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ADVERTISEMENT

The history of the labors and sacrifices of the holy men employed by Mr. Wedley in the
great work of spreading the gospdl in this, country must increase in importance and interest with
the lapse of time. In this history we see the great work of God, which has brought such vast
multitudes to the knowledge of the truth, in itsincipient stages. And when we look back from our
present position to the infancy of American Methodism, we are led, with devout admiration, to
exclaim, "What hath God wrought?'

The present work is compiled from authentic documents, by Rev. P. P. Sandford, who has
gpared no pains to make it acceptable and useful. The matter in general isleft, asit isfit that it
should be, initsoriginal state; and having been composed by plain, practical men, who were more
concerned to relate such facts as would magnify the grace of God, than to gratify the taste of mere
scholars, they did not, in their narratives, affect the graces of composition. The style of these
Memoirs, consequently, will not always bear the test of a comparison with the models of modern
taste. All this notwithstanding, it may be presumed that the work will be joyfully greeted by the
members and friends of our church as afine illustration of primitive Methodism, and will remain,
to the end of time, among the permanent records of the rise and progress of that great revival of
Scriptural holiness, which we devoutly pray may never decline, until the knowledge of the Lord
shall fill the earth as the watersfill the great deep.

George Peck.
New York, July 8, 1843

* * * * * * *

PREFACE

The introduction and spread of Methodism in the United States of America are subjects
every way worthy of the serious attention of the philosopher and statesman; much more of the
Christian; and especidly of the ministers and members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, As
these subjects deserve our serious attention a know ledge of the instruments by whom the work
was commenced and carried on during itsinfancy is of great importance. With this conviction and
with aview to communicate information on this subject, the agents and editor of the Methodist
Book Concern, at New Y ork, determined to prepare and publish the present volume

The sources from which the materials have been de rived are as follows namely the
Minutes of the conferences of the early preachers in connection with the, Rev. John Wedley, in
Americaand of the Methodist E. Church; -- Rev J. Lee'sand Rev Dr. Bangs Histories of the
Methodists; Rev J. Crowther's Portraiture of Methodism; -- the Journals of Rev F Asbury and Rev
R. Whatcoat -- Rev T Jackson's Lives of Early Methodist Preachers, -- the Armenian and
Wedeyan Methodist Magazines; -- the Life of Rev T. Coke, LL. D., by Mr. Samuel Drew and Rev.



W. H. Norris; -- and Rev J. Wedley's Journals A few of the facts mentioned in this volume are
derived from other authentic sources, but most of them are taken from the above-mentioned works.

The readers of this volume will perceive that there are brief notices of severa persons
who were not known as missionaries, but who were concerned in the introduction and early spread
of Methodism in this country; and al so, that some of the missionaries who were expressly sent over
as such by Mr. Wesley are noticed with equal brevity: and it may be proper to remark here, that al
those who are disposed of in the Introduction, were so done, because there were no materials at
hand out of which to furnish more extended memoirs of them.

The remaining part of the volume is selected from the Journals of Bishop Asbury, not with
adesign to supersede or render unnecessary "aLife" of the bishop, [1] but to give some account of
him as having taken an important part in advancing our beloved Methodism in this country;
Memoirs of Messrs. T. Rankin and G. Shadford, taken from Jackson's Lives of Early Methodist
Preachers; the Life of Dr. Coke by Rev. W. H. Norris, collated with that by Mr. Drew; -- and the
Journal of Bishop Whatcoat, with some account of his death and character, from the Minutes of
conferences for the year 1807.

Aslives of the foregoing venerable persons, this volume would certainly be very
defective: but as brief memoirs of them, it is hoped it will be both interesting and improving. With
earnest prayer, that it may be instrumenta in promoting the glory of God, and the salvation of man,
it is presented to the notice of the public.

P. P. Sandford.
New York, July 6, 1843.

INTRODUCTION

The providence of God has ever been concerned with the events of the world: and al its
operations have tended to promote the best interests of human beings. But athough this has been its
tendency and design, the manner of its operation has generally been such asto confound the
understanding, and mortify the pride of man: and its chosen instruments have generally been such
persons as were of little esteem in the account of those who were reputed to be men of eminencein
human society. This was especialy true respecting the introduction of Christianity into the world;
the introduction and spread of Methodism in Europe, notwithstanding the acknowledged learning,
talents, and piety of the Wedleys, and equally so, in the introduction and spread of Wesleyan
Methodism in North America.

Thisrevival of pure Christianity had been wending its way for more than a quarter of a
century in England, before it reached this country; except so far asit was known and taught by the
Wesdleys themselves when they were in Georgia, and published in different parts of the continent
by the indefatigable Whitefield.



At length, the providence of God directed the minds of certain German Irish members of
Mr. Wedley's society to emigrate to the then colonies of North America. Severa of them settled in
the city of New Y ork, and were made instrumental of commencing this good work; which has
resulted in the general diffusion of Methodism through these United States; of bringing other
religious denominations to a greater conformity to Christian principle and practice; and saving
millions of the souls of our fellow-citizens. What amount of intellectual, civil, and political benefit
the introduction of Methodism has been to these United States, and the adjacent British colonies,
the light of eternity can only enable usto determine.

* * *

MR. PHILIP EMBURY,

One of the German Irish emigrants who came over to this country, and settled in the city of
New York in 1765 had been employed for a short time as atraveling preacher in Mr. Wedley's
connection, in Ireland, and was alocal preacher at the time of his leaving Europe. But, though
there were several private members of the Methodist society who came over with him, neither he
nor they attempted to do any thing to introduce Methodism to the notice of the citizens, or even to
keep its holy flame burning in their own souls, until the arrival of other Methodist families, in the
year 1766. Among the emigrants of this latter period there were two families of the names of Heck
and Dean, who seem to have retained more of the influence of the religion they had experienced in
Ireland, than any of their predecessors: and from a member of each of these families, who were
very young at the time of their emigration, the writer received some of the facts recorded in this
introductory article. Mrs. Heck, especially, appears to have been a very pious woman; and it was
through her earnest importunity that Mr. Embury was prevailed upon to preach.

Thishedid at first in his own house, to only five of these emigrant Methodists. The number
of his hearers, however, soon increased; the Lord owned his labors among them; some of his
backdlidden brethren were reclaimed; sinners were awakened and converted to God; and a society
was organized in the city of New Y ork, before the close of the year 1766. Soon they hired aroom
in the lower part of the city, near the military barracks. Not long after they commenced their public
worship in this room, Captain Webb arrived in the city, found out their place of worship, made
himself known to them, was invited to preach, and greatly aided. Mr. Embury in extending this
work of God. The work continuing to extend, and the number of their hearers to increase, rendered
it impossible to accommodate the congregation in their small room: they, therefore, begun to
preach in the open fields; and soon after they procured a somewhat spacious room in abuilding in
William-street, which was originally designed for arigging-loft. There they worshipped God for a
considerable time. Their number continuing to increase, although there were very few persons of
property among them, they concluded to purchase some lots of ground in John-street, and build a
more commodious house of worship. This, through the special interposition of divine Providence,
thelr own great. exertions, the aid of some of the citizens, and fifty pounds sterling sent them by
Mr. Wedley and the conference of his preachers from England, they finally accomplished. A
building, sixty by forty feet, with galleries on three sides, was erected; and on October 30, 1768,
was opened for divine service, Mr. Embury preaching the opening sermon. Thus the first house of
worship the Methodists ever owned in Americawas completed. They caled it "Wesley Chapel;"
but it was afterward known, for many years, as the John-street Methodist Church. While this house



was building, Mr. Wesley was written to, and earnestly solicited to send over a preacher who was
qualified to take the pastoral charge of thisinfant society, and build up the cause of Methodism
among them, which resulted in his sending two missionaries to America the ensuing year.

After the arrival of these missionariesin 1769, Mr. Embury removed to Ashgrove, in the
town of Cambridge, Washington county, in the more northerly part of the colony, now state, of
New Y ork, and "collected a small society in that place, chiefly of emigrants from Ireland." He
continued to be afaithful Christian, and adiligent local preacher; was respected by the community
in which he lived, and held the office of a civil magistrate. In the year 1775, while mowing in his
meadow, he received an injury, and died suddenly; but died in peace. His remains were interred
"about seven miles from Ashgrove, in aspot of peculiar beauty in the gorge of two romantic hills,
on asmall elevation surrounded by alovely scenery, and in view of two or three handsome
cottages.”

In 1832 his remains were disinterred, and removed to the burying-ground of the Methodist
E. Church in Ashgrove. Suitable religious services were performed on the occasion, in the
presence of alarge assembly of people; and a marble tablet was placed over them, with an
inscription to his memory.

* * *

MR. THOMAS WEBB

Generaly known as Captain Webb, of whom mention has already been made, as having
rendered important and efficient aid to Mr. Embury, in extending the influence of Methodism in the
city of New-Y ork, never was aregular traveling preacher. He was a British military officer. In the
campaign of 1758 in Canada, in which General Woolfe conquered Quebec, and lost hislife, the
then Lieutenant Webb received awound in hisarm, and lost hisright eye. At that time he was an
entire stranger to experimenta godliness. In the year 1764 he was convinced of hislost and sinful
condition by nature, and of his guilt through actual transgression; and so deep and pungent were his
convictions, that he almost despaired of mercy. During this time he was altogether unacquainted
with the Methodists. He, however, finally obtained deliverance from his burdened and guilty
condition, and an assurance of the favor and love of God. About this time he became acquainted
with Mr. Wedley, and attached himself to the Methodist society.

Hisfirst effort as a public speaker was made in Bath, England. The congregation being
disappointed of a preacher, Captain Webb was requested to address them, which he did. Not long
after this he was ordered to America, and appointed barrack master at Albany. After hisarrival in
America, some of his neighbors being permitted to be present during his family worship, he was
frequently led to add an exhortation; and the encouragement he met with in these exercises,
influenced him to extend his labors.

After Mr. Embury had commenced his laborsin the room near the barracks, in 1766,
Captain Webb arrived in the city, and attended on the worship of this congregation. Hisfirst
appearance among them in his military dress excited their fears that he designed to give them some
interruption; but when they saw him knedl with them in prayer, and otherwise unite in their



worship, their fears subsided; and on becoming more intimately acquainted with him, they
acknowledged him to be a brother beloved in the Lord, and invited him to preach to them. With
thisinvitation he readily complied; and from that time he became an instrument of extending the
influence of Methodism, and the salvation of souls, in the city of New-Y ork, on Long Isand, where
he soon after fixed his family residence, and in the city of Philadelphia, to which place he extended
his labors. Captain Webb, being a man of some property, lent hisinfluence, and contributed his
money, toward the erection of the house of worship in John-street, New-Y ork: Mr. Crowther says,
he wrote to Mr. Wedley, entreating him to send preachers to America. Some time after this Captain
Webb returned to England; but he did not continue long in that country; for in 1773 he accompanied
Messrs. Rankin and Shadford across the Atlantic, and continued to preach with great zeal and
success for some time thereafter in different parts of this country. On hisfina return to England, he
took up his residence at Bristol, and. preached there and in other adjacent places for severa years.
In genera, great multitudes flocked to hear him, many of whom were converted through his
instrumentality. Mr. Wesley mentions coming to a place where Captain Webb had recently been:--
"The captain,” he says, "isdl life and fire, and therefore many will hear him that will not hear a
better preacher. And it is very well they do, for he does a great deal of good.”

The death of Captain Webb, though remarkably sudden, was not unexpected to him. For
some time he appeared to have a presentiment of his approaching departure, and afew days before
his death he expressed his wishes to a friend respecting the place and manner of hisinterment. At
the same time he said, "1 should prefer a triumphant death; but | may be taken away suddenly.
However, | know | am happy in the Lord, and shall be with him, and that is sufficient.” On the
evening of December 20,1796, after taking his supper, and praying with hisfamily, he retired to
bed, apparently in his usual health. "But shortly after, his breathing became difficult. He arose, and
sat on the foot of the bed: but while Mrs. Webb was standing by him, he fell back on the bed, and
before any other person could be called, without a struggle or groan, he breathed his last, aged
seventy-two years."

* * *

MR. ROBERT STRAWBRIDGE

He was an emigrant Irish Methodist, who came to America, and settled in Frederick
county, Maryland, soon after Mr. Embury came to New-Y ork. On his settlement in that place, he
began to hold religious meetings, and raised a Methodist society at a place called Pipe Creek. This
society built a house of worship in that place, which was known by the name of the "Log
Meeting-house" Mr. Strawbridge labored in this and adjacent neighborhoods, and extended his
laborsin different parts of the state, before the arrival of the regular missionaries, who were sent
over by Mr. Wesley from England. He afterward became an itinerant preacher, and had his name
on the Minutes of the conference for the years 1773 and 1775, the first of which he was appointed
to Petersburg in Virginia, and the last to Frederick in Maryland.

Mr. Strawbridge appears to have been a pious, zealous, and useful man, but unwilling to
conform to the views of his brethren, and the rules of the Methodist itinerancy as they then existed,
especially asit respected the administration of the sacraments of the gospel; and therefore, we hear
but little further concerning him. He should, however, be had in grateful remembrance by the



Methodist E. Church for those early labors, by which he helped to lay the foundation on which its
superstructure is erected.

* * *

MR. ROBERT WILLIAMS

Mr. Williams was by birth an Englishman; but he had resided in Ireland, where he was a
local preacher in Mr. Wesley's society before he emigrated to America. Shortly after Mr. Wesley
had appointed Messrs. Boardman and Pilmoor as missionaries to this country, in 1769, he gave
Mr. Williams awritten license to preach in America, under their direction. He accordingly
engaged to accompany a Mr. Ashton to this country. Hearing that Mr. Ashton was embarking for
America, Mr. Williams hurried to the place of embarkation, sold his horse to pay his debts, took
his saddle-bags on his arm, and, with only aloaf of bread and a bottle of milk, he entered on
shipboard; depending on his friend Ashton for his support, and the payment of his passage.

He probably arrived on this continent sooner than the missionaries, as he was engaged in
preaching and exercising the pastoral office in the city of New-Y ork previous to the arrival of Mr.
Boardman in that city; and soon after that event, he visited Mr. Pilmoor in Philadelphia. Being
encouraged by Mr. Pilmoor and the peoplein this latter city to devote himself to the work of
spreading the gospel in this country, he shortly after went to Maryland, and preached in several
places in that province: and not long after that period, he was admitted into the regular itinerancy;
and in the early part of the year 1772 made hisfirst visit to Norfolk in Virginia. Here he
commenced his public labors without any previous notice, at the door of the court-house, having
the steps of that building for his pulpit. On this occasion he preached to a very rude and disorderly
congregation, thus incidentally assembled together: but be repeated hislabors in this place; and not
long after formed a Methodist society in this town, which still continues to exist, and has become
very respectable. The following year Mr. Williams was appointed to Petersburgh, another townin
Virginia. He was the first Methodist preacher who had ever visited this region of country: but he
commenced his labors among this people, and through the course of the year preached in different
places from Petersburgh to the Roanoke River, and beyond it, in North Carolina. His labors were
attended with considerable success: souls were awakened and converted to God through his
instrumentality: and it is said, that he was gratefully remembered by his spiritua children in that
region of country many years after. Previous to this, there had been a gracious revival of religion
inthis part of Virginia, through the labors of the Rev. Mr. Jarrett, a clergyman of the Church of
England, who, in imitation of Mr. Wedley; itinerated to some extent through his own and adjacent
parishes, preaching the gospel, and forming the fruits of his laborsinto religious societies. This
revival was greatly promoted and increased through the labors of the Methodist preachers, who
were hailed as fellow-laborers in the vineyard of the Lord by thistruly evangelical clergyman. At
that time there were no rules existing in America, regulating the printing and sale of Methodist
books and. Mr. Williams republished some part of Mr. Wedley's works, and spread them through
the country, to the great advantage of the people, and the furtherance of the cause of religion -
However, soon after, Mr. Williams married, and ceased to labor as aregular itinerant preacher.

On the 26th day of September, 1775, Mr. Williams was called from all his labors and



Suffalk, in Virginia; leaving a name behind him that was as precious ointment, for his faithful
preaching and holy living.

Mr. Williams is said to have been aman of plain and artless manners, and an indefatigable
preacher of the gospel, who enforced his doctrine by his tears, and by his godly and righteous
deportment in private life: it isalso said, that his preaching was well calculated both to awaken
sinners and to encourage mourning penitents to look to Christ for salvation.

* * *

MR. JOHN KING

Mr. King came over from London, somewhere near the close of the year 1769; but without
any authority to preach. Not long after hisarrival in this country, he applied to Mr. Pilmoor in
Philadelphia for permission to labor as atraveling preacher; which permission was at first
refused. However, Mr. King was so ardently desirous of being engaged in thiswork, that on his
own authority he appointed to preach in the Pottersfield. Some of the members of the society heard
him on the occasion, and being favorably impressed with his performance, recommended him to
Mr. Pilmoor, and requested that he might be encouraged. This induced Mr. Pilmoor to examine him
more particularly, and to permit him to make atrial before the congregation, which resulted in his
being authorized to speak in public, and sent to labor at Wilmington in Delaware. He afterward
went to Maryland, and labored in conjunction with Messrs. Williams and Strawbridge; when a
good work of religion commenced in Baltimore, and other places. He was subsequently admitted
as aregular traveling preacher, and labored in this capacity in this country till sometimein the
year 1777, a which time he located. During this time, we find him stationed in New-Jersey,
Virginia, and North Carolina. From the best information received concerning him, Mr. King, while
acting as atraveling preacher, was a good, a zealous, and a useful man; and we understand that he
continued a faithful and zealous local preacher until his death, which took place severa years ago,
within afew miles of Raleigh, North Carolina.

It will be perceived that none of the persons noticed thus far were sent by Mr. Wedley, as
missionaries to America. But as they were all European Methodists, and concerned in the
introduction of Methodism into various parts of this country, and promoted this good work by their
persona labors as preachers of the gospd, it has been thought proper to introduce them, thus
briefly, into the present volume.

Those that follow were al sent over by Mr. Wesley, and labored as his missionariesin
this country. Of some of these there are not sufficient materials for extended memoirs at hand, were
such memoirs desired; and therefore they are thus briefly noticed in this Introduction. Concerning
the first of these Mr. Boardman, it is extremely to be regretted that there are no materials Out of
which to form a more extended memoir, as from the excellent character of the man and the relation
in which he stood to the mission during the first two years of its existence, such amemoir could not
fail to be interesting, especially to American Methodists. But under existing circumstances, the
following isall that can be done.

* * *



MR. RICHARD BOARDMAN

He was one of the two Wesleyan preachers, who, at the conference held in Leeds, England,
Aug., 1769, nobly responded to the call from New-Y ork, and the proposal of Mr. Wedley, and
willingly offered themselves for the missionary work in this country. He was received as an
itinerant preacher in Mr. Wesley's connection A. D. 1763, and labored faithfully in that field until
he received his appointment to the mission in North America. In the month of September, 1769,
accompanied by his colleague, Mr. Joseph Pilmoor, he left his native land, and arrived in this
country, after atedious passage of nine weeks. They landed at Gloucester Point in New-Jersey,
about six miles below Philadel phia, October the 24th; from whence they soon reached the
above-mentioned city, and entered upon their missionary work. After remaining a short timein
Philadelphia, Mr. Boardman repaired to New-Y ork, leaving Mr. Pilmoor to labor in Philadel phia.
On hisway to New-Y ork, Mr. Boardman fell in with a soldier belonging to the barracksin a
neighborhood through which he passed, through whose influence he obtained the privilege of
preaching in a house of worship belonging to the Presbyterians. From this time, for two years, our
missionaries spent the principal part of their timein the cities of New-Y ork and Philadel phia,
alternately changing with each other; and occasionally making excursions into the country. During
this time, the Lord owned their labors of love, souls were converted through their instrumentality,
and considerable accessions were made to their societies. In confirmation of the forgoing
statements, the following letters, written by Mr. Boardman to Mr. Wesley, are inserted.

"New York, Nov. 4th, 1769

"Rev. Sir, -- After anine weeks voyage of great difficulties we safely arrived at
Philadelphia. Severa said there had not, in the memory of the oldest man on the continent, been
such hard gales of wind, as those for afew months past. Many vessels have been lost; while others
got in with loss of masts, and much damage to their cargoes. We observed shipwrecks al along the
coast of the Delaware. | never understood David's words as | now do: "They that go down to the
seain ships, that do businessin great waters, these see the works of the Lord, and hiswondersin
the deep.’ In cam, serene weather, | found much exercise of mind; strong temptations, and great
degjection. In rough, stormy weather, particularly when it appeared morally impossible the vessel
should live long, amidst conflicting elements, | found myself exceeding happy, and rested satisfied
that death would be gain. | do not remember to have had one doubt of being eternally saved, should
the mighty waters swallow us up. Thiswasthe Lord's doing! O may it ever be marvelousin my

eyes!

"When | came to Philadelphial found a little society, and preached to a great number of
people. | left brother Pilmoor there, and set out for New-Y ork. Coming to a large town on my way,
and seeing abarrack, | asked a soldier if there were any Methodists belonging to it ?'O yes," said
he, 'we are al Methodists: that is, we should all be glad to hear a Methodist preach.’ 'Well," said |,
'tell them in the barrack that a Methodist preacher, just come from England, intends to preach here
tonight:" he did so; and the inn was soon surrounded with soldiers. | asked, "Where do you think |
can get aplaceto preachin 7 (it being then dark.) One of them said, 'l will go and seeif | can get
the Presbyterian meeting-house.' He did so; and soon returned to tell me he had prevailed, and that



the bell was just going to ring to let al the town know. A great company soon got together, and
seemed much affected.

"The next day | came to New-Y ork. Our house contains about seventeen hundred hearers.
2] About athird part of those who attend the preaching get in; the rest are glad to hear without.
There appears such awillingness in the Americans to hear the word, as | never saw before. They
have no preaching in some parts of the back settlements. | doubt not but an effectual door will be
opened among them. O may He now give his Son the heathen for his inheritance!

"The number of blacks that attend the preaching affects me much. One of them cameto tell
me she could neither eat nor deep, because her master would not suffer her to come to hear the
word. She wept exceedingly, saying, 'l told my master | would do more work than ever | used to
do, if he would but let me come; nay, that | would do every thing in my power to be agood
servant.'

"I find agreat want of every gift and grace, for the great work before me. | should be glad
of your advice. But, dear sir, what shall | say to almost every body | see; they ask, 'Does Mr.
Wesdley think he shall ever come over to seeus ? | am, dear Sir, your affectionate son and servant,

"R. Boardman."
New York, April 24, 1771.

"Rev. Sir, -- It pleases God to carry on hiswork among us. Within this month we have had
agreat awakening here many begin to believe the report; and to some, the arm of the Lord is
revealed. This- last month we have had near thirty added to the society; five of whom have
received a clear sense of the pardoning love of God. We have, in this city, some of the best
preachers (both in the English and Dutch churches) that arein America; yet God works by whom
he will work.

"I have lately been much comforted by the death of some poor negroes, who have gone off
the stage of time rgjoicing in the God of their salvation. | asked one, on the point of death, are you
afraid to die?'O no,' said she; 'l have my blessed Saviour in my heart; | should be glad to die: |
want to be gone, that | may be with him for ever. | know that he loves me; and | fedl | love him
with al my heart." She continued to declare the great things God had done for her soul, to the
astonishment of many, till the Lord took her to himself. Several more seem just ready to be gone;
longing for the happy time when mortality shall be swallowed up of life.

"I bless God, | find, in general, my soul happy, though much tried and tempted: and though |
am often made to groan, oppressed with unbelief, yet | find an increasing degree of love to God,
his people, and hisways. But | want more purity of intention, to aim at hisglory inal | think,
speak, or do. Lord, | believe, help thou my unbelief!

"We do not, dear sir, forget to pray for you, that God would lengthen out your day. Nor can
we help praying that you may see America before you die. Perhaps | have promised myself too



much, when | have thought of this. Lord, not my will, but thine be done! | am, dear and Rev. sir,
your affectionate son in the gospd,

"Mr. Boardman."

In the fall of the year 1771 Messrs. F. Asbury and R. Wright arrived in Philadel phia,
having been sent over as additional missionaries by Mr. Wedley. After their arrival, it being no
longer necessary that the former missionaries should remain in New Y ork and Philadelphia, it was
determined that Mr. Boardman should visit the north and east, and Mr. Pilmoor the south, with a
view to extend the influence of Methodism through the colonies and thereby to promote the cause
of God, and the salvation of souls. In pursuance of this plan, in the spring of the year 1772 Mr.
Boardman commenced his tour and travel led to the east, preaching the gospel as he had
opportunity until he arrived in Boston, Massachusetts. Here for a season he remained and labored,
and finally succeeded in forming a small society: but he did not continue a great while in Boston
before he returned to New-Y ork.

Mr. Asbury had been appointed the temporary general superintendent, or, as this officer
was then called, "the general assistant,” of the Methodist societiesin America, in the latter part of
the year 1772; and Messrs. Rankin and Shadford were sent over, and arrived in Americain the
month of June, 1773, Mr. Rankin being congtituted the general assistant; and, as the name of Mr.
Boardman does not appear on the American Minutes, thereforeit is probable that during this year
he labored at his own discretion. In the beginning of the year 1774 Mr. Boardman returned to
England. After his return to Europe, he continued his itinerant labors, as a Wesleyan preacher, in
England and Ireland, for about eight years, and then died suddenly, but died in peace; leaving
behind him a name of grateful fragrance, asfar as he was known.

Mr. Boardman had the reputation of being a good preacher, both in Europe and America.
On his arrival in this country the people flocked to hear him in large numbers; and listened to his
discourses with great attention.

But what isfar better, heis said to have been aman of great Christian simplicity, and godly
sincerity of character; or as Mr. Wesley says of him, he was "a pious, good-natured, sensible man,
greatly beloved of all that knew him." He "preached the night before his death,”" and to human
appearance, had he lived, "he might have been eminently useful, but good is the will of the Lord.”

The following account of the death of Mr. Boardman is taken from the Armenian Magazine
for 1783.

"Sunday, September 29th, Mr. Boardman, having been about eleven days at Cork, was
going out to dinner, when, as he was walking, he was suddenly struck blind, so that he could not
find the way, till one of our friends met him and took him by the hand: soon after, he seemed to
recover himself, and sat down to dinner. But quickly after, he had akind of fits wherein he was
deprived both of speech and of understanding, and had one of his sides strongly contracted: yet
after afew hours he was pretty well. A physician was called in, who termed it a nervous
distemper, and did not think there was any danger. On Monday he seemed to be perfectly well, and
preached both on that and the following evenings. In the mean time his mind was calm and serene,



and no way anxious about life or death. On Friday morning he appeared quite easy, and met the
people at the hour of intercession, when it was observed, that he had a very uncommon degree of
freedom and power with God.

After the intercession, he went about three in the afternoon to dine in Blarney-lane. As he
was walking, his wife observed him to falter in his speech, and desired him to return. But he
would not comply. As soon as he came into the house, he sunk down insensible. He was brought
homein acarriage, and two physicians were sent for. They both declared it was an apopl ectic fit,
and that there was no possibility of helping him. It continued till nine in the evening. He then
expired in the arms of two of his brethren, and in the presence of many, who commended him to
God, with sorrowful hearts and weeping eyes.

"The Sunday morning before his degath, he preached from, "'Though he day me, yet will |
trust in him." It was a solemn meeting: areverential awe filled the hearts of the congregation. In his
last prayer on Friday, at the intercession, he prayed fervently for the people, and begged that if this
was their last meeting in thisworld, they might have a happy meeting in the realms of light. When
he was leaving Limerick, he told Mrs. Boardman, that he should diein Cork. But he spoke it
without the least concern, as knowing in whom he 'had believed. Mr. Yewdall preached his funeral
sermon, on 'Blessed are the dead which diein the Lord;' | think to as large a congregation as ever |
saw in the room at Cork."

* * *

MR. JOSEPH PILMOOR

Mr. Pilmoor was received by Mr. Wesley as atraveling preacher A. D. 1765; and traveled
in England four years. He offered himself as amissionary to Americain 1769, and came over with
Mr. Boardman, being one of the two who were first sent to this country by Mr. Wedley.

The following letter, which he wrote to that venerable man, announces their arrival in
Philadel phia; the prospects which lay before them; and the commencement of his missionary
labors.

"Philadelphia, Oct. 31st, 1769.

"Reverend Sir, -- By the blessing of God we are safe arrived here, after a tedious passage
of nine weeks.

"We were not alittle surprised to find Capt. Webb in town, and a society of about a
hundred members, who desire to be in close connection with you. Thisisthe Lord'sdoing, and it is
marvelousin our eyes.

"I have preached several times, and the people flock to hear in multitudes. Sunday night |
went out upon the commons. | had the stage appointed for the horse-race for my pulpit, and | think
between four and five thousand hearers, who heard with attention still as night. Blessed be God for
field-preaching! When | began to talk of preaching at five o'clock in the morning, the people



thought it would not answer in America: however, | resolved to try, and had a very good
congregation.

"Here seemsto be agreat and effectual door opening in this country, and | hope many souls
will be gathered in. The peoplein genera like to hear the word, and seem to have some ideas of
salvation by grace. They seem to set light to opinions: that which isthe most prevaent is, universa
salvation!" And if this be true, then perhaps (as Count Zinzendorf observed) we may 'see the devil
falling before the Saviour, and kissing hisfeet!" | have been to visit Mr. Stringer, who is very well.
He bears a noble testimony for our blessed Jesus: and | hope God does bless him

"When | parted with you at Leeds, | found it very hard work. | have reason to bless God
that ever | saw your face. And though I am well nigh four thousand miles from you, | have an
inward fellowship with your spirit. Even while | am writing, my heart flows with love to you and
all our dear, dear friends at home. In alittle time we shall al meet in our Father's kingdom,

'Where all the storms of life are o'er,
And pain and parting are no more.'

"This, Rev. and dear dir, is, and shall be, the earnest prayer of your unworthy son in the
gospel,

"J. Pilmoor."

Mr. Pilmoor continued for some time in Philadel phia, and then visited Mr. Strawbridge in
Maryland, and encouraged him to proceed in hislabors of love He also visited some parts of
Virginiaand North Carolina during this tour, where he preached with some success and formed a
few societies In these provinces he found the people exceedingly attentive to the word of God and
manifesting a cordial feeling of regard for the preachers of the gospel After laboring a short timein
these parts of the country, with great encouragement and satisfaction he returned to Philadelphia

Soon after his return from the south, he exchanged with Mr. Boardman, he going to New
Y ork and Mr. Boardman taking his place in Philadel phia, and this interchange between them was
continued, at comparatively short intervals, till the arrival of Messrs. Asbury and Wright from
England, in 1771. A letter written by him to Mr. Wedley and the British Conference, from
New-Y ork, will show that his heart wasin hiswork at the time of writing it; that he felt greatly
encouraged with the prospects that presented themselves before him, and that he was strongly
solicitous of an increase of laborersin this missionary field.

"New York, May 5th, 1770.

"Dear Beloved Brethren, -- Asit hath pleased God to send us, his poor unworthy creatures,
into this remote corner of the world, to preach his everlasting gospel, | trust you will bear us on
your minds, and help us by your prayersto fulfill the ministry which we have received or the Lord.
We are at present far from you, and whether we shall ever be permitted to see you again in the
body, God only knows. However, though we are absent from you, yet we are present with you! and
| hope we shall continue so united, that



'Neither joy, nor grief; nor time, nor place,
Nor life, nor death can part.’

"It was agreat trial to us, to leave our native land; more especially to leave our fellow
laborers in the gospel, who ware more dear to us than all the beauties of the British isle! Dear
brethren, | feel! | feel you present while | write! But O, the Atlantic is between ! O' this state of
tria, this state of mutability! -- But, where am | wandering? Thisis not our home! Thisis not our
rest! After alittle while we shall rest 'where angels gather immortality, and momentary ages are no
more.'

"Our coming to America has not been in vain. The Lord has been pleased to bless our
feeble attempts to advance his kingdom in the world. Many have believed the report, and unto
some the arm of the Lord has been reveaed. There begins to be a shaking among the dry bones;
and they come together that God may breathe upon them. Our congregations are large, and we have
the pious of most congregations to hear us, which makes the bigots mad! But we are fully
determined not to retaliate. They shall contend for that which God never revealed; and we will
contend for the faith once delivered to the saints. The religion of Jesusisafavorite topicin
New-Y ork. Many of the gay and polite speak much about grace and perseverance. But whether
they would follow Christ ‘in sheep skins and goat skins,’ is aquestion | cannot affirm.
Nevertheless, there are some who are alive to God. Even some of the poor, despised children of
Ham, are striving to wash their robes, and make them white in the blood of the Lamb. We have a
number of black women, who meet together every week; many of whom are happy in the love of
God. This evinces the truth of the apostle's assertion, that 'God is no respecter of persons; but in
every nation, he that feareth God and worketh righteousness is accepted of him.' The society here
consists of about a hundred members, besides probationers; and | trust it will soon increase much
more abundantly.

"Brother Boardman and | are chiefly confined to the cities, and therefore cannot, at present,
go much into the country, as we have more work upon our hands. than we are able to perform.
There iswork enough for two preachersin each place; and if two of our brethren would come
over, | believe it would be attended with a great blessing for then we could visit the places
adjacent to the cities, which we cannot pretend to do till we can take care of them. They need not
be afraid of wanting the comforts of life; for the people are very hospitable and kind. When we
came over, we put ourselves and the brethren to a great expense, being strangers to the country and
the people. But the case is different now, as matters are settled, and every thing is provided. If you
can send them over, we shall gladly provide for them. And | hope in afew years the brethren here
will be able to send them back to England according to the appointment of the conference. | am,
dearly beloved brethren yoursinviolably,

"J. Pilmoor.
"P.S. | have been pretty well in general since | arrived here, and hope this climate will

agree with me; but | have very great trials, and humbly desire that all the brethren would pray for
me."



In conformity with a plan of operation formed by Mr. Boardman, Mr. Pilmoor, in the month
of April 1772 set out on atour to the south, in the prosecution of which he preached through parts
of Maryland, Virginia North and South Carolina, and Georgia, as far as Savannah Whilein
Georgia he visited Mr. Whitefield's orphan house What success attended his labors during this
tour, we are not informed; but it is probable that some good resulted from them, as he spent about a
year in these travels and |abors before he returned to the north. Returning to the north in the spring
of 1773, he must have continued his laborsin Americafor about nine months longer; but as his
name does not appear on the Minutes of the conference for that year, it is probable, that, like Mr.
Boardman, he was permitted to travel and labor agreeably to his own discretion during that time.

In the beginning of the year 1774 Mr. Pilmoor returned to England in company with Mr.
Boardman. In that country he continued, for afew years, to travel and labor as a Wedeyan
preacher. But he afterward returned to America, took orders in the Protestant Episcopa Church,
and spent the remainder of hislifein the cities of New Y ork and Philadelphia, as an acceptable
and efficient minister of that church. He lived to agood old age, and, it is believed, was beloved
and respected by the people to whom he ministered to the end of hislife; and was instrumental of
the conversion and salvation of many. The truly evangelical spirit produced through his
instrumentality in the congregations over which he presided, and a correspondent attention to some
of the peculiar means of grace which he introduced among them, continued to manifest themselves
for anumber of years after his death.

* * *

MR. RICHARD WRIGHT

Mr. Wright was received, by Mr. Wesley, as an itinerant preacher in the year 1770, and
traveled one year in England. He was sent to America as a missionary, in company with Mr.
Asbury, in 1771.[3] He appears to have spent the principa part of histime, while in this country,
in Maryland and Virginia; though there is some intimation of his being stationed in the city of
New-Y ork in the spring of 1772. At the conference in 1773 he was appointed to Norfolk, Virginia;
and in the early part of the year 1774 he returned to England, probably by the advice of his
brethren. After his return to England he continued in the Wedleyan itinerancy afew years, and then
desisted from traveling; after which time we hear nothing further concerning him.

* * *

MR. MARTIN RODDA

He was admitted into the Wesleyan itinerancy at the conference of 1763, and traveled
twelve yearsin Europe before he cameto AmericaA D 1775 he in company with Mr. Dempster,
was sent by Mr. Wedley as amissionary to this country, to aid his brethren who were already here
in spreading Scriptural holiness among the people of these lands. On his arrival, he commenced
his missionary labors, and continued to sustain the relation of atraveling preacher during the time
of his continuance in this country. In the month of September, 1777, he left his circuit in the state of
Delaware, gave up hismission in America, and returned to Europe. Mr. Rodda was a very zealous
royalist, and, previousto his departure from the state of Delaware, he imprudently engaged in



spreading the proclamation of his majesty, King George l11., through his circuit, and otherwise
exciting a spirit of hostility to the American government, among the people of his charge; which
rendered it necessary for him to flee the country. Accordingly, with the aid of certain daves, he
made his escape to the British fleet, and from thence to England. His conduct in this matter was a
cause of great trouble to his brethren who remained behind him, both preachers and people. On his
return to England, he entered upon hisitinerant labors again in that country; and continued in them
until A. D. 1781, and then desisted from traveling. From this time we have no knowledge of his
history.

* * *

MR. JAMES DEMPSTER

Mr. Dempster was a native of Scotland, and born in the city of Edinburgh. He was
educated in the university of his native city; after which, in the year 1765, he was received by Mr.
Wesley as atraveling preacher, and labored as such ten years in Europe. He was sent to America
asamissionary by Mr. Wesley, in company with Mr. Rodda, A. D. 1775. After hisarrival inthis
country, he was stationed in the city of New-Y ork; but for some unexplained cause, his connection
with the mission ceased in the course of that year.

Soon after this Mr. Dempster connected himself with the Presbyterian Church, and retained
his relation to that church as an acceptable minister of the gospel aslong as he lived. He was twice
married in America, and after the death of hisfirst wife, by whom he had no children, he lived to
raise afamily of four children by the second; one of whom is now a respectable minister of the M.
E. Church. Mr. Dempster was for many years the pastor of a Presbyterian Church in the town of
Floridain Montgomery county, New-Y ork, where he continued till his death, which occurred in
May, 1803. His remains were deposited near the place where he had for many years exercised the
pastoral office, where they now repose; and where, it is said, he still livesin the grateful
remembrance of the surviving part of his congregation.

* * *

MR. THOMAS VASEY

Mr. Vasey was one of the persons selected by Mr. Wedley to accompany Dr. Coketo the
United States of Americain 1784, to organize the M. E. Church.

He was ordained an elder by Mr. Wedley, assisted by Dr. Coke and Mr. James Creighton,
both of whom were elders or presbyters of the established Church of England. Mr. Vasey
continued in this country only two years, one of which he spent as elder (or what would now be
called presiding elder) of adistrict included in a part of Pennsylvania; and the other in the state of
New Jersey. While in America, he was reordained by Bishop White, Protestant Episcopal bishop
of Pennsylvania. But, asthe following obituary of him, published in the Minutes of the British
Conferencefor A. D. 1827, will show, he continued in connection with the Wed eyan Methodists
till his death.



"Thomas Vasey. -- His education when an orphan, under the care of an uncle who was
zealoudly attached to the Church of England, was the means of preserving him from gross
immoralities. But soon after he had united himself with the Methodist society, and attained the
clear enjoyment of God's pardoning mercy, his honored relative put his religious principlesto a
severe test, by requiring him either to renounce his connection with that society, or to abandon all
hope of advantage from the considerable property of his childless uncle. He had the firmness to
prefer his spiritual to hisworldly interests; and his uncle fulfilled his threat that he would leave
him nothing. The resolution with which he held his Christian principles was again evinced during
his mission in America, where the prevalence of republican opinions gave him much uneasiness,
and where he remained only two years. Having been ordained by Bishop Whitein America, he
was alowed by Mr. Wesley to accept an English curacy; but in 1789 he returned to the itinerant
work, in which, with much zeal and success, he persevered during the twenty-two following years.
From 1811 to 1826 he was employed by the conference, in the way most congenia with his early
religious habits and attachments, to perform the liturgical servicesin the City-Road Chapdl,
London. When the infirmities of age required his retirement from public labors, and his
appointment an a supernumerary, his habitual preference of religious considerations and
advantages again appeared in his choice of aresidence. He selected Leeds, not on account of
relativities, or personal friendships, or local attachments, but because in that place he expected to
enjoy in superior abundance and excellence those means of grace in which he particularly
delighted. During the few months he resided at L eeds, his Christian simplicity, his pious
conversation, and his fervency and diligence in prayer, were highly observable and exemplary.
For a considerable time previous to his death, nearly one-third of histime appeared to be spent in
prayer. He died suddenly on the 27th of December, 1826, in the eighty-first year of hisage."

* * * * * * *

MEMOIRS OF MR. WESLEY'S MISSIONARIES TO AMERICA
01 -- REV. FRANCIS ASBURY, BISHOP OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Asvery probably al of my lifewhich | shall be able to write will be found in my Journal,
it will not be improper to relate something of my earlier years, and to give a brief account of my
first labors in the ministry.

| was born in Old England, near the foot of Hampstead Bridge, in the parish of Hansworth,
about four miles from Birmingham, in Staffordshire, and, according to the best of my
after-knowledge, on the 20th or 21st day of August, in the year of our Lord 1745. My father's name
was Joseph, and my mother's, Elizabeth Asbury: they were people in common life; were
remarkable for honesty and industry, and had al things needful to enjoy; had my father been as
saving as laborious, he might have been wealthy. Asit was, it was his province to be employed as
afarmer and gardener by the two richest familiesin the parish. My parents had but two children a
daughter called Sarah, and myself. My lovely sister died in infancy; she was afavorite, and my
dear mother being very affectionate, sunk into deep distress at the loss of a darling child, from
which she was not relieved for many years. It was under this dispensation that God was pleased to
open the eyes of her mind, sheliving in avery dark, dark, dark day and place. She now began to
read almost constantly when leisure presented the opportunity. When a child, | thought it strange



my mother should stand by alarge window poring over abook for hours together. From my
childhood | may say, | have neither

"dared an oath, nor hazarded alie."

The love of truth is not natural; but the habit of telling it | acquired very early, and so well
was | taught, that my conscience would never permit me to swear profanely. | learned from my
parents a certain form of words for prayer, and | well remember my mother strongly urged my
father to family reading and prayer; the singing of psalms was much practiced by them both. My
foible was the ordinary foible of children -- fondness for play; but | abhorred mischief and
wickedness, athough my mates were among the vilest of the vile for lying, swearing, fighting, and
whatever else boys of their age and evil habits were likely to be guilty of. From such society | very
often returned home uneasy and melancholy; and athough driven away by my better principles,
still I would return, hoping to find happiness where | never found. it. Sometimes | was much
ridiculed, and called Methodist parson, because my mother invited any people who had the
appearance of religion to her house.

| was sent to school early, and began to read the Bible between six and seven years of age,
and greatly delighted in the historical part of it. My school-master was a great churl, and used to
beat me cruelly; this drove meto prayer, and it appeared to me, that God was very near to me. My
father having but the one son, greatly desired to keep me at school, he cared not how long; but in
this design he was disappointed; for my master, by his severity, had filled me with such horrible
dread, that with me any thing was preferable to going to school. | lived some time in one of the
wealthiest and most ungodly families we had in the parish: here | became vain, but not openly
wicked. Some months after this| returned home; and made my choice, when about thirteen years
and a half old, to learn a branch of business, at which | wrought about six years and a half: during
thistime | enjoyed great liberty, and in the family was treated more like a son or an equal than an
apprentice. Soon after | entered on that business, God sent a pious man, not a Methodist, into our
neighborhood, and my mother invited him to our house; by his conversation and prayers, | was
awakened before | was fourteen years of age. It was now easy and pleasing to leave my company,
and | began to pray morning and evening, being drawn by the cords of love, as with the bands of a
man. | soon left our blind priest, and went to West-Bromwick church: here | heard Ryland,
Stillingfleet, Tabot, Bagnall, Mansfield, Hawes, and Venn, great names, and esteemed gospel
ministers. | became very serious; reading agreat deal -- Whitefield and Cennick's Sermons, and
every good book | could meet with. It was not long before | began to inquire of my mother who,
where, what were the Methodists: she gave me a favorable account, and directed me to a person
that could take me to Wednesbury to hear them. | soon found this was not the church -- but it was
better. The people were so devout -- men and women kneeling down -- saying Amen. Now,
behold! they were singing hymns -- sweet sound! Why, strange to tell! the preacher had no
prayer-book, and yet he prayed wonderfully! What was yet more extraordinary, the man took his
text, and had no sermon-book: thought I, thisis wonderful indeed! It is certainly a strange way, but
the best way. He talked about confidence, assurance, &c. -- of which all my flights and hopes fell
short. | had no deep convictions, nor had | committed any deep known sins.

At one sermon, some time after, my companion was powerfully wrought on: | was
exceedingly grieved that | could not weep like him; yet | knew mysdlf to be in a state of unbelief.



On a certain time when we were praying in my father's barn, | believe the Lord pardoned my sins,
and justified my soul; but my companions reasoned me out of this belief, saying, "Mr. Mather said
abeliever was as happy asif hewasin heaven." | thought | was not as happy as | would be there,
and gave up my confidence, and that for months; yet | was happy; free from guilt and fear, and had
power over sin, and felt great inward joy. After this, we met for reading and prayer, and had large
and good meetings, and were much persecuted, until the persons at whose houses we held them
were afraid, and they were discontinued. | then held meetings frequently at my father's house,
exhorting the people there, as also at Sutton-Cofields, and several souls professed to find peace
through my labors. | met class awhile at Bromwick-Heath, and met in band at Wednesbury. | had
preached some months before | publicly appeared in the Methodist meeting-houses. when my
labors became more public and extensive, some were amazed, not knowing how | had exercised
elsewhere. Behold me now alocal preacher; the humble and willing servant of any and of every
preacher that called on me by night or by day, being ready, with hasty steps, to go far and wide to
do good, visiting Derbyshire, Staffordshire, Warwickshire, Worcestershire, and indeed almost
every place within my reach for the sake of precious souls; preaching, generally, three, four, and
five times aweek, and at the same time pursuing my caling. | think, when | was between
twenty-one and twenty-two years of age | gave myself up to God and hiswork, after acting asa
local preacher near the space of five years.

Some time after | had obtained a clear witness of my acceptance with God, the Lord
showed me, in the heat of youth and youthful blood, the evil of my heart: for a short time | enjoyed,
as | thought, the pure and perfect love of God; but this happy frame did not long continue, athough,
at seasons, | was greatly blessed.

On the 7th of August, 1771, the conference began at Bristol, in England. Before this, | had
felt for half ayear strong intimationsin my mind that | should visit America; which | laid before
the Lord, being unwilling to do my own will, or to run before | was sent. During this time my trias
were very great, which the Lord, | believe, permitted to prove and try me, in order to prepare me
for future usefulness. At the conference it was proposed that some preachers should go over to the
American continent. | spoke my mind, and made an offer of mysdlf. It was accepted by Mr. Wedey
and others, who judged | had a call. From Bristol | went home to acquaint my parents with my
great undertaking, which | opened in as gentle a manner as possible. Though it was grievous to
flesh and blood, they consented to let me go. My mother is one of the tenderest parentsin the
world: but, | believe, she was blessed in the present instance with divine assistance to part with
me. | visited most of my friends in Staffordshire, Warwickshire, and Gloucestershire, and felt
much life and power among them. Several of our meetings were indeed held in the spirit and life of
God. Many of my friends were struck with wonder, when they heard of my going; but none opened
their mouths againgt it, hoping it was of God. Some wished that their situation would allow them to
go with me.

| returned to Bristol in the latter end of August, where Richard Wright was waiting for me,
to sail in afew daysfor Philadelphia. When | came to Bristol | had not one penny of money but the
L ord soon opened the hearts of friends, who supplied me with clothes, and ten pounds: thus |
found, by experience, that the Lord will provide for those who trust in him.



On Wednesday, September 2, we set sail from a port near Bristol; and having a good wind,
soon passed the channel. For three days | was very ill with sea-sickness; and no sickness | ever
knew was equal to it. The captain behaved well to us. On the Lord's day, September 8, brother
Wright preached a sermon on deck, and al the crew gave attention.

Thursday 12. | will set down afew things that be on my mind. Whither am | going? To the
new world. What to do? To gain honor? No, if | know my own heart. To get money? No, | am
going to live to God, and to bring others so to do. In America there has been awork of God: some
moving first among the friends, but in time it declined: likewise by the Presbyterians, but among
them also it declined. The people God owns in England are the Methodists. The doctrines they
preach, and the discipline they enforce, are, | believe, the purest of any people now in the world.
The Lord has greatly blessed these doctrines and this discipline in the three kingdoms: they must
therefore be pleasing to him. If God does not acknowledge me in America, | will soon return to
England. | know my views are upright now. May they never be otherwise

On the Lord's day, September 16, | preached on Acts xvii, 30, "But God now commandeth
al men every where to repent.” The sailors behaved with decency. My heart's desire and prayer
for them was, and is, that they may be saved: but O! the deep ignorance and insensibility of the
human heart!

The wind blowing a gale, the ship turned up and down, and from side to side, in a manner
very painful to one that was not accustomed to sailing: but when Jesusisin the ship al iswell. O
what would not one do, what would he not suffer, to be useful to souls, and to do the will of his
great Master! Lord; help meto give thee my heart now and for ever!

Our friends had forgotten our beds, or else did not know we should want such things; so |
had two blankets for mine. | found it hard to lodge on little more than boards. | want faith, courage,
patience, meekness, love. When others suffer so much for their temporal interests, surely | may
suffer alittle for the glory of God, and the good of souls. May my Lord preserve me in an upright
intention! | find I talk more than is profitable. Surely my soul isamong lions. | feel my spirit bound
to the new world, and my heart united to the people, though unknown; and have great cause to
believe that | am not running before | am sent.

On the Lord's day, September 22, | preached to the ship's company on John iii, 23; but alas!
they were insensible creatures. My heart has been much pained on their account. | spent my time
chiefly in retirement, in prayer, and in reading the Appeals, Mr. De Renty's life, part of Mr.
Norrissworks, Mr. Edwards on the Work of God in New-England, the Pilgrim's Progress, the
Bible, and Mr. Wesley's Sermons. | feel a strong desire to be given up to God, body, soul, time,
and talents, far more than heretofore.

September 30. | preached to the ship's company again, on these words, "To you is the word
of thissalvation sent." | felt some drawings of soul toward them, but saw no fruit. Yet still | must
go on. While they will hear, | will preach, as| have opportunity. My judgment is with the Lord. |
must keep in the path of duty. On the 6th of October, though it was very rough, | preached on deck
to al our ship's company, from those very important words, in Heb. ii, 3, "How shall we escape, if
we neglect so great salvation.” The Lord enabled me to speak plainly, and | had some hopes that



the interesting truths of the gospel did enter into their minds. | remember the words of the wise
man, "In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not thy hand." Asto my own mind,
| long and pray that | may be more spiritual. But in this| comfort myself that my intention is
upright, and that | have the cause of God at heart. But | want to stand complete in all the will of
God, "holy as he that called meisholy, in all manner of conversation.” At times| can retire and
pour out my soul to God, and fed some meltings of heart. My spirit mourns, and hungers, and
thirsts after entire devotion.

October 13. Though it was very windy, | fixed my back against the mizzenmast, and
preached freely on those well-known words, 2 Cor. v, 20," Now then we are ambassadors for
Christ, as though God did beseech you by us. we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to
God." | felt the power of truth on my own soul; but till, alas! saw no visible fruit but my witness
isin heaven, that | have not shunned to declare to them all the counsel of God. Many have been my
trialsin the course of this voyage, from the want of a proper bed, and proper provisions, from
sickness, and from being surrounded with men and women ignorant of God, and very wicked. But
all thisisnothing. If | cannot bear this, what have | learned? O | have reason to be much ashamed
of many things, which | speak and do before God and man. Lord, pardon my manifold defects and
failluresin duty.

October 27. This day we landed in Philadel phia, where we were directed to the house of
one Mr. Francis Harris, who kindly entertained us in the evening, and brought usto alarge church,
where we met with a considerable congregation. Brother Pilmoor preached. The people looked on
us with pleasure, hardly knowing how to show their love sufficiently, bidding us welcome with
fervent affection, and receiving us as angels of God. O that we may always walk worthy of the
vocation wherewith we are called? When | came near the American shore, my very heart melted
within me, to think from whence | came, where | was going, and what | was going about. But | felt
my mind open to the people, and my tongue loosed to speak. | fedl that God is here; and find plenty
of al we need.

November 3. | find my mind drawn heaven-ward. The Lord hath helped me by his power,
and my soul isin a paradise. May God Almighty keep me as the apple of hiseye, till al the storms
of life are passed! Whatever | do, wherever | go, may | never sin against God, but always do those
things that please him!

Philadel phia, November 4. We held a watch-night. Toward the end, a plain man spoke,
who came out of the country, and his words went with great power to the souls of the people; so
that we may say, "Who hath despised the day of small things?' not the Lord our God: then why
should self-important man?

Tuesday, November 6, | preached my last sermon, before | set out for New-Y ork, on Rom.
viii, 32, "He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not aso
with him freely give us all things." This also was a night of power to my own and many other
souls.

November 7. | went to Burlington on my way to New-Y ork, and preached in the
court-house to alarge, serious congregation. Here also | felt my heart much opened. In the way



from thence to New-Y ork | met with one P. Van Pelt, who had heard me preach at Philadelphia
After some conversation he invited me to his house on Staten Iland; and as | was not engaged to
be at New Y ork on any particular day, | went with him and preached in his house. Still | believe
God hath sent me to this country. All | seek isto be more spiritual, and given up entirely to God, to
be all devoted to him whom | love.

On the Lord's day, in the morning, November 11, | preached again to alarge company of
people, with some enlargement of mind, at the house of my worthy friend Mr. V. P. In the afternoon
preached to a still larger congregation; and was invited to preach in the evening at the house of
Justice Wright, where | had alarge company to hear me. Still evidence grows upon me, and | trust
| am in the order of God, and that there will be awilling people here. My soul has been much
affected with them. My heart and mouth are open, only | am still sensible of my deep insufficiency,
and that mostly with regard to holiness. It istrue, God has given me some gifts, but what are they to
holiness. It isfor holiness my spirit mourns. | want to walk constantly before God without reproof.

On Monday | set out for New-Y ork, and found Richard Boardman there in peace, but weak
in body.

Tuesday 13. | preached at New-Y ork to alarge congregation on 1 Cor. ii, 2, "I determined
not to know any thing among you save Jesus Christ and him crucified,” with some degree of
freedom in my own mind. | approved much of the spirit of the people: they were loving and
serious: there appeared also in some alove of discipline. Though | was unwilling to go to
New-York so soon, | believeitisal well, and | still hope | am in the order of God. My friend B.
isakind, loving, worthy man, truly amiable and entertaining, and of a child-like temper. | purpose
to be given up to God more and more, day by day. But O! | come short.

Wednesday 14, | preached again at New-Y ork. My heart istruly enlarged, and | know the
life and power of religion are here. O how | wish to spend al my time and talents for Him who
spilt his blood for me!

The Lord'sday 18, | found aday of rest to my soul. In the morning | was much led out with
asacred desire. Lord, help me against the mighty. | feel aregard for the people, and | think the
Americans are more ready to receive the word than the English: and to see the poor negroes so
affected is pleasing: to see their sable countenances in our solemn assemblies, and to hear them
sing ‘with cheerful melody their dear Redeemer's praise, affected me much, and made me ready to
say, "Of atruth | perceive God is no respecter of persons.”

Saturday, Nov. 24. | went to West-Chester. My friends waited on the mayor for the use of
the court-house, which was readily granted. On the Lord's day morning a considerable company
being gathered together, | stood up in the Lord's power; yea, | felt the Holy One was nigh. | judged
that my audience needed to be taught the first principles of religion, so | spoke from those words,
"Now he commandeth all men everywhere to repent.” Seriousness sat on the faces of my hearers,
and the power of God came both on me and them, while | labored to show them the nature and
necessity of repentance; and the proper subjects and time for it. In the afternoon the congregation
was increased, both in number and seriousness. some of the chief men of the town, the mayor and
others, were present. | delivered my thoughts on those words, "This is his commandment, that we



should believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one another.” | felt warmth in my soul
while | set forth the nature and necessity of faith, and much enlargement toward my hearers. In the
evening | preached on the love of God, at a place called West-Farms, to many persons. The next
day | preached at West-Chester again to alarge company, and felt a sense of God resting on my
heart, and much love to the people. Being detained another day by the roughness of the weather, |
preached another sermon on this text, "Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade
men." In the evening we went to the mayor's, where we lodged that night; and the next day at noon
set out for New-Y ork.

The Lord's day, December 2,1 found a day of rest to my soul, and much liberty both in the
morning and evening, among the people. O that | may live to God and not to myself; and keep
myself free from al worldly entanglements!

Tuesday, December 10, | rode to New Rochelle, and was received with great kindness by
Mr. Devean and his family, and preached there to afew. The next day also | preached to alarge
company, and found liberty, and believe the power of God was among us. From thence | rode to
Rye, where afew people were collected together to hear the word: and the next day preached to
them again. On Sunday 14, | rode back to East Chester, and preached to alarge company, and
found some satisfaction in speaking on" The one thing needful.” On the Lord's day | preached at
New-Rochelle in the church. My text was, "All have sinned and come short of the Glory of God." |
felt an opening, and was satisfied. | published myself to preach again in the afternoon, and those
who had most opposed me before, came to hear, and behaved well. In the evening | preached in the
house of my friend Mr. D. The next day | preached again at Mr. D.'s, and on Tuesday went to Rye,
where | had many to hear me, and felt some freedom of spirit. The next day | preached at
Mamaroneck, to a company of people who at first took but little notice of the worship of God, but |
trust some of them felt the power of truth in their hearts. On Thursday | returned to New-Y ork, and
found my friends in peace.

Lord's day, December 22, | preached to alarge company in the evening, and felt much
power. | know that God was with usindeed, yea, was nigh to bless the people. On Christmas day
we had a very comfortable time. On Friday the 27th | set off with two of my friends for Staten
Island. On the 28th we arrived at Justice W.'s, where we were entertained with the best his house
afforded. From thence | went to my old friend V. P.'s, who received me with his former kindness,
and collected a congregation for the evening, to whom | preached, but had a violent painin my
head. After service | went to bed, and was very ill. However, the next day, being the Lord's day, |
preached in the morning and a so in the afternoon, with some freedom of mind. In the evening |
returned and preached at Justice W.'s. Having received an invitation to preach at the house of one
Mr. W__d, at the east end of theidand, | visited that place on my return to New-Y ork, where | had
acomfortable time.

On Tuesday we arrived in New-Y ork. We have been favored here with avery solemn
watch-night. Many felt the power of God.

On Tuesday, Jan. 14, 1772,1 went to Rye: but the people here are insensible. They cry, "
The Church, the Church." There are afew Presbyterians; but they have suffered their
meeting-house to go to ruin, and have lost the power of religion, if they ever had it. | was not a



welcome messenger to this people. On Wednesday the 15th | preached at two in the afternoon at
Mamaroneck with some power, and in the evening returned, preached at Rye, to alarge company,
and felt my Master near. Thursday 16, | was taken ill with acold and chill. On the 19th, the Lord's
day, | preached three times, though very ill. Many attended, and | could not think of disappointing
them. Monday the 20th, | rode to Phillipss manor, and preached there at noon, and at six in the
evening at P. Bonnett'sin New-Rochelle. The next day | rode to Deveau's, but the day was
extremely cold. In the night | had a sore throat, but through the help of God | go on, and cannot think
of sparing myself:

"No cross, no suffering | decline,
Only let all my heart be thine!™

Tuesday the 21st, | preached at my friend D.'s for the last time, on, "Those things that ye
have both learned, and received, and heard and seen in me, do.” The people seemed deeply
affected under the word. On the 23d, when | arose in the morning, the pain in my throat was worse.
| camein acovered deigh to my friend B.'s, where | took up my lodging, being unable to go any
farther. | then applied to a physician, who made applications to my ears, throat, and palate, which
were al swelled and inflamed exceedingly. For six or seven days | could neither eat nor drink
without great pain. The physician feared | should be strangled, before a discharge took place: but
my God ordered al thingswell. | am raised up again, and cannot help remarking the kindness with
which my friends treated me, asif | had been their own brother. The parents and children attended
me day and night with the greatest attention. Thus, though a stranger in a strange land, God has
taken care of me. May the Lord remember them that have remembered me, and grant to this family
life for evermore!

February 5. Still | feel myself weak. It is near afortnight since | came to my friend B.'s. Dr.
W. has attended mein al my illness, and did all he could for me gratis. Y esterday was the first
day of my going out. | went to West-Chester to hear afriend preach. My kind friends S. and W.
brought up a deigh from New-Y ork on Monday last, but my friends at this place would not suffer
me to go with them. In the course of my recovery, | have read much in my Bible, and Hammond's
Notes on the New Testament. | have also met with a spirited piece against predestination. | did not
expect to find such an advocate for general redemption in America. Thisday | ventured to preach
at Mr. A. B.'sto hisfamily and afew other people. In the evening returned home, and found Mr.
De Lancey, the former governor's son, there; who livesin the woods near Salem, and invited me to
his house. We spent the evening comfortably together. On Thursday, February 7, | preached as|
had appointed, the man of the house being in a consumption. Though | had not many people to hear
me, yet | have reason to hope that my sermon did good to the poor invalid. | felt affected for my
friendsin this place, who had been in some measure moved by the word on my former visits, but
are now returned to their old ways and company. | found myself weak and unfit to preach, but
believe there were some who felt the word come close to their hearts. May God help them to profit
by it! On Friday the 8th | set out for New-Y ork in adeigh, and my friends seemed glad to see me. |
want to be less concerned about any thing except my own work, the salvation of souls. At present |
seem determined to consecrate my all to God; body, soul, time, and talents.

On the Lord's day found myself weak; but brother Pilmoor being ill, | preached in the
morning, and found life. Stayed at home on Monday, and read in Mr. Wedley's Notes on the Old



Testament. On Monday the 11th | went to the jail, and visited a condemned criminal, and preached
to him and others with some tender feelings of mind, on those words, "Joy shall be in heaven over
one sinner that repenteth.” Tuesday the 12th. Thisday | have visited many of my friends from house
to house, and did not find much evil or much good stirring among them. Now | retire to hold
communion with God, and to feel his power. In the evening my strength increased, and | preached
with some freedom. On Wednesday | walked out, but caught cold, and returned home chilled and
very ill. In the evening, when | went into the pulpit, my every limb shook; and afterward went to
bed with violent painsin my bones. The sickness continued for three days, and kept me at home for
above aweek. On Thursday the 20th | gave an exhortation in public. Having adesire to visit my
friends on Staten Idand, | set off in the afternoon of the 21st, contrary to the persuasions of my
friendsin New-York. S. S., who was tender toward me in my illness, and took care of me asif |
had been his father, accompanied me.

Thursday the 27th we arrived in New-Y ork. | found brother P. had set off for Philadelphia
in the morning. In the evening | met the society, and felt mysalf assisted and enlarged. At night |
dept with holy thoughts of God, and awoke with the same, thanks be to God.

April 2. | came to Philadel phia, and finding brother B. and brother W. there, was much
comforted. Brother B.'s plan was, that he should go to Boston; brother P. to Virginia; brother W. to
New-Y ork; and that | should stay three months in Philadelphia. With this| was well pleased.

Friday 4. We dined with Mr. R., who cannot keep negroes for conscience sake; and this
was atopic of our conversation.

Saturday 5. This morning my mind was composed and serene.

April 7. In the evening | preached to a very large audience in the church, after preaching in
the day to many poor mortals in the Bettering-house.

April 8. Set out for Bohemiato find Mr. W. (who had been at his own discretion) that he
might wait on Mr. B., in order to go to New-Y ork for five months. Stopping at Mrs.Withey's[3] in
Chester, to feed myself and my horse, | inquired about preaching in that town, and found thisto be
the house where Mr. B. and Mr. P. put up; and that the people were pleased with Methodist
preaching. After leaving word that | would call to preach there on my return, | set off for
Wilmington, expecting to meet Mr. W. there; but we accidentally met just as he was turning off to
Mr. T.'sfor lodging, about four miles from the town. He seemed glad to see me, and willing to be
subject to order.

The next morning Mr. W. went on hisway to Philadel phia. Having adesire to go, and see,
and hear how things went, | desired him to call and preach at Chester; and | proceeded to the house
of Mr. S,, afriend of the Methodists; and then rode on to Newcastle, and stopped at the house of
brother F., atavern-keeper, but a good man. Preached there to a few people, but met with
opposition, and found the Methodists had done no great good. The court-house here is shut against
us; but it is open for dances and balls: and brother F., has lost his company by receiving us.
However, we were comforted together.



April 10. Set out for Bohemia, where | found that some mischievous opposers had thrown
the people into confusion. | have had serious thoughts of going to Baltimore; but the distance,
which is ninety miles, seems too much at present.

April 11. Found an inattention to study, an unsettled frame of mind, much insensibility of
soul, and a backwardness to prayer. Lord! help me with an active warmth to move; and with a
vigorous soul to rise. Visited an old man who was sick, with whom | had some conversation,
though not much; but came away without prayer; and was justly blamed both by my friends and
myself. | would have prayed with him, but two men came in, whose countenances | did not like;
and therefore neglected my duty through the fear of man. | have nothing to plead to palliate my
omission. It istrue, that to introduce prayer among prayerless peopleis not an easy matter; yet this
isno excuse for me. Lord! forgive both my secret and open faults;, my failings of omission and
commission: help me to have respect to all thy commandments; and to be blameless before thee in
all things.

Thursday 15. | rode through a heavy rain to Philadelphia, and preached the next morning
with some freedom.

Tuesday 20. My mind is quiet and serene. | am now free from company, which isvery
pleasing to me, having found that much company is both disagreeable and dangerous.

Wednesday 21. Met the society, and found both life and liberty among the people. This
night brother W. camein from Virginia. He gives a flaming account of the work there. Many of the
people seem to be ripe for the gospel and ready to receive us. | humbly hope, before long, about
seven preachers of uswill spread seven or eight hundred miles, and preach in as many places as
we are able to attend. Lord! make us humble, watchful, and useful to the end of our lives.

April 25. Preached to the people with some sharpness. In the evening | kept the door, met
the society, and read Mr. Wedley's epistle to them.

Tuesday 28. | intended to go out of town; but could not get ahorse. So | stayed for brother
W. and heard that many were offended at my shutting them out of society meeting, as they had been
greatly indulged before. But this does not trouble me. While | stay the rules must be attended to;
and | cannot suffer myself to be guided by half-hearted Methodists. An elderly friend told me very
gravely, that "the opinion of the people was much changed, within afew days, about Methodism
and that the Quakers and other dissenters had laxed their discipline; that none but the Roman
Catholics kept it up with strictness." But these things do not move me.

Wednesday, May 27. Went to New-mills, where | preached at four o'clock; and again at ten
o'clock the next morning.

Friday 29. | preached under thejail wall; and for the benefit of the prisoner, attended him
to the place of execution. When he came forth, he roared like a bull in anet. He looked on every
side, and shrieked for help; but al in vain. O how awful! Die he must. | fear unprepared. | prayed
with him, and for him. How difficult it is (if | may use the term) to drench a hardened sinner with
religion! | saw him tied up; and then stepping on awagon, | spoke aword in season, and warned



the people to flee from the wrath to come, and improve the day of their gracious visitation, no
more grieving the Spirit of God, lest a day should come in which they may cry, and God may
refuse to hear them. We then rode home to Philadel phia, where | exhorted in the evening, and found
myself much more drawn out than | expected.

Philadelphia, Lord's day, June 7. After preaching in the morning, | was at the table with
Mr. S., and many felt the power of God, though | felt but little myself. We had a love-feast today,
and several could testify that God was with us. some of our Jersey friends spoke of the power of
God with freedom.

Trenton, July 1. Went over the ferry and preached to many people; among whom were
some fine women, who behaved with airs of great indifferency. Returning | preached at night, and
the next morning at five, after which | set off for Philadelphia with unprofitable company; among
whom | sat still as a man dumb; and as one in whose mouth there was no reproof. They appeared
so stupidly ignorant, skeptical, deistical, and atheistical, that | thought if there were no other hell, |
should strive with al my might to shun that. Came home late and weary; but preached with some
comfort. | have lately been blessed with much purity of intention, and fervor of spirit; but greatly
thirst after living morein God.

Saturday, July 4. Went to Burlington in order to attend the execution of one S., amurderer;
and declared to a great number of people under the jail wall -- "He healeth the broken in heart.”
The poor criminal appeared penitent, behaved with great solidity, and expressed adesire to leave
the world.

Then returned to Philadel phia, gave an exhortation that night, and found the Lord's day a
day of sweet peace.

Monday, July 20. Met with brother S., from New Y ork, a Trenton, who informed me that |
was to go to that city; which was what | did not expect; but feel myself quite easy, not being fixed
in any place. He gave me an account of Mr. W.'s good behavior; though | fear, after al, he will
Settle at Bohemia

Wednesday, July 22. In meeting the small society of about nineteen persons, | gave them
tickets, and found it a comfortable time. They are a serious people; and there is some prospect of
much good being donein this place. After preaching on Tuesday morning over the ferry, and in the
evening a Trenton, | took leave of them on Wednesday morning, and set off for Philadelphia. Left
Philadelphia on the Lord's day evening, after preaching on these words, "If | come again, | will not
gpare;” and on Monday met with brother B. Went thence to New-mills, where | preached on
Tuesday night and Wednesday morning, and found the people there very affectionate; then returned
to Burlington, and found many friends from Philadelphia. We had power among us a might, and the
next morning at three | set off for Amboy, and on the way had some conversation with one of Jacob
B.'s disciples. We came to the stage-house through much rain and bad roads, about seven o'clock:
thence we went to Amboy, and took lodgings at atavern. Have been kept in peace through this
journey, felt great courage in the work of God, and go toward New Y ork in faith. The congregation
a Amboy was small, and they appeared to be such as cared but little for the gospel; so that my
hope of that place is but dender. On Saturday evening | preached, with some power, to alarge



congregation of rich and poor, from these words," Even from the days of your fathers, ye have gone
away from mine ordinances, and have not kept them: return unto me, and | will return unto you."
After preaching with great liberty on the Lord's day to many people at P. V.'sand Justice W.'s, on
Staten Idand, | set off on Monday in aboat for New Y ork: and arriving about five o'clock, found
Mr. W., who that night had preached his farewell sermon, and told the people that he did not
expect to see them any more. | have always dealt honestly with him, but he has been spoiled by
gifts. He has been pretty strict in the society, but ended all with a general love-feast; which | think
isundoing all he has done. However, none of these things move me. My mind is calm, and my soul
under acomfortable sense of God; and | am determined, by his grace, to keep on in the way of my
duty, if it should be my lot to stand aone.

August 4. My soul felt life, and power, and renewed courage. Discovering the
unfaithfulness of some, who first spoil aman, and then condemn him, | intend to keep such at a
proper distance. In the love-feast this evening | found that the living could not bear the dead. Mr.
W. rose up and spake as well as he could, against speaking with severe reflections on his brother.
But dl thiswas meretalk. | know the man and his conversation.

August 6. Felt satisfaction and life in meeting the society last night, and spent thisday in
retirement.

Thursday 7. Preached in New Y ork, from Phil. i, 24,25, "To abide in the flesh ismore
needful for you. And having this confidence, | know that | shall abide and continue with you al, for
your furtherance and joy of faith." Found liberty in my mind while addressing the people, and am
determined, in the strength of the Lord, to aim at promoting his glory, and to seek nothing but him.

Friday 8: After preaching in the morning, | found the Lord near, and had great peace at
intercession. It pleases me much to see the people diligent in attending the word; and find myself
favored with liberty and the power of God in my labors among them; and humbly hope, that God
will make known his power among this people, and drive Satan from them; and that we shall yet
see good days in this place.

Saturday 9. | found a degree of lifein my soul; and on the Lord's day had power, and light,
and life, and love, in speaking on those words, "Y e were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light
in the Lord: walk as children of light." The congregations are steady, and we look for the power of
God both in our own souls and among the people. O, my God, make bare thine arm! After
preaching in the evening of the Lord's day, with some opening of heart, and to afull house, | met
the society; and then set out on Monday morning for New Rochelle, and preached the same night at
friend D.'s, about thirty miles from New Y ork.

Tuesday 12. My soul does not forget God; but my desireis still toward him, and the
remembrance of his name.

On Wednesday | found my mind somewhat engaged; but on Thursday had some fears of
coming short of eternal life. A cloud rested on my mind, which was occasioned by talking and
jesting; | aso fedl at times tempted to impatience and pride of heart; but the Lord graciously
blessed me with life and power in preaching at night; and | afterward found my mind fixed on God,



and an earnest longing to be always holy in heart and life. After preaching on Friday at New
Rochelle, from these words, "We ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have
heard, lest at any time we should let them dip," | set out for New Y ork on a bad horse, and met
with indifferent fare on the road; but reached New Y ork on Saturday, and there received a letter
from my father and friend, Mr. Mather, who informed me of the preachers returning to England.
Preached also this evening with some satisfaction, but found broken classes, and a disordered
society, so that my heart was sunk within me; but it is still my desire to commit myself to God.

Lord'sday 17. Preached in the morning, and then went to preach at Newtown, about twelve
miles distant, in the evening. Friend S. was in company with me, and we were obliged to lodge at
atavern; but we were more serious than usual, and spent our time in useful conversation. Asit
rained, we had but few people at preaching in the morning; we then returned to New Y ork about
ten o'clock. In thisjourney | have found my soul comfortable and alive to God, a sacred nearness
to God, and power to withstand temptations; though, in the afternoon of the next day, | had cause to
blame myself for trifling conversation at noon.

Monday 18. This has been aday of distressto my soul. | was opposed for meeting the
society, because one or two classes met at that time; which seemed to me avery weak objection,
as those classes might meet at another time.

August 21. Preached this morning with great life in my soul, and felt a strong desire to be
devoted to God, and more and more engaged to promote his glory both in heart and life. O that my
soul could be more intimately and sweetly united to the Lord! In the evening | preached with
power; but have found my soul troubled within me on account of a party-spirit which seemsto
prevail too much in this place. But they must answer for their own conduct. My businessis, through
the grace of God, to go straight forward, acting with honesty, prudence, and caution, and then leave
the event to Him.

Lord's day, August 24. Preached morning and evening, and had peace in my own soul. In
the evening | met the society, and read Mr. Wesley's letter.

Monday 25. Early in the morning we crossed the North River, in order to go to Staten
Idand. Many people attended the word; but | know not what to make of them, for though they seem
fond of hearing, yet they do not appear to be much affected. On Tuesday | went to Amboy, and
dined with a mixed company of assemblymen, Churchmen, Quakers, &c.; many of them cameto
hear me in sport, but went away very still. On my return | preached at Mr. W-'s, to many people;
on Thursday returned to New Y ork, and preached in the evening with some life. Friday my soul
was kept in peace and love; and while preaching at night, both myself and others felt the power of
God in our souls.

Saturday 30. | preached with liberty, and can rejoice in God my salvation, finding an
increasing desireto live to him aone. Lord's day 31. Found life both morning and evening, and had
many people; | aso went to church, and heard Dr. O. preach on the divinity of Christ.

Tuesday, September 2. My heart was fixed to seek the Lord; and found some nearness to
him, and lifein my soul: | preached aso in the evening with some comfort.



Wednesday 3. Preached at five, and found my soul this day fixed to do the will of God.

Friday 11. | met the people in the morning to discourse with them about their temporal
matters, and appointed Mr. C. to take an account of the weekly and quarterly collections. But the
two other stewards refused an exact entry of the money that is not settled. However, the people
must have the same satisfaction concerning the other collections. Saturday morning | felt a strong
desireto live to God, and act with asingle eyeto hisglory in al that | do. On Saturday evening we
had a comfortable meeting. After preaching to many people on the Lord's day at seven, | prepared
to approach the table. There was a great drawing among the people while these words were
enforced, "This do in remembrance of me." Lord, prepare my heart. My bleeding Lord! let my soul
feel thy melting love. Lord, make al thy people glad together in thee, that thou mayest be glorified
in and by us both now and ever. At the table | was deeply affected with the sight of the poor
negroes, seeing their sable faces at the table of the Lord. In the evening | had a full house and much
divine assistance.

Saturday, Oct. 10. | received aletter from Mr. Wesley, in which he required a strict
attention to discipline; and appointed me to act as assistant. He also enjoined that Mr. Williams
might not print any more books without his consent. | likewise received aletter from Mr. W.
informing me of the state of mattersin Maryland; and that it was appointed for me to winter there.
For this| intend to prepare.

Monday 19. Set off in the stage for Philadelphia. The company was all pretty quiet, except
one young man, who frequently profaned the name of the Lord. It was my intention to reprove him;
waliting for a proper time, | found an opportunity when there was only one person with him, and
then told him how he had grieved me. He received the admonition very well; and excused himself
by saying, he did not think of what he was doing. Afterward he seemed more careful. After dining
at Brunswick, we came to Princeton, aplace | had long wished to see for the sake of the pious Mr.
D., late president of the college there. Here | met Mr. B., and we both agreed in judgment about the
affairs of the society; and were comforted together. The next day | came to Trenton; but a drunken
sailor had locked up the court-house, so | was obliged to preach in a school-house, where we had
a comfortable meeting; and also at five the next morning.

Thursday 22. In the morning | preached over the river, and in the evening at Trenton, with
some assistance. And many young people attended.

Saturday 24. Leaving my horse at Bristol, | went to Burlington; and on the Lord's day my
spirit was much dejected, though in preaching | felt greatly assisted: and divine truth reached the
hearts of the people.

Monday 26. After preaching at five, | Ieft them, and preached in the evening at
Philadelphia. All things considered, the people here seemed to be quiet and in good order. On
Tuesday preached both morning and evening. R. S. and myself set out on Wednesday for Bohemia,
and on our way we found a few friends at Newcastle that had not deserted the cause. In this
journey | called at Chester jail, and saw the prisoners, who all seemed hardened to a man, and
among them were the wretched three that | saw escape the gallows before; two of these had



behaved so badly they were now in chains. Lord, what is man? And what am | without thy grace?
Keep me, keep me, holy Lord, and never let me go! Let me die rather than live to sin against thee. |
spoke freely to one of them, who was a murderer.

Thursday 29. We reached Bohemia, where we found Solomon Hersey, a man hearty in the
cause, and of agood understanding; but his spirit is too warm and easily moved. On Friday |
visited E. and R. T., and saw their father in his hundredth year, eating, drinking, smoking, and
talking. He appeared as forgetful of eternity asif he had been at the most secure distance from its
brink. | think he told me that his father lived to be a hundred and nine, and never used spectacles.

Saturday 31. Rose early this morning, and purposed, through grace, to devote this day to
God. | have traveled, since Monday week, one hundred and fifty miles.

Tuesday, Nov. 10. | enjoy peace and life in my soul; and am determined, through grace, to
love and seek nothing but God. Preached to many people, both at C. B.'sin the morning, and at 1.
M.'sin the evening; and was favored with much freedom.

Wednesday 11. Many people attended preaching at Mr. S.'s, among whom were some
Baptists, who went away displeased. The congregation was also large at friend S.'s. | have read
Dr. S. on the non-eternity of hell torments. But by his arguments we may as well prove the
non-eternity of heavenly joys; for he callsit an [aiwutou Greek]life.[4] Now if the [aiwutou
Greek] life of saintsarise from aprinciple of spiritual life derived from Christ; then the [aiwutou
Greek] death of the wicked arises from a principle of spiritual death in them; and the one will
come to an end as soon as the other.

Thursday 19. Friend D. and | set off for Frederica. A poor unhappy man abused me much
on the road: he cursed, swore, and threw stones at me. But | found it my duty to talk to him, and
show him his danger. Fredericais a nedt little town, having one main street and three cross streets.
It contains about athousand houses, and the inhabitants are chiefly Germans. There are two
German churches, one Calvinist and one Lutheran. There is aso one English church, and one
Roman chapdl. Many people came to hear mein this town.

Saturday 21. My mind was greatly depressed. Not on account of any outward known sin;
but partly from the state of my body, and partly from a deep sense of the very great work inwhich |
am employed. | do not know when | sunk into deeper distress: though, thank God, there was no
condemnation.

Friday, Dec. 12. Went twelve milesinto Kent co., and had many great people to hear me.
But before preaching, one Mr. H., a Church minister, came to me and desired to know who | was,
and whether | was licensed. | told him who | was. He spoke great swelling words, and told me he
had authority over the people, and was charged with the care of their souls. He also told me that |
could not, and should not preach; and if | did, he would proceed against me according to law. | let
him know that | came to preach, and preach | would; and further asked him if he had authority to
bind the consciences of the people, or if he was ajustice of the peace; and told him | thought he
had nothing to do with me. He charged me with making a schism. | told him that | did not draw the
people from the church; and asked him if his church was then open? He told me that | hindered



people from their work; but | asked him if fairs and horse-races did not hinder them? And further
told him that | came to help him. He said, he had not hired me for an assistant, and did not want my
help. | told him, if there were no swearers or other sinners, he was sufficient. But, said he, what
did you come for? | replied, to turn sinnersto God. He said, Cannot | do that as well asyou? 1 told
him that | had authority from God. He then laughed at me, and said, Y ou are afine fellow indeed! |
told him | did not do this to invalidate his authority; and also gave him to understand that | did not
wish to dispute with him: but he said he had business with me, and came into the house in a great
rage. | began to preach, and urged the people to repent, and turn from all their transgressions, so
iniquity should not prove their ruin. After preaching, the parson went out, and told the people they
did wrong in coming to hear me; and said | spoke against learning. Whereas, | only spoke to this
purpose -- when aman turned from al sin, he would adorn every character in life, both in church
and state. | left him, and preached at John R.'s at seven o'clock.

Tuesday 23. | set of for J. P.'s, to attend our quarterly meeting. Many people attended, and
severa friends came many miles. | preached from Acts xx, 28, "Take heed therefore unto
yourselves," &c. After showing to whom the charge was given, | proceeded to enforce the subject
thus:--
|. Take heed to your spirits.

I1. Take heed to your practice.

[11. Take heed to your doctrine.

IV. Take heed to the flock.

1. Those that are under deep conviction.

2. Those that are true believers.

3. Those that are sorely tempted.

4. Those that are groaning for full redemption.

5. Those that have backdidden.

| then urged the motives to this duty. We afterward proceeded to our temporal business,
and considered the following propositions:--

1. What are our collections? We found them sufficient to defray our expenses.

2. How are the preachers stationed? Brother S. and brother O. in Frederick county. Brother
K., brother W. and I. R., on the other side of the bay; and myself in Baltimore.

3. Shall we be strict in our society meetings, and not admit strangers? Agreed.



4. Shall we drop preaching in the day time through the week! Not agreed to.

5. Will the people be contented without our administering the sacrament? J. K. was neuter;
brother S. pleaded much for the ordinances; and so did the people, who appeared to be much
biased by him. | told them | would not agreeto it at that time, and insisted on our abiding by our
rules. But Mr. B. had given them their way at the quarterly meeting held here before, and | was
obliged to connive at some things for the sake of peace.

6. Shall we make collections weekly, to pay the preachers board and expenses? Thiswas
not agreed to: we then inquired into the moral characters of the preachers and exhorters. Only one
exhorter was found any way doubtful, and we have great hopes of him. Brother S. received £8
quarterage; brother K. and myself £6 each. Great |ove subsisted among usin this meeting, and we
parted in peace.

January 1, 1773. My body has been weak for some time, but my mind has enjoyed a good
degree of peace; and | have a strong desire to be kept in the meekness of Jesus Christ. My heart has
been affected by reading, lately, part of Sewel's history of the Quakers. How great was the spirit of
persecution in New England, when some were imprisoned, some had their ears cut off; and some
were hanged! O that our God would arise, and bow the nations to himself!

January 3. Rode to Baltimore, and had a large congregation at the house of Captain Paten,
at the Point. Many of the principal people were there; and the Lord enabled me to speak with
power. At night | preached in town. The house was well filled with people, and we have a
comfortable hope the work of the Lord will revivein this place. Blessthe Lord, O ye saints!
Holinessis the element of my soul. My earnest prayer is, that nothing contrary to holiness may live
inme.

Friday 8. My mind isfixed on God. | both desire and purpose to exercise fasting, prayer,
and faith. After some exercise of mind, the Lord enabled me to preach with warmth at Mr. M.'s
from these words, "Be not ye partakers with them.” | showed, first, whom the words were spoken
to. Secondly, with whom they were not to be partakers. Thirdly, how they were not to partake with
them, viz.: in spirit, in judgment, in practice.

Lord's day, January 10. Many people attended at J. P.'s, to whom | preached twice, with
some life, and then went three milesinto the Neck: and felt much power while preaching on perfect
love. The more | speak on this subject, the more my soul isfilled and drawn out in love. This
doctrine has a great tendency to prevent people from settling on their lees.

Thursday 25. | had agood time and many people at Mr. L.'s. Two letters came to hand
today, one from New Y ork and one from Philadel phia. They entreat me to return, and inform me
that trouble is at hand. But | cannot fear while my heart is upright with God. | seek nothing but him;
and fear nothing but his displeasure.

Monday, March 8. | was also much comforted by aletter | lately received from R. O., part
of which was asfollows: "I know not what it will come to. Almost every person seems to be under
areligious concern. There are about twenty-two persons aready joined in society at Seneca. At



Georgetown four have been lately enabled to rgoice in God; and one at Rocky Creek. Blessed be
God, who hath not forgotten to be gracious.”

Tuesday 30. Our quarterly meeting began. After | had preached, we proceeded to business:
and in our little conference the following queries were propounded, namely:-

1. Are there no disorderly personsin our classes ? It was thought not.
2. Does not dram-drinking too much prevail among our people?

3. Do none contract debts without due care to pay them? We found that this evil is much
avoided among our people.

4. Are the band meetings kept up?
5. Isthere nothing immoral in any of our preachers?

6. What preacherstravel now, and where are they stationed ? It was then urged that none
must break our rules, under the penalty of being excluded from our connection. All was settled in
the most amicable manner. Mr. S. preached a good and useful sermon from Joel ii, 17, Let the
priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep between the porch and the dtar," & c. Many people were
present at our love-feast, anong whom were some strangers: but all were deeply serious, and the
power of God was present indeed. Brother O preached a very alarming sermon, and brother S.
gave amoving exhortation. The whole ended in great peace. And we all went, in the strength of the
Lord, to our several appointments.

Tuesday 20 proved to be aday of peace to my soul; part of which | spent in visiting the
people. The next day | was employed in writing to England; and after preaching in the evening with
power, | went to rest in sweet peace, and awoke in the morning in the same frame of spirit. May
this day be spent to the glory of God; and may my soul yet praise him more and more!

Friday | preached at New Y ork on these words, "The Lord is good, a strong hold in the day
of trouble;" and felt life and power in dispensing the word. On Saturday | visited the sick, and
gave an exhortation to the people.

Lord'sday 4. After preaching in the morning on Heb. xii, 15, | went in the afternoon to the
P. E. church, and heard Mr. E. preach a useful sermon: in the evening | preached with freedom on
Eccles. xi, 9, "Rgjoice, O young man, in thy youth." The young people appeared deeply serious.
May the blessing of the Lord attend it, and great fruit appear in time to come! The next day | rode
to Bloomingdale, and preached with satisfaction; and then returned home, and found it ablessing to
labor in the vineyard of the Lord, both in season and out of season. On Tuesday morning my mind
was clear, my heart was fixed on God, and Christ was precious. Bless the Lord, O my soul! New
York isalarge city, and well situated for trade; but the streets and buildings are very irregular.
The inhabitants are of various denominations, but nevertheless of a courteous and sociable
disposition. There are several places of divine worship: the P. Episcopalians have three; the High
Dutch, one; the Low Dutch, three; the Lutherans, two; the French Protestants, one; the



Presbyterians, two; the Seceders, one; the Baptists, one; the Moravians, one; the Methodists, one;
and the Jews, one. The city abounds with inhabitants; but the exact number | could not ascertain.

Wednesday 7. My soul enjoyed great peace, and the day was partly spent in religious
vigits. The next day my mind was in the same comfortable frame; and holy thoughts of God, with
strong desires to do all things with asingle eye to hisglory, aswell asto follow hisdivine
precepts, possessed my peaceful heart.

Friday 9. This day was as yesterday, a day of peace; and it was with great satisfaction |
preached in the evening, though cold, to a considerable number of people, on the much-neglected
duty of self-denial.

Lord'sday 11. | went through my morning exercises in church as usual, and in the afternoon
heard Mr. C. preach a good sermon; but a more gay and indevout congregation | have seldom seen;
they were talking, laughing, bowing, and trifling both with God and their minister, aswell aswith
their own unawakened souls. On Tuesday | took my leave of New Y ork, after preaching from
Philippians 1, 9, with an intention to spend some time on Staten I1sland, on my way to Philadel phia.
During my stay on theisland | preached severa times, with power and satisfaction; but was
sometimes greetly assaulted by Satan. Hitherto the Lord hath helped me. Glory to his name! He
preserves and blesses my soul -- he supplies me with al things necessary for the preservation and
health of my body. May | be ever careful to please him, and devoted the powers of body and soul
to his service!

Thursday 15. | preached for the first time, on thisvisit, in Philadelphia, on Ruth ii, 4. Many
people attended, and the Lord filled my heart with holy gladness. All things are in peace here.

From Saturday 17 till Thursday 22 was spent in the Jerseys, where | preached at different
places, and often to large congregations. The Lord was frequently with mein mercy and power;
and my heart was greatly enlarged. How | long to be more holy -- to live more with God, and for
God. Troubles encompass me about; but the Lord is my helper. Before my return to Philadelphia |
had the pleasure of seeing the foundation laid of a new preaching-house, thirty-five feet by thirty.
Then | returned and preached on Thursday evening, the Lord being with me.

Friday 23. This morning my mind was in a calm and even frame -- sweetly fixed on God as
its prime object. But | greatly long for more grace -- to receive esteem or disesteem with equal
cheerfulness -- to be something or nothing, as God would have me to be. My heart was at liberty,
while employed in speaking for God this evening.

Tuesday 27. The Lord has gracioudy assisted me in preaching every day; and my desires to
be entirely devoted do still increase. But alas! what cause have | to mourn the want of life and
zedl, both in public and private duties. Nevertheless, it is my determination to offer al | haveto
God. May he give me moreto offer, and gracioudy accept the offering made! Had much
conversation with A. W., but found him unwilling to spend al histime in traveling. However, he
agreed to take apart with I. K. So my intention is to send them to the upper part of the Jerseys,
where they may labor aternately afortnight at atime.



Thursday 29. Mr. S. isjust come from England, with strange accounts of their Calvinistic
disputes. My mind is rather low, but serene and spiritual, and determined to follow Christ. How
greetly do | long to die to every object which does not lead me to God! Blessed Master, hasten the
time when | shall love thee according to the full extent of that desire which thou hast given me.

Philadelphia, Lord's day, May 16. In preaching this morning from Gen. xviii, 19, | strongly
enforced the great necessity of relative duties; and very pointedly pressed the same in meeting the
society at night.

Monday 17. All thisday | was very unwell with a sore throat and violent pain in my head;
but 1. K. providentially came in and supplied my place. My indisposition continued also on
Tuesday, so that | had but little power to read or think; but on Wednesday | found myself; through
mercy, much better. Although my body isweak, my soul is strong in the grace of God. May my
heart, my lips, my hands, my life, my strength, my all, be constantly devoted to God.

Thursday, June 3. To my great comfort, arrived Mr. Rankin, Mr. Shadford, Mr. Y erbery,
and Capt. Webb. Mr. R. preached a good sermon on these words, "l have set before thee an open
door, and no man can shut it." He will not be admired as a preacher. But as a disciplinarian, he
will fill his place.

Friday 11. Mr. R. came to Trenton. After dinner and prayer, we set off together for
Princeton. On Saturday we reached New Y ork; and our friends there having previous notice of our
coming, kindly met us on the dock where we landed. The sight of Mr. W., with some other
concurring circumstances, affected Mr. R. so that he appeared to be rather cast down in his mind.

Lord'sday 13. | preached this morning to a considerable number of people. Mr. R. found
his spirits raised, and was much comforted. In the afternoon Mr. H., Capt. W., Mr.W___t, and

myself, went to St. Paul's church, and received the sacrament. At night, Mr. R. dispensed the word
of truth with power. It reached the hearts of many, and they appeared to be much quickened.

Monday 14. Many were present while | preached from 2 John 4, "I have no greater joy than
to hear that my children walk in truth." The Lord favors me with great discoveries of my defects
and unfaithfulness. But, blessed be God, my soul is humbled under these discoveries. My soul
panteth for more of the divine nature. When shall | be fully conformed to his blessed will? |
received aletter this day from that venerable father in Christ, Mr. Wedley.

Wednesday 23. On my return to New Y ork, from New Rochelle, | found Mr. R. had been
well employed in settling matters pertaining to the society. This afforded me great satisfaction, and
more especialy the revival of religion, which has lately taken place in this city.

On Friday, July 2, arrived the sorrowful news of the destruction of Mr. White field's
Orphan house. As there was no fire in the house, it was supposed to have been set on fire by
lightning, which had been in the morning, as some say, accompanied with a sulfureous smell. It
broke out in arapid flame about seven or eight o'clock at night, and consumed the whole building,
except the two wings.



Wednesday 14. Our Genera Conference began: in which the following propositions were
agreed to

1. The old Methodist doctrine and discipline shall be enforced and maintained among all
our societiesin America.

2. Any preacher who acts otherwise, cannot be retained among us as a fellow-laborer in
the vineyard.

3. No preacher in our connection shall be permitted to administer the ordinances at this
time; except Mr. Strawbridge, and he under the particular direction of the assistant.

4. No person shall be admitted, more than once or twice, to our love-feasts or
soci ety-meetings, without becoming a member.

5. No preacher shall be permitted to reprint our books, without the approbation of Mr.
Wedey, and the consent of his brethren. And that H. Williams shall be allowed to sell what he has,
but reprint no more.

6. Every assistant is to send an account of the work of God in his circuit to the general
assistant.

There were some debates among the preachers in this conference, relative to the conduct of
some who had manifested a desire to abide in the cities, and live like gentlemen. Three years out
of four have been aready spent in the cities. It was also feared that money had been wasted,
improper leaders appointed, and many of our rules broken.

Friday 16. | set off for Chester, and had a comfortable time in preaching. Mrs. W., and two
young women in her house, appeared to be under some religious concern. May the Lord make bare
his holy arm, and revive his glorious work! | understand that some dissatisfied personsin New
Y ork threaten to shut the church door against Mr. H. If they should be bold enough to take this step;
we shall see what the consequence will be; and no doubt but the Lord will bring al their evil
deedsto light. O that it may be for the salvation of their precious souls!

Many peoplein general attend the preaching in Baltimore, especially after we have been
long enough in town for the inhabitants to receive full knowledge of our being there. And | have a
great hope that the Lord will do something for the souls in this place, though the little society has
been rather neglected, for want of a proper person to lead them.

Preached and met the society, on Wednesday, Aug. 11, at J. Presbury's, and on Thursday
set off for Kent county, but was troubled with a very uncommon painin my head. In public
worship, at Mr. G.'s, a serious negro was powerfully struck; and though he made but little noise,
yet he trembled so exceedingly that the very house shook. | then rodeto Mr. H___'s, and was

kindly entertained. Here we saw alittle woman with neither hands nor feet; yet she could walk,
card, spin, sew, and knit. And her heart rejoiced in God her Saviour. But what is she at thistime ?



Friday 13. The spirit of holy peace reignsin my heart. Glory be given to God! | received
information today of W. F., who had threatened to stone one of our preachers, but was taken sick
and died in afew days: also of another person who had been under conviction for sin, but resisting
and shaking it off; he left the house, and died in the dark, speaking evil of the ways of God:
likewise of Mrs. H., who was under conviction from the Spirit of God, but going from the house
and indulging atrifling spirit, she soon after died. Thusit seems, when men dight the mercies of
God, he visits them with hisjudgments! The congregation today at Mr. G___'swas very large, but
they looked like fat bulls of Bashan, though they sat pretty still while | endeavored to prove that the
spirit, doctrine sufferings, and practice of the holy apostles are exemplified in the people of God at
thistime. The Lord favored me with freedom and power, asasointheeveningat Mr.H__'s.

On Saturday a multitude of people attended the preaching of the word, and the Lord was
with us of atruth.

Lord'sday 15. For some time past the Lord has blessed me with abundant peace and love;
but my soul longs for al the fullness of God, asfar asit is attainable by man. O, when shall it once
be! When shall my soul be absorbed in purity and love!

Tuesday 24. My heart swellswith strong desire to live to God; and to trust constantly in
him that he may direct my paths. 1. I., an honest old friend, came to hear me. O! that names and
parties were done away! that Christians were all but one body! that pure love might reign alonein
every heart! Lord, hasten the happy and desirable period!

Set out on Monday for our quarterly meeting, and met the preachers at brother Owings.
They all appeared to have their hearts fixed on promoting the work of God for the ensuing quarter;
and we consulted together with great freedom and love. On the first day | inquired into the moral
character of the local preachers, appointed them their work, and gave them written licensesto
officiate. The preachers who spoke at this meeting, manifested great earnestness and zeal for the
salvation of souls; and many of the people were much affected; all was harmony and love. For the
next quarter we had our stations as follows: P. Eberd, E. Drumgoole, and Richard Owings, in
Frederick circuit; brother Y erbery and brother Rawlings, in Kent circuit; Henry Watters and
brother W. in Baltimore circuit; and myself in Baltimore town. We appointed our next quarterly
meeting to be held in Baltimore on the 1st of May next. Much fatigued in my feeble frame by
various exercises, | returned to town, and visited Mrs. Moore, how was afflicted in body and
distressed in mind.

Thursday, Feb. 3. Last night, while we were all below stairs, my bed took fire by some
unknown means, though it stood three yards from the fire-place. We happily came up in due time,
and finding the room full of smoke, we discovered the fire, and extinguished it. Surely there was a
kind providence in this! Thisday | wrote aletter to Mr. Otterbine, a German minister, relative to
his settling in Baltimore. Though the weather was very disagreeable, yet many attended at night to
hear the word. God is still my chief object; and my desireisto glorify and serve him. On Saturday,
Mr. S. came to consult mein respect to Mr. O.'s coming to this town. We agreed to promote his
settling here; and laid a plan nearly similar to ours -- to wit, that gifted persons among them, who
may, at any time, be moved by the Holy Ghost to speak for God, should be encouraged; and if the
synod would not agree, they were still to persevere in thisline of duty.



Monday, January 2,1775. | seethe great necessity of aways beginning to glorify God, with
fresh vigor of soul. So prone is man to grow languid in devout exercises, that without fresh and
powerful exertions he will soon sink into dead formality.

Friday, Feb. 10. How great a blessing is health! though of late it is but seldom enjoyed by
me. But, through mercy, my body now feels like being restored; and | am afraid of being thereby
too much eated. The Lord shows me the excellency of affliction, and enables me to exercise
resignation in all conditions of life.

Tuesday 14. My heart pants to labor for God -- to be once more employed in building up
his spiritua house. O that he may strengthen me, set me to work, and greatly bless my poor
endeavors. Preaching the glorious gospel seemsto be my proper employment; and when | am long
detained from it, | appear to be out of my element. But hope, a blessed hope revives, that before
long | shall be of some servicein the church of Christ.

Tuesday, March 27. Mr. O., the Dutch minister, accompanied meto I. O.'s, where we had a
blessed and refreshing season. The next day at town | met with brother W. from Virginia; who gave
me agreat account of the work of God in those parts -- five or six hundred souls justified by faith,
and five or six circuits formed: so that we have now fourteen circuits in America; and about
twenty-two preachers are required to supply them. Thus we see how divine Providence makes
way for the word of truth, and the Holy Spirit attends it. May it spread in power and cover these
lands! Brother W. isavery singular man, but honest in hisintentions, and sincerely engaged for the
prosperity of the work. | dined with Mr. O., the minister mentioned above, and spent the afternoon
with him and Mr. S., another minister of the same profession. They both appear to be sincerely
religious, and intend to make proposals to the German synod this year, to lay aplan for the
reformation of the Dutch congregations.

Saturday, April 15. God is my portion, and my all-sufficient good. He fills me with pure,
spiritual life. My heart is melted into holy love, and altogether devoted to my Lord. Many came to
hear the word of lifein the evening, and my soul was supplied with strength.

Saturday 29. | have not been unassisted in the public exercises of this week, and now find
my soul in a peaceful frame, though not without a serious concern for the cause of the country.
Lord, turn aside thy displeasure, and mercifully interpose!

Lord'sday 30. | preached three times, and the cup of my blessing was full. What shall |
render unto the Lord for al his benefits? But we have alarming military accounts from Boston,
New Y ork, and Philadelphia. Surely the Lord will overrule, and make all these things subservient
to the spiritual welfare of his church. On Monday | visited the country, and having preached at a
few places, returned on Tuesday night to town; and found the people al inflamed with a martial

spirit.

Wednesday, May 17, till Friday, we spent in conference, with great harmony and
sweetness of temper. If the Lord spares me, | am now about bending my course toward Norfolk, to
preach the glad tidings of salvation to perishing sinners there.



Monday 29. With athankful heart | landed at Norfolk, after having been much tossed about
by contrary winds in the bay. My accommodations on board the vessel were also very indifferent,
so that it was a disagreeable and fatiguing passage; but

In hopes of that immorta crown,
| now the cross sustain,

And gladly wander up and down,
And smile at toil and pain."

Here | found about thirty personsin society after their manner; but they had no regular
class-meetings. However, here are afew who are willing to observe all the rules of our society.
Their present preaching-house is an old shattered building, which has formerly been a playhouse.
Surely the Lord will not always suffer his honor to be trampled in the dust. No; | entertain a hope
that we shall have a house and a people in thistown. My heart isfilled with holy thoughts, and
deeply engaged in the work of God. On Tuesday evening about one hundred and fifty souls
attended to hear the word, and about fifty at five o'clock on Wednesday morning, which, by the
presence of the Lord, was found to be agood time. | then went over to Portsmouth, and found my
gpirit at liberty in preaching to a number of souls there.

Thursday, June 15. | gave a close and pointed exhortation in the evening at Portsmouth; and
there was a melting of heart among the people. | preached again the next day, and met both the
classes, and felt my hopes for Portsmouth begin to revive.

Monday 26. The God of hope fills me with joy and peace in believing. About seventy souls
sat under the word this evening, and some of them were very deeply affected. But too oftenitisas
the morning cloud, and as the early dew. How irrational it is, that rational beings should employ
their thoughts with readiness on every trifling subject, when they can hardly be brought to think
serioudy on the things of eternity, although the Holy Spirit awakens their sensibility and alarms
their fears O, the strange perverseness, the deadly depravity of man!

Thursday 29. | preached at Mr. B.'s, a new place, and alarge company was collected. The
Lord stirred the hearts of the people under the preaching of the word at H.'s, and on Friday |
returned and preached at night in Portsmouth. After | had met the classes and put them into bands
the next day, | set off for Crany Idand; but found the weather excessively hot, such as| had never
known in England. On my return, some of the members appeared alittle refractory in respect to
submitting to discipline. But without discipline we should soon be as arope of sand; so that it must
be enforced, let who will be displeased.

Monday, Aug. 7. | received aletter from Mr. T. R., in which he informed me that himself;
Mr. H., and Mr. D., had consulted, and deliberately concluded it would be best to return to
England. But | can by no means agree to leave such afield for gathering soulsto Christ as we have
in America. It would be an eternal dishonor to the Methodists, that we should al Ieave three
thousand souls, who desire to commit themselves to our care; neither isit the part of a good
shepherd to leave hisflock in time of danger: therefore, | am determined, by the grace of God, not
to leave them, let the consequence be what it may. Our friends here appeared to be distressed



above measure at the thoughts of being forsaken by the preachers. So | wrote my sentiments both to
Mr. T.R.and Mr. G. S.

Monday, September 4. | was taken very ill with the fall fever, and being able to take but
little nourishment, was much reduced. However, | put my trust in the Lord, and committed al my
concerns to him; but was not able to keep any journal till the 25th instant, and then felt myself but
very little better.

Tuesday, Oct. 3. My heart isfixed, trusting in the Lord. | sincerely desire to be entirely his
-- to spend the remnant of my days and strength atogether for God. A company of marines have
been ashore at Norfolk, ransacked the printing-office, and taken the printers and press with them.
The inhabitants soon after embodied and got under arms. The people are also repairing the fort,
which, if put in order, may sink al the ships that shall attempt to come into the harbor. But if it is
thought expedient to watch and fight in defense of our bodies and property, how much more
expedient isit to watch and fight against sin and Satan, in defense of our souls, which are in danger
of eternal damnation! But small dangers at hand have a greater effect on fallen man, than the
greatest dangers which are thought to be at adistance. But alas! the one may be as near asthe
other!

Preaching at Mr. B.'s today, some, who had treated me with unkindness, were now affected
and wept much at the thoughts of parting. The word went with power to the hearts of many at Mr.
H.'son Tuesday; asit did also the next day at the widow I's; where they prevailed on me to tarry
all night and preach again for them on the Thursday, which | did. Here is a prospect of doing good,
and a preacher is acceptable; for they have no minister in the county, except onewho is
occasionaly hired at an extravagant rate. | explained something of our discipline and method of
support to Mr. P., and he seemed desirous that we should go among them.

November 1. After we had passed Southampton courthouse, we were stopped by one who
had an order from the committee to examine strangers. When we had given him an account of
ourselves, he treated us with great kindness, and invited us to dine with him, which we did.

Lord's day 5 Rode about ten milesto S Y's chapel and met brother G. S. My spirit was
much united to him, and our meeting was like that of Jonathan and David. We had alarge
congregation, and | was much comforted among them.

It isajust observation, that those matters which are the least disputed in religion are the
most essential and those who are most fond of controverted trifles have the least real religion.
Satan will help usto the shell if we will be satisfied without the kernel

Wednesday 23 After preaching | met with brother I. L. and Mr. K, who were on their way
to Portsmouth but could not pass the guards. Lord, help thy people to redeem their time, for the
days are evil. | see the necessity of living to God, and improving our present privileges.

What a noble and delightful employment is ours; to be nursing immorta soulsfor the
realms of eternal glory! And now and then we have the inexpressible comfort of: seeing a soul
depart in peace, triumphing over the power of death. Is there joy among the angels of God over one



sinner that repenteth; and is there not joy among them, over one soul that has finally escaped the
snare of the devil! Doubtless thereis; and we will participate of their joy. Lord, help me, in al
humility and love, in all purity and faithful obedience, to devote al my daysto thee; that | may
finally join al the glorious company of heaven, and praise thee eternally therel

Wednesday 20. | have now been twelve years a preacher, three yearsin alocal capacity,
and nine years in the traveling connection; about four years and eight months in England, and about
four years and four monthsin America.

Monday 25. Being Christmas-day, | preached from 1 Tim. i, 15, "Thisis afaithful saying,
and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.” My spirit was
at liberty, and we were much blessed both in preaching and class-meeting. Hitherto the Lord hath
helped me, both in soul and body, beyond my expectation. May | cheerfully do and suffer al his
will, endure to the end, and be eternally saved!

Wednesday 27. We have awful reports of daughter at Norfolk and the Great Bridge; but |
am at a happy distance from them, and my soul keeps close to Jesus Christ. And as we know not
what a day may bring forth, | can say with St. Paul, "For meto liveis Christ, but to dieis gain.

Lord'sday 31. Being the last day of the year, we held awatch-night at S. Y.'s chape,
beginning at six and ending at twelve o'clock. It was a profitable time, and we had much of the
power of God.

Monday, January 1, 1776. | am now entering on a new year, and am of late constantly
happy, feeling my heart much taken up with God, and hope thusto live and thus to die. Or if there
should be any ateration, may it be for the better, and not for the worse! Thisis my earnest desire
and prayer to God.

Wednesday 10. Mr. and Mrs. Jarratt met me at friend B.'s, and gave me along narrative of
agreat work under brother G. Shadford. We held awatch-night, and Mr. | and | stood about two
hours each. There appeared to be a great degree of divine power among the people.

Wednesday 23. | received aletter from Mr. T. H., informing me that he had administered
on brother W.'swill, and desiring me to pay attention to his affairs in these parts, and then to return
to Philadelphia by the first of March. Virginia pleases mein preference to all other places where |
have been; but | am willing to leave it at the call of Providence. We were much comforted together
a R. J'son Thursday; but the thought of having my mind taken up with brother W.'s affairs gives
me some concern. | want no temporal business of any kind.

No doubt but Satan is very active in promoting religious controversies. Many take a
controversia spirit for the spirit of religion; while others dispute away what little religion they
have. "Only by pride cometh contention. The wisdom that cometh from aboveis pure and
peaceable.”

Friday, Feb. 23. | set off for Philadel phia; and after meeting with various occurrences,
heavy rains, and much fatigue, reached L eesburg on Thursday, March 1st. On Friday my soul



seemed to fix again on its center, from which it had been measurably removed by avariety of
difficulties, and found sweet peace with God. A company of lively people attended theword at T.
A.'s, where | met with brother W. W. The attention of the audience was also much engaged on the
Lord's day at the court-house, while | discoursed with great affection and clearness of ideas. |
afterward visited a poor unhappy man imprisoned for murder, but found him very ignorant; though
he was brought under some concern before we parted. Left Leesburg on Monday 4, and, by the
good providence of God, arrived safe at Baltimore on Thursday; but found the people greatly
alarmed by the report of a man-of-war being near. Many of the inhabitants were moving out of
town. It was reported that the man-of-war was in the river, which excited the serious attention of
all the inhabitants; so that some were moving off; while others were getting under arms. Alas, for
fallen man! He fears his fellow-creatures, whose breath isin their nostrils, but fears not Him who
is able to destroy body and soul in hell. If fire and sword at a small distance can so alarm us, how
will poor impenitent sinners be aarmed when they find, by woeful experience, that they must drink
the wine of the wrath of God, poured out without mixture!

| received an affectionate letter from Mr. Wedley, and am truly sorry that the venerable man
ever dipped into the politics of America. My desireisto live in love and peace with all men, to do
them no harm, but all the good | can. However, it discovers Mr. Wesley's conscientious attachment
to the government under which he lived. Had he been a subject of America, no doubt but he would
have been as zealous an advocate of the American cause. But some inconsiderate persons have
taken occasion to censure the Methodists in America on account of Mr. Wesley's political
sentiments.

Tuesday 26. My soul was blessed with divine serenity and consolation. May | ever be able
to conduct myself with evangelical prudence, and so keep under my body, that | may always be the
temple of God, by his Spirit that dwelleth in me. The next day, also, my soul enjoyed the same
delightful sense of the divine favor, and was fixed on God as on its center, though in the midst of
tumult. Glory to God! | can leave all the little affairs of this confused world to those men to whose
province they pertain; and can comfortably go onin my proper business of instrumentally saving
my own soul and those that hear me.

Thursday, April 11. My soul was all on stretch for God both yesterday and today. |. B.
came to see me, and appeared to be in some distress. | prayed with him more than once, and he
roared out for very anguish of spirit. Instead of being surprised that an awakened sinner should
weep and cry aloud for mercy, we ought to be infinitely more surprised, that an unforgiven sinner
should manifest but little or no concern. If aman expected to lose al his property, and be put to
bodily torture, could he be unconcerned? But what is all this to the loss of God and heaven, and the
torture of unquenchable fire? Truly, if it were not for unbelief; we should see sinners on every side
weeping and roaring aloud both day and night.

A friend from New Y ork informed us that troops were raised and entrenchments made in
that city.

Wednesday 17. My soul loves God and al mankind, but I cannot please all men. However,
my conscience is void of offense both toward God and toward man. On Thursday we heard of a



skirmish between the Philadel phia fleet and the Glasgow man-of-war. What will be the end of
these things? Lord, think upon us for good, and show us mercy!

Saturday, May 18. My poor frame is much afflicted and shattered; but my mind isfull of
divine tranquillity, ardently desirous to submit to the providence of God with inflexible patience.
How amazing is the goodness of God! He raiseth up the best of friends, such aslove, for Christ's
sake, to show the kindest care for me in my affliction. Inasmuch as they have done it unto me, one
of the least of his servants, they have done it unto Christ. And may he crown their kindness with an
eternal reward. Was very unwell all the Lord's day, but my great desire to be at conference
induced me to make an attempt, on Monday, to travel. But by the time | had rode three miles, |
found if | traveled, it would be at the hazard of my life: and was therefore obliged to declineiit,
though the disappointment was very great. Let it be, Lord, not as | will, but as thou wilt!

Monday 28. Expecting the preachers were on their return from the conference, | appointed
preaching at my lodgings; but had to preach myself; to a small, attentive, tender company, and felt
much quickened in my own soul. At night brother H. arrived, and informed me that | was appointed
for Batimore; to which | cheerfully submit, though it seems to be against my bodily health.

Tuesday, June 25. 1. F., who has lately come from Virginia, gave me an agreeable account
of the glorious spreading of the work of God in Virginiaand North Carolina. The Lord isfulfilling
his promises, and pouring out his Holy Spirit on the people -- Satan is still busy in his attemptsto
disturb, if he cannot destroy me: but my soul stays, and waits, and hangs on God, who makes me
more than conqueror over al the assaults of the enemy.

Tuesday, July 16. My body complains of so much traveling, for which it is amost
incompetent. But the Spirit of the Lord is the support and comfort of my soul. | was thrown out of
my chaise the next day, but was providentialy kept from being much hurt. When we came to
Hagerstown, it seemed asif Satan was the chief ruler there. The people were very busy in
drinking, swearing, drumming, &c., &c. My mind was disburdened and much comforted after | had
delivered myself from Mark 1, 16, though it seemed to answer but little purpose with the people. It
is one thing for the preacher to do his duty, and ancther thing for the audience to do theirs.

Minera Springs. By the blessing of God, my body began to feel the benefit of the waters.
May the Lord bless these means for the entire restoration of my health! and in all my ways may |
acknowledge him, and ever study to serve him with al | have, and al | am! Reading the lives of
Haiburton, Walsh, and De Renty, has had a great tendency to quicken my soul. Our not growing in
graceis seldom for the want of knowledge concerning our duty; but generally for want of using
proper means to bring the knowledge we have into spiritua use. Our dull spirits must have line
upon line, and precept upon precept.

Friday 26. My confidence was strong in the Lord, and accompanied with sweet
consolation. My company and myself were quickened in our own souls, by adiligent use of the
means, and the hearts of several others were under some religious impressions. But the zealous
conversation and prayers of Mr. Gough seem to move and melt the hearts of the people more than
my preaching does. Lord, send by whom thou wilt: only send to the conviction and salvation of
immortal souls. | have found both reproof and instruction in reading the life of Mr. Walsh. At this



time Christisall in al to me. My heart is sweetly occupied by his gracious Spirit. But alas! | am
not watchful enough to keep up the spirit of prayer.

Monday 29. My present mode of conduct is as follows -- to read about a hundred pages a
day; usualy to pray in public five times a day; to preach in the open air every other day; and to
lecture in prayer-meeting every evening. And if it werein my power, | would do a thousand times
as much for such a gracious and blessed Master. But in the midst of al my little employments, |
feel myself as nothing, and Christ to meisall inall.

Wednesday 31. We had a happy, powerful meeting in the evening at Mr. G.'s. But my mind
isin some degree disturbed by the reports of battles and slaughters. It seems the Cherokee Indians
have a so begun to break out, and the English ships have been coasting to and fro, watching for
some advantages. but what can they expect to accomplish without an army of two or three hundred
thousand men? And even then, there would be but little prospect of their success. O that this
dispensation might answer its proper end! that the people would fear the Lord, and sincerely
devote themselvesto his service! Then, no doubt, wars and bloodshed would cease.

Thursday, Aug. 8. Met with aman today who came from a place about eighteen miles from
the Springs. He never heard a Methodist before, nor saw one; yet he appeared to be a Methodist in
principle, experience, and practice. He was brought to the knowledge of himself and of God, by
the means of sore afflictions of body, prayer, and reading. Thus we see the L ord works where, and
in what manner he pleases. My spirit has been much united to the faithful people of God of every
denomination, and at thistime | felt a spirit of unity with Mr. H., a German minister, though the
Germans in general who dwell in these parts seem very insensible to the things of God. On
Thursday night we had a mixed company of Germans and English; Mr. H. preached in German and
| in English. Our exercisesin the evening were as usua. Many have been much affected lately
under the word which | have delivered from time to time for God.

Monday 12. | rode seventeen miles to see a saint indeed -- a woman confined to her bed
for fifteen years, and quite happy in the love of God, though she had never seen a Methodist, or any
other truly religious people. Where are the free-thinkers? Is this priestcraft? How can that be
priestcraft which no priest ever had a hand in? No; thisisthe effect of divine power and goodness:
and soisal real, heart-felt religion. But if poor impenitent sinnerswill not give all diligenceto
know the comfort of enjoying religion, they will, they must, though much against their will, know,
in due time, the misery of rejecting it. After | had preached, with some divine assistance, to about
one hundred people collected from the country parts around, we returned and had a comfortable
time in our evening meeting. The house in which we live, at the Springs, is not the most agreeable:
the size of it istwenty feet by sixteen; and there are seven beds and sixteen persons therein, and
some noisy children. So | dwell among briars and thorns; but my soul isin peace.

Tuesday 13. | found the parson had been encouraging the gentlemen to oppose me, and
intimating that it was very improper to permit me to preach. My soul is among lions, but the God of
Danidl iswith me. | attempted to preach in the day, but my mind was shut up; though my spirit was
revived in the evening lecture. Isit strange to see a priest conducting a persecution against the
people of God? When did a persecution take place in which men of that character had no hand?



But although Satan may be permitted to transform himself into an angel of light for a season; yet he
will not always have his own way in this matter.

Friday 23. | had some serious conversation with a Quaker, on the subject of the Holy
Scriptures as the grand criterion of al inward and outward religion. But to deny this, isto oppose
the present dictates of the Holy Ghost to its former dictates; which would be a most dangerous
absurdity. How strange, how presumptuous, to exalt the dignity of modern speakers beyond that of
the prophets and apostles, who spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost, and have given us a
sure word of prophecy, whereunto we do well that we take heed! 2 Pet. i, 19. But we must come to
the law and to the testimony; if they speak not according to thisword, it is because there is no light
in them. Isaiah viii, 20. We are sure that the sacred Scriptures are of God; and we are as sure, if
any man speak contrary to them, he is not of God.

Lord's day, September 1. Alas! we hear of bloodshed and slaughter. Many immortal souls
are driven to eternity by the bloody sword. Thisisagrief to my soul! Lord, scatter them that
delight in war, and thirst for human blood? It iswell for the righteous that thisis not their home.
No: they are blessed with a pacific spirit, and are bound for a kingdom of peace, where

"No horrid alarm of war

Shall break our eternal repose

No sound of the trumpet is there
Where Jesus's Spirit o'erflows,
Appeased by the charms of thy grace,
We all shall in amity join,

And kindly each other embrace,

And love with a passion like thine."

Friday 13. | cameto Mr. G.'s, and met with brother I. M., from New Y ork, who brought
painful accounts of bloodshed and daughter.

Tuesday, Nov. 12. We held our quarterly meeting. We had a very solemn time at the
love-feast, in which many spoke freely and feelingly of what God had done for their souls. After
the preaching was ended and the temporal business all settled, we then laid a plan for regulating
the public exercises of the local preachers; and concluded the whole in much love and good order.
But these public times interrupt my private devotions and communion with God. It would be very
disagreeableto live so always.

| was informed that the American and English armies were cannonading within a mile of
each other, near New Rochelle. How much better would it be for mankind to "seek peace and
pursueit!”

Thursday, January 2,1777. My soul has had to wrestle with principalities and powers; but
by the grace of God, in obstinately resisting the tempter, | have come off more than conqueror, and
am now in peace.



Tuesday 21. A messenger from Mr. G.'s met me at the widow B.'s, in forming me that Mr.
R___aand Mr. G. S. were there waiting to see me. After preaching | set out, and met my brethren
the same night, and found them inclined to leave America, and embark for England. But | had
before resolved not to depart from the work on any consideration. After some consultation, it was
thought best that Mr. R___ashould goto Mr. R___n and request his attendance here. On Thursday

brother S. preached a very argumentative and melting sermon.

Monday, Feb. 10. | went to the quarterly meeting and met with brother R aand brother

R_n.Inour love-feast several people were happy, but my mind was under a cloud and some
severe exercises. However, | earnestly desire an increase of patience, and communion with God.
O my Lord, scatter every cloud, and cause thy face to shine with beams of divine love upon my

soul!

Saturday 15. | have been reading some of both Greek and Hebrew: but my soul longeth to
feel more deadness to every thing but God, and an increase of spiritua light, life, and love. | now
parted with dear brother G. S.

Thursday, March 26. | received aletter from brother S., intimating that, according to rule,
the time was drawing near for usto return. But St. Paul's ruleis, that our spiritual children should
bein our hearts, to live and die with them. 2 Cor. vii, 3. Then doubtless we should be willing to
suffer affliction with them. May the Lord give me wisdom sufficient to direct me in this and every
intricate case!

On Monday | was under some exercise of mind in respect to the times: my brethren are
inclined to leave the continent, and | do not know but something may be propounded to me which
would touch my conscience; but my determination is to trust in God, and be satisfied if the souls of
my fellow-men are saved.

Wednesday, April 2. Having received information that some of my brethren had determined
on their departure, | wrote to brother S., that aslong as | could stay and preach without injuring my
conscience, it appeared to be my duty to abide with the flock. But I must confess Satan has
harassed me with violent and various temptations. However, my dependence is on the Lord, that he
will aways enable me to do what is right in the sight of God and man.

Saturday 5. Much temptation has urged me to much prayer: so that | have lately retired as
often as ten or twelve times a day to call upon my God. When the tempter finds that his violent
assaults only drive us nearer to God, perhaps he will not be so malicioudly officious.

Monday 7. Satan seemed determined, if possible, to distract, if he could not destroy me --
even blasphemous thoughts have been darted into my imagination. But | know where my helpisto
be found. Let our imaginations be ever so horrid, and haunt us ever so frequently, provided we
hate them, and constantly resist them, they are not imputed to us: but we may still rejoice in God in
the midst of them al. "It is enough for the servant to be as his Lord, who was in al points tempted
like as we are, yet without sin." Glory to God, he hath promised that "we shall not be tempted
above that we are able," (though sometimes it may be to the extent of our ability,) "but will with
the temptation also make away to escape, that we may be able to bear it,” 1 Cor. X, 13.



Monday, May 12. Set out for our yearly conference, and having preached at Mr. P.'s by the
way, came safe to Mr. G.'s, and was glad to see the preachers who were there. We had some
weighty conversation on different points. and among other things, it was asked whether we could
give our consent that Mr. H. should baptize, as there appeared to be a present necessity. But it was
objected that this would be a breach of our discipline; and it was not probable that things would
continue long in such a disordered state. The next day, with great harmony and joint consent, we
drew arough draught for stationing the preachers the ensuing year. And on Friday we conversed on
the propriety of signing certificates avouching good conduct for such of the preachers as chose to
go to Europe. But | could not see the propriety of it at thistime. We aso conversed on such rules
as might be proper for the regulation of the preachers who abide on the continent. And it was
judged necessary that a committee should be appointed to superintend the whole. And on Monday
we rode together to attend the conference at Deer Creek.

So greatly has the Lord increased the number of traveling preachers within these few years,
that we have now twenty-seven who attend the circuits, and twenty of them were present at this
conference. Both our public and private business was conducted with great harmony, peace, and
love. Our brethren who intend to return to Europe have agreed to stay till the way is quite open. |
preached on the charge which our Lord gave his apostles, "Behold, | send you forth as sheep in the
midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves.” Our conference ended
with alove-feast and watch-night. But when the time of parting came, many wept asif they had lost
their first-born sons. They appeared to be in the deepest distress, thinking, as | suppose, they
should not see the faces of the English preachers any more. Thiswas such a parting as| never saw
before. Our conference has been a great time, a season of uncommon affection. And we must
acknowledge that God has directed, owned, and blessed usin the work. A certificate, as
mentioned above, had been acceded to, and signed in the conference.

Monday, July 21,1777. Heard Mr. Rankin preach hislast sermon. My mind was alittle
degjected; and | now felt some desire to return to England, but was willing to commit the matter to
the Lord.

Friday 25. We kept our general fast as appointed by conference; and my soul was enabled
to cast dl itslittle cares, both spiritual and temporal, on Him that careth for me. May the Lord
direct me how to act, so asto keep myself alwaysin the love of God! | have lately been reading an
account of Theodosius and his Sons, with several of the ancient fathers; which al'so communicates
much information relative to the Eastern and Western empires for about three hundred years. So
long was idolatry and Arianism kept out of the church of Christ. And while Chrysostom was
bishop, an Arian church was burnt at Constantinople. But since that time, absolute, unconditional
predestination has made its way into the church, which nullifies all laws, human and divine: for if
men cannot do otherwise than they do, why should any law inflict punishment for their crimes?
Must quadrupeds be punished because they do not fly? How easily might men, believing this
doctrine, ascribe their envy, malice, and most cruel inclinations, to the effect of divine
predestination; and conclude that their most malignant dispositions were eternally decreed; and
therefore not to be conquered but complied with, though they should produce the most pernicious
and destructive consequences in human society.



Tuesday 29. The Lord discovered to my view a greater depth of holiness, and my soul
thirsted for it. I met with brother H., who had been to Virginia, but having some scruples of
conscience about taking the test oath, was obliged to return. May the Lord direct us all how to
pursue the most wise and prudent measures!

Monday, Aug. 25. My soul confided in God, but was sweetly distressed with an ardent
desire for more complete holiness. | have lately read Walker's Sermons with much pleasure. We
had an awful storm this evening at nine o'clock. The thunder, lightning, and sweeping winds, were
al in great commotion. With reverence | turned my mind on the dread majesty and power of God,
who, by the eementsin which we live, contends with man. Such a scene as this was enough to
strike the boldest sinner with terror, and make him even shudder at a wicked thought. And how
dare wicked men sin at any time before a God so terrible? Is he less present at one time than
another? No, verily! But they desire not the knowledge of God. Their surprise must be great
beyond all expression, when disembodied they suddenly find themselves, by woeful experience,
acquainted with nothing pertaining to their offended God, but his inexorable justice and vengeful
power; of which the awful scenes we now behold in the contending elements are but a faint
resemblance. Then how much better isit to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy
the pleasures of sin for a season!

"Happy the man whose hopes rely

On lsradl's God; he made the sky,

And earth, and seas, with al their train
His truth for ever stands secure

He saves the oppressd, he feeds the poor,
And none shalt find his promise vain."

Monday, Sept. 15. We have great commotions on every side. But in the midst of war, the
Lord keeps my soul in peace.

Monday 22. | met with brother G. Shadford, who informed me that my brethren, Mr. Rankin
and Mr. Rodda, had |eft the continent. So we are left dlone. But | leave mysdlf in the hand of God,
relying on his good providence to direct and protect us; persuaded that nothing will befall me, but
what shall conduce to his glory and my benefit.

Monday, Oct. 13. Commotions and troubles surrounded me without, but the peace of God
filled my soul within. We seemed to be in astrait; but my heart trusted in the Lord. These
distressing times have lately induced many people to pay a more diligent attention to the things of
God. So | have hopes that these temporal troubles will prepare the way for spiritual blessings.

Thursday, Jan. 1, 1778. Though the weather has been very cold for several days, | have had
to ride, sometimes a considerable distance, and preach every day. Thisday | preached afuneral
sermon on the death of the daughter of her who was buried last Friday. My text was, " Thisyear
thou shalt die." Death, like a cruel conqueror, spareth none on whom he seizeth; but sendeth them
to the shades of eternity, without respect to age or condition!



Friday 2. | experienced much of the love of Jesus Christ shed abroad in my heart; and,
through his meritorious mediation, found a delightful nearnessto God. In. deed, | have found great
happiness during this Christmas season, and have endeavored to redeem my time by diligent
industry. May the Lord keep me steadfast and faithful to the end, and bless me with an abiding
witness that | love him with al my heart!

Wednesday, Feb. 19. | set my face unto the Lord God, to seek by prayer and supplications,
with fasting. And although brother S. had manifested a desire to leave the continent, he now agreed
to abide in the country with me awhile longer.

Thursday, March 5, my time was chiefly spent in prayer and reading Flavell's and Hartley's
Works; though no book is equal to the Bible. | have aso received much instruction and great
blessings of late in reading Mr. Wesley's Works. There is a certain spirituality in his Works,
which | can find in no other human compositions. And a man who has any taste for true piety, can
scarce read afew pagesin the writings of that great divine, without imbibing a greater relish for
the pure and simple religion of Jesus Christ, which is therein so scripturally and rationally
explained and defended.

On Tuesday 10 G. Shadford left me for England. However, | was easy, for the Lord was
with me. And if he will be with me, and bring me to my Father's house in peace, he shall be my
God for ever. Yea, let him do with me as seemeth good in his sight; only let him not take his Holy
Spirit from me, and he shall be mine, and | will be his, in time and through eternity.

Friday 13. | was under some heaviness of mind. But it was no wonder -- three thousand
miles from home -- my friends have |left me -- | am considered by some as an enemy of the country
-- every day liable to be seized by violence, and abused. However, all thisis but atrifle to suffer
for Christ, and the salvation of souls. Lord, stand by me!

Monday 16. | applied myself to the Greek and Latin Testament; but thisis not to me like
preaching the gospel. However, when a man cannot do what he would, he must do what he can.

Wednesday 18. To make the best of my timein this partia confinement, | have attended
closely to my studies, spent some time in instructing the children, and intend to lecture frequently in
the family. Thisday | received information that brother W. was cast into prison at Annapolis.

On Monday | met with brother C__x, and sent him into the upper circuit, intending myself
to abide here for a season till the storm is abated.

Friday 27. The grace of God is a sufficient support, while | bear the reproach of men, and
am rewarded with evil for al the good which | have done, and desired to do for mankind. | want
for no temporal convenience, and endeavor to improve my time by devotion and study; but all this
cannot give full satisfaction, while it is not in my power to labor more for God in seeking the
salvation of souls. But | am strongly persuaded that divine Providence will bring about a change
before long.



Thursday, April 2. This night we had a scene of trouble in the family. My friend, Mr. T.
White, was taken away, and hiswife and family left in great distress of mind. The next day | sought
the interposition of God by fasting and prayer.

Tuesday 7. My soul was kept in peace; and | spent much of my timein reading the Bible
and the Greek Testament. Surely God will stand by and deliver me! | have none other on whom |
can depend. And he knows with what intention and for what purpose | came into this distant and
strange land, and what little | have suffered for his cause. At night areport was spread which
inclined me to think it would be most prudent for me to move the next day. Accordingly | set out
after dinner, and lay in a swamp till about sunset; but was then kindly taken in by afriend. My soul
has been greatly humbled and blessed under these difficulties, and | thought myself like some of the
old prophets, who were concealed in times of public distress.

Thursday 9. | promised God, that if he would lift me up, | would be wholly his, and spend
as much time in returning thanks as | have spent in seeking his protection, which has been some
part of every hour. My soul has been much comforted in reading J. Allein€'s Letters, which he
wrotein prison. | felt strong confidence in God, that he would deliver me; being conscious that |
sought neither riches nor honor; and that what | suffered was for the sake of his spiritual church,
and the salvation of my fellow-men. | was informed that brother J. Hartley was apprehended last
Lord's day in Queen Ann. May the Lord strengthen and support him, while he suffers for
righteousness sake. He shall be faithfully remembered by me in my addresses to the throne of
grace. Thisevening | was called upon to visit a person in distress of mind; and the Lord gave him
rest for his soul. Perhaps Providence cast my lot in this place for the assistance of this man.

Saturday 11. God was my portion, and my soul rested in him. But | was a aloss to know
what to do: my time was useless in respect to others; though | carefully improved it for my own
spiritua advantage, which, for some years past, had been in a degree neglected, on account of my
great attention to the souls of others. And | know not what to determine, whether to deliver myself
into the hands of men, to embrace the first opportunity to depart, or to wait till Providence shall
further direct. The reason of this retirement was as follows. From March 10, 1778, on
conscientious principles | was anon juror, and could not preach in the state of Maryland; and
therefore withdrew to the Delaware state, where the clergy were not required to take the state
oath: though, with a clear conscience, | could have taken the oath of the Delaware state, had it been
required; and would have doneit, had | not been prevented by atender fear of hurting the
scrupulous consciences of others. Saint Paul saith, " When ye sin so against the brethren, and
wound their weak conscience, ye sin against Christ,” 1 Cor. viii, 12.

Friday 17. Being Good Friday, | devoted myself to fasting and prayer. How many such
days have | spent in addressing large congregations on the mournful subject of our Lord's
crucifixion; but am now deprived of the privilege of making a public improvement of the day. |
must sit down and weep, when | remember Zion, and the years of God's right hand. O! how | long
to see his goings in the sanctuary, as in times past! Return, O Lord, to the many thousands of Isradl,
and cause us to regjoice according to the days in which we have seen trouble! | now enjoy a
favorable opportunity of taking a circumstantial review of my past life. But alas! how am |
ashamed, and covered with blushing before God. My soul is bowed in awful reverence and
melting humility before the mercy-seat. My intention has been pure, asfar as| can judge; but on



account of my imperfections, if there were no Mediator, there could be no hope of mercy. But,
blessed be God, | can come with humble boldness to the throne of grace, knowing " that we have a
High Priest that can be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; who was in all points tempted
like as we are, yet without sin”. | hope to learn obedience by the things | suffer; and walk more
watchfully and piously before God for the time to come.

Wednesday 29. Ventured to leave my asylum; and, under the specia providence of God,
came safe to my old abode; where | purpose spending these perilous days in retirement, devotion,
and study. | want for nothing but more holiness, and wonder at the love and care of almighty God
toward such adead dog as | am. My spirit was greatly comforted by Psalm cvi, 10, "He saved
them from the hand of him that hated them; and redeemed them from the hand of the enemy."

Saturday, May 16. It may be observed that two of our preachers have been apprehended,
rather than do violence to conscience; and the men by whom they were both taken were
dangeroudly wounded within afew weeks after they had laid hands upon them. | am now resigned
to my confinement, and am persuaded that God, by his providence, will show me when and which
way to go.

Monday 18. My spirit was oppressed by heavy temptations. The preachers and people
began to convene for the quarterly meeting which was to begin the next day.

Tuesday 19 Brother C__ x began our quarterly meeting, and then | preached, with tender
sensibility and warm affection, a humiliation sermon on Jodl ii, 16, 17, 18, "Gather the people,
sanctify the congregation, assemble the elders, gather the children, and those that suck the breasts:
let the bridegroom go forth of his chamber, and the bride out of her closet. Let the priests, the
ministers of the Lord, weep between the porch and the atar, and let them say, Spare thy people, O
Lord, and give not thine heritage to reproach; that the heathen should rule over them: wherefore
should they say among the people, Where is their God? Then will the Lord be jealous for hisland,
and pity his people.” The hearts of the people. were greatly melted under the word: and the power
of the Lord was with us in the afternoon also. We were quiet and undisturbed; and | hope the word
will take root in the hearts of some who were present. On Wednesday there was so much company
about me, that | could not keep in my usual and desirable track of walking with God.

Friday 29. | spent much of the forenoon in prayer, and read through the book of Job: but
was sorely tempted by the devil. My spiritual trials have been heavier and more grievous of late,
than | have ever experienced beforein al the course of my pilgrimage. They seem to indicate to
me, that | shall lose my soul, or lose my life, or live for some peculiar usefulness in the church of
Chrigt.

Saturday, July 17. | laid aplan for myself to travel and preach nine daysin two weeks.
This was one step toward my former regularity in what appears to me as my duty, my element, and
my delight. On the Lord's day | met a class in the morning, and then preached twice, with
earnestness and affection, to large, attentive, and serious congregations. My spirit was afterward
refreshed in the company of some of my old friends.



Dreams may arise from various causes,; and even diabolical impressions may sometimes
resemble those made by the Spirit of God. And it is evident that all such impressions as have a
tendency to effect divisions, to interrupt the peace of the church, to draw us off from any revealed
duty, or to make us contented in alukewarm and carel ess state, cannot come from God, because
they are contrary to the reveaed dictates of the Holy Spirit; and the Spirit of truth cannot contradict
itself. Therefore al impressions, dreams, visions, & c., should be brought to the standard of the
Holy Scriptures, and if they do not perfectly correspond therewith, they should be rejected.

October 4. At present there is but a small prospect of my being permitted to preach long in
thisland, with a clear conscience. But to defile the conscience, would be doing evil that good may
come; which | look upon as a dangerous, yea, adiabolica sentiment; and therefore can never think
of indulging it. My conscience must be kept void of offense toward God, as well astoward man. |
am desirous to do what | can for the salvation of the immortal souls which inhabit America; but if
Providence should permit men to prevent me, then | am clear, and must |abor where the door is

open.

Thursday, Nov. 19. Having had much time on my hands, | have endeavored to improveit by
enriching my understanding with religious knowledge, and by frequent, earnest prayer to Almighty
God, that he may enrich my heart with al the graces of his Holy Spirit. | have lately read through
the first volume of Doddridge's paraphrase, and am now waiting for sufficient health, and a proper
opportunity, to turn out and labor in the field, which is white for harvest. But das! | cannot think
that | grow in grace as | increase in knowledge. Come, dear Lord, come quickly into my panting
soul, and by thy gracious beams transform my whole soul into thy divine likeness, that | may shine
in al theimage of Christ Jesus!

Dr. D.'scritical notes and improvements are excellent, instructive, and beautiful; well
calculated for forming the minds of young preachers; to prevent wild and unwarrantable
expositions, such as some are apt to give. He must have been a man of extensive reading and
learning.

Lord'sday -- 22. Some souls were affected while | was preaching on 1 Cor. vi, 19, 20; and
in class-meeting the members of society were greatly quickened. But it is matter of lamentation to
me, that | do not glorify God more perfectly. On Monday | read D.'s paraphrase, and admire his
spirit, sense, and ingenuity; though | disagree with him in respect to the unconditional perseverance
of saints. That this doctrine has a pernicious influence on the conduct of many, is beyond al doubt.
And aman must live much above his principles, to be diligent and faithful, under the persuasion of
such a stupefying and dangerous sentiment.

Friday, Dec. 18. | am not altogether what | wish to be, and am much tempted by Satan;
nevertheless the Lord is my portion and my support. My labors are still in some measure
circumscribed, so that | generally preach or exhort but about three times aweek. Lord, let not my
weakness, timidity, or unfaithfulness, provoke thee to lay me aside as a broken instrument, as fit
for little or no service! But for twenty months before these troublesome times fully came, | foresaw
the probability of them, and was much stirred up to rely upon God, and prepare for the worst.
There is now an appointment for me to go to Kent, in Delaware, and my hope is, that the Lord will
fortify and bless me in my labors.



Lord'sday 20. After preaching at L.'s, | returned and lectured at T W.'s: and on Monday
saw brother W___n, who informed me of the prosperity of the work, which far exceeds my
expectation. Although the laborers are driven from place to place, yet it seemsthe Lord will help
usin hisown way and time.

January 1, 1779. A living miracle of divine mercy, | am brought to the beginning of another
year. How many of my friends are gone to eternity the past year, while | am spared amid
temptations and afflictions of various kinds! | humbly hope, upon the whole, | am more spiritua;
but O how unfruitful and unprofitable. This year seems to open with forebodings of uncommon
distress. Lord, prepare me for every event of thy providence.

Upon mature reflection, | do not repent my late voluntary retirement in the state of
Delaware. Notwithstanding all my afflictions and fears, | entertain a hope, that after the people
have been tried and humbled by their present calamities, the Lord will yet visit and bless them
with spiritua light, purity, and consolation. Already | am informed that there is a gracious work
going on in Sussex, in Delaware, and in Accomack and Northampton counties, in Virginia.

Thursday 28. We had tidings of great troublesin the south aswell as the north. The
gathering cloud seemed to lower and threaten with great severity. O my God | am thine: and all the
faithful are thine. Mercifully interpose for the deliverance of our land, and for the eternal salvation
of al that put their trust in thee. At present my way is measurably hedged in by Providence; but the
time may come when | shall be useful in the church of Christ. Thiswould afford me more
satisfaction than all the riches of the East, with al the pomp and grandeur of empires, and al the
pleasures that can gratify both the imagination and the flesh.

Feb. 1. Thisday our quarterly meeting began, and my heart was expanded in preaching to
about seven hundred people, on Heb. ii, 2. | entertain great hopes that we shall be a gracious
revival of religion. The Lord knoweth that, next to my own salvation, thisis my chief concern, and
all my interest in America, or in the whole world: | desireto live only for this.

Monday, March 1. | have of late, for the most part, had liberty in preaching, and the Spirit
of the Lord has been with me: and from my various and peculiar exercises, | am strongly
impressed with a persuasion that the Lord is preparing me for future services. But alas! what cause
for shame, on account of my great unfaithfulness. This present life may be well compared to a
tempestuous ocean: sometimes the fair wind of prosperity blows afresh gale; at other timesthe
cross wind of adversity rages and threatens a hurricane. How difficult it is, in the midst of such
opposing diversity, to pay proper attention to the divine compass, and still pursue the right course.

On Friday | wasinclined to believe, that the night before the Lord had re-sanctified my
soul. It afforded me much comfort; and | was ready to conclude it had been so for many years past,
if I had maintained and believed it. But | fear | have been too dack in urging both myself and
others diligently to seek the experience of this great and blessed gift. May the Lord help me from
thistime to live free from outward and inward sin, ways maintainin