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EDITORIAL

The Heart of the Church

If the 'h'c'(irt be simng,"

. ‘.: ‘ '_','_Then ll_fe flows freely

To every distant: part, .
. And, nourtshed it soon:
-'Shows strength, beauty, :
And a p:urposc wtth @ song

In the fall of 1923 after we had been

and full of lifé, yet we approached this

unadrenmal conclave with apprehen—;
~ sion. Not. that we felt 'so about our -
" doetring, .for” we' concursed. totally,
' ;w1th our’ creed but we had apprehen-

_slons, as” to-the personneél of ‘the ap-
- proaching ‘meeting, This persisted as
. We traveled east by train from. the

Pacific Coast and it became- somewhat

© of a” hidden' fear- as we arrived in-
' ‘Kansas City. | We wondered to what
" extent youth would participate and as -
P whether youth . would be. stmngly
-‘-representea ‘But our fears were 5qon .
_ dissolved: when we saw a greaf, crowd
.. »of fine; c]ear-thmkmg. spiritual.young .
{>_--men and ‘women m1nglmg ‘with ‘the'.
" older men and women, who were.the:
_:pionegering element 'of our mhovement..
Bt really was wonderful o’
" bows" with_those early Teaders. They .
- ‘gave us’ ‘something’ which’all-too fre-
. -‘quently i missing now. And- when
" we saw the *heart of the chuyreh,”
- ‘.splnts rose to meét its challenge, for .
“we. dlscovered that the “heart of the

" church” was Wwell poised and right)
‘Many . times our fears leaped to the:
" “surface when the -pressure of debate-
- was’ strong, but that pulsating heart
““brought . nourishment “to . distraught -
. minds, and always the calm succecded
‘the storin. We never got to the point
A_where we couldn’t break out in song, -

_ Soplombor-Octobar, 1952 -

_ eleeted as a. delegate to our first, Gen-'_'_ reveal, -
" eral Assembly, ‘even though . young

rub el- “

our”

'and that beceme' a Sa{e{y valve which :

many times relieved everyone just at 3

a the right moment

U “ 'We' are now m the mldst of the' i
Thlrteenth General Aesembly and_ .
“from -the platform ‘We. obtain ‘many -

;xnpresslons which the s_peg_chb_s do not
Also, most of the decisions

are made m the commlttee rooms,_
" where. the debatés take place, and the '
*-finished legislation is more or less'a -
foregone t‘:onclumon But ds of thirty
‘odd-years ago, we came to this. as--

sembly with''some apprehenelons It

~istrue that some lemam statlc in their ..

thinking. They do not yleld to change’’
and then' apinions become convxctions,

. and everyone suffers. because of ‘the
“tensions they create. g
are.. pezmstmg this tlme over items .~

Such tenszons-

w?m.h *should. have been, and to most

- of ‘us] have been, solved and settled .
r'-long, .ago.~Hence we’ watuh with in-"

terest as the parhamentaly triumphs

-are régistered on the secretary's rec--
ord, and the negatives relax and.
.‘accept defeat as good sanctified. dele-. .
. gates should.  And so ‘we still, believe - .
~'that.the “heart of the church" is. good o
and right. '

“On nonessentnals some want leg:sla--’ :

'tlon ‘But herein- lie msurmountable S
obstacles—where - to- begm and where .. -

to end, Even though some of these
ltems are bothersome, it is much bet-’
ter to Jeave -them to the individual

'.'conscxence and opinion than to en- "

deavor to force. legislation uponthe -

‘whole. There is.one area' which rmust. "
be .clarified. and that is found in dis-

trict boards -and individual pastors’;
making ‘their ‘own laws - hmdermg

saved people fmrn unitlng w:th the_

{279} 3 -



church or keepmg our young, quah-
-fied men from being ordainéd. This is

_heing done by too- many groups and:

'_ 1s_detr1mental to the growth of our de-
. ‘nomination.
unhealthy. "This is- espec:ally true. if

" ‘the compulsmn is either not Iegmmate_
or the law: mxsmterpreted ‘None .of -

. our law is of private mterpretahon

-, Our.general snpermtendents can al--
© ways give us the clear meanlng when ’
. “we desireit. Clar:ﬁcatmn is always‘

- gvailable, Poss:bly this assembly will®
- do some clarification but, as-I sit on
N ‘:the platform in this great auditorium -

" arena, I am convinced there will be

very little leglslatmn take. place. ‘In’
polity ‘we have struck a norm..In non-..
The major
. emphasis $eems*to be on_the forward ™
look: - The next quadrenmum fasci-".
: nates the delegatmn We will move = Headquarters. -
. forward.. Praise the Lordl ‘Tlie hem t_"_ “the. madequacy of the Seminary quar- -
' - ters, and we have heard many say . :

‘they are glad they paid their appor-. .

* essentials  interest lags

o of the church is rlght

Ten thousand people ‘served: com-',‘

Compulsion by law is |

‘mumOn in/ elghteen mmutes A record’

.were all with one accord in one place.”
As: ‘the general

*

supermtendents :
: ' preached,. the response was typically.
" - Nazarene and evangelistic. The. great -
. auditorium’ had ‘never . before - re-: .
.. sounded wzth the shouts of .such a'
. “‘great body of Christian saints—people
“from ‘all over the world, all speaking
. -the same spiritual language. Fraternal .
" delegates from :cother” groups "caught

. .. for this conventlon city. The thought
~that ran through your-editor’s mmd is.
“expressed " in- the verse, “And they"",’_

"+ 'thé contagion and entered heartily

.. .into their’ greehngs as if -they "were +
- .among their own. -As one man was .

" heard to remark, “This city has been

~ captured by the Nazies,” Yes, ‘that is - -
-+ -'s0.and Satan's forces’ recogmze it. No--
Lo t_obecco or hquer is being seld _19 the'

s (2eg)

o mamm

~Praise be to, God!

dollars” worth of: religious literature

Thousands gather in’ “lobbies and eat-

crowded ho'-tels.,: Heppiness,'telereriee;-‘ E
‘and co-operation, prevail.in restau-
rants and eating places. Thousands of .-

is. being purchased and- distributed.. o

-ing places after the evenmg servxce te.
‘enjoy ‘the company of friends they " -
meet every four years, Everything is~ -
.orderly and clean and religious, and - -
" Satan. doesn't ' like it. He has. discov- " o
_ered thut the heart of our chureh 15‘ :
"r:ght . Lo

: "You good pastors who d:dnt come. :
~or couldn’t'come, we want:-to greet
 yau and reassure you.that. all is well,
“I.guess you are in the: mmonty.,for it |
looks like most of the Nazarene min-. " -
istry is in. Kansas City: ‘Hundreds by
'the’ caravans are daily. being. guided
through our- Pubhshmg House and -’
"People are’ reahzmg‘ o
hil

‘tionment. Then they. go out and. view o
‘the new campus and re]oxce with us e L

“over our triumphs. -

Yes, God is here W1th us in Kansas"'
City and, this General Assembly ‘Both "
through “the. conduict of its personnel S
. and the legislatipni in its publlc meet- -
ings it is being proved to our satisfac-
tion- and t4 that of our constztuency

that the heart of the church is, right T

. We are publwhmg in jaur ’parts the‘i . ‘ '
Iﬂenard Lectures given at the Naza--~ "
rene. Theological Seminary,”- ‘which

were sq rich in content that we thought .

.our preachers’ would ‘enjoy sharing -
- them, Mrs. Lienard, an elder in the
First Church of the Nazarene, Kansas
City,” Mtssour:, made- these lectures‘ -
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The Slgmflcance of Pentecost

Part One

]

The Hlsforlcal Slgnlflcance of Penfecost

By Chas. W Carfer

THE Day oF PENTECOST .was, from
, the Jewish si:andpoint a historical
" Tandmark - oceurring fifty days - after.
‘ the  Passgver, ‘it from the Chrlstlan
“point of view it was and is both a his-
~ “torical ‘landmark occurring fifty days
" after the atoning death of Christ,on
the cross and an. apiding ‘miracle of
the Christian era. This Christian Pen- *-
- tecost, as recorded in-the second chap-
" -ter of the ‘Acts of the Apostles, s the
. most s:gmﬁcant event- in the hlstory'
. of man-. subsequent ‘to the cross of -
Christ; and -in fact all that went be- -
~* fore: in- the ‘ministry ‘and work of-
- Christ, including the atoneément made
. - ".on the crogs and the resurrection and
" ascension of Christ, was validated by
' this Pentecostal - eﬁ'usxon.
T was- ‘the. culmination’ and fulﬁllment-
. of the - redemptxve scheme. -
. God's” witness to redemptmn com- 2
pleted in. Chrlst L '

J0 ‘was

WI-IAT Is PENTEcos'r'? 3 B

house where they were sitting, ‘And there

- appeared unto them tongues parting asunder -
[er parting among.them, or distributing.

themaelvies), like as of fire: and-it sat upon

~ :'each one of them. And.they were all filled”
* with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak. -
- with other:-tongues; ar the Spirit gave them
" uiterance (Acts 2:1-4, A.S.V) : .

*Professor of Phllmphy and Mlsﬂun!, Mnriun Collwe B '

Pentecost .

4

However, a proper understandmg
of the Chrxstmn Pentecost demands a-

'hlstemcal investigation of ‘the" ongm

and meaning of the. Day ,pf -Pentecost

" in the Hebrew-Jewish usage of the "
. term, and its relat:onshlp to the first -
- Christian Pentecost ® as' recorded. in

the Book of Acts.: Such an mvestlga- :

tion is the purpose of this article.

now come.. What was this Day of
Pentecost - in the Hebrew—Jewxsh ‘cal-

ual phenomena occurred? What- place

". The reader’s-attention is at once af- -
; ‘rested by those introductory - words,' s
And whenthe day of Pentecost was

‘endar upon ‘which. the unusual spirit=®

did it hold: in the life and thinking of '

Of the Yearly Festivals there were

three ‘principal ones as follows: ‘the -
~ Feast' of Passover -and Unleavened‘ .
' :_Bread Pentecost or I'enst of Weeks L

t2en). 5

_the .Jews? - Why 'did the divine ef-: "
~ fusion take place on the accasion of -
this- Jewxsh feast? These - and sim- -
vilar: questions present themse]ves to
the mind of the serious reader of the'_f
se(:ond chapter of Acts. a,

. Czu.emmn OF Hnanew-J was:{ FEASTS‘ .

5 'I'he essence of the Christian. Pente— =

‘cost is recorded i in the first four verses™
-of the second chapter of the Book of
-..Acts as follows : '

‘And’ when the dny of Pentecaat waz'. naw ‘
“come -[was being fulfilied],. they: were all-
together in-one place. And suddenly- there™
came from heaven a sound.as of the. rish-
ing’ of & mighty wind, and. it filled -all the

In” cons1demtion of the foregmng, o
-questions an answer is found in part . .
. in the catalogue of Jewish feasts. The -
- order of these feasts as given in The - .-
People’s Bible Encyclopedia (Ed, by. .
-Charles: Randall Barnes) is interest-. .
~ing and instructive, Acdording to this. -
~authority. the' Jewish feasts fall into, -
“four groups; namely, the’ Septenary .;
Festivals (Cycles of Sabbaths); the.
<. Yearly Festivals; the Post-Exilic Fess
“tivals; and Certain Doubtful Festivals,



. and the Teast .of Tebernaeleé. Thus
_ the Feast of Pentecost was the second

~of the three annual Jewish feasts, the
‘Day of Atonement not being properly
: ‘regarded as a feast day :
Onmm AND NATURE OF THE- HEBR"W-
‘ - JEWISH PENTECOST

: _"\ Three different’ names Were ‘as-
“cribed. 1o.-Pentecost by the ancient

- -'.-"=Hebrew=; namely, Feast of Weeks' ap-

parently. due to ‘the fact that it was
. _celebrated seven weeks, or fifty &'ays,
- _fallowing the Passover

; harvest of the later grains (Exod. 23:-

~~16); and The Day of First Fruits, so
o a]led beeause the. first Joaves whxeh-
.- were. made: from the new grain were-
. . offered on the altar '11, tlus tlme (Lev -
S 23:17). _ L
" Whatever. may - have’ been the or- -

igmai significance of- Pentecost it ap-

- pears - evident” that by the time of
. Christ the Jews associated it w1t11 the

Passover. Froi the nineteénth’ chap-
“ter of Exodus they reasoned: that the
. ‘Decalogue ‘was given on the ﬁftieth

day" nfter the Exodus.. Thus" by thls""
L later time the giving of the Law. was -
. directly. ‘assuciated with the Feast.of -

* Pentccost and the’ two ‘were celebrated
- simultanecously:- (see’ Deut.
.- “The Péntecost ‘was essentially linked

- "{o the Passover—that festival which, -
S above all' others, ‘expressed the fact
- of a race chosen and, separated from -
. othier nations—and was the solemn.
- termination of the consecrated period.”™’

:  (The "People’s Bible Encyclopedid, p. .-

'361). The followmg observation eon-_f' ,

. firms this view of the identification.of *.
. : the Jewish Pentecost with_the giving ./

Cof” the Mosaie Law:

“'marked the .completion -of the corn f .

~ harvest,. and according "to the later -

o Jews it commemorated the. giving of

) (282)

(see. Exod.
""“ - 34:22;"Deut. 16 10, 16; II Chron. 8:13;
" Lewv: 23: 15, 16); The Feast of Harvest :

‘due to the fact that it concluded- the'

16:12).

B EE [Pentecest].—l-_'.._ o

._‘_“ o

the Law on Sinai” (A Coiﬁhtentttfy on

“the Holy Bible, J. R, Dummelow, Dd
'1_:_p 20, John C. Winston Company) -
The precise” time for. the’ celebra-“‘_

tion of the’ Jewish- Pentecost was, ac-

* cording to Lev: 23: 11 15,716, the fifs

tieth day from “the morrow after the

meaning of the word Sabbath in thls

. connection ‘is much in dmpute among ¥
.In any event_ the time in- - ™

sc.hol'\rs

o

. 'Sabbath” of the Passover; or, accor d- "

L ing té Deuteronomy 16:9, it was-to'be - ",
celebrated seven full’ weeks after the .~
“sickle ‘was put to'the corn. The exatt

tervening between the ‘Passover and L

of Pentecost,
noted that ‘the people were. cxhorted

“to- “rejoice before -Jehovah thy Godi
thou and thy" son, and. thy:daughter, "~
and thy man-servant, and: thy maids
. servant,’and the Levite that is:within- -
. thy gates, and the sojourner, and the -
fatherless, and the w1d0w‘ that'are in
“the midst of thee, in the place which- °
“Jehovah’ thy - God shall choose, ‘to
cause his name, to dWell there" (Deut

16:11, ASV).

Israel also were to reeall thelr hond-' '

age in Egypt.and were admomqhed to

keep the divine law .(Deiit. 16:12). Tt - -
. is also’ srgmﬁcant and. instructive to -
“'note, asone autherlty has ‘observed

concerning the Jewish Pentecost that .. )

“From .Acts (2:9-11) ‘we infer that, - -

‘perhaps more than to-any other great

festival, the Jews came.from dlstant b
‘countries to Jerusalem"” (People s Bz-l -

:ble Encyctopedm, p. 361)

SIGNIFICANCE oF rm: Hrsromcm.
PENTECOST IN RELATION TO THE
CHRISTIAN PENTECOST )

Bneﬂy ‘to summarize the sngniﬁ—J :
cance of the. hmtomeal Hebrew—Jewrsh

L The Praucheu Mugmina

_f 2 3

-Pentecost ‘was a period of fifty days, . -
“and thus accounts fol the name uf Ihe T
"Iater feast ’ T
Whlle it is not lhe purpose ol’ th:t; '
- artiele: to- elaborate the observanceq
.in ‘general :t may be

3
1

Pentecost in relatxon to the first, Chis-

" tian" Pentecost of Acts 2 it' may be’
~ “noted, first, that as the -ancient: He- -
brew: feast oceurred fifty days after
. " the Passover; so the first Chrisfian
- Pentecost oceuirred fifty days after the.
" aténement made by Jesus. Christ on
 the'cross.” Second, as the ancient Pass- B
. over signified atonement for and de-
~liverance' from sin, and the giving of

" the Law-on Mount’ Smal fifty. days
v ,later qngmﬁed God'’s provision for the’
o government of His people sp the aton-
:.ing-death of - Christ’ providéd God’s-
“remedy for sin and the: divine effu-

sion occurrmg fifiy days - loter “was’

+"31:33; Heb, 8:10). .

Again as-the Hebre\v-JeW1sh Feast ’
T of Peritecost 51gn1ﬁed the culmination’ -

of the harvest sedson, fifty days after

thie putting in of the sickle, so the ﬁrst:
. Christlan ‘Pentecost signified ‘the gra--
" cious fruit of the atonement of Christ, .

Ter ucnﬁxmn

taln nor’ 1mportant That the dxsc:ples
".resorted to an upper room for prayer'

and to awalt ‘the fulfillment of the

prom:se we learn from Acts:1:13, 14 B
“And*when they were come |
in, they went up into the upper elmm--

(A.S.V):

ber,. Where - they wére abiding -,

These all ‘with one accord Lontmued -
' Some ‘have' "

stedfastlyin prayer .
thought that they were in the upper

chamber where they ate’ the: Last . . -
_-Supper wnth the Master ~before “His
including - G-~
Campbell Morgan and. Phillip' Muro, .-
 believe ‘'they .were-in a compartment *.
: ef the. Temple ‘Be this as it may.-
L God's provision for the ‘writing of His -
* laws on the he'lrts of Hl‘i people (Jer

Others,.

" Of far gr ealer mgmﬁeance than the' =

* place are the persons who first experi-

"5 harvest yleldmg in its initial qtages ;

~_three thousuand: converts (Acts 2:41).-
o Fmally, the broad mclusweness of the
*  participants- in -this" Hebrew: Jowish'
“festival, namely, the .children,” men-*

- . and maid servants, -the- Levites; the’
strangers,
P widows, aceordmg to, Deuteronomy-"
~*.16:11, .is prophetic of, the universal
~scope. of the gospel of Jesus. Christ
. through the Pentecostal” .experience
. The following is - a sig--
" "nificant observation:
. therefore, on this. day ihe gospel har-
. vest began and the old Law -of or- -
T - dinancés was superseded by the new
"~ Law of love” (A Commentary on the -
.. Holy, Bible, J. R, Dummclow, Ed p .
820 John C, Wmston Co )

‘the father!e«‘s, ‘and

(Acts. 1:8) .
“‘Appropriately,

The actual Iocatlon of the Chnstmn

dxse)ples at the occurrence of the Pen-
-~ tecostal mxracle is nexther ﬁnally cer- ‘

: Soplember-ﬂctohar. 1952

Jthe

' ,_Pmce AND RECIPIENTS oF mecos'r

" enced - the Chrlstmn Pentewqt This )

-initial “Chiristian - Pentecost, was  not

“'the ‘experience. of pon- Chustlan Jew- .
ish dwellers at ‘Jerusalem, not'of the . -~

-masses of 'non-Christian Jews -gath- -

- ered from the sixteen nations, as men-
-tioned in Acts 2:9-11, for the Jew:sh

festival, - Nor was it the experience of

‘proselytes to the’ Jewish faith from. ,
.the’ Gentile: world to say nothing of
the Gentile. world ‘itself. Indeed the
divine: effusion- was to have its infli- "
_ehce on .these. uncqnverted penples o
bist not until, the dismpleq were m-.""
wardly- purlﬁed and possessed by the. .-
~Holy Spirit. Rather the they of Acts
. 2:1'who experienced this first Chris:
.tmn Pentecost were those  Christian
“diseiples enumerated in Acts 1:13; 14. .
This. list’ mcludes such familiar in-" -
- dividuals from ‘among Jesus’ personal -
_disciples as Peter, John, Jameés, ‘An. .
. drew, thhp, Thomas, Bartholomew .
ames the son of Alphaeus,
Simon' the Zealot, Judas' the son of .
" James, Mary the Lard’s mother, and
" *Jesus' "own- brothers, .

‘Matthew, J

gives the total number of believers as

‘“about a hundred-and twenty” - (Aets

" 1:15).. In Hi$ high priestly prayer, -
‘ay recorded in the seventeenth chapter’
.,'.of the Gospel Accox‘dmg to John,’ Je- P

(m) 7 '

Indeed TLuke



B tional " and
_ 'Pentecost ‘may be regarded ‘as ‘the -
consecratzon dedzcatzon, or. maugum- ’

o .sus had prayed for these diSCipIes; In ‘j

- that prayer He declares that they be--

- long to God, that He has kept them
(except .the son of perdition), and.

" that they are not of the world, even

- -as He. is not of the world. He prays

- for their sanctification through the

truth; and He'declares. their mission
" to the world. This witnessing mission -

7 of H1s dxsciples is rexterated 1n the .

commlssmn of- Acts 1: 8

Thus the recnplents of the ﬁrst'

"+ disciples of Jesus Christ, separated.
- from the world and intended to be- .

- come the living evangels of Christ’s

. - lordship to all men subsequent to their.
“ ::. Pentecostal ‘experience.

_ .And thus
. Pentecost -cannot be ' properly re-

" garded as “the blrthday of the Chris-
" tian Church, ns-some’ have asserted.

Christ had brought-the Church into

) ~existence during the days of His flesh.
o He ‘had ca]Ied out and saved these chs-

S clples who now Warted for Pentecost
. 'They constituted His Church - before
-'Pentecost.

. ¢eremionial’ " standpomt

" tion of the Church of Christ. Thus, it

‘was ‘the: body of: living - believers_in
“Christ who experienced the Pentecost

- Of Acts 2: 1-4

BN

o SUMMARY

Brlefly in summary, we have notede‘: !

that historically: Pentecost. was . the
“second of the -three great Hebrew-

- Jewish annual féasts, that it originated
~‘as 'a harvest’ festwal culmmatmg the’

harvest season, and ‘was. variously
L 'called the Feast of Weeks, The Feast -
. -of Harvest, and- The Day .of First.
* .. “Fruits. It has bee observed-that this -
feast occurred fifty. days - after - the - .

Passover and came to be xdenhﬁed
D8 (204) L '

- 2:16-21 (A.8V),

Rather, ‘from an institu -

~with the giving of the Law. It has

" been. further observed that it was the -
most - inclusive of all the Hebrew- o
Jewish feasts, thus s:gn;fymg_ the uni- -
~.versality of the Christian Pentecost,.
of which it ~was the foreshowing.

Again,: it has’ bécome - clear “that ‘the:

" historical: Pentecost ‘of the  second =
occurring as it did .-
“fifty days after the Atonement, made’
-oh the cross of. Christ;, was the culrm- -
“hation of ' the’ redemptwethscheme
: ' Finally, we. have noted that the regipi-*
Christian, Pentécost were. the saved _ents of this iniitial Christian Pentecost. .
were- not the uriconverted peoples of .=~
~ the world, but the genuinely: con= .t
_werted d:smples of Christ who in the- |
" upper-room in.Jerusalem. awmted in -

chapter of -Acts, o

faith the fulfillment; of Christ's prom:

ise; _“Ye shall be eridued with power
from on -high.”  Upon- thoge disciples’ . -
* had fallen, as. Peter explained in Acts-
“the ‘fulfillment -of 4

Joel's dwmely mspu'ed prophecy. .

. ‘this i that which hath Been spokcnr .
- through the:prophet Joel: And it shall be'in ...
- the lnst days, saith God, I will pour'forth of = . .;. -
" my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons'and
your daughters shnll prophesy, snd_ your "~
young men "ghall-see vislons, and your'old -
. men, shall dream dreams: yes and on my
servants and on my. handmaidens in those. -
“doys . will T pour forth“of my Spirit; and | v
‘they shall-prophesy.. And’T will show won-. N
.- ders in the heaven above, and signs on the -~
carth: beneath; blood, and fire, and vapor of -
.smoke: the sun shail be tumed into dark- -
.V, .ness, and the moon into "blood, before’ the.
" ~day -of the Lord ‘come, .that great :and =

“ ‘notable day: and it shall be, that whosoever.”,
- +"'shall call on; the name of the Lord shnll be.

snved
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S IV We come now, to the mam pomt
.of this’ paper. We have seen a phe-
. nomenal growth in our church. We
- have come to-a place of respectability -

Parf II
Problems in- fhe Growfh ofa Secf lnfo a Church

(Conhnued from May .lune Issue)

[T

-among ‘denominations.- We are face

- to face™ with two great. issues. . Shall

e contintie to grow. both ‘in. spirit-
. uality and. in numbers?  Or shall we

... -do.as.many of other great denomma-'
. - -tions- have done, coming up as ‘sects
“as-we have, hecommg a church,’ only
-“to settle ‘down to-a life of ease and "

splendor in Zion, The facing of these

'_ great issues. leads s to- 'seek an -an-
‘swer. to. twe major questions:». (A)'
What are the dangers that’ confront us-

‘as-a. church?  And- (B) What can. we.
do to avoid them?.. .~
A ‘ First, then, what are the dan—

pers. that confront us ‘as a denomma-
“tion?. " -

JL S1nce thts paper is based large- :
ly upon Reed’s study of the: church I.

' think it-is-only fair to: give his view-
» point first. It -should be stated that

* these dangers ‘are not- hsted one,’ tw0,~_
- three by Reed. They are._listed one, -
‘two, three by ine after a study of the .

curpulative evidence offered by Reed:

I ‘The latter feels we. are now coming
- into the peflod of accommodation. We-

are going through ‘the  normal ‘social

‘process; we are less the extreme sect- -
‘present. time. -Articles. against tobac- -
co, dress, fashion, and secret, societies -~
~ were in abundance in our earlier his- - -
‘tory. 'In 1940 Reed says the Herald of -

Holmess had. only an océasional ar- |
ticle.that could be classified- under: the .

type of 1908. Although we are still a’
conflict group, there is not the.conflict

: consc:ousness now nouceable in our N

-ranks.
-a. The ﬁrst danger then is that of

i ‘. accommodatwn Reed says the tech-

'mr;]Puwr. Church of the- Numm, ,Nmn Ilnllywood cau
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. mqua known ‘as accommodatlon to lhe C

-church- type of “denomination- is no-‘_.

tlceable -in .several ways. -

‘(1) Meinbership is greatly stressed_ -
“The question of membershlp is~the - +~

. big question for the _pastor to answer. - ;

. at_ the District Assembly " 1 think

~ we are all'aware of the truth of this
statement, Members are being taken -

.into the church who' are gt Naza-

renes at heart sunply S0 we won't:

show a- decrease. We face. real dan- -

- ger at this point.. As pastors we must
insist *on"those- who join" our ranks. "~
being genume]y converted, and if not - .

g already sanctified, being thoroughly _
in: sympathy w:th the doctrine and

'deﬁmtely'seeking the experlence We
can insist with Waesley on behevers Bo-

:ing.on unto perfectlon The reason for - .

y much of the change of attitudes with- - o

“in.our church is due to the fact that - .

too few of ‘our. members enjoy real .

* heatt holiness. Some of these get'into

“the “saddle” in"a. local ‘congregation

and--only spiritual havoe can result, -

Membership for 'members” alone con-.. . -
stitutes a real’ danger pomt in our

-church hlstory. .

(2) ‘Then, Reed says, less attentlon
is. given’ta’ worldhness This is evi-~ -
“denced. by a careful readmg -of the' -

earl_v pemodlcals with those of the

headmg 'of worldliness. -

Smce ‘onhe: of the hasie rehgmus
' ' Tqes)e.




- “economic rewards. are ‘at stake.
again we need to let the semchl:ghta
~-of heaven be’trained in' upon us_as
'leaders "Let us- ask omselveq the.

- questmn ----- Am T

v point”

LauSes of our rlse was “the 1evolt
aniang - the holmess people against
wolldllness m the church, we can.

well afforfl to give: careEul dttention

to thlS ‘whole questlon I will have |

more to add to that pomt later.”

(3) A general increpse irr churt,h ﬁ .
nances makes it possible to pay’ bettex '

‘salaries. Hence there is a. temptatlon .

_to'n greater- contern to please where. .
Here

‘influenced. in" my
‘preaching ministry and -my pastoraj

- ! miinistry by economic considerations?
. "-May God help'us,_to b honest at this
' ".pomt Truly, the’ Tove of money is the -
rogt of &l evil. 'And how much mure f
' euous when it aﬂ'eLts the rmmstry' ,

(4) Then, this” actommodatmn ls""
'-‘notnceable in the concegsions. that sec-
Cond and’ thlrd generation Nazarenes.
" are willing to make over 1el1glqus dog-

" {rine. As second and third generatwn
o members we are.not so “conflict con-. .-
.. scious” over the ! secondness of sanc-

. - tification as ‘weré our. ‘forcbears.” We
* . are apt to be 1nﬂuenced by ‘the spmt'

' of,t.h_e_a,ge to a move “charitable view-
as some would eall it—not do. ..

" insist on the ‘necessity of a sécond . -

.definite work. of grace, both scriptur-

~ally and experxentlally, as did. our
“{athers; 1 think we can well afford to
. take heed at this point, Wlthout being
" .a legalist, I think we necd toinsist, not
' only that our Taity’ seek- and obtain: -

this preciotis experience, but also that

- our leadership definitely be “baptized

" with the, Holy Ghost and. with- fire.”
Our Manual (p. 182) calls for all our -
-teachers in our- colleges to have this

" experience—not just beheve ini it, but

en]oy it. We ean be ever S0 cmrect
in" our theo]ugy, yet-ever.so - dlstant

. in’our exper:ence “To ‘inslst on the: -

secondness .of sanctification is bound

; w (msl

A

“old

to . meun" conﬁlct-—the

~ both ‘the’ pzeachmg and the experi-

encmg of’ sanctlﬁcatlon But our ine:

. sistence "-at this point is our only
safeguard to a successful propagation -,
of the truth Reed is entirely correct

in sensing this as one of our dangers. .
in’ the process of accommodatmn to ...

a church type.

b, Another danger detet.ted by
Reed is, I-think, in_his-study of our-
" form of govermment. The fmm of gov-
ernment from 1308 to 1919 was not -

_intendent could stop the election ‘of a
~district superintendent -if the former.
was not “in . favor of the latter.: Of
course; the issueé was settled. amica-.
" by, but the prmuple of centralization
of authority rose again in 1940’ when-
. an’'attempt was made to do away with
the ‘present - Leplebentatwe ‘General
“Board .and substitute "in- its place.a

" General Board composed of all the dis-

trict. superintendents. . -That proposal
was killed, largely dué to an alarmed
~laity thhm the "Assembly,. accordmg

to Reed, “Whlle the 1940 Manual still .

- maintains that the -Church: of “the
Nazarene has a representahve polity,
it may. also be said that cénfralized.

~control, has greatly mcreased from

1919 to: 1940.”

slble ‘danger which we face ‘when he
wrltes “Growth in wealth ‘and ‘hig-
ness under mings the democratic.$pirit

" andeliminates ‘simplicity. in. eéclesi-

astical polity. There emerges a need
for overhedd’ boards, general officers,
‘and money io support - a. benevolent -
program.. A’ distinction - comes_about
between’ connectional leaders and the
plain. ministry” and  the people. 'In
.some quarters jealousies and dlstrust
-result.. Many feel uncomfortable in
1he presem,e of muchinery, for whlch

oy

Tho Pxeuchol & quuzlne

1ﬁhﬁ
doesnt die easy; he’ always opposes

‘2. Clark. adds His - Welght to a pos-

“altogether. satisfactory.. There, was . - |
the-question whether a g,eneral buper-\"

st .

‘ they ﬁnd htﬂe w'mrant in Serrpture,
and they chafe under the demandﬁ'

made’ upon them.”

. We- are ready to- acknewledge the
~ danger -foreseen. Here, “We are_.con--
stantly being specialed from district -
- and general headquarters.
“"the demands may:not be leglumate‘
‘but the pressure placed on our people -
" gives rise to feelings-of revoltl, - I
- would seem, at’least on the surface,
- that an overall: acceptance of the 10 .
" - per cent program for missions would'
-, help.us at this poinat. |
. 3. From a’ cumulatwe 'itudy of

Not that

Recd and- Clark, it would seem that

‘we_might add to these- dange:s men-. -

-tloned the following:. : o

“d. We. face the danger of an over-

. b1lancmg in our educqtmnal program
) Thls in several dlrectlons :

(1) As the theolog:cal or Bxb]e

o 'Schools tend. to ‘become colleges. of
“liberal arts, there.js the. danger of our

"mmxstenal students substituting

- education” or “a col]ege degree” for '
“ " the power . and presence of the Holy
'Ghost. This danger becomes ‘less ap- -
. parent thé longer this persofi remains.’
.- in the midistry. For one cannot be.a :
. ‘true minister without depénding. upon
- carnality- abounds, freedom is'extinct.

- God. Tt i§ entitely possnble for a good

- education to become, an assetj in“the
«'- Kingdom; the danger is that we sub-

o ‘wisdom that cometh from above,”
2) Another dxrection thls trend’
: -mlght take is an overbalance, in our
thmkmg toward religious ed’ucatlon
- @nd away from religious experience, -
_+As lorig as we have old-fashioned re-

i
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stltute the’ teachings of: man for the

v:vals such as we have all experienced

in our eollege-days, and as long as we: -
have at the helm godly leadérs, with.-
“'their-.sanctified - intellects second ‘to’
‘nane’ in ‘the world, we don't need’ to
“fear.. But let'us once start substitut- -
. _’mg rehglous ‘education  for- rehgmus
- -experience in our churches and we:
- shall soon, hnve our. re]ls ﬁl]ed w1th .

.r.~'

nominal- Na?arenes and the glory

7 _ean 't help but deparl

We face the.danger of mlsplaced

_ emphasm—-veermg away from a pro-

gram -of vital. evangehsm This like:
wme can ‘tend i in several dner,uons

1) First; we face the danger - of -
subsmutmg “progxam" for . “power”

“or the glory of ‘God in our services.of

“worship. Our ‘éarlier hzstory is. char-
.acterized by spontaneity ‘of personal -
expression., . Those “churches . which °

. penod:ca]}y have “break up” services

are more truly Nazarene than thnse
wheie formallty abounds. "It is" not

- that we be guilty of fanaticism in our
-services (and the dear Lord knows .
“we are"a: ‘million miles. from that in .
~‘many of our- churches) ‘but if we are
o mamtam our’ enthusisgsm: wer must
- maintain our. freedom, :
" The. lack of freedom in many of our.

chur ches is trace'ible to several causes.
Flrst becauf;e the’ percentage of - the
ehte
and’ pastors and’ peoplé allow' the

“fear of man’' fo quench the “Spirit of
"God.” ' Second, because too : ‘great o’
percerltage of ‘the average congrega-
- tion is unsanctified. They may profess; ..

but not too many possess, And where.

There' is orily .one “solution. to. this.
‘problem. - We  must get - the glory.

. down and keep it down, first'on our
© -own souls and then on the people of

our congregatmns "Many former mema -
bers ‘of our churches' are" now

' frequentmg Pentecostal chirches be- "
~cause ‘of "a"lack of old<fashimed fire .

buriing upon’the altars of our hearts

. and aur ‘churches. Our greatest dan-
‘ger as o church is not fanaticism but’ -
“formalism.” One sure sigh of the- tren’d
toward formalism - in. -any church  is.
“the- lack. of - congregahonal partlclpa— . f
"tion in the services. e

(2) :Second, we face the danger of
veering away from a program- of vital -

evangehsm hy embarkmg on a pro-

(28‘7) 1
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in our churches is’ increasing

"
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‘ gram ‘of® expansion I am - thmkmg.
now of the- tendency. in our church -
.,strUctures ‘and material assets. ‘There. -
~ . was a time when we were so much on’
. fire we gladly rented an’.old store’

bulldmg across the tracks and: went

" intoa protracted meetmg I ‘am not

y j,m favor of staying in the category of

. ‘es or fine churches., By “fine,” T mean
. 'thé “cathedral type.’ " In the first place,

it is not consistent with our theory of
" evangelism to', spend huge sums of
" money for- b:g churches, paid’ choirs,

and what have you. -Qur theory is to
give the gospel in the same, measure

as we-have received it.’ It is this i mner-_ §

" ‘passion that constrains us. ‘When-we

spend huge sums-on ourselves as a

“church -we are not being “consistent
- with our teachmg of hohness. '

‘caliber of the Ieadership of thatchurch

. to some extent, - But there is a pomt,

“ _in membership beyond which the in.
. -worldlmess1 and ‘a “spirit of apathy: - -

. concerning the secondness of sanc-" :

dividual is lost to a place of service,

.~ . where he has no, and consequently
.. does not. feel any, sense of responsi: .
;. hility;. a’ place where he becomes a’
" sponge and not a.giver.: (I do’ not;
_ _here refer. to finances: - .One may be a-

" good ' giver ﬁnanmally ‘and have ' no-

- souil .passion " at all) Our _general

. superinfendents agree at this point— )
“comparatively

large: ‘memberships

“speaking are not conducive.to our type
-~ of propagatmn “We grow faster when
" owe swarm” pernodlcally ‘Many of

"._'our larger - churches  should” have

- "swarmed -long “ago—failing to.
- “swarm,” they have killed .the old -

: mother bee—the mother bee of “Be
No church - loses by»l
swarmmg 0 mey Iose numer:cally' ‘

. .12 (zsa)

in that particular spot- but tHe Churc'h.' '

of the Nazarene would be bigger. ‘and

healthler if our layger churches would . .,

swarm. -(I'm. not so. sure -but what

that might be helpful to the one 1"~ -
_pastor!) _It is ‘at this point that we-as
- pastors need to relnvestlgate the rea~ 7"
_ ) - son for our callmg as mmlsters of the_"
“across the tracks,” but.1 do say’ th'at_‘ '
) w1th our program of evangelism we"
.. arenot geared for either large church-.-

gospe] y
- (3) Third, we are in danger of veer-

.mg away from ‘our program of vital
‘ evangelism in subsntutmg a, meetmg g
‘for a revival: 'The days were when we. .
. had protracted ‘meetings, The main, '
‘réason why we do not.see ‘the results.- -
we ought to today is not because God -
has changed, not simply’ because of "
“sithations” in-the church; but be-.. = |
cause pastor and people ahke are just .. .
- a§ lazy as they dare to be and still be-* -
Christian. How often do we “fast.and.
pray”: for ‘a mighty. outpourmg of 7 .
~ 'God’s Spirit? 1 think we need to do' .

In. the second place, oi1r program Of jf.‘some serious thlnkmg right along thls : _

) e\mngehsm is not consistent with large
_¢hurches, period!- I do not know just -

whaf the “ideal” membership would -

" be—that wéuld:depend; I think, on the

‘line. I know the.’ spmt of the age”
against us; but greater is He that is for_

‘you than. he that is. agalnst you. -

Summanzmg these ! dangers, we .
may say that what " we face in our - -
fchurch today is. formalism, church-

" ism, educanonahsm, connect:onahsm,‘ ce

tlﬁcatlon

. B. What can we do io. avo:d these“- 3
‘_’dangers" I have a]ready tried to’ face

them .realistically as they were men-

_ tioned: .But there are a few concrete_‘ .
‘suggestions I should. llke to offer by

'way of conclusion, o

you: cannot legislate righteous hvmg

But 1 do feel that if there were a unlty S
' : Tho Pmuchers Muguxino;‘-' E

1. First; I feel we need a umty of' L
.‘opinion. among . the leaders of the = = |~
-church on what we call nonessentrals SR
Our Manial does not expllcxtly define " = "
- the' term ‘worldliness. Yet one of the = .-
“basic causes for-our emergerce was- -
the revolt’ agamst “*the world in the. " »} .
- church.” 1 recognize and realize-that - .

; 'of opmlon among our leaders concern-‘ .
- ing “nonessentia

;.- a. The dwergence of opmlon on the -
- nonessent:als ‘has resulted in confu—
* 'sion in‘the mmds of the laxty, and that”

_quite Ieg:tlmately Allow me to il -

such things as Jewelry, mixed bathing,

- ete. The time was when we were
. noted for bemg plain. ‘And being
_, plain’ doesn’t ‘mean. we have to be
T dowdy : . S

b, The _general ]ax:ty of Opmmn"
among leaders’ at this' point: has -re- .
. sultéd in some very evident tendencies -
+ in“our. church, ‘And some of these

g tendenc:es are costmg us greatly in

_ Seplamber-October, 1952 '

* our church would
"be much more spmtual and make.

. much more progress Let me enlarge_'
a little on the problem as I see it.,

our splmt of _fellowslnp and general‘-:" )
spiritual life. - '

_ 2 Second; we need a umty of opm- C

“ion. among our leadership concerning
- the divorced person’ and our church. - -
-As Reed- indicated, ‘many divorced .-

people are now’in the church who do
not have scrrptural grounds for - di-

.vorce. - There is a variety of opinion- - - ;

7 “lustrate. I have always heen taught'{ -among pastors at this point. - Elther_'-

- {hat the heart of the church is against
" the use of ¢ make-up " "Without ever -
- _preachmg against it. from the pulpit, I-
" have, " in’ m::truchng members, told
- them that- I could not receive them
=" into -the church “with . that on. -But’
- what does the. laity think when othef -
s pastors take the position that modera- "
- - tion in this particular aréa is ‘accept-
.’ -able, stating that it has no relation to.
.+ Christian experience.. “This dwergence
- -of opinion can't help but confuse the
‘laity. Whe is wrong and whio is right?
"~ Have we- ‘changed our aftitude as a
"_church toward. certain nonessentials,
¢ or is'it just an. expected accompani- s
" ment-to our ‘emergerice as a’ ehurch.'
: 'My personal oprmon in the. matter-is
- that based upon expérience. I have:
" noticed that whenever,a person comes
.- to-the altar and really prays through -
- . the nonessentials take.care. of them- .
... selveés.; They automatlcally clean: up,’
"+ Now if that i the standard the person =
- ‘feels necessary to get right with God,
.. I feel that is the standard we ought to. -
" "uphold to theém. T do not say we need.
leglsiatron, all I say is that we need a
. unity of opinjon- among.our leaders on’

we need to stay by the Mantal or else .
go .to ‘work and have. the Manual -

. changed Do the Jatter and you' will
have to change the Woid of God. Per- - -

. haps the change had best be in our at- :
titude as leaders, - We. can't expect.“ C

umty among our people if there isn't .
unity . of opinion‘“on thlS questmn- '
among our leadershlp

.3, We need .a’ unity’ of opmlon‘

:.among our. ]eadershlp concerning the
. ethics of holiness. While I can’t pos-. -

sibly g0 into detail, let ‘me mentlon" o
three areas. .

a. We need ° a’ umty of oplmon:--'

‘ amang Ieaders concerning the ethical

relations smong pastors, A few ques-

- tionis will suffice to sharpen the.point, | ;

Is it right for’ pastors to ailow dis-

- gruntled m_embers of another- church -
" to ‘hold. offices in 'his church" That
. this: has been' done and is still being..
--'.!done is .common lmowledge _
Tscit nght for ‘one pastor to “steal LR
sheep” frofn another? We need some " '

definite ethical f.standards among us
rlght there, '

b. We need more umty of 0p1mon -

-:concarnmg a pastor's: relation to his "
. _peOple Is it right for some pastors to. . °
'neglect their sheep the way some do" PR

It can’t help- 1but hurt the ﬂock

thing short of murder ‘and still allow

'-them to be “members in good stand-

(Contmued on page 25)
' s {289) 13

“¢." We need a unity of opinion con—'
-+ cerning "the relation of people to peo- ©
“pleé, Tt seems to me some pastors allawv
"their people to get away “with" any-
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= _1 Come Before Wmfer

By M:Ifan J Peden

N THE COMMUNITY in \Vhlch I Iwed

duung the war with Japan a young

man was stimmoned by his -draft

" board. When he appeal\ed it was dis=
- covered -that he: was totally illiterate..
* Now if it had-happéned in’'some places

-“this would not have ‘been 1emarkab]e

Here it  was,

"".upon hlm dally

: _‘Mlnlster, Wlnana Mlss S
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scholastic standing, well equlpped
and under capable teachers. For nine

~months ‘each year it. had stood - open*
“and 1eady to .serve him;
-young man-had lived all his life*with-.
“ih a mile of ‘the school.”. Without ex- -
“eusing the. officials for failuire to apply".
- 'the compulsory . school law, we. are ..
-forced to say-that his was a supreme
‘example of wasted f'qppeftmtity; “The- .
- right usé of opportunities is so vital -
- a theme that surely it would be well,,

[01 us to Lonsldel it thurous,hly

. " Inthe four th chapter of.the Seumd ‘
_ Eplstle to Timothy we have 5 wonder=
ful picture of “Paul- the Aged.” “He,
"o ds old in years, although wedo not
. know Jllbt how old, but he is aged by
'sumethmg more. thar the passage of - S
_ - No one was with me when I had my '
. time., The bent form, the scarred face - Hearing, i  the court-—-—but the Lord -
.was there!” He, writés more slowly"
. now, 1emembermg as he does various . .
'Tmends' and then agem a chill comes . .
ovér the room. ‘The ‘thin-blooded old. = .
“man sluvers in.the gloomy cell. - “Tim-
-othy, do” your. best to come before‘l»
'wmter S oo
-1 do " nof- khew whether Tlmothy

- ‘and shouldérs,” the. wrmkled brow tell .
" us’'of his 'sufféring,. They tell of the
‘time_he was stoned and left for dead,
“of the times that he was. beaten, of"-
the hours he spent in the stetks, and”
of his days on dusty roads and storin:,
' 'tossed seas.  That air of intense.con- .
centration- remmds us - of - .hlS long -
- preoccupatlon with his work dnd the -

“care of all the churches wlm.h came

: Yet in spite’ of hxs bent form and

.- gray hair, there is still a firein the =
_ "eyes as he’ Iooks out and a sugges[mn .

“The community. “was .
" blessed with a good school ‘of high

. of. Ial] in the air.

A.nd the .~

_.of v1taI energy from wnlnn in . hls
“movements that tell us that Pail the
CAged s still Paul the" Apostle the: . :
same man who met’ Clmst on the mad N
'-to Damasr_us B

He'is. wr 1tmg

with sweat Yet there isa suggeshon

winter s not far away. .
-So - Paul ‘writes - on:

bring that voat. that I"left at Troas.

heeded this message or. not. But if he

" did- not come, thien it is probable that-, ..
“-he never saw- Paul again’ in the flesh. '

- It was his last opportunity. = .}
“There is a note of urgency that runs e
-through this whole. passage. ot
- -stant in season, out of season.” “For.,‘ IRE

Tho Preucher‘a Maqe:lna_,

letter in his’ pusen:-“

- 'that «lay. The long. Itglian ‘sutnmer is .
still’ with- him. The sun"is hot over- .’
“hedd. and girments are.quickly wet

"The dew-is heavy '
onthe g grassin the morning, and some-
times when ‘the ‘sun is flecked “with
: clouds " the air. seems -to. grow ‘mo- RGN
mentarily chill, as if to tell’ us that T '

“Tlmothy. .

E 'pxeueh the ward constantly, in season
~and out of season. If lyou don't teach
_them now; the time will conie when -
‘they won’t listen-to’ you. Do your best., ..

- My mmlstly is almost over. - There res, .o
~mains” but little_for me bere, but a.- - -
crown .of rlghtcousness there. Come
‘to e as quickly’ as you can.” There © .
-is no_one with me except Luke. De- v
mas- deserted .me. . When ‘you- come,

“Be in-_° '

- ,1"' e

_the” tune w111 come when they wlll
. not “endure sound doctrine.”
. time of my departure is"at hand. o
" ““Do thy diligence to come before wm-.'
“ter.” It is alwaysiso when we con-,
- sider gur-opportunities. Act. quickly
lest the opportumty be lost. Dr. Maier -
" guotes in a' sermon-a Canadian De;
-partment of Agriculture bulletm which :

“The, :

. gays that one weeks' delay in“plant-
. 'ing-whedt after the earliest possible. . -
~+ nioment means a 30 per cent loss; two
' weceks; a 40 per cent loss; four weeks, .

% a.50 per cent loss. ‘

R Cnnarhan wheat, - but I know. that .
.. -every delay in followmg up eux op-

. portumtles nieans loss to us.

" For many of these delays no subse—' :

_quent action can atone. No later rush. . -

" will recover for us the-lost ground ;
"~ An, employee ‘of:a factory was asked

.~ why it" was that” he ‘was constantly. -
" late, although ‘he lived next ‘door.

““J ust 160k at Jim; he lives three miles"

‘away, and he is never late:” “I'know,”

- replied the: employee, Hbut if. Jim |

" - starts late he hurries, while if I start’

laté T'in’already here,” No later hur-
- rying ‘can. xeplace t:me already lost..-

-7 Why'is it- that so inany of us riss.

" ‘our opportunities? One reason is that; -

. the " opportunities’ scem small.- Our

~Lord teld. once of the men who re- "
~‘ceived varying sums. of money from

- their Lord to invest and use. One man _

. buried the sum.that 'was entrusted:
1o him. The pomt we usually over-
. look is that it was-the man with the .

“smallest sum, .-Yet, the greatest ‘temp-

" tation of hfe is to fail tp use and de- .
' ‘velop our ablhtles ‘because at’ the
- outset they seem small. The world is
- filled -with--Moseses who’ comp]am of
" being of slow speéch'and fail to see_-

~ "how those’ little glfts can. be used- 1n_
great causes.

It is not: biy bemg the greatest, dnd

'holdmg the highest position,. that we
" play our part. It-is by doing the best
*. we can in the 51tuat10n in whlch We.'_

Seplemher-cctobet. 1952

I know litéle of

‘your-jar!’

-

are- placed; ﬁof :sighing over great
. gifts which we do not have, but using

~ thiose faithfully which Prowdence has"f

gwen to us:

1 f you can’t be a pme on’ Lhe top of the

hill, L
“Be a shrub in the valleJ———but be' "
The best little’ shrub bJ the Slde of the L
© o hdll; )

Be a bush 1)’ you can 't be a’ tree. .

If Jou umt be ] h:ghwa_;, theu gust,_'. '
be a'traily I

I;f Aou ean’t be a sun, be a star o
It isn't by size that yoi win or fm[ ‘
But the best of whatever You: cu'ef-- :

In the second p]aLe, some of us los.e

our “opportunities beeause we. are-

loqkmg backward at those ‘thiit. are._"

gone instead -of “looking forward to':”i
+* find'new chances: We need to follow .
_Pauil’s example. “This one thing Ido,.

forgettmg those: thmgs whu,h are be<.-

“hind, and,‘reaching forth unto those :
_things which are before, I press toward:

the mark for the prize of the. h_ngh call- .

“ing of God in ‘Christ Jesus.”

~An old’ Chinese- peasant wes walk-;
ing along with. & stick  actoss. his

“shoulder with a big jar of hot soup
hanging from the’ stlck In. turning - .
* a corner the jar of soup hit a'wall and ..

broke. The .old peasant’ walked on. -

A bystander called. out, “You broke - -
YT know it, " he replied, .-
“But you never .
" locked back"' “The jar was broken
“and the soup lost; why look back"” -

‘l!

and walked on,

- Accordmg to a'story a man troubled

"\wth failing - eycsight,. after trying

. various ‘remedigs, went to. a chiro- -

practor, < The doctor of chiropractic

‘gave him a treatment, and immediate-.

Ty his sight 1mproved Nevertheless,

.. he returned to the chiropractor about -

a month later in a great state of alarm; . -

“What's the matter" Can t you see’
,all right?" '

A
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. “Yes, my 31§ht':s' as good as eoer,_ )

. but I have practically lost my mem- -
ory. 1 forget everythlng-——where Tve: .
-beén, what I've done, what I we_nt'

after-—-]ust everythmg‘ "

-'The doctor proceeded to ex;amme.-
J hlm and then said; “This is:thé strang-
est case I have ever seen. I never. -
. ‘saw-one quite like it. T can give you,
- a treatment that will restore your
. memory; ‘but if T do, you are.going to .
. lose your sight again.
‘ want the treatment""

: "No sir! I 'would rather sce where :
I’m going than remember where I've: o
= beeh. ,
_ Somet;mes we miss our opportum--j*‘
' fies because we concentrate on the.
trivial and neglect the major issues. ..
When I ‘was in college I heard Dr.
'“. G. Ray Jordan: speak on’ “Majoring
" on Minors.” I have, forgotten much’
" “thaf he said; but that expressive title
" -has stuck, with me, and I have-seen -
many major on minors. The old proph- -
.- et's parable speaks of that: “And as -
e thy servant was busy here nnd there, o
{f. - he was gone.” L
"'What: opportumtles do T have in.-

mind? ‘One .is our opportunities for

“But there is a world of cornfort for

N these who have stumbled. in the way.

i . There 'is mentioned another who had

| ‘made a rather poor start John Mark -
i 1a, czsa) ' '

Now, do you :

{3  spiritual greatness, ‘the chance . to' be
4 - ‘and to do ‘our best. There are in this -
.chapter hoth a warnhing and‘a word
4§ of coinfort, There. is a warning to -
i3 those who have begun well and ‘who, -
" perhaps, prnde themselves .upon - ‘that
. beginning There is a young man-
‘£ mentioned here'. wbo ‘is’ mentioned
%" more than, once in Paul's epistles.and . °
. in every. other place with approbatmn

- He. heads the list of those who were

"Paul's younger assocmtes, ‘bt now .
: Paul wrxtes, “For Demas hath fot-
" saken me, havingloved this. present'
world, and is departed.” - .- '

fused - to. _use - him " on the next’

mlssmnary expedltmn Mark is. fiot
_the same, however, He has overcome -
‘that lack of. stability. . He can.be
- counted .on..- So Paul wrltes, “Take
‘ Mark, and- brmg him. with thee:" for - 1
‘he ' is proﬁtable to: me for the mm-. SR I
vxstry R > SRR S S A

Then We miss the opportumty to*
work for the: salvatzon and’ spiritual .

- welfare of others It is an opportunity -
- that the passage of time and the chang- .
~ing-of personalities- quickly  take * .-
- away.. Consider. how quickly children -

change: Taday they are ready to listen -

to the truth we téll; tomerrow the op- v
: portumty 15 gone

I found a piece of plasttc clay
:And idly fashioned it one dny,

“And ds my fingers pressed it stt[[

It moved and yielded to my will,

I dame again when days had pdssed
The lump of clay was hard at last;,
The: form I gave it still it bore, -

But I could change that ]‘orm no niofe B ‘

"I fouk a ptece of lwmg clay - . R
“And gently formed it day by day, .. .
And molded it with my power and

o art,

_A young chtlds‘soft und‘. yteldmg

hearg

I came again when years had gone
It was @ man I looked upon; - " v

He sttll that early impress bore, -

- _And I could cha‘nge h:m ‘never mere

=T, Yares"

" salvation..” Use the opporunity that
,,helongs to you now. Come hefore
. wmter I :

(Continued on. page 49) R
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had lost his courage once and ﬂban-. ’ o
doned ‘his-work. Paul had -then re-~ "

“We make a mlstake, hewever, if we
-Iimit it to children. All are changing.
Al are passing on, If you would be’
heard, then speak today. ‘As-now s
‘the "acceptable ‘time for others, it is-
for “ourselves. . Today is.the day of

B Bl I
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Halfway ’ro
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Pen'recosf

By Jack W Moore

this. week halfway to Pentecost,
For our consideration. this mornmg
the question is' rmsed Are we in. our

' spiritual pllgrlmage in an analogous

" position? -Are we:as individuals, ora
;.. corporate Eroup,’ hvsng halfway to,
L iPentecost"

'The morning lesson. mdtcates that',

Y \St Paul had fo;und at Epliesus a group._.
of twelve disciples of the Baptist who
V'Wpre living far below ‘their spmtual'

privileges. The. passage contains cer-

- 'j_tam difficulties because of its brevity, .
© buit it is elear. that these men had re-.
~ ceived the® message of John and. had-.
i = been baptized as his followers, . - -

Paul miust’ have _s0en d:scerned a-

o lack in their lives of-the deep joy;and.-
. assurance which mark those possessed
by, Christ’s - Spirit. ..
. them, .in order to- perfect what was "
 lacking in their faith;- then he bap-..
‘tized them.in the name of Jesus, and - -
‘ when he had laid hands-on. them theyA :
all received the Holy Spmt ¢
" But before Paul came, they were"-
at:the halfway house. In this. respect,-
" -thaey were like the seribe wha came to

“. . Jesus with a friendly acceptance of
- Jesus” trestment of the greatest com- -

He mstructed

mnndment -Of him, the best that Je-

" sus could say was, “Thou art not far
. . from. the ‘kingdom’ of . God.” To be .

. Of specml seriousness. is this matte,p

T to us ‘whe' are rising ministers’in His .
- 'Church, The Master himself did riof-

- <. begin His ministry until after the bap- .
" tism with- the Spmt Is the servant -

& cmdldltl for the Degree of Doctor. ol Phltoscphy sy

Spmt

,"way, 1o,

above hls Lord" Dare we allow pocka-‘ ,_‘
“-ets of conscious’ rebellion to live on: -
in our-lives? Dare we ‘bypass the
oleansmg, and power for car- .
_rymg out the commission that is ours? -
To. remain “not far from,” “half--

1"

Pentecost: is trag:c But.
there is another view of this posmon

.‘LfTo be halfway is good if we are mov-
‘ing in’the nght dlrectan -
1. What is the meaning. of Pente- -

cost and the coming of the Spmt‘?
. At Pentecost the group of bélievers

“were conshtuted a living Church, the B
body' for: the continuing ministry of - -
the risen Lord. 'The Spirit's  coming
* " gave them.power for testifying to the

" 'Resuirection before 2 hostile world; -

it purified their hearts from: inordinate

self-love -and ‘fear. The1r joyous_as- .
. suranceé and their spontaneous gen- -
~ erosity were hallmarks of the Spmts :
_presence. - g

-2, Now, what of the mmme‘r of His :

commg?

We_ surely - w:ll not argue to the '
breaking of fellowship over the ‘par~ -
“ticulat way in which He comes. As a-
matter of fact, the Acts recurds avari-

ety of ways. He carie to some at bap-

“tism. "At Pentecost He came suddenly.
with spectatcular coricornitants. - To *
.Cornelius and his house He came in

the. tmdst of Peter's-sermon.. At Eph- '

~.-eager to learn,. to be sympathehc in . esus,'as-at-Samaria, He came with the

T attitude, is not the same as submis-
. -sion to the kingdom of God and- Hxs .
. total will for our hves.- ’

laymg on of hands

In the ongoing life. of the Chnstlan'
commumty, the churches have tended:
- to regulanze ‘the .Spirit’s. ‘ddvent

through the sacraments and. ordmanc-

" es. The sects have emphastzed spon-
- taneity and the subjective crisis aspect
‘of His activity within' the xndlwdual'
- John ‘Wesley “beligved in both . and
: tned to, hold on. to both, a task which

(293} l'i
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"'has never proved easy But whcn thc

. regular channels of grace appeared to

choke off the full flow of God’s grace,

" Wesley ventured irto the fields and
" cottages.with his gospel -of personal
“salvation.” The resulis are well known

I

: '," : Campus
.. prayers are now ev1dent we - can be -
t . thankful. ‘We ‘join our prayers with
his for a ‘full measure of the Spmt' -
' movmg on our campus g -

18 (294)

to all of us. Whereas the church ‘had.
- provided grace- for.all-the. many crises-
-of ‘life, Wesley focused his attentaon',"
on‘the central’ crises of the conversion -
. of the unbeliever and the sanctifica-’
* tion_ of:the believer, both' effecfed by
" the Ho]y Spirit.” This is not- the whole
© story -und ‘there are admitted- dlfh-,,
" cultiés _involved in:-the - theclogical |
Aformulation’ of the" mcssagc and ex-
‘perience of the Wesleyan revival. But-
. it is not unique in this mapect This by
* the providence of God is my tradxtlon :
~ and-‘my conviction. -
. But however the Spmt may operate -
.7in any given tradition,. the matter of -
“vital’ import is that His power and-
" 'presence shall be ei’fectwe in the life-
" -of the Church and 1n each one of us,

S To this. end our seekmg must be

dcf nite.
“When we- havc admltted that Hls

© . operations do vary, wé must not"take .
for granted His presence. To :desire

the power and’ cleéansing -of His pres- -

. ence, and to sgek such’ dehberately, is*
.- .not to be . cons:dered a necessary ex-
. pression of effoism; it may well bethe: .
. promptmgs of the Spmt workmg in:

"+ us already.” ,
o As Gzlbert Rowe used to'say, ,“W}n]e -
. thcﬂ Quakers wait for the Spmt 10 -

move- them, the' most of us move, be-

lieving, that the Splr1t w1n be m our..
\actlwty
The laté dean emerztus of our d1-'
fvxmty school, Elbert ‘Russell; prayed .
- . definitely for years for a profound
spiritual ‘awakening _on ' the Duke :-
‘For whatever fruzts of h:s"

4. The commg of the Splnt is a o

fdeeply peraonal aﬁ'alr and _touches

“‘the privacy of our inner solitude, We - R

r)ghtly resent dogmattzmg at - “this.

_ pomt ‘and shrmk ‘with horror at the
. -sacrilege whlch 1dent1ﬁcs‘ the opera- .
tion of the Spirit w1th any:abnormal-
xty “of. body ‘or spirit..- But the abuses "
must only hasten ‘us to the kind of -
_renunciation: and- faith whlch brmgs o
‘the. Spirit. of Christ.more fully into -

our hves 'md hence to others L

words.of Peter to souls thirsty for the

-Spmt “The promise is unto you, and -
o your children, and to all- that are.” °
afar off, even as many as the Lord' '

our -God shall call "

'I'heologxcal Seminary in Richmond,

preaching last month at-the Mt. Bethel
Presbyterian Church here‘m Durham, :
‘told. of his own expenc;nce of the. . ..
grace of God. Born in the rough hill ..
_.country of Kentucky, he availed him-" = |
self ‘of such™ nieager paneges of,.'j" S
_church life’as were available to him.- .-
In- college- he took - seriously his pur- %
- suit of truth- and majored in philoso- .

\phy ‘He, was ‘the kind of boy who;.; .
- while in the army, would take his .. .
week-end.leaves to. go to the nearest

library . and brmg back a suitcase full - -
“:of books on philosophy and etlucs '

--But ne:ther his search nor his war ex-

Brooding over his

(Contmued on page 36)

a :_ The Pmecheu MaguxlnaA S

*5. The coming of the Sptrlt.ls God s
" present activity in the world. - In-the .

Hogan .Yancey, _a semor at Unlon;-' '

-periences - brought him’ the satisfac- - - |’
tions  of ‘his- deepest longmgs »When"
‘he was discharged’ after. the'war,’he . |
. continued his .search, though a deep =~ *j~

- gloom and dlscouragemeut began ta " -
“settle over - him,
failure, he became dejected and his de- -
- jection.turned into despair; In short,

‘he found himself cormitted to.a men- "
tal .institution,” There ‘his. depression- .

deepened. One. day he fcund himiself -
'-stretched prone on the ﬂoor of hls_' L

| v,
w | -

within- you:

3 ..‘ .

NI WE CAN 'meet God 5 cond:tlons
God never was unjust-enough' to

L r--demand a requnrcmcnt that He did not
. give the ah:hty fo fu]ﬁl]
. familiar passage, _‘Whosocvcr is born_--
- of God  doth nat comimit .sin;. for his-
_'and_he can-
-, .not.sin, because he is born of God":
(I John 3:9).
Ry correctly translated,” for - the word
L Yeannot” -in Engl:sh 1mphes unpoqql-
. 'blllty, something the Gieck here does
. not. imply. ‘Literally it 1eads, “and he.
~ - has ‘power hot {o sin.
- “word “here for “‘has power" ‘is .the’
2ot yerb form ‘of :the same . word ‘used’
" in Acts 1:8: “Ye shall receive power.’
. - The Chrlstlan who sets his.will to"do
' -:God’s will: w111 bd given “power not' to
" This is the fulfillment of the old"

e prophecy

seed remaineth in him:

This scripture’ i$ in-

Take that’

“A: new heart’ also wnll I-
-give you,. and a new spirit will'l put
And I-will put my- -
" spirit, wltlnn you, -and ‘cause you to
- walk in my statutes, and ye shal!_
keep my Judgments and do them ;
" (Ezek.-36:26;27). T '

Parf 3 T

By w. w Clay A

:
A

" What the Bible. Sa\}g'- s s
Abou’r Eternal Securn-y o

4.

:-. aymbohzed by the expressmn m hls
hand " "

. Christ himself gwcs thc mterpreta- o

tion.of this' parable. . He dcc]ares that
. whene this - :sheep was out of the fold
‘it was mot" secure—lt ‘was . in great
_ danger; so “much-so that the shepherd -

fisked his life to find it. What this .

_danger was, Jesus tells.us-in‘the’ tenth

- .chapter of John, using the strongest

Kmetaphcncal language to describe.its

.danger..
~‘the symbol of death o the sheep, Sa- -
"The - GTGEk; tan.is. also depicted ‘as a- thiefwho'

“would not only rob Christ of His -

Satan is portrayed as a wolf,

“sheep but would "kdl" -and “destroy.”

And'so whxle neither Satan nor any.- ;

_hand is shown by- the parable of the.
~ lost,-sheep " (Luke 15:4-7). ,
.- :_‘::hecp had once been in the fold=the
©word “astray” (Matt. 18:12) indicates
. ‘this: ‘As long as the sheep was in the
. . fold or with the shepherd, it was safe.
It was unsafe only when it left the: .
- f6ld or the cirele of his protection, and .

The last

- other power can take us out of Christ’s. -
‘hand, the fact that we may deliberate-
‘ly take ourselves out of His protecting

" The- only possible meaning - of “klll”
: is to deprive of life; and the.only life -

T

that Christ's' shecp have is cternal life.

Christ also _uses the word “destroy,” .
'.mdlcatlng that just as a sheep.that was 'f :
destroyed - could never get .back into

the fold, so 'with Christ's sheep. . That. -

word “destroy" agrees with the state--

ment in John 15: 6 in declaring that all..
relationship whether as sheep or as

branches .can he totally dea.troyed, ."

'IIBVE.‘I to be possessed again.

‘But notice that the sheep was not "

' Christ; nor because Satan had forced

his wayin ahd by force. taken it out.

It left the fold of its: own volition. “The .

','Sawour, as in-the parable of the vine-

and the branches ‘introduced in thls

then it ‘was away frorn all that was

- Soptombor Oclnber. 1952

. parable:a factor that differed : from

réal life. In-real life:no ‘sheep--was_
ever - lost ekcept through the power-"

T

: -‘lost from the fold because of .the’ care-'-
- lessness of . the’ ‘shepherd, who -is

o s mecin

S

les;Sness or. carelessncss of the shep-

oL 4o
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" _herd. But our Sheph"érd iS'-net_t.her
' Just as we as .

weak " nor- careléss..

" “branches of the vine can fail to’ abxde
-in Him, so as His sheep we have pow-- :
er to stray from His fold. ‘
There are three other misstatements
- of doctrine that are always associated .
_with the teaching of eternal security
that should be considered here. These,
- relate to.their teachmg about’ “stand-
" ing” and “state,”
planation of . the . finished “work of
" Christ, and to their teaching that be- -
“lievers are not under. obhgatmn to.
~ keep the law of God. ’
" .Bythe terms * standmg and state.
"they refer to the. :mphcahons of that
- ijmaginary “robe.” If a believer sins,
_they say, ‘his heart ‘is unclean.
- may. be indulging in the- blackest out-"
~ward sin, or éven. repudlatmg Christ.
That'is" hls state. But since .he has,
" “on the robe of Christ’s nghteousness,
- they say Chirst sees hlm, not as im-
~*_pure and sinful, but as His own dear-
- ¢hild, spotless and pure. ‘That is his
standmg There' is not: a’shread "of
- evidence in‘the Bible fo support this.
It grew out of “the vaganes ‘of, the"

‘{0 "their wrong ex-

teachlng about that ﬁctltxous 1mputed

'. ‘frobe.” .-
‘The doétrine of the ﬁmshed work of-
- Chrlst is one of the most precious and
. fundamental in the Bible. But eternal .-
© security teachere give it a meaning for
' whlch there . is no warrant -in'the Bi-
: ‘They 'say - that when a person-
* believes on’ Christ for salvation, not
_only are -his- past ‘sins. forgiven, but .
“all future sins and rebellion ‘and . un- .

ble.
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had. paid no attention ‘to. religion, a

‘Mr.
“early youth.” ‘And so this man says

_ that Edison went to~ heaven in spite - -
“of his agnosticism, ‘because in_the past - B
“he had. once believed, even though he - . . |-

“died in unbelief and ro]eetlon of the
" Saviour.. v, L

‘relate only to ‘two thmgs. First, that..
“the salvation that Christ came to earth

‘He .

- Second ‘the  finished - work ‘of Christ "
- means that, since- ‘all that-was. needed. -
for our salvation’ was done,. -nothing - ’

| Blble does'it intimate that the ﬁmshed

" belief, are automatmally forgwen be- work of Christ includes the: automatic. .

: - fore they are committed, and’ thig
- without repentance; or faith. Oh, yes,
they sdy we should. repent, but if we

_do not we will:go to heaven just.the *

- same; since these ‘sins ‘were, covered

. by the finished work of Christ. When
.. “Thomas. A. Edison was.near death he-

* madse the remark to someone; “It is all’
3 beautnful beyond ” 'Although deson‘.

+ nal seeur:ty teachers is that the law of
".God is no longer binding -on a ‘be-
~liever. To try to prove-this they quote .

‘prominent eternal security .paper as-

" sumed that he was' looking into heav-" '. "‘ B
en when he. said this. Said this writ- -

- er: “In spite of the agnosticism of- his ‘
later_ years, it is entirely posstble that+. 1. .

'Edison. accepted -Christ in his

i By

The- finished work of Chnst can

to" provide was: ﬁmshed in every de- . * -
tail when He' died on thé cross. The.
debt of sin for every person that ever

‘lived. was provisicnally- paid-—the. full. 7' L )
: ‘Purthase ‘price - for his redemption - ‘

from sin, death, and the"judgment.: !

that we could do of good works' could

_help i our salvation. But if it were’
. to megn that the. deliberate sins of be- .
lievers were automatxcally forgiven - |
' w1thout repentance, ‘then everybody's <
- ‘sins would be unconditionally forgiv- . 7.

" enyfor. Chrrst suffered the full penalty = ,'
“for everyone's sins, As: proof of eternal - 1 :

security these “teachers are fond of r

‘repeating, ‘‘All my sins, past, present, . . t
and future, were atoned for at the -~ .
"Cross.” That is true, not only of the. " |- -
"sins of behevers 'but also ofs those of .. -

thé worst - sinners. Nowhere in- the

‘forgiveness of Heart rebellion and will- -
ful unbelief: after havmg been horn :
agam e S
Another: .error emphasmed by ‘eter- -

‘the words of Paul:-“But now we are
dehvered from the law" (Rom. 7 6),

- The- Pmachlr’l Mugcmine l- T

. commandments. -
#t

owill,

. and, “Ye are not under the law, but-
. under -grace” (Rom. '6:14, 15). But
-~ this refers only to thls, that believers
- were'nat. under any of the prowsxons: ‘
. of the Mosaic law, that they were not
o under obligation to obey, that law with'
.- its sacrifices, offerings; c1rcumc1510n,'f
- -and all other observancés of its ritual.
“This was the storm-center in Paul's

day, and. gave trouble to all the early

21). But none of the statements of

. Paul*gs 0. the. law ‘nor ‘any other in

" the Bible have any reference to.re-.

" - leasing us from the’ obllgatlon to do' ‘
. the will of God.. s

"As we have already seen, God forE-~
" -told that He would give us a salvation
;that would enable us to keep  His
He declares ‘that if -

"'we are born of God we have ‘power -
- not to sin”, (I John 3:9). Christ de-
. '_'cIares.‘ “Not- every one that saith unto
-+ me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the
' '_kmgdom of heaven; but he that doeth-‘
- the ‘will of my Father *which . is in'~
* "heaven”_ (Matt. 7: 21), And this was’ -
: -"spoken riot only of those who were '
" Jews, but. it is God's: universal - de- .
“mand, and apphes to'all d:spensatlons :
It wlll ‘be in force “in-that day” (V.

22) when fitriess for heaven'is tested.

" Note the present fense—"is doing"—
e 'makmg it apply not only to the will of
. God-in ‘helieving: for salvation but to
* a continual doing of all His kn0wn
That is: vhy. the . Bxble says, -

;“BlesSed are :they - that do- [present -

tense] his ‘commandments, that they
° "may have right to the tree of life, and
~ - enter in-through the gates into the
- eity™ (Rev 22:14);

" these seriptures that tell.of God's de--
. 'mand for us.to-de His will, and'of His-

. provision to’ give us the ability’ to do -
‘that will, what right have we to’ ex-"

.In' the ‘light of

pect an entrance into. heaven ‘even:

| " though we have once believed in Je-
: _Soptamber-Oclober. 1952

o commlt sin .
believers: You remember that the first

. ,Chnstlan counc:ll “Was- called t¢ con-
‘ sider this very. question (Acts 15:1-

. nificance.

-6:23.

-sus, lf we go into the presence of God-'
with a" heart attitude of wnllful dls-
_obedience to His will? :

In fact, God makes this questlon of_
.whethe,r or not you are doing the will -

‘of God the test as'to whether you have

beeni born again. He"says, “He that o

commltteth sin is of. the. devil..

‘Whosoever is born of .God doth’ not‘

, In: this the children of

- God are mamfest .and the. c]nldren of

“the devil™ (I John 3:8-10). ;
Then there is another scrlpture so -

 ‘contradictory, to. ‘the théory of eternal ...

- security. that its’ teachers are trying

hard to .explain away its plain- sig-

Ghost, and have tasted the good ‘word

of Ged, and the ‘powers . of the world, -

to come, if they shall fall away, to re--. -

_ new them again unto repentance, see-
ing they crucify to themselves the Son.

- of .God .afresh,.and put hlm to-an

Eterna'i'.'

open shanie”. (Heb 6:4-G),.
security ‘teachers try to- evade the

fofce of this’ scr1pture by saying -it* -
does not’ apply- to horn-again Chris-, -
tians but to unsaved people who have - -
.'been awalkiened ‘but who are refusing .
to accept Chnst Let us ]ook close]y‘-
- _at it and see.. : o

While. “the.. ‘w o r d

uses - to- descrlbe ‘His -children, - asi

“Now are ye. llght in the Lord: walk -
~.aschildren of hght” (Eph. 5:8). But
".the next phrase is very definite: “And
“have: tastéd . of. the. heavenly . gift.” -
- What this gift is, is told us in Rom,
‘ “But the: gift of God i is eternal
life through: Jesus Christ our Lord.” -
And the word “taste” in the Blble as
in nature always implies such a con- . .
‘tact with the thing tasted that weé ac-
-,'_tually partake of it, and in partakmg‘ :

L

“For it is -impdssible. for. -
" “those who were once ‘enlightened, and -
have:tasted: of the heavenly- g:ft and.. -
were made partakers of - the- ‘Holy

. enhghtened"- N
'mlght be’ construed to refer to sinne¥s:
.under- convmt:on, yet remerber. that
-thlS is one of the favorite terms God



sense’ the thmg tasted, . When the Bi--

ble-says Jesus “tasted death” it means

il - that Hé really died (Heb: 2: 9) Peter,
| . speaking of Christians as’ _
- ‘babes,” says, “If so be ye have tasted -
" that the Lord-is gracious”
©2:3). It has that same sense “of. par-

ficipation in v: 5 of -this chapter in~
- 'Hebrews: “And have. tasted the good-
- word. of God, and the powers of the
~world to come.” 'This lmplles not just
" reading the Word .of God, or hearing
- it, but recexvmg it ‘into .our" hearts,
g brmgmg a divine thrill at tlle prospect "

“newborn

(I Pet.

of the coming ‘of the: Sav;our in- the

.. elouds of heaven and & pull toward
" His~ g]erlqus coming kmgdom

Then. too' note the phrase, “were

“.made, partakers of  the Holy Ghest
-~ Both the.Schofield Blble and Dr. Pet- .
' tmgglll pervert this scripture- by -say-
E mg “that.the Greek” word translated
‘partaker” ‘medns only “going along -
w1th " They.try to give it this mean-, -
-ing by looking only at:its* derivation, :
But neither in Greek nor-in: Enghsh.
- ¢an you deterr_mne the meaning of a
word from . its- derivation alone: The =
 English word “understand” in’its derl- ‘
* vation means. literally *“to stand un-
.der.” " If-that were the tiue meanlng-"
i of “understand,” then the only ones
.. who would really understand-the ‘Bi-
" ble would. be those who stood direetly .
¢ under’ a-Bible!" The truth is ‘that the
~_real meaning-of. a ‘word ‘can- be de-"-
“termined.only by its use in- ‘other lit-
- erature, ‘and specially by its use in
- other "parts .of -the: New. Testament. -
*And this Greek word in'all other parts.
- of the Bible ‘signifies an- aetual par-
' takmg For mstance, just.six verseés .

_before the one 'we are now studymg,

' thls word is translated “useth, )t “for
-every one that useth’ milk”. (Heb B

.- . 13): 'You do not’ “use ‘milk by "gomg_

.. along with” it, or by having it be-

" side you, but by actually partaking of -

. it. So the expression, “and were made .

E partakers of the" Holy Ghost" ean re-_
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. donable sin.

- (John . 10:10-12)

fer onIy to- those whe have aetually .
‘received the Holy Spmt mto their L
A,hearts (Rom. 8:9). )
‘. But practically all commentatorS'
agree. thnt the scripture we .are now o

studymg is.not speaking of ordmary

".backshdmg, but to a-total apostasy,
-to. a settled re]eetlon of Christ as
- Saviour, to-a répudiation” of Hlm as -
>Master, and to a final deelsmn never-

" again to believe oni- Him.- In other

“words, ‘it is spenkmg of the unpar~: =
it declares' Lthat -

And
even though the one who does it may

“once ‘have beén a- p'trt'tker of the -
Holy Ghost, he has. sinnéd so far that.” - -
. yrepentance - '1nd réstoration to his-

" former,state as a child of God are, to
- use its exaet words e
" like the parable of .the vine and the -~
‘branches (John.'15: 6),.and the par- -~
“able of "the -sheep -in danger. of de-"".
‘struetion by the ‘wolf and the thief
tells us that those

1mpossxb1e

who once were believers may. finally

be lost:in hell even though they once *- -
“had the glft of eternal life. ..~ = -~
_ Then- in that wonderful prayer of .
'Jesus in the seventeenth -chapter of
.John is the: dec]aratlnn that. one was
Jost -whom. Jesus once claimed as His .,
‘own, Judas Iscariot. -
..chosen as one of .the twelve he must‘ L
.have been sincere and earnest or Je- - L

sus would not have pleked him as ohe
of His representatives. ‘And. the Bi-

.ble emphatically states’ this, In the .
‘Mine
own familiar friend hath:lifted up his
heel agamst me” (Psa. 41;9).-

‘Psalms ‘we read the prophécy;

J esus himself. said that this prophecy

was fulfilled .in Judas (John 13:18).
- Jesus could see into every heart, and B
.if Judas had been a traitor and a’ .

demon- possessed man.when Jesus first

chose "him, ‘Jesus never could have |
#“trusted” in him.  And . Jesus-does '

not led@ve us in doubt as to the-stand- .,
ing of Judas wheén he was first chosen. Lt
In HIS hlgh prlestly prayer J esus sald o

The Precxchers Muqazlne " '

ThlS,‘ e

“When he_was - .

And’ =

“Those that.thou gavést me I have
kept, and none of them is -lost, bhut’
"'the son of perdition; that the scripture;
- might be fulfilled” (John 17:12). Note -
. ---that Jesus here says that all of His’
- special twelve were given him-by the =
. Father—and that Judas was included
_ in_those that were thus given Him,
. And of Judas Chirist said, “Thine they .
" were, and“thou’ gavest them ma" (v,
6). ‘Christ said He. had: lost Judas—
“ - . how could He have lost Judas if Judas :
" had not. ()nee been one of His own"‘ :

But some.may’ say;’ What about the’

- dee]amtlon of Ie\lls concerning Judas, -
. “And one of° you is a devil, "gryas the
" Revised Version puts it, “is a demon”

“(John 6:70)? But. this can nnlv mean -

‘that Judas had- turned. ‘away. from
- Christ, and in so doing ‘had forfe1ted
~ his rlght to having his mme written
" patient with them, remembermrr that - .-
most of them have taken up: with this -

B doctrme because " they

in heaven for he. was one of “those

whom Christ. told to “re]mee, .beeause
~your names aré written -in- heaven

(Luke 10:20);'and had became a “son -
of per dltxon,” or “child of Satan.” You -

~ ~remember “that - Jesus - used, even :a
.,‘.stt_en_ge_r expression 10 Pe_tel,'
. 'thee hehind me, Satan”

, “Get
:(Matt. " 16:

":23). Surely. Jesus did not mean that. -
C Peter was Satan, or even that Peter

had allowed Satan to chater his heart
. but That Peter . was speaking: words
that Satan had’ suggested to him. And .
- if Judas-was a demon at'the time that-
. -Jesus chose him, how.could it be true -
. which was later spoken of him, “And"
- after’ the. sop; Satan entércd into him”
~(Johir 13:27).
-a demon he would- ‘have heen- pos<
.~ sessed -by" Satan .all the ‘time.
- :though Christ included Judas in‘the"
' group that He declared Had been giv- ©
- - ‘en Him by the Father. (John 17:12),"
. ‘and-in the group that. had their names )
: ‘written.In heaven (Luke 10:20), yet
- because . he. had the right to choose
_hls own' destiny;. in spite . of - all that -
_ Jesus could do, Judas ‘was lost.” The .
A ‘msplred Word says’ that efter HH
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‘If. he really had been’

- So;

- 25). -

de'ith “he went te hxs own plaee, and )
‘alsg that he went to that. place, not

: because he ‘was lost from: the begin-
. ning, but “by- transgressmn (Acts 1177
At least one eminent funda-’

mentalistBaptist preaeher, Dr. Wil- .

Jiam Ward Ayer Kas sensed this'iruth, -
‘and déclared that had J udas repented -

~as Petér did, and gone ‘to Christ for =

. forglvenecs, Christ would -have re- . -
‘ecived him "and saved hlm from a

sluelde s hell.

What then sheuld be our attxtude_ .
teward ihis theory. of eternal sceurity, '.
and toward the. men who.preach it? =
As was said in the hegmnmg, let us -

.appreciate “the ‘many - splendld Chrls-,'-

tian people, hoth ministers .and lay-

.“men; who hold: to -this. ‘theory, and - °

thank God for their sincerity and loy- -
alty to-the gospel.” Then, too, let us be

have' been |
taught this, and do not know of the -
‘miny scriptures that contradict it. Yet

after éxercising all* charity ‘we must -
“stick-to the Bible and its plain declara- -
~tions and not. ]et the sincerity or piety ..

of those who espouse it blind us to its -
dqnger ‘Do not be swept off your-feet
in' their meetings by the fervor of -

.these teachers, but famlharlze your- - -

-selves with: the serlptures ‘that warn
‘against this ‘theory; so ‘you can he!p n
‘others sec its falsity. and danger .

And let us not be so eagier to argue '

;'as we: are, .to festify to the ‘glorious:
"victory over sin,Christ has given: us.

We have sqmethmg better than .ton-

-tmual defeat and having to comfort

. ourselves ‘with the false hope .that we
cannot be lost ‘or the’ equally false -
idea that we. haveto’ live ‘a defeated:

life with Jesus having to cover our

sins" ‘with a ﬁetitlous robe "of some. .

“kind. Let us w1tness ‘to the world that

"God ‘can save us’ from sin and from -

sinning, and.can.cleanse our: henrts

from “all sin”" (I John 1 7)
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o A young Calvmlst in Austraha was f-
. tired of continual defeat in his efforts

-

to live a Christian life. The best his

" teachers could tell him was ‘that he
“* pever could live w1thout sinning ‘but

" that Christ was, hldmg all. his sins

" the recent war, W

. under- that fictitious _
- wauld not see them., In the Philippines -
. .a sanctified young-Nazarene soldier, -
-: recavering from m]umes recewed in:
was furloughed ‘and
- ordered home by plane, ‘By mistake -

“robe”

"’ .he was_placed on the wrong plané, so

" that. when_he landed -instead . of belng-_-_
" in America he found ‘himself ‘in Aus- .
" tralia, and’ that many weeks might
elapse before he-could get home. By -
. chance—no, it ‘was not’ chance, for
God had planned it—this young" man,_'
“Ted Hollingsworth; met.A.-A, Berg,
the young Calvinist of Australia, went -

»

* to.church with hxm, and ; witnessed to

- the reahty and power of holmess1 and
" Berg'sought and found the Holy Spmt :

i sanct1fy1ng power and entered the

life of victory. He too began witness- -
“ing and, though’ ostratized by hlS old
~ church acquaintances, lkept on. - Still"
.“other Calv:msts ‘both laymen and min-
‘isters ‘who -were “hungry -for a vic- -
‘torious Chrxstlan life, began to' enter:
- into this cxperience. And although .
~ .this was: but a few years ago, today.
" there is a fihe group of Nazarene
* churches in Australid pastorcd by
_ young men: who had been ' accepting -
- Calvinistic. teaching, hut ‘were tired.
i of the emptiness. of. eternnl security
-and its attendant theories. So. let us:-
. keep .on wﬂ;nessmg to the poWer of -
@ Christ who can save to' the .utter-
"“most, of sin as well-as the uttermost of -
' Etlme and cond:tmn _—

-In the hght of God’ Vwarmngs, con-

R sider the fearful danger in backsliding.

- Three incentives’ to fmthfulness are
. “given us in these scrlptures we have

" been con51der1ng - First, there is the:"
. loss. of the “great: recompence of re- -
ward " Next there xs ﬂashed before
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.s0 ‘He .

us . the red hght of. the dnnger ol" =
"eternal destruction. And third, if-you:
“dellberately" sin after you have been ’
born again, the. divine illumination will -
“vanish; the g:ft of ‘eternal life will be
‘gone, and the Holy Spirit will ‘toke
. His “departure :from ‘youx heart, ‘Apd -
what a fearful prospect for. eterrity -
_ %4 certain fearful looking: for of
_]udgment and fiery indignation, which -
‘shall.devour ‘the adversarles” (Heb '
o2my. - -t

Then look at the wxckedness of thls s
sin.. You have scorned the One who -

not only dled _on-the- cross. for you,

‘but who: came ‘personally ta you, for- .
_ givmg your many sins, working-in you Sl
 the mxracle of the new birth, and giv- -
.ing you the greatest.gift you can re- ;7
ceive, the. gift of eternal life. You not -
'only ‘have: insulted this. Saviour, but -
you have turned the Holy Spirit’ out - :
*of .your heart. -As the seripture we. L

have been studying’ puts it,” “hath

trodden under foot the Son of God' S
and “hath ‘counted- the blood of ‘the .

. covenant, wherewith_he ‘was ‘sapeti-, -
‘fied, an” unholy thing, and hath done " -~ " -
‘ dcsplte unto the Sp1r1t of grace” (Heb SR

'10 29).°

And. look at the' foolishness of .it. -~
You ‘are trading off eternal yalues,
“heaven and all its joys, and the glori- -~ -
. ous prospect ‘of living with Chnst for- - ..
. 'every for things that cunnot satisfy.© '«

The best-the. WOrlcl can give is but

. transient, -and fails to ‘satisfy. - Years ~ -
" ago a minepin ‘Colorado sold a mining =0 -
claim for twenty dollars to get money. - o
to satisfy his. thirst for -drink. - Yet
~later from that_claim were taken mil= -
" lions'in gold.. "Yet he was not so fool-~ -
. “ish as the one who sells’ his.claim on
" eternal life for the cheap, unsatlsfymg .
- things of- the world. L
“So.remember ‘God's warnmg not to S
A throw away your: faith, and not to go* -, 7. "
out from the- gloridus: pr:vxlege of bex |
ing a_child’¢f God down t6-a Christ~
less deathbed and into-a backshders S

‘l'he Pmﬂchor’n Muqaﬂ.na E

o ‘ hell. For l.f you die in rebelhon agamst
- the will of God and in rejection of .
. Christ's right to 'your heart and life,

-you can never enter heaven. If there
‘is.a place in heIl where anguxsh and

~ “remorse and woe. are more poignant:
o and intense than any other, the back-
~ slider .will find that- place
. much sorer pumshment suppose ‘ye;
‘shall be ‘he ‘thought worthy, who hath
- trodden under- foot the Sor of God,
‘and hath counted the blood of the’
_ covenant; wherewith he.was sancti-.
. .fied, an- unholy thmg, and hath done )
- .despite . unto’ the Spmt of grace""
- (Heb.10:29). -
. And you do.not need to backshdc."
S Christ has promised to give you “pow- -
.. er not to sin” (I John''3:9):

1Ot how.

l(And
they shall never perish, ne:ther shall

“: -any man pluck them out Of my, hand" ‘

(John 10:28),

_ 1In closmg, let me- appeal £ you not ‘
L to" go into. sin aftér Jesus-has saved’
“:you. There is no sorrow a iminister.-

- ‘can know that is ,deeper than when .

.- one of those. for whose souls he is re- -
-+ sponsible lets go of his faith and goes
“back into the night of sin, on his way"

" to "a backslider's .hell. . And yet my

‘'own appeal to you ought’ not to. have

- 50 great an influence thh you as the -
g call of the Sawour-—-an appea] from
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It means-your faith, but

_ If you .
~ . "will keep your faith in Christ “firmto ..
. 'the end” (Heb.-3:6), He’ will keep -~
* youw as a part of His house His true,
- -church, He' haspromlsed that He “will
- not suffer -you. {o" be tempted above -
" that ye are able, but will with-the
B ,tEmptatmn also:‘make’.a way to es-
, ‘cape.\that ye may be- able to bear it"-
RO (I Cor. 10:13). - He will keep you'in
. 'the midst of fiery trial (I Pet. 4:12,.
- 13).” As long as- you stay in the fold,
o Christ will protect you from the wolf
©.tland the thief. - ‘No' power 'can  take
~"1 you out of God's hand but your own
. deliberate will and - act. 'of rebellion,-
- "‘To the bellevmg Christian there is no .
. ‘more- precious. promisé’ than,

'were . neyver -

‘the One who loves you bcst and senses
your danger more than your pastor -
“possibly could. Listen to His appeal s
: And ‘again in the
words of “the text, “Cast ‘not away =
.. therefore 'your’ conﬁdence.

“Abide in me: »

_confidence"—what an inclusi

your faith-your hearf satxsfactlon

‘ and joy, your v1ctory, your ussurance, e
‘your hope-of heaven. If- you are-now
a-backslider do not let this false doc-.. .
trine of eternal securlty Jull’ you to
sleep {ill'you are. forever lost, but has- -
"ten back to the arms of a cumpasston-‘_

afe Savmur ‘For : the dake of the

“great recompence of reward,” for .
the sake of the Master who loves you - -

and is anxious to keep you from being

eternally lost, and for the sake of your -
“cast not- away .
_thercfore your conﬁdence -

I [N

own 1mmortal soul, -

Proble_ms in- the Growth ef a Sect o
‘inton Church © " ° .
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lng and have posmons of leaderslnp _

in-the church;

4. Lastly, we need a deﬁmte em-~ .
“second” " -
.~ work. of grace, ‘As- stated before, we,
© may- have the theory thhaut having
. the’ expemence -And if you' and 1
don't: possess it, how ¢an we. ever- ex-"
: “pect our people to seek it? A survey °
was sent out.to our pastors a few
-years’ ago,. -the full results of which -
dlsclosed “The facts -
~“showed that too great a percentage of - -
_our own pastors did not: preach the
gloripus gospel of full salvation.more
than once a'year.- If this éver rea,ches '

phasis’ upon holiniess as’ a

4 ‘majority in ‘our -church; we shall
losé -the sense of our mission., For

God surely. raised. us up for. one task
.and " that "alone—to -preach the doe-. "
trine of holiness.in all its. punty and
. power and to exempll.fy 1t in"-our

everyday hvmg
(Conlmued on page 3[!)
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“Ye Shall Recelve—Ye Shall Be

ByD L lewander

PR

Ir 18 perfectly natural that in. con—'_-
Llgidering a- study of the first four:

-chapters of the Acts my eyes would
fallalmost naturally upon theeighth
: “verse of the first chiapter. There is no™

question in my mind bt that this is

~ the key -which unfolds. all of the mys-

teries and supernatural ev:dences of
the Farly Church.. PSR

“In:this kinds of dlssertatmn, it 15,'
“necessary for-us to consider first of all-
‘the teaching of our Mastei upon the.

work of the Holy Spirit and to have an

. undenﬁstandizzg of that teaching which
" is revealed in th'é Old Testament as

‘well. - Thére is no pure understandmg

. upon’ the .subject of the Holy Spirit .

“unless we have hght upon' the place
“and. work - whmh is “peculiarly - His.

“Since . it is -mast. evxdent that the
. Church of Jesus Christ is in*almbst -

gross ignorance upon the ‘subjeet, it

-+ _is well for us to consider the subjectin -
- the Jight of the most practical investi-

‘gation: The second. consideration is.

" the words. uf the Saviour. as they are"

“thus committed to the. disciples,. who
were, momenhrlly so distressed and

humiliated. The final comlderatlon is -
~ based upon the practical results which
© were-in eviderice in the Early: Chur(,h -
“and- the renll-;tm attitude in’ whlch -

they éngaged m all practlcal per-
formances o

Let me lay: a..rfew baslc prmuples :‘:
upon which we can lay-the founda-:

tion. 'The “entire Seriptures is filled
-with the evidences of a divine work-

~ing.” No pure faith-in the absoluteneqs"

and perfectmns of God would mini-

- mize -or ignore the: teaching of the
; mu‘aculous ‘The valldlty of the Chris:

tlan testunony hes in 1ts spmtual po-

. '
Al '.A

tency‘ :
endcavored to “drown out” this most
basic doctrme of the Chrzst:an faith,
and it is convmcmgly true that the.

Cliirch - of “Jesus Chyist’ has not T—'
. profited By it The entire teaching of
Jesus' Christ is at least essentlally
_supernatural, Tt is difficult for me:to -
“undefstand ‘how anyéne can: derwe

faith in Jésus Christ excepting as there
is great {aith in the miraculous denion:

" strations of Christ. - It is the works of
Christ that were meant to reveal ‘His
deity. Jesus said,“Believe me for. my
~_very ‘work's .sake ” And then in His" "
B teachmg of the Holy Spirit, He made - R
“bold the:fact that these works were.to::
be reproduccd in ‘the lives of His dls-
" ciples -as He said, “Verily, verily, T
say unto you;-He that believeth on -
me, the works. ‘that T do shall he do

also; and greater works. than these

‘shall he . do;- “because ' I go- ‘unto ‘my, .
-'I‘ather" (John 14:12). The Chnst:an

life as Jesus presented it to us is.im-

i posslble excepting through the. opera- ‘ .
tion-of the Holy Spirit; and 'in"the. -
lourteenth, fifteenth, and -sixteenth .
: ch'npte:s of John, Jesus spoke at great .

lenigth. in. éxplaining the office- work'
of the Holy Spirit. A very s:gmﬁcant

Thc past decades have-_""

-

-

fact in this teachmg is :that. the Holy -

Spirit possesses’ divine - parsona]lty
Therecan be no" valid Christian -ex-

perience exceptmg as there’ is strong ..

belief in the Holy "Spirit a5 personl- f L
' ify. There can be no sincerity toward"
_ God unless we’ ‘possess the disposition’ - E
> of obedience to God, and.only the pat-"-.
. .tern.of God's salvatlon makes this pos-
. gible-through the divine personality of - -
the Holy Spmt Only ‘the Holy Spirit ©
" can cause us to be original in the theo-
N loglcal and Chmst:an sense. No work .-

Tbo Proachern Maquﬂnﬂ .';; L

" . ter we read,

- of God-dare. be' humanized or ration-
_-alized, and there can be no practical
. experience excepting as we know the
" Holy Spirit literally to- operate in. our’
. respective lives. :

1t is notewnrthy that Jesut; d:d not

.= produce these teachirgs in a mystical .
_form. ‘All of the teachings on the sub-

© - feet are 5imply stated and directive. -
- The person-of the Holy Spirit is de-

‘- scribed as the Comforter or Paraclete. .
- This “alengside of another” Person-:
s allty, Jesus most - certam]y revealed-’

to be in most. mtlmate and realistic

N relatlonshxp May Tasa fundamental.‘:
. <" basis “here’ point out  the practical
o methods upon which' the' Holy Spirit
is to operate. In the’ slxteenth chap-.".
“And when he is come,
- he will’ reprove the world of sin, and- -

. of righteousnéss, and of ]udf,ment' of

sin, because they behevc not on me;.

.--of! rnghteousness bet,ause 1 go.tomy,
" TFather, and, ye:see .m¢ no more; of |
e .]udgment because the prince. of this
- world.'is 1udged " The work of the
""Holy . Spirit is. to-reveal the: spmtual ’
*. [ and eternal factors which no human
" being bv his owh ‘powers. can under- .
stand.."In other. words, the work of .
~ -the- Holy Spmt xs to create an atmos-
R phere of God consclousness which w1ll
' so greatly. impress "the, md:wdunf as..
- to cause him: to sense his individual
responsibility before Gad. In ih:s fact,
_ theé sacial gospel, so-called,. is unable,
" to prodiice like results. ‘The purpose
" of the Holy Spirit-is to" produce or-.
“iginal .and 1nd1v1dm1 .conviction of :
" God; It is only this conviction which.
“can: produce a’ clear ‘demarcation ‘be- .
tween’ the- world-vxew and the God- ..
view. Philip' Brooks says: “The .doc- .
trine of the Holy Splrlt is a continual
"protest against -every constantly Te-
. " curring , tendency.” to: separate-.God ..
" from the ‘cutrent world.”. This-is a
" trug fact; however, the Holy Spirit re«
. yeals the “world” to us so that we-are
‘ attracted to the “better worldly v;ew

S Soptambar Oclobar. 1952

'--England has ‘this to say:
“lems of the' church ‘are never solved
by~ talkmg “about. them, -
“lems arise. out of fmlures We are

“acting as- though the only remiedy for
decline were method orgamzatlon,

“and | compromise;” '

~

F or mstance sm cannot’ be clasmﬁed

“and defined clearly on human assump-.’
“tions., It is God’s Holy Spirit who can
put His finger upon sin. The samé is -
- true’ of righfeousness.
‘caleulations and - understanding of
nghteousness are not valid excepting

as there is divine conviction of right-

* eousnéss. The work of the Holy Spirit
1is-thus to be always-a poesitive work’

which is stiperseding and above t‘he

'realm of human ethics. . -

. 'The late. Dr. Samuel Chadwxck of
“The prob—"

The. prub—

In the hlstory of ‘the Church it is
evident that there: is no logic which .

_producés greater conviction upon in- -

dwiduals than :the logic. which the

" Holy Spmt produces In the great re-
. vival upon our. Hawaiian Islands in’
1837, it is evident that the conv:ct:on )
“of the Hawaiians- was a godly con- - -
‘viction, -and the most ~phenomenal

revival was. produced because - indi- .

* viduals faced God individually: In
. re'ldmg the ‘accounts of the revival, I

arn personally convinced that there.

~ was nothing frothy or emotional, but
that"the -revival of that. day ‘was of
God. There is no- human exp]anat:on '
“ito the facts. ‘Hearts were changed and
_transformed -The convicting. process _
went ‘on withoutthe’ formal dlctates B

of human rationale.’
. Jesus gave’ full mstructlons 1o’ HIS

d:scxples concerning. the commg of the -

Holy Spirit, and called this. experience’
an enduement_“with- power .from on

high.”. It was a: clear promise from
God the Father, and in their assem-
bly in Jerusalem, although they were.
".quite ighorant of: what phenomena
. would take-place,: the believers knew
'. that the Helper was - 1o- come. In the -
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last chapter of Matthew Jesus stated'

« - that “all’ powei” ‘was in His command. -

~ . On the basis of that fact,.He gave the .
.. Great Commlss:on, whlch He "con-.

cluded *with- the .promise that He

. would ever be with them. The great _
L Aquerstlon that would’ naturally arise

in their minds was whether or not-the

~ "Holy Spirit could so mhab1t them'.
- that they could be forever eonsclous of
in -
" other words, was to make’ Jesus real
. to ‘the lndlwdual There can be no

His presence.. The ‘Holy Spirit,

Christian experience excepting as this

.is true. There carni be no realism inthe

Christian sense excepting as we kriow.
- Jesus Christ. intimately. Chr:stlamty
would ‘be- altogether in: the realm of
| 1 mystlclsm, incredulity; and hypocr:sy':
4. if this were not true. ‘The, problem " ¢
of the Church is to-produce this in-.:
- titnacy.. Concernmg this matter, Dr.
- . Oswald: Chambers has this to say:’
{ “The Holy Spirit is-not a Substitute. - -
] - for Jesus. The Holy Spirit is all that -
§  Jesus was, and all that Jesus is, made

real in personal, experxence now. “The

. Holy Spirit alone makes.Jésus. real,
_the Holy Spmt alone expounds’ Hls '
7 _cross, the Holy Spirit alone convicts
. of sin; the Holy Spirit alone does 1n'
- ‘us"what Jesus did for us."

The divine order at the blrthday f
B, of the Church was this: that the Holy
- - Spirit'was to-indwell the Church and
operate. mtrmsseally mstead of ex-
‘trinsically as ‘when before Jesus came.
8 . This mtrmsxcal operatmn ls always -
. personal ; S
. Fanaticlsm m Chrlstlamty always ‘
' --‘.enters into our churches as we en- -
i deavor
| - consciousness
e - mdlwduals to go on the basis of their
. five senses, It is'only the Holy Spmt
o that can produce a life lived above the -
- failures and weaknesses of man, ‘Only -
"He can give direction and pitrpose for .
‘God. - Only He can create an honest
and smcere llfe thh God All other

T L

~to . ‘produce a Christian-

-which still -

allows ',

patterns ‘are SUperﬁcial and’ rnsnieére
from’a theological point of view. We

as ministers are committed to the task - .
of making God- real in the lives of in-"

. dividuals; and the process. dare not -

- be human—it must be. spiritual.

The -two ecriteria and sthndards

. which had to be met by the coming of .-
the "Holy . Spirit whlc_h would. prové - .
in the theological - -
-sense are: (1) a standard of highest. ~
morality -and" sprrituahty, and (2) -0 T
_‘Christianity had to prove 1tself vahd: :

‘the “true Teligion”

-with resultant compulsron and - coms

_passion. - In the light:of these facts the. .

‘coming of the Holy Spirit produce

this in the-lives of the disciples?” Tt 2
~ most certamly .did.’ This “dynamus” L
- was not ecstatie, nor did it create hy- - -
sterla among the disciples. - The. phe-
- nomenon was perfectly ‘patural. The -
. Holy ‘Spirit’s coming brought them
*into perfect ease and into a sweet're- . .

lationship with Jesus Christ: This di-

vine enduement gave them grace to
“meet all of their" pr_oblems and diffi- -
"He prodiiced ‘a balance in - -
“theif character. The actions taken by -

- the dismples were sincere, “and'the re- .~
. sults beneficial. The umty was splen-
“did and not strained and impersonal.’ ",
The -order was divine,. The eternal "~
issues Were-always basxc, and the im-_

culties.

pact reached all classes of people.

St. Augustme commentmg on this .
‘verse says: “Therefore the Holy Gliost -
on - this. ~day--Pentecost—descended
into the temple of His apostles,. which R
“He had. 'prepared for Himself, as a,
. shower of sanctification, appearingno.. -~
. 'more as a tran51ent Visitor but asa’ . -

o The Praachor’l 'Magmlno .

S

. Holy Spirit had to be the Enabler; so.; .
‘that individuals could “produce ‘the™ .
-standards thereof The two words sig-"+ "
mﬁcant in’ this versé are the. words
‘power"” and “witness”—the power to_'

_ produce the life of God, and the com- " - -’
- pulsion . to propagate the gospel of
cGod. . -, ‘
The questlon before us 15, -"Dld the-':-'-'

perpetual Comforter and as an eternal
Inhabitant: He came therefore on this

‘day to His dxsclples, no: longer by the

o=

- ~ more outstandmg graces of the Early

‘grace. “of. vlsltat}on and. operation but

by the very presence “of His ma;esty
“Let us quickly .note some’of the

1 Then' sincere unity and fellow-

) ship—"and -they continued stedfastly.

in the apostles “doctrine and fellow- ,

~ ship;’ and Lin breakmg of bread and m

- , prayers

) __'thls verse also ‘suggests as well as.

2. ‘Their" system of regularxty wh:ch

. - verse 46; “And- they, contmumg d'mly

: "“had all things commuon.”. (Certainly
" it'can be said at this pomt that there -
- can be no vahd:ty in Christian-experi-
" ence excepting as our sincerity ta Je- -

© - with'one. aceord
3. We note. thelr dwme sense of .
: ".-godly fear, “And fear carmie upon
" every soul. -

4. We also notice ‘a’ smcere com—
munal interest econom:cally—they

- -7 sus Christ is just as real pertmmng to-

‘5. We notlee that the Holy Spmt

' .‘.A’-V"enduement did produce evangelism,
. for they. reported and w1tnessed “from _

- house to house.”

"6, “Their sincerity- is. revealed by -
- these words,: “did ‘eat ‘their meat wnth :
" gladness and singleness of heart.’ "
© -1 Their sanity and honesty are exr -
Lo pressed in the: vmrds “havmg favour'
" with all'the people.” "

:'8. Their humility. was® in ev:dence

by the. words “praising God.” And

“‘the evidence of all. these graces pro-:
» " .duced a militant, actwe, and spiritual-
" church that will vie with any church
~in Chrrstendom today,. for “the Lord .
' added ta the church dmly such as.
should be saved,”

It is my personal conwctmn that any

: church that bases. its doctrmes and' -
o SaptemhorOctobcr. msz

- dividuals.” !
,,teachlng of the Holy Spirit'they are

.teachlngs upon tlus standard w:ll suc-
‘ceed. in " spiritual ©and. numerical.
“strength, The churches that perpetu-
. -ate on the basis of this teaching sarie- .- -
ly have never needed -to. close ‘their
“doors, and. this teaching produces the
“highest order of Christian- logic 'and .
- conviction that.can be’ produced.” It

is this doctrine that lays the founda- -
tion so that” mdwxduals can. under-

* “stand the 51mp11uty which is in Jesus .-
‘Christ: It is this teaching which still -
‘brings Strength and life to the church- -

es of Jesus Christ today. “When in-" .
understand well- the

on the most-solid ground. spmtually, o

'omotlonally, and intellectually. Chris--

tianity " does . not then need to. be
theorized; for it is a- revealed Chris- -

tianity. The doctrine ‘of God explained .
-an_the basis. of the teachmg of the .
g "Tr:mty is needed in‘our day, and'itis -

my honest conviction that a’ true re- -
vival is: forthcoming' upon these is-
lands among ministers. and churches _
who are likeminded, for there is no

E ) ‘God ‘excepting as
. personal sacrifices as the sacrificés we sincere approach  to- pting

- would make for ourselves or for one
-another) o

there is. ‘willing obedience to follow

-~ *the will of God-by a full SUrrender tc

‘the Eternal Spmt

The howhng storms of infidelic ra--
tionalism.“ have hurled  their falsity -

_“upon the Chr;st:an Church for many .~

d year now.. In. its trek it has left .
only a dwarfed and withered church

- devoid. of the" Spirit . of truth. Dr.

‘Chadwick, in his. book’” The- Way to

Pentecost has this. to say:” “The mo---
. rass of speculation -about the Bible
" takes no account of “the-Holy Spirit."
Tt regards msplratlon as negligible, -

‘and Insists upon’ interpreting Re--
vealed Truth by no standards save“
those of. history and litérature,” Mir-
“acles :are condemned "without” trial.”
Prophecy is _ dismissed without - in-
' qunry Revelatlon is 1gnored w1thout A
reason )

(Contlnued tm page 40)
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Dlvme lmperahves in Hebrews
ByR A Kerby

I THE Br-:mc or Gen

The proud’ and sinful- heart of man_ :
has always been slow to acknowledge -

the fact of his great need. Nowhere

~and for obvious reasons, has- this tardl-
" ness. been more apparent than in the.

area of his greatcst need, which is the

. - dbsolute necessity . for ‘the -voice: of .
s authority, The Bible cair-be presented .
". as a book of classic’.wisdom, as .a pra-.

. moter. of somewhat vague “spiritual

values,'— or.as a source 'book of-elo-

- quent speech without stirring much

.. opposition. But once let'it be pre--
“‘sented in its true character as the ut- -
terly authoritative Word-of ‘Ged and:

) 'Mlnlstn’, Pueblu, Cnlorado

&
ey

immediately the native rebellion of

*. . the human heart is profoundly stirred,
| This is the true téason and,
' final -reéckoning; the only reason for' -
;. the widespread unbelief which is cast-
‘ing its sullen shadOWS over the moral’
. landscape today.  Perhaps the great-
est test that can come to the Christian -
. “today, either layman or public pro-
o _vclmmer of this Word, is.that of stand:
= ing steadfastly- by the :Divine
- Revelation through
goOd report:”

“avil report and

~The grent Epistle to the Hebrews

-written expressly to conﬁrm the early‘
disciples -in the faith, is markeéd by
_ three -
:-_hke towering mountampeaks, domr-
nate the entire landscape This trio of -
‘proposrtions group themselves natur--
- ally around ‘the three Persons of the.
% "Trinity, - The inspiréd writer: of this
. epistle declares that we mtst have
i+ faith in the being and herieficence: of -
,'God in, the atomng work of the Son'

“divine’ 1mperatxves ‘which,

30 (308)
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The climate.of unbelief
;- is'so pervasive the enticements-of un-
.~ belief so persuasive; that many faint .
in then- minds and give up’ the battle ,

- their fall:

_punishment.

af God and in, the sanctifymg work of_ i
the Spmt of God. Inspiration declares L
-that “without”. this faith;it is impos--~" .
“sible to p]ease God, receive remission.
of sin, or to obtam the fitness to SGe'-

" God in, peate It is to the eproratlon _
rmperatwes” that .this ar-
~ticle is now directed. '
- One of. the imost. alarmmg thoughts-"" »
that tan’ come to.the thinking mind - & -
" today is that opén’ and_]mhtant god- - .
. lessriess .is now in control of a great . "
- portion of “this earth. This condmon' L
_finds its center’ in Russia hut i isbyno. . - -
“means confined to that unhappy land."
Thg tentacles ‘of- open -unbelief in a ™.
are’ -réaching out -
: through all the garth and’ brmgmg un-;

of tl)eSe

Supreme.” Being .

told misery and confusion in every

realm of life.."The. world is finding out -
““the hard way- that- the displeasure of ~ =
its Creator “antl Sovereign - is-a very i
Mlhtary_:
budgets are rending large holes in the, o
money  bags, of the world, and the -
..end is not even in. 51ght ~
“delicate and binding family ties are
" being forever sundered, Ieavmg brok-"
en hearts and utterly confused ‘minds”
7 throughout the entire fabric of so-
ciety. : Instltutlons which have W1th- _
“stood - the storms of centuries are.now .

. toppling- all about us while-we stand -~
* by and are utterly helpless to prevent: .-
Several millenniums. ‘ago "~ .

- Job' declared, “He is wise,in heart, -
~-and. mighty - in- strength ‘
~hardened ~himself against him; .and
hath prospered" ' A-search of the en-
tive range of hlstory will not reveal '
“'one¢- case where either an individual .
S preg-group, reSISted God and- escaped - .
By one:means.or an-- |
other God always manifests - His "di- S
.. vine: dlspleasure ‘towards those who R
o 'harden themselves agmnst Him. - '

_tribulation - indeed.

Tho Proechors Maqozlnn -
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The- most .

who hath'

e P g b N

.. This disbelief in the Being and be-

. “neficence of God is the true origin and
-"'msplratlon for communism and- all
.- other godless philosophies whxch to-
“day have seized the political initiative

and- are’ turning the world -into an
urmed camp.- Therefore, .all schemes

2 of- betterment which ignore God, no
. .matter, how brilliant the mmds whlch
.- ‘promote theni, will sooner or later,"

and. more -likely . sooner than later,

" come to ‘utter frustration and impo-
“tence.. The. dlspleasure of God is the
" preatest factor :in the downfall of all -
- civilizations which have gone the’ way . ,
dl‘i\- One of the. great curses under whlch o
- Amerita labors today is.the presence
of those. who' use. their’ great religious’ -
prominence: to heap scorn. upon. the
‘Christ of God: Without doubt this is -

of . all the earth. Though this:
pleasme often operates behind  the |

Scenes and is not-apparent to the eye, 5
- still it is the force before which every -
* human. head - must bow. Statesmen .
" may, plan, politicians may fawn,.and .
‘-demagogues may rave; but- if ‘they
. do rot’'take God into account all their’
e p]annmgs fawnmgs and ravings soon.
- ""aye hushed and the Eterrial God stands
. . forth.in ]udgment as-the Great Dis- .
. poser of events,: the Lord of Time and -
", "King of Eternity. And thus does hui-
- man history with its lights and its .
o shadows, its joys and its sorrows; -its
'raptures and its ruptures, declare -4in -

tories of solemn and abiding’ authonty

'this divine imperative, “Without faith. *
it is impossible- to-please. him: for he -
“'that cometh to God must believe that

" he is; and that-he is a rewalder of
. =them that dﬂlgently seek him.™

_IL -‘TuE SoN. OF Gob-
‘ The second imperative in Hebrews

- advances a step’ and demands not. only.
“belief in the being of God but also de-
. ‘mands a true belief in the atonmg

' ~work of HIS Son . The sad fact is, that - :
“there .are numerous individuals and -
even. world-celebrated rehglous lead-
' ers. who' profess ‘beli¢f in 'God: while
~ igrioring ‘or even openly opposing the

precious atoning-death of His’ Son, .

. Jesus -Christ; our. Lord.. Christ s
L gwen some smail place as the great

iz Septembor-October. 1952
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teacher, example, or- even martyr

while the real import of His death is
- carefully. explained away It is.of -
" more than passing note that there
seems to be a short and well—traveied
path between the .camp of this group.
~and: the ‘camp. of" those 'who openly .
deny God 'and ‘are planmng to take-: -
‘over. the world in the name.of their -

father, the devil. "A study of the de-

" vious' political affiliations of many of-'."
“the- leading modernists of the day wrll

:reveal many -of - these, “wolves®
-sheep's: elothmg,” trottmg back’ and
~forth'in this very path,

‘one of the great contrlbutmg factors
to"the trouble which we are nowin.
~As- this attitude spreads throughout

the various . channels of church and
“school-and takes hold upon the ‘gen:

eral pubhc God's wrath towards us as

a* pation - must’ of "necessity become.
“more and more aroused and, intense. -
"It does not mattef one. whit what: may -
be the. culture, learnmg, or station’of -
the one who dishelieves in- the aton~. -
“ing work of Christ.’ As "wnthout shed:

* ding .of - blood is' np remission,” that "

lndwulua] is.a gullty, hell- deservmg'- :
sinner. This “divine imperative” ‘will - .

stand no. matter what the’ Calmtes of

o thls or ahy other day may say. -

* There ‘are. great mysterxes ,sur- -
roundmg the . Atonement which the .
mmd of .man_eannot penetrate Fven
the “angels. desire to'look into" these. -
- things, but we are not told that even .
their. searching gaze .brings -full un- -.
- derstanding: - But ‘of “one thing we .

may be blessedly and -forever assured

of, and that is:. If. God could have pro- -
.vided atonement for a guilty race other .
than. through the Cross, He- sur e]y :
" would have spared His Son-the unut- "
terable agony and shame of that Cross.'-._

(acm al
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- -jection of this sécond divine impera- -

The very fact that 2 God of mﬁmte '

- wisdom;,-love, and power “spared not
his own Son, but deliveréd him up-for

us all,” 'proves beyond any peradven—,

- tureof a doubt that if any other means,
~would have sufficed God would sure-

1y have employed those other and less

painful ‘means.” In' the light’ of this,

' :'what biase wickedness. is displayed by _
" those who in the name of culture and‘

..advancerment. ‘heap ridicule upon the
thorn—c1owned head ' -of the dying-

..~ Lamb of God!" It should ; glve serious
‘‘pause’ to us all: to. realize that even

~_"the dying prayers. of. Jesus - for for- -

giveness for the Jewish natlon did not
‘lg.old back:divine Judgment in'the per- -
! - son of the Roman army,from destroy- .
ing their Temple .and city. when they.:
. persisted - in the:r -unbelief and 're-

‘sistance -after Jesus’ deity- hiad been

B clearly demonstrated by His resurr ec-’
' - tion -and the shedding forth of the .
Though Jesus. prayed,-

Holy Spirit. °
« “Forgive them,” the Apostle Paul de-

. clared by ingpiration a few deeades

o 'later “Wrath is:come’ upon them

o I we- but had eyes {o see, we would
" -inore fully understand that the..re-

~“tive.by a large segment of our hation .

% .the very factor responsnble” for: -

many of -ouf personal family, social,

financial,: and naticnal ills which now -

sorely -threaten to engulf us. If .we -

~ - would  but ¢onsult the Word of God, -
.- rather than our- sentiments, we. would - R

“be made clearly tp understand ‘what "~ .
. The- third ‘and final dwme 1mpera~"f L
twe under consideration’ js that of the . - -
sanctifying. work of the Holy. Spmt of. .
God, Just as a thorough-and sincere: '

" our attitude towards false’ teachers
- should. be., While mamtammg a per-

' - .sonal atutude of love and compassion, =
" .we must not give them even the slight-

. - est officigl encouragement or endorse-
' “ment, -“If there comé any unto you,

" dnd bring not- this doétrine [the deity
‘of Chr:st], receive him not into your
- house, neither bid- him ‘God -speed:

i for he that biddeth him God speed is’

. partaker of his evil deeds.” The Apos- -
tle Paul warns the brethren- et Rome

s, 0 csoa) L

:_ er darkness still,
»mentioned one keeps the hungry soul ..
forever- reaching out for. the peace - -
which forever eludes it. .If.the mul-

fences contrary tb the doctrine whlch

#a have learned; and avoid them. . For -~ =~
* they ‘that are such serve not cur-Lord - -
Jesus Chrlst but their own belly; and .- -
by good words and fair. speeches de- "
ceive the hearts of the simple.” . © o0
Many and varied are.the methods .-
used by the multitudes.in attempting- b
‘to gain surcease from a reproaching.
 conscience. - These - methods vary all " :
_the .way from wallowing in the tav- .
‘erhs to cohsulting * ‘counselors” which - -
“are’springing up like mushrooms all
aver . the :nation. The first of these ~

methods plunges the seeker into deep-

‘titudes would but. apply: to that Christ
of ;whom Tsajah prophesiéd,

- helpless - smners good”"

Smn"'?
XL ’I‘m-: SPmIT OF Gon _i

behef in- the being and . beneficence

-of God must and will include beliefin =~ '
-the atoning work of His Soh, so-a true -
faith in the Son of God must and will "
- embrace a’ deep -reverence for and
_-longing after the sanctifying: work of -
the Spirit of God. We must never for- .
get that the great plan’ of salvetmn .

Tha Pmochau Maqoth '

about this same clo.ss of teachers:
“Now 1 beseech you, brethren, mark *
“them which’ cause divisions and of-. -

‘while. - the -last- -

they
‘would find-in" Him that wonderful .- .
‘Counselor, that -eternal’ patenthood, -, .
- andthat abiding. péace and-inerease’ -
for- which their distracted souls Jong. -
How long will- it’be until the world - -
realizes that “none but Jesus can do -
How. long
will it be that what. further travail -
. will the human family have to under- -~
. go before it confides in and obeys this.
- second divihe .imperative, that “thh- e
“out sheddmg of blood is no remls--

s composed of triths and factors
~* which_“shineth more and more unto
. --the perfect ‘day” of deliverance from -
o nll known and therefore w1llful sin.

. It is small wonder that our day is,
. one of such deEp sorrow when we re- '
- .~ flect that a great portion of the globe .

is~ dominated- by open . godlessness; .

. _"that -Other mllhons who- declare be-
.~ lief in one true ‘and hvmg God' deny
.+ the true atoning mission of His. Son;
-, ;‘and,” as though this were ‘not" dire . -
L_:'_.';enough -other” millions who declare.- "
. “belief in’ the being of  God-and. the .
" atonihg work of His Son- ass:duously

use the very cons;derable means at

, __t_hen_' disposal to negate the, pecul_nar
.. .mission 'of the Comforter, which:is -
~» primarily .a- sanctifying one. It isas
" puzzle beyond the -depth of human

.+ reason to fathom how and ‘why mien.
" .. can wax so eloguent-on these first two
. lmperatwes while either passmg by
.. in forbidding silence or coming out in’

" open warfare against the authonty of-

- “the third one. Every effort that schol-

-, arship or- ecclesiastical - posmon can.
. “procure is directed toward the ‘un-’
. holy objective -of ‘emiptying “this im-:
. ’perative of its true. meaning and

" autherity. . In the. final inquiry which -
_shall compass:land -and sea, much if.
- ;not all. of this. conflict. against in--
 “wrought heliness will be seen to ‘be

~  but the carnal reactlon to the min-

. istry of the Spirit of Light as He di-

" rected the searchllght of Deity into

., the,unclean’ condition of the unsanctl-, '
- ﬁed heart.- A .
CA cnndld exammat!on of this po-

~ sition under consideration will reveal - all sin,” In fact, he that hUmbly and
- .. that, while it renders great and glow-
" ing “tributes to" all .of the ob]ective,'

" -features of the gospel, it will “weasel-
“word” its way around those features
‘which atre “personal;
_trinsie, and practical. ;
“-with all of its cunning in denying the
"_‘,atomng work of ‘the Son of God, can- -

' deny the wholly-sanctifying work of .-
the Spirit of God: The most pointed
and luminous seriptures, ¢ such as “The ..
" blood of Jesus Chnst hIS Son cleans- ..
" ethi us. from all sin,” .
such an unholy fashion as .to leave -
the individual confessedly . unclean:.”
while strenuously declaring that the -
"“cléansing” so: “¢learly “and blessedly,"'
' promlsed upon “certain speelﬁed con- *
"dltlons is ;after all. only
' posntxonal” and such like.

-

mwrought in=
‘Modernism,

_not exceed tlus group in 1ts efforts to .
| K Boptembor-Oclober. 1952. b I '

‘wrested.

L L3

This scheme of

Christ”; as " their Substltute.‘

precious bload. of Christ in such a tri-

.-.umphant mariner as to. actually, per- -

sonally, -and mherently cleanse “from

"-“successfully urges his agohizing - plea
“for cleansing and testifies to the same

is classed as liarin - whom the truth has

‘ho place. ‘Would to God that men who
"are .carried away - with. the echo .of
X theu’ own vaices. and-the heat of their:
own imagmatlons would stand -still *
long enough to hear this word of the-
"Lord' “For God hath ot called usun-.

laua) nai.

-are wrested in .

3ud1c1al "o '

The great and unSpeakable tragedy
in all this-is that. men. of great influ-
‘ence are denying the posmbxhty of the.
Lstabhshment of the holiness of God, °
" as-mediated by His Son - and, mmls-_'"
tered by His Spirit, in_ the, souls of -
_men: who shall very shortly stand -in
solemn array before the unveiled-face -
“of Infinite Holiness.:
in erpretatnon becomes a .
-veritable will-"o-the- -wisp to those who |
set aside the meonitions and call of the " .
: Spirit of God to a holy heart and life -
~ ‘and recline in.ecarnal security while .

the ]udgment of the sin-hating God -
“comes on apace. Heaven, that. holyf-‘.

place. into which' nothing :which de-’
- fileth or maketh- unclean shall, upon:’
the oath of God; ever enter, 1s freely
- promised’ 1o all those. who ‘accept
This -
.. most ternbly misnamed -eternal se- -
* curity is offered to the millions upon

“the basis- of & scheme which denies -
the power of the Spirit to .apply: the

g
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:to uncleanness, but unto hohness. He
" therefare that despiseth, despiseth not

" 'man, but God, who hath a]_so glven

‘unto us his holy ‘Spirit.”

‘The. burning, searchmg, probmg
question which' arises- out of this dis-

- cussion is, “If. God be the: Author of
. these three 'dwme 1mperat1ves in'He-

- brews, can any man or group. of men’
expect ‘eternal fehc:ty at God's right

"hand - whilé res1st1ng any one of the

© three?” Let every man answer thls'_
- question before God in the quiet of -
"his prayer closet with -the Word. of
*God open hefore; him.  We venture to -
" declare that in such a moral situation,
- the. Spirit of God will gloriously im- -
“prove the occasion to. write all three.
-of these imperatives upon the heart’
in’ letters of living light ‘and blazmg L

gIory. The Father who created us in

, holiness, the. Son who died. to restore
~us to this glorious estate, will ill the - ‘_ '
atmosphere ‘with- heavenly fragrance, ‘
“and holy power as the Holy Spn‘lt thus _
. . instructs and indites. " -
_' " As we are lwmg in an age whlch is "
without .doubt w;tness:ng the’ ﬁnal_'.
and cu]mmatwe work of Satan-in his
.. _efforts to damn the: ‘race and, sink the "
‘world in blood, -then ‘it must needs
follow that if we .are successfully to~

- " cope with - this" adversary ‘we must

A
Ty

* ‘have in personal experience and teach- 2
' ing authority the final and- culmmatWe; I
- work of the Godhead, which is thé’

- sanctifying fullness of “the Spirit.

'Therefore it is plain. to be seen that
" this third imperative was. p'laced in .
the “Word of God: because it- is, in
‘starkest fact, a “redemptional impera: .
. tive” and’ thus can be resisted only at _j

':' the peril of the soul.

. With these three lmperatwes din-
view, the, true. gospel minister; in"
" either pu]pxt or pew, is called upon not
"only.to’ withess to the ‘being and be-"
"neficence of God angd the atonmg work -

- of the Son of God, but is also called

-~ upon to declare openly and in the face '
' % (312) - ' '

“of the sun the mlghty, wholly—sanctl- o

~ fying, empowering work of the Spirit . .
*'of God. If at any point he wavers and
- “turns back from declaring all that the - -
- Spirit of God has revealed to Him -~
- through the Word, he -will bring. upon
himself awful soul- darkness and ¢on- -
fusmn He must- -aver, tiot only per- ..
:sonully but-in his ministry to others, -
“follow. the Lamb whithersoever.te -
goeth. " If he is,to “serve the present . -
- age” and stand in peace at last before.
“his-Maker and his God, he must stead- -
fastly - declare 'to: all, whether they .-~
hear. or ‘whether they forbear, this
" third and final imperative in Hebrews, '
“Follow peace with all men, and holi- .. |
-ness, without: wh:ch no man shall see" SRR B
~the Lord e R :

3 Problems in. the Growth ofa Soct
~ intoa Church -
(Contmucd ;'rom poge 25)

7 You and I have ‘a great heritage s
We look back over a denomination, We - -
- dare . not fail in this. our_hour, We. -
need not fail! - Stated in the words of - °
our founder, we will not fail when we
“keep the gloty down” on the altars of s
our sou]s and on the altars of our'_, o
'chureh : -

Ty

) (Con.ttnued from: page 18) .

“cell. All -about was the rmdmght of

despa:r “The light of hope. had- gone
out. . No man cared for his soul: -

‘Then, ‘he found- himself praymg As. -
_ he tells it, the unexplicable happened.. "
Out of hlS darkness there appeared. '~ ¥ .
“the light, a light not 'seen onland-or - -

sea—"the light of .the knowledge of

'God- in the face of Jesus Christ.” He.
_had come. From that hour, his de- -
-, pression’ hfted New hope was born o

Ltfe had a meaning.

"He had not’ found the truth-—the
. truth as 1t isin. Jesus Chrxst had found' ‘
'_'hxm ' : . .

PR

iy

Hnlfway to Pentccost S

*

_ Tbo.Pre_o_che(a Muqﬁifnﬂ . -

.-

Sy

Prayer and Your Problems

Anon

greater meaning than prayer.

" Those - who have entered into the
- -realm. of - cominunion -with’ God have
. found. jt the ‘source’ of spiritual .Jife -
. and’ vntallty It.i§ in prayer that the
~_ spirit of man’ finds - anchorage and sta- -

~ bility.-. A~ failure to explore ,the po- .
" tentialities -of . prayer results in a‘

j-,shrmkage ‘of spmtual life, .

.- ".The benefits and blessmgs of | prayer

may be received. wn‘.hout ‘understand-
- ‘Many have-
" failed to pray_because of intellectual -

ing all its mysteries.

problems that_arise in the: realm of

- prayer. ‘These have thought that all

- questions - relating to . prayeri should -

. be answered before praying is begun, .
" -Such persons seldom -enter into a

) ‘meamngful prnyer experlence Prayer

_is iorean exercise of the heart than
~-of the mind, It ‘would - be unwise for-
~ . us'to refuse the blessings of electrzcity
- simply because we do-not have a clear
 understanding .of the sc1ent1ﬁc _prin-
_ciples-underlying its use; It is just as .
. unreasonable for us to refuse accep-' .
" 'tance of the blessmgs of prayer when
.o certdin ‘mysteéries concerning it re-
*.© main unanswered. .Reasons’ of - the
~ heart'can be ultlmately more convine-’
S ing. than the evidences. of reason, .-

% "It should be said’ that prayer defies .
' ..,'deﬁmtwn It is as indefinable as life .
. itself. This' fact, however, should not._
. '-dzscourage us, - because the hlghest ‘
~, . realities always rise above the compe-
" tence of 'the human mind.” Men ‘have
. -unnecessarily obstructed their spirit-
. ual'vision because of a false eoncept“-
. of 1 the. mind’s capac:ty

.+ While prayer cannot- be deﬁned lt
i "can be ;llustrated Mamfold ﬂlustra-

'Permlulon to puhll:h fmm m Home Blhle Study Luqur, .

i Mounu[n Viw. c:llfomll

) Seplamher-Octobor. 1952

“prayer life is. barren. -
‘ without prayer is like a human skele-
- ton without flesh and-blood and mus- -

cle. - Prayer provides: a -spiritual -

-

o No PMVILE:GE granted to man 1s of t:ons amphfy and’ clarlfy the mbnnmg
.-of prayer. They let in streams of hght
,-.wh:ch ‘show its -beauties in clear out-

line.. Prayer ‘is the -opening . of the

heart’s door. to the influence of God's.-
.promptings. It is allowing the Spirit. - -
"Behold 1 stand at the -

‘ door, and knock: if’ any man hear my . .
vo1ce, and open the door, I will come -
.-in to him, and will sup with him, and -

“he with me". (Rev 3:20).. To'pray is

1o ,come in.

to allow oneself to be found by God.

When one is willing to be found.by -
God, ‘he is less allured by the low.
persuasions of the flesh.” God is al-:

‘ways willing to brmg ‘blessings to His .
* children, He does not need to be made - -
“willing: Prayer is taking hold of God's .
; wxllmgness to help those who are wxll-

ing to receive help.

_In a réal sense the best prayer thot

“we can offer 1o God'is our own help- . .

to help ourselves is the river bottom -
down which God_ can send high tides
of blessing. Abrahain meo]n said: “T° -

" 'havé ‘been driven, many. times to' my

knees by the overwhelming. conviction *

- thatI had nowhére else to go. My own
~wisdom; and ‘that of all about me; ..

e

. léssness, _An tnfaot_appea_ls most suc- .
" cessfully to’ its mother because of its’. -
need.~ The: helplesshess itself: is the
prayer. “A recognition of our mab:hty',

seemed. msuftncxent for that day.” Ef-'©

“fective - praying is human’ weakness :

castmg itself ‘upon divine strength. .

Splrltual discernment and’ sens:t:ve- -
“ness are 1mpossﬂ)le without prayer.
What the optic nerve is to the eye,

‘prayer is to. -the Christian life. Our

 spiritual vision is dimmed because our .
: Chnstlan‘

R
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telescope through wluch we can look_ E
into the deépth of splrltua! realities, --
It is through prayey alone *that. we .

.can enter into’ the wdl and pulpose of;

- God . ,
A slxteenth-eehtury mystu. " has
'said, “Prayer is. not to nqk what we -

‘ w1sh of God, but what’ God wishes of

" Too often ‘we pray:in a way which-
would lead: men to believe that. God -
was under obligation to obey us. Gen: -

" ‘uine. prayet: ‘would ask -what" God.

sense . ‘desires to find thé will..and.

o guldance of God for. human” exper:-
- . ‘ence. “Our capacity for- discernmeiit;is-
" . meager - and " limited. Tennyson h'lof

‘said: ““Prayer is like openmg a sluice’

‘between” the great ocean and our lit- .

tle channels, when the sea gathers. 1t-
~ self togethel ‘and flows.in at- full tidel

. Prayer is’ ‘a sure. refuge for a dis-

‘ ,,turbed ‘and troubled spirit. Tt-ig’ this’

refuge that is so clearly illustrated by
the psalmlst “My soul, wait ‘thou
.only upon God; for my expectation ,15

from him. He. on!y is my rock and my .
: .salvatlon he is my defonee, 1 shall ~
_ not 'be moved. In God'is my salvatxon'_

. and my g]ory the roclof my strength(
J'and. my refuge, is in God. Trust jn:

_ _'hlm at.all times; ye people,. pour out .-
your ‘heart before him: God i is a ref- .

uge for us” (Ps. 62:5-8).

' Often we hear the questlon; “Mustr
1 agonize in prayer to.rceeive’ what I
~need?”. Many have the. concept that!

 prayer is a struggle with God to make

. Him ready to release what we s6 great- .
-entirely surrendered They must do . .

- the, work that presents itself, appro-= .. .
priatirig the abundanceé of “the grace = i
-of ‘God which is prom1sed to all who' :
“ask-in faith. -~ LT
. Jacob “had the mlutaken 1dea that Tl
God’s blessing was available through_. T
' humdn_;strugg]e .God found it neces-
sary to iricapacitate’ Jacob physically’
hefore Jacob could learn that it was
not human ef‘r'ort ‘but human sufren-.

* The Proochar’s Moquzlna '

‘ly need: This.is. truly ‘a ‘parody. on

" God's character, Praying is nota bat-
tle .to' make ‘God  willing, Phnlhps
- Brooks has truly said: “Prayer-isnot-
conquering God's reluctance, but tak- .
- -ing hold.of God’s wﬂhngness - The
i willingness of God is cIearly shown by’ .
" the words of Jesus:: “For ‘every one

that - asketh. 1eceweth and he -that

seeketh “findeth; - and to -him.. that :
= knocketh 1t shall be opened If a son

88 (314) .

shall ask bread of :anuy. of yeo‘u_lthat is a

“father; will he give him a stone? or'if ..

‘he ask a fish, will he for a fish give him

a serpent? orif he shﬂll ask an egg,

- will he offer. him -a scorpion? If ye
then, being evil,. know how to give
‘good gifts unto . yout: cluldren how

“'much more - shalI your .heavenly \Fa- .

~ther give the Holy Spirit to them that. -

ask him?" (Luke 11; 10- 13)..

"Too many have exploded thcmselvcs R
‘,toward God _in- prayer by - physmal'
"_Wlshes of us.. Prayer in the hlghest "=;t1.nn and 1nte1nal eompulsmn The‘. ]
moon cannot. reflect on a restless.sea, -~ :
nor is.it possible for God to reflect His . .7 3
‘peace upon a st:amed and restless
-mind and body, Reeeptnnty is'a state
of relaxation.and trust. “He. maketh .
me to lie: down in ‘green pastules he”
“leadeth me beside the ‘still Avaters” - .
: (Psa 23:2), “Be still, and. know that + ~ {.
1 am God” (Psa. 46 10) “Be careful | -5 "1
for "hothing; but in ‘every . thing by~ .
‘prayer.-and supphcatlon with thanks-
{ giving ‘let your- ‘requests be made”

lcnown unto God” (Plu] 4:6) .

blessing they ]ong for, -Self must be

gy eaie kAt g L e A e

T - decisions. They say:
i would give an external. answer to
.show what should be done!”: “They .-

: B I bat 1ally:.
A WoH-lmown Chustmn wrlter ‘has have  pr qyed for, signs, but usually

written: 0 how many lose thenchest.,:-- N
ble‘;qmgq that God has in :store for -
~them in health' and splrltual endow- | .
"ments!. There-are many souls who "+
swrestlé for specml victories and special ...
blessings thaf they may. do some great ..
"‘,‘thmg To " this- end - they are always’ .
feeling that they must make an ago- -
“nizing stiuggle in prayer and tears. ... | -
"All"the -agonizing, all the .tears and-
“struggles, will not br:ng themn the .

",'-‘_A'know His’ will?” o
Jesus had muth to ‘;ay Lonoemmg;
~_those who: sought external, outward.
: ,ewdence His usual message is one of .
" rebuke for those who seck- signs. “A:
wicked -and . adulterous. generatmn:‘
" . secketh after a sxgu” (Matt. 16:4).. To"
.. Thomas, who' sought a physical veri- -
"~ fieation, Jesus: s'ud “Thomas, because -
"~ thou hast seeén ‘me; thou hast beheved
. “blessed are they that have not 'seen,
v "and yet Have beheved" (John 20:29)."
" God. desires "to “bring ~convietion®
from’ iwithin. and’ not. from’ without.
- Too man¥ of us want God to do things
-~ for us instead of wzth us. "We desire -
~-external - answers ‘o prayer .instead
. of inward ANSWeTS.
manifestation of external guidance by~
. the way of signs would weaken the

“der ‘that brought-God’s blessings.: By
" swrrender. Jacob gained what it was .
" impossible: for him to gain by (,Ollﬂ.l(_t
- and struggles Jacob was not blessed_
. because - of. his struggle
* blessed when he gave up the strig-
" gle and gavé himself {ully in subrmis-
*  'sion to God. Human struggles are the .
- results of an:unwillingness to- sur-’
i. "= render ully’ to God's grace. The strug- -
- gle is always ‘with ourselves, never
I+ with God, who.has long. beon wﬁlmg‘
. - to give us what we need. -~ . .
OIten Chrlstlans who' have prayed';
L for many years say. that they ‘have
"1." 7 had.no tangible omen of an external -
Y .. nature by .which they ‘may have as- :
surance of acceptance with God. These
have :prayed earnestly and long for - .
"foutward ‘evidence. - Often o sign is-
- not.given'and the person despairs-and -
" aweakens.in. his prayer life. "Often.
such Chrlstlans havo béen fared with -

“If on]y God

nothing - ‘happens. “Gideon received

answers,? they say. " “Why does'not-'

God give me a sign: by w]ueh I may

' SeptembarOciober. 1952 o v, .

-He ' was

, "‘God give me.!

. The continual

moral ehef‘netorhnd. not steengthen it
A gpod parent. desires that a child

learn. to make his own decisions from o
“within, -An external stop and go-sig-
nal Would inhibit alt moral and spirit- -
“utal development. ‘Paul says:*“I can -~
da all things: through Christ which - -
strengtheneth me” (Phil. 4:13). Christ . <
. therefore desires to make mdtvndual,s N

inwardly strong by, His preSenoe, 50,

“-that they. imay move from heart- mo-
~tivation instcad of externdl coercion. s
~ Wisdom' 15 to. be’ given from \‘vxthm' E

aiid ot from without. “If any of you .

~Jack’ wisdom let him ask ‘of God, that -~

giveth  to all men - liberally; ‘and up-"

braideth not;” and- xt shall bo gwen- o
'hlm" (James 115y o
Gideon's asking for- signs was not. -
. an cvidenee of faith but of hemtation
16 belicve. Gideon. himself realized . -
“his false proccdure when he said: “Let
not thine anger bé-hot agamst me, and o
T will speak “but this..once; let me.

prove; I pray. thee, hut this once with

the fleece; let it-nowv be dry only upon
the -fleece, -and upen - -all' the ground ‘
let ‘there be :dew. AndiGod did.so- "
“that - -night: for it was. dry :upon the . .
- fleece only; and there was dew ohall . -
" the” ground" (Judges: 6; 39, 4{)) ‘The -
giving: of 91gns was a concession to
Gideon’s-lack 'of faith rather than an'

evidence of his falth God often makes .

such”concessions because of .our spir-. -
-itual immaturity; but His desire is that. :
‘we may develop strongth to make in-
‘telligent - decisions * ‘from  ‘withi n,
'through Hls indwelling, = - AT

< Trug’ prayer IS “God, make me” not

life” rather ‘than in life. - If God does

not give outward signs, it is. that He -
wishes us to develop maturity to make. - -

mtelhgent derisions by a re'ﬂ:';tlc ap-
praisal of facts rather. than by an ex-"
ternal- sign. Often’ our. _prayers are

selfish. They revolve around our own_ .-
- wants and needs. A’ basu: reason for -~

PR
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' Too many of us wish "
- God to. answer prayers . apart- from .~




T

. centered. praymg
- “our daily bread," “our. debts,” “our .
.- debtors,” show the true way m un-.
- selﬁsh prayer. iy

~ said;

" udanswered prayers is given by "the

.Apostle James, who says: |‘Ye: ask;

and receive not, because ye ask ariss, -
i, that 'ye ‘may -consume it upon your
' vilusts” (Jumes 4: 3) : R

. .The best | prayers are usually prayers .
“in which self is COmpletely forgotten:.
This type of praying is known as in- -
'7 tercessory prayer. Intercessory prayer
+ is unselfish prayer. Our egocentricity.

~_in prayer.is recognized. by the prophet

Is'nah “And he saw. that there was

" 'jno man, and wondered that- there was
s The
o Lmd s Prayer is a model for unselﬁsh

mtercessor

~ (Isa. 59:16).

Here there is - “self-

“Our

praying.

%e basis for mtercesso:y prayer
rests.in our social dependence

is no-than at all.””’

said:

J - Itis true that God often rests our

' nexghbors good on our prayers. Their: .
good rests on our. toil and thought—'
L : it be’
"-. thought strange that their good shuuld

fulness. . Therefore, * should

rest. or. our ‘prayers? Our’ self-

T _centeredness is the cause of a lack-of °

, mtercessory prayer.
_.are the. result of generous, devotion;
It is dxfflcult to mtercede unlcss we -
: love ‘ :

40 (318)

“ ....__u;.mw_.,.« it b o -

“ten”

I‘ather n.
(Heb. 7: 25).

.. Saul he .said:
should sin against the Lord in: ceasmg;i

_ “For .-
*.none of .us liveth to himself, and ro .
man dieth “to ‘himself” - (Rom.. 14: .
. ‘An .0ld Latin- proverb says,. “One man, -
N No .man “is the .
~* whole . of ‘himself;” his friends .are” a’
- part-of him.. William ‘Law has truly.

S “Ye Shall Rccclvc—Ye Shall Bo” .

Inte1 cessions .

" Great- men of prayer have been'
. . great intercessors. The Apostle Paul
"“For.1 could wish that myself_
-were accursed from Chn.st for my

(Exod.. . 32:32).

‘But I'have prayed for thee, that thy ‘

- faith fail not™ (Luke 22:32). “He ever.
liveth' tg make intercession for them"”
" Samuel con51dered it
sin not’ to pray for others, To King .~ &
“God forbid' that I . <7

to pray for you" (I Sam, 12:23).

Prdyer is the avenue of. approach to":' ﬁ
God.- When we depend upon human "

organization, . we . derive" the benefits -

we get what these can do, when we de-

orgfanization and ‘intellectual . dlSL‘l-

.'plme we get what God can do

Lm

(Continued from. page 29)

: JOn the ‘basis of the tremendous"Q. A
“dearth-of conviction and spmtual cer- -
' tainty, -it is- ‘well that .we ‘again_com- -
. mend- ourselves to_a sihcere seelcmg IR
after God and: Hts Qternal purpose GRS A
The . theologlcal seminaries and ‘in-" . "

-of orgafizatioh; when we' depend tipon -
intellectual /djscipline and education, .

stitutions  have displayed - their -ig~

,-cal confessions “of pur- unbelief and

. sins have provoked the holy, conquer-

‘ing Spirit, and so may I close with the
words of J. M. Versteeg, “What we - - -
_-need-is to have Pentecost not ratmn— B
.'--ahzed but reahzed oo

: 'l'ho Pmachur'u Mcqax!ne

-riorance long enough, and our liturgi- -

_brethren, iny ‘kinsmen “according to - ' i}
- the ﬂesh” (Rom. 9:3). Moses prayed:
“Yet now, if-thou wilt forgwe their
~sin—; and if not, blot, me, I pray thee,
. out of thy book. whxch thou hast writ~
“John- Knox -
pleaded “Give me Scotland, or I die.”. "
‘Martm Luther ‘on one occasion said, -
“Ifeel as if I were being prayed for."” v -
‘. The greater the. spiritual stature of ..~
the pérson; the' more unselﬁsh ‘his. -
.'prayefs will be. Jesus'is the greatest --
Intercessor,_in.'our_ behalf. Cohcerning - -
Peter's.-coming struggle, Jesus said:

“4In tercessnon is. the best " arbl—" o pend upon ‘prayer m con}unct!on with -, - 7

- -trator of all differenices; the best pro-
- moter of true friendship, the best cure
~ and preservative- against. all’ unkmd
tempers, anduall angry and haughty
- pasmons '

Lo
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1 THE PRINCIPLE or PnAc'rmE

L3

The Mas’rer Evangelis‘rs Prmclples—Part 5
' ByP Wlseman L

HE WAY a thmg is done is about as

- A important as -what ' is -done: The .
- evangehst may consider that he is get-—

ting- somewhere when' the person’ is-

. receptive, not ‘before. Principles are -
. essential and ‘basic to method; mdeed .
" they are more‘important than method. .-
The reason is simple, for knowledge is
“essential to mtelhgent ‘action::

Prmcxplcs have t6 do .with- funda-' ' 7
':woman. whom He’ was anxious %o -

mental TJaws with . whlch we must’

‘reckon in our. e&'ort to evangelize the
*" . person. .
- evangelism, in teaching, and: learning, _
.+ fundamental to the choice and use of
- miethods:” Principles have reference to -
" : the psychological basis upon-which we -

They - are fundamental -

work-the founddtion; whereas meth:

* " ods-hdve to do with the ‘procedure—:
‘the how, aims and purposes have ref-
" lerence to the. specific ‘necessity’ for
" evangelism—the  why of. educatton, -
‘materials are the tools with which we -

'°.

) Take the mmdent where the ‘wom-
.~ " an was:caught in the act of a great
o osin ‘Her accusers brought her before
" 'the Master, who stooped .and -wrote
- on thé ground the sin of them .all, so.
. reads one manuscnpt 1f this reading
.. is correct—and we would like to be-
. ,heye it is—the inference is that ‘the”
~ Master- wrote perhaps the outstandmg'
.- sin- of -the chairman of that so- -called
rehgxous group. On- realizing what'
was on the ground, he became con-, -
o 'vxcted and\went out then the sm of ;

_A 'Pruldent, Misslonar‘y Tralnlng Instltule Nyncl!, New Yurl:
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“win. ‘He. said: to her, “Woman, :
n - are_ those, thme accusers] Hath no-

_-says James ‘Stalker, in ‘his .
' “unless - he - awakens ‘the -
mind of mdependent actlvlty CAs -
" long as the mind is merely passwe. :
receiving what is poured: into it, but’
.. doing. nothmg more,” true educatlon
‘has mot commenced.”’
- ye?"" said Christ. . True teaching and

Y

‘ the next w1th the same result and so

" on till the commxttee had entirely dis-

"appeared. Qf ‘course, we are not posi-
‘tive that it was. just ,in ‘this way,
though ‘frankly it looks: llke what
thight have happened.: He might have.
written. on the -ground,” “He that. is
“awithout sin among you, Iet h1m ﬁrst A
‘cast a stone at her.” -

The Master was left alone thh the
where

man® condemned -thee?” She sa:d

" “No mian,. Lord.”. And Jesus'said un-

to her, “Nelther do'I condemn thee:-

The .Master’ L‘vangehst knew’ the

motwe of that religious group. - . He -
knew it ‘was not out of concern for
.the social condition about them: that -
- they- brought her-to Him. It was to.
find an “accusation against. Him. Her'

.- work—the twhat . aﬂd wﬁh what m»',"sxlenced them through their own con-

- educatzon

. .“In the Gospel recox:ds of the Master'

- ‘Evangelist, the followmg may k be clear-
. Iy seen* R L .

sc1ence He practlced the pract:cal

2. THE PRINCIPLE or AWAKENING':
1HE Inmvmum. 5 IN'rr.m:s'r

. “The’ teacher has' 'done nothmg,

Chrtstt

'preachmg as- well as true learning

. commences “with thmkmg, whatever'_--
“may start the thinking process. The
"Master ‘was creatlve

tion- makes. alive; it: never kills,

" There. can be: no.true ev‘angehSm ';_
-~ without the attéention and interest: of
the persan There may bo different

(317) 41 ]

go, and sin no more” - (John 8: 1-11) _

Imageo

“What think -

Creative . ac--



L

' 'Wajs"by,-whieh-atte’htio‘n may be se-.

- cured, but secured it must be before
there cdn be'any 'advancement

- 3 Tms: PRICIPLE OF EVANGELI?ING nv
RA Acrron : .

We  hear much about “e.v.perienc'

ing what we learn,” “Jearning” by ox-
perience,” “teaching by dction,”

such like. St. Luke, in his iritroduc-

" tion to- the Acts. of ‘the Apostles,”

L speaks’ of “all’ that Jesus ‘hegan -both

“to do and to. teach " He: called “whom

* he ‘would . . % that “they” should be -
with him; and that he mlght send

: them forth to preach.” '
What ‘an educatlon for evangehsm

|t must-have heen 0. be with Him; to”

" .-see what He did and how He. dkd it
~ to_hear what. I—Ie said. and how He
“said it; to- note the wanderful sph‘lt

of-His holy life! - ...

feellng, thought. A ‘child:is first &
' ~doer, then a thinker. Action is neces-
" sary in"order to Bet. “him to ‘thinlk. A
i . doer, 1m1tat10n, and to- lmltate he
O ,observes : :

TION

the end ‘of His ministry s*ud to’ His
~-own, I have yet many thmgs to say’

T T e

© Tow.” . St. Paul practlced ‘the : same
o 'prmelple I have.fed you with mllk '
. "and ‘not with neat; for hitherto” ye
. were not able to bear it, nelther yet
.. ‘now are ye able” (I Cor, 3:2)."
- The- evangellst must begm ‘with the

© son is and .take. him along. .In the
" meeting place of Jacob's Well with

‘'the

Master commenced with_ wa-.
G ter”

The woman. understood *

- fer From here He led on txllrthe_

‘-'WOman I‘ECEIVE(] “living -water.””  He .

Ctually.
42.(018) -
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and

~'With the child, Jt is usually action, -

: Lommence w1th

SN % THE PnINCIPLE or ACCOMMODA-'

The Master Evmgehst when near

- unto you, but.ye cannot hear ‘them "~ -

. person, at Jeast begin where the per- -

.. the sihner, the woman 18 uamama,'

- commenced where she Was’ mte]lec-_ -

5 THE ancmr.s or AUTHORITY
_ “ The Master Evangellst preached as
“one having authority ‘and not. as. ‘the -
“There"is here mvolved the

" seribes.

fact of . knowledge ‘He 'had perfect

knowledg,e added to' this; there was . .

in Him ‘loyalty to the Old Testaihent *
“This was . -
He .men- -~

-seriptures, "It is written.”
His answer to the devil:
tioned how " the people” repentdéd . at,
the preaelung of Jonah; how: Jon'lh
was'in- the deep, a. type- ‘of His own:
death and burial. He thus placed His
~sanetion on this Old Testament story.

In the Master. there: are Seen person- -

'111ty, knowledge, f'uth, “and. loyalty
to. written revelatlon 'I‘lns gave Hlm
authouty :

'In.like manner the evangellst must
deve]op that which makes - for au-

thority, "If he'is not. an oxgam?ed
persanality, if he " does: not. know ‘his
‘subject, if ~he ’cannot ' say; -“Thus

“saith the Loid,” he is defeated in the' : .
“in the brush" to S

begmmng He is-

B THE PmNcrpLE OF VALUE :

“The - Master Evangehst lmew the
value of man, the value of ‘a “child.
“What "is a ‘man. advantaged, if. he -
. gain ‘the whole world, and lase }um-
-self, or be cast away"‘" {Luke 9:25.)-"
He ' showed a greater interest in
persnns than_ m things; - indeed, the
latter. did.’ not "oceupy “His . interest.
.He had such ‘consideration for the
“despised, the poory “the’ eommon peo-
-ple heard him gladly.” Then He gave .
the children,.the little ones, such con--
s:deratlon
to come unto ‘me; and | forbld them
not,”; said He:
klngdom of God.” ‘It seems that Paul.

‘had’ similar emphasis-on the value

-of the human :person, - for he said,

“who loved me; and gave h:mself for . ._“-_"

me” (Gal. 2:20)..

 Thus the. worker must reahze the

dgﬁerence hetween persons ‘and-
‘ . 'l'ha Pmuchers Muquzlno

.,

“Suffer the little c]uldren s

“for “of such -is ‘the"

.

IE

Lk

T
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thmgs When ‘once the Chlld is evalu- '
ated’ ip this. light, there is scarcely
" any limit to which a worker ‘may not
" ‘go to, win that child for the good life. -
- He sees in that little one the- p0551—-_
- "-—blllty of a great religious ch'nrar.ter,
< a gl eat WOrld leader .

L3

"7 Tns PmNcrpLs or Spmrr

P

The M'\ster st:.mds [orth as a great

o Ex"ample in: dlsposltnon in quallty of
. spirit, under the; stress and - strain- of "
- ifed
“oa little. farther," which is. true’ geo-
ity aphleaHy,
++ _demptively. He came to the: man‘ger, _
‘came to a life of poverty, to. the -cross -
of shame to death to the tomb-—a}l-
:-'rfor us.

It is -said . of ‘Him that “lie went.

“historically; “and:

E rI‘he worker must reallze the win-
nmq gualities. of sueh “a spirit. He-

. twain," go 'the extra mile,

3 "“love your enemies,” offer, the other -
" cheek, forbid not to ‘take thy - cloke
* alio (Matt.
" urged this spmt even in the prayer -

5 28-48). “The Master ..

life, for ‘His. first point. of c‘mphasxs in"

- His’ great message on. prayer was the
. “spirit'-that. should . charaeterme our
npproach to ‘God (Luke 11:1-3). SA

‘soft” answer - turneth "away - “wrath.”

This . is- true,” and it mamfests Ithe
. spnlt that wms and wﬂl Wm

’ .8 THE Pmncrpm or Smpmcrrv

* The men who Went to arrest the

-Master were. 5o 1mpressed by. His
~ “words that they returned - without . -
‘making an.arrest,- -and. s'ud “Never -
- man spake Jike -this man.! ’
unigue in' every. respect and it séems.
-especially  true - wrth regard to. His~
' slmphelty

‘He. was*

He “uttered profound

. truth in a‘very simple way e

The phdosopher may. well ponder,'
. HIS “statements, vet @’ “child” could: |

grasp ‘them. Dr James Burrell says -

- Soptomber Oclober. 1952 C

| riess.

that Clmst spoke to plam people, and '

addressed himself to *their .common
‘ sense. - His: aiim was obvious; no per-:
-son in His congregation or class ever -

had to wonder at what He was aim-.

ing. On one occasion at least,.a law-
~yer percewed that the Master spake
" the :parable against him. . His- con-
. gregation,. IHis . class,. undoubtedly

‘would inwardly'say, *“That “means
" He- ad--l '

ymé,"™ or, “That finds me.
dressod st puplls in thelr 1anguage

The Master placed HIS emph'lsm _
ﬁrst of all on  the. experience: of :a
changed . ‘heart, the new birth: This -
Afunda- .
:mental - with : Him. The'- first neces--
-sity ‘was to make the: heart good for

“was .

Christian experlence

“out of the heart are the issues “of life..

" men, procced” what is in the heart

. f within, out of the heart of
‘must . realize our Tord’s: ‘command, Fm' rom

7.' liG

“(Mark- 7: 21-23). Hence His' empha51s '

_on” the new birth, "Christian_holiness,

- then: character building. How. apph—_

cable, how ethical, His teaehmg' “He .
. hath com-*.

nntted ¥ He would pla(.e the guilt'of -
commlttel‘ at the. door of an unclean: 3
heart St. John m'l]tes a similar ethi=

: cal emphasns ‘and places the guxlt of . .
“murder ‘at the door of a- heart’ in -
. “which _ hatred” dwelis
;hateth ‘his brother is a- murderer .
and ye. know -that no murderer hath.;’-
etcrnal life abldmg in hlm” (I John‘

" that loaketh .. Ao lust .

3 15).

ultimate objective.,

Ideal. Heis the glorlous Goal Peo-
pIe are to be hke Hlm :

“Whosoever :

" The worker must, then. reahze t.hatf
~character -is essentlal All- goodness' .
" if of God:. “None good but-one.” All:
goodness must flow from. Hin, ‘The-
goal of ‘character’ should be : godli--
‘ Phis is the prmmple of the -
Christ  stands
forth and will stand forth as < the

e a“
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PRA C TICAL

3 .

Sermon Outhnes

Llfe s Grentest Queshon

: TEXT What shall I do then with Jesus -
wh:ch is called Chnst‘? (See Matt

27:15:31)
IntropucTion | .
WL What is hfes greatest queetion" :

A Ttis not, "What shall I do wrth .

myself"” :
- What shall .I- eat and wear‘?
- At-what shall I work? :
. Whom shall I marry? - .°°
‘Where shall I live? . -
How can T be happy?

mweﬁwr

taon to: .
- L WhatT shall do w1th myself
2, What Chrlst wrll do W1th me

- BODY '

e N 'IL. How dlﬂ'erent ones have reacted

A, Herod was. troub] d d
all the selfish, - e are

B All Jerusalem was troubled be:
) cause it was announced that'a Savxour"
. Was born who should save them' from'
- their sins, the last thing in the world
- they - wanted . The . Jews ‘

]ected Him.

. C." The common people were happy
to eat the Toaves and-fishes but _puz-

“zled. and - affended. when Jesus. re-
quired them to-eat Him 'ng theit'Bread - '
' of Life. These proved to be the way~
" side and stony ground. - - '

"D, Jesus put. Pllate on the spot and

so are.we all put on ‘the spat.” We
. must.make a decision, - Anything less'-
than- a" wholehearted decision . for .-

| ‘Chnst amounts to.an. outrlght rejec- :
" tion, ‘

_ . - But, “What shall I'do then wnth
Jesus whlch is called Chrnst"" R

"C.- This must be answered m re]a-

angm]y res

It Plcture the hour when Jesus dee -

cides what He Wlll do with men.

A There is a" gréat white throne.
Herod, the Pharrsees Pilate, the sol-
dxers and all the world are now on e

trxal
B: At thxs trml

mght

] R There WIII be nop- Iyin Wltn o e
" but the books will be. openged‘ me see L
money chang_

4, There wzll be no.
lng hands :

-5, There will be no. mockmg and

]eermg, no howlmg mob

80 Al wnll be sl!ent as the books are :
: opened y N

G Pllate w:li be there ‘Stlll on the L

-;pot but there will be no dlllvdallymg

sm of water

- D. The | common peop[e W1II all be .

-there arid the mysteries as clear - as-
‘judgment day .that- they shiould have

accepted Jesus as the Bread of Heav-
~en.

E The thtef wrll be there but in

the books will he’ found no record of

‘his sins,. but only_that he took Chmst '_ :

as h1s Saviour, .

I" You and T w:ll be there No ex-

“'euses then, no - hiding - behind. - the

hypocrltes no puttmg 1t otf unuI an-',- o

Other tlme :

‘V “What then shall I do with Jesu&."
".A.: Repent and accept Him,

dlt:onally o
C. “Bmstead of Judgmg you He w1Il

“E, The t]uef on the cross ac_eepted pnrdon and ]mpart eternal Life. .

: Hlm for tlme and etermty
44 (020) ‘ '
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-—*JOHN Cnoes

. T_he Praachera.Magaxlﬂe K .‘ .

1: Herod and: alI Jeruet l
o _Stln be troubled. . rem WIH-

2. The tr:al erl not be he]d at ;

B, Believe and follow Htm unctm- : .

‘ “about the decmon or calImg for a ba- R A

- Temt

' Iurnonucrmw

".théy are not in the Klngdom ‘

, 23)

_-some of the 1 vanous types of prayer

 Bopy'

1. 'The Formal Prayer Not always,
. but often, it wants, ‘nothing, - exPects ;

Whnt Is Your Prayer Worth" ‘
Not. everyone that, saith - unto
-me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the .
kmgdom of herwen, but: he that
' doeth the will of my father whtch is
Cine heaven (Matt T 21) R

Ca T

LA, Many peoble pray who are

' Chrlstians in no other sense.

‘B, Penple of all ranks and callmgs :
* . pray: .the rich, poor, those in govern- -
" ment, soldlers, clergymen, prize ﬁght- :
_*efs, gamblers, liars, and thieves, Few

there are who never pray.

C. Some may even scem o recexvo '

miraculous - answers -to. prayer, yet

will say ‘unto me in. that day, Lord,"

.- Lord, have we not. prophesied in thy :
" “nameé?and in thy name.

, done many.
wonderful works" ete ”'(Matt 7 22,

D. Let us examlne the quahty of

nothmg, and receives nothing: -
‘A, May be wvery " ornamental Is

" often heard i in the fashionable churoh
"The type once’ described as “the most -
-eloquent prayer- ever__ oﬁered to a-

Boston congregation.” +
.B..It is the prayer of. the absent-

K mmded ‘uttered by rote either- by a -
.. pagan . priest or holiness “professor .
while -the mmd may be a hundred_.‘

mlles away.

'C:. Ttisthe prayer of the hypocr)te"
putting on a. nice front whlle he lwes"-

like the devil. .
1 Pharlsees made 1ong prayers

o secretly robbed widows.

2.+ News told of notorxotrsly corrupt'

" political. leader who “was. a: faithful-

‘¢hurch attender for thirty years,

' II 'I‘he Prayer of. Emergency :
AL 'I‘hts is a real ‘prayer. of need in- -

Saptombor-oclober. 1352

“Many

-~ stmetwcly calling to God. AlrnOS_t-

everyane prays it at sonie time!

1. The mother when her chxld is in

danger ,
2 The soldrer in the l'oxhole

- 8. The prize fighter as he-goes into™ "
'_ ‘thie ring; the’ gambler as he. 1ay5 down :
- his wager at the wheel. :

B. May have l:ttle to do thh the.i‘
'.K:ngdom or piety, ‘ '
1. -The soldier prays for . protectron :
" while the ‘shells, are fallmg but after: .
- ward’ returns to wrne Women, andf,

profanity. * v _
2. Thls is understandable in that,

he was not prayingto be saved i'rom o

8in but from shrapnel.

'C. This.sort of prayer may be con-

. doned.in Matt. 7: 7. \ “Asle; and it shall
“be given-'you, etc.”

Here no strings

‘are “attached. ~"God may ‘answer the .

prayer. of emergency in’ order \to re-

veal htmself

- b Some ev:dent]y are. cammerc:al-" .
' jzing on God's wﬂlmgnese to answer.- -
- this sort of prayer..

-1, Psychiana’ advertlses a plan on -

-How to get things from God' taught in -
‘so many lJessons at so many: dollars. -
If you_are ﬁnancxally paor, you ‘can - .-

use. the God—Law to bring - material’

wealth " If. you- are socially obscure, .-
you may use-the God-Law to. brmg
_you into prominence. The same goes." .
for healing of the body and many other A
‘ thmgs L

2 “Another cu]t isa sort of a prayer' '
.club 'all pulling together to help ohe '
_ another get thmgs from. God.. s
3. 'There may be some - vahdtty in
. this: sort of praymg but it is not the'.-
- . best type of praying. © .. :

B Note how far the oraymg of J e- -

sus goes beyond all this,: .

1. On the mount of temptatlon Sa-f :
" “tan suggested that Jesus use.the God--
' Lew ta change stones te sbread or to )

(Cont!nued on: pa.ge 59)
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The Pasfor as Counselor o
By Lloyd B Byron

. (A pnper prescntcd at the Chlcngo Centra] celo e
Dlstnct Preachers Mc,ctmg, March 20 1‘151) _

: TIIE PASTon as counselor—-what a

field, ‘what an. opportumty, what’
‘a respons:blhtv, what a ministry, and .

" no place’ at all for the hovice!’ The

__ pastor-can ‘go into: Kis first p'1=;t0r1tc
. with but a.sermon .ot dwo and o

“somewhat - sketchy bankground of

. theological and” ministerial. training; --

and- by prayer and diligent study he

" can make it through without- damag-‘”
" ing’ many in .the process:. ‘The pastor-

‘can go into a new pastnrate and start’
in calling the day of 'his arrival; and;

without kriowing. any of his, membe:s

. personally or anything about the con-

-~ ditions of his people, he ean minister -
o offectlvely from the first day of - that.
. 'pastoral ‘visitation.
" requiire the preacher's 'miind and- the
shepherd’s heart certainly, ‘bhut'not

" Such mlmstr:eq

the: speclahzcd tralmng of an .expert.”

.- But . when: the .pastor- ‘ministers as

o 'counselor he enters ‘& realm that
-~ necessitates thought - and sfudy and
"prepamtlon and - msnght “and . grace -
~and " wisdom. . The. more T study and

“work in this ‘area,- the more - fearful

. -from. the " usual pastoral b‘cpcmenees.
and ‘more delicate and more. difficult

I become, for ‘here the. pastor enters®
inta relationships that. are different .

and' mord dangorous ‘than those of

;0 any. other. phasa of hnq mmlt;try

Sometlmeq the mq{or ean mams[er

~ as counselor in-a home in which he ¢

has stopped for ‘a‘few minutes of 3 pas-..
“toral calling, ‘biit. that ‘docs not mean .
" that calling and: counseling. are - the -
. same or even closely akin.  There are
’ ’deﬁmte values in pastoral calling; -
L we recogmze that, even thourfh much

. *Pastor of” Conene “Church. of the' Naz; ’
.« Callege, Kankakee, Hiinals rarnt e OlF S N“.a"'m
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‘that -
“church.

uf lhe llme the convmsahon may be L
"1bout the common, ordmary, every- -
“day- sttuatlons that_ ptople face; for

- oine of the time the talk’ wle turn to
“ deep spiritual questions or “achieve-
ments -or ambitions. But most of -the -

\

'tlme these significant’ pl()bl(élh‘i that

call” for comullauon

Lounqehng A home is not the best

“.place; but -an- office that- does not. -
ispeak of " comfort ‘or. mformahty or, - .
- present the competing attractions of
:tho radio, children, teleplione, door-‘_ o
The pastor’s of- "~ . -
~fice speaks-of prayer, study, the faith

bell, or. nelghborq
-of the church, and the " stralghtfnr-'

prpfosomnal conference :

"The- pastor a-; counselor. enters m-'l,'
to the .serious - pxoblems confronting.‘--_
. his _people, into” their inner battles,

are brought -~
[forth ‘at” a. 11!110 and place given to. L

‘ward procedure and oblectmty of a i

_into . their: spiritual - dlfflculhev. into,

their. domeshc or social ‘or businéss AR

'uhustments into: matters
tragie, pitiful, destructive.
the’ area embraced by’ the problems’

sordid,

Consider .

brought to’ the pastor: - spiritual, vo- . .

eational, social, ed ucatzona]

counseling that relates to other mem-
‘hers of “the church and ('oun‘-'ehng
mcludes those "~ without - -any
“Those in sorrow;. those in-
trouble, those in spiritiial confusion,

those in dlstrets. those, in fear—all -
_those neeqd. Lmln‘;elmg There will be -
those who-need a “preacher, nnd those. -
who nqed the preacher and - a doc- B

'l'ha Pmuchar'a Moquzlna o

domes-
- tigy ﬁnancral sex,. marital,. emiotional,”" .
- love... There is, counszzimg ‘premarital ¢ -
“and poslmarltal There is counseling.’ "
that-is. pelsonal and counseling. that o
‘relates. to the whole. family. There is -

b AR e s e Al e

tor

[

“The. temptatlon may pmsent lt-
.self to the pastor to -do some. work .
_with those whose- problems - are -com-
phcated by deep-scated mental and’
‘emotional' disturbances; but he must:
- resist with resolution the subtle lure .
“‘to. enter a ﬁeid thaf ‘calls for pro-.
fessnonally sklllcd ‘counselors.” In this

3 area ate those who are neurotics and "

" those. who are.on. the- bprder line-of
a psychologmal condition. And a few .
" books read-or a course or twa'in pas-'

‘ toral. psychology will. not. qualify ‘us -

“for “serviée s psychiatrists .who -ar-
_rive. at: their "aceepted.- position a[tor
years. of speuahzod traunng. But-

theré is an area where the pastor.
should be- constantly employed and .

- “that is with ‘that great mass of peo-.
ple commonly known as.normal, with,

" all. disagreeable, disturbing, depresq-_
" ing, discoutaging ‘prob]ems_ and fears
" ..and situations that come to normal‘-.

people in our chaotic, confused, com~
“plex age.
*such. condltmm ‘of stress and strain-

7 and frastration zrni dlstress and’anx-
o iety often need the sympathy and -
underqtandmg of the pastm as' coun-

selor AR .
The essence. of counselmg, accord»-

e mg to- someg writers; is communica-

tion; the- consultant must be .able to
cornmumcate his’ mtuatlon to the pas-

~ tor; and the,pa_sto_: must be able to .-
_communicate strength-and insight to -~
‘This demands con-_

. the consuitant.
“fidénce 1 in the pastor, confidence that -

- he will® keep in inviolate’ trust “the..
.. confessions made “to’ him."The cont

" sultant must ‘be.able to- talk without -
fear of the consequences, for he must

talk; he must unburden; he must let:
- loose; he must -empty. “himself; “he -

‘must have someone to whom to pour

. “out his heart "And he wﬂl do this-
. only if he is sure. that the- pastor can'

. be trusted* then he w111 commum-

- cate. " -

- But the pastor must commumcaté

’ SeplomberOctober. 1952

‘These normal *pegple in

.‘... : -t Ly e

‘tao, and his part there 1n1t1ally is. to .

listeri; The “importance of. hstemng‘
cannot - be . overemphas:zed -this . is
one. of the most valuable of counsel-
Cing techmques Jdistening .without

_interrupting, llstenmg without. offer-

" ing advice, listening-without making =
cominent’ listening’ until. that sur- ..
ch'uged Teart has emptied itself. The
‘pastor. m'iy indicate his attention by
a word or ‘by:a nod. of his head, but
'he “must give -his. whole. ‘attention -

thréughout the mtervnew or the ouf-

- flow’ will cease and the _consultant
- will leave unhelped but hmdered in-

stead. .

sultant will come to- the point of his
- problem,
. once; rather,’ it is seldom that he will
glve “this. : important- datum -

This does - not mean that the con- .;-;'

his dil'flculty, his- fear- at. .

rlght L

away.. He - must first make -up his =

“him. Then,.by degrees, he -will relax-

until “finally’ he tells his full story. -

“Meanwhile the pasto inust’ 'guard

‘his every- response, *he ;must keep -
himself ‘under’, emot:onal control at .
-alltime; so that he. does not manifest .
surprzse, shock; anger, revulsmn, or’
"any_ other '~ extreme ‘reaction that

- would’ dxscourage a comp]ete recztal
Naturally the  consultant”

‘other’ question.
‘method, but:not: -11ways the best The

‘leading: techmque for ‘the  pastor’ to

“learn is one of guidhnce by indirec- :
txon so that the consultant -gains in- -
mghts into’ his own - condmon, his
own problem hls own att:tudes, his

{323) 47_

mind as to how the pastor will react _
_to hi3 story, whether he is worthy.of -
trust, and whether he is.able to help

feels
easler when his story is told, but that..*
does not mean. that his- prob]em has .
‘been “solved; It is now out in ‘the-
“open, and that'is a gain; but what is :
.to he done ‘about it? The ‘pastor will *
‘find it a temphtmn to start in giving
“his decision, if it is .a moral: questmn
involved,. or glvmg advice on. any .
That " is the easy ..

I
Ly



" cown fmlures. lnsrghts that will” help‘_‘-

‘him .to ‘realize: where - he is in the

light of ‘what he should- ‘da. The pas- -

~tor - thinks along with the consultant;

" they think througli the problem ‘to-
| gether,‘then ‘when: ‘the solutlon is.
- realized, the conqtultant has come to.

; it hnnse]f \he has seen_ it himself, he
" has “arrived at his. -o¥n conclustons

L Tt is. easy enough for: the pastor to
e mlpose his - conclusions, his- advice;. -
-~ his suggestions;, his dlagnosm ‘but an
R 0unce of -insight. into one's ‘own- diffi- -

culties is worth a ton. of adv:ce from' h
_ % his .people.  They. must learn to read.

*. the Bible for food, for light; for. in- "
__struction, for ‘hope,- for -fortificationi. - ..
The ‘pastor must know how to pray,'_ i
and _ teach . his consultants what -
prayer ‘can do for’ them,. what they
can ‘expect from God and their faith, .
.and how to- ask, People heed 16 -be

“the counsclor,

. The pnstor as Lounselor ehould be-
‘as_ completely. objective’ ag ‘possible; .

" the consultant needs ‘that ' attitude.

‘He h:mself is “involved in ‘the prob-"
‘lem, he is' enmeshed, he is - Iabormg_‘
“under. it; but - the pastor, Jbeing "ex-

- “ternal to it, can. view it in.a more de- -
" _tached manner” and’ talk ‘with. him_. -
about- it from “that objective point of -
approach. ‘Henice. the wise counse]ort

- -will 'not hurry the- consultant 6 sub-'
e Jectwely entangled to the. -eonclu-,

.-.'sions- he. has been” ‘able to: reach so

“readily- object:vely. ‘but - they~ will

move along together; the one. subjec.:

tively immersed, the other objective-

- ly apart bt sympathet:c and. under-

' standing. enough to, be. a compamon =

' s to help.’

‘In his. termmology the pastor can
= talk about Teurotics :and psychotics, .

~introverts and - extroverts and bring
consultant,

. fleld is not psychlatry or- psychology;.
- his feld is, not that of psychosomatic.
L heahng, his field i rehgmn with
;- ;moral and’ ‘spiritual” values, his’ ﬁeld
s the normal man -in’ great trouble;
‘Hence the - pastor will not analyze.’
_personality; -he will - not -prescribe
. treatment for- those deep]y disturbed

: emotnonally or mentally, but he w:ll N
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‘ .
1

prove h:mself capable in the use of'
" those’ resources available'to hlm as a

pastor, a man -of God.

He mist know how to use the Bl— _
“ble helpfully arid he must know how - .
“to.instiuct his.people to mine its spir-” ©

-itual treasures. He cdnnot. take it for-

- granted that they know how to tead
the ‘Bible" ]ust because they "are. -,
'church peaple. ' There -are . 5¢ many:. L
passages that'.pulsafe ‘with strength, . -

' courage, comfort .challenge, correc-
- tion; - the-. ‘pastor must. ‘know them,

and he must teach them. positively to

taught how to ‘worship, how to draw

power from God, haw to leave thmgs Lo
“in ‘God's hands, how 10, commit, how'i‘._' e
to rest, how to live by faith: People o
“whe are in trouble need. the ‘pastor . ; :
~to tell them’ again about God and His. .

. relation to men in everyday life- and .

emergencies, in order that- they may

“bring - their concepfions up té the -
-high ]_evel of adequate sme and con- '
-tent, . Co
-There' is much that the pastor can~ L
not-do, and he. should be frank to - .,
.acknowledge thts, ‘and ‘refer peopIe L
to' those. who are- quahﬁed to give -
S .;'professlonal ‘counseling,
" nothing but’ greater .confusion -to the .-
. ‘Properly  he . should.
:‘.-‘;.-avmd -technical - longuage. “for. his . -

'There ‘is

much that the pastor should not do, .

by way- of judgment. or . -eensorious-;

-ness or ‘insistent. advice. - But there : o
_is. much. that . the pastor can’do to': - -

help people make their way' through

.their _probléms. :to right - attitudes;
~ right - relationships, “right
,.‘ments right outlooks, and r1ght con- .
-ceptions.of God and prayer ‘and wor- . s
ship and love and faith. The pastor .= ' -
- can read the Bible, when the psychia-
‘trlst does not; the pastor can pray, L

. The Preachor‘u Magazine,

i

.pasto;'. .m,uoh of humility, much of
" prayer, much of dependence on-God,+
“-much. of the help of the Spirit, much -
_of smcenty, much of divine wisdom,
.. much of
S much -of patlence, much of compas-’
" .sion, much of God. Tt may ‘not be.ini

X2
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adjust- "

I when the phys:c:an does not' the pas-
. tor.can show a pattern-of love and. -
o _forgweness, whén the’ psychologlsi
.- -does not. The pastor. possesses the rich-
" est ‘of resources in God and the Bi-
“‘ble; in ‘personal - experience. of . the’
“grace of God, in .an" awareness of-
" forgiveness,” in inner transforma-
;" ‘tion ‘arid cleansing, in spuu_tual bless-
- ings, in’ realized strength, in enkin-
‘dled’ hope,nn mSplred faxth m qu1et

: conﬁdence

But all of this requlres much of. the

human - understanding,

what the pastor - says 'as ‘much- as”

.in what he is while the interview isin..

'progress it may riot be in what he’

* says as-much as.in the spirit of his-

approach and appeal. He must know

" God - in -daily" fellowship;. he “must .
" know' the Bible"in personal impact;-
.~ -he .must kinow human natire, regen-

erate and’ unregenerate, ‘hé - must

know the workings of. the’ ‘normal. -
“.mind under ‘the stress and strain of -

“emotion and fear and insecurity and -
frustratlon andw‘_amnety and resent--

~“ments; and withal he must be a mian’.
. “of God geniline, Splrltua] sympa— e
- ‘theti¢, and understandmg RETRE
" 'The’ pastor will find" h:s ‘work' -as . |
.counselor to be an exhaustmg work,
. a dlscourﬂgmg .work , some - of the"
-+ “-time, but a rewardmg WOz:k maost of -
~.the .timeé; " More ‘and more he wrll'

ﬁnd that lus ‘ministry will ‘stand or -
“fall "on this,” He -must ‘be "a good

" preacher of the Word; he must. tall
- on his ‘pecple with' a ‘shepherd’s -
. heart; but also he must as counselor
: make the power of the Spirit a liv-
" ing resource to others. This will not-
- be a spectacular ministry; this min-
- istry. w:ll not brmg loud publtc ac-
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C'Ii'lﬂim.; but this humble 'servide of _the.

pastor as counselor is that-of which

- _rnenl«;tnd"today ,stand_s in .gr'eat need.

, Come Before Wmter
- (C’ontmued from ‘page 18) "

" 'Come. before the wihter-of. hfe sets
in, Even now the- sprmgtlme is over,
the summer. almost gone.. Come be-’
. fore the year of life closes. Aecord-
~ing to an old legend, a'man made a
“covenant with Death; in which Death

: promised that he would not come for’
. the man until:he had sent a messenger -

well in advance to warn him,’ ‘When
suddenly he appeared the man was
“caught by surprise and’ protested that -
-Death had not kept his bargain. -
“Why did - you not’ send your mes:
aenger"" P )
ST d1d send A messenger. I sent
several messengers Look " at. your -

: hair: it was ‘once black, but néw'is *

gray Your face has beconie wrmkled
.your eye is dlm -yaur hearmg i¥ no '
longer-‘acute; You have lost your

© teeth, and your. form ‘has become -

atooped ‘What are these but the mes-

sengers of Death?" - _
“Yes, wh1le thé evil days come not,

Iet us turn to the God of our salvatxon ax

" Remember now. thy Creator,

Come’ before the “winter of con-—

. science begins. While you are awake

to these obhgat:ons -act. upon them. -
“We can’ deaden our sensibilities by’
constant re]ectlon of the. truth. Whlle L
it is called today, harden not. your
heart. Whlle you have llght walk in -
“the light! = - - ‘
. Come- before the Wmter of Gods
call The foolish. virgins who took no
oil 'in their vessels: and: attempted to -
remedy their neglect too-late found -
“that the daor. was shut against them, -
‘Today: God: calls, If you will hear His
~ voice, come now, Come today Come .
before wmter v - -
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" business estabhshment
is exposed chiefly at. the place where .-

Y
.-

The Mlnlster s Professuonal E’rhlcs
- -' By Mllo L: Amold*

s I COMPLETE | my t\venty fmuth
consecutive-ycar in thc ptaslor-

- “ate, 1 am ‘more convinced than’ ever
that the ministers’ -are
‘treated, most hlghly rewarded, -and

“miost- priviléged. persons in the com--..

munlty—nll this. in-spite- of - the'.fact
that we “often are blundermq and

* stupid. . Our work is often meﬂ'luent :
.our othics lacking in dignity, and our -
< auomphshmentq below e\pectations

1 be]:eve that if any pu;feswonnl

group “in - the. world noeds a well-

. defined. code of ethies, it is the Mmin-
isters. " In many . commumtzes

S

years by the unethwal conduct .of the

'. men of the pulpit.” Many. tines good
~men_have been .marked down' as .

;'_'bad men because of then pemly dle-
~fined code of elhlcs
- ginall fly. has given a very precious-

- ointment a most lndthbume odor, and u

rsmall unethical trait can make a 'most

able. 'man 10 be éntirely rejected in |
the ared - where his ministry should.
the -

“be .most - fruitful. © Remembor, "
'mmlster Jives “in the ‘mast exposed-

" spot - in the commUmty A goldfish’
- lives in privacy as compared to the

“minister. - Our, Ilves must be public,

Br ethren we must always be .good,
- “Not ‘only  mist our . intentiops. be
" right, but our work: must-<be ‘done

with grace and dignity befijting our -
.. .position, "There are more things we’
" can. do wrong than is. ‘true. of - any-

. body.-else.  The merchant is “exposed .

c to ethjcal hazm ds chiefly while at his

- he practices ‘medicine, the- lnwyer n.

the handlmg of hl‘i case, etc But the‘

o 'MJanter Yaklma Wa;mngean
50 (aza) ‘

the - best- -

. ‘the -
. work of God has: becu hindered fm B

“three .areps:

Many- tlme-z, i

The ‘doctor .

‘minister is never frec. I;om expusure -
The ‘miinister’s professional .ethics are-
“invelved in the way he speaks to his
wife, the way he spanks hié babies, - .
. the. ‘way he drives. his car, the way ..
he preachies his sermons, the way he =+
drdsses, the time,of day he gets out
. of bed, ‘Our prot'esrsmn is exposed: in
“every ‘place that our life is ‘exposed, .
‘ for a minister’s profession éannot be - -
sapmated from the. minister ‘himself, .- .

"It is-obvious that we cannot cover,
‘eveén casu*:lly, the ficld beforé-us in

this' allotted “time, .but - we will .try . "
“to blaze an. occasional tree along the .
For.conven-. . °
icnee, we will divide ‘the. L.ub]m.t into
(1) the minister’s per—_"

route. we want to go..

sonal’ ethws, (2) -the. minister’s par-

‘ish’ ethics; -and  {3) -the mlmsters;
ethics vin the wider . paush or ‘de-.
. nommatlonal relatlonshlps SRR

1 Tug’ mesmns PrnsoNAL LIFE'
- Errites . :
" A, Be Industnous Never Iet any.':"- e
member of ‘your: church woik. hard- C

.er at his job than you work at yours,

.- Youi -profession needs:the dignity of -

- industrious, businesslike men. Don't.
give it less ‘Get up in_the mormng"

* -and get .o work and keep. working.

" .The:people- have a right to your best; -
.Geod has a nght to-ypur best; and the -
very soul of you'needs' the surge of -~

self~respect which comes fram. hard R

";‘U‘O]’](, the dlhgent we]]-org,amzed ef— .

mt

- B Be a Mrm’ Dont go 'uound

-Iunkmg ff;n pxty bemuse of ‘the way - o
‘Sister  So-and-sa -treated you or- the

way Brother- So- and-so failed to ap-

. breciate you. Be a man with your &

‘head ‘up, .your chin- out, .and your
- face. shnved. “You ‘don’t:need t6 be .
s pitied;” and to go around lookmg for-

_ Tha Prnuc:hors Muquzino P
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o plty‘ls to.be Ehtldlsh, dls.gustlugl, and

‘unworthy of the calhng of, God and.

. the: conﬁdence of men, T ..
2 C. Be magnamnmus ‘Never stoop'
- to small things.” Treat” your enem:es,

_just ;as ‘graciously . as you "da* your-
friends.

“inous letter,. don't: stoop ‘to mention -
Jt from’ the pu]plt If someone slights:

vou, neve: let lum nr anyone else

know. you noticed it, ‘If someone

won't du ‘a_job. your ;.vny, don’t be;‘-

above ‘]umptng in:ahd helping to do -

it-his way. It's gettmg the ]ob done '

thatq important,. : .
| D Bp reserved. Be fr)endly, 50+

clable, and warm, but don't be'gushy, .
. effervescent; -or - frothy Keep - your
_ dignity “wherever you_are. You are "
j. “still . minister’ of the gospel- even if .
“you are in. working clothes.

Keep
.-yout. Ianguage lofty, “your- conduct
.--unimpeachable, and your . relations
. ships “dignified. Never stoop- to ]augh
-at a smutty Joke nor to pass a-coarse
- story.. Be a-friend to all' men, but a
- ‘fallower of- none.

‘her the: advantage of ‘any partlcular

% personal. attentions: Never put your
" . hands _on_her" person; and let: your.

handshakes be short and: formal.

Some' women are ‘so blind: they . mlght
thmk you~are hnndsome, and some -
._ate so stupxd they would. think you

éharmmg ‘Don't give them any

" chance to think that youaré attracted
.. 'to'them.’ Remember, they -sometimes’
- need’ only. a silly' or unintended bit,
.. of attention .to send them forth with
- fluttermg ‘hearts - to, invent _stories,
I w}uch ‘they will tell ' to - fatten their -
ego, even though there is_ no word
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‘Respect, the ‘folks who, dif-
fer w:th you as much- as you dn ‘the
yes ‘men” of your parish.- If some- "
body takes ‘an underhand cut’at you,
“don't yield to the temptation to reply. .
If somebody: -writes: You ‘an apony-"

You are to - léad’
“the world, hot to be -led by it. Avoid:
“in_ partlcuhr the ' flattering woman. .
Keep her at.n distance.. Never gwe :

J'of,tr_‘uth in them. They’re“dangerous'. )

~You don't nced to be-afraid of them, ..
- but you must certainly keep them at. -~
a safe distance. Your ‘standard of
“ethics here- must be-so safe that it

- ot only prevents. exposure 1o just:

usllélsm, hut prevents exposure to -
mvented stmle‘; ‘which ‘can be a’ fig-
ment of a perverted 1magmat10n )
. E. Be sincere. Be" at heart. the . -
kmd of man you want people to think -
-you are. Nevet- pamt yourself over,
Be- rntural but he right. There 'is
nothing so Ioathsome as. an insincere-
preachex If you 're not. able to. he
‘what youwant people 10. think you' .’
are, then_make yourself over by the
“help ‘of God, .Live with people, work
‘with people, sharée with people until’
you "actually -and sincerely love peo:
" ple. . Don't ‘act like you love people -
'you don't. You .can- smce:e]y iove
N people if you will, ~
F:' Be unselfis sh: What could be ,
~ miore " unethical than _selfishness - in
the heart of a preacher? Think of it, -
_a preacher,. a_professed, follower" of
“the. lowly. .Nazarene, - the. One ‘who -
-gave himself for the sins of a world, o
‘ bemg selfish, lookmg for- personal .
. gain, “personal  praise, and personal =
- aggrandizement! Let’s be dead to.'
self! S
2 THE Mmrs'rsns Pmusu E'nmcs

A Dont be o respecter of per-. -
sons: -Treat all your people alike.
. Give yourself and..your. time -to peo-_‘.;
‘ple accordlng to their needs, not ac-
cording: to your ‘own emoyment It .
“may be that the person you enjoy the" .
" least will need you mest and the per- -
“son you enjoy mast will need you-the. -
least. ' Let. your ‘time be dlstrlbuted'
accordmg to need., You have only.
one life to gwe, S0 nge 4t Where it
“will count most. : '

B. Nevcr treat mlyones prob!cms"
Eaghtly If-anyone has a- problem big
enough to-. share - with. you; " it -de-"
serves your courteous treatment 1t
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- _istandards

1 and other- side-line incomes:
. are all right in many’ cases, but don’t
- allow -the people to. give you theu'__.?.
" tithes on the side.” Don't give special
"attentxon to the persons who mlght'

o ;._52 2]

.- joke” :
-with your friends..
T oyou,”

~ may look foolish to you, but it-is not’

' -faolish. to him,
you' to pray: for God to send her a-
husband, it -is"a serious matter with
Cher. If teen-age youngsters are hav- -
“ing’ courtship problems, don’t dare -
“treat them llghtly Don't ever. yield
‘to the temphtlon to share the “good -
-of -their “problem laughingly -
-If  they. trusted .
S you are. honor—bound to be
:.. .- worthy _of. that trust. :

. Ci Be carej'ul how you go about E
B gettmg a raise of salary. Never stoop

* to hint for-it. "Never go about with a’
) hard—luck story.. Never let ‘your per-:

" sonal financial” needs
. -much”a public- matter.
" church offers you acall at a. larger
- salary, be careful how you. acceptit.
‘It might’ be the right move, and it
'might ‘not, but the.salary. is.not the -
determmmg factor. Den't: try. to put
T "your church over a barrél to raise
© your salary by telllng them of. the_;
~bids - of another ‘church. - Don’t go
* -around
- much’ more ‘such-and-such: a_church
‘pays. Try even to kkeep. your wife .
- from deing such a thing. . If you want

- a raise, just set about to”be.worth.
- ‘more.

. -attentlon to the needs of your people
_:that- they will just neturally ‘have to -
" " pay more attention to your needs. "
. . Watch. about allowing "your salary'
.- to rise above the ablhty of ‘the -peo-
_ple you serve,’

‘If an old matd asks

‘telling “your, people how

‘Give’ such personal sincere

"It -is “possible for-a
pastor to become handicapped "inhis

.~ ministry to his- people by a separa:
- tion: from them-in inedome or living -
The "pastor who expects -
~to_live abave the .people will soon, -
find that he is living somewhere else. _

Be.. cautious about g1fts discounts,

gifts,

‘their

become. . too .-
If another

They N

oo 1

be able to give the ‘most glfts, nor. -
- try lo get on the good side of some - . -
rich person ‘who - might die and re-
‘member: you in_his will. It is ea$y for -

us- to pay a terrifie prlce in ‘commu-

* nity good will for some very s_malI- _
Sometimes people’. will -give. .

you, gilts, .and you. should accept

‘them’ w1th apprecmtlon, “but. never :. - 3
get-to the. place. where you -expect .
them, nor where you become unhappy -
il they fail to give again. Usually the
‘pastors who ‘get the most gifts from
comparatwely‘_ -
. short- pastorates- and " sty in’ com<
" par atlvely small parlshes “This is- not

people have -

always true, . but it -is true- often

‘enough to make us caut:ous ‘Never
“ask’ a discount - because you are d- .
-préacher. . To-do so0.is beneath” your -
_dignity’ as a.Christian ‘minister, 1f = -
- people choose to give you a discount,” ~
“-aecept ‘it thankfully, but let :t be at_ R
“their. suggestion. S

.D. Respect your church
The pastor has no other group of

people whose admonition and counsel-f )
can mean so much as that of the
board. Den't think them a group of '+ -
selfish people who. are trying to ‘tie =
" your hands, But-as a group of friends

who are trying ‘to ‘keep-you from

,burmng your ﬁngers “They aré, in_ -~
the main, peOple of good sense and . RS
They have'
~been elected to ‘represent:the pegple. . - ..
Tt is likelythat they know the com- . .
“munhity better'than you know-it. They" o
may know what is good for you bet-,

. 'ter_ than eéven you know. The lénger .

1 vae! the’ more I thank God for . .

wholesome experiences:’

church boards.- They ve. been -a life-
saver ' for me: many: times:

for me, they -are -patient’ with me,

_ they love: me, and T owe: them no less

m return

1 count. .
them as ‘wonderfisl- Christian friends - -
. who are praying for me and trying. @ -
‘to"help me. find ‘the right way 'to do.
“things. at: the right time: They pray -

"-l’ho‘-Preocliu.'s Mu,q'ml_lio'
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ST and more. the community. outsi
"‘Lhurch is- calling for a place in the
"minister’s life. There are campaigns,
* drives,

E Commmuty enterpnses
"the

-crusades, scandals,.

rather than preachers of the ‘gospel:

" someone’s ; chestnuts out -of; the fite.

.

' ‘People  will want to get ‘the church-
" “mailing list or membersh:p list for cir-.
. cularlzmg the members for selling
‘books, - or- Bibles.
‘There is. no Justlﬁcatxon for the pas-"
- tor allowmg the. membership list of
- the church to be. shared- ‘with- ahy-"
_bady. It is sacred prope‘rty, and must
"be used. on!y as such ‘ '

them insurance,.

F Honoranums ‘ Weddings,)

' .nerals ‘special addresses, "and unusual’
-, 'services. rendered will: often be - oc-
" casions when ‘people - will do some-
" thing . nite for the minister. In.one -
* sense, they are all a part.of the min-. -
“iister’s parish -dutiés, .and, he is al-
L ready being paid, a salary. to support
. "him so that he may engage in’ these
‘duties. There are tiivies when a.min-
.~ ister will refuse honorariums for any "
©.oLor ‘all’ these services, ‘and “there ave - .
. 'times - when it is entirely fine “for
“him to accept them. Unfortunate, in-
‘deed ‘is the minister who. cannot say,
““No," to a ten-dollar: bill.: The peo- .
'ple may be wilhng to gwe 1t, but.

s Sap!amber-Oclobnr. msz ;

and a
thousand  bther things that come to
" séek out our attention. The.people
- .will often want us to ‘make a state-,
ment, formally or mformnlly Some-~
- times they will want us'to take sides -~
© in:some- campaign whmh actually - is
-not-ours.. To take part is likely to be’

- dangerous It can give us_an unex-

. pected: amotint of. pubhmty, but it 'is
‘often undesired pubhmty ‘We may "
s ‘get’ to. be ‘known as crusaders, as
- - crackpots, fighters, or somethmg else.:.

‘More:

‘refuse .it.-

_-mind; -

there:are many reasons. for him to
His refusal to accept it _
might be the thing that would break

- down a. prejudice; in ‘some person's’
It might be the thing that . .
would give him ‘an open-door of seér-

- vice to people whom he would ‘other-

" wise nevér. -havé access to.. If they -

~ We hLave a duty to. ‘the ‘community, "
it is true, and’ we dare not be afraid
" to accept’it, but we fieed'to think the.
- matter- through well enough o know,
'_"that we are ot ‘being used to pull.
" back .and wish you had done. differ- "
“ently. Just be suré that-money does
not become too" :mportant toyou. In. .
" case: you do some service for some- .
- pérson, -couple, or family, and- they o
do not give you anything or glve you -
something very small, don’t let your- ..
‘self notice the matter too much. They - -
may. be ignorant, and néver’ dream .,
but -they are doing all they are'sup-< .-
fu-l." posed to do. They may be financially -
* embarrassed,. and - doing their  very .
-best. They may have left the matter -
-to someone else, and. the money was " .
llost in transit to you. ‘By-all méans, |
Many a
- man has Tost. précious_ influénce by -
telling. how little some hndegroom-r T
him' for a wedding. ‘Watch that
: dollar, itisa dangerous Bandit' if you we

i

_malns

: pai

pay you for” the service, . they ‘may

feel . the matter completely closed, =
‘and . no further interest in you' re-'
Jf- theéy: are - unable to’ pay .
you, they might feel a contlnued in- °

terest, and you might have a continut

ing .opportunity. On the: other hafd, _

< there are people who will feel ‘gen-- .
uinely hurt if you. do nét- accept theit.
_beneficence, and- would never feel .
free to call upon you, again if ‘you ™
Watch “for thls at- .
'tltude, too, There is no- ruleto fol- .
fow. Just.do your: best; and. then,

turned it down.

when it'is past, you will often look

never tell. a soul about it

Tet it get between you, und folks

G. Spec:al occasions.” The miita -
~ister will often be called for special - -
.oteasions in the lives of his people! -
" Funerals, Weddmgs, baptzsms, and -
sundry other.’ events will: lay - their

elalms upon hlm They are unper-'- -
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‘numsters ‘are asked tf)

tant. Take ti;_ne for themn, 1t t{'eoup"le

asks you to-marry them, it is im-
portant,” Take time for- them, 'Visit'

" with them. Counsel "with them, and -

know them as fully as you can, I
they -are mdwxduals you can con-.

- ,sct_e_nti.ously marry, g6 ahead- rever-
ently. If you cannot do it with a.good -

.conscience, tell thenr.so- and refuse
"19_become involved- in it.: Nc.ver in-
“sult them, but never Fisk yéur min-
istry- on a’ queetlonable wedding,
Neve1 have any. purt in a pubhutyt
“stunt” wedding, or in" any wedding
“where you have questmns zbout the
" legality of the marriage.- :

* As for’ funerals, 1 have never ye- '

fuse to say-he has gone o - heaven'

“'him can believe thatit is true. It is-

‘not enough that.I think ‘he made it, -

"He inust- have so. hved “that the . peo-'

. ple who are at the service' can have

“«faith in his. salvatmn too Often our..

. funeral where various lodges or oth-
‘er sedret orders have a part. Person-

ally, I guard the maiter. so -that I

; . never-gppear to ‘be having -a- parct in:

o
il

" are a different matter, and the min-
" istér can ‘safely co- oper ate W1th them

: thejr ritual. . Bither I have my part-
of the funexa] service and sit’ down
before they. start, or they have theirs.
and sit- down and I slart. I don't
~want that. people should ever’ think
“that’ I am  connected

heathenmh rttuals Military funera]s-'

Lnneen PaARISH |
A The. neighbor mmtster God
' has dealt kindly withi us “that ‘we do :

" not have to be all alone in the work we. .
* -are doing.: He has placed many fine °

. Christian ministers. about us, and we
should. enjoy-thein. They are nof our:
competltors but our: contemporanes

54 (330)

“them..
- sometimeés 1 fear we- dont ‘know how:
to heIp them help us as we ought 1
-am. sure- that no man has ever ap- " .
conduc.t 8- more than I I-have never yel cast”
L vote ‘against one, and. see no- mason i. S
Cin - the. foreseeahle futule to' do.so. -
. They have always.: béen . men who. -
_ﬂchallenged me, inspired me, and- led

with  their -

_ courted

‘_They are human ﬂnd like. us, mdke
'mlstakee, but. they deserve our eonﬁ-

dente, “and. we “should share ‘with

them ‘in the {ullest-possible manner. e
. No minister can run’ down anothe1 '

- minister ‘to mﬂate hls own ego. Nu
‘minister éan afford to make the pub—
lier thmk legs of prea(.hers
ister ean uﬂ'ond the

to becgine: jealous of anothe: I the
other: fmijnister is- 5u(.ceedmg more
than yuu, cungratulate hnn ‘Praise:

_;_hnn Ary - to find -out how he does ‘it,
- and: ledrn A lesson. . e
of a LOl'ﬂpl‘O!nlSE just . beeause he is s
sudceeding: more. than “you, '
“fused to ‘conduet a funeral’ for any-. -
/one, but ‘I try ‘to: ‘guard . caréfully
“what 1 say about-the de- ea,ed I re-

Don't accuse him

B. The du.».trzct* supermtendent
God’ lns prnvlded men among

“whom_ we honor with the responsl-

'_;b:llttlc‘s
-unless I think ‘the. pcop]e whn know . 1 good niers and God. hasi Blessed -

‘of -superintendéncy.’ They -

We ‘helieve in them. Yet.

-precmted his district qupm‘mlendents

me closer-to God. Their’ counsel” has

. been good and’ their fellowship de-

lightful, If 1 were a «district super:.

,-mtendeht T-believe T would want to

be treated like a Chrlstmn brother.”

.I would not want men to fawn over
- me;y . flatter .me, fuss over: me, or-be -

:_afraid of .me. - I believe they are men .. "
* who feel.that way, too. I don’t think =~
3. The Mmrsmns [‘.Tmcs IN 'rm: .

they want to be gushed over. I don't

- think they like: to have half the time .
.‘.'for their sermon tiken up witht ﬂow- N
ery . and flattering intfoductions, . I. - - .}
'adon’t think they want to be treated as.
someone, whose - favor ‘has to ‘be -
I ‘think they want-to be -

treated ‘with' respect and: dignity, but-

;ias men _ and.. .Christian gentlemen o

The Praachan Magn:ine

No min- T
wztheune ex-"
_peucme of allowing his’ owit soul

S They don t want us to feel that they'
" hold "an” ax . over -our,

" they will let fall if we disagree with -+
- them, and they dun t want us to feel -

“that they are going to. think that we -
' are not for them unless we. shower‘
~‘them with_soft, sweet, nice:smelling

‘_.;words They:are men, men, of ‘God,
- and men who want to -get’ thmgs

“done.”’

‘each man,- for- they “have others to.

. ,see. They can't brag-on us all the -
., time; for” they have some, necessary
.fdultf‘mdmg to. do. .
. up-our weaknesses all the time; they
_have to be honest, and we don t want .

" to make liars of them Just to keep us

Sl good humor

o ._ Seplemhor-Oclebar. 1952

c. Dtstrtct oﬂtccrs

at ‘once,’ Some ‘men are- .better

~-known, better Iookmg, or better ad-
vertised - than. others,. and - they get'-_-
- ‘elected. This is not a refléction upon
7 the” persons who are’ riot elected. . It
: ,,]ust means that they can have the -
. much easier job of’ co-operatmg with
" thie people. who .losé’ the sleep, have-
" _the-headaches, and- buy the: aspirins,
.If a minister is not ‘elected to an of- .
" fice, it.is no reflection-upon him.: It
.. may ‘be a distinct. advantage for him...
Lt is” very. possxble thatit- detracts
“from hls pastorate, -and remember, no-.
“man sug:ceeds by -thé outside. thmgs--_
~ he does or the offices he holds. If he
7 succeeds; jt is becduse-he does a good
- job” in his- pastorate,
. officeté..which you ‘can be eleeted. _
‘;'whlch i§ so lmportant as’ the one to

There’ isno

‘heads  which

Let's just get’ out and help:
‘ lhem do it. Let's’ accept their-advicé,
" and share’ our: problems with them ‘
They - can't” spend much time w1th_

'They can't cover

Alcmg v.nth-
.the parlsh duties, we are.’so’ “organ-
ized that’ we must elect certam men
4o offices -of responslbxhty over the. "
_ work of God. The reason we eleet a.
few: to a board -or: Lomnnttee is ‘that
" we couldn’t all’ WOlkte['ﬁclently at it

whlch you - have been called by ac-

_loeal -church whoae pastor you_ are.

contagion  to . the - Lhur(.h we pastor.

"Somie _pastors have - been . unable o . .
.see. the connection’ betweeri the dis-

trict- and the general ‘finances, and’ .

- the-suceess of the local church. They .
- are both one, ‘and "the  kingdom rof -
"'_God is so-large it includes the’ ‘whole' -
- program; L
“build ‘the . kingdom. of God, not. to- ™
" build the chureh.- It is unethical for. .-
‘a pastor to ask the members to come
" out from the chuu.h in a body and
~form.” _
;.around him; and ‘it is egually’ un-- -
* ethical for him to tryte pull them fi--

‘We have been -called  to

a new - orgamzatlon built

nanclally ‘into “a . small sphere “sur:-
rounding - his “own-_influences,- and

~take lightly the dlstrlet and geneml -
- finances..: ‘ "

E.- Regm dmg sucwsqom rmd pred-:_

ecessors. Remember; ‘they’re nat.for ~

you.to choose.” One of the  most un- -

:'-'et}ncal things a nnmster ¢an do is to
“try to set the stage so; that his IavOnte

friend ‘can ‘become  his' successor. -1t

is" never safe for an outgoing pastor .
to even hint 'to the local people the - .
- name of a mahn hethinks would be ‘a

good pastor. If he -has suggestions,

-let: him mnake. ‘them - to the district - ;
L supermtendent Never let’ him' make:
. them to'.the: people

To do so will
cause the “chuich needless “injury,

“the friend ‘embarrassment, and the
‘district superintendént sIeep]ess
“nights. If you know a good man, the
‘ dxstrlet supermtendent will be hap-
py for your. suggestion; - but, there is -
‘no superintendent in- the, world who .

¢an come-into a ehurch and undo the -
damage done by an unwise sugges-

'tlon made by ‘an outgomg paster

' (Contmued on page 59) ‘
‘ ' tsan 55,

D, Benevolences One of the most o
-tender spots on many " people is the
.spot where the . purse . rests. This
_soreness can also be spread like a
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Generally Speakmg

‘ I‘or Your Bulletm - "BeeaUSe, the mlnlsfer éai'd “tha:t“ -
QussrmNs FOR COMMUNIC ANTS sermon lasted you three months."
. ‘-—E:cchange

AT THE Lom)s SUPPER ~* | ﬁ‘- Y

1. Do I'love Jesus Chrnst supreme-

- ly, and am. 1 thankful for Hns ]ove for Qulet Conhdence -

_me" o I wtsh thee now, nudst ull the world' _ ‘

2. Have I put away all sin and ac- - dark 301""010;

e cepted Him as my" personal Saviour?

. for'my redemption?’ - T morrow, |, -

S 4 Am 1 _seeking enrnestly to per- -
L fect holmtess of heart and hfe in the
" fear of God'? 4

5.: As 1 come to God 5 table, is my

‘ Test. A

- heart filled with thankfulness to God? - . His Zﬁ;o::zs’sovermgn—euen as H:s ‘
6. Am' I at peace thh my fellow e power. - ol
. -man? s B Today o’er earth deep groqus and lam- . -
7. Do L. love my nelghbor as my- 7L entations— - o
self" : But He is rulmg e ‘en, m thts dork :
8 Dol 1ove the Chrlstlan brother- . hour '

" hood and’ tréat each of them ‘as a

9. Am' T ‘expecting -J esus to return, ;- pussion .
nnd -am I living daily in preparatlon '
. ‘for His coming? ~ .. - the Throte;

" give myself fully to the w1ll of God " - fashion
- 11."- Do T here and now, trust Jesus alone
for spirit ual nourzshment and

strength" AR :
S 12, Do T recugmze in these sacred
- symbols a pledge of divine grace fo-
ey and do I'receive them as such?
: --Paspnnso sr R E Pnrce ;‘ o5

'In Htm we rest our Fortress strong,
abzdmg,

" alarm; .

-~ oo, confiding; L
A Good Sermon—or Wns It" Ll _ FOT f:rf,? " keep J‘rom every kmd of . T
A woman after’the setmon, thanked o --J DANSDN S,an
the “minister for his discourse; - “I
- found it helpful,” she' said. - The Muin Thmg

 *'The minister, replied,  “I hope it
- will not prove so’ helpful as:the last
. sermon you heard me preach,” .
. “Why, what do you mean"" :h ﬁ’:St

The quiet sense of be:ng tru[y blest o
.3 Am I trusting His atomng work We cannot tell what-waits us- on the'_-"

" But we' can have in Hzm deep, qu:et S

' Has hand unseen sttll ruleth o er. the3 L

- fellow member of the body of Christ?- --"Not sm, nor wroug, nor base, unho!y '

hall win' the daJ, smce He s on . A

10: As'I.take these. elements do I N Ot so shall He H's holy PWPOS@' “

T}"hough oft it seems that evtl rezgn§ |

In Ham is peace, and freedom fmm. o

' And quiiet strength and mward deep . 1

-2, Is it kind? .

j Some thmgs are more important
- - than others. Let us put ﬁrst thlngs Sl

‘;asked R S 1 The oaif. thmg is heart purity ‘
88 (?32)~.= e e e Preuchex’s Moqoxins L

o b g it g ;

'
‘.‘._

C 2. The mam thmg ;s not water, but
by ridiculing the rehglous lives of its .
‘elders. One would think, to read some
. of this. muckraking, that all deacons .-
- dnd preachers were ‘Pharisees. - It -
“would seem that any generatlon that -
‘has made as big a mess. of thmgs as’
~has® this ‘one would be too.red in the

fire. _
3. The main thlng that proves your

_l:berahty is not how miich. you .give
: but how much you have left. . -
- 4. The main thing is not “Are you .
.. able to’ give a needed- xeproof‘?” buf:

"“Can you take one well2" .

- 5,- The main thing is riot how well -

_.you can argue your point, but "how

" have a hard time- éollectmg what you'
owe"" o " §
7. The main thmg is not to sup--

press your temper, but have thé con-
K ‘sciousniess .that every unholy thmg is .

‘. removed.,

" 8. The rnam thmg is ot how Well :

-a’ person ‘behaves in company,® but

how klnd he is to his family ‘at home.
L G —E. E.. Sm:mmmsn

o An A:d to F I‘mth

Th.ree men, were walking on.a wall
Fecling, Faith, and Fact, . ™"

When Feeling had an awful fall
~And Faith was taken aback.

So ‘close was Faith to- Feeling, * '
“That Faith then fell dotwn too, -
But Fact remamed and brought thth

o back, - .
And Fmth brought Feelmg too .
Lu-AU'rHon UNKNOWN )

Three Things to Remember CeL

Before speaking of a person who s,
. absent; subject yourself to these three
- tests,’ . If ‘you can get gver all three
hurdles you are safe. . :

1. Is it true? - ;.‘.'_ A

3.-Is'it neeessary"

We often can get past the first two,’ "" lived t o thank God that not all my .

"7 but get bogged down eontendmg w1th._ -
- the third

Quotes

It -is" very fashlonable nowadays for' :
' th1s sge to.. gwe vent o ]ong—_

Sopiembar-Oetoher. 1952 3 f,_ .

SUppressed resentndent and rebelhon

face to. shng mud “at  its -forebears.

- Back of some of it may be a nostalgia
. you can cense in order to. preserve_',
© peace. - .
"% 6. The main: thmg is not how rlch_.'
“.you appear in public, but: “Do others

arid a suspicion that perhaps our el-

‘ders really had somethlng which our _' -

pride. will’ not -let us.stoop to find.-
Then, of eourse, awe have heard every-

thing, read - everythmg, exper:enced
evérything—e x cept those - secrets
- .which are hldden from the wise and
-‘jprudent -and revealed unto babes::

Even’'a knowledge of -the good may
keep us from knowing the best. Know- .

ing too mitich, we do not know enough.
‘f.—From Hearts- Aﬁre' by Vance Hav- _
: ner (Revell) ‘

Dwxght L. Moody was asked up. to

" London ‘to meet a: group. of clergy”’

- there.. Some four- hundred had-gath-
ered. In his-quiet, quick; keen-witted
. fashion, - Moody -answered. questmns

~for -about.'an’ hour. . Then ‘someone -
" asked  the question. always ‘asked,

- “What's your .creed, Mr.. Moody‘?”
Quick came back the answer. “My
creed s m prmt " :

Oh, in prmt' Nobody knew of Mr

' "Moody hang written anything. "And

‘the question came at once, “Where?"
“What's the title of the book"" And .
-four hundred hands reached for four

“hundred penexls tp-write down the un-.
* - known title, Very quletly Mr. Moody
' 'suid, “Isaiah fifty-three, five."—From"
- A Treasury of S. D. Gordon (Revell)

Jean Ingelow once’ Sald “T have-

- prayers’ have been answered.” - This
.~ statement ‘'seems - an utter misunders
‘ standmg of prayer. There'is nio such

thing s an unanswered’ prayer. Each -

,wﬂl e able to recall tlmes m “his
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childhood when _he \yent fo his earth';

- ly father asking for things which were

" not best for him—things which might
_.have proven disastrous..if they had

_been given. In his wisdom, in his con-"-*

- cern for the well-being of his own—,"
. éven jn his limited vision of life ahead
 —the- earthly father knew. the thing

: ‘asked for would not be good and

P though it was hard to do, thoujh-it:

", burt him"as much as it hurt his child,

_he’ gently but firmly smd “No." » ‘Theé -

-same is true of the Heavenly Father
Hé wants what- is best [or "His ‘own.

L Sometlmes He, 'too, must -say; “No," :
" to some cherlshed hope. hut_ even-
"-‘then, in His matchless grace,;He shows

- the, better way—l"rom For Love, for-:

: Lafe, by Nell Warren' Outlaw (Revell) o

' The cult'; of comfort arej in .erfor,

~ “and they have no- worthy answer.to .

‘trouble when 'they tell us o dodge it

by metaphysmal -gymnastics, or to .
think it away.” The Omar. Khyyams

are useless, too; they. have no answer
N but to suggest thats we damn “this
. sorry schemie of things”; they want a-
.. world that is all pleasure and no pain.
"These.. light,.easy ‘answers are based
of, the false assumptlon that the goal
- of life is happ:ness, peace of mmd

and comfort It isn't. -

Holmess, riot happmess, is the goal '
. of life. So, when God molds & man, ,
" He. puts weights on hlm, gives: him®
- burdens to lift, rosses to carry,. hard- .
_ships to endure, tribulations: over.
which to triumph. - All is a profound'
" mystery, to .be_ sure. ;
.wanted to know why v1tamms are al- 'T v
. 'ways put in spmach and’ never in ice . ~
-~ créam, where they should be.”
" ‘ask ‘me “why, .but- for  some ‘strange
‘reason our sweetest’ songs -come out
of our saddest thoughts; the Negro ..
. spirituals are the sad songs:of a'sad .-
_race, and they are the loveliest music |
- in ‘America! Arnold Toynbee, the his-: -
'_'torlan, traced it through l'ustory in~’

.88 (334)

Don’t’

‘homiletic mill.

A little boy. .

hls monumentol study In a chapter
“enfitled. “The Stimulus-of: Blows,” he -
" shows how hardy civilization has come
" to birth'in response to challenge “The-. .
.greater the challenge, the greater the . .~

stimulus." Wlthout weights, -

mountain’ path “Why,

‘plained, *

Ythe bumps are what you climb on/’

“—From" Ride :the Wild Horses, by J BERTREE S
- ‘Wallace Hamxlton (Revell) R
Mlmsters are not called to-be dic-. -
-As shepherds -
-they should Jovingly lead the flock, AR PR
‘not drive it. ‘A- driven flock will'be. a5 SIS BN
-divided- - flock . -before long:~~From
- Called of God by Gllbert L Gufl'm
: (Revell)
‘He [Dr.: G Campbell Morgan} was .
‘keenly dlive to ‘daily contacts and in- "
- cidents ‘that “might be. 'grist to his =~ = .
-In one of the most. -« 1"
~famous  cherry orchards : of ‘south-. ~ = {.".
-western .British ‘Columbia, Dr, Mor- .. = =
‘gan stood amazed at the abundance .
"and size of the frult
. to-the grower,

tators, but_shepherds. -

o

The Preacher s W:fe

You may think it. qutte an easy task S

And just a pledsant life;

"But it really takes a lot of grace

.To be a preacher’s wife. .
She’s supposed to be a paragon o
"Without o fault in'view, . -
A saint when in the ‘parsonage,
As well as. in’ the pew '

'I'he Praacheu Maquztno 3

he sald e :

“Well!” he said - -
anyone can see that'
-‘cherrles are easxly grown here.” o

' “Dr. Morgan,” said the fruit grower

“we ate fighting for the-life of those .
cherries 365 days in' the year”” The -
reply was turned to telling account -

in a later message on Christiaf watehz -
" fulness—From' A -Man of the Word -
~ (Life of G. Campbell Morgan) by

;J1ll Morgan (Revell)

" H er home mast be a small hotel

'.r--‘And yet the members all agree

. She’s suppased to spread-but sunshme_
- Ske maust lend a symmpathetic ear

- And then forget about it,

s stood out.

‘ Weaknesses

For folks that chance to roam, y e

- And yet have peace and harmony—

"The .perfect preacher s home! _ :

1. - -Whencver groups are called to ineet,

‘even . .4, ..
‘civilization ‘cannot - keep going. . A lit- - -

_tle ‘boy ‘was leading his. sister up a "

‘she com-

Yit's not a'path at all.. It's all

- rocky and bumpy.”  ‘Sure,”

Her presence’ must’ be’ there—-"'

She should Iwe o hfe of prayer

. ‘Thou Jh hearmg peoples burdens P

- Their griefs both night and day,
“To those along ‘the way.
To every tale'of woe, -~

' Lest it to others go

Of quretness and poise,

: And “still _stay on'the. level < a

‘1«L‘ ) -

" With other girls and boys. . - .
You may think it quite an. easy . taslc
And just a pleasont life,

But really it takes a lot of grace co

To be a preacher 8 wt)‘e
Sermon Outlines '~
(Con!mued )'rom pnge 45)

make lumself promment by castlng“.‘
o hlmself from’ the high pinnacle.o.

"2/ 'In the- Gnrden Jesus prayed the

' prayer of emergency as drops of | blood.-
“Let - this cup ‘pass- from -
. - .me)” But above the emergen(.y He i m-.. '
o ststed on God’s will.- S

L The Bargam Prayer'

Ay Jncob made such a prayer (Gen.’lli- ‘
'- 28 20-22) g

. B Jephthah prayed thus (Judges
11 30,°31). :
-C. This sort of playmg is an -ini-
provement over the above because it
recognizes God's clonn, _but it has its:

"1, The onie pravmg somehmes for-

geta to keep his bargain. .
2. We have little rlght to’ bargam

- Seplember—Oclobor, 1952 L

+

. w1th God because we have S0 httle o
“with which, to, bargain. '

as Jacob bhould have txthed any-

way:

LA mother should be a Chrlstlan
whether her clulcl is saved ot not.

: \-D.. Agam we' turn 1o the praymg '
‘of Jesus 7
I it be posslble, let- tlus cup

puss from me.” But He leaves any

‘-.suggestlon for’ alternatnre schemes up
‘to Godas He prays, “Neverthelees not ,
oomy - owilly B
could havc called twelve leglons of =
" angels toHis assistance, but He - d:d

“but “thine, be- done ~He

not see’ Gaod's wnll in it.

2. The- best b'lrg,am that anyone .

a T can make is to.find the. perf fect: w1ll of ;'
Her cluldren must be models rare : N

God and stay within it.,.

1V, The Kingdom Prayer is the per- :
fect: prayer., “Thy, kingdom come. Thy.
’ w1]l be done in ear th as 1t is_ in* heav-.
cent |
© A Note that tlus petrtlon has ‘pres .-
E . ced,ence over all others, the prayer for -
" bread, forgweness, v1Ltory over temp— :
" . < tations and’ evil.” : ,
B. This kmd of praymg Wlll T

1. Get'you into. heaven:

- 2. -Keep you. from sin.;

3." Prevent “you, from-
dgmnst God’s _will. .

“4. Result-in strength “of Lharaeter, "

'polse and self-reallzatlon
: —-JouN Cnoss .

I The Mnmster 5 meess:onnl Etlucs

- (Contumed !rom page 55) '..

. Of course, the people will ask for -
your! suggestions, and’ they'll be sin-
~cere; but let- them:go to’ the district -

o supermtendent for suggesttons ond :

nominations..

Ne1tl1er can-you ehoose youl pred- :
‘ecessor,” When you first-'come to the =
*“church you will see a thousand things
he did ~wrong, and you: icould easily -
talk about ‘them, both_in the com--

(Contmued on page Gﬁ)

prnying; N
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""" a revival of géod_ ‘Preaching.” Some.

~ palling, . °

. .tl]is.j““Cari‘.'he‘preach?"~ EEOEREE
. Such an emphasis s  well placed.
The preacher may be - a good mixer,
but if he cannot preach, ‘his : social

- ’ S

]

‘throughout .all Chyistendom s

years ago ‘an Episcopalian rectdr .in

.. New  York, whether - in “jest or’ in
.. earnestness we cannot say,‘propo'se'd,.

- that there: be.'a three-year mora-

torium - on all preaching, TImmedi-:

‘ ately \.f.ast‘_r';nqmbers‘ of " people” who
read -this sensatioral pronouncement

;" ~were highly scandalized.” But one is .
- nevertheless .made fo wonder if a

. ‘not inconsiderable number of presch-
. 1

ers_have. not, at least to all intents -
- and piirposes, been following such.a -
.~ procedure - for “many  years.: The.
- dearth of high-level preaching in -our

day is genuinely. -alarming and ap-

" - There ean’ be fo possible su_bSti-("

‘., tute, fq;-__gob‘d preaching on the part

" of .the minister. . Whatever ‘élse - the
i+ -people of our _parishes’ may expect -
of us as ambassadors for “the Lord -

-Jesus Chiist, ‘they at least expect us
to be able.fo preach.' Times without:

. .-number - our general’ and- distriet
t ' leaders have called. to our: attention .
3 th‘at_. when' any . Nazarene church is
" congidering the'call of & new. pastor,

‘high upon . the list of questions asked.

+of . the district .superintendent rela--
i tive 1o any .prospective candidate’ is

graces will avail him but little in the .
carrying - out” of his. God-ordained
calling. He may be a veritable genius.

1. in organizational and administrative -
matters, and yet his people will feel ~

constantly dissatisfied and cheated if

- he cannot preach with at least a rea-
} sonable degred of ‘competence. “His
1 *Paper .!;lﬂd‘ before. quolraldu'.ﬂlst'rlcl.-‘ f'n-ac_r‘u:n-'. _lcdnver;!lori
| €0 (338) . e
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NE REVIVAL that is sorely needed

.. The Pastor and His Preaching Ministry
* ByMerilG. Bossen -

~.unless he be an acceptable preacher..

~And so one might cover the -entire.

scope of ‘duiies and: responsibilities

devolving. upon’ a” true ‘minister ‘of -

Fhe gospel.. Excellence in any one, or . .
‘in“all'of them, other than in preach-
ing, will never compendate for- lack -
and failure in’ this iniportant: field, . .
K .Y‘-’S} the people have' a right & ex= =~
‘pect-of the' man who ‘professes o be -
..called -of God “to.'preach ‘the gospel.' -~

. that he shall have at least 4 measure-

- of “ability in ‘harmony. with such an

exalted ealling,

. _Ir}d.eed;' to ,a?sﬁme-;othell'Wi'sé isto
*attribute folly-to Almighty God.. It -
“is to charge God with- requiring a -

man ' to-do that which he is utterly -

‘unable to do, ‘and that for leich'he‘
* Possesses no’ gifts or fitness,. .-

- Thé" entire* field - of service of the " .
pastor is inextricably. related to the -..
work - of " preaching, - Early “in His °
L-pl'l})lig;__lministi-y, "Jesus ‘returhed to .
*His home town' of Nazareth;- There, - .
-0s. His custom was, He went info the

synagogue on the'-Sabbath day,. In =
‘keeping- with' the prevailing custom .-

pf the day,_ag - visiting Rabhi He was. -
‘invited to. speak. ‘The parchment
“scroll, containing the  prophecy. of

Isaiah, was delivered unto’ Him from . -
_which to read.. Opening-the seroll to S
the sixty-first division of that proph- +
ecy, He began to'read ‘that scilpture
‘portion. which portrays-for us the call.. .
-and_ credentials of the Christian min- .

. -nw- Pr!hﬁl;;r;ll Mageatne - s R

interest'in and. concerri- for the peo-- .
ple-of his parish may -be’ deep and = -
abiding—so ‘much s6 ‘that he “may. -
continuously busy himself in calling
in their homes and thus seek to min-. .. -
dster to. their spiritual ‘welfare;: and- -
- still the work of the church’ will not. .-
prosper under his care as it dught- :

- Yy

. preaching.” These four themes, then,
‘" "are to-claim the earnest attention of
.~ every God-called minister, - First, he -

'is to preach the'gospel of good tidings
| 1o the poor; second, he is-to preach
- deliverance to the captlves;. third, he

" is to preach the recovering of sight to -
~ the:blind; and fourth, he is to preach.-

~ the acceptable’ year'of the Loid. . "
“rightly dividing the word of. truth.”"
" Foremost among the minister’s -

* of the name, should ever be content

7 ‘”"_ist,\er. Six _di_ffciept phziééé‘ Vior facets)
of the work of the minister of the -
. gospel.are there given, and, of these:

six, at least four- have ‘to;do with

- Again, St Paul lays the sime.

- crowning -emphasis upon preaching -

when he’ declares in his First Epistle
to. the - Corinthians that ““it. pleased -

'God hby. the foolishness of preaching
. .. to:save them that believe.”  You will .
.~ .plense to note that. he:does not say "
- foolish ‘preaching.. The- predching o

which he here refers is “foolishness”

.. - only ‘in the ‘sense alluded to in the
. eighteénth -veérse. where “he - affirms
.. that “the preachihg of the cross is to-
- “fhem that perish foolishness; but.un: ',
-+~ to'us which are-saved it is the. power
. of God.” That is to say that in the

‘cyes 'of men and woinen’ of this world -

~ - to preach Jesus Christ and the power
- and passion of His cross is sheer and -
- arrant folly. - But .you' and. I have
tested and ‘proved for ourselves .the
. power anid magnetic attraction of that -

middle’cross, - . -

If then presching be of such vast

.. importance, - it - should take " prece-
-, -dence . over :just about everything

-else in. the realm of -the pastor’s re-
-sponsibilities. . No ‘minister, worthy

or satisfied to be anything: short of
‘the” very, bhest preacher. that God,

. with-the preacher’s own hearty and.

" . .unreserved -co-operation, can make
Coef him: o o S
- % First of :all, if the- preacher is to’
- preach, he must prepare to preach.
" A call to preach is always and for-"
- . ever a call to prepare to preach. ‘And.

B -BoPIO:jﬁ!Se:r-Octohr.f 1|8 .

the preparation that every s-ué.cé,ssful,‘. .
preacher will. make -will be of two - -
kinds, There will be general prepara-- .

‘lion and there will ‘also be specific’ -
‘preparation.” S e

. General prcpayatiqn wi-ll.‘bé'_m;ldel .
by the . preacher ' throughout “all of -
the years of his ministry. He will ac-

solemn . injunction of Paul in writihg

to young-Timothy: “Study to. shew -
thyself approved unto God, a work~ -
man that needeth not to be ashamed, .

books of study, aiding him in acquir-
ing “this" géneral  preparation “for
preaching, will ‘be the Bible. In a

unigque sense.-he “will make it .the . -

man. of -his . gounsel. - It . will always™
remain tie Book of Books té -him. .

-He will not alone study. it when he -

“senses- the near approach of the erie -
‘sis moment, _when he, as Christ’s am- .
bassador, must stand. before a dying
‘congregation to-declare aright the full
-counsél of God. 'But regularly, cares

_fully,"diligently, -and -prayerfully .he
‘will study God’s precious Word. He

will not primarily appreach the Bible
with” the ‘homilist's microscope -and,

: "‘;n-ag'ni_fyiﬁg'g]asfj,'-()'r "the theologian's-

spectroscope and test tubes, to weigh-
‘and to analyze and to search for new
texts and themes-for sermons. Rath-"
er, -he “ will “lovingly ‘and -devotedly ~
~studythe Bible, continuously breath~
_ing this fervent prayer: “O God,
“speak:to me-out of Thy Word. Give.’

" me, I-pray Thee, Thy persopal mes -

' sage to my own heart,”

" "As the minister thus studies' God’s .
- Word, -not only will there' bé a re-
- sultant “deepeniing . and intensifying .
- of his. own spiritual life, but, like the -
floodtide "'of - a ‘mighty ' river,. down
“through - the -years_of ' his' ministry
" there will come to him a rich abun- .
“.dance of preaching material.- More -
_-and tore; as time goes by, he will-
N © (337)-61:

.cept. with the utmost serioysness.the .
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~Mlow,

Vo ' ’ : . - -

‘be able to preac}i'om of"‘the'ovexi-'

_devotional . use” of the Bible qualify

" to become, ‘as Jesus said,” “like unio-
© ‘a’'man that is an householder whleh"-
. - bringeth forth out: of his treéasure’

- thmgs new and:old.” - Alas it is that
many: ‘to whom we have hstened have‘ :

ouly beén’ suceessful in: brmgmg out

- of their mental méanderirigs and spir-

*iual vanmty thlngs stale and moldy -

w:th age.

“and all, to be studénts of the Book. -

his’ preachmg ministry " {and cer-

- will realize the. importance of read:ng

and studv in: order to eminénce in

_this" field.. He  will- bo~a reader sof

" books. If he has no tasfe for readmg,

* let him cultivate such 4 . taste. Not only-

history, blog,raphlcal books,

" aid the -preacher to have a full heart’
-if he 'will fill his mind with all of the

information ahd inspiration that w111

}: help him to'be a better preacher.

- The. question ‘arigses: How - much
qhall the preacher read? Perhaps no

. fixed and . m'lhen'lhle rules can he’
laid down by way of answer, but let

d' - him read at least several hours every

3 ; week., Soine years ago Dr, J. B.
' -Chapman made ihe shtement that
.the preacher 'who'did’ not read on-the.

average, at least one ‘hook every week
was inyvjting mental suicide. Most of

_ -us; perhaps, would feel that-the good
-doctor. was a bit'cxtreme and téo ex-
; .‘actmg in" his requlrements.

But, in

any- event let us aII seek as near an

462 ma)

(How- mﬁmtely better ‘this is -
. ‘than_ to preaLh out of the- harrell):’ .
Only those wlm thus pmctlce ‘such

In vain’ we have listened - -
. for ‘an oer:aslonal new gem. of truth-
and- beauty. May -God help,_us ‘one .

"He- eo_neluded by

‘ apploxlmatlon to th:s standard as is
‘possible in-our circumstances of life.
' Many w111 possibly - say:. “I don't.
- have, very muich . time “to read- and
“study.” | I'venture the observation’
that in pinety cases out of one"h'u'n.-'
dred ‘this is ‘the excuse of lazmess
“As asmatter of- fact, beloved, we do
Just’ nbout ‘what we want to do" . most.

1rnp0rt'mce of ‘reading’ -and study to,

Vhl‘; ‘ministry, he can - and will” f'md--‘-'- )
“time and opportumty for thIs ac- -

t1v1ty, o

Is it not n faet that too often we
!mve more .or loss’ glorxed inour. 1g-‘
In such cases we- are re- -

-~ minded.
The man who aspires. “to- suceess m : ded GF the little colloquy between .

nnrnnce"

a_conceited. youpg préacher and his

. " hisho Th .
* tainly this is a Jaudable aspll';ltlon)" P preacher had just’ in-

dulged in a tirade. against college’ and
_other higher- institutions of learmng
C saying . hi
thankful . e

Whereupon the blshop asked .

: him if he' meant; to say. he was’ thank-
“ful for hls ignerance,’ :

“Well ‘yes,” said’ the young man, -

“vou - may put lt ‘that way 1f you

ike”

“My observatmn IS. ald the b:sh-

?p.'” you have much to be thankful
or.” v

: TG Ray Jordan, in hls 1nsplrmg :
.book You Can Preach; tells of a letter
John Wesley ore- day received from °
“a brother, who declared
'has directed ‘me .to write you -and’
tell” you ‘that while “you know Greek

"The LOl'd

and "Hebrew, He can.do mthout your.

+ book larnin’.” To ‘this Mr., Wesley
- appt Fopriately rephed
: received, and I may say in.reply that
. your letter ‘was superfluous, as I al-

“ready. knew that the. Lord could do
~“without ‘my larnin’
- that ‘while the Lord does not direct

"Your letter -

. 1 wishto :say -

me ‘to.tell you, yet I wish to-say to

If 'a- man but realizes the primary -

was -
"had- never. heen: cor-
rupted by Lontact with' such- institu- " .-
tlom
.ought he to read devotlonal books, but

he ought, as well, to read books -of
¥ .. sermons, books of sc1ence, books of i
b hooks
L ‘which treat. of psychology; psychiatry;.
-and human relations. It will vast]y.'-'.
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you on my. Own respons;blhty that«"_ R S

the Lord does not need your lgnor-
~ ance eéither.” )

'- ‘world - is strong upon. her.

" Let us. never be gunlty of of[ermg'

ahbls and excuses either to God or-to

- the people in an’effort to pulhate our
_ sloth
-~ the years. “of our: ministry,  provided .
. - “Wwe are despexately defermined to he
. efficient. ambassadors of this g‘lorlouq
- " gospel -which ' has ‘heeni entrusted to.

- us, God will help us to: become more

: _r'md more’ thoroughly [umlshed and

prep'lred to. - discharge properly” ‘the .

and l'mness Down - through -

sacred- rcsponsibllitxes ‘devolving up-

on us as able ministers of the: Word

"Not only is genernl prep'uratmn es-

o sent:al to. the. pastor in his preaching”
mmlstly, hut speelﬁe preparatlon as

b N

well
EﬂLl‘l Tuesday mormng as the busy .
p'ntm enters chis. study’ (and  he

-should regularly and* ‘religipusly. on- .
. ter .it every morning. l'mrn Tuesday -

-through - Saturday unless the "direst”
emergency - prevents: il), he should.
- begin. his specific preparation’ for the

“.nexi Lord’s day. Ordlnm]y he l-:nowr;
D fu'll well he’ shall - twlee .on' that dny
- face:
" composed . of .

“eternity- -bound’ eonglegntlons
immortal mdlwduals

- destined elther for hedven orfor hell.

. ‘He knows that ‘the | ‘individuals - com-.-
v pnsmg those audiences will represent
) -‘_n wide variety of needs o

Here will sit ™ that father with

. stooped shoulders and bent back, and -
. beside him that | mother * with toll--
- waorn - hands “and. hair tinged’ with

“silver. . Réverses  have: .come. into™
their lwes the past ‘week, The chil-

. dren have seemied: ungratéful ‘and uri-

eppreclatlve of all- that Mother. and”
"Dad have tried .to_do for them.  Sa-..
fan has been camping hard on their’
- trail for the past days, and they are.
tempted 1o utter: dlseouragement
Yonder sils - that young ‘lady “of

hlgh school age.
"She has

hved all of- the years of her hfe in e
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Chr:stlan home but now that she 15

in high school, ‘her: classmates and.
friends -are doing things and going -
pl'u.es thal her. pdrents have taught -
her are wrong.” She has. wanted to’

" continue; o t.Jke ‘her stand for God

and the’ ‘right, but -already . she -has
‘marked . the ill-concealed: smirk. and-

the slight’ hftmg of the eyehrows that “:
denote - that in’ the minds " of her

schoolmates -she is -considered to be'
Ja little - brt ‘queer "and’ fanatical on.

“and to have'a wide: clrele of friends."
She is heginning ‘to wonder if, after.
all, it really pays to live for: Christ.”
Woult]nt it bhe just -as good to relax .
" her- stand'\rds a bit and fnrgr- { about

‘being ‘quile so religious, ‘at least un-.

“til she has grown older? What “can .
the preacher say. as to 1he worth-
.whileness _ of Chnsts serv:ee for
yuuth :

amblttons as to-what ‘he wants to do.

in the world and what ‘he would" like |

to make out of his: life. - But’ then,
" you know there is the war in Korea
and- his Tocal-draft’ hoard has already

‘¢alled up a number of the young fel-

“lows o[ about ‘his age from’ hls com-

mumtv “Indeed, just this- very Week E
he has recewed his notification to re- "

“port  for his phys:eal ‘examination.

Now all of his dream’ ¢astles-are fall- ©

“ing. “about him and -he feels lonely,

~baffled, and frush‘nted :Life -hardly -
scems wm‘th Jiving. Does the- gospel.
‘when hfe comes'_

‘have . any. answel
tumb]mg in?"

- And 50 we might go on and on asto. :

ihe probable needs.that will be rep-

“resented in the pastor’s congregations-
upon the followmg Sunday. ‘For the
needs thiat -we ~have supposed. are .-
‘practical’ and earthly, not dreamy or
W}nt answer shall the man -

(339) 63" 7
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She has the ‘normal: desire -
“of every young person to be popular -

In the rear. of ‘the church perhaps,
Awill €t ateen-age ‘young man. For”
queral ye'n'q now he has had certain’ -~



"7 our own souls - and the. souls of qur -
- people, shirk or ‘hold back sin" -the |

" sueh urgent need .upori the - part of

- of Almighty ‘God, is-a_crimigal; To -

."the moment as he confronts his peo-

~our ‘general .or specific prepaz-at:on

to preach properly the gospel- of Je-

" ' sus "Christ ‘under  the . power "and-:

.. anointing of _the. Holy Ghost sent
“ down from. heaven?. - :

!‘__.of his ‘congregation’s needs, he will-
~then: desire to. study" diligently and:
" carefully in: ‘the .direction of thought
-suggested 'by ‘the texts. It ‘will be -
.well for him_to_cultivate a receptivity -

: _:_may have 1o reveal to him in".har.

- ‘béfore consulting | commentaries and °
--other source books too much, lest he
be but a parrot ‘for. repeatmg what .
-;‘other men have written,
-~ mind and heart. have remained qulet-
ly m the presence of God soakmg in -

.68 mo)
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‘of God give to these and other des-"
. perate and anx:ous questions. of his
‘people? . ' '

The preacher who, in the light ‘of " Testament history.  and any. and. all

‘him, thenr let him consult’ commen-

> hig' parishioners,- can be careless’ or-
" trifling in facing -up to his responsi-
bility "to ‘meet those problems and.
- answer . those _questions,. in the eyes’

addrtlonal light ipon the proposed

" depend upon the mere inspiration “of
ple on the Sabbath day and stands’

travesty on our: hlgh and holy calImg

‘Brethren, in ‘this glorlous evangel
whrch has been entrusted to.us, we"
havé- the answers-to all of the vexa-

life. Dare any of us- as .we value - truth "

slightest iota wnth regard. to. elther

-trusted to our. hands

upon every preacher ‘the im ortance
After these. .

for every- accasion. Dr. J. B . -Chagr

titled

‘of ‘mind" and heart to any truth God .

‘sure of his pastoral ‘duties, "But the -

mony with the ‘chosen text and theme committee finally: " said; “Please'

-you will be- there, d Lo
After hls and you will fa:

shall be - satisfied;”

the truth ef God as It is- revea]ed to )

sermon. It is of the titmost impor- . -
-tance that he make. sure- that his-text -
is not taken out-of its settmg or mis-
/intérpreted. Any matters . of geog?'.
rdphy or history that may be referred:
. to in the sermon should be carefully,
. N mVestigated that- the preacher may .
“up ‘to.préach i nothing shert of- be .accurate in His preaching. ' The - 1
_préacher must ever bear: in mind - .
_the -admonition .of- Paul to Tlmothy,,""
_ previously referred to ih this paper, = ¥ -
that he.should study.to be a work- - . . 3"
tious  and demariding " problems  of ~Man '-"ﬂghﬂy dW!de the word Of'.'.'-f .

We. would - not Jeave the cor‘ls1der- .
atlon of ‘the’ preacher’s ‘preparation r
to ‘preach, however, without. urging .

-of making: his very best preparation

man, in his seminary Tectures en--. - -
“The . ‘Preaching Ministry,” ..
tells‘of Dr. Jowett that on a gwen-" :
~ occasion’ he was_invited- to come to oo
. a certain church to ‘deliver ar, ad-»w--"*'
-dress. -This the famois preacher was =

reluctant to do because of the pres-t

come. -We. need .you. You need mot ',
talk long.  If we can ‘announce -that ;. -,

T R P PR Tr.A

taries, a concordance, a New or Old. : s I

‘other helps available that may shed : e

Much more could be smd than has R
‘been " said concerning both- the, gen- " .
eral. and- speclﬁc preparat:on neces-', s
‘sary -to the proper proclamation of =
the. gospel of the blessed God en- .
But enough .
“has béen :said, we trust, io give. a -
| - ‘general . outlme of - the preachers
T As part of his spec1ﬁc preparatmn * preparation to preach.. - :

' 'to -preach,’the earnest- ‘pastor - will
"~ want, early ‘in the week to ‘decide
" upon. texts and topics for. the follow-

- Ing Sunday. Hé will make this a mat-.
. ter of earnest prayer,-
" have been revealed to: him in ‘an-

. swer to’ prayer, mostly in the light

vor .us .with-a ‘ten-minute talk, we . -
Jowett y:elded‘ L
and promrsed to go; ‘but later that . -

- _ ‘I'be Proat:her’l Mugcmlno_‘ :

i

_+ _importunate, -
- prayer.
" the.oracle of God to his fellow - meri
~unless - he "comes stralght from - the’.
- throne room “of Divine Omnipotence
~*-with the deWS of. heaven fresh -upon’
- his spirit. © " : i

- committee “was. highly ~ embarrassed
" {o find that. this busy pastor found it
‘necessary to use:two full days.in pre--
*paring that ten-minute address. This
. story but’ 1llustrates how’ ser:ously E
.. one busy man took his work. )

- Purposely we have refrmned from

" saying .much -about - the- preachers
"prayer life,
. seeming neglect has been that we
have felt that the ‘main- emphasrs in -
" this ‘matter would more properly fall’

"Our - reason - for this:

within the compass of g consideration’

. of the pastor's devotlonal hfe. How-"
. ever, we wish to state'in’ N6 uncer--
-tain terms that the pastor will always
“be a glarlng ‘failure as a preacher, -
“as well as in everything else he daes;
" unless he lives continuously in the -
' spmt and atmosphere of prevallmg,_‘
‘and - prrxt-energized
No man can serve aright. as *

A few words may:. not be amiss. con-

(.ermng ‘the’ content’ of. the ‘pastor’s -
~ ., preaching. Caution: vould seem not
. 1o be out of’ order lest the pastor; in’
. his preaching; become. a hobbyist. -
LAl of us have certain themes upon
" which’ we especially love to preach
. 'but due care sheuld always be .€x--
-~ greiséd ‘that the preacher’s feet travel
- the entire fiéld of essentinl Christian -
"+, doetrine rather than.te follow con-
"stantly the ‘well-worn path’. ‘of - his’
- “favorite
- regularity. “Our fathers used to pray--
" from time to time!this very worthy -
prayer. “Lord, help the: preacher to-

themes with monoton ous.

- give to -all; ‘ooth saint. and smner,

R thexr portmn in due season.”
'The pastor should prench ngain‘

and -again, with .a . recurring and

" wholesome emphasis, upon-every im-’
““portant theme and’ doctrine of our -

-holy, -revealed rehgion He should

- Bep!emhor Oclober, 1952 R

‘driving,.

. content of ‘that message. _
help us to. guard well our- spmts and

-oa

preach on sin, re'pentonce, salvation, .-
atonement, God, faith, prayer, ‘com- - .-

fort, love, the- Holy Spmt ‘regenera-

_'tron, entire sanctification, judgment;’

heaven, and ‘hell. He should seek -to -

- cover’ so thgroughly the eatire com- -
“'pass- of the great truths of the Bi- -

ble durmg the tenure of every pas-

torate that no ‘man or woman who :
had attended. regularly the preach- -

ing services of his ‘church during. the -

.course of his’ ministry - there -could
fail to have.a clear understanding of

the teachmgs of God's holy Word.

_-Bvery pastor's preaching’ is char-. -
~ acterized by some dominant spmt

It.is possible for the preacher unwit-

tingly .to do- 1rreparable harm in his -

preaching " if he possesses - a harsh, .
dogmahc,

bition of eévery preacher. The people
will accept fearless and rugged truth'-

" if only they can ‘he persuaded. that .
the- man who' -proclaims - that - truth
sincerely loves them and that he is* |

" genuinely interested in- their eternal

" welfare. In the work of the ‘ministry |

the spirit. which motivates the mes-

—sage is of equal importonce w1th the’

ever make ‘sure that pur courage and:
- fearlessness _in- “prophetic utterance

are tempered with' a’ generous’ meas- -
“ure of -tenderness..and sol1c1tude for

“the: souls.of our people RN

Ph:lhps Brooks;. in. his Lectires on.

Preochmq, tells the following - story

"%l 'am. not convinced by what .you.

say. I am not sure that'I cannot an-

- swer every one of your: arguments .
¢aid. a man with. whom a preacher .

“had  heen- pleading,. “but one. thing"
~ which-1 eanfess I cannot understand.
It puzz]es me and makes me: feel a. -
power Ain whut you say. It is “why

mn 85’

unchantable
spirit. To preach the tiruth of God in . .
the spirit ‘of ‘an -all<consuming love &
. and tenderness far those to 'whom he
‘preaches. ‘should be the highest am~ .

May God .

_— =
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L yous should care. enough for meto’
- take-all this . trouble, ‘and “to “labor .
- with me as if you cared for my soul "
- This is the power which every onq of
" our hearers must feel .

What" should, be the dmnlndnt
drive ‘that impels or motwates us in
~all of ‘our prem.hmg" To what end
“und purpose. are all of. our sermons?.
* What are the goaIs and ends that ‘we’
desitre to achieve through. all of this ,
expendlture of _effort and energy";
. These questions can be answaled o
B Lhetter than to L,uggest that every pas-
Ctor i each message he . delivers
S should constantly be ! premhmg for "~
~ a. verdjct.” We ‘do not mean to sug--
_gest that every scrmon will ‘be pro-
- ductive of earnest. seckers -and happy :
finders: at an, altar ‘of prayer. - But’
.every time the mmlster stands up to-
_ -preach he. should have the ‘goal be- =
- fore” him, not only. of pmclaumng, o
- ‘truth; but of rea(.hmg ‘thiough to ihE‘
: heqrts of his audjtors and maving the e .
-wills of his hearers to definite age
e tlon for Christ and His gnspel

o

It is. not enough that men’s mmds
’ 5,hould be 1nf0rmed or that thear emo-
¢ .tions should be arcused. There muist
“be a definite. detision gt which ' they
“arrive’ i those thmg‘s that are vital -
_ to their, eternﬂl salvqtlon and Ho.their
- growth and developmenf in - Chris-* "
tian, character. God haq not ealled us -+
-and: appointed s as‘His- m:msters'
. that we should-blaze across the firm-
“ament of the world’s: cuuqcmusness_
. like br:lllant meteors. - That men’
should know us as gifted-orators and'
‘a5 ‘men of fluent and pleas;ng speah
_is not-to be our overweening ‘trnbi-
s tion. "He’ has cilléd us and commis-
. sioned us to .snat(_h immortal ‘souls -
as brands fmm the -eternal bBurning, -
to” wateh for thé “souls: uf men dnd
women as’ those who' must: one- day
1 give account to. the Judge -of the:
. :‘qumk und dead : -

e 66 (342)

- faithful servant: (
‘the ]oy of thy Lmd" .

On the gneat‘ day off fimI consum-

matlon ‘'we sliall- stand before His -
holy presence to layour trophies’ at -

His nail-scarred feet. | If on that ‘day

we ‘shall be: given to realize that.[”. . § .
_\he'Wf:n Was.- ‘made. eturnally richer L, H
: and “hell eternally - poorer because -
freely and. unstintedly we gave: to‘the._r' o
‘great. Shepherd ‘the best numstry that . -
it lay. within our poor power to give, =

that," in . ilself, w:]l be all the reward

“for whlch ‘any’ man could ask.’. There . =
‘is no joy on earth or in heaven come - .
2 parable to the joy -of: the- aoul win- -
- ner, Please God ‘it shall be’ given to.

all of us. t6 hear those blessed. words’

* of ‘commendation’ from the Lord: and L
' Mastel of ‘us all con(.mmng, our min-: .-

istry: “Well. done, thou good - and -

'I‘he Mmlstcr $ met.ssson'nl Eth:cs
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: mumty and at ne:ghboung pzmson-- B

ages. - But ‘wait” a few years, and -

- youll make some mistakes to-add to .
Cthem, and’ with . the. adde ‘chapter
-_'that you write, ‘the story willzbe
‘more c.omplete The: chances are that '
when " you're ‘gone there'll be somé™”
things - to - talk . about, too;” but who -
wants to ta]k about thcm. anyway"-r

Oh, well! There's “no. ond - to~the -
ﬁold ‘of the minister’s. ethics,. There ¢, = °
"is no’ hook ‘with all the answers in it.’ S
Just keep: ¢lose to God, study good”. - ]

‘mannéts, and-practice them. ‘Be un-

~selfish, and Chrlstlike, in (.very cip-"
-cumstance, and do your best, - Wlth"-.,_
- the patience of the people, the. coun- -
“sel. of the superinteridents, and the
kmdness of the neighbors, we'll. make ™

‘it to heaven and by the gmce of God
take. - some “others | thh us,  even

“though " we ‘'may not’ alwiys: have
_dong’ -the* things - ]ust accordmg to."
. the rulcs of & bbok :
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