- -
- cuss them rather than ‘the problem,
20. Explain- ‘by. makmg it perfectly -

clear aver and over agmn what yeu

’ have already said,

21, As" soon as any. prbpma! is

- made, say that you did it five years’

ago in -a previous pastorate.’ -
122, Appomt a commiltee. to wclgh

. the pros and cons (these must. always

be weighed) and. to, reach ‘tentative

conclusions that éan subsequently he
- "used as bases for. further. discussions _
“of'an exploratory nature prellmmary :

~-- to-arriving- at initial postulates-on
-~ which..methods of approach to the

~«_pros and cons may be predicated.

- 23] Waijt until the district quper- :
mtendent car be consulted. .

. 24. Say, “That i is-not on the ugen-
Tl_ns may

any way to solve it.

26. Point out ‘that’ some “of theT
. greatest minds have qtruggled with'
. this problem,. 1mply1ng that it does_
- us credit to have even thought of it
- 27.:Be. thankful for.- the problem.
- It -has.stimulated our thinking and

has- thereby contnbuted to’ our

o growth
2

: “lgve”

o your QCI‘II‘IOI’I

) that make -
a difference

m

"He Sacrificed "Néth'ingu S

.and Saved a Couple!

: Denr Sen: ‘ .
It was a. beuuuful service yestcrday
'mormng' QOur paster, though - not a

Bible scholar, is a Bible student; 'He
saw gomething-in | Corinthians 2 that

“made 4 difference i in. thc servmg of the ..

- sncramcnt
He rccognneti thait Paul saw. “un -

* worthinéss' within the context of ex: -

ckss (v.. 27} rather. than the, u-iual'

:_'generehmtmn that divules a congre-
N 'gulmn bictween the sheep and the gogts,
- As a result, the -sicrament became a -
" moment_of reconciliation as well as o
. memorml of Lelebrauon. . v _
Jolin and Mary ‘walked down the’
.aisle hand in hand, hushand and wile, ~

to.partake -of -the elements’ tegelher

- We knéw that there was tension in the
"home. But our pastor handled the ser-
vite so wisely and so scripturaily that
became. the motif and the fel- -

lowship of reconciliation the end. .

There was rejoicing both  in ll:c T ‘
(.llurf.h and -in hcuven last night he-
-canse of a umwd home—promoted by a .
-discrete pastor and an open altar. -
Sen, it came to me hew impartant it -~

is Lo lead witha splnt ‘of compassion—

_even at thc expense of 'law, The end

'\_resull. is the fulﬁlllng of thc law in
ove;, "L
: lunderstund you w1|l be lcadmgyour' o
: congregallon in the sacrament next , - .
- Sunday mormng _Lead ‘with grm:e.l S
_finesse, and.love. You may havcafum- -

ily -that ‘needs the ruual more thun

'Lo ve ',:

T'r)a Preacher's Mégezine -

cycle is, but for whatever it'is that we-

-,

IT 18 CALLE.D a rﬂpld p;mwth Lycle

If you fmd your -churchin 'it,

. ‘about the iny thing you ean de is
".praise the Lord and hangon.. j
In’our small chorch, grewth came”
rnp:d!y Sunday ‘scheol - atwndance__.
- increased nearly 100 in the six-week ™
' period hetween Octlober and Christ-

mas. It happened- thmu;,h the out-
reach busg ministry.: ‘

" There are many plensures absocp‘.'.
. -ated with’ rapid growth: One of those -
o pleaqurES is trylng ‘ta gain’ enough

. vision for-the task; Just how much of-
~an increase: shall we iplan for? Our -

S

;T t

“i m Stlll not quite sure | know what a rap|d growth

. »

B -are experiéncing, | am pralsmg God and |
’ 'hangmg on.” - .

Raprd Growth Pleasures and P:tfalls",

By Donaldd Sch!ough‘ R o

. .
a0 . "

.factmn thet rep:d growtb can come‘
t. the small church Wlllln[, to l'lSl{:
"something.

. Two ‘buses were purchased from .
the state for less ‘than  $1,000, This

‘investment, was perhaps the greatest

faith move. It meant the risk of put-

s tmg $1,000 on the’ pess:b:hty of fail- -

“ure. But it meant trut‘,tmg God for._'.

‘mistake wis -in lmnung what-'we

- could-do. Physlcal facilities seem to.
. 'place some limitations on how many
" we can pfofitably minister, to, -but
- God "hag given insight: to sée paqt.
. . these hmltuuons When attendance.
' eurpesseb our capabilities to handle

in present space, double sessions. will,

“double our space. We can - mcrease

© - qur mmistry by multlplymg sessions
- and staff. o
~ The, smaller churches have dlfﬁ~ :
- culty in behevmg they can do some-
+thing “big:"" They helieve that First
-~ Church up north, or Calvary Church.__
“in the South can, but their fear of
- failing ‘keeps, them from doing ‘any-"
. thing innovative in -their situation.
" .We have proved, at least to our satis-

‘l’asmr leh Clmrch of lhc anurl.m' lilehDI’l
',v1lIeNC : A . '

' Oc!ober. 1974 -

the outcome..

"Many a smuller :,hur(,h will lmve a
task raising the initial ftinds for. the

outreuch bus. It will not be easy, bes
cause 'the ‘people ‘have not yet ‘seen

what. can happen.. Raising. funds for . =
the sécond or third. will be’ conslder- o

ahly * easier. But’ everi mbost small -

congregatlonb can he. challenged to

- raise six or seven hundred dollars to

Ll

" buy: and insure the first bus, A bus

can cost as -much or as little as the

" supply. and demand. In most metro-

-politan -areas the demand. is” great;

-hence the price.is fairly high. We
beught our buses from a rural-school * - o
~district at an attractive price. Others . -
-have paid-a thousand dollars more for ~ - .

a vehicle that. will do the same job :
a3 ours—provide a means of evan-

“gelizing the -community. -

" not feel qualified. Neither did'L. But -

Many hesitate to enter the evan-'; R

gelistic bus ministry because they do

I did have enough sense Lo read al-

- most everythmg in print on bus min-

1stry. and then to attend a Buq‘,'

C13



et e

Ministry "Conference where. enthusi:
asm as well as knowledpe was dis- .
pensed in large ddsés, IFvou are going .

to do'it, do it right. Learn how to-do. .

| pr:)p(,rlv and you ‘will be 'well on
. your way -to kcepmg, hulurv away .
~from your [)r(‘)gmm ’

A few pitfalls ought to he mun}

o tioned. Perhaps the first pitfall is [
*- think that it is yoyr hands or heid -
that has dcmmp]mhcd ‘this growth:
'Hemcmi)er it is God’s dmm, ~'The
) -‘('hln{.,(."l‘wll(' bué ministry is the sin-
Crreere attempt to respnnd to New Test-.
< ament commands, So 1he‘pruhlenm ‘
* -and successes of the ministry are His.

~Then oné must, be aware that mp'id
growth will.call for organization and’
reorganization. The Sunday school
will need more teachers, more equip-

. ‘ment;, moreliterature: If there isonly-’
“a handful gf people-in.the congrega-

tion to begin with, they must be fore-
warned that grem flemdnds will he

“laid upan” them. Don't searethem,
“hut:do assure them that God will als
so provide iahurcrs [ur lho Imrvcsl -
field. - SE Lot

(‘hl!drens lhlll‘(‘h l‘a un dhwhnt

$
must. Sunday schaol alone is not suf-
ficient - for evangelism. The Sunday-.
school will havé to become a lot more
vvange!lstmtlmn it has beén, but still
‘vou will need the added help of the
;,.r.idcd children’s services.

haby- snling I is worship and evin:

gehqm “Children must be saved in

the Hun(lnv school and (hlldruns
Cehureh, 1t you -don’t. pldn Inr lt
‘wan’ hdppl.'n

One final word .llmul Lulh Wh(-n

_we hegan the bus ministry; it was fclt.
we:cinthd not -do anany things to ups-

grude our iuulmu and cqmpmenl
But the opposite has been true, We™

Chave done more to provide utic(]uate o
for the .

facilities  and equipment.
many - than we did for the few. The
“layman w:ll give if he can see that his |
money is neutled. and is hcm;., used

Dredtouch lives! Give'your people the

oppoerturnity - to _do anmethlng Hl(:
with God’s money. .~
CPmostill not-quite sare | l-muw whﬂt

a rapid ‘wiowth Lycie is, but for what-
ever'it is that we are experiencing, 1
am praising God and hanging on.

P e
. oo

Sanctmed by Falth

" The perfect sancuﬁ(.ution of hc!u.vers is the vcry object for whic 2
"o thn Holy Splrit is promised, I it'is not:a- prnclicnblc duty to be haly. |

© 7 in this world; then it will follow that the devil has so completely ac- e

.complmhcd his design in corrupting mankind that Jesus Christ hns no",
-~ way-to sanctify His people but to take thcm outof the'warld, S
© How.many are secking sanctification by their own rcsaluuons and [
"~ work, thuir fastings, and prayers, their endeavors and netivity, in-

" stead of taking hold of Christ, by fatth for sancuﬁcntmn, -as l.hey do iy

o for justification) -

It is all work, v\;ork wmrk whon :t should bu by faith m Chnst -

- ,Jesus, who iy madc unto us wiadam. and righteouaneas, and sancm’:- | e
-catlon, and redemption. When people take hold of the strength. of God,

"' then thoy will bo sanctified. Faith will bring Christ right into the soul, -
- and:fill it with the same Spiritthat. hrenthea through himself, It is

innpy. TR

14 . PR

L “/faith that must sanctify, it is fmth thnt pur:ﬂes the hunrt.—»-C G.'_;'b B

“The Preacher's Mrighzln'e

© Child-,
-ren’s chureh 15 noi an added hour of -

O

: vy

"~ The acid test of theological fleory is:

Will it preach, and. will-it change -

' -__the lives of persons as it-becomes the- )
Word thr_o‘ugh‘the event of preaching?

C()N'l FMI'(mAlw Plli-,ALIllNG is. exper-_ :

/ iencing a greatly needed revival

~ within’ our ‘modern -over-strnictured
. ‘and over-unalyzed - Christian ‘com-

mumty It.is predicted that this.re-’

surgence of God’s ancient” meuns of

: commumultmn within the cummun-

" ity will_cause another great revival:
of true rehgmn Many pastors, young.
"and old; are daring once, again to de-
‘clare from. their pulplte the good news

"o of Jesus, which alone has power- {0
: chdng.,e the nttltudeq and actumq of
A sinful man'in a secular city.

‘ Oc!qbaf. 1974

- Back.in the troubledsixties;: many
pruﬁ:ssnrs were s0-bold as to say that:

rthey were. presldin;., over (he death of,
_preaching, However, in the midst of
. the turbulent: qeventwq ‘we see. that

preaching has. never been more rieed-
ed. God:is overndmb theTalse doom -

 of 'the professors, and- continues to .
. use “the foolishness of preaching to
. save them that believe” (1.Cor. 1:21),. .

God has always. seen fit' to use’
preaching as the chief’ L_l‘l_f']_!"l;_,'(, agent

'C. Robert Allred
" Pastor, County Line .
. United Methodist Church‘ .
- Konnesaw, Ga: . ."°

. The Preaching Event as a Change Agent

“within the life of the énmm'uni{y. of

communication., John the Baptist .
prenched (Mait. 3:1). Jesus went all

'ahout prenchmg the gospel (Matt.

35). The apostlesfilfilled : Jesus'
commission to . preach. everywhere-‘_ '
{Mark 16:20). ’

‘Preaching. was a.mark of the ;,en

. uine existence -of true- Chm,tmmty .
within the apostolic era, The mis- - -

sionary.impulse of the Early Church .

“was to preach the gospel to everybaty -

everywhere. It is nof by accident that -

“.-gvery great- revival has been- led by -

anointed preachers. There will never

“be another revival without the renl:-‘. .
zation by preachers. of their urgent’ = -
‘mission and ministry to an otherwise
{ost world. If persons ure-to be saved
or chan;,ed in this ‘day, it ‘will come

chiefly through’ a-renewed sense.of

urgency .on ‘the part of God-cailed

instruments of communication.
Esqenttally, preaching is the event”

-‘of communication from. God through
~man - 'to man. ‘The house of God is .
therefore a commumty of wmmum—'
~ cation. It js this communication from

God whicl has-power to. change the - |
feelings and hehavior of a'sin-orient-
ed people, Thus the’ proof ‘of God’s.

activity . ‘within - culture "is in the
changed lives of persons,. who-in turn . _
-are -able to efﬁ;ct change wnthm 80-- -

ciety itself. - -
In our age the preachmg event is a.

- way. in whwh the preacher theol();,mn '

15



is contmually callcd up(,’m o inte-

grate theory with truth. The acid test
of theological theory .is: Will it

-preach? Or: Will: the theory effect

. becomies the Word through the event -
-of - preaching? Thus, preaching is’
- pragmatically the accepted mark of-
" the work of the Spirit within the: com-
‘munity offaith. Preaching can be
_ called true communication onlyif it .-
1ssues in modified -behavior-and at- .
. titudes in'the lives of the hearers whn

change in the lives of persong as it

are made doers-of the. Word. ‘
As.a change agent, ‘the sérmon is

. ‘theone-act of ministry. which has the
-fmost pntentml for preventing polari--
«ation and managing mev;tablc con-:

fliet. w1th1n anactive umgregatmn

" Persons naturally resist, Lhangp “hut

as.a part of a “‘captive audience”

" they are most vulnerable to experi-
_ence the Word of God, which has the
. ‘power to change and, mold them into
' Chrlsthkeness )
The preacher also. bewme% vui-.
' :nemble through the act of preaching

- in" that he, along ‘with his people,

: ; layq hlmself open to the same’com-
. municdtion. The preacher has mgre. .-
to offer-than detached insights; he °

" offers the healmg participation of hls

i

 human heart. It i§ this vulnerabﬂxty"f
. which enables the pastor to combiné
. the dusl roles of sensitive counselor .
“and . fearleqs .prophet. The Word-

-event not only offers the p()bslblllty

. of change to the hearer; it offers cor- =
. rective admomtmn tu the prencherv
' .also ' ‘
LoTH change does take place throu;,h,-f
LT the event of preaching, then it must
.~ . be God-directed. The faithful preach-
¢r- must. never. fail to preach the full
. message which thé Lord lays upon
+ his, heart. Oftén it would be- moré
.. ‘popular to modify—and thus_pulli- "
. fy—the message from God. Perhapq ;

. the distinctive difference- between '

‘professional and nonprofessional

. preaching is the ability to distin-

16
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- guish - between. personal bympathy
and’ pmlesslonal objectivity. It is in

his own . openness to the fullness: of

the: message that the preacher.finds.
.‘strength in vulnierability: If the hear: =~

ers undersumd that the . essence of
the message is from ‘God, then lhey

“will feel free to continue to come to .
. their pastor with their confessions
_and pers(mal pmblem% The vulner-
able preacher is.a man that also .
blands, along W|th Ins peuple m thc B

fear of God..

" The current rcvi‘val ol interest m
the sermon as'a potential tool forcall::
ing -our people back to nuthentlc re-
ligious prerlenuz may not be any -
“great surprise’ to many  holiness’
“preachers; for few  within' holiness
circles ever doubted that it was main: "
“ly through the:nieans of the sermon - . -

that God L()l“[)elh persons 1o.a high-

er. plane of living: Indeed, the prpba- e
ble reason that most ministers gave L

up on the serinon was that they knew

of no higher ‘plane to which they -

could “direct. their people It is gen-

_cmlly assumed in.. Wesleyan Armm-f'- '
" ian ¢ircles that every sermon isa

change (,vent

However lt is enwurug,mg “to- ex- s
'peneme the’ larger clergy’s. ' ‘new’". '
discovery of the jise of the sermon to’
modlfy the actions. and altitudes. of:
persons and culture. If anothergreat
revival does occur ‘within our fallen -

society, it will-have to have the par-

ticipation; if not the:leadership;. of
the total force of the Chrlstlan com-f"
mumly el
“The holmeqs movement has . stra— IR
tegic’ leadersh:p role ‘to play in the .. .=
coming 'preacher-led  revival. The . .
.methudnlogy and Hpecml competen-, .
cies of holiness preachers and evan- ., -
‘gelists need to be communicated to"

-the total . sphere of Christian com-"
-municators, Holiness preachers have -

a great deal to. share' with . other -~
‘preachers who are now getting into -
chunge (menled preanhang PR

" .Tha Preacher's Magazme R

vl Comp;fcd by tho‘GenPraI Srewaro'smp Comm:ss:on

'

'.fMlmsters of Cod

B C ALL[D TOBE MlNlSTERS“—mInISlCrS of God in an 1mmoral.',

- age! SUpCFSlIlIGI’] i$-rampant, A tragic preaccupation- with the.
~occult is growing dmly Perverted. moral values seem to repre-
_ semt thé norm of our day Mulmudes dle in. 5|n many crymg oul-

. “No one cares!”’

“As. ministers- of God in a holmess church ‘we dare not lel

o FOR

- TPASTORS .
“ and LOCAL

* .. CHURCH
LEADERS

) EAR[ I W‘Oll ,[IUL(JIHH Dheoctor,
THANON (. O PARRY Ofhwe Echikr -

d thar lament go unheeded The redempllve fife- ~giving cure— - f-

§ * “the double-cure”’—is ours to give NOW in the person- of the -8

.fHon Spirit, whose mission is pardon’and cleansmg SR TR

‘Our call from God “to serve the present age” is His.com- [

B "mand 10 ledd mei in our day from sln to. hollness through lhe -k
| . power of the Holy Spirit,. ;
We mus! be sure of our call and keep 1ts surety clear—per-

-sonally experiencing the fullness of the. Spiriv of holiness, bask--

dAng'in and constantly mstructlng ourselves in the nature of holi-  §.- =
| ness. Then we must-go forth in- 1974 proclaiming and tesulymg B
§  to:the gospel of the grace of God for all who Iwe in our needy,‘: "
B sin-sick world today. . - o
Loyal!y to the cloctrme of heart holiness in presenun;, tl1e_- -
' truth of the BHlessing with zeal, defendmg it with courage, and, H \
" urging it upon all who are truly justified is so-necessary'in our - § -

dayl Such loyalty exalis. Jesus ‘Christ, whose. represenlatwes we BN

' are, and- recommends the Holy Spirit in all-His power and purity. -

Let us giverthainks dt the “remembrance of his holiness” (Ps.

of God as it is revealed ‘in His.majesty, in His moral purity, and

in the communicability of His divine nature through the blessed
;'lloly Spirit, who makes the believer holy and-pure.

: 30: 4), ‘being loyal to our church; and living so as to bring no §
~‘blame-on our distinguishing .doctrine. We are to be ministers B
{ - who pray much, learning the secret of -waiting upon the Lord ‘
i o rencw our streng,lh We'are toread andstudy axtensive
- are 10 labar hard and have immeasurabie faith in"the’ boihess

We must not stagger al preaching the [,lOfIOUS trulh ol ‘ '

;;: (,hrmrm perlecuon f\nylhmg, less lhan this would be dlshon-' H-




_ Sl _._' Tl B ! I : ) O NAZARENE WORLD MISSIONARY SOCIETY
i 'orablc to the atonement of ]esus Chrlsl and the operatlon of B .} A (LRTA’N AS THE I_[A V[S THAT FALL ‘_ '; o .
1 the Holy Spirit. He who denies’a second ¢risis éxperience denies - . S . , ‘ S ‘_ T

the full scope and design of the mission of )esus Christ to our
world. Our age, enmeshed in sin and self-centeredness, [.,rlpped -
by evil, and infected by fear, reveals the fact that’ our task is o

declaré the greatest need of our'time—holiness, . * SR - |
AR | May every Nazarene preacher go from his knees’ (o his pui— R e
4§ H pit carrying with him the authority to declare the whole g()spel a
L g ; -“of Jesus, Christ; never being inconsistent in_his message or-his g !
i i life; trusting the Holy Spirit to convict.and convince the sinner - - §-
:7 - B of his'need for forgiveness and the'believer of his need for- -y . f
1 1l - cleansing.'May we as mjnisters of: the gospel in the Church of = %7 -,
R CE E “the Nazarenc .bear-the seal of Pentecost-and the Holy Spirit, so- ¢ - .~ !
.- B thiat God may dse us to tell His truth, to- uphold it, and to declare \ .
H it with scrlpluml accuracy in lhese later : years Df lho twenuelh‘ i '
o .4, century. - : R g
1 L = f
> - [
1 Y . ’
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Plannmg for New Members T

A "Ask yourself and your board every monlh‘ Who has recently ac-

. _' month and. brought mto the sacred fellowshlp of the church?

»: a e

;"f- fall- revival.
-‘added to the membershlp?
haven’t ;omed the church?

-.membersh|p

e e Do

The sacred fe"owshl
s part of the Good News.

of the church ‘

. cepted Christ and who are the ones that can be won to Christ this

&VANGEUSM L ER USRI

1. Rewew ‘the | resu!ts from your
‘How. many- can be: -

2. Check yoiir Sunday school en-"'- )
"rollment How many are saved. but

3 Take a good Iook at your Naz— )
-arene families. Urge each devel- .
‘oping youth to become part of the‘_'-

4, "Evaluate ‘your. frmge -area fam-"
-ilies. Could- they.'be won (this. . .
»month) if you rnade a spec1a| ef-'.:. SN ' N '

_— _ ST “* SURVEY your neq,hbor—

{1 Any church can grow |f it w:ll pray about growmg, set. goals to"§ -

by Professmn of Falth? . o
B Ct mwmwwwm November 3+MWW«»MWMM

. grow, ‘make growth a part_of .every board meetmg, and utlhze'-', A
£:| the programs of the church to. lhat end Tl |
; ; ' '

" %' START ‘A NEW HOME DE-

_ k Spansor SPEGIAL \'/'i"s:r'xi{’

" SHUT-INS NEED NQOT - -

S, 769 Home Depanments now mmnster to 20 063 members This
s our chance fo minister to many thousands of shut-ins. Write
~ the’ Chur¢h Schools Department, 6407 The Paseo,

‘ booklet THE HOME DEPARTMENT MINISTRY

CHURCH SCHOOLS

HOME DEPARTMENT SUNDAY

PARTMENT. Over -half of
our-Sunday. schools do not .
have one. Report it to your *
dlstrlct H.D: dlrector S

. TIONfor shut-ins u'nable‘to "
" attend your- special”’ Home -
Department servrce

"hood. to find new Home
Department members o

. BE SHUT OUT -

for your free -, -
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HOME MISSIONS  ©~.~ ~ ~ .. 70

rollment. . - :

ah\d;.womeh,-]boys'._and glrls to Ch‘ris'tl -

16E

]

. October13,1974.;
.+~ Laymen’s Sunday - ... -

. Y \-‘
- R T

e ctober 13, 1908~ ©
%  Birth of the Church of the.-Naz-

P .

|- ent status-as a truly international church with 6,532 churches and” _ .

17 N THE 66 yéars‘si"n.'ce the C_h__'lirch.—q‘f‘the‘.N'a:'z'aréhe' was ‘bb"r.n__as?‘a'.' Lo
% national church at Pilot':Paint, Tex., it has demonstrated.a vig-" -
~orous growth from.288 churches and 6,198 members to'its pres-. -

7. 538,081 members and more than a million-in Sunday. school en-" © -

This ngWth.Was-ih .la'fge.'part- the fesult of an active and sac-" .~

rificial team effort by both clergymen and laymen who felt com-
* pelled by their own salvation to reach. but to the next town.and '
around the world building the kingdom.of God by |eadi‘ng-mve_n

. Today’s world. calls )‘or-'a'r_e‘n'ewallbf_tfhat dedication of both:

- laity-and clergy to the completion of the great mission-which they
- 'so boldly began. - "~ . - P S

" their part in the mission of the church.

(RS

L. On Lay)nﬁén's_SUhdély,- .;Oé,tdbe.r-.ﬁ,f'_hol_nn';i_r ‘yo'ur'l'a‘y,hiehff_.ﬁ; L

. 'DEPARTMENT OF HOME MISSIONS -

mE2o0Z-

 DONT GET CAUGHT SHORT

INVESTIGATE =/
' NAZARENE 7§
 TAX-SHELTERED: |

IR

nather annuity. may offer a higher percentage of interest, but no one has
‘ - ¢ome up with.a better- annuity -than your Department:of Pen- .
sions and Benevolence makes available' to ministers and faymen

v _employed by the'church, - -

=

o le,r;ist,'_prdbably_Wil_l',rét.ufrn_'_less on:your investment.’

Frankl&t,‘(herDep‘a‘rl.m,en_l ‘of Pensions and.Berevolence has a stan,ding-bblicy: )

. "W¢ are ever ready 10 negotiate with any company. that can give
you a better dollar return on‘your annuity investment. For-a num-

your present Nazarene Tax-sheltered Annuity. . - .-

- i_éc’ '

- PENSIONS & BENEVOLENCE.

ncidentally, everyone looks .at interest. However, interest does not tell the. -~
"7 wholé story with annujties. If-the percentage. of interest is higher, '~
i+ 'chances-arc the annuity expense may be higher too! This means
-.__that.a tax-sheltered annuity from another source, with higher'in-. -

ber of years the Departmient has found nothing that compares with.

N -.‘Lé.st you -f(;rge't_hbbui_th‘ié 6ppbrtunit_y{ why not wri'_te.-tod_étjkr formore informa- )
-} - .. tion? Address your ingquiry to’ Dr.'Dean Wessels, Department of - -
o Pensio'ns'ancl_B_ejne__v'oi_ence,',640_1 ;.Th_p'lfasc_fo, Kansas City, Mo. 64131



Lot e servceman
in your Ilfe know

e ' al I Sln tI Ie ~ Bibles dnd lrdw-.l.mnm 'l)<:i1k~. pnlurr.'
‘ records ,111(1 tapes . . Lnurmi Music-. .. 59 gifts ‘md

awards - games, ()e rer 6,00t dehghtfu! se !(’(t‘mns’

‘“'.ord S SOng ina
trange Iand R

"_.‘,l{m ently wnl in all paatnrs and nrdcrm;, a('(r(mrw« !’tr-
.-.mml mpnw !IH ) upnn request. . :

Urge Your La}z Peopfe fo Order from Therr Nazarene Pub!rshmg House Too
- where the.«r doHars do doubie ciuryJ .

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE . I'mt Oﬂll't‘ an 527 K.msas Clly, Mlssmm 64141

L]

----“---_---n-------------------I
. . . o - 4 - e L

Psalms 137 4 | | vty
) o o -Plc‘ﬂ‘ve send dems ab indicated below. - i ". . .
, , . - e "', : s ',: - GIV{NGANDH\HN(, e
o ’ 1._\(‘.1(!0[ 5 Gmd!f* 1 FREE with’ mder o 5 or, mmL 1e-tl=. - .50
_NAZARENE SER VICEMEN 3 RETREAT e o
: BERCH TESGADEN GERMANY ' I .-'C:HE(;K":H }»10'&;'.;'(;;11'){[1 .ttfm;lééli:&? B ‘ 7, :
‘ﬁ\’ NOVEMBER 11-15, 1974, v% o G e R et
Chun:h n.mu»' T N

BILL TO

Mel McCuIIough Speaker .
'V‘Chaplam Kenneth B Clements, Coordmator

'COUHS[ Uml 113 1.1 Slumesm Stawardshnp R g , -
TEXT: GJWNG AND UWNG Young ' :

As pastor, encourage your servnceman to go;and, .
-if necessary;’ ask your congregatlon to. help w&th S
flexpenses., y ST KPR Lo

.

.(_)hurch name ... .
" Addross : .
" District” . R S _ e '

: Enroliman‘l bq'h'mam . . Begmnlng dme s Nurnbar sesmons , _ -

,Cluss to be held E} NYPS P T 4 B Wednqsdny night N O

enomination-wide Study. February & March

*Retreat theme.

T

. Sond neport Blank. Rugtstmhon Malerlul lo
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NAZARENE INFORMATION SERVICE "*

IF YOU READ |
Somethmg About

ni ot
L, %_‘__l the Church
of the Nazarene

AND AREN'T SURE WHO WROTE n—
- cTEARIT our o

'>"S'EN_D"IT‘._.,,_-_ o
0.

| .'-:_NAZARENE INFO'RMATION SERVICE
- COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION -

‘ '-’AChuth of the an.ireuc :
International Headquarters

Joo We send hundreds of artlcles to . news-

for you to let us- know you read it.

,f"','lT IS TOO expenswe to subscrlbe to a-
- cllpplng serwt:e '

" 'EDUCATION

| seniors are beginning:to think aboul what -

| Now is the hour when high school’ counselors

3 o .. or.universities. -
“ | Now is the hour’ when you' should send the ngmes “of -

Anywhere in the World-_'_l_"'

' ".'Now is lhg‘ hour when’ you' may be’ able lo foreslall a

A ,the advanla;?es of altendlng a Nazarene college

| Dont forgct 1o remmd lhem tlmt many of their fmest -
*friends will also :be  going to ‘a Nazurene college .

it for their lives .
-1 who will be personally interested in. them” and who. wnll_A

S . 7 | that,although itis difficuli to work- one’s way through
. :'6401 The Pasco, I\ansasClty MO‘MISI _. _— L

| -director of: student.aid who can give them complete,.
“information with regard to the tany, scholarshlps and

-_,,‘Fmally,_ how about suggestlng that. your church Wlll

- ‘papers about the church and ‘what she is ° |
" doing. The only way we. know which are
‘printed and which are put in-file' No 13 is

"Dear Pastor

Nou is the houi when your hlgh School'

: college lo anénd next year

may be recommending that - your -ablest
young people attend. non Namrene colleg,es'.

your high school seniors, to your Nazarene college and 1
“invite a ‘college representative td.come 0o} your church
and mlerwew all prospect:ve students.

_-wrong life-decision by pointing out 16 your young people"

“that on every Nazarene: college campus there. will be o
“hundreds of young peoplé from ‘backgrounds. jUSI like I,
theirs who also will be seeking-and'finding God’s will 7
. and that all eight: Nazarene colleges are
that’ lhey will ‘find-faculty members-

- fully accredited ..
“share " their. concerns- as they chodse. theif careers .
.college, it actually requures less houtstoday than it did a
~ generation ago .- . thattheir Nazarene college hasa-

.loans Wthh are available, to help them fmancrally

..give them at least a-small ““send off’" gift-as. ‘they’ bez,m B
‘their career on a Nazarene colleg:,e campus? R

-t-Smcerely yours, . l '

EDWARD S MANN

- 16K
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STEWARDSHIP - -

'PASTOR—a Serwce to You _': ) . RS
“When you. change address f|ll in the form below and ma:l to Ihe General

.Secretary e e T o
EName . Dateof Chige
" New Address _ B i S A s
Gyt el - Stael . Zip.

.Name of Church e }'_VDistﬁ_clt"" L
’ New Posmon Paslor( ) Evang, ) Othcr R
-’,Former Address S
" Former Churc}‘l
- All official. records at Headquarters and penodu:als checked below W|II be_
- ‘changed from this one notlflcatlon . R |
'-"Check Herafdof Hohness( ); Worid MISSJOH { } PreachersMagazme( ),_

.wedo it fo'r a heavenly reward .

-

',Ly- .

IN -
NOVEMBER

Re ce Ve me miwrs l)y professmn of [.ulh o

e ('H_ono'rAS_cho,oI Goal—5 perlcent “of Sur_uiay schoolavér'age_) o

hS

CHANGE or ADDRESS FORM SR

"Other __.

3 '(Cllp and send to the General Secretary, 6401 The Paseo, Kansas Clty, Mo -

64131 L e 0o : R

(1 Corinthiang 9:25, TLB).* '

EVANGEHZE

The ulnmate Boa! of “Blg e monlhs T

“The [i'w'n,t.' Hib!o,'cc:_;_)_v_ltﬂ%l <1971, i_\-lr«l\llg.tinlyil'- I_’ui:lls_hjus,_‘.‘\h‘o.li(h_\,[il.‘l‘sod by j‘}l‘”ni‘%i()l"‘l.

' They work 10°win a blue rlbbon ora sﬂver cup, |

. WORLD MISSIONS




- SEmedw s er

| CHRISTIAN SERVICE TRAINING

16N

, and better Chrlstmns

Dr Samuel Young Writes w1th depth and clarxty about-
.the basic ‘ifsues of Christian stewardship. This rew

book contains terse statements that are characterlstlc-
~of Dr. Young's writing. Many fine quotations will be-

“found in this text: It will help us be better stewards

Denommatlon wide Study

i a‘hau.u\ \].m} FRES N ' '
Umt 113. la, Chrlstlan Stewardshlp
Text (.nuw, .md i I\nw"- o ';‘

See page 161 for reglstratron blank

H

. STEWARDSHIP'




Bemember Ynur Enm Eﬂngregamn

‘ 'Prowdes a'whole year - _
o a! beauty and msprrar.'on ]

‘Just a few pennies mnre '
:,ﬁman a Chnstmas Gara‘

* Soft. Colortul

Full-cotor= ol
rgproduction of
.. aSpliman painting

Imﬁr_in;ﬁrca

L[ Height 1
|
I

. \u\”,,, " Monthly

- “other Saliman subjects . ] oS, A\ u i “ :Fj_" S T :

1o choose rrorn

- phone Memur.mdum . Morm I‘Iusc—}luwcrs-—[hnhstune :

. Pricad tor quanrrry dwrnbu-
tion: Orders of 100 or more- -
-lmprlmed FREE. - -

~ 100 for-$30.00; 500 ror 5135
. _1 ODO for 5235 . :

‘mote than fuur lines.

’:slllutmns .‘If\(.‘l‘ Nnvember 20.

ROST OFFIGE BOX 527,

B i Pléqe‘ Yd‘u::"br_de‘r ATONCE: -

- Flaral Design’
in Palg Pln_k Y
. Background © -

CWidth, 270

- Theme Kol -

. . ’ . -1 T . ,,_h‘ -‘ﬁ ® -‘ . o
- . 2 T ki o
't U-g851 | . U 9952 " U.9953 ST e T % Wee yBIbIe e
{ P T My, LTI ' .
S, Thrée Months a
.f_f: ATy ;- a-Glance i
) 143_ ' } _Calendar Pad
3, 57 T 'f'_"_-Fr.ir;!edbn High-; '
T - DS : “Quality White -
“Us9950 - Head of Chaist Pﬂpﬂf Sluck 7
U-9951 . Christ, Our Pilot :
" U-9952 . Heart’s Door- . . : . . L Clear Eold Numbers -
" U-995% Good blwpherd ST f'f*f““-"-5*---»—l»-_-_ “?“ : Slzo 5%, i 10
© Llvose Aswrlmcnt nf mo S T - o )
T ._“'- Y ‘ o ON’ BACK OF MONTHLY CALENDAR PAD - :
: _“Whre (o Look in the Bible” -® Church Attendance Record o Tclc-.‘_'
.350 each '

IMI’RINT Nmm of pastnr md/ur c]lurch \nd 1ddruss Ordcrs u:\dcr ‘
100, $2.00 exira. Mmmmm :mprml order is 50 ]mprm! m)l m L‘xcud .

' NAZARENE Puausnme HOUS!:

© KANSAS CITY, MISSOUR 64141 L

-.._.'_.A.-r....__ﬂfwﬂ.m LTI - e R i =

o i g it L

- NOTE: Allow thiree or four wuks fur |mpr|nl|n1, and. 1;111;)[:1:111 Late. !
_orders, may take longer for-delivery., Wc reserve the right to’ m.\kc subv -

'-{

People react. more to a pastor s i
atmude than to hls message : S

e

The Power of the Posmve

By Warren Foxworlhy

Y
.,

you are dealmg with feel? What kind of vibrations do they. receive?
© - Why is’it that contact with some men_leaves: peop!e breathless

Cand’ awed, while contact with ulher men leaves. LhE:m untouched and

.'umnoved" Why is it that when some men rise to'speak, a charge of

excitement pulsates through the mtetmg plnce antrcrpatlon hang‘a '
c |ik8 clouds in-the air? ' :

"Itis the power of the po‘utwe that druws thL hne ul separatmn

ablhty to. be positive in the midst.of traubled board meetings, in
-times of per‘;onal and interpersonal conflict, in curcumstances that

-~ are threatening, is an unusual but an attainable trait: .
' _Let us face the truth squarely.- Preaching is.more than skin-

deep Many books. are’ currently being offered that would help a‘pas-

- tor to be a pos:tlve preacher However, more basic than being a

. posmve preacher -is being a- posxtwe perbon A pomtlve mebsag,e is™ "

burely an outgrowth of-a positive, attitude. -
Remember, pastur your peop!e react more to. yuur general attl-

tude than the_v do to your méssage if the two are consistent. Your'cry
for a positive movément of your church'toward victory may be éither

“‘entianced and enlivened by your owni bouyant outlook or dulled by & .. -

: -deep-seated ‘petsonal negativism.. If you want to teach your people Lo

.. love, give them affection. If you-want to help them tohave confidence, -
- give them encouragement, If you want them fo be generous, share. If-
~ you want them to be truthful, tell the truth, If you wan{ them to be "
- 'patlent be'tolerant. If you-want them to'be happy, give them under-.
s standmg And if you would have them be winners rather than losers,
" warriors, rather ‘than quxtt.ers accentuate the pusntwe in your own-"

life and mmlstry

The size of your. church is not the lmportant thmg Mnny hlg men:‘
- pastor small churches. Rather it is what you make of your given as-"
.« signment. The truth remains that many small churches have. blos-

‘ q_omed into bpmtual empires because of a positive preacher.
That is-the power of the. posrtwc and it wnrk%—for you'

'Puslur. I~|rst Lhurch of the Nuzurenc Nprl'nlk Va.

Py ~ Py .y ~ . pr— ~ P

) Pastor when you step - into the pu!ptt wa]k into thm }IOSpltdl E
"~ "room, minister from behind the counseling desk, what do'the people. -

between the nominal pastor ‘and the extraordinary.man of God. The =

" Oclober, 1974

sl it / !
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The Facts About Pastors lees

Part Four The Pastor 5 Wlfe Person to Person

A!THUU(‘M Msvons wn‘Fs dn not
think “of- themselves as§’ coun- -
- selors, they systemartically. have sev-

-eral persons, usually four or five, who

seek them out eich week for perqunnl

gregation. However, pasiars’ wives

* with less education ‘and under 35 re-

porfed more than one of éach 10 per-
sons who comes to them for helpis a

*man. About 30 percent of the visitors
_are single, and'the rest married. None
- of these. statistics is surprising.

. However, it is surprlsmg to find
‘ ,only 1 percent of the persons vmtmg

pastors’ wives under 35 s a senior

- citizen, while 22 percent of the visi-

.- tors to women over 50 years of age s,

“a.Sénior citizen. Older people like to -

- counsel with’ other nider people it’
- Beems:

-More than twme as mimy teen-

S agers g0 to pastors’ wives under 35,
‘ in churcheés of ‘more than 150 mem.
"~ bers, than to any other group, T he.

saime t,endf,ncy holds’ for - young

'uduits ‘Level of educntmn does not .
geem.to matter. This must mean that
most people who sevk out a pastar's

wife for help choose someone thcv be-

-Heve identifies - with their age and- -
qmluq Aml the quulliv u[ [hu ;u-rann

gt

S most.

.'\‘:Z\-'

is more. xmpormnt tha;: hpr fnrmal-

education.’
The respnnse in person is lhe same

. as the response on the phone as it re- -

, ldtes to'the level of serious problemq‘
“help. These persons who come are al-_ =

: ~ brought -to "pastors® wives: - Younger
« most exclusively women. of thc cnn-_‘

- pastors’ wives tend to see- parishion- -
~.ers” problems as less serious than ©
_older women. And women with Jess .
educatmn see ‘mast of ‘the problems.
-a8 "nol very. serious,
women (have more than. tw1ce the
'pmpnrtmn of “Very. serious” '
-+ lems:as do‘other pastors’ wives. The
same’ proportmm hold: for wives-in -~
- churches under 50 members as those .
~above 50.. A}l of this must ntean that
- more expenence, .more_ education,
and the. larger size-of ‘church. ‘hr‘mg-
- greater -confidence, and ‘thus more. -
serious problems, to the pastor's wife.” -

Althou;,h health” was a “serious .
problem brought on the phone,‘ it
~gave way to home and faraily as a
~-};ermus problem to he discussed in . .
perqnn “Some choices: are less defi-
- nite. 'I'he three _problems dealt with:
_ in person-to- persan: rmmstry .
nre in order as follows: :

"

. Emptionat and splfllual .
2 Church-related: problems
3, Hnme and family - '

- ;Aml ugnm the: reqpnnqe to the‘m' '

Thu Prencher 8 Magnzine :

L WIFE’

LORA LEE I’AR!IOTT —

while college .. ';

prob-

- joyment”

T . B3

persons who need he[p is predlctahle
Cas follows “in order:

'l‘ry m listen and understnnd '

2. Try to Ket them’ tu talk to my
-husband N SR

. d blralghtcn them uut

_* In conclugion, [mf-.lnrs wives dn nnt_ :
seem to have the same level- of en-.
) in person- -to- -person.minis-
Ctry as they'doson the phone, though'

- the difference may not besignilicant.

obligation”
“Refer. thc,m to a I)I'OlCHHl()]]dIA.'

‘ coumclnr

ple wh() chmein person’

PR

. This, md‘\ he hecuusc the wives fecl
-the phnnc is more their place, while
person-to-person help s more- thc :
.domain of their pastor- husbands.,

greater pmpurtmn rvjvlled thL pvr-'
s0n-to- peru.nn ministry #5:*'not their

phone-ministry.,

- Without ex('cptmn all of th(' wives:

see the! ;,eu('ml attitude toward peo-

-‘.I)slsmrs wives must he giiod penplv o
~who want to help ot hvr-« to lhv cxtht
ol thmr ub]lnv

About the Books You Read-—-‘

RLLCl’ﬂ.ly in a group whcrc we were slmrmg huuks that luul -been
, hclpful pur leader lmpressed me. with this stutement: 1 never'read a
hook with the idea of trying to mml\ 7e of eriticize it, § always say as 1
open a new hook, *Now, Jesus, what dg You have to say to me from this -
'-hook"' That's my-atitude, } Jook for that \Vhl(_h lhc Lord hns l'or me uml :
my necds;.and. ]U‘vt let the rest slide off. ]
o - Sometinies:we find - somelhm;, that' rc\lI\ speakq to o need in. our
) lives, then d:scover the writer to be-of some other lhcn]ogwul persuasion
‘than our own, s0° tass il all gut. Understandubly, we are earcful about- ‘
v ,?gwmg new or.immature Christians books which, nijght wnfuw ox delour' )

' ‘them But as preachers” wives, we ean lift oul so many nutmcutb B
reserve them, When 1 read a worthwhile book, 1L make it mine, Ttis usual- °

and

Iy so0 underlined, scribbled, and indexed that. it’s hardly fit toloan. Ttry =
to type out those portions- w}uch speak to me, or 1 fee) will be'usceful. :
Most recently I read a ‘new hook, Stop Playlng Pious Games, by Jo

- Kimmel (Abingdon: Press, :1

1974, cloth,

$4.95). The author is ‘director of

family devotional life for the Upper Room The baok den!x wuh pruh!nm-. :

- llke being. honcst ‘with God, judging others, escapism.’ - i oL
-One’ ‘chapter I théught to be particularly helpful was tltlcd “(.row' "

. Where. You're Planted”’ and denlt with the“ if enly”’ game. If only my-

““Everything

husband’. . . If only I were in better health. .. If only we lived. ..
would be all right if someone else or somclhmg would -

- change.” Muny have discovered *“that they can 'grow just where they’re
planted, in the very sm] of relationships and situations that they'd com:. -
- plainéd about bcforc .+« But as long as ydu put the blame anywhere but -~
~ - _on yourself, you're going to lack the life that's ayailuble to you to grow
and to produce fru:t"—right where you are planted! You cut yourselfof[
" from the Vine when you grow dzswntcnted with-your circumstances.’
- Next tinie you start a new hook;, pauise first and ask, “Jesus what do

You huve for me, in llus buok"” .

-

October, 1974."

n

—-—Kathrvn Johmmn

llmn l't‘jull‘(l lh(‘ lle—

s positive.
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Women were first at the eradie eﬁd last

" at the cross of Jesus. He'gave them
“His forgweness and His respect

Women Are a Part of the Body of Chnst

By Jeanelle Call“ .

W

L THE VISION OF MEN and women- a5
M co-sharers of God’s grace anid
-¢o-workers: in Christ's: klngdem is’

_ - timely for this Sunday which iedtures :

. the lay people of the church. _

* . Christianity is a public matter, not

-something to be hidden away. Jesus

wants His good news to spread. He

has clearly spoken agamst burying:
talents and hiding one’s light under a’.
bashel. As Christian. layworen,. we’

need to reévaluate our roles, talents,

"and expectations. Here is a task of

eternal sngmfxcance because we are

Ged created both male and female

" in' His own image, and. gave them

_mmt dominion. over the earth. Wo-

" man, at creation, was-given the same. .
honor, privileges; and. reqponslblh-,

ties as man. God intended compan-
ionship between men and women as

equal moral and mtelhgent ‘beings,” -
“alike in their dlgmty and worth be-

; fere God.
e hulrmun of -altwnrtls I’nrkuew (‘hurch of lhe'
Nazarene, Dayton, Ohio’ (mebmu,t delive rul in 1he

: |)uylnn (hunh ob Layinen’s L;um‘]ny)

20 -

v

" The lives of more_than 50-women,
‘who were in the foreground of God's- . = -
"hxstory, are. recorded in ‘the Blble s
There was Miriam, - Deborah; .the . . -
‘prophetess Hulda, Prlsmlle ‘Phoebe, * -

and Lydm to name a.few, who. d1d S
not remain dec1lf,ly behind the seene,
servmg in silence. 'These women had iy
~public ministries and " duties. They

had been guided by God to ‘undertake
“such respensnhlllties 'I‘h,e‘ lives. of o
- these: women furnish ‘so varied a-

range of spiritual excelience that no

".one can fail to-find in them an abun- _
. engaged in God’s business ‘and not -’
. Just.our own, As followers of Christ,
we want-our lights to shine brightly
" for our Lord and not be smothered hy o
“a- bushel marked “woman’s piace.””

‘We have a réady source of i instruc-
.tion, of reference, and example in our

" Bible .that will prepare us-at every.

. point; and. equip us to. da ;,ood t0=
others and to burselves. S v

dance- of ‘spiritual .profit. Each - of

" these women—be shie queen or proph-- -
eless, saint or former sinner; ectwe or

contemplative—achieved in very dif-

ferent circumstances her.own‘. par- - . '
ticular - spiritual - triumph. " Each -~

‘meets a different challenge, and . .

_mamfebts the spiritual qualities re- - ,
- quired to answer the challenge in her - -
Lown specml circumstance. Their lives
furnish us with a catalogue-of widely ..

ranging virtues—love; . dedication,

piety, fortitude, loyalty, repentance,
“wisdom, fa:th, and zeel for God’s ; '
religion. ,
Jesus treat;ed men and women lol
lowers equally durmg His earthly
ministry. "Perhaps ‘it. is .no. wonder .
that the women were first-at the cra- - "
dle and last at the Cross; They had. =~
-never ‘kriown ‘a man like.Jesus. A
- Prophet and Teacher who. never-
nagged - at. them, never ﬂat.tered or -

© " The Preacher's Magazine

ceaxed or petrenlzed ‘Who rebuked 4
watheut condescension; -who: never.
" mapped out their spheres for thein;’
.. never ufged them to be féminine, or'’
- .. jecred at them for being female. Who '
- took them as He found them. Who
~ made’ them know Lhey were lmper- ,
. tant to Him. :
“There isno agt, 1o sermon, no par-
- able in the wh_ole gospel that borrows .
.. .its pungency from female perversity;
.- nobody could possibly guess from the -
- 'words and. deeds of Jesus that there '

was anything “funny about woman’s

' . nature; ‘
7 L would like to refer to thrée wn-"f
-, men of the New Testament—women
.- who were in far dlfferent spheres ef -
‘lwmg

- Mary Magdalene was One of the

devoted women who followed Jesus -
and 'ministered to Him. Scripture.
o identifies her as one who ‘had been
.cleansed df evil spirits. “Mary called
_ Magdalene out of whom went seven
“devils.”
. edto Jesus’ attitude, toward this wo-.-
. .'man “a public sinner. In. Simdn's
view; Jesus should have nothing to do -
. with her;"In reply, Jesus contrasted: -
_the &inful. woman's deep affection
. with: Simon’s -frigid hospitality.
_ “Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, -

" .which are many, ‘are forgiven; for she.
“loved. much; but to whom fittle is . - ,

' spreading of ‘the. g,uspel ‘As women;.
,whether we have foutid our sphere in

-Simon; the Pharisee, object-

forgivén, the -same loveth little.

- Maty had. tumed from her sin to Je- -
: sus,’ nnd loved Him- deeply ' there-
s after. To Mary Magdalene - was
" granted ‘one .of Jesus’ greatest privi-
leges—the first recorded appearance.”
~after His resurrection.. This . proves
- the depth of Jesus’ forglveness He
- does not ask us what we have been in-
"the past. He knewe that, and He w111 o
- forglve % ,
" Martha, often remembered as the‘
g woman ‘who complamed to Jesus,
- -should' be remembered for another: .
. reason. ‘She was & most conscientious -
' ‘and worthy woman, and Jesus Eoved

* October, 1974

her. Durmg His mmletry on earth,
the response He most yearned for was

faith. Martha made one of the most “'
_earnest -professions of faith recorded

in the pospel. At the time of Lazarus’
death, Jesus revealed to her that He

s the Resurrection and the Life; who-
- ever believes 'in-Him, even theuf.,h'

dead; shall lve. He. asked Martha, i
“Believest thou this?" Without a

' moment’s delay, she professed her .

belief and declared, “I believe that
thou art the Christ, the Son of God, *

which should. come into the world.”
. Above all; she'was a woman of faith—.
“one of .the. few who declared, tinre- .
' eervedly, that Jebue is’ the Sen of
'God ‘ ‘
, Lydm was asuccessful and mﬂuen- -
“tia] businesswoman of Philippi. But .

more than that, she was a seeker efter

truth, and thus became - Europe’s S

first. convert, It took a.fervency of

-~ spirit, deep humility, keen foresight, .
“and courage for Lydia to accept the
“story-of the new gospel. Without hes-. _

itafion she made her decision to fol-
low. Christ.- Lydia_ became a great

-gpiritual “leader who heélped Panl =~ .
spread the gospel.- She will always - .- .

stand among the lmmortai women of .

the Bible, for she picked up that first’ - e

torch frem Paul and earrled 1t stend

“fastly.

We want to shere w1th Lydm the.'

a-business career, as-a professional

"cellm;,, or as a homeraker, we have
--.almost ‘unlimited- opportunities to .
‘share our-faith with others. )

‘Maost.of all, we want- to’ share with -

Mary Magdalene’ and Martha, to: .
know that our sins are forgiven and
forgotten by Jesus. We' want to say

to Jesus, "I believe that thou art the
Chrlqt the Son of God,” not because
“'we have read it in the Bible, not be-

cause Wwe have heard it from' the pul-
pit, but because Jesus. hlmself has
revealed 1t to us personally

.2



The new Chnsuan I|ke any baby, has

~certdin basic’ need_s that must be met -,
|f heis to develop to splrltual matunty. !

.’
4

Follow—up E vangehsm

T R

By Paul Lorenzen

e Péft_'Ill_—"—;‘T_o_c_i,éy’s_-.,Née‘d‘ -

i-';Uﬂ;" ANSWER 10 Nicodemus. in.

“John 3:1-8 was (lml oné needed

“to be “*born n;,am io “sce the king- -

o dom of God". (ln hecome ‘a Chris:
tian). In'1 Pet. 2:2
- are likened to “nf.wborn babes,” Pe 1ul’
refers to Timothy and his other con- -

" .verts as his children, . John calls the
~ Christians-to whom he-writes “little -
“Throughout .

_ children” (1 John 2: l)

the New Testamént, new: (‘hrzqtmns '

_ are thnught of as qpmtual lmh:es or
- infants.. - ‘
As such, they need: to be cared i()r
“nurtured, loved, and pmtected 'I‘he
.-qplrltuai infant nec¢ds parental care
“in the same manner that the physical

", infant does. As Waylon B. Moore has®
stated so well: f
Babies do not grow aumnmlmllly,;:
-they must have gdod care and triining.-

. When children are horn into the physi-"
~cal world, God's plan. is that each
:should "have twn parents, Most new-

- bornwehildren of God do not hove even -

ane w}nntuﬂl foster father or -mother

- who-will give them purunul care. It iy,
unnatural snd unhualtlw for a new
Christian 1o have to spend years in

- church without any consistent. individ-
. ,uul training olitside a. gl‘nup situation.
Neglecied children usually become
delinquent, and neglect” of spiritual
parental care is one reason we have

*Minister nf l'\.lm,cll-.m ()mm,( um)d [ hur: h nf* .
lhc '\’tmirenu l’hm*mx Aru

22 i

2, young (‘hnstmns:"

PR
T

thousands: of dclmqutnt mcmhers o

our church rulls, .
‘A child needs to he lqd lnln a |lf0 nt
maturity over pperiod of time by care.
“Aul and loving discipline if he is 1o be.

come i ';,nud citizen. In the same 'wuy',' L

@ person’s Irulllulnus for Christ is al-

mpst a[wuvw in pmportum 1o the ”m“'

* sistency and maturity ‘of .the. spmiu.il
parental care he has received. Tt s

~God’s will that all believers® should:. "
“hecome mature. Follow-up will develop
“spiritunl maturity, 1n !heehunh mem- -

-hersln;:

- Asan mﬁmt the new ( hrlstmn hdh L
-,Lertam basic neeils that must be et

for-him o grow to ~.|}1rltual I'Ildiul‘HV

“They are basically the same needs as -

for -a' physical baby, These needs -
have heen well- defined hv M(mre a5

’(1) the need for love: “(‘hrlqlllke love -

isto be thc foundation of all attempts

o glvv ;mrenml .eare. Lo 5[)11‘1[!1.11
habies™; (2) ‘the meéd for. nourish- e
. ment—as a physual ‘baby. needs -
‘physical food, so.the spiritual haby

»

needs the proper spiritual diet; 3y

. the need for protection=-*One-of the
-major duties of a qmrltunl parent is’
to tench ‘his child how to meet temp: -

“tation with the Word of God™*; () the

need for- trmnmg—-“Wﬂ]klng in vies
tory. an(l witnessing” for (hrlsl com-

©*Weylon H. \hnm Nt h \mm-'nt l-ufr:m up fur _V .

Pastors and Laymen, Wi, B Fe rduians’ ]‘uhllnlnm,

] (n t ud h\ PEFIRiNsEON

. ‘_". S o The Preacher:, Mdgazine

‘infant,
" Christian-will devclop ‘and hecome a
~ spiritually mature. person are greatly
‘réduced. .There are some new Chris:
" tiang who are able to have thes¢ =
needs satisfied to -a-certain extent
“without :a_great’ deal of personal at--
-tention. These are able to grow be-
; 'cau&e of the pnnuple of the _survxvn!

" “prise the: New Testament obje('tiu'ec.
cof ‘the’ training of new hcllevcrs

(Moore,. pp.. 24-27).

Without a well-exectited, permnal.
follow-up effort given to, th_e spiritual
the chances that the new -
. needed for - development o
‘spiritudl parental care, they become |
spirituaily: stunted: in “their growth.’
and usually become a-liability rather
‘than an asset -to ‘Christ “and . lhe"_
_church. It is this majority. of new .
spiritual babes who need. careful and :

nY

* Forms

'Hmm s Foon for thought from a
- noted source, Earl Nightingale: - !
“If you learned this was your-last day ' “atheos, .
o, live and you were asked to-write a_
formula for living to leave to your,
“what” would. " you write? -
. What would you say to give.them i -
. wise and true course. to_follow for the

children,

rest of their lives?"". (luarl N:gh!mga]e

“What Would You Tell Your Child?"”
‘ buccesa Unhmv‘ed Apni
CR0.) . ‘)
h Consnder Nwhtmgule 8" t!loug,llts." :
. ahd. Deuterunomy 6. At least three
" . questions -present themselves: What
- must be said? What ‘authority would -

1974. p.

you give? What exnmpies wnuld you

. cite?

, Octbber'. 197,4 '

“of the J'n,test" concept 'I‘hey hdppen

'to be strong enough to develop on
‘their own. This kind of new Christian

is'rare, thoup;h, and there are many
more w!m are not able to find the
nurture, care; love, and ‘attention

prayerful fol!nw up

"By C. NEIL STRAIT

- “Pastor, faylor Avenue Church of the Numr:qe Racme Wu

‘for Living =" < .

“Second thoughts about an atheist =

“The. Greek word for atheist. is

Without - -

. meaning  without ~ God.?: . -
- We have used the term atheist tu'.'"
:.defme those who dehy thnt God:
exnts : N
© Charles Whmtun in imhauk Pray:
.'A Study of Distinctively. Chrwtzan"

g

Praymg, says: *‘Whenever and wher-

ever we live. with no conscious refer-

“ence to God, then we are living athe-.
" istic llve"’ (p 114}.: - -

. Let the Son shme m _ o .
“Reuben Welch has written: a. derj '
h[.,htful book, We-Really Do Need -
Each Other. Listen to what he says. -
" .in reference to L John 1:7."“To.walk .~



e

 in the light is to walk ‘with the roof -
“of my llfe open’ to the shining of
Open up the ceiling and let. -

God. .

the Sqn L.hme in' (Impact Books, p

: 06

»

A new cure |

Any preacher wnth ‘a httle study.
can run a Long wuy w:th a htﬂl‘t llke

" this.

'
[

The Septuugmﬁ rcnders Pq

o .?7:4. .

. in” this ‘way: “Indulge thyself-. with
_ - delight-in the-Lord, and he shﬂll give
o thee the desires of thine heart.”

,.(,riqe"-,'-——if people would but-reach out
“and touch the healing of Chnst"
This ‘beautiful "story ends’ ‘with -

.

- ‘these words: **Your faith- lms n\ade
you well"' (R8V) >

E

If the Chrislian were to lndlilge-'

An mdulgence in the L()rd would

ties, and it would reshape his atti:

: ,.:tudeq toward thll’lt.,b Opportumtles.

and people.’
" There’s” enough in thl‘-. verse to
generate a revwal I‘e-‘lst on 1t dwhllc ‘

L When men touch Chri.st :
, In Mark 5:25- ¥4 is the story of the'_‘,"
 woman touching the hem of Christ's
.+ garment and__being','healed.‘ It puts
~ - one to wondering. What might bap-
- pen to careers, to chur(.ht,s to iomes,
'to Iwes to- marrmgeq—to ‘a host 0[

' -hlmselt wnth -delight in the Lord,:it °
- would golve a lot of things—from the
' -materml 1mpuiae tu splrltual indif-

. _ference. :
- thing- to sdy, bt cit s so.

do something for ‘a’ man's muterml'.'l _hommed in at last by Chmtmmtyf

‘needs. It wou!d rearrange his priori-

“Jesus always writes a goad Lndmg -

to the tragic experiences of life, where

men-reach up out_of their crises and

':‘ touch'the hem of His gurment Where
there is the touch of Christ, and ahit " .
- of. fmth lherc healmg is tak:ng plnw L

"'I‘hc new blrth

-a thrilling entry:

. In Gabriel: Maruel s dlary, there is - '
“1. huve no more.
diubts, This mnrmm1 s happiness is .
- miracitlous. For the first time 1 have

N

¢learly experlenced grme A lernhle.

I am’

in, fathoms deep. appy to: be so!

.{eel I'am stammering childishly -

thls is ‘indeed a birth: Every--

V.thmg is d]flerent " (Quoted by David. -
Redding, God Is Up to Somethmg RN

‘Wnrd Books, 1972, pp. 144- 40)

"What a comment “about -the. new

' hl_rth! Refreshing and revealing!
,,-'[?he'.r__lew birth is man’s clearly exla -
_periencing -grace, opening life to it,":
and letting its transformation blow '

_ into every corher of lite.

lmm thc Hevised Standdrd Ve tsmn u,f tlu H:b!(
wmn;.hud 1946 ‘!ud 1952, ..

;-

f:ﬂ-_/ S

Mme Not to Reason Why

- Mine not to I;exlsbn why _
Unanswered seem my prnycrs.
_Mine not to tey'to shun

The load my sad heart bears: ,‘ a

Mme iot to borrow from - - .
“Tomorrow’s rainbow brlght. ‘

- 'E en though'the day be dark

“And c.\{pr_long the night.

24

'Mlne to bellevu llls Word
To trist, to scek, tu pray; - -

" Follow where’er He leads,” .

E ‘For He will point the way..
- ‘I‘hen when Hw will'ig done,
“His plan’is made complete. :

- doys will abound again,

Whlle restmg at His feet,
- ‘ Mnry Lou Johmon

- The F‘rqachef 5 Magazina e

e g et ol i s k. e Ao L b it

S s Pt bt b S

sruny

Medltatmg wnth the Master m Mattl\ew

: Ocmbcrf;‘ R .
' smNs oF THE secoun commé

(24 3)..

_fbcmvru:u-. Muu 24:114, (NIV)‘ .
Introvucton: The on]y long discourse of

Jesus that is givent in all three ‘%ynoptu

' f(m-qpelh is thie Olivet Discourse. And its
subjeet is the Second Coming. This’ is.

very ‘significant. It shows ihat .both

~ Christ and the Early Church considered’
L I'lts return to be of supreme importance.
“The occasion of this discoiirse is de- .

geribed -in-the first three verses of ‘our

. . seripture lesson, As Jesus was ledving the

Pemple, His disciples-called- His atten-

' "uon toits ‘beautiful bmldmp. Thesanct-

uary -building itsell was about 150 feet

" high, with glistening marble \Vll“b and a
- gilded dome. 'I‘he dmuplts were proud of
- . .

Thien Jeaus mude a- bhuttcrm;, an-

nouncément’ (v 2}. Alittle later, wheirHe

. -‘was gitting on’the Mounl of Olives over-.
. looKing the Temple area, the d:slurhui*
“.disciples- came to Him, “Tell us, when
~will. this happen?’ " they asked. But they

also’ went on to:ask a further twolold ™ |

. *Frome thn New .l'nh'matwnaf Vrr-uon mpvru.,hl
1973 by the New. York' Bible Sucut) Intermitional,

- Used hy permlqmun tNIV.‘I

“ Protessor of Hew Testament ”
" Mozarene’ Thnolndlcal Surrumry
Kansas Clly Mo .

. October, 1974-

"By Ralph Earle " '

questmn "Wlmt w:H I)e &he sign nl your
* coming and of the end of the age?” The
Olivet Discourse, so- -called because given .
on the Mounl ol Ohvu, s -le&ua !lll'-.\-’-’(.l' '

_l FALSE (‘ums‘rs (v. .))

Joqephu‘;, the fumuub Jewish’ hl‘sl(‘:!‘lﬁll

“ of the first century, says that thé revolt

ugmnbt Rome in A.n. 66 was due to.mes- "~
-gifinic expectations, This resulted in the
destruchon of Jefuisalem and. ifs Temple-
in a0 70. Bm‘ Cochba was heralded as

ML‘S‘ilﬂh in a.n, 132, When he was.over- - -

thrown thrée yenrs later; the Holy: City
‘Wis de‘;truycd agaim, This time the Ro: -
-mans turned it into o (.,entllo cily, Aeolm
Cupltulmn. ‘and said thnt no, Jew could -

ever enter it from that titne on, But the
- Romuan- Empire, dlsappeared “and -after
-all these centuries ‘Jerusalem is once. .

mure the czlpllul of Iqruei‘ :
Today we have: mure false. measmhh _

- Probably Muhslm] Ji is llu: Iulest exnm- -

ple Do

n.. W(ms AND HUMO]LS oF WaRs (v 6)
There have been. wars in every gerera-

" tion-and.century since, Christ spoke these -

words. But these have increased "in in-
lemlty and frequency as lee hns f.,()ll(.

hy ‘
Soon after 192.), ‘soime l-lur\ urd hl‘sl()f‘

" ians umducted a research and came.out

“with the-statement that the first quarter
"of the twentieth century was the blood-
“iest .quarter-century. of human history. ™
That included the First World War. But

what- about. the second quarter, with- -

 World War 117 And in the third. quarter

the United States [ml;,ht the longest war' - .
in its history. One is constrained to ask .

thlS quc'-xtmn In spite of the present talk’

~ of “peacein ourg ;,encmtmn." is it not pos-‘

. ."'_~': o ,25
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sible that the. last quarter of this Ler{lurv
" may be the bloodiest. yet? We are warned -

- in the New Testament: ‘W}uie people
_ure sdying, ‘Peace and sufcty, destrue-
‘tion will conic on them su(!denly, as labor
pains on g preégnant woman, and they ..
will not cqcape"(l'l hess. 5: 3.

=TI, I'Mum.s ANI) EartHQU AKES (V! :b)
Again we must admit that lhue hilVL

.. occurréd in every century, But we call;”

_attention to the fact that these, like wars
and rumors ‘of- wars; have: mcrehsed in
* intensity and frequemy in our day, Of

" -this there can be no questian. One (hinks.
of the Japanese earthquake in 1923 that’
,'den.trnved nearly- 100,000 ]WL“\ ..md over’

half & million homes.”
. Verse'8 says:
’ nin;‘.; h!' sorrows’’ (KJV).-
s8ys, “All t¥es¢ are the beginning of birth
. pains:” The'Jews used 16 talk about “the
> birth pangs of the messianic age.” That

is what the lroubk%- at lhe Lml of lhls nge-

w1l] be.

IV, WorLn E vaanummN (v. M)
- Only in our hcnernuun have we seen
"the gospel prenched to "‘all nations.” If-

"+ 'we take the 'term” nation in its usual-.

.sense, we cansay thatthe g ;,uspel hos beén
preached to all nations, even. though not
to all tribes. Such countries as Tibet and

" ‘Nepal have been opencd ‘Lo (‘hrlaunmty L
. only within the last 10 or-20 years. We

have a fright to-expeect Christ to come at
-any time, mr He smd “.md then lh(' cnd
WI” come.’
Mednw}allc
workus

nnssu_mnncs.
“and Wygliffe Franslators are

' keepmg busily ouupmd until.He comes; -

".And we should join them by pcrsonul wit -
newm, where we are.

' ,- Octo&er IJ
SlGNS OF THE END (24 27)

Huumum-‘ Mutt 24 15

One ‘u ‘the’ lmp()rmnt_
prmmp!es of “biblical ‘interpretation .is

. what. is:called the telescopic principle of -

~prophecy. This means that many, if nat.
~mast, of the predictions in the Old:Testa--

oenl had a nearer, partial fulfillment in

_the general period of the prophet but a

All these-are the 1)9;.,1“- .
But the Greek-

: rm[u)nnl _

‘ o
" final,” complete - fulfilhient in . connec-

coming, or hoth,

-Applied to the ()hvt,t Dlswurse, it )

means that many of the signs Jesus men-

tioned had & partial -fulfillment in con- -
- “nection with the destruction of Jerusaleny

“ina.p. 70, but also look forward to the

tion with (‘hm,t—ut His flrwt or second

end of this age for.their final fulfillment.

‘It is not a caseof either/or but-of both/ - * *
~and. 'l hnq uppmdc,h solves muny prnb-_

lem‘s

e 'I‘m- Ali()M]NATION (n I)L‘:()IA]IUN (VV‘. T

15-22)
What_we have: JllHl “said applws mean-

mp,fukly ‘to” this sign,that was llrht men-

tioned in l)dmp (927 l_l 31

war:against. the Romans (a.0. 66-70). Jo-,

sephus said that Daniel’s predutmn re-
ferred to a tragic eveni: that took place |

durmg the final siege of Jerusalem. The

. courts. “This’ s[nllmg of -theif- brothers’
blood in the sacred: place Josephus said
“'was the abomination that caused Joru-.

~ satem to be made desolate in A, 7(). and, "~

the Temple destruyed o
.At any raie, the Christian Jews in »]eru

‘ 12:110, It -,
had its -initial fuli'illmtnt in the Jewish -

Zmilitant Zenlots accused the leading Jews, " :
.of being too “soft” with the Romaps, dand -
killed - many of  them in. the Temple

szllcm rememberéd Jesus’ word of warn® -
(ing.-Fusebjus_in his Eccligstical History .

(a.0.326) tells us that; before the Ht)mzms

tightened the siege to prevent all escape,.

the: Christians fled down * the -Jericho
- Road, cruase(l the Jordan, River 10l east

side, and then wernt fac rorthward to

Pella. That became the centér of Jewish

* Christianity for the sécond ¢entury. =~ .
The Book of Revelation discloses what

.the ahomination of desolaiien will be at, |

the close-of this age. ft will.be the ‘iettmg

- up of the image of the Antu,hnst in the

Huly City (Rev. 13;14- I.:)

Il FaLSE an'nrls (vv &y ‘J'?)

" 'There never were 5o many false sects
,-m“lllm;, themselves Christian as-we. have .
-now. Even some of “the elect” are bejng © °
" deceived and led astray. "“Jume say that .

‘Christ.is already here. .

But we are told that His second comitig

‘will be sudden, like a fash .of lightning -

" acrods the n.ky So we must wmt until the ‘l

true evenl

.The Preacher’s 'Maga‘zln'e

4
3
A
1
kl

' ;', Im,qi(’ Saints.

: Ill 'l‘m‘ Cauc:u,s AND THE VUI,Tum.s (v

28) .
George I) Wulr;un wrote uhuut Gud s
He said that the.carcass

hiere is the body of Christ;- tmwlmh all:

" the ﬂg,!c saints will gdt'her at the ‘-wumd

Coming. -
‘But he was wrong, ‘on two pmnls The .

‘(réek word for carcass means a fallen”

body, and so a dcnd hudy “And eagles

‘pieans vullureﬁ

* John Wesley said 1he meunuu, was thm )

" the “Jewish nation” was “already . before.
- God a dead carcass, which the Roman.

eagles will devour.” Adam Clarke ugreed

. And doubtless, this may }uwe heul a par
_tial fulillment.

‘Lange gives us the upphultu)n lu Llw

“end of this-ape: “Af-lnst the ]Ll(]gmcnl
“will.extend 1o the whole morally u:rrupt A

18 e

and gpiritually dead world. I'his ties'in.

" with' whm, we find-described as “the great
*wupper of God” (Rev. 19:17). ‘ll will he a

turnl)lc llme of dealructmn

) Octubc ‘0

THE REVIVAL- OF ISRAEL(24 a2- 33)

B SCRIPFTURE: Matt. .24 29-35 D
o INTRODUCTIONS The signs of the. relurn of :
"+ Christ are hulh ‘hegative and posnwe,..
Cand we find both ii-the wnplnre lesson

we- have just read. T'he negative signs. afe -
" the'increasing.darkness and disjress mor:

ally und spiritually. The pumtwe smn |s -
“the revival of Iqruel L : .

I Dmmm-,‘ss AND I)wrunnmcv (v. '“)a

T'he -question’ bas often been. debated.
. as to'whether the language of this verse,
. and of similar passages in 2. Peter and
) Revclzltmn. should be taken titerally or .
: hgurutwely‘ We know that apocalyptu

- language is usually charaoterized by sighs

and symbols. But in this atomie age we -
‘realize that there may be greater catas-

trophes in nature than ‘we had. h:therlu
envisioned, « . : : :

1L THE SmN oF THE SON or MAN (vv .!0 i

a1 -

Whm is meunl hy Llus phrust" We cane;
not- give a’ dogmatic answer: Some have,
though( that there will be a visible sign -

in: the sky, perhﬁpq a mﬂmmuth erq

Oclober.- 1974

“mer i near” (v. .
“been pointed out that the fig tree is a e
syinbol nf the nation of Tsrieél. S6 when "
the time: ul ot
' (‘hrm s return is nearing. 1t is near”

-"I‘he Greck muv he an ﬂ[)I)O'-}lll(m&l geni-
tive: the ‘sign ‘which is the ‘:mn 01 Mﬂn
* - (ef. Dan. T:13h '

At His coming His own penple will l)c

- gathered “from’ the four winds, frnm one
end of heaven to the other"—thut is, frum
all dmuums nnd (hslnm,u, . .

B 'l‘m. I,Fssow (n- THE Fm 'l‘uu (vv .!’

34y -

“Now lenrn thls le‘;'-‘,nn tmm LhL fig
lruv As'soon as its twigs get tender m\d
its leaves. cume out, you know that suimn-
32, NIV). It has often

Isracl conies to 11I¢, ug,.nn

cin jllhl as nucumtcly he trﬂnslnted “Iiu

‘is near'')”

Allour hvcs we haw, hc(_n told thm be-

“Tore the qncond goming of Christ the Jews '
would return to their. Promised Land and

_set up-their bwn nation. Al the close ol
the First World War, after General

Allenby~ had taken Jerusalem- from “the,
Turks; the British government jssued the
Balfour Declaration, permitting the Jews

. to return té Palestine. It seemed that th(.

buds of pmphecy were lwgmnm;, to ap

_pear. . v

‘Then carme a lroeze—u white paper ‘.
that practically closed lmmlgmtum But - :
in November, 1947, the ‘United ‘Nations

passed a resolution, favoring the estab-
lishment of o .Icwmh homeland in Pales:
tine. On May 14, 1948, 'the’ British Man:
date ended and the State of Israel came

into hung, that very day. Today. Isfael .~

.oceupics gl ol Palestine (since 1967), nnd

nearly 3 million Jews are llvmg ln lhe )

Promlsed L.md T

"

- Ocmber ’4 -

THE SUDDENNESS OF THE
SECOND COMING(24 44)

buul'l um, Mntt 24:R6-51

I TRODHCTIONY Aunss “the - yﬁﬂl'b lhuc
" have-been many qpeculutmns B3 10 exact:

‘ly when Christ mlght come. Some people

have even set precise dates. .In g0 -doing
“they, have rejected Jesus’ spemfic state-
“ment in'v, 16 'I‘hny huve enrncd the em-



folly .
I‘HL Davs or Nm\u (vv, J? 39)

r[‘here was nothlng wrong about the -

things mentioned i in v. 38. The sin of the

people was that of agnor:ng God and re-
jecting His warning through Noah. And_ -‘_.
~ that is the commen sin. today. People

may be’ living pood lives outwardly and

yet bi totaily unprepured for the Cnmmg -

Cof C hl‘l‘it L
WA rcH. AND Bk Rmnv (vw. 42-44) -

v will come, we must be ready-at all times.

tial thing is to watch and be ready,

for watch” is" “keep. awake,'

rendy for Chrlst 8 return.

IH The Farrmm SFI!VANT {vv

Christ has'given-esich one of us a' task
to-da for Him, We' mustshe faithful-ail
the: time, every day, if 'we are Eoing to he..
ready for His return. If He comes and
~ finds us ‘unfaithful and unready, we shall
suffe; the awfui fme deac,nbed in-v. 5l.

Lo In the Splm
b( RIPTURE; Phll 2 1-9

L. MEDITATION IN THE SPIRIT-(vv. I- .2)
‘4- S "If there be’ therefore any consolation

vin-Christ, i any comfort of love, if.

‘any fellowshnp of the Splnt. if any-
" bowels [compussmn] and * metcies,

Lone nccord ol’ one mmd DO

28

burmssment that eame as'a result ofthmr

Becgu‘zc we do.not know when Christ B

“T'hie: keynole of the Olivet Discourse is
found in these verses. The signs are'in-
" teresting and. important. But the esseri -

“The basic meunmg of the Greek verb -
A and so,

Keep on the alert™ That is what we -
‘mudt do at all times. i -we are gomg lo bc -

.)-.)l) O

"bcuu'nmr Re
" Text: Re ..! 20
_ In LROI)IJC’IIUN

L Um}i’w' iN THE Qrﬁitrr'('v'. 2by
- llkemmde(l
one mmd ¥

I UN&hLFlsuNI-,as N THE Smml‘ (v 4) .

;_“Lonk not every man -on his. own
‘things, but.every man- also_on the
“things of others.”

exnmple o : .
*“He humbled hunself "

V. EXALTATION BY. THE SPiRiT {y: 9)——By

“example
“God nlqo hath Iughly exa[ted hlm

The Name of Jesus

.SCnm Uilh. Phil; 2:10- 1 S
1. Pownn IN.THE. NAMI-. OF Jhsu&. (v 10)

evcry knee should bow e

.I} men«.bsrcm oF THE! N.\m OF Jm.ux
'~,,("' m- .

L every l(mgue shnuld c,nnfe%
(lf dun(, now, it ‘is (Ione w11!uu,ly,
then, compulsion.) . - .

JIL PHIHONM.ALCUUN‘I 7O ’lm’r NAM!- '

(v. 12)-
- “Work out your own. bnlvauon w:th
* fear and trembling,” " .~

_'IV'. PL EASURE 'I‘uuuu(;u ‘l‘ua'r NAML (v

13)
K ‘I*ur it is Gnd wluch worketh in y()u
~ both LOVWl" und to- du of his good
" .pleasurc

: I‘D Iuwm

The Lukewarm Church
s 22 '

o~

‘1odnthe f“rst threc chnpte‘rs are seven

: ltttcmlrum Jesus Christ himself, Ce
‘These are addressed to-the’ seven .

Ieadera of seven churt,heq in.Asia Minar. ’
KR Laodicca wds once a- um..r-:: rity

- huvm )
fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likemind.: g roveh wca.lth wmmen:e, and;

ced, +having the same love,. bcm;. of .

trade; - :
4. Also om,e n center nf relu.,mus falth

.wnh a utrong Lhns!mn church. Padl had '

Tha Proachur 3 Magnzlna'-"

. one a'c'cord L

IV HUMILI'IY IN THE Svmn (v 8)—By el

R S

b i i = et e o Y e

I,
;
L
[
]
‘5

'-‘jngam in Lhm wny

'

ters to Ephesus be exchunged with thcm

nnd rend

“hey were ;,mlty of tragw wmprn-

~ mise. Their greatest was ohv;uuqu in
- thur devotion to God.

‘6. Our age has bheen called by, many

- the seventh, last, or Laodicean period in .

_ Lhe history of the Christian Church: )
: That being true, it makes this letter ’
_ .fmm -our -Lard, mfmtely more personal. .
~ It menns it is nddressed to you | und to-me

0§ -a wnrnmg, at . (,hurch in e

(eity),'in ..

. Cum-ﬂ ‘l’rus Us: OUR Gpuurum Con-
. l)lrI()\—-“Lukewnrm" {v. 16).

A. “.., néither cold norhot” (v, 16) -

. B. A wmh for one or the mher (v 15)

".-;C “T will spue thee ‘out of my'

“mouth” (v. 16).

U ¥z Notes Our UNAWM:ers oF 'I‘ms_ :

.. SPirrrual. CONIITION {v. 17)
- "Thou sayest” —. :
" A. I am rich . .
" B. "Iriérérised wiih goods .
- C. "Have need of nothing;”
" “And knnwc-at not that thou art”

T

L D “wretched; and” miscrable, . und

* poor, und blind, and nnked

1H, HE Gives Us CoUNsEL FOR'A Comuc-

TIVL 70 This CoNDr: TION:
. "*Buy of me gold tried in the fire,
: thut thou mayest be rich™ (v. 18),

B ... white ‘raiment, that thou ~

X ‘mnyest be clothed, and’ that the
. ghame of thy . nakedneqs do- rmt
. appear.” ©
C. **Anoint thine eyes w1th eyesulve,
-~+. that thou mayest seg.” :
D, “As many as I lqve, | rcbuke and
- chasten: .
- .and rqpent" {v. 19).
“Behotd, I stund at the door, and

and he with me.”" (‘'This opening

- of door spoken’ to whole church) -
F. .*“To him- that overcomeéth will T -
;. grant tosit with mein my: throne

.

October, 1974, :

written letters to them and osked that let-

(dnte) Let us, rcml it

he- zeﬂlous theref()re

‘knock: if any-man hear ty voice, -
. .and open the door, 1 will come in~ -
* to him, and will sup with him,.

I _EDII;\A{IN;-

- BULLETIN K] BARREL .

God loves you.every moiment;
‘He never takes time. out.
- He-hears. your smallest w}nspcr
“° 'Ag clearly.as g shout,
~'His tenderness goes déeper .
_Than we can understand. -~
: !le loves you, and yoiir future = -
Rests f'rmly in Hts hand. ' "~ "
: ——Selcctcd_'

Certaln Prooi

“Mother,” said a yuung lady not('d ;’or-
lier troublesome. ivays,
to do about John? He refuses to. belicve
JIn the existerice ofa personal devil.””

. “Well, dear, "'
bothe,r ‘him_too much” about it -now. I'll
“come and spend a few days with you next
month, and I'm sure that, bétween . the '

two vf us, we can conyince htm *

To reulue the worlh of l.he anchor. o
“we nneed to feel the storm: -
The” love of Jesus ahould s.hme

through us like sunshine through: s
pane of glnss, 50 “that people-wonld -

" say, not,-“What a beautiful ‘pane of
C glass!” bul rnther, "Whnt a. beuuuful" N

- ‘dﬂy‘"

If there is i'iﬁhté(_luéncss in the heart,

. if there is beauty in the character, -
“there will be harmony in thé home,
_If there is harmony in the home, .,
) there will be’ order in the nation.
1If there is ‘order in the nation,

S _there wnll be pence in’ the world. -

_ -—beiectcd

-

."'_._. . 29

“what. am Teoing -

‘the mother said, “don’t

_there will be beauty in the character. . -



. genuing . sl;,mlu.mcc
< shape of:his nosé, the size of his ears, or”

.y,

AII books rewewed may be ordered from : :
Nazarene Pubhshmg House Box 527, Kansas Cily Mo 64141

HIDE _OR HI‘ LK"

"By Dr. Jamés Dabson (F Eummgl[ l{m ell, :

1974; 159 pp., leh.$4 a45):

Parents, teachers, all who ari nwnlwd

“with youth: will wint to read. this- per-

cefitive umzlvs{s of - the eptdt'mlc of in- -

fermrltv raging mnung ur children, How

do we counteract the false value-system
of our socicty whieh ptaces undue empha- .
~sis“on good looks and. high intelligénee?

Br. James Dohbson, author of the hest.

selling Ddre- to l)m-:plme “helieves. that *

“there are wiys (o tench a chifd of his

the efficioncy of lm mind." And he out.

lines llwsc vu'y (.‘“LL‘UVL‘ stmmgws in l}ns i
= book.
_ ~One regmnul d:rector of t.pecml educa-

tion. plans to hnve ali hns, tenchers read-
. this hiok, -

This” boak ig psychuloucully -,uund

" without using all the psyehology jargon,
and.includes . w fine Christian witness,
Do you want your.child 10" HIDIE he: -

. hind feelings uflnferlurlty nrtn‘v},l- l{ the
. besl, life hag to ‘offer? -

When the Cellmg I.s Lero

;By Robert D, Foster’ (Moutly Press. l‘l74 ‘
-~ 160 pp.s puperhuck, $1.95) .
Here is one of the lmeqt devotmmll
" books.] have ever read. It is written espe-
. cially for men. The suthor deals with the '
--suhjects and issues that confront every.
“man. He dulls wuh hULh issues as depre'e- '

30

 [EAE Ano o THERE

4..' '..Illl.......l.'lIlll..l..".l"ll'.Illl'll.'l

AMONG ‘BOOKS

regardless of the -

sibn; mnnc), honca!y, .m(l mnrnhlv Ilc

hases his thought on-Job, lh.llﬂil l’n.!lma R

P overhs and . FHeclesiasies.

The -title... When the (‘mltng ls /('m"

“in considered throughout the hook, ‘and
= men are shown that; 4t The wursl innexul'f
" theiclives, fhe lnwwnlmg dne not limit” .-

(uud
PR 'I_’f_;u{_l; N'b:,\!,'
‘We Have This Ministry
By. I’cmmrd Griffith (Wurd Buukk., 197

_'!‘—”pp celoth, $3.95) ‘
This book is except iohal in its pers]mc
tive forthe ministry of the Churchof Jo.

sus Christ. in today™s wnrld | helieve it tn

+ be.a clear exposition of the central issves =
-with clear ex xamples for the ‘Church m'-{
' -today's. suuely The book is umﬁlttuterl o
by “a series of sermons given in a-lec ture-
."ahu) which has attracted a line of dis. .-
_ tinguished clergymen of our doy. Tt will .-
bring -a clearer perspective of I]u, C }ms,
“tidn’ mlmstry to all who read it,

DONM nW IIAH

Dworcc and Remarr:agc- A_.
Pcrspectwe for Cnunselmg

: By John R Marttn (Hemld Press l‘)?l

136 pp., $4.95)
Mnrtm slww«; how qne can ﬂbsolululy

‘oppose divorce; and believe that it Tarely

solves pmhlemq without hecommg harsh
and critical of thosé caught i in ity tragedy.
As'a Mennonite, Martin writes from 4

_wnservuuw. thcnluglcal pcrqpeawo wit h-

The Prencher 5 Magazlne

R Con_ductpd b_y-lhe"Edltof—" I T

A N

B e kg 3 e 2T

: dxn.c plcs .

" William .

)

in a ;,ruup which imt. Lm(lltmnﬂiiy n|)- ;

- posed-divorce. He examines the biblical
~evidence as well bs the social situation,
and tries to give g\.nduncc to ministers
.who seém-caught in lhe nddlc ui a hope-

lcaq situation. .

Lo He Ccm(lude\. that, whlle ane ahmll(l do
-all |)()HHIb1L‘ to solve problems short of
. (lwurce, he ¥annat live as il the evil did.

© not exist: In: Lounsclmg, 2. pastor should”

- help orient thase.who have been divorced -
. :md lorgiven tivthe future without exclad-

ing him- from: the Church. ln wnrkmg
with couples on the verge of divorce, he

Qirges. going beyond - Rogers' client-cen-
“tered upprn.lth and actively engaging in
suggesting and working oul solutions,

The hook certainly* hus deficiencies:.

It is,; however, something whu h nd(lrcswy
o n-pressing nue(l and may help some pm- :
- tnrs mth uumaclmg‘mnmtnc

‘ Thc Twalvc _
Who Walked in Gulllec

By W!mdmw W, Sm:!h (Revull 1‘111 "H

Py, cloth, $3.95) _
,l‘hls hook “offers.’ mm,h hmkp,rmuul

. in.i!urml oneach of the 12 disciples. Ihr.n__
: uulhur first’ pruu,he(l these Messnges s i
-series in‘the church where he was pastor,:
After thut time, he (levclupLd them antn-.‘,
" what is row this lieok:

Tt is well written, ha's .good umtunt

develaps” interest in each: disciple, and..
“would. make u good source-book fur any .
inister’s library. Pastars unlid use the -
~.miteriul preaented here as background:

‘material for-a ‘;erws of surmons Ol th(, 1.2

Pnu I{u I-‘.Y

DON'T 91'1‘ ON THE Bl*I)'

This hook is exactly wlmt it is repru

sentéd to be, a handbogk for visting the -

~-sicky T found it to be very readable in that -
iL moves plong rapidly. without qktppmg,, ’

TOVEr necssury. concepits so fast as to leave
‘the render withoul sufficient details. I~
swauld recommend it f_ur rt,udm;, for “al} -

o new. puatora or'those without ‘much ex- -
. peru.nw in hnspltul vlqunlmn in. purt:cu-

lar. -
I)ONM.n_W. Hau._

'October, 1974

© problem’ of evil.

L Justice (Brmldman Prc._"‘ -
_ 974 64 pp pnper,.‘Bl 45) - B

'Undérstundfn-[; Mcn'till‘lll'ne.i‘;s

,-[s‘v Nancy €. And‘rmsen (Aug-;hurp; 1‘}?1
110 pp., paper, “p‘4 95)

This is a very. mlereslmg work -on_a-

E .sub;ec! where hel{) is always wélcome.- lt

is well ‘written, ‘The author-does not go .

into too much technical description, but
uses 1 basic, elementary nppruagh——lell
ing “what™ und Hhow to; deal with™ as.
well ds._some rellgl(:us minrnultu)n It

deals adequately with a section on_the B
.'\l!lmugh ‘the anthor .
. makes no claim (o he a thwlnul‘m, she

does n fair joh: }
'llic bonk iy ‘be of. lmle vnlue theo-

logically, -but s certainly -helpful” in un-
,dcrslumlm;, human heh;‘lvmr
. be profitable fnr ministers and-Sunday-

It would

school tedchers. The' hook makes: good

- use of case studu,s tesmnumcs, d!‘l(l 1]
g o luslmtmnw L

Huml lel‘n

My "rhifd'iién'der'; No’t'cbbok‘

By Gerald Kemwdy (Ahm;,dun 1974, 2()8
pp, cloth, $7.95 :

“As (‘lmrnhlll upnarently sm(l “M‘y
tastes dre s!mplc 1 like only the bHest.”

“This look-is it-a writer's and prcm‘hcr 5
© dream. I wn‘;h I had his first and second— - -

this-is the third an(l prnbuhly, ho les

= the last,

- While! it is lllustmunns un(l [_,lenmngs

'.mLLnded forthe preacher, the book would

be of great value to the well‘educated,

T a

readmu man; MnsttlflhelHUStmlmnH are

from gecular sources, They are wonderful ;-

" seed thoughts for a writer. The average: -

‘preacher may- cmmder the pr:ce tuo ht;,rh -

for ity vulue to hum .
‘ _ o lu. le-:N;;ocg -
A Charibmatii, Approach
to. Soual Action .

shlp, 1974; 122 pp., § $3.95) .

. Christengon believes: hnth.Evzmgeiicais
and social activists have failed 1o find an®
udcquuleiy Christian approach to social
isgsues. Evangelicals have so ‘emphasized
individual salvation-that frequently they

Hy Lurry Chnsten.son (Bcthrmy f‘cl!nw- S E

“have ignored social problems, and even )

been a parl of oppressive institutions..

- %cml uctmsts have I'requentiy devmed

a'1'



O
| " manitarians’ or nlloged experts without
concern *for -the dm.ctlon of the Holy
Spirit. . T

. Bya: charlsmutltnppromh’ Lhnsten-
-son means allowing the Holy Spirit to de-

hewme involved- in ‘social issues. He
thinks we are all “social activists” by vir-
tue of living in our world; the question is
‘how we will touch and transform jt.'Fo

-open our minds and hearts to the Holy
" Spirit, who-will direct us in new and. cre-
ative ways.:

is-that of e:rample" (p. L03).:

the Nc ’I‘eslnment Wny

programs along lines estnhlv»hed by hu-',

- Basically, Lhrnlenson thmks the mual_
effective social work is ~done - through -
building the ChurcH. As'a Eenuine com-
munity of beliovers is established, mani--
['estmp, New Testament komoma, the
‘social issues:of.our time will be’ nddressed' -
- and-alleviated. “The most essentinl Ser--
vice which the church offers to lhe warld ;

The book is readable and tnkes a pu-n :
tion of social concern without’ ahnndonmu L

* Preachers’ Exchange ===

‘termine when and how o believer ~.hnuld- s

_"FOR SALE-A pastor's libraryof 2,000

'gnin direction; hé contends weé need to -

volumes; mapy holiness cldssics.—R, Coo0 0 PR B
- Johnson, “26036 (‘nrl_isle‘l)r.. .Mt.._(‘.Iol'n- :

ens, Mich.- iBUM

Z-WAN'PMJ Copy of -The Sermon, Its

r_.-HnmP!('twul Construction, by R,-C. H. -~

) OThInk Thanklully '
-Jesus “took the ¢up, and gave thanks" -
by His help let us. take ours, and lhunk S
thanktully . .

‘. Chrlsl's Prayer Llfe—Luxury or.

 Lenski, puhllshed by Baker, 1968 reprint., -

original in 1927,-—Rev. Edward: Stovall, ..

12140 Robert, (xrnm!e (lt.yl . G"(H() :

WANIP I)—’[’wtu’ Born an—l)zlle _I' .
Hilkert, 6219 (‘hes(nul ")l I’umewvlllo S

" Ohio 4. 1(]77

- WAN TE l)—-(,om ol lh(. Naznrem' .
Preacher magazine, Aprily 1970, issue.—

- Gene'A. Huyneﬁ 1"!8 l Hth, Lacen, TIL
'hl 40, : R N .

- .Necessity?.

- pensable if. He was 1o tulfill- His -earthly.
g task; and prayer iS a necessny for the
Chnsnan loday

COMIIVG

next momh

' OThe Prormse ol' Blessmg

- as’a result of the public readmgs from
_ the Book.of Revelahon .-

e The Cutllng Edge

PRPpeE——

Its substllutes

- The hours that the Son’ spent wnh the
"~ Father in prayer were absolutely indis-

- Faith in.Action--reports frOm 'two can- e
gregallons of Gad's unusual blessings

White the world totters o the brink of -
~ destruction, this is:no time fo repiace -
‘the power of the Hoiy Ghost with any of . .

o . . [ . L v -

Tt'is an unpleasant subject any wny you look at lt thls ’

better . for havmg overcome the expenence through God’s

. grace, In elther case, 8 better understandm;, of the problem
 of suicide should: enable today's pastor to meet any need of -
.. his congregatrqn (p. 5). The view from: Calvary, of course, is -
the clear view of this and all other problems It comes to focus o

in Kenneth Dodge s article (p. 3). The pieces all seem to fit. |

- .. Facing the problems rather than dadgmg them (p. 10), doing .
‘ somethln;, creativé.in the churchi, éven on Wednesday eve--
ning (p. 8), sensmg the enthusiasm of a-young pastgr watch- |

.problem - of SUiClde “The averaje healthy, normal Chnstlan S
“.'has no idea how a person could be so: depressed as.to wrsh .
" himself to be dead: Inconceivable!; But. the prophet Eluah N
-'felt this way langmshmg in‘the wrlderness under his ]Umper S

_ tree. Many of the sermons preached from that portlon of. the -
o ‘.Scrlptures nlford an.opportunity for harsh cntlmsm of Eluuh
- and the dlspleasure of'God toward such conduct A dlfferent ,
g approach, perhaps needed more, is an autempt to. understand -
~ - what happens to-people to brmg them to such depths of hu- . -
" ‘mian emotlon and better yet, how they cnn survive and be ..

ing, almost like a spectator as God works a few miraclesand -

."a small church’ grows (p.-13); and most important, the hlgh

office of. preachmg as a “change event”-(p. 15) -All of. whlch

. makes our calling’ absolutely- the most exciting challenge pos-. L
o _'_sible under heaven; “Do the work of-an evangellst

S L : ,:' Yours forsouls. Lo

PR




