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PREFACE

The power of Sam Jones liesin hisfund of apt anecdotes and illustrations and his
inimitable and amusing way of relating the same. They abound with fun, pathos, romance and logic,
and have been received by hisimmense audiences with outbursts of laughter, cheers and encores,
while they have been amusing in the extreme, they have not failed to well illustrate the subject in
hand.

We hope these anecdotes, illustrations and sayings, which have been carefully selected and
compiled, may prove as interesting and instructive in this form as when they fell from the lips of
the revivalist.

Baltimore, January 1st, 1890

INTRODUCTION

Sam Jones, as he is commonly called, was born in Chambers county, Alabama, Oct. 16,
1847. He was brought up, where heresides, in Cartersville, Bartow county, Georgia. His relatives



have been church members for many years; four of his uncleswere ministers of the gospel. Sam's
father was alawyer, and gave him the best possible education. His mother was, likewise, very
religious.

Samuel began legal practice with brilliant prospects. He became quite dissipated. His
father's death-bed exhortation caused him to reform.

Soon after, he married Miss Laura McElwain, of Eminence, Kentucky, who cheers him yet.

He became atraveling preacher of the Methodist Episcopal Church South, in October,
1872. He was successful in hiswork. Gradually, he became atraveling evangelist. He met with
extraordinary encouragement, and worked in several Southern states. He attracted the attention of
Rev. T. De Witt Tamage, who employed him in agrand revival at the Brooklyn Tabernacle.

Then, after holding meetings, which attracted widespread attention, in several Southern
cities, Mr. Jones attacked Satan at St. Louis. Thence his work branched out. He has engagements
for many months ahead.

Mr. Jones often uses uncouth language to attract attention. He is one of the most sensational
preachersin the world, yet his meetings produce intense interest and an immense harvest of
converts, most of whom "stick." Withal, he isindorsed by leading orthodox ministers wherever he
goes.

CONTENTS

[ABOUT THISTABLE OF CONTENTS: -- It isnot the original Table of Contents which
was in aphabetical order, instead of in chronological order, and there was no numbering of the
many topics. Thisnewly created Table of Contentsisin chronological order with numbers for 397
"Topics'. However, because of Sam P. Jones rambling style of writing, it was sometimes rather
difficult to decide whether or not various capitalized phrases really constituted a different topic or
whether they were simply a dlight shift to a different aspect of the same topic. Plus, he often ended
a sentence or paragraph by dropping the last few words onto the line below as a capitalized topic
title, or -- conversely he would sometimes begin a sentence or paragraph with a capitalized phrase
and drop the continuance of the paragraph down to the line below. | have left nearly all of such
capitalized phrasesin the text, but | have not entered them all astopicsinto this Table of Contents,
and | have joined most of such with the line above or below them. Finally, | have created 20
"Parts" in this publication with each "Part" having 20 "Topics" except Part 20 which contains the
last 17 "Topics'. -- DVM]

* * *
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PART 1 -- (TOPICS 1-20)

* * *

TOPIC 1 -- CHRISTIANS SHOULD BE LIKE THE PALM

Eastern people claim for the palm 876 good qualities. If Christians would undertake to
enumerate what they were good for they would be on their knees before they would get through.
Until aman carries above 376 Christian duties he ought not to talk about being overburdened. The
devil has a great way of assisting lazy members into believing they are carrying too much.



"Just take a pencil, brother or sister,” said Mr. Jones, looking at the front pews, "and figure
out what you're good for. Listen to him now: ‘I am good -- good -- for -- for -- um-- um.' | havea
contempt for a big, muscular horse that won't work except in a painted buggy, and if you hitch him
to a heavy wagon won't pull enough to pull ahen off a hen roost. Just like some of these fellows
that come out at the 11 A. M. service on Sundays. See them come racking down to the church on
Sunday. Oh, they will work lively in a painted buggy, but hitch them to a prayer-meeting and they
will prance all around the pole. They're like the old farmer's mule, ye know. 'At the plow he was
thar, at the heavy wagon he was thar, a the buggy he was thar, but the trouble was to get him away
from thar.™

Some of you say you were never "called" to pray or speak for Christ. Oh, | hate that word
"called!" Were you ever caled to buy flour or send your children to school, or put on an overcoat?
Thetrouble is about one tenth of the church members are doing al the work toting all the rest, and
their tongues are lolling out, they are about broke down. Instead of going out to do aggressive work
for Chrigt, they will have al they can do in taking care of the sick in the church hospital. There are
too many of these "little" fellows, trundle-bed trash, you might call them. Think of a mother with
al her grown up sons lying around in the cradle and trundle-bed, the whole concern of them. Many
apreacher has hundreds of such babies on his hands. Think of a baby with whiskers -- theidea of a
baby being somebody's grandfather.

Some say they can't be Christians and keep house, or sell goods, or teach school, or mix in
politics, and | guess that's a truth about the last. | want to save one politician. | don't mean
statesman. Have you any Christian politician in St. Louis? I'd like to see him. But thereisa
Chrigtian lawyer and merchant and other business men in St. Louis that show that aman can be a
Christian anywhere -- just as the palm grows everywhere. The palm soon makes little palms grow
all around it, and agood Christian ought to do the same and found churches.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 2 -- HY POCRISY

The Bible has much to say about hypocrisy, but nine tenths of the hypocrites are out of the
church. A man will often try to make people believe heis as good as any church member, but heis
not held accountable for hypocrisy, for no one believes him. A hypocrite is a man who wants
people to believe heisright, who tries to make people believe heis right and who does not want
to be right. This being true, how many hypocrites do you think are in the church?

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 3 -- RELIGION'S LIKE SMALL-POX

| tell you religion's catching like confluent small-pox. Some have only avarioloid type.
They say there's no danger in measles when they go in, and that's the trouble with a great many
Christians. Their religion is not catching becauseit isall inside.

* * * * * * *



TOPIC 4 -- MATHEMATICS AND MIRACLES

Mathematicsis considered an exact science, yet | ask how we know it is an exact science?
A man tells me he will proveit.

He says. "Two and two make four."
| say: " Hold on; | don't want any of your foolishness."
He says: "Twice three are ix."

| say: "Hold on; stop your fooling and show me something.” One day it was determined to
run atunnel through the base of Mount Cenis, but how was thisto be done? Mathematics stepped
up and said: "I will show you how." The engineers with their fine instruments get to work and they
render it practicable to make the tunnel. There is no two and two make four about this. Christianity
may be demonstrated in the same way. A man will say to you: "Proveit." You say: "Find me aman
born blind," and when such a man isfound, you say: "Master give the world a demonstration that
thou art God." He stoops down and gathers up clay, spitson it and rubsit on the blind man's eyes,
saying to him: "Go and wash thine eyesin that pool.”

The man of science says. "What afoolish thing to do; al the healing properties of the clay
were taken out of it when it was wet," and that the man might have bathed in the pool a hundred
times without receiving his sight. The man said to these men: ™Y ou may speculate all you please
about these things, but | am going to try washing in the pool."

He went and did as he was directed, and when he lifted up his head he saw mountains and
rivers. Then they called on him, and when they saw a miracle had been performed and wanted him
to say Christ had adevil, he looked up, his eyes dancing in his head, and said: "I don't know about
that, but |1 do know that whereas | was blind | now see.”

When Christ instructed the ten lepers to go and see a priest people said they would not be
received, but would be badly treated. They said: "We are going to see what the priests will do,"
and as they went they were healed.

Brother do you want any better evidence than this? This old world reminds me of a man
standing down at the foot of a hill, who refuses to believe me when | tell him thereisalight on the
other side of it. | tell him to come up, but he refusesto do that. | then drag him up, but he turns his
head and refusesto look at the light, declaring all the time there is no light there. He doesn't want
to seethelight, for he fearsit will cost him something. Here is the grandest science the world ever
saw, that will do more for a man than anything elseif he will only believein it. When aman tells
me heisan infidel | only want to ask him three questions. | want to ask him whether he believes
Christ will forgive sins; whether he will try and find out, and, if he answers in the negative,
whether he acknowledges himself to be afool? If the man refuses to answer these questions | just
leave him aone. He won't admit anything, and there is no chance for an argument with him.



TOPIC5-- DOUBT

It is natural for aman to doubt and dispute, and frequently we are made to wonder. It isas
natural for asinner to doubt asit isfor him to sin. A man does not sin because he doubts, but he
doubts because he sins.

Y ou never had adoubt in your life that did not have asin at its tap root, which you found
when you pulled it up by the roots.

When Christ asked those standing about him: "Whom say yethat | am?*' They replied that
he was a hypocrite. When he asked Peter, Peter raised up his head and said: "Thou art the Chrigt,
the Son of God." Peter had gotten into a secret, you see, that they had not found out. Strip
yourselves of sins and you will not be troubled with doubts. If you have any doubts you had better
not advertise them, for your admission will make you out asinner. | notice that those who fulfill the
practical part of religion are made to understand many of the mysteries of the Bible. The great
scientific discoverers of the world were met with doubts and sometimes with doom. Galileo was
imprisoned for saying the earth rotated, yet all people now accept the theory that the world rolls
on. When Harvey discovered that the blood circulated they tried and convicted him as one of the
greatest heretics of the age. Today we honor Harvey as one of the world's greatest discoverers.
When Waitt discovered that steam had power amost omnipotent he was looked upon as one of the
greatest heretics of the world. These grand discoverers have proclaimed their discoveries, and
today we are building monuments in honor of them. Eighteen hundred years ago the Lamb of God
died on the cross and poured out his blood to save the world, and yet thereis almost as much
opposition to Christ today as there was then. What a sad thought it is that with the blood-washed in
heaven, the angels, and the best of the earth standing up for him, there are those who doubt.
Eighteen hundred years after the crucifixion of Christ | believe his blood will save my soul.
Christianity may be tested as well as anything else. Some people think religion is something in the
sentimental line for old women and children. Let us stop and think before we deride the science
that His blood washed a world and provides the means to make us meet for heaven.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 6 -- THE TWO ROADS

Repent of your sins, and by your repentance you will be armed against the assaults of the
devil. | have said it before, and | repesat it, that there is but one road to moral eminence, and yet
every road leads there if you only travel over it in the right direction. If you take the road out here
in front of the church it will lead you anywhere. There isn't aspot in Americathat you can't go to if
you start on that road, but you must go in the right direction. Every road Is the right road in the
moral sense, but the Christians are going one way and the sinners the other. At one end of the road
is heaven and at the other end hell. Sinners and Christians are on the road, but they are passing
each other. 'Taint which road you're in, but in which direction you're going.



| used to think that afellow had to go weeks and weeks on ajourney, over rivers and hills,
and swamps and gullies to get to the road to heaven, but | soon found out that | was in the road all
thetime, and | only had to turn around and go the right way; | was as much in the road as anybody,
but I had been going the wrong way all the time. All you've got to do isto turn around and go the
other way, and you'll go all right. [I fear thisis a poor comparison, for the Bible clearly teaches
that there are two different roads as well as two different directions the soul may travel. -- DVM]

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 7 -- HARDSHELLS

If any man will do God's will he will know of the doctrine. What is the will of God? What
did Peter say on that remarkable day when 3,000 people were converted? He said: "Repent.”

| once heard of an old hardshell; he wasn't a converted hardshell, he was an unconverted
hardshell. About the worst shape you can find the devil inisin ahardshell. Why, he doesn't
believe in anything, and he doesn't think he can get religion anyhow. Why, he says: "If you seek it
you can't find it, and if you find it you can't keep it, and if you can't keep it you loseit, and if you
loseit you haven't got it"

But when you see an Arminian sinner, he takes a different view of it He says. "If you seek
it you'll find it, you'll find it, and if you find it you can keep it." And he works right along on that
plane until he getsto heaven. | want to be an Arminian sinner before | get religion and a hardshell
afterward. You're gone if you get to be a hardshell before you get religion-gone sure.

WEéll, the preacher said to this hardshell: "I wish you'd come down to the church this
evening and hear what 1've got to say about God."

"No use," said the hardshell, "I've been listening for the last sixty years."

"Ever hear anything?"

"No."

"WEell, you're pretty deaf now and if you couldn't hear when your ears were good, I'm
afraid you won't hear anything very soon. Well," he said, "you come down to the meeting tonight

and see if you can't hear something.”

The hardshell was there at the meeting and before the close of it he was down on his knees
before the dtar a converted man, and the next morning he said:

"Methodism has done more for me in twelve hours than hardshellismdone for me in sixty
years."



Now, if | come across a case of that kind, I'd advise him to let the shell harden and stay in
there and doesn't let the devil break in on you. But don't you try it; don't try to be a hardshell first
and get religion afterward; get your religion first, and then let the shell harden afterward.

TOPIC 8 -- STAY ON GOD'STERRITORY

| say let al of you stay on God'sterritory if you professto fight for the right They tell a
story of ayoung lady who went to aball once, and while there she fell to the floor and died. They
say that as she lay there the devil quietly stepped in, gathered up her soul and made off with it.
Pretty soon in came St. Peter, and he saw the body there but found that the soul was gone.

"| see here'sa Christian died here, but where's her soul?* he asked.

"Why, the devil camein and carried it off,” some one said.

"Why, how long ago was that!"

"Just alittle while ago.”

"Oh, here, | must go and bring it back; he couldn't take her, she was a Christian.” So off St.
Peter started after the devil and after a hard chase he overtook him.

"Hold on there," said he, "you've made a mistake; | want that soul.”
"What?' said the devil, "It'smine, isn't it?"
"No," said St. Peter, "you've made a mistake; she's a Christian.”

"Oh, isthat so?' said the devil. "I didn't know that; | caught her on my territory and |
thought she belonged to me."

Y ou can afford, perhaps, to run over on the devil'sterritory once in awhile, but you'd
better get out of there before you die.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 9 -- THE TEST OF CONVERSION

Convert. | remember old Uncle John Knight, the bishop here remembers him very well. He
was one of those plain, earnest Christians that travel the road the right way. Well, one day old
Uncle John Knight was sitting in the back part of the church listening to George Smith preaching
about conversion, and he was just going it about evangelical and legal repentance, and a splitting
hairs amile long into halves and quarters about the difference between evangelical and legal



repentance, and he got old Uncle John considerably worried. Finally he interrupted George, and he
said:

"George, will you stop a minute and let me tell them what repentance is?’
"Yes," said George, "certainly.”

The old man got up out of his seat; he had a peculiar walk, like this, and started down the
aise, saying:

"I'm going to hell, I'm going to hell, I'm going to hell."
And then he turned around and started back, saying:

"I'm going to heaven, I'm going to heaven, I'm going to heaven. That's what repentance is,
George. Tdl them to turn around and go the other way, and don't stand there splitting hairs about
your evangelical repentance and your legal repentance.”

Converted meansto turn around. "Vesto" means to change, and "con" means atogether, and
whenever aman turns his back upon sin and goes toward God, he's as much in the road as
anybody. God help usto see which way we are going, and if we are on the road to hell, to right
about and start toward heaven. God help all of usto lead some one to turn his back on sin; to turn
his back on hell. If you are going the wrong way turn around; that's the will of God; that's it

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 10 -- MR. JONES STORY OF HIS OWN CONVERSION

Fourteen years ago, one sultry, warm day in August, down in my native State -- Georgia --
|, a helpless, miserable being, was brought to God. Oh, how dark my life was, and how hopeless it
seemed to me. | refer to this reluctantly always, and never except to glorify Him. Y ou might get me
to doubt that | have a coat on my back; you might get me to doubt that | am now standing in Dr.
Brookes' church; you might get me to doubt that | have been in St. Louis for four weeks; you might
get me to doubt that | had awife that | loved more than myself; you might get me to doubt that | love
my children; but | can never doubt that fourteen years ago some divine power led me up to grace
from the depths of my shame and guilt, and since that day | have been no more like my former self;
| have been an entirely different man.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 11 -- THE GREAT QUESTION

"I want time to consider this question.” All that is necessary for you isto decide that you
have aready considered the question. And | don't think that the question is decided until you
decide to start out upon what you have decided. | want to say to my brothersin the ministry and in
Christ, that we must all decide the right. If God said arbitrarily, “"We must be good,” we would



then al he good, and if the devil said arbitrarily that we must all be bad, then we would all be bad.
Take afather for instance who wants his son to become a farmer. He buys him a piece of ground,
stock and utensils, and tells him to till the soil. Suppose then that the son stays in the saloon and
refusesto till the soil or work on the farm. Then that father is making afarmer out of his son with a
vengeance. Take afather who wants his son to become a lawyer. He builds him a beautiful office,
and stocks it with law books, and after all the son never goes near the office. He will be alawyer
at that rate. That father is making alawyer out of his son with avengeance. Just so, God can not
make people good unless they decide to be good. If | decide to be good, the question is settled.

Another man says. "Redlly, | have decided this question, but am waiting for better terms.”
Here isthe beauty of religion. God has made the right terms to those seeking him. | am glad that he
has made such terms and never takes them unto they learn to do good and abandon the evil. | am so
glad that God Almighty took me in on such terms. What if God said | could drink and yet be his
child. Oh, how glad I am that he made me lay down the cup. | used to sing "To the cross| cling,”
and how glad | wasto sing the hymn. Now | sing "Safe in the arms of Jesus." Fourteen years ago
God emptied my pockets of the dirt and filled them with diamonds. | gave up dancing, card-playing
and drinking, and everything that the preacher said was wrong. What did | get in exchange? |
received hope in God, happiness and peace. What if | did not abandon that which was wrong? |
would then walk in the lurid paths of hell with some other poor fellow like myself; and what poor
consolation | would have in saying that | danced with more pretty girls and drank more champagne
than any other fellow. What consolation would there be in that while meditating on the eterna
damnation. And | will say that some of you might just as well enjoy yourselves as much as you can,
asyou are going to a place where there will be no enjoyment Y ou might just as well cut your
patches while here, or follow your decision to do good. Down in Georgiathere are many walls
around the sections of land, and | want aten-rail fence around Paradise, where the devil's goats
can be kept out, and then those fellows who can not get up will be left out waiting for better terms.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 12 -- GOLD

| never knew aman that took a stand and wanted to be a Christian that God didn't come to
him.

The devil doesn't care what you feel or how you fedl, but if you want to stir up the enemies
of heaven commence to do right

The time has come for Y ou to be doing something; you have stood by long enough. "How
long will ye halt between two opinions?' How many more gray hairs will you have before you
come to God? How many more years do you expect to pass? How many more sinswill you
commit? Stop now, for the time has come.

Oh, brother, give me your hand, and make this, the 18th day of December mark the change
inyour life. And one year from today you will say that there is as much of a change in you as there
has been in me.



If you have never found peace, come to God and you will find peace forever. Run toward
God and you will feel hislove. You have put it off long enough.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 13 -- COME TO CHRIST IF YOU SO DESIRE -- EXCUSES

Now if you only want to come on, God will help you. There is alittle side door to heaven,
whereinfants and idiots are let in. They might squeeze you in if you are only honest. If you want to
be Christians, and can't be good, you might be allowed to squeeze in [if you belong to the class that
usesthat "side door" -- DVM]. To be a Christian you must do what isright.

Another man wants to wait till the church gets right before he makes his start Let me say
right here that he's the biggest fool in the lot Why, if you're going to wait till the church getsright,
you'll bein hell amillion years before things are ready for you to start. And it will be lots of
consolation to you then to know that the church has got al right, won't it? Y ou hear men going
around and saying: "Oh, I'm as good as thisn and that'n in the church.” But you just notice and
you'll see they will aways pick out some mean, old, lame and wrinkled church member to
compare themselves to. They take some poor, old, wrinkled dwarf and lay him down in the road,
and then say: "Come here, you fellows, and watch.” And then lie down and measure themselves
with him. But you never see them picking out a good, manly Christian and trying to measure with
him. They won't do it They know if they did they would look like arat terrier at the side of an
elephant. | know it's afact that we've got some mighty mean men in church, for they al come from
your side, every one of them. They came in, and we've never been able to do anything with them
since. The reason they are not fit to be in the church is because they are just like you. We wish
you'd take them back. And yet you want to wait till the church gets right. Now, which are you going
to do -- stay outside and go to hell, where you'll meet these hypocrites of the church, anyhow, or
come inside the church, live Christian lives and go to heaven?

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 14 -- DO YOUR SHARE

A father leaves his home some winter to be gone on along journey, and before he goes he
calshisfour sons to him and tells them when spring comes to put in the wheat and corn and cotton.
And aong in March Bill and Henry say: "WEell, | guessit's about time we're beginning to break
ground." But Tom and John say: "Guess we won't begin to work now; if we do we have to keep it
up.” But Bill and Henry go ahead and put in their crop. The summer comes on, and one day Tom
and John come out in the field and take a seat on the fence in the shade. By and by Bill and Henry
get to the end of the row sweating and tired, and Tom and John say to them: "Just look at that crop,
with the weeds growing up al over it. It'safine crop, isn't it?' And then Bill and Henry say:
"Well, if you fellows would get a hoe and come out of that shade, we'd soon have the weeds al
cleared out." And so | say that if you old sinners back there, who have been sitting in the shade so
long, would come in and work we'd soon clean these weeds out of the church.

* * * * * * *



TOPIC 15 -- WAITING FOR FEELING

Another man is not waiting till the church gets ready, but he's waiting for feeling. They say,
"Assoon as| feel | will move." Now, suppose | go out some cold, frosty morning and find aman
sitting down by the side of atree with an ax leaning upon his knee. Noticing that he is shivering
with the cold and apparently doing nothing, | ask him what he is doing. He says, "I'm going to cut
thistree down.” "Well, why don't you get at it?" "I'm waiting for sweat." "Waiting for what?"
"Waiting for sweat." Well, why don't you get at it, and then sweat?' "Naw, | won't hit alick till |
sweat." Now, that's about the way with those "feeling” fellows. They say: "If | do athing, and don't
fed likeit, I'm ahypocrite." Doctor, when you are deeping soundly at midnight, and the front door
bell rings and you are summoned to the side of that pale. faced patient, if you say: "I declare | don't
fed like getting up now," but get up and go out into the cold, are you a hypocrite? Sister, when you
wake up in the morning and say to yourself: "Well, | don't feel like getting up now and going down
stairs to attend to my household duties,”" are you a hypocrite, if you do get up?

Why don't we have as much sense about religious matters as about any other matters? What
do you mean, my friend, when you say "feeling?' Do you mean serious thought? If you do, give me
your hand. That isright. Every man ought to come into the presence of God only after the most
serious thought. But if you mean some emotiond stir, | say you are wrong. Why, | have gone down
into the congregation and found a man trembling from head to foot, and | have asked him, "Why
don't you come up to the altar?’ "Why," said he," | haven't got any f-feeling.”

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 16 -- WAITING FOR FITNESS

Another man isn't waiting for feeling, but he'swaiting till he's "fit "to start. When | was
converted | knew it was my unfitness which commended me to God. Jesus Christ came into the
world not to save the righteous but to save sinners. Ask the most intelligent lawyer in thistown
why he isn't a church member, and he will say heisn't fit. Then ask the most ignorant man you meet
the same question and he will make you the same answer. The two are right on alevel on that
score. Suppose you'd lead a poor, half-starved man in five steps of atable heavily loaded with
good things and should say to him: "There my friend, eat." Then he would say: "N-no, sir, | am not
fit." "Why aren't you fit?' "My hands are dirty." "Well, there is abasin, wash them." "N-o, sir, |
can't doit, I am not fit," and he would stand there and starve to death. What would you think of
him? Well, you ask some men why they don't come into the church?"O, | am not fit." "Why don't
you come into the church and get fit?' "No, | am not fit for that." They aren't fitting to get fitting.
And they go on getting more unfit day by day and year by year, while wife and friends begin to
despair. Oh, remember the verse: "All the fithess he requireth is that we feel our need of him."

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 17 -- WAITING FOR ENOUGH STEAM



Another man wants to wait till he gets enough religion to take him clear through to heaven
before he starts. He Bays, "I have seen the beginning and ending of so many religiouslivesthat |
want to get enough when | start to carry me clear through." One day | stood in the Union depot at
Atlanta, just before our train pulled out | walked up by the engine and found the engineer oiling the
machinery. Presently he looked up to the fireman in the cab and asked, "Have we steam enough to
start?' "Yes," responded the fireman, and | glanced up at the gauge and saw that they had about
eighty pounds. "What," thought 1, 'sit possible that thislong train can be pulled out by that amount
of steam?' Presently, however, the engineer reversed the lever and pulled out the throttle, and the
great train pulled out. When we had gone about six miles | stuck my head out of the window and
saw that the engine was blowing off steam. They had more than they wanted -- 180 pounds. The
engineer never asked the fireman if there was steam enough to take them to theriver, or to
Cartersburg, or to Chattanooga, but he asked him, "Is there steam enough to start?' He knew that
the engine would generate steam faster a running than a standing and that they would have steam
enough to carry them to their destination. He knew too, that had he accumulated full steam before
the start it would soon have increased so rapidly asto have burst the engine into a thousand pieces.
And so, if God wasto fill your little soul at one time with enough religion to take you all the way
to heaven, it would blow up in ten thousand pieces. But come, get enough religion to start, and you
won't he ten miles on your way before you'll be shouting God's praises. It seemed to me when |
was converted that | didn't have enough steam to start, and that I'd have to get a crowbar to push my
engine aong.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 18 -- THE BEST HOPE

Oh, wait no longer. "What wait | for? My hopeisin God," and there | know it is safe for
eternity. If my hope was in stocks and bonds, athough al the world might be given me for them, |
know they might take wings and fly away. What if my hope had been in my father? He has been
buried fourteen years. Or in my mother? She has been in the grave nearly thirty years. Think of my
hopes buried for thirty years! Or what if my hope had been in my wife? Although she has been all
the world to me since God gave her to me, and she has been to me like a crutch under each arm, yet
| know that she may be taken from me at a moment's warning. But my hopeisin God, who will be
my trust forever.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 19 -- HAVING THE SAME AIM

Some church members are very unlike each other, the members of one church are different
from the members of other churches, and the members of the same church arein no wise aike; but,
however different they may be, in one regard they are al alike -- they have the same longing, the
same aspiration for something holier. They desire to do something for God, and they are willing to
make sacrifices for his service. They don't neglect their church.

* * * * * * *



TOPIC 20 -- TOO LOW A STANDARD

Thetroubleis, our church rolls contain too many names which ought to be stricken from the
list One time a Georgia preacher was calling the names of his church members. Those who were
there answered for themselves, and for those who were not some one else answered for them.
Pretty soon they came to a certain name, when the preacher said:

"Where does that man live; what kind of aman is be?"

The man who had answered for him, said: "Well, be lives next to me, and he's a good
fellow. He doesn't go to church much and athough he may not exactly do his duty in that line he'sa
mighty good fellow, nevertheless. The only fault he hasis he's just alittle bit inclined to be
guarrelsome when drunk."

Thetroubleis, the standard has fallen; the church ison aslow a plane as it can get. Now, |
hope you understand that illustration.

The other day alady said to me: "Brother Jones, we don't understand your illustrations.” |
told her | couldn't help the peopl€e'signorance. | understood them.

| made some church membersin acertain city very angry because | said if about a hundred
of them were given to me | wouldn't send them away by freight, but put them in alittle paper box,
stick a 2-cent stamp on it and send it by mail. What we want is men and women who are men and
women.

* * * * * * *

PART 2 -- (TOPICS 21-40)

* * *

TOPIC 21 -- MR. JONES EXPLAINS HIS POSITION

| tell you we will have no revival here unless we have the spirit of prayer. Y ou may think
thisisal aChristmasfrolic, but, you mind me, you will find out before thisis through that Sam
Jonesis no clown and no kinto a clown. You will never pray for a preacher aslong as you
criticize him. | know many people that have come to church to see a clown and have gone away
looking at a devil, that is himself; see? There are preachers that would sit down and see this old
town damned rather than do anything that was out of propriety. Well, it tickles me to look over the
religious papers and see that the preachers of this country have said more against Sam Jones than
against Bob Ingersoll and the devil. Why? 1 am preaching on the line of the ten commandments, and
when anybody says | ever preached aword not in harmony with the ten commandments or the
sermon on the mount, | say that man isaliar from head to foot. Now, what fight have these fellows
with me? We are both on the same side.

* * * * * * *



TOPIC 22 -- BE BRIEF BRETHREN

We want only two minutestalk, and if you go on over two minutes will have to sing you
down. We don't want any old follow to get up here and bring out an old rusty experience and rack
it down on us at a 2:40 gait. We couldn't wait till you cover the first mile, let aone getting clear
down to us. Whenever any such one gets started | feel like going home and taking arest till they get
through.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 23 -- THE LIBERAL MAN AND THE STINGY

| like aliberal man. A stingy man has a hide like an aligator -- you can't shoot him
anywhere but in the eye, and when you've hit him there he's no more account.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 24 -- A CHANCE FOR THE UNTAUGHT
| have the profoundest contempt for those colonels and mgjors and judges who grace our

curbstones and saloons. They have nothing to commend them to God but their money and their
means. If there is anybody | want to see go to heaven it is poor folks and down-and-outers.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 25 -- A SOBER LAMP POST

If negative goodness was religion, then one of these lamp posts out here would be the best
Christian in town; it never cursed, nor swore, nor drank a drop since it was made; it never did
anything wrong.

* * * * * * *
TOPIC 26 -- HARD ON BOB
| never uttered a sentence in my life to prove that the Bible wastrue. | never spent five

minutes in my life trying to prove there was ahell. | never spent fifteen secondsin the pulpit in my
life trying to prove thereis a God. Nobody but afool needs such argument.

* * * * * * *
TOPIC 27 -- DRUNKEN CHRISTIANITY

| tell you | hate this thing you call drunkenness, and no man hatesit more than | do, but | had
rather have a member of the church who would get drunk every three or four months, but would



work when he was sober and do hislevel best, than one of these sober fellows that aren't any
account any how, that might just as well be drunk or just as well be dead.

* * * * * * *
TOPIC 28 -- PROGRESSIVE EUCHRE DAMNED

And | say another thing. There is no progressive euchre player in this house that ought not
to be indicted for violating the laws of Missouri and be put in one of the jails of this county. How

do you like that? It is just gambling scientifically, magnificently, glorioudy, socialy, and so forth.
That'swhat it is.

TOPIC 29 -- AWAY FROM HOME
Thereismany afellow that isagood Christianin St. Louis, but if he were to wear an

indicator when he went to New Y ork, when he got back his wife would quit him in my candid
judgment.

ok ok x x x %
TOPIC 30 -- RED LIQUOR AND THE CHURCH

Red liquor and Christianity won't stay in the same hide at the same time.
ok ok x x x %
TOPIC 31 -- A THEORETICAL INFIDEL

While Bob Ingersoll is a sort of theoretical infidel, that gets $1,500 a night for being one,
and you back here, like afool, are one for nothing and board yourself.

* * * * * * *
TOPIC 32 -- GOD'SELECTED

You al do the co-operating and God will do the indorsing, and then we will be elected by
alarge mgority.

* * * * * * *
TOPIC 33 -- ST. PAUL A CRANK

And if St. Paul wasto preach in St. Louis today, he would be telegraphed al over America
asthe greatest religious fanatic that ever made a crack in this country.



TOPIC 34 -- SAW A SPOOK

| got agood, square look at myself sixteen years ago, and | have thought more of every bum
| met since than | do of myself.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 35 -- RATTLE THE DRY BONES

Whilel am herein St. Louis, God Almighty helping me, I'll give this old town an airing
before | leave her.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 36 -- A WARNING TO THE DECENT

Now, all the decent people ought to be out of town during the airing, but it's going to be
odoriferous. Y ou can put that down.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 37 -- DANCING IN THE DARK

Go into a ball-roomwith your Christian light. It will go out. It won't burn there.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 38 -- A NUT FOR DR. TUDOR

If Dr. Tudor has dancing, theater-going, godless member, it is his own fault, and God will
hold him responsible for it. | would not have that sort of cattle in my church forty-eight hours.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 39 -- SAW A SHOW

Put the Lord Jesus Christ by you in atheater and see how he looks at certain things said in
that theater; and there are Methodists in this house, and membersin al the churches that patronize
those places, and if they were to go into your parlor the next day and say the things they heard there
the night before, you would kick them over your front gate.

* * * * * * *



TOPIC 40 -- A MORTGAGED NOSE

And there are women in St. Louis that will go and hear things in the theater whose
tendencies are the most vulgar of the vulgar, and she will be tickled al over, and she will come to
the church and she will have her poor little nerves all shocked to pieces at something Sam Jones
says, and she will turn up her nose a me, and | can alwaystell when the devil has got a mortgage
on awoman's nose. It is always turning up. And he is going to foreclose it some of these days, too,
sister, and he will get the gal when he gets the nose.

* * * * * * *

PART 3 -- (TOPICS 41-60)
* * *
TOPIC 41 -- LOOSEN THEM UP

| want to get your hide loosened up. Sometimes the currycomb is worth more than the corn
in a hide-bound church to loosen them up, and to let them go.

TOPIC 42 -- A BONE FOR THE DOGS

| dways throw afew bones without any meat on, and in m large a crowd as this there are
always some dogs that want a few bones.

ok % x k% %
TOPIC 43 -- MUD SLINGING

I'd as soon you would throw mud at me asto praise me.
ok % x  x % %
TOPIC 44 -- BLIGHTED AMBITION

When | get to heaven and have a crown on my head, and a harp in my hand, and am a
heavenly millionaire, you need not recognize me. | do not want it then.

* * * * * * *
TOPIC 45 -- A HEAVENLY PAWNBROKER

Take a money-monger, one of those 20 per cent fellows; if he were to be let into heaven he
would set up immediately on acorner lot and have a mortgage on half of heaven.



TOPIC 46 -- MORALS

| assert that no man has aright to an opinion on amora question.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 47 -- WHISKY DRINKING AND THEATER GOING

| can sort of put up with afellow who drinks whisky if he hangs his head down like a dog,
but when he holds his head up and says he likes to drink it, | have a contempt for him. | can put up
with a Methodist who goes to the theater if he wears a hang-dog ook, but if he gets up and argues
for it, | would not wipe my feet on him. | can sort of put up with a member of the church when he
plays cards, but when he advocates card-playing | have a contempt for him.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 48 -- THEATERS AND VAGABONDS

A man once asked me how long it had been since | had been at atheater. | told him | had
not been at the theater since | had quit being a vagabond.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 49 -- BEING IN THE RIGHT

Mr. Jones chose for his text the twenty-third verse of the fifth chapter of Second
Thessalonians. "And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and | pray God your whole spirit
and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ." He
proceeded to urge his listeners to keep themselves unspotted from the world, from the very
appearance of evil. On thisline he told of an old Georgia Christian who called on afriend, and
was asked if he liked cider. He said he did, but when they went to draw it from abarrel, he said,
"Hold on, there! I like cider, but | don't like the appearance about the barrel, so | guess | won't
drink any." Of course you will say he was a greenhorn, but it is better to be a greenhorn than to get
into entertainments with barrels. If aman isgoing to be afool it pays to be one on the right side.
Thereisagreat deal of fervor about this sanctifying. A man isn't going to walk up to the altar and
get sanctified when he is so mean he won't pay his debts, or is hard with his family. If thereis
going to be any sanctification it has got to be from the ground up. Y ou can't reach the upper story of
Christian life without passing through the first story. If you climb up the outside you are a thief and
arobber.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 50 -- PAYING DEBTS



| worked hard, and my wife did the cooking and ironing, and | kept on, paying $2.50 at a
time, until |1 got down to one coat, and that a linen one and patched. But | worked on, and in four
years | had paid off all my debts, at one hundred cents on the dollar, and seven per cent. interest.
Since Sam W. Small was converted he has paid seven hundred and thirty dollars, and has the
receiptsin his pocket. | don't believe aman istruly converted till he settles up or fries to settle up
his debts. Whenever you find afellow that was converted under my preaching you'll find he'll
settle up his debts.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 51 -- AFTER DEATH

The text was Proverbs xi., 19: "As righteousness tendeth to life, so he that pursueth evil,
pursueth it to his own death.”

When a good man dies he not only goes to heaven by natural gravitation, but by the common
consent of all intelligent beings; and likewise, when a bad man dies he goes to hell, not only by
natural gravitation, but by the common consent of every other man. Go to the funeral of a good man
and hear the preacher say that this man's spirit has gone to God and the angel's; and saint and
sinnerswill say as they leave the church, That's the truth; that good man has gone home to heaven.”

But go to the funeral of aman of doubtful character, and when the preacher gets up and
says, "Our brother's soul has gone home to heaven,” you'll see a hundred heads shaking
increduloudly, and hear people say, "That preacher has outraged every principle of truth."” Thisold
world won't let preachers preach bad men into heaven or good men into hell. This false preaching
isthe source of great harm. Let me say right now that if any of you should have a husband, son,
wife or child to diewho isn't a Christian, I'm the last man you want to get to funeralize him -- for
I'll tell the truth, no matter what it is.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 52 -- A DESERVED REBUKE

Will you let me say that one great trouble with the world is that its conscience has been
stabbed to death by sin? The national conscienceis dead. Men engage in credit mobilier and other
like schemes, and are immediately dubbed "colonel,” sent to the United States Senate and become
aleading citizen, while a poor Negro who steals a dollar to buy him some bread is sent to the
chain gang.

* * * * * * *
TOPIC 53 -- THEATERS

| say a Christian man will not patronize a theater on Friday night when he knows that that
same company will desecrate Sabbath by giving a show on Sunday night. If | had nothing else



against the theaters | would be down on a crowd that can't make aliving six daysin the week. As
soon as theaters pledge themselves to keep the ten commandments I'll stand up and advocate them.
| know that the theaters are growling mightily at me, and one manager, who has lately been down
South, said the theaters would rather run against the devil than me. But | intend to cut a canal
through this whole business and ditch it off and sun it awhile. I'll fight anything that breaks the ten
commandments.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 54 -- EARMARKS OF TWO PARTIES

As soon as the conscience of Atlanta was aroused, whisky had to go, and so it would be
here, and all over the country. The mgority rules, and if any fellow doesn't like the majority'srule,
let him emigrate.

| hear talk about sumptuary laws. | was born a Democrat, raised a Democrat, and never
voted anything but a Democratic ticket, but | will say right here that if the Democratic party ever
tries to force any sumptuary laws, with awhisky barrel and demijohn attachment, down my throat,
I'll die before I'll take it. What a fine sight to see the Democratic party riding along on awhisky
barrel and alot of little politicians behind a-straddle a demijohn. That's my honest sentiment.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 55 -- THE SWEETEST TEXT

The text was the ninth verse of the third chapter of 1st John: "Whosoever is born of God
doth not commit sin."

Mr. Jones said: At one time this verse gave me more trouble than any other in the Scripture;
it was to me atwo-edged sword. And to agreat many the reading of this verseis an application of
the sword. But now this verse is the sweetest of al texts to me, and should be to al of you.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 56 -- SANCTIFICATION

[ The following comment by Sam Jones concerning sanctification does not seem to be such
as would have been made under any circumstances by a man who was sanctified wholly, and an
out-and-out preacher of second blessing holiness. However, later in the book, where this same
comment is recorded in fuller context, it appears that the remark may have related only to what
Sam Jones was about to preach upon, and as such need not be taken as a sign that he was not an
enthusiastic advocate of the second work of grace. -- DVM]

| will not bring up now any point on which there is controversy -- like sanctification -- but
simply an everyday religion; athough | believe in sanctification. For the word of God says so, and
that is enough for me.



TOPIC 57 -- I'M THE CHILD OF A KING

Every Christian man must realize that he is the son of God. It isworth a great deal to a son
to know that his father was princely, and that his mother was the purest woman that ever lived.
Many aboy is saved from the brink of hell by his mind recurring to the noble qualities of his
mother or father. | knew of aninfidel in Mississippi, fifty years of age, to get up in a congregation
and say he had roamed al over the field of literature and science, but nowhere could he find rest
except in the memories of his father and mother, and he, therefore, wanted to renew his vowsto
them -- and to al that was pure and good. An Eastern prince was kept from evil behavior by
continually glancing at the badge which he wore, showing hisroyal character. Prince Edward of
England, when he visited this country, was reminded to aways act "like the son of a queen,” and
when he went away everybody said he had conducted himself "like the son of aking." Now, while
we are not heirs to the throne of England we are children of a Heavenly King, and it should be the
aim of every Christian heart to worthily represent the family and name of God. What a power is
conferred on mortal man in making him able to bring a stain on the name of God! When the world
hears a Christian say heisthe child of aking it doffsits hat, but when it sees him acting falsely to
hisvows, | am glad it thinks enough of God to throw the man's falseness in his teeth.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 58 -- ACKNOWLEDGING CHRIST -- PLANTING HEAVEN WITH ONIONS

It isthe duty of every Christian to inspire his weaker brethren, and experiences are a great
encouragement And yet there are some Christians who, if put upon the witness stand and asked if
they were saved by Christ's blood, would say no, and swear their Lord out of court Blessings are
only waiting for us to get right. We have been raking around in the leaves so long while al the time
above our heads hung the beautiful fruit, the blessings of God. There are lots of Christians who are
ready to go to Canaan, al packed up, you know. They've got leeks and onions with them and they
wouldn't be in heaven three weeks 'tin they had planted it with leeks and onions. Y ou have got to
unload your onions. There are some old Christians that send off their children to Sunday School,
but won't go themselves, because they are too old. Oh me! | can put up with ayoung dunce, but an
old dunce! Many awoman would be ashamed to be examined with her little girl.

* * * * * * *
TOPIC 59 -- NO WOMAN PREACHERS WANTED BY MR. JONES

If | say there's one good woman in this city, every woman will think she's that one, and
away it goes, you see.

| don't take much stock in their taking too much of aplace in public affairs. At this point he
was unaware that the president of the West End W. C. T. U., aprominent Prohibitionist, had her
eye on him, for he went on to say: "I don't like to see any man's wife doing what | wouldn't like to



see my wife do. A woman can work in the prayermeeting and talk; she's got akind of a gift for
talking, you al know, but | wouldn't like to see my wife a pitching and raring and prancing in the

pulpit.”

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 60 -- BESETTING SINS

Some people say they have besetting sins and they repent at night and the next night do
exactly the same things. But they say they are all right because they are only besetting sins. Yes,
those are the very ones that will damn you. Paul threw aside his besetting sins when he wanted to
pass upward. In looking at myself it was easy to see that what | wanted to quit | quit, and what sins
| wanted to continue committing, | was running right along. | want to see hell bring asin that Christ
can't save me from. This mental reservation isthe cause of al these troublesin getting rid of sin.

* * * * * * *

PART 4 -- (TOPICS 61-80)

* * *

TOPIC 61 -- PREPARE FOR DEATH

Death has shot many arrows but has many more to shoot at our hearts. At Knoxville, | had
said one evening: "Prepare to meet your God." | had been absent from there only two weeks when
| received aletter from afriend of ayoung man who had heeded the warning that night and died in
afew days after in the blaze of Christian glory. Thereisonly a"now" or a"never.” Whenamanis
prepared to die heis prepared to live or do anything. | would have everybody like two brothersin
a Georgiaregiment They were two most pious boys |n the regiment, singing and praying in their
tents. At the battle of Gettysburg, a soldier told me, one of the brothers fell dead, but the living
brother stood over his body and said: "Thank God he was ready." | want the world to look at my
cold still body and say: "My husband, father, friend is gone, but he was ready.” Grapeis on the
door of some housein St. Louis every day. Get ready to die. Won't you prepare to meet your God?
The word says that he who often hears but heedeth not will be suddenly cut off. We will stand and
sing, and if there's any one that prepared let's kneel right here at the altar.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 62 -- DANCING AND DRINKING

A lady said she would have stood at one of my meetings but there was to be aball the next
night, and she wanted to go. Never yet, though, have | stood up before God and said | wouldn't
surrender to him because of some devilment | wanted to do the next day. In al my plans| have
never yet made provision for sin. Some people provide for their sins you know, and that old
maxim of choosing the lesser of the two evilsisthe biggest fraud ever imposed on the public. A



man says that he must drink some place, either at home or at the bar, and so he guesses he'll choose
the lesser, and he takes a demijohn into the house to make all his children drunkards.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 63 -- WE MUST PRAY

Again, Paul sayswe must pray without ceasing. A man can just aswell stop in hiswork to
pray as an express engine can stop at the coal station to get coal and water. If she didn't she would
stall on thefirst grade. In St. Louis there are so many little engines that have gone by the coal
station, have stalled on the grade and haven't turned awhee! in five years. A man's best licks are
put in on hisknees at family prayers. If you think it costs too much, figure out the cost of losing
your son or adaughter. The life principle with a Christian is communion with God just as blood is
the life principle of the body. Any man or woman who really prays anywhere will pray
everywhere. My wife once said she wouldn't Pray in my meeting, but! told her if she was my wife
she couldn't sit on the fence, and now she'll shell down the corn.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 64 -- RICHES AND CONTENTMENT

Many aman in New York, St. Louis and Chicago is running his life out, with his tongue
lolling out, trying to keep ahead of the sheriff. He'slived above his standard, that's all. A woman
that wants a diamond ring and knows she has been just to the poor, and simply desires the pretty
stoneis entitled to it; but if she wantsit ssimply because her' neighbor's got one, she's a poor silly
thing. She may not be wicked, but she's mighty weak. Happinessis found in the consciousness of
doing good. Thereis no element of selfishness without an element of sulfur and when aman
generates enough selfishness to kill him he has enough sulfur to burn him. About al aman getsin
thisworld anyway is clothes and victuals. Be contented, that's best A man offered his plantation to
any man who was contented, and when an individual presented himself as the contented candidate
he was nonplused with the question why, if he was contented, he didn't stay at home.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 65 -- MARRIED A THING

Some men say they are afraid to pray at home. Afraid to pray. If | was awoman and had
married aman like that | would petition for my maiden name. Y ou see that you who have married
such fellows are only married alittle, not much, only "tolerable,” "kind a sorter," you know. If |
had a husband like that | would give him alittle tin horse and tell the children to keep him quiet. Or
| would shave his whiskers off, knock his teeth out, and nurse him. Don't you know you have
married just athing, that's al. There are too many "things" in the church. | would rather have my
child in an orphan asylum than have him raised in some Methodist houses. And then these leading
Methodists, or Baptists, or Presbyterians. Save me from being Brother Stuckup or you from being
Sister Stuckup. If | wanted to make my boy an infidel | would join some big Methodist church, and
be abig man, go to conferences, etc.



TOPIC 66 -- MR. JONES ANSWERS SOME BIBLICAL ENIGMAS

"I would like to ask you a question or two upon biblical matters,” suggested the reporter,
after a pause. Mr. Jones expressed a willingness to respond, and the reporter said:

"There has been much discussion as to where Cain, after daying Abel and fleeing into the
land of Nod, got hiswife."

"That's easily answered; he got her from his father-in-law,” replied Mr. Jones, with a
hearty laugh.

"Wéll, tell me your idea of hell; do you believe in aliteral hell?
"Why, of coursel do."
"Well, whereisit?'

"As| never expect to go there, | never took the trouble to find out I do know where heaven
is, and I'm heading that way, but before I'm in heaven six months I'll know all these things, and I'm
satisfied to wait until then. | think those fellows who are going to hell had better find out where it
isWhen | emigrate to a strange country, | aways inquire about it."

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 67 -- A HEIGHT OF EULOGY

That reminds me of that Western fellow's eulogy of hiswife. She died, and he couldn't get a
preacher, so he funeralized her himself. After the neighbors had assembled he said amid sobs of
grief, "Saly Ann wasn't much educated; she didn't know much of Greek or Latin, but when it come
to darning socks and making fatty bread, she war ayaller dorg under awagon.” A "yaller" dorg
was hisideal of fidelity and with his audience he could have said nothing more eulogistic of his
wife.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 68 -- GENERAL HOOD AT THE BATTLE OF FRANKLIN

| don't like to bring up memories of the late war but this one which | heard will serve as an
example of' what | am going to say. When Johnston turned over his army to Hood at Atlanta, he
placed it in the care of a great man. Hood was a brave man, and when he came around to
Tennesseeg, the great battle of Franklin, of which you al have heard, took place. Hood's tent was
stationed on an eminence, and as he walked around near the tent he could see afort, in alocust
grove, literally mowing down his ranks. He was moved to tears at the sight, and calling his



adjutant genera, said: "Present my compliments to Gen. Cheatham, and toll him to take that fort in
the locust grove." The adjutant started off, and soon returned, telling his genera that Gen.
Cheathamwas missing and supposed to be dead. The tears trickled down the cheeks of the brave
genera, but whenever he turned he saw that fort in the locust grove literally tearing his army to
pieces. He again called his adjutant, and instructed him to present his compliments to Gen.
Cleburne, and tell him to take the fort, but the adjutant soon returned with the intelligence that the
general was dead on the field. Gen. Hood again looked sorrowfully toward the locust grove and
saw thefort literally tearing his army to pieces, and again calling his adjutant he said, " Present my
love to Gen. Cockrell and ask him to take that fort for me." When Gen. Cockrell got the order he
shouted: "Come on, First Missouri regiment, and take that fort." They responded and the fort was
soon taken. | am here as the Lord's adjutant general. He calls upon me to have you conquer the evil
of this city and bring about its redemption, and | want you to take this city to God. Work will have
to be done, and only by strong fighting can this city be redeemed.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 69 -- THE SLAVERY QUESTION

| never held davesin my life, but better men than I, did, but let that pass. | am glad that
there is no more such thing as involuntary servitude except for crime.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 70 -- NOT MUCH ON DOGMA

Theidea of aMethodist getting up here preaching infant baptism when the babies are all
asleep and the old folks going to hell. The idea of a Baptist preaching baptism, when probably
nine-tenths of them would be in aplace in ten years where they couldn't get adrop of water. | hate
these fellows that are all bound up in the ligaments of and choked to death by their isms. It isso
funny that aman is clever about everything but hisreligion.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 71 -- SOCIETY AND HELL

Thereis not asociety woman in St. Louis when she turns out the gas at night that doesn't
say to herself, "I must get out of society between this and the grave.” | followed a preacher once
who turned out thirty of his active members who drank, danced and attended theater. If a great
many of the Christians of this city would violate the laws of city and state as they do the laws of
God, they would scarcely escape the chain gang. About once every six months the back door ought
to be opened and those who are violating the laws of God ought to be asked to go out, and if they
don't go they ought to be picked up and pitched out head foremost. But, you say, that would take the
best paying men out of the church. Suppose it would; it would make no difference. | despise these
entertainments you $100,000 churches get up to help aong the church. These little grab-bags,
shindigs and such things, | despise them. | tell you it takes more money to run the saloons of this
city one week than all the churches ayear.



Suppose a barkeeper would get up an entertainment to run his saloon and invite the church
members -- but he wouldn't have to invite them; they would be there. Think of it! | tell you you are
going to theaters with these fellows and they are going to your prayer meetings, and you are going
all together, thick as bees. There's just one thing more wanted for you all to go to hell together, and
it iscoming to that sure.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 72 -- CHRISTIAN PURITY
Oh, the Christian character is all purity.

"Blessed is the man in whose spirit thereisno guile." A guileless wife, a guileless child
and aguileless father.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 73-- A PRETTY SMILE

The ermine, so pure and white, is captured by dirt being put in his path, which causes him
to submit to death rather than soil one of his white hairs. Whenever a Christian isready to lie
down and die before he will submit to astain, hisis a princely character.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 74 -- A PUZZLING TEST -- BEING PROUD OF DIVINE PARENTAGE

My text you will find in these words: "Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin.” |
John, 3rd chapter, 9th verse. This one verse of scripture gave me more trouble once than any other.
It was to me a two-edged sword. To agreat many the reading of thistext is but the application of a
sword. To me it isthe sweetest text of al, and ought to beto all.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 75 -- NO CONTROVERSY

| am not going to preach on any controverted point. | am not going to preach on
sanctification, but on every day religion; athough | believe in sanctification, because the word of
God says so and that is enough for me. A clear exegesis of this text ought to benefit everybody in
thisroom. The context reads: "Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear
what we shall be; but we know that when he shall appear we shall be like him, for we shall see
him as heis." The context is the first announcement of a princely Christian. Every Christian man
must realize that heis the son of God; that heis the son, and God the Father. It isworth a great deal
to aboy to know that his father was princely; that his mother was the purest woman that ever lived.
Many a boy on the edge of hell has been called back by his mother's or father's good qualities



having been called to mind. A man in Mississippi, fifty years old, an agnostic or an infidel, stood
up in the vast congregation and said: "I have roamed all over the fields of literature and science
and | have nowhere found rest except in the memories of my mother and father, and here | renew
my vows to them and to that which is good and pure.” The son of an Eastern king was kept in good
behavior by the sight of a badge on his coat showing hisroyal character. So St. Paul said he bore
on him signs of his Savior. "The son of aking!" What doesit imply!

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 76 -- PRINCE OF WALES

Prince Edward of England, when he came here, was announced by cable and was told by a
delegation in New Y ork harbor to act like the son of a queen, and when he went away everybody
said: "He has acted like the son of aking." We can not say we are the heirs of the throne of
England, but we can say that we are children of a Heavenly King. The highest aim of a Christian
heart is to worthily represent the family and name of God. Oh, the power delegated to mortal man
to be able to bring a stain on the name of God and Christ! When you walk out and say you are a
child of the king the world doffsits hat Whenever the world sees a Christian acting falsely to his
vows, | am glad it thinks so much of Christ as to throw our falseness in our teeth. A man escaped
punishment once because he was related to the manager of his company; and | have escaped
punishment because | am a son of God.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 77 -- DISCHARGED BY CHRIST

| had an indifferent servant girl, and one day my wife said: "Go home, | don't want you any
more."

But the girl stood there and said: "I don't want to go. | know | am the poorest servant you
ever had, but keep me."

If Christ should come down and discharge me | would say on my knees. "Great Christ. |
know | am the poorest servant you ever had, but keep me, oh, keep me!™ Oh, look up and see your
father's face shining on you and say, Abba, Father.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 78 -- DEFIESTHE WORLD

| take this position and defy heaven and hell to deny it that Christ isableto do al for me. A
mere act of pardon that leaves me as | wasis not enough. | want to be cleansed of all
unrighteousness. If | had only one prayer it would be give me a pure heart | don't want you to think
about the style or manner of the sermon, but go home and think it out yourselves. Thereisno
attitude toward God but aloathing of asin; that is the proper attitude.



TOPIC 79 -- REJECTING WRONG

A little boy once fell and cut himself with his mother's pocket-knife so that he died, and
when the knife was shown the mother, with its pearl all dabbled in her boy's blood, she cried:
"Takeit away, it has my darling boy's blood! and so every Christian when he seesimpurity should
say: "Takeit away; it is covered with the Wood of my Savior." | know what people mean when
they say, is there anything wrong in this or that? If they would just get under the shadow of God
they would find that he had given them things so much greater than those that they wouldn't ask.

TOPIC 80 -- THE LORD WILL PROVIDE
Once | emptied all my pockets of every copper and God filled them up with $20 gold

pieces. Tak about sacrifice. Why, there never was a Christian that sacrificed a thing that was not
repaid tenfold by God.

* * * * * * *

PART 5 -- (TOPICS 81-100)
* * *
TOPIC 81 -- BEING TRUSTWORTHY

Whenever the world can point its finger at you and say they would trust you with everything
they have, the Lord can depend on you. Get where God can trust you

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 82 -- HITTING THE RICH

But some of you are pretty hard to trust with money. If the Lord would draw a check on
you, you would let it go to protest and swear you didn't have the money.

Another feature of the text is "Blessed is he to whom the Lord floes not impute guilt.” |
mean, when a merchant doesn't put your name on the books he knows you will pay; when agood
Christian does wobble alittle to one side or the other the Lord won't |et the angel put it down
against him, because he says: "l trust him, he will repent.”

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 83 -- KEEPSBACK THE ANGELS



The Lord won't let the angels put down much against a good Christian.

"His seed remaineth in him," saysthe text; that is, let you and Christian virtues so interlock
that the devil can't get any seed in there. It will be agrand thanksgiving day for usif we can stand
up and say "I'll consecrate myself to God's service."

Be so busy working for God that you can't give a minute to the devil ayear. The Lord will
bank on you.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 84 -- THE DEVIL WITH JOB

The devil tried it with Job, but the Lord said | can bank on him, and when all the trialsfell
on him, Job simply said: "Blessed be the name of the Lord," and the L ord took Job out to walk
with him and said: "Job, | knew | could trust you."

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 85 -- CRITICIZING

Now, whenever you reach a point where you won't criticize me, I'll reach a point where
you won't find anything to criticize in me.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 86 -- PROHIBITION

A telegram was read from Atlanta saying: "Prohibition is carried in Atlanta by 232
majority."

"St. Louisis dead to this cry,” said Mr. Jones, "but it is the crack of athundering cannon
that will level the saloons of St. Louis."

Pray on and some time this old city will be redeemed.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 87 -- HUMAN AND DIVINE LOVE

He saysin his blessed word, "When your father and mother forsake you | will take you." |
have seen amother follow her boy to the very curb of hell, and when she dragged back his poor
dead body, bury it reverently and water his grave with her tears. | have seen awife when every
friend had forsaken her husband, when crazy with drink and debauched with sin, she helped his
tottering foot steps along and printed kisses on his depraved cheek. Why did mother and wife do
this? Because they partake of the character of godliness. But God is both our father and mother.



Y ou see that young man yonder -- he has pledged his froth to that young girt and heis going West to
prepare a home and happiness for her, and after he is gone what does she do.? Instead of remaining
true to that good young man, she flirts with his enemies and associates, with men who despise him.
Oh, what an unfaithful girl! So with al of us, while God is preparing a home and happiness for us,
we are flirting with his enemies and associating with those who despise God.

The church of God will save adl sinners. It has been a mother to me -- more, it has been
father and brother. O brothers, you do not know what you have missed by staying outside the pale
of the church.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 87 -- WHOSOEVER WILL

If down in your soul thereis adesire to be agood man, start tonight -- start tonight. God
throws heaven and hell at every man's feet and tells him to take his choice. I've read a great deal
about the elect, and have found that the elect are the "whosoever wills," and those who are not
elect are the "whosoever won'ts." That reminds me of the poor penitent down in Georgia who was
in terrible agony, and whom the pastor tried to comfort, but who refused to be comforted, saying:
"I am areprobate. God did not die for me."

"Yes, hedid,” said the pastor. "If you saw your name, James B. Green, written in the Book
of the Lamb, wouldn't you believe that God died for you?"

"I don't know," replied the penitent, "there are lots of other people by my namein
Georgia."

"Well, if you saw James B. Green, Scribner county, Georgia, wouldn't you believe it was
you?"'

"There may be other people in this county by my name," he replied.

"Suppose it was James B. Green, Nineteenth district, Scribner county, Georgia, wouldn't
you believe then?”

"There may have been people in this county before | was born," he remarked.

Then the pastor turned to the penitent and said: "God says, ‘'whosoever will.
sinner jumped up and clasped his hands and said "that means me.”

And the poor

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 88 -- ALWAYSBLESS THE LORD

| want to call your attention to the fact that there is areligious experience in which the
people of God can blessthe Lord at all times -- an experience that will keep us right up under the



Master'swing at al timesand in all seasons and al places. Y ou remember the old text: "Come up
to the help of the Lord againgt the mighty.” That meansif you want to conquer earth and hell you
must go up to the help of the Lord. The herd can't reach you way out there; you're too far away.
That Confederate soldier standing over here inside the Union line can't be protected by the
Southern confederacy. Suppose the Confederates open up fire on the Union ranks; two to one the
Southern soldier will be thefirst fellow to fall. And so it's no earthly use for God to fire red-hot
shot at Satan and sin if you stand right in the Devil's camp waiting to be shot with the other
fellows. Y ou've got to come out and go over to the help of the Lord against the mighty.

Then I've seen Christians who were afraid to talk about their religion and their relations to
Christ for fear they would be boastful. What if | was diseased from head to foot and after every
doctor in town has done his best for me, along comes a doctor from way off. | go to this strange
doctor, who goesto work on me, and in three months | am as well as any man in the universe.
Now, do you think 1'd go away somewhere, hide my face, and say to my friends, "I don't want to
say anything about my cure, it might sound like boasting”? No; 1'd go around and tell everybody |
met what a wonderful cure | had received. I'd boast about it -- yes, boast about it, not to honor
myself but to honor the great physician who had cured me. | couldn't tell about my cure without
talking about myself. Corinthians is dotted al over with "I"s.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 89 -- A JOKE ON A HUSBAND

Mr. Jones told a funny story about a husband who went down town one night “to post his
books." Hiswife dipped an indicator in his pocket and when he returned found that he had walked
seventeen miles that night. She asked him if he posted his books while walking around the block,
and showed him the indicator. He then confessed that he had played pool, and had actually walked
seventeen miles around a billiard table.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 90 -- A GLIMPSE OF MR. JONES PERSONAL EXPERIENCE

Mr. Jones related that at the age of twenty-five he had become appalled at the terrible
record he had made. Spencer, Darwin, Tyndall, could give him no relief, and the Bible was his
only refuge. Fourteen years ago, a poor, lost, wicked sinner, he saw the course he was pursuing,
and was saved by the precious blood of the Son of God. Charged with Sabbath breaking, with
infidelity; charged with everything, he trusted to God, and his record was washed out and God
justified him by the force of testimony and the prerogative of pardon.

* * * * * * *
TOPIC 91 -- LIFEISLIMITED

Paul warns you that the day is limited. Take care that you do not lose, by continued
rebellion, your chances for heaven. Take care that you do not wake up some morning and find that



your conscience is dead. Today's limit is always before us. We know not what tomorrow has in
store for us. Men amass wealth, not for its own sake, but to provide for the future. If you are so
careful about your material welfare, why not be careful about your spiritual welfare? Every man's
biography can be written in three lines: "I live -- | know not how long. | shall die -- | know not
when. | shall go -- where?' Heaven and hell alone can answer that. It must be to one or the other.
Be ready for death. Y ou know not what hour the bridegroom cometh. Prepare for death by taking
hold of the eternal Rock.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 92 -- A GLORIOUSWORLD

| don't like it said that the world is a howling wilderness. Those people who say that are
the dogs who are doing all the howling. It isaglorious world, with all of its stores of remedies,
edibles and blessings. What do you want that the world will not supply you? When we think of this
tent and tabernacle, what must be the everlasting hills of God.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 93 -- AN UNGRATEFUL FAMILY

| knew a preacher in the South who went to a house after the husband was dead, and he was
given aplace to eep in the garret Before he retired he saw a picture with the face turned to the
wall, and, on looking at it, found out that it was a picture of the dead man. He had hardly grown
cold before his picture was removed to the garret, and yet he left them a home and money.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 94 -- GOATS AMONG THE SHEEP

But all of us sheep were goats once, and | dare say some of us are yet goats. And | will say
to those who are not members of the church, that you are entitled to the but in the preacher's head
and heart for your attendance.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 95 -- SIN, SINNERS, HELL, ETC.
(From a St. Louis Discourse)

Salvation was a personal matter and so was damnation. A man could get no one to stand
before God in his place; he was saved or damned personally in and for himself. If hewaslost it
was himself, and not some one el se that was lost. Men sinned in groups and ran with the multitude,
but they were judged personally. This question certainly meant something. He did not ask his
hearers WHY THEY WERE BORN SINNERS, but why they continued in sin. Some people
thought sin was something floating in the atmosphere or aroaring lion that walked to and fro on the
earth. Sin was smply saying and doing that which was prohibited by the commandments of God.



Would any man in the house say it was not wrong to swear, stedl, etc.? Had they not heard that he
who broke the least of God's commandments was guilty of all? Did they not know that every sinner
stood self-convicted? Every criticism a person made against a member of the church showed that
he understood the difference between fight and wrong. Church members were not permitted with
impunity to do that which was wrong, for the world had its standard of right and wrong by which
they judged the church members. Those who professed Christianity should not alow their standard
of righteousnessto fall below that of the world. The speaker had as much fight to swear, get drunk
or tell alie as any one, God being the judge. The most absurd thing in the world was that some
people appeared to believe they had aright to sin because they were not members of the church. If
he were go down town and get drunk the fact would be telegraphed to al parts of the country that
Sam Jones was drunk in the streets of St. Louis.

Some red-nosed sinner could GET DRUNK EVERY DAY and nothing was said about it.
This he smply mentioned to show the difference between a gentleman and a vagabond. The
speaker could walk along the streets of St. Louis ten years and no one would ask him to take a
drink; other men could scarcely walk along the streets without being invited to drink. This showed
the world who was who. He was glad humanity never got so low down that it failed to recognize
the good. Was there a man in the house who would say he did not believe sinners were to be
punished? There was not one preacher in twenty at the present time who preached hell asit was
asserted in the Bible. It was really considered vulgar to preach aliteral hell in thisage. Y et
Bunyan, Milton, Spurgeon and all the noted divines who had become deeply imbued with religion
believed in aregular sulfur and brimstone hell. Fourteen years ago the speaker got a great scare
and had not yet recovered from it He did not want to believe there was no hell until he passed
through the pearly gates. If there was a topless heaven, there was certainly a bottomless hell.

Men knew what sin was and what it would do for them, yet they would leave the hall
impenitent sinners. It was not a question HOW LONG HELL WOULD ENDURE, but how long sin
would endure. Sometimes men put on an air of recklessness and appeared to defy God. In the
gpeaker's native town a drunken man went to the railway depot one night and said he intended to
walk up the track, seizethetrain asit camein and hurl it over an embankment. No one, of course,
believed he intended to try the experiment. The man nevertheless met the train, and, in hisdelirium,
tried to seize it He was knocked down, run over and killed in a horrible manner. People said how
reckless this man was, yet there were men who rushed into the very face of God asif they would
try to defy him. Many men were not willing to live out their allotted span of life, threescore years
and ten. They went to bar-rooms and drank themselves into premature graves as though they were
in ahurry to be damned. God, he hoped, would pity poor reckless human nature asit rushed on to
its doom. There were men in the cemeteries of St. Louis who might have been present to hear him
preach had they led sober lives. Many a man who appeared to be reckless was afraid of his God
and eternity when he went home at night and turned out the gasin his room. The speaker had never
seen aman who declared he had MADE UP HIS MIND TO BE DAMNED.

A great many people expected to go to heaven because they did not "cuss' the preacher or
throw stones at the meeting house. The saddest spectacle in the world was the man who slumbered
while he had an immortal soul at stake. Oh, how could men sleep over their immortal interest?
Many atime al earth and heaven seemed to arouse men with the cry of eternd fire. Why did this



apathy exist in some men so strongly that nothing could arouse them! Was it because they had
conquered the spirit and had secured that peace that meant the death of the soul ?

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 96 -- DON'T BE A MISER

| like to see aman frugal and industrious, but not amiser. A man once saved and saved,
until aneighbor said: "what are you saving for, you old miser?' He answered: "I am saving up for
Sally and the children.” And if he could see Sally with all her style, and the children with their
handsome turnouts soon after his death, what would he think? Ah me, brother, what would he think
of it? But when aman istoo frugal, and saves up for his Sally and children and neglects his own
soul, the money would be a curse to his wife and children.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 97 -- ACCURSED FOR MONEY

It isn't only the rich men who run after the world. Many a poor fellow runs after the world
and never gets anything. Many afellow with only forty acres of poor land and a stiff-eared mule
dies and goes to hell for his want of money, though he never had any. The world is only awalking
stick for meto ahigher place. Look at A. T. Stewart, the famous millionaire, who, before he died,
had money enough to keep a hundred merchants busy for some time to estimate the amount. He was
MEASURED FOR THE GRAVE, and it took but five feet ten inchesto give aresting place. How
many millionairesin hell would give all they ever had for a drop of water to moisten their parched
lips? There are many fellowsin hell who, while walking its burning streets, shout: "1 am
money-damned. The devil tolled my knell with the jingling of the nickels." As| have said before, |
would rather see the poor folks go to heaven than the rich people. Oh, how rough it is for the poor
fellows who never have anything and yet go to hell. The rich man can, after his carriage rides,
theater going and general good time, afford to go to hell.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 98 -- CONSCIENCE -- RECORD -- GOD

There are two somethings and one someone that | had to do with yesterday; | have to do
with them today, and | shall have to do with them forever. Conscience and record are the two
somethings, and God is the one someone. Conscience, record, God. Conscience and record are
like two index fingers pointing right up into the face of God and God the great index finger pointing
to the final judgment. Conscience, that king reigning over my life, approving the right, disapproving
the wrong. Conscience! When out raged it is that something that will not let me sleep no matter
how soft my pillow. Conscience! That's something that will not let me eat, no matter how richly
loaded soever my table may be. Conscience! That's something in me that makes me droop my head
in guilt and shame when all the world around me is gay. Conscience! Ah, where isthe man in this
audience who never felt the pangs and pains of an outraged conscience? The poet was right when
he said:



"What conscience dictates to be done,
Or warns me not to do,

This, teach me more than hdll to shun,
That, more than heaven pursue.”

And | am ready to say in my place, on this occasion, that the most fearful sin that aman
ever committed in thislifeisto sin directly and to sin persistently against his own conscience. Y ou
do that thing that you ought not and conscience cries: "Murder! murder! don't do that" Conscience!
ah, my brethren, some one has said that an out raged conscience is the worm that shall never die,
amid the fires that shall never be quenched. Conscience! Record! Record! My record is as much a
part of me as an immortal being as my hand isa part of me. "Yes," you say, "but the surgeon's knife
can soon separate that hand from your arm.” No, Sir; no, sir. Some months ago | sat by the side of a
man who had an empty sleeve dangling at his side, and al at once he said to me: "These fingers
have been hurting me all day.” Said I: "What fingers?' He said: "The fingers on my right hand.”
Said I: "My friend, thereis no right hand there." "Ah," he said, "they tell methisarm isburied on a
battle field of Virginia, but, sir, that hand is astruly there today asit ever was, and the pains and
twinges and pangs of this hour are ailmost intolerable to me in these fingers." My record! It is a part
of me; it belongs to me; it isinseparable from me. My record as a man; your record as a man.

A MAN WITHOUT A RECORD would be an anomaly. A man without a record would be
amora monstrosity in the universe of God! What | have said, what J have done, where | have
been, are but so many subjects upon this record of thislife of mine. Record! Record! And then that
conscience and record pointing up into the face of the great God, and the great God pointing to the
judgment seat -- the judgment seet | tell you, my friends, if thereisto be no final judgment when
men shall be brought to the final bar and give an account for the deeds done in the body, if thereis
to be no judgment hereafter, there are questions, and feelings, and aspirations, and fears about my
being that can not be explained in time or eternity. For al the deeds of my life, every wayward act
of my life, every wicked word of my life, have been so many fingers pointing me ever and anon to
the great day when | shall give an account to God for the way | have lived, for what | have done,
for what | have said. Judgment is but aforensic term, alaw term, and means simply the equitable
adjustment of an issue. But in ecclesiastical issues it means the final session of heaven's chancery,
when God shall summon men, and when once God says:. "Silence, ye accursed,” there shall never
be any pardon or revisionary control. The record of my guilt or my commendation shall be on one
hand, or on the other hand; sparkling forever in full view of my eyes, my vindication in heaven, or
my CONDEMNATION IN HELL.

When aman is convicted in Missouri there are but three ways in which he can escape. One
by force of law, one by force of testimony, ancother by pardon. | grant you that justice may be
defeated in many ways, but when man is once arraigned before the criminal courts of this country
there are but three ways in which he can hope to escape. Y onder, yonder, before that tribunal there
can be but three ways in which a man can escape. Y ou can not dodge God's ministerial officers;
you will come to judgment; to judgment When some of us leave this room this afternoon some will
go that way, and some that other way, and some this way; but every road you take this evening at
last all of them converge right at the judgment seat of Christ and if we never see each other's faces
again al of these ways on earth merge into that concourse around the throne of God at |ast.



"I can not dodge God's ministeria officers. Asthe Bible would quoteit: "If | take the
wings of the morning and fly with them to the uttermost parts of the earth, lo, God isthere. If | make
my bed in hell, lo, God isthere." No, sir, God Almighty will BURN THIS EARTH DOWN and
sift the ashes, or he will bring us al to the judgment seat of Christ. | can not dodge God's
ministeria officers already on my track. One of God's sheriffs put his hand on your head one day
and since then it has been beginning to frost God's sheriff touched your eye one day and you have
been wearing glasses since then. God's sheriff touched your leg, you are waking with a cane, and
wherever you meet a man God's sheriff has claimed him for his own. And then again you can not
bribe God's grand jury. They have aready sat upon your case and the verdict reads. "The soul that
sinneth shall die and he that believeth not shall be damned.” Some men defy their judges, but you
can not defy God. Shall 1, apoor, penniless, moneyless wretch, cry out to great God, rush up into
the presence of such a God as that and defy him? No, sir. Shall | bribe this court -- helpless,
friendless, moneyless, shall | bribe the judge of al the earth? No, sir. But when | shall be
individualized at that final moment and walk up into the presence of that great God, | have but three
ways by which | can hope to escape. Oneis. by force of law. Now, sir, hear me. Can any man
hearing my voice this evening, deny -- and | shake that little bundle of paper [aBible] in your face
-- that if that little bundle of paper istrueit isworth all the universe? If this book istrue -- this
little bundle of paper that does not weigh ten ounces -- if thislittle book is true you and | have to
die

WE HAVE TO DIE whether this book istrue or not. If this book istrue, you and | must
meet the God that made us, and give an account of the deeds done in the body.

The law! Thelaw! | want to say at this point God will spring no new law but this. Thisis
the code of heaven, published among men, "And the books were opened.” No new law sprung on
usthere. Men say, "I don't like to read that Bible, it condemns me." Listen: If it condemns you
down in Missouri today it will condemn you up there in heaven tomorrow. Y ou will be the same
man, the book will be the same. "Ah! but | have never violated many laws." But listen: "He that
breaks the least commandment bresks them all." Hit that breaketh the least of the commandments
cuts his soul loose from God, just asif he broke them al. God looks not upon sin with the least
allowance, and can any man stand up yonder before the final bar of God and say: "I have never
violated the least precept of that book?' Until you can do that you can never hope to escape by
force Of law. The law condemns. The epistle tells us that no sins of the flesh shall be justified by
the law. The law killeth, but the law is but the rule of action, prescribing what is right and
prohibiting what iswrong. And today, brethren, hear my voice. If in your past life you have
violated any precept of this book you can not hope to escape yonder by the force of law. | am
guilty! I am guilty before God. | have violated precept after precept not only repeatedly, but
intentionally, willfully. I can not hope to be CLEARED BY FORCE OF THE LAW.

Then | say: flow about force of testimony? "So then everyone of us shall give an account of
himsalf to God." "What | have written | have written." ™Y ou shall be brought unto judgment
whether those things he good or bad." Now we stand there before the final throne. "What | have
written | have written." | declareto you that it ismy belief that every man and every boy of us are
now writing testimony by which we shall stand Or fal in the last judgment day. When you step



across the line of manhood you commence writing upon the tablet of your heart, and you have there
line upon line, page upon page.

Record, record, record, and every man and every boy here this evening can stand up and
facethisfact: "What | have written | have written," up to this hour. The record of some men, the
record of some boys, who hear my voice this moment! If your wife could read your record just as
you have written it down, she would spurn you from her presence and drive you forever from her
home. There are boys that listen to my voice this morning: if your mother could read the record of
last night upon the tablet of your heart, she would spurn you from her presence as an unholy and
unclean thing. O boys, every oath, every wicked deed, every midnight carousal iswritten in legible
and indelible letters, and shall sparkle forever upon THE TABLETS OF YOUR HEART.

Brethren, it makes no difference what street you took in coming here, but it makes an
eternity of difference if you did right or wrong while coming. We sometimes say, "Astrue asthe
Bible." But every record upon the page of your heart is just as true as the Bible. Its secret record
God would not suffer an angel in heaven to touch, and wouldn't suffer your precious mother to put
her finger upon that record. It is the secret record of the soul by which it shall stand or fall at the
judgment seat of Christ Holy spirit, shinein our records this evening, and let us read them in thirty
seconds, the record of immortal guilt, that will affright in and raise us up to some door of relief.

While | preach the gospel to others | never forget that | have a soul in this body that will be
saved or lost What is your record, husband; what is your record, father; what is your record, son?
There are hundreds of men here this evening; the only reason you can hold up your heads, the only
reason you can move among the pure at al is the consciousness that nobody upon earth can read
your record. It is hidden out of sight of men. There are men here, if | could tear one page out of
your heart and stick it up on the wall in this room you would rush out of this hall and out of this
town and never be seen within its limits again. Oh, brother, it is hidden now, but God's word for it,
up there every secret thing, every wicked thing, that which is done in secret shall be proclaimed
upon the house-tops Oh, fearful thought! As the poet says:

"lItisnot all of lifetolive,
Nor all of death to die."

Y ou may drown out this record with a night's spree, but it comes with al itsforcein the
morning. Y ou may dance out and drown out its voice for atime, but ever and anon IT STICKSITS
BONY HAND IN YOUR FACE and says. "Read the record of last week or last year." "What |
have written | have written." Y ou have written down the record of your life. | stand hereto
condemn no man, but | ask you, brethren, in all love and kindness, what is the record you have
made up to this hour?

TOPIC 99 -- THE DOOMED WORLD

Y ou can take a piece of property that the insurance man would refuse to insure and you
cannot get anything for it You can't get insurance on thisworld, asit isaready on firein the



basement and Vesuvius and Mount Aetna, the chimneys, are already smoking. This old world will
surely burn. The astronomers have already discovered that certain heavenly bodies have been
consumed and entirely lost sight of.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 100 -- THE MOST MISERABLE MAN

The most miserable man in the world is the richest one. He is continually seeking to
increase his fortune and he is never happy.

When | was ayoung man afellow told me that when he got $10,000 he wanted $20,000,
and when he obtained that amount he wanted more. Such men cannot be happy; they arelike
saltwater drinking, the more you drink the more you want | am very sorry for those fellows who
cannot get enough. Josh Billings said that the old man who spent his whole life gathering money
was like the fly that fell into the half-barrel of molasses. A paper once stated that a man had died
leaving Sam Jones a handsome legacy. My friends rushed to me with the news, and asked me to
write for the legacy. But | said that | was well enough without a legacy, and would not know what
would happen if | had one. Y ou can al have the legacy, and | will visit your residences, eat with
you and you can pay the taxes.

* * * * * * *

PART 6 -- (TOPICS 101-120)

* * *

TOPIC 101 -- A LOTTERY EXPERIENCE

| remember asmall town in the South before the war -- atown with eight stores and a
doggery -- | mean a saloon, where the news of the establishment of the lottery caused several of the
people to purchase tickets. Among the purchasers was the barkeeper. Not long after the drawing a
man drove up to the saloon and offered the barkeeper $15,000 for histicket. He was almost dazed
at the news, and inquired for the amount drawn by the ticket. The caller refused to tell, and the
barkeeper refused to part with the ticket. Another man drove up and offered him $25,000 for the
ticket, but he again refused. Others called until the amount offered reached $85,000, but he still
refused to surrender the ticket. Finally, the news of the drawing reached the town and he closed up
his shop and left for the office to get the prize which he expected. When he glanced at the returns
he found out that histicket drew nothing. He moved slowly away from the place with a painful
look of disappointment on his face and started to cross the road. As he passed out he heard the
titter of the crowd, and turning around, he said: ™Y ou might think that | am fegling bad, but in
redlity, | feel glad that | did not get the prize. My wife and myself have had no sleep since the news
that | had won was conveyed to me. | have suffered so much while waiting for that money, and
while fegling myself arich man, that | am glad | did not get it"

* * * * * * *



TOPIC 102 -- WHICH WILL YOU SERVE?

There are two questions that naturally and inevitably come up between employee and
employer, or there will be no contract or intelligent agreement. First, the employee asks, "What
kind of work do you want me to do?" Second, What will you pay me?' There are people here
tonight that probably never worked for anybody, and claim that they were never hirelings. Ina
spiritual sense every man isa servant. Our Savior said, "To whom ye yield yourselvesto obey,
you are their servants." And again, "No man can serve two masters." And getting stronger he said,
"Hethat is not with meis against me." A great many men here when you ask them, "Are you good?’
will answer, "No." "Are you bad?' and they will answer, "No." There are agreat many of those
men. Some of them belong to the church, but treat their neighbors wrong. And then others treat their
neighbors well, but do nothing for God. Why do you want to do like either of them? | am going to
do what's right by God and the same to my neighbor. God said, "Love thy God with al thy strength
and thy neighbor as thyself.” No man can do the one. He is then only haf a man.

Some of you admit that you are not fit for heaven and not bad enough for hell. Looking for
some compromise station, | guess. | recollect at a country meeting, when a brother said, "1 hope
this meeting will be a success and much good will be done.” | asked him to what church he
belonged, and he answered, "None, but | am a Christian.” | then said, "Y ou are just the man | have
been looking for, and | have been thinking of offering areward to find you." That was very strange,
so few Christiansin the church, and unexpectedly running across one outside of it | then asked him
to lead the prayer when the penitents were called up, and he said, "I never pray in public.”" | said
"Why?" and he replied, "Because | don't belong to the church.” "Well," | said, "why not take some
of the brothersin the woods and pray with them there?' and he again said, "No; | don't belong to
the church.” | then said, "No, that is not the reason. The fact is, the devil has got you from head to
foot"

"Hethat is not with meis against me." Heis either a servant of God or the devil. The devil
wants his servants to violate the Sabbath, do everything that is wrong, and to make my wife and
children think less of me. | can prove by many in St. Louis that that istrue. The devil gives some
pleasures, but woe and damnation in the end. While preaching in my church one Sunday | called
upon a grayheaded sixty-five-year-old sinner to get up and describe his sixty-five years of servile
bondage. He did not do it, but the next day | met him on the street, and he said, "Had | got up, |
would have frightened many in the church. For my sixty-five years | have nothing to show but a
godless family, a hard heart, a stiff neck and no hope to be saved.” Serve God and he will make
you worship on the Sabbath, do what is good and make your family love you. There is nothing
better than religion, although there are some hard things to do for God. The hardest thing that | ever
did for God made me love him the more. What is the pay? He gives me enough money to live every
day, and when | get old he will take me up in histender and loving arms and care for me. Look at
the difference. The devil he leads his servants to damnation in the end. God does everything for his
servantsthat is good and why are there any servants of the devil? God serves the best wine in the
end while the devil givesthe good at first and the bad afterward. God's wine gets better and better
until the end. | was always better at illustrations than preaching, and | will give you this oneto
show the devil's way of doing things. When | was young the devil took me to a palace and showed
me al through it Everything was beautiful and grand and tempting. He told me that | could stay, and



| remained there. He gave me a chair of ease, a sofa of contentment, atable of pleasures and
everything that made me comfortable. After staying there for several days, | dipped out, and when
| returned my chair of ease wee gone. | went out again in afew days, and when | returned the sofa
of contentment was missing and next the table of pleasures was taken away. Day after day the
beautiful pictures were taken away until the walls were left bare. When | went out another time the
carpets were taken up and the windows were closed, leaving nothing but the bare rooms and bare
walls. Finally | discovered that the walls were coming closer and closer together each day, and
everything within looked dark. | next went out to see my father die, and never returned. My friend
remained there longer, until the walls became nearer and nearer to one another, until he at last laid
down on his death-bed, with his wife standing at his side, and before he died he acknowledged that
the "wages of sinisdeath.” Oh, how | thank God that | |eft that den before those walls closed
together upon me! | recollect the first drink | took. | thought it was grand and the panacea for all
ills. And | continued drinking until |1 began to despise myself. Again | recollect the first oath |
uttered and the effect it had upon me.

The devil gives the best wine at first When Lord Byron, who drank from every cup that
was known, and had the ministers from all sides ready to wait upon him, died, hislife was not a
happy one. While he was sitting in company one day, lie wore a melancholy look on hisface, and
when one of those present asked him what he was doing, he replied that he was counting the
number of happy days he spent, and he could get no further than eleven. There are depths to which
we go, until we despise ourselves.

On the other side, the bitterest cup is that of conviction. When David drank from the cup, he
said it was made of wormwood and gall. | can never forget the hours when | looked to God, and
said, "Father! Father! take my hand." Those were awful hours, and thank God for them. | will never
cross the quagmire again. The next cup | took was that of justification, and how | thought of these
joyful words of God," Son, daughter, thy sins are forgiven." And when you drink of that cup God
will tell you that there ismoreto follow. Look at St. Paul. He was at first struck blind, and after
wandering three days staggered until he met Ananias, who touched him and the scales fell from off
his eyes. His last cup was the sweetest, when he said, "The hour of my departureisat hand, | will
take the crown awaiting me." If we just had St. Paul down here tonight to tell us of the good things
in heaven, we would all leave this church shouting the praises of God. | have thought of heaven,
dreamed of heaven and read of God, and if at the last hour he would say, "depart you cursed,” |
would be the worst disappointed man ever conceived of. But, if on the other hand he lets me walk
within the pearly gates, | would see God, the angels and my mother. And | am just as sure of going
to heaven as| amthat | amin St. Louis here at present | am even surer than that for | may not bein
St Louis. When | wasin Waco, Tex., | wastaken sick from my laborious work with
typho-malarial fever, and was at one time very low. My wife and the physicians stood at my
bed-side with anxious |ooks on their faces while | lay there suffering. The devil camein at the time
and said: "Y ou have worked yourself to death and will soon die.” | said, "Y ou just get right out of
here." If | had the same to do again | would do it.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 103 -- SOME USES OF MONEY



The rich man dies and leaves his daughter $100,000, while the poor man near by dies and
leaves his daughter nothing. The former goes to work to keep up with the fashions, while the other
hasto do serving for aliving. Therich girl grows sallow after three years of following the
fashions -- for nothing will kill them better than keeping up with the fashions. On the contrary, the
poor girl hasrosy cheeks, even though she had to work in the sewing-room.

Ten thousand or a hundred thousand dollars will purchase any young man athrough ticket
to hell. If my father had left me $25,000, | would now be in the pit God bless flu, fathers who teach
their sonsto value CHARACTER ABOVE MONEY.

What is there in thisworld that takes up so much of our time as money. A father once said
to me, "My boys are dissipated and | greatly fear that my money will ruin them.” | said, "Are you
sure of that?' and he answered that he was. | then said, "Give $200,000 out of each of their
portions for the orphan asylum, and if they get drunk again give me $40,000, and if they get drunk a
third time ten them that you will give a clear deed of their allowance to the orphan asylum.” | don't
know whether he ever told them that or not but he never gave me a cent. | think that would be a
first-rate way to cure them. Not long afterward that father died and |eft his money to the
bar-keeper. "What does he do that for?' said I. "Well, he did not do it directly,” replied my
informant, "but indirectly. He left the money to his sons.”

TOPIC 104 -- SILVER

Y ou will find the most corruption among the rich and the most purity among the poor.

It is hard for aman to be a Christian who has a godless wife.

Saturday night is the devil's biggest night.
TOPIC 105 -- A POOR EXCHANGE

| want to say to you, young men, who do not belong to the church because you want to
dance, and you young ladies a so, that though you attend 200 balls and dance 400 sets you will find
poor comfort for the pleasures when in hell: When you walk in hell you will say,” Well, | have
danced four hundred sets,” and that will be very poor consolation Another who can not see the
harm in taking a dram, may drink forty barrels of Robinson county whisky, but he will go to hell.

What consolation will he have in boasting? "Well, | drank forty barrels of Robinson county
whisky, anyhow."

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 106 -- SOME PEACEFUL AND PAINFUL DEATH-BEDS



Once in my church there was a godly lady, who was always engaged spending her money
in charities and church work. She finally grew very ill with consumption, with which she had been
suffering for many years. | went to see her, and talked with her about heaven. She said that she was
afraid to die, but did love God so much; | went to see her afew days afterward, while there were
several visitorsin the room, and when | entered she motioned the others from the room and bade
me come near her She then told me that she was no longer afraid of death and that she was
patiently waiting to be called to their master. | asked her what caused the change to come over her,
and she made this statement: "Y esterday, as | was sitting alone thinking of heaven, | felt that | was
being put in aboat by angels and taken to a beautiful land. When | reached there with the angels, |
beheld the beautiful sight and was introduced by the angels to the king. When | looked at him, |
beheld the world's Redeemer.” Shortly afterward she grew very low, and calling her husband to
her side, she placed her arms around his neck, and faintly breathing the words, "Husband, death is
grand," she quietly breathed her last Eleven days afterward | met the husband on the street, and he
imparted the sad news that his little girl, Annie, the only child, was suffering with diphtheria. |
went to see her and asked her if she was suffering, and she said that she did not feel the pain,
because her mammawas calling to her. Her father and the physicians entered the room at that time
and told her that she was going to have the pain burned out of her throat She faintly answered that it
was no use, her mammawas calling to her, and she wanted to meet her. A group of her playmates
entered the room, and she asked them to sing her favorite hymn. While the children were singing,
that child closed her eyesin sleep, and her young soul |eft to answer the call of her mother. Now |
will give you an instance of the opposite kind, and | want you al to hear it During the late cruel
war, and, oh, how cruet it was! a soldier received intelligence that his brother had received a fatal
wound and was dying in Virginia. The soldier hurried to the scene and found his brother till alive.
On meeting the unfortunate man, he said: "Oh, how glad | am that | arrived in time. Now, tell me
what is the condition of your soul? Y ou know that you have always led awild life." The suffering
soldier said: "Oh, don't talk about religion to me, | am suffering too much, and you are only
torturing me." The brother troubled him no more until the next day, when he again appealed to him
in behalf of his poor soul. The injured man again refused to hear him, and the good brother made
no further attempts to change the course of his suffering brother. Six days afterward, while he was
gitting at his brother's side, he laid down with the intention of taking afew minutes rest. As soon
as helaid down he fell fast adeep and dreamed that his brother died with his mouth wide open and
ere long the devil came in and looked down the throat of the corpse. Not finding the soul, he
looked behind a pile of fire wood and immediately the soul rushed out with the wild cry of "Lost!
lost! lost!" and was seized by the devil. The deeping brother woke up in afright and found the
lamp out He rushed over to where his brother lay and found him lifeless with his mouth wide open.
The poor brother then exclaimed, "1 believe that God put me to sleep 80 that | could see the sight
which took place."

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 107 -- THE RUMSELLER WHO VALUED HIS SOUL AT MORE THAN $40,000,000

A liquor dealer once attended church with his wife, and was very much affected by the
sermon. When he reached home his wife asked him why it was that he was not a Christian. He
answered that he could not be a Christian while in the liquor business. She then asked him what
amount he cleared by the business, and he answered $2,000 per annum. She then asked him how



long he expected to live, and he answered that twenty years was afair average. His wife then told
him that he could clear only $40,000 in twenty years which would be the price of his soul. He
thought over the matter, and finally exclaimed, that he would not lose his soul for forty million
dollars. The next morning he closed out his liquor store and became a good Christian.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 108 -- ON THE RUN

Down South they used to put Negroes on the block and sell them to the highest bidders, hat
sometimes the Negroes got away and could not be put on the block, and were sold on the run. That
isthe way that God has found us -- on the run from the Master.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 109 -- A SCRIPTURAL EXPOSITION
Paul's Epistle to the Romans, first to the tenth verse.

These verses are perhaps the strongest arguments that we have of the spirituality of Jesus
Chrigt.

Y ou can't attain the kingdom of God by leaning on riches and your bank account. The
religion of Jesus Christ is eminently spiritual, and he who is carnal minded is at enmity with
Chrigt.

Why, I've known people who'd say, "what harm can thisdo,” and I've aso known of
preachers taking people into the church with the understanding that they were to be ah lowed to do
such and so.

Oh, these churches are feather-beds for falling Christians. They'll let them down easy and
they won't be disturbed.

| often ask preachers "what kind of a man such and such a brother is," and they've
answered, "Oh, he'sa good man, but not spiritual.” Now, what do you suppose they mean? | think
they mean that he's a magnificent corpse.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 110 -- CHILD CHRISTIANS -- AN ANECDOTE OF JONATHAN EDWARDS

A great many people say that a child istoo young to understand the Scriptures; that a child
istoo young to join the church. Brother, when did you graduate? When did you become so wise
that you could tell that little ten-year-old boy that he was too young to be a Christian? Our Saviour
said: "Suffer little children to come unto me, and forbid them not, for of such is the kingdom of



heaven." He said to those gray-haired old men: "Except ye become converted and are aslittle
children, ye shal not enter the kingdom of heaven.” A little child can be taken to Christ.

| once heard an incident that will illustrate this; it was about Jonathan Edwards, who,
perhaps, was one of the greatest minds this country ever knew of. He heard that little Minnie Lee,
who lived in adistant State, had been converted and was a Christian. He didn't believe it, for he
didn't believe it was possible for a child to become a Christian. He went hundreds of milesto see
her. When he reached the door he knocked and the child's mother came to the door.

"l am Dr. Edwards," said he, "isthis Mrs. Lee?"
"Yes," shereplied.
"] have come here to have atalk with little Minnie."

"Walk into the parlor,” said she, and he went in and took a seat. Mrs. Lee went out and
brought in little Minnie and she was an angel sure enough. He took her on his knee and he
guestioned her and talked with her for over an hour and when he handed her back to her mother,
there were tearsin his eyes.

"Thank God Almighty," said he, "for now | know that a child four years old can know the
Lord Jesus Christ.”

Let's bring the children to the Lord Jesus Christ In their younger days they should be
brought to him. Thank God for any agency that brings the children to Christ God Ness the Sunday
Schools, and the Sunday School teachers and the Sunday School superintendents. Help the
children.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 111 -- NO MY STERY ABOUT RELIGION

There'sagood deal of mystery been put around religion; there should be no mystery about
it When an old sinner says he's got religion, if he hasn't got religion what has he got I'll go your
security with my hope of immorality that if you stop your meanness and follow God you will be
saved.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 112 -- SURRENDERING TO GOD

There is nothing like walking up to the dtar of God, throwing off your cartridge box and
saying: "I'm a surrendered rebel and I'll never fire another shot on the devil'sside." God will get
you and bring you safe before any devil in hell can catch you.

* * * * * * *



TOPIC 113 -- THE PLAN OF REDEMPTION

"What must | do to be saved?' The answer to this question is, "believein the Lord Jesus
Christ and thou shalt be saved, and thy house." Asaminister | have no right to ask aman to do
anything that he may not have aright to ask me to do. Asaminister | have no right to ask aman to
do anything unless | am conscious what | ask him to do will bring about his salvation. | might ask a
man to pray with his family at home and I am not able to see how aman can let time pass without
having family devotion; yet aman may pray al hislife and not be saved. | may ask a man to read
good books and shun bad literature, and yet that man may die unsaved. A man may keep good
company, and die unsaved. | may ask you al to join the church, and that would be good advice, for
the message is, come and go with us. Such a step might lead you to a better life. | remember an
instance in point here. One of the best women | ever had in my charge, as the pastor of a church,
asked me one day If | knew how she happened to become a member of the church. She told me that
she was standing in the aide of the church one day when agirl only fifteen years of age, a
schoolmate, in a mischievous way gave her a push, and before she stopped she found herself at the
altar shaking hands with the preacher. After getting into the church in thisway the girl became
impressed with the belief that she must behave as a church member. She sought Jesus, and found
him, saying afterward that she would not take the world in exchange for that push that made her
A FOLLOWER OF CHRIST.

Thereisagood ded in the belief that you will go right if you get a start in the right
direction it makes but little difference how you get that start. | might tell you to commemorate the
sufferings of Chrit, yet | can see how a man can partake of the sacrament and go down to hell. |
can see how aman may go from baptism to hell.

"What must | do to be saved?"

Thisis the most important question ever put to man. It is not what must | think but what
must | do. Not every man that says, "Lord, Lord," shall be saved, but he that doeth the will of the
Lord. If | could understand al of the Bible | would know it was written by a man like myself, and
that, therefore, it was not divine. Ingersoll once said, while delivering alecture, that he could
write a better book than the Bible. An old lady in the audience of the infidel said, "then you had
better get at it as soon as you can for thereismoney init." | never can understand how the babe of
Bethlehem became the king of angels. Yet | believe with al my heart that Jesus of Nazareth, the
son of a despised carpenter, isthe king of the angels and the son of God. What does a man mean
when he says he gets religion? There is nothing in the book about getting religion. That termis
deceptive. Many people believe that in getting religion they must be overcome with a sentiment
that will stir them from head to foot Religion is neither a shout nor a song. | can be devout without
shouting. The trouble is, we have mystified othersin giving our experiences. We have been led to
believe that religion is something that must come down upon us and change us in an instant Many
men say they have religion right in here (pointing to his heart). Some of these people will be
buried with it right in here, for it will never get out.

"What must | do to be saved?"



What do you mean by getting religion? Christ's term was, "come and go with me." Religion
is not something that bubbles out of the lips, but it is motive power that takes me somewhere. When
aman says he has religion | want to ask him a question. | want to know whether he opened the door
of his heart when Christ knocked and let him in. Y ou can run Joe Smithismwithout Joe Smith, and
you can run Confucianism without Confucius, but you can never run Christianity without Christ.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 114 -- A PARTAKER OF THE DIVINE NATURE

It means this sinful nature of mine has been touched and that | am resolved to serve the
devil no longer. Religion isavery plain thing.

Do you believe that God has wrapped religion in such mystery and fog that a plain man can
not understand it?"

"What must | do to be saved?"

| must seek salvation. Salvation from the demijohn to sobriety; salvation from sensuality to
chastity; salvation from gambling to justice, and salvation from things that do grade to things that
elevate me. Salvation summed up is loving everything that God loves and hating everything that
God hates. If aman will tell me what he loves and what he hates, | will tell you what kind of aman
heis. Salvation is that which brings 'is out of harmony with that which is bad into harmony with
that which is good. | am sure that God if he made me, can change me so | will hate evil and love
good.

"What must | do to be Saved?'

| must seek deliverance from the guilt of sin, from he love of sin, and from the dominion of
sin. | wish people would try and live up to the precepts of religion. Hear me -- there is not a plane
of grace upon which the soul is alowed to sin. Thereis not a plane so low as that. The only
difference between sanctification and regeneration is, one is an externa and the other an internal
effect. Sanctification puts evil out of a man's heart. Members of the church think they enjoy
privileges not enjoyed by those on the outside. They say that's right; give it to sinners. They forget
that the Bible says if the wicked will do right their wickedness shall not be remembered, and that
the righteous man that sinneth shall be damned; that the soul that sinneth must die.

Let some of the members of the church ask, "What must | do to be saved?’
"What shall | do to be saved?' Let's ook upon this earnest question looming up in our

hearts. It is not what the church may do; it is not what the city may do; it is not what anybody else
may do; it iswhat | shall do. "What shall | do to be saved?’

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 115 -- A PERSONAL MATTER



| can get nobody to die for me; | can get nobody to be buried for me; | can get nobody to
stand up before God in the day of judgment and take the consequences of my sins. God won't say to
another man: "Here, you go and suffer for this man'ssins.” Nor will he let any one else bear the
punishment for my errors. | must die and be buried and suffer for my own sins. | must appear
personally before God and answer for my sins, and so must every man in Missouri and every man
on the face of the earth.

"What must | do to be saved?' Some people may say that that man may be saved who will
confess his guilt and leave the dominion of sin; who will love everything that God loves, and hate
everything that God hates, but now, thank God, we have an answer that is straight to the
conscience: "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ." "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ" | am so glad
that it did not say: "Believe on the Methodist creed and the Methodist discipline and you will get
to heaven." Many a man would have said: "Oh, no, that will never do; | can't do that." I'm so glad
that it didn't say: "Believe on the Baptist creed and follow its precepts if you want to be saved.”
Some man would object to that I'm so glad it didn't say: "Believe in the Presbyterian creed and
conform to its usages, or you can't get to heaven.” I'm afraid some might object But it's not faith in
any creed that will take a man to heaven. It'sfaith. ThereisNOTHING IN A CREED that will
save any man; acreed is nothing but a shadow of truth; thereisno lifeinit; it issmply set up to
look at No creed per 88 ever saved anybody. But I'm glad that the word of God discloses fully
what is necessary. Thank God that thereis away out for the poor sinner; nothing but to fall at the
feet of Jesus Christ and say: "God be merciful to me, asinner.” Thereis many aman in heaven
who never heard of the Methodist creed; there is many a man in heaven now who went there before
he ever heard of the Methodist church or the Baptist church. Don't bother about this or that creed,
but look in the direction of that bleeding form upon the tree, whose loving, languid eyes are turned
upon you, and surrender your heart to him.

"What shall | do to be saved?' Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and you shall be saved.
Well, what isfaith | Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ | have read a good many BOOKS ON
FAITH, and | found everything in them as clear as mud. | never read abook on faith that would
give man an intelligent idea of what it meant. | found them al engaged in splitting hairsamile
long.

| want to say at this point that if a man believes anything after he gets religion that he did
not believe before, | have never seen it If | believed anything after | was converted that | did not
believe before, | do not know what it is. | never saw the day | didn't believe in the Bible; | never
saw alinein that book that | did not believe. | may be happily constructed, but | dways did
believe implicitly in the Bible, and that Jesus Christ was the Son of God, and yet | went WITHIN
HALF A MILE OF PERDITION believing those things. For the last fourteen years | have not only
been believing, but | have been trying to do the will of God. For twenty-four years | believed the
Bible, but | did not give up to its teachings. For fourteen years | have not only been believing the
same as | did before, but I've been following right after God. I'll tell you what was the matter; |
didn't know that faith had conditions. Now | hold my hands up before my eyesand | can't see that
gas burner over there, but | take them down and | can seeit very plainly; | can't help seeing it
because | comply with the conditions of sight. But when my hands are up before my eyes| can't see
the gas-burner, because | do not comply with the conditions of sight. A man riding along aroad



seesatreein afield, and an apple on the tree. He says: "I can not taste that apple.” But a boy says:
"If you'll get over the fence and get the apple and stick your teeth in it you can taste it" When heis
in the road he does not comply with the conditions necessary, and of course he can not taste the
apple. He must get over the fence and stick histeethinit.

What are the conditions? Repentance. If we repent we can't help believing. It is having
faith and acting; adjusting the soul rightly toward God and taking what he iswilling to give. Faith
is like awasherwoman praying for rain and then tightening the hoops of her tubs and setting them
out where they will catch water. There's many afellow whose hoops are loose and HIS TUBS
ARE BOTTOM SIDE UP and yet he expects God to fill them. God can't fill these tubs unless they
are put in proper position to receive what he grants.

Believe! Oh, how may | believe? That's the question. Now | want to bring you down to the
point | am very deliberate and | may not talk as straight as | would like, but | want you to see the
light that isin God's word; | want you to see what God's word teaches us. It al depends upon the
attitude in which the soul is toward God. It should be so that it can receive light The hardest work
we haveisto go to God just as we are; we ought to work to bring the sinner to God just as heiis.
But we say: "Oh Lord, | want to get this fellow sorter m shape before | turn him over to you." We
meet to brush up and fix up before we make that step, so asto present a proper appearance. It is
hardtor to him"just as| am."

It isablessed truth; God take me just as | am, without any brushing up. Y ou take the
meanest sinner in town, and if he goesto God in this way, he will be the most docile,
kindest-hearted man you ever saw in your life.

* * * * * * *
TOPIC 116 -- FAMILIES IN HEAVEN
"And thou shalt be saved and thy house." Thank God we can go to heaven in families. To

see man and wife march side by side to heaven, then the children following, would be as beautiful
asight asI'd want to see. Thank God helll let us have our children.

TOPIC 117 -- LIGHT AT LAST

"What shall | do to be saved!" A man who had been seeking religion sent for a preacher
and asked him what he should do to be saved. The preacher told him that he must give himself up
to God. He said he had done that more or less for twenty years, but he felt that he would die
without religion. The preacher told him that he must submit himself freely to God.

"What more?' he asked.

"WEell, let me baptize you."



"No, | never could do that; it would not do for aman aswicked as| am."

"WEéll, then, there is no use talking any more about it"

"Wadll, if you think it would be right"

"If 1 think it would be right?"

"Yes, if you think it wouldn't be sacrilegious.”

"Then you must submit to the sacraments of God."

"Oh, no, | could never do that"

"Then there's no use in talking; you must take my prescription or | CAN'T CURE Y OU.
Let me receive you into the church.”

"No man ought to do that until he's got religion.”

"Then there's no use bandying words with you if you won't take the medicine | prescribe
for you."

"Wéll, if you think | ought to | suppose| can.”

"And now well pray;" and they sank on their knees, and when the preacher got up the other
stayed on his knees and he thanked God that light had cometo him at last.

TOPIC 118 -- TWO STORIES OF FAITH

I'll tell you what faith iswhen | see Steve Halcomb, of Louisville, with hislittle wharf rats,
the poor, neglected children of the streets, before him. He takes a half dollar from his pocket and
holdsit out before him and saysto one of the children:

"Here, Johnny, will you have it?' Johnny didn't take it; he just looked at it and smiled.

"Here, Johnny, will you have it?" Johnny smiled, but he didn't take it.

"Here, Charley, will you haveit?' and so on down the line until he came to Tommy.

"Here, Tommy, will you haveit?' Tommy just grabbed it and put it in his pocket That's

faith; and then the other children all down the line cried because they didn't take it when they had
the chance. Faith is when, God offers you Christ and salvation to take them when they are offered.



There was a young man down South who went to camp meeting and took with him his
servant, a colored boy. They listened to the sermon and the boy went off in the woods, and in about
an hour he was converted. They went home, and about a week afterward the young man called the
colored boy to him and he said:

"Look here, Henry, how isit? | havetried to live right, and yet | don't get converted. Y ou
were converted by the same sermon that | listened to, and you went off in the woods and secured
pardon. | am still in the darkness. | live amora and upright life and try to be converted, but | can't.
| don't know why God should pardon you and not me."

"I'll explain that. | went out in the woods and | prayed, and as soon as God saw my dirty
rags | said: Oh Lord, clothe me in the garments of righteousness. God gave me the pardon right on
the spot. If you want pardon, you must shuck off those garments and take on THE GARB OF
RIGHTEOUSNESS."

The young man fell on his knees and prayed: "God be merciful to me, asinner." Before
Henry had got a hundred yards away the young man led him back and joyfully said: "I've got it."

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 119-- TOLD AT A LOVE-FEAST -- A SCOFFER'S CONVICTION

One of the presiding elders of a conference down in middle Georgiawas at alove feast --
that is, something like a Baptist experience meeting -- and he got up and related his experience. He
said: "l am thankful to God that | had a Christian mother and that | was raised in the lap of purity."
Then a bright-eyed young man, alicentiate preacher, got up and said he was sorry to say that he did
not have a pious father and mother. "My father," said he, "was an atheist, and my mother was an
infidel. I had nine brothers and sisters, and all of them were atheists and infidels. Two years ago |
went over into an adjoining county to attend a camp meeting, for fun, as| usualy did. At the first
service | was leaning against a post of all arbor, when all at once it seemed asif the words of the
preacher were like fire in my soul. | was transfixed; | wanted to leave, but couldn't, and after the
sermon, when he called for penitents, | went forward and kneeled down and prayed, and from that
hour | was a Christian."

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 120 -- BURDENS

"Cast thy burden upon the Lord and he will sustain thee; he shall never suffer the righteous
to be moved." | suppose that the greatest curiosity that could be presented to the gaze of the world
would be an unburdened human heart; a heart perfectly free from the cares and burdens of anxiety.
Four thousand years ago a wise man of God said that man was born unto trouble as sparks fly
upward. Just as naturally as the sparks ascend from a piece of burning wood, so naturally is man
subjected to trouble. After al it is not a question of philosophy; it is not how many troubles and
burdens we have, but how we shall classify them so that we shall know what to do with them. I'll
grant you that a great many of our troubles are imaginary troubles. There are people that are



always looking for something that they never see; they are aways going to meet something that is
never coming; they are always expecting that something is going to happen that never does happen.
That's human nature.

| reckon that the first thing we ought to do isto classify our troubles into imaginary and
real. Imaginary or homemade troubles, as we sometimes call them. They are like home-made jeans
or. home-made shoes; they outlast any other sort They frequently last longer than anything else We
can find. I canillustrate this kind of troubles faster than | can describe them.

* * * * * * *

PART 7 -- (TOPICS 121-140)

* * *

TOPIC 121 -- THE OLD LADY WHO BORROWED TROUBLE

WEe'll say here's agood, kind-hearted mother, a good, kind-hearted woman with her little
children around her from fourteen years down. She tells them one day that they can hitch up old
John and go over to visit old Mrs. Brown or go riding. She's a good, kind-hearted mother, and she
wants her children to have some enjoyment She knows that they will be perfectly safe; everybody
in the county knows old John; he's agood reliable old horse. When he's out in the lot, the children
go out there, play around him, and climb up hislegsjust asif they were saplings. They can hitch
him up to adeigh or abuggy or awagon, and do anything they want to with him. Why, really, when
heisout in the lot eating grass, as he puts his feet down he seems to look carefully to see that none
of the children's fingers or feet are under them. He hasreally learned to love the children. Thisis
the old horse that they hitch up and start off with. When the hands of the clock get around to four the
good old mother looks up and says:

"Them children haven't come back yet, and they promised to be back by four o'clock. They
never have deceived me before, and I'm afraid something has happened.”

Y ou see shelll start her trouble machine to going and she'll remind you of an old woman at
aloom. Did you ever see an old loom? A woman sits at it and she works a pedal with her feet and
has a brooch or shuttle in her mouth and is working another with her hands. Hands, feet and mouth
all going at the sametime. I've seen a trouble machine going in the same way-hands, feet, heart,
soul and mouth, put to work crying up trouble.

"Now | know," says this good hearted mother, as the tears come to her eyes, "I know
something has happened. | recollect that | had a presentiment that that horse would run away and
kill one of my children. Oh, I'm not fit to be amother. In addition to that | recollect that the last
time | was driving old John he took fright and he shied and, Oh, Lord; how careless| am. | deserve
that al my children should be killed and spread out along the roadside.”

About thistime the old gentleman walks in, and he sees the situation.



"What's the matter, mother?'

"I gave the children permission to hitch up old John and drive over to old Mrs. Brown's,
and they promised they would be back by four o'clock, and you know they never told me a story."

"Hush, wife; you know they tell you stories every day. Why, what's the use in borrowing
trouble?’

"In addition to that, | had a presentiment that --"

"Hush wife; you're dways having a presentiment of something. The children are al right,
and they will be here directly.”

She's quiet alittle while, but directly she says: "I never told you how old John was
frightened the other day, and I'm sure he's got frightened again and run away, and | want you to go
over and bring them children back dead or alive, or it will drive me crazy."

"I'm not going; theré'sno usein it.”

"Wdll, if youwon't go, | will," and she startsto get on her things. He seesthat -- well he
knows what that means, so he gets his coat and hat and he starts off, and just about the time he gets
down to the front gate, here comes old John, jogging aong on aregular campmeeting trot; and the
children leap out of the buggy, laughing and shouting, in high glee. The good old mother goes into
the backroomand has a good cry, and says, "What an old goose | am anyhow!" and | think so too.
Of al the old geese the goose that borrows trouble is the worst.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 122 -- ANOTHER TROUBLE-BORROWER.

| saw awoman once at church. She was sitting near the door and she didn't pay any
attention to the services; but she kept looking anxioudly out, and as soon as the benediction was
pronounced she hurried off as fast as she could go. She had left alittle fire at home and all during
the service she had looked out toward her house expecting every minute to see the flames burst out
through the roof. She hurried along home and there the house stood just as sheleft it and in the
fire-place was a dead pile of ashes. She ways, "Oh, what a goose | have been,” and | think so too.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 123 -- MEN, TOO

But women are not the only creatures that borrow trouble; I'm sorry that they borrow
trouble, but there's many a brother that | know of that borrows trouble, too. Many a man has gone
home and rolled and tumbled in bed al night trying to work out some problem, when he should
have gone to sleep and worked out his troubles in the day time. Did you know that a bed was made
to deep in, and that it was intended that you should rest in it so asto be ready for the next day's



battle? Oh, how foolishit isfor aman to try to work out his problems at night when he should be
asleep and getting needed rest. Many a man has said:

"I've been able to get along very well until thistime, and now starvation'sright at the door.
I've made the buckle and tongue meet right along until now, but now | expect that | will have to
giveup."

TOPIC 124 -- SHE EXPECTED THE POOR-HOUSE

| knew of awoman once who was quite wealthy, and who prayed for two yearsto the Lord
to give her grace to die in the poorhouse. She really kept looking forward to atime when she
should lose al her property and have to die in the poorhouse. She died worth $40,000, and in an

elegant home. The Lord never would have given her grace to die in the poorhouse when she was
going to dierich.

* * * * * * *
TOPIC 125 -- THE DEVIL'S JOKE

The devil's got a big joke on the Christian who loses his sleep worrying over his troubles.
When he dies the devil says:

"Now he's dead and gone to glory, but | had more fun out of him before he left.”

I'm not going to let the devil have any joke on mein that way.
TOPIC 126 -- LETTING THE OTHER DO SOME WORRY ING

| heard the story of a man who went to bed in a hotel and he heard a man walking up and
down the room over his head. He couldn't eep, so he went upstairs and knocked at the door, and
said:

"What's the matter with you? Y ou're walking up and down, and | can't leep for the noise
you make."

"Well," said the walker, "I owe aman $10,000, which | promised to raise tomorrow, and |
haven't got the money and can't get it."

"That's bad; have you done the best you can to raise it?"

"Yes."



"WEell, then you go to bed and rest yourself and let the other man walk awake."

I'll walk till bedtime over most anything, but the other fellow's got to do the walking after 9
o'clock.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 127 -- A PERSONAL EXPERIENCE

Trouble, trouble; borrowed trouble! 1've known all sorts of trouble, but | never lay awake
at night about it. During the early years of my ministry | saw the time when the last bite in the house
was on the table, and | knew that it was the last bite in the house. When | went out one morning to
cut stove wood | knew that the pantry was empty, and my wife said to me that there was not
another bite to eat in the house. | said to her: "Well, wife, I've tried to do my best and let's stick to
it, and if we starve to death we'll make out that we died of typhoid fever."

That night when awagon drove into the back yard, loaded with good things, | knew that
God had answered our prayers. We had more good things in the house then, than we ever had at
one time before or since.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 128 -- THE GREAT BURDEN-BEARER

There are burdens that | or you can not bean There are millions of hearts that are weighted
down with troubles that would make the angels shudder if they had to carry them. Thereis apoint
beyond which you can not go with your load. | believe if it wasn't for the cross of Jesus Christ, the
great heart of the world would break. We cannot not carry them.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 129 -- TRUST IN GOD AND DO RIGHT

and you'll have no trouble. In the daytime put in your best licks and at night lay down with a perfect
trust in God and with your head pillowed on the arm of him who loves you and will save you. |
have told you these things not to tickle your humor, but to classify the troubles that you think afflict
you. Thereisno usein praying to the Lord over imaginary troubles. Y ou needn't go down on your
knees and ask the Lord to head off old John when old John isn't going to run away. There's no use
in asking the Lord to put out the firein your house when there isn't any fire there to put out. He
hasn't got time to bother with such things.

There's but one remedy for all these imaginary troubles of ours and that is good hard
COMmMonN Sense.

If amaniswell and strong and vigorous, why does he borrow trouble about being sick and
in want?



| was born poor, and | was raised poor, and I've held my own ever since up to the present
time, and | have never lost amoment's sleep over my troubles. | never take more trouble to bed
with methan | can kick off with onelick.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 130 -- UNGODLY EDUCATION

I'd rather see my boy learning his a phabet in heaven than to see him in hell reading Greek
forever. All unsanctified knowledge is degrading. I'm willing to be taken for an ignoramus, but
never for arascal. | can afford to be called afool, but God save me from being called arascal.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 131 -- BLISSFUL IGNORANCE

Not long ago afellow came to me and said: "Jones, how far along did you get in your
education?' | wondered what he was driving at and asked him what he meant.

"WEell," he said, "a good many people think you are ignorant and illiterate, but I know
better, and | just wanted to know how far along you went."

Oh, my friends, you can afford to be called ignorant, you can afford to be considered
illiterate, but you can't afford to be ungodly. Y ou can't afford to risk the salvation of your soul by
waiting a moment to give yourselves to God for now and forever.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 132 -- SEND FOR THE GREAT PHYSICIAN

Every pang of your soulsisthe still, small voice of conscience crying, send for the Great
Physician. Every burden, every trouble, every grief isthe warning voice of God calling to sinful
man, send for the Great Physician.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 133 -- THE WIDOW'S SON -- A PATHETIC, YET ILLOGICAL, ANECDOTE

Trouble. Thisincident was told to me by afriend. There was a company of ladies gathered
in aparlor and they were telling of some of their troubles, and all had related something except a
little woman with a pale, sad face, who sat in one corner. Some one said to her: "But you haven't
told your troubles?’

"No," she said, "I've been listening to yours, and they seem to me as bubbles upon the great
ocean of time; as mere specks of snow on the river, that melt away as they float down toward the



sea. | too have had trouble. | was born in wealth and affluence, and was married to a wealthy man.
We united our fortunes and lived in an elegant home on the Savannah river. We were perfectly
happy for years, and God blessed us with five children. One night | awoke, and putting my hand out
of bed it fell in water, and when my husband came he found that the water was eighteen inches
deep on the floor. A waterspout had caused a sudden and fearful rise in the river. My husband
rushed to the children and succeeded in saving them and me. We got out of the house to aknoll, and
remained there for alittle time, but the water kept getting higher and higher and my husband said:
"Wife, I'll get you and the baby over to that hill yonder, and then I'll come back for the children.”
He got us safely to the hillside, but as he was returning, one of those fearful rafts came floating
down, passed over him, and | never saw hisface again. | thought this was trouble, but it wasn't

"Then | stood on the hillside, and by the pale light of the moon | saw the water rise owly
and swallow up the children that had been left on the knoll, and | never MW their faces again. But
that wasn't trouble. | thought it was then, but | took my babe in my arms, and | watched and
nourished it until it was seventeen and a pure good boy | sent him to college. And that was the
epitome of hisdream.”

So after that boy, that only boy, upon whom his loving mother had lavished the wealth of
her love and affection LB well as her money, had been at college for the required length of time, he
came home; but oh, he didn't come home the pure, guileless God-fearing boy his mother had sent
from her. He came home a wicked, debauched, godless disgrace. Now what do you suppose were
that mother's feelings? Do you believe she loved him as much as before? No, she couldn't, but she
did her very best to reclaim him. She still lavished her al on her wayward boy. She still prayed
with him, she prayed for him. She sent her very heart's blood to the great throne on high, on bonded
knees she implored her great master to unload her burden and save her boy. But it didn't seem to do
any good; the boy went on from bad to worse, and finally he left home, a disgrace to the mother
who bore him and whose gray hairs he was bowing to the grave, and a vagabond upon his mother
earth.

One day a poor, lonely, worthless woman sat in her invalid's chair, perusing the
newspaper, when her eye fell on the notice of an execution. She gave one deep, long, and
smothered sigh, and knew that her boy had been shut in afelon’s cell; that he had been dropped
from afelon's scaffold into afelon's halt.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 134 -- ILLUSTRATIONS FROM MASONRY

In masonry they have three degrees, the apprentice, the fellow craftsman and the master
mason. That's just the way it isin Christianity. We have our entered-apprenticed Christians,
fellow-craftsman Christians and our master Christians. The entered-apprenticed Christian isthe
fellow who joins a church and then that's all he does. | confessit isagrand thing just to join the
ranks of Christ, but what if the Union soldiers had stopped after they had joined the army, what
would they have accomplished?



Now, the entered apprentice comes before the fellow craftman. That's a step forward, but
don't let it end there. The fellow-craftsman Christians are those who not only join the church, but
are willing to do something elseif it isn't too inconvenient They will give money to a needy man.
But say to thisliberal fellow-craftsman Christian, "Brother, lead usin prayer,” and he will say:" |
don't pray." He has reserved rights, and no one can be a Christian who has served rights.

A master Christian is one who loves God all the time with al his soul; who loves his
neighbor as himself, and who loves his enemies. Heis aliveto God, aliveto hisduties, and aive
to work. A master Christian isworth hisweight in gold to any neighborhood. Love God, love your
neighbor, and avoid all the appearance of evil. When once a master Christian you can never fal to
alower plane, thank God! Oh, for apurereligion | we want no more religion, but a pure religion.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 135 -- GOSPEL OF POWER -- BATTLE IN MEMPHIS -- THE REV. MR. FINNEY

| believe in agospel of power, not of good grammar. The head is aways parsing, but the
heart throws rhetoric to the dogs. | like a praying preacher. My old grandfather and my mother and
father were both long praying people. | believe that the battle in Memphis was won in a great
measure by the prayers of one old man that came to my room and prayed until morning. Mr. Finney,
in my opinion, was the most omnipotent preacher that was ever in the American pulpit.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 136 -- STRENGTH FROM GOD

A man isjust as strong as the thing he commits himself to. If | venture out upon the broad
ocean in a paper box, as soon as the water has penetrated the box it goes to piecesand | am lost
But if | commit myself to a steamer, neither the storms nor the waves can injure me. If aman
commits himself to the flesh, he will be weak as the flesh; but if he commits himself to God he will
stand until God goes down. Perhaps you will be afraid to start; you will be mighty weak, but only
say, "My hopeisin God." Some one will tell you, "Y ou will be tempted al aong the way; ten
thousand trials will beset your pathway;" but let your answer be, "My hope isin God." Are you
weak? Are you tempted? Reach your hand up and take hold of the hand of God. He will strengthen
you al aong the way. Oh, for a breeze from God tonight that will waft many a soul into the haven
of rest!

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 137 -- THE INFINITE COMPASSION

Here's aman bending beneath his burden of sin and guilt, enough to weigh down aworld.
Why, I've fdt that | was the most guilty wretch in the world; I've felt that God's sun would never
shine on so great a sinner but when the days were the darkest -- when the clouds were the blackest
-- I've seen first a peep of God's glorious countenance, and then with mercy and forgiveness



sufficient to wash al my sins away, the beauteous light of Christianity has poured its rays in upon
the darkness of my sinful nature and all was well.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 138 -- A SAD PERSONAL EXPERIENCE -- LITTLE BEULAH

Ah! I've had my troubles too. Death came to my humble cottage home once, and | can feel
for you, poor, afflicted, grieving man, and you poor, lonely, heartbroken woman. Long ago, down
in Georgia, | had a beautiful little girl; Once my wife went away for afew days, and on the day |
expected her home | went down town and bought all sorts of pretty little things to Cease my
precious baby -- you see there it was -- though | was about as bad and sinful as men ever get to be,
vile vagabond that | was, my highest aspiration was to please my child. Just about the time | was
going to the train to meet my wife and child | got atelegram saying that little Beulah was very sick,
and telling me to come to her at once, and as | went to my child, filled with ‘anxiety, amost crazy
with impatience and foreboding, the thought came across my mind that some of you'll have to
experience before you change your wicked lives. Well, after awhile | got to the place, and | had to
go part of the way in abuggy, and as| ran into the house my wife net me, and the moment | saw her
| knew it all. | followed her into the pallor, my heart sinking with every step | took, and turned
back awhite cloth and saw all that was left of my idolized child. Oh, that fail' face, looking so like
chiseled marble! Oh, that brow so cold and calm! Then | felt those burdens that make broken
hearts, but right here I'll say this, God's got my precious child, but my other children have a better
father than they would have had if my Beulah hadn't died. I'm going to try to keep my children so
they will be ready when they are called to meet little Beulah in heaven.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 139 -- GOD RESCUES US

A great Newfoundland dog jumped into the water one day, just above arapid, and his
master knowing that his faithful companion would be dashed to pieces, called to him, but the dog
would not heed. The master called again, but still the dog kept playing in the dangerous water, until
finally his master threw a block into the water, and immediately the dog swam for it, and brought it
to his master.

Thusit is: Many atime we wander off in the sea of life to the dangerous shoals, and arein
danger of being dashed on the rooks of temptation. Then God throws a burden about U, and calls us
back to Himsdlf,

Blessed be God for His watchfulness and care.

* * * * * * *

TOPIC 140 -- A WIFE'SPRAYERS



Once when | was preaching just as |'ve preached tonight, alady came to the altar and
kneeling began to pray. | asked her if she couldn't take her trouble to the Lord, and have faith that
he would give her relief, and she said: "I'll tell you, Mr. Jones, I've prayed to God to soften my
husband's heart until I've almost despaired of having my prayers answered, but you have made me
feel that God will do all in hisown good time, and | believe tonight is the time; now | am going to
get on my knees and pray till God does change my husband's heart I'll never leave my knees until
my darling husband gives his heart to God."

While she was praying | went back in the church to where her husband was sitting -- and |
knew him to be the coldest blooded old infidel in theland -- but | just said to him: "See here, there
isn't enough weaponsin the world to make me h