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PREFACE



Very soon after the death of Mr. Garrettson it was made known to me by the bereaved
widow, that he had expressed a desire that herself and daughter and myself should take the charge
of his papers, and make such adisposition of them as we might consider to be fit and right.

After taking a cursory survey of them, it was resolved that Mrs. Garrettson and her
daughter should first examine them, make such alterations or emendations as they might think
expedient, and transmit them to me to be prepared for publication in the manner I might judge most
suitable and proper.

Whatever reluctance | might feel to undertake atask so delicate, | could not refuse to
comply with areguest coming from one to whom | felt myself under many obligations for numerous
tokens of his friendship, backed as it was by the wishes of his bereaved widow and daughter, and
more especially as he had, previoudly to his death, frequently suggested the same thing to me.

It is generally known that Mr. Garrettson published an account of his experience and
travelsin the year 1791. This account embraces a period of about thirty-nine years of his natural
life, and sixteen of his spiritual pilgrimage. To this printed journal he had appended several
manuscript notes. These, which appear to have been written near the close of hislife, give amore
detailed account of some of the incidents glanced at in his printed journal. They have been
carefully examined, and such parts of them as were considered most important, either to throw
additional light on his history, or to make the incidents more interesting and useful, have been
incorporated in the present memoir.

The original manuscript journal of histravelsin Nova Scotia, and in some parts of the
United States after his return from that province, was, likewise consulted, and collated with the
printed journa asfar asit extended with some letters from his friends in that country, his
correspondence with Mr. Wesley, Dr. Coke, Mr. Asbury, and others, together with some anecdotes
furnished by his pious daughter. From these documents several extracts have been made, some
entire letters inserted, and after collating his printed and manuscript journas, it was found
expedient, in order to make the narrative the more complete, to weave the two together.

During some periods of hislife, Mr. Garrettson, it appears, either made no record of his
exercises and labors, or did not preserve it. These chasms have been filled up either from the
records of the Church, from information furnished by a member of the family, or from my own
recollection.

In giving an account of his early experience, and some of the first years of hislaborsin the
"ministry of reconciliation,” | thought it most advisable to give it chiefly in his own words, as
thereby the genuine sentiments of his heart, the exercises of his mind, and the blessing of God upon
his labors, would be the more accurately and forcibly expressed, -- reserving to myself, however,
the privilege of adding aword or sentence to make the sense clearer, and substituting one word for
another, without either atering the meaning or changing the style.

From the month of March, 1824, to June, 1826, he kept a very regular account of the
manner in which he employed histime. That the reader might see the influence of pure religion on
the heart and conduct of a man who had been for so many years devoted to the service of God, and



who expected so soon to appear in the presence of his Judge, | have made copious extracts from
this part of hisjournal; and | humbly trust that they will tend to make that religion which shone so
steadily and brightly in the life of Mr. Garrettson, appear above all other things the most desirable
and necessary.

For the account of his remaining days, of hislast sickness, and of his death, | am indebted
partly to information received from Mrs. Garrettson and other friends who attended him in those
solemn moments, and partly to my own knowledge.

These are the materials from which the following memoir has been compiled. It has been
my endeavor to furnish the reader with afaithful narration of the incidents of hislife, and of the
various transactions in which he was engaged, as well as to exhibit an exact portraiture of Mr.
Garrettson both in his private exercises and public labors. Though the critical reader will
doubtless discover many defects, it is hoped not more than may find a reasonable apology from the
circumstances under which | have performed my task. Other duties have had an imperious claim on
my time and attention, and necessarily prevented my bestowing that labor on the work which
otherwise | might have done.

| have only to say in conclusion, that should the reader find his faith in God confirmed, his
love to him and desire to be more entirely devoted to his service increased by reading this
narration of the many instances of the displays of Divine providence and grace in behalf of a
fellow being, -- as| cannot but think will be the case, -- he will add another testimony in favor of
the utility of Christian biography, and the writer will feel that he has "not labored in vain, nor spent
his strength for naught,” in furnishing to the surviving friends of Mr. Garrettson, and to the Church
generaly, thisimperfect account of his experience and labors, and of his triumphant entry into the
world of spirits.

N. Bangs
New York, August 1, 1829

* * * * * * *

ADVERTISEMENT TO THE THIRD EDITION

The chief improvements introduced into this third edition of Mr. Garrettson's life, consist
in some verba corrections, in rectifying the orthography of afew proper names, supplying, so far
as they could be ascertained, the full names of persons where the initials only had been employed,
and also by inserting the dates at the head of the pages, which, in former editions, were found only
in the body of the work.

The rapid sale of thiswork, -- this third edition being called for in less than two years from
the publication of the first, -- encourages the biographer to hope that it has been of usetoits
readers, which is the only compensation he receives or seeks either in compiling or revising the
work, as whatever profits may have been realized, or may hereafter be realized from the sale,
belong to the General Book Concern of the Methodist Episcopal Church.



New Y ork, March 10, 1832.
DEDICATION
TO MRS. CATHARINE GARRETTSON

Madam, -- To whom can | so appropriately dedicate this account of one endeared to you by
S0 many ties, asto yourself; who for so long atime knew and appreciated his worth, enjoyed his
society, and now so sincerely mourn your |0ss? May that benignant Being, who so mercifully
supported and directed your late excellent and venerable husband through along life, and finally
gave him such a complete victory over death, spread around you the wing of his mercy, and safely
conduct you to "glory and immortality."
With Christian affection,
| am your humble servant,
Nathan Bangs
New York, August 1, 1829
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INTRODUCTION

Mr. Garrettson was, among the earliest Methodist preachers that were raised up in
America. Being active and zeal ous from the commencement of his ministerial career, hislife and
labors are intimately connected with the rise and progress of Methodism in this country, and his
name will therefore ever be associated with those self-denying men who were instrumental in
beginning and carrying forward that blessed work of God which has since spread so rapidly and



extensvely over this continent. On this account, it may not be amiss to introduce him to the notice
of the reader by a sketch of the commencement of the work in this country.

Thefirst Methodist society in Americawas formed, in the city of New Y ork, in the year
1766, by afew emigrants from Ireland. About the same time, however, that Mr. Philip Embury and
his associates were laying the foundation for such permanent good in this city, a similar society
was formed in Frederick county, Maryland, through the instrumentality of Mr. Strawbridge, another
local preacher from Ireland.

Those obscure emigrants, having been connected with the Methodists in their own country,
and having tasted of the comforts of religion, not finding on their arrival here spiritual associates
with whom they could "take sweet counsel,” were induced to assemble by themselvesin a private
room. Here, by the earnest entreaties of Mrs. Hick, a pious matron, Mr. Embury very reluctantly
commenced preaching the doctrines of the Gospel as taught by the Rev. John Wedey, and God
blessed his labors. Some, indeed, have denominated Captain Webb the founder of Methodismin
America. This| believe to be amistake. Though he might have been in America before Mr.
Embury and his associates arrived, we have no authentic account of his preaching, much less of his
attempting to form a society, until after Mr. Embury began in New Y ork. To ascertain the truth in
respect to whom this honor belongs, the writer took much pains some years since by conversing
with several of the aged members of the society, al of whom have since been called to their
reward in heaven, who distinctly remembered the first rise of the society, and took a grateful
delight in rehearsing the circumstances attending its formation and progress.

But though Capt. Webb, who was a converted soldier attached to the British army, which
was at that time stationed in Albany, may not be considered the founder of Methodism in this
country, he was one of its most zeal ous and successful promoters. Hearing of the society in New
Y ork, and of the difficulties with which they had to contend, he came to their assistance,
introduced himself to Mr. Embury, and appeared before the assembly in his military costume as a
preacher of righteousness. To behold amilitary officer in, the character of an ambassador of Jesus
Christ was a matter of no small surprise to the citizens who attended the meetings: but when they
heard his addresses in the name of his divine Master, coming, asthey did, warm from a heart
inflamed with the love of God, their curiosity was exchanged for a conviction of the truth, and a
surrender of the heart to God.

In consequence of an increased attention to the word preached by Mr. Embury, and Capt.
Webb, the room in which they assembled became too small. They therefore hired arigging loft in
William Street which they fitted up for a place of worship. Here they continued for atime to build
"each other up in their most holy faith.” While Mr. Embury remained in the city, working with his
hands for aliving, and preaching to the people on Sabbath, attending prayer meetings, &c, Capt.
Webb made excursions upon Long Island, where he preached Jesus Christ unto the people with
peculiar energy and effect.

It was not long, however, before the rigging loft in William Street was found too small to
accommodate all who wished to assemble with them. To remedy this inconvenience, they began to
think serioudly about building chapel. To this undertaking, however, there were many difficulties.
The members of the society were mostly poor, few in number, and but little known among the



wealthy and influential portion of the citizens. Being encouraged, however, by the exhortations of
Mrs. Hick, awoman of deep piety and great intrepidity of mind, they made an effort to erect a
house for the Lord. Meeting with more favor than they had anticipated, they finally succeed in
purchasing some lots in John Street, on which they built a house, 60 feet by 42, in the year 1768,
caling it, in honor of the founder of Methodism, WESLEY CHAPEL. While this house wasin
progress, T. T., in behalf of the society, addressed the following letter to Mr. Wedley:--

New York, 11th April, 1768

"Rev. and very Dear Sir, -- | intended writing to you for several weeks past; but afew of
us had avery materia transaction in view. | therefore postponed writing, until | could give you a
particular account thereof: this was the purchasing of ground for building a preaching house
upon, which, by the blessing of God, we have now concluded. But before | proceed, | shall give
you a short account of religion in this city. By the best intelligence | can collect, there wasllittle
either of the form or power until Mr. Whitefield came over thirty years ago; and after hisfirst and
second visits, there appeared but little fruit of hislabors. But during his visit fourteen or ago, there
was a considerable shaking among the dry bones. Divers were savingly converted; and this
increased in hislast journey about fourteen years since, when his words were redly like a hammer
and like afire. Most part of the adults were stirred up: great numbers pricked to the heart, and by a
judgment of charity, several found peace and joy in believing. The consequence of thiswork was,
churches were crowded, and subscriptions raised for building new ones. Mr. Whitefield's example
provoked most of the ministers to a much greater degree of earnestness. And by the multitudes of
people, old and young, rich and poor, flocking to the churches, religion became an honorable
profession. There was now no outward cross to be taken up therein. Nay, a person who could not
speak about the grace of God, and the new birth, was esteemed unfit for genteel company. But in
awhile, instead of pressing forward, and growing in grace, (as he exhorted them,) the generality
were pleading for the remains of sin, and the necessity of being in darkness. They esteemed their
opinions as the very essentials of Christianity, and regarded not holiness either of heart or life.

"The above appears to me to be a genuine account of the state of religion in New Y ork
eighteen months ago, when it pleased God to rouse up Mr. Embury to employ his talent (which for
severa years had been hid asit were in anapkin) by calling sinnersto repentance, and exhorting
believers, to let their light shine before men. He spoke at first only in his own house. A few were
soon collected together and joined into alittle society, chiefly his own countrymen, Irish Germans.
In about three months after, brother White and brother Souse from Dublin, joined them. They then
rented an empty room in their neighborhood, which was in the most infamous street in the city,
adjoining the barracks. For some time few thought it worth their while to hear: but God so ordered
it by his providence, that about fourteen months ago Captain Webb, barrack master at Albany,
(who was converted three years since at Bristol,) found them out, and preached in his regimentals.
The novelty of aman preaching in a scarlet coat, soon brought greater numbers to hear than the
room could contain. But his doctrines were quite new to the hearers; for he told them point blank,
'that all their knowledge and religion were not worth arush, unless their sins were forgiven, and
they had "the witness of God's Spirit with theirs, that they were the children of God?" ' This
strange doctrine, with some peculiarities in his person, made him soon taken notice of; and obliged
the little society to look out for alarger house to preach in. They soon found a place that had been
built for arigging house, 60 feet in length and 18 in breadth.



"About this period Mr. Webb, whose wife'srelations lived at Jamaica, Long Island, took a
house in that neighborhood, and began to preach in his own house, and several other places on
Long Idand. Within six months, about twenty-four persons received justifying grace, nearly half of
them, whites, -- the rest Negroes. While Mr. Webb was (to borrow his own phrase) 'felling trees
on Long Idand,’ brother Embury was exhorting all who attended on Thursday evenings, and
Sundays, morning and evening, at the rigging house to flee from the wrath to come. His hearer's
began to increase, and some gave heed to his report, about the time the gracious providence of God
brought me safe to New Y ork, after a very favorable passage of six weeks from Plymouth. It was
the 26th day of October last, when | arrived, recommended to a person for lodging; | inquired of
my host (who was a very religious man) if any Methodists were in New Y ork; he answered, that
there was one Captain Webb, a strange sort of man, who lived on Long Idand, and who sometimes
preached at one Embury's, at the rigging house. In afew days | found out Embury. | soon found of
what spirit he was, and that he was personally acquainted with you and your doctrines; and that he
had been ahelper in Ireland. He had formed two classes, one of the men and the other of the
women, but had never met the society apart from the congregations, although there were six or
seven men, and as many women, who had a clear sense of their acceptance in the Beloved.

"Y ou will not wonder at my being agreeably surprised in meeting with afew here, who
have been and desire again to be in connection with you. God only knows the weight of affliction |
felt on leaving my native country. But | have reason now to conclude God intended al for my
good. Ever since | left London, my load has been removed, and | have found a cheerfulnessin
being banished from all near and dear to me, and | made a new covenant with my God, that | would
go to the utmost parts of the earth, provided he would raise up a people, with whom | might join in
his praise. On the great deep | found a more earnest desire to be united with the people of God than
ever before. | made aresolution that God's people should be my people, and their God my God:
and bless his holy name, | have since experienced more heartfelt happiness than ever | thought it
possible to have on is side eternity. All anxious care about my dear wife and children is taken
away. | cannot assist them, but | daily and hourly commend them to God in prayer, and | know he
hears my prayers, by an answer of love in my heart. | find power daily to devote mysalf unto him;
and | find power aso to overcome sin. If any uneasiness at al affects me, it is because | can speak
o little of so good a God.

"Mr. Embury lately has been more zeal ous than formerly; the consequence of which is, that
heis more lively in preaching; and his gifts as well as graces are much increased. Great numbers
of serious persons came to hear God's word as for their lives; and their numbersincreased so fast,
that our house for six weeks past would not contain half the people.

"We had some consultations how to remedy this inconvenience, and Mr. Embury proposed
renting asmall ot of ground for twenty-one years, and to exert our utmost endeavorsto build a
wooden tabernacle; a piece of ground was proposed; the ground rent was agreed for, and the lease
was to be executed in afew days. We, however, in the mean time, had two severa days for fasting
and prayer, for the direction of God and his blessing on our proceedings, and providence opened
such adoor as we had no expectation of. A young man, a sincere Christian, and constant hearer
though not joined in society, not giving any thing toward this house, offered ten pounds to buy alot
of ground, went of his own accord to alady who had two lots to sell, on one of which thereisa



house that rents for eighteen pounds per annum. He found the purchase money of the two lots was
six hundred pounds, which she was willing should remain in the purchasers possession, on good
security. We called once more on God for his direction, and resolved to purchase the whole. There
are eight of uswho are joint purchasers. among whom Mr. Webb and Mr. Lupton are men of
property. | was determined the house should be on the same footing as the orphan house at New
Castle, and othersin England: but as we were ignorant how to draw the deeds, we purchased for
us and our heirs, until a copy of the writing is sent us from England, which we desire may be sent
by the first opportunity.

"Before we began to talk of building, the devil, and his children were very peaceable: but
since this affair took place many ministers have cursed us in the name of the Lord, and labored
with all their might to stop their congregations from assisting us. But He that sitteth in the highest
laughed them to scorn. Many have broken through and given their friendly assistance. We have
collected above one hundred pounds more than our own contributions; and have reason to hope in
the whole we shall have two hundred pounds: but the house will cost us four hundred pounds
more, so that unless God is pleased to raise up friends we shall yet be at aloss. | believe Mr.
Webb and Mr. Lupton will borrow or advance two hundred pounds, rather than the building should
not go forward; but the interest of money hereis agreat burden -- being seven per cent. Some of
our brethren proposed writing to you for a collection in England: but | was averseto this, as| well
know our friends there are overburdened already. Y et so far | would earnestly beg: if you would
intimate our circumstances to particular persons of ability, perhaps God would open their hearts to
assist thisinfant society, and contribute to the first preaching house on the origina Methodist plan
inal America, (excepting Mr. Whitefield's orphan house in Georgia;) but | shall write no more on
this subject.

"There is another, point far more material, and in which | must importune your assistance,
not only in my own name but also in the name of the whole society. We want an able and
experienced, preacher; one who has both gifts and grace necessary for the work. God has not,
indeed, despised the day of small things. Thereisareal work of grace begun in many hearts, by the
preaching of Mr. Webb and Mr. Embury; but athough they are both useful, and their heartsin the
work, they want many quadifications for such an undertaking; and the progress of the Gospel here
depends much upon the qualifications of preachers.

"In regard to a preacher, if possible we must have aman of wisdom, of sound faith, and a
good disciplinarian: one whose heart and soul are in the work; and | doubt not but, by the goodness
of God such aflame will be soon kindled as would never stop until it reached the great South sea.
We may make many shifts to evade temporal inconveniences; but we cannot purchase such a
preacher as | have described. Dear sir, | entreat you for the good of thousands, to use your utmost
endeavors to send one over. | would advise him to take shipping at Boston [not Boston, Mass. --
DVM], Liverpooal, or Dublin, in the month of July or early in August: embarking at this season he
will have fine weather in his passage, and probably arrive here in the month of September. He will
see before winter what progress the Gospel has made.

"With respect to money for the payment of the preacher's passage over, if they could not
procure it, we would sell our coats and shirtsto procure it for them.



"I most earnestly beg an interest in your prayers, and trust you, and many of our brethren,
will not forget the church in this wilderness.

"] remain with sincere esteem, Rev. and dear sir,

"Your very affectionate brother and servant,
T.T."

In answer to the earnest request contained in this letter, Mr. Wesley sent over Messrs.
Boardman and Pilmoor, and £50 sterling, as a "token of brotherly love." They were cordially
received by the people here, and soon much encouraged in their work, as the following letter from
Mr. Pilmoor will fully show :--

Philadelphia, Oct. 31, 1769

"Rev. Sir, -- By the blessing of God we are safely arrived here after a tedious passage of
nine weeks. We were not alittle surprised to find Capt. Webb in town, and a society of about one
hundred members, who desire to be in close connection with you. 'Thisisthe Lord's doing, and it
ismarvelousin our eyes.’

"I have preached several times, and the people flock to hear in multitudes. Sunday evening,
| went out upon the common. | had the stage appointed for the horse race for my pulpit, and | think
between four and five thousand hearers, who heard with attention still as night. Blessed be God for
field preaching. When | began to talk of preaching at five o'clock in the morning, the people thought
it would not answer in America: however, | resolved to try, and | had avery good congregation.

"Here seemsto be agreat and effectual door opening in this country, and | hope many souls
will be gathered in. The peoplein general like to hear the word, and seem to have ideas of
salvation by grace."

After continuing a short time in Philadelphia, Mr. Pilmoor made an excursion to Maryland,
where he found Mr. Strawbridge, and preached with some success. He likewise visited some parts
of Virginiaand North Carolina; and witnessing the happy effects of his laborsin the awakening of
sinners, he formed some societies. In all places which he visited, he found people eager to hear the
word, and kind to those who came to preach it. From hence he returned to Philadel phia, and soon
came to New Y ork, while Mr. Boardman went to Philadel phia; thus commencing, in the early stage
of their labors, aregular change from place to place. The society in New Y ork, under the labors of
Mr. Embury and Capt. Webb, wasin aflourishing state on the arrival of Mr. Boardman, whose
godly smplicity and evangelical preaching were made a peculiar blessing to many. In this
prosperous state of the society, Mr. Pilmoor entered upon his charge over them. As he thought it
most prudent to make afair trial before he transmitted his account of the state of thingsto Mr.
Wesley, he deferred writing until April 24, 1770, on which day he wrote the following letter:--

"Our house contains about seventeen hundred hearers. About athird part of those who
attend get in; the rest are glad to hear without. There appears such awillingnessin the Americans
to hear the word, as | never saw before. They have no preaching in some of the back settlements. |



doubt not but an effectual door will be opened among them! O! may the Most High now give his
son the Heathen for hisinheritance. The number of the blacks that attend the preaching affects me
much."

From these representations of the state and disposition of the peoplein America, Mr.
Wesley was induced to concert measures to send them over more laborers. Accordingly the next
year, 1771, Mr. Francis Asbury and Mr. Richard Wright, who volunteered their services, were
dismissed under the blessing of God for the help of their brethren in America. They set sail from
Bristol, Sept. 2, 1771, and landed in Philadel phia the 24th of Oct. following. They were received
with great cordiality, "the people hardly knowing," says Mr. Asbury, "how to show their love
sufficiently, bidding us welcome with fervent affection, and receiving us as the angels of God."

According to anotice in Mr. Asbury's Journal, val. iii, p. 109, it appears that when he
arrived in this country, he found three hundred Methodists in New Y ork, two hundred and fifty in
Philadelphia, and afew in New Jersey, probably in all about six hundred. Those in Maryland do
not appear to be included in this number. On the arrival of Mr. Asbury, he very properly judged
that they could not expect a general spread of the work of God, unless they extended themselves
into the country towns and villages. He accordingly led the way, by which the prospects of
usefulness opened before them in every direction.

By the faithful exertions of Mr. Asbury and those who were associated with him, the work
of God extended among the people, and it was soon perceived that more help was much needed to
supply the calls of the people. Indeed the people in many places, particularly in the middle and
southern provinces -- for so these United States were then called, being a part of the British
dominions -- were but poorly supplied with the word and ordinances of Christ, and pure religion
was generally at avery low ebb. A taste for experimental religion had, it istrue, been created in
some hearts, by the powerful preaching of the celebrated Whitefield, who, sometime previoudy to
the arrival of the Methodist missionaries, had traveled through the country, and preached with his
usual zeal and success. The fields, however, at thistime, "were ripe for the harvest,” and a faithful
account of the state of affairs here being transmitted to Mr. Wedley, in 1773 Messrs. Thomas
Rankin and George Shadford volunteered their services and came over to the continent; and the
following year, James Dempster and Martin Rodda were added in the number.

To Mr. Rankin Mr. Wesley committed the general superintendency of the work, and he
called the first regular conference in the city of Philadelphia, in the month of June, 1773. [1] this
conference there were returned on the minutes 10 traveling preachers, and 1160 members of
society. From the printed minutes of the conference for 1774, it appears there were 14 preachers,
who commenced their itinerant laborsin America, viz. William Watters, Abraham Whiteworth,
Joseph Y earbry, Philip Gatch, Philip Ebert, William Duke, John Wade, Daniel Ruff, Edward
Drumgole, Isaac Rollins, Robert Lindsay, Samuel Spragg, Richard Webster, John King; and three
English preachers, viz. Thomas Rankin, Francis Asbury, and George Shadford. The numbersin
society this year were 2073. Mr. Boardman, who was a man deeply devoted to God, and a sound
able minister of Jesus Christ, and Mr. Pilmoor, it appears had both returned to England.

From the above list of preachersit will be perceived that the Lord of the harvest had raised
up laborersin this country to cultivate hisfield.



This sketch brings us down to the year 1775, at which time, according to the printed
minutes, there were 19 preachers stationed, and 3145 membersin society. It was during this year
that Mr. Freeborn Garrettson, who is to be the subject of the following memoir, was brought to the
saving knowledge of the truth, and commenced his ministerial labors. | shall therefore close this
introduction by remarking that the above short account of the commencement of Methodism in this
country, compared with what it now is, shows by what feeble and comparatively inefficient means,
God often accomplishes hiswork in the souls of men; and that al thisis done according to an
inspired declaration, that, "no man should glory in man, but he that glorieth must glory in the Lord."

* * * * * * *

BAD TEXT IN THE PRINTED EDITION

A Transcriber Note concerning portions of bad text in the printed edition from which this
electronic edition was produced: While | am happy to be able to transcribe this splendid
biography into electronic text, it is unfortunate that in some places the printed text has been blotted
with "age spots,” the book having been published in 1832. In places where | have [supplied] a
word or words, | have enclosed such within brackets. In those places where the blotting has made
it too difficult for me to supply the indiscernible text from the sense of its context, | have inserted a
space, three periods, and a second space at those pointsthus: [ ... ]. Hopefully the readers and
users of this electronic version of The Life of Freeborn Garrettson will, for the most part, find
little or no problem in discerning the sense of the origina text in these places. -- DVM

* * * * * * *

GARRETTSON'S ENTIRE SANCTIFICATION

Compiled by
Duane V. Maxey

Perhaps some would be profited by examining the statements from this biography which
demonstrate the fact that Freeborn Garrettson was sanctified wholly -- the fact that, beyond
believing and preaching the doctrine of entire sanctification, he sought and obtained the second
work of grace. Consider the following excerpts which show that the mighty impact of his ministry
and his unblemished life and character flowed for years from a heart made pure by the blood of the
Lamb in a second work of grace --DVM:

TheYear 1777
Garrettson, about 25 years old -- Stirred Up To Seek Perfect Love

"In thiscircuit | conversed with some deeply experienced Christians, and by their humble
walk and heavenly conversation, | was much stirred up to seek a deeper work of grace; especially
by the experience of sister B . | believed there was such athing as perfect love to be attained
in thisworld; and | likewise knew | was not in possession of it: | saw a beauty in the doctrine, and
preached it, but it was at a distance.



"Respecting Christian perfection, | believed such athing to be attainable in thislife; |
therefore, both in public and private, contended for it, and had often felt the need of it in my own
soul: but | never had such aview of it in my life aswhilein thiscircuit. The Lord, in avery
powerful and sudden manner, gave me to see and fed the need of this blessed work. Every heart
corruption was discovered to me by the blessed Spirit, at the house of that dear afflicted mother in
Israel, Mrs. Y. | have had many sweet moments with that precious family; but she has since goneto
Abraham's bosom. This discovery was made to me while | was alone in the preachers room. |
expected in afew moments to be in eternity; and the cry of my heart was, Lord, save me from
inbred sin. The purity of God, heaven, and the law, with the impurity of my heart, were so
disclosed to my view, that | was humbled in the very dust; and expected never to enter into the
kingdom of heaven without a greater likenessto my blessed Lord. | rejoiced that the cold hand of
death was not upon me. For more than aweek an earnest struggle continued in my heart for al the
mind which was in Christ. My appointments were made, or | am apprehensive | should have
declined preaching so pure a Gospdl, till the heart corruptions which | felt were washed away.
The enemy strove very hard to rob me of my confidence; but although | was at times brought very
low, yet | did not let go my hold of the dear Redeemer, the witness of my justification, &c.

1777 -- Entirely Sanctified, But The Experience Not Claimed

"Oneday | went to my appointment, and while the people were gathering, | withdrew about
aquarter of amile from the house, and wrestled with the Lord in prayer: | thought | could not meet
the congregation, unless | was delivered from my inbred sins. However, after the people had
waited about an hour, | went to the house, but my struggle seemed to be at the height. | thought |
would pray with the people and dismiss them. After prayer my Lord gave me thistext, 'Blessed are
the pure in heart, for they shall see God.' Never had | such freedom before that time, to describe,
1st, the impurity of the heart: 2dly, how it isto be purified: and 3dly, the blessing resulting
therefrom -- that they shall see God. While | was speaking of the travail of a soul for purity, al my
inward distress vanished, and | felt alittle heaven on earth. | know that the Lord deepened his
work; but | did not claim the witness of 'perfect love;' yet my soul was happy from day to day.

1778 -- A Comfortable Hope That He Was Sanctified Wholly

"We had a comfortable conference in Leesburg, and May 20, 1778, | set out for my
destined place. After preaching afew sermons, and visiting my old friends and relations, on the
30th of May | crossed the Chesapeake, and in the evening had a delightful opportunity of pressing
the necessity of holiness on the minds of many. Blessed be God! there was a shout in the camp
among our blessed Saviour's despised followers; and | have no doubt but that the Lord directed my
lot into this part of the work.

"On Sunday | spokein Kent preaching house with much liberty, and we had a sweet
refreshing season. This was the first Methodist preaching house that was built on this shore. In the
evening | was much drawn out in prayer and self-examination; and felt the sweet beams of the
blessed Spirit, and experienced the bliss of prayer, with a comfortable hope that my Lord had
deepened hiswork of grace in my heart.



1778 -- Received the Witness --
This excerpt isfrom aletter to John Wesdley:

"The second year | traveled, | was powerfully convinced of the necessity of holiness. For a
considerable time | waded through deep, but sweet distress. | had a discovery of the purity of the
law, and the impurity of my own heart: being conscious it was my privilege to become purein
heart, | determined not to stop short of it. Sensible | was it came by faith. | was under deep
exercises to preach no more, till | received that blessing. There was atime when | had a greater
nearness to God, but | did not receive the witness till a twelve-month afterward.

"F. Garrettson."
1789 -- Another Strong Witness to Perfect Love:

July 23, he came to the town of Sharon, in Connecticut, where he found a number of
precious souls, to whom he preached in the open air, there being so many assembled that no house
could accommodate them ... Many of the inhabitants of the town came in to see me, and my soul
was so happy that | was constrained with tears to exhort al that came near. | think | never had so
strong awitness of perfect love.

1809 -- Preaches Holiness At A Camp Meeting

"Friday 11. A very rainy day. | preached in alarge tent, on the necessity of holiness. Mr.
Harrisfell under the word, cried for mercy, and found peace. He is not a member of our Church.
Brother Chalmers got under such a deep travail of soul for holiness, that he fell under the power of
God, and lay for hours; and when he came to, rejoiced in the perfect love of God. | was requested
by some of my old friends to call this meeting; anong others was Mrs. Bruff and her sister Ward.
These holy women are full of the perfect love of God. This meeting held several hours. | likewise
called ameeting in the preachers tent at the same time; -- the tents rang with the praises of God.
The poor Blacks seemed almost ready to fly. Thereis, nevertheless, a probability we shall have a
great meeting. Many of our good friends have come from Batimore. | must leave you. This minute
| have been conversing with Mrs. Bruff; -- she tells me, at the above-mentioned meeting three
beside Mr. Chalmers were brought out, and severa led to feel the necessity of holiness.

1819 -- Preached on Christian Perfection -- A Favorite Theme

On Wednesday evening he gave information that as he expected to depart next day, he
would preach at sunrise on the doctrine of Christian perfection.

After preaching with much satisfaction in Providence, both in the Methodist church, and by
regquest, in the one occupied by the Rev. Mr. Wilson, a pious Presbyterian clergyman, Mr.
Garrettson rode forward to Bristol, where he preached to alarge congregation on the doctrine of
Christian perfection, afavorite theme with him.

1824 -- Reflects on Nearly 50 Y earsin Perfect Love



...Nearly half a century since | was happy in the perfect love of God ... Unworthy as| feel
myself, | would not part with my hope of glory for amillion of worlds."

1827 -- His Dying Testimony To Nathan Bangs

In the conversation to which | have alluded, he unbosomed himself with great freedom,
rehearsed the goodness of God, which had been so abundantly manifested to him through every
period of hislife; at the same time, as was usua with him, expressed himself in terms of the
deepest self-abasement. At one time he would express his admiration of the perfections of God, as
manifested in creation, and more especialy in the grand system of redemption, and then cry out
with holy rapture, "I am filled with the perfect love of God." With much feeling and emphasis he
said, "My hopeisal founded in the infinite merits of the Lord Jesus; in this hope | enjoy
unspeakable consolation.” In thisway he lingered, sometimes suffering exquisitely, for about five
weeks. He did, indeed, pass through the furnace, but he came forth not only unhurt, but abundantly
refined; and he died as he had lived, awitness of perfect love.

1827 -- From The Account of His Death related by His Daughter Mary

To afriend he said, a short time before his death, 'l feel the perfect love of God in my soul.’
... Hislast sentence spoken, even in death, was, 'Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty! Hallelujah!
Halldujah!" After that, though he lingered many hours, he could not speak articulately. Once only,
clasping his hands, and raising his eyes to heaven, he uttered, 'Glory! glory!" ... Just as the period
of his departure approached, one of the preachers broke forth into prayer; -- prayer so elevated, so
holy, that it seemed to wrap the hearers above all sublunary consideration, and as he commended
the dying saint into the hands of God, he prayed that the mantle of the departing patriarch might rest
on his surviving brethren. His prayer seemed answered; -- adivine influence pervaded the
apartment; two of the preachers almost sunk to the floor, under a glorious sense of His presence
who filleth immensity. My dear mother, with clasped hands and streaming eyes, exclaimed, Y es,
Lord! we give him up freely, freely give him up to thee!' ... The spirit departed, |eaving the body
impressed with the sweetest expression of peace and tranquillity; an expression which it retained
until the moment when it was shrouded from human observation. We could stand beside those dear
remains, and imagine that their appearance of renewed youth and happiness was a pledge of that
glorious resurrection, when death shall be swallowed up in victory, and the mortal put on
immortality; and we could look on the grave as a sure and certain deposit; until that day when it
shall give back its precious seed rejoicing.”

Part of Nathan Bangs Evaluation
of Frecborn Garrettson as a Minister

...If it be the chief business of aminister of the sanctuary to carry a conviction to the hearts
of sinners of the truths of the Gospel, and to awaken within them a serious concern respecting the
solemn redlities of eternity; if the object of his mission be to point those "that mourn in Zion" to the
"Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the world;" if he should not cease his exhortations until
he lead the penitent sinner to the blood of atonement, "which cleanseth from all unrighteousness,”
and until he so believe asto receive the witness in himself that he is born of God; if the end of his
commission isto build up believers "in their most holy faith,” and never let them rest until they are



filled with the perfect love of God; if to accomplish these objects be the principal aim of the
minister, then we may pronounce the Rev. FREEBORN GARRETTSON to have been atrue
minister of Jesus Christ.

Nathan Bangs Evaluation of
His Unblemished Character and Life

From the time of his conversion to God, in the 23d year of his age, until his death, in the
76th year of his age, under the protection of "the everlasting arms,” the purity of hislife, and the
uprightness of his deportment, were never questioned, but acknowledged by all with whom he had
intercourse; and for upward of fifty-one years he appeared before the public as an ambassador of
the Lord Jesus Christ, during which time the words of his lips gained the more credence from the
unimpaired confidence which every one had in the integrity of his heart and the righteousness of his
life. And when he sunk into the grave, he was the oldest traveling minister of that Church, whose
general economy he loved, whose doctrines he believed and preached, whose God and Saviour he
adored, and served in "the fellowship of the Gospel,” and whose ramparts he left, after having
defended them for more than fifty years, to take his seat in "that house not made with hands, eternal
in the heavens, whose builder and maker is God."

Finally, in contemplating his character, we may take the text on which he so often delighted
to preach, and which was selected as the foundation of hisfuneral discourse, and say, "Mark the
perfect man, and behold the upright, for the end of that man is peace.”

* * * * * * *

THE LIFE FREEBORN GARRETTSON
By
Nathan Bangs

CHAPTER 1

His ancestors -- Childhood -- Education -- First Methodist preachers -- His brother John --
IlIness -- Death of hisfather -- False security -- His awakening and conversion

[1752]

Mr. Garrettson was born in the state of Maryland, August 15, in the year 1752. His parents
were members of the Church of England, and educated their children in the same faith. His
grandfather was an emigrant from Great Britain, and was among the first settlersin the province of
Maryland, on the west side of the Chesapeake bay, near the mouth of the Susgquehannariver. Being
surrounded with the aborigines of the country, his situation was so perilous that he found himself
compelled to go armed by day and night. The place where he first settled is still designated by his
name, and is the residence of a branch of the family.

Mr. Garrettson's father was a man of moral character, and esteemed by his neighborsas a
good Christian. His mother truly feared the Lord, having been enlightened under the ministrations



of some of the followers of the Rev. George Whitefield, who itinerated so largely and preached so
successfully through the country. Though she did not connect herself with these people, she had
frequent intercourse with them, and "I have," says Mr. Garrettson, "frequently heard her speak of
their piety with tears." He adds, "Those blessed men of God, the Tennants, in their itinerating
tours, often preached through those parts, and their labors were blessed to many.”

The following is the account which Mr. Garrettson gives of his early childhood: "I was,"
as my parents informed me, "from my infancy prone to pride, self-will, and stubbornness. Asfar as
| know of any one predominant principle of my nature, it was alove of freedom and independence.
| could easily be led, but it seemed morally impossible to drive me. When | was at schoal, if ever |
got into adifficulty with any of my school mates, it was in consequence of my taking part with
some poor children, who | thought were not treated kindly. With such it was a pleasure with me to
divide my morsel." "It would be well," he adds, "for parents to be acquainted with the native
genius of their children, and to educate them accordingly. Had this been the case with me, perhaps
| might have engaged in the work for which | was designed, under more favorable auspices, as it
respects education.” These reflections are certainly founded in the nature of things, and should be
heeded, as far as practicable, by every parent. The following account shows the benign influence
which parental example and admonitions have on young and tender minds.

[1759]

"I was very early taught the Lord's prayer, apostles creed, and the ten commandments,
together with the catechism of the Church of England; and was in early life restrained by my tender
parents from open sin. It pleased the Lord to remove my dear mother into eternity when | was
young. But | shall never forget the admonitions which she gave me. One Lord's day, when | was
about seven years of age, my mother was retired, (I was sitting by her side,) and while she was
reading the two last chapters of the Revelation, when she came to the place where it speaks of the
tree and water of life, she made afull stop, and with eyes uplifted to heaven, and tears flowing
down, 'O!" and she, 'that | may be happy enough to eat of that fruit, and drink of that water, in my
heavenly Father's kingdom!" | believe the blessed Spirit was with her, and | felt the divine
operations: but | knew him not; for we lived in adark time.

[1761]

One day when | was about nine years of age, as| waswalking alonein thefield, it was
strongly impressed on my mind, asif | had heard avoice, 'Ask, and it shall be given you.' | was
immediately desirous to know what it meant, and it occurred, to my mind, that this was a Scriptura
promise. But I, having no ideas of spiritua things, immediately ran to the house and told my elder
brother it was revealed to me that | should be very rich. Shortly after this| was by myself and it
was suggested to me, 'Do you know what asaint is? | paused awhile in my mind, and answered,
there are no saints in this our day on earth. The suggestion continued, 'A saint is one that is wholly
given up to God." And immediately inideal saw such a person who, appeared the most beautiful
of any | had ever beheld. | was affected, and prayed to the Lord to make me asaint, and it was
strongly impressed upon my mind that | should be one; and a spirit of joy sprung up within me; but
| had no one to open to me the way of salvation.



[1767]

"Some time after this, great afflictions befell my father's family: first a sister, then my
mother, and then two servants were removed into eternity. The ninth day of my sister'sillness, she
asked for nourishment, and ate heartily for one in her low state. After she had done she desired to
be raised in the bed; | am, said she, about to leave the world. The family were called together by
her request, and werein aflood of tears. "Weep not for me,’ said she, 'for | am not afraid to die. |
am going to my Jesus, who will do more for me than any of you can do." | believe her soul was
happy. And the affecting exhortation which she gave will never be forgotten by me. When amost
spent, she desired to be laid down, bidding all farewell; and within afew minutes, with a smiling
countenance, she bid the world adieu. From her infancy her conscientiousness and uprightness
were noticed by al who knew her. It was not common to find her on the Lord's day without a
Bible; her old uncle, who was a communicant in the Church, used to say, 'Sdlly lives as she would
wish to die." From this time a melancholy gloom hung over me, and | frequently went alone to
weep. | felt that | wanted something, but what it was | knew not; for | had none to take me by the
hand and lead me into the narrow path. | know the blessed Spirit often strove with me, so that |
have been melted into tenderness; but | knew not the way of salvation. About thistime | bought
myself a pocket Testament, frequently withdrew to read it; and was much affected with the
sufferings of our blessed Lord. Our unhappy minister was a stranger to God, and the most of his
flock, | fear, were in the way to ruin.

[1764]

"When | was about twelve years of age | was removed to another school, and | soon threw
off all seriousness and became as wild as the rest of my young play mates. The most of my school
hours, after | turned fourteen, were taken up in branches of the mathematics and book keeping, and
the intervals of my time, in the study of astronomy. | have often continued alone in the study of this
till after midnight, without a serious thought of God, or my eternal welfare.

[1769-1770]

Between the seventeenth and eighteenth years of my age | left school and began to think of
living in the world. But alas! | was careless, and carnal, though what the world calls a moral
youth. | was fond of pleasure, and loved this world more than God. O! what reason have | to praise
God for his goodness, in pursuing me with the overtures of mercy."

The following account of the introduction of Methodism into this country, taken principally
from manuscript notes which Mr. Garrettson had written to his printed journal, corresponds with
what has already been said on this subject in the introduction:

"About this time there began to be much said about the people called Methodistsin
Baltimore county where | then lived. The following is the manner in which these people
commenced their work of lovein this country: Mr. Strawbridge, aloca preacher from Ireland,
came to this province and settled at Pipe creek, in Maryland, and Mr. Williams, another Irish local
preacher, came over. These two men traveled, and preached considerably, and did much good. Mr.
Strawbridge raised a society at Pipe creek. About the same time Mr. Embury, alocal preacher



from Ireland, came over and settled in New Y ork, and raised a society. All thiswas before Mr.
Wesley sent any regular traveling preacher to this country. Mr. Strawbridge came to the house of a
gentleman near where | lived to stay al night: | had never heard him preach, but as | had a great
desire to be in company with a person who had caused so much talk in the country, | went over and
sat and heard him converse till nearly midnight, and when | retired, it was with these thoughts, |
have never spent afew hours so agreeably in my life. He spent most of the time in explaining
Scripture and in giving interesting anecdotes, and perhaps one of them would do to relate here: ‘A
congregation came together at a certain place, and a gentleman who was hearing thought the
preacher had directed his whole sermon to him, and retired home after service in disgust.
However, he concluded he would hear him once more, and hide himself behind the people so that
the preacher should not see him: it was the old story; his character was delineated. He retired
degjected, but concluded possibly the preacher saw me, and | will try him once more: he did so,
and hid himself behind a door. The preacher happened to take his text from Isaiah, '"And aman
shall be asahiding place," &c. In the midst of the sermon the preacher cried out, Sinner, come
from your scouting hole! The poor fellow came forward, looked the preacher in the face, and said,
you are awizard, and the devil isin you; | will hear you no more."

At the time of which we are now speaking there were several zealous itinerants circulating
through the country, who had been instrumental in the conversion of souls, and in establishing
societies.

"Many," says Mr. Garrettson, "went out to hear them, and | among the rest, but the place
was so crowded | could not get into the house: but from what | could understand | thought they
preached the truth, and did by no means dare to join in with the multitude in persecuting them; but
thought | would let them alone, and keep close to my own church. O! those soul damning sins,
pride and unbelief, which kept me from God and his people!

"Blessed be God, it was not long after that his Holy Spirit began again to work powerfully
with me. One day as | wasriding home, | met a young man who had been hearing the Methodists,
and had got his heart touched under the word. He stopped me in the road, and began to talk so
sweetly about Jesus and his people, and recommended him to me in such a winning manner, that |
was deeply convinced there was aredity in that religion, and that it was time for me to think
serioudly on the subject.

"Not many days had passed before a little book fell into my hands, called Russel's Seven
Sermons. By this book | was advised to make as exact an estimate of all my sins as possible; | did
s0, and found they were numerous, for | began to see mysdlf in the Gospel glass; and many were
the tears | shed over this book. | promised an amendment of life; but my repentance was too much
like the early dew. The way of salvation was not open to me, and there was an unwillingnessin me
to submit. But as my blessed Lord was not willing that | should perish, his good Spirit still strove
with me. One day as | was passing over arapid stream, alog on which | had frequently gone gave
way, and | was near being swept down the stream; after struggling awhile | got out, though much
wounded among the sharp rocks. This query struck my mind with great weight, 'What would have
become of your soul, had you been drowned? | wept bitterly, and prayed to the Lord under a sense
of my guilt. Still my stubborn heart was not willing to submit, though | began to carry alittle hell in
my bosom.



[1772]

"In May, 1772, as | wasriding out one afternoon, | went down a descent over alarge broad
rock; my horse stumbled and threw me; and with the fall on the rock, and the horse blundering over
me, | was beaten out of my senses. | was alone, and how long | laid | know not; but when | had in
some measure recovered, | found myself on my knees, with my hands and eyes raised to heaven,
crying to God for mercy. It came strongly into my mind that had | then been taken into the other
world, | should have dropped into hell. | felt my misery, and praised God, aswell as| knew how,
for my deliverance; and before | moved from the place | promised to serve him all the days of my
life. But before | arose from my knees, all my pain of body was removed, and | felt nearly aswell
asever | didinmy life. | also felt the drawing of God's Spirit, and in a measure saw a beauty in
Jesus; but | did not know that my sins were forgiven; neither was the plan of salvation clearly open
to me; but | went on my way determined, by grace, to be afollower of Christ. All the Antinomians
in the world could not make me believe, that a man cannot feel sweet drawings before he
experiences justification.

"I now procured a collection of the best religious books that | could; among which were the
writings of Mr. Hervey, The Travels of True Godliness, and Alleine's Alarm to the Unconverted;
for asyet | had not seen any of Mr. Wesley's publications, nor conversed on religious subjects
with any of the Methodists, except the one above mentioned.

"Asl lived aretired life, | frequently read, prayed, and wept, till after midnight; and often
withdrew to the woods and other private places for prayer. In some measure my name was already
cast out as evil, though | was ashamed to let any one know the exercises of my mind, or that | used
secret prayer: and in order to conceal it when in company, | have frequently grieved the blessed
Spirit, by joining in trifling conversation; for | was much afraid of being thought a hypocrite. The
Holy Spirit still pursued me, and | attended strictly to the duties of the family over which | was
placed. | had as yet heard very few Methodist sermons; and the devil strove very hard to keep me
from going among those people. Some time after, my late well tried friend and brother, Mr. Francis
Asbury, came to our country: | went to hear him one evening at R. W.'s. The place was crowded,
but | got to the door and sat down. He had not preached long before | sensibly felt the word, and
his doctrine seemed as salve to a festering wound. | heard him with delight, and bathed in tears
could have remained there till the rising of the sun, the time passed so sweetly away: | was
ddlightfully drawn, and was greatly astonished to find a person go on so fluently without his
sermon before him. | suppose hundreds of thoughts passed through my mind. But | returned home
with gladness, fully persuaded that he was a servant of God, and that he preached in away | had
not heard before. | followed him to another preaching place, and fixing my attentive eye upon him,
| found him to be a workman that need not be ashamed, rightly dividing the word. He began to
wind about mein such amanner that | found my sinsin clusters, asit were, around me: and the law
in its purity, probing to the very bottom, and discovering the defects of my heart. | was ready to cry
out, 'How does this stranger know me so well!" After sermon was ended, | wished not to speak to
any one, but returned home with my mind very solemnly affected.

"Methodism at this time began in some measure to spread; for the blessed God touched the
hearts of several young men, converted their souls, and called them to preach, which appeared to



be anew thing in our country. Among the first were W. Watters, R. Webster, two brothers by the
name of Rollins, and several others who began to exhort: they were zealous, their labors were
blessed, and persecution arose: the cry began to be, enthusiasm -- false prophets. Indeed, though |
was under conviction, and had felt the drawings of the Spirit, | had my fears that matters were
going too far, though | did not dare open my mouth against the work.

"My father began to be troubled about me, and came to see me. We sat up talking till nearly
midnight. 'l have no objection,’ said he, 'to your being religious; but why would you turn from the
Church? | replied, | have no intention to leave the Church, but whenever persons become serious,
they are called Methodists, and their names are cast out as evil. After we parted, | found great
tenderness of heart, and shed many tearsin private, and many promises occurred to my mind. |
loved the Methodists, and yet the enemy of my soul kept me at a distance from them. Unbelief and
pride deprived me of the comforts of assurance.

[1773]

"In April, 1773, my brother John was taken dangeroudly ill, so that hislife was despaired
of. One Lord's day, many of our relations and friends came to see him, expecting every minute that
he would breathe hislast. | was greatly concerned on account of his soul, which seemed to be just
launching into eternity, and | feared that he was unprepared. | went round to the back part of the
bed, and kneeling down, | prayed earnestly to the Lord to have mercy on his soul. After | had done
praying, | perceived his lips were moving, but could not hear aword that he spoke, till | put my ear
close to his mouth, (apparently he was just going,) and heard him say, ‘Lord, thou knowest | am
unprepared to die, have mercy on me and raise me up, and give me alonger space, and | will serve
thee; thy Spirit has often strove with me, but | have rejected thee," & ¢. Thus did he plead with the
Lord for aconsiderable time. He knew, and so did |, the moment of time when the Lord answered
prayer, and granted him alonger space. Immediately | rose from my knees, and told the waiting
company they need not be uneasy, for the Lord would raise him again: instantly the disorder turned,
he fell into a doze, and within afew days was able to walk about his room. After hisrecovery, |
conversed with him on the subject, and he told me that he saw death approaching, that he was
summoned to appear in the world of spirits, and that hell was his doom. | knew, said he, when a
reprieve in answer to prayer was sent, the blow averted, and the tender thread lengthened, on
condition that | would give the remainder of my daysto the Lord. A few years after, he wasreally
changed in heart; he lived two years and eight months happy in the service of God, and died a
witness of perfect love.

"About this time the Lord laid me under his afflicting hand, and | was brought nigh unto
death. During the time of my illness, | wasin avery strange way; | lay on my bed singing praises to
God without any dread of death; | felt my mind easy; | thought if | was removed | should go to
heaven; | waswilling to die; | did not know my sins were forgiven; but | felt a strong hope, though
| was not fully acquainted with the plan of salvation. Who can tell what state my soul wasin? |
was a good Churchman, l2] but a poor Methodist. Blessed be the name of the Lord! He delights not
in the death of asinner, for he raised me up again; but still the enemy of my soul strove to keep me
from among God's dear despised children.



"The August following, it pleased the Lord to take my father into eternity; -- surely it was
painful to lose the tenderest of parents. From my earliest knowledge of his family, consisting of
about twenty in number, | do not remember ever to have heard an oath sworn either by white or
black; and it was arare thing for him to correct either children or servants, though till there was a
trembling at hisword. | frequently visited him in the time of hisillness, (for he had along and
tedious sickness,) and he seemed very fond of my company: | have reason to believe he went
happy out of this dangerous world. Being now left in the entire charge of afamily, and the
settlement of my father's business mostly devolving on me, | was surrounded with many cares and
troubles, which were no help to the affairs of my salvation. The devil strove hard to drive away all
my good desires, but still | attended constantly to my secret devotions, though at times cold enough.
It was not long after the death of my father that | had a particular interview with the new parish
minister, who was a very clever man, of amoral character, and much respected in the place. | was
a constant attendant on his ministry, and frequently conversed with him on divine subjects. He told
me the Methodists carried matters too far, that a man could not know his sins were forgiven, and
that all we might expect in thislife was a hope springing from an upright life. This doctrine exactly
tallied with my experience, and was food for my fallen nature. | soon fully agreed with himin
sentiment, and plead that no man could know his sinsforgiven in thisworld. The grand enemy
began now to exercise my mind in another way; namely, to seek aliterary qualification for the
ministry in the Church. This hung upon me for a considerable time; and | applied myself to reading
and study for that purpose, often consulting my new counselor. The Spirit of the Lord at times
strove very powerfully, and | was frequently afraid that all was not well with me, especially when
| was under Methodist preaching. To these people | was drawn: but it was like death to me; for |
thought | had rather serve God in any way than among them; while at the same time something
within would tell me they were right. Being amazingly agitated in mind, | at length came to this
conclusion, to give up my former pursuits, bend my mind to the improvement of my worldly
property, and serve God in a private manner. | now sat out in full pursuit of business, with an
expectation of accumulating the riches of the world.

"During the time of my self-secure state, | had the form of godliness, attended the Church
constantly, and sometimes went to hear the Methodists. | fasted once aweek, prayed frequently
every day in secret places, endeavored to attend strictly to the Sabbath, often reproved open sin,
and denied mysdlf of what the world calls pleasure. | was so fast set in my way, that | thought |
should certainly go to heaven; and if at any time | was overtaken by sin, | would endeavor to mend
my pace, and pray more frequently. | cannot say | was aways without doubts; for often, under
Methodist preaching, my poor foundation would shake, especially under the preaching of dear
brother George Shadford, and | would scarcely recover my hope for many days; then | would be
tempted to think they were a deluded people, and | would go among them no more: but still | was
drawn again and again. | stood in a manner between the children of God and the world. When |
was with the people of God, | would endeavor to confute them; and when | was among their
enemies, | plead their cause.

"One day, being at a distance from home, | met with a zealous Methodist exhorter. He
asked meif | was born again? | told him | had ahope that | was. Do you know, said he, that your
sins are forgiven? No, replied |, neither do | expect that knowledge in thisworld. "I perceive,”
said he, that you are in the broad road to hell, and if you die in this state you will be damned. The
Scripture, said I, tells us that the tree is known by its fruit; and our Lord likewise condemns rash



judgment. What have you seen or known of my life that induced you to judge me in such a manner?
| pity you, said I, and turned my back on him. But | could not easily forget the words of that pious
young man, for they were as spears running through me.

[1775]

"In this state | continued till June 1775. The blessed morning | shal never forget! In the
night | went to bed as usual, and dept till day break: just as| awoke, | was alarmed by an awful
voice, 'Awake, sinner, for you are not prepared to die." This was as strongly impressed on my
mind, asif it had been a human voice as loud as thunder. | was instantly smitten with conviction in
amanner | had not been before. | started from my pillow, and cried out, Lord, have mercy on my
soul! Asit was about the commencement of the late unhappy war, and there was to be a general
review that day near my house, | had promised myself much satisfaction; for | was a professed
friend to the American cause: however, instead of giving my attendance, | passed the morning in
solitude; and in the afternoon went out and heard a Methodist sermon. In sorrow | went, and in
sorrow returned; and in sorrow the night passed away. None but those who have experienced the
like exercises, can form an idea of what | underwent for several days.

"The enmity of my heart seemed to rise higher and higher. On the Tuesday following in the
afternoon | heard Mr. Daniel Ruff preach; and was so oppressed that | was scarcely ableto
support my burden. After preaching | called in with D. R. a Mrs. Gough's, and prayed till about
nine o'clock. On my way home, being much distressed, | alighted from my horse in alonely wood,
and bowed my knees before the Lord: | sensibly felt two spirits striving with me. The good Spirit
set forth to my inmost mind the beauties of religion; and | seemed amost ready to lay hold on my
Saviour. O unbelief, soul damning sin! it kept me from my Jesus. Then would the enemy rise up on
the other hand, and dress religion in as odious a garb as possible; yea, he seemed, in a moment of
time, to set the world and the things of it in the most brilliant colors before me; telling me, al these
things should be mineif | would give up my false notions and serve him. His temptations of atruth
might be compared to a sweeping rain. | continued on my knees a considerable time, and at last
began to give way to the reasoning of the enemy. My tender feelings abated, and my tears were
gone; my heart was hard, but | continued on my kneesin akind of meditation; and at length
addressed my Maker thus: Lord, spare me one year more, and by that time | can put my worldly
affairsin such atrain that | can serve thee. It seemed asif | felt the two spiritswith me. The
answer was, 'Now is the accepted time." | then plead for six months, but was denied -- one month,
no -- | then asked for one week, the answer was, 'Thisis the time." For some time the devil was
silent, till I was denied one week in his service; then it was he shot a powerful dart. 'The God,’
said he, 'you are attempting to serveis ahard Master; and | would have you to desist from your
endeavor.' Carnal people know very little of this kind of exercise: but it was as perceptible to me,
asif | had been conversing with two persons face to face. As soon as this powerful temptation
came, | felt my heart rise sensibly (I do not say with enmity) against my Maker, and immediately |
arose from my knees with these words, 'l will take my own time, and then | will serve thee.' |
mounted my horse with a hard unbelieving heart, unwilling to submit to Jesus. O what a good God
had | to deal with! I might in justice have been sent to hell.

[1775 -- Garrettson's Conversion]



"I had not role a quarter of amile, before the Lord met me powerfully with these words,
"These three years have | come seeking fruit on thisfig tree; and find none." And then the following
words were added, 'l have come once more to offer you life and salvation, and it isthe last time:
choose or refuse.’ | was instantly surrounded with a divine power: heaven and hell were disclosed
to my view, and life and death were set before me. | do believeif | had rejected this call, mercy
would have been for ever taken from me. Man hath power to choose or refuse in religious matters;
otherwise God could have no reasonable service from his creatures. | knew the very instant when |
submitted to the Lord, and was willing that Christ should reign over me: | likewise knew the two
sinswhich | parted with last, pride and unbelief. | threw the reins of my bridle on my horse's neck,
and putting my hands together, cried out, Lord, | submit. | was less than nothing in my own sight;
and was now, for the first time, reconciled to the justice of God. The enmity of my heart was dain
-- the plan of salvation was opened to me -- | saw a beauty in the perfections of the Deity, and felt
that power of faith and love that | had been a stranger to before.”

* * * * * * *

CHAPTER 2

His happinessin God -- Endures severe temptations -- Frees his slaves -- Reflections on
davery -- Attends a class meeting -- Declares what God had done for him -- First speaks in public
-- Suffers persecution -- Holds evening meetings, and God blesses his labors -- Conversation with
the parish priest -- Strong exercises respecting becoming atraveling preacher-- Makesthetrial --
Then tempted to desist -- Makestria of his gift again.

[1775 -- The Year of Garrettson's Conversion|

"After | found this pearl of great price, my soul was so exceedingly happy, that | seemed as
if I wanted to take wing and fly away to heaven. Although aone in an unfrequented wood, | was
constrained to sound forth the praise of my Redeemer. | thought I should not be ashamed to publish
it to the ends of the earth. As | drew near to the house the servants heard me, and came to meet me
at the gate in great surprise. The stars seemed as so many seraphs going forth in their Maker's
praise. | called the family together for prayer, but my prayer was turned into praise.

"About midnight | laid down to rest; but my soul was so happy in God | scarcely wished
for deep; however, at length my eyes were closed; but behold! about day break | awoke, and was
strongly tempted by the devil: 'O!" said the adversary, ‘'where is your religion now? It was only a
dream.' | started from my pillow -- | remembered the time and place where | received the blessing:
and was enabled to repel that temptation. Again said he, ‘It isall adelusion.’ This assault pained
me to the heart. Not feeling as | had done, | began to conclude perhaps it might be so, and betook
myself to the fields and woods under deep distress. | frequently bowed my knees before the Lord;
and blessed be his adorable name, about nine in the morning my beloved Master visited my heart
with hislove. And | think | received as great a manifestation as at the first. Thisvisit was attended
with an impression to go to such a place, and declare to all who might be there, what great things
the Lord had done for me. | went to the house, got my horse, and set out. When | arrived at the
place, | found a Methodist preacher and severa of my acquaintance; and it was strongly impressed
on my mind to deliver my message. | sat down among them, but the cross was too heavy. | sat hours



and grieved the blessed Spirit till | was brought under heavy trials; yea, deep distress of soul; and
in that way | returned home.

"For the good of others, | shall speak of afew days exercise on this occasion. The blessed
Redeemer |eft me or rather hid his face from me: and | had to wade through deep waters. | fasted
and prayed till 1 was amost reduced to a skeleton; but did not open my mouth to any one. | was
sinking into desperation. -- O! how powerfully was | harassed by the devil, day and night! The
Saturday following | was walking through the fields; all nature was clothed with beauty and
verdure; but | could discover no charms in aught around me; | was under the deepest exercises of
mind, and severely tempted of the devil. 'Ah," suggested he, ‘where is your God now? He thrust
atheism and deism against me; and thus suggested to my mind, 'Y ou see you have been deluded;
and if you will now take my advice, you will deny every pretension to thisreligion. The
Methodists are a set of enthusiasts, and you have now a proof of this." Then with what splendor
was the world exhibited to my imagination: 'All these things," suggested he, ‘will | give you if you
will deny that God you have been attempting to serve, and pray to him no more.' | was sunk as low
as| could possibly be; for my mind was encompassed with darkness, and the most severe distress.
| was afraid my lips would be forced open to deny the God who made me. Glory, glory to my
Lord! who again gave me aview of an opening eternity, and a sense of his dread majesty; the sight
of which brought me into the dust, prostrate with my face to the ground, where | lay for a
considerable time with language similar to this, If | perish, it shall be at thy feet, crying for mercy.
Thus| lay till I recovered a gleam of hope that | should be saved at last.

"| arose from the earth and advancing toward the house in deep thought, | cameto this
conclusion, that | would exclude myself from the society of men, and live in a cell upon bread and
water, mourning out my days for having grieved my Lord. | went into my room and sat in one
position till nine o'clock. | then threw myself on the bed, and dept till morning. Although it was the
Lord'sday, | did not intend to go to any place of worship; neither did | desire to see any person,
but wished to pass my time away in total solitude. | continued reading the Bibletill eight, and then
under a sense of duty, called the family together for prayer. As| stood with abook in my hand, in
the act of giving out a hymn, this thought powerfully struck my mind, ‘It is not right for you to keep
your fellow creatures in bondage; you must let the oppressed go free." | knew it to be that same
blessed voice which had spoken to me before -- till then | had never suspected that the practice of
dave keeping was wrong; | had not read a book on the subject, nor been told so by any -- | paused
aminute, and then replied, ‘L ord, the oppressed shall go free." And | was as clear of them in my
mind, asif | had never owned one. | told them they did not belong to me, and that | did not desire
their services without making them a compensation: | was now at liberty to proceed in worship.
After singing | kneeled to pray. Had | the tongue of an angel, | could not fully describe what | felt:
al my dejection and that melancholy gloom which preyed upon me vanished in amoment, and a
divine sweetness ran through my whole frame. 3}

"I had now no desire to confine myself to a cell, but wished to spread my Redeemer's glory
to the ends of the world. | blessthe Lord for leading me safely through such fiery trials! My late
affliction of mind was for my good. It was God, not man, that taught me the impropriety of holding
daves: and | shall never be able to praise him enough for it. My very heart has bled, since that, for
dave holders, especialy those who make a profession of religion; for | believeit to be acrying
sn. In the forenoon | attended Church, but I could not find what | wanted. In the afternoon | went to



hear the Methodists, and something told me, 'These are the people.' | was so happy in the time of
preaching, that | could conceal it no longer; so | determined to choose God's people for my people,
and returned home rgjoicing.

"A few days after, | attended a class meeting on Deer creek, for the first time, and was
convinced it was a prudential instruction; and my heart was more than ever united to this
community. | told brother H., a pious man, what the Lord had done for me. | now began again to be
pressed in spirit to visit my friends and neighbors; and especially some particular families who lay
with weight on my mind. The first visit | made, the man of the house was much enraged against me;
but my Lord gave me one or two of his children. Shortly after | visited another, family; and the
master was brought to cry for mercy, on his knees before the Lord. The third was nearly twenty
miles off: | seemed to go with confidence, and got there allittle before night: I told him what God
had done for me, and desired he would send out and call in the neighbors, and | would pray with
and for them. The person did so, and after prayer | was obliged, for the first time, to open my
mouth by way of exhortation; and the Lord filled it, and sent his arrows to the hearts of three
sinners, one of whom dept very little that night; and another followed me nearly sixteen milesthe
next day.

"Shortly after | was brought into Gospel liberty, | thought it my duty to open religious
meetings in severa places, principaly at my own house, and at the house of my brother John,
where a blessed work of God broke out, and | took down the names of those who were awakened
and converted and who expressed a wish to unite together. Though | had not yet joined the
Methodists, | was considerably acquainted with them, had, read some of Mr. Wedley's writings,
and saw clearly that religious people ought to unite together. | formed a society of about thirty
which | generally met weekly, and several of them were happy in God. | invited Mr. Rodda, a
Methodist preacher with whom | had met, to come and preach a sermon: he did, and after
preaching | told him there was a people prepared for him, that | thought him more capable of taking
care of them than mysdlf, and that if he would take them in, and give them regular preaching, |
would deliver them up to his charge, which he accordingly did. The next day he told me | must
travel with him, which | did for about nine days: he preached and | exhorted after him. | then told
him | must return home: when he asked why, | replied that | was not disposed to be atraveling
preacher.

"It was now the enemy suggested that there was no other way for me to prevent or get clear
of those itinerating impressions but to alter my condition in life. The thought was so pleasing, that |
employed carpenters to put an addition to my house. | received aletter from Mr. Rodda to meet
him in Batimore; | did so, and after staying with him afew days, he told me that he wanted to stay
in town afew weeks, and he wished | would take his circuit, and he would meet me at such a
place. | attended every appointment for which | engaged, and we had precious seasons; but instead
of meeting Mr. R. at the appointed place, | cut across, and started for home: | had about fifty miles
to go. | called at the house of a pious old gentleman for some refreshments. he looked mein the
face and said, Are you the young man that was with Mr. Rodda? | told him | was. Where are you
going? said he: home, | replied. What are you going home for? | do not intend to be atraveling
preacher, | replied. From every thing that | can understand, said he, God has called you to that
work, and if you regject that call he will pursue you. | replied, | cannot helpit, | do not intend to be
atraveling preacher.



"| again attended class for the second time at Mr. D.'s; and as they had not heard what had
happened to me, some of them were fearful that | had come in to spy out their liberties. | arose
from my seat, and, for the first time among the Methodists, publicly declared what the Lord had
done for me. A divine kindling ran through the whole house; and we had a blessed meeting. The
leader offered to give up his paper to me; but | refused, saying, | would visit them as often as ||
could; and so returned home praising God.

"| felt an impression to go to that brother | have before mentioned, who was raised from the
jaws of death: he was in a seeking way; but did not profess the faith of assurance. | begged of him
to call ameeting in his own house, and | found great freedom to speak, and appointed another
meeting; about forty people gathered; and while | was speaking, the power of the Lord came down
in awonderful manner: nearly half the poor sinners that were present were struck to the floor, and
cried for mercy to such a degree that they were heard at a great distance. After the meeting was
over, many continued crying for mercy.

"The next morning a gentleman who lived not far off, came to the house to beat me: soon
after he entered he began to swear, affirming | would spoil all his Negroes. | told him if he did not
leave off swearing, God would send his soul to hell. Hereplied, 'if | said that again he would
level meto thefloor.' | assured him | would reprove him whenever he took the Lord's namein
vain. He then rose up and struck me on the side of the face, and repeated his vows. There were
five of usin the house, my brother, his overseer, myself, and two enemies. | was afraid we should
have had a general battle. My brother was only awakened; his overseer had no religion, beyond a
zedl for the truth, and such alove for my brother and myself, that he would almost have lain down
hislifefor us. My mind was perfectly calm and my soul so happy that | scarcely felt his blows. |
saw the Lord's hand in my preservation; for though he wasin so violent arage, | had not been
exhorting many minutes (with tears) before he was as quiet as alamb: and he and his man, bidding
us good morning, went away. Dear man! not long after he was taken into an awful eternity.

"I now began to hold evening meetingsin different places, severa timesin aweek: and
united those who were awakened into a kind of society; and several, | trust, were happily united to
Jesus. O! what sweet times | used to have. Frequently we have continued singing praying, and
praising God till after midnight. Many of my relations expressed great sorrow for me; but glory to
God! | delighted in the cross of my Saviour. | was assaulted by many inward conflicts from the
devil and the corruptions of my own heart; but Jesus was precious to me.

"I had an appointment one Lord's day, but before | got there a company of Belia's children
gathered to prevent the meeting; but blessed be God, | was enabled to speak boldly; and although
some raged and threatened me, my faith was so strong | did not believe they could hurt me. | shall
never forget that day; it was atime of rgjoicing to my poor soul! O that | may aways give glory to
my Lord!

"I was determined | would have nothing to do with the unhappy war [the American
Revolutionary War -- DVM]; it was contrary to my mind, and grievous to my conscience, to have
any hand in shedding human blood. Accordingly | was brought before the officers at a general
muster, because | refused to meet, as usual, to learn the art of war. The genera officer called me



aside: we sat down together, and he asked me why | refused to muster as | used to do. | told him
that arecital of the great things God had lately done for me would, perhaps, be the best answer |
could give him. | then in aplain manner related to him my experience, and the happy state of my
mind. Moreover, | told him that it was useless for me to learn atrade which | never intended to
follow, and assured him, that it was not from any disaffection to my country's cause, but
conscience, and a conviction that there was a greater work for me to engage in. My experience
seemed to take some hold on his mind, and he said he did not blame me at all, but he was sorry to
lose me from the company, and he could not exempt me; so | was called before the company, and |
sat on my horse and exhorted more than a thousand people, while the tears flowed down my
cheeks: however a court marshal sat on my case, and laid afine of twelve dollars and a half
yearly, but they never called for the fine, and | have never since been troubled with their military
works.

"It was impressed on my mind to have some conversation with Mr. W , the minister
of our parish. He had been the means of keeping me from God and his people for along time. We
had along discourse in the vestry chamber, before the vestry: where | told him what God had done
for me. He desired to know who gave me authority to hold meetings in his parish! | told him | did
not do it either for money or honor; that while there were sinnersin his parish, and the Lord
pressed it on my mind, | should call them to repentance. 'Y ou have no right to do it,’ said he,
‘unless you are ordained.' The love of God constraineth me, said |, and | must open my mouth in his
cause. Having tasted his goodness, | have alonging desire that my neighbors should be made happy
too. After a conversation of nearly two hours on the new birth, finding his mind disturbed, | told
him in a plain manner what | thought of his doctrine, and what effect it formerly had on me, and so
our meeting ended. After | withdrew to my home, being young in the way, very few to strengthen
and many to weaken my hands, | was sorely tempted of Satan to give up my confidence in the Lord.
Under heavy affliction of mind | withdrew, and wrestled in prayer till the Lord visited me and
dispersed every doubt and every fear; giving me these words for my comfort, 'Fear not, | am with
you, and will support you under al your trials." O what consolatory streams flowed into my heart!
and how was | strengthened and enabled to regjoice in the Lord!"

Mr. Garrettson observes that he has been thus particular in relating the exercises of his
mind for the benefit of young preachers who may hereafter be induced to engage in the same work.
Andisit to be wondered at that the grand adversary of souls should thrust so sore at him who
became an instrument of so great injury to histyrannical kingdom! Perhaps. it is nhot too much to
say that of al the Methodist preachers raised up in that day, there were none more devoted to the
work, more zealous and useful, than the subject of this memoir. Being at the same time young in
Christian experience, not having many examples before him of those smilarly situated, he had not
the many helps which are now generally afforded to young ministers of the Gospel by the
conversation and counsel of the aged and deeply experienced.

What reason have we of the present generation of preachers, as well as the more private
Christians, to be thankful to God for the various helps with which we are favored. The experience
of our fathers instructs us; their example stimulates us; and the truths they delivered guide us safely
onin our perilous course: while, if we imitate their example in their entire devotion to the cause of
their divine Master, no doubt but we shall participate in their reward.



Notwithstanding the natural aversion which it is apparent Mr. Garrettson felt to enter the
field of itinerant labor, the evident tokens of divine approbation which attended the commencement
of his efforts, tended to remove his scruples, until his opposition was entirely subdued by the
perpetual and powerfully inward calls of the Holy Spirit to thiswork. Call not this enthusiasm.
The sequel of hislife, so abundant in labors, so rich in success, refutes the slander, and confirms
the assumption that he was called of God, and set apart by the Holy Ghost for the work of the
ministry'. It was from a consciousness of this call that Mr. Garrettson was enabled to go forward,
and willingly devote himself to this labor; and which so fortified his soul against the assaults of
temptation, that though he had to struggle hard, he finally overcame them all. Hence aso arose that
sweet peace of mind of which he so often speaks, notwithstanding the violence of hisinward
conflicts. To have "fightings without and fears within" is perfectly consistent with a consciousness
of the favor of God, and is therefore common to the experience of al true Christians, and more
especially to Christian ministers. Hence he says:

"I found great liberty of speech, and the word was blessed to many souls, for the Lord
greatly assisted me, and | had sweet refreshing seasons. O how happy might | have been, had |
guarded against my powerful adversary! but | had not been on the circuit more than fifteen days,
before | gave way to his suggestions, and concluding that | was not called to thiswork, | left the
circuit under deep dejection, and returned home, determined | would never attempt it again. It was
suggested that the more | went among the Methodists, particularly the preachers, the more my mind
would be distressed about traveling. | was still willing to speak occasionally about home; but to
go through the world | knew not where, was a burden, | thought, too heavy for me to endure.

"Tisnot in my power to give afull account of my exercises from the fal till the following
spring. It may, however, be necessary to touch on afew particulars. For about four months | spent
my time in prayer, reading, and such like exercises, except when | was from home, at preaching, or
holding meetings myself. The idea of traveling, and preaching the Gospel, was continually held up
to my view. Frequently when riding, or walking, | was drawn out on divine subjects, and at times
the Bible seemed all open to me: it was not uncommon for me to preach in my deep. One night the
whole world of sinners seemed to be exhibited as it were in the air, suspended by a slender thread,
and the dismal pit beneath them. | saw them careless and unconcerned, in all kinds of ungodly
practices, as secure asif in no sort of danger: in my sleep | began to cry aloud to convince them of
their danger, till 1 aroused my brother, who then awoke me: | was sitting up in my bed, trembling,
and as wet with sweat asif | had been dipped in ariver. Although | lived so abstemioudly | had
very little happiness, except at those times when | felt a degree of willingnessto labor for my
Lord. | have frequently stood astonished, wept and mourned in secret before the Lord, and
entreated him to send some one else that was more sensible and capabl e than myself: looking
around in my mind and nominating such and such persons, whom | conceived to be morefit for the
ministry; saying, how can it be, that such an unworthy, ignorant being should be set apart for so
great awork? When on my way to my occasiona appointments, | would promisein my mind, that
if the Lord attended his word with great power, | would consent to give up and labor for him. And
at such times | have had great displays of the goodness of God, and have seen sinners weeping all
around; but although my mind at those seasons was resolved, unbelief would again assault and
overpower me.



"In the month of March my conflicts were so great | almost sunk under them. The ungodly
among my acquai ntances knew not what was the matter with me: some would ask if | was sick, for
| was much worn away. Others would say behind my back, he will come to nothing. | believe | had
amore severe travail of soul before | submitted to be an itinerant preacher, than | had gone through
for justifying grace. One day being amost weary of life, and under deep dgection, | thought if the
Lord would manifest hiswill, | would through grace obey. | was next led to inquire how | wasto
expect this desired favor. | kneeled down by the bed and prayed to the Lord, by some means or
other, to make a discovery to me, in the clearest manner, of what he would have meto do. | arose
from my knees without any particular answer, much burdened and greatly distressed. | threw
myself on the bed again, and in less than two minutes | wasin a sound deep. | dreamed | saw the
devil comein at the door, and advance toward me; | thought a good angel came and spake to me,
saying, 'Will you go and preach the Gospel ? 1 replied, 'l am unworthy, | cannot go." Instantly the
devil laid hold of my hand, and | began to struggle to get from him; | saw but one way that | could
escape, and that was avery narrow one. The good angel said to me, 'There is a dispensation of the
Gospel committed to you, and woe unto you, if you preach not the Gospel.' | struggled for some
timeto get from him, but in vain: at length | cried out, ‘Lord, send by whom thou wilt, I am willing
to go and preach thy Gospel.' No sooner had | thus submitted, than | saw the devil fly asit were
through the end of the house in aflame of fire. | awoke: immediately every cloud was dispersed,
and my soul was enraptured with the love of my Saviour. | wanted now to converse with some
experienced person on the subject; my way now appeared so open, | thought | should never have
any more doubts to contend with. | believe it was the next day | received aletter from brother D.
Ruff, desiring me to come and take the circuit afew weeks while he went to Philadelphia. | had no
doubt but the Lord directed him to write thus. Before the day arrived that | was to set off, the
enemy strove again to prevent me; telling me | was deluded, that it was only my own fancy, or the
vanity of my own heart. After | set out, | was pursued to that degree | was ready to desire my horse
might throw me, and put an end to my life; or maim me so that | might not be able to go on. In the
evening | got to brother D. Ruff's, in Cecil, where he had an appointment for me; but my exercises
were so severethat | could say but little. The next day he left me, and | concluded to go on the
circuit. Of al creaturesin the world, | have the greatest reason to be thankful to the Lord, for his
tender care of me, a poor weak rebel against him. At the first and second places to which | went,
the Lord was powerfully present; and | believe good was done. | was now quite willing to be an
exhorter; but thought | would not take atext. | had not, however, traveled far before | had a text
suggested to me, and | refused, till my gift of exhortation was almost taken away; and my mind was
amazingly distressed again.

One Sabbath | came to a place near Choptank bridge, where | again refused to give out a
text, and it pleased the Lord to hide hisface, so that | was unable to speak with any degree of
freedom. | went to my afternoon's appointment very low both in mind and body, having taken very
little refreshment for severa days. | determined if atext opened to me, | would giveit out boldly,
and trust in the Lord. It was so, and | gave out, '‘Behold the man.' | shal never forget the afternoon;
it was atime of power to me and many others; the whole Bible seemed open to me. The next day |
went to my appointment, with some willingness to be a preacher. | gave out thistext, 'The great day
of hiswrath is come, and who shall be able to stand.' | endeavored to show, as | could, how awful
that day would be; who would, and who would not be able to stand, with the consequences to each
class. The power of God in avery remarkable manner came down among the people, and hardened
sinners were brought to cry for mercy. When almost spent, | stopped; but the people continued



praying. O, it was a memorable season! my soul was happy, and my heart humbled. | was now
willing to be a preacher, and thought, surely | shall never doubt again.

"When brother D. Ruff returned, he took the circuit, and | went out to open anew one. As|
passed along through Tuckeyhoe Neck, | called at a house and asked the woman if she wanted to
hear the word of the Lord preached; if she did, to send and call in her neighbors: she did so, and |
found great freedom. | gave out that | would preach again the next day. The man of the house was
an officer of rank, and it being a day of genera mustering, he marched up all the company, and |
spoke to hundreds with freedom; many tears were shed, and severa convicted, one of whom has
since become a preacher. | continued severa days in the Neck, and my labors were attended with
success. [4]

| again met brother D. Ruff in Cecil county, where we had a quarterly meeting, and from
thence we set out for Hartford. He solicited me not to fail attending the Baltimore Conference. On
the Lord's day following, an appointment was made for me to preach in my native place; a
multitude gathered, among whom were many of my old friends and relations, which made the cross

very heavy.

| gave out my old text, "The great day of hiswrath is come, and who shall be able to stand?
Just as | had entered on the subject, | fainted under the cross, and fell to the ground, (I was
preaching under the trees,) where | lay till water was brought and thrown on me, when |
immediately recovered and was enabled to rise. | then proceeded, the subject opened to me, and
we had a solemn season. Tongue cannot express or pen describe what | felt. Some of the careless
ones said, 'Heis not able to stand." It seemed asif | could have lain down my life for my relatives
and neighbors, had it been required. Thanks be to God, | trust some good was done. The next day |
was most severely pursued by the enemy of souls. | was young, and very feeble both in body and
mind, and greatly feared lest | should fall under the hand of my powerful foe; but the blessed God
had an eye upon me for good. On Monday | had a severe conflict about attending the conference.
The exercise of my mind was too great for my emaciated frame. | betook myself to my bed and lay
till twelve o'clock, then rose up and set off: | got into Baltimore about sunset. The conference was
to begin the next day: | attended, passed through an examination, was admitted on trial, and my
name was, for the first time, classed among the Methodists; and | received of Mr. Rankin awritten
license. My mind continued so agitated, for | till felt an unwillingness to be a traveling preacher,
that after | went from the preaching house to dinner, | again fainted under my burden, and sunk to
the floor. When | recovered | found myself in an upper chamber on the bed, surrounded by severd
preachers; | asked, 'where | had been," as| seemed to be lost to all things below, appearing to have
been in a place from whence | did not desire to return. The brethren joined in prayer, and my soul
was so happy, while every thing wore so pleasing an aspect, that the preachers appeared to me
more like angels than men. And | have praised the Lord ever since, that, though unworthy of a seat
among them, | was ever united to this happy family."

* * * * * * *

CHAPTER 3



Commences aregular traveling preacher -- Severely exercised -- Much assisted -- Holds a
watchnight -- Goes to Fairfax circuit -- Preaches in the parish church -- Great manifestation of the
power of God -- Attacked by a Presbyterian minister on the doctrine of perfection -- Farewell
sermon -- Lodges with a Quaker -- Attends conference

1776 The Y ear Garrettson's Itinerant Ministry Began [5]:

"I was appointed to travel in the Frederick circuit with Mr. Rodda, and as the conference
ended on Friday, | set out, arrived at Mr. W n's, and the next day got into my circuit. |
preached on the Lord's day with very little freedom or happiness to my own soul, the enemy still
pursuing me with his fiery darts. At times | had sweet communion with my blessed Lord; but a
consciousness of my weakness and inability for the great work in which | had engaged, caused my
hands to hang down. | was a young soldier, and knew but little about exercising the Christian
armor. The goodness of God was great to me, in opening the hearts of the people to receive and

bear with my weaknesses.

"One day on my way to my appointment my difficulties appeared so great, that | turned my
horse, three different times, toward home. | was in a solitary wood, entirely alone; | wept, |
mourned, and prayed at the feet of my Lord, and was finally encouraged to go forward, and a sweet
and powerful meeting we had. Sometimes when | have been at the appointed place, and the people
assembling, | have been tempted to hide mysdlf, or wish that | was sick; at other times| have
envied the happiness of crawling insects on the face of the earth; and | have constantly found that
the greater crossit wasto speak for God, the greater was the blessing, both to myself and the
people. In these cases | seldom opened my mouth to speak in public but the power of the Lord was
sensibly felt. My Bible, at particular times, would appear so small that | could not find atext. |
remember one day, a congregation was gathered, and | was alone under deep exercise; and it
appeared asif there was not one verse in the Bible that | could speak on: al on asudden while|
was on my knees before the Lord, the following text was powerfully applied: 'The Spirit of the
Lord God is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach glad tidings to the meek, to bind up
the broken hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that
are bound," Isa. Ixi, 1. | immediately met the assembly, and after singing and prayer, gave out the
text, and the power of God descended in an extraordinary manner. Previoudly to this the people
were s0 hardened that we had only four members in that place; but before | |eft the house, twenty,
who seemed to be that day broken in heart, were added to the society. We continued singing and
praying till nearly sunset, and there appeared to be very few in the congregation whose hearts were
not touched; my voice being ailmost lost in the cries of the distressed. O blessed be God! thiswas a
day of marrow and fat things to my poor heart.

"Some time after | was requested to appoint a watchnight, to which | consented. Mr. Rodda
was displeased that | had not consulted him; but | was innocent, knowing very little of the
discipline. Many people came together, and many of the children of the devil were angry and
stoned the house; but the L ord was powerfully present. His people had alittle paradise; and | trust
there were several newborn souls, and some poor sinners brought to tremble.

"I continued six monthsin this circuit, and blessed be God! many were added to the
society; his children much quickened; and many happily brought into the kingdom of grace. My



heart was closaly united to the people, and they were remarkably kind to me. | thought it a great
favor to be received as a preacher: and | verily believe the Lord inclined the hearts of the people
to overlook my many weaknesses and want of knowledge; and for the sake of hisdear Sonin a
small measure owned my efforts.

"I think it was in November | was sent to Fairfax circuit, where | stayed three months. | had
many happy moments, and preached the Gospel with freedom. | cannot say | met with much
success, neither was | so powerfully harassed by temptations. | was now better acquainted with
Satan's devices; and | trust, had a more steady confidence in my blessed Saviour. | began to preach
the word more freely, and was not so easily shaken with respect to my call to the ministry. | was
now entirely willing to be atraveling preacher: and blessed be God! he gave me favor in the sight
of the people.

"As there were many doors open for usin New Virginia, and several small societies
formed, Mr. Rodda thought it expedient to send me into those parts of the country; and blessed be
my God! | found awillingness to go any where, and to do any thing that would be of the least
service to the Church of God. | bless and praise the Lord for his goodness to me during my stay in
that part of hisvineyard, for he wonderfully enlarged my desires after him; he increased my gifts,
and opened the hearts and houses of the people to receive his servant and his word. Many were
added to the society.

"| visited Shepherd's town, lying high up on the Potomac river. On the Lord's day | attended
the Church, and heard their minister preach on 'Keep holy the Sabbath day.' Though he was a man
dow of speech, | think his discourse took up only fifteen minutes. He said there was no harmin
civil amusements on aweek day; but they ought refrain from them on the Sabbath. | had no doubt
but his discourse was his own composition | do not remember [any] word about the fall of man,
faith, or repentance. | asked [liberty], and went up into the pulpit after him, and gave out, 'How
shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation? Heb. ii, 3. After | had done, one of his hearers
asked him; what he thought of the doctrine the stranger had delivered? Why, said he, he seemsto
bring Scripture to proveit; it may be so, but if it is| know nothing of it.

"| preached every other Sunday in the church during my stay in this new circuit; and the
fourth sermon there were as many people as could crowded into the building. There was a great
agitation among the congregation, and the word took such effect on the heart of awoman that she
cried aloud for mercy. The people, being unacquainted with such things, strove to get out; but the
aise and every place were so crowded, that they could not, unless those at the doors had first
given way. In afew minutesthe Lord set her soul at liberty. She clapped her hands in an ecstasy of
joy, praised the Lord, and then quietly sat down. The whole congregation seemed to be lost in
amazement, and the divine presence appeared to run through the whole house: most of the people
were melted into tears. The Presbyterian minister was among the crowd, and most of his
congregation came to hear what the babbler had to say. This man with his deacon | met on the road
afew days after. 'l was hearing you preach,’ said he, 'and | did not like your doctrine." What was
your objection, said I. Why it was avolley of stuff.' Well, | replied, if the Lord makes use of it; to
bring soulsto himself, | wish to be thankful and satisfied. 'Y ou preach perfection,’ said he, ‘and that
| do not believe to be attainable in thislife." Then, said I, you do not hold with the doctrine of our
Lord and his apostles; our Lord says, 'Be ye perfect even as your Father in heaven is perfect,’ and



the apostle says, "The blood of Christ cleanseth from al sin." When are we to be made perfect?
‘Not till death,' said he. Our Lord, said I, came to destroy the works of the devil;" and do you
suppose he will call death to his assistance? Death in Scripture is called the last enemy, and we
learn, that as death leaves us judgment will find us; and that there is no knowledge or work in the
grave. And if we diein our sins, where the Lord is we cannot come: | want to know how death is
to bring this about. 'Why,' said he, 'at the article of death, sinis done away, and not till then." The
Papists say, we must be refined by the fire of purgatory: the Universalists, that the last farthing will
be paid in hell; and you say, Nay, death will do it: but we profess to hold with the Holy Scriptures,
which say, that 'his name shall be called Jesus, for he shall save his people from their sins.' Do you
not, said |, believe that the Lord is able to wash and cleanse the soul from al sin one minute before
death? To this he agreed. And if aminute, why not a day, a month, yea, why not seven years? The
apostle saith, 'Behold, now is the accepted time! behold, now isthe day of salvation!" How dare
any man limit the Holy One of Isragl. 'l have done with you,' cried he and his deacon, and so saying
turned they their backs upon me. {6}

"A few evenings after, | preached near his house, and he and his deacon were present
again; a precious season we had; a great shaking among sinners, and | expect the heart of the
minister was a so softened. He came to me after sermon, and asked my pardon if he had said any
thing amiss.

"Glory to God, he enabled meto travel largely through that country, to preach one, two,
three, and sometimes four sermons aday. The last sermon | preached was from 'Finally, brethren,
farewell,’ & c. Thiswas atime not soon to be forgotten. A large congregation seemed to drink in
every word; such attention was given and so much of the divine presence felt, that | continued
nearly three hours, and then the people hung around me in such a manner that | could scarcely get
from them, begging me with tears not to leave them."”

Thus ended the labors of this man of God in that part of the country for this conference
year. And who that reads the preceding account of histravels, his mode of life, hisindefatigable
labors to promulgate the Gospel of the grace of God, and witnesses at the same time the
astonishing effects of his ministrations, but must glorify God in him? To young preachers of the
Gospel in particular, this narrative of the manner in which Mr. Garrettson was called forth into the
Gospel field, and the various exercises of hismind, aswell as the encouragement afforded him by
the Head of the Church, must be peculiarly interesting and profitable. How different the school in
which his mind was disciplined to " the obedience of Christ" and prepared to become a competent
and an efficient "minister of the New Testament” from that in which many are fitted by the art and
device of men! The instrument was fitted for its work, and its effect was powerfully felt wherever
it operated.

After lodging and praying with a Quaker family "whose hearts the Lord touched,” Mr.

Garrettson attended a quarterly meeting at Fairfax with Mr. Rankin, and then went to the
conference which was held at Deer creek.

* * * * * * *

CHAPTER 4



Deer creek Conference -- Goesto Brunswick circuit, Virginia-- Happy seasonsin
preaching on the way -- Arriveson his circuit, and finds alively people -- An officer interrogates
him on the subject of fighting -- Confidence in God increased -- Great consolation in preaching --
Tempting offers, which he resists -- Whites and Blacks much affected -- Refuses the state oath --
Escapes a threatened imprisonment -- Goes to North Carolina-- Reflections on Christian
perfection -- Experiences perfect love, and preaches this doctrine -- Narrowly escapes being shot.

[1777]

"Our conference this year began at Deer creek the 20th of May, 1777, and continued till the
Friday following. | was greatly refreshed among the servants of God; some of whom | have never
seen since, nor shall again on this side of eternity.

"My appointment was in Virginia, in what was called Brunswick circuit, with brother W.
and brother T. After spending afew days among my relations and old friends, on Monday | set out
for my circuit, and on Tuesday met the preachers at brother M r'sin Fairfax: and the next
morning we Set out in company on our way. My appointment was much to my mind, and | had a
lively hope that my Lord would be with me, and bless my weak endeavorsto, promote his cause.

"We traveled several days before we met any Methodists; but the Lord befriended us, for
we had happy times together; and had an opportunity of preaching severa sermons before we
reached our circuit: we had a sweet season at the house of agood old man; and | think we were
providentialy sent thither, not only for the benefit of the family but likewise of many others.

"June the 4th | parted with my company, and thanks be to God, my soul was refreshed as
with new wine. The same day | was brought to the house of a kind widow, who sent out and called
a company together. There was a young growing society in this neighborhood. | preached from
'Fear not, little flock," & ¢, Luke xii, 32. From what | could understand they had seldom had such a
time of refreshing. | could say, It is good for me to be here. My confidence till grew stronger with
respect to my call to the ministry.

"On the 5th of June | got into my circuit, and on Saturday the 7th, began my ministry among
alively people. | was attacked by an officer who wanted to know my mind respecting fighting. |
told him God had taught me better than to use carna weapons against the lives of human creatures.
He intimated something about stopping me. | told him | was not afraid of man -- that if he did not
learn to fight with other weapons he would go to hell.

On Sunday the 5th of June, | preached at brother | 'sto many serious people. While |
was pointing out the Gospel salvation there was a shout in the camp of Isragl; and after the meeting
ended there was argoicing among God's people. | met the society, and was more than ever
confirmed in my belief that the Lord had sent me into that part of the vineyard. | there met with a
black boy who was happy in the Lord; and | thought he exceeded al the youths | had ever seen for
agift and power in prayer.



"Monday, June the 9th, | preached afew miles off, from these words, 'Loose him and let
him go."' There were as many people as the house could contain. After preaching nearly two hours,
the cries of the assembly were so great that | desisted. The people continued together along time
after, and | doubt not but several were set at liberty. O Jesus! thou still increasest my faith; thou
givest me lively sensations of thy pardoning love; and | fed that thou hast called me to the ministry
of thy blessed word. At this meeting we were so wonderfully drawn out that we knew not when to
part, having seldom felt the like. The next day | had great freedom to preach, and one soul was
born of God.

"Thursday, June 12th, | found liberty in preaching at Dr. C r'sto an attentive, solemn
congregation. | rode to Col. Taylor's and met brother Francis Poytress. We held awatch night, and
| think I never had more freedom to speak. The word was blessed to the Colonel and his family,
and they treated me ever after more like a son than a stranger; yea, | may say, more like an angel

than a poor clod of earth. And I, on my part, shall ever respect them for their kindness to me.

"The next day | again crossed the Roanoke river, and had great liberty to preach from these
words, 'For lo, the winter is past, the rain is over and gone, the flowers appear on the earth, the
time of the singing of birds is come, and the voice of the turtleis heard in the land,’ &c. After this,
we had alove-feast, and many spoke freely of the goodness of God. In this place the people
wanted to gain me with their kindness; but | refused their obliging offers, being convinced | should
do more good in wandering up and down the earth without any incumbrances; and as for riches, |
had enough to serve my purposes. The temptation was considerable, and pleasing to nature. Vain
world, away with your flattery! | could regjoice in my God, with the testimony of a good
conscience, knowing that the oblation was made for the good of Christ's Church which he
purchased with his own blood. It was no time to think of houses and lands, &c. | passed on,
rgjoicing in God my Saviour, and was greatly encouraged in the blessed work. But halcyon [calm]
days did not always attend me. | again experienced the severe buffetings of Satan; but my exercises
proved a blessing to me, for my soul was humbled, and | was made in a measure sensible of the
need of a deeper work of grace in my heart before | could be completely happy.

"Sunday, June 22d, in Roanoke chapel | preached to about five hundred whites, and amost
as many blacks who stood without. | found freedom of mind, and many tears were shed by both
white and black. The next day while | was preaching a funeral sermon we had much of the divine
presence. In thisway | continued around the circuit till the quarterly meeting, which was held in
August, at Maberry's chapel. The Lord was with me, blest my endeavors, and increased my love to
him and his people. In this circuit | conversed with some deeply experienced Christians, and by
their humble walk and heavenly conversation, | was much stirred up to seek a deeper work of
grace; especially by the experience of sister B . | believed ther