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Vol. I -- Named Accounts

HENRY BROCKETT

As an unsanctified Christian, Henry Brockett had been prejudiced against the doctrine of
entire sanctification as a second work of grace. Then, after he was divinely led into the
experience, he became perhaps one of the most lucid writers on the subject. In "The Riches of
Holiness" he describes his entry into spiritual Canaan:

The crisis took place on October 23, 1916. On that afternoon I was resting quietly in my
but meditating upon the subject of sanctification, when the Spirit of God dealt with me. It seemed
as if the Holy Spirit, who had previously shone His light upon the person of Christ and the Cross,
now turned His light into the depths of my heart, and showed me my indwelling depravity,
especially unbelief, pride, and self-will. I saw and felt the inward corruption of sin. The Spirit of
God revealed to me the terrible nature of my heart sin, which appeared to me vividly as an evil
something deep down in the depths of my heart which had deceived and hardened me, and led me
astray from God in the past. It was an inward corruption from which I longed to be cleansed, a
disease of the heart which needed healing, a traitor inside which I hated and wanted destroyed.
Now my whole being longed for a clean heart -- no longer did I despise the thought of a pure heart
-- that blessing seemed to me to be the one thing that I needed...

In view of my religious upbringing, and the fact that I had the assurance of salvation, and
had, therefore imagined that I knew all about holiness, and needed nothing further from God, it was
a humiliating step for me to have to confess that I yet needed something further to make my spiritual
condition complete, and that in order to receive this from God I had to go to this Salvation Army
hut, and seek out this "Holiness" brother. Yet this was God's way of dealing with me...

I arrived at the hut, and my friend and I had a quiet talk together in a little room, and we
knelt together in prayer ... I prayed that the Holy Spirit, as the Refining Fire, might come upon me,
cleanse my heart from sin, and fill me, so that I might do the divine will, and glorify Christ in my
life. I had come utterly to an end of my self. It was a "crucifixion." "I died." In that spiritual
condition, I found that I was empowered by the Holy Spirit to believe there and then that the Father
did sanctify me wholly. True sanctifying faith sprang up in my heart, and I was able to believe that



God did that moment baptize me with the Holy Ghost and with fire, although I had no ecstasy, only
a quiet, deep feeling of unutterable peace. I had such a confidence in the Father and His promise
that I could rest unreservedly in His word.

My friend asked me if I thought that God had heard my prayer and had done the work. I
said, quietly, "Yes, I do." He said, "Will you thank Him for what He has done?" I did so, and
thanked the Father for hearing and answering my prayer for entire sanctification...

...For a day or two after passing through the spiritual crisis of October 23, 1916, I held on
in faith without experiencing any special emotion. It was not long, however, before God gave me
the conscious witness that my prayer for entire sanctification had been heard and answered. One
morning, soon after rising, I opened my Bible, and my eyes alighted upon a verse which spoke to
me as a glowing message direct from God to my heart. The verse was as follows: "Now the God
of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, through the power
of the Holy Ghost" (Rom. 15:13).

...The holy inward joy which accompanied the powerful application by the Spirit of God to
my heart of Romans 15:13, was to me the spiritual equivalent of the falling of the fire of God upon
the ancient sacrifices...

Source: "The Riches of Holiness" by Henry Brockett

*     *     *     *     *     *     *

THE END


